
In his apostolic letter enti-
tled Patris Corde (With a 
Father’s Heart), Pope Fran-
cis describes Saint Joseph 
as a beloved father, a tender 
and loving father, an obe-

dient father, an accepting father, a 
father who is creatively courageous, 
a working father, a father in the 
shadows.

Fathers and their families in the 
archdiocese talk about fatherhood 
and their importance in the Year of 
Saint Joseph.

Fred Frederickson – Ada
Fred Frederickson was born 

and raised in Nebraska where he 
followed in his father’s footsteps 
by becoming a rancher. He has 
ranched in Wisconsin and Arizona. 
He also owned roping arenas in 
Ruidoso, N.M., before moving his 
family to Oklahoma in 1978. Fred-
erickson has been married to 
Collean for 62 years and has been 
blessed with seven children and 31 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren 
and great-great grandchildren. 

“He always accepted life’s trials 
and God’s blessings. In the evening 
he would read bible verses to the 
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Go Make Disciples

Fathers following example of St. Joseph

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Father’s Day is June 20

The Sooner Catholic received 
two awards from the Catholic 
Media Association during the 
2021 Catholic Media Confer-
ence held virtually June 8-10.

Archbishop Coakley received 
third place in the Best Regular 
Column by Bishop or Arch-
bishop category for his Put 
Out into the Deep columns in 
the Sooner Catholic. 

Managing Editor Dana 
Attocknie won honorable 
mention in the Best Feature 
Writing – Diocesan Newspaper 
division for her story “Ameri-
can Indian Catholics celebrate 
faith, culture,” published in 
the Nov. 8 Sooner Catholic. 

The Sooner Catholic is the 
official newspaper for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
and is mailed to more than 
50,000 households to assist 
Archbishop Coakley, clergy, 
parishes, schools and staff 
to spread the Good News of 
the Gospel and to “Go Make 
Disciples!”

Because of its circulation, 
the newspaper is in the same 
category as the largest cities 
and Catholic newspapers in 
the country. Archbishop Coak-
ley serves as publisher; Diane 
Clay serves as editor.

To read Archbishop Coak-
ley’s column or the article on 
American Indian Catholics, go 
online to soonercatholic.org.

Sooner Catholic 
receives two 

national media 
awards

continued on page 6 Fred Frederickson

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Dcn. Brannon Lepak will be ordained to the priesthood at 10 a.m. June 26 at The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. Photo provided. continued on page 20

On Vocation Day 
during his freshman 
year of high school, 

Deacon Brannon Lepak sat 
with fellow students to hear 
about various vocations. 
Then, a priest stood at the 
front of the room and talk-
ed about the priesthood. 
A “spark” ignited in the 
15-year-old that he didn’t 
understand but was deter-
mined to follow.

“It was a deep moment I 
compared everything to. I 
was on a quest to figure out 

“Praying for a call 
to holiness and 
reconciliation
of all people” 

Turn to pages 7-14 for the Sooner Catholic graduation section

CLASS OF
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a That Catholic fathers 
will foster vocation aware-
ness among their children, 
knowing that they will be 
helping to reveal the Heav-
enly Father’s love by their 
prayer, guidance and exam-
ple. We pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

aJoin Archbishop Coakley 
and the Board of Directors of 
the Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma for the 2021 Arch-
bishop’s Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
Aug. 10 at the Omni Hotel, 
100 W. Oklahoma City Blvd. 
in Oklahoma City. The dinner 
supports the St. John Vian-
ney Endowment, which helps 
seminarians who are study-
ing to be priests. Visit cfook.
org or call (405) 721-4115. 

a Shrine webcam - Watch 
construction of the Bl. Stan-
ley Rother Shrine on a live 
webcam at archokc.org/
shrinewebcam.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Continuing this series on the Precepts of the 
Church that I began several weeks ago, I would like 
to consider now to the third precept: “You shall re-
ceive the sacrament of the Eucharist at least during 
the Easter season” (CCC 2042). For the purpose of 
this precept the Easter season in the United States 
is understood to begin with the first Sunday in Lent 
and continue through Trinity Sunday. 

Recognizing that the Eucharist is the source and 
summit of divine life for all the faithful, the Church 
requires that every one of her members receive Holy 
Communion at least once a year for their own bene-
fit and well-being. 

Recall that the precepts of the Church present the 
“indispensable minimum” requirements for basic 
spiritual health and growth in love of God and love 
of neighbor. As with our physical life, so with our 
spiritual life, we need regular nourishment if we are 
going to flourish and grow. We need the grace that 
comes to us through the Eucharist to thrive and 
grow as disciples of Jesus.

This precept perhaps seems to state the obvious. 
Most Catholics do not require a precept to motivate 
them to receive Holy Communion at least once a 
year. It was not always so. In previous generations 
there often were long lines at the confessional and 
very short lines for Holy Communion. 

A strong sense of unworthiness before the majes-
ty of God prevented many Catholics from receiving 
Communion except on very rare occasions. We need 
Eucharistic nourishment to stay healthy! We always 
must strive for a proper balance between an exag-
gerated sense of our unworthiness and guilt on one 
hand and, on the other hand, a naïve presumption 
of God’s mercy. We need to receive the Eucharist, 
but we need to be properly disposed to benefit by it.

Paradoxically, the situation now is reversed from 
what was common generations ago. With consistent 
encouragement for frequent reception of Communion 
more people now regularly receive the Eucharist. It 
has become rare for someone to attend Mass without 
receiving Holy Communion. 

Unfortunately, fewer people now appreciate the im-
portance of the regular reception of the Sacrament of 
Penance. A proper regard for these two sacraments 
goes hand in hand. Devout reception of the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation helps ensure a fruitful recep-
tion of Holy Communion. Regular examination of 
our conscience and confession of our sins help keep 
alive in our hearts a healthy sense of our unworthi-
ness as well as an appreciation for the unmerited 
gift of God’s mercy. 

The Sacrament of Penance fosters the virtue of hu-
mility and repentance without which one ought nev-
er to approach the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and 
Blood. Today, the greater spiritual danger and temp-
tation is to approach the reception of Holy Commu-
nion unworthily, that is, in the state of mortal sin, 

and thereby commit the 
sin of sacrilege. 

There are other things 
that we can and ought to 
do to ensure that the Eu-
charist remains the cen-
ter of our lives and that 
our Eucharistic faith and devotion remain strong. 

Here are a few:
n We can fast. The required Eucharistic fast of one 

hour before Communion is a small but important 
reminder that we need to prepare ourselves properly 
and intentionally for this encounter with Christ in 
Holy Communion; 
n We can spend time in Eucharistic adoration. 

Eucharistic adoration, or spending time in prayer 
before Christ present in the tabernacle or in the 
monstrance, fosters a deeper hunger and proper 
disposition for our encounter with Christ in Holy 
Communion; 
n We can embrace prayerful silence. Prayerful 

preparation and silence before Mass helps us be 
attentive and create an interior place of welcome for 
Christ who comes to us in word and sacrament; 
n We can dress appropriately for the occasion. 

The way we dress, with respect and modesty, helps 
us (and others) acknowledge the presence of Christ 
in our midst and in the liturgy and sacraments we 
celebrate.

The second and third precept of the Church, con-
cerning the reception of Penance and Holy Commu-
nion, provide a foundation for growth in holiness 
rooted in the sacraments that Christ has left us as a 
memorial of his love.

I would like to acknowledge the situation of those 
Catholics, who because of various circumstanc-
es such as being in an irregular marriage, cannot 
receive the Eucharist or Reconciliation. The Church 
and our pastors remain very sensitive to this difficult 
pastoral situation and are deeply concerned for the 
well-being of these members of Christ’s Body. While 
these persons may be unable to fulfill these two 
precepts, it is vitally important that they continue to 
participate regularly at Mass, and to take their right-
ful place in the life of the parish. 

The Church encourages the devout practice of 
making a spiritual communion whenever we are 
unable to receive Holy Communion sacramental-
ly. We became familiar with this practice early in 
the pandemic when public Masses were for a time 
unavailable, and we could not receive the Eucharist 
sacramentally. Spiritual communion involves ex-
pressing our faith, hope and love for Christ, and in-
viting him into our hearts while praying for the grace 
to be able to receive him fully in the Eucharist at 
some future time. For those unable to receive Christ 
sacramentally, this practice can be a source of grace 
and consolation.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

The Precepts of the Church: 
Holy Communion

Lord, 
we remember the fathers 
who have gone before us.
We remember the fathers 

of Scripture who are 
part of your story.

We remember those 
who are fathers to us.

We remember 
expectant fathers.

We remember the fathers who 
have lost children.

We remember the men who 
struggle with fertility.
Lord, bless all fathers, 

grandfathers, Godfathers, 
adoptive fathers, uncles, 

brothers, men religious and 
mothers who take on the role 

of father for their children.
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

June 23 – Confirmation (Year 1), 6:30 p.m., St. Joseph, Norman
June 24 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
June 24 – Catholic Charities Board meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities Offices, OKC
June 25 – Holy Hour and dinner with priests of the archdiocese, 5 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
June 26 – Priesthood Ordination of Dcn. Brannon Lepak, 10 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, OKC
June 29 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
June 30 – Catholic Conference of Oklahoma annual board meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
July 1 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC
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Prayer teams to visit 
churches in July

In the midst of 
the Oklahoma heat, 
work continues on 
the Blessed Stan-
ley Rother Shrine 
in Oklahoma City. 
Soon, brick will be 
added to the façade. 
Please pray for the 
dedicated crews 
who are building the 
shrine in the heat 
much like Blessed 
Stanley did on the 
farm in Okarche and 
with many projects 
in Guatemala. 

Blessed Stanley, 
pray for us!

Rother shrine update

Rother Feast Day 
Pilgrimage 

Locations & Hours

July 28 – July 31, 2021

Holy Trinity Catholic Church
211 Missouri Ave, Okarche 
73762
W-F: 6 a.m. – 6 p.m.
SAT: 6 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Holy Trinity Rother Gift Shop
Administration Building
W: 5 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.
F: 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
SAT: 2 p.m. – 3 p.m.

