
June 11 marked a special day for Blessed Sac-
rament Catholic Church in Lawton. It commemo-
rated the 120th anniversary of the church, and the 
church celebrated it with an afternoon of family fun 
and activities.

“One hundred and 20 years ago this weekend, 
Bishop Meerschaert, our first bishop, came to 

Lawton to celebrate a Confirmation Mass. While 
he was there, he introduced Father Zenon Steber 
as the first resident pastor of Lawton, establishing 
Blessed Sacrament as a parish. Over the past 120 
years, Blessed Sacrament has had 15 different pas-
tors, many associate pastors and thousands and 
thousands of parishioners,” said Father John Paul 
Lewis, pastor, in the weekly bulletin.

“A man does not become a father 
simply by bringing a child into the 
world, but by taking up the re-
sponsibility to care for that child. 
Whenever a man accepts respon-
sibility for the life of another, in 
some way he becomes a father to 
that person” (Patris corde).

The following three fathers were 
brought up in very diverse back-
grounds with very different life ex-
periences. However, they all share 
a devotion to the Catholic faith 
and enjoy fatherhood. 

Juan Perez, Saint Mary Catho-
lic Church, Ardmore

Juan Perez and his family have 
been members of Saint Mary 
Catholic Church for more than 15 

years. He and his wife Teresa are 
the proud parents of five children. 
He is employed at Chick-fil-A. 

Perez said, “I draw inspiration 
when times are tough from Bless-
ed Stanley Rother, who gave his 
life to save his sheep.” 

As for being a good father figure, 
he said, “I always want my wife 
and kids to be better Christians 
and follow the example of the Holy 
Family. ... I strive to be a good 
example and a good father to my 
kids.”

Deacon Juan Jimenez said the 
following about Perez and his 
family, “I wish every family was as 
devoted to Christ. They should use 
this family as an example. They 
never miss Mass, they are here 
early for Mass, they serve as Mass 
servers, they serve as lectors, the 
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Go Make Disciples

Bl. Sacrament Catholic Church 
celebrates 120 years

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Local fathers share faith, unconditional love
Father’s Day is June 19

Juan Perez and his family. Photo provided.continued on page 20

Congratulations 
to the Class of 

2022!

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

Parishioners celebrated the 120th anniversary of Bl. Sacrament Catholic Church on June 11 in Lawton. Top right: Fr. 
John Paul Lewis, left, and Dcn. Howard Harper played in the cornhole tournament. Bottom right: Arlene and Modesto 
Schonchin sang a Church hymn in the Comanche language. Photos Jolene Schonchin/Sooner Catholic.

continued on page 20

Turn to pages 7-14 for the 
Sooner Catholic 

graduation section
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Loving God, 
we pray for everyone who 

graduated this year. 
May they always be 

aware that they will find 
fulfillment in doing your will 
and that you will always be 

with them.
Amen.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a For the sick, the lonely, 
and the grieving. May they 
know the renewing and 
comforting touch of God. 
We pray to the Lord. Lord, 
hear our prayer. 

a Find items such as  
rosaries, prayer cards, 
books and Guatemalan 
crafts at the Rother Store 
online at rotherstore.com.

a The Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City, the Diocese 
of Tulsa and St. Gregory’s 
Abbey have launched the 
Oklahoma Catholic Native 
Schools Project to better 
understand the history and 
experiences of native stu-
dents in Oklahoma Cath-
olic boarding schools from 
1880 to 1965. To contribute 
documents, photographs or 
an oral history, e-mail info@
oknativeschoolsproject.org. 
Learn more at archokc.org/
oknativeschoolsproject.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Before the end of June, the U.S. Supreme Court 
is expected to issue its long-anticipated abortion 
decision in the Dobbs case. 

Because of an unprecedented leak, it is wide-
ly expected that the justices will uphold a lower 
court’s decision limiting abortion or possibly even 
overturn the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision that legal-
ized abortion in every state. 

Overturning Roe would return the ability to reg-
ulate abortion to the states.  

Pro-life advocates and those who recognize abor-
tion as the preeminent social concern of our time 
are certainly heartened by this possibility.  

For nearly 50 years, we have been praying for an 
end to abortion. Abortion is an afront to the sanc-
tity of life and the dignity of the human person. 
Abortion destroys the life of an innocent child, but 
also inflicts a wound on mothers, fathers, families 
and society.

Even if Roe is overturned, the pro-life struggle 
goes on. Regarding abortion, the question of its 
legality will move to individual states. But beyond 
politics, the authenticity of our pro-life commit-
ment demands that we be prepared to stand with 
mothers and families who will continue to face 
unexpected or problem pregnancies. They need 
support and care not only before birth but long 
after.

Our pro-life credentials in Oklahoma ought to 
be evident in our concern for the least among us 
by ensuring adequate nutrition, access to health 
care, education and any number of other goods 
that are necessary for each person to live with dig-
nity and to promote authentic human flourishing.

Most Oklahomans are rightly proud to refer to 
themselves as pro-life. During the current cam-
paign season, many candidates highlight their 
pro-life credentials because they are opposed to 
abortion. 

Abortion is the foundational issue for anyone 
who claims to be pro-life. But it doesn’t end there. 
Without that foundation securely in place, our 
pro-life claims and aspirations are like a house of 
cards. They soon collapse.

The challenge is to build on that foundation in 
a consistent manner. No single issue fully encom-
passes all that it means to be pro-life. The mini-
mum is to uphold and defend the most innocent, 
the unborn. But it doesn’t end there.  

We must be pro-life through and through!  
As Catholics we recognize that the foundation of 

our pro-life commitment 
is our belief that we are 
all created in the image 
of God with inherent 
dignity that comes from 
God. We cannot forfeit 
or surrender that digni-
ty.  

Sin defaces it but it 
does not destroy it completely. The state doesn’t 
grant it, nor can it take it away. We are redeemed 
by the blood of Christ who died and rose to deliver 
us from sin and death.  

We are created to spend eternity with God in the 
company of the saints. This is God’s plan. Every 
life is precious in God’s eyes.

For most Catholics in America, perhaps the 
most challenging application of these principles 
revolves around the question of the death penalty.  

The State of Oklahoma faces the prospect of the 
executing 25 convicted criminals over the course 
of the next two years. These men have exhausted 
their legal challenges and the attorney general has 
asked for dates for their executions. What a tragic 
spectacle this will be.  

There is no question that heinous crimes have 
been committed. Victims and their families have 
suffered. These crimes call for justice. But in a 
Christian worldview should not mercy season 
justice?

The truth, however, is that there are a variety 
of ways to exact justice without resorting to the 
use of the death penalty, which only perpetuates 
the cycle of violence. The use of the death penal-
ty does not guarantee closure for the families of 
crime victims or bring them back. 

These families need our support and practical 
compassion. What about those who have been 
wrongly convicted? For so many reasons the death 
penalty is archaic and no longer necessary in a 
civilized society, let alone one based on the princi-
ples of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The prayers, fasting and efforts of generations of 
pro-life advocates have brought us to the thresh-
old of a time when we can envision no more abor-
tions in our state.  

The prayers, fasting and efforts of pro-life advo-
cates must continue until we can foresee the elim-
ination the death penalty in Oklahoma as well.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Pro-life through and through

Lord,
we remember the fathers who 

have gone before us. We 
remember the fathers of 

Scripture who are part of your 
story. We remember those

who are fathers to us.
We remember expectant 

fathers. We remember the 
fathers who have lost children.

We remember the men who 
struggle with fertility.
Lord, bless all fathers, 

grandfathers, Godfathers, 
adoptive fathers, uncles, 
brothers, men religious and 

mothers who take on the role of 
father for their children.

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

June 19 – Confirmation, 11:15 a.m., Saint Paul the Apostle Church, Del City
June 19 – Corpus Christi Eucharistic Procession, 6:45 p.m., Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School, OKC 
June 20 – Oklahoma Conference Catholic School Accrediting Association annual board meeting, 2:30 p.m., 
Diocese of Tulsa chancery, Broken Arrow
June 20-21 – Province meeting, Tulsa
June 21 – Catholic Conference of Oklahoma annual meeting, Tulsa
June 22 – Mass and reception for 20th Anniversary of St. Ann Retirement Center, 9:30 a.m.
June 23 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC
June 23 – Catholic Charities Board meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities offices, OKC
June 23 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Board meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
June 23 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Dedication Committee meeting, 3:15 p.m., CPC 
June 25 – Mass and dedication of altar, 10 a.m., Gospel of Life Dwelling Chapel, Moore
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Archbishop Coakley’s statement on shooting 
at St. Francis hospital campus in Tulsa

“No matter the decision of the 
court on Oklahoma’s protocol, 
the use of the death penalty 
only contributes to the contin-
ued coarsening of society and 
to the spiral of violence. Taking 
another life does not ultimately 
bring closure and peace to those 
who have lost a loved one, and 
it goes against the principle of 
valuing life. Justice is necessary, 
but it is not enough. Mercy per-
fects justice and brings healing. 
I urge state leaders to end the 
death penalty in Oklahoma.”

