
Sooner Catholic
soonercatholic.org  archokc.orgApril 10, 2022    

Go Make Disciples

The Easter Vigil: “the mother of all vigils”

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

“I’m ready to work for the salvation of souls” 

JOURNEY 
TO THE 

PRIESTHOOD

Transitional diaconate ordination April 9

Every October in high school, Robert Miller’s 
family drove to Panama Beach, Fla., for va-
cation, a special treat that gave the teenag-
er access to cable. The station he chose to 
watch? EWTN.

“Everybody was mad because I was watching Mother 
Angelica and they wanted to watch something else!” 

The young Robert couldn’t get enough information 
about Christianity, religion, Catholicism, even though 
his family hadn’t always been active in a church. 
His only experience with church was Vaca-
tion Bible School at his grandmother’s Baptist 
church and a brief stint with his family at a 
Methodist church.   

In grade school, he asked him mom about 
baptism and communion, and began his 
inquiries about the Catholic Church. No 
one could answer his questions to his 
satisfaction, so he kept digging. 

“It’s kind of embarrassing, but my first 
exposure to the Catholic Church was “Sister 
Act,” the movie. As a little protestant boy in 
Oklahoma, I saw a nun for the first time, I 
saw a priest for the first time, I saw the 

continued on page 10

Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass 
for students at Mount St. Mary Cath-
olic High School on March 25 and led 
a procession to the school’s Marian 
Grotto to consecrate the school to the 
Blessed Mother. He also lead an Act of 
Consecration of Russia and Ukraine to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Photo 
Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.

See more photos on p. 11. 

The Easter Vigil, which takes place 
Holy Saturday night, “is the greatest 
and most noble of all solemnities 
and it is to be unique in every single 
Church,” the rubrics of the Missale 
Romanum proclaim.

By Catholic News Agency 

continued on page 20
CNA photo.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a We pray for the Holy 
Spirit to guide Church lead-
ers as they promote justice 
and healing for victims and 
survivors of abuse.

a Oklahoma Catholic  
Native Schools Project - 
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, the Diocese of Tulsa 
and St. Gregory’s Abbey 
have launched the Oklaho-
ma Catholic Native Schools 
Project to better understand 
the history and experiences 
of native students in Oklaho-
ma Catholic boarding schools 
from 1880 to 1965. To con-
tribute documents, photo-
graphs or an oral history 
to the project, e-mail info@
oknativeschoolsproject.org. 
Learn more at archokc.org/
oknativeschoolsproject.

a Easter gifts - Rother 
store Find items such as 
rosaries, prayer cards and 
Guatemalan crafts at the 
Rother Store online at  
rotherstore.com.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar

The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

As the Church enters Holy Week and cele-
brates another Paschal Triduum, some may ask 
what Easter means in times such as these. We 
have been through a lot these past few years. We 
have experienced another year of pandemic. The 
threat of an expanding war in Ukraine is looming 
over the world. Death has cast its shadow over 
us in unexpected ways. Can faith still sustain us 
in the face of such challenges?

“Why do you seek the risen one among the 
dead? He is not here. He has been raised” 
(Lk.24:6). This startling news announced by the 
angels to Mary Magdalene at the tomb on Eas-
ter morning and proclaimed by the Apostles and 
countless witnesses throughout the ages sum-
marizes the heart of Christian faith. “Christ is 
risen! Indeed, he is truly risen!” Death has met 
its match.

In order to experience this startling procla-
mation as Good News, however, it must mean 
something for us personally. The Easter procla-
mation is not merely information about the fate 
of Jesus. Information cannot save us. Only an 
encounter with the person of Jesus Christ has 
power to save. Yes, the Father has truly exalted 
Jesus by raising him up through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. But, what is that to us?

Jesus, the Son of God, became man, suffered, 
died and rose again precisely “for us men and for 
our salvation,” as we say in the Nicene Creed at 
Mass. He gave his life for us, for you and for me, 
to reveal the Father’s love for us. 

Because Jesus Christ has conquered death 
in our human flesh, we have hope that we will 
share his victory through faith. Faith and Bap-
tism give us a share in his new life. We already 
are living that new life of grace that will come to 
its fullness in heaven. Baptism gives us a share 
in the victory of life. It is truly the birthday of 
hope.  

Ever since sin entered the world, humanity 
had been trapped in a downward spiral of hope-
lessness. Death ultimately consumed all hopes 
and dreams. But, Christ has passed beyond the 

dark veil of death and 
hopelessness. 

Death does not have 
the last word after all! 
Life will not end for us 
in emptiness. Jesus 
Christ conquers death. He reigns victorious and 
we hope to reign with him. Now this is Good 
News indeed! 

Encountering the Risen Jesus gives life a new 
horizon and offers us unshakable hope. 

A person who is losing hope feels life ebbing 
away. Maybe you and I have been that person at 
some point. Hope is always restorative. If a sick 
or discouraged person discovers something to 
hope for, however small, they discover a new vi-
tality. No matter how many times a person might 
have tried and failed, hope gives that person the 
courage to try again. 

Even if nothing seems to have changed, when 
hope blossoms in a human heart or in a mar-
riage or in a family, everything seems new. Life 
is renewed. Hope is the source of this new life 
and energy. It invigorates faith and stimulates 
love. The theological virtue of hope has as its 
object the full possession of new and eternal life 
in Christ. 

Jesus Christ is our hope. Ultimately, our 
hope looks forward to resurrection from death 
on the last day, but our more immediate hope 
is renewed and sustained by the experience of 
spiritual resurrection in small victories over sin, 
discouragement and fear in our daily lives. 

Our mission is to give witness to hope in the 
world. We have a beautiful liturgical gesture 
during the Easter Vigil that reminds us of this. 
As we pass a small flame to one another and 
illuminate the darkened church with light from 
the Easter candle, we recognize that our call-
ing is to carry Christ, the light and hope of the 
world, to the dark places and despairing hearts 
still awaiting the liberating message of Christ. 
Christ is our hope! This is what Easter means.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Easter in a time 
of pandemic and war

May the celebration of 
resurrected life bring new 

hope to your being.
May the victory over earthly 
death turn your eyes to the 

promises of heaven.
May the empty tomb help 

you to leave your sorrows at 
the foot of the cross.

So, that God’s hope, promises 
and forgiveness reign in your 

life forever.
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

April 10 – Palm Sunday Mass, 10 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
April 11 – USCCB Committee for Religious Liberty virtual meeting, 5:30 p.m.
April 12 – Day of Reflection with priests of archdiocese, Noon, The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
OKC
April 12 – Chrism Mass, 6 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
April 13 – Confirmation, 6:30 p.m., St. Mary, Medford (with St. Mary, Wakita)
April 14 – Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
April 15 – Passion of the Lord, 7 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
April 16 – Easter Vigil, 8:30 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
April 19 – Department directors meeting, 10 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
April 19 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
April 20 – Confirmation, 6 p.m., St. John the Baptist, Edmond
April 21 – Mass of Installation of Acolytes, 5 p.m., Kenrick Glennon Seminary, St. Louis. 
April 22 – Confirmation, 6 p.m., Holy Angels, OKC 
April 23 – Annual Deacon Convocation, 9 a.m., CPC 
April 23 – Confirmation, 5 p.m., St. Eugene, OKC 
April 24 – Confirmation, 3 p.m., St. Francis Xavier (with St. Gregory), Enid

After starting and leading the 
annual Good Friday pilgrim-
age walk, Tony Mondejar will 
be participating in his last 

walk before moving to Texas. The 2022 
walk will be held April 15. 

Mondejar, 75, emigrated from the Phil-
ippines in 1988. One of the traditions he 
brought with him was the carrying of a 
cross during the Holy Triduum. 

“People in my hometown carried a 
large wooden cross to another town 
about 20 miles away on Holy Thursday, 
and stayed over and then returned on 
Good Friday,” he said. 

In 1991, Mondejar embarked on his 
first pilgrimage in Oklahoma, walking 
22 miles by himself from Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Konawa to Saint Jo-
seph Catholic Church in Ada.

The parishioners of Saint Joseph heard 
about this and joined him for the 1992 
pilgrimage. For the next nine years, the 
pilgrimage grew in popularity. Due to 
growth and safety of the walkers, orga-
nizers decided a safer route was needed. 
In 2001, the 19-mile journey from Allen 
to Ada was chosen and continues today. 

The pilgrimage proceeds rain or shine. 
Only two years were missed – one year 
due to severe lightning and the other 
due to COVID-19. The largest group of pilgrims 
was about 35, but the number of people varies, 
as some people join along the way while oth-
ers leave to come back to Ada early. Some are 
not able to walk the entire way, so they ride in 
support vehicles. 

The support vehicles meet pilgrims every two 
miles for a rest stop and to make sure everyone 
is doing well. The vehicles also have food and 
water. 

Mondejar and his wife Betty bring a large 
wooden cross that everyone helps to carry 
along the route. 

“Some people enjoy saying the Rosary along 
the way, and people from Protestant faiths find 
the whole experience very moving. At each stop, 

the Stations of the Cross are recited to com-
memorate what Christ went through on Good 
Friday. This is led by either Father Aaron 
Foshee or Deacon Dennis Fine. People in cars 
honk in support as they pass by,” he said.

The pilgrimage meets at 7 a.m. in the park-
ing lot at Saint Joseph in Ada where pilgrims 
join in prayer and reflect on the Passion of 
Christ. The walk starts at Allen at 8 a.m. and 
finishes in Ada at 3 p.m.

Deacon Fine marveled at the energy and the 
spirit Mondejar has brought to the program. 

“Tony deserves all the credit for this wonder-
ful tradition. I only have been a part of it since 
2001, but I know the effort Tony puts into it 
every year. We have all ages from 8 to 80 par-
ticipate. Last year, one gentleman helped carry 

the cross on his motorized wheelchair. Our 
past and present pastors also have participated 
in the pilgrimage. Upon completion of the walk, 
it is a parish tradition for the Hispanic Prayer 
Group to serve a non-meat luncheon to the 
pilgrims.” 

Reservations are not required to participate. 
Leaders ask participants to call Deacon Fine at 
(580) 279-4700 if attending the meal or if a ride 
is required. 

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Good Friday pilgrimage walk brings prayer, 
devotion from Allen to Ada

Several excellent speakers have been 
promoting the story and witness of 
Blessed Stanley Rother and the shrine 
locally and throughout the country. 
Archbishop Coakley, award-winning 
author Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda, shrine 
staff member Cynthia Aranda and 
Executive Director Leif Arvidson have 
offered talks from Omaha to Wash-
ington, D.C. They also have made 
presentations for the local chamber of 
commerce, the convention and visitors’ 
bureau and at the Assembly of Catholic 
Professionals. Talks are offered in both 
English and Spanish. To schedule a 
speaker for an event, call (405) 438-
0302.   

Blessed Stanley Rother, pray for us!