Holy Trinity Cemetery 
(Original burial site)
Hwy. 81 and 220 St. NW, 
Okarche

Heritage Gallery
Catholic Pastoral Center
7501 Northwest Expressway, 
OKC
W-F: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
SAT: Noon – 4 p.m.

Saint Francis de Sales Chapel  
(First Class Relic)
Catholic Pastoral Center
W-F: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
SAT: Noon – 4 p.m.

Rother Store
Catholic Pastoral Center
W-F: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
SAT: Noon – 4 p.m.

Resurrection Memorial 
Cemetery
(Rother cyrpt)
7500 W. Britton Rd., OKC
W-F: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
SAT: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine
700 S.E. 89, OKC 73149
Shrine access:
W-F: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
SAT: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Observation area on access 
road open 24 hours

During the month of July, a prayer pilgrimage in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City called El Camino 
de Apla’s will be held to pray for the archdiocese and 
for the intercession of Blessed Stanley Rother. “Ap-
la’s” was the affectionate nickname given to Blessed 
Stanley by the Mayan descendants of 
Santiago Atitlan, Guatemala. It means 
“Francis” in their native language 
of Tzutuhil.

As part of the pilgrimage, 
prayer teams will visit every 
parish and mission in the 
archdiocese as well as the 
Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine to join with pa-
rishioners to pray specif-
ically for four things: for 
the grace of conversion, 
for a greater outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit, for an 
advance of the mis-
sion of the Church and 
for the canonization of 
Blessed Stanley Rother. 

The opportunities to 
pray are open to every-
one and no registration is 
required. 

Archbishop Paul Coakley has 
approved a plenary indulgence 
for anyone who visits seven church-
es in the archdiocese with the Camino 
Passport, prays the intercessory prayer 
and completes at least one of the following at each 
location: pray the rosary, spend time in adoration, 
participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation or 
attend Mass. 

Find the schedule and more information at  
archokc.org/aplascamino.

Blessed Stanley Rother, pray for us!

Durante el mes de julio, se llevará a cabo un 
camino de oración en la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma 
City llamada El Camino de Apla’s para orar por la 
arquidiócesis y por la intercesión del Beato Stanley 
Rother. “Apla’s” fue el apodo cariñoso que le dieron 

al Beato Stanley los descendientes 
mayas de Santiago Atitlán, Gua-

temala. Significa “Francisco” 
en su idioma nativo de 

Tzutuhil.
Como parte de la 
peregrinación, los 
equipos de oración 
visitarán cada par-
roquia y misión en 
la arquidiócesis, así 
como el Santuario 
del Beato Stanley 
para unirse con 
los feligreses y orar 
específicamente 
por cuatro cosas: 
por la gracia de la 
conversión, por una 

mayor efusión del 
Espíritu Santo, por 

un avance de la misión 
de la Iglesia y por la in-

tercesión del Beato Stan-
ley. Las oportunidades para 

orar están abiertas a todos y 
no es necesario registrarse.

El arzobispo Coakley ha aprobado 
una indulgencia plenaria para cualquier persona 
que visite siete iglesias en la arquidiócesis con el 
Pasaporte Camino, reza la oración de canonización 
y completa al menos una de las siguientes en cada 
lugar: rezar el rosario, pasar tiempo en adoración, 
participar en el Sacramento de la Reconciliación o 
asistir a la Misa. 

Learn more at archokc.org/aplascamino

Wednesday, July 7 

Goltry, St. Michael
Enid, Catholic Charities 
Enid, St. Joseph Catholic School
Enid, St. Francis Xavier - Mass 
(6 p.m.)
Sulphur, St. Francis Xavier 

Ada, St. Joseph – Mass 
(12:15 p.m.)
Wewoka, St. Joseph Chapel  
Seminole, Immaculate Conception

Thursday, July 8  

Enid, St. Gregory - Mass (9 a.m.)

Bison, St. Joseph 
Hennessey, St. Joseph
Kingfisher, Sts. Peter and Paul 
Purcell, Our Lady of Victory 
Wanette, St. Mary 
Konowa, Sacred Heart 

Full schedule archokc.org/aplascamino
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

The Catholic presence in 
Tonkawa can be traced 
back to 1903 when 

Father Renier Sevens, pastor of 
Ponca City, celebrated Mass for 
Catholics in the area. He even-
tually bought the old Method-
ist church for the purpose of 
providing a worship space for 
the young community. Bishop 
Meerschaert blessed the build-
ing for Catholic use on May 3, 
1909. 

By 1911, Tonkawa had be-
come a mission of Blackwell. 
With the Three Sands oil boom 
(Tonkawa being at the center of 
it), the town thrived, and resi-
dents were becoming wealthy. 
It now seemed to be the oppor-
tune moment to build a new 
church.

Funds to make this happen 
were not a problem as the 
church was paid for when it 
was completed. This was an 
anomaly in Oklahoma as the 
practice of the Church was that 
a church could be dedicated 
but not consecrated until the 
debt was retired. 

As a point of reference, The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help in Oklahoma City 
was dedicated in 1924 but 
not consecrated until 1947. 
The first church consecrated 
in Oklahoma was Holy Family 

(later cathedral) in Tulsa 
in 1925. Saint Joseph 

Catholic Church was 
consecrated on July 
5, 1926, the second 

such action in the state. 
Bishop Kelley was entertain-

ing a guest from Rome. His 
guest, Archbishop Giuseppe 
Palica, was drafted to perform 
the six-hour marathon ceremo-
ny with Kelley assisting. One 
can only imagine enduring this 
in the midst of an Oklahoma 
summer before the advent of 
air conditioning. The edifice 
was beautifully done and due 
to its size and importance, 
Blackwell became a mission of 
Tonkawa.

What became of the old 
church? Moved from the prem-
ises, it continued to serve the 
Church of God in Tonkawa. 
This prairie ingenuity of re-
purposing saw one building 
being utilized by three different 
denominations.

Tonkawa became one of the 
centers for Bishop Kelley’s Lap-
eer Experiment. While a parish 
priest in Michigan, Kelley saw 
the poverty and extreme lone-
liness of rural parish life for 
the clergy. He devised a plan to 
house several priests to reside 
in the same central location 
and minister to several parish-
es. Upon becoming bishop in 
Oklahoma, he eventually es-
tablished a few of these centers 
with Tonkawa being the most 
successful due to a large recto-
ry and the leadership of Father 
Stephen Leven. Leven was a 
pioneer in the field of evan-
gelization and perfected the 
technique of street preaching 

proclaiming the gospel whenev-
er and wherever. This dynamic 
priest went on to become the 
first Oklahoman to be named a 
bishop when he was appointed 
auxiliary of San Antonio.

In 1948, the parish opened 
an elementary school initially 
run by the Felician Sisters out 
of Ponca City. Unfortunately, 
like so many other small rural 
schools, the struggle to keep 
the doors open was too much 
for this community and it 
closed in 1963. 

For nearly 120 years, Saint 
Joseph Catholic Church has 
served the people of northern 
Oklahoma with a rich history 
and strong foundation in the 
faith.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

St. Joseph Catholic Church, 
Tonkawa

Archbishop Coakley, Fr. Joseph 
Irwin, priests of the archdiocese, 
deacons and parishioners cele-
brated the 125th anniversary of 
St. Joseph Catholic Church on 
June 12 in Norman. Look for a 
story in the July 4 issue of the 
Sooner Catholic. Photos Chris 
Porter/Sooner Catholic.
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Oklahoma City Police, St. James partner 
to fight truancy

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

Oklahoma City police 
have taken on a new 
way of addressing 
truancy. The former 
truancy program 

averaged nearly 200 citations each 
year for unexcused absences. 
In 2021, the Youth Enrichment 
Services program has issued zero 
citations and has provided ser-
vices to more than 150 families. 
The goal of the program is to help 
families and improve community 
relations. 

Master Sgt. Michael Aleman said 
the department realized it was the 
same kids over and over who were 
missing school. Aleman said they 
shifted the focus to elementary 
kids to help them early. Amidst a 
multitude of socioeconomic rea-
sons these students weren’t going 
to school, there was one repetitive 
issue: head lice. 

To secure treatment kits for 
families, the department turned to 
Saint James the Greater Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma City. 

With the support of Father Pru-
ett, Deacon Marti Gulikers and the 
Knights of Columbus, the program 
soon had access to several lice kits 
to distribute within the communi-
ty. 

“This has grown into a huge 
ministry, where if a family needs 
food, they have access to a multi-
tude of food banks. We can bypass 
red tape, and we can feed a family 
within an hour,” Aleman said.

“It started small with different 
groups in the parish providing lice 
kits for them and just snowballed 
because it’s just a good thing,” 
Deacon Gulikers said. I think 
that’s a good way for the police to 
reach out to families. They see the 
families in need. Parishes don’t 
always see those families in need. 
We are just one parish that is 

helping. If everyone is doing that, 
it is going to be a great help to the 
police department.” 

Father Bill Pruett said it’s im-
portant to work to establish re-
lationships between the police 
department and the communities 
they serve, including the com-
munity of Saint James Catholic 
Church, which has a large Hispan-
ic population. 

Saint James also hosts a Red 
Andrews Dinner at Christmas, 
invites police officers to visit the 
school and works through Deacon 
Fernando Hernandez to help at-
risk youth. 

While the program began with 
the support of Saint James, it has 
expanded to include several local 
organizations. 

“This is a new way of doing com-
munity-based policing and to get 
embedded in our communities,” 
Aleman said. “We help each other 
rather than penalizing each other.” 

Sgt. Jordan Wacker reached out 
to food banks and other agencies, 
creating new partnerships within 
the community. 