“The unspeakable acts of vio-
lence chosen by those on death 
row have left lifelong scars for 
families and loved ones and we 
must hold these criminals ac-
countable. But killing 25 human 
beings as punishment for killing 
– even if guilty – only perpetu-
ates the cycle of violence and 
offers none of the mercy and op-
portunity for redemption Jesus 
asks of us. We also can’t undo 
it if we’re wrong. The burdens 
of trauma and violence weigh 
heavy in our country these 
days, and I ask Attorney Gen-
eral O’Connor, Gov. Stitt and 
Oklahoma leaders to take this 
opportunity to reject a culture of 
death and build up a culture of 
life.”

The Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine will meet another milestone 
when crews welcome the statues of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe and Saint 
Juan Diego, which were blessed by 
Monsignor Eduardo Chavez San-
chez, the postulator for the cause of 
Saint Juan Diego. The statues are 
coming from Mexico City and will 
be placed atop Tepeyac Hill on the 
shrine grounds. The statues are the 
creation of Mexican sculptor Geor-
gina Farias. Many thanks to Father 
William Novak, chairman of the 
shrine’s Art and Environment Com-
mittee that coordinated the work, 
and to all the committee members.

Our Lady of Guadalupe and Saint 
Juan Diego, pray for us!

Rother shrine update

Bishop chairmen plead for peace as 
attacks on pro-life organizations mount

“I commend Bishop Konderla, 
the priests of the Diocese of Tulsa 
and the Sisters of Mercy for their 
swift response to attend to the 
pastoral needs of those involved 

in this latest act of mass gun 
violence. I ask Catholics and all 
people of faith to pray for the men 
and women killed today and for 
their families who now must grieve 

tremendous loss. We need to speak 
louder in defense of all human life 
from conception until natural end, 
and find ways to stop the mass 
killing of innocent human beings.”   

WASHINGTON – In response to ongoing attacks on 
Catholic churches and pro-life pregnancy centers, 
Cardinal Timothy Dolan of New York, chairman of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on 
Religious Liberty and Archbishop William E. Lori of 
Baltimore, chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on 
Pro-Life Activities issued the following statement:

“The Catholic Church has a long history of service 
to those who are most vulnerable, including both 
mother and child, and remains the largest private 
provider of social services in the United States. From 
religious communities to pregnancy care centers, 
from refugee resettlement services to foster care and 
adoption agencies, and from maternity homes to par-
ish-based ministries, the Church consistently bears 
witness in word and deed to the beauty and dignity of 
every human life. 

“For two years now, Catholic churches have been 
attacked and vandalized at an alarming rate. In July 
2020, we strained to understand this violence. In Oc-
tober 2021, we called on elected officials to condemn 

the attacks. This past January, we prayed that all re-
ligious communities would be free to worship without 
fear. Only rarely have the motives been clear; when 
they were, it was often opposition to the Church’s 
teachings on life in the womb.

“Since the leak of the draft opinion in Dobbs v. 
Jackson Women’s Health Organization, charities that 
support pregnant mothers in need have been fire-
bombed, and pro-life organizations have been at-
tacked almost daily and terrorized, and even the lives 
of Supreme Court justices have been directly threat-
ened. In light of this, we urge our elected officials to 
take a strong stand against this violence, and our law 
enforcement authorities to increase their vigilance 
in protecting those who are in increased danger. We 
thank those who have already done so, and we en-
courage them to continue. 

“Above all, each of us must choose the path of 
peace and open our hearts to the love that God has 
for his children. O Sacred Heart of Jesus, touch our 
hearts and make them like your own.”

Archbishop 
Coakley’s statement 

on Oklahoma’s 
execution protocol

Archbishop 
Coakley’s statement 

on request from 
Oklahoma AG for 
execution dates

Archbishop Coakley joined the Knights of Co-
lumbus and staff on June 1 at an Oklahoma City 
health clinic to bless a new ultrasound machine. 
It is the 27th ultrasound machine donated by the 
KOC. The clinic provides free ultrasounds and 
pregnancy tests. Photos proivded.
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

After the founding of 
the township of King-
fisher in 1889, Father 

Felix De Grasse of Sacred 
Heart Abbey in Konawa and 
pastor of Guthrie, came to cel-
ebrate Mass in the homes of 
the people of the community.

By 1892, a wooden struc-
ture became the first church 
dedicated to Saint Anne on 
the corner of Eighth and 
Wyatt under the care of the 
first resident pastor, Father 
Joseph Beck.

As the community began to 
expand, the need for a perma-
nent structure became para-
mount and the process began 
in 1903. The pastor, Father 
Felix Vander Aa (himself a col-
orful character whose run-ins 
with Bishop Meerschaert were 
the stuff of legend) was the 
driving force of the new loca-
tion of Main and Euclid. While 
the cornerstone reads “1903,” 
it was not finished until 1909 
due to numerous construction 
delays and severe storm dam-
age. This edifice was dedicated 
to the patronage of Saints Peter 
and Paul. When completed, this 
architectural gem remains a 
landmark that still stands on 
Highway 81.  

The first parish school 
was constructed in 
1910 and was later 
replaced by the cur-

rent school building in 1929. 
The Benedictine Sisters were 
the first order to provide teach-
ers. The Carmelites ran the 
operation for a year and later 
Dominicans first from Spring-
field, Ill., and then of Sinsina-
wa, Wis. continued the work. 

 In 1928, the enrollment be-
gan to shrink as the non-Cath-
olics were afraid to send their 
children due to fears of the Ku 
Klux Klan (enjoying a post-
World War I resurgence) retal-
iating. The high school por-
tion ceased to operate but the 
school continued until closure 
a few years ago due high costs 

and dwindling enrollment.
The priest who led the com-

munity for 30 years with care 
and love was the youngest of 
the brothers Van Hulse, three 
priests who arrived from Bel-
gium in the 1890s. From 1928 
until his retirement in 1958, 
Theophile Van Hulse saw to 
the growth and maintenance of 
Saints Peter and Paul.

This small Catholic communi-
ty continues serving the people 
of central Oklahoma and main-
tains a separate identity despite 
being 13 miles from Okarche 
and 50 miles from Oklahoma 
City. 

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Sacred Heart Abbey in Konawa.

Archbishop Coakley calls for 
investments for climate change, 

the common good
WASHINGTON – As Congress 

considers additional investments 
to protect the environment this 
year, Archbishop Paul Coakley of 
Oklahoma City, chairman of the 
U.S. Conference of the Catholic 
Bishops’ Committee on Domestic 
Justice and Human Develop-
ment, has written a letter outlin-
ing the conference’s principles 
and priorities.

Key points in the June 8 letter 
to members of Congress include:  

• “Care for creation, and espe-
cially the climate which affects 
all life on earth, is integral to the 
care for humanity. The United 
States, a leading producer and 

consumer of global energy and 
one of the world’s top carbon 
emitters, has a distinct re-
sponsibility to address climate 
change. This is a critical time for 
investments in climate mitiga-
tion, adaptation, and innovation. 
The inclusion of $555 billion in 
climate investments proposed in 
the House-passed budget rec-
onciliation bill was encouraging 
since those policies offer a com-
prehensive path to achieving net 
zero emissions.

• “Climate legislation is being 
discussed alongside changes to 
the tax code and prescription 
drug pricing reforms, policies 

that can offset the cost of invest-
ments. We have long advocated 
that ‘the tax system should raise 
adequate revenues to pay for the 
public needs of society, especial-
ly to meet the basic needs of the 
poor’ and that ‘every person has 
a right to adequate health care.’

• “Climate investments and 
economic decisions must be 
guided by the common good, 
and further investments under 
consideration must help those on 
the margins of society, strength-
en families, protect religious 
freedom, promote care for cre-
ation, and respect the rights and 
dignity of every human life.”

Catechists will have the 
opportunity to attend a 
camp to enhance their 
skills to teach children 

through Good Shepherd Adult 
Formation.  

