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Go Make Disciples

“When you lose hope, you 
can’t do it by yourself”

By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

Retrouvaille is a three-part guided 
program that was created to pro-
vide married couples with tools 
and resources to strengthen their 
marriage while placing an empha-

sis on the privacy of attending couples. The 
next Retrouvaille weekend is Aug. 27-29 at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center in Oklahoma City. 

Will and Brandi Ross, community coordi-
nators for Retrouvaille, are a testament to the 
strength of the program. The Rosses attended 
as a couple in 2017, and believed so strongly 
in the program that they knew they wanted to 
be involved. 

“We wouldn’t be sitting here talking to you 
right now if it wasn’t for this,” Brandi Ross 
said.

Like many married couples, the Rosses were 
struggling and didn’t know where to turn for 
help. 

“We didn’t have any guidance. Communica-
tion wasn’t something we knew. Retrouvaille 
was a lifeline for us; it gave us hope. It opened 
the door to communication, which was severe-
ly lacking,” she said. 

Brandi’s initial fear and concern about priva-
cy were quickly dismissed.

“I was terrified,” she said. “Privacy was very 
important to me, but all we had to do was lis-
ten. Nobody asked us to share anything.”

Retrouvaille is appropriate for married 
couples at all stages in their relationship. The 
program has been successful in helping cou-
ples with minor communication issues, cou-
ples who are already divorced and couples that 
struggle with anything in between.

“You don’t have to wait,” Will Ross explained. 
“Retrouvaille is a strengthening tool that can 
be used even before anything goes wrong!”

The Retrouvaille weekend is led by three 
presenting couples and a priest. Father Mark 
Mason has been involved with the program for 
about 10 years, and has seen firsthand the 
incredible things it has done for couples.

“I can see a difference from the beginning to 
the end of the weekend,” Father Mason said.

Although attending couples are never asked 

continued on page 8

WASHINGTON – Following 
passage of the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act in the 
U.S. Senate, Archbishop Paul S. 
Coakley of Oklahoma City, chair-

man of the U.S. 
Conference of 

the Catho-
lic Bishops’ 
Committee 
on Domes-
tic Justice 

and Human 
Development, 

issued the follow-
ing statement:

“We are grateful for the bipar-
tisan efforts of members of the 
Senate to pass the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act. As the 
bishops wrote to all members of 
Congress in April, we are inter-
ested in how the package affects 
those on the margins of soci-
ety and protects God’s creation. 
Aware that our environmental 
challenges are too big for any one 
bill, we are pleased that the legis-
lation reflects an integral ecology, 
with historic investments in public 
transit, rail, bridges and clean 
drinking water, and emphases on 
climate change mitigation, carbon 
capture and climate resilience. It 
also is very good to see expanded 
broadband internet access and 
the creation of new jobs. 

U.S. bishops’ 
chairman grateful 

to Senate for 
infrastructure bill, 
signals additional 

action

continued on page 8
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a For spouses. May the 
sacramental grace of mat-
rimony be a source of 
strength in the practice of 
virtue and holiness of life. 
We pray to the Lord. Lord, 
hear our prayer.

a Retreat in Daily Life
St. Ignatius of Loyola’s Re-
treat in Daily Life is offered 
throughout the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City from 
October to May. This weekly 
guided journey is rooted in 
Scripture and prayer. To 
learn more about the re-
treat and how to apply, visit 
archokc.org/spirituallife or 
contact Nancy Vargas at 
navargas54@gmail.com or 
Sherry Alexander at (405) 
315-7559. Applications and 
Interviews are conducted 
July 1 through Aug. 31.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

There is a significant difference between “may” and 
“must.” This is a key point in the ongoing conver-
sation regarding the ethics of vaccines and vaccine 
mandates, including COVID vaccines. This debate is 
heating up as students return to school, and work-
places are considering ways to slow the spread of 
COVID and avoid further lockdowns and disruptions. 

I want to state at the outset that I strongly en-
courage those who are eligible to receive the COVID 
vaccine and who do not have a serious reason for 
not doing so to get vaccinated. The Church is not 
anti-science. The rapid development of an effective 
COVID vaccine to battle the global pandemic is a tri-
umph, though not an unmitigated triumph.

Months before a COVID vaccine received FDA 
approval for emergency use, Catholic ethicists and 
others had been voicing concerns that vaccines 
under development should not rely on tainted cell 
lines derived from abortion either in their production 
or testing. Such a connection would involve at least 
some degree of material cooperation in the moral evil 
of abortion. It also could prove to be a deterrent to a 
successful rollout due to conscientious objection by 
some who will not receive a tainted vaccine.

As it turns out, all the approved vaccines have 
involved the use of abortion-derived cell lines harvest-
ed many years before either in their production or in 
testing. Nevertheless, given the gravity of the public 
health crisis and the remoteness of the level of coop-
eration in the moral evil of abortion both the Vatican 
and the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops judged 
that Catholics may licitly receive these vaccines. If 
possible, one should choose the vaccine with the least 
or no connection to abortion, should such a vaccine 
be developed. 

The judgment of the Vatican and the U.S. bishops 
regarding the moral permissibility of receiving the 
COVID vaccine was received by many as a moral and 
ethical endorsement of these vaccines. That would be 
overstating the facts. In effect, these statements indi-
cate that a person in good conscience can discern to 
accept the vaccine, even though current vaccines do 
involve a remote material cooperation in abortion. 

Given the exigencies of public health, the impor-
tance of protecting oneself and those around us, and 
the fact that there are no other totally acceptable 
alternatives, the judgment of these statements should 
be received as a permission, perhaps even a reluctant 
permission. It is saying, “You may receive the vac-
cine” in good conscience. It does not state that “you 
must” receive it. Many have formed their own con-
science accordingly and received the vaccine – I have. 

In Catholic moral 
teaching a person must 
never act against the 
judgment of their own 
conscience. As Cath-
olics we have a duty, 
of course, to properly 
form our consciences 
based on the facts of the case, sound moral reason-
ing, God’s word and the teaching of the Church. Even 
those without faith have a duty to obey the judg-
ment of their conscience based on the natural law 
inscribed in every human heart. A person must never 
be coerced to act against the judgment of their own 
conscience. 

It is quite apparent that many have discerned they 
are not ready or able to receive a COVID vaccine. I 
have heard various reasons for this reluctance. Some-
times it is simply their judgment that the science 
itself has not yet arrived at a compelling level of certi-
tude about the vaccine’s safety. These persons might 
change their discernment once full FDA approval is 
granted to a COVID vaccine. Others remain troubled 
in conscience by the abortion-tainted cell lines from 
which vaccines have been developed or tested. What-
ever the source of reluctance, the fact remains that 
a person may not act against their conscience. They 
should always strive to resolve whatever doubts their 
conscience may have before acting upon it.

In December 2020, the Vatican’s Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith wrote that “vaccination is 
not, as a rule, a moral obligation.” Consequently, it 
should be voluntary. In certain settings such as for 
those working in health care, the duty to receive a 
vaccine to protect the vulnerable cannot be taken 
lightly. Prudential judgments always are part of the 
discernment.  

The Church has taken a middle position on vac-
cines respecting the role of conscience. It acknowl-
edges that people may, in good conscience, receive 
the vaccine while others might judge, based on its 
connection with abortion derived cell lines, that they 
cannot.

Based on Catholic moral principles, a person might 
judge that they “may,” in good conscience, receive the 
vaccine. Catholic moral principles do not make the 
leap and say that a person “must” receive the vaccine, 
especially when it is against the judgment of his or 
her own conscience. Vaccine mandates in workplaces 
ought to include a conscience exemption to the extent 
that this is possible. Consciences cannot be coerced 
without a grave violation of human dignity.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Where is the line between 
“may” and “must?”

Father in heaven,
all creation rightly 

gives you praise, for all 
life and all  holiness 

come from you.
In the plan of your 

wisdom she who bore 
the Christ in her womb 
was raised body and 

soul in glory to be with 
him in heaven.

May we follow her 
example in reflecting your 
holiness and join in her 

hymn of endless love 
and praise.

We ask this through 
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Aug. 17 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Aug. 17 – All Staff meeting, 12:30 p.m., CPC 
Aug. 17 – Department Directors meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Aug. 17 – Mass and dedication of Our Lady of Sorrows Chapel, 4 p.m., Resurrection Memorial Cemetery, OKC 
Aug. 19 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
Aug. 19 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
Aug. 19 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Aug. 19 – Vocations Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC 
Aug. 19 – An Evening with Royals event benefiting Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High School, 6 p.m., Oklahoma 
City Golf and Country Club
Aug. 20 – Joint meeting of U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
11 a.m., via Zoom
Aug. 21 – Mass and dedication of new church, 10 a.m., Holy Spirit, Mustang
Aug. 22 – Mass of installation of rector, 10 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
Aug. 24 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
Aug. 26 – Catholic Charities Annual Mass and meeting, 9 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
OKC 
Aug. 28 – Confirmation and 125th anniversary celebration, 5 p.m., Sacred Heart, Mangum
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Archdiocese of Oklahoma City names new director 
of Catholic education

What is a Pilgrimage? A pilgrimage 
is a “physical component of the path 
of one’s heart toward God” (Deborah 
Castellano Lubov).

The Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine 
site was one of the feast day pilgrim-
age locations visited by El Camino de 
Apla’s, which brought many of the 
faithful’s hearts to the path to God. 
The heat was certainly not an issue for 
the pilgrims who were very excited to 
participate in this amazing experience.

Pilgrims came from all over the 
country, including Ardmore, Chicka-
sha, Edmond, Ponca City, Oklahoma 
City, Weatherford, Louisiana, Texas, 
Nebraska, New York and New Jersey. 
Thank you to the wonderful volunteers 
from the Catholic Pastoral Center who 
helped staff the shrine site and escort 
pilgrims.    rothershrine.org

Rother shrine update

OKLAHOMA CITY – Archbishop Coakley 
announced Aug. 4 the hiring of Lara Schuler 
as the new director of Catholic education for 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City. Schuler most recently 
served as assistant super-
intendent of schools for the 
Diocese of Nashville.

“Lara’s experience and com-
mitment to Catholic education 
will be a tremendous asset for 
our principals, teachers, stu-
dents and families. She will be 
an integral part of our effort 
to ensure that our schools are 
places that foster an encoun-
ter with Jesus Christ and help 
guide each generation on a 
path to discipleship,” Arch-
bishop Coakley said.

Schuler, a practicing Cath-
olic, spent the past two years 
as the assistant superintendent of schools for 
the Diocese of Nashville where she led three 
schools through a strategic planning process 
and assisted in obtaining funding close to 
$800,000 for needed facility renovations at 
two schools that have had a positive impact on 
the school communities and their enrollment. 
As an administrator, principal and teacher 

she created a teacher mentoring program, a 
PreK teacher training program, led curriculum 
reviews and worked with schools on facility 

improvement projects. 
She is a graduate of Linwood 

University in Saint Charles, Mo., 
where she earned a bachelor’s 
degree in adult learning and com-
munications, and Samford Univer-
sity in Homewood, Ala., where she 
earned a master’s degree in educa-
tional leadership. She received her 
religious education certification at 
Paul VI Institute in Saint Louis.