“Those partnerships have al-
lowed us to provide goods, clothing 
and food, and to be able to get 
those needs met that day, im-
mediately, which is huge for us,” 
Wacker said. “You don’t want to 
go out to a family, and they say, 
‘We’re starving,’ and get back to 
them in a couple of days. Partner-
ships with Saint James, Urban 
Mission, Pivot and Sharing Tree 

have been invaluable.”
Now, when police 

respond to a call where 
a child was exposed to 
a traumatic event, they 

create an alert within the system, 
which alerts the school system and 
the truancy program that a child 
was exposed to trauma. 

“The longer we have worked with 
the schools and dealt with these 
families, most of the time they are 
not missing school, especially in 
elementary, because of behavior. 
There is usually some type of life 
stress or basic need. Instead of 
punishing them, we help meet 
their needs. Then, it’s a lot easier 
to concentrate on the day-to-day 
stuff,” Wacker said.

Tabitha Narvaiz, executive direc-
tor of the Sharing Tree, an Okla-
homa City-based nonprofit, said 
it’s especially important to partner 
with OCPD because they’re so pas-
sionate about helping people. 

“This is profound,” Narvaiz said, 
“this is unlike any other school 
district I have seen. I think they 
are on the cutting edge of what 

these services can do.” 
Organizations like the 

Sharing Tree comprise es-
sential partnerships for the 
newly named Youth Enrich-
ment Services program. 

“We have a facility stocked 
with clothing, shoes, etc. 
Clients come in and shop 
based on their needs and 
preferences, and we want to 
make sure their clients come 
in and feel valued, special, 
dignified.”

For more information or 
to help, contact michael.
aleman@okc.gov. 

Eliana Tedrow is a free-
lance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic. 

Sgt. Jordan Wacker, Dcn. Marti Gulikers Fr. Bill Pruett and Msgt. Michael Aleman of Youth Enrichment Services for the 
Oklahoma City Police Department. Photo provided.
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family,” Collean Frederickson 
said. 

He said his faith is strong and 
his aim in life is to serve God, 
attend Mass and care for his 
family. Frederickson is active at 
Saint Joseph Catholic Church 
in Ada and has served with the 
Knights of Columbus and prison 
ministry.

Frederickson’s children worked 
together to write the following 
statement about their dad.

“Dad gave his best in raising 
us together with mom given what 
he had. He taught us the value 
of hard work and was diligent in 
passing on the Catholic faith to 
us through the example of pray-
ing the Rosary, attending Mass 
and reading the scriptures. We 
all feel blessed to be raised in a 
home that was devoted to the 
Catholic faith.”

Kyle Craddock – Ardmore
Kyle Craddock has been mar-

ried to Megan for seven years 
and they are the proud parents 
of two children, Blakely and 
Carter. Craddock works in the 
family funeral home business in 
Ardmore.

Deacon Juan Jimenez, from 
Saint Mary Catholic Church in 
Ardmore, said, “Despite many 
young families staying away 
during the COVID crisis, you 
always could count on Kyle and 
his family being in church every 
weekend.”

“Kyle has been a rock to me 
when times get tough,” Megan 
Craddock said. “We prayed for 
our babies throughout both 
pregnancies and always placed 
our trust in God. I went into 
labor with our first while we were 

attending 5:30 p.m. Saturday 
Mass. I looked at Kyle during the 
sign of peace slightly panicked 
and he was ready to get to the 
hospital. I told him we needed 
to go receive communion and 
then we would go straight to the 
hospital after. It helped to give 
us strength to get through the 
28-hour labor and c-section that 

were in store for us.”
She added, “Kyle has a passion 

for funeral directing and I have 
been approached by many people 
who he has helped during loss, 
and they always comment on 
how kind and caring he is. They 
always say how comfortable he 
made them feel and that they 
really feel that he cares for them 
and their loved ones.” 

Craddock’s 6-year-old daughter 
Blakely said, “I love my dad be-
cause sometimes he squishes us 
when we are grumpy. He gives us 
piggyback rides and I love play-
ing with him.” 

His 3-year-old son Carter add-
ed, “I love playing with Paw Pa-
trol with my dad. I love when my 
dad helps me take off my socks 
and helps me eat.”

Juan Velarde - Sulphur
Juan Velarde’s family immi-

grated to the United States from 
Mexico when he was 7 years old. 
He has six siblings and said he 

learned a lot from his dad. 
“He taught me how to work for 

what I have, and to put God first, 
family second and myself last. He 
taught me how to use tools to get 
the job done and that money also 
is just a tool. He taught me that 
to love God is to love my wife, 
and to love my wife is to love 
my children. He taught me that 
recreation is re-creation. I hope 
to be like him someday, and that 
my boys will want to follow in his 
footsteps too,” Velarde said.

Velarde and his late wife Robyn 
married in 1996 in Scottsdale, 
Ariz. They have three sons, Ma-

son, Bridges and Van. In 2002, 
they moved to Sulphur and 
joined Saint Francis Xavier Cath-
olic Church. He started teaching 
religious education classes and 
has been involved in parish life 
ever since. 

His wife died three and a half 
years ago.

“She made our house a home. 
She reminded us of our calling 
when we would forget. Now, that 
is all on me. I try to fill in for 
her, but I fail often. It is not easy 
being an only parent, but it is 
what the Lord has given me, and 
I am grateful for the time we had 
together and that I still have my 
sons,” Velarde said. “I’ve really 
enjoyed being a dad, because, 
well, my kids are great, but also 
because I feel I can help bring 
Christian values back to the cul-
ture by raising good men.”

Mason Velarde said, “Our dad 
has been our ballast through 
many rough times, but most im-
pressively through the death our 
mother. His mission is raising 
us to be great men. Although 
some of us will find different 
paths, we carry the same flame 
in our hearts. Our dad has 
shown us what it means to love 
like Christ.”

Bridges Velarde added, “My 
dad, an immigrant to the Unit-
ed States, the hardest worker 
I know, jack of all trades, ded-
icated to family, and father to 
me and my brothers (and many 
of our friends who have told me 
about his fatherly role in their 
lives) could be nothing less than 
an image of Saint Joseph, the 
patron saint of immigrants, 
workers, families and fathers.”

Charles Albert is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

“Rosemary Nyirumbe: sewing hope in Ugan-
da” by Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda is a biography 
of Sister Rosemary Nyirumbe, a Sister of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus in Uganda. 

Sister Rosemary was born in northern Ugan-
da in 1956. She is one of nine children. Scap-
erlanda tells the story of the early life of Sister 
Rosemary growing up in northern Uganda, 
which has been the region of violent upheaval 
throughout the recent decades. To tell the story 
of Sister Rosemary’s life is to tell the story of 
northern Uganda and how she and her reli-
gious community have lived and ministered in 
that region. 

Sister Rosemary entered the Comboni Sisters 
at age 15. She was a bit too young canonically 
to have done that, but the superiors did not 
notice her age. The Comboni Sisters were an 
Italian community. They wanted to create an 
African community, which occurred in 1976 
with the creation of the Sisters of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. 

The new community had houses in South 

Sudan with Juba the capital as the site of their 
motherhouse; in Kenya and in Uganda. Sister 
Rosemary and the sisters set up missions and 
schools to help girls 
and young women get 
an education and to 
learn a trade, espe-
cially sewing.

Uganda has gone 
through a lot of trou-
bles starting with the 
dictatorship of Idi Amin who was over-
thrown in 1978 but was followed by John 
Kony and his Lord’s Salvation Army later 
named the Lord’s Resistance Army. 

Kony’s followers would abduct children 
and turn them into soldiers who were 
forced to kill their parents and other family 
members. Some of the children also were 
raped. Sister Rosemary and others said that 
Kony and his followers were/are evil. Many of 
the children escaped and would seek help from 
Sister Rosemary and others. She helped them 
to learn a vocation and helped with the trauma 
they endured. What was done to these children 
was horrendous and will scar them forever. 
Sister Rosemary has been involved in helping 

them get through the trauma. This book shows 
these efforts.

Sister Rosemary has had enough time be-
tween her ministries to get an education that 
has been of benefit to her ministry. She has 

won many awards that have 
benefited her work like the 
CNN Heroes, Time’s 100 
most influential people and 
others. She has been called 
the Mother Teresa of Africa.

Several Oklahomans have 
been involved in helping her. 
This book has an introduc-
tion, six chapters, endnotes, 
a bibliography and an index. 
There are no maps, which 
could have helped to know 
exactly where places were 
that were mentioned in the 

book. This book is part of Liturgical Press’s 
People of God series. This book is very high-
ly recommended to those interested in Sister 
Rosemary and the troubles in Uganda. 

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., St. Gregory’s Abbey, 
Shawnee, is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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Book Review: Sewing Hope in Uganda

Kyle Craddock Juan Velarde
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Mount St. Mary
c a t h o l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l

McKaena
Abernathy

Rose State 
College

Katie
Abshagen

University of 
Oklahoma

Kennedy
Allison

East Central 
University

Cole
Armitage

University of 
Oklahoma

Elaizah
Asuncion

University of 
Arizona

Dillon
Brierly

Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University

Jacob
Brooks

Northeastern State 
University

Anthony
Burns

Metro 
Tech

Malissa
Carrasco

University of 
Central Oklahoma

John
Cervantes

University of 
Oklahoma

Gabriel
Cornelius

Oklahoma State 
University

John
Daniels

Oklahoma State 
University

John
Dengler, Jr.

Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University

Tiffany
Diggs

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Daniel
Do

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Noelle
Ducote

Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University

Raphael
Dunlap

Connors State 
College

Drew
Faires

Redlands Community 
College

Zachary
Fees

University of Central 
Oklahoma

Emilie
Fidelie

University of 
Arkansas

Zoe
Field 

Oklahoma City 
University

Jose
Filippo

Workforce

Abraham
Garcia

University of 
Oklahoma

Max
Garza

Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University

Hannah
Gianino

University of 
Oklahoma

Myrka
Gomez

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Hunter
Gum

Francis Tuttle 
Technology Center

Marcus
Hall

Aberystwyth 
University

Garrett
Hanke

Oklahoma State 
University

Luke 
Harstad

Oklahoma State 
University

Miguel
Hernandez

Workforce

Avery
Hill

Undecided

Jake
Hunsucker

Loyola University 
New Orleans

Faith
Irwin

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Michael
Isaacs

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Eric
Jaquez

University of 
Oklahoma

Austin
Joseph

University of 
Oklahoma

Dylan
Kemether

University of 
Kansas

Beth
Kinyon

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Nicholas
Lamirand

Oklahoma State 
University

Savannah
Lane

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Ethan
Lang

University of 
Oklahoma

Nora
Lee

Northeastern State 
University

Jackson
Leon

University of 
Oklahoma

Carsten
Logan 

University of 
Miami

Sarah
Martin

University of 
Arkansas

Pedro
Martínez

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Jasmine
Massey

Southern Nazarene 
University

Amanda
Mayer

Oklahoma State 
University - OKC

Ryan
McCubbin

Oklahoma State 
University

Jaelyn
Mendez-Johnson

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Edgar
Morales

Newman 
University

Ethan
O’Connor

Oklahoma State 
University

Kimberly
Olvera

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Diana
Orellana

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Kaden
Parker

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Rory
Paxton

Rose State 
College

Cassie
Pedder

Oklahoma State 
University

Brandon
Penland

Canadian County 
Votech

Kaitlyn
Pivniska

West Texas A&M 
University
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Charles
Potter

Oklahoma State 
University 

Micah
Quiambao

University of 
Arkansas

Rachael
Ray

Abilene Christian 
University

Tucker
Resolute

Marymount
University

Diego
Restrepo

University of Health 
Sciences and Pharmacy

Michael
Rischard 

Loyola University 
Chicago

Nicholas
Robbins

University of 
Oklahoma

Chris
Rodarte

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Allison
Roebuck

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Jackson
Salsman-Whitfield 

University of 
Central Arkansas

Kinsey
Samuels

Oklahoma State 
University

Sarah
Scanlon

University of 
Oklahoma

Emma
Seirafi-pour

University of 
Oklahoma

Katie
Self

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Stephanie
Sherry

Colorado State 
University

Andrew
Spellman

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Meralyn
Staudt

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Ian
Torres Acuña

Washington University 
in St. Louis

Brianna
Vazquez

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Luke
Wagner

United States 
Naval Academy 

Ryan
Wagner

Oklahoma State 
University

Evelyn
Warren

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Katelin
Watt

The University 
of Idaho

Emma
West

University of 
Oklahoma

Abbey
Whitten

Oklahoma State 
University

James
Wildes

Oklahoma State 
University

Van
Winkeler

University of 
Oklahoma

Adam
Wolf

Oklahoma State 
University

Conlan
Woodward

Oklahoma City 
Community College

McKenzie
Woolley

University of 
Oklahoma

Dillon
Yakish

Barnes Real
Estate School 

Isabel
York

University of 
Oklahoma

Mount St. Mary
c a t h o l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l

Sooner Catholic

Turner
Thompson

Oklahoma State 
University - OKC

Mount St. Mary Catholic High School
2801 S. Shartel Ave., OKC 73109 

mountstmary.org

For information on admissions, applications, shadow visits 
and financial assistance, contact: (405) 631-8865.

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School
801 N.W. 50, OKC 73118 

bmchs.org 

For information on admissions, financial aid, placement test, 
tuition and enrollment deadlines, contact: (405) 842-6638.
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Rachel
Abbott

University of 
Oklahoma

Lane
Adkins

University of 
Oklahoma

Lana 
Al-Botros

University of 
Oklahoma

Daniel
Allen

Oklahoma State 
University

Ali
Anderson

University of 
Oklahoma

William
Armstrong

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Nory
Ashworth

University of 
Oklahoma

Ayden
Barringer

Colorado State 
University

Julianne
Bentley

University of 
Oklahoma

Sophia
Birks

Newcastle 
University

Kaitlyn
Bishop

University of 
Oklahoma

Micaela
Borrego

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Carleigh
Bouma

University of 
Oklahoma

Daniel
Broussard

University of 
Oklahoma

Matthew
Bruno

University of 
Oklahoma

Sarah
Burdette

Columbia 
University

Kalli
Burke

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Ricardo
Bustillo

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Caleb
Candler

University of 
Oklahoma

Catherine
Carter

University of 
Oklahoma

Andrew
Chambers

College of the 
Siskiyous

Luke
Chansolme

Texas Christian 
University

Fabio
Chirinos

University of 
Oklahoma

Ian
Chumo

Texas Christian 
University

Alysse
Clark

San Diego State 
University

Henry
Coffman

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Matthew
Coomes

Texas A&M 
University

Elyse
Cronic

Oklahoma State 
University

Emma
Cropper

University of 
Arkansas

Alexa
Cunningham

Oklahoma State 
University

Sophia
Davies

Oklahoma City 
University 

Cassius
Davis

Wichita State 
University

Ashton
Decuire

Northern Oklahoma 
College – Stillwater

Raven
Diver

Oklahoma State 
University

Jackson
Doggett

University of 
Oklahoma

Jackson
Edmonds

University of 
Oklahoma

Natalie
Edmonds

University of 
Oklahoma

Joy
Ejiofor

Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University 

Jacob
Elder

Westminster 
College

Grace
Engel

Loyola University 
Chicago

William
Ertl

Oklahoma State 
University

Juan
Escobar, Jr.

University of 
Oklahoma 

Ashley
Fair

University of Colorado 
Colorado Springs

Isabelle
Farley

Gap Year

Hadley
Ferguson

University of 
Oklahoma

Finn
Field

Gap Year

Talon
Floyd

Oklahoma State 
University

Robert
Fuhrman

Undecided

Lunden
Gaddis

Langston 
University

Itzel
Garcia-Pasillas

Rose State 
College

Gunner
Gardner

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Molly
Godfrey

University of 
Oklahoma

Ashley
Gonzalez

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Michael
Goodman

Oklahoma State 
University

Casey
Gormley

University of 
Oklahoma

Jeremy
Gramajo

Workforce

Angelica
Graves

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Paola
Grella

University of 
Oklahoma

Gabriel
Grim

United States Air 
Force Academy

Nathan
Gutkowski

University of 
Oklahoma
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Samantha
Guzman

Oral Roberts 
University

Sophia
Hammersley

School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago

Evan
Hammond

Oklahoma City 
University

Matthew
Hardin

Oklahoma State 
University

Caden
Harris

Rose State 
College

Keith
Hernandez

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Jillian
Hibbard

Oklahoma State 
University

Carlos
Hidalgo

University of 
Oklahoma

Jacob
Holman

University of 
Oklahoma

Parker
Holmes

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Mason
Hopkins

University of 
Central Oklahoma

AnnaCate
Howeth

Oklahoma State 
University

William
Janson

University of 
Oklahoma

Gavin
Johnston

Oklahoma State 
University

Haden
Johnston

University of 
Oklahoma

Kira
Jones

Washington University  
St. Louis

Jake
Kelley

Indiana Tech

Joseph
Kelly

Oklahoma State 
University

Patraic
Kierl

Oklahoma State 
University

Lois
Klechka

United States Air 
Force Academy

Olivia
Kowals

Trinity College

Maxwell
Kuykendall

University of 
Oklahoma

Wyatt
Lanphear

Oklahoma State 
University 

Paula
Le

University of 
Oklahoma

Hannah
Lee

University of 
Oklahoma

Evyn
Lehr

University of 
Oklahoma

Catherine
Leonard

University of 
Michigan

James
Limber

University of 
Oklahoma

Kate
Lipps

Oklahoma State 
University

John
Lopez

Oklahoma State 
University

Jacob
Lynch

Vocational/
Technical School

Elena
Macias

Undecided

Matthew
Mannix

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Jacob
Margo

University of 
Oklahoma

Edward
Martinez

Oklahoma State 
University - OKC

Sergio
Martinez, Jr.

Oklahoma State 
University - OKC

Luke
Mashburn

University of 
Oklahoma

Raycer
McCaleb

University of 
Oklahoma

Peyton
McCuan

University of 
Southern California

Emily
McDougall

University of 
Notre Dame

Cade
McNeil

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Charles
Medley

University of 
Oklahoma

Liv
Messina

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Hector
Moncada Murillo

Undecided

Cooper
Moody

United States Military 
Academy Prep School

Walter
Morales Pasillas

Wichita State 
University

Grady
Morton

University of 
Oklahoma

Jackson
Morton

University of 
Oklahoma

Grant
Murphy

Undecided

Jackson
Nashert

University of 
Oklahoma

Madeline
Neff

University of 
Georgia

Jane
Nelson

University of 
Kansas

Benjamin
Newby

University of 
Oklahoma

Andy
Nguyen

University of 
Oklahoma

Huan
Nguyen

University of 
Oklahoma

Kaeli
Nguyen

University of 
Southern California

Rose
Nguyen

University of 
Notre Dame

Thien
Nguyen

University of 
Oklahoma

Kip
Nichols

University of 
Oklahoma

Elsie
Offiah

University of 
Oklahoma
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Presley
Parker