“The courses are open to any-
one who hears the call of the 
Good Shepherd to serve children,” 
said Mara Lemcke. “The archdi-
ocese is offering two courses this 
summer. Level 1 formation is for 
those who serve children 3 to 6 
years old. Level 2 is for those who 

have already completed level 1 
formation and are ready to contin-
ue with level 2 formation, serving 
children 6 to 9 years old, including 
preparation for the Sacraments 
of Reconciliation and First Holy 
Communion.”

The goal of Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd Adult Formation 
is to prepare and 
support adults 
who serve children 
in their religious 
formation. 

The course 
presents the 
methodology and 
guiding principles 
of CGS through 
Montessori pedagogical principles 
and explores the religious nature 
and the most vital religious needs 
of children. It is a time of prayer 

and enrichment for the adult in 
a background of scripture and 
liturgy, theology and prayer, 
as well as the pedagogy of the 
child.

The Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd seeks to create and 
facilitate a sacred “hands-
on” space for children called 
an Atrium, in which both the 
children and the catechists 
can hear, ponder and celebrate 
the most essential mysteries 
of their faith as revealed in the 
scriptures and the liturgy. 

The catechesis seeks to help 
the child’s relationship with 
God flourish by introducing 
and pondering with the child 

the core mys-
teries of the 
faith in a way 
that is respect-
ful of both the 
child at this 
phase of her 
or his develop-
ment and the 
rich scriptural 
and liturgical 
heritage of 
sacramental 
tradition. 

Focusing on 
God’s un-
conditional 
love through 
the parable 
of the Good 

Shepherd, the level I catechist 
formation course is based on 
the conviction that God and the 
child are in relationship.

Level II formation expands on 
the themes presented in level 
I, as well as introduces themes 
around the “History of the King-
dom of God” and a person’s role 

in it, “Moral 
Formation” 
and the 
“Sacra-
ment of the 
Eucharist.” 
“Sacramen-
tal Prepa-
ration for 
First Recon-

ciliation” and “First Communion” 
are also key components of this 
catechist formation.

The CGS formation courses will 

give people the background forma-
tion as well as the skills to create a 
prepared environment, an Atrium, 
and to offer presentations that 
enable the child to draw nearer to 
God.

Lemke said, the CGS formation 
course gives adults a retreat-like 
experience, much like what the 
children experience when they 
attend CGS. 

The course offers the adult 
catechist the opportunity to deep-
en their relationship with God by 
offering them time to prayerfully 
reflect and consider the scriptural 
and liturgical themes presented to 

the children. Through this time of 
prayer and formation, the partici-
pants are given time and space to 
fall more deeply in love with God 
and grow in knowledge of the mys-
teries of God and the child.

Registration for both courses are 
available online. The level 1 for-
mation course begins July 8. The 
level 2 course begins June 27.

To find more information on 
CGS, the courses offered, and 
links to registration, visit archokc.
org/catechesis-of-the-good-  
shepherd.   

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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Catechesis of the Good Shepherd prepares adults 
serving children in religious formation

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org

archokc.org/
catechesis-of-the-good-shepherd

Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd seeks to create and facilitate a sacred 
“hands-on” space for children called an Atrium. Photos provided.

Participants in a Good Shepherd Adult Formation class.
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The Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School graduation was held on May 17 in the BMCHS auditorium in Oklahoma City. The valedictorian is Sam Wilson. 
The salutatorians are Kirby Johnson, Samuel Shahid and Ann-Marie Weitzel. Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

The Mount St. Mary Catholic High School graduation was held May 24 at Oklahoma City Community College in Oklahoma City. The valedictorian is Ashlanne 
Fuentes. The salutatorian is Soami Ellis. Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

The Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High School graduation was held May 22 at the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City. The valedictorians 
are Eliana Gaytan and Jonathan Ramos. The salutatorian is Quetzaly Gonzalez Serrano. Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.
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Jessica 
Avila

University of 
Oklahoma

Andy 
Ballina

Workforce

Iram 
Barron

University of 
Oklahoma 

Cinthya 
Bolado

Oklahoma City 
Community College 

Jasmine 
Carolina 

Wichita State 
University 

Ulani 
Chavez

Rose State 
College

Lizbet 
Covarrubias

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Michael 
Cuadrado 

University of 
Oklahoma 

Eric 
Deloera

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Zion 
Denmark-Mason

Wichita State 
University 

Andres 
Esparza

Rose State 
College

Mister 
Fearce

Long Island 
University - Brooklyn

Anthony 
Fraire 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Matthew 
French

Military 

Enrique 
Gallegos 

Southern Nazarene 
University

Kelcy 
Garcia 

Oklahoma State 
University - OKC

Eliana 
Gaytan

Newman 
University

Quetzaly 
Gonzalez 

University of 
Oklahoma

Sophia 
Grisales 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Makayla 
Hammons 

North Carolina 
Agricultural, Technical 

State University

Rose 
Haywood 

Wichita State 
University

Bryan 
Heredia 

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Beckany 
Hicks 

University of 
Oklahoma

Sophia 
Hoang 

Regis 
University

Leesa 
Hudson 

Southern Nazarene 
University

Jennifer 
Lopez 

Oklahoma State 
University - OKC

Marilee 
Lopez 

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Ruby 
Lopez 

University of 
Oklahoma

Laura 
Martinez 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Raul 
Martinez 

Workforce 

Xithlaly 
Martinez 

University of 
Oklahoma

Alexis 
Miranda 

University of 
Oklahoma

Neftali 
Morales 

Oklahoma State 
University

Adrian 
Munoz 

Oklahoma City 
Community College 

Marlyn 
Munoz 

University of Science 
and Arts of Oklahoma

Rito 
Parra 

Rose State 
College

Nela 
Peoples 

 
Langston 
University

Angel 
Perez 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Mike 
Ramirez 

Oklahoma State 
University - OKC

Jonathan 
Ramos 

University of 
Oklahoma

Cristina 
Rangel de Loera 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Orlando 
Rey 

Naval Academy 
Preparatory School 

Ryan 
Rice 

University of 
Oklahoma

Amy 
Rodriguez 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Maria 
Rojas 

University of 
Arkansas 

Martha 
Rubio 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Ruby 
Rubio 

University of Science 
and Arts of Oklahoma

Matt 
Ruiz 

Southern Nazarene 
University

Turner 
Tharp

Rose State 
College

Reid 
Tilton 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Itzel 
Valle

University of 
Oklahoma

Alondra 
Velasco Moreno

University of 
Denver

Sarahi 
Ventura

Grand Canyon 
University

Not Pictured: 

Daniela Chavez
Wichita State University 

Guillermo Castillo
Wichita State University 

Juan Garcia
Wichita State University
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Chloe 
Abel 

University of 
Oklahoma 

Romy 
Abu-Fadel 

Georgetown 
University

Riggs 
Affolder 

University of 
Oklahoma

Hadley 
Allen 

Arizona State 
University

Keller 
Anderson 

Oklahoma State 
University

Zachary 
Armor 

University of 
Arkansas

Augustine 
Arvidson 

Benedictine 
University

Christopher 
Bayless 

University of 
Arkansas

MacKenzie 
Bell

Oklahoma State 
University

Hannah 
Bernstein 

University of 
Oklahoma

Lindsay 
Best

University of 
Southern California

Ainsley 
Bice 

Oklahoma State 
University

Megan 
Bohrmann 

Ave Maria 
University - Florida

James 
Bonadeo 

Colorado State 
University

Noah 
Bonadeo

Colorado State 
University

Madelyn 
Bowman 

Oklahoma State 
University

Noah 
Buck 

University of 
Oklahoma

Ellie 
Buckelew 

University of 
Oklahoma

Kathy 
Bustillo 

University of 
Oklahoma

Jack 
Caldwell 

Francis Tuttle 
Technology Center

Madeline 
Camp 

University of 
Kansas

Joseph 
Cardenas 

Oklahoma State 
University

Jenna 
Carnine 

Southern Methodist 
University

Emily 
Casebolt 

University of 
Oklahoma

Isabelle 
Cauthen 

Western Washington 
University

Elijah 
Challis

University of 
Arkansas

Reece 
Chambers 

Undecided

Christopher 
Clark

Lake Forest 
College

Cassidy 
Cohlmia 

Oklahoma State 
University

Colette 
Conaway 

Loyola University 
Chicago

Nathan 
Coomes 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Baxter 
Cornelius 