Rother shrine update

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Fr. Aaron Foshee and parishioners from Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Konawa and St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Ada participated in a Good Friday pilgrimage. 
Photos provided.
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Francis Clement Kelley 
was an extremely tal-
ented priest and vision-

ary. His gifts were not always 
appreciated by the clergy when 
he arrived as the new bishop in 
Oklahoma in 1924. 

The clergy were primarily 
European – predominantly 
Belgian and Dutch – and na-
tive-born priests were scarce. 
Many had served in the frontier 
areas where little if any contact 
with the bishop happened on a 
regular basis, which spurred a 
certain independence.

Father David Monahan re-
called in 1975: “They were 
sometimes rowdy. Some had 
adopted course mannerisms 
as a result of service in areas 
that put little stock in gentility. 
Conforming to rules was not 
the strong point of the Oklaho-
ma Catholic clergy in general. 
They were proud of their faithful 
service to the Gospel and the 
Church.”

Naturally, there was some 
friction between the established 
missionary priests and the new 
bishop. Kelley had just spent 
nearly 20 years in the Archdio-
cese of Chicago as the head of 
the Catholic Church Extension 
Society, a diocese well estab-

lished and lacking in the 
“wild west” mentality 
and eccentricities of 

his new assignment in Oklaho-
ma. 

Bishop Kelley also became 
miffed at the priests who found 
the funds to return to Europe 
on vacation but did not see the 
need to pay their quotas to keep 
the diocese operating. In a letter 
he wrote during the height of 
the Depression to the clergy, he 
stated: “What is not paid must 
be made up some way by the 
bishop himself. I am getting too 
old to be running around the 
country lecturing, preaching re-
treats, etc., in order to live and 
run the diocese.”

Funds were scarce and he 
struggled to keep the diocese 
afloat. He took no salary and 
kept his expenses to a mini-
mum. The seeming indiffer-
ence of the clergy to his welfare 
deepened his distrust and the 
clergy grumbled at his extended 
absences from the diocese (iron-
ically his absences were to raise 
money).

He began to cultivate his own 
clergy that were a bit more in 
tune with his style. Home grown 
talent such as Father Victor 
Reed (later bishop), Father Ste-
ven Leven (also a future bishop), 
Father Sylvester Luecke, Father 
Raymond Harkin, Father Cecil 
Finn and Father Donald Kanal-
ly were a few of the star clerics 
that would lead the Church in 

Oklahoma out of her infancy to 
a growing maturity. 

All were the kind of men 
Kelley admired: bright, capable 
and more aware of the chang-
ing climate as to the place of 
the Catholic faith in Oklaho-
ma. They were indeed Kelley’s 
priests.

In fairness, the contribution 
of their predecessors cannot 
be diminished as they were 
the foundation for what the 
Church has become and their 
colorful nature a source of pride 
and amusement. They laid the 
cornerstone from which future 
generations benefitted.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

U.S. bishop chairmen on supreme 
court’s ruling in Ramirez v. Collier

WASHINGTON – On March 23, 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
8-1 in favor of John Ramirez, a 
death row inmate, in his chal-
lenge to Texas’s denial of his 
request that his pastor audibly 
pray and lay hands on him as 
the state executes him. 

Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of 
New York, chairman of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Committee for Religious Liberty, 
and Archbishop Paul S. Coak-
ley of Oklahoma City, chairman 
of the USCCB’s Committee on 
Domestic Justice and Human 
Development, issued the follow-
ing statement: 

“As fallen creatures, we are 
all in need of God’s grace and 
forgiveness. For John Ramirez’s 

actions, the state sentenced him 
to death. He has asked the state 
to allow him what he sincerely 
believes he needs to prepare for 
the end of this life. The supreme 
court rightly has ruled that the 
state did not meet the appro-
priately high bar the law sets to 
deny the condemned the ac-
companiment that their religion 
prescribes.

“Permitting Mr. Ramirez’s 
pastor to provide the spiritual 
assistance that Mr. Ramirez has 
requested would not render his 
execution a just act. The practice 
of state-sanctioned executions 
of human beings – the irrevoca-
ble termination of God’s gift of 
human life – is a grave violation 
of human dignity. An execution 

represents a judgment by fallible 
human beings that a person is 
beyond redemption – a judgment 
the Catholic Church rejects. The 
state should act with justice and 
mercy by sparing Mr. Ramirez’s 
life. 

The supreme court has done 
the right thing in its ruling to 
honor Mr. Ramirez’s right to seek 
the mercy of God at the moment 
of his death.”

The USCCB submitted an 
amicus brief in support of John 
Ramirez’s claim jointly with the 
Texas Catholic Conference of 
Bishops, which also issued a 
statement in response to the su-
preme court’s ruling.

Fr. Victor Reed, later Bishop of 
Oklahoma City and Tulsa.

Mount Saint Mary Catholic High 
School has launched a new sport 
called esports, the first school in 
the archdiocese to do so.

According to esports coach Jared Smith, es-
ports is a competitive, organized form of video 
gaming, consisting of teams that 
compete across the state, nation 
and world. 

“Our athletic directors, Chris 
Crosbie and Blake Gunter, 
approached me about this new 
sport the Oklahoma Secondary 
School Activities Association was 
adding to their list of Fall 2021 
programs,” Smith said. 

“After we researched the sport 
and discovered more than 200 
colleges nationwide provided 
scholarships, we decided to bring 
this opportunity to the students 
of MSM. The University of Okla-
homa recently gave their first 
full-ride scholarship for esports, 
which piqued our interest, and 
we participated in the very first 
OSSAA season last year.”

Smith said there are minor 
differences between esports and 
other sport programs offered at 
the school. He said he considers esports a com-
petitive sport just like other school sports. They 
practice daily, have junior varsity and varsity 
teams and compete against other high schools 
for a state or regional championship. They are 
a team of student-athletes who share a passion 
for playing a game. The only difference is that 
instead of a field or court, they play online. 

“There are no competition classes in this 
sport, so we are competing against teams from 
1A through 6A across the state. We are blessed 

to have such great kids who are competitive 
and win against the larger schools,” he said. 

Smith added there were many challenges he 
and the team faced when beginning the new 
program. 

“The hardest part at the beginning was lo-
gistics. We compete in four different esports 
games and obtaining all the equipment with 
proper internet speeds and access to make 
sure we could compete was challenging,” he 

said. “Another challenge was trying to un-
derstand all the rules of four different games 
(Splatoon 2, Super Smash Brothers Ultimate, 
Rocket League and Mario Kart 8 Deluxe). You 
can imagine having to know all the rules of a 
sport being challenging, but knowing the rules 
of four takes an extreme level of commitment 
and focus. Finally, trying to get an identity as 
a program and how it would be organized was, 
and still is, in its beginning stages.”

Despite these obstacles, Smith said having 

student-athletes who are motivated and under-
standing made a huge difference. 

“They understood we were taking on a new 
frontier for MSM and Oklahoma. There really 
was no precedent for us in this sport, but we 
have powered through learning along the way 
who we are as a team. We had a lot of buy-in 
from the parents who have helped tremendous-
ly by donating time, equipment and resources,” 
he added.

The Mount Saint Mary Rockets 
did well in their first season of 
playing, finishing in the top eight 
in the state for Super Smash 
Brothers. Coach Smith said he 
believes they have an opportuni-
ty to make it to the state cham-
pionship as well as the regional 
championship. 

“I have learned to surrender 
my responsibility as a coach 
and take on more of a manage-
rial role. I monitor and coach 
the kids about life and the 
challenges of losing and hum-
bling ourselves when we win. 
My student-athletes are the 
real coaches as they play these 
games more often and are more 
up-to-date on the games them-
selves.” 

When parents and students 
are considering participating in 
this form of sports, Coach Smith 
said he understands the trepida-

tion they may have, but to consider that, like 
most other conventional sports, they require 
teamwork, which takes time and practice.

“The benefit to joining esports versus rec-
reational video-gaming is that it is in a con-
trolled, organized and competitive environment. 
There are scholarships and career opportuni-
ties. This year, esports is projected to be about 
a $2 billion industry,” he pointed out.

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

Mount lands in esports top 10

Mount St. Mary Catholic High School esports team. Photos provided.



VATICAN CITY – Pope Francis 
on Friday expressed his “sorrow 
and shame” for the role Catho-
lics have played in the abuse of 
Indigenous peoples in Canada, 
especially in residential schools.

During a meeting with rep-
resentatives of the Métis, Inuit 
and First Nations groups at the 
Vatican on April 1, the pope 
condemned colonization, saying 
he was sorry for the historic evil 
committed against Canadian In-
digenous peoples. He also said he 
would like to visit them in their 
“native lands,” indicating that he 
hopes to travel to Canada for the 
July 26 feast of Saint Anne.

Pope Francis, who had private 
meetings with the Métis, Inuit, 
and First Nations delegations 
during the week, said “listening 
to your voices, I was able to enter 
into and be deeply grieved by the 
stories of the suffering, hardship, 
discrimination and various forms 
of abuse that some of you experi-
enced, particularly in the residen-
tial schools.”

“It is chilling to think of deter-
mined efforts to instill a sense of 
inferiority, to rob people of their 
cultural identity, to sever their 
roots, and to consider all the per-
sonal and social effects that this 
continues to entail: unresolved 
traumas that have become inter-
generational traumas,” he said.

He condemned the colonization 
which broke the Indigenous peo-
ples away from their native land 
and ways of life, stating that “in 
this way, great harm was done to 
your identity and your culture, 
many families were separated, 
and great numbers of children 
fell victim to these attempts to 
impose a uniformity based on 
the notion that progress occurs 

through ideological colonization, 
following programs devised in 
offices rather than the desire to 
respect the life of peoples.”

The pope said that learning 
about these situations made him 
feel deep indignation and shame, 
“because it is not right to accept 
evil and, even worse, to grow 
accustomed to evil, as if it were 
an inevitable part of the historical 
process.”

“I feel shame – sorrow and 
shame – for the role that a num-
ber of Catholics, particularly 
those with educational respon-
sibilities, have had in all these 
things that wounded you, in the 
abuses you suffered and in the 
lack of respect shown for your 
identity, your culture and even 
your spiritual values,” he stated.

“All these things are contrary 
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ,” he 
underlined. “For the deplorable 
conduct of those members of the 
Catholic Church, I ask for God’s 
forgiveness and I want to say to 
you with all my heart: I am very 
sorry.”

“Clearly, the content of the faith 
cannot be transmitted in a way 
contrary to the faith itself: Jesus 
taught us to welcome, love, serve 
and not judge; it is a frightening 
thing when, precisely in the name 
of the faith, counter-witness is 
rendered to the Gospel,” he added.

Pope Francis also said he was 

grateful for good Christians who, 
“in the name of the faith, and 
with respect, love, and kindness, 
have enriched your history with 
the Gospel.”

“It is my hope,” Francis contin-
ued, “that our meetings in these 
days will point out new paths 
to be pursued together, instill 
courage and strength, and lead to 
greater commitment on the local 
level. Any truly effective pro-
cess of healing requires concrete 
actions. In a fraternal spirit, I 
encourage the Bishops and the 
Catholic community to continue 
taking steps towards the trans-
parent search for truth and to 
foster healing and reconciliation.”