University of 
Arkansas

Catherine
Price

University of 
Oklahoma

Thomas
Raglow

University of 
Dallas

Katherine
Ramirez

University of 
Oklahoma

Andrew
Regier

Kansas City 
Art Institute

Jackson
Reininger

University of 
Oklahoma

Zachary
Rhone

University of 
Oklahoma

Carson
Rice

Oklahoma State 
University

Julia
Richard

University 
of Tulsa

Angela
Robinson

Gap Year

Robert
Ross

Undecided

Caroline
Roten

Oklahoma State 
University

Elise
Rountree

Gap Year

Madelyn
Rowlan

University of 
Oklahoma

Aubrey
Ruffin

Oklahoma State 
University

Oscar
Ruiz

Oklahoma State 
University

Isabella
Sanchez

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Ariel
Santos

Oklahoma State 
University

Shelby
Savely

University of 
Oklahoma

Drew
Schomas

University of 
Notre Dame

Joseph
Schultz

University of 
Oklahoma

Ryan
Schwartz

Washington and 
Lee University

Timothy
Schwartz

University of 
Oklahoma

Jaxon
Scivally

University of 
Oklahoma

Haley
Shanahan

Oklahoma Christian 
University

Yosakorn
Sirisoot

King Mongkut’s Institution of 
Technology Ladkrabang

Joseph
Smallwood

Undecided

Dylan
Sokolosky

Oklahoma City 
University

Hunter
Spears

University of 
St. Mary

Carter
Stone

University of 
Oklahoma

Jocelyn
Suarez

Undecided

Adam
Sweis

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Tameka
Talley

University of 
Oklahoma

Luke
Tarman

Oklahoma State 
University

Landon
Tebow

Workforce

Grace
Thielke

University of 
Oklahoma

Ethan
Tillotson

Oklahoma State 
University

Lucas
Tolbert

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Sarah
Tran

University 
of Tulsa

Christina
Vo

University of 
Oklahoma

Peter
Watkins

Undecided

Brigitte
Webb

Georgetown 
University

Daniel
Webber

Georgia Tech

Adam
Wheeler

University of 
Oklahoma 

Jennifer
Vo

East Central
University 

Luke
Wienecke

George Washington 
University

Marshall
Wilcoxen

Gap Year

Charles
Williams

Oklahoma State 
University

Jacob
Williams

Oklahoma State 
University

Matthew
Williams

Purdue 
University

Gunner
Wilson

University of 
Oklahoma

Mallory
Winfrey

St. Olaf 
College

Elizabeth
Wright

University of 
Kansas

Helen
Wright

Oklahoma State 
University 

Emma
Rogers

University of 
Oklahoma
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“GOD’S LOVE CALLS US TO MOVE BEYOND 
FEAR. WE ASK GOD FOR THE COURAGE TO 

ABANDON OURSELVES UNRESERVEDLY, 
SO THAT WE MIGHT BE MOLDED BY GOD’S 
GRACE, EVEN AS WE CANNOT SEE WHERE 

THAT PATH MAY LEAD US.”

-  ST.  IGNATIUS OF LOYOL A
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Catholic Schools Jobs Box
Download teacher application 

packet at archokc.org/careers.

Director of Catholic education - 
OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a Director of Catho-
lic Education who will serve as Su-
perintendent of Catholic Schools. 
Master’s degree in education/
administration required (doctorate 
preferred); practicing Catholic in 
good standing; demonstrate admin-
istrative leadership experience; and 
possess a proven ability to interact 
effectively with stakeholders, staff, 
parents and students. Submit re-
sume/C.V. and a letter of introduc-
tion to nlargent@archokc.org.

Teachers - OKC
Sacred Heart Catholic School 

in Oklahoma City is hiring the 
following positions for the 2021-
2022 school year: PreK-4 teacher; 
5th grade teacher, middle school 
religion teacher part-time; mu-
sic teacher part-time; art teacher 
part-time (art and music teacher 
can be combined to be a full-time 
position). Contact Principal Tera 
Albert, (405) 634-5673, principal@
sacredheartokc.org.

Dean of students - OKC
The Catholic School of St. Eu-

gene is accepting applications for 
a part-time or full-time dean of 
students for the 2021-2022 school 
year. Serving in a leadership role, 
the dean of students is responsible 
for facilitating the social emotional 
curriculum and discipline; pro-
mote, maintain, and support staff, 
students and families to fulfill the 
mission, vision and Gospel values 
of our school. Background prefer-
ences include counseling, teaching 
and/or administration. Send re-
sume, cover letter and application 
to Principal Molly Goldsworthy,  
jobs@steugeneschool.org.  

Teachers - OKC
The Catholic School of St. Eu-

gene is accepting applications for 
the 2021-2022 school year in the 
following areas: middle school 
science, Spanish and music. Must 
have a bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion with state certification. Send 
resume, cover letter and applica-
tion to Principal Molly Goldswor-
thy, jobs@steugeneschool.org.  

Principal – Yukon
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 

School is searching for a principal 
for the 2021-2022 school year. St. 
John Nepomuk is a PreK 3 - 8th 
grade Catholic school in Yukon. 
Practicing Catholic in good stand-
ing; master’s (or higher) degree in 
education, school administration 
and/or related field; minimum 
of five years of teaching. Position 
effective July 1. For an application, 
contact the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City Catholic Schools Office,  
(405) 721-4202.

Teacher’s assistant - Yukon
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 

School is accepting applications for 

a teacher’s assistant for the full day 
PreK-4 program. Send resume to 
principal@sjnok.org. 

Guest teacher - Yukon
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 

School is accepting applications 
for a long-term guest teacher for 
the 2nd grade in Fall 2021. The 
start date is Aug. 1. The substi-
tute must have a bachelor’s degree 
in education with state teaching 
certification in the desired teaching 
area is preferred. Send cover letter, 
resume and copy of teaching certif-
icate to Principal Natalie Johnson,  
principal@sjnok.org.

School secretary - OKC
St. James Catholic School is 

seeking a full-time school secre-
tary and administrative assistant 
to the principal. Strong written 
and verbal communication skills; 
light bookkeeping, outstanding 
technology skills, strong organiza-
tional and time management skills. 
Responsible for opening the school. 
Bilingual in English and Spanish 
preferred. No phone calls. E-mail 
resume to Principal Alicia Vazquez, 
avazquez@stjames-catholic.org. 

IT specialist - OKC
Christ the King Catholic School 

is seeking an IT specialist for the 
2021-2022 school year. Bachelor’s 
degree and IT experience required. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
Amy Feighny, afeighny@ckschool.
com. 

Math teacher - OKC
Christ the King Catholic School 

is seeking a math teacher for the 
2021-2022 school year. Bachelor’s 
degree in secondary education or a 
bachelor’s degree in mathematics 
along with a state teaching cer-
tificate is required. Send resume 
and cover letter to Amy Feighny, 
afeighny@ckschool.com. 

Director of college initiatives – 
OKC

Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 
School seeks a director of college 
initiatives. Bachelor’s degree a 
must; master’s degree in guidance 
counseling or valid counseling 
certificate preferred. Starts June 
2021. Apply at cristoreyokc.org/
careers. 

Social counselor – OKC 
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School seeks a social counselor 
for the 2021-2022 school year. 
Must have master’s degree and be 
a licensed clinical social worker or 
licensed professional counselor. 
Apply at cristoreyokc.org/careers. 
Starts July 2021.   

Dean of curriculum and 
instruction – OKC 

Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 
School seeks a dean of curriculum 
and instruction to support school 
culture while developing the skills 
of faculty and staff. Master’s degree 
with principal certification pre-
ferred. Apply at cristoreyokc.org/
careers. Starts June 2021. 

Teachers – OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School seeks a science and math-
ematics teacher for the 2021-2022 
school year. Master’s degree with 
principal certification preferred. 
Apply at cristoreyokc.org/careers.  
Starts July 2021.  

Van driver - OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a part-time van 
driver to transport students to and 
from work and special school func-
tions. Some qualifications include 
valid driver’s license; ability to pass 
background check and a clean 
DMV record (five years); bilingual 
(English/Spanish) speaking a plus; 
ability and willingness to work 
a split-shift; experience and/or 
willingness to work with youth ages 
14-18. Send resume and a brief 
statement of interest to Ashton.
Smith@CristoReyOKC.org.

Teachers - Okarche
Holy Trinity Catholic School is 

accepting applications for the fol-
lowing positions: Early childhood, 
elementary and middle school 
English language arts for the 2021-
2022 school year. Bachelor’s degree 
in education and an Oklahoma 
teacher certification required. Send 
resume and a copy of the teaching 
certificate to Principal Alice New-
man, anewman@holytrinityok.org. 
No phone calls.

Teachers – Midwest City
St. Philip Neri Catholic School is 

seeking early childhood and ele-
mentary teachers. Applicants must 
hold state certification. Teaching 
experience preferred. E-mail re-
sume to Principal Brenda Tener,  
btener@spnok.org.

Counselor - OKC
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School is seeking an expe-
rienced high school counselor to 
communicate with parents, teach-
ers and administration regarding 
student progress. Master’s degree; 
valid high school counseling certif-
icate; and at least three years high 
school experience. Contact Sandy 
Nedbalek, snedbalek@bmchs.org.

Fifth-grade teacher - OKC
Rosary Catholic School is accept-

ing applications for a 5th grade 
teacher for the 2021-2022 school 
year. Interested applicants should 
hold a bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion and have an Oklahoma teach-
er certification. Send a resume and 
a copy of the teaching certificate to 
Principal Christy Harris, principal@
rosaryschool.com. 

Music teacher - OKC
Bishop John Carroll Catholic 

School has a flexible opening for 
someone to lead the music and 
performing arts program. This 
teacher will oversee the PreK-8th 
music and theater performances 
and teach three elective classes a 
week in middle school. Must be 
able to work with the parish music 
director. Send resume and state-

ment of interest to Principal Tim 
McFadden, principal@bjccs.org.

Elementary teacher - OKC
Bishop John Carroll Catholic 

School is seeking an elementary 
teacher. Must be a certified teach-
er with experience in elementary 
education. Experience in Catholic 
education preferred. Send resume 
and statement of interest to Prin-
cipal Tim McFadden, principal@
bjccs.org.

Teachers - Enid
St. Joseph Catholic School is 

accepting applications for full-time 
1st and 3rd grade teachers for the 
2021-2022 school year. Oklahoma 
state certification required. Con-
tact Wade Laffey, (580) 242-4449,  
wlaffey@stjosephschoolenid.com.

Teachers – El Reno
Sacred Heart Catholic School is 

accepting applications for full-time 
6th grade teaching position for 
the 2021-2022 school year. Okla-
homa state certification required. 
Send resume to Shannon Statton, 
princpal@sacredheartelreno.com.

Fourth-grade teacher - OKC
St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 

School is seeking a certified 4th 
grade teacher for the 2021-2022 
school year. E-mail cover letter and 
resume to Principal Todd Gungoll, 
principal@scbokc.org.

