
On a Monday morning in August, 
Genevieve Schmitt walked onto a 
military base in Virginia with a bag 
of peanut butter crackers, water, 
protein drinks and wet wipes, not 

sure what she was about to get 
into. Three days earlier she had 
been sitting in her office in Tulsa 
where she works with refugee re-
settlement for Catholic Charities of 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
She had been asked if she could 
help the U.S. military process fam-

ilies arriving in the United States 
from Afghanistan after the dramat-
ic fall of Kabul City. 

“I told them on Thursday the 12 
of August I would be willing to vol-
unteer in the efforts. On Friday, 

The Benedictine monks of Saint Greg-
ory’s Abbey welcomed a new member 
to their community on Sept. 14, the 
Feast of the Triumph of the Holy Cross. 

Brother John Michael (Ford) Nguyen, O.S.B., 
made his profession of temporary vows as a 

monk of Saint Gregory’s Abbey. 
Rt. Rev. Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., abbot of 

Saint Gregory’s, said, “We as a community are 
grateful to God for leading Brother John Michael 
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Catholic Charities’ refugee leader 
works to settle Afghan families 

Br. John Michael (Ford) Nguyen, O.S.B., 
makes profession of temporary vows

serraokc.org/priesthood-sunday
Priesthood Sunday

September 26, 2021

“O Jesus, our great High Priest, hear my humble prayers 
on behalf of your priests.

Give them a deep faith, a bright and firm hope 
and a burning love that will

ever increase in the course of their priestly life.”

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

continued on page 13

continued on page 12

Br. John Michael Nguyen was invested by Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., as a new monk of St. Gregory’s Abbey on 
Sept. 14 in Shawnee. Fr. Boniface Copelin, O.S.B., and Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., assisted. Photo Theresa Bragg.

Genevieve Schmitt

Archdiocesan 
clergy, religious 
celebrate their 

pets for the 
feast day of St. 

Francis of Assisi

Read the story on 
pages 10-11.



Sooner Catholic2    September 26, 2021

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a For every child, that we 
might accept and preserve 
each one as a sign of the 
infinite love of God. We pray 
to the Lord. Lord hear our 
prayer.

a Opening Synod Mass 
Join Archbishop Coakley and 
Fr. Rick Stansberry at 10 
a.m. Oct. 24 at The Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help for the opening Mass of 
the upcoming Synod called 
by Pope Francis – “For a Syn-
odal Church: Communion, 
Participation and Mission.” 
The Mass marks the begin-
ning of the diocesan phase 
of the Synod process that 
will culminate in a worldwide 
meeting of bishops. The Syn-
od process will examine how 
the faithful journey together 
as a Church.

a Life in the Spirit retreat
A two-day retreat will be held 
Oct. 15 and 16 at St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church, 
900 S. Littler Ave., Edmond. 
The retreat will help people 
grow in their understand-
ing of the gifts and power of 
the Holy Spirit; and will be 
led by Sr. Raphaelle Marie 
and Sr. Michael Marie of the 
Disciples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ; Fr. Joseph Arledge; 
and Catholic musicians Still 
Morning. 

Find more 
news on the 

website

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Discipleship is a way of life! Like life itself, it is a 
journey filled with rich blessings and difficult chal-
lenges. Bearing good fruit over the course of this 
lifelong journey is our goal. The fruit we bear glorifies 
God. 

As we grow closer to Jesus Christ throughout our 
lives, we experience the full breadth of this journey 
with all its texture and depth. The journey, or the 
way, is an ancient image for discipleship and the 
Christian life. In fact, it was an early way of describ-
ing the Church when disciples were referred to as 
members of “the Way” (Acts 19:23).

Over the course of the past few years, I have had 
the privilege of walking sections of the Way of Saint 
James, or the Camino de Santiago. The Camino is 
a network of ancient pilgrim routes reaching across 
Europe and culminating at the tomb of Saint James 
the Greater in Santiago de Compostela in northwest 
Spain. Pilgrims have walked “the Way” for centuries. 
It was during a pilgrimage along the Camino that I 
began to conceive my latest pastoral letter. 

Each time I make this journey, it affects me pro-
foundly. As I walk my camino, I pray for the grace 
and wisdom to persevere faithfully in the way the 
Lord has chosen 
for me as I lead the 
archdiocese as a 
successor to the 
apostles. We all are 
pilgrims on a jour-
ney, a camino, to 
heaven. We navigate 
a path marked with 
hills and valleys, 
over smooth and 
rocky terrain. We 
find strength for 
the journey through 
prayer, the sacra-
ments, the Scrip-
tures and the community of believers that encourages 
us and centers us in Christ’s love. As Catholics, we 
never walk alone.

The journey of discipleship presents many chal-
lenges and benefits from the encouragement of fellow 
pilgrims. For early Christians, the Way (the Camino) 
was more than a physical path or place on a map. 
It was the path of discipleship and a way of life. Still 
today, it is a path given to us by Jesus Christ along 
which he leads and accompanies us. As always, our 
path of discipleship requires us to learn from him 
and follow his example. 

The Christian faith summons believers to a lifelong 
process of continuing conversion to Jesus Christ – 
to a full and sincere adherence to his person and a 
decision to walk in his footsteps. Faith springs from a 
personal encounter with Jesus Christ who seeks our 
commitment to live as he lived. 

In this way, we, as believers, unite ourselves to the 
community of disciples and appropriate the faith of 
the Church (GDC, #53). Beginning with my pastoral 
letter “Go Make Disciples! Building a culture of con-
version and discipleship” and its planning document 
Vision 2030, we are charting a path that will guide us 
forward by stages for many years to come. 

The deepest desire of my heart is to see the Church 
of central and western Oklahoma flourish as a com-
munity of faith that nurtures and raises up fervent 
missionary disciples. Our task is to prepare good soil 
to receive the seed of faith. Good soil, bearing good 
fruit. 

We see Jesus in the Gospels inviting others to 
become his followers, teaching them to be disciples. 
These lessons are Scriptural schools of discipleship. 
We find one such Scriptural school in Matthew Ch. 

13, which is the Parable 
of the Sower, an appro-
priate meditation for us 
on the theme of disci-
pleship. I encourage you 
to pause and read this 
passage (Matthew 13:1-
9; 18-23). Pay particular 
attention to the setting.

The story begins with 
Jesus inside a house. He leaves the house and sits 
near the sea to teach those who crowded near to lis-
ten to him. Such a large crowd gathers that he climbs 
into a boat to avoid being pushed into the sea. From 
the boat, he continues to teach the gathering crowds 
along the shore. The parable begins, “A sower went 
out to sow.” 

We hear that some of the sower’s seed falls onto the 
hard-packed path, and birds come and devour the 
seed immediately. Some seed falls on rocky ground 
and since there is little soil, the seed cannot put 
down roots. The plants spring up quickly, but with-
out roots they die. Some seed falls among thorns. 
The thorns grow alongside the plants and choke 

them off. Finally, 
some seed falls on 
good soil and brings 
forth grain – some a 
hundredfold, some 
sixtyfold and some 
thirtyfold. 

This is a relatable 
parable for us in 
the red dirt country 
of Oklahoma since 
many of us are 
familiar with farm-
ing, gardening and 
planting; working 
with various types of 

soil. Jesus explains that the seed is the Word of the 
kingdom, the Word of faith.  

Our task is to prepare good soil to receive the seed 
of faith. Even good soil needs to be cultivated and 
cared for, nourished and watered. 

How well does one dispose oneself not only to the 
seed of faith, but to all else that God provides to help 
with the growth – spiritual nourishment, the watering 
of grace, the fellowship of other believers? 

These varied soils are present in the hearts of each 
one of us. In our hearts, we all experience hardness. 
Sometimes our hearts are rocky ground or the thorny 
soil. All of us face temptations and distractions. There 
are things that divide our hearts and compete for our 
allegiance and diminish our fruitfulness. 

But, we all have good soil as well, and we are invit-
ed to constantly cooperate with grace to expand our 
receptivity to God’s Word in our hearts. Indeed, the 
primary work of a spiritual life is to cooperate with 
God’s grace and cultivate the good soil in our hearts 
to rid ourselves of those things that compete, distract 
and hinder our receptivity to God’s life-giving Word. 
The more good soil in our hearts, the greater our 
capacity to bear fruit for the Kingdom. Bearing fruit is 
the evidence of authentic discipleship. 

Saint Augustine encourages us with the words, “In 
one the fruit is more, in another less; but all will have 
a place in the barn.” I call on us as an archdiocese 
and as the Body of Christ to a renewed commitment 
to authentic discipleship.

This column includes excerpts from Archbishop 
Coakley’s pastoral letter “Go Make Disciples! Build-
ing a Culture of Conversion and Discipleship for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.” Read more at  
archokc.org/vision2030.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Disciples on the Way

O Jesus, our great High 
Priest, hear my humble 

prayers on behalf of your 
priests. Give them a deep 

faith, a bright and firm hope 
and a burning love that will 

increase in the course of their 
priestly life.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Find more at archokc.org/vision2030.

We find strength for the journey 
through prayer, the sacraments, 
the Scriptures and the community 
of believers that encourages us and 
centers us in Christ’s love. ”

“
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Spreading the word

On Sept. 4, the Greater Oklahoma 
City Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
hosted the 2021 Viva Expo. It provid-
ed a welcome opportunity to promote 
the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine to 
the Hispanic community. Shrine staff 
member Cynthia Aranda and volunteer 
Maria de Lara were excited to represent 
the shrine with a booth at the expo.

  Many attendees visited the booth to 
learn more about Blessed Stanley and 
the shrine, and to let us know what a 
great impact he has made in their lives 
and how much they enjoy seeing con-
struction progress. Many Hispanics, 
especially, said they look forward to vis-
iting Tepeyac Hill on the shrine grounds 
and honoring Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
Blessed Stanley Rother, pray for us!

Rother shrine update

Jubilarian Dinner 2021

“After nearly seven years without an execution, why is Oklahoma in such a hurry 
to execute Julius Jones and other death row inmates? Monday’s announcement of 
an execution date for Jones comes at a time when a federal court is looking at the 
constitutionality of the state’s problematic lethal injection protocol. We have an op-
portunity to support the God-given dignity of every human person, protect society, 
and seek justice for victims and their families by using other available means to 
hold criminals accountable.”

- Archbishop Paul S. Coakley, Archdiocese of Oklahoma City Sept. 26 – Young Adult Mass and cookout, 3 p.m., 
Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 28 – Fall Clergy Days, 9 a.m., CPC
Sept. 29 – Mass of Christian Burial for Fr. Emil Kapaun, 
10:30 a.m., Hartman Area, Park City, Kan.
Sept. 29 – Blue Mass for law enforcement and first 
responders, 6 p.m., St. Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC
Sept. 30 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC
Sept. 30 – Catholic Charities Board meeting, 11:30 a.m., 
Catholic Charities Offices, OKC
Sept. 30 – Vocations Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
Oct 2 – CRCCW Woman of Achievement luncheon, 11 
a.m., St. John the Baptist, Edmond
Oct. 5 – USCCB Domestic Justice Committee meeting, 
Washington, D.C.
Oct. 6 – USCCB International Justice and Peace 
Committee meeting, Washington, D.C.
Oct. 7 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC
Oct. 7 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee 
meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Oct. 7 – Red Mass for legal professionals, 6 p.m., The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
Oct. 8 – School Mass, 8:15 a.m., Sacred Heart, OKC
Oct. 10 – Mass and feast day celebration, 10 a.m., St. 
Teresa of Avila, Harrah
Oct. 10 – Anniversary Mass, 3 p.m., The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC

Archbishop Coakley’s 
Calendar

The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s 
official calendar.

The 2021 Priest 
Jubilarian dinner 
was held Sept. 7 

at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center 

in Oklahoma City. 
Photos Avery Holt/

Sooner Catholic. 