Oklahoma State 
University

Paulina 
Covarrubias 

University of 
Oklahoma

Raegan 
Crisp 

University of 
Oklahoma

Stephanie 
Crowell 

University of 
Arkansas

Isabella 
Cure 

University of 
Oklahoma

Elora 
Dasovich Leahy 

Fisher College 
Boston

Coral 
Diaz 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Alex 
DiFrancesco 

Rose State 
College

Vy 
Dinh 

University of 
Oklahoma

Timothy 
Dolan 

Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University

Alexa 
Drain 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Claire 
Duginski 

Arkansas State 
University

Jack 
Duncan 

University of 
Oklahoma

Donovan 
Eames 

Oklahoma State 
University - OKC

Rebekah 
Farley 

University of 
Oklahoma

Harrison 
Field 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Anna 
Ford 

University of 
Oklahoma

Margaret 
Forth 

Oklahoma State 
University

Aroldo 
Franco 

Oklahoma State 
University - OKC

Ella 
Fried 

University of 
Oklahoma

Henry 
Garrett 

Columbia 
College Chicago

Carson 
Garza 

Undecided

Henry 
Gauthier 

Texas Christian 
University 

Lilianna 
Gavula 

University of 
Oklahoma

Meg 
German 

University of 
Oklahoma

Garrett 
Gerten 

University of 
Oklahoma

Megan 
Camp 

Oklahoma State 
University

Katharine 
Elbow 

Loyola University 
Chicago

Evan 
Condon

University of 
Oklahoma 
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Amelia 
Goodrich 

Oklahoma State 
University

Colin 
Gormley 

University of 
Oklahoma

Max 
Green 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Gabrielle 
Hamm 

Western Colorado 
University 

Emery 
Hammond 

University of 
Oklahoma

Hallie 
Harned 

University of 
Oklahoma

Hailey 
Harrington 

Colorado State 
University

Joseph 
Harroz 

University of 
Oklahoma

Ricky 
Hauser 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

David 
Hernandez 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Ashley 
Hill 

Clemson 
University

Luella 
Hollis 

Oklahoma State 
University

Brody 
Houser 

Undecided

Landry 
Jansen 

University of 
Oklahoma

Sarah 
Jantzen 

University of 
Colorado-Boulder

Kirby 
Johnson 

University of 
California Los Angeles

Celine 
Keddissi 

University of 
Oklahoma

Molly 
Kelley 

Oklahoma State 
University

Maureen 
Kierl 

Oklahoma State 
University

Lillian 
Kobzdej 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Kampbell 
Kopera 

Oklahoma State 
University

Alexander 
Leffel 

Oklahoma State 
University

Cade 
Leonard 

Oklahoma State 
University

Liam 
Litchfield 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Spenser 
Little 

Undecided

Sophia 
Lopez 

University of 
Notre Dame

Hunter 
Lozano 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Sally 
Lytle 

Drexel 
University

Abigail 
Maupin 

Oklahoma State 
University

Sara 
Maupin 

Oklahoma State 
University

Henry 
Maxwell 

University of 
Notre Dame

Olivia 
McCasland 

Fashion Institute 
of Technology

Harry 
McClurg 

Montana State 
University

Riley 
McCoy 

University of 
Notre Dame

Helen 
McDonald 

University of 
Oklahoma

Morgan 
McLarty 

University of 
Oklahoma

Madeline 
McLaughlin 

Oklahoma State 
University

Jenson 
McPherson 

University of 
Oklahoma

Piper 
McPherson 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Reese 
Mears 

Fordham 
University

Emanuel 
Mejias Rogowski 

University of 
Oklahoma

Sarah 
Miller 

Tulane University 
New Orleans 

Martha 
Mondal 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Jackson 
Morrow 

Oklahoma State 
University

Charlotte 
Mounger 

Loyola 
University Chicago

Jacob 
Nalagan 

University of 
Dallas

Anson 
Nguyen 

University of 
Oklahoma

Dalena 
Nguyen 

University of 
Oklahoma

Jacqueline 
Nguyen 

St. Mary’s College 
Notre Dame, Ind.

Tony 
Nguyen 

University of 
Oklahoma

Austin 
Pendarvis 

Westminster 
College

Carter 
Peyton 

Pittsburg State 
University

Logan 
Pierce 

University of 
Arkansas

Samuel 
Pitman 

University of 
Western Colorado

Griffin 
Plank 

Oklahoma State 
University

John 
Poarch 

University of 
Kansas

Hannah 
Potter 

University of 
Arkansas

Caroline 
Powell 

University of 
Arkansas

Carson 
Powell 

University of 
Denver

Key’Arus 
Randle 

Workforce

Henry 
Regier 

 
University of 

Oklahoma

Julia 
Reynolds 

Arizona State 
University

Evander 
Rich 

University of 
Oklahoma

Julianne 
Rogers 

Miami University 
Oxford, Ohio

Alyssa 
Rooks 

Oklahoma State 
University

Christopher 
Roosa 

Undecided

Emma 
Rowland 

University of 
Oklahoma

Isabella 
Scherm 

Texas Christian 
University

Augusto 
Schroeder 

Undecided

Rory 
Sebastian 

University of 
Michigan

Pirie 
Sellars 

University of 
Denver

Samuel 
Shadid 

University of 
Michigan

Cooper 
Shepherd 

University of 
Arkansas

Cooper 
Simms 

Undecided

Evan 
Sims 

Oklahoma State 
University

Kate 
Skarky 

Texas Christian 
University

Aidan 
Smith 

University of 
Oklahoma

Blaire 
Smith 

University of 
Oklahoma

Trey 
Smith 

Oklahoma State 
University

Lilly 
Stephens 

University of 
Oklahoma

Elizabeth 
Sullivan 

University of 
Oklahoma

Paul 
Tarman 

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Graham 
Tawwater 

University of 
Oklahoma

Julia 
Thomas 

University of 
Arkansas

Reagan 
Thorson 

Kansas City 
Art Institute

Estelle 
Tiuseco 

Oklahoma State 
University

Cate 
Tollison 

Texas 
Christian University

Angella 
Torres 

University of 
Oklahoma

Summer 
Trowbridge 

Undecided

Haley 
Turman 

University of 
Arkansas

Cy 
Twombly 

University of 
Arkansas

Frederick 
Ufolla 

University of 
Arkansas

Vivian 
Vo 

University of 
Oklahoma

Will 
Watts 

Liberty 
University

Kemper 
Weeks 

Oklahoma State 
University

Ann-Marie 
Weitzel 

University of 
Oklahoma

Isabelle 
White 

Loyola University 
Chicago

Blake 
Whitmarsh 

Oklahoma State 
University

Samuel 
Wilson 

Oklahoma State 
University

Kylie 
Wood 

University of 
Oklahoma

Daniel  
Zavala 

University of 
Oklahoma

Isabelle 
Ille 

University of 
Georgia

Montgomery 
Ille 

University of 
Oklahoma

Molly 
Mullins 

University of 
Arkansas

Jason 
Nguyen 

University of 
Oklahoma

Thomas 
Smith 

University of 
Oklahoma

Gavin 
Swink 

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Emma 
Glaviano 

Oklahoma State 
University
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Mount St. Mary
c a t h o l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l

Jasmine
Anderson 

Rose State 
College

Marissa
Angeles

Oklahoma State 
University 

Isaac
Badillo

Vocational 
school

Karlee
Beach

University of 
Oklahoma

Niccolas 
Bennett

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Erik
Bjorklund

Undecided

Jesse
Brooks 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Hannah
Butch

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Sofia
Cardinas

Cosmotology 
school

Rebekah
Cleary

Oklahoma State 
University

Jackson
Conroe

Avila 
University

Austyn
Dilks 

University of 
Oklahoma

Sianna 
Doan

Paul Mitchell 
Cosmotology School

Hadley
Dowers

Oklahoma State 
University

Aiden
Ellis

University of 
Oklahoma

Soami
Ellis

University of 
Oklahoma

Vani
Ellis

University of 
Oklahoma

Harison
Ford

Workforce

Ashlanne
Fuentes

University of 
Central Arkansas 

Johanna 
Geffre

University of 
Oklahoma

Ava
Glemming

Oklahoma State 
University

Baleigh 
Goudie

Oklahoma State 
University - OKC

Jennifer
Gutierrez

Rose State
College

Jesse
Hamilton

Oklahoma State 
University

Logan
Hayes

University of 
Oklahoma

Zane
Heise

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Christopher
Hood

Oklahoma City 
University 

Abby
Howard

University of 
Oklahoma

Jayden
Ingram

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Salvador 
Jackson

North Eastern State 
Community College

Sarah
James

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Julian 
Jimenez-Alvarez 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Jonathan 
Joseph 

