
For the past 28 years, 
Rose Day has unit-
ed pro-life men and 
women from across 
religious and cultural 

boundaries in their passion for 
defending the lives of the unborn. 

On Feb. 3, Oklahomans con-
vened virtually to participate in 
the 29th annual Rose Day. De-
spite going virtual, the message 
of this year’s Rose Day was clear: 
Pray. Serve. Speak Up. 

The event was kicked off by an 
inspiring video voiced by differ-
ent children. The video showed 
powerful images of children still 
in the womb, ultrasound technol-
ogy and fetal development. It also 
offered facts and statistics about 
the impact the pro-life movement 
is having in Oklahoma. 

Father Brian O’Brien of Saint 
Francis Xavier Catholic Church 
in Stillwater led the opening 
prayer. 

Father O’Brien asked viewers to 

be “strengthened in our desire to 
stand for the dignity of all human 
life from conception to natural 
death. In this moment,” Father 
O’Brien prayed, “when unborn 
life is so regularly threatened 
through abortion, and when the 
sick and elderly are at risk of be-
ing cast aside in our throw away 
culture, give us what we need to 

fight the good fight and to be the 
voice of those with no voice.” 

Gov. Kevin Stitt provided open-
ing comments, stating that while 
Oklahoma is in the top 10 for pro-
life states, he would like it to be 
No. 1. He also promised to contin-
ue to back pro-life legislation. Stitt 
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Go Make Disciples

Rose Day urges faithful to 
pray, serve, speak up

“Behold …” a free virtual Oklahoma 
Catholic Women’s Conference

Spring campaign 
begins

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

The full video of this year’s Rose Day can be viewed at roseday.life. Screenshot 
photo Eliana Tedrow/Sooner Catholic. 

continued on page 8

The annual Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference is online this year. The virtual 
conference will be a two-hour video that is 

pre-recorded 
and available 
the entire day 
of Feb. 27, al-
lowing wom-
en to watch 
at their own 
convenience.

The confer-
ence, titled 
“Behold …” 
will feature 
speakers 
Kathryn 
Whitaker 
and Father 
Jacques 

Philippe as well as local Catholic musi-
cians Still Morning. Kathryn Whitaker will 
share how the scripture, “Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord” (Luke 1:38), has 
challenged her to remain open to God’s 
plan rather than her own. Father Jacques 
Philippe will inspire women to, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God …” (John 1:29), through 
prayer and the Eucharist. 

Small groups are highly recommended 
for this virtual conference to encourage 
fellowship and continue building commu-
nity within the Catholic Church in Okla-
homa. 

For conference news and other inspiring 
Catholic content, find the women’s confer-
ence on Instagram @okcatholicwomen and 
Facebook.com/ocwconference. 

Register for free at okcatholicwomen.
com.

The 40 Days for Life spring 
campaign begins Feb. 17. Sign up 
to pray at one or all three local 
locations at 40daysforlife.com: 
Edmond, Oklahoma City and 
Norman. 

Sue Thayer with 40 Days for Life 
(former abortion facility manag-
er in Iowa) will be at each local 
campaign site: 6 p.m. Feb. 21, 
Norman; 1 p.m. Feb. 22, Edmond; 
6 p.m. Feb. 22, Oklahoma City.

40 Days for Life is an intensive 
campaign that focuses on 40 days 
of prayer and fasting for an end to 
abortion, peaceful vigil at abortion 
facilities, and grassroots educa-
tional outreach. 

Since 40 Days for Life began, 
more than 18,000 mothers have 
chosen life for their children; more 
than 200 abortion workers have 
quit their jobs; and more than 100 
abortion centers where 40 Days 
for Life vigils have been held have 
gone out of business.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a Gospel of Life Disciples 
FUNraiser - Nominate 
someone for the Polar 
Plunge until Feb. 28. Visit 
gospeloflifedisciples.org/
events.

a Domestic Church 
Evangelization Retreat - A 
retreat for sacramentally 
married couples to begin, or 
deepen, their spiritual lives 
together is April 15-18 at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Expressway, 
OKC. Cost: $350 (scholar-
ships available). Register at 
archokc.org/dc. Contact Alex 
Schimpf at (405) 709-2755, 
aschimpf@archokc.org. 

a Rachel’s Vineyard - A 
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 
weekend is April 30-May 2 at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Expressway 
in Oklahoma City. This heal-
ing retreat is for post-abortive 
women and men and is a 
place where other people have 
been through similar pain. 
E-mail rachel@cceok.org to 
register or call (918) 512-1525 
for more information. 

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

It has been almost a year since COVID-19 became 
a household word in our nation. Virtually every 
aspect of our lives has been impacted by this global 
pandemic. Certainly, the life of the Church in our 
archdiocese has been dramatically affected as well. 

For a time, perhaps out of an excess of caution, I 
made the very difficult decision to suspend public 
celebrations of the Mass throughout our archdio-
cese. Since it was impossible under such circum-
stances to fulfill the Sunday obligation safely, I 
suspended that as well. I know that many people 
were angered by that decision. Unfortunately, we 
have had no roadmap to guide us through the many 
challenges and dilemmas presented by this expe-
rience. We all are doing the best we can. We have 
had to accept certain limitations on our freedom to 
gather, travel and live our lives as we had done “pre-
COVID.” It has put a strain on everyone.

I am grateful for the patience, creativity and flex-
ibility of so many of our priests, deacons, teachers, 
catechists, parishioners and parents who have risen 
to the challenge of this unprecedented moment in 
history. There have been true heroes among us! 

I grieve with the many families who have lost 
loved ones to COVID or whose loved ones have been 
sickened or sidelined. We have lost members of the 
clergy as well. In addition to physical symptoms, 
many have suffered significant mental, emotional 
and spiritual distress due to the fear, isolation and 
anxiety that have come with this pandemic. These 
sufferings have been real. As livelihoods have been 
affected, there have been severe economic impacts 
on many of our households, and on many of our 
parishes as well.

We have not lost hope, however! Things will get 
better. God is with us. This pandemic will have an 
end, and perhaps we are beginning to sense that it 
is on the horizon already. As safe, effective and eth-
ically produced vaccines continue to be developed 
and distributed more and more people will have op-
portunities to find some protection from this threat. 

Since the beginning of the summer, we have 
resumed public Masses with certain precautions 
in place to provide safe environments. People can 
safely gather for Mass and receive the sacraments, 
which are so necessary for our spiritual health and 
well-being.

We all look forward to the time when we have 
achieved herd immunity and the pandemic sub-
sides. But, in the meantime, we continue to live our 
lives, albeit safely. We are learning to live under 

these conditions, but 
always with a view to a 
future with fewer re-
strictions. 