Five years
Fr. John Paul Lewis

Ten years
Fr. Cory Stanley

Twenty years
Fr. Rusty Hewes

Twenty-five years
Fr. M. Price Oswalt

Thirty years
Fr. Ray Ackerman
Fr. Joseph Jacobi
Fr. Carl Janocha

Fr. Charles Murphy
Fr. Phil Seeton

Forty years
Fr. Don Wolf

Fifty years
Fr. Henry Roberson

Sixty-five years
Fr. Richard Beckman
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Saint Joseph Catholic Church in Hen-
nessey’s early history involved critical 
players in the life of the Church in Ameri-

ca and in Oklahoma.
Starting in 1890, the intrepid missionary 

Father Felix de Grasse came to celebrate Mass 
at the new township twice monthly at the Rock 
Island Railroad section house.

The summer of 1891 saw the coming of Father 
Joseph Beck, who rented a room at the section 
house and continued the work of Father De 
Grasse.

The following year on Nov. 13, Bishop Meer-
schaert dedicated the new church under the 
patronage of Saint Joseph. At this juncture, the 
town had become the launching point for the 
newest land openings such as the Cherokee out-
let in 1893. Consequently, the population grew, 
but it also became home to a group of African 
Americans who had arrived from Kentucky who 
happened to be Catholic. 

So then, the church was built with funds from 
the inimitable Mother (later Saint) Katherine 
Drexel. Mother Katherine was the daughter of a 
wealthy Philadelphia banker, and she used her 
inheritance to serve African Americans and Amer-
ican Indians. Since the community was primarily 
African American, she gave the lion’s share of the 
funds to make the church a reality for the then 
princely sum of $1,000. 

The archive of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
is privileged to house a substantial amount of the 
correspondence between Bishop Meerschaert and 
Saint Katherine. One of the most intriguing let-

ters is dated 1894 and involves Hennessey. 
She is not pleased to learn that the black 

parishioners are being shuttled to the 
back of the church, a common practice 

that had no place in the church. Her distress is 
evident and states very clearly that “if this situa-
tion is not rectified, I want my $1,000 returned.” 
The ultimatum was not lost on Bishop Meerschae-
rt and the practice ceased at least for a time.

This unique arrangement surprisingly worked, 
but certainly was not without tension. In 1902, 
Holy Rosary Catholic Church was built for the 
African American community and operated until 
1941 when attendance evaporated.

The building’s usefulness did not end as it was 
moved in 1946 to Enid to become Saint Eliza-
beth’s Chapel for black Catholics. 

Saint Katherine’s influence is keenly felt in 
Oklahoma as she was responsible for funding sev-
eral American Indian schools as well as providing 
for the erection of parishes for African Americans. 
Oklahoma’s first bishop worked closely with this 
holy and remarkable woman and partnered with 
her in her quest for justice and disseminating the 
Gospel to all people.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

St. Joseph Catholic Church, Hennessey

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has asked the
Church throughout the United States to take up a special
collection supporting the USCCB Disaster Relief Fund.
These funds support disaster relief for Hurricane Ida, the
Haiti earthquake, the Mexico earthquake and other
tragedies that recently have befallen communities across
the country and around the world. Archbishop Coakley
has asked all parishes of the archdiocese to take up a
special collection.

Special Collection for

disaster relief.

You can make a gift online at
archokc.org/disasterrelief or
by scanning this QR code.

Men’s fellowship craft beer, food pairing
Author R. Jared Staudt will be giving a 

presentation on his book “The Beer Option: 
Brewing a Catholic Culture Yesterday and 
Today” at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 
2 in the Great Hall at St. 
John the Baptist Catholic 
Church, Edmond. Food 
and beer will be provid-
ed. Scan code to register 
online.

“We Remember! 
We Celebrate! We 
Believe!” was the 50th 
anniversary celebration 
theme for Saint Gregory 
the Great Catholic Church 
in Enid held Sept. 5. 

The day began with a 
rosary followed by Mass 
celebrated by Father Mark 
Mason that featured musi-
cians who have participat-
ed at the parish through 
the years. Parishioners 
participated in a bizarre 
presented by the Altar 
Society, games, a potluck 
dinner and an ice cream 
truck.

Saint Gregory was 
founded on Sept. 4, 1971, 
with the first celebration of 
the Eucharist taking place 
in the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall with Father Rob-
ert Siebs presiding. The 
parish purchased land and 
began building a church.  

A building committee 
was formed to examine the 
needs, objectives and re-

sources of the new church. 
A new priest was assigned, 
Father Larry Gatlin, who 
led the parish in the con-
struction of the 
present church 
building.

The design 
reflects an 
active and 
unique expres-
sion of faith 
in the new 
community; 
simple, warm, 
and native to 
the Southwest, 
adaptable to 
the traditional 
and new con-
cepts at work 
in the Cath-
olic Church, 
and flexible 
enough to 
accommodate 
the various 
activities of 
the church at 
work in the 
community. 
The design 

also was expandable for 
growth.

That growth came in 
1982 when the church 

was expanded to include 
the parish hall with a 
large kitchen, basement 
classrooms and a nurs-

ery. Much needed square 
footage was added to the 
original structure, which 
enabled parishioners to 

hold religious 
education 
classes in the 
newly created 
basement.

In 2009, 
the church 
sanctuary and 
classrooms 
were remod-
eled. The cur-
rent sanctuary 
was updated 
with the altar 
being centered 
and the mar-
ble backdrop 
placed in 2018.

On April 28, 
2021, Arch-
bishop Coakley 
blessed the 
new perpetual 
adoration chap-
el in the north-
east corner 
of the church 
building.  
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St. Gregory in Enid celebrates 50 years

St. Gregory the Great Catholic Church charter members at the 50th anniversary cel-
ebration Sept. 5 in Enid. Front Row:  Dee Cunningham, Jean Shaw Mochan, Cheryl  
Cummings Severin, Rita Suttmiller, Cy Suttmiller, Tim DeClerck, Judy Briner. Back 
Row: Kyle Cunningham, Kara Cunningham Hopkins, Keith Cunningham, David Briner, Mary Briner Nofire. Photo provided. 

Be Light
M A R R I A G E  E N R I C H M E N T  C O U P L E S  R E T R E A T

When?

What?

R E G I S T E R  O N L I N E

Featured Presenters: 
Ryan & Mary Rose Verret

Where?

Saturday, November 6, 2021
9:00 am - 3:00 pm                                                                                   
Cost $50 per couple                                                                                            
Lunch Provided

St. Monica Catholic Church, in the Parish Hall
2001 N. Western Ave., Edmond, OK 73012                                  
 

Contact Dr. Alexander Schimpf at aschimpf@archokc.org or 405-709-2755

One-day marriage enrichment retreat on forming 
evangelizing spouses with Ryan and Mary Rose Verret 
sponsored by the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

 
RETREAT FOR MARRIED COUPLES

archokc.org/marriageretreat
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Catholic Charities OKC, Catholic Charities USA, 
X2AI provide mental health support through “Hope”
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City has joined 
forces with Catholic Charities USA 
and X2AI to provide easy and imme-
diate access to mental 
health support through a 
chatbot named “Hope.”

“X2AI’s unique technol-
ogy will help individuals 
build resilience through 
tough times,” said Sister 
Donna Markham, O.P., 
Ph.D., president and CEO 
of CCUSA.

“Catholic Charities 
seeks the most innova-
tive solutions available 
to address the needs 
in the communities it 
serves, and we are glad 
our agencies can provide 
this added benefit to their 
clients.”

Built by clinical psy-
chologists, the chatbot 
connects clients through 

AI-driven text conversations that are 
available in both English and Spanish 
24-hours-a-day, seven-days a week. 
According to X2AI, research studies 

found that using the chatbot led to 
significantly reduced symptoms on 
average by 28 percent for depression 
and 18 percent for anxiety. If war-
ranted, the bot can make a con-
nection with a licensed therapist. If 
someone’s response suggests they 
are contemplating suicide or are at 
immediate risk of domestic violence, 
they will receive an immediate call 
from a crisis counselor.

“In the past year at X2AI, we pro-
vided mental health support to hun-
dreds of thousands of people, and 
de-escalated thousands of suicidal 
crisis situations. We are honored to 
partner with Catholic Charities to 
make it possible to offer our service 
free of charge to the many people in 
need,” said Michiel Rauws, CEO and 
founder of X2AI.

This program is available to five 
pilot agencies – including CCAOKC – 
with the goal of expanding the pro-
gram to Catholic Charities agencies 
across the country.

Hope is a free chat 
service providing 

encouragement and 
strategies on how 

to manage everyday 
stress and anxiety 

using chatbot 
technology.

Text “Hi” to 
(202) 949-7249

Start code CCAOKC
Anonymous

Available 24/7

If you are 
experiencing 

suicidal thoughts, 
contact the 

Suicide Hotline: 
(800) 273-8255

Steve Karlen, 
director of 40 
Days for Life 
campaigns in 
North America, 
visited on Sept. 
10 at St. Patrick 
Catholic Church, 
2121 N. Portland 
Ave., in Oklahoma 
City. Photos Fran 
Kozakowski/
Sooner Catholic.

The 40 Days for Life Fall campaign is Sept. 22 – Oct. 31. 
Visit 40daysforlife.com to sign up to pray in Oklahoma 
City, Edmond or Norman.

The archdiocesan team 
won first place Sept. 12 
at the annual GoLife Mo-
bile Medical Clay Shoot! 
The event supports 
GoLife Mobile Medical, 
a non-profit charitable 
organization in Norman 
created by life-affirming 
citizens who want to help 
those in need with preg-
nancy resources. 
GoLife Norman offers 
free ultrasounds and free 
pregnancy tests along 
with other needs. Clinic 
locations in Norman, 
Tulsa and Oklahoma 
City. Photo provided.

Archbishop Coakley 
celebrated Sung Vespers 
Sept. 2 at St. Thomas 
More Catholic Church in 
Norman for the blessing 
of the students, faculty 
and staff. Photos Cara 
Koenig.

Joe Vandervort,  
Respect Life 
coordinator
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When Father Peter Jandaczek, 
pastor of Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic 
Church in Duncan, received 

word of an antique pipe organ for sale, he said 
he couldn’t pass it up.

“When we got the opportunity, it was an in-
credible deal, in comparison to other prices of 
instruments today,” Father Jandaczek said.

The pipe organ, which was shipped to the 
Duncan church from Saint Paul the Apostle 
Catholic Church in Annville, Penn., has a 
unique history. The 1902 model organ was in 
Massachusetts awaiting destruction when the 
Pennsylvania parish bought it, according to 
an archived newspaper article. 

The organ was built by Emory W. Lane, 
Waltham, Mass., for the United Congrega-
tional Church of Lawrence, Mass. It was built 
with two manuals and 14 ranks of pipes. Lane 
had trained with the famous organ building 
firms of Hook & Hastings and Geo. S. Hutch-
ings before starting his own business in 1890. 
Except for a brief merger with the Hutchings 
Organ Co., the company remained in opera-
tion until 1919, producing about 125 organs.

The organ was enlarged in 1921 by A.B. 
Whiten, three ranks of pipes were added to 
the Swell division and a large diapason of 
wood was added to the pedal. The case also 
was enlarged to accommodate the extra stops. 
A few years ago, a fire in the church destroyed 
the organ blower and it was no longer used. 
By that time, the church had become the 
Spanish Evangelical Church. Having no de-
sire to keep the organ, they offered it for sale 
through the Organ Clearing House and it was 
purchased by Saint Paul the Apostle Catholic 
Church. 

“The organ is an example of the work done 

by a craftsman in the old trade, in 
doing everything by hand and being 
very careful with the pieces. An 
instrument like this did not come 
off an assembly line,” said Father 
Thomas Smith of Saint Paul the 
Apostle, in a newspaper article.

