
OKLAHOMA CITY – 
Archbishop Coakley 
on June 19 led more 
than 1,000 faithful 

Catholics in a two-mile Eucharis-
tic procession through the streets 
of Oklahoma City to launch the 

Eucharistic Revival in the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City. The pro-
cession, on the Feast of Corpus 
Christi, was one of the longest 
of any diocese in the country, 
stretching from Bishop McGuin-
ness Catholic High School to The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help.

“The procession was a special 

moment in the history of the 
archdiocese, providing amazing 
witness to our Catholic faith 
through the streets of Oklahoma 
City,” Archbishop Coakley said. 
“It was inspiring to see hundreds 
of Oklahoma Catholics from so 
many cultures and backgrounds 

WASHINGTON — In a 5-4 
decision June 24, the U.S. 
Supreme Court overturned its 
nearly 50-year-old decision 
in Roe v. Wade that legalized 
abortion in this country.

The court’s 213-page ruling 
in Dobbs v Jackson Wom-
en’s Health Organization was 
not totally unexpected due to 
the leak of an opinion draft 
a month earlier. The ruling 

emphasizes that there is no 
constitutional right to abortion 
in the United States.

The Dobbs case focused on 
Jackson Women’s Health Or-
ganization, an abortion clinic 
in Mississippi that challenged 
the state’s law banning abor-
tion after 15 weeks of pregnan-
cy.

The court’s reversal of its 
long-standing abortion ruling 
brings abortion policy deci-
sions to the state level. At least 
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Go Make Disciples

Supreme Court overturns Roe in 
anticipated Dobbs decision

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Archbishop Coakley leads hundreds 
of faithful in Eucharistic procession

Archbishop Coakley led the Eucharistic procession on June 19 in Oklahoma City. Photo Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.

By Carol Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service 

Pro-life 
supporters 
are seen 
near the 
Supreme 
Court in 
Washington 
June 15. 
CNS photo/
Tyler Orsburn.

continued on page 20

The special event launched the Eucharistic Revival in the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 

continued on page 8
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a For peace, justice and 
hope in the world. We pray 
to the Lord. Lord, hear our 
prayer. 

a The Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City, the Diocese of 
Tulsa and St. Gregory’s Ab-
bey have launched the Okla-
homa Catholic Native Schools 
Project to better understand 
the history and experiences 
of native students in Oklaho-
ma Catholic boarding schools 
from 1880 to 1965. To con-
tribute documents, photo-
graphs or an oral history 
to the project, e-mail info@
oknativeschoolsproject.org. 
Learn more at archokc.org/
oknativeschoolsproject.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

January 22, 1973, is one of the solemn 
dates in our nation’s history that will “live in 
infamy.” Today, June 24, on the Solemnity of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, that infamy has 
been significantly rectified. 

After the deaths of more than 60 million 
innocent pre-born children, and as the fruit 
of years of prayer, advocacy and persistent 
witness to the sanctity of the life, the U.S. Su-
preme Court has recognized its mistaken and 
costly misjudgment. Roe v. Wade has been 
overturned! Blessed be God!

Even as we celebrate this victory of life, our 
hearts today turn immediately to those un-
born children who were deprived of the op-
portunity to live the lives that God had given 
them. We commend them to the mercy of 
Jesus our Redeemer, and to his Sacred Heart 
knowing that “his mercy endures forever.” 

We also commend to his merciful Heart 
those wounded and grieving mothers, fathers 
and families who still suffer from the often 
unspoken and unacknowledged effects of past 
abortions.

We have an opportunity to lift our hearts in 
thanksgiving to God for the gift of life and this 
victory for life. But, it also is an occasion that 
reminds us of the need for continuing care 
and compassion for those women who still 
find themselves in fearful situations due to 
unplanned or problem pregnancies. 

Most women do not want to undergo an 
abortion. Many choose abortion because 
they fear inadequate support in bearing the 
burdens of pregnancy and bringing a child 
into the world. The Church and its affiliated 

helping organizations 
and agencies, and all 
who value life, have a 
responsibility to ac-
company and support 
these women. This is 
more important now 
than ever! We have to 
demonstrate our pro-life credentials in car-
ing for life both before and after the birth of a 
child.

This historic moment also is a time for re-
newed vigilance. Many are angry and enraged 
by this decision. Prudence requires that we be 
on the watch and prepared for possible vio-
lence toward persons and vandalism targeting 
pro-life agencies and churches. But, we need 
to be spiritually vigilant as well. 

There is more to this battle than meets the 
eye; more than simply protests and counter 
protests. The forces of death that have en-
abled the spilling of so much innocent blood 
through abortion and other forms of violence 
are more than economic, political and ideolog-
ical forces. 

There is an ancient battle raging between 
the God of life and the enemy of life. Life will 
be victorious! This supreme court decision, 
which is a victory for life, will likely draw the 
enemy of life into more brazen attacks. People 
of faith who have eyes to see ought to be on 
the lookout for the deceptions of the one who 
is known as “the father of lies.” 

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in 
battle!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Blessed be God!

Prayer for the Canonization 
of Blessed Stanley Rother

O God, fount of all holiness,
make us each walk worthily 

in our vocation,
through the intercession of 

your Saints,
on whom you bestowed 

a great variety of graces on 
earth.

Having graced your Church 
with the life of

your priest and martyr, 
Blessed Stanley Rother,

grant that by his intercession 
this humble flock may reach

where the brave shepherd 
has gone.

Grant that your Church may 
proclaim him a saint

living in your presence and 
interceding for us.

Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

July 7 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel at Catholic Pastoral Center
July 7 – Vocations Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
July 7 – ACA Archbishop’s Circle Mass and reception, 6 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
July 9 – Knights of Columbus Installation of Officers Mass, 5 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help
July 10 – Mass, Noon, Holy Family, Lawton
July 11 – Napa Institute Communications Committee virtual meeting, 10:15 a.m.
July 12 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
July 12 – Archdiocesan Review Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC 
July 14 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
July 14 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
July 14 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Dedication Planning Committee meeting, 3 p.m., CPC 
July 22 – Reds, Whites and Brews benefitting Catholic Charities, 6 p.m., Dunlap Codding, OKC 
July 24 – Mass and celebration for Feast of St. Charbel, 11 a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon Church, Norman
July 26-31 – Napa Institute, Napa, Calif.
Aug. 1 – Mass for Quo Vadis Days, 11 a.m., Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Camp
Aug. 2-3 – Knights of Columbus Supreme Convention, Nashville, Tenn. 
Aug. 4 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
Aug. 4 – Assembly of Catholic Professionals luncheon, 11 a.m., Downtown Petroleum Club, OKC 
Aug. 4 – Catholic Foundation Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC 
Aug. 4 – Mass and dinner for Talitha Koum women’s discernment retreat, 5 p.m., Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Camp
Aug. 5 – Vespers and dinner with priests of the archdiocese, 5 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help
Aug. 6 – Priesthood Ordination, 10 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Aug. 7 – Mass and blessing of new administrative building, 11 a.m., Our Lady of Victory, Purcell
Aug. 7 – Cookout with seminarians, 5:30 p.m., archbishop’s residence
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USCCB statement on U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling in Dobbs v. Jackson

Birthdays at the shrine

Deacon Norm Mejstrik has been 
heavily involved with the Bless-
ed Stanley Rother Shrine project 
since the beginning. Currently, 
he assists with pilgrim center and 
museum design, oversees the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Book and 
Gift Shop, assists with logisti-
cal matters and much more. In 
recognition of his dedicated work 
promoting devotion to Blessed 
Stanley Rother and assisting with 
the shrine project, he recently re-
ceived a shrine-replica bird feeder 
for his birthday. Happy birthday 
and thank you Deacon Norm!

Rother shrine update

WASHINGTON - In response to the Supreme 
Court of the United States issuing its ruling in 
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, 
Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles, pres-
ident of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) and Archbishop William E. Lori of Balti-
more, chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on Pro-
Life Activities issued the following statement:

“This is a historic day in the life of our country, 
one that stirs our thoughts, emotions and prayers. 
For nearly 50 years, America has enforced an un-
just law that has permitted some to decide whether 
others can live or die; this policy has resulted in 
the deaths of tens of millions of preborn children, 
generations that were denied the right to even be 
born. 

“America was founded on the truth that all men 
and women are created equal, with God-given 
rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
This truth was grievously denied by the U.S. Su-
preme Court’s Roe v. Wade ruling, which legalized 
and normalized the taking of innocent human life. 
We thank God today that the Court has now over-
turned this decision. We pray that our elected offi-
cials will now enact laws and policies that promote 
and protect the most vulnerable among us. 

“Our first thoughts are with the little ones whose 
lives have been taken since 1973. We mourn their 
loss, and we entrust their souls to God, who loved 
them from before all ages and who will love them 
for all eternity. Our hearts are also with every wom-
an and man who has suffered grievously from abor-
tion; we pray for their healing, and we pledge our 

continued compassion and support. As a Church, 
we need to serve those who face difficult pregnan-
cies and surround them with love.    

“Today’s decision is also the fruit of the prayers, 
sacrifices and advocacy of countless ordinary 
Americans from every walk of life. Over these long 
years, millions of our fellow citizens have worked 
together peacefully to educate and persuade their 
neighbors about the injustice of abortion, to offer 
care and counseling to women, and to work for 
alternatives to abortion, including adoption, foster 
care and public policies that truly support fami-
lies. We share their joy today and we are grateful 
to them. Their work for the cause of life reflects 
all that is good in our democracy, and the pro-life 
movement deserves to be numbered among the 
great movements for social change and civil rights 
in our nation’s history.  

“Now is the time to begin the work of building a 
post-Roe America. It is a time for healing wounds 
and repairing social divisions; it is a time for rea-
soned reflection and civil dialogue, and for com-
ing together to build a society and economy that 
supports marriages and families, and where every 
woman has the support and resources she needs to 
bring her child into this world in love. 

 “As religious leaders, we pledge ourselves to con-
tinue our service to God’s great plan of love for the 
human person, and to work with our fellow citizens 
to fulfill America’s promise to guarantee the right 
to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness for all 
people.”

WASHINGTON – Following the 
passage of the Bipartisan Safer 
Communities Act, Archbishop 
Paul Coakley of Oklahoma City, 
chairman of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on 
Domestic Justice and Human De-
velopment, commended members 
of Congress for passing the bill. 

 Archbishop Coakley’s full state-
ment follows:

 “I welcome the passage of the 
Bipartisan Safer Communities 
Act, which will take meaningful 
action to prevent gun violence 
and protect lives. The investments 
in mental health services and 
reasonable measures to regulate 
guns included in this bill are 
positive initial steps towards con-
fronting a culture of violence. This 
agreement, born of dialogue and 
compromise to advance the safety 
and well-being of all, embodies the 
work Pope Francis calls us to in 
his encyclical, Fratelli tutti, ‘Good 
politics combines love with hope 
and with confidence in the re-
serves of goodness present in hu-
man hearts.’ I commend members 
of Congress for their work thus far 
and encourage them to continue 
working to confront the plague of 
gun violence in our nation.”  

 The USCCB has consistently 
supported the sensible regulation, 
sale and use of firearms. On June 
3, the USCCB sent a letter to all 
members of Congress urging law-
makers to “unite in their humani-
ty to stop the massacres of human 
lives” and to advance life-saving 
legislation to address gun vio-
lence. On June 23, the USCCB 
sent a letter to all members of 
Congress in support of the Bipar-
tisan Safer Communities Act.

“This is an historic day in the 
pro-life movement. The overturn-
ing of Roe v. Wade is a defining 
moment in our lifetime that fixes 
a legal and moral mistake, which 
led to decades of emotional dis-
tress, tremendous guilt, physical 
harm and infertility for women, 
and the unnecessary and cruel 

deaths of more than 63 million 
unborn babies who were denied 
their God-given potential be-
cause of poverty, fear or con-
venience. Women and children 
deserve better. Mothers who face 
unexpected or crisis pregnancies 
need support – financial, spiritu-
al and emotional. May they see 

the face of God in their children 
and embrace the joy, beauty and 
difficulties of motherhood. We 
must come together to pray for 
the grace to deepen our appreci-
ation for the sanctity and value 
of all human life from conception 
until natural death.”