I have been meeting 
with my staff and revis-
iting some of the safety 
guidelines I issued when 
we reopened for public 
Masses and other types 
of gatherings that are so important for parish life 
and ministry, including for education. I will be modi-
fying those soon to permit greater flexibility based 
upon what we have learned from experience and the 
guidance of health experts.

The vaccine will be a game-changer. Other precau-
tions will remain in place for the foreseeable future 
(face coverings, safe distancing and sanitizing). 
Already many have recognized that it is now safe to 
return to Mass. They also have recognized their deep 
hunger and need for the Eucharist and the impor-
tance of connecting with others (safely) at Mass. I 
know that there are still some who because of vul-
nerability or the need to care for others are not yet 
able to risk a return to public gatherings for Mass. 

Unfortunately, I also am aware that many have 
simply gotten out of the habit of attending Sun-
day Mass. Perhaps it is because they have become 
dependent on live-streamed Masses and the con-
venience and virtual connection that these have 
offered during this health emergency. 

As the emergency subsides and vaccines become 
more plentiful, it is the time to be considering a 
return to Mass. The lifting of the Sunday obligation 
has been a provisional measure. It will not last for-
ever. We have a duty to worship God as God desires 
to be worshiped.

Our Lord left us the Eucharist and established 
the Mass so that we can worship him in the way 
most pleasing to him. In addition to our duty to 
worship God, we have a need for the grace of the 
sacraments. Those who are healthy ought to avail 
themselves now of the spiritual sustenance that God 
gives us through the Eucharist. Why put it off? 

If you have not yet returned to Mass, I encourage 
you to come. The Lord awaits you as do your fellow 
parishioners. If we have learned anything during 
this pandemic it is the importance of belonging. You 
belong to Christ and to his Church. It’s time to come 
home!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Is it time to come home?

Father and maker of all, you 
adorn all creation with splendor 
and beauty, and fashion human 
lives in your image and likeness.

Awaken in every heart
reverence for the work of your 

hands, and renew among your 
people a readiness to nurture 

and sustain your precious gift of 
life. Grant this through our Lord

Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God forever and ever.

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Feb. 14 – Confirmation, 2 p.m., St. Francis of Assisi, OKC 
Feb. 16 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Feb. 16 – Napa Institute Virtual Board meeting, 10:30 a.m.
Feb. 16 – All staff meeting, 12:30 p.m., CPC 
Feb. 17 – School Mass with senior class, 9:30 a.m., Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School, OKC 
Feb. 17 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
Feb. 17 – Tax Credit Scholarship Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC 
Feb. 18 – Resurrection Cemetery Board meeting, 9 a.m., CPC 
Feb. 18 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
Feb. 18 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Feb. 18 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Feb. 18 – Vocations Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC 
Feb. 19 – School Mass, 8:30 a.m., St. John Nepomuk, Yukon
Feb. 20 – Oklahoma Catholic Men’s Conference, 9 a.m., CPC 
Feb. 21 – Mass, 10 a.m., St. Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC 
Feb. 25 – Catholic Charities annual meeting (virtual)
Feb. 26 – Confirmation, 6:30 p.m., St. Monica, Edmond
Feb. 28 – Confirmation, 4 p.m., Christ the King, OKC 

The Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma board of directors an-
nounced the selection of Peter de 
Keratry as the foundation’s new 
executive director.

“The board and I are extremely 
excited to welcome Peter as our 
new executive director,” Founda-
tion President Danny Stith said. 
“We are fortunate to have a proven 
leader take the reins.”

The Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma Inc. is a 501(c)3 that 
works to ensure a strong Catholic 
presence in ministry, service and 
education throughout the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City. Through 
generous gifts in estate planning 
or in one-time gifts, donations to 
the foundation are the resources 
that create extraordinary opportu-
nities for the future.

Along with serving as execu-
tive director of the foundation, de 
Keratry will continue as execu-
tive director of stewardship and 
development for the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, where he has 
served since 2016.

“While I’m looking forward to the 
opportunities with the new execu-
tive director and board chairman 
Danny Stith at the helm, I am 
grateful for the commitment and 
time given to the foundation by 
Stephen Reel, who has served as 

executive director 
in an interim role,” 
Archbishop Paul 
S. Coakley said. 

“With Peter’s 
new position, we 
will be able to 
coordinate and 
strengthen the 
Church’s support 
and stewardship 
significantly. In 
his expanded role, 

he is particularly committed to as-
sisting local parish communities.”

de Keratry has worked in parish-
es, dioceses, schools, associations 
and a diverse array of non-profit 
settings, including an internation-
al cultural center and museum 
built to honor Saint John Paul 
II. In addition to extensive work 

in sustainable fund development 
roles, he has overseen campaigns 
with goals ranging from $1 million 
to $350 million.

He served as campaign director 
for The Citadel Foundation with 
responsibility for a $100 million 
campaign at The Military College 
of South Carolina. In 1994, Pe-
ter became co-founder of Petrus 
Development and has advised 
numerous clients, including the 
Vatican Observatory Foundation, 
Benedictine College, the Univer-
sity of Saint Mary in Kansas and 
various Catholic ministry centers 
at large public and private uni-
versities. He also is the program 
director for the Institute for Cath-
olic Philanthropy at the University 
of Mary in North Dakota.

From 2010 to 2014, he served 
as the director of resource de-
velopment for the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane in Australia and in 2014, 
he became campaign manager and 
interim director of development for 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

In 2016, he joined the staff of 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
as the executive director of stew-
ardship and development. He over-
saw the archdiocese’s first major 
capital campaign and handles all 
aspects of a multifaceted fund 
development program.

He is past chairman of the 
Association of Fundraising Profes-
sionals’ International Development 
Committee and has served on the 
board of the International Catholic 
Stewardship Council. 

de Keratry graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in speech com-
munication from Texas A&M 
University and completed a mas-
ter’s degree in philanthropy and 
development from Saint Mary 
University of Minnesota. He lives 
in Oklahoma City with his wife 
Colleen and their four children. He 
is an active member of the Order 
of Malta and volunteers in his 
local parish, with the Serra Club 
of Oklahoma City and with Sister 
BJ’s Pantry, serving the homeless 
in Oklahoma City.
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Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma announces 
new executive director

Peter 
de Keratry

I turn to you, Lord, 
in time of trouble.

2021

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City • P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123 • 405-709-2745

Please visit archokc.org/appeal to make your gift online

The U.S. bishops were 
notified of a small change 
to be made in the conclud-
ing doxology of the Collects 
in the Roman Missal. The 
word “one” is to be omit-
ted. 