The organ has found its home in 
Duncan and, even though it is more 
than 100 years old, it plays just as 
boldly and beautifully as it did in 
1909, Father Jandaczek said.

Father Jandaczek said shipping 
the organ and assembling the an-
tique was a worthy task.

“We had to pay for the transpor-
tation. They had to bring two huge 
trucks that had to unload every-
thing to our school across the street. 
Then, the School of Music at the 
University of Oklahoma came and 
were literally working on it piece 
by piece. We had to check to make 
sure the floor has enough strength. 
The sound is just incredible. I asked 
people for donations, and they re-
sponded wonderfully. They were very 
excited because I think we are only 
the third church in Duncan that has 
an organ.”

The organ was assembled in the 
second-floor loft. 

Being from Europe, Father Jan-
daczek said he is used to nice old 
organs.

“There is an organ not too far from 
the city where I was born that is the second 
largest organ in Poland, and it might be the 
fifth in the world.”

In addition to the powerful sound of the pipe 
organ, parishioners add bells. The result is a 
harmonic array of musical numbers.

“The church organizes concerts from time-
to-time, and it is open to everybody. We try 

to do them on Tuesday nights or Thursday 
nights or sometimes during high celebrations 
because the music is incredible,” Father Jan-
daczek said. 

Father Jandaczek invited parishioners to 
visit Duncan to hear the pipe organ in its 
fullness. 

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

119-year-old organ plays beautiful music 
for Duncan church

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

Father Peter Jandaczek demonstrates the various keys, ped-
als and sounds the antique organ plays. He said the church 
is blessed to have such a wonderful musical instrument. 
Photos Jolene Schonchin/Sooner Catholic. 
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Below is a lineup of scheduled broadcasts 
on “Make Straight the Way” hosted by 
Dcn. Larry Sousa   

Oct. 5 and 6:  Miriam Daly, 
coordinator of adoration, Christ the King 
Catholic Church, OKC 
Oct. 12 and 13: Fr. Cristobal DeLoera, 
pastor, St. Peter Catholic Church, 
Woodward  
Oct. 19 and 20: Diane Clay, 
archdiocesan director of communications  
Oct. 26 and 27: Dcn. Kevin Sartorius, 
CEO, Catholic Charities of the Diocese of 
Tulsa

“Make Straight the Way” broadcasts
Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., 
and Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. 

Papal Foundation’s new executive director 
hopes to expand philanthropic giving

The Catholic Cross Bearers is an interna-
tional organization of men and women 
formed in Cleveland, Ohio, in 2008, with 

members in more than 30 states, Canada, Costa 
Rica and the United Kingdom. Their purpose is to 
bring the love of Jesus to anyone they meet on the 
streets and those imprisoned.  

The Oklahoma chapter, named the Blessed Stan-
ley Rother Chapter, has spent much of the past 18 
months answering God’s call to build strong rela-
tionships with their protestant brothers and sisters 
in other Christian motorcycling groups. 

The Blessed Stanley Rother Chapter leads an annual pilgrimage 
to the Cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ in Groom, Texas, every Palm 
Sunday weekend, to pray the Way of the Cross. Additionally, they 
host the annual Blessed Stanley Rother Rosary Run where they trav-
el to five different locations to pray a decade of the Rosary.   

For more information about the Catholic Cross Bearers or the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Chapter, visit catholiccrossbearersmm.com 
or contact ccbmmoklahoma@gmail.com or catholiccrossbearersmm@
gmail.com.

PHILADELPHIA – The Papal 
Foundation recently named Da-
vid Savage to the role of executive 
director. Savage, who has a back-
ground in marketing and nonprofit 
leadership, will be responsible for 
addressing Pope Francis’ priorities 
for relief, education and services 
for vulnerable and underserved 
communities around the world.

“As Catholics we’re called to love 
our neighbor, and that means all 
people, whether they are Catho-
lic or not, and whether they are 
next door, or half-way around the 
world,” said Savage, who has 25 
years of executive experience in 
direct-to-consumer marketing. 
“What I love about our Church is 
that we are universal. And what I 
love about The Papal Foundation 
is that its reach is global. So, we 
are united with those on every 
continent.”

The Papal Foundation, found-
ed in 1988, awards grants and 
scholarships for initiatives such 
as shelter for homeless adults and 
children; support for hospitals and 
health facilities; seminaries and 
scholarships to prepare 
future leaders; relief for 
victims of natural disas-
ters; services for refugees 
and immigrants; pro-life 
programs and education; 
and care for aging priests 
and religious. Since its 
inception more than 30 
years ago, the organization 
has awarded more than 
$190 million in 121 coun-
tries. 

Savage’s previous expe-
rience will “greatly benefit 
our organization,” said 
Sean Cardinal O’Malley of 
Boston, chairman of The 
Papal Foundation Board of 
Trustees. 

Cardinal O’Malley also said he 
is happy to have Savage at the 

helm to “build the resources that 
the Foundation deploys to care for 
the needy in developing nations 
around the globe.”

Donors to The Papal Foundation 
become Stewards to Saint Peter 

with a pledge of $1 million dollars 
over 10 years with a minimum 

contribution of $100,000 per year. 
“My top goals are to exponential-

ly grow the foundation’s financial 
resources so that more monies 
can be put to work around the 
world to build the Church and our 

faith, educating, feeding, 
housing and helping heal 
people,” Savage said. “In 
order to grow the founda-
tion’s resources, we need 
to raise the profile of the 
foundation here in the 
United States to attract 
more Catholic philanthro-
pists to our mission.” 

Previously, Savage 
worked for Content Watch 
Holdings, Inc. He also 
served on the board of 
directors for the Catholic 
Leadership Institute and 
the Theology of the Body 
Institute. He is a longtime 
supporter of FOCUS, the 
Sisters of Life, Generation 

Life and Saint Norbert Catholic 
Church and School in Paoli, Penn.

By Autumn Jones 
Catholic News Agency

David Savage, executive director of The Papal Founda-
tion. Photo The Papal Foundation. 

Catholic Cross Bearers

St. Thomas More TALKS

St. Thomas More Catholic 
Church in Norman will hold 
its last summer “St. Thomas 
More TALKS,” at 7 p.m. Sept. 
30 in the parish hall, 1535 
Jenkins Ave. The speaker is 
Nolan Riley, music director, 
who will talk about the role 
of music and liturgy in the 
formation of faith. Another 
round of TALKS will be held 

during Advent. 
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Gifts advance mission of the Church

Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org

One afternoon in June, a veteran 
schoolteacher who was attending a 
conference at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center stopped by the office of the 

Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma. She had a 
legacy gift in mind.

The woman wanted to help lower-income 
children receive a Catholic education. She had 
witnessed the benefit of Catholic schooling 
throughout her teaching career. She also was 
inspired by the story of Cardinal Wilton Grego-
ry, who attended a parochial school in Chicago, 
converted to the faith, and eventually became 
a bishop and archbishop before being made a 
cardinal by Pope Francis.

The initial visit by this teacher, who insisted 
on anonymity, started the process of creating a 
field-of-interest endowment fund through the 

Catholic Foundation that will provide annual 
grants, in perpetuity, to qualified children.

This is but one example of how the Catholic 
Foundation works with grateful and faith-filled 
individuals to bolster the work of the Church in 
central and western Oklahoma.

The Catholic Foundation also has designat-
ed endowment funds, which allow for focused 
giving to a specific parish, school or ministry; 
donor advised funds, which give donors signifi-
cant flexibility for charitable giving; and custo-
dial funds, which are managed by the founda-
tion in support of parishes, schools or affiliated 
organizations.

Legacy gifts with the Catholic Foundation 
can take other forms, too, such as charita-
ble gift annuities, which provide fixed income 
payments for life. After death, the remainder 
of the annuity benefits the ongoing work of the 
Catholic Foundation.

Qualified Charitable Distributions from tra-

ditional individual retirement accounts are an-
other option. Annual distributions from IRAs to 
the foundation, up to $100,000 annually, can 
be made tax free. The ultimate act of Christian 
stewardship is a gift in a will. To help facilitate 
this, the Catholic Foundation has partnered 
with FreeWill.com, a website where users can 
complete a simple, legally binding will in about 
20 minutes (cfook.org/freewill).

The Catholic Foundation’s mission is simple: 
To inspire generosity leading to endowments 
and charitable funds supporting parishes, 
schools and other ministries of the Catholic 
Church in central and western Oklahoma. 

To make a gift to benefit a parish, school or 
favorite Catholic ministry, call the Catholic 
Foundation of Oklahoma at (405) 721-4115 or 
e-mail ocanfield@cfook.org.

Owen Canfield is associate director for gift 
planning for the Catholic Foundation of Oklaho-
ma.

Estate planning seminars
As part of National Estate Planning Awareness Week, Oct. 18-24, the 

Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma will be conducting free estate plan-
ning seminars at these locations: Monday, Oct. 18, at 6 p.m. at Blessed 
Sacrament Catholic Church in Lawton; Tuesday, Oct. 19, at 7 p.m. at 
St. Mark Catholic Church in Norman; Thursday, Oct. 21, at 6:30 p.m. 
at St. Mary Catholic Church in Ardmore; Friday, Oct. 22, at 6:30 p.m. 
at St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church in Enid; and Sunday, Oct. 24, at 
7 p.m. at St. Eugene Catholic Church in Oklahoma City. For questions, 
call Owen Canfield at (405) 709-2897.

By Owen Canfield 

THE GIFT
THAT PAYS
YOU BACK
A charitable gift annuity through the Catholic 
Foundation of Oklahoma offers you immediate 
financial benefits and will help communities in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City that are 
poor in resources but rich in faith.

• Receive fixed, stable payments for life

• Get immediate and future tax benefits

• Make a lasting impact

For a personal proposal, contact 
Owen Canfield at (405) 709-2897
or ocanfield@cfook.org.

Attractive Payout Rates
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The feast day of Saint Francis of Assisi, known for 
his love of animals, is Oct. 4. The feast day often 
is an opportunity for pet owners to have their pets 
blessed and to reflect on the special role pets play.

Founder of the Franciscan Order, Francis was 
born at Assisi in Umbria, in 1181. He died on Oct. 4, 1226, at 
age 45. He is the patron saint of ecologists and merchants.

Below, a few priests, deacons and religious men and women 
talk about their beloved pets.

Archbishop Paul Coakley
Bella – Golden Doodle

Visitors to Archbishop Coakley’s residence are met by a 
bounding energetic pup, who has been a part of the Catholic 
Pastoral Center campus since April 2019.  

“She is a wonderful companion and keeps me busy!” Arch-
bishop Coakley said. 

Bella enjoys the vast space available at the chancery, watch-
ing the wildlife from skunks to armadillos roam the grounds. 
She’s also a fan of long walks and drives. With Archbishop 
Coakley’s sometimes busy schedule that includes stints out of 
town, she also spends time with dog friends and kids at others’ 
homes. 

Bella is Archbishop Coakley’s second dog. While serving as a 
priest in Wichita, he had a dalmatian named Annie.

Brother Isidore Harden, O.S.B., Saint Gregory’s Abbey
Copper – King Charles Cavalier Spaniel

Donated as a companion dog for Brother Andrew when he 
was living, Copper has become a community mascot 

around Saint Gregory’s Abbey. Copper is cared for by Brother 
Isidore Harden, O.S.B., and Brother Peter Shults, although they 
admit, many have taken a liking to this playful companion. 

“Copper’s calm, yet playful, personality has been a reminder 
of God’s goodness present in all his creation. From his morn-
ing walk to his nightly treat, Copper is always happy to see the 
brothers. When Brother Andrew neared the end of his life, Cop-
per was a constant source of comfort and companionship. He 
not only was surrounded by the brothers of the abbey, Copper 
sat calmly and quietly at the foot of Brother Andrew’s bed. I’m 

grateful for Copper and his playful demeanor that reminds us 
all that no matter how old we are, we are still God’s children,” 
Brother Peter said. 