Middle school teachers - OKC
St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 

School is seeking certified middle 
school teachers for the 2021-2022 
school year in the areas of math, 
science and possibly theology. 
E-mail cover letter and resume to 
Principal Todd Gungoll, principal@
scbokc.org.

Teachers - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic 

School is accepting applications for 
teachers for the 2021-2022 school 
year. Interested applicants should 
hold at least a bachelor’s degree 
in education with state teaching 
certification in the desired teaching 
area. Send resume, cover letter and 
copy of teaching certificate to Prin-
cipal Laura Cain, lcain@seasok.org. 
No phone calls.

After-school care - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic 

School is seeking part-time em-
ployees for the after-school care 
program, 3 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Mon-
day-Friday during the school year. 
Contact Kailee Zehrung, (405) 348-
5364, kzehrung@seasok.org.

 
Catapult teachers needed

Catapult Learning works with the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City to 
provide instructional intervention 
services to students while coordi-
nating efforts with school person-
nel. Visit catapultlearning.com/
careers

To see more job openings, go on-
line to archokc.org/jobs-box.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Los Mandamientos de la Iglesia: 
la Santa Comunión

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

En medio del calor 
de Oklahoma, el 
trabajo continúa 
en el Santuario del 
Beato Stanley Rother 
en Oklahoma City. 
Pronto, se agregará 
ladrillo a la fachada. 
Por favor, ore por los 
dedicados empleados 
que están construy-
endo el santuario en 
el calor, como lo hizo 
el Beato Stanley en la 
granja en Okarche y 
con muchos proyec-
tos en Guatemala. 
¡Bendito Stanley, 
ruega por nosotros!

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

Continuamos hoy con esta serie sobre los 
Mandamientos de la Iglesia que comencé hace 
varias semanas. Hoy lo dedicaré al tercer man-
damiento: “recibir el Sacramento de la Euca-
ristía al menos por Pascua” (CIC 2042). Para 
propósitos relacionados con este mandamiento, 
la Pascua se entiende en los Estados Unidos 
que comienza el primer Domingo de Cuares-
ma y termina con el Domingo de la Santísima 
Trinidad. 

Dado que reconoce que la Eucaristía es la 
fuente y cumbre de la vida divina, la Iglesia obli-
ga a todos y cada uno de sus miembros a recibir 
la Santa Comunión al menos una vez al año, 
por su propio bienestar y beneficio espiritual. 

Recuerden que los mandamientos de la Igle-
sia nos brindan el requisito “mínimo indispens-
able” para la salud espiritual básica y para el 
crecimiento en el amor a Dios y al prójimo. Lo 
mismo que con nuestra vida física, en nuestra 
vida espiritual también necesitamos nutrirnos 
si queremos florecer y crecer. Necesitamos la 
gracia que nos brinda la Eucaristía si quere-
mos crecer y desarrollarnos como discípulos de 
Jesús. 

Podría parecer que este mandamiento se 
refiere a lo obvio. La mayoría de los católicos 
no necesitan un mandamiento que les recu-
erde que deben recibir la Santa Comunión al 
menos una vez al año. Pero no siempre ha sido 
así. En generaciones pasadas, había momentos 
con largas filas para confesarse, pero filas muy 
cortas para recibir la Santa Comunión. 

Un fuerte sentido de falta de dignidad ante 
la majestad de Dios mantenía a muchos católi-
cos alejados de recibir la Santa Comunión con 
frecuencia. ¡Necesitamos el alimento espiritual 
de la Eucaristía para mantenernos saludables! 
Debemos tener, por un lado, un balance apro-
piado entre un sentido exagerado de indignidad 
y culpa, y una presunción ingenua de la mi-
sericordia de Dios por el otro. Necesitamos reci-
bir la Eucaristía, pero debemos disponernos 
para recibirla de manera apropiada. 

Paradójicamente, la situación parece haberse 
invertido. Por una motivación constante de re-
cibir la Santa Comunión con frecuencia, más y 
más personas la reciben ahora con regularidad. 
Es incluso raro ver a alguien asistiendo a Misa 
y no recibir la Santa Comunión.  

Desafortunadamente cada vez son menos las 
personas que valoran la importancia de recibir 
el Sacramento de la Penitencia. La observan-
cia de estos dos sacramentos debería ir de la 
mano. La recepción devota del Sacramento de 
la Reconciliación nos ayuda a tener una recep-
ción fructífera de la Santa Comunión. Un ex-
amen de consciencia regular y la confesión de 
nuestros pecados nos ayuda a mantener vivo 
en nuestros corazones un sentido de indigni-
dad saludable, así como una apreciación por el 
inmerecido don de la misericordia de Dios. 

El Sacramento de la Penitencia promueve 
la virtud de la humildad y el arrepentimiento 
sin el cual no deberíamos nunca acercarnos a 
recibir el Sacramento del Cuerpo y la Sangre 
de Cristo. Hoy en día, una de las tentaciones y 
daño espiritual más grande es acercarnos a re-
cibir la Santa Comunión de manera indigna, es 
decir, en pecado mortal, lo cual sería además 
un pecado de sacrilegio. 

Hay otras cosas que podemos y debemos hac-
er para asegurarnos de mantener la Eucaristía 
en el centro de nuestras vidas y que nuestra 
devoción eucarística se mantenga firme: 

Algunas son: 
n Podemos ayunar. La obligación del ayuno 

eucarístico por una hora antes de recibir la 
Comunión es un recordatorio pequeño, pero 
importante, de que debemos prepararnos apro-
piada e intencionalmente para este encuentro 
con Cristo en la Santa Comunión; 
n Podemos pasar tiempo en adoración eu-

carística. La adoración eucarística, o pasar 
tiempo en oración ante Cristo sacramentado 
y presente en el tabernáculo o en la custodia, 
agranda en nosotros el hambre profunda y la 
disposición correcta para encontrarnos con 
Cristo en la Santa Comunión; 
n Podemos pasar tiempo en oración en silen-

cio. Prepararnos en oración y en silencio antes 
de la Misa nos ayuda a estar atentos y crear el 
espacio interior necesario para darle 
la bienvenida a Cristo, que viene a 
nosotros en palabra y sacramento; 
n Podemos vestirnos de manera 

adecuada para la ocasión. La mane-
ra como nos vestimos, con respeto y 
modestia, nos ayuda (así como ayuda 
a los demás) a reconocer la presencia 

de Cristo en me-
dio de nosotros y 
en la liturgia y los 
sacramentos que 
celebramos. 

El segundo 
y tercer man-
damiento de la Iglesia, que se refiere a la 
recepción del Sacramento de la Penitencia y de 
la Santa Comunión, nos ofrecen la base nece-
saria para crecer en santidad, enraizados en 
los sacramentos que Cristo nos ha dejado como 
memorial de su amor. 

Quiero también reconocer la situación de 
aquellos católicos que, debido a varias circun-
stancias, tales como un matrimonio irregular, 
no pueden recibir el Sacramento de la Eucar-
istía o la Reconciliación. La Iglesia y nuestros 
pastores seguimos siendo muy sensibles a esta 
difícil situación pastoral y nos preocupa pro-
fundamente el bienestar de estos miembros del 
Cuerpo de Cristo. Aun cuando estas personas 
no puedan cumplir con estos dos mandamien-
tos, es vitalmente importante que sigan partici-
pando de manera regular en la Misa y particip-
en activamente en la vida de su parroquia. 

La Iglesia recomienda la práctica piadosa de 
hacer una comunión espiritual cuando no sea 
posible recibir la Santa Comunión sacramen-
talmente. Nos familiarizamos con esta practi-
ca al inicio de la pandemia cuando las misas 
publicas fueron suspendidas temporalmente 
y no podíamos recibir la Eucaristía de manera 
sacramental. La comunión espiritual involu-
cra el expresar nuestra fe, esperanza y amor 
por Cristo, e invitarlo a nuestros corazones, 
mientras pedimos la gracia para poder recibirlo 
totalmente en el Sacramento de la Eucaristía 
en un futuro cercano. Para aquellos que no 
pueden recibir a Cristo sacramentalmente, esta 
práctica pueden ser una fuente de gracia y 
consolación. 

Antonio para estudiar música - una de sus dos 
pasiones; la otra es idiomas. Regresó a Oklaho-
ma para estudiar guitarra clásica y bajo, pero 
estaba demasiado atrasado en comparación a 
los demás y decidió obtener una licenciatura 
en inglés en la Universidad Central de Oklaho-
ma.

Su deseo de aprender y enseñar idiomas lo 
llevó a Nueva York, donde vivió en Brooklyn 
durante el ataque terrorista del 11 de septi-
embre y luego a Japón por dos años. Fue en 
Japón, en una iglesia católica de un pequeño 
pueblo, donde ganó aprecio por su fe y una vez 
más sintió el impulso de dedicar su vida a la 
oración y a la vida religiosa.

“Me hizo preguntarme, ¿cómo sería mi vida 
sin esto? Decidí que quería ser monje en ese 
momento y tratar de descubrir la experiencia 
monástica”.

Se quedó con la comunidad monástica 
Camaldulense en California y finalmente se 

convirtió en postulante. Poco después, su 
padre murió tras una larga batalla contra 
el cáncer de páncreas. Esto ocurrió el 10 de 
noviembre de 2010.

“Se hizo difícil seguir por ese camino. Mi 
familia me necesitaba y yo estaba tratando de 
lidiar con la tristeza y la pérdida. Necesitaba 
estar cerca de casa. En algún nivel, no era la 
vocación adecuada para mí. Es un buen equi-
librio, pero la vida monástica era demasiado 
aislada”, dijo Lepak.

 “Mi papá conocía mi interés por el sacer-
docio o por la vida 
monástica y estaba 
muy feliz por mí. Él 
fue un gran apoyo. 
Era una perso-
na muy amorosa, 
cariñosa y de apoyo. 
No fue una decisión 
difícil para él. Pasó 
los últimos 15 años 
de su vida trabajan-
do con Caridades 
Católicas y siempre 
estuvo involucrado 
en la iglesia, por lo 
que estaba feliz. En 
algún momento ya 
no pude ignorarlo”.