Thus: “One God, for ever 
and ever” becomes “God, 

for ever and ever.” 
The change is to be im-

plemented on Ash Wednes-
day, Feb. 17. In addition to 
making the change in the 
texts of the Roman Missal, 
the change also should be 
made in the texts of other 
liturgical books.

Required change to the Collects 
of the Roman Missal
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Born in England and 
suffering from tubercu-
losis as a child, Father 

Joseph Duffy came to Oklaho-
ma by a circuitous route. Or-
dained in Salford, England, in 
1944, Father Duffy was told to 
seek a more conducive climate 
due to his illness. 

Initially, Los Angeles was his 
choice and he served there until 
1949. Oklahoma priest Father 
Bernard Loftis was a seminary 
friend who encouraged him to 
explore the possibility of com-
ing to Oklahoma. He arrived 
in 1949 and would leave an 
indelible mark on the Church 
in Oklahoma. Observing his ob-
vious talents, Bishop McGuin-
ness officially accepted him as 
a priest of the Diocese of Okla-
homa City and Tulsa in 1951.

With energy and vision, he 
hit the ground running as he 
became the first resident pastor 
of Paul’s Valley where he built 
the church and rectory as 
well as the church in Lindsey. 
Gifted with a rapier wit and an 
intellect to match, he became 
a popular speaker and writer 
throughout the diocese. An 
original member of the editorial 
board of the Oklahoma Courier 
(the forerunner of the Sooner 
Catholic), he contributed to the 
editorial content as well as writ-
ing articles using humor and 
satire to drive home his point. 

An example of this 
can be seen in a letter 
to the chancellor 

during a summer session he at-
tended at Marquette University 
where he states, “I am very vain 
this week because my profes-
sor read my paper to the class 
as one of the outstanding ones 
and this will make me positively 
unbearable. For a fee I might be 
willing to read it to you. … You 
might throw a coffee and auto-
graph party.”

He became a teacher of En-
glish Literature at the newly 
constructed Saint Francis de 
Sales Seminary (now the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center) in 1959. In 
June of 1960, he was appointed 
pastor of Saint Joseph Church 
in Norman. His dynamic per-
sonality came to the fore imme-
diately. 

In a touching article written 
by the Oklahoma City Times, 
his time as pastor is remem-
bered: “He was tough. He had 
to be. Once as a youth he had 
been told he would die of tuber-
culosis, but he whipped it with 
the same kind of drive that kept 
Norman Catholics dizzy. He 
angered some, but after a year 
or so members of the parish 
could see results. The church 
was quiet during the Mass, the 
ritual was deeper with tradition 
and meaning, their religious 
experience richer. Parish activ-
ity began to come to life. The 
school improved. The future 
seemed unlimited.”

This “unlimited future” came 
to a screeching halt as Father 
Duffy was diagnosed with can-

cer. He entered Saint Anthony 
Hospital for exploratory surgery 
and returned to the parish for 
a time. He was seen talking 
and laughing with the children 
on the playground knowing 
full well his time on this earth 
was limited. With all that he 
had endured, England during 
the World War II, a frightening 
disease as a child, coming to 
a new and foreign culture, the 
tumor that took his life in 1962 
at the young age of 44 was not 
an obstacle he could overcome. 

This beloved priest gave his 
life in service to the Church in 
Oklahoma willingly and chose 
to be buried in Norman instead 
of his native England. It has 
been said that “he radiated 
an electric restlessness.” The 
great tragedy is that his “elec-
tric restlessness” and potential 
could never be fully satisfied or 
realized.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Official Pastoral Assignments

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
The following assignments are effective Feb. 18

Deacon 

Corpus Christi 
Catholic Church, 
Oklahoma City 
and its mission, 
St. Robert Bel-
larmine Catholic 
Church, Jones

Pastor

Rev. Daniel G. 
Grover

Administrator

Rev. Tang 
“Titus” Pau

St. Matthew Catholic 
Church, Elk City, and 
its mission, Queen 
of All Saints Catholic 
Church, Sayre
(continuing as chaplain 
at Bishop McGuinness 
Catholic High School, 
2020-2021 school year)

Fr. Joseph Duffy

Requested, and 
was granted, a 
leave of absence 
by Archbishop 
Coakley. Due to 
the leave of ab-
sence, he will not 
be ordained to the 
priesthood in June.

Rodrigo 
Serna

Christ the King Catholic School in Oklahoma 
City recently named Missy Imel Henderson as 
recipient of the school’s Distinguished Alumni 
Award for 2021.

Henderson, a 1989 graduate of Christ 
the King Catholic School, was recognized 
during Mass on Jan. 31 at the start of Cel-
ebrate Catholic Schools Week, an annual 

national celebration of Cath-
olic education in the United 
States. 

Henderson served the 
school in many different 
volunteer capacities, includ-
ing PTO president and PTO 
auction chairman, track co-
ordinator from 2010 to 2019 
and, with Dr. Jenny Richard, 
started the school’s mile run 
club, a program encouraging 
students to build a love for 
running and appreciation of 
an active lifestyle. Hender-
son continues to volunteer 
at Christ the King school on 
health and wellness initia-
tives. 

Henderson serves the parish as 
an Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion, and she and her 
husband Robin serve as a spon-
sor couple for marriage prepa-
ration. She served on the parish 
council and as Vacation Bible 
School chairwoman. 

Henderson is a graduate of Bishop McGuin-
ness Catholic High School, where since 2013 
she has played an encouraging role as assis-
tant volunteer coach for the girls’ cross-country 
program, training alongside the girls on early 
morning runs and cheering them on at their 
competitions.  She has served on McGuinness’s 
PTO board and spends an annual summer 
term as a volunteer nurse for Kanakuk Kamps 
in Branson, Mo.

A career designing fuels and ma-
terials for rocket ships just got a 
lot closer for Mount Saint Mary 
Catholic High School senior Ian 
Torres-Acuña. 

Ian, 18, was awarded a full four-year scholar-
ship to study engineering at Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis through the QuestBridge 
National College Match program that connects 
high-achieving students from low-income back-
grounds with 42 of the nation’s top colleges.

“I’m so grateful. College is so expensive, and I 
wouldn’t have been able to pay for it,” Ian said. 

“I really enjoy both chemical and aerospace 
engineering. What I want to do is join a re-
search lab.” 

“Since I can remember, I’ve looked up to 
NASA. Every nerd thinks NASA is the company 
they want to work for. It’s the future and I’m 
very futuristic.”

Ian is one of 1,464 seniors this year – from 
more than 18,500 applicants – who matched 
with a QuestBridge partner college.

Mount counselor Donna Williams said he is 
only the second student to receive the scholar-
ship in her more than 20 years as a counselor.