Brother Isidore, a former therapeutic horseback instructor, 
said Copper is a constant companion, and may be the first dog 
permitted inside the monastery. 

“The nursing home allowed me to bring in Copper and he 
jumped right up on the foot of Brother Andrew’s bed,” Brother 
Isidore said. 

Sister Mary Ann O’Kane, I.H.M., Servants of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary of Monroe, Mich. 
Pet caregiver

Over the past 20 years, Sister Mary Ann O’Kane, I.H.M., has 
formed a deep relationship with the people and pets she has 
helped. Mainly watching dogs and cats, Sister Mary Ann said 
she treats the animals as if they were her own. 

“It’s a wonderful ministry,” she said. “I love what I do.”
Sister O’Kane, who also tries to do pet rescue when she can, 

said it’s not just about pet sitting, “It is pet care.”
“Saint Francis is my favorite saint,” she said. She recalled 

saying the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis many times and shar-
ing countless pet stories during her more than 15 years of min-
istry as chaplain at Mercy Health Center. 

“Pets are so special, and you form a relationship with them, 
there’s always something to laugh about, always something to 
share, even as a chaplain, if people told me they have a pet, it 
creates a relaxing atmosphere and a bond that people can relate 
to.”

Sister Maria of the Trinity
Rosie - German Shepherd

On a cold, wet day in October, a pretty German Shepherd 
puppy began begging to come inside to get out of the pouring 

rain. “She just showed up,” Sister Maria said. 
At the same time, Sister Maria said they had a resident living 

with them, Sandy, who was from Germany. 
“She always had German Shepherds,” Sister Maria said. 

“She had lost her husband and her dogs and showed up on a 
stretcher with only a stuffed German Shepherd.” 

Sister Maria, who oversees the Gospel of Life Dwelling, a min-
istry that provides a home and care for the elderly poor, said 
the vet was called to see if there was a chip or anyone to claim 
the dog. When neither a chip nor owner were identified, she 
agreed they could keep her. 

“God had this live one that showed up just for her,” she said.
They named the dog “Rosie” because she showed up on the 

feast day of the Rosary. Rosie would keep Sandy company, 
even in her final moments, as she sat quietly at the foot of her 
bed. 

“The dogs are therapeutic for the residents,” said Sister Ma-
ria, who tries to keep one dog at each G.O.L.D. house, when 
possible. 

Deacon Cliff Fitzmorris, Saint John Nepomuk Catholic 
Church, Yukon
Sherman - Schnoodle

Deacon Fitzmorris said dogs have been an important part of 
his family’s life. Their current pet, Sherman, was a rescue dog. 
Fitzmorris said it’s a hard thing to lose a pet. 

“People don’t realize when people lose a dog or a pet that has 
been part of their life, especially someone living on their own 
or if they are a child, that is a grief experience. For a child, this 
might be their first significant grief experience.” 

“This is a good time to talk about that part of our faith,” he 
said. “Pets are a great example of unconditional love.” 

“Anytime we can bring love or nurturing or care into our 
lives, that is a good thing that brings us closer to God. Having 
a pet in the family does that.” 

Father William Novak, vicar general and pastor of Saint 
Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Oklahoma City
Bullet – French Bulldog

At almost two years old, Father Novak said his French Bull-
dog, Bullet, is friendly and would go home with anyone. 

“He snores at night but rarely barks,” Father Novak said. 
Bullet loves going on walks and playing with other dogs. 

Father Novak said he has to keep an eye on him because he 

“doesn’t know when to stop and he gets overheated.” 
Father Novak says Bullet is a wonderful companion.
“He makes me laugh and I enjoy taking care of him.”

Brother George Hubl, O.S.B., Saint Gregory’s Abbey
Salmon Faverolle chickens

Brother George said there are four different varieties of chick-
ens roaming around Saint Gregory’s Abbey, but one breed in 
particular stands out in a special way: the Salmon Faverolle 
chickens.

He said they are a symbolic breed that came out of France in 

the 1870s much like the monks who came to the monastery in 
1876. 

“They are a docile bread,” said Brother George, who helps 
oversee the care of the chickens. 

Brother George said the monks and employees enjoy watching 
them outside their windows. He said the chickens not only offer 
a source of entertainment, but help people with depression and 
boredom. 

“They give me exercise,” he said. Brother George helps put up 
the chickens at night and lets them out in the morning in addi-
tion to helping lift hundreds of pounds of feed. 

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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Archdiocesan clergy, religious celebrate their pets 
for the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi

Christ the King 
Catholic Church

8005 Dorset Dr., OKC
9 a.m. Oct. 2 

north parking lot

Church of the Epiphany 
of the Lord

7336 W. Britton Rd., OKC
10 a.m. Oct. 2 

patio area in west parking lot

St. Monica Catholic Church
2001 N. Western Ave., Edmond

8:15 a.m. Oct. 3 
front lawn

St. Teresa of Avila 
Catholic Church

1576 Tim Holt Dr., Harrah
11:15 a.m. Oct. 3 

north side of church

Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church
12 SW 7, Lawton
1:30 p.m. Oct. 3 

parish hall parking lot

St. John Nepomuk 
Catholic Church

600 S. Garth Brooks Blvd., Yukon
4 p.m. Oct. 3 
outside parish

Holy Trinity Catholic Church
211 Missouri Ave., Okarche

2:30 p.m. Oct. 4 
on field near the school

St. Thomas More 
Catholic Church

1535 Jenkins Ave., Norman
6 p.m. Oct. 4
parking lot

St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church
1901 NW 18, OKC
9:30 a.m. Oct. 9 

front steps

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

The Blessing of Animals

Parish dog, Laddie Boy, and parish 
cat, Nova, at St. Thomas More 
Catholic Church in Norman.

Br. Isidore Harden, O.S.B., and Copper Sr. Mary Ann O’Kane, I.H.M., and pet friends Rosie with friends at G.O.L.D. house Bullet Novak Br. George Hubl, O.S.B., and chicken

Archbishop Coakley and Bella
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Saturday, October 3, 2020
IN HONOR OF THE 

Feast of St. Francis of Assisi

Donations appreciated! Proceeds benefit the Gospel of Life School. (405-778-1107)

Medical equipment & care supplies 
Household & decorative items

GARAGE
SALE

Men’s & women’s clothing
Electronics & Furniture

October 2-3, 2021
Saturday 8-6, Sunday 10-6

Give-Away!

St. James Dwelling
1145 SW 42nd Street 
Oklahoma City, OK 73109

continued from page 1

to this important day in his life, in the 
life of our monastery and in the lives of 
those whom we serve. We are enriched 
by Brother John Michael’s sincere de-
sire to become more closely united to 
Jesus Christ and the Church. We also 
are enriched by the great Vietnamese 

heritage of faith and culture that he 
brings to the monastery.”

Brother John Michael was born in 
Biên Hòa, Vietnam, and immigrated to 
the United States with his parents at 
age 5. He is the son of Hao Nguyen and 
Ngan Le. His family settled in Oklaho-
ma City and became members of Saint 
Andrew Dung-Lac Catholic Church. 

After high school, Ford earned a 
bachelor’s degree in chemistry at the 
University of Oklahoma.

At the recommendation of his pastor, 
Father Gregory Nguyen, Nguyen at-
tended a “Come and See Weekend” at 
Saint Gregory’s Abbey in 2019. During 
the visit, he said something resonated 
with what he was seeking in life. Even-
tually, he applied for admission and 

entered the 
novitiate on 
Sept. 13, 2020. 
During the 
year-long novi-
tiate, he expe-
rienced the life 
first-hand and 
participated 
in courses in 
the teachings 
of the Church, 
Sacred Scrip-
ture, litur-
gy, spir-
ituality, 
human de-
velopment, 
the Rule of 
Saint Bene-
dict and the 
history of 
the abbey.

On Sept. 
14, he professed the Benedictine 
vows of obedience, stability and 
conversion of life. Even though the 
vows are valid for only three years, 
he is a Benedictine monk and will 
receive work assignments within 
the monastery as well as contin-
ue in a period of initial formation. 
At the end of three years, Brother 
John Michael will be able to apply 
for a lifelong commitment through 
solemn vows.

Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B. blessed the scapular and hood 
that will be worn by Br. John Michael Nguyen. Fr. Boniface Copelin, 
O.S.B., Prior of St. Gregory’s Abbey is holds the scapular and hood. Above: Br. John Michael 

Nguyen listens to the 
abbot’s homily. 

Left: Br. John Michael 
Nguyen, O.S.B., with 
Abbot Lawrence 
Stasyszen, O.S.B., in 
front of the abbey church 
after Mass. 

Photos Theresa Bragg.
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continued from page 1

the 13, they called and said, ‘Pack your bags 
– you need to be here by Sunday,’” Schmitt 
said. “They had been receiving flight after 
flight after flight. We got them to safety and 
then we tried to fill in the blanks to help 
them be successful.”

Fort Lee was Schmitt’s first stop before be-
ing transferred to the much larger Fort Dix 
in New Jersey. At Fort Dix, Afghan families 
were funneled into a processing center where 
Schmitt assisted with everything from verify-
ing documentation to paperwork to helping 
moms and their children find restrooms. 

“We got ready to assist 10,000 people. 
There was a pantry with snacks, water and 
baby items; a system to organize luggage 
and they handed out wristbands with num-
bers to keep families together and to ID who 
was who,” she said. 

“I helped them fill out forms; made sure 
kids were staying nearby; made sure people 
didn’t need immediate medical attention.”

Each Afghan family was escorted by mili-
tary personnel to find outfits for each mem-
ber and assigned a room in the barracks. 

“The overall mood was that most people 
were still very much in shock. I thought this 
was probably the most overwhelming expe-
rience of their lives and how well they were 
handling it. There was overwhelming grati-
tude that they were safe with their families,” 
Schmitt said. 

The program that evacuated Afghans only 
allowed immediate family to travel together, 
including children, but only if the children 

were unmarried and under the age of 21. 
“Many of them were mourning that they 

may never see their parents again or their 
older children again.”

Amid the chaos, the Afghan children be-
came a source of hope and joy for the fam-
ilies and for the 
military personnel 
and volunteers 
helping them. 

“The kids were 
so fun to watch. 
They were just lit-
tle balls of energy, 
playing with balls 
or toys. Some of 
them were already 
picking up En-
glish. Some of the 
parents had flaw-
less English and 
some knew none. 
But, the kids were 
picking it up so 
fast. One little boy 
who was 3 feet tall 
would belt out ‘Hi’ 
or ‘Hello’ to ev-
eryone who came 
through that hall-
way. It was really 
sweet to see.”

Schmitt’s ex-
perience from 
previous work in 
Jordan, Egypt, 
Morocco, Pales-
tine and Israel 

helped her relate to the Afghan families, 
and it will continue to serve well the refugee 
families and Catholic Charities, which serves 
as Oklahoma’s only government-approved 
resettlement agency. 

Oklahoma is expected to help about 1,800 
Afghans. The 
most immedi-
ate need will be 
financial assis-
tance to help fam-
ilies get settled.

“They would 
much rather be in 
Afghanistan with 
a stable, secure, 
peaceful place,” 
said Patrick Ra-
glow, executive 
director of Cath-
olic Charities of 
the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City.

“As we strive 
to do with all our 
clients, we want 
to make sure 
these families 
have a dignified 
life. They’re going 
to add greatly and 
richly to our com-
munities.”

Diane Clay is 
editor of the Soon-
er Catholic.

Genevieve Schmitt works with children in the Middle 
East. Photos provided.