“Over the past few days, I have 
listened attentively to your testi-
monies. I have brought them to 
my thoughts and prayers, and re-
flected on the stories you told and 
the situations you described. I 
thank you for having opened your 
hearts to me, and for expressing, 
by means of this visit, your desire 
for us to journey together,” he 
said.

This journey, he noted, can help 
Indigenous peoples rediscover and 
revitalize their cultures, and the 
Catholic Church to grow in love 
and respect for their traditions.

“I wish to tell you that the 
Church stands beside you and 
wants to continue journeying 
with you,” Pope Francis said.
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Report abuse or inappropriate 
behavior with a minor

IMMEDIATELY 
Contact local law enforcement and

the state Department of Human Services at: 

(800) 522-3511 

Everyone in Oklahoma is a mandated reporter; Reporting even the suspicion of abuse is 
required; Reporting must be done immediately; If a child is in immediate danger call 9-1-1.

Archdiocesan clergy abuse hotline at:
(405) 720-9878 

Parishioners at St. Mary Catholic Church in Ponca City brought awareness 
to Child Abuse Prevention Month with information, cookies, windmills and 
signs. Photo provided.

Deacon Joe Vandervort

Deacon Joe is the coordi-
nator of respect life ministry 
and marriage formation. He 
coordinates respect life events, 
including the Oklahoma March 
for Life.

He served a little more than 
five years in the U.S. Air Force 
and was ordained to the per-
manent diaconate in November 
2021.

His wife, Ana Maria, is a 
violenist and they have two 
children. They attend St. Mark 
the Evangelist Catholic Church 
in Norman.

Deacon Joe enjoys spending 
time with his family, cooking 
and listening to audio books.

Pope Francis expresses “sorrow and 
shame” for Catholic role in abuse 

against Indigenous peoples
By Hannah Brockhaus 

To send photos, event 
information or story 

ideas, e-mail 
communications@

archokc.org.

PONCA CITY – On a recent sunny Sunday 
morning, parishioners from Saint Mary Cath-
olic Church in Ponca City joined congrega-
tions from across the Ponca City community 
in the annual “Great Day of Service.”

The event returned this year after a two-year 
break due to COVID-19.

The event is held to help homeowners who 
don’t have the ability to take care of their own 
yards.

“There are so many people who need help 
who can’t do it themselves,” said Doris Love, a 
volunteer from Saint Mary.

Many Christian denominations take part in 
the day. Saint Mary parishioners have partici-
pated since 2017.

“This is a community-wide event. Most of 
the churches in Ponca City participate,” said 
Rick Steichen, chairman of Saint Mary activ-
ities, along with Billy Steichen, Mike Blando 
and John Hercyk.

Each congregation receives a section of the 
community to improve, which changes annu-
ally, although some groups work collectively.

Once areas are selected, volunteers fan out to 
identify properties that could benefit from the 
program. The volunteers submit a list of prop-
erties to the city of Ponca City, whose staff then 
approaches homeowners with flyers containing 
contact information for church volunteers. 

“We pick an area, the city puts out flyers and 
the homeowners contact the church to come 
out and clean,” Steichen said. 

During this year’s event on March 20, nearly 
40 parishioners and family members gathered 

after the 8 a.m. Mass to learn which team they 
were joining and where they would work. 

Team leaders met with homeowners at four 
properties to discuss what they wanted to 
change. Work included cutting and removal of 
trees and shrubs, trash and leaf cleanup, mow-
ing and anything else the homeowners asked.

The homeowners told volunteers they were 
very happy with the work performed.

“They are appreciative because they just can’t 
get out there and do it,” Steichen said. 

Those who volunteer said they do so for a va-

riety of reasons, whether it’s to help their fellow 
citizens or simply to help do what they already 
love.

Mary Meyer was one parishioner who devoted 
her time to the cleanup of Ponca City proper-
ties.

“A lot of people need help and as long as I’m 
able, I’ll help,” she said. “The homeowner was 
very appreciative. He stepped out on his porch 
and said, ‘Thank you.’”

Everett Brazil is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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St. Mary parishioners aid community in 
“Great Day of Service”

By Everett Brazil, III 
The Sooner Catholic

Parishioners from St. Mary Catholic Church in Ponca City participated in the annual “Great Day of Service.” 
Photo provided.

Archbishop Coakley 
spoke about Bl. 
Stanley Rother on 
March 18 at the JPII 
Newman Center in 
Omaha. 

Photos provided.
Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass on April 1 at Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 
School. Photo provided.
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Jacob’s memorial fund helps Oklahoma 
kids attend camp

Each summer, Our 
Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Camp 
fills with hundreds 
of schoolchildren 

who spend a week making new 
friends, deepening their faith and 
playing. An endowed fund at the 
Catholic Foundation of Oklaho-
ma helps defray costs for some 
youngsters.

The Jacob Meier Memorial 
Fund is designed to provide 
need-based camp fee scholar-
ships. The fund, created in 2010 
by Rich and Cathy Meier of Yu-
kon, is named for his son, who 
was an active member of Saint 
John Nepomuk Catholic Church, 
attended Camp OLOG as a youth 
and later became a counselor. 

Jacob “Jake” Meier died un-
expectedly in 2009 as the result 
of a lifelong seizure disorder. He 
was 27.

The Meier fund is among the 
many field-of-interest endowment 
funds at the Catholic Foundation. 
The funds aid with specific needs 
such as youth ministry initiatives, 
with the foundation administering 
distribution of funds to address 
that need.

The Meiers began their en-
dowed fund with a gift of $5,000. 

Through additional gifts from 
the Meier family, the Saint John 
Nepomuk youth group and the 
public, it has grown to nearly 
$30,000. At that level, the endow-
ment’s annual payout is enough to 
cover the full cost for three camp-
ers.

The foundation wants to grow 
the endowment to $50,000 and 
beyond to provide more children 

with the opportunity to attend 
Camp OLOG each year.

In a story published in the Yu-
kon Review shortly after the fund 
was created, Rich Meier said Jake 
once told him that when he was at 
camp, he always felt closer to God 
and often thought of becoming a 
priest. 

At the time of his death, Jake 
was taking classes to advance his 

youth ministry education.
Tax-deductible gifts to the Jacob 

Meier Memorial Endowment Fund 
can be made online at cfook.org/
give-now or by mail to the Catholic 
Foundation of Oklahoma, P.O. Box 
32180, Oklahoma City 73123.

Owen Canfield is the founda-
tion’s associate director for gift 
planning. Contact him at ocan-
field@cfook.org or (405) 709-2897.

By Owen Canfield 
NORMAN – Sister Veronica Hig-

gins, a consecrated religious sister 
with the Carmelite Order of Saint 
Therese of the Infant Jesus, will 
give the 2022 Agnes and Herbert 
True Family Lecture at 7 p.m. 
April 20 in Heiple Hall at Saint 
Thomas More Catholic Church, 
100 Stinson Ave. in 
Norman. The title of 
her talk is “My Sto-
ry: Protests, Prayer 
and Putting Faith 
into Action.” The 
event is free and 
open to the public.

“God has no 
hands but ours. We 
are the instrument 
through which he 
touches the lives 
of others, bringing 
healing and comfort 
to those in need,” 
she said. “In our 21st 
century world, we 
need to remind each 
other that, together, 
we can bring peace 
to each other and the 

world by being present to those 
in need and recognizing the gift of 
each other.”

Growing up in the 1950s and 
1960s, Sister Veronica remembers 
being required to use separate 
public facilities like water foun-
tains and being barred from 

visiting local amusement parks. 
During her college years, she 
joined protest movements sweep-
ing the country, most notably the 
civil rights movement. The Car-
melite Sisters, however, embraced 
her as a member of a large extend-

ed family, she 
said, and with 
them, she never 
personally felt 
discriminated 
against.

“Sister Ve-
ronica offers a 
much-needed 
perspective on 
the rich histo-
ry of African 
American 
Catholicism, 
some of which 
is difficult but 
necessary to 
hear,” said Fa-
ther Jim Go-
ins, pastor of 
Saint Thomas 
More.

Sister Ve-

ronica is best known as an excep-
tional educator, principal and mu-
sic minister. Her extensive musical 
training has helped her support 
multiple parishes with crossing 
cultural bridges. She currently 
serves as case manager for adults 
with intellectual disabilities at The 
Center of Family Love in Okarche.

Masks will be required to pro-
tect Sister Veronica as well as the 
sisters, and The Center of Family 
Love residents with whom she 
works.

The Agnes M. and Herbert True 
Family Lecture series brings a 
Catholic intellectual or artist to the 
University of Oklahoma campus 
each year to deliver a public lec-
ture on a topic of university-wide 
interest. 

Sponsored by Saint Thomas 
More Catholic Church and Student 
Center and the Catholic Student 
Association, the series is funded in 
part by an endowment established 
by the Trues’ three sons who all 
graduated from OU.

For more information, contact 
(405) 321-0990.

Sooner Catholic8  April 10, 2022 

“Protests, Prayer and Putting Faith into Action”
Lecture series makes stop at Norman parish April 20

Pauline, from The Center of Family Love, and Sr. Veronica Higgins. 

Photo provided.

Holy Innocents’ Chapel anniversary

Archbishop Coakley and Fr. Price 
Oswalt celebrated Mass on March 26 
at the Holy Innocents’ Chapel. It was 
the 10th anniversary of the blessing 
and dedication of the Holy Innocents’ 
Chapel and Foundation offices at 
6114 N.W. 63 in Warr Acres. Dona-
tions for St. Joseph and St. Gianna 
statues are being accepted. Visit 
holyinnocentsokc.org/donate. Photos 
Theresa Bragg/Sooner Catholic.

Father / Son
Retreat

At Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Camp 

May 6-7

Ages 10 and up
$25 per person 

Register at archokc.org/fathers



inside of a Catholic church for the first 
time. It piqued my curiosity,” he said. 

“Then, once I found EWTN, I got a lot 
more substance to go with that. Then, 
it became a history thing for me. Any 
time we talked about Christianity in 
history class there was a lot of history 
about the Catholic Church. I wanted to 
be part of the Church that Jesus start-
ed and that led me to learn more about 
Catholicism.”

Once Miller was able to drive, he 
began attending Mass at Saint Charles 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma City and 
entered RCIA (Rite of Christian Initi-
ation) at 16. The night before Easter 
Vigil, he met with Father Paul Gallatin, 
who asked him what he wanted to be.

“I told him I was kind of thinking 
about becoming a priest.”

At Father Gallatin’s suggestion, Miller 
signed up for Emmaus Days, a voca-
tions awareness program for young 
men, with Father Rick Stansberry and 
Father Ed Weisenburger, now bishop of 
Tucson. 

“Emmaus Days put more substance 

to the thought, the feeling, but it also 
was at the height of the abuse scan-
dal,” he said. 