“This once very timid, quiet yet resourceful 
and brilliant young man has navigated his high 
school career with impeccable character, deter-
mination and resilience,” Williams wrote in his 
QuestBridge application.

It started a bit shaky. Ian’s father brought 
him to live in Oklahoma from Mexico after his 
mother, Maria, died of cancer. He was 14 and 
knew only a little English.

“I was really scared. It was a brand-new 
world,” Ian said.  

In Mexico, he was used to being the best 
in his English class. But, his first essay 
at the Mount was returned to him with “a 
bunch of red lines” marking his many mis-
takes. Ian said he called his English teach-
er in Mexico for help and pressed forward.

Williams said Ian worked hard to over-
come the language barrier and earned a 5 
in Advanced Placement English Language 
and Composition. He was designated an 
AP Scholar with Honors by the end of his 
junior year.

Although shy and self-conscious about 
his accent, Ian said he first found a com-
fortable place in the school’s robotics pro-
gram. Channeling his passion for science, 
math, building and art, Ian has emerged 
as not just a leader, but a vital contributor 
and mentor, Williams said.

In addition to his school-
work, Ian studied for and 
achieved citizenship during 
his sophomore year. 

His father, Felimon Tor-
res Rodriguez, had obtained 
dual citizenship earlier and 
worked in the United States 
for years before he brought Ian 
here.

“My mom didn’t want me to go initially,” Ian 
said. But, she changed her mind as threats 
from the drug cartels escalated.

“There was no future really in Mexico. Where 
I lived was one of the most dangerous places,” 
Ian said.

His father’s work as a technician for a family 
band of musicians takes him on the road a lot.

“Ian Torres derives inspiration and strength 
to carry on from his mom as she lives on in 
him as his constant inspiration to do his best 
and overcome any challenge presented. Often 

left to himself, as his dad worked, Ian matured 
in his problem solving, creative thinking and 
independence,” Williams wrote in the Quest-
Bridge application.

“Ian’s thirst for knowledge and persistence in 
the pursuit of his dreams will take this young 
man to bounds that know no limits.”

K.S. McNutt is a freelance writer for the Soon-
er Catholic.
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Mount senior earns prestigious 
QuestBridge scholarship

By K.S. McNutt 
The Sooner Catholic

Ian Torres-Acuña
Mount St. Mary Catholic 

High School senior 

Fr. Rick Stansberry and Missy Imel Henderson. Photo 
provided.

Christ the King presents Distinguished Alumni Award 
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Oklahoma City Community Foundation awards 
$4,600 to five parishes

This winter, the Oklahoma City 
Community Foundation is helping 
provide warm meals to homebound 
elderly citizens by awarding $51,600 
in grants to 40 area churches and 
organizations that prepare and de-
liver mobile meals through Meals on 
Wheels Oklahoma City. 

Through the mobile meals pro-
grams in Oklahoma City, Norman 
and Edmond, home-delivered meals 
are available to all seniors age 60 
and older who are unable to leave 
their homes without assistance or 
prepare meals due to health limita-
tions regardless of income.

In 2020, Meals on Wheels Oklaho-
ma City volunteers provided nutri-

tious meals, wellness checks and 
meaningful contact for nearly 1,400 
homebound senior citizens living in 
central Oklahoma who are unable to 
prepare their own meals.

Grants were awarded to the follow-
ing Catholic churches that provide 
home-delivered meals in central 
Oklahoma:
n Epiphany of the Lord Catholic 

Church;
n Saint Eugene Catholic Church;
n Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic 

Church;
n Saint James the Greater  Catho-

lic Church;
n Saint Paul the Apostle Catholic 

Church.

Meals on Wheels 
of Oklahoma City 
volunteers pre-
pared more than 
16,000 meals 
for homebound 
senior citizens 
this month. Photo 
provided.

Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass Feb. 6 at St. Andrew Dung Lac Catholic Church in Oklahoma City to mark the beginning of the Vietnamese New Year. Tet 
Nguyen Dan, or Tet for short, is considered the biggest and most popular festival of the year in Vietnam. Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic

Some songs leave listeners wanting 
to listen to it again and again.

This is the feedback the Okla-
homa Catholic music group, Still 
Morning, is receiving after releasing 

the song, “Storms,” on YouTube. 
“It fills me with so much joy and yet hum-

bles me at the same time,” said Austin Satrio, 
one of the key members of the band. “We’ve 
had parents tell us how our song helped them 
grieve the loss of a child, and 
we’ve gotten e-mails from over-
seas describing how our music 
has led to forgiveness and 
healing.”

Satrio added that Still 
Morning’s motto is “to help 
the soul know and praise its 
creator.”

“It’s incredibly humbling to 
know that the Lord is gra-
cious enough to enter into 
our gifts and passions and 
use them in ways we never 
could on our own,” he said. 

Still Morning was officially 
established in December 
2019 and is led by its two 
key members: Satrio and 
Julia Lopez, who are both 
Catholic. Both attended 
the University of Okla-
homa where their paths 
crossed. 

“It was really in 2018, 
Austin’s sophomore year, 
my senior year, that 
we started doing music 
together, completely 
unaware that just a 
year later, Still Morn-
ing would be born,” 
Lopez explained. “We 
both had our deeper 
conversions in college 
through the invest-
ment of FOCUS mis-
sionaries at OU, who 
showed us what it 
really looked like to 
have a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus 
Christ - for that we are forever grateful.”

She explained that as their love for Jesus 
grew, so did their desire to make him known 
and to share his love with others. The music 
became the perfect avenue for them to do that. 
She said they firmly believe that Still Morning 
is not only a band, but a ministry.

The name Still Morning carries a two-fold 
meaning, Lopez said. It embodies the truth that 
is found in scripture, specifically in Lamenta-
tions 3:22-23, which reads “The Lord’s acts of 
mercy are not exhausted, his compassion is 
not spent; they are renewed each morning - 
great is your faithfulness!” 

“It is here that we grasp the truth that the 
Lord’s mercy is new every morning; that de-
spite our brokenness or how far we may wan-
der from the Lord, we always can return to his 
mercy. With this, we can see every moment of 

every day as morning as a time where we can 
draw close to the heart of God who waits for us 
with open arms,” she said.

The band had its obstacles to overcome, and 
both Lopez and Satrio leaned on their Catho-
lic faith to overcome them, especially when it 
came to fear, and trusting the Lord to make a 
path for them.

“After we released our first single from a 
bedroom studio, we didn’t really know where to 
go,” Satrio said. 

“I think we both knew how much we wanted 
to grow Still Morning as a band and ministry, 
but when you really want something, you’re so 
scared of what might happen if it doesn’t work 
out. Finally, we just learned to trust the Lord 

one step at a time. 