Catholic Charities’ refugee leader works to 
settle Afghan families 

Online at: catholiccharitiesok.org - Click on Refugee Assistance at the top right.
Or mail a check to: Catholic Charities Refugee Resettlement

1232 N. Classen Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73106

How to Help
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Jobs Box
Archdiocesan Catholic school 
coordinators - OKC 

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City has two education coordinator 
position openings. The coordinator 
for formation and academic renew-
al serves to advance the mission 
of the archdiocese and Catholic 
schools by developing, executing 
and supervising a plan for the 
continuous renewal of the intel-
lectual formation of teachers and 
students. The coordinator for oper-
ations provides staff support to the 
director of Catholic education and 
in particular support to principals 
for the operational tasks of 19 
Catholic schools. Catholics in good 
standing. Three to five years’ expe-
rience in teaching a must. Catholic 
school administrative experience 
preferred at either the building 
level and/or central office. Send 
resume to mmills@archokc.org.

Accountant - OKC
The Office of Finance for the 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City is 
seeking an entry level accountant 
to be responsible for cash man-
agement duties and general ledger 
accounting duties. Provides ac-
counting services to parishes as 
assigned. Bachelor’s degree in ac-
counting and a practicing Catholic 
in good standing required. Excel-
lent skills in Microsoft Office and 
accounting software needed. Send 
resume to mmills@archokc.org.     

Summer camp coordinator - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking a coordinator of 
youth evangelization and summer 
camp. They will coordinate Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Youth 
Camp; be responsible for all logis-
tics, staffing and programing at 
summer camp, designing strategic 
activities for the initial evangeli-
zation and ongoing discipleship 
of young people, and assist in the 
mentoring of parish leaders. Cath-
olic in good standing, thorough 
understanding of evangelization 
and discipleship, experience lead-
ing youth programing and bach-
elor’s degree a must. Bilingual in 
Spanish preferred. Submit resume 
to mmills@archokc.org.

Life enrichment director - OKC
St. Ann Retirement Center is 

seeking someone with relevant 
experience and a passion for 
enriching the lives of indepen-
dent living residents. The position 
requires working some weekends 
and evenings or holidays. The ideal 
candidate will have great commu-
nication, organizational and inter-
personal skills. A CDL license pre-
ferred. Submit resume to joyce@
saintannretirementcenter.com.

Teachers - Enid
St. Joseph Catholic School in 

Enid is  seeking a full-time 1st 
grade teacher for the 2021-2022 
school year. Oklahoma state cer-
tification required. Contact Wade 
Laffey at (580) 242-4449, wlaffey@
stjosephschoolenid.com.

Teachers - OKC
St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 

School in Oklahoma City is seek-
ing a certified 4th grade teacher 
and certified middle school teach-
ers for the 2021-2022 school year 
in the areas of math, science and 
possibly theology. E-mail cover let-
ter and resume to Principal Todd 
Gungoll at principal@scbokc.org.

Teacher – El Reno
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

El Reno is accepting applications 
for full-time 6th grade teaching 
position for the 2021-2022 school 
year. Oklahoma state certification 
required. Call (405) 262-2284 or 
send resume to Shannon Statton at 
principal@sacredheartelreno.com.

Van driver - OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a part-time van 
driver to transport students to and 
from work. Some qualifications 
include valid driver’s license; abil-
ity to pass background check and 
a clean DMV record (five years); 
bilingual (English/Spanish) speak-
ing a plus; ability and willingness 
to work a split-shift; experience 
and/or willingness to work with 
youth ages 14-18. Send resume 
and a brief statement of interest to 
Ashton.Smith@CristoReyOKC.org.

Executive assistant – OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

Schools seeks an executive as-
sistant to support the school 
president, Corporate Work Study 
director and development direc-
tor. Bachelor’s degree preferred. 
Minimum of five years proven 
office management or executive 
assistant experience.Proficiency 
in Microsoft Office and Outlook, 
professional writing, and office 
management. Will work occasional 
nights and/or weekends. Apply at 
cristoreyokc.org.

Social services case manager 
level II

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a temporary social services case 
manager level II. This position will 
work across multiple departments 
and possibly in remote locations 
such as Lawton, Ardmore or 
Woodward. High school diploma or 
GED; bachelor’s degree in social 
work or related field preferred; 
three years of experience in case 
management or community action; 
fluency in Spanish and English 
preferred; a combination of educa-
tion and relevant experience may 
also be considered. Send cover let-
ter with resume to Christy Knotts 
at cknotts@ccaokc.org.

Refugee job developer - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a refugee job developer to develop 
and maintain partnerships with 
employers to identify employment 
opportunities; provide clients with 
job readiness training; assist cli-
ents with completing applications, 

interviews and placement activities; 
conduct follow-up actions for reten-
tion purposes. High school diploma 
and at least two years of experience 
directly related to the responsibili-
ties specified; bachelor’s degree in 
business or marketing with expe-
rience in job development or em-
ployment services preferred; ability 
to drive and possess a valid Okla-
homa driver’s license and clean 
driving record; fluency in written 
and spoken English; fluency in 
Spanish, Burmese, Swahili or other 
language that is representative 
of a refugee population currently 
being served preferred. Send cover 
letter with resume to Mark Chan at 
mchan@ccaokc.org.

Emergency assistance - 
Woodward

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a part-time emergency assistance 
employee for those in need. Pri-
marily focused on rent and utility 
assistance but may be used for 
other types of emergencies. Strong 
verbal and written communication 
and listening; proficiency in Micro-
soft Office applications; ability to 
gather data, compile information 
and prepare reports. Send cov-
er letter with resume to Theresa 
Flannery at tflannery@ccaock.org.

Mother’s Day Out teachers - 
OKC

Christ the King Catholic Church 
in Oklahoma City is seeking part-
time teachers in the Mother’s 
Day Out program on Monday and 
Wednesday during school hours 
with an occasional evening or 
weekend Mass obligation. Looking 
for kind, compassionate, energetic 
and patient people. Contact Marga-
ret Tunell at Margaret@ckokc.org.

Maintenance worker - Mustang
Holy Spirit Catholic Church in 

Mustang is seeking a part-time 
skilled maintenance worker to 
perform upkeep tasks such as 
repairs, by applying basic fixes to 
equipment and building systems.  
Responsible for various other 
duties, including some mowing of 
the parish grounds, setting up for 
parish events, preventative main-
tenance tasks and other duties as 
needed. Must have proven experi-
ence in troubleshooting, repairing 
and maintaining facilities. Contact 
the parish office at (405) 376-
9435; hfrancog7@gmail.com.

Pre-school assistant teachers - 
Norman

St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic 
Church is hiring for the Mother’s 
Day Out program. Must be avail-
able 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Monday 
- Thursday. Experience preferred 
but not required. Applicants must 
be able to pass a required back-
ground check. E-mail Gini Vorwald 
at gvorwald@saintmarknorman.org. 

Substitute teachers - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic 

School in Edmond is looking for 

substitute teachers. Safe and Sa-
cred training required with a back-
ground check. E-mail Laura Cain, 
principal, at lcain@seasok.org.

PreK-3 aide - OKC
Bishop John Carroll Catholic 

School in Oklahoma City seeks a 
full-time pre-school aide. Catho-
lic preferred, but a dedication to 
living a Christian lifestyle a must. 
Must be a problem solver, forward 
thinker, be able to take direction 
and fulfill duties. Aide also must 
be able to build rapport with staff 
and families. Send a resume and 
brief statement expressing inter-
est to Principal Tim McFadden at 
principal@bjccs.org.

Director of evangelization - 
Lawton

Blessed Sacrament Catholic 
Church in Lawton is seeking a 
full-time director of evangelization 
and Christian formation to lead 
and organize efforts in evangeli-
zation, especially among children 
and youth. Experience in evange-
lization and catechetical leader-
ship preferred. Send resume to Fr. 
John Paul Lewis at frjohnpaul@
lawtoncatholic.com.

Director of evangelization - OKC
St. Joseph Old Cathedral is 

seeking a full-time director of 
evangelization and Christian for-
mation to lead and organize efforts 
in evangelization, especially among 
families, youth and young adults. 
Deep commitment to the life of a 
missionary disciple and a joyful 
willingness to take an active part 
in parish life a must. Experience 
in evangelization and catechetical 
leadership preferred. Contact Fr. 
Brian Buettner at frbrian@sjocokc.
org.

Organist/music director - Enid
St. Francis Xavier Catholic 

Church in Enid is seeking a full-
time organist and director of mu-
sic. In working with the pastor and 
his associates, the music director 
should be familiar with liturgical 
settings and seasons, and compli-
ant within the ritual of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Duties include 
directing choirs, recruiting and 
training cantors and other musi-
cians, and engaging the faithful 
into full and active participation 
in worship. E-mail resume to Fr. 
Mark Mason at Mark.Mason@
archokc.org.

Maintenance worker - OKC
St. Joseph Old Cathedral is 

seeking a skilled maintenance 
worker to perform upkeep task 
such as repairs and cleaning. 
Responsible for applying basic 
fixes to equipment and building 
systems. Must have the ability to 
install, troubleshoot, repair and 
maintain church facilities. Contact 
the parish office or send resume to 
vbaquera@sjocokc.org.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Susan Brinkmann is an author 
and journalist. She is a member of 
the Third Order of the Discalced 
Carmelites. She is the co-founder 
of the Catholic Life Institute, and 
she has appeared on EWTN. 

This book has an introduction by 
Brinkmann, which is followed by 
a list of her sources that includes 
Saint Therese’s autobiography, 
“Story of a Soul.”

 She provides a timeline that 
starts with Saint Therese’s birth 
and ends with when she was 
declared a doctor of the Church 
by Saint John Paul II. After this, 
are the 366 reflections. The sub-

title says “365,” but Brinkmann 
includes a reflection for Feb. 29 
when that occurs in a leap year. 
Not all daily reflection books 
include this day, which is disap-
pointing. 

The reflections begin with a 
short quote from Saint Therese. 
Second, there is a reflection by 
Brinkman that she concludes with 
questions for the reader to ponder. 
Third, there is a short prayer to 
Saint Therese. Important dates in 
the life of Saint Therese are noted 
after the short prayer. There are 
no illustrations except on the cover 
of the book, which shows Saint 
Therese with white roses. 

On the top of each “day” page 
there are floral illustrations. There 

are some typos, but they are not 
that noticeable. There is no index. 

I have 
been 

using this book 
since I received it 
and have enjoyed 
using it every day. 

Saint Therese’s 
feast day is Oct. 
1. This book 
is highly rec-
ommended for those 
interested in Saint Therese and 

her “Little Way.” What is the “Lit-
tle Way?” This is basically Saint 
Therese’s spirituality that is quite 
simple. Anyone can do it. 

It means doing little 
things for God and your 
neighbor like picking up a 
piece of trash and putting it 
in the wastebasket, helping 
someone who needs help 
with their plate at meals, 
helping someone cross the 
street, and many other small 
ways that are not noticeable.

May Saint Therese pray for 
us! 

Brother Benet Exton, O.S.B., 
Saint Gregory’s Abbey, Shaw-
nee, is a freelance writer for 

the Sooner Catholic.
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Real Life Disciples

A real gem for discipleship

Jim Beckman
Executive Director 

of the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis

Book review: “Day by Day in the Little Way: 365 Reflections 
on the Teachings of St. Therese of Lisieux”  

By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 
The Sooner Catholic

Every once in a while, I come across one of 
those books that is not just a one-time read. 
It has such a powerful effect that I find myself 
going back to it again and again. One of those 
little “gems” for me has been a short apostol-
ic letter that Saint John Paul II wrote back in 
2002, “On the Most Holy Rosary.” It was proba-
bly one of his shortest works at just more than 
50 pages, and likely one of his easiest reads. 

It’s worth mentioning right now because Oc-
tober is traditionally dedicated by the Church 
as the Month of the Rosary. If you were inter-
ested in increasing your devotion to the Rosary, 
and deepening your understanding of it, this 
little book would definitely help you. I would 
even go so far as encouraging everyone to con-
sider taking time during the month of October 
to explore the Rosary more, and to read this 
book as you do. I truly believe it will open new 
vistas before you in your prayer and the pur-
suit of discipleship. In this article, I hope to 
give you some tastes and, hopefully, whet your 
appetite for more!