Archbishop Coakley’s statement on 
the overturning of Roe v. Wade

Archbishop 
Coakley welcomes 

passage of 
Bipartisan Safer 
Communities Act
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

With the dedication of 
the new St. Thom-
as More University 

Parish and Student Center on 
Dec. 21, 2019, the history of 
this parish, at times both glori-
ous and trying, came full circle. 
Under the guidance of Father 
Jim Goins this beautiful edifice, 
dedicated to the great English 
martyr, overcame financial 
concerns and other obstacles 
to provide a substantially larger 
worship space and a shining 
example Catholic tradition and 
architecture.

How this came to fruition is 
a story worth relating. With 
the opening of the University of 
Oklahoma in 1892, there were, 
of course Catholic students on 
campus. Monsignor Metter, 
who could be difficult on his 
best days, refused to offer any 
ministry on campus due to his 
belief that Catholic students 
should not attend secular uni-
versities. Bishop Meerschaert 
implored him to reconsider but 
he would not.

Students formed a New-
man Club in 1920 and their 
first request was to ask that a 
separate university parish be 
established. This request did 
not become a reality until 46 
years later. It was only after the 
death of Monsignor Metter in 
1923 and the arrival of Bishop 
Kelley in 1924 did things begin 
to happen in earnest.  

The Knights of Columbus 
built Columbus Hall in 1921 as 
a dormitory for male Catholic 

students. Newman Hall was 
constructed in 1925 for 

female students and 
plans were made for 
the construction of a 

chapel next door. 
To finance the 
project, Bishop 
Kelley turned 
to the organiza-
tion of which he 
was the found-
er, the Catholic 
Church Exten-
sion Society. The 
donor attached 
the caveat that 
the chapel must 
be named “Ma-
ter Admirabilis” 
(Latin meaning 
“mother most 
holy,” a title from 
the Litany of the 
Blessed Virgin). 
It was completed 
in 1926.

To serve the 
chapel and 
Newman Center, 
Kelley enlisted 
the help of the 
Viatorian Fathers of Chicago, 
and they stayed a few years. 
His friend from Detroit also 
was chaplain for eight years. 
Finally in 1959, diocesan priest 
Ernest Flusche was appoint-
ed and immediately sought a 
name change from the cumber-
some Mater Admirabilis to St. 
Thomas More believing that a 
scholar and lawyer would be 
more suitable for the academic 
environment.

None of the pastors of Saint 
Joseph parish in Norman were 
in favor of campus ministry be-
ing separate from Saint Joseph 
until the 1960s. Finally, in 
1966, Saint Thomas More was 
erected canonically as a parish. 
The community continued in 
the old chapel until 1978 until 

it had clearly been outgrown. 
The little church on Boyd is 
now a private residence but its 
origins are still clearly evident. 

The Friars of the Atonement 
were entrusted with its care in 
1976 and plans for a new Cath-
olic Student Center began. In 
1977, Raymond Yeh, a faculty 
member was commissioned 
to design this new center and 
church on Stinson Street 
between Lincoln and Jenkins. 
Archbishop Salatka dedicated 
the new building on Sept. 23, 
1979. Modern and somewhat 
stark, it featured an emphasis 
on natural light and simplicity. 

With the new church of 2019 
in place, Saint Thomas More 
continues to be a vital entity in 
the life of the university and the 
city of Norman.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

St. Thomas More Catholic Church

Archbishop Coakley 
celebrated Mass on June 
22 at St. Ann Retirement 
Center in Oklahoma City, 
along with Archbishop 
Emeritus Eusebius Bel-
tran, Fr. Stephen Bird, 
Fr. Price Grimes, Fr. 
Christopher Tran and Fr. 
Michael Chapman, for the 
20th anniversary of the 
opening of St. Ann Retire-
ment Center. There was 
a reception that followed 
where Archbishop Coakley 
and Archbishop Beltran 
were thanked for their 
service and dedication 
over the years. Several 
other residents, employ-
ees and volunteers also 
were acknowledged. To 
learn more about St. Ann 
Retirement Center, visit 
saintannretirementcenter.
com. Photos Avery Holt/
Sooner Catholic.

WASHINGTON — The chair-
man of the U.S. bishops’ domestic 
policy committee June 14 praised 
a bipartisan Senate proposal “to 
help prevent senseless violence” 
that includes “reasonable gun 
safety measures.”

“I am deeply grateful that mem-
bers of Congress have undertaken 
bipartisan negotiations to address 
the plague of gun violence in our 
nation,” said Archbishop Paul S. 
Coakley of Oklahoma City, chair-
man of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ Committee on 
Domestic Justice and Human De-
velopment.

“I encourage Congress to contin-
ue these important efforts which 
will help build a culture of life. It 
is imperative this Congress passes 
into law new protections for the 
American people,” he said.

Archbishop Coakley made the 
remarks in response to a June 12 
announcement by 20 senators who 
said they had reached agreement 
on a package of safety and gun-re-

lated measures narrowly focused 
on preventing future shootings 
similar to the one in Uvalde, Tex-
as, where an 18-year-old gunman 
fatally shot 19 students and two 
teachers May 24.

The senators’ proposal, which 
was not yet written into bill form, 
calls for funding to encourage 
states to pass and implement so-
called “red flag” laws to take guns 
away from potentially dangerous 
people; funding for school safe-
ty and mental health resources; 
expanded background checks for 
gun purchases for people between 
ages 18 and 21; and penalties for 
illegal straw purchases by convict-
ed criminals.

The senators’ “willingness to 
engage in dialogue and commit-
ment to the common good” illus-
trates “the ‘better kind of politics’ 
that Pope Francis champions” in 
“Fratelli Tutti,” Archbishop Coak-
ley said, quoting from the pope’s 
2020 encyclical: “For when the 
good of others is at stake, good 
intentions are not enough. Con-
crete efforts must be made to bring 
about whatever they and their 

nations need for the sake of their 
development.”

The USCCB has consistently 
called for laws to address gun 
violence.

In a Nov. 11, 2019, presentation 
titled “Responses to the Plague of 
Gun Violence” that he gave during 
the U.S. bishops’ fall general as-
sembly, Bishop Frank J. Dewane 
of Venice, Florida, then the bish-

ops’ domestic policy committee 
chairman, spelled out the bishops’ 
support for a ban on assault weap-
ons, universal background checks 
and a federal gun trafficking bill.

They also backed, he said, reg-
ulations on sales of handguns, 
improved mental health interven-
tions, safety measures and “an 
honest assessment of violent imag-
es and experiences in our society.”
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Rev. Joachim (Joseph) Spexarth, O.S.B.

Archbishop Coakley praises senators’ efforts to 
address ‘plague of gun violence’

By Catholic News Service 

Chalk art describing gun legislation is seen near the U.S. Capitol in Washington 
June 7. CNS photo/Tyler Orsburn.

Father Joachim Spexarth, O.S.B., died June 
12 in Shawnee. He was 83. He had completed 
61 years of monastic profession and 57 years 
of priestly ministry.  

Father Joachim was born Dec. 11, 
1938, in Colwich, Kan., to Bernard 
and Olivia (Lies) Spexarth. He was 
baptized and raised in Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Colwich, Kan., 
along with one brother and six sisters.

He completed high school in 1956 
at Saint Gregory’s High School in 
Shawnee.  Afterward he attended 
Conception Abbey Seminary where he 
earned a bachelor’s degree in philos-
ophy.

Father Joachim professed vows 
as a monk of Saint Gregory’s Abbey 
on July 11, 1960. He was ordained 
to the priesthood on May 23, 1965. 
Following his ordination, Father 
Joachim pursued graduate studies in 
speech at Northwestern University, 
the University of Denver, Southern 
Illinois University and the University of 
Oklahoma, where he earned a master’s 
degree.

Father Joachim was an inspiring 
member of the monastic community 
and held several roles of leadership. At 
various times he served as vocations director, 
novice master, archivist, member of the Se-
nior Council and for many years as subprior, 
overseeing the maintenance of the monastery 
facilities, equipment and grounds. 

Never one to remain idle, he engaged in 
many hobbies and activities. He loved work-
ing outdoors on various landscaping projects 
and with the abbey bees and honey harvest. 
He enjoyed organizing special celebrations and 

social events for the monastic community and 
guests. To the delight of monks and visitors, he 
collected and arranged scores of figurines each 
year to create an elaborate nativity scene in the 

Abbey Church.
Father Joa-

chim served for many years 
at Saint Gregory’s College and 
University, at various times as residence hall 
director, dean of students and most notably as 
instructor of speech for generations of students. 

His unique and often entertaining method of 
teaching speech helped many overcome their 
fear of public speaking. He also served as a 

member of the board of directors for the college 
and university.

Father Joachim was zealous in his ministry 
as a priest. He coordinated the weekend supply 

ministry of abbey priests in the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City, the Diocese 
of Tulsa and the Archdiocese for Mili-
tary Services. He enjoyed traveling to 
parishes around Oklahoma to provide 
weekend assistance, especially at the 
chapel communities at Fort Sill and 
Altus Air Force Base. 

He was eager to help with season-
al parish penance services and was 
known as an effective confessor. He 
served in full-time residential pastoral 
ministry from 1985 to 1989 at Coal-
gate, Lehigh and Atoka, and from 
1989 to 1994 at Prague and Stroud, 
including as rector of the National 
Shrine of the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
He was elected to several terms on 
the Presbyteral Council of the arch-
diocese.

Father Joachim died while engaged 
in the outdoor tasks he enjoyed. He 
is survived by the monks of Saint 
Gregory’s Abbey, several siblings, 
numerous nieces and nephews, and 
many friends.   

Public viewing was at Saint Greg-
ory’s Abbey in Shawnee on June 16 
and June 17. A vigil service was held 
at Saint Gregory’s Abbey on June 

17. Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at 
Saint Gregory’s Abbey on June 18. 

Gifts in honor of Father Joachim can be sent 
to The St. Gregory’s Abbey Benefit Trust, 1900 
W. MacArthur, Shawnee 74804, or online at 
monksok.org.

Rev. Joachim (Joseph) 
Spexarth, O.S.B.

Monk of St. Gregory’s Abbey
Dec. 11, 1938 – June 12, 2022

Photos Theresa Bragg.
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul gathered in 
Oklahoma City for regional meeting

They came from all around, in 
search of Vincentian spiritu-
ality, friendship and service 

to the poor. In early June, members 
of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
came together for a regional meet-
ing, coming from Texas, New Mexi-
co, Arkansas and Oklahoma.  

“We haven’t gathered since 2018, 
so having the opportunity to host 
this conference offered a special 
occasion for the Oklahoma City 
Archdiocesan Council to share 
the things that make Oklahoma 
special” reported Diane Wiebusch, 
event chair.  

Archbishop Coakley celebrated 
the opening Mass. Maria Scaper-
landa, local author, told the life 
story of Blessed Stanly Rother at 
the opening dinner. At the clos-
ing banquet there were local Los 
Matachines dancers, who embody 
various aspects of both the medie-
val Hispanic culture and the indig-
enous tribes of Oklahoma, paying 
tribute to our Lady of Guadalupe.

A precursor to the large gather-
ing was a two-day training session 
for Vincentians seeking to lead and 

educate others new to the ministry 
and vocation of the society. 

“We call it ‘Formator Training’ 
as these individuals are given the 
mission to organize and orchestrate 

future training events in their dio-
cese,” stated Kelly Deaver, seasoned 
formator for the archdiocese. 

She said there was also training 

for new spiritual advisors. The first 
goal as Vincentians is to grow spir-
itually, through their works. Spiri-
tual advisors are required for every 
conference, so it’s important the 

advisors receive 
the guidance from 
the national lead-
ership team to be 
become strong 
spiritually.

About 100 Vin-
centians attended 
the event. 

“Overall, the 
conference was 
a great success, 
with much posi-
tive feedback. In 
the end all grew 
spiritually, made 
new and lifelong 
friends, and will 
continue to see 
the face of Christ 
while serving the 

poor,” Deaver said. 
For more information about the 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul visit, 
svdpokc.org.

Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass June 10 at the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul regional meeting in Oklahoma City. 
Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic. 

Sr. Teresa Margaret Layman
Sister Teresa Margaret Layman 

died on June 7 in Oklahoma City. 
She was 101. 

She was born 
Dorothy Marie 
Layman on May 
11, 1921, to Frank 
and Mary Rose 
Layman in Harrah. 

She was preced-
ed in death by her 
four siblings, Ann, 
Cecilia, Frank 
and George. She 
responded to God’s 
call to enter the 
Carmelite Sisters 
of Saint Therese 
on Sept. 8, 1936, at the age of 15. 