As Catholics, 
we know that the cost of discipleship is 
everything; there is no part of ourselves – our 
dreams, our passions, our desires – that we are 
not called to hand over to the Lord. One day, 
we decided that we had to invest all we could 
into Still Morning and throw away all our vi-
sions of success. While we’ve come a long way 
from that point, this is a challenge we con-
stantly face. We live in a world of competition 
that equates success with worldly popularity 
and big numbers, but we always try to let the 
Lord define the success of Still Morning and 
allow him to work through the ministry as he 
desires.”

Their first song, Storms, was written by Sa-
trio. 

“Austin is definitely the primary songwrit-

er,” Lopez said. “Although I may contribute 
a thought here or there, the Lord has given 
him the beautiful gift of writing. Most of the 
songwriting flows out of spontaneous prayer – 
‘Storms’ is no different. We like to view song-
writing more as song ‘receiving;’ each one is 
truly a gift from the Lord.”  

Still Morning has led worship for many 
retreats, conferences and adoration nights 
around Oklahoma. Whether it’s a high school 
confirmation class or a college retreat, each 
one has been a unique experience for the 
band, and all are opportunities to lead prayer 
through music.  

Their fan base is growing, and they’ve heard 
from numerous people – locally, nationally and 
internationally – who have been touched by 

their music. 
“While we do 

hope to reach 
the ears of as 
many people 
as possible, 
we value deep 
encounter more 
than anything, 
and have been 
blessed to see 
that fruit just in 
Still Morning’s 
first year,” Lopez 
said.  

The band is 
raising funds for 
their first-ever 
multi-track re-
lease. Their vision 
is to release five 
songs, all of which 
will help people 
know and praise 
God. They said they 
believe these songs 
will be windows into 
deeper encounter, 
openings into radical 
prayer, and catalysts 
for the joy of the 
Gospel. 

“God willing, our 
hope is that the EP 
would be recorded this 
spring, and released 
in the summer. We are 
convinced that this is 
not just a hobby, but a 
calling,” Lopez said. 

Their fundraising intention is to raise 
$12,300, all of which will go toward production 
costs, paying our musicians and engineers, 
and everything else that goes into the record-
ing, producing, mixing and mastering of all five 
songs, and they are almost halfway to their 
goal.

For more information or to give a gift, go 
online at stillmorningmusic.com. To contact 
Still Morning for a worship night, conference or 
retreat, e-mail stillmorningworship@gmail.com 
or find them on Facebook or on Instagram at @
stillmorningmusic.

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Oklahoma Catholic musical group, 
Still Morning, debuts first song

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

Still Morning is led by its two key members, Austin Satrio and Julia Lopez. Photo provided.



“Every time we go to confes-
sion, God embraces us,” 
Pope Francis once said. 

The Sacrament of Pen-
ance (also commonly called reconciliation or 
confession) is one of the seven sacraments 
of the Catholic Church, in which the faithful 
are absolved from sins committed after Bap-
tism and are reconciled with the Christian 
community. 

According to Father Cory Stanley, pastor 
of Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Okarche, 
“Our Lord gave the apostles and their suc-
cessors the ability to speak his own words 
of forgiveness (Jn 20:19-23). Jesus had his 
heart set on healing and now, after he as-
cended into Heaven, his healing ministry 
would remain. A man himself could never 
forgive sins, but Jesus gave certain men the 
authority to speak his words of forgiveness, 
so that the world could continue to meet him 
in person as time marched on. This encoun-
ter of forgiveness where we meet the succes-
sors of the apostles, the bishops and priests, 
has developed through the centuries.”  

Father Stanley further explains, “Sin is 
sin. Seeing God’s healing forgiveness at 
work is the most memorable part of the 
sacrament – not the sins confessed. The 
memorable part is seeing someone walk-
ing away with all that weight lifted off their 
shoulders!” 

Father Lance Warren, pastor of Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in El Reno, said 
when hearing confessions, he always carries 
a picture of the prodigal son being embraced 
by his father upon his return as represen-
tative of what happens in the Sacrament of 
Penance. 

“A parishioner heard me preach on the 
prodigal son and confession, and she gener-
ously gave me a framed print of the famous 
Rembrandt painting. It hangs in the confes-
sional at Sacred Heart right now.”

Father Warren further explained, “I know 
many parishioners prefer going to a priest 
they don’t know and might very well never 
see again, but it’s important to remember 
that for confessors celebrating the sacra-
ment, there is the grace of leaving it all 
behind in the confessional. The priest who 
taught us in the art of confession told us this 
would be the case, but until I was ordained, I 

wasn’t sure I believed this. But, it’s true.”
“Reconciliation is not about judging or being 

judges. It’s an encounter with mercy itself. It’s 

an encounter with Christ.”
Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the 

Sooner Catholic.
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Reconciliation: An encounter with mercy
By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

urged Oklahomans to “pray, serve, speak up 
and volunteer” where they could.  

Lisa Billy, a member of the Rose Day Com-
mittee and former state legislator, said she 
knows first-hand how important it is for leg-
islators to hear from their constituents. She 
encouraged viewers to familiarize themselves 
with the state’s many pregnancy resources and 
to contact their legislators. Billy said adoption 
and foster care continue to be critical needs in 
Oklahoma. 

The 2021 Rose Day keynote speaker was 
Abby Johnson, a former Planned Parenthood 
director, who spent eight years of her life work-
ing in the abortion industry. 

Johnson’s view of abortion changed suddenly 
one day, when she was called to assist in the 
abortion of a 13-week-old boy. She said she 
will never forget watching a monitor in horror 
as the boy futilely struggled and fought for his 
life against the abortion equipment. 

“I knew at that point there was life and hu-
manity in the womb,” Johnson said. 

Johnson left the abortion industry 11 years 
ago and said she has never looked back. 

Johnson has since created the ministry, “And 
Then There Were None,” that assists others 
who desire to safely leave their work in the 
abortion industry. 

Brian Hobbs, editor of the Baptist Messenger 
newspaper and member of the Rose Day Com-
mittee, interviewed Johnson virtually. 

Johnson noted “Unplanned,” a movie in-
spired by the real-life experience of Johnson’s 
time at Planned Parenthood. 

“The most amazing stories were women who 
watched the film who were considering abor-
tion and then after watching, chose life,” John-
son said. 

Johnson said she has heard from thousands 
of men and women involved in abortion, had 
abortions, men who took girlfriends or wives for 
abortions, and found post abortion healing. 

She said there was not a day she woke up 
when there wasn’t an e-mail in her inbox from 
someone saying they walked into the theater 
pro-choice and walked out, pro-life. 

Asked about the most pressing issue in the 
fight for life, Johnson said it was about being 

unafraid to be a public witness for the rights of 
the unborn. 