“I am ready and excited to work 
with our educators to design a 
path forward for Catholic schools, 
especially after this challenging 
year. There are so many wonderful 
things going on in the archdiocese 
and I look forward to learning more 
from pastors, principals, teachers 

and families about investing in their children’s 
futures,” Schuler said.  

Schuler follows Diane Floyd who served as 
Superintendent of Catholic Schools for five 
years before accepting an administrative posi-
tion at Mount Saint Mary Catholic High School 
in Oklahoma City. 

Floyd was among the members of a hiring 

committee created to set the guidelines for a 
new position – Director of Catholic Education. 
The director also will serve as superintendent. 
The position ensures that Catholic schools in 
the archdiocese pursue and maintain excel-
lence in academics within the Catholic intel-
lectual tradition and are joyful and respectful 
communities of faith formation. Schuler will be 
part of the Secretariat for Evangelization and 
Catechesis at the Catholic Pastoral Center. 

Jim Beckman, executive director of the secre-
tariat, said as students in secular society face 
uncertainty and confusion, strong leadership 
and guidance in Catholic schools is paramount 
in creating well-rounded faithful citizens who 
can be successful in their vocations.

“The Church in our archdiocese must be a 
place where the path of conversion and disci-
pleship is clearly marked and easy to access,” 
Beckman said. “Lara and our Catholic school 
leaders will continue to help define this path 
moving forward. We are all about making disci-
ples.”  

Schuler and her husband of 32 years, Wil-
liam, will be moving to Oklahoma City, a move 
that will bring them closer to their son, Antho-
ny, and his fiancé, Taylor, who live in Dallas.  

For more information about Catholic schools 
in the archdiocese, go online to archokc.org/
schools.

Lara Schuler

Official Assignment
Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Effective Aug. 6

Parish administrator

Dcn. Paul A. Albert

St. Teresa of Avila Catholic 
Church, Harrah, and its 
mission, St. Vincent de Paul 
Catholic Church, McLoud (in 
addition to current diaconal 
ministry assignment at St. 
Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC)

Catholic Charities kicks off annual appeal to help 
most vulnerable in Oklahoma

Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City has kicked off its an-
nual appeal with the theme 
“The rich and the poor have 
this in common: the Lord is 
the maker of them all,” from 
Proverbs 22:2. 

“For more than 100 years, 
Catholic Charities has 
been serving our neighbors 
and making a difference in 
the lives of men, women, 
children and families – all 

thanks to your generous 
support through financial 
gifts and prayer,” Archbish-
op Coakley said. “Together 
we can improve the lives of 
everyone served through the 
programs at Catholic Chari-
ties and assist the most vul-
nerable in our communities.”

This past year, Catholic 
Charities raised more than 
$2.7 million during the 
Catholic Charities Annual 
Appeal! This year, the goal is 

to raise $2.8 million – with 
every dollar going to assist 
the vulnerable members of 
the community.

“If you look around, you 
can see the scars of home-
lessness and poverty every 
day in Oklahoma,” said 
Christi Jeffreys, director of 
annual giving. “The Catho-
lic Charities Annual Appeal 
helps those in our communi-
ty who need help, mercy and 
hope.”
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

The Sooner Catholic has been the stan-
dard bearer for Catholic journalism in 
western Oklahoma since 1974. It is 

however, the sixth iteration in Catholic publica-
tions.

The need for uniquely Catholic news was 
paramount from the beginning of the Church 
in Oklahoma. The primary missionaries who 
brought the faith – the Benedictines of Sacred 
Heart Abbey – presented The Indian Advocate 
in 1888 and published four times a year. From 
1901-1910, it was a monthly. It ceased publica-
tion in 1910.

In 1915, the head of Saint Joseph’s Orphan-
age, Father John Kekeisen started The Or-
phan’s Record as a monthly magazine. While 
not the most appealing of titles, it synthesized 
local news and essays from national figures. 
The first editors were two future diocesan 
chancellors, Fathers McGuire and De Hasque. 
Later, another important personality in Okla-
homa Church history, Monsignor John Dudek, 
an accomplished writer, edited it until it ceased 
operations in 1922, giving way to The Catholic 
Home.

Joseph Quinn was the first editor and moved 
his family first to Hartshorne (where the publi-
cation took place at the Carmelite printing fa-
cility) and then to Oklahoma City. The Catholic 
Home was a weekly and lasted two years before 
the new bishop, Francis Kelley, changed the 
name to the Southwest Courier in 1924.

Quinn set out to make the newspaper an 
exemplary publication. From all accounts, he 
succeeded. He penned a brilliant weekly column 
“Fore and Aft,” which was said to have been the 
most widely quoted of any Catholic publication 
in America for the time. His obituaries of de-
ceased priests were far from the bare recitation 
of facts and gave priceless insights into the 
person and their mark in the world. 

Joseph Quinn retired in 1960. Upon his death 
in 1963, The Oklahoma Courier, as it was now 
known, offered this glowing opinion: “Mr. Quinn 
has been the single layman who did the most 
for the Church and our diocese. … He dedicat-
ed his entire adult life, a life possessed of many 
talents, to the establishment of the Church in 

Oklahoma.”
The name change in 1960 to the Okla-
homa Courier signaled a different era. 
Father John Joyce took the paper into 
a decidedly different direction. The 

tumultuous 1960s 
posed challenges 
for society and the 
Church. Some were 
not pleased with 
the stands taken by 
Father Joyce, espe-
cially his opposition 
to the Vietnam War 
although Bishop 
Reed had been one 
of the first bishops 
to decry the involve-
ment of the United 
States in the war. 

Since parishes 
had to pay for the 
Courier, many were 
furious with its con-
tent. Ironically, the 
Oklahoma Courier, which had been a champion 
of lay participation, was directed by the Pasto-
ral Board (a board consisting of lay people and 
priests to work with the bishop on decisions 
affecting the diocese) to cease publication in 
1969. Conservatives did not like the content 
and liberals objected to parishes paying for a 
publication many did not want.

Father Joyce started his own publication, 
The Oklahoma Observer, which he later sold 
to Frosty Troy. It became, primarily, a political 
opinion magazine that is still published today.

No diocesan publication existed until 1974 
when Archbishop Quinn instructed Father 
David Monahan to start the Sooner Catholic, 
first as a bulletin then as a newspaper. Under 
Father Monahan’s direction, it again became 
a vibrant voice for the new archdiocese just 
recently created in February of 1973. Jeanne 
Devlin became editor in 1994, Ray Dyer in 2002 
and Tina Korbe Dzurisin briefly in 2013. 

In 2014, the current editor, Diane Clay, be-
came editor of the Sooner Catholic. Using her 
20 years of journalism experience, and with 
the design talent of Managing Editor Dana 
Attocknie, the newspaper has gained numerous 
local and national Catholic media awards. 

Much of the success of the Sooner Catholic 
can be attributed to the journalists who came 
before who possessed a deep and abiding desire 
to help Catholicism grow and prosper in Okla-
homa.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Joseph Quinn

Blessed Stanley Rother, an 
alumnus of Conception Seminary, 
a priest ordained for the Diocese 
of Oklahoma City and Tulsa in 
1963, a missionary to Guatemala, 
a pastor and a martyr, has been 
added to the saints on the proper 
calendar of the Diocese of Kansas 

City-Saint Joseph.
 Bishop James Johnston peti-

tioned the Vatican’s Congregation 
for Divine Worship with the re-
quest, and received the approval 
this year. They will celebrate on 
his feast day – July 28.

The diocese is the first one out-

side of the Oklahoma City prov-
ince and the Diocese of Sololá to 
receive permission to celebrate 
Bl. Stanley’s feast day. The prov-
ince includes the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City, the Diocese of 
Tulsa and the Diocese of Little 
Rock. 

Bl. Stanley Rother added to the proper 
calendar of the Diocese of Kansas City-

St. Joseph
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Catholic Charities doubles funding for 
Sanctuary Women’s Development Center

Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org

OKLAHOMA CITY – Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City held its 12th annual fundraiser for 
Sanctuary Women’s Development Center at Dunlap Cod-
ding with a record-setting number of attendees raising 
more than $48,000.

“It was a fun-filled evening raising money for a worthy cause,” said 
Jessi Riesenberg, senior director of development and outreach at Cath-
olic Charities. “It was wonderful seeing the crowd enjoying themselves 
and coming together to support Sanctuary Women’s Development 
Center. I am grateful to each sponsor, vendor and attendee for making 
the night a tremendous success by doubling the funds typically raised 
at this event.”

Sanctuary Women’s Development Center offers at-risk women and 
children a secure, empowering environment where they can obtain 
social services, receive life-skills training and work alongside a case 
manager to achieve independence.  

“This funding directly impacts the women’s abilities to secure 
housing, food, identification and other major necessities we 
might take for granted,” said Racheal Singley, director of Sanctu-
ary Women’s Development Center. “The financial gifts from this 
event provide women a safe place to shelter from the elements 
when they have nowhere else to go. When we help them feel safe 
and empowered, they are more likely to succeed.”

For more information on Sanctuary Women’s Development 
Center, visit catholiccharitiesok.org/get-help/homeless-services/
sanctuary-womens-development-center.

Participants at the 12th 
annual Reds, Whites 
& Brews on July 23 
at Dunlap Codding in 
Oklahoma City. Photos 
provided.

St. Peter Catholic Church in Woodward welcomed 
their new priest July 31. Fr. Cristobal De Loera 
was installed as pastor of the parish and its mis-
sions - his first assignment as pastor after serving 
as associate pastor in the archdiocese for seven 
years. The Mass was celebrated by Archbishop 
Coakley and concelebrated by Fr. Stephen Bird, 
Fr. Rex Arnold and Fr. Christu Raj Maddhichetty. 
Photos Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.
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American Indian Catholic Outreach 
Princess Arlene Schonchin represent-
ed AICO at the annual Oklahoma City 
Powwow Club’s Indian Hills Pow-
wow July 23-24 in Oklahoma City. 
Schonchin and her family are parish-
ioners at Blessed Sacrament Cath-
olic Church in Lawton. Photo Dana 
Attocknie/Sooner Catholic. 

The Oklahoma Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
state officers attended the national and territorial officers 
conference in Scottsdale, Ariz., in July. During the gath-
ering, the national board approved a resolution submitted 
by Director Theressa Cersovski to promote devotion to Bl. 
Stanley Rother by praying for the “Cause of Canonization 
of Blessed Stanley Rother.”