University of 
Oklahoma 

Cameron
Kelly

Creighton 
University

Benjamin
Keupen

University of 
Oklahoma

Diem
Lam

University 
of Tulsa

Alexis
Lambert

University of 
Oklahoma

Emma
Lane

Oklahoma State 
University

Mary
LeBoeuf 

University of 
Central Oklahoma 

Jameson 
Lindsey  

University of 
Arkansas

Angelina
Lopez

Undecided

Andrew
Lujan

University of 
Oklahoma

Dane 
Malzahn

Pepperdine 
University

John
Mancino

University
of Tulsa

Justin 
McMullen

Undecided

Macie
McNutt

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Kimberly
Mendoza-Lopez

Oklahoma State 
University 

Logan
Moon

University of 
Oklahoma

Nathan
Morris

Wichita State 
University

Virginia 
Moses

University of 
Oklahoma 

Blaine
Mustachia

Metro Tech

Brynna
O’Brian

Ohio State 
University

Luis
Orellana 

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Shelby
O’Steen

Oklahoma State 
University

Charlie
Pendleton

Rose State 
College

Vincenzo
Perretti

University of 
Oklahoma 

Caden
Carney

Oklahoma 
Welseyan

Kaelyn
Houck

University of 
Oklahoma 

James
Kalsu

University of 
Oklahoma

Emma 
Lang

University of 
Oklahoma
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Mount St. Mary
c a t h o l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l

Davis
Rahill

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Hudson
Rainwater

University of 
Arkansas

Miranda
Renteria

University of 
Oklahoma

Rylee
Riddle

University of 
Oklahoma

Felicity 
Rischard

University of 
Oklahoma

Abigail
Rogers

University of
Louisiana at Lafayette

Nicolas 
Sanchez

University of 
Oklahoma 

Hannah
Sanders 

University of 
Oklahoma

Bailey
Satterlee

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Tyler
Schaefer

Oklahoma State 
University 

Berkley
Shannon

University of 
Oklahoma

Kaden
Sharp

University of 
Oklahoma

Naomi
Shaw

University of 
Oklahoma 

Sofia
Shepelwich

Case Western 
Reserve University 

Jacob
Simon

University of 
Oklahoma

Trevor
Skinner

Rose State 
College

Wyatt
Skipper

Missouri Southern 
State University 

Cody
Smith

University of 
Arkansas 

Lane
Smith

University of 
Arkansas 

Lauren
Smith

University of 
Oklahoma

Michelle
Sumaza

University of 
Oklahoma

Jaxyn
Ward

Oklahoma State 
University

Jadyn
Ward

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Spencer
Wells

Oklahoma State 
University

Eva
Winkler

University of 
Oklahoma

Ben
Winter

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Ellee
Winters

University of 
Mississippi

Randi
Wright

University of 
Oklahoma

Isaiah
Yabut

Rose State 
College

Mount St. Mary 
Catholic High School

2801 S. Shartel Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73109 

(405) 631-8865
mountstmary.org

Bishop McGuinness 
Catholic High School

801 N.W. 50
Oklahoma City, OK 73118 

(405) 842-6638
bmchs.org

Cristo Rey OKC 
Catholic High School

900 N. Portland
Oklahoma City, OK 73107

(405) 945-9100
cristoreyokc.org

Lauren 
Robbins

University of 
Oklahoma

Ellie
Porter

University 
of Tulsa

Tayvon
Prestridge

Oklahoma State 
University
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“THE SAME EVERLASTING FATHER WHO 
CARES FOR YOU TODAY WILL CARE FOR YOU  
TOMORROW AND EVERY DAY. EITHER HE WILL 
SHIELD YOU FROM SUFFERING, OR HE WILL GIVE 
YOU UNFAILING STRENGTH TO BEAR IT. BE AT 

PEACE, THEN, AND PUT ASIDE ALL ANXIOUS 
THOUGHTS AND IMAGININGS.”

-  ST.  FRANCIS DE SALES
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Jobs Box
To see more job openings, go on-

line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Principal - OKC
Bishop John Carroll Catholic 

School is seeking a principal with 
experience leading faculty in curric-
ulum implementation, professional 
development, school finance and 
enrollment management. Master 
of educational leadership degree or 
master’s degree in related edu-
cational field required. Must be a 
practicing Catholic in good stand-
ing, hold Oklahoma principal cer-
tification or ability to obtain, have 
proficient knowledge of the instruc-
tional and accreditation process, 
and experience with the budgeting 
process. Send cover letter and re-
sume to lschuler@archokc.org. All 
inquiries, nominations and applica-
tions will be confidential.

Teachers - OKC
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

Oklahoma City is seeking teachers 
for the 2022-2023 school year for 
the following part-time positions: 
art, music, Spanish and librarian. 
These positions can be combined 
for a full-time position. Bachelor’s 
degree with state teaching certifi-
cation in the desired teaching area 
required. Send a resume, cover 
letter to Principal Tera Albert at 
principal@sacredheartokc.org.

Teacher - Okarche
Holy Trinity Catholic School is 

seeking a 4th grade teacher. A 
Bachelor’s degree with state teach-
ing certification is required. Send a 
resume and cover letter to Princi-

pal Alice Newman at anewman@
holytrinityok.org.

Teachers - El Reno
Sacred Heart Catholic School is 

accepting applications for a full-
time kindergarten teacher and 
a first-grade teacher. Oklahoma 
state certification required. Send 
resume to Shannon Statton at 
sstattonsacredheart@live.com or 
call (405) 262-2284.

Music, drama teacher - OKC
St. James Catholic School is 

seeking a music and drama teach-
er for the 2022-2023 school year. 
Must have a bachelor’s degree 
and Oklahoma certification in the 
desired teaching area. E-mail a 
resume with references to Princi-
pal Alicia Vazquez at avazquez@
stjames-catholic.org.

Teachers - OKC
St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 

School is seeking 2nd and 3rd 
grade teachers for the 2022-2023 
school year. Certification and 
experience in Catholic education 
preferred. The school can assist in 
the certification process. Contact 
principal Todd Gungoll at (405) 
789-0224 or principal@scbokc.org.

Music teacher - OKC
Bishop John Carroll Catholic 

School is seeking a music and per-
forming arts teacher. This teacher 
will oversee PreK-8th music and 
theater performances, and teach 
music to PreK-5th and three mid-
dle school elective classes a week. 
Must be able to work with parish 

music director, but will not be 
responsible for the liturgical choir. 
Send resume and cover letter 
to Principal Tim McFadden at  
principal@bjccs.org.

Elementary teacher - OKC
Bishop John Carroll Catholic 

School is seeking a certified ele-
mentary teacher. The school can 
help in sponsoring the certification 
process. Experience in Catholic ed-
ucation preferred. Must be able to 
work independently, be energetic, 
maintain rigor, nurturing and com-
mitted to growing professionally. 
Send resume, references and cover 
letter to Principal Tim McFadden at 
principal@bjccs.org.

Teachers - OKC
Christ the King Catholic School 

is seeking early childhood and 
elementary teachers for the 2022-
2023 school year. Bachelor’s degree 
in early childhood and/or elemen-
tary education and state teaching 
certificate required. Send resume 
and cover letter to Amy Feighny, 
Christ the King Catholic School, 
1905 Elmhurst Ave., OKC 73120 or 
afeighny@ckschool.com. Download 
application at archokc.org/careers.

Mother’s Day Out teachers - 
OKC

Christ the King Catholic Church 
is seeking part-time Mother’s Day 
Out teachers. The position is Mon-
day and Wednesday during school 
hours with an occasional evening 
or weekend Mass obligation. Must 
be at least age 16 and complete 
Safe Environment program. Con-

tact Margaret Ballas at Margaret@
ckokc.org.

Teachers – OKC
St. Eugene Catholic School is 

accepting teaching applications for 
the 2022-2023 school year. Appli-
cants should hold at least a bache-
lor’s degree in education with state 
certification. Visit steugeneschool.
org/careers. Send resume, cover 
letter and application to Principal 
Molly Goldsworthy at jobs@  
steugeneschool.org.