She made her First Profession 
in 1938 and Final Profession in 

1944. Sister Teresa Mar-
garet was gifted with the 
teaching of small chil-
dren for more than 40 
years. She started with 
Villa Teresa in Oklaho-
ma City, then Bristow, 
Sand Springs, Cushing, 
Newkirk, Little Flower in 
Oklahoma City, Riverside, 
Calif., Yukon and Tul-
sa. Along with her reg-
ular classroom teaching 
during these years, she 
also served as a catechist 
whenever and wherever 

she was needed.

Sister Teresa Margaret was a 
true prayer warrior. She loved 
praying for priests and seminari-
ans. She loved God with every fi-
ber of her being. God’s love for her 
was truly reflected in her to others 
by her kindness, gentleness, joy-
fulness and beautiful smile. No 
unkind word came from her. She 
loved her community of sisters 
and her family members.

Sister Teresa Margaret bore the 
weight of the cross during the last 
few years of her life with great en-
durance. Being wheelchair bound, 
she never complained. She loved 
her caregivers and prayed for 
them daily. God showed his mercy 
and took her home without much 

suffering at the end of her life.
An evening prayer service was 

held June 9 and a Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was celebrated at Saint 
Ann Retirement Center’s Saint 
Joachim Chapel on June 10. Buri-
al followed at Resurrection Memo-
rial Cemetery.

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Saint Thérèse of the 
Infant Jesus Endowment for Cat-
echists and Adult Discipleship at 
the Catholic Foundation of Okla-
homa. Gifts can be made online at 
cfook.org/thereseendowment or by 
mail to Saint Theresa Endowment, 
Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, 
P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City 
73123.

Sr. Teresa Margaret 
Layman

Legacy society wants to 
recognize people for gifts 

The Catholic Foundation of Oklaho-
ma wants to acknowledge and thank 
those who are making gifts in their 
will or trust to benefit their parish, 
school or other Catholic ministry in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

Anyone who is doing so is a member 
of the Bishop Meerschaert Legacy So-
ciety at the Catholic Foundation. The 
society is named for Bishop Theophile 
Meerschaert, the first Roman Catholic 
bishop in Oklahoma. 

Anyone who is planning to make 
a gift can let the foundation know 
so they can invite them to the next 
Meerschaert Society luncheon and 
Mass with Archbishop Coakley. Con-
tact Owen Canfield with the Cath-
olic Foundation at (405) 709-2987; 
ocanfield@cfook.org or visit cfook.org/
legacy.
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Sr. Stephanie Sanchez
Sister Stephanie Sanchez (Allida) died 

June 15 in Oklahoma City. She was 76. 
Sister Stephane 

was born on Sept. 
28, 1945, in Den-
ver to Albert and 
Erma Sanchez. 

She is survived 
by her sister, 
Beverly Sanchez; 
brother, Arthur 
Sanchez; aunts, 
Corrine and Mary; 
uncle, George 
Ramirez; and 
many first and 
second cousins.

Sister Stephanie was a member of the 
Carmelite Sisters for 57 years. She was 
a graduate of Marquette University with 
a master’s degree in theology. She made 
her first Profession of Vows on Aug. 16, 
1965. 

After vows, Sister Stephanie served at 
Saint James Catholic Church in Okla-
homa City as director of religious educa-
tion for six years, followed by eight years as the 
director of religious education for the Diocese 
of Tulsa. 

During the summer, she loved going to rural 
areas of Oklahoma teaching vacation Bible 
school. Sister Stephanie found a permanent 
home in 1982 as theology teacher at Bishop 

McGuinness Catholic High School and retired 
in December after 41 years. She treasured 
her students and said, “I like to ride high with 
them in victory and to be with them in defeat.”

Everyone who knew her, knew of her enthu-
siasm for sports. She was a true cheerleader 
for the students at Bishop McGuinness and 
attended almost all sports activities. She also 

was not afraid to verbalize her feelings 
at games, encouraging her students 
and helping out the referee to make 
the right calls. 

To watch the students grow in their 
God gifted talent gave her so much 
pleasure and if they didn’t use their 
talents she would let them know. 
Prayer was her true vocation, and she 
was constantly praying for anyone 
who needed prayer. She loved God and 

neighbor. Always reach-
ing out to help others in 
any way she could, she 
lived her faith in action.

An evening prayer ser-
vice was held June 20, 
followed by a reception. 
The Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated 
June 21 at Epiphany 
of the Lord Catholic 
Church. Burial followed 
at Resurrection Memorial 
Cemetery.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Saint Therese of the Infant 
Jesus Endowment for Catechists and Adult 
Discipleship at the Catholic Foundation of Okla-
homa. Gifts can be made online at cfook.org/
thereseendowment or by mail to Saint Therese 
Endowment, Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, 
P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City 73123.

Sr. Stephanie Sanchez

A Mass of Christian Burial for Sr. Stephanie Sanchez was 
celebrated June 21 at Ephiphany of the Lord Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma City. Photos Fran Kozakowski/Sooner 
Catholic.

Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org

Fr. Joseph Arledge 
celebrated his 25th 
ordination anniver-
sary Mass on May 
30 at St. Patrick 
Catholic Church in 

Oklaho-
ma City. A 
reception 
was held at 
IL Bella-
gio Event 
Center. 
Photos Fran 
Kozakows-
ki/Sooner 
Catholic.

Fr. William Novak celebrated his 25th 
ordination anniversary Mass on May 29 
at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City. A reception was held at 
the Farmer’s Market. Photos Fran Koza-
kowski/Sooner Catholic.



Sooner Catholic8   July 3, 2022
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come together in prayer and 
celebration to foster a deeper 
hunger for an encounter with 
Christ in the Eucharist.”

For Catholics, the Eucharist 
is the source and summit of 
Christian life. A Eucharistic 
procession is a public witness 
of the adoration of the Holy 
Eucharist, conducted through 
public streets. A consecrated 
host is placed within a mon-
strance, lifted and carried by a 
priest who leads the faithful in 
procession. Like a pilgrimage, 
a Eucharistic procession nor-
mally starts at one holy place 
and ends at another. 

Before the procession, fami-
lies gathered in a field at Bish-
op McGuinness Catholic High 
School for games, children’s 
activities and food trucks. Ex-
position of the Blessed Sacra-
ment began at 6:45 p.m. and 
the procession at 7 p.m. 

During the procession, 

participants prayed and sang. 
Several priests walked ahead 
of the Blessed Sacrament and 
prayed the Rosary. As the pro-
cession moved through neigh-
borhoods, residents gathered 
at the curb in the heat to 
take videos, photos and to 
kneel as the Blessed Sacra-
ment passed. Taking turns 
carrying the monstrance were 
Archbishop Coakley, Father 
Stephen Hamilton, Father Jo-
seph Arledge and Father Kelly 
Edwards.   

The procession ended at 
The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help with Benedic-
tion by Archbishop Coakley. 
Hundreds of faithful, including 
priests and deacons, filled the 
cathedral and the overflow 
area in the parish hall. 

The Oklahoma City proces-
sion launched the diocesan 
phase of a National Eucha-
ristic Revival called for by 
the U.S. Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops. The revival is 
in response to a 2019 Pew 

Research Center study that 
showed roughly two-thirds of 
respondents who identified 
as Catholic said they do not 
believe that the bread and 
wine at Mass become Christ’s 
body and blood during the 
consecration – a core dogma of 
the Catholic faith, according to 
the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church.

The U.S. bishops’ National 
Eucharistic Revival will be 
broken into three parts: a 
Diocesan Year of Eucharistic 
Revival from June 2022 to 
June 2023, a Parish Year of 
Eucharistic Revival from June 
2023 to June 2024, and in 
July 2024, a National Eucha-
ristic Congress in Indianap-
olis, Ind. The archdiocese’s 
revival is being organized by 
Father Zachary Boazman.

For more information and to 
see more photos, visit archokc.
org/revival.

Diane Clay is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

A Eucharistic procession was held on June 19 in Oklahoma City. Photos Diane Clay, Avery Holt, Chris Porter/
Sooner Catholic.

After his Resurrection and before his 
Ascension into heaven, Jesus spoke 
these powerful words to his disci-
ples: “All power in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I 
am with you always, until the end of the age” 
(Matt. 28:18-20). 

Almost two millennia later, in his first pas-
toral letter, Archbishop Coakley adopted the 
Great Commission – specifically, the phrase 
“Go Make Disciples” – as the foundational vi-
sion and mission of the archdiocese. 

Blessed Stanley Rother carried out this com-
mission well, serving as a missionary and pro-
claiming the Gospel in distant lands. The work 
of teaching the Gospel is essentially a work of 
love – love of God and love of neighbor – and as 
Christ said, “Greater love has no one than this, 
that one lay down his life for his friends” (John 
15:13). This is exactly what Blessed Stanley 
did – he gave his life for his friends. And his 
martyrdom provided seed for the growth of the 
Church. 

In particular, his martyrdom is the cause 
for the building of the Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine. The shrine will be a place of pilgrimage, 
meaning that people will travel from near and 

far to visit the site, to pray and to rededicate 
their lives to God. The Holy Eucharist is central 
to the life of the Church and to the life of indi-
vidual Christians.

As a pilgrimage site, the shrine will offer daily 
Mass, so that pilgrims can receive grace and 
strength to live the Christian life. Reconcilia-
tion is another essential aspect of pilgrimage, 
and Confession will be available every day at 
the shrine, so that pilgrims can receive forgive-
ness of their sins. 

An essential work of the shrine will be to 
honor Blessed Stanley and tell pilgrims the 
story of his life. His body will be laid to rest in 
a beautiful chapel within the shrine church 
where pilgrims will have the opportunity to 
pray and seek his intercession.

A museum will be located in the Pilgrim 
Center where people can learn about Bless-
ed Stanley’s life and witness. His life and his 
heroic martyrdom will encourage pilgrims and 
inspire them to follow his example and dedicate 
their lives to serving God and others.  

And the shrine will serve the growing Hispan-
ic community. Centuries ago, Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe appeared to Saint Juan Diego on Tepey-
ac Hill in Mexico City. On the shrine grounds, 
we have built a version of Tepeyac Hill that 
stands close to 50 feet tall. A beautiful stat-
ue of Our Lady of Guadalupe will be found at 
its summit, along with a statue of Saint Juan 

Diego in 
prayer. 
This will 
undoubt-
edly 
be an= 
inspiring 
place of 
prayer 
and con-
templation for pilgrims. 

A ministry and education building will even-
tually be located across the zocalo, or plaza, 
from the Pilgrim Center. Classes and work-
shops will be offered in this building to assist 
with evangelization efforts. In this way, the 
shrine will help to “teach them to observe all 
that I have commanded you.”   

Thus, in response to the Great Commission 
and the vision of Archbishop Coakley, the 
shrine will take part in the mission to proclaim 
the Gospel and lead souls to Christ, through 
the heroic example of Blessed Stanley Rother.

We look forward to welcoming you to the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine later this year, 
along with numerous pilgrims from near and 
far. To support the shrine as we begin this vital 
ministry, please use the enclosed envelope or 
visit us at gift.rothershrine.org. 

Thank you for your continued generosity!
Blessed Stanley Rother, pray for us!

Sooner Catholic  July 3, 2022    9

George Rigazzi, archivist for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, guided 
Terry Pilling from St. Mary University 
through the Heritage Gallery at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center on June 23. 
The current exhibit is “The Shepherd 
Cannot Run: A Retrospective on the 
Life of Bl. Stanley Rother.” Photos 
Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.

Leif Arvidson
Executive Director,   
Blessed Stanley
Rother Shrine

Rother Shrine to bring pilgrims 
from near and far

Please visit: gift.rothershrine.org

“The good shepherd lays down  “The good shepherd lays down  
his life for the sheep” his life for the sheep” – John 10:11– John 10:11

Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Project Prayer

Lord God, you are the master builder and the foundation of all 
we do. We give you thanks for this day, and for the opportunity 

to work together in a spirit of unity and cooperation. We ask you 
to guide all who design and build this shrine to Blessed Stan-

ley Rother. Watch over us and protect us we pray, that all we do 
today and always may be done for the good of your people and for 

the glory of your name. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

© 2019 Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
stanleyrother.org



I
n 2007, the cause for canonization for 
Blessed Stanley Rother was opened by 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. It 
was a massive undertaking led by Arch-
bishop Emeritus Eusebius Beltran and 
a commission charged with gathering 
thousands of documents, pho-

tographs and testimonies about Blessed 
Stanley from his family, brother priests 
and laypeople who he served in Guate-
mala.