Blessed Stanley served at the diocese’s mission in Gua-
temala. On July 28, 1981, he was executed in the rectory. 
Pope Francis officially recognized Father Rother as a mar-
tyr for the faith on Dec. 1, 2016.

The Catholic Daughters is one of the oldest and larg-
est organizations of Catholic women in the Americas 
with 63,000 dues-paying members in 1,150 courts (local 
chapters) in 45 states, Puerto Rico, Mexico, Guam and the 
Virgin Islands. The passage of this resolution acknowledg-
es the support and prayer by all the members of the CDA 
for the canonization of Bl. Stanley Rother.

(Left to right) Debra Brzozowski, Oklahoma second vice 
state regent; Karla Ludwig, Oklahoma state secretary; Fr. 
James Caldwell, Oklahoma state chaplain; Karin Dudash, 
Oklahoma state regent; Jo Ella Newbury, Oklahoma state 
treasurer; and Karen Huber, Oklahoma first vice state 
regent. Photo provided.

St. Benedict Catholic Church’s Parish Guild in Shawnee held their first 
meeting for the new Parish Guild year on Aug. 3. Anyone interested in 
the Parish Guild can contact Nancy Perry at nancyperry1947@yahoo.
com. Photo provided. 
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Bishop David Konderla from the Dio-
cese of Tulsa was the speaker at the 
Assembly of Catholic Professionals 
luncheon Aug. 5 in downtown Oklaho-
ma City. Bishop Konderla spoke about 
his work on marriage and family with 
the USCCB and took questions about 
some of the issues facing the Church 
today. To learn more about ACP or to 
join Archbishop Coakley at the next 
luncheon, go online to archokc.org/acp. 
Photo Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.

First Holy Communion at St. Patrick 
Catholic Church in Anadarko. Photo 
provided.

To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

Parishioners at Holy Family Catholic Church in Lawton gathered for a 
Back-to-Church carnival on July 3. Photos Jolene Schonchin/Sooner 
Catholic. 
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“Wonderfully 
Made”

The archdiocesan Marriage 
and Family Life Office hosted 
“Wonderfully Made,” a moth-
er-daughter brunch on Aug. 7 

at the Catholic Pastoral Center in Oklaho-
ma City. 

There was a talk on being wonderfully 
made in the image and likeness of God, 
an overview of fertility cycles, an intro-
duction to Theology of the Body, Q and A, 
prayer and a meal. 

The keynote speak-
er was Paula Uma-
na, the No. 1 tennis 
player in Costa Rica 
who developed a 
neurological condi-
tion that rendered 
her paralyzed. She 
credits her abil-
ity to walk with 
the help of spe-
cial braces to the 
prayers of her 
family and community. Her 
book “40 Gifts of Hope: Encouragement 
in times of sickness and suffering” can be 
found on Amazon in English and Spanish. 

The medical speakers for the brunch 
were Dr. Alyssa Penick, Dr. Alejandra 
de Santiago and Dr. Lauren Fehr. The 
Theology of the Body speakers were Con-
nie Jackson and Noelle Garcia McHugh. 

Emcees for the event 
were Theresa Van Ness 
and Maria de Loera. 
ASL Interpreters were 
Joan Blake and Rebecca 
Smith. 

Learn more about 
Theology of the Body  
at archokc.org/  
theologyofthebody.

Photos Chris Porter/
Sooner Catholic. 

JOHN PAUL II
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He Created Them
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to share anything about their marriage, pre-
senting couples do.

“I hear the stories of the presenting couples 
and I always stand back and say how in the 
world did they ever make it through? It really 
is a miracle of healing that 
they are together today, 
and very much in love 
with each other,” Father 
Mason said.

The success rate of 
Retrouvaille can be at-
tributed partially to the 
format, which includes 
post-sessions after the 
initial weekend. The 12 
sessions are designed to 
build on the foundation by providing further 
communication tools. These follow up sessions 
as well as monthly support meetings are an 
essential component of the program, ensuring 
that couples maintain the forward momentum 
from the weekend. 

Father Mason explained the importance of 
effective communication in marriages.

“We live in a culture with a give up and get 
out attitude,” he said. “But, we take those 
same issues with us, right into the next rela-
tionship.”

Retrouvaille helps couples learn how to com-

municate on a totally different level. They begin 
to heal, trust, forgive and love in ways they 
never expected.”

Jack and Marycarol Page have served as a 
presenting couple for Retrouvaille, and have 
seen many marriages become whole again 
thanks to the communication tools, resources 

and support that the pro-
gram and presenting couples 
provide.

“We give couples tools that 
are immediately doable and 
relatable,” Marycarol stated. 
“There are things couples 
can do right away to start 
healing their marriage.”

Rooted in theology, the 
program encourages person-
al responsibility and com-

passion for your spouse. 
The Pages’ said their experience with Retrou-

vaille saved their marriage when it felt too far 
beyond repair.

“When you lose hope, you can’t do it by 
yourself,” she said. “Making that journey with 
people who have been there is what helped us. 
We had to have someone walk with us when we 
couldn’t do it ourselves. What is taught is a re-
ally great bridge for spouses to see and accept 
each other, to forgive and rebuild the marriage 
into the sacrament they were meant to have.”

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Be Light
M A R R I A G E  E N R I C H M E N T  C O U P L E S  R E T R E A T

When?

What?

R E G I S T E R  O N L I N E

Featured Presenters: 
Ryan & Mary Rose Verret

Where?

Saturday, November 6, 2021
9:00 am - 3:00 pm                                                                                   
Cost $50 per couple                                                                                            
Lunch Provided

St. Monica Catholic Church, in the Parish Hall
2001 N. Western Ave., Edmond, OK 73012                                  
 

Contact Dr. Alexander Schimpf at aschimpf@archokc.org or 405-709-2755

One-day marriage enrichment retreat on forming 
evangelizing spouses with Ryan and Mary Rose Verret 
sponsored by the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

 
RETREAT FOR MARRIED COUPLES

archokc.org/marriageretreat

continued from page 1

“There also are some areas, high-
lighted in our April letter, that we 
urge Congress to continue working 
together to address. These include in-
vesting in decent housing and rental 
assistance, continuing the expansion 
of the Earned Income Tax Credit, 
making the Child Tax Credit perma-
nently refundable, expanding access 
to in-home care for family members, 
ensuring quality and affordable 
childcare options, paid sick leave, 
parental leave, and other supports for 
families, as well as legalization and 
a path to citizenship for Dreamers, 
Temporary Protected Status/Deferred 
Enforced Departure holders, mi-
grant agricultural workers, and other 
undocumented essential workers. In 
addition, as Pope Francis recently 
emphasized, we continue to call for 
universal access to good and afford-
able health care. 

“We continue to be resolute in our 
insistence that no taxpayer funding 
go to abortion. It is critical that any 
proposal to expand health care cov-
erage avoid an expansion of taxpayer 
funding of abortion. We also note 
with disappointment that a provision 
in the current legislation would ad-
vance a false understanding of gen-
der and sexuality, and we affirm that 
Catholic institutions must be free to 
serve everyone with respect and dig-
nity in accordance with our beliefs.   

“As work continues, we ask Con-
gress to give consideration to these 
views and work together to promote 
the common good and the dignity of 
everyhuman person.”

continued from page 1

Aug. 27-29
Register at 

helpourmarriage.org

Retrouvaille 
marriage ministry

“When you lose hope, you 
can’t do it by yourself”
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Marian University opens state-of-the-art 
learning lab for nursing students

OKLAHOMA CITY – Marian University opened 
its state-of-the-art learning lab for nursing stu-
dents on Aug. 3. The lab is located in the IBC 
Bank Building, 3817 Northwest Expressway, 
Suite 450.

Along with rigorous coursework, students 
can put their skills to work in an interactive 
learning simulation.

“Here, students can make decisions in a 
safe environment before delivering real-world, 
patient-centered care as part of their clinical 
rotations at local hospitals,” said Dr. Michelle 
Pivacek Garrison, academic director of Marian 
University’s Leighton School of Nursing. “And, 
classes are small with a low student-to-faculty 
ratio.”

Marian University has similar programs in 

Indianapolis and Nashville. 
The program is designed to relieve a shortage 

of skilled nurses. 
“Not only are we serving an aging population, 

but many nurses are leaving the field altogeth-
er,” Garrison said. “These issues are exacerbat-
ed by a global pandemic and university nurs-
ing education programs that are at capacity 
and unable to accept new students.”

In 2019, more than 80,000 qualified appli-
cants with a passion for nursing were turned 
away from college and university nursing 
programs nationwide. The reasons: a lack of 
faculty, clinical placements and space, accord-
ing to the American Association of Colleges of 
Nursing.

Marian University’s program in Oklahoma 

City has three start dates per year in January, 
May and August. Qualified students must have 
a bachelor’s degree in a non-nursing field.

For more information, visit onlineabsn.mari-
an.edu/oklahoma-city.

Founded in 1936, Marian University is a 
nonprofit, faith-based learning institution that 
provides students, no matter their fields of 
study, with a quality education framed within 
the context of Franciscan values.

 The university welcomes students of all 
faiths who seek a quality, student-centered ed-
ucational experience grounded in dignity of the 
individual; peace and justice; reconciliation; 
and responsible stewardship. 

On Aug. 7, Fr. 
Arokiasamy (Swamy) 
Andarias from Sts. 
Peter and Paul Cath-
olic Church in Hobart 
baptized identical 
triplet girls Aspen, 
Kensli and Lakyn. 
The parents are TJ 
and Stephanie Nor-
man. Photo provided.

More than 600 supporters of vocations joined Archbishop Coakley on Aug. 10 
to celebrate the 21 seminarians of the archdiocese at the 2021 Archbishop’s 
Dinner. To support seminarian education, go to cfook.org/dinner. Look for 
more photos from the dinner in the Aug. 29 issue of the Sooner Catholic.
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Blessed Stanley Rother 
Feast Day 2021

Hundreds of people in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, the Diocese of Tulsa, the Diocese of Little Rock, Ark., and parishes in the 
Diocese of Sololá in Guatemala celebrated the 40th anniversary of Blessed Stanley Rother’s martyrdom on his Feast Day, July 28. 
In the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, Archbishop Beltran celebrated Mass at Bl. Stanley’s childhood parish of Holy Trinity Cath-
olic Church in Okarche. The faithful also participated in El Camino de Apla’s and a Blessed Stanley Rother Pilgrimage by visiting 
a handful of sites related to Blessed Stanley. Photos Diane Clay, Dana Attocknie, Avery Holt, Nancy Largent/Sooner Catholic and 
provided.