Lepak comenzó 
a postularse para 
convertirse en 
sacerdote en 2011. 
Después de es-
tudiar filosofía y 
teología con los 
frailes dominicos, se 
reunió con el padre Brian 
Buettner, director de 
vocaciones. Pero, todavía 
no estaba seguro de si 
ser sacerdote, saciaría su 
necesidad de profunda 
oración contemplativa. 
Después, regresó a casa 
en la Iglesia Católica Cris-
to Rey.

“Estaba viendo al pa-

dre Rick 
Stansberry 
celebrar 
la misa y 
pensé que 
en realidad 
la forma 
más elevada de oración está ahí. Me esforcé 
mucho por encontrar una forma específica de 
oración, pero me di cuenta de que todo está en 
la Eucaristía y que Dios ya lo ha hecho por ti 
y trayendo a la gente hacia Jesús contigo. Ese 
fue un momento hermoso. Entonces, comencé 

a hacer el papeleo “.
Durante la ordenación, el ordenado 

se postra y reza. Lepak dijo que el 
orará por un llamado a la santidad y 
la reconciliación de todas las per-
sonas entre sí y con Dios. Dijo que 
orará para que Dios lo convierta en 
un instrumento para las personas.

“Estoy muy feliz. Me siento 
listo lo he estado pensando y es-
tudiando durante tanto tiempo, es 
un buen momento para ponerlo en 
práctica. Estoy muy agradecido por 
mi madre y todas las personas que 
me ayudaron a llegar aquí. Definiti-
vamente estoy listo “.

Diane Clay es editora de Sooner 
Catholic.
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Por Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

El diacóno Brannon Lepak será ordenado sacerdote a las 10 a.m. del 26 de junio en la 
Catedral de Nuestra Señora del Perpetuo Socorro en la ciudad de Oklahoma. Foto adjunta.

“Orando por un llamado a la santidad y 
reconciliación de todas las personas”

En el Día de las Vocaciones durante su primer año de la 
escuela secundaria, el diácono Brannon Lepak se sentó 
con sus compañeros de estudios para escuchar sobre 

varias vocaciones. Luego, un sacerdote se paró al frente del salón 
y habló sobre el sacerdocio. Una “chispa” se encendió en el joven 
de 15 años que no entendió pero que estaba decidido a seguir.

“Fue un momento profundo en el que comparé todo. Estaba 
en una búsqueda para descubrir qué significaba”, dijo Lepak. 
“Comencé a leer sobre diferentes santos y escritores al final de la 
escuela secundaria y eso disparó la búsqueda para encontrar un 
significado más profundo de la vida”.

El diácono Lepak, que ahora 
tiene 45 años, será ordenado 
sacerdote para la Arquidiócesis 
de Oklahoma City el 26 de ju-
nio en la Catedral de Nuestra 
Señora del Perpetuo Socorro 
en Oklahoma City.

Lepak se graduó de la es-
cuela secundaria y entró a la 
Universidad Trinity en San 
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Briefs

My sister Katy was named 
for our aunt, Kathleen O’Brien, 
who was our mother’s best 
friend and youngest sister. She 
never married, but she was 
devoted to my mother and her 
children. 

Since her death, Katy has 
hosted annually “The Grandma 
and Aunt Katie Haviland China 
Luncheon” to honor Aunt Katie, 
our mother and grandmother. It 
is a highly anticipated event for 
me, my daughters and Katy’s 
friends. 

There are delectable salads 
and pastries, and a lot of pho-
tos and mementos. Over the 
years, tales of other aunts and 
grandmothers have been added 
to the luncheon lore. The high-
light of the afternoon is a quiz 
(guesses encouraged), which 
tests our recollections of these 
storied women.

Because they loved us and we 
love them, we honor the dear-
est women in our lives at the 
luncheon. This same ritualistic 
commemoration for the one who 
created and loves us, occurs 
at Mass. The Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass is more than a re-
membrance. It is in the Mass 
that our sins, the barrier to our 
relationship with God, are paid 

for by Jesus. He is the perfect 
sacrifice, surrendering his will, 
his physical body, to the Fa-
ther’s will with his death.

When we unite ourselves to 
that saving act of Jesus dying 
on the cross for us we become 
present to and part of that 
sacrifice. We are restored in our 
bond to God. The transforma-
tion of bread and wine into the 
body and blood of Christ by the 
priest is the sign and the reality 
of that bond of divine life. We 
have entered into and are par-
taking of our own salvation! 

Put in the perspective of 
eternity, the Mass overwhelms 
us with the momentous reali-
ty of our lives, namely, Jesus 
giving his life so we can have a 
relationship with God that lasts 
forever.

That is why Oklahoma Cath-
olic Radio broadcasts a Mass at 
7 a.m. daily. On Sunday, you 
can hear and pray along with a 
local parish, Saint Joseph Cath-
olic Church in Norman, at 7 
a.m. and 11 a.m. This provides 
an option for those who cannot 
participate in person. 

Since the Mass is the central 
reality of Christian life, hearing 
the Mass as well as attending 
only intensifies our response in 
the Mystery of Faith: “When we 
eat this bread and drink this 
cup, we proclaim your death, O 
Lord, and profess your resur-
rection until you come again.” 

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Please contact organizers before 
attending. Find more briefs at ar-
chokc.org/briefs. 

Priesthood ordination
Join Archbishop Coakley, 

priests, deacons and the faithful of 
the archdiocese for the priesthood 
ordination of Dcn. Brannon Lep-
ak at 10 a.m. Saturday, June 26, 
at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, 3214 N. Lake Ave. 
The ordination will be in person 
and is open to the public. Find the 
live-stream on Facebook, YouTube 
and at archokc.org/live.

El Camino de Apla’s 
Join in prayer for the archdio-

cese and the canonization of Bl. 
Stanley Rother with two prayer 
teams visiting all parishes and 
missions in July. Updates and  
full schedule at archokc.org/
aplascamino and in the July 4 
issue of the Sooner Catholic. 

Watch Heritage Gallery episodes 
on Bl. Stanley Rother 

Watch a series of short videos 
that highlight items in the Heri-
tage Gallery related to Bl. Stanley 
Rother on YouTube or Facebook. 
Find Episode 1 at https://youtu.
be/0HX1iDrM8zg. 

First Friday Adoration
Join the staff of the Catholic 

Pastoral Center on the first Friday 
of every month for adoration and 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet in the 
St. Francis de Sales Chapel, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, Oklaho-
ma City. Adoration is open to the 
public.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Youth Camp

Visit archokc.org/camp to see 
summer camp and family camp 
schedules. 

Santa Fe Family Life Center pool 
season 

The Santa Fe Family Life Center’s 
pool season is from Memorial Day 
weekend to Labor Day. A family 
membership is $300 for the whole 
summer, and an individual mem-
bership $200. Knights’ families can 
enjoy the pool – and fitness club 
benefits – for $29.95/month. Call 
the Santa Fe Family Life Center at 
(405) 840-1817 or stop by 6300 N. 
Santa Fe Ave. in Oklahoma City to 
sign up. Go to sfflc.com for more 
information.

Beast Feast
The Knights of Columbus of Our 

Lady of Victory Catholic Church in 
Purcell will host their annual Beast 
Feast 6:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. June 26. 
Cost $20 single; $30 couple and 
$40 family. Enjoy duck kabobs, 
fish, quail, goat tacos, pheasant, 
elk, deer, calf fries and goose.

Feast Day Carnival
The Knights of Columbus will 

host the annual Rother Feast Day 
carnival 6 p.m. – 10 p.m. July 17 

at Holy Trinity Catholic Church, 
211 W. Missouri in Okarche. In-
flatables, kids’ games, hamburgers 
and more. Mass at 5 p.m. 

Reds, Whites & Brews
Catholic Charities will host Reds, 

Whites & Brews 7:30 p.m. – 10 
p.m. July 23 at Dunlap Codding, 
609 W. Sheridan Ave. in Okla-
homa City. This event supports 
homeless services of Catholic 
Charities: Sanctuary Women’s 
Development Center in Stockyards 
City. Visit catholiccharitiesok.org 
for tickets.

Day of Reflection
Day of Reflection, “In the Beauty 

of Holiness: A Day of Reflection for 
Artisans and Crafters” presented 
by Br. Damian Whalen, O.S.B., is 
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. July 24 at St. 
Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. MacAr-
thur St., Shawnee. Limited to 32 
attendees. Face coverings recom-
mended, but not required. Attend-
ees must pre-register by e-mailing 
retreats@monksok.org or call (405) 
878-5656. Cost is $30 for ear-
ly bird registration or $35 at the 
door. Lunch included.

Rother Feast Day Mass
Archbishop Coakley will cele-

brate Mass at 6:30 p.m. July 28 
at Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
in Okarche for the feast day of Bl. 
Stanley Rother. The Mass will be 
in-person and live-streamed.

Mass
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary will 

host a special Mass to celebrate 
Bl. Stanley Rother’s 40th anniver-
sary of martyrdom at 11 a.m. July 
28 in St. Mary chapel – National 
Shrine Grotto in Emmitsburg, Md. 
The celebrant is Msgr. Thomas 
Tewes, classmate of Bl. Stanley 
Rother. Concelebrants: Msgr. An-
drew Baker, rector Mount St. Mary 
Seminary; Fr. Martin Moran, chap-
lain Mount St. Mary University; 
and Fr. Ted Trinko, IVE, chaplain, 
National Shrine Grotto. A relic and 
image of Bl. Stanley will be present 
at the Mass.

Quo Vadis Days
Quo Vadis Days: Men’s Discern-

ment Retreat will be Aug. 1-4 at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Youth Camp in Wellston. Visit  
okcvocations.com. 