So, after graduating from Putnam 
City North High School in Oklahoma 
City, he met with Archbishop Beltran 
who asked him – as he did many po-
tential seminarians – to give seminary 
at least one year. Miller entered Con-
ception Seminary in Missouri and for 
the first two weeks “hated it.” But soon, 
with routine and new friendships, he 
began to enjoy it. 

He also learned while at seminary 
that his mom, Regina, had entered 
RCIA. She joined the Catholic Church 
in 2010. 

Miller, 35, earned a bachelor’s degree 
in philosophy at Conception, a bache-
lor’s degree in classical languages from 
the University of Oklahoma, a mas-
ter’s degree in historical theology from 
Boston College and a master’s degree 
in divinity at Pope Saint John the 
XXIII Seminary in Massachusetts. He 
is working on a canon law degree from 
Catholic University of America. His 
home parish is Saint Damien of Molo-
kai in Edmond.

“My family is very supportive, and 
they want me to be happy. I finally feel 

that moment of fulfillment and content.”
Miller is scheduled to be ordained to 

the transitional diaconate at 10 a.m. 
April 9 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. The 
ordination is open to the public and 
will be live-streamed on the archdioce-
san YouTube channel, Facebook page 
and at archokc.org/live.

Miller said other young men consid-
ering the priesthood should pray and 
listen to what God wants for their lives 
and their happiness with priests serv-
ing as good examples.

“Don’t be afraid. Some guys think 
‘How can God possibly want me to be 
a priest because of things in my past 
or there are holier people?’ So, they 
don’t entertain it. The linchpin in all 
of that is if you aren’t praying about it 
you won’t come to an understanding. 
Prayer is an essential component,” he 
said.

“Another thing that plays into a guy 
responding to a vocation is the wit-
ness of priests, holy priests. I’m ready 
for the priesthood, to serve others. I’m 
ready to work for the salvation of souls. 
That’s what priesthood is all about.”  

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner 
Catholic.
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continued from page 1

JOURNEY 
TO THE 

PRIESTHOOD

“I’m ready to work for the salvation of souls” continued from page 1

Photos Diane Clay, 
Avery Holt/Sooner 
Catholic.
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Fr. Daniel Grover led a Eucharistic procession and Marian consecration over 
Russia and Ukraine March 25 at St. Matthew Catholic Church in Elk City. 
Photos provided.

St. Joseph Catholic Church in Tonkawa celebrated the Feast of St. Joseph on March 
20 with a parish meal and fellowship. Renowned Tonkawa artist, Gene Dougherty, 
gifted a painting of St.  Joseph and the child Jesus to the parish. Fr. Carson Krit-
tenbrink, pastor of St. Mary Catholic Church in Ponca City, shared a short reflection 
on St. Joseph and then helped Fr. Balaswamy Bathini award this year’s Feast of St. 
Joseph creative contest winner, Maria Caughlin. Photos provided.

The Knights of Columbus of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Blackwell held their 
annual fish fry on March 18 in celebration of the Feast of St. Joseph. More than 
300 people were served, including groups from St. Mary Catholic Church in 
Ponca City and St. Francis Catholic Church in Newkirk. Proceeds from the fish 
fry fund various KOC activities. Photos provided.

Students 
from Sacred 
Heart Cath-
olic School 
prayed the 
Rosary March 
25 during the 
Mount St. 
Mary school 
Mass and pro-
cession when 
Archbishop 
Coakley con-
secrated MSM 
to the Blessed 
Mother. Pho-
tos provided.

Synod sessions 
were held on 
March 30 at 
St. Francis 
Cabrini in Bea-
ver (left) and 
on March 31 at 
St. Mary Cath-
olic Church 
in Ponca City 
(bottom). Pho-
tos provided.

Synod survey
Archbishop 
Coakley has 
asked for input 
from parish-
ioners on the 
future of the 
archdiocese via 
online survey. 
The responses 
will be accepted 
until April 30. 
Find the sur-
veys in English, 
Spanish and 
Vietnamese at 
archokc.org/
synod.
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SINSINAWA, Wis. – Sister 
Suzanne Schuman, O.P., died 
March 23 at Saint Elizabeth 
Manor in Footville, Wis. She 
was 92. 

The funeral Mass was held 
at the Dominican mother-
house in Sinsinawa on April 
2, followed by burial in the 
Motherhouse Cemetery.

Sister Suzanne was born 
Nov. 30, 1929, in Chicago, 
the daughter of Ernest and 
Marie (Witowski) Schuman. 

Sister Suzanne made her 
first profession as a Domin-
ican Sister of Sinsinawa on 
Feb. 3, 1950, and her perpet-
ual profession Aug. 5, 1953. 
She taught for 59 years and 
served as principal for 18 of 

those years. 
She was 
a warm, 
friendly and 
kind wom-
an. Many 
would say 
about her, 
“She was 
‘Sister Hos-
pitality.’” 
She served 
in Wisconsin, Oklahoma, Al-
abama, California, Iowa and 
Illinois. 

In the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City, Sister Suzanne 
was principal and taught at 
Saints Peter and Paul Catho-
lic School in Kingfisher from 
1965-1972.

Sr. Suzanne 
Schuman, O.P.

Sr. Suzanne Schuman, O.P.

Parish endowments provide long-term support

One goal of the Catholic Foun-
dation of Oklahoma is to establish 
endowed funds to benefit every 
parish and school in the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City. A gift from 
one couple is getting this process 
started at Saint Eugene Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma City.

The couple, who wished to 
remain anonymous, are longtime 
members of Saint Eugene. They 
said they wanted to help ensure 
the parish is on solid financial 
footing for years to come.

“It is our desire to leave a lasting 
and perpetual gift that, combined 
with others to come over the years, 

will support our wide-ranging par-
ish ministries and the good works 
done by and for parishioners,” the 
couple said.

The couple will give 
$50,000 to establish the 
Saint Eugene Parish En-
dowment Fund. This fund is 
an example of a designated 
endowment at the founda-
tion – one created to benefit 
a specific parish, school or 
ministry. The foundation 
also has field of interest 
endowments, which benefit 
specific needs such as youth 
ministry initiatives.

The Saint Eugene Parish 
Endowment Fund provides mem-
bers of the parish with an avenue 
to make their own legacy gifts – as 

the endowment grows, so too will 
the amount that is distributed 
annually, and forever, from the 

endowment at the Catholic Foun-
dation.

The creators of this endowment 

noted the importance of thinking 
long term about their parish, par-
ticularly as the Catholic Church 
works to counter the many 
challenges presented by secular 
society.

“In return for the abundant 
blessings God has heaped upon 
our family – not the least of which 
has been the friendship and 
Christ-like example of so many 
archdiocesan priests – we want-
ed to do something that would 
benefit and support not only our 
current pastor’s work but the 
work of Saint Eugene priests and 
people for generations to come,” 
they said.
Owen Canfield is associate direc-

tor of gift planning for the Catholic 
Foundation of Oklahoma.

Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org

By Owen Canfield 

To learn more about creating an 
endowment at the Catholic 
Foundation of Oklahoma, 
contact (405) 709-2897 or 

ocanfield@cfook.org.

Catholic Foundation 
of Oklahoma

Archbishop 
Coakley 
celebrated a 
confirmation 
Mass on March 
26 for students 
in 8th and 9th 
grade at Christ 
the King Cath-
olic Church in 
Oklahoma City. 
Photo provided.

Gift of Love Gala
The Center of Fam-

ily Love and Oklaho-
ma Knights of Co-
lumbus will host the 
annual Gift of Love 
Gala on June 4 at 
the National Cowboy 
and Western Heritage 
Museum in Oklaho-
ma City. Visit cflinc.
org/gala or call (405) 
263-4658, Ext. 1009.

Fr. Charles Murphy received this cartoon many years ago as an Easter gift 
from longtime Oklahoman newspaper cartoonist Jim Lange. 



Sooner Catholic14   April 10, 2022

Jobs Box
To see more job openings, go on-

line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Director of communications
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking a director of com-
munications. As a member of the 
senior staff, the director of commu-
nications will represent the arch-
diocese, archbishop and chancery 
to the media by crafting commu-
nications, social media, public 
relations and marketing strategies. 
The director will supervise commu-
nications support staff, oversee the 
budget and will be responsible for 
arranging interviews, organizing 
news conferences, responding to 
media inquiries and credentialing 
press for major events. The direc-
tor also will serve as editor of the 
diocesan Sooner Catholic newspa-
per. Must have a bachelor’s degree 
in communications or related field, 
at least five years of public rela-
tions, journalism and/or marketing 
experience, and be a practicing 
Catholic. A background check and 
safe environment training will be 
required. Send resume and cover 
letter to humanresources@archokc.
org.

Associate director of develop-
ment - shrine

The Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine is seeking an associate 
director of development to assist 
with all aspects of fundraising 
and donor relations. Will serve 
as adviser to the senior manag-
ing consultant. Collaborate with 
pastors, parish leaders, chancery 
staff and potential donors to iden-
tify and cultivate gift prospects for 
capital campaigns, special projects 
and programs. Bachelor’s degree 
in business, marketing, communi-
cations, public relations or gen-
eral experience in a comparable 
position a must; minimum three 
years of development experience; 
must be practicing Catholic in 
good standing. Send resume and 
cover letter to humanresources@
archokc.org.

High school principal - OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking a principal to 
start July 2022. Must have ex-
perience in curriculum develop-
ment and co-curricular planning, 
welcome a diversity of cultures, 
cultivate equitable learning op-
portunities, be a compassionate 
team-builder, ability to problem 
solve, strong communicator and 
be a practicing Catholic in good 
standing. Send cover letter, re-
sume and list of five professional 
references with name, relation-
ship, phone number and e-mail 
address of each. Send each docu-
ment as a separate pdf to search 
consultants Brandon Jacobs at 
brandon.jacobs@carneysandoe.
com, Barbara Daush at barbara.
daush@carneysandoe.com and 
Jess Roberson at jess.roberson@
carneysandoe.com.

Event specialist - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking an event specialist 
for the Secretariat for Evangeli-
zation and Catechesis to provide 
administrative and clerical sup-
port for event planning, logistics 
and operations. Coordinate with 
departments regarding event and 
ministry scheduling, reservation 
of facilities for events and meet-
ings and manage secretariat data 
management system. Coordinate 
enrollment and registration pro-
cesses for events, classes or other 
activities; organize materials, 
purchase decorations and order 
food for events. A minimum of 
three years general office experi-
ence required with advanced use 
of Microsoft Office software. Send 
resume and cover letter to   
humanresources@archokc.org.  

Life enrichment/activities 
director – OKC

St. Ann Retirement Center is 
seeking a full-time or part-time 
life enrichment/activities director 
who is fun, organized, likes to plan 
parties and loves seniors. Flexible 
hours. Send resume to joyce@ 
saintannretirementcenter.com.