Prayer for the Canonization of  
Blessed Stanley Rother

O God, fount of all holiness,
make us each walk worthily in our 

vocation, through the intercession of 
your Saints, on whom you bestowed a 

great variety of graces on earth.
Having graced your Church with the 

life of your priest and martyr, 
Blessed Stanley Rother,

grant that by his intercession this 
humble flock may reach

where the brave shepherd has gone.
Grant that your Church may proclaim 
him a saint living in your presence and 

interceding for us.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Center of Family Love 
  LOVE RUN 2021 
           Sept 18th  
 Registration 9am-11am  
 

Winnings will be announced at 2pm 
$20.00 First hand  
$10 Add’l hands 

 
CASH PRIZES  
High & Low Hand 

$200/$50 
                    

 
 

All Proceeds will go to the Center of Family Love, Okarche 
 For questions, please call or text Tim Burns President OKC Diocese Knights on 
Bikes 580-660-0413 or Shantell Burns 580-660-6277 Email tim1burns@yahoo.com  

 In God we Trust & Ride 
 

 

Hosted by the 
Oklahoma 

Knights on Bikes 

 
Okarche-Center Family Love 

Watonga-Subway/Loves Travel 
Thomas-ASAP General Store 

Butler-Fire Dept. 
Foss-Copper Cove Marina 

Knights on Bikes Oklahoma Now Accepting 

ALL ARE WELCOME!!  
We wanna see those  

HOT RODS! 

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church in Lawton held Totus Tuus from June 27 
to July 2. Photos Jolene Schonchin/Sooner Catholic.

ToTus Tuus
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National Eucharistic Revival aims 
“to light fire” among the faithful
By Maria Wiering 

Catholic News Service

ST. PAUL, Minn. – Catholics can expect add-
ed emphasis on the Eucharist at all levels of 
the church beginning next summer, culminat-
ing in a large-scale national event in 2024.

Auxiliary Bishop Andrew H. Cozzens of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis, chairman of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on 
Evangelization and Catechesis, detailed a three-
year National Eucharistic Revival initiative and 
announced plans for a national event in his 
committee update June 18, the last day of the 
U.S. bishops’ three-day virtual spring assembly.

Called a “Eucharistic Revival: My Flesh for 
the Life of the World,” the initiative aims to 
“renew the church by enkindling a living rela-
tionship with the Lord Jesus Christ in the holy 
Eucharist,” Bishop Cozzens said in a prere-
corded presentation.

The revival is part of the U.S. bishops’ 2021-
2024 strategic plan, “Created Anew by the 
Body and Blood of Christ: Source of Our Heal-
ing and Hope,” approved last November. The 
prelates discussed the revival in USCCB re-
gional meetings in November, Bishop Cozzens 
said, noting that while some bishops expressed 
reservations about a national event, “many 
called it a ‘providential’ moment for us.”

Bishop Cozzens described the revival as “a 
movement of Catholics across the United States, 
healed, converted, formed and unified by an en-
counter with Jesus in the Eucharist -- and sent 
out in mission for the life of the world.”

“We hope at the end of these three years, we 
will have formed and sent more than 100,000 
missionaries who are ready to share the love of 
Jesus Christ in the Eucharist with our world,” 
he said.

The revival is designed to impact every level 
of the church, from the home and parish to 
the national stage. It is scheduled to begin 
next summer with a yearlong diocesan reviv-
al focused on “forming and engaging renewal 
movements and apostolates to provide events 
in every diocese,” Bishop Cozzens said.

That year will include a national corps 
of eucharistic preachers available to speak at 
diocesan and regional events, formation events 
for priests and diocesan leaders, and online 
training to form lay “eucharistic missionaries” 
for parish revival.

“Dioceses could have Corpus Christi celebra-
tions, days of adoration and reconciliation, as 
well as days of eucharistic evangelization and 
service,” Bishop Cozzens said in his presenta-
tion.

The second year would involve parishes and 
include small groups and training of eucharis-
tic missionaries, which Bishop Cozzens de-
scribed as “parish lay leaders who could help 
to organize and carry out the revival at the 
parish level, sent forth to evangelize and serve 
those in need.”

The third year will include the national event, 
followed by efforts to “animate and strengthen 
those missionaries who return to their diocese 
and parishes” and the sending of those mis-
sionaries “out to the margins to invite people 
into our eucharistic communities,” Bishop 
Cozzens said.

Discussion of a National Eucharistic Reviv-
al began under Auxiliary Bishop Robert E. Bar-
ron of Los Angeles, chairman of the USCCB’s 
evangelization committee from 2017-2020. It 

was prompted in part by a 2019 Pew Research 
study that found 69% of Catholics don’t believe 
the church’s teaching that Jesus is truly pres-
ent in the Eucharist.

The COVID-19 pandemic delayed the reviv-
al’s planning, but it also deepened the need 
for it, Bishop Cozzens said, as its impact on 
Catholics’ post-pandemic Mass attendance is 
still unclear. Additionally, church leaders “are 
aware of the need to the religiously unaffiliated 
and to prevent further disaffiliation,” he said.

Meanwhile, he said, the church has a 200-
year history of rekindling Catholics’ love for 
the gift of the Eucharist through eucharis-
tic congresses, including an International Eu-
charistic Congress in Chicago in 1926 and one 
held Philadelphia in 1976. National eucharis-
tic congresses also held frequently throughout 
the United States in the first part of the 20th 
century, and some dioceses continue to hold 
local congresses.

“Right now, the church in the United States 
needs the healing and the unity that can flow 
from rekindling our love for the Eucharist,” 
Bishop Cozzens said. “We need to rekindle the 
love of our people so they can become mission-
aries and reach out to the margins as we are 
called to do by ‘Fratelli Tutti,’” Pope Francis’ 
2020 encyclical.

The plan for the revival includes five pillars:
-- To foster encounters with Jesus through 

kerygmatic proclamation and experiences 
of eucharistic devotion.

-- To contemplate and proclaim the doctrine 
of the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist 
through the truth of the church’s teaching, the 
beauty of the church’s worship and goodness 
of a life of service.

-- To empower grassroots creativity by part-
nering with movements, apostolates, educa-
tional institutions and parishes.

-- To reach the smallest unit: parish small 
groups and families.

-- To embrace and learn from the various rich 
intercultural eucharistic traditions.

“This is not simply about good teaching, but 
about encountering the living person of Jesus 
Christ,” Bishop Cozzens said. “We want to 
provide transformational experiences that allow 
that true encounter.”

He emphasized that a plan for the revival has 
been developed in consultation with diocesan 
and parish leaders, theologians and evangelis-
tic leaders. The national event is key to making 
this a national movement, he said.

“With this national event, it becomes a pil-
grimage that we are making together and it 
creates the sense that 
the whole country is 
a part of this revival,” 
he said.

Bishop Cozzens 
said the revival pro-
cess would imitate 
the V Encuentro 
process, an initiative 
that took place from 
2015-2018 in the 
U.S. Catholic Church 
on ministry to Latino 
and Hispanic Cath-
olics, by aiming to 
reach Catholics on all 
levels of the church.

But he noted that 
leaders around the 
country have “en-

couraged us to think of a larger, more mission-
ary event, that would be more like a eucharis-
tic congress, more like the World Meeting of 
Families or World Youth Day.”

“This kind of event could start a missionary 
fire across our country when 100,000 people 
come together to encounter Christ in the Eu-
charist and be sent out on mission.”

The evangelization committee will seek ap-
proval for a plan for the national event at the 
bishops’ November meeting, Bishop Cozzens 
said.

In a 33-minute live discussion of the reviv-
al following his report, bishops shared their 
enthusiasm about the plan but asked about 
more strongly connecting the Eucharist to 
proclaiming the word of God; well-celebrated 
liturgies and the sacrament of reconciliation; 
adding regional events to the revival timeline; 
and the revival’s potential relationship to the 
synod process Pope Francis has requested of 
dioceses worldwide.

Bishop Jaime Soto of Sacramento, California, 
said the connection between the Eucharist and 
Catholic charity should not be “underestimat-
ed” in the revival. Bishop Oscar Cantú of San 
Jose, California, stressed the importance of 
drawing leaders from different cultures within 
the U.S. church.

Archbishop George J. Lucas of Omaha, 
Nebraska, affirmed the plan and emphasized 
the need for evangelization, including among 
Catholics who are active in the church but 
have never experienced a personal encounter 
with Jesus Christ.

He also suggested planning the revival might 
be enhanced by more research about why 
some Catholics don’t believe in the Real Pres-
ence, what approach would be most effective in 
reaching those Catholics, and how to measure 
the revival’s impact.

The report on a National Eucharistic Reviv-
al came the day after the bishops debated and 
voted on a proposal to draft a teaching docu-
ment on the “meaning of the Eucharist in the 
life of the church.” The vote, announced June 
18, was 168 to 55 to approve the proposal. 
There were six abstentions.

Topics it is to address include the real pres-
ence of the body and blood of Christ in Com-
munion; unity, beauty and identity as the 
“fount and apex of the whole Christian life”; 
and moral transformation, eucharistic consis-
tency and missionary discipleship.

Wiering is editor of The Catholic Spirit, news-
paper of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis.
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Jobs Box
Executive director - OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City has an immediate opening for 
an executive director at St. Ann 
Retirement Center. The executive 
director is responsible for provid-
ing comprehensive leadership for a 
senior living community in oper-
ational management, goal setting 
and long-term growth. The execu-
tive director is accountable for staff 
management, development and 
engagement, resident and family 
satisfaction, resident occupancy 
levels, regulatory and budget com-
pliance, and sales and marketing 
activities in order to meet or exceed 
occupancy and revenue targets. 
The executive director actively 
promotes the mission, philosophies 
and values in all daily interactions 
with employees, residents and fam-
ilies. Submit a resume and cover 
letter to nlargent@archokc.org.

Archdiocesan Catholic school 
coordinators - OKC 

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking two education 
coordinators. The coordinator for 
formation and academic renew-
al serves to advance the mission 
of the archdiocese and Catholic 
schools by developing, executing 
and supervising a plan for the 
continuous renewal of the intel-
lectual formation of teachers and 
students. The coordinator for op-
erations provides staff support to 
the director of Catholic education 
and in particular support to prin-
cipals for the operational tasks of 
19 Catholic schools. Catholics in 
good standing, with a strong desire 
to assist the Church in faithfully 
and responsibly communicating 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the 
mission, ministry and needs of the 
Catholic Church a must. Three to 
five years’ experience in teaching a 
must. Catholic school administra-
tive experience preferred at either 
the building level and/or central 
office. Send resume to mmills@
archokc.org.

Production assistant 
The Office of Communications for 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
is seeking a production assistant 
to work with the Coordinator of 
Digital Evangelization in production 
of videos, live-streaming, graphics, 
social media and coordination of 
the website. Experience/training 
required. Bilingual preferred. Sub-
mit resume to mmills@archokc.org.