Teacher - OKC 
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a fine arts teach-
er for the 2022-2023 school year. 
Must have bachelor’s degree and 
teaching credential. The position 
starts in July. Apply online at 
cristoreyokc.org/careers. Contact 
Principal Kelsey Herman at kelsey.
herman@cristoreyokc.org.

Director of Admissions – OKC 
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a director of 
admissions to recruit students 
to apply to the school, direct the 
admissions process from point of 
inquiry to enrollment, supervise 
staff and volunteers for admission 
events and manage the Office of 
Admissions. Bachelor’s degree in 
education or related field required; 
master’s degree preferred. At least 
three years of admissions admin-
istration experience; knowledge 
of Microsoft Office and Applicant 
Tracking Systems preferred. Bilin-
gual (English/Spanish) required. 
Apply at cristoreyokc.org/careers.

Woodcarving 
Artist: Nathan Deal

Summer Retreat

Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Friday, June 24, 2022

Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Saturday June 25, 2022

6 p.m. Confessions available with Father Joe Arledge

7 p.m. Mass with Father Joseph Irwin followed by

8 p.m. Conference on the Love of the Heart of Jesus

9 p.m.-9 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration  

10 a.m. Mass and Blessing of our new Immaculate Heart of Mary altar with 
 Most Reverend Paul S. Coakley, Archbishop of Oklahoma City

12 p.m. Lunch (Please RSVP)

1 p.m. Rosary followed by personal prayer time

2 p.m. Conference on the Immaculate Heart of Mary

3 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet and Closing

Plan to stay for our GOLD Summer Sockhop at 6:00 p.m.

I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. John 14:6

Simple overnight accommodations are available for the retreat. 
Please RSVP via text or email to David Harrison
(405) 314-5930 · david@gospeloflifedisciples.org   

St. John Paul II Dwelling
4113 S. Eastern Avenue · Moore, OK 73160
GospelofLifeDisciples.org 

www.GospelofLifeDisciples.org 

SOCK HOP
Summer

I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. John 14:6

Saturday, June 25, 2022  ·  6-10 p.m.
Dinner and Dancing

DJ: Dan Baker  ·  Blessed Stanley Rother Barn
Casual attire. (50’s style recommended with prize awarded for best dressed.)
Dust off your hula hoop and compete for a prize in our hula hoop contest.

Cash, gift cards and gifts will be raffled.

St. John Paul II Dwelling
4113 S. Eastern Avenue
Moore, OK 73160
GospelofLifeDisciples.org
405.378.2436
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Pro-Vida de principio a fin

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Se espera que antes que termine el mes de 
junio, la Corte Suprema de los Estados Unidos 
tome una decisión en el ya anticipado caso 
Dobbs, sobre el aborto. 

Debido a una fuga de información nunca an-
tes vista, se espera que la decisión de los mag-
istrados sea la de hacer válida la decisión de 
una corte de instancia menor, que limitaría el 
aborto o incluso podría derogar la decisión de 
Roe vs Wade de 1973, la cual legalizó el aborto 
en todos los estados. 

Al derogar Roe, la capacidad de regular el 
aborto regresaría a cada uno de los estados. 

Defensores pro-vida y todos aquellos que 
reconocen que el aborto es una preocupación 
social preeminente de nuestro tiempo se en-
cuentran sin duda emocionados ante esta 
posibilidad. 

Hemos rezado por un fin al aborto por casi 
50 años. El aborto es una afrenta a la santidad 
de la vida y la dignidad de la persona humana. 
El aborto destruye la vida de un bebé inocente, 
pero también deja heridas en las madres, en 
los padres, las familias y la sociedad. 

Aun si se derogara Roe, la lucha pro-vida 
tiene que continuar. La cuestión sobre la le-
galidad del aborto se moverá a cada uno de los 
estados. Pero más allá de la política, la auten-
ticidad de nuestro compromiso con la vida 
nos exige estar preparados para ponernos del 
lado de las madres y familias que enfrentarán 
embarazos inesperados y problemáticos. Ellas 
necesitan apoyo no solo antes del nacimiento 
de su bebé, sino después también. 

Las credenciales pro-vida de Oklahoma de-
ben hacer evidente nuestra preocupación por 
los más indefensos, asegurando su nutrición 
adecuada, su acceso a cuidado de salud, edu-
cación y muchos otros bienes necesarios para 

que cada persona viva con dignidad y promover 
el desarrollo humano auténtico. 

La mayoría de los residentes de Oklahoma se 
consideran orgullosos de ser pro-vida. Durante 
la actual campaña, muchos candidatos en-
fatizaron sus credenciales pro-vida al decir que 
se oponen al aborto. 

El aborto es un tema fundacional para todo 
aquel que se considere pro-vida. Pero no lo es 
todo. Sin ese cimiento asegurado en su lugar 
justo, todas nuestras demás luchas y aspi-
raciones pro-vida serán como una casa de 
naipes. Pronto colapsarán. 

El reto es construir ese cimiento de manera 
consistente. Ningún tema por sí solo engloba 
todo lo que significa ser pro-vida. Lo mínimo es 
defender al más inocente, al no nacido. Pero no 
lo es todo. 

¡Debemos ser pro-vida de principio a fin!
Como católicos creemos que el fundamento 

de nuestro compromiso en favor de la vida es 
nuestra convicción de que todos hemos sido 
creados a imagen de Dios, con una dignidad in-
herente que viene del mismo Dios. No podemos 
perder ni renunciar a esa dignidad. 

El pecado la desfigura, pero no la destruye 
por completo. El estado no puede otorgar-
la, pero tampoco puede quitarla. Hemos sido 
redimidos por la sangre de Cristo que murió 
y resucitó para librarnos del pacado y de la 
muerte. 

Hemos sido creados para vivir en eternidad 
con Dios en compañía de los santos. Este es el 
plan de Dios. Toda vida es preciosa a los ojos 
de Dios. 

Para la mayoría de los católicos en los Esta-
dos Unidos, quizá la aplicación más desafiante 
de estos principios se encuentra alrededor de la 
pena de muerte. 

El Estado de 
Oklahoma tiene 
programadas 
25 ejecuciones 
de criminales 
convictos en el 
transcurso de 
los próximos dos 
años. Las vías 
legales se han agotado para estos hombres y el 
procurador de justicia del estado ha solicitado 
las fechas para sus ejecuciones. Esto será un 
espectáculo trágico. 

Nadie cuestiona los crímenes horribles que 
han cometido. Las víctimas y sus familias han 
sufrido. Esos crímenes demandan justicia. Pero 
en la cosmovisión cristiana, ¿no debería la mi-
sericordia estar por encima de la justicia? 

Siendo honesto, sabemos que existen múl-
tiples maneras de hacer justicia sin tener que 
recurrir a la pena de muerte, la cual solo per-
petúa el ciclo de violencia. El uso de la pena de 
muerte no garantiza un cierre para las familias 
de las víctimas, ni las traerá de regreso. 

Estas familias necesitan nuestro apoyo y 
compasión práctica. ¿Qué pasa con los que 
han sido acusados erróneamente? Por muchas 
razones la pena de muerte es arcaica y ya no 
es necesaria en sociedades civilizadas, y mucho 
menos si nos basamos en los principios del 
Evangelio de Jesucristo. 

Las oraciones, los ayunos y los esfuerzos de 
generaciones de defensores de la vida, nos han 
traído a un punto en donde podemos prever 
que no habrá más abortos en nuestro estado. 

Las oraciones, los ayunos y los esfuerzos de 
defensores de la vida deben continuar hasta 
que podamos también ver la eliminación de la 
pena de muerte en Oklahoma.

Otro avance del Santuario Beato 
Stanley Rother será recibir las estat-
uas de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe 
y San Juan Diego que fueron bende-
cidas por Monseñor Eduardo Chávez 
Sánchez, postulador de la causa de 
San Juan Diego. Las estatuas estarán 
en camino desde la Ciudad de Méxi-
co a la Ciudad de Oklahoma pronto y 
se colocarán en Cerro Tepeyac en los 
terrenos del santuario. Las estatuas 
son creación de la escultora mexicana 
Georgina Farias. Muchas gracias al 
Padre William Novak, presidente del 
Comité de Arte y Medio Ambiente del 
santuario, que coordinó el trabajo, ya 
todos los miembros del comité. 

¡Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe y San 
Juan Diego, rueguen por nosotros!