As Saint John Paul said in the introduction, 
“The Rosary, though clearly Marian in char-
acter, is at heart a Christocentric prayer. … It 
has all the depth of the Gospel message in its 
entirety, of which it can be said to be a com-
pendium … with the Rosary, the Christian 
people sits at the school of Mary, and is led to 
contemplate the beauty on the face of Christ 
and to experience the depths of his love.” What 
you start to realize is that the Rosary actual-
ly isn’t about the prayers you are saying, it’s 
about the mysteries you are meditating upon. 
Mary becomes this great “conduit” or “facilita-
tor” of contemplation.

And, who better to help facilitate contempla-
tion than Mary. She’s the perfect model be-
cause, as the mother of Jesus, no one else on 
the planet would have spent more time “con-

templating” him. 
“The contemplation of Christ has an incom-

parable model in Mary. In a unique way the 
face of the Son belongs to Mary. It was in her 
womb that Christ was formed, receiving from 
her a human resemblance, which points to an 
even greater spiritual closeness. No one has 
ever devoted himself to the contemplation of 
the face of Christ as faithfully as Mary.

The eyes of her heart already turned to him 
at the Annunciation when she conceived him 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. In the months 
that followed, she began to sense his presence 
and to picture his features. When, at last, she 
gave birth to him in Bethlehem, her eyes were 
able to gaze tenderly on the face of her Son, as 
she “wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger” (Lk 2:7).

Thereafter, Mary’s gaze, ever filled with ado-
ration and wonder, would never leave him. At 
times, it would be a questioning look, as in the 
episode of the finding in the Temple: “Son, why 
have you treated us so?” (Lk 2:48); it would 
always be a penetrating gaze, one capable of 
deeply understanding Jesus, even to the point 
of perceiving his hidden feelings and anticipat-
ing his decisions, as at Cana (cf. Jn 2:5). 

At other times it would be a look of sorrow, 
especially beneath the Cross, where her vision 
would still be that of a mother giving birth, for 
Mary not only shared the passion and death of 
her Son, but she also received the new son giv-
en to her in the beloved disciple (cf. Jn 19:26-
27). On the morning of Easter, hers would be a 
gaze radiant with the joy of the Resurrection, 
and finally, on the day of Pentecost, a gaze 
afire with the outpouring of the Spirit” (Rasari-
um Virgins Mariae, #10).

The reason why Mary and the Rosary can be 
so powerful for us as disciples is precisely be-
cause of these memories. Mary lived her whole 

life with 
her eyes 
fixed on 
Jesus, up 
close and 
personal, 
living in 
the same 
house 
with him, 
eating all her meals with him, caring for all his 
human needs as a mother. She has stored all 
these things in her memory, in her heart.

The mysteries of the Rosary are simply pray-
ing with Mary through her prominent “mem-
ories,” which makes the Rosary, according to 
Saint John Paul II, a “contemplative prayer.” 
He goes on in one of the chapters to talk about 
how when we pray the Rosary the way it is 
meant to be prayed, we find ourselves “remem-
bering with Mary, learning Christ from Mary, 
being conformed to Christ with Mary, praying 
to Christ with Mary and proclaiming Christ 
with Mary.” These are all the very things we 
want to do as disciples, as followers of Jesus. 
The point is, who better to help us get there 
than her?!

As I have explored this all for myself and in 
my own prayer, I have discovered how the Ro-
sary becomes a beautiful lens to evangelization. 
I have found myself praying a certain set of 
mysteries for one of my children or for a person 
that I have been sharing faith with. I’ve discov-
ered a pattern in the mysteries of the Rosary 
that is strangely similar to the “kerygma” – the 
word the Church uses for “the core message of 
the Gospel.” 

Since next month is the month of the Rosary, 
I’m planning on sharing that beautiful discov-
ery with you in my next column.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Discípulos en el camino

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

¡El discipulado es una forma de vida! Como 
la vida misma, es un viaje lleno de ricas ben-
diciones y desafíos difíciles. Dar buenos frutos 
en el transcurso de este peregrinaje de toda la 
vida es nuestro objetivo. El fruto que damos 
glorifica a Dios.

A medida que nos acercamos a Jesucristo 
a lo largo de nuestras vidas, experimentamos 
la dimensión total de este viaje con toda su 
textura y profundidad. El viaje, o el camino, es 
una imagen antigua del discipulado y la vida 
cristiana. De hecho, fue una de las primeras 
formas de describir a la Iglesia cuando se hacía 
referencia a los discípulos como miembros del 
“Camino” (Hechos 19,23).

A lo largo de los últimos años he tenido el 
privilegio de recorrer a pie tramos del Camino 
de Santiago. El Camino es una red de antiguas 
rutas de peregrinaje que atraviesan Europa y 
culminan en la tumba de Santiago el 
Mayor, en Santiago de Compostela, en 
el noroeste de España. Los peregrinos 
han recorrido “el Camino” durante 
siglos. Fue durante una peregrinación 
por el Camino que comencé a conce-
bir mi última carta pastoral.

Cada vez que hago este viaje, me 
afecta profundamente. Mientras 
camino por mi camino, pido a Dios 
la gracia y la sabiduría para perse-
verar fielmente en el camino que el 
Señor ha elegido para mí, liderando 
la arquidiócesis como sucesor de los 
apóstoles. Todos somos peregrinos 
en un viaje, un camino, al cielo. Navegamos 
por un sendero marcado con cerros y valles, 
sobre un terreno llano y rocoso. Encontramos 
la fuerza para el camino a través de la oración, 
los sacramentos, las Escrituras y la comunidad 
de fe que nos alienta y nos centra en el amor 
de Cristo. Como católicos, nunca caminamos 
solos. 

El camino del discipulado presenta muchos 
desafíos y se fortalece con el aliento de los 
compañeros peregrinos. Para los primeros 
cristianos, el Camino era más que un camino 
físico o un lugar en un mapa. Era el camino del 
discipulado, una forma de vida. Aún hoy, es 
un camino que nos ha dado Jesucristo por el 
que nos conduce y acompaña. Como siempre, 
nuestro camino de discipulado requiere que 
aprendamos de él y sigamos su ejemplo.

La fe cristiana es un llamado a un proceso de 
conversión continua a Jesucristo que durará 
toda la vida, a una adhesión plena y sincera a 
su persona y a la decisión de seguir sus pasos. 
La fe nace del encuentro personal con Jesu-

cristo que busca nuestro compromiso de vivir 
como él vivió.

De esta manera, nosotros, como creyentes, 
nos unimos a la comunidad de discípulos y 
hacemos nuestra la fe de la Iglesia (DGC, # 53). 
Comenzando con mi carta pastoral “¡Vayan y 
hagan discípulos! Construyendo una cultura 
de conversión y discipulado” y su documento 
de planificación Visión 2030, estamos trazando 
un camino que nos guiará por etapas durante 
muchos años por venir.

El deseo más profundo de mi corazón es ver 
florecer a la Iglesia del centro y oeste de Okla-
homa como una comunidad de fe que nutre y 
forma fervientes discípulos misioneros. Nuestra 
tarea es preparar un buen terreno para recibir 
la semilla de la fe. Buena tierra, dando buenos 
frutos.

Vemos a Jesús en los Evangelios invitando a 

otros a convertirse en sus seguidores, enseñán-
doles a ser discípulos. Estas lecciones son 
escuelas bíblicas de discipulado. Encontramos 
una de esas escuelas bíblicas en Mateo Cap. 
13, que es la Parábola del Sembrador, una 
meditación apropiada para nosotros sobre el 
tema del discipulado. Los animo a que hagan 
una pausa y lean este pasaje (Mateo 13,1-9; 
18-23). Presten especial atención al entorno.

La historia comienza con Jesús dentro de 
una casa. Sale de la casa y se sienta cerca del 
mar para enseñar a los que se agolpan para 
escucharlo de cerca. Se reúne una multitud 
tan grande que se sube a un bote para evitar 
ser empujado al mar. Desde el bote, continúa 
enseñando a las multitudes que se reúnen a 
lo largo de la orilla. La parábola comienza: “Un 
sembrador salió a sembrar”.

Escuchamos que parte de la semilla del sem-
brador cae en camino duro y los pájaros vienen 
y devoran la semilla de inmediato. Otras semi-
llas caen en terreno rocoso y como hay poca 
tierra, no pueden echar raíces. Las plantas bro-

tan rápidamente, 
pero sin raíces 
mueren. Otras 
semillas caen 
entre espinas. Las 
espinas crecen 
junto a las plan-
tas y las ahogan. 
Finalmente, una 
parte de las semillas caen en buena tierra y 
producen grano: algunas se multiplican por 
cien, otras por sesenta y otras por treinta.

En Oklahoma, que es el estado de la tierra 
roja, podemos fácilmente identificarnos con 
esta parábola, ya que muchos de nosotros 
estamos familiarizados con la agricultura, la 
jardinería y la siembra; trabajando con varios 
tipos de suelo. Jesús explica que la semilla es 
la Palabra del Reino, la Palabra de fe.

Nuestra tarea es preparar un buen 
terreno para recibir la semilla de la fe. 
Incluso la buena tierra necesita ser cul-
tivada y cuidada, nutrida y regada.

¿Qué tan bien nos preparamos no solo 
para la semilla de la fe, sino para todas 
las demás oportunidades que Dios nos 
da para crecer – el alimento espiritual, el 
agua de la gracia y el acompañamiento 
de otros creyentes? 

Todos estos tipos de tierra están 
presentes en cada uno de nosotros. En 
nuestros corazones, experimentamos 
dureza. Algunas veces nuestros cora-
zones son tierra rocosa y terreno espi-

noso. Todos nos enfrentamos a tentaciones y 
distracciones. Hay cosas que dividen nuestros 
corazones y compiten por nuestra atención y 
disminuyen nuestro fruto. 

Sin embargo, todos tenemos buena tierra, 
a todos se nos invita a cooperar con la gra-
cia para hacer crecer nuestra receptividad a 
la Palabra de Dios en nuestros corazones. De 
hecho, la tarea principal de la vida espiritual es 
cooperar con la gracia de Dios y cultivar tierra 
buena en nuestros corazones, arrancando todo 
aquellos que compita, nos distraiga e impida 
nuestra capacidad de recibir la Palabra de Vida 
que viene de Dios. Entre más tierra buena hay 
en nuestros corazones, más es nuestra capaci-
dad de dar frutos para el Reino. Los frutos son 
evidencia de un auténtico discipulado. 

San Agustín nos motiva con las siguientes 
palabras, “algunos dan más fruto, otros menos, 
pero todos tienen un lugar en el granero”. Invi-
to a todos como arquidiócesis, y como el Cuer-
po de Cristo, a un renovado compromiso con el 
discipulado auténtico.

Más información en archokc.org/vision2030.

“Encontramos la fuerza para el 
camino a través de la oración, los 
sacramentos, las Escrituras y la 
comunidad de fe que nos alienta y 
nos centra en el amor de Cristo”. ”

“

Eventos gratuitos de vacunación 
COVID-19

El Departamento de Salud de la ciudad 
de Oklahoma y el condado está llevando 
a cabo dos eventos de vacunación con-
tra COVID-19 en parroquias de la ciudad 
de Oklahoma. Los eventos serán el 9 de 
octubre de 10 a.m. a 2 p.m. en la Iglesia 
Católica St. Eugene, 2400 W. Hefner Road; 
y el 16 de octubre de 11 a.m. a 3 p.m. en la 
Iglesia Católica Little Flower, 1125 S. Walk-
er Ave. Pfizer y Moderna únicamente.