Summer camp coordinator - 
OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a coordinator of 
youth evangelization and summer 
camp. This position is responsible 
for all logistics, staffing and pro-
graming at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Youth Camp, designing 
strategic activities for the initial 
evangelization and ongoing disci-
pleship of young people, and assist 
in the mentoring of parish leaders. 
Catholic in good standing, thor-
ough understanding of evangeliza-

tion and discipleship, experience 
leading youth programing and 
bachelor’s degree a must. Bilin-
gual in Spanish preferred. Submit 
resume to mmills@archokc.org.

Spanish teacher - OKC
The Catholic School of St. Eu-

gene is accepting applications for a 
Spanish teacher (part to full time) 
for the 2021-2022 school year. 
This position can be part-time 
middle school Spanish and part-
time elementary school Spanish as 
two different teachers or combined 
as one for kindergarten-8th grade. 
Applicants should hold at least a 
bachelor’s degree and certification 
is preferred. Send resume, cov-
er letter and application to Molly 
Goldsworthy, principal, at jobs@
steugeneschool.org.  

Pre-K aide - OKC
The Catholic School of St. Eu-

gene is accepting applications for 
a preschool teacher assistant for 
the 2021-2022 school year. This 
position works directly under the 
supervision of the preschool teach-
er, and it is full time. Applicants 
should have experience working 
with children and experience in a 
professional setting. Send resume, 
cover letter and application to Mol-
ly Goldsworthy, principal, at jobs@
steugeneschool.org.  

Pre-K Montessori aide - OKC
The Catholic School of St. Eu-

gene is accepting applications 
for a preschool teacher assistant 
in our Montessori classroom for 
the 2021-2022 school year. This 
position works directly under the 
supervision of the preschool teach-
er, and it is part time. Applicants 
should have experience working 
with children and experience in a 
professional setting. Send resume, 
cover letter and application to Mol-
ly Goldsworthy, principal, at jobs@
steugeneschool.org,

Teachers - OKC
St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 

School in Oklahoma City is seek-
ing a certified 4th grade teacher 
and certified middle school teach-
ers for the 2021-2022 school year 
in the areas of math, science and 
possibly theology. E-mail cover let-
ter and resume to Principal Todd 
Gungoll at principal@scbokc.org.

PreK-3 aide - OKC
Bishop John Carroll Catholic 

School in Oklahoma City seeks a 
full-time pre-school aide. Catho-
lic preferred, but a dedication to 
living a Christian lifestyle a must. 
Must be a problem solver, forward 
thinker, be able to take direction 
and fulfill duties. Aide also must 
be able to build rapport with staff 
and families. Send a resume and 
brief statement expressing inter-
est to Principal Tim McFadden at 
principal@bjccs.org.

Van driver - OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a part-time van 

driver to transport students to and 
from work on assigned routes dai-
ly. Drivers also can drive for spe-
cial school functions as requested. 
Some qualifications include valid 
driver’s license; ability to pass 
background check and a clean 
DMV record (five years); bilin-
gual (English/Spanish) speaking 
a plus; ability and willingness to 
work a split-shift; experience and/
or willingness to work with youth 
ages 14-18. Send resume and a 
brief statement of interest to Ash-
ton.Smith@CristoReyOKC.org.

Director of evangelization and 
Christian formation - Lawton

Blessed Sacrament Catholic 
Church in Lawton is seeking a 
full-time director of evangelization 
and Christian formation to lead 
and organize efforts in evangeli-
zation, especially among children 
and youth. Experience in evange-
lization and catechetical leader-
ship preferred. Send resume to Fr. 
John Paul Lewis at frjohnpaul@
lawtoncatholic.com.

Maintenance worker - OKC
St. Joseph Old Cathedral is 

seeking a skilled maintenance 
worker to perform upkeep tasks 
such as repairs and cleaning. 
Responsible for applying basic 
fixes to equipment and building 
systems. Must have the ability to 
install, troubleshoot, repair and 
maintain church facilities. Contact 
the parish office or send resume to 
vbaquera@sjocokc.org.

Director of evangelization and 
Christian formation - OKC

St. Joseph Old Cathedral is seek-
ing a full-time director of evangeli-
zation and Christian formation to 
lead and organize efforts in evange-
lization, especially among families, 
youth and young adults. Deep com-
mitment to the life of a missionary 
disciple and a joyful willingness to 
take an active part in parish life a 
must. Experience in evangelization 
and catechetical leadership pre-
ferred. Contact Fr. Brian Buettner 
at frbrian@sjocokc.org.

Teacher – El Reno
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

El Reno is accepting applications 
for full-time 6th grade teaching 
position for the 2021-2022 school 
year. Oklahoma state certification 
required. Call (405) 262-2284 or 
send resume to Shannon Statton at 
principal@sacredheartelreno.com.

After-school care - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Cath-

olic School in Edmond is seeking 
part-time employees for the af-
ter-school care program. Hours are 
3 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 
during the school year. Contact 
Kailee Zehrung at (405) 348-5364 
or kzehrung@seasok.org.

Teachers - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catho-

lic School in Edmond is accepting 
applications for teachers for the 

2021-2022 school year. Applicants 
should hold at least a bachelor’s 
degree in education with state 
teaching certification in the de-
sired teaching area. Send resume, 
cover letter and copy of teaching 
certificate to Laura Cain, principal, 
at lcain@seasok.org or St. Eliz-
abeth Ann Seton, P.O. Box 510, 
Edmond 73083. Download teacher 
application packet at archokc.org/
careers. No phone calls.

Teachers - Enid
St. Joseph Catholic School in 

Enid is accepting applications for 
full-time 1st and 3rd grade teach-
ing positions for the 2021-2022 
school year. Oklahoma state cer-
tification required. Contact Wade 
Laffey at (580) 242-4449, wlaffey@
stjosephschoolenid.com.

Immigration attorney - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a temporary immigration attorney 
to provide legal services and be re-
sponsible for assessing individuals’ 
eligibility for immigration relief and 
representing individuals before 
USCIS and immigration court. 
Must be a member in good stand-
ing of the bar of any state; fluent 
in the reading, writing and speak-
ing of Spanish; one to two years of 
immigration law experience pre-
ferred, but willing to train. Send 
cover letter with resume to Kenia 
Castillo kcastillo@ccaokc.org.

Organist/music director - Enid
St. Francis Xavier Catholic 

Church is seeking a full-time or-
ganist and director of music who 
is familiar with liturgical settings 
and seasons, and compliant within 
the ritual of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Duties include directing 
choirs, recruiting and training 
cantors and other musicians, and 
engaging the faithful into full and 
active participation in worship. 
E-mail resume to Fr. Mark Mason 
at stfrancisenid.com.

Chaplain II
Mercy is seeking a chaplain to 

provide pastoral services to pa-
tients, families and personnel. 
Qualifications include masters-lev-
el work in theology, ministry, di-
vinity or related field; two years of 
health care chaplaincy experience 
(may include CPE) and eligible for 
certification as Board of Certified 
Chaplain (BCC) or currently BCC. 
Visit careers.mercy.net.

Special events manager - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a special events manager. Bach-
elor’s Degree in public relations, 
communication, business or re-
lated field; 1-3 years of event and 
fundraising experience; Bilingual 
in Spanish and English preferred; 
Send resumes to Christi Jeffreys at 
cjeffreys@ccaokc.org.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Ever wonder what it might be 
like to travel back in time? What 
about the opportunity of spending 
time with a saint such as Joan of 
Arc? Reading this book will give 
you a great opportunity to do just 
that! 

“The Warrior Maiden,” is written 
by Paul McCuster and is the sec-
ond book of the three-book Virtue 
Chronicles series. McCuster takes 
us on an exciting journey back 
in time to 15th century France, 
where we travel with Andrew 
Perry and Eve Virtue, two teenag-
ers from Hope Springs, Colo., and 
Joan of Arc who is on a mission 
from God to regain rule of France 
from England.

The story begins with Andrew 
and Eve exploring the basement 
of the Virtue Curiosity Shoppe, 
which is owned by Eve’s aunt and 
located in Hope Springs. Here, 
they discover the Radiant Stone 
that takes them back in time. 

Andrew and Eve find them-
selves in Chinon, France, and 
they begin their journey by walk-
ing toward a castle off in the dis-
tance. It is here that they meet a 

“band of people” that includes no 
other than Joan of Arc. Joan in-
vites Andrew and Eve to join the 
group 
and her 
quest to 
con-
quer the 
English 
and 
bring 
France 
under the rule of Dauphin. 
The two teenagers accept the 
invitation, and Joan soon 
begins to acknowledge them 
as her guardian angels sent 
by God.

From here, Joan begins 
to lead several different 
French armies against the En-
glish in various towns across the 
landscape of France. The quest 
to place Dauphin at the seat of 
rule for France, at times, seems 
to be quite hopeless. Never-the-
less, Joan, relies on her faith, and 
remains focused and confident. 
Her consistent participation in 
daily Mass and the Sacrament of 
Penance seem to provide the sus-
tenance needed, and she relies 
upon “voices of saints” to serve as 
her guides.

McCuster does a fantastic job of 

making it seem as though we are 
there with Joan, Andrew and Eve 
traveling through France, fight-

ing the English, experiencing 
victories, defeats and the trials 

and tribulations 
that accompany 
war. 

We also find 
suspense as 
Andrew and Eve 
struggle with 
the possibility of 
never returning 
to the present 
and their homes 
in England. 
Rather than 
spoiling the end-
ing of this fasci-

nating story, the “Warrior Maid-
en,” I encourage you to read the 
book. You won’t be disappointed!

I recommend this fictional ac-
count of Joan of Arc and the time 
travel of Andrew and Eve. One 
suggestion is before you begin 
reading this book, it may make it 
easier to understand the story if 
you take a few minutes to refresh 
your knowledge of Saint Joan of 
Arc.   

John H. Dolezal is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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By John H. Dolezal 
The Sooner Catholic

Book Review of The Warrior Maiden

The Catholic Difference

Moral courage and the many cultures of death

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

CRACOW – Thanks to the pandemic, it has 
been two years since I was last in Cracow, 
where for three decades I’ve done extensive re-
search and taught great students while forming 
friendships with many remarkable people. It 
was wonderful to be back in one of the world’s 
greatest cities, and soon after I arrived in 
late June, I took a long walk to see what had 
changed.

The first major difference I noticed was 
that the plaza in front of the central rail-
way station (named for my late friend Jan 
Nowak-Jeziorański, a World War II courier 
for the Polish Home Army and the man from 
whom the future John Paul II got real news via 
Radio Free Europe’s Polish service) has a new, 
strikingly modern memorial, dedicated to the 
memory of Colonel Ryszard Kukliński.

That name is not well-known throughout a 
western world that has largely forgotten the 
meaning and lessons of the Cold War. But, 
if Jan Nowak-Jeziorański was right when he 
spoke about the Polish colonel in the mid-
1990s, Ryszard Kuklinski was a genuine hero 
of the long, twilight struggle against commu-
nist totalitarianism – the man who helped 
prevent a bloody Soviet invasion of Poland to 
crush the nascent Solidarity movement.