Johnson said the pro-life movement has 
predominately been a grassroots effort. She 
said legislation is significant, but true change 
happens when there is a conversion of heart. 

“[It] is about being willing to have difficult 
conversations. Abortion is not an option. It is 
morally objectionable. That should be the mis-
sion of the Church.” 

“Many times, we’re called the “silent major-
ity,” Johnson told viewers. “It is time for us to 
stop being silent.”

“We live in a time where people are afraid to 
speak up about God’s truth and that is what 
matters. One of those truths is that life matters 
and it begins at the moment of conception.” 

“We all have a responsibility to speak life.” 
Rose Day concluded with a prayer by Spen-

cer Ledbetter, pastor of The Cross of Calvary 
Church, who prayed “we stand with boldness 
and not intimidation.” 

The full video of this year’s Rose Day can be 
viewed at roseday.life.

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic. 
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HELP SAVE LIVES IN NORMAN! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40daysforlife.com/norman 

You can protect mothers and children by 
joining this worldwide mobilization to pray and 
fast for an end to abortion!  

Through prayer and fasting, peaceful vigils and 
community outreach, 40 Days for Life has 
inspired 1,000,000 volunteers! 

With God’s help, here are the proven results 
over 27 coordinated campaigns: 

• 18,000 babies saved from abortion 
• 211 abortion workers converted 
• 107 abortion centers closed 

Here’s how to take part in 40 Days for Life in our 
community: 

• Vigil location: Public right-of-way outside 
Abortion Surgery Center, 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
Norman, OK 73069 

• Vigil hours: 7 AM to 2 PM weekdays 
• Local contact: Connie Lang, jlang9@cox.net 

or 405-249-1041 
• Learn more … get involved … and sign up 

for prayer times by visiting our campaign at 
the web address shown below! 

 

Betty Dollins 
of Prince of 
Peace Cath-
olic Church 
in Altus was 
named Cath-
olic Daughter 
of the Year 
in Court St. 
Francis of 
Peace. Photo 
provided. 

Christ the King 
Catholic School 
celebrated Rev. 
Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day by 
learning about 
his legacy. Photos 
provided.

In January, 
participants 
of March 
for Life in 
Norman 
prayed a 
Rosary and 
marched 
from the 
abortion 
center to Go 
Life. Photos 
provided.

On Jan. 21, 
students at All 
Saints Cath-
olic School in 
Norman held a 
March for Life. 
After the march, 
students at the 
school prayed the 
Rosary together. 
Photos provided.
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The challenge of eucharistic coherence
In his encyclical, “Ecclesia de 

Eucharistia,” Saint John Paul II 
invited Catholics to “rekindle” our 
sense of “eucharistic amazement,” 
for “the Church draws her life from 
the Eucharist,” which “recapitu-
lates the heart of the mystery of 
the Church” – Christ’s glorified, 
abiding presence with, in, and 
through his people, fulfilling his 
promise to remain with us “to the 
close of the age” (Matthew 28:20).

In the Eucharist, the Church 
meets the Lord “with unique inten-
sity.” Thus, the celebration of the 
Eucharist is not just something 
the Church does; the celebration 
of the Eucharist singularly embod-
ies what the Church is.

That profound sense of eucha-
ristic amazement is why the Latin 
American bishops, in their 2007 
Aparecida Document, insisted on 
“eucharistic coherence” in their 
Catholic communities.

And, according to those bishops 
(whose number included the man 
who would become pope six years 
later), the Church’s eucharistic 
coherence required that holy Com-
munion not be distributed to those 
Catholics in politics and medical 
practice who were not in full com-
munion with the Church because 
they were facilitating or participat-
ing in such grave moral evils as 
abortion and euthanasia.

The question of eucharistic 
coherence has been sharpened 
in America since the inaugura-
tion of a brother Catholic, Joseph 
R. Biden Jr., as president of the 
United States. Less than 48 hours 

after Mr. Biden took the presiden-
tial oath of office, the White House 
issued a statement celebrating the 
48th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, 
the 1973 Supreme Court decision 
that summarily mandated today’s 
American abortion license – one of 
the most radical in the world.

The White House statement also 
pledged that the administration 
would codify Roe’s abortion li-
cense in federal law. What is the 
challenge to eucharistic coherence 
here?

From a Catholic moral perspec-
tive, Roe v. Wade was the worst 
Supreme Court decision since 
Dred Scott v. Sanford in 1857 
– and for the same reason. As 
Dred Scott declared black people 
outside the community of legal 
protection, Roe declared indisput-
ably human beings, the unborn, 
beyond the boundaries of the law’s 
protection.

Both Dred Scott and Roe thus vi-
olated the bedrock Catholic social 
justice principle of the inalienable 
dignity of every human life; both 
decisions rested on the claim – bi-
ologically false and morally unsus-
tainable – that the lives in ques-
tion were not really human. It is 
impossible to be a coherent Cath-
olic and to affirm the degradation 
of human dignity that underwrites 
Roe v. Wade.

And, incoherent Catholics re-
ceiving holy Communion make 
for a eucharistically incoherent 
and thus evangelically diminished 
Church.

This incoherence is the sad 

byproduct of many factors: inad-
equate catechesis and Catholic 
formation; theological dissent 
from settled Catholic convictions; 
vulgarized liturgy that undercuts 
the majesty of the Eucharist; a 
weakened sense of what it means 
to live in the “state of grace” and 
thus be worthy to receive holy 
Communion; pressures to conform 
to distorted notions of empowering 
women; the failures of  bishops 
to challenge those in their pasto-
ral care to deeper conversion to 
Christ; lay Catholics’ failures to 
follow the Lord’s injunction in Mat-
thew 18:15-16 and fraternally cor-
rect incoherent fellow Catholics.

The word “crisis” is vastly over-
used today. But, if eucharistic in-
coherence in a Church that “draws 
her life from the Eucharist” isn’t a 
crisis, what is?

The U.S. bishops’ Working 
Group on Engaging the New Ad-
ministration proposed a “teaching 
document” on “the importance of 
eucharistic coherence or consis-
tency.” That document will be pub-
lished in due course.

The Church’s life is not on hold 
until then, however. This time of 
crisis also is a time of opportunity, 
and local bishops should seize that 
opportunity to promote the eu-
charistic coherence of the Church: 
not least by seeing to a thorough 
re-catechesis of their dioceses on 
the truth of the Eucharist in full, 
through Catholic schools, Chris-
tian initiation programs, campus 
ministries, preaching, social media 
and internet platforms and pasto-

ral letters.
Local bishops also should, and 

in person, work to persuade Cath-
olic public officials who are facili-
tating grave moral evils to recon-
sider and to become champions of 
the culture of life. Such pastoral 
outreach will take time. But, the 
time to begin is now because the 
accommodation of incoherence has 
lasted for too long.