Certified medication aide - OKC 
St. Ann Retirement Center in 

Oklahoma City is seeking a certi-
fied CMA or CNA/MAT for the day 
shift, 6:30 a.m. – 3 p.m., and the 
night shift. Must have experience 
administering medications and 
assisting residents with ADL’s. 
Paid insurance and generous PTO, 
matching retirement plan. Contact 
(405) 721-0747, Ext. 306,   
LaTrona@saintannretirementcenter.
com. 

Director of Immigration Legal 
Services – OKC

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a director of Immigration Legal 
Services to establish and provide 
management and oversight for all 
operational and strategic services 
and programs. The director will 
maintain a reasonable caseload 
and provide legal services. Juris 
Doctorate degree; Admitted to and 
licensed by the state bar of Okla-
homa or of another state(s), which 
license must be maintained in good 
standing at all times; Fluent in 
the reading, writing and speaking 
Spanish; A minimum of three years 
of experience in providing fami-
ly-based immigration legal services 
under the INA and related statutes, 
rules and regulations; Significant 
experience in the management of 
staff providing legal services under 
the INA and related statutes, rules 
and regulations. Send resume and 
cover letter to Monica Palmer at 
mpalmer@ccaokc.org.

Intake Specialist - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
an intake specialist to direct service 
and support through day services 
at the Sanctuary for Women’s 
Development and conduct intakes 
with new clients. High school 
diploma or G.E.D., associate’s 

degree preferred; must have valid 
Oklahoma driver’s license; fluency 
in Spanish and English preferred. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
Racheal Singley at rsingley@  
ccaokc.org.

Fifth grade teacher - OKC
Bishop John Carroll Catholic 

School in Oklahoma City is seek-
ing a certified teacher for fifth 
grade for the 2022-2023 school 
year. This teacher will be part of 
both middle school and elementa-
ry teams. Experience in Catholic 
education preferred. Knowledge 
of Catholic curriculum, national 
standards and current pedagogy 
preferred. Send resume and cover 
letter to Principal Tim McFadden 
at principal@bjccs.org.  

Substitute teachers – OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking substitute teach-
ers. Teaching experience preferred. 
Send resume and inquiries to 
bbasler@mountstmary.org.

Latin teacher - OKC
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School is seeking qualified 
candidates to teach Latin in the 
2022-2023 school year. Applicants 
must be highly motivated, have ex-
perience in teaching in high school 
and work closely with World Lan-
guage colleagues on lesson plan-
ning and curriculum alignment. 
Experience in, or ability to learn, 
how to deliver content digitally 
preferred. High school certification 
and a bachelor’s degree in Latin, 
Latin education or a related field 
required. Send resume and cover 
letter to World Language Depart-
ment Chair Taja Egert at tegert@
bmchs.org.

Counselor - OKC
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School is seeking a counsel-
or for the 2022-2023 school year. 
Experience in high school academ-
ic counseling preferred; excellent 
organization and communication 
skills required. A working knowl-
edge of Scoir, college application 
software and the college appli-
cation process. Responsible for 
advising students on the academic 
curriculum, checking credits for 
graduation, maintaining stand-
ing in programs such as Promise; 
advising students who are eligi-
ble to play in the NCAA or NAIA. 
Experience in counseling students 
in their socio-emotional develop-
ment and maintaining health and 
wellness are essential. The highest 
level of professionalism, discretion, 
leadership and cultural sensitivity 
required. Salary is commensurate 
with experience and negotiable. 
Send resume and cover letter 
to Veleecia Hearne at vhearne@
bmchs.org.

Mother’s Day Out teachers - OKC
Christ the King Catholic Church 

in Oklahoma City is seeking part-
time teachers in the Mother’s Day 
Out program Monday and Wednes-
day during school hours with an 

occasional evening or weekend 
Mass obligation. Contact Margaret 
Tunell at Margaret@ckokc.org.

Campus evangelization, disciple-
ship coordinator - Edmond

St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Edmond is seeking a 
coordinator of campus evangeliza-
tion and discipleship to be respon-
sible for all aspects of collegiate 
ministry. Will promote and coor-
dinate opportunities for college 
students to encounter Christ. 
Ability to coordinate fundraising 
and long-term development of the 
ministry on campus. Bachelor’s 
degree – preferably in theolo-
gy, religious education, pastoral 
ministry or related field – and two 
years of experience in campus or 
young adult ministry. Send cov-
er letter and resume to adennis@
stjohn-catholic.org.

Director of youth ministry -  
Norman

St. Mark Catholic Church in 
Norman is seeking a qualified 
director of youth ministry to be 
responsible for the coordination 
and organization of parish youth 
programs (grades 6-12). Must be 
a practicing Catholic with back-
ground in religious education, 
pastoral ministry or theology. Send 
resume and cover letter to Fr. 
Timothy Fuller at tfuller@  
saintmarknorman.org.

Teachers - OKC 
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a science teach-
er, mathematics teacher, theology 
teacher and fine arts teacher for 
the 2022-2023 school year. Must 
have bachelor’s degree and teach-
ing credential. The position starts 
July 2022. Learn more and apply 
at cristoreyokc.org/careers. Con-
tact Principal Kelsey Herman at 
kelsey.herman@cristoreyokc.org.

Teachers - El Reno
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

El Reno is accepting applications 
for a full-time kindergarten teacher 
and a first-grade teacher. Okla-
homa state certification required. 
Send resume to Shannon Statton 
at sstattonsacredheart@live.com or 
call (405) 262-2284.

Teachers – Midwest City
St. Philip Neri Catholic School 

in Midwest City is seeking early 
childhood and elementary teach-
ers. Applicants must hold state 
certification. Teaching experi-
ence is preferred. Send resume to 
Principal Brenda Tener at btener@
spnok.org.

Teachers - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Cath-

olic School in Edmond is seeking 
teachers for the 2022-2023 school 
year. Bachelor’s degree with state 
teaching certification in the de-
sired teaching area required. Send 
a resume, cover letter and copy 
of teaching certificate to Principal 
Laura Cain at lcain@seasok.org.

This book is a clever and interesting 
tale about two young cousins living in 
Capernaum during the time of Christ. 
The story is based on the mystery of 

transub-
stantia-
tion and 
John 6:54 
(“Whoever 
eats my 
flesh and 
drinks my 
blood has 

eternal life, and I will raise him on the 
last day”). 

“The Real Presence” is writ-
ten by Claudia Cangilla McAdam, 
“award-winning author of two doz-
en books, most of them for kids and 
teens.” McAdam clearly demonstrates 
her special talent for writing easy-to-
read and easy-to-relate Christian sto-
ries and Gina Capaldi’s illustrations 
bring life to the characters and the 
various settings and scenes.

The cousins, Zedekiah and Abigail, 
constantly engage in friendly compe-
tition trying to outdo each other on 
everything. They banter about which 

of their families’ crops are better, the 
wheat grown by Zedekiah’s family, or 
the grapes grown by Abigail’s fam-
ily. They argue about who is taller. 
They argue about who is 
faster. However, it is the 
argument over the fami-
lies’ crops that becomes 
dominant.

One day, Zedekiah sug-
gests that the two of them 
ask Jesus to settle the 
argument. Abigail agrees 
to the idea and the two 
cousins go to the syna-
gogue where Jesus will 
be teaching. 

Standing at the far end 
of the synagogue they 
hear Jesus telling the crowd, “I am 
the living bread that came down from 
heaven” and they observe the crowd’s 
strong reaction. The cousins decide 
it wasn’t the right time to ask Jesus 
their question about whose crop was 
better. They agreed to wait and ask 
him at the upcoming Passover feast.

Zedekiah and Abigail each make 
a special present to give Jesus at 
the feast, hoping it might help sway 
Jesus’ decision. Zedekiah has made 
a tray from wheat and Abigail a cord 
from grape vines. The feast will be 

held in the Upper Room of their aunt’s 
home and Jesus, Mary and the disci-
ples are in attendance. 

The cousins stand next to Jesus’ 
mother, Mary, 
awaiting opportu-
nity to give Jesus 
the presents they 
had made. Jesus 
is explaining how 
the bread and wine 
represents his true 
body and blood. 
Just as Zedekiah 
and Abigail begin to 
interrupt, they hear 
Mary whisper to 
them, “Do whatever 
he tells you.” 

As Jesus continues by breaking the 
bread and sharing the cup of wine 
with the disciples, Zedekiah and Abi-
gail “come to their senses” and realize 
that the bread and wine have been 
changed into the body and blood of 
Jesus. 

The presents they had planned to 
give now are insignificant. It is the 
very presence of Jesus that is what 
matters. Through God’s grace, the 
two cousins are blessed to experience 
transubstantiation in the presence of 
Jesus.
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The Catholic Difference

No “just wars?”

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

Book Review – “The Real Presents Presence”
By John H. Dolezal 
The Sooner Catholic

Every war is a defeat for humanity, because 
men and women endowed with reason should 
be able to resolve their differences without 
mass violence. Reason, however, can be cor-
rupted by ignorance, passion, ideology, pride 
and innumerable other vices. And, the dis-
tortion of reason can make the slaughter of 
others, including innocents, seem not only 
permissible, but even imperative. Thus, within 
his own warped frame of reference, Vladimir 
Putin’s barbaric assault on Ukraine makes 
sense – to him. 

A few days before his forces invaded 
Ukraine expecting an easy victory, Putin de-
clared Ukrainians a non-nation occupying a 
non-country that, by right of history and cul-
ture (including religious history and culture), 
belongs to Great Russia. 

So, by his (dim) lights, Putin was restoring 
the proper order of things by invading Ukraine 
to extinguish its sovereignty. And, when his 
military faced a courageous and effective 
Ukrainian resistance composed of regular 
army troops and volunteer defense forces, it 
made sense – again, within Putin’s ideologi-
cal construct – for his troops to attack civilian 
targets, to break the will of those recalcitrant 
Ukrainians who refuse to accept that they are 
“little Russians” who should come home to the 
Fatherland.  

Putin’s war, which is based on his megaloma-
niac view of Russia and Ukraine, is manifestly 
an unjust war: immoral in intent and immor-
al in execution. The blasphemous blessing of 
Russian aggression by the leadership of Rus-
sian Orthodoxy cannot change that moral fact. 

Ukraine’s war, by contrast, is a just war. It is 
justified in intent, and Ukraine’s military has 
conducted itself in a morally justifiable manner. 

The defense of national sovereignty was 

recognized as morally legitimate by the Second 
Vatican Council, which taught that “govern-
ments cannot be denied the right to legitimate 
defense” and that “state authorities and others 
who share public responsibility have the duty 
to … protect the welfare of the people entrusted 
to their care.” 

In the “Pastoral Constitution on the Church 
in the Modern World,” the council fathers also 
taught that those “who devote themselves to 
the military service of their country should re-
gard themselves as the agents of (the) security 
and freedom of peoples” who, “as long as they 
fulfill this role properly,” make “a genuine con-
tribution to the establishment of peace.” That 
is what the Ukrainian military and territorial 
defense forces have been doing since Feb. 24. 