El Viñedo de Raquel (Español)
Un retiro de fin de semana en es-

pañol del Viñedo de Raquel se llevará a 
cabo del 29 al 31 de octubre en Okla-
homa City. Este retiro de sanación 
es para mujeres y hombres que han 
surfrido un aborto y es un lugar para 
otras personas que han pasado por un 
dolor similar. Envíe un correo elec-
trónico a rachel@cceok.org para regis-
trarse o llame al (918) 512-1525 para 
obtener más información.

Misa de Aniversario
El arzobispo Coakley invita a las 

parejas casadas que están celebrando 
aniversarios importantes (25, 40, 50+) 
en el calendario del año 2021 a partic-
ipar en la misa anual de aniversario a 
las 3 p.m. el 10 de octubre en la Cate-
dral de Nuestra Señora del Perpetuo So-
corro, 3214 N. Lake Ave. en Oklahoma 
City. Regístrese con Lisa Carrasco en la 
Oficina de Matrimonio y Vida Familiar al 
(405) 709-2709, lcarrasco@archokc.org.
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El Vaticano publica guía para que diócesis 
comiencen camino sinodal

Difundiendo la palabra

El 4 de septiembre, la Cámara de Comercio 
Hispana de la Ciudad de Oklahoma fue sede 
de la Viva Expo 2021. Brindó una buena 
oportunidad para promover el Santuario del 
Beato Stanley Rother entre la comunidad 
hispana. Cynthia Aranda, miembra del per-
sonal del santuario, y la voluntaria María de 
Lara, estaban emocionadas de representar al 
santuario con un puesto en la exposición.

Muchos asistentes visitaron el puesto 
para aprender más sobre el Beato Stanley, 
el santuario, y para hacernos saber el gran 
impacto que ha tenido en sus vidas y cuánto 
disfrutan viendo el progreso de la construc-
ción. Especialmente, muchos hispanos dije-
ron que esperan visitar el cerro Tepeyac en 
los terrenos del santuario y honrar a Nuestra 
Señora de Guadalupe. Beato Stanley Rother, 
¡ruega por nosotros!

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO – El Vat-
icano ha publicado un documento 
preparatorio y un “manual” para las 
diócesis, como parte de la prepa-
ración de la iglesia mundial para la 
asamblea del Sínodo de los Obispos 
de 2023, abordando el tema “Por 
una Iglesia sinodal: comunión, par-
ticipación y misión”.

“El papa Francisco invita a toda 
la iglesia a reflexionar sobre un 
tema que es decisivo para su vida 
y su misión: ‘Es precisamente este 
camino de sinodalidad lo que Dios 
espera de la iglesia del tercer milen-
io’”, dice el nuevo documento.

Como tal, el documento prepa-
ratorio y sus preguntas están “al 
servicio del camino sinodal, espe-
cialmente como una herramienta 
para facilitar la primera fase de 
escuchar y consultar al pueblo de 
Dios en las iglesias particulares, 
con la esperanza de ayudar a poner 
en marcha las ideas, la energía, y la 
creatividad de todos los que partic-
iparán en el itinerario, y facilitar la 
coparticipación de los frutos de sus 
compromisos”, dice el documento.

“El propósito de este sínodo no 
es producir más documentos. Más 
bien, está destinado a inspirar a 
la gente a soñar con la iglesia que 
estamos llamados a ser, hacer 
florecer las esperanzas de la gente, 
estimular la confianza, vendar her-
idas, tejer relaciones nuevas y más 
profundas, aprender unos de otros, 
construir puentes, iluminar men-
tes, calentar corazones, y restaurar 
la fuerza en nuestras manos para 
nuestra misión común”, dice el doc-
umento preparatorio.

El manual o “vademécum” ofrece 
pautas para los obispos, y aquellos 
que ayudarán a facilitar el proce-
so sinodal localmente, sobre cómo 
pueden escuchar y consultar mejor 
a los católicos y a la comunidad en 
general -- en particular a los mar-

ginados de la sociedad, como tam-
bién a cristianos y a no cristianos.

Los materiales fueron publicados 
el 7 de septiembre en una confer-
encia de prensa en el Vaticano y en 
línea (en inglés y español) en el sitio 
web oficial del sínodo: synod.va/
en.html y synod.va/es.html.

El papa Francisco está programa-
do para abrir formalmente el proce-
so del sínodo en el Vaticano el 9 y 
10 de octubre, y el obispo de cada 
diócesis debería abrir el proceso en 
su respectiva diócesis el 17 de oc-
tubre. La fase diocesana se extend-
erá hasta abril.

Los materiales presentan una 
serie de preguntas para ayudar a 
impulsar la reflexión, aportes, e 
ideas de tantas personas como sea 
posible.

Las preguntas se agrupan bajo 
10 temas generales, y las personas 
pueden abordar lo que sea más per-
tinente a su situación y “compartir 
con honestidad y franqueza sus 
experiencias de la vida real, reflex-
ionando juntos sobre lo que el Es-
píritu Santo podría estar revelando 
a través de lo que comparten unos 
con otros”, decía el documento.

Algunas preguntas sugeridas 
incluyen: “¿A quién ‘necesita es-
cuchar’ nuestra iglesia?” y “¿cómo 
se escucha a los laicos, especial-
mente a los jóvenes y mujeres? 
¿Cómo integramos la contribución 
de los hombres y las mujeres con-
sagrados? ¿Qué espacio hay para 
(escuchar) la voz de las minorías, 
los descartados y los excluidos? 
¿Identificamos prejuicios y estereo-
tipos que dificultan nuestra habili-
dad de escuchar? ¿Cómo escucha-
mos el contexto social y cultural en 
el que vivimos?”

Sin embargo, la pregunta básica y 
fundamental que guía todo el proce-
so es: “¿Cómo este ‘caminar juntos’, 
que tiene lugar hoy en diferentes 
niveles -- desde el nivel local al uni-
versal -- permite a la Iglesia procla-
mar el Evangelio de acuerdo con la 
misión que le ha sido encomenda-

da?; y ¿qué pasos nos invita a dar 
el Espíritu para crecer como Iglesia 
sinodal?” está escrito en el docu-
mento.

En la conferencia de prensa del 
7 de septiembre, el cardenal Mario 
Grech, secretario general del Sínodo 
de Obispos, y otros explicaron los 
principales objetivos y característi-
cas de un proceso sinodal, que es 
“un proceso espiritual” que requi-
ere escuchar al Espíritu Santo, así 
como escucharse el uno al otro.

“El sínodo tendrá éxito o fracas-
ará en la medida en que confiemos 
en el Espíritu Santo”, expresó el 
cardenal.

El cardenal exhortó a reporteros 
ofrecer una “comunicación correc-
ta” de lo que trata el sínodo y la 
sinodalidad, incluyendo no pintarlo 
como “un parlamento” o como ban-
dos diferentes que compiten entre 
sí, “en los que el que tiene más 
fuerza influye o subyuga al otro”.

Lo que importa es el proceso 
más global, que involucra a todo el 
pueblo de Dios uniéndose para en-
contrar un terreno común, lo cual 
no es fácil, señaló. “Entonces, tal 
vez tengamos que insistir más en 
cómo podemos dialogar, conversar, 
discernir juntos, para posiblemente 
llegar a esta armonía”, encontrar 
consenso y no depender tanto de 
los votos emitidos durante la última 
fase de un sínodo.

La hermana misionera Xaviere 
Nathalie Becquart, una de las dos 
subsecretarias del Sínodo de los 
Obispos, será la primera mujer con 
derecho a voto en una reunión del 
Sínodo de los Obispos. En marzo, 
cuando fue nombrada, el cardenal 
Grech dijo que permitirle votar en 
un sínodo era “un hito importante” 
y algo que no debería limitarse solo 
a esta institución o solo a los dere-
chos de voto.

La participación generalizada es 
una parte importante del proceso 
diocesano, dice el documento, sin 
que nadie sea excluido. “Debemos 
llegar personalmente a las perife-

rias, a los que han abandonado 
la Iglesia, a los que raramente o 
nunca practican su fe, a los que ex-
perimentan pobreza o marginación, 
refugiados, excluidos, sin voz, etc.”

Esto requerirá creatividad, es-
pecialmente en partes del mundo 
donde las restricciones destinadas a 
frenar la propagación del COVID-19 
aún están vigentes, agregó.

Toda la retroalimentación que 
se genere a lo largo del proceso 
de escuchar debe reunirse en una 
“síntesis” después de cada reunión, 
seguida de una “síntesis” que se 
redactará para cada diócesis y, en 
última instancia, para cada confer-
encia episcopal.

Las conferencias episcopales y 
los sínodos de las iglesias orien-
tales proporcionarán una síntesis 
de todos los comentarios locales 
al Sínodo de los Obispos, y todo 
ese material será la base para la 
redacción de dos documentos de 
trabajo. Los obispos y auditores se 
reunirán con el papa Francisco en 
la asamblea del Sínodo de los Obis-
pos en Roma en octubre de 2023 
para hablar y escucharse unos a 
otros sobre la base del proceso que 
comenzó a nivel local.

El manual dice que la síntesis “no 
solo informa tendencias comunes 
y puntos de convergencia, sino que 
también destaca aquellos puntos 
que tocan la fibra sensible, inspiran 
un punto de vista original o abren 
un nuevo horizonte. La síntesis 
debe prestar especial atención a 
las voces de aquellos que no suelen 
ser escuchados e integran lo que 
podríamos llamar el ‘informe de 
minorías’”.

Los obispos tienen un papel 
importante a lo largo del proceso 
sinodal como “pastores, maestros y 
sacerdotes de la reverencia sagra-
da”, dice el manual. “Su carisma 
de discernimiento los llama a ser 
auténticos guardianes, intérpretes y 
testigos de la fe de la Iglesia”.

Por Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 
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Briefs
Please contact organizers before 

attending. 

Free COVID-19 vaccination 
events

The Oklahoma City-County 
Health Department is holding 
two COVID-19 vaccination events 
at parishes in Oklahoma City. 
The events will be Oct. 9 from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. at St. Eugene Catho-
lic Church, 2400 W. Hefner Road; 
and Oct. 16 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Little Flower Catholic Church, 
1125 S. Walker Ave. Pfizer and 
Moderna only.

First Friday Adoration
Join the staff of the Catholic 

Pastoral Center on the first Friday 
of every month Noon – 3 p.m. for 
adoration and the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet in the St. Francis de Sales 
Chapel, 7501 Northwest Express-
way, Oklahoma City. Adoration 
open to the public.

Scriptural Rosary for vocations
The Serra Club of Oklahoma City 

will have a Scriptural Rosary for 
vocations in conjunction with first 
Friday activities at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center. The schedule is: 
10:45 a.m. - Scriptural Rosary; 
11:30 a.m. daily Mass; and Noon – 
3 p.m. Adoration in the chapel. 

First Friday Mass
The monthly first Friday Mass 

in honor of the Sacred Heart is 
7 p.m. at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center, 7501 Northwest Express-
way, in Oklahoma City. Exposition 
(confessions available) 5:30 p.m. 
– 6:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion about Home Enthronement, 
RVSP to Francisco Lozano at (405) 
921-5095, filozano12@gmail.com. 
Sponsored by the archdiocesan 
Marriage and Family Life office. 

The Ladder of Ascent
The Bl. Stanley Rother Insti-

tute is enrolling for The Ladder 
of Ascent, a journey through the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church. 
The two-year, four semester course 
meets in-person and over Zoom 
weekly Sept. - May. Contact (405) 
721-4208 or RotherInstitute@
archokc.org for more information 
and tuition rates, or visit archokc.
org/ladder.

40 Days for Life
The 40 Days for Life Fall cam-

paign is Sept. 22 – Oct. 31. Visit 
40daysforlife.com to sign up to 
pray in Oklahoma City, Edmond or 
Norman. 