The spiritual well-being of the 
bishops’ sons and daughters in 
Christ is at stake. And, while the 
Catholic incoherence of Catholic 
public officials is not unique, it 
has distinctive consequences that 
undermine the eucharistic coher-
ence of the Church.

The truth always must be spo-
ken in charity. Yet, it must be 
spoken, and the consequences of 
obstinate, willful Catholic inco-
herence must be made clear. This 
is not politics. This is Christian 
solidarity and pastoral care.      

George Weigel is distinguished 
senior fellow and William E. Simon 
Chair in Catholic Studies Ethics 
and Public Policy Center, Wash-
ington D.C. 

The Catholic Difference is syndi-
cated by the Denver Catholic, the 
official publication for the Archdio-
cese of Denver.

The Catholic Difference

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

Archbishop Coakley celebrated a Memorial 
Mass for Fr. Philip Louis Feb. 2 at St. Matthew 
Catholic Church in Elk City. Photos Diane Clay/
Sooner Catholic. 

Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass Feb. 5 for freshman students 
at Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High School in Oklahoma City during 
Catholic Schools Week. Photos Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic. 

In the past couple of months, I have found 
myself in numerous conversations that have 
given me some pause. I decided to write my 
column this month as a general response to 
the many I have talked to, assuming that if 
there have been a dozen or so people who feel 
this way, and who have gone out of their way 
to talk with me, surely there are many more.

The theme of these conversations has been 
a deep sense of hurt, some have even used the 
word betrayal, over the closing of our Church’s 
this past spring in response to the COVID pan-
demic. I have spent much time talking through 
this with many, and though the explanations 
and specific reasons varied from person to per-
son, the overall conversation was remarkably 
similar: they were stunned and shaken by the 
temporary loss of public worship and access 
to the sacraments. In all these conversations I 
believe I was able to offer some unique insights 
that helped them and so I offer those thoughts 
here in hopes it will help others as well. 

First, as one of the people who contributed 
to this decision in a small way, I would like 
to convey my condolences to you for the suf-
fering this may have caused. If you are one of 
the people who has really struggled with this, 
and are finding it hard to let go, I think it is a 
bit like a grieving experience, so “condolences” 
seems an appropriate expression: an expres-
sion of sympathy to someone who is experienc-
ing pain arising from death, deep mental an-
guish or misfortune. I am sorry for your pain. 

Yet, I would encourage you – I have never 
experienced pain in my life that hasn’t led to 
growth in faith and character when I turned 
it over to the Lord. If you are still struggling, 
still angry, still hurt, would you consider giving 
that over to Jesus? I truly believe he desires to 
meet you in a unique way in your pain.

Like I said earlier, I was not the one who had 
to make such a decision, that heavy burden 
was left to Archbishop Coakley. But, I was 
one of the people sitting around the table as 
that decision was being made. In defense of 
our Archbishop, and the rest of our bishops 
for that matter, in my estimation there was no 
other decision that could have been made at 
that time. 

At that time, early in the pandemic, we were 
being told that millions of people were possibly 
going to die (I believe the early projection was 
four million people in the United States), and 
that the only way to prevent further loss of life 
was to take aggressive action. We also were 
only weeks into this pandemic and had limit-
ed information even from other countries who 
were further ahead of us with the outbreak. 
For the sake of the common good, and to save 
lives, the only clear decision was to do what 
was being asked of us by the government, the 
CDC and other health experts, which is why 
every diocese in the country made the same 
decision.

Just hearing that backdrop to the decision 
was helpful to everyone I talked to. Most were 
just not aware of all those factors. Many were 
looking back with the illumination of all the 
new information we currently have, and crit-
icizing a decision made all the way back in 
March, which is not fair. 

Also, with pain and suffering often comes an 
overemphasis on the individual person, but the 
challenge with this decision was that the whole 
basis for it was the common good of all the lay 
faithful, not any one person, and not even any 
one age demographic. The common good is 
always a principle aim in the Church’s deci-
sion-making process. Given how little we knew 
about the virus early on, the decision was both 
prudent and consistent with that common 
good.

This pandemic has greatly affected the life 
of our Church: The suspension of Masses, 
the disruption of parish life, many parish-
es throughout the archdiocese still have not 
opened up their RE classes. The reality is that 
many feel disconnected from Christ, and from 
the Church. As a Catholic, you may find your-
self wrestling with all these ramifications and 
trying to figure out where God is in the midst 
of this time of crisis.

In the midst of these many conversations 
and praying for the people I have been talking 
with, I came across a small book that does a 
pretty amazing job of addressing the situation. 
Our Sunday Visitor has published a short 
and quick read, “Finding Christ in the Crisis: 

What the 
Pandem-
ic Can 
Teach 
Us,” 
by Fr. 
Harrison 
Ayre and 
Michael 
Heinlein. 

The book addresses the pain that many have 
experienced, but quickly moves to finding 
Christ in the midst of that pain and shedding 
light on what God might be saying to us in this 
unique time in history, both in the Church and 
in the world. 

This is from the online description: “Through 
scriptural interpretation and examination of 
particular realities of the faith, we can realize 
that, while we may at times be restricted in our 
access to the sacraments and even to pastoral 
leadership, the effects of this pandemic are by 
no means a defeat. Instead, as men and wom-
en of faith, we have an opportunity to rediscov-
er the heart of our Catholic identity and to find 
God in the midst of the storm.”

This column has as its primary focus lived 
discipleship – what living out our call to be 
disciples really looks like in the ordinary or 
our everyday lives. I can’t think of a better 
challenge to discipleship and complete trust in 
God than what we have gone through this past 
year. There can be a human tendency to try to 
find someone or something to blame for hard-
ship and suffering. 

We feel so hurt and angry, we want to find 
some target to lash out at with that energy. 
The heart of a disciple, though, first turns that 
energy to Jesus and asks him to sort out the 
pain and anger and bring peace. 

The immense challenges of this past year are 
actually a huge opportunity. “Finding Christ in 
the Crisis” is very helpful in bringing that reali-
ty to light. I would highly encourage it for those 
of you who resonate with the content of this 
column. You can find more information about 
the book on the Our Sunday Visitor website at 
orderosv.com.

Reflecting on my life experienc-
es as a Christian, I recall hearing 
“laughter is good for the soul” and 
“if we’ll be still and listen, God 
speaks to us.” However, I don’t re-
call ever hearing or thinking about 
God speaking to me through 
laughter. “I Heard God Laugh” 
immediately sparked my curiosity 
and desire to learn more about 
nurturing my soul by hearing God 
laugh.