An accomplished officer in the commu-
nist-era Polish Army, Ryszard Kukliński began 
to doubt the truth of what he had been told 
about the West when, as a member of an inter-
national commission, he met American military 
men in Vietnam in the mid-1960s. His doubts 
about communism and its purposes intensi-
fied by orders of magnitude in 1968, when the 
brutal Warsaw Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia 
ground the Prague Spring to dust under the 

treads of Soviet tanks, and in 1970, when the 
Polish army shot Polish workers during labor 
strife. 

Privy to some of the Warsaw Pact’s most 
confidential strategic plans, he became con-
vinced that, if the Cold War turned hot and the 
east bloc attacked the West, the Soviets would 
sacrifice Poland as retaliatory western tactical 
nuclear strikes hit the second wave of Warsaw 
Pact troops pushing west. So, in 1972, Kuk-
liński, risking his life and his family’s safety, 
offered his services to the United States and 
for the next nine years was the West’s most 
important intelligence asset behind the iron 
curtain.

His greatest service to Poland and the cause 
of freedom came in the later months of 1980. 
Thanks to his efforts, the United States knew 
the entire order-of-battle the Soviet Union had 
organized to stamp out Solidarity, which had 
held its first formal congress in September 
1980. With that information, and working in 
concert with the incoming Reagan administra-
tion, outgoing national security adviser Zbig-
niew Brzeziński, with the help of the AFL-CIO’s 
Lane Kirkland, was able to organize a compre-
hensive western response to a potential Soviet 
invasion of Poland: an international economic 
blockade that would have severely damaged the 
already-staggering Soviet economy. Faced with 
economic ruin, the Soviet leadership backed 
down and the Warsaw Pact divisions that had 
surrounded Poland withdrew.

Colonel Kukliński and his family were exfil-
trated to the West; two of his sons later died 
under dubious circumstances that may have 
involved Russian retribution, and Kukliński 
lived out his life under an assumed name in 

the United 
States, 
dying in 
2004. 
There was 
public 
contro-
versy 
when he 
returned to his native Poland for a 1998 visit, 
with some charging that he had violated his 
officer’s oath by working for American intel-
ligence for a decade. John Paul II, through 
various intermediaries, quietly passed the word 
that Kukliński was to be regarded in Poland 
as a national hero. Zbigniew Brzeziński, who 
held the exact same view, put it brilliantly, in a 
comment that appears on the Kukliński Memo-
rial in Cracow: Colonel Kukliński was “the first 
Polish officer in NATO.” 

Communism was a distinctive form of the 
culture of death, for the effort to create “Homo 
Sovieticus” was a lethal assault on souls. Colo-
nel Ryszard Kukliński took a courageous stand 
against that particular culture of death, know-
ing as he did that freedom is never cost-free: 
freedom lived nobly always requires sacrifice. 

His example should be pondered by Catholic 
citizens and Catholic public officials through-
out the West today, who are called to resist, 
with similar moral courage and effect, that 
form of the culture of death that masquerades 
as the ideology of “choice.” May we and our 
elected officials be as principled and brave as 
the Polish officer who took what John Paul II 
described at the United Nations in 1995 as the 
“the risk of freedom.”

Jobs Box

To see more job openings, go 
online to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Graphic designer 
The Oklahoma Catholic Men’s 

Conference seeks a graphic de-
signer to develop material for their 
annual event. The ideal candidate 
has extensive experience with the 
Adobe Creative Suite and mastery 
of Illustrator, InDesign and Pho-
toshop. Website experience using 
Squarespace is desired. Video and 
sound editing a plus. The ideal 
candidate is a practicing Catholic. 
Time commitment is approximate-
ly 50 hours per year. Send resume 
or inquiries to rayhaefele@cox.net.

Case Manager Assistant II - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a case manager assistant II to 
provide administrative and cleri-
cal support; coordinate incoming 
phone calls, greet visitors, provide 
information, and complete tasks 
as assigned. High school gradua-
tion or G.E.D., Associate’s degree 
preferred; Fluency in Spanish and 
English required; A combination 
of education and relevant experi-
ence may also be considered. Send 
cover letter and resume to Dave 
Ashton at dashton@ccaokc.org.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

¿Cuál es la diferencia entre “poder” y “deber”?

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Hay una diferencia substancial entre “poder” 
y “deber”. Este es un punto importante para 
entender el debate sobre la ética de las vacu-
nas y los requisitos de vacunarse, incluyendo 
la vacuna contra el COVID. Este debate se está 
poniendo más complejo dado que los alumnos 
están por regresar a la escuela y los lugares de 
trabajo están explorando maneras de disminuir 
los contagios de COVID y evitar posibles cierres 
futuros y complicaciones. 

Quiero comenzar aclarando que yo estoy 
fuertemente a favor de que las personas que 
pueden recibir una vacuna contra el COVID, y 
que no tienen una razón de peso para no ha-
cerlo, sean vacunados. La Iglesia no se opone 
a la ciencia. El desarrollo tan rápido de una 
vacuna efectiva contra el COVID para combatir 
la pandemia global es ya un logro en sí mismo, 
aunque no un logro sin complicaciones. 

Meses antes que la FDA aprobara la vacu-
na contra el COVID para uso de emergencia, 
expertos en ética católica, y otros, habían 
expresado su preocupación de que las vacunas 
que se estaban desarrollando usaran líneas 
celulares comprometidas derivadas de abortos 
ya sea en su producción o en su etapa proba-
toria. Tal conexión supondría al menos algún 
grado de cooperación material con el mal moral 
del aborto. Esto podría ser también un ob-
stáculo para su distribución exitosa debido a 
objeciones de conciencia por parte de algunos 
que de ninguna manera recibirían una vacuna 
comprometida. 

Como sabemos, todas las vacunas que han 
sido aprobadas han involucrado, ya sea en 
su producción o en su etapa de pruebas, 
el uso de células derivadas de abortos que 
sucedieron hace muchos años. Sin embargo, 
dada la gravedad de la crisis de salud pública 
y lo remoto del nivel de cooperación con el mal 
moral del aborto, tanto el Vaticano como la 
Conferencia de Obispos Católicos de los Es-
tados Unidos, consideraron que todo católico 
podía recibir la vacuna de manera lícita. De ser 
posible, se debería elegir la vacuna que tuviera 
una conexión más remota con el aborto o que 
no tuviera ninguna conexión, en caso de que se 
desarrollara una así. 

La decisión del Vaticano y de los obispos es-
tadounidenses sobre la permisividad moral de 
recibir la vacuna contra el COVID, fue recibida 
por muchos como una aprobación moral y ética 
de las vacunas. Sin embargo, eso sería una 
mala interpretación. Lo que en realidad signifi-

ca es que una persona en buena conciencia 
puede discernir el aceptar ponerse la vacuna, 
aun cuando las vacunas existentes involucran 
algún nivel de cooperación material con el 
aborto. 

Dadas las exigencias de salud publica, la 
importancia de protegernos a nosotros mismos 
y a aquellos que nos rodean y al hecho de que 
no existe otra alternativa totalmente aceptada, 
la autorización debe ser vista como un permi-
so, incluso como un permiso reacio. Es como 
si dijera, “puedes recibir la vacuna” en buena 
conciencia. Pero no significa que “debes” reci-
birla. En base a ello, muchos han tomado una 
decisión de conciencia y han recibido la vacu-
na, como yo. 

En la moral católica, una persona nunca 
debe ir en contra de su juicio personal de con-
ciencia. Como católicos tenemos la obligación, 
por supuesto, de formar nuestras conciencias 
basados en los hechos de cada caso, en un 
razonamiento moral solido, en la Palabra de 
Dios y las enseñanzas de la Iglesia. Aun aquel-
los que no profesan una fe tienen la obligación 
de obedecer el juicio de su conciencia basa-
dos en la ley natural inscrita en cada corazón 
humano. A ninguna persona puede obligarse a 
actuar contra el juicio de su propia conciencia. 

Parece aparente que muchas personas han 
discernido que no están listos o no quieren re-
cibir la vacuna contra el COVID. He escuchado 
numerosas razones para esta decisión. Algu-
nas veces se trata de su propio juicio de que 
la ciencia misma no está aun completamente 
segura de la efectividad de la vacuna. Estas 
personas podrían cambiar de opinión una vez 
que la FDA otorgue 
la aprobación total a 
la vacuna contra el 
COVID. Otros siguen 
objetando en su 
conciencia el hecho 
de que se han usado 
líneas celulares com-
prometidas con el 
aborto ya sea en su 
producción o en la 
etapa de prueba. Sea 
cual sea la fuente de 
su negativa, el hecho 
es que las perso-
nas no deben ir en 
contra de su propia 
conciencia. Deben 

intentar resolver 
el dilema interno 
de conciencia an-
tes de actuar. 

En diciembre 
del 2020, la Con-
gregación para 
la Doctrina de la 
Fe, del Vaticano, 
escribió que “el vacunarse no es, por regla, 
una obligación moral”. Por consecuencia, debe 
ser voluntario. En algunos ambientes, tales 
como de aquellos que trabajan en el área de la 
salud, la obligación de vacunarse para proteger 
a los más vulnerables no debe ser tomada a la 
ligera. Un juicio de prudencia debe siempre ser 
parte del discernimiento. 

La Iglesia ha tomado una posición interme-
dia sobre las vacunas, respetando el rol de la 
conciencia. Reconoce que algunas personas 
pueden en buena conciencia recibir la vacu-
na, mientras que otras podrían decidir que, 
basados en la conexión con líneas celulares 
derivadas del aborto, no deben recibirla.

Mientras que los principios morales católicos 
afirman que una persona “puede” recibir la 
vacuna en buena conciencia. Los mismos prin-
cipios morales católicos no pueden dar el salto 
y afirmar que las personas “deben” recibir la 
vacuna, especialmente cuando va en contra del 
juicio de su propia conciencia. Todo requisito 
de vacunación en los lugares de trabajo debe 
siempre incluir una excepción de conciencia, 
en la medida de lo posible. No se puede obligar 
a una conciencia sin que esto sea una violación 
grave de la dignidad humana.
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¿Qué es una peregrinación? Una 
peregrinación es un “componente físico 
del camino del corazón hacia Dios” 
(Deborah Castellano Lubov).

El lugar del Santuario del Beato 
Stanley Rother fue uno de los lugares 
de peregrinaje del Camino de Apla’s 
que acercó el corazón de muchos fieles 
al camino de Dios. El calor ciertamente 
no fue un problema para los peregrinos 
que estaban muy emocionados de par-
ticipar en esta increíble experiencia. 

Llegaron peregrinos de todo el país, 
incluyendo Ardmore, Chickasha, 
Edmond, Ponca City, Oklahoma City, 
Weatherford, Louisiana, Texas, Nebras-
ka, Nueva York y Nueva Jersey. Gra-
cias a los maravillosos voluntarios del 
Centro Pastoral Católico que ayudaron 
al personal del lugar del santuario y 
escoltaron a los peregrinos. 