According to a normative Christian theologi-
cal tradition first systematically articulated by 
Saint Augustine, certain moral benchmarks de-
fine the boundaries of the justifiable use of pro-
portionate and discriminate armed force. Those 
moral standards and the kind of conscience 
they form seem alive and well among Ukraine’s 
political and military leadership, on the battle-
field and elsewhere. 

Thus, Russian prisoners of war – primarily 
conscripts whose superiors lied to them about 
their deployment and then used them as can-
non fodder – are being treated humanely by the 
Ukrainian authorities.

By contrast, any such conscience seems mor-
ibund in the Kremlin and among the Russians 
who committed genocide in Mariupol.    

Given these realities, it is not easy to under-
stand the trajectory of Vatican commentary 
during the war’s first month. The Vatican’s 
primary role in world politics is that of moral 
witness – a witness that proved quite effective 
when Saint John Paul II deployed it in east 

central 
Europe, 
East Asia 
and Latin 
America. 
The first 
task of 
that mor-
al witness 
is to call things by their right names, especially 
in situations clouded by lies, disinformation 
and propaganda. Yet, it took almost two weeks 
for Pope Francis to use the word “war” to de-
scribe what was going on in Ukraine. 

Then, on March 16, the pope met via video-
conference with Patriarch Kirill of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, as if Kirill were a figure of 
religious authority rather than what he real-
ly is: an instrument of Russian state power. 
Instead of clarifying the moral truth of a situa-
tion and thereby contributing to its resolution 
in a just peace, that Vatican initiative further 
muddied the waters and made a just peace 
more difficult.

During the videoconference, the pope noted 
that “There was a time, even in our churches, 
when people spoke of a holy war or a just war. 
Today, we cannot speak in this manner.” Char-
itably construed, that was an oblique rebuke of 
Kirill, who had indeed spoken in that manner. 
Universalized, however, the pope’s formulation 
was problematic. 

It is simply not the case that serious Chris-
tians can no longer use the categories of “just” 
and “unjust” in thinking about warfare. There 
are, in truth, just and unjust wars. Russia’s 
war in Ukraine is unjust and ignoble. Ukraine’s 
war is just and noble. Informal papal com-
ments do not change that reality. They can, 
unfortunately, obscure it.

Poland, Vienna, 
Germany 
pilgrimage

Join Fr. Rick 
Stansberry on an 
11-day pilgrimage 
to Poland, Vien-
na and Germany 
Aug. 1-11. Con-
tact Select Inter-
national Tours at 
(800) 842-4842, 
jane@select-intl.
com. Visit  
selectinternation-
altours.com.  

Germany, 
Prague, Austria 
pilgrimage

Join Fr. Carl 
Janocha and Fr. 
Danny Grover on 
a pilgrimage to 
Germany, Prague 
and Austria Sept. 
19-30. Contact Fr. 
Carl Janocha at 
(405) 247-5255, 
frcarlj@gmail.com 
for brochure and 
more information.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

La Pascua en tiempo de 
guerra y pandemia

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Magníficos oradores han estado pro-
moviendo la historia y el testimonio del 
Beato Stanley Rother y el santuario a 
nivel local y en todo el país. El arzo-
bispo Coakley, la galardonada autora 
María Ruiz Scaperlanda, la funciona-
ria del personal del santuario Cynthia 
Aranda y el director ejecutivo Leif 
Arvidson han ofrecido charlas desde 
Omaha a Washington, DC. También 
han hecho presentaciones para la 
cámara de comercio local, la oficina 
de convenciones y visitantes y en la 
Asamblea de Profesionales Católicos. 
Las charlas se ofrecen tanto en inglés 
como en español. Para programar un 
orador para un evento, llame al (405) 
438-0302.

¡Beato Stanley Rother, ruega por 
nosotros!

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

Al tiempo que nos acercamos como 
Iglesia a la celebración de la Semana 
Santa y otro Triduo Pascual, algunos 
podrían preguntarse lo que significa la 
Pascua en estos tiempos difíciles. La 
amenaza de una creciente guerra en 
Ucrania es una sombra sobre el mun-
do. La muerte nos amenaza de mane-
ras inesperadas. ¿Puede la fe sostener-
nos aun frente a estos retos? 

“¿Por qué buscan entre los muertos al 
que está vivo? No está aquí, ha resucit-
ado.” (Lc 24,6). Esta noticia maravillosa 
anunciada por los ángeles en la tumba 
a María Magdalena en la mañana de la 
Pascua y proclamada por los apóstoles 
e innumerables testigos a lo largo de la 
historia, es un resumen del corazón de 
la fe cristiana. “¡Cristo a ha resucita-
do, verdaderamente ha resucitado!” La 
muerte ha sido vencida.

Sin embargo, para poder experimen-
tar esta maravillosa proclamación de 
la Buena Nueva, debemos vivirla per-
sonalmente. La proclamación pascual 
no es solamente información sobre el 
destino de Jesús. La información no 
salva. Solo un encuentro con la perso-
na de Jesucristo tiene el poder de sal-
varnos. Sí, el Padre ha verdaderamente 
exaltado a Jesús resucitándolo por el 
poder del Espíritu Santo. Pero ¿qué 
significa eso para nosotros? 

Jesús, el Hijo de Dios, se hizo hom-
bre, sufrió, murió y resucitó precisa-
mente “por nosotros los hombres y por 
nuestra salvación”, como decimos en el 
credo niceno. Entregó su vida por no-
sotros, por ti y por mí, para revelarnos 

el amor del Padre por nosotros. 
Porque Jesucristo ha conquistado la 

muerte en nuestra carne humana, es-
peramos compartir su victoria a través 
de la fe. La fe y el bautismo nos hacen 
participar en su nueva vida. Estamos 
ya de hecho viviendo esa nueva vida de 
gracia que viviremos en su plenitud en 
el cielo. Por el bautismo compartimos 
la victoria de la vida. Es verdadera-
mente un cumpleaños de esperanza. 

Desde que el pecado entró en el 
mundo, la humanidad ha sido atra-
pada en una espiral de desesperanza. 
La muerte consumió a fin de cuentas 
todas las esperanzas y sueños. Pero, 
Cristo ha traspasado el velo oscuro de 
la muerte y la desesperanza. 

¡La muerte verdaderamente no tiene 
la última palabra! La vida no terminará 
vacía. Jesús conquista la muerte. Re-
ina victorioso y esperamos reinar con 
Él. ¡Estas son Buenas Noticias de ver-
dad!

El encontrarnos con Jesucristo vivo 
da un nuevo horizonte y ofrece una 
esperanza inquebrantable a nuestras 
vidas. 

Una persona que pierde la esper-
anza siente que la vida se le escapa. 
Quizá tú y yo hemos sido esa persona 
en algún momento de nuestras vidas. 
Pero la esperanza siempre puede ser 
restaurada. Si una persona enferma y 
sin ánimos descubre una nueva esper-
anza, por pequeña que sea, descubrirá 
una nueva vitalidad. No importa cuan-
tas veces una persona lo haya inten-
tado y haya fallado, la esperanza le da 

a esa persona 
el coraje para 
intentarlo de 
nuevo. 

Aun cuando 
parezca que nada cambia, cuando la 
esperanza nace en el corazón humano, 
o en un matrimonio o una familia, todo 
parece ser nuevo. La vida se renueva. 
La esperanza es la fuente de esta en-
ergía y vida nueva. Revigoriza nuestra 
fe y estimula el amor. La virtud teologal 
de la esperanza tiene como objeto la 
posesión de una vida nueva y eterna en 
Cristo.  

Jesucristo es nuestra esperanza. A fi-
nal de cuentas, nuestra esperanza nos 
hace mirar hacia la resurrección de los 
muertos en el último día, pero también 
nuestra esperanza más inmediata se ve 
renovada y sostenida por la experien-
cia espiritual de la resurrección ex-
perimentada en las pequeñas victorias 
contra el pecado, la desesperanza y el 
miedo en nuestra vida diaria. 

Nuestra misión es dar testimonio de 
la esperanza al mundo. Tenemos un 
gesto hermoso durante la Vigilia Pas-
cual que nos recuerda de esto. Mien-
tras compartimos la pequeña flama 
unos a otros e iluminamos la iglesia 
oscura con la luz del Cirio Pascual, 
reconocemos que estamos llamado a 
compartir a Cristo, la luz y la esperan-
za del mundo, en los lugares más oscu-
ros y los corazones más desolados que 
esperan el mensaje liberador de Cristo. 
¡Cristo es nuestra esperanza! Ese es el 
significado de la Pascua. 

WASHINGTON – El aumento 
de casos a causa de la variante 
ómicron del virus COVID-19 este 
invierno hizo que muchas per-
sonas cancelaran sus planes de 
viaje, incluyendo personas recién 
llegadas a los Estados Unidos.

Muchas de esas personas son 
refugiados provenientes de Afgan-
istán, quienes hace ya seis meses 
o más partieron de su tierra natal 
-- y de todo lo que les era familiar 
-- huyendo de un futuro lleno de 
incertidumbre y peligro.

Aunque afiliados nacionales de 
Caridades Católicas han inten-
sificado sus esfuerzos para inte-
grarlos al país, un problema ha 
obstaculizado esa labor, que es 
donde reasentarlos.

Es ahí es donde entra Airbnb.
“Airbnb tiene una relación lab-

oral con Caridades Católicas”, ex-
presó Christopher Ross, vicepres-
idente de servicios de migración y 
reasentamiento de refugiados de 
Caridades Católicas USA. “La vivi-
enda es un gran problema donde-
quiera que vayas en el país”.

Y, durante la pandemia, los pre-
cios de las viviendas han seguido 
subiendo.

“Los refugiados que vienen de las 
bases (militares), esencialmente, si 
van a terminar en un hotel, podría 
ser un hotel de estadías prolonga-
das”, señaló Ross en un taller de 
Encuentro del Ministerio Social 
Católico, titulado “¿Quién es mi 
prójimo? Acogiendo a los recién 
llegados de los márgenes”. “Puede 
ser un poco estrecho con una fa-
milia de siete o 10”, dijo Ross.

Él añadió: “Los anfitriones 
entienden claramente cuál es la 
situación. Pero mientras tanto, 
nos gustaría poder decir, por una 
semana, tres semanas, cuatro 
semanas, una casa, una casa de 
vacaciones, una casa de verano, si 
cree que podría estar disponible -- 
por tarifas reducidas o tarifas reg-
ulares -- está bien, la tomamos”.

Y ahí lo tienen: otra solución 
creativa a un problema aparente-
mente intratable.

Ross señaló que hay ocho co-
munidades de “refugio seguro” en 
o cerca de las bases del ejército. 
Caridades Católicas incluso ha 
organizado horas de té para los 
adultos “para así calmar sus nervi-
os”, acotó.

Sin embargo, el té puede que sea 
la menor de sus necesidades. La 
gestión de casos, el apoyo comuni-
tario, los servicios de inmigración 
de respuesta rápida, y los aboga-
dos ocupan un lugar más alto en 
la lista de prioridades.