The story of Blessed Stanley and the 
“evidence” of his worthy life was compiled 
into a 1,126-page “positio,” which Arch-
bishop Coakley presented to the Vatican 
commission charged with reviewing and 
recommending beatification and saint-
hood. It didn’t take long – in Catholic 
Church standards – for the Vatican to 
recommend Father Stanley Rother be-
come a Blessed, and be held up as an 
example of faithful Christian witness. 

He was beatified on Sept. 23, 2017, at 
the Cox Convention Center in Oklahoma 
City in a Beatification Mass celebrated 
by Cardinal Angelo Amato, S.D.B, the 
then-Prefect of the Congregation for the 
Causes of Saints, and attended by more 
than 20,000 people from across the 
country. It was carried live by KWTV-Ch. 
9 in Oklahoma City and nationally by 
EWTN. Those who couldn’t fit into the 
packed arena, watched from conference 
rooms, hallways, hotel lobbies and on 
a large screen outside of a downtown 
building.

Blessed Stanley was the first U.S.-born 
priest to be beatified and the first de-
clared martyr for the United States. 

“It took less than 10 years from the start of his 
cause to Pope Francis’s declaration in December 
2016 that Father Stan was a martyr for the faith. 
Now, we need everyone’s help in getting to the next 
step of sainthood! In order to get there, Blessed 
Stanley needs a verified miracle and that can only 
happen if the faithful pray for his intercession,” 

said George Rigazzi, archivist for the archdiocese 
and a member of the cause commission. 

Canonization is the highest honor the Catholic 
Church can bestow upon a Christian.

For all those beatified, both martyrs and confes-
sors, to be canonized a miracle is required. It must 
be proven that this event took place through the 
intercession of the Blessed and after the date of his 
or her beatification. In Blessed Stanley’s case, it is 
any time after he was declared a martyr – Dec. 1, 
2016. 

When the miracle has been proven, the pope 
proceeds to the ceremony of canonization, which 
is an act of the infallible teaching authority of the 
pope. By this act, the Church declares that he or 
she is a saint in heaven with God. It also means 
that the saint is worthy of public veneration by the 
universal Church and held up as a model for imi-
tation and a powerful intercessor for all, according 

to Deacon Norm Mejstrik, the head of the Rother 
Cause for the archdiocese.

Catholics do not “worship” saints but venerate 
them. United in the communion of saints, the 
faithful on earth ask the faithful in heaven, who 
are their brothers and sisters in Christ, to join 
them in presenting their needs humbly and prayer-
fully to God.

“I am grateful to God and to all those who work to 
promote the cause of Blessed Stanley,” Archbishop 
Coakley said. “The Church needs heroic witnesses 

to advance the mis-
sion of Christ, and 
Blessed Stanley 
Rother was truly a 
heroic witness to 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. He gave his 
life in pastoral ser-
vice to his people. 
I encourage the 
faithful to seek his 
intercession and to 
pray for his canon-
ization.”

In the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma 
City, the Diocese 
of Tulsa and the 
Diocese of Little 
Rock, Blessed 
Stanley’s feast day 
is celebrated each 
year on the date 
of his martyrdom, 
July 28. After five 
years, the archdi-
ocese can petition 
to have his feast 
day celebrated by 
all dioceses in the 
United States.

To provide infor-
mation on a possible miracle with Blessed Stanley’s 
intercession, visit archokc.org/rothermiracle or 
contact Deacon Norm Mejstrik at (405) 709-2710 
nmejstrik@archokc.org.

To learn more about Blessed Stanley’s life and 
witness, visit stanleyrother.org.

Diane Clay is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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What’s next on road to sainthood for Blessed Stanley Rother?
Blessed Stanley Rother Feast Day July 28

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Devotions to Blessed Stanley Rother
Imelda Pena Ayala
“I pray this daily: Blessed Stanley Rother, pray for us. Oh God, 

fount of all holiness, makes us each walk worthy in our vocation 
through the intercession of your saint on whom you bestowed a 
great variety of graces on Earth, having graced your Church with 
the life of your priest and martyr Blessed Stanley Rother, grant 
that by his intercession this humble flock may reach where the 
brave shepherd has gone, grant that your Church may proclaim 
him a saint living in your presence and interceding for us all. 
Through Christ our Lord, Amen. Blessed Stanley Rother, inter-
cede for us!”

Melinda Herman
“I pray daily to him.”

Charelle McCool
“Blessed Stanley Rother is such an inspiration, especially to 

me as a Catholic Oklahoman. He adhered to the will of God unto 
death. You can’t be a better example than that.”

Katie Cawley
“My dad was introduced to Blessed Stanley’s story by the 

mother of a baby who Father Stanley baptized in Oklahoma. That 
‘baby’ grew up, moved to Colorado and became a close family 
friend of my parents. Since that day where he heard about Bless-
ed Stanley from those friends, my dad has loved Blessed Stanley 
and kept his prayer card next to his desk. Last February, when 
my dad was diagnosed with a rare and incurable muscle disease, 
there is zero treatment or cure, so we began praying for Blessed 
Stanley’s intercession for my father’s miraculous healing. 

Thousands of people across the world are praying for my dad. 
We have videos of people in Santiago Atitlan praying for my dad, 
friends who have taken Blessed Stanley’s prayer card as far as 
Antarctica and so many other beautiful and powerful stories. We 
were able to complete the El Camino de Apla’s last July and we 
hope to visit again in November for the opening of the shrine.” 

Becky Holder
“In March 2021, I was diagnosed with a medical condition that 

required a heart transplant. From the beginning, I knew I needed 
to ask Blessed Stanley Rother for his intercession. So many of us 
have been prayerfully waiting since his Beatification and I prayed 
I could be part of his story. In reading “The Shepherd Who Didn’t 
Run” I was inspired by his humble faith and his strength in ac-
cepting God’s will. My prayer was for him to help me do the same, 

and live with that same courage. I was convinced, and still am, 
that the world needs to know this faithful servant the way the 
people of Oklahoma and Guatemala know and love him. During 
my hospital stay, a faithful group of friends joined me every night 
over Zoom to pray and ask Blessed Stanley’s intercession for my 
healing. … 

The medical staff who cared for me was in awe that I was not 
more symptomatic, saying often ‘you are not having the normal 
medical issues that go along with this disease.’ I finally received 
the gift of a heart transplant. Today, I am living a complication 
free, post-transplant life. Now as I pray the ‘Prayer for the Cause 
of Canonization of Blessed Stanley,’ I have great peace when I 
say the words ‘Grant that your Church may proclaim him a saint 
living in your presence and interceding for us.’ Blessed Stanley 
Rother, pray for us!”

Bl. Stanley Rother 
Rosary Run

The fifth annual Blessed 
Stanley Rother Rosary Run 
is July 23. Registration be-
gins at 8 a.m. at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, in 
Oklahoma City. No cost to 
ride. All vehicles welcome. 
Donations accepted; all pro-
ceeds benefit the Gospel of 
Life Disciples. Visit   
therothermen.com.

Rother Feast Day Mass
The 41st annual Blessed 

Stanley Rother Feast Day 
Mass is 6:30 p.m. July 28 
at Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church, 211 Missouri Ave. 
in Okarche. Mass is open to 
the public and will be fol-
lowed by a dinner in the par-
ish hall. RSVP for the dinner 
by calling the parish office at 
(405) 263-7930 during nor-
mal office hours on Monday, 
Wednesday or Friday.

Free Rother museum tour
The Heritage Gallery at the 

Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Express-
way, presents “The Shepherd 
Cannot Run: A Retrospective 
on the Life of Bl. Stanley 
Rother.” The free exhibit is 
open 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. Special 
tours arranged by calling 
(405) 721-5651, Ext. 141.

Shrine webcam
Watch construction of the 

Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine on 
a live webcam at archokc.
org/shrinewebcam.

Rother documentary
Watch the official docu-

mentary on Oklahoma’s  
Bl. Stanley Rother at  
stanleyrother.org or https://
youtu.be/hsOvNtoZVzc. 
Copies also are available at 
the Rother Store online at 
rotherstore.com.

Rother beatification 
The DVD of the Beatifi-

cation Mass of Bl. Stanley 
Rother is available online at 
rotherstore.com

Bl. Stanley Rother is the first U.S.-born priest to be beatified and the first declared martyr for the 
United States. Photo Archdiocese of Oklahoma City Archives.
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As Christians, all of us are called 
to be saints. Saints are persons in 
heaven who lived heroically virtuous 
lives, offered their life for others, 
or were martyred for the faith. The 

lives of saints are worthy of imitation. The official 
process of canonization is called a Cause. The 
Cause of Canonization for then-Father Stanley 
Rother began in 2007, and resulted in his beat-
ification – that is, declared “Blessed” – on Sept. 
23, 2017. 

For a Blessed to be canonized, a miracle is 

required. A 
miracle is 
something 
that has 
occurred by 
the grace 
of God 
through the 
intercession 
of the Bless-
ed. Such an event has no natural or scientific ex-
planation and serves as proof that the deceased 
person is in heaven and can intercede with God.

Blessed Stanley’s Cause for Canonization is 
fully underway and includes promoting prayer 
for his intercession. Promoting the reporting of 
favors is done through the work of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City as well as by efforts on 
the part of a network of “Ambassadors for the 
Cause,” who are located in various parts of the 
country. 

Prayer cards are available through the Blessed 
Stanley Rother Gift Shop, which also features 
custom-made medals, rosaries, icon notecards, 
artwork and books. 

Once reported, favors are documented and 
reviewed. The vast majority of favors are medi-
cal, which are examined by a panel of medical 
doctors to determine if there is any possible 
scientific explanation for the healing. 

The standards for a medical miracle are very 
high. In addition to having no medical explana-
tion, the healing must have been spontaneous, 
instantaneous, and complete. Of the many cases 
already reported, several remain in various stag-
es of the review process. 

To submit a story of a favor you have received, 
visit archokc.org/rothermiracle.

“Called to be saints”
Deacon Norm 

Mejstrik
Director, 

Cause for the 
Canonization of 
Blessed Stanley 

Rother

Blessed Stanley Rother
Prayer for Divine Favor
 
Blessed Stanley our 

brother, you poured out 
your life in service and 
spilled your blood as a 
witness to the faithful-
ness of God’s love.

Those you loved so 
deeply and served so 
completely knew you to 
be their pastor and their 
priest, interceding for 
them as their open door 
to the presence of Christ.

Pray for us now and 
intercede on our behalf, 
as we ask you to walk 
with us on our journey 
through life, that the 
redeeming presence of Je-
sus, might touch us now 
and restore us to whole-
ness and peace.

I ask in time of need  
[state your need] that 
your prayer accompany 
us; may the mercy of 
Christ, echoed in your 
ministry and your martyr-
dom, renew us and bring 
us the graces necessary 
to heal our brokenness, 
illumine our darkness, 
and restore the losses in 
our lives, that we may be, 
finally, one with you in 
praising God forever in 
heaven.

Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.Bl. Stanley Rother 
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Jobs Box
To see more job openings, go on-

line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Director of Refugee    
Resettlement – OKC

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a director of refugee resettlement 
to oversee and direct all activities 
of the refugee resettlement depart-
ment, including assurance that 
operations are compliant with all 
grant requirements, as well as 
state and federal guidelines. Bach-
elor’s degree from an accredited 
college or university or a combina-
tion of education and experience 
including a minimum of two years 
of experience in a supervisory ca-
pacity working with diverse popu-
lations. Knowledge of accounting, 
grants and/or contracts preferred. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
Theresa Flannery at tflannery@
ccaokc.org. 

Development director - OKC
Santa Fe Family Life Center is 

seeking a director of development 
to guide its fundraising, marketing 
and other administrative activities 
across its facilities. SFFLC oper-
ates Oklahoma’s largest indepen-
dent 501(c)3 non-profit, multi-use 
sports facility, the only in central 
and western Oklahoma offering 
year-round multi-sport adaptive 
programs. Starting in 2023, SF-
FLC will also operate the Young 
Family Athletic Center in Norman, 
approximately tripling the size 
of existing operations. Three or 

more years of development expe-
rience preferred; major gift and 
grant writing experience preferred; 
strong interpersonal and pub-
lic-relations skills required. Send 
resume and cover letter to matt.
bond@sfflc.com.