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

Papa a jóvenes: Alegría verdadera brota de 
hacer la voluntad de Dios

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO – El 
papa Francisco pidió a los jóvenes 
reunidos en el santuario Mariano 
de Medjugorje que siguieran el 
ejemplo de María de aceptación to-
tal de la voluntad de Dios, llevan-
do a Cristo al mundo y estando 
atentos a las necesidades de los 
demás. 

“Con su vida, nos muestra que 
nuestra alegría está fundada en la 
voluntad de Dios y que aceptarla 
y vivirla no es fácil, pero nos hará 
felices”, les escribió el papa a los 
participantes en el Festival Inter-
nacional de la Juventud en Medju-
gorje, Bosnia-Herzegovina.  

El mensaje del papa, emitido a 
los periodistas el 2 de agosto, se 
leyó en el festival el 1º de agosto. 

Aunque el festival se ha llevado 
a cabo más de 30 años, se con-
virtió en un festival oficialmente 
aprobado por la Iglesia en 2019, 
después de que el papa autorizó 
las peregrinaciones católicas al 
lugar de presuntas apariciones 
marianas.

El festival de 2020 estuvo lim-
itado a visitantes de Suiza y de 
la Unión Europea a causa de la 
pandemia de COVID-19. El festival 
de este año, del 1 al 8 de agosto, 
estaba abierto a cualquier joven 
con certificado de vacunación o 
una prueba negativa reciente de 
COVID. 

El tema elegido para 2021 fue la 
pregunta que le hace el joven rico 
a Jesús en el Evangelio de Mateo: 
“¿Qué debo hacer?”   

El primer paso, dijo el papa, 
siempre es ponerse en marcha, 

que es precisamente lo que hic-
ieron los jóvenes al ir a Medjugor-
je. 

“El Evangelio no nos dice el 
nombre del joven, y esto sugiere 
que puede representarnos a cada 
uno de nosotros”, les dijo el papa. 
Además de tener cierta riqueza, 
también parece bien educado y 
motivado por una “sana inquietud” 
que le empuja a buscar la verdad, 
la felicidad y la vida plena. 

Jesús le dice que, para alcanzar 
la vida eterna, debe obedecer todos 
los mandamientos, lo cual el joven 
le asegura a Jesús que ya lo hace. 

Entonces le pregunta qué más 
debe hacer, pero cuando Jesús le 
dice que venda sus posesiones y 
entregue el dinero a los pobres, se 
marcha entristecido. 

“Jesús cambia la perspecti-
va”, dijo el papa. “Le invita a no 

pensar tanto en asegurar la vida 
eterna, cuanto en darlo todo en 
su vida terrena, imitando así al 
Señor”.  

Tal paso, dijo, no es una con-
dena del poseer cosas. “Es una 
llamada a más madurez, a pasar 
de observar preceptos para obten-
er premios, a amar gratuitamente. 
Jesús le pide que deje atrás todo lo 
que le pesa en su corazón e impide 
el amor”. 

Lo que Jesús propone no se 
trata tanto de ser pobre mate-
rialmente cuanto de ser “libre y 
rico en relaciones”, dijo el papa. 
Si la vida está llena de cosas, hay 
menos espacio para Dios y para 
las demás personas. 

“Nuestro tener demasiado y de-
sear demasiado sofoca el corazón 
y nos hace infelices e incapaces de 
amar”, dijo el papa Francisco. 

Por Catholic News Service

Más de 600 partidarios de las vocaciones se unieron al Arzobispo Coakley el 10 de agosto para celebrar a 
los 21 seminaristas de la arquidiócesis en la Cena del Arzobispo de 2021. Para apoyar la educación de los 
seminaristas, visite cfook.org/dinner. Vea más fotos de la cena en la edición del 29 de agosto del periódico 
Sooner Catholic.

Esta mañana, el Padre Santos Anguiano dio 
la bienvenida a los estudiantes de regreso a 
la Escuela Católica del Sagrado Corazón en la 
ciudad de Oklahoma. Envíe fotos del primer día 
de clases a tips@archokc.org para su posible 
inclusión en el periódico Sooner Catholic.
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Briefs
Please contact organizers before 

attending. Find more briefs at  
archokc.org/briefs. 

Shrine webcam
Watch construction of the 

Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine on 
a live webcam at archokc.org/
shrinewebcam.

Watch Heritage Gallery episodes 
on Bl. Stanley Rother 

The Communications Office of 
the archdiocese has produced a 
series of short videos to highlight 
items in the Heritage Gallery re-
lated to Bl. Stanley Rother. Watch 
each episode on YouTube or Face-
book. Find Episode 1 at https://
youtu.be/0HX1iDrM8zg. To sup-
port the building of a museum at 
the Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine, go 
online to stanleyrother.org.

GOLD summer series
The Gospel of Life Disciples 

presents “Rejoice and Be Glad,” an 
eight-week study on Pope Francis’ 
Apostolic Exhortation 7 p.m. – 8 
p.m. on Thursday nights July 1 
– Aug. 26 at the St. John Paul II 
Dwelling, 4113 S. Eastern Ave. in 
Moore and virtual. Sessions taught 
by David Harrison. Call (405) 778-
1107. Visit gospeloflifedisciples.
org. 

Introduction to the Apostles 
Creed

The Gospel of Life Disciples 
presents “Introduction to the 
Apostles Creed: Refreshing Our 
Catholic Faith” 7 p.m. – 8 p.m. on 
Mondays at the St. John Paul II 
Dwelling, 4113 S. Eastern Ave. in 
Moore. The 12 sessions taught by 
Ken Pedigo began June 14. Visit 
gospeloflifedisciples.org. 

Bingo
The Knights of Columbus Fam-

ily Bingo at St. James Catholic 
Church, 4201 S. McKinley in 
Oklahoma City, will begin Aug. 26. 
Mask required for unvaccinated. 
All games $10, with door prizes 
furnished by the Knights. Food 
served at 5:45 p.m., Bingo 6:30 
p.m. All players receive raffle ticket 
for 58” TV to be given away in 
October. August birthdays recog-
nized.  

Retrouvaille
A Retrouvaille weekend will be 

held Aug. 27-29 at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway in Oklahoma City. 
Retrouvaille helps couples through 
difficult times in their marriages. It 
is designed to provide tools to help 
get marriages back on track. For 
more information and registration, 
visit helpourmarriage.org.

Domestic Church Evangelization 
Retreat

A Domestic Church Evange-
lization Retreat will take place 
Sept. 3-6 (Labor Day weekend) 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center 

in Oklahoma City. Cost is $350, 
which includes lodging and meals. 
Scholarships available. Contact 
Alex Schimpf, (405) 709-2755; 
aschimpf@archokc.org. Register at 
archokc.org/dc. 

Anniversary celebration
Everyone is invited to the 50th 

anniversary celebration at St. 
Gregory the Great Catholic Church 
in Enid during Labor Day week-
end, Sept. 4-5.

Luncheons for Life
The next Luncheons 4 Life is 

11:30 a.m. Sept. 9 at Will Rogers 
Theater, 4322 N. Western Ave. in 
Oklahoma City. The guest speaker 
is Steve Karlen, 40 Days for Life. 
RSVP at luncheons4life.com/  
oklahoma-city.

40 Days for Life rally
Steve Karlen, director of 40 Days 

for Life campaigns in North Amer-
ica will be visiting Sept. 10 at the 
Oklahoma City vigil location, 1240 
S.W. 44, and possibly the Norman 
and Edmond vigil locations. De-
tails coming soon.  

Silver Tea
St. Benedict Catholic Church 

Guild Silver Tea will be held at 
12:30 p.m. Sept. 14 in the Bene-
dict Center, Shawnee.

Mass of Remembrance 
The 2021 Mass of Remembrance 

will be 6 p.m. Sept. 15 at The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, 3214 N. Lake Ave. in Okla-
homa City. The Mass is in memory 
of people lost to suicide. Everyone 
welcome. People who have expe-
rienced the loss of someone to 
suicide are invited to attend and 
celebrate their loved one’s life. 

Love Run
The Knights on Bikes are host-

ing their second annual poker 
run called the “Love Run” to raise 
money for The Center of Family 
Love starting at 9 a.m. Sept. 18 at 
the center in Okarche. It is open 
to both motorcycles and cars. Cost 
is $20 for the first hand and $10 
for each additional hand. The cash 
prizes are $200 for the high hand, 
and $50 for the low hand. The last 
stop is at Copper Cove Marina, 
Foss State Park, with raffle prizes, 
and the winners for the high hand 
and low hand will be announced 
at 2 p.m.

Life of the Party Gala
The Willow Pregnancy Support 

annual Life of the Party Gala is 6 
p.m. Sept. 18 at the Omni Ho-
tel, 100 W. Oklahoma City Blvd. 
in Oklahoma City. Visit   
willowpregnancy.org. 

40 Days for Life
The 40 Days for Life Fall cam-

paign is Sept. 22 – Oct. 31. Visit 
40daysforlife.com to sign up to 
pray in Oklahoma City, Edmond or 
Norman. 

I have been listening to “The 
Miracle Hunter,” an EWTN 
program, broadcast Saturdays 
at 6 p.m. on OKCR, and it has 
led me to this question: Do 
you consider answers to your 
prayers miraculous? I cannot 
answer that question without 
thinking of Bartimeus, the blind 
man Jesus encountered when 
he was leaving Jericho. 

In Mark’s Gospel, Bartimeus 
hears that Jesus is passing by, 
and he calls out to him –con-
tinuously. Everyone around 
him tries to shut him up, but 
he persists, and Jesus comes to 
him. Nothing deters this man 
from believing Jesus can help 
him. Jesus’ response astounds 
me. He says, “What do you 
want me to do for you?” Think 
about it. Jesus is disposed to 
give this marginalized man his 
heart’s desire, anything. Be-
cause he believes, everything 
changes for Bartimeus. He is 
physically healed. He acquires 
status in society. Transformed, 
he follows Jesus.

Physical healings are only one 
type of miracle discussed in the 
lively, half-hour of “The Miracle 
Hunter.” Much of the program 
is devoted to enhancing our un-
derstanding of the role miracles 
play in our Catholic faith. There 
are miracles recorded in Scrip-
ture, but program creator and 
host, Michael O’Neill, explores 
miracles and their agents from 
around the world, reaching into 
the past and reviewing contem-
porary supernatural phenom-
ena. The program is divided 
into different segments such as 
“Catholic Pub Trivia,” interviews 
with guest experts and authors, 
and a segment I particularly en-
joy, “365 Days of Mary Project.” 
O’Neill, a member of the Mari-
logical Society, honors Mary, 
spotlighting her titles, interces-
sion granted through her, and 
her feast days celebrated world-
wide, usually connected to a 

miraculous event.
Improbably, but not mirac-

ulously, a degree in mechani-
cal engineering from Stanford 
has equipped Michael O’Neill 
as a data-centric authority in 
explaining the Church’s rela-
tionship to miracles. Executive 
director of Relevant Radio, Rev. 
Francis Hoffman, characterized 
O’Neill as having “ ... the heart 
of a believer and the mind of a 
skeptic ...” Secular, respected 
organizations such as Nation-
al Geographic have depended 
upon his expertise and research 
to qualify their own produc-
tions.