Mass, cookout
Catholic Young Adults will have 

a Mass and cookout with Arch-
bishop Coakley at 3 p.m. Sept. 26 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Expressway in 
Oklahoma City. RSVP at archokc.
org/cyaevents. 

Blue Mass
Archbishop Coakley invites 

everyone to the Blue Mass for law 
enforcement and first responders 
at 6 p.m. Sept 29 at St. Joseph 
Old Cathedral in Oklahoma City. 
Guest speaker is U.S. Marshall for 
the Western District of Oklahoma, 
Johnny L. Kuhlman.

Granny’s Attic Rummage Sale
St. Benedict Catholic Church in 

Shawnee will be holding their an-
nual Granny’s Attic Rummage Sale, 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Oct. 1, and 8 a.m. – 
Noon Oct. 2. Furniture, glassware, 
home decor, housewares, books, 
sewing materials, holiday decora-
tions and much more. 

Fall festival 
St. James the Greater Catholic 

Church, 4201 S McKinley Ave. 
in Oklahoma City will have a fall 
festival 5 p.m. – 9.p.m. Oct. 2 and 
10 a.m.- 6 p.m. Oct. 3. There will 
be a variety of food booths, game 
booths, a cake walk, music, enter-
tainment, raffle tickets and volley-
ball tournament.  

Red Mass
Archbishop Coakley invites 

everyone to the Red Mass for legal 
professionals at 6 p.m. Oct. 7 at 
The Cathedral of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help, 3214 N. Lake Ave. in 
Oklahoma City. Guest speaker is 
Gerard Wegemer, Ph.D.

Anniversary Mass
Archbishop Coakley invites 

married couples who celebrated 
milestone anniversaries (25, 40, 
50+) in the calendar year 2021 to 
participate in the annual Anniver-
sary Mass at 3 p.m. Oct. 10 at The 

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help, 3214 N. Lake Ave. in 
Oklahoma City. Register with Lisa 
Carrasco in the Office of Marriage 
and Family Life at (405) 709-2709. 
lcarrasco@archokc.org. 

Morning retreat
The Archdiocesan Council of 

Catholic Women, Central Region 
morning retreat is 10 a.m. – Noon 
Oct. 16 at the Gospel of Life 
Disciples St. John Paul II house, 
4113 S. Eastern Ave. in Moore. 
Registration and fellowship at 9:30 
a.m. Event features Fr. Joseph 
Irwin and Sister Maria Falkner. No 
cost. Donation to GOLD welcomed. 
RSVP by Oct. 13 to Jodie Ford, 
(405) 831-8340.

Arts and crafts fair
The Altar Society at St. John 

Nepomuk Catholic Church will host 
an arts and crafts fair 9 a.m. – 3 
p.m. Oct. 16 in the parish activity 
center, 600 Garth Brooks Blvd. in 
Yukon. For booth space, contact 
Malinda Dubois at (405) 831-8342, 
mgdubois64@gmail.com.

Mass for Medical Professionals
Archbishop Coakley invites 

everyone to the Mass for Medical 
Professionals at 10 a.m. Oct. 23 at 
The Cathedral of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help, 3214 N. Lake Ave. in 
Oklahoma City. Guest speaker is 
Ashley K. Fernandes, M.D., Ph.D., 
FAAP.

KOC retreat
The Knights of Columbus an-

nual retreat is 9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Oct. 23 at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center, 7501 Northwest Express-
way in Oklahoma City. The guest 
speaker is Sister Diane Koorie, 
R.S.M., winner of the Spirit of the 
Conference Award from the Na-
tional Association for Lay Min-
istry. Her topic will be “Mercy, 
the principal path marked out by 
Jesus Christ for those who de-
sire to follow him.” Cost is $30 
per attendee. Open to everyone, 
includes morning refreshments, 
lunch, coffee and afternoon cook-
ies. Send checks to Michael Zink 
KofC, 14616 Collingwood Lane, 
Edmond 73013 by Oct.16. Con-
tact Michael-the-j@att.net, (405) 
314-4120.

Rachel’s Vineyard (Spanish) 
A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 

weekend in Spanish is Oct. 29-31 
in Oklahoma City. This healing 
retreat is for post-abortive wom-
en and men and is a place where 
other people have been through 
similar pain. E-mail rachel@cceok.
org to register or call (918) 512-
1525 for more information.

Marriage retreat
The archdiocesan Office of Mar-

riage and Family Life presents “Be 
Light: A Marriage Retreat for Cou-
ples” 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Nov. 6 at St. 
Monica Catholic Church, 2001 N. 
Western Ave. in Edmond. Cost $50 
per couple. Lunch included. Regis-
ter at archokc.org/marriageretreat. 
Contact Alex Schimpf at (405) 709-
2755, aschimpf@archokc.org.  

Rachel’s Vineyard  
A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 

weekend is Nov. 19-21 in Oklaho-
ma City. This healing retreat is for 
post-abortive women and men and 
is a place where other people have 
been through similar pain. E-mail 
rachel@cceok.org to register or call 
(918) 512-1525 for more informa-
tion.

Day of Reflection
Day of Reflection, “Hearken Con-

tinually: A Primer on Discernment 
of God’s Will” presented by Alex 
Schmipf, is 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Nov. 
20 at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
MacArthur St., Shawnee. Limited 
seating. Masks are recommended, 
but not required. Attendees must 
pre-register by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Rachel’s Vineyard
A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 

weekend is Dec. 3-5 in Oklahoma 
City. This healing retreat is for 
post-abortive women and men and 
is a place where other people have 
been through similar pain. E-mail 
rachelsvineyardokc@gmail.com to 
register or call (405) 709-2714 for 
more information.

Find more briefs at archokc.org/
briefs. 
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September 

26   Twenty-Sixth Sunday in 
       Ordinary Time.

26   Priesthood Sunday.

26   Catholic Young Adults Mass,  
       cookout with Archbishop 
       Coakley, 3 p.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center, 7501 
       Northwest Expressway, OKC.

26   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
       Norman. Contact Connie 
       Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
       lang@gmail.com.

27   Feast of St. Vincent de Paul.

28   Feast of St. Lawrence Ruiz 
       and Companions.

28   Feast of St. Wenceslaus.

29   Feast of Sts. Michael, Gabriel 
       and Raphael.

29   Blue Mass for law enforce-
       ment, first responders, 6 
       p.m., St. Joseph Old 
       Cathedral, OKC.

30   Feast of St. Jerome.

30   Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
       toral Center. Contact Elaine, 
       (405) 314-5345, ccrprayers@
       gmail.com.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.

Kevin Pierce 
Regional Agency Executive Consultant 

General Agent 
SKC 
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11194, 11633, 11959, 13313, 13366, 15834

Trey Welker 
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MDRT, SKC 
405-850-4092 

trey.welker@kofc.org 
Councils: 3220, 10822, 12669

Bobby Stevens 
MDRT 

405-534-0397 
bobby.stevens@kofc.org 

Councils: 1018, 3556, 4598, 5160, 
5354, 9901, 12108, 16048, 16214

Chad McAuliff 
MDRT, SKC 

918-284-0685 
chad.mcauliff@kofc.org 

Councils: 1104, 4721, 6606, 
9668, 9737, 13828, 17383

Lance Dufour 
MDRT  

918-550-0886 
lance.dufour@kofc.org 

Councils: 962, 1302, 3167, 4519, 
4804, 7395, 8433, 11734, 14220, 

14248, 14448, 15785, 17559

Devon Soukup 
MDRT, SKC 

405-505-6030 
devon.soukup@kofc.org 

Councils: 767, 3101, 5440, 
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Mike Maggio  
MDRT  

405-697-8820 
michael.maggio@kofc.org 

Councils: 916, 949, 1053,  1903, 3336, 
4026, 4042, 5266, 5396, 9333, 9583, 

11135, 11237, 14106

Max Yardley 
MDRT  

405-570-2179 
max.yardley@kofc.org 
Councils: 4601, 6477, 
8204, 12518, 12605

Michael Dalby 
MDRT  

405-638-1274 
michael.dalby@kofc.org 

Councils: 965, 1287, 2604, 4889, 
5168, 8523, 9900, 11648, 11909, 

12819, 12382, 16367
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October

1   Feast of St. Therese of the   
     Child Jesus.

1   Granny’s Attic Rummage Sale, 
     8 a.m. – 5 p.m., St. Benedict’s    
     Catholic Church, 632 N. 
     Kickapoo Ave., Shawnee.

1   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 a.m., 
     2453 Wilcox Dr., Norman. Con-
     tact Connie Lang, (405) 249-
     1041, potato.lang@gmail.com.

1   First Friday Adoration, Noon - 
     3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral 
     Center, 7501 Northwest 
     Expressway, OKC.

1   First Friday Sacred Heart Mass 
     at the Catholic Pastoral Center. 
     Exposition of the Blessed Sac-
     rament 5:30 p.m.; reconcili-
     ation prior to 7 p.m. Mass. Call 
     (405) 721-8944.
 
2   Feast of The Holy Guardian 
     Angels.

2   Granny’s Attic Rummage Sale, 
     8 a.m. – Noon, St. Benedict’s 
     Catholic Church, 632 N. 
     Kickapoo Ave., Shawnee.

2   Fall Festival, 5 p.m. – 9.p.m., 
     St. James the Greater Catholic 
     Church, 4201 S McKinley Ave., 
     OKC.

2   Lay Missionaries of Charity, 

    the lay order of the Missionaries 
    of Charity of St. Teresa of Cal-
    cutta, meeting, 10 a.m. at Holy 
    Innocents’ conference room. Any   
    lay person interested in living a 
    consecrated life is welcome.  
    Contact Toni Harrelson, (405) 
    694-1292, tonimah@sbcglobal.  
    net.

3  Twenty-Seventh Sunday in 
    Ordinary Time.

3  Fall Festival, 10 a.m.- 6 p.m., 
    St. James the Greater Catholic 
    Church, 4201 S McKinley Ave., 
    OKC.

3  St. Francis of Assisi Secular 
    Franciscan Fraternity of Greater 
    OKC meeting, 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
    via Zoom. Contact (316) 558-
    0422, billfull@cox.net.

3  Meeting of the Third Order (Lay) 
    Dominicans, 3 p.m. - 5 p.m., 
    St. Monica, Edmond (St. Am-
    brose Building) in room No. 105, 
    for any Catholic layperson 
    drawn to religious life. Call John 
    or Mary McClernon, (405) 313-
    6611, (405) 414-9407.

3  Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
    p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Norman. 
    Contact Connie Lang, (405) 249-
    1041, potato.lang@gmail.com.

4  Feast of St. Francis of Assisi.

5  Feast of Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos.

6   Feast of Bl. Marie Rose 
     Durocher.

6   Feast of St. Bruno.

7   Feast of Our Lady of the 
     Rosary.

7   Red Mass for legal profession-
     als, 6 p.m., The Cathedral of 
     Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
     3214 N. Lake Ave., OKC.

7   Charismatic Catholic prayer 
     meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
     toral Center. Contact Elaine, 
     (405) 314-5345, ccrprayers@
     gmail.com.

8   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 a.m., 
     2453 Wilcox Dr., Norman. Con-
     tact Connie Lang, (405) 249-
     1041, potato.lang@gmail.com.   

9   Feast of St. Denis and 
     Companions.

9   Feast of St. John Leonardi.

9   Benedictine Oblates meet the 
     second Saturday each month, 
     11 a.m. - 1 p.m. via Zoom. 
     For people who seek to live  
     more completely what it means  
     to be a Christian. Contact 
     Judith Martin, (405) 635-5665, 
     jmmartinosb@ yahoo.com.

9   Bingo, 6:30 p.m., St. Paul the 
     Apostle Catholic Church, 3901 
     S. Sunnylane Rd., Del City.
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Our Lady of LaVang 
Mass and celebration 
Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass for the feast day of Our 
Lady of LaVang on Sept. 12 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. Photos Chris Porter/Sooner 
Catholic.