Teacher - OKC
Christ the King Catholic School 

is seeking a junior high grammar 
teacher for the 2022-2023 school 
year. A bachelor’s degree in sec-
ondary education or a bachelor’s 
degree in English along with a state 
teaching certificate is required. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
Amy Feighny, Christ the King Cath-
olic School, 1905 Elmhurst Ave., 
OKC 73120 or afeighny@ckschool.
com. Download application packet 
at archokc.org/careers.

Band teacher – OKC, Yukon
Christ the King Catholic School, 

St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 
School and St. John Nepomuk 
Catholic School are seeking a band 
teacher. This individual would 
split time throughout the week at 
all three schools and work with 
students in grades 4th-8th. Ap-
plicants must have knowledge of 
music (band) instruction. Send 
resume and cover letter to either 
Amy Feighny, afeighny@ckschool.
com, Todd Gungoll, mr.gungoll@
scbokc.org or Denise Heard, de-
nise.heard@sjnok.org. Download 
application packet at archokc.org/
careers.
Teachers – OKC

St. Eugene Catholic School is 
accepting teaching applications 
for the 2022-2023 school year. 
Applicants should hold at least 
a bachelor’s degree in education 
with state certification. For more 
information and specific positions 
visit steugeneschool.org/careers. 
Send resume, cover letter and 
archdiocese teacher application 
to Principal Molly Goldsworthy at 
jobs@steugeneschool.org.

Organist - Kingfisher
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 

Church in Kingfisher is seeking an 
organist for the 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass. Contact (405) 375-4581. 

Receptionist - Shawnee
St. Benedict Catholic Church in 

Shawnee is seeking a reception-
ist/secretary to work 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. four days a week. Advanced 
knowledge of computer software, 

including Microsoft Word, Excel 
and Access required. Organization-
al skills required, bilingual pro-
ficiency a plus. Send resumes to 
st.benedict.office@sbcglobal.net.

Secretary – Weatherford
St. Eugene Catholic Church in 

Weatherford is seeking a part-time 
secretary to work about 28 hours 
per week, Monday-Thursday. 
Bilingual in English and Spanish 
preferred. Must have organizational 
and secretarial skills and be able to 
work without supervision in com-
munication with the pastor. Must 
be competent with general com-
puter and technology usage. Must 
be willing to gain familiarity with 
database systems, social media and 
messaging apps. Must be prac-
ticing Catholic in good standing. 
Contact Fr. Kelly Edwards at kelly.
edwards@archokc.org to apply.
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The real issue
Real Life Disciples

Making Sense of Bioethics

“‘We survived, we will prevail, we have hope 
to carry on.’ These words became a mantra 
for us during that time. They first emerged at 
a prayer service within days of the shooting. 
Within a week, one of our teens had turned it 
into a graphic image. The next week someone 
had printed it on a T-shirt. Over the next sever-
al months we literally gave away thousands of 
those T-shirts.”

These were words recently spoken during a 
Catholic radio interview, by me. I was referring 
to a season in my life when I was the youth 
minister at Saint Frances Cabrini Catholic 
Church in Littleton, Colo., two miles down the 
street from Columbine High School. 

This was back in 1999. Three of our teen-
agers were killed in the Columbine shooting. 
Another 200-plus were in the building. 

My life for the next couple of years was dom-
inated with response efforts, counseling and 
ministry support for teens, parents and fami-
lies. Our parish became the hub-central of the 
Columbine community. 

As tragic as the situation was, God used it 
powerfully in the lives of many people during 
those years. Our ministry grew exponentially 
as did the overall parish. “We survived, we will 
prevail, we have hope to carry on” … I can still 
hear us chanting the words in my memory.

 But, why the radio interview last week all 
these years later? Because “another” school 
shooting has taken place in Uvalde, Texas. But 
wait, there’s been more mass shootings since 
the Uvalde shooting, all over the country, one 
very close to home at Saint Francis Hospital in 
Tulsa.

In fact, the Uvalde shooting took place on 
May 24. There have been 38 other mass shoot-

ings recorded since then – and more than 250 
mass shootings in 2022. It’s only May!

 Lawmakers and politicians are all arguing 
over what is going on and how to stop the 
rampage of violence. Everything is on the table: 
gun control, mental health efforts, other laws 
and restrictions, focusing on the social and 
familial breakdowns that often contribute to 
these kinds of shootings. 

Some are mistakenly hoping that some “mag-
ic pill” will solve this horrible problem in one 
fail swoop. But that is just not going to happen. 
The truth is that all of these efforts need to 
happen, together.

I want to point to a much deeper issue 
though, one that very few seem to be bringing 
up. I have searched the internet for all the pro-
posed remedies. Very few talk about Jesus or 
the role of faith in all this. Here me out please. 

I’m not just shrinking back to a super-spir-
itual response and oversimplifying the prob-
lem. I truly believe this is the problem. Yes, 
we may need to revise gun control legislation 
and address growing mental health issues in 
our communities, and even devise strategies 
to more effectively deal with social and familial 
breakdowns. 

But, let’s not forget our faith and the person 
of Christ. That is what the world desperately 
needs.

All those years ago after the Columbine 
shooting, that is what we offered, and people 
came in droves to get more of it. We had prayer 
services and Masses every day, served meals 
three times a day, offered individual and group 
counseling sessions. But, more than anything, 
we just took time to be with people, to pray 
with them, and let them know about the lib-

erating 
message 
of the 
Gospel.

The 
reason 
why we 
have 
“hope to 
carry on” 
is because of Jesus. A world without God is a 
desolate wasteland that is going to offer noth-
ing more than violence and hatred. 

You want to know why we keep having so 
many mass shootings? Because we have moved 
further and further away from God, have mar-
ginalized his presence in society and refuse to 
follow any of his laws.Ironically, obedience to 
him and his laws leads to perfect happiness. 
It’s the only way we could ever hope to stop the 
rampage going on around us.

I often have said that the best way to change 
the world is to make more disciples. Archbish-
op Coakley has made that the driving vision 
for our whole archdiocese. Disciples are good 
for the world! They are loving, virtuous, caring, 
trustworthy and so much more. What’s more, 
if you are a legit disciple, you understand that 
fundamental to discipleship is making more 
disciples. It’s not a spectator sport. 

As we see more and more mass shootings, I 
don’t know about you, but I am deeply moved 
to prayer and mission. We need to pray for our 
world, and for an end to all this violence. But, 
we also need to get busy doing what God has 
called us all to do, which is to go forth and 
start making more of us. The world desperately 
needs it!

Jim Beckman
Senior Director of 

Youth, Young Adults 
and Campus 

Ministry

Treasuring our future timelines
Dom Brand, a 29-year-old of South Carolina, 

in an apparently random act in 2020, shot and 
killed an 80-year-old woman named Mary Ann 
Elvington. His action resulted in several trage-
dies unfolding simultaneously. Elvington could 
have lived many more years had she not been 
shot. Her children were unable to spend time 
with her for the rest of their lives. No longer 
could she babysit the grandkids or share the 
wisdom of her years. The shooter also upset 
any real prospects for his own future, as he 
became subject to the criminal justice system 
and lifelong incarceration. So many future 
goods and future timelines were damaged or 
destroyed by one wrong action. 

Then there was Michael Webb of Clermont 
County, Ohio, who set his own house on fire 
with his wife and four children inside in 1990. 
He poured gasoline on the beds of his sleeping 
children and around the house before spark-
ing the blaze with a match. The prosecutor 
concluded that he intended to kill his family, 
collect the insurance money and start a new 
life with his mistress. His wife and three of his 
four children managed to survive the flames, 
but 3-year-old Mikey perished from smoke 
inhalation. There were devastating consequenc-
es all around. Michael Webb was sentenced 
to spend the rest of his life in jail. His wife 
and remaining children struggled to move on 
without the support of their husband or father. 
Little Mikey’s long future timeline, with all its 
youthful potential, came to an abrupt and trag-
ic close. 

Some of the longest timelines we destroy are 
those of unborn children with almost their 
whole earthly lives still ahead of them. This is 
often done in ways that virtually nobody ever 
sees or notices, through stealth abortions with 
the “abortion pill,” which, according to the Alan 
Guttmacher Institute, now accounts for about 
54 percent of all U.S. abortions. 

The lamentable power to destroy future 
timelines through abortion was poignantly 
addressed by Kathy Barnette in a riveting You-
Tube video entitled “It wasn’t a choice. It was 
a life.” Barnette was recently a candidate for 
the Republican nomination for the U.S. Senate 
in Pennsylvania. Whatever her controversial 
positions may have been on some of the issues 
of the day, and regardless of what one thinks 
about her other political views, her personal 
testimony on abortion ought to be heard by 
everyone. 

Barnette was conceived after her mom, Ma-
mie Jo, was raped at age 11. In the video, Ma-
mie Jo, now in her 60s, stresses how abortion 
cannot be an answer to sexual assault, even as 
she acknowledges the trauma of her own rape:

“It was hard. We were all devastated. But my 
mother said: ‘You know, you’re pregnant, so 
we’re gonna get through this,’ and she helped 
me get through it. I don’t want to use the word 
‘choice.’ … [My daughter] was going to be born. 
I didn’t have a choice to say, ‘You are going 
to live, or I’m going to abort you.’ That wasn’t 
a choice for me, and I thank God it wasn’t a 
choice for me ... Regardless of how old you are, 

and how 
the child 
was con-
ceived, 
that child 
deserves 
a chance. 
If I had 
made that 
‘choice,’ where would I be right now without my 
daughter?”

Barnette likewise speaks to the false and 
damaging ‘choice’ that abortion can tempt us 
with. She stresses how profoundly her life mat-
ters as well as the new lives and timelines of 
her children, grandchildren and further gener-
ations that will unfold into the future:

“Before the foundation of the world, God saw 
me and he decided that I would be, and he 
said in his word that not only did I see you, 
but I called you. I predestined you. And so as 
a Christian, I believe in the value of life, that 
when I was in my mother’s womb, he was knit-
ting me together. Even among Christians, even 
among staunch conservatives, an exception 
to the rule of being pro-life for many is in the 
case of rape. And yet my life has value. From 
me have come two very beautiful and charm-
ing and smart kids. I’m married to a wonderful 
husband and we’ve made a life for ourselves, 
and none of this would have happened if the 

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

continued on page 15

I read “Fathers of the Faith: Saint 
Irenaeus” by Mike Aquilina mostly 
by flashlight since part of Shawnee 
had an electrical power outage that 
affected my monastery when I was 
reading this book. This is an inter-
esting and quick introduction to the 
life and works of Saint Irenaeus who 
Pope Francis on Jan. 21 declared a 
Doctor of the Church. He is the only 
martyr doctor. 

When I heard that the pope had 
done this, I thought that Saint 
Irenaeus was already a doctor, but 
that was not the case. He is a wor-
thy doctor since he connects with 
those Fathers of the Church who 
knew Saint John the Apostle, like 
his mentor Saint Polycarp. Saint Ire-
naeus was born around 130 A.D. in 
Smyrna (Izmir, Turkey) where Saint 
Polycarp was the bishop; he died 
as a martyr in Lyon, France, where 
he was the bishop. His feast day is 
June 28.

Saint Irenaeus studied the Gnostic 
teachings of his time and collected 
information about them into two of 

the volumes of his four volume set 
entitled, “Against the Heresies.” 

This work includes this, but also 
connects what the Apostles and 
the early 
Church 
Fathers 
taught 
and 
believed 
about the 
Faith. He 
became an authority on the 
Gnostic beliefs and was able 
to refute them because he had 
studied them in depth.

Some of Saint Irenae-
us’ works are lost, but who 
knows, they may get rediscovered in 
some out of the way library or clos-
et. The British poet Lord Byron from 
the Victorian era was helpful in 
discovering and verifying copies of 
Saint Irenaeus’ works as they were 
known at that time. It is an interest-
ing story involving Armenia.

Mike Aquilina is a renown patris-
tic authority and author of many 
books, television series and docu-
mentaries. The next book in this 
series on the Church Fathers is on 
Saint Augustine. 

In this current book, he writes 
using some academic language but 
also uses non-academic language 
in his presentation. He uses the 
method of telling a lively narrative 

biography instead 
of a dry academic 
biography. 

He mixes the bi-
ography with quotes 
from Saint Irenaeus’ 
works. Some quotes 
are not short, which 
gives the reader a 
sample of Saint Ire-
naeus’ work. 

There are end-
notes and a bibliography of 
English and other language re-
sources. There are no illustrations. 
A map would have been helpful 
since Saint Irenaeus traveled from 
Asia Minor (Turkey) to Rome and to 
Lyon, France. This book is highly 
recommended to those looking for 
an introduction to Saint Irenaeus 
and also to learn about the newest 
Doctor of the Church. 

 Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., Saint 
Gregory’s Abbey, Shawnee, is a free-
lance writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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The Catholic Difference

Dobbs and the vindication of American democracy

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

Book review: “Fathers of the Faith: Saint Irenaeus”

By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 
The Sooner Catholic

Prior to June 24, 2022, the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s most important 
civil rights decision was handed 
down on May 17, 1954. Then, in 
Brown v. Board of Education of 
Topeka, the Court declared racially 
segregated public facilities uncon-
stitutional, effectively reversing its 
1896 decision in Plessy v. Fergu-
son, which upheld state-mandated 
segregation laws. Now, in Dobbs 
v. Jackson Women’s Health Orga-
nization, the Court has effectively 
buried the gross errors of consti-
tutional interpretation made in 
Roe v. Wade (1973) and Casey v. 
Planned Parenthood of Southeast-
ern Pennsylvania (1992), the first 
of which invented a spurious right-
to-abortion that was affirmed by 
the second.  

Roe and Casey are now con-
signed to the dustbin of history. 
The highest court of the world’s 
pre-eminent democracy has deter-
mined that the U.S. Constitution 
includes no “right” to terminate 
the life of an unborn human being. 
In doing so, the Supreme Court 
has struck a blow for civil rights as 
important as the blow it struck in 
Brown v. Board of Education.      

There will be ample time in the 
months ahead to reflect upon the 
political, cultural and social ram-
ifications of the Dobbs decision, 
which are sure to be tremendous. 
For the moment, and in the imme-
diate aftermath of a decision that 
at least some pro-lifers privately 

feared they would never see, it is 
good to celebrate the heroes of 
the pro-life cause. They fought for 
the truth against immense cul-
tural and political pressures; they 
refused to accept the dictum of the 
New York Times editorial board, 
which, the day after Roe was is-
sued, harrumphed and declared 
the abortion debate over; and they 
respectfully declined to follow the 
instruction to cease-and-desist 
addressed to them by the Supreme 
Court’s plurality opinion in Casey.   

Those pro-life heroes have been, 
and are, Catholic, Protestant, 
Jewish and secular. Permit me to 
mention several Catholic heroes 
living and dead, whose consci-
entious work won the scientific, 
medical, philosophical, and legal 
arguments while creating thou-
sands of pro-life pregnancy and 
maternity centers where women in 
crisis pregnancies can find a hu-
mane response in their immediate 
hour of need, and beyond.

I think of then-Msgr. James 
McHugh, who created the pro-life 
office at the U.S. bishops confer-
ence. Often embattled, that office 
became a bulwark of the pro-life 
movement’s argumentation and 
advocacy thanks to such stalwart 
leaders as Gail Quinn, Richard 
Doerflinger, Helen Alvaré, Deirdre 
McQuade, Amy McInerny and so 
many others.

I think of Cardinal John J. 
O’Connor of New York, who re-

fused to let his brother bishops 
flag in their pro-life advocacy when 
some were growing tired of the 
struggle. 

I think of public officials of both 
parties: Henry Hyde of Illinois, 
the powerful and effective leader 
of congressional pro-life forces for 
decades; Chris Smith of New Jer-
sey, who assumed Hyde’s mantle 
on his retirement; and Governor 
Robert Casey of Pennsylvania.

I think of scholars and authors: 
John T. Noonan, Jr., who briskly 
eviscerated Roe v. Wade in A Pri-
vate Choice; James T. Burtchaell, 
CSC, whose Rachel Weeping is 
perhaps the most elegant book-
length statement of the pro-life 
case; Richard John Neuhaus, a 
pro-life champion as both Luther-
an pastor and Catholic priest, 
whose 1967 article in Common-
weal, warning his liberal friends in 
the civil rights movement against 
being seduced by the “pro-choice” 
mantra, won a Catholic Press 
Association award (those were the 
days…); Mary Ann Glendon, whose 
impeccable scholarship has kept 
the pro-life flag flying boldly at 
Harvard Law School and through-
out the world.        

I think of Jeanne Mancini, who, 
with the unflagging support of the 
Knights of Columbus, has built on 
Nellie Gray’s work and made the 
annual March for Life bigger, more 
powerful, and ever more insistent 
that the pro-life movement is a 

pro-women movement.
I think of the Gabriel Project, 

Project Rachel and the volunteers 
who staff those expressions of 
Christian love and compassion, 
which demonstrate the mendacity 
of the charge that pro-lifers only 
care about babies before they’re 
born and ignore women who’ve 
suffered the trauma of abortion.   

There are so many more. God 
bless them all. 

One final point as the debate 
over the right-to-life moves into 
state legislatures: After Dobbs, it 
will be harder to argue that the 
abortion license decreed by Roe v. 
Wade was gestated in the womb of 
the Declaration of Independence 
and latent in the concept of lib-
erty prevalent at the American 
Founding. Properly understood, 
the civil rights triumph of June 24, 
2022, will help clear the ground on 
which the hard work of rebuilding 
a culture of life can continue — 
a culture that does not mistake 
liberty for license, which was a 
notion foreign to the Founders and 
Framers.

continued 
from page 14

exception to the 
rule had applied ... 
You have to be able 
to see the differ-
ence ... I’m left with 
an overwhelming 
sense of gratitude, 
that not only did 
God see value in 
my life, but that my 
family saw value 
in my life. I’m very 
grateful for that. 
I’m eternally grate-
ful that they chose 
to allow me to be 
born.”

Our choices today 
powerfully affect 
future timelines 
in either positive 
or detrimental 
ways. In choosing 
to protect human 
life, we open up a 
more beautiful and 
fulfilling future for 
ourselves and all 
those around us.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

¡Bendito sea Dios!

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Cumpleaños en el santuario

El Diácono Norm Mejstrik ha estado 
muy involucrado con el proyecto del 
Santuario del Beato Stanley Rother des-
de el principio. Actualmente, ayuda con 
el centro de peregrinación y el diseño del 
museo, supervisa la tienda de regalos y 
los libros del Beato Stanley Rother, ayu-
da con asuntos logísticos y mucho más. 
En reconocimiento a su dedicado trabajo 
promoviendo la devoción al Beato Stan-
ley Rother y ayudando con el proyecto 
del santuario, recientemente recibió un 
comedero para pájaros en forma de la 
réplica del santuario como obsequio por 
su cumpleaños. ¡Feliz cumpleaños y 
gracias Diácono Norm!

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

El 22 de enero de 1973 es un día solemne 
que pasará a la historia de nuestro país como 
un día de “infamia”. Hoy, el 24 de junio, en la 
Solemnidad del Sagrado Corazón de Jesús, esa 
infamia ha sido significativamente corregida. 

Después de la muerte de más de 60 millones 
de niños inocentes no-nacidos, y como fruto de 
años de oración, lucha y defensa persistente 
de la santidad de la vida, la Corte Suprema de 
los Estados Unidos ha reconocido su error y 
juicio costosos. ¡Roe vs Wade ha sido deroga-
do! ¡Bendigo sea Dios!

Aun cuando celebramos la victoria de la 
vida, el día de hoy nuestros corazones voltean 
a ver a esos niños no nacidos a los cuales se 
les quitó la oportunidad de vivir las vidas que 
Dios les había dado. Los ofrecemos a la miseri-
cordia de Jesús el Redentor y su Sacratísimo 
Corazón sabiendo que “su misericordia es 
eterna”. 

También ponemos en su misericordioso 
Corazón a las madres heridas y lastimadas, a 
los padres y familias que aún continúan su-
friendo por los efectos de abortos pasados, de 
los cuales no se hablan ni se conoce. 

Tenemos la oportunidad de elevar nuestros 

corazones en acción de gracias a Dios por el 
don de la vida y esta victoria a favor de la vida. 
Pero es también una ocasión que nos recuerda 
de la necesidad de seguir ofreciendo cuidado y 
compasión a esas mujeres que se encuentran 
aún en situaciones difíciles, debido a embaraz-
os no planeados o problemas en su embarazo. 

La mayoría de las mujeres no quieren ten-
er un aborto. Muchas eligen practicarse un 
aborto porque temen no tener el apoyo ade-
cuado para llevar las cargas del embarazo y 
traer un niño al mundo. La Iglesia y todas sus 
organizaciones de ayuda y agencias afiliadas, 
y todos aquellos que valoran la vida, tenemos 
la responsabilidad de acompañar y apoyar a 
estas mujeres. ¡Es más importante que nunca! 
Tenemos que demostrar nuestro compromiso 
pro-vida en el cuidado y la defensa de la vida 
antes y después del nacimiento de un niño.  

Este momento histórico es también un tiem-
po para renovar nuestra vigilancia. Muchos 
están enojados y hasta enfurecidos con esta 
decisión. Debemos ser prudentes y estar 
atentos y preparados para posibles escenas de 
violencia contra algunas personas y vandalis-
mo en contra de agencias e Iglesias pro-vida. 

Pero debemos 
estar también 
espiritualmente 
vigilantes. 

Esta es una 
batalla que va 
más allá de lo que 
podemos ver; es 
más que simples 
protestas y contra protestas. Las fuerzas de la 
muerte que han permitido el derramamiento 
de tanta sangre inocente a través del abor-
to y otras formas de violencia son más que 
económicas, políticas e ideológicas. 

Existe una batalla antigua entre el Dios de 
la vida y el enemigo de la vida. ¡La vida saldrá 
victoriosa! Esta decisión de la Suprema Corte, 
la cual es una victoria para la vida, segura-
mente hará que el enemigo de la vida lance 
ataques aún más descarados. Las personas 
que pueden ver con los ojos de la fe deben 
estar atentas a los engaños de aquel que es 
conocido como el “padre de la mentira”. 

¡San Miguel Arcángel, defiéndenos en la 
batalla!

¿Cuál es el siguiente paso en el 
camino a la santidad para el Beato 

Stanley Rother?
Festividad del Beato Stanley Rother 28 de julio

E
n 2007, la archidióce-
sis de Oklahoma 
City abrió la causa 
de canonización del 
Beato Stanley Rother. 

Fue un emprendimiento masivo 
dirigido por el Arzobispo Emérito 
Eusebio Beltrán y una comisión 
encargada de reunir miles de 
documentos, fotografías y testi-
monios sobre el Beato Stanley de 
su familia, hermanos sacerdotes 
y laicos a quienes sirvió en Gua-

temala.
La historia del 

Beato Stanley y la 
“evidencia” de su 
vida digna se compiló 
en una “positio” de 
1126 páginas, que 
el Arzobispo Coak-
ley presentó a la 
comisión del Vati-
cano encargada de 
revisar y recomendar 
la beatificación y la 
santidad. No pasó 
mucho tiempo, según 
los estándares de 
la Iglesia Católica, 
para que el Vaticano 
recomendara al Padre 
Stanley Rother que se 
convirtiera en Beato 
y se presentara como 
un ejemplo de fiel 
testimonio cristiano.

Fue beatificado el 
23 de septiembre de 

2017 en el Centro de Conven-
ciones Cox en Oklahoma City 
en una Misa de Beatificación 
celebrada por el Cardenal An-
gelo Amato, S.D.B, el entonces 
Prefecto de la Congregación para 
las Causas de los Santos, y a la 
que asistieron más de 20,000 
personas de todo el país. Fue 
transmitido en vivo por KWTV-
Ch. 9 en Oklahoma City y a nivel 
nacional por EWTN. Aquellos 
que no cabían en el repleto esta-
dio, miraban desde salas de con-
ferencias, pasillos, vestíbulos de 
hoteles y en una pantalla grande 
fuera de un edificio del centro.

El Beato Stanley fue el primer 
sacerdote nacido en los Estados 
Unidos en ser beatificado y el 
primer mártir declarado por los 
Estados Unidos.

“Pasaron menos de 10 años 
desde el inicio de su causa hasta 
la declaración del Papa Francis-
co en diciembre de 2016 de que 
el Padre Stan era un mártir de la 
fe. ¡Ahora, necesitamos la ayuda 
de todos para llegar al siguiente 
paso de la santidad! Para llegar 
allí, el Beato Stanley necesita un 
milagro verificado y eso solo 

Por Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic
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puede suceder si los fieles rezan por su intercesión”, 
dijo George Rigazzi, archivista de la arquidiócesis y 
miembro de la comisión de la causa.