“Nuestras agencias están invo-
lucradas en brindar más atención 
de servicios sociales, nos estamos 
involucrando más en eso”, mani-
festó Ross. “A medida que se están 

trasladando de las bases del ejérci-
to . . . nosotros también estamos 
haciendo ese trabajo”.

También está la cuestión de in-
scribir a los hijos de los refugiados 
en escuelas y ayudar a sus padres 
a encontrar trabajo.

“Por supuesto que hay mucho 
trabajo por hacer, 100,000 perso-
nas y más por venir”, dijo Ross.

Algunos refugiados afganos 
conocen a parientes que viven en 
Estados Unidos y hacen arreglos 
con ellos para establecerse cerca. 
La mayoría, sin embargo, tienen 
que ser reasentados con personas 
que nunca antes han conocido en 
ciudades de las que nunca habían 
oído hablar.

Hay más de 50 refugiados de 
este tipo en el área de Tri-Cities 
en el sureste del estado de Wash-
ington – que abarca las ciudades 
de Kennewick, Pasco, y Richland 
– con una población de 303,000 
habitantes, incluyendo las áreas 
periféricas, según el censo de 
2020.

Ivone Guillén, quien solía tra-
bajar en la Conferencia de Obis-
pos Católicos de Estados Unidos 
organizando la reunión anual del 
Ministerio Social Católico, ahora 
trabaja para Broetje Family Trust, 
con sede en Pasco, como directora 
de actividades de extensión migra-
torias, una nueva iniciativa que se 
lanzó en octubre. Ella trabaja no 
solo con un equipo de seis miem-
bros del Fideicomiso, sino con 
varios otros grupos comunitarios 
para que los refugiados afganos 
se sientan como en casa.

“Es una transición, ¿verdad? 
Averiguar qué significa esta 
nueva forma de vida”, manifestó 
Guillén a Catholic News Service 
en una entrevista telefónica el 23 
de febrero desde Pasco. “Lo im-
portante son las conexiones que 
estamos construyendo y las rela-
ciones que estamos cultivando”.

El COVID-19 todavía dificulta 
la realización de eventos con la 
presencia de personas, sostu-
vo Guillén. “Pero creo que nos 
comunicamos con socios comu-
nitarios confiables y ofrecemos 
formas de conectarnos. Tal vez en 
un evento local o tal vez en una 
actividad en línea. Se trata real-
mente de tener conversaciones y 
diálogo”.

Guillén agregó: “Siempre es-
tamos buscando oportunidades 
para hacer eso en la comunidad. 
Una de las formas en que podem-
os construir una comunidad es 
hacerlo de manera que se sientan 
seguros y tengan algo que aportar 
a la comunidad”.

Al igual que la vivienda, los 
trabajos son clave. “Creo que 
todos están en su propia etapa. 
El sistema de refugiados y la 
forma en que llegó este grupo de 
afganos agrega capas adiciona-
les al proceso”, dijo Guillén. “Sin 
embargo, creo que vamos en la 

dirección correcta”.
Tampoco se ha expresado mucha 

negatividad sobre la presencia de 
los afganos en la región. “Somos 
una comunidad históricamente 
acogedora y receptora”, indicó 
Guillén. “Creo que hay un esfuerzo 
muy bien coordinado entre las or-
ganizaciones comunitarias dónde 
están llegando”.

Otro grupo de refugiados son 
aquellos que solicitan asilo y han 
cruzado a Estados Unidos desde 
México. Este podría ser un grupo 
de un gran número de personas 
que esperan hacer de Estados 
Unidos su hogar después de que, 
como los afganos, han huido al 
enfrentar el espectro de la inesta-
bilidad política, las privaciones, y 
las amenazas contra sus vidas o 
las de sus seres queridos.

Hay necesidades humanitarias a 
lo largo de la frontera que requie-
ren el apoyo de la comunidad, dijo 
Michelle Sardone, subdirectora de 
programas de la Red Católica de 
Inmigración Legal. “Si estás a lo 
largo de la frontera, por supuesto 
que hay muchas necesidades hu-
manitarias inmediatas”, agregó.

Hay una amplia gama de necesi-
dades para quienes solicitan asilo, 
pero en el limbo legal de los Pro-
tocolos de Protección al Migrante 
(MPP, por sus siglas en inglés), 
mejor conocida como la política 
“Quédate en México”, señaló Sar-
done.

Bajo el MPP, aquellos que llegan 
a la frontera sur y solicitan asilo 
reciben avisos para comparecer 
ante la corte de inmigración y son 
enviados de regreso a México. Se 
les indica que regresen a un puer-
to de entrada específico en una 
fecha y hora específicas para su 
próxima audiencia en la corte.

“Hay miles de personas en MPP 
a las que se les permitió ingresar a 
Estados Unidos, y quienes actual-
mente están siguiendo el proceso”, 
dijo Sardone. “(Sin embargo) con 
los atrasos en los tribunales de 
inmigración tan malos como los de 
ahora, esos procesos podrían ex-
tenderse . . . hasta 2024”, agregó. 
“Aquellos que estaban en MPP an-
teriormente habían esperado en la 
frontera – algunos durante más de 
un año, y otros cerca de dos años”.

Sardone dijo: “Pero luego, una 
vez que esas personas se mudan 
a Estados Unidos, necesitan el 
apoyo de la comunidad, averiguar 
cuándo es su próxima audien-
cia en la corte de inmigración, o 
necesidades humanitarias básicas 
que deben satisfacerse de inmed-
iato”; alguien debe tomar el relevo 
y “asegurarse de que estén reci-
biendo buenos consejos de inmi-
gración” antes de su audiencia, 
independientemente de la fecha, 
para que no sean engañados por 
alguien para explotarlos.
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Dando la bienvenida a recién llegados 
con corazones y puertas abiertas

Reportar abuso o comportamiento 
inapropiado con un menor.

¡INMEDIATAMENTE!
Póngase en contacto con las autoridades locales, el 
Departamento de Servicios Humanos del estado:

Todos en Oklahoma tienen la obligación de reportar casos de abusos; Se requiere informar 
incluso la sospecha de abuso; La denuncia debe realizarse de inmediato; Si un niño está en 

peligro inmediato, llame al 9-1-1.

 la Coordinadora Arquidiocesana de Asistencia a Victimas al:

(405) 720-9878

(800) 522-3511

Por Mark Pattison 
Catholic News Service 
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Briefs

Although I am not a political an-
imal, I do have an appreciation for 
the faithful Catholics who speak 
about worldly affairs. On the local 
level, Catholics like Brett Farley 
make room for Catholic voices in 
legislation and opinion. 

My own volunteer work in Cath-
olic radio and Rachel’s Vineyard 
has made me keenly aware that 
these efforts can collide with the 
interests of the prevailing culture. 
On important issues such as hu-
man rights, medicine and science, 
or religious freedom and more, I 
seek voices that clearly and coher-
ently express and bolster my be-
liefs since Catholic beliefs are no 
longer part of the norm in modern 
American culture. 

Increasingly, influences from 
global corporations, the sports 
and entertainment world, and 
social media marginalize and even 
censor what I value. It can be 
intimidating, attempting to artic-
ulate a view that is counter to the 
status quo; especially if my belief 
has been portrayed as ignorant or 
lacking in compassion.

To my surprise, I have dis-
covered a formidable resource 
in “Conversations with Conse-
quences” which airs on Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio on Saturdays from 
4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

The EWTN program is produced 
by The Catholic Association, “a 
faithful Catholic voice in the pub-
lic square.” Grazie Pozo Christie 
and three other respected authors 
and journalists conduct weighty 
conversations and interviews that 
“defend religious liberty, life and 
the Church.” 

The coverage is civil, yet prob-
ing and does not shy away from 
uncomfortable truths. In one ex-
change, Christie welcomed Father 
Benedict Kiely to discuss world-
wide persecution of Christians. 
Much of the conversation centered 
on the martyrdom of Christians 
and clergy in Nigeria. Father Kiely 
also reminded the audience of 
the persecution of Christians by 
the Communist Party regime in 
China.

In another segment, Christie 
and Maureen Ferguson hosted 
National Review writer Alexandra 
DeSanctis to discuss the prospect 
of Roe v. Wade being overturned 
later this year. Together with 
Ryan Anderson, DeSanctis has 
authored, “Tearing Us Apart: How 
Abortion Harms Everything and 
Solves Nothing.” DeSanctis makes 
a compelling point in the abortion 
debate that never occurred to me. 
She claims that the male body has 
been positioned as the norm in so-

ciety and the female body regard-
ed as defective in comparison.

Instead of recognizing the female 
biology as distinct but equally 
deserving of respect and accom-
modation, early so-called femi-
nists acquiesced to the defective 
understanding, so pregnancy, the 
natural outcome of sexual activity 
between men and women, was 
considered a defect. These women 
abandoned the societal compo-
nent of sexual activity that would 
compel males to share equally in 
accountability for the biological 
result of their participation in 
sexual activity. The feminists were 
forced to resort to chemical inter-
vention (the pill) to interfere with 
the female body’s natural process-
es to conform their bodies to the 
male “norm.” 

Biology and social circum-
stances still asserted themselves 
in pregnancy, so the feminists 
advocated legitimizing abortion, 
physically violent for the female 
body and deadly to the baby in the 
womb.

Other programs are just as 
thought-provoking. Guest Arch-
bishop Cordileone of San Francis-
co discussed his letter charging 
Catholic politicians with the 
responsibility to follow and uphold 
Catholic teachings. Archbish-
op Borys Gudziak, Ukrainian 
Catholic bishop of Philadelphia, 
apprised listeners of the plight of 
Ukrainians caught in war. Both 
shepherds displayed the humility 
and courage we crave in our spiri-
tual leaders.

Maybe because I am a woman, I 
am most inspired and encouraged 
because the four hosts are highly 
accomplished women and many 
of their guests as well. Dr. Donna 
Harrison, CEO of the American 
Association of Pro-Life OB-GYNs, 
discussed the dangerous growth 
of chemical abortion. 

Former vice-chair of the U.S. 
Council for International Religious 
Freedom, Kristina Arriga, talked 
about China and foreign policy 
within the context of the recent-
ly-held Olympics.  Christie and 
her team introduced me to au-
thor and Washington Post writer, 
Kate Bryan. She champions the 
counter-cultural chaste life, is the 
founder of 1GirlRevolution and 
created a documentary that exam-
ined giving incarcerated women a 
voice.

These Catholics deepen my 
understanding and appreciation of 
my faith. They encourage me to be 
brave. In every episode of “Conver-
sations with Consequences” that 
I have listened to, I have found 
something compelling. I don’t 
want to miss an episode. Fortu-
nately, if I do miss it, I know that 
like most programs broadcast on 
OKCR, I can catch up via podcast 
or the OKCR archives.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Please contact organizers before 
attending. Find more briefs at  
archokc.org/briefs. 