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

Tres eventos públicos durante la semana de la dedicación del santuario
Tres eventos durante la semana previa a la dedicación del Santuario del Beato Stanley Rother estarán 

abiertos al público. La primera es una vigilia de toda la noche con el ataúd del Beato Stanley desde las 5 
p.m. del domingo 30 de octubre al lunes 31 de octubre a las 5 a.m. en la Catedral de Nuestra Señora del 
Perpetuo Socorro. La segunda es la consagración del santuario a las 11 a.m. del viernes 4 de noviembre y la 
tercera es la procesión y bendición del Cerro Tepeyac el sábado 5 de noviembre en el recinto del santuario. 
Manténgase actualizado en archokc.org/shrinededication.

June 19, 2022   17Sooner Catholic

Un equipo de líderes y guías del 
movimiento de talleres de Oración 
y Vida recibió una bendición 
especial del Padre Santos Licea el 
5 de junio en la Iglesia Católica 
del Sagrado Corazón en Oklaho-
ma City. Los talleres de Oración 
y Vida son una nueva forma de 
evangelización, más viva y con 
una visión positiva para presen-
tar a Jesús en las necesidades 
actuales de la sociedad y del 
mundo. Los talleres se basan 
en el amor y la oración; son una 
respuesta al mundo de hoy; y se 
imparten a niños, adolescentes y 
adultos. Fotos proporcionadas.

El Padre Scott Boeckman, con el Padre Juan Mejía, el Diácono Alejandro 
Randolph y el Diácono Adolfo Alemán se reunieron con los feligreses el 4 
de junio en la Iglesia Católica Santiago Apóstol en Oklahoma City para una 
vigilia de Pentecostés, “Reino de Amor” - Adoración Eucarística en Oklaho-
ma. Personas de otras parroquias, incluidas algunas de Tulsa, asistieron a la 
noche de adoración, alabanza, predicación y sanación. Fotos proporcionadas.

La formación y capacitación para músicos pastorales se llevó a cabo el 4 de 
junio en el Centro Pastoral Católico en Oklahoma City. Los participantes 
discutieron el papel del músico en la liturgia, las técnicas de vocalización 
y cómo guiar a la asamblea en el canto. La información fue presentada por 
Pedro Rubalcava y Damaris Thillet. Asistieron directores de coro y miembros 
de ministerios de adoración de parroquias de todo el estado. Fue un día de 
mucho enseñar, compartir y reforzar aprendizajes. Fotos proporcionadas.
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Briefs
Find more briefs at archokc.org/
briefs. 

Summer camp
Register now for Our Lady of 

Guadalupe Catholic Summer 
Camp or family camp. Visit   
campolog.org. 

Shrine dedication week
Three events during the week 

leading up to the dedication of the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine will 
be open to the public. The first 
is an all-night vigil with Bless-
ed Stanley’s casket from 5 p.m. 
Oct. 30, to 5 a.m. Oct. 31, at The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help. The second is the dedication 
of the shrine at 11 a.m. Nov. 4, 
and the third is the procession and 

blessing of Tepeyac Hill on Nov. 
5, on the shrine campus. Visit  
archokc.org/shrinededication. 

Eucharistic procession
The Eucharistic Revival launches 

in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City with a two-mile Eucharistic 
procession at 7 p.m. June 19 from 
Bishop McGuinness Catholic High 
School to The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help on the Feast 
of Corpus Christi. Gates open at 
4 p.m. with activities; exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament at 6:45 
p.m. and the benediction at the 
cathedral begins at 8:15 p.m. Learn 
more at archokc.org/revival. 

                                                                                   
Bingo

Bingo at St. James the Greater 
Catholic Church, 4210 S. McKin-

ley, in Oklahoma City is 6:30 p.m. 
June 23. All games $10. Food rea-
sonably priced served at 5:45 p.m. 
All players receive a raffle ticket for 
a LED TV to be given away in Oc-
tober. June birthdays recognized. 

GOLD summer retreat
The Gospel of Life Disciples sum-

mer retreat is June 24 and June 
25 at the St. John Paul II Dwelling, 
4113 S Eastern Ave., in Moore. On 
June 24, The Feast of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus begins with Mass 
at 7 p.m.; conference on the Love 
of the Heart of Jesus at 8 p.m. and 
Eucharistic Adoration 9 p.m. - 9 
a.m. On June 25, The Feast of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, begins 
with 10 a.m. Mass, lunch at Noon 
(RSVP), Rosary at 1 p.m., confer-
ence on the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary at 2 p.m., and Divine Mercy 
Chaplet at 3 p.m. RSVP to David 
Harrison, (405) 314-5930. david@
gospeloflifedisciples.org.  

GOLD summer sock hop
The Gospel of Life Disciples sum-

mer sock hop is June 25 at the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Barn, 4113 
S Eastern Ave., in Moore. Dinner 
and dancing with DJ Dan Baker. 
Prizes for best 50s costume and 
hula hoop contest winners. Raffle 
baskets. Donations accepted. 

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “Blessed are 

the Meek and Courageous Chris-
tian,” presented by Br. Peter 
Shults, O.S.B., is 8:30 a.m. - 3 
p.m. June 25 at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur St., 
Shawnee. Limited seating. Attend-
ees must pre-register by e-mailing 
retreats@monksok.org or call (405) 
878-5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or 
$35 at the door. Lunch included.

Patriotic rosary
The 7th annual patriotic rosary 

will be held at 7 p.m. June 30 
in the sanctuary at St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church, 900 S. 
Littler Ave., in Edmond. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Worldwide Marriage Encoun-

ter is having two weekends to 
strengthen and build up marriag-
es. One is July 15-17 at St. An-
drew Catholic Church in Moore, 
which will be a non-residential 
weekend. The second one is Oct. 
28-30 at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center in Oklahoma City. Contact 
Bryan and Karen Berland at   
bkberland@gmail.com or (405) 
850-4274. Apply at meoklahoma.
org by July 1 and receive a $25 
discount using the code “Early-
bird” on the application fee.

St. Anthony Catholic School 
reunion

St. Anthony Catholic School 
reunion is at 1 p.m. July 16 at 
the St. Anthony Activity Center. 
Contact Larry Biddle at certplus@
hotmail.com, (918) 756-1792.

Reds, Whites & Brews
Catholic Charites of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City presents 
Reds, Whites & Brews 6 p.m. – 10 
p.m. July 22 at Dunlap Codding, 
609 W. Sheridan Ave., Oklahoma 
City. Tickets and sponsorships 
available at redswhitesbrews.org.

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “Hearken 

Continually: A Primer on Discern-
ment of God’s Will,” presented by 
Alex Schimpf is 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
July 23 at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 
1900 W. MacArthur St., Shawnee. 
Limited seating. Attendees must 
pre-register by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Quo Vadis Days
The next men’s vocation discern-

ment retreat for men ages 15-35 
is July 31-Aug. 3 at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Catholic Camp in Well-
ston. Registration coming soon. 

Talitha Koum
The next women’s vocation dis-

cernment retreat for women ages 
15-35 is Aug. 3-5 at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Catholic Camp in  
Wellston. Registration coming 
soon. 

OPEN TO ALL!

I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. John 14:6

ST. JOHN PAUL II DWELLING
4113 S. Eastern Avenue
Moore, OK 73160

For more information, contact: 
David Harrison (405) 314-5930
david@gospeloflifedisciples.org

Tuesdays, starting June 28
through Tuesday July 26

7-8  p.m.

Join our GOLD

BOOK CLUB
Summer
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June

19   Solemnity of the Most Holy 
       Body and Blood of Christ.

19   Father’s Day.

19   Eucharistic procession, 7 
       p.m. from Bishop McGuin-
       ness Catholic High School 
       to The Cathedral of Our 
       Lady of Perpetual Help. Gates 
       at BMCHS open at 4 p.m. 
       Activities and exposition of 
       the Blessed Sacrament prior 
       to procession. Visit archokc.
       org/revival.

19   The Secular Franciscan Order 
       (OFS) St. Francis of Assisi 
       Fraternity of Central Okla-
       homa meets at 2 p.m. on the 
       third Sunday of the month 
       at St. Eugene Catholic 
       Church in Ross Hall. Interest
       ed individuals can join. Con-
       tact Bill Full, OFS minister, at 
       billfull@cox.net.

19   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., at Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Ala-
       meda St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

20   Twelfth Week in Ordinary 
       Time.

21   Feast of St. Aloysius 
       Gonzaga.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.
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bobby.stevens@kofc.org 
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This could be you! 
Career opportunities 

available in the 
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21    Serra Club of Oklahoma 
        City meeting, 10:30 a.m., 
        Catholic Pastoral Center, 
        7501 Northwest Expressway, 
        OKC. Visit serraokc.org.