La Canonización es el honor más alto que la Iglesia 
Católica puede otorgar a un cristiano.

Para que todos los beatificados, tanto mártires 
como confesores, sean canonizados se requiere un 
milagro. Debe probarse que este hecho se produjo por 
intercesión del Beato y con posterioridad a la fecha 
de su beatificación. En el caso del Beato Stanley, es 
en cualquier momento después de que fue declarado 
mártir, el 1 de diciembre de 2016.

Cuando se haya probado el milagro, el Papa pro-
cede a la ceremonia de canonización, que es un acto 
de la autoridad docente infalible del Papa. Por este 
acto, la Iglesia declara que él o ella es un santo en 
el cielo con Dios. También significa que el santo es 
digno de veneración pública por parte de la Iglesia 
universal y se presenta como un modelo a imitar y un 
poderoso intercesor para todos, dijo el diácono Norm 
Mejstrik, jefe de la Causa Rother de la arquidiócesis.

Los católicos no “adoran” a los santos, sino que los 
veneran. Unidos en la comunión de los santos, los 
fieles de la tierra piden a los fieles del cielo, que son 

sus hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, que se unan a 
ellos para presentar sus necesidades a Dios con hu-
mildad y oración.

“Estoy agradecido con Dios y con todos aquellos 
que trabajan para promover la causa del Beato Stan-
ley”, dijo el Arzobispo Coakley. “La Iglesia necesita 
testigos heroicos para hacer avanzar la misión de 
Cristo, y el Beato Stanley Rother fue verdaderamente 
un testigo heroico del Evangelio de Jesucristo. Dio su 
vida en el servicio pastoral a su pueblo. Animo a los 
fieles a buscar su intercesión y orar por su canon-
ización”.

En la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City, la Diócesis 
de Tulsa y la Diócesis de Little Rock, la festividad del 
Beato Stanley se celebra cada año en la fecha de su 
martirio, el 28 de julio. Después de cinco años, la 
arquidiócesis puede solicitar que se celebre su festivi-
dad por todas las diócesis de los Estados Unidos.

Para brindar información sobre un posible milagro 
con la intercesión del Beato Stanley, visite archokc.
org/rothermiracle o comuníquese con el Diácono 
Norm Mejstrik en (405) 709-2710; nmejstrik@ 
archokc.org.

Para obtener más información sobre la vida y el tes-
timonio del Beato Stanley, visite stanleyrother.org.

Diane Clay es una escritora independiente para el 
Sooner Catholic.

 July 3, 2022   17Sooner Catholic

Beato Stanley Rother 
Oración del Proyecto Santuario  

Señor Dios, Tú eres el maestro constructor y la base 
de todo lo que hacemos. Te damos gracias por este día,  
y por la oportunidad de trabajar juntos en un espíritu 
de unidad y cooperación. Te pedimos que guíes a to-
dos involucrados en el diseño y la construcción de este 
Santuario al Beato Stanley Rother. Te pedimos que nos 
cuides y nos protejas para que todo lo que hacemos hoy 
y siempre sea para el bien de Tu Pueblo, y para la gloria 
de Tu nombre. Por Cristo nuestro Señor. Amén.

© 2019 Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City 
stanleyrother.org

continuado de la página 16

Oración por la Causa de 
Canonization del Beato 

Stanley Rother

Beato Stanley hermano 
nuestro, donaste tu vida 
en servicio por los demás y 
derramaste tu sangre como 
testigo a la fidelidad del amor 
de Dios.

Aquellos a que amaste 
y serviste tan profunda y 
completamente Te conocían 
como su pastor y sacerdote, 
intercediste por ellos como su 
puerta abierta a la presencia 
de Cristo.

Ruega e intercede por 
nosotros, únete en nuestro 
camino por la vida, para 
que la presencia redentora 
de Jesús, pueda tocarnos y 
restaurarnos a la plenitud y 
la paz.

Te pido en este tiempo de 
necesidad por [declare su 
necesidad] que tu oración 
nos acompañe; que la miseri-
cordia de Cristo que resonó 
en tu ministerio y martirio, 
nos renueve y nos traiga las 
gracias necesarias para sanar 
nuestro quebranto, ilumine 
nuestra oscuridad, y restaure 
lo que hemos perdido en 
nuestras vidas, para que 
podamos ser, finalmente, uno 
contigo en la alabanza a Dios 
para siempre en el cielo.

Por Cristo nuestro Señor
Amén.

Tres eventos públicos durante la 
semana de la dedicación del santuario

Tres eventos durante la semana previa 
a la dedicación del Santuario del Beato 
Stanley Rother estarán abiertos al públi-
co. La primera es una vigilia de toda la 
noche con el ataúd del Beato Stanley des-
de las 5 p.m. del domingo 30 de octubre 
al lunes 31 de octubre a las 5 a.m. en la 
Catedral de Nuestra Señora del Perpetuo 
Socorro. La segunda es la consagración 
del santuario a las 11 a.m. del viernes 4 
de noviembre y la tercera es la procesión 
y bendición del Cerro Tepeyac el sábado 5 
de noviembre en el recinto del santuario. 
Manténgase actualizado en archokc.org/
shrinededication.



Sooner Catholic18    July 3, 2022

Briefs

Twice before, I have recom-
mended listening to “Good 
News, Sunday.” That is because 
the contents speak to the heart 
of our purpose as people creat-
ed by God, according to the Bal-
timore Catechism: “God made 
me to know him, to love him 
and to serve him in this world, 
and to be happy with him forev-
er in heaven” (Lesson First: On 
the End of Man). 

Deacon Larry Sousa and Fred 
Pope host “Good News, Sun-
day.” It airs at 3:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
on Oklahoma Catholic Radio. 
The program prepares us to 
celebrate the weekend, Sunday 
liturgy with the proclamation of 
the Holy Scriptures, God’s Word 
to us. 

Fred usually introduces 
the first reading from the Old 
Testament with a sentence or 
two that provides some context 
for the listener. The responso-
rial psalm often is beautifully 
sung by the choir of Saint Mark 
Catholic Church in Norman. 
The second reading, from the 
New Testament, also is pro-
claimed by Fred. Deacon Larry 
Sousa reads the Gospel and 
provides a reflection.

Why cover this again? I 
brought it up during a work-
shop my parish held for min-
isters of the word (lectors) and 
extraordinary ministers of Holy 
Communion. Many participants 
were unaware that OKCR pro-
vided this aid to prepare us for 
our Sunday worship. 

Our workshop was conducted 
by Deacon Bill King. He in-
structed us on safety protocols 
and procedure, but front and 
center to everything that Dea-
con Bill imparted to us was our 
belief that Jesus is present to 
us in his body and blood un-
der the appearances of bread 
and wine, and as ministers, the 
importance of our actions and 
behavior conveying that belief 

to our brothers and sisters at 
Mass.

Knowing what we are about 
certainly aids us in these du-
ties. Preparing ourselves goes 
beyond being on time for Mass 
and letting the coordinator know 
we have arrived. That’s where 
“Good News, Sunday” fits in. 

If you have ever listened to 
Father John Ricardo’s Catholic 
radio program, “Christ Is the 
Answer,” you have heard him 
remind us that in the Scrip-
tures, God is speaking to us – 
personally. 

God is making an overture to 
us, initiating conversation. He 
wants us to know him. When 
we can hear his word, before we 
read it, it is personal. We are 
tuned to respond to God’s “con-
versation.” “Good News, Sun-
day” adds an opportunity for us 
to build our “conversation” and 
develop our love for God.

The workshop reminded me 
that my whole purpose, not just 
as a minister, has its meaning 
in my relationship with God. 
My love and service to God will 
thrive with daily prayer and de-
votional readings such as “The 
Word Among Us.” If you do not 
yet have that daily habit, I en-
courage you to start by listening 
to “Good News, Sunday” just 
one day a week.

God invites us into friendship 
with him first in his word. The 
more we know him through his 
word, the more we can celebrate 
the sacrifice of his body and 
blood for our salvation. As we 
participate in the sacrament 
of his body and blood, we fall 
more in love, prepared to serve 
him as the people he created us 
to be.

Has it been a while since you 
donated to Oklahoma Catholic 
Radio? If you are not a monthly 
donor, a “Keeper of the Air-
waves,” we would be grateful for 
your gift, too! You can donate 
online at okcr.org, under the 
heading “Give to OKCR.” 

You also can mail your con-
tribution to OKCR, P.O. Box 
32180, Oklahoma City 73123-
0380.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Please contact organizers before 
attending. Find more briefs at  
archokc.org/briefs. 

Summer camp
Register now for Our Lady of 

Guadalupe Catholic Summer Camp 
or family camp. Visit campolog.org. 

Shrine dedication week
Three events during the week 

leading up to the dedication of the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine will 
be open to the public. The first is 
an all-night vigil with Blessed Stan-
ley’s casket from 5 p.m. Sunday, 
Oct. 30, to 5 a.m. Monday, Oct. 31, 
at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help. The second is the 
dedication of the shrine at 11 a.m. 
Friday, Nov. 4, and the third is the 
procession and blessing of Tepeyac 
Hill on Saturday, Nov. 5, on the 
shrine campus. Stay updated at 
archokc.org/shrinededication. 

Catechetical certification day
Calling all lay catechists of chil-

dren, youth and adults, to join a 
one-day event and receive basic 
archdiocesan certification for all 
ministry areas. All four workshops 
will be offered. Participants only 
need to attend workshops needed 
to complete their basic certification 
track with FranciscanAtHome.com. 
Workshops begin at 9 a.m. July 16 
at St. James the Greater Catholic 
Church, 4201 S. McKinley Ave., 
in Oklahoma City. Cost $10. Visit 
archokc.org/workshops.

St. Anthony Catholic School 
reunion

St. Anthony Catholic School re-
union is 1 p.m. July 16 at the St. 
Anthony Activity Center. Contact 
Larry Biddle at (918) 756-1792.

Reds, Whites & Brews
Catholic Charites of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City presents 
Reds, Whites & Brews 6 p.m. – 10 
p.m. July 22 at Dunlap Codding, 
609 W. Sheridan Ave., Oklahoma 
City. Tickets and sponsorships 
available at redswhitesbrews.org.

Bl. Stanley Rother Rosary Run
The fifth annual Blessed Stan-

ley Rother Rosary Run is July 23. 
Registration begins at 8 a.m. at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, in Oklaho-
ma City. No cost to ride. All vehicles 
welcome. Donations accepted; all 
proceeds benefit the Gospel of Life 
Disciples. Visit therothermen.com.

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “Hearken Con-

tinually: A Primer on Discernment 
of God’s Will,” presented by Alex 
Schimpf is 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. July 
23 at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
MacArthur St., Shawnee. Limited 
seating. Masks are recommended, 
but not required. Attendees must 
pre-register by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Healing Mass
Archbishop Paul Coakley will cel-

ebrate a healing Mass at 11 a.m. 
July 24 at Our Lady of Lebanon 
Catholic Church, 500 Alameda St., 
in Norman. A Lebanese meal will 
be served. Everyone is invited.

Rother Feast Day Mass
The 41st annual Blessed Stan-

ley Rother Feast Day Mass is 6:30 
p.m. July 28 at Holy Trinity Cath-
olic Church, 211 Missouri Ave., in 
Okarche. Mass is open to the pub-
lic and will be followed by a dinner 
in the parish hall. RSVP for the 
dinner by calling the parish office 
at (405) 263-7930 during normal 
office hours on Monday, Wednes-
day or Friday.

Ignatian Year Spirituality   
Conference 

The Ignatian Year Spirituality 
Conference, “See All Things New in 
Christ,” is July 29-31 at Marriott 
Dallas/Fort Worth Westlake. Fr. 
James Hanvey, S.J., secretary for 
the service of faith to the Gener-
al Curia of the Society of Jesus 
in Rome, is the keynote speaker. 
Other panelists include authors 
Fr. Joseph A. Tetlow, S.J., Fr. 
Mark Thibodeaux, S.J., and Vinita 
Hampton Wright. Call (940) 268-
8788 or visit ignatianinstitute.org.

Quo Vadis Days
A vocation discernment retreat 

for men ages 15-35 is July 31-Aug. 
3 at Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Camp in Wellston. Register at 
archokc.campbrainregistration.
com.

Talitha Koum
A vocation discernment retreat 

for women ages 15-35 is Aug. 3-5 
at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Camp in Wellston. Register at  
archokc.campbrainregistration.
com.