Rother shrine dedication Nov. 4
Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 

of the archdiocese, bishops and 
guests for the dedication of the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine on 
Friday, Nov. 4, in Oklahoma City. 
The dedication will be the center-
piece of a week-long celebration 
and is open to the public. Find 
more information at archokc.org/
shrinededication. 

Shrine Tepeyac Hill dedication 
Nov. 5

Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 
of the archdiocese and guests for 
the dedication of Tepeyac Hill at 
the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine 
on Saturday, Nov. 5, in Oklahoma 
City. The dedication and proces-
sion are open to the public and 
will include blessing of the statues 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe and 
Saint Juan Diego atop the hill. 
Find more information at archokc.
org/shrinededication. 

Listening Sessions
Dcn. Roy Callison and Susan 

Callison with the American Indi-
an Catholic Outreach office are 
conducting Listening Sessions 
throughout the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and the Diocese of 
Tulsa to provide a forum for people 
to discuss their experiences in 
former Catholic Indian boarding 
schools in Oklahoma. Find the 
schedule at archokc.org/aico. For 
more information, contact Dcn. 
Callison at rcallison@archokc.
org or go online to archokc.org/ 
oknativeschoolsproject.

Mount prayer chain
Fr. Alex Kroll, chaplain of Mount 

St. Mary Catholic High School, 
invites the community to engage in 
a prayer chain for Mount students. 
Register at mountstmary.org for 
30-minute time slots. People may 
sign up for more than one time. 
The prayer chain will end May 26. 

Chrism Mass
Archbishop Coakley will cele-

brate the Chrism Mass at 6 p.m. 
April 12 at The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, 3214 N. 
Lake Ave. in Oklahoma City. 

Homeless Persons’ Memorial
A Homeless Person’s Memo-

rial will be held virtually at 10 
a.m. April 16 at 8thstreet.online.
church.This remembrance for the 
homeless lost in 2022 is sponsored 
by ISP OKC. For more informa-
tion or to make a donation, e-mail 
ispokc@outlook.com.  

Golf tournament 
St. Thomas More Catholic 

Church in Norman presents a 
campus ministry golf tournament 
April 18 at The Trails Golf Club, 
3200 S. Berry Rd. in Norman. Sign 
up at tinyurl.com/stmgolfplayer. 

Sponsor sign-up is at tinyurl.com/
stmgolfsponsor.  

Garden Party Luncheon
Willow Pregnancy Support is 

hosting the annual Garden Par-
ty Luncheon to benefit the Rose 
Home at Noon April 21 at Coles 
Garden in Oklahoma City. Fas-
cinators and hats encouraged. 
Tickets $40. Sponsorship tables 
available. Visit willowpregnancy.
org or contact Carrie Rossow at 
(405) 606-8426, crossow@  
willowpregnancy.org

Day of prayer, reflection
The Council of Catholic Women 

Diocese of Tulsa will host a day of 
prayer and reflection “Whispers 
of God’s Love” 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
April 23 at St. Benedict Catho-
lic Church, 2200 W. Ithica St. in 
Broken Arrow. Speakers are Kelly 
Nieto, Kathy Beckham and Nancy 
Trujillo. Cost $50 includes conti-
nental breakfast and lunch. Con-
tact mbisett@att.net; send check 
payable to CCW Tulsa, to Carolyn 
Naumann, 4117 East 64 St., Tul-
sa, OK 74136. 

 
Memorial Marathon Mass

St. Joseph Old Cathedral, 307 
N.W. 4 in Oklahoma City, will have 
a Mass at 5 a.m. April 24 for any-
one running in the memorial mar-
athon and in memory of everyone 
who lost their lives in the 1995 
bombing. Everyone welcome. 

A Day of Silence 
On April 30, spend a day in si-

lence in the peaceful environment 
of St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
MacArthur St., Shawnee. Partici-
pants will be guided through the 
day in a reflection on selected texts 
related to Easter. Attendees must 
pre-register by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

ACCW convention
The Archdiocesan Council of 

Catholic Women 21st biennial 
convention “Women of Faith and 
Vision 2022” is 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
April 30 at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center. Doors open at 9 a.m. The 
keynote speaker, Larann Wilson, 
director of parish engagement at 
the archdiocese will present “Cling 
to Jesus: An Easter Reflection on 
St. Mary Magdalene.” Register at 
okcaccw.com/events or call/text 
Mary Ann Schmitt at (405) 650-
9674 or Becky VanPool at (405) 
834-3782.

Father, son retreat
A father and son retreat will be 

held May 6-7 at Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Catholic Camp and be led 
by Dave DiNuzzo, founder of True 
Manhood Catholic Men’s Minis-
try. Cost: $25 pp, ages 10 and up. 
Register at archokc.org/fathers. 
Contact Dcn. Joe Vandervort at 
jvandervort@archokc.org, (405) 
709-2714.
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April

10   Palm Sunday of the Passion 
       of the Lord.

10   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., at Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 
       Alameda St., Norman. 
       Contact Connie Lang, (405) 
       249-1041, potato.lang@gmail.
       com.

11   Monday of Holy Week.

12   Tuesday of Holy Week.

12   Chrism Mass, 6 p.m., The 
       Cathedral of Our Lady of 
       Perpetual Help, 3214 N. Lake 
       Ave., OKC.

13   Wednesday of Holy Week.

13   Catholic War Veterans USA 
       the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
       No. 168 meeting, 7 p.m., 
       Sunnylane Family Reception 
       Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
       City. Contact (405) 760-3886, 
       OklaPost168@cox.net. Masks, 
       social distancing required.

14   Thursday of Holy Week (Holy 
       Thursday). CPC closed. 

15   Friday of the Passion of the 
       Lord (Good Friday). CPC 
       closed.

16   Holy Saturday.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.
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16    Homeless Person’s Memori-
        al, 10 a.m., virtually at 
        8thstreet.online.church.

16    Lay Missionaries of Charity 
        provides an explanation 
        through prayer and the 
        charism of St. Teresa of Cal-
        cutta. Meeting on the first 
        Saturday of the month at St. 
        Ann for Holy Mass at 9:30, 
        adoration and the Rosary. On 
        the third Saturday of the 
        month the meeting is at Holy 
        Innocents’ conference room. 
        Contact Toni Harrelson at 
        (405) 341-2199, (405) 694-
        1291.

16    The Oklahoma City Commu-
        nity of Secular Carmelites 
        meets monthly at Little 
        Flower, OKC. Anyone inter-
        ested in deepening prayer 
        life with community support, 
        call Vicky Caudell, (405) 637-
        4611 or William Ginn, (405) 
        737-2024.

17    Easter Sunday of the 
        Resurrection of the Lord.

17    Monthly Novena to the Infant 
        Jesus. Nine days of nove-
        nas to the Infant Jesus of 
        Prague. During the nine days, 
        the novena prayers will be: 
        Monday-Friday following 
        Noon Mass, Saturday fol-
        lowing 5 p.m. Mass, and Sun-
        day following 11 a.m. Mass.

18   Monday within the Octave of 
       Easter. CPC closed.

18   St. Thomas More Catholic 
       Church golf tournament, April 
       18, The Trails Golf Club, 
       Norman.

19   Tuesday within the Octave of 
       Easter.

19   Serra Club of Oklahoma City 
       meeting, 10:30 a.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
       west Expressway, OKC. Visit 
       serraokc.org.

19   Suicide grief support group, 
       6 p.m. - 7 p.m., St. Francis, 
       1901 N.W. 18, OKC. 

20   Wednesday within the Octave 
       of Easter.

21   Thursday within the Octave of 
       Easter.

21   Willow Pregnancy Support 
       Garden Party Luncheon, 
       Noon, Coles Garden, OKC.

21   Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
       toral Center. Contact Elaine, 
       (405) 314-5345, ccrprayers@
       gmail.com.

22   Friday within the Octave of 
       Easter.

23   Saturday within the Octave of 
       Easter.



The word vigil, which means “staying up all 
night,” takes on a special meaning for the night 
before Easter because it recalls the holy women 
who came to the tomb the early hours of Sun-
day morning.

In Matthew’s Gospel, Mary Magdalene and 
another Mary arrive at the tomb at dawn to fin-
ish embalming Jesus, but his body isn’t there. 
An angel tells them, “I know you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified. He’s not here. He has 
risen. Tell his disciples to go to Galilee and they 
will see him there” (Mt 28:6-7).

The vigil by its very nature takes place no 
sooner than nightfall Holy Saturday night and 
must end before daybreak Easter morning.

The vigil begins with the kindling of a “blaz-
ing fire” at a suitable place outside the church 
to gather the faithful around its warmth and 
beauty and to dispel the darkness of the night.

The celebrant blesses the fire with a prayer 
and then the Paschal Candle is brought forth 
and lit from the fire. The candle symbolizes the 
light of Christ, which “shines in the darkness” 
which “has not overcome it” (John1:5). 

The Paschal Candle is then processed into 
the darkened church and the congregation 
lights their small hand-held candles, starting 
from the Paschal Candle and then from one 
another, lighting up the whole church.

At the beginning of the vigil after the Paschal 
Candle is lit, the Easter Proclamation or Ex-
sultet is said or sung, usually by a deacon, or 

by a priest or a lay cantor.
It briefly tells the story of salvation from 

the creation, the testing and fall of Adam, 
the liberation of the people of Israel from 
slavery in Egypt, and the culmination in 
Jesus Christ, who died for our sins and 
leads us to salvation.

The Exsultet is addressed to all hu-
manity but especially to Christians. Saint 
Augustine invites Christians to constantly 
recall it because it is a message of hope 
that brings us the victory of light over 
darkness.

After the Scripture readings, the Baptis-
mal Liturgy continues for candidates who 
have never been baptized. They and those 
who have been validly baptized in another 
Christian faith are then confirmed. 

If there are no candidates for Baptism, 
the Mass continues with the blessing of 
the water and the renewal of baptismal 
promises.

Finally, the Liturgy of the Eucharist fol-
lows and concludes the Easter Vigil.

“The Easter Vigil celebrates the Resurrec-
tion which fulfills all the prophecies by Je-
sus rising, never to die again,” said Father 
Donato Jiménez speaking to ACI Prensa, 
CNA’s Spanish language news partner.

Jiménez is a noted theologian who 
taught for many years at the Faculty of 
Pontifical and Civil Theology of Lima. The priest 
has published numerous articles on theology 
and other topics.

“This resurrection is what teaches us, more 

clearly than anything else, the fulfillment of 
the words of Jesus in our lives. Just as Jesus 
Christ died and on the third day he rose again, 
so the Christian who dies in Christ will also 
rise again at the end of time,” Jiménez said.
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Archbishop Coakley celebrated a special Mass on Blessed Stanley Rother’s 
birthday March 27 for a group of pilgrims who walked from Okarche to Bl. 
Stanley’s crypt in Oklahoma City. Photos Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.

The Easter Vigil: “the mother of all vigils”

The 2021 Easter Vigil at St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Edmond. Photo Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.