21    Suicide grief support group, 
        6 p.m. - 7 p.m., St. Francis, 
       1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

22    Feast of St. Paulinus of Nola.

22    Feast of Sts. John Fisher and 
        Thomas More.

23    Feast of the Nativity of St. 
        John the Baptist.

23    Bingo at St. James the Great-
        er Catholic Church, 6:30 p.m. 
        4210 S. McKinley, OKC.

24    GOLD summer retreat, June 
        24-25, St. John Paul II Dwell-
        ing, 4113 S. Eastern Ave., 
        Moore. RSVP: David Harrison, 
        david@gospeloflifedisciples.
        org, (405) 314-5930.  

24    Feast of The Most Sacred 
        Heart of Jesus.

25    Feast of The Immaculate 
        Heart of The Blessed Virgin 
        Mary.

25    Day of Reflection, “Blessed 
        are the Meek and Courageous 
        Christian” 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
        St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
        MacArthur St., Shawnee.

25   GOLD summer sock hop, 6 
       p.m. – 10 p.m. Blessed Stan-
       ley Rother Barn, 4113 S. East-
       ern Ave., Moore. 

26   Thirteenth Sunday in 
       Ordinary Time.

26   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., at Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Alameda 
       St., Norman. Contact Con-
       nie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

27   Feast of St. Cyril of 
       Alexandria.

28   Feast of St. Irenaeus.

29   Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul.

30   Feast of The First Martyrs of 
       the Holy Roman Church.

30   Patriotic rosary, 7 p.m. St. 
       John the Baptist Catholic 

       Church, 900 S. Littler Ave., 
       Edmond.

July 

1     Feast of St. Junipero Serra.

1     First Friday Sacred Heart 
       Mass at the Catholic Pastoral 
       Center. Exposition of the 
       Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.;   
       reconciliation prior to 7 p.m. 
       Mass. Call (405) 721- 8944.

2     Lay Missionaries of Charity 
       provides an explanation 
       through prayer, charism of 
       St. Teresa of Calcutta. Meet-
       ing on the first Saturday of 
       the month at St. Ann for Holy 
       Mass at 9:30 a.m., adoration 
       and the Rosary. On the third 
       Saturday of the month the 
       meeting is at Holy Innocents’ 
       conference room. Contact  
       Toni Harrelson. (405) 341-
       2199.



children are here. The family is 
far from rich financially, but they 
are so blessed and happy in many 
ways.”

Todd Allen, Saint Joseph  
Catholic Church, Ada

Todd Allen is 58 years old and 
was born and raised in the Cath-
olic faith. His family moved to 
Oklahoma in 1970.  

He has 
owned “Ada 
Forget Me 
Not Flo-
ral” since 
2003. He is 
married to 
Teddy and 
they have 
two boys, 
Collins and 
Mitchell. 
His wife is 
an elemen-
tary school 
teacher and 
they have 
been mar-
ried since 
2014.

Allen said 
some of his 
goals as a 
Catholic in-

clude teaching his boys the impor-
tance of the faith, treating others 
with love and respect and to be 
good examples to others. 

“My parents instilled a strong 
work ethic and I learned the im-
portance of treating others with 
love and kindness from teachers 
and when I was in Boy Scouts,” 
Allen said. 

He said, his parish priest, Father 
Thomas Dowell, reinforced the 
positivity of strong Catholic val-
ues for everyday life. Allen and his 

family donate 
flowers for 
the nursing 
home resi-
dents who 
have little or 
no family in 
the area.   

Julie 
Welch, office 
manager at 
Saint Jo-
seph Catho-
lic Church, 
said, “If you 
observe Todd 
and his fam-
ily at Mass, 
you will 
notice the 
very best in a 
dad’s uncon-
ditional love 
for his wife 

and children. He simply adores 
and appreciates his family.”  

 
Larry Currie, Saint Francis 

Xavier Catholic Church, Sulphur
Larry Currie was born in 1949 

on a dairy farm. His fatherhood 
is modeled after the examples he 
learned from his uncle. 

“I did have an uncle, David, 
who I named my son after, who 
was a kind, patient and com-
passionate man. As a dad, I 
found out, like my uncle, that I 
could love unconditionally and 
guide without force. Despite 
the rough childhood with my 
dad, I found out God had been 
with me all along,” Currie said. 

In 2014, Currie met his 
future wife, Dorothy, and she 
invited him to church. He was 
brought up Baptist, but as he 
attended Mass, he developed 
a desire to know more. He 
believed that he had finally found 
the place where he could develop a 
relationship with God. 

“Dorothy was the most holy per-
son I had known in my entire life. I 
wanted to love and worship God as 
she did,” he said. “As Dorothy and 
I developed a loving relationship, 
I trusted her guidance and asked 
tons of questions about the Catho-
lic faith.”

They were married in 2017. 
Currie said, “I wanted to learn 

more about Catholicism and was 
invited to attend RCIA. I was so 
grateful to have the opportunity to 
learn more and looked forward to 
our weekly sessions. My confirma-
tion was so emotional that I cried 
for love of finally getting that sac-
rament. My inner peace has grown 

exponen-
tially since 
confirma-
tion. I feel 
the power 
of the Holy 
Spirit dis-
solving my 
emotional 
doubts 
and fears 
with mercy 
and com-
passion.” 

His son 
David said 
his dad 

is “the most spiritually-centered 
person” he’s ever known.

His wife said, “Larry has become 
a great example of what a father 
and husband should be. He is al-
ways striving to learn more about 
Catholicism. He is the kindest and 
most caring person I know.”

Currie summed it up with “Life 
is good … because God has been 
good to me.”

Charles Albert is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.
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Local fathers share faith, unconditional love
continued from page 1

Todd Allen and his family. Photo provided.

Larry Currie

“I, for one, have found Blessed Sacrament 
to have had a tremendous impact 
on our own life, even before I was 
assigned as a pastor here. My 
grandfather, who was stationed at 
Fort Sill in the late 1950s, was a 
parishioner at Blessed Sacrament 
while he was here in the Lawton 
area. It was also while he was here 
that he met my grandmother, who 
was born and raised in Duncan. 
My grandfather is just one of thou-
sands of people who have made 
their way through the doors of 
Blessed Sacrament to be strength-
ened by the Lord in their mission 
as disciples. Who knows the im-
pact that this parish has had on 
the world in the past 120 years, far 
beyond even the town of Lawton,” 
Father Lewis said.

“However big or small that 
impact is, we all can be grateful 
for the fidelity with which our 
ancestors followed the Lord, forming this 
community of believers those many years 
ago, and handing on that same faith to us, 
who are blessed to continue this tradition 
of faith, so that 120 years from now, this 
community will be even stronger and more 
faithful to the Lord and his commands.” 

Following a specially scheduled 10 a.m. 
Mass, parishioners and guests gathered in 
the lawn area for fellowship and to share a 
meal.

“I think the 120th anniversary is signif-
icant because of how the church has af-

fected the community over the past 120 years,” 
Deacon Robert Quinnett said.

“A lot of people have 
come through the doors 

here. The church has been a home to many, 
many people. Many generations have been 

affected by the church because it 
is a transit community be-
cause of Fort Sill. People have 
come here and were affected 
by hearing the word of God, 
experiencing family in the 
parish, and then taking that 
elsewhere, as they continue to 
evangelize without even know-
ing they are evangelizing.” 

The Knights of Columbus 
cooked hamburgers and hot-
dogs, while the Ladies Auxil-
iary served hungry parishio-
ners. Food trucks serving free 
donuts and snow cones added 
to the event, as children and 
adults alike lined up for the 
delicious snacks.

Parishioner Arlene Schon-
chin, 12, performed the Lord’s 

Prayer and the Hail Mary prayer 
in Native American Sign Lan-
guage. She and her brother, 
Modesto, also sung a Church 
hymn in the Comanche language. 

In addition to the array of food 
and snacks, games were available 
for families to play throughout the 
afternoon. A cornhole tournament 
also took place among parish 
groups and clergy. People brought 
chairs and sat under the arbors 
provided by the church. 

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

continued from page 1

During the Bl. Sacrament 
Catholic Church 120th 
anniversary celebration on 
June 11, Austin Ehrichs, 
11, played cornhole; Pa-
rishioners lined up for free 
snow cones; and Knights 
of Columbus members 
cooked hamburgers
and hotdogs. Photos 
Jolene Schonchin/Sooner 
Catholic.