Love Run
The “Love Run,” a Knights on 

Bikes annual poker run to raise 
money for The Center of Family 
Love begins at 9:30 a.m. Aug. 13 
at Diamondback Harley Davidson 
in Lawton. Open to both motorcy-
cles and cars. Cost: $20 for sin-
gles; $30 for couples; $10 for each 
additional hand. Cash prizes: $700 
for the high hand; $300 for the low 
hand. Contact Jim Spaeth at (405) 
769-4379 or Steven Rose at (580) 
951-4002.

Married Couples Retreat
A Domestic Church Married 

Couples Retreat will be held Sept. 
2-5 in Oklahoma City. Register at 
domesticchurchfamilies.com. Con-
tact Brian and Kristy Simmons at 
domesticchurchokc@gmail.com or 
(405) 637-8231.

Annulment information session
Fr. Rick Stansberry will lead a 

general information session about 
annulments 3 p.m. – 5 p.m. Sept. 
11 in the Great Hall at St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church, 900 

S. Littler Ave. in Edmond. Open 
to everyone. Call (405) 340-0691. 

 
Catechetical Conference

The 2022 Catechetical Confer-
ence “This is my body” is 8:30 
a.m. – 3 p.m. Sept. 17 at Bish-
op McGuinness Catholic High 
School, 801 N.W. 50, in Oklaho-

ma City. This archdiocesan event 
is for all those involved in chil-
dren and youth ministries, RCIA, 
small discipleship groups and 
young adult ministry. This year 
parents are invited to join, as 
they are the “first catechist.” For 
more information, visit archokc.
org/catcon.
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July

3     Fourteenth Sunday in 
       Ordinary Time.

3     Third Order (Lay) Dominicans 
       meeting, 3 p.m., St. Monica, 
       Edmond. Call (405) 313-6611. 

3     Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., every Sunday, Our Lady 
       of Lebanon Catholic Church, 
       500 Alameda St., Norman.  

4     Independence Day. CPC 
       Closed.

5     Feast of St. Anthony Zaccaria.

5     Feast of St. Elizabeth of 
       Portugal.

6     Feast of St. Maria Goretti.

9     Feast of St. Augustine Zhao 
       Rong.

10   Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary 
       Time.

10   Feast of St. Benedict. 

11   Feast of St. Benedict.

13   Feast of St. Henry.

13   Catholic War Veterans USA 
       the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
       No. 168 meeting, 7 p.m., Sun-
       nylane Family Reception Cen-
       ter, 3900 S.E. 29, Del City.  
       Contact (405) 760-3886.  

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.

Kevin Pierce 
Regional Agency Executive Consultant 

General Agent 
SKC 

Office: 877-707-0752 
Cell: 405-514-7660 

kevin.pierce@kofc.org 

Trey Welker 
Assistant General Agent 

MDRT, SKC 
405-850-4092 

trey.welker@kofc.org 
Councils: 1038, 1537, 2974, 

3220, 3309, 12669

Bobby Stevens 
MDRT 

405-534-0397 
bobby.stevens@kofc.org 

Councils: 775, 1018, 3556, 
4598, 5160, 5354, 9901, 

12108, 16048, 16214

Chad McAuliff 
MDRT, SKC 

918-284-0685 
chad.mcauliff@kofc.org 

Councils: 7392, 1677, 4721, 
6606, 11959, 9737, 6935

Lance Dufour 
MDRT, SKC 

918-550-0886 
lance.dufour@kofc.org 

Councils: 962, 1302, 3167, 
4519, 4804, 7395, 8433, 

11734, 14220, 14248, 14448, 
15785, 17559

Devon Soukup 
MDRT, SKC 

405-505-6030 
devon.soukup@kofc.org 

Councils: 767, 3101, 5440, 
5759, 6478, 8633, 14744

Mike Maggio  
MDRT  

405-697-8820 
michael.maggio@kofc.org 
Councils: 916, 949, 1053,  
1903, 3336, 4026, 4042, 
5266, 5396, 9333, 9583, 

11135, 11237, 14106

Max Yardley 
MDRT  

405-570-2179 
max.yardley@kofc.org 
Councils: 4601, 6477, 
8204, 12518, 12605

This could be you! 
Career opportunities 

available in the 
Tulsa area.

Michael Dalby 
405-638-1274 

michael.dalby@kofc.org 
Councils: 965, 1287, 2604, 
4889, 5168, 8523, 9900, 

11648, 11909, 12819, 12382, 
16367

Pierce Agency

Jake Stone 
405-923-3048 

jake.stone@kofc.org 
Councils: 1044, 3113,  

1533, 9334, 10822, 13366

Ranked the #1  
Knights of Columbus  

Agency in the Order in  
2015, 2017, 2018,  
2019 and 2020.
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For over 138 years, our insurance program has helped  
generations of Catholic families find stability and security.
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14   Feast of St. Kateri Tekawitha.

15    Feast of St. Bonaventure.

15    Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
        ter, July 15-17, St. Andrew 
        Catholic Church, Moore.

16    Feast of Our Lady of Carmel.

16    Catechetical certification 
        day, 9 a.m., St. James the 
        Greater Catholic Church, OKC. 

16    St. Anthony Catholic School 
        reunion, 1 p.m., St. Anthony 
        Activity Center. 

16    The Oklahoma City Commu-
        nity of Secular Carmelites 
        meeting, Little Flower, OKC. 
        Call (405) 637-4611. 

16    Lay Missionaries of Charity 
        meeting, 9:30 a.m., first Satur-
        day of the month, St. Ann for 
        Holy Mass, adoration and 
        the Rosary. Third Saturday of 
        the month meeting, Holy In-
        nocents’ conference room. 
        Call (405) 341-2199.
 
17    Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary 
        Time.

17    Monthly Novena to the Infant 
        Jesus begins. 

17    Secular Franciscan Order St.   
        Francis of Assisi Fraternity of 
        Central Oklahoma meeting, 2
        p.m., St. Eugene Catholic Ch-   
        urch. Contact billfull@cox.net. 

18   Feast of St. Camillus de Lellis.

19   Serra Club of Oklahoma City 
       meeting, 10:30 a.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
       west Expressway, OKC. 

19   Suicide grief support group, 
       6 p.m. - 7 p.m., St. Francis, 
       1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

20   Feast of St. Apollinaris.

21   Feast of St. Lawrence of 
       Brindisi.

22   Feast of St. Mary Magdalene.

22   Reds, Whites & Brews, 6 p.m. 
       Dunlap Codding, 609 W. Sher-   
       idan Ave., OKC. 

23   Feast of St. Bridget.

23   Bl. Stanley Rother Rosary 
       Run, 8 a.m., Catholic Pastoral 
       Center. therothermen.com.

23   Day of Reflection, 8:30 a.m. 
       - 3 p.m. St. Gregory’s Abbey, 
       1900 W. MacArthur St., Shaw-
       nee. retreats@monksok.org.

24   Seventeenth Sunday in 
       Ordinary Time.

24   Healing Mass, 11 a.m., Our 
       Lady of Lebanon, 500 Ala-
       meda St., Norman.

25   Feast of St. James.

26   Feast of Sts. Joachim and Anne.

28   Feast of Blessed Stanley 
       Rother.

28   Blessed Stanley Rother Feast 
       Day Mass, 6:30 p.m., Holy 
       Trinity Catholic Church, 211 
       Missouri Ave., Okarche.

29   Feast of St. Martha.

30   Feast of St. Peter Chrysologus.

31   Eighteenth Sunday in 
       Ordinary Time.

31   Quo Vadis Days, Our Lady of 
       Guadalupe Catholic Camp.

August 

1     Feast of St. Alphonsus Liguori.

2     Feast of St. Eusebius of 
       Vercelli.

2     Feast of St. Peter Julian 
       Eymard.

3     Talitha Koum, Our Lady of 
       Guadalupe Catholic Camp.
 
4     Feast of St. John Vianney.

5     The Dedication of the Basilica 
       of St. Mary Major.

5     First Friday Sacred Heart 
       Mass, 7 p.m., Catholic Pasto-
       ral Center. Exposition of the  
       Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.

6     The Transfiguration of the 
       Lord.
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“The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep” “The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep” – John 10:11– John 10:11

Please visit: gift.rothershrine.org

The parishioners of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City made the construction of the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine possible! We are all excited to 
celebrate the Shrine’s dedication later this year. We are asking for additional financial assistance to support the ongoing upkeep and anticipated  
expenses of welcoming thousands of pilgrims to the Shrine each year. Please consider making a gift to the Shrine by returning the envelope inserted 
in this issue or by making your gift online at: gift.rothershrine.org. Thank you in advance for your continued generosity!

half of states plan to ban or restrict 
abortions with this decision in place, 
and 13 states have trigger laws put in 
place set to ban abortions right away 
upon Roe’s reversal.

“We hold that Roe and Casey must 
be overruled,” Justice Samuel Alito 
wrote in the court’s majority opinion. 
Casey v. Planned Parenthood is the 
1992 decision that affirmed Roe.

Alito was joined by Justices Clarence 
Thomas, Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kavana-
ugh and Amy Coney Barrett.

The vote to uphold Mississippi’s 
abortion restriction was 6-3, with 
Chief Justice John Roberts voting with 
the majority. In a separate opinion, he 
said he would not have overturned the 
court’s Roe decision.

Alito, writing for the majority, said: 
“The Constitution makes no reference 
to abortion, and no such right is im-
plicitly protected by any constitutional 
provision, including the one on which 
the defenders of Roe and Casey now 
chiefly rely — the Due Process Clause 
of the 14th Amendment.”

U.S. Catholic bishops who have 
supported a reversal of Roe immedi-
ately reacted positively to the court’s 
decision that comes at the end of this 
year’s term.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops called the decision a “histor-
ic day in the life of our country, one 
that stirs our thoughts, emotions and 
prayers.”

“We pray that our elected officials 
will now enact laws and policies that 

promote and protect the most vul-
nerable among us,” said the June 24 
statement by Los Angeles Archbishop 
José H. Gomez, USCCB president, and 
Baltimore Archbishop William E. Lori, 
chairman of the USCCB’s Committee 
on Pro-Life Activities.

“We give thanks to God for today’s 
decision … This just decision will save 
countless innocent children simply 
waiting to be born,” said the New 
York Catholic bishops in a statement 
shortly after the court’s opinion was 
released.

Those on both sides of the issue 
were outside the court when the ruling 
came down and continued to gath-
ered in force throughout the afternoon 
with posters, bullhorns, hugging and 
shouting.

Crowds have been outside the court 
— blocked off now by security fencing 
— for days, anticipating this decision, 
just as they were when a draft of the 
opinion was leaked in early May.

In remarks from the White House 
June 24, President Joe Biden said the 
court’s decision was “a sad day for 
the country in my view, but it doesn’t 
mean the fight is over,” and he urged 
Americans to respond with their votes 
in the upcoming elections.

He also urged demonstrators to 
“keep all protests peaceful,” adding: 
“We must stand against violence in 
any form, regardless of your ratio-
nale.”

The Dobbs opinion is very similar to 
the leaked draft that called Roe “egre-
giously wrong from the start.”

Justices Stephen Breyer, Sonia Soto-
mayor and Elena Kagan wrote a joint 

dissent that emphasized the signifi-
cance of the court’s previous decisions 
on this issue.

They added: “Whatever the exact 
scope of the coming laws, one result of 
today’s decision is certain: the curtail-
ment of women’s rights, and of their 
status as free and equal citizens.”

They also noted that their dissent 
“with sorrow — for this court, but 
more, for the many millions of Ameri-
can women who have today lost a fun-
damental constitutional protection.”

When the court announced last 
year that it would take this case, after 
considering it more than a dozen times 
since 2020, the justices said they 
would only review one of the three 
questions presented to them: “Wheth-
er all pre-viability prohibitions on elec-
tive abortions are unconstitutional.”

That point of viability — when a 
fetus is said to be able to survive on 
its own — was a key point in this 
case, because the Supreme Court had 
consistently ruled that states cannot 
restrict abortion before 24 weeks, or 
when a fetus could survive on its own.

A friend-of-the-court brief submitted 
by the USCCB stressed that abortion 
is not a right created by the Constitu-
tion and called it “inherently different 
from other types of personal decisions 
to which this court has accorded con-
stitutional protection.”

Referring to the court’s major abor-
tion decisions, the brief also warned 
that if the Supreme Court “continues 
to treat abortion as a constitutional is-
sue,” it will face more questions in the 
future about “what sorts of abortion 
regulations are permissible.”
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