Fiat women’s retreat
Single women ages 18-30 who 

are seeking to do God’s will are 
invited to attend a Fiat Ministries 
Discernment Retreat Aug. 5-7 at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Youth Camp. Religious sisters 
from various religious orders as-
sist at the retreat by giving talks, 
leading small groups, giving their 
testimonies, and providing a joyful 
witness of what it means to be a 
consecrated religious sister. Cost 
$25; includes meals, lodging and 
materials. Register by Aug. 1 at 
fiatministries.org.

Mother-daughter retreat
The archdiocesan Marriage 

and Family Life Office will host a 
mother-daughter brunch 9 a.m. – 
Noon Aug. 7 at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center in Oklahoma City. The 
event is bilingual in English and 
Spanish. Recommend age 12 and 
older. Doctors will help answer 
questions and teach the beauty 

and science of bodies. Registration 
coming soon. E-mail respectlife@
archokc.org for updates.

Anniversary celebration
Everyone is invited to the 

50th anniversary celebration at 
St. Gregory the Great Catholic 
Church in Enid during Labor Day 
weekend, Sept. 4-5.
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June

20   Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary
       Time.

20   Father’s Day.

20   Festival de las Americas,
       10 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., St. 
       Eugene Catholic Church,
       2400 W. Hefner Rd., 
       Oklahoma City. 

20   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30
       p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
       Norman. Contact Connie 
       Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
       lang@gmail.com.   

21   Feast of St. Aloysius 
       Gonzaga.
 
22   Feast of St. Paulinus of Nola.

22   Feast of Sts. John Fisher and
       Thomas More.

24   Feast of the Nativity of St. 
       John the Baptist.

24   Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center. Contact 
       Elaine at (405) 358-3610, 
       ccrprayers@gmail.com.

25   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9
       a.m. every Friday, 2453 
       Wilcox Dr., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041,
       potato.lang@gmail.com.   

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.
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11959, 13313, 15834

Kevin Pierce 
Regional Agency Executive Consultant 

General Agent 
SKC 

Office: 877-707-0752 
Cell: 405-514-7660 

kevin.pierce@kofc.org 
Councils: 1038, 1044, 1533, 1537,  
2974, 3113, 3309, 9334, 13366

Trey Welker 
Assistant General Agent 

MDRT, SKC 
405-850-4092 

trey.welker@kofc.org 
Councils: 3220, 10822, 12669

Bobby Stevens 
MDRT 

405-534-0397 
bobby.stevens@kofc.org 

Councils: 1018, 3556, 4598, 
5160, 5354, 9901, 12108, 

16048, 16214

Chad McAuliff 
MDRT, SKC 

918-284-0685 
chad.mcauliff@kofc.org 

Councils: 1104, 4721, 6606, 
9668, 9737, 13828, 17383

Lance Dufour 
MDRT  

918-550-0886 
lance.dufour@kofc.org 

Councils: 962, 1302, 3167, 
4519, 4804, 7395, 8433, 

11734, 14220, 14248, 
14448, 15785, 17559

Devon Soukup 
MDRT, SKC 

405-505-6030 
devon.soukup@kofc.org 

Councils: 767, 3101, 5440, 
5759, 6478, 8633, 14744

Mike Maggio  
MDRT  

405-697-8820 
michael.maggio@kofc.org 
Councils: 916, 949, 1053, 
 1903, 3336, 4026, 4042,  
5266, 5396, 9333, 9583, 

11135, 11237, 14106

Max Yardley 
MDRT  

405-570-2179 
max.yardley@kofc.org 
Councils: 4601, 6477, 
8204, 12518, 12605

This could be you! 
Career opportunities 

available. 

Michael Dalby 
MDRT  

405-638-1274 
michael.dalby@kofc.org 

Councils: 965, 1287, 2604, 
4889, 5168, 8523, 9900, 

11648, 11909, 12819,  
12382, 16367

Pierce Agency

Ranked the #1  
Knights of Columbus  

Agency in the Order in  
2015, 2017, 2018,  
2019 and 2020.

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E  •  L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  •      R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S  

For over 138 years, our insurance program has helped  
generations of Catholic families find stability and security.
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26    Priesthood ordination of Dcn.
        Brannon Lepak, 10 a.m., The 
        Cathedral of Our Lady of 
        Perpetual Help, 3214 N. Lake
        Ave. 

26    Beast Feast, 6:30 p.m. – 9
        p.m., Our Lady of Victory 
        Catholic Church, 307 W. 
        Jefferson St., Purcell.

27    Thirteenth Sunday in 
        Ordinary Time.

27    Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
        p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
        Norman. Contact Connie 
        Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
        lang@gmail.com.   

28    Feast of St. Irenaeus.

29    Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul.

30    Feast of the Martyrs of the 
        Holy Roman Church.

July 

1      Feast of St. Junipero Serra.

1      Charismatic Catholic prayer 
        meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
        Pastoral Center. Contact 
        Elaine at (405) 358-3610, 
        ccrprayers@gmail.com.

2      Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 
        a.m. every Friday, 2453 
        Wilcox Dr., Norman. Contact
        Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041,
        potato.lang@gmail.com.   

2     First Friday Adoration, Noon 
       - 3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral 
       Center, 7501 Northwest 
       Expressway, OKC.

2     First Friday Sacred Heart 
       Mass at the Catholic Pastoral 
       Center. Exposition of the 
       Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
       reconciliation prior to 7 p.m.
       Mass. Call (405) 721-8944, 
       (405) 528-6252.

3     Feast of St. Thomas.

3     Lay Missionaries of Charity, 
       the lay order of the Mission-
       aries of Charity of St.
       Teresa of Calcutta, meeting
       at 10 a.m. at Holy Innocents’ 
       conference room. Any lay 
       person interested in living 
       a consecrated life is welcome
       to “come and see.” Contact 
       Toni Harrelson at (405) 694-
       1292, (405) 341-2199 or 
       tonimah@sbcglobal.net.



what it meant,” Lepak said. “I 
started reading about different 
saints and writers toward the 
end of high school and that shot 
off the quest to find a deeper 
meaning in life.”

Deacon Lepak, now age 45, 
will be ordained a priest for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
on June 26 at The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 
Oklahoma City. 

Lepak graduated high school 
and entered Trinity University 
in San Antonio to study mu-
sic – one of his 
two passions; 
the other being 
language. He 
returned to 
Oklahoma to 
study classical 
guitar and bass 
but was too far 
behind everyone 
else and decid-
ed to earn a de-
gree in English 
at the Univer-
sity of Central 
Oklahoma. 

His desire to 
learn and teach 
language led 
him to New York 
where he lived 
in Brooklyn 
during the Sept. 
11 terrorist 
attack and then 
to Japan for two 
years. It was in Japan, in a small-town Cath-
olic Church, where he gained appreciation for 
his faith and once again felt a pull to devote his 
life to prayer and religious life. 

“It made me question ‘without this, what 
would my life be?’ I decided I wanted to be a 
monk at that point and to try to figure out the 
monastic experience.”

He stayed with the Camaldolese monastic 
community in California and eventually be-

came a postulant. Shortly after, 
his father died after a long battle 
with pancreatic cancer. It was 
Nov. 10, 2010.

“It made 
it difficult to 
continue to 
follow that 
path. My 
family need-
ed me, and 
I was trying 
to deal with 
the sadness 
and the 
loss. I need-

ed to be close to home. 
At some level, it wasn’t 
the right vocation for me. 
It’s a good balance, but 
monastic life was too iso-
lated,” Lepak said.

“My dad knew of my 
interest in the priesthood 
or the monastic life and 
he was very happy for 
me. He was very sup-
portive. He was a very 
loving, car-
ing, support-
ing person. 
It wasn’t a 
hard deci-
sion for him 
to make. He 
spent the last 
15 years of his 
life working 
with Catholic 
Charities and 
was always 
involved in the 
Church, so he 
was happy. At 
some point I 
couldn’t ignore 
it anymore.”

Lepak be-
gan applying 
to become a 
priest in 2011. 
After studying philosophy and theology with 
the Dominican friars, he met with Father 
Brian Buettner, vocations director. But, he 
still wasn’t sure if being a parish priest would 
satisfy his need for deep contemplative prayer. 
Then, he came home to Christ the King Catho-
lic Church.

“I was watching Father Rick Stansberry 
celebrate Mass and I thought that is actually 
the highest form of prayer right there. I was 
trying so hard to find a specific way of prayer, 

but I realized it’s all in 
the Eucharist and God 
already has done it for 
you, and bringing people 
to Jesus with you. That 
was a beautiful moment. 
So, I started doing the 
paperwork.”

He was accepted as 
a seminarian for the 
archdiocese and recently 
earned a master’s degree 
in divinity at Pope Saint 
John XXIII National Sem-
inary in Massachusetts.

During ordination, 
while laying prostrate, 

Lepak said he will be 

praying for a call to holiness 
and reconciliation of all people to each 
other and to God. He said he will pray 
that God make him an instrument for 

people. 
“I’m very happy. I feel ready. I’ve been think-

ing about it and studying for so long, it’s 
a good time to put it into action. I am very 
thankful for my mother and all the people who 
helped me to get here. I’m definitely ready.”

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner Catholic.

Dcn. Brannon Lepak and his family. Photos provided.
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With praise and thanksgiving to the 
Eternal Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ,

you are formally invited to attend

The OrdinationThe Ordination
to the Sacred Orderto the Sacred Order
of the Priesthoodof the Priesthood

through the imposition of hands and 
the invocation of the Holy Spirit by

THE MOST REVEREND PAUL S. COAKLEYTHE MOST REVEREND PAUL S. COAKLEY

of

Jonathan Brannon LepakJonathan Brannon Lepak

onon
Saturday, the Twenty-Sixth of  June Saturday, the Twenty-Sixth of  June 

Two Thousand and Twenty OneTwo Thousand and Twenty One
at ten o’clock in the morningat ten o’clock in the morning

atat

The Cathedral of  Our Lady of  Perpetual HelpThe Cathedral of  Our Lady of  Perpetual Help
3214 N. Lake Avenue3214 N. Lake Avenue
Oklahoma City, OKOklahoma City, OK

Live-stream on Facebook, YouTube Live and archokc.org/live

archBishop of okLahoma city