The portion of the program 
termed, “They Might Be Saints” 
presents people, many from the 
20th century who are being ex-
amined by the Catholic Church 
according to rigorous standards 
on the path to sainthood from 
“servant of God” to “venerable” 
to “blessed.” Miracles are an in-
tegral part of this process, signs 
that God is working through 
these people of “heroic virtue.”

The miracles always must 
point back to God, ultimately 
measured by how they mani-
fest God’s glory as catalysts for 
conversion and deepening faith. 
Miracles have to be in harmo-
ny with Church doctrine and 
teaching. 

Furthermore, they are not 
sources of sensationalism or 
personal gratification. Note that 
Bartimeus did not ask Jesus 
to make him the most eligible 
bachelor in Jericho. He wanted 
to see. When Jesus cured him, 
Bartimeus followed him.

Listening to “The Miracle 
Hunter,” I marvel at how many 
ways God goes beyond conven-
tional norms to display his glory 
and his command of everything, 
even in my plain, ordinary life. 
My expectations have changed 
when I pray for something or 
someone. The miracle occurs 
when I refrain from telling God 
how to operate and pray with 
faith, as we pray at Mass, con-
cluding “The Our Father,” “For 
thine is the kingdom, the power 
and the glory, now and forever, 
Amen.”

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Oktoberfest 
Holy Spirit Catholic Church will 

host their seventh annual Oktober-
fest and auction at 6 p.m. Sept. 25 
at 1100 N. Sara Rd. in Mustang. 
This is an event for age 21 and 
older. Register at (405) 376-9435, 
holyspiritmustang.org. 

Day of Reflection
Day of Reflection, “I Shall Return 

to My Father: How to Make a Good 
Confession” is 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Sept. 25 at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 
1900 W. MacArthur St., Shawnee. 
Call (405) 878-5656. Cost $30; $35 
at the door. Lunch included.
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August

15   The Assumption of the Bl. 
       Virgin Mary.

15   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
       Norman. Contact Connie 
       Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
       lang@gmail.com.

16   Twentieth Week in Ordinary 
       Time.

16   Feast of St. Stephen of 
       Hungary.

17   Monthly Novena to the Infant 
       Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
       to the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
       During the nine days, the 
       novena prayers will be: 
       Monday-Friday following 
       Noon Mass, Saturday 
       following 5 p.m. Mass, and    
       Sunday following 11 a.m. 
       Mass.

17   Serra Club of Oklahoma City 
       meeting, 10:30 a.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center, 7501 
       Northwest Expressway, OKC. 
       Visit serraokc.org.

17   Suicide grief support group, 
       6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., St. 
       Francis, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

19   Feast of St. John Eudes.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.
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19    Charismatic Catholic prayer 
        meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
        Pastoral Center. Contact 
        Elaine at (405) 314-5345, 
        ccrprayers@gmail.com.

20    Feast of St. Bernard.

20    Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 
        a.m. every Friday, 2453 
        Wilcox Dr., Norman. Contact 
        Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
        potato.lang@gmail.com.   

21   Feast of St. Pius X.

21    Lay Missionaries of Charity, 
        the lay order of the 
        Missionaries of Charity of St. 
        Teresa of Calcutta, meeting at 
        10 a.m. at Holy Innocents’ 
        conference room. Any lay 
        person interested in living 
        a consecrated life is welcome 
        to “come and see.” Contact 
        Toni Harrelson at (405) 694-
        1292, (405) 341-2199 or 
        tonimah@sbcglobal.net.

21    The Oklahoma City 
        Community of Secular 
        Carmelites meets monthly at   
        Little Flower, OKC. Anyone 
        interested in deepening 
        prayer life with community 
        support, call Vicky Caudell at 
        (405) 637-4611 or William 
        Ginn at (405) 737-2024.

21   Mass and dedication of new  
       church, 10 a.m., Holy Spirit, 
       Mustang.

22   Twenty-First Sunday in 
       Ordinary Time.

22   Mass of installation of rector, 
       10 a.m., The Cathedral of Our 
       Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC.

22   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
       Norman. Contact Connie 
       Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
       lang@gmail.com.

23   Feast of St. Rose of Lima.

24   Feast of St. Bartholomew.

25   Feast of St. Joseph Calasanz.

25   Feast of St. Louis.

26   Bingo at 6:30 p.m., St. James 
       the Greater Catholic Church, 
       4201 S. McKinley Ave., OKC.

26   Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center. Contact 
       Elaine at (405) 314-5345, 
       ccrprayers@gmail.com.

27   Feast of St. Monica.

27   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 
       a.m. every Friday, 2453 
       Wilcox Dr., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.   

27   Retrouvaille, Aug. 27-29, 
       Catholic Pastoral Center, 
       OKC. Visit helpourmarriage.
       org.

28   Feast of St. Augustine.

28   125th anniversary celebration, 
       5 p.m., Sacred Heart, 
       Mangum.

Granny’s Attic Rummage 
Sale

St. Benedict Catholic Church 
in Shawnee will be holding 
their annual Granny’s Attic 
Rummage Sale, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Oct. 1, and 8 a.m. – Noon Oct. 
2. Furniture, glassware, home 
decor, housewares, books, 
sewing materials, holiday deco-
rations and much more. 

Fall festival 
St. James the Greater Cath-

olic Church, 4201 S McKinley 
Ave., in Oklahoma City will 
have a fall festival 5 p.m. – 
9.p.m. Oct. 2 and 10 a.m.- 6 
p.m. Oct. 3. There will be a 
variety of food booths, game 
booths, a cake walk, music, 
entertainment, raffle tickets, 
and volleyball tournament.  
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Here are the top faith-filled moments 
from the Olympics

The games of the 32nd Olym-
piad closed on Sunday, bringing 
an end to more than two weeks of 
competitions featuring the world’s 
most talented athletes with a 
global audience. 

Some competitors made it 
clear they were playing not only 
for national pride and a piece of 
hardware, but also for a greater 
purpose. 

Here are some moments where 
athletes shared their faith on the 
world’s stage:

A Miraculous Medal for a mi-
raculous victory

On the third day of the games, 
Filipina weightlifter 
Hidilyn Diaz won the 
first-ever Olympic gold 
medal for her country. 
Diaz, who competed 
in the women’s 55kg 
event, set an Olympic 
record with her clean 
and jerk of 127kg and 
a combined weight of 
224kg. Her gold medal 
improved on her sec-
ond-place finish at the 
2016 games in Rio. 

Images of Diaz’s 
visibly emotional face 
on her final lift went 
viral, and after she 
successfully complet-
ed the lift, she repeat-
edly said, “Thank you, 
Lord,” and clutched 
her Miraculous Medal 
necklace. 

After the Philippine national 
anthem was played at the med-
al ceremony, Diaz stepped down 
from the podium, made the Sign 
of the Cross, and shouted “Mabu-
hay ang Pilipinas!” (“Long live the 
Philippines!”)

Glorifying God in the pool
South African swimmer Tatja-

na Schoenmaker left Tokyo with 
a gold medal in the 200-meter 
breaststroke and a surprise silver 
in the 100-meter breaststroke. 
Schoenmaker swam with a pair of 
cross-shaped earrings, and un-
derneath her official Team South 
Africa-issued swim cap, Schoen-
maker donned a white swim cap 
with the words “Soli Deo Gloria” 
(“Glory to God Alone”) written on 
it.

That swim cap was on display 
during the qualifying rounds in 
the 100-meter breaststroke, as 
her country’s cap nearly fell off 
her head in both races.

Sydney McLaughlin and Team 
USA run to glorify God

Sydney McLaughlin wrote on 

her Instagram following her first 
gold medal win that she prayed 
“my journey may be a clear depic-
tion of submission and obedience 
to God.” 

“  I have never seen God fail in 
my life. In anyone’s 
life for that matter. 
Just because I may 
not win every race, 
or receive every one 
of my heart’s desires, 
does not mean God 
had failed. His will is 
PERFECT,” she said.

After winning her 
second gold medal 
– on her 22nd birth-
day – McLaughlin 
thanked God for an-
other year of life, and 
wrote that she looks 
“forward to unveiling 
where it takes me 
as you continue to 
establish my steps.”

McLaughlin’s 
teammates are vocal 
about their faiths as 
well. Athing Mu, a 
19-year-old breakout 
star of the games, 

posted that her year had been one 
of faith and perseverance.

“In the end, I chose to grasp 
onto God and allow him to take 
complete control of my life. It 
allowed me to take a step back, 
learn how to trust him entirely 
and HAVE FAITH,” she said.

Marileidy Paulino wears her 
faith on her feet

Marileidy Paulino, the Domini-
can Republic track star, is leaving 
Tokyo with two silver medals: one 
in the mixed 4x400 relay, and 
another in the 400. She’s the first 
woman ever from the Dominican 
Republic 
to win an 
Olympic 
medal. 

After her 
second-place 
finish in the 
400, Pauli-
no told the 
Associated 
Press that 
she con-
sidered her 
medal a 
“miracle,” as 
she had only 
been running 
that distance 
for one year. 

On her 
spikes, Pau-
lino wrote “Dios es mi esperanza,” 
Spanish for “God is my hope.”

Wrestler goes viral for praising 
the Lord and her country

Female wrestlers are not house-
hold names in the United States, 
but Tamyra Mensah-Stock’s in-
terview after winning gold in the 
Women’s 68kg freestyle competi-
tion went viral.

“It’s by the grace of God I’m able 
to move my feet. I just leave it in 
his hands,” she said, adding that 

she prayed that all of her hard 
work would be worth it. 

“And every single time it does, 
and I get better and better,” she 
said. “I’m excited to see what I 
have next.”

Jesus makes all things new
Nicola McDermott of Australia 

took the silver medal in women’s 
high jump competition, jumping a 
personal best 2.02 meters in the 
final. During each competition, 
McDermott not only wrote in her 
journal, but also wrote a devotion-
al passage on her wrist. 

For the final, McDermott wrote 

“JESUS makes all things new,” 
with a cross drawn underneath. 
She told Australian media follow-
ing her medal win that   when she 
was a teenager, she was “always 
an outcast” before joining a 
church. 

“I got welcomed into a faith 
community that loved me. I re-
member encountering God’s love 
and it changed the way that I 
thought of myself as a misfit,” she 
said.

By Christine Rousselle 
Catholic News Agency
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