This book is the work of author, 
speaker and consultant Matthew 
Kelly and is designed as a “Practi-
cal Guide to Life’s Essential Habit” 
(daily prayer). Kelly powerfully 
demonstrates that “we cannot live 
the life we have imagined, or expe-

rience the joy we yearn for, unless 
we learn to tend the soul.” Given 
this premise, Kelly takes us on a 
spiritual journey with personal 
examples for hearing God laugh.

There are five parts to the book, 
each filled with many thought-pro-
voking questions and Kelly’s per-
sonal experiences. The first part 
seems to set the stage for all that 
is to come as Kelly poses a ques-
tion: “Is your life working?” And, 
assuming the answer to be “no,” 
we are introduced to the idea of 
creating a new habit that can help 
us enjoy life as we would like. 

The new habit is “prayer.” Daily 
prayer and one that includes 
opening up to God in asking for 
him how we might become more 
like we were created to be.

The second part of the book is 

where Kelly shares his personal 
spiritual journey and his hope for 
the read-
er, which 
is that 
his book 
might 
increase 
confi-
dence for 
practicing daily prayer.

The remainder of the book 
includes several ways prac-
ticing daily prayer can lead 
to other spiritual habits, the 
“Six Powerful Spiritual Les-
sons,” and ends with a part 
of “The God Who Gave Us 
Laughter.”

Each part includes Kelly’s 
“Soul Note” that seems to provide 
encouragement for overcoming the 

challenge of making reflection and 
daily prayer our habit.

This book is only 109 pages in 
length, but it is very powerful and 
I believe it would be a fantastic re-

source for anyone 
striving to make 
their life work 
the way they 
would like for it 
to work.

I highly recom-
mend this book, 
and, in fact, I like 
it enough that my 
wife and I have 
provided copies to 
our family mem-
bers.

John H. Dolezal 
is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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Finding Christ in the crisis

Jim Beckman
Executive Director 

of the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis

By John H. Dolezal 
The Sooner Catholic

Book Review: “I Heard God Laugh”

Real Life Disciples
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

¿Es hora de volver a casa?

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City • P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123 • 405-709-2745

Por favor visite archokc.org/appeal para hacer su donación en línea

COLECTA 
CATÓLICA ANUAL 
2021 

Me dirijo a ti, Señor, 
en medio de las dificultades.

Ha pasado casi un año desde que la palabra 
COVID se convirtió en el pan de cada día en 
los hogares de nuestro país. Virtualmente todo 
aspecto de nuestras vidas ha sido impactado 
por esta pandemia global. Ciertamente la vida 
de la Iglesia en nuestra arquidiócesis ha sido 
dramáticamente impactada también. 

En su debido momento, y probablemente 
ejerciendo un exceso de precaución, tomé la 
difícil decisión de suspender las misas públicas 
a lo largo y ancho de la arquidiócesis. Debido 
a que, dadas las circunstancias, era imposible 
cumplir con la obligación de la misa domini-
cal de manera segura, decidí levantar dicha 
obligación también. Sé muy bien que muchas 
personas se molestaron con mi decisión. Desa-
fortunadamente, no teníamos una guía segura 
que nos ayudara a navegar los muchos retos y 
dilemas que esta experiencia nos presentaba. 
Estamos todos haciendo lo mejor que podemos. 
Hemos tenido que aceptar limitaciones a nues-
tra libertad de reunirnos, de viajar y de vivir 
nuestras vidas tal y como lo hacíamos “antes 
del COVID”.  Ha sido difícil para todos. 

Agradezco la paciencia, creatividad y flexibili-
dad de nuestros sacerdotes, diáconos, catequi-
stas, parroquianos y padres de familia, quienes 
han tenido que asumir un reto sin precedentes 
en este momento histórico. ¡Verdaderamente 
hemos sido testigos de héroes entre nosotros! 

Comparto la pena de las muchas familias 

que han perdido a seres queridos debido al 
COVID, y de aquellos que han estado enfermos 
y en cuarentena. Además de los síntomas físi-
cos, muchos han sufrido angustias mentales, 
emocionales y espirituales debido al miedo, a 
la soledad y la ansiedad que ha traído consi-
go la pandemia. Estos sufrimientos han todos 
sido reales. Todos han sido afectados, y hemos 
sufrido impactos económicos en muchos de 
nuestros hogares y muchas de nuestras parro-
quias también. 

¡Sin embargo, no hemos perdido la esperan-
za! Las cosas mejorarán. Dios está con no-
sotros. Esta pandemia va a terminar, y prob-
ablemente comenzamos a sentir que su final 
está en el horizonte cercano. Al tiempo que se 
producen vacunas de manera ética, y su desar-
rollo y distribución se incrementa, más y más 
personas tendrán la oportunidad de protegerse 
ante este mal. 

Con ciertas precauciones para garantizar 
nuestra seguridad, reiniciamos las misas públi-
cas desde el comienzo del verano. De manera 
segura, las personas pueden reunirse para 
recibir los sacramentos, tan necesarios para 
nuestro bienestar y salud espiritual.

Esperamos con ansia el momento en que 
alcancemos la llamada inmunidad colectiva 
y la pandemia comience a ceder. Pero por el 
momento, aunque en medio de precauciones, 
intentamos seguir viviendo nuestras vidas. 

Hemos aprendido a vivir 
bajo estar condiciones, 
pero siempre pensando en 
que un día lo haremos con 
menos restricciones. 

Me he reunido con mi 
personal para revisar algu-
nas de las directrices de se-
guridad que impuse cuan-
do reabríamos las misas 
públicas y otras reuniones 
de vital importancia para 
la vida y el ministerio de 
las parroquias, incluyendo 
la educación en nuestras 
escuelas. Pronto haré mod-
ificaciones a esas direc-
trices para permitir mayor 
flexibilidad, aprovechando 
lo que hemos aprendi-

do de nuestra 
experiencia y las 
recomendaciones 
de los expertos de 
salud. 

La vacuna 
traerá consigo un 
cambio. Aunque 
algunas precau-
ciones podrían mantenerse en pie por algún 
tiempo (cubre bocas, distanciamiento y desin-
fectantes). Muchos ya reconocen que asistir a 
la misa dominical es seguro. Y han reconocido 
también su profundo deseo y necesidad de 
recibir la Eucaristía y la importancia de es-
tar en contacto con los demás miembros de 
la comunidad (de manera segura) durante la 
misa. Entiendo también que existen otros para 
los que, debido a su propia vulnerabilidad o 
la necesidad de cuidar a seres queridos, no 
es posible aun regresar a la misa pública de 
manera segura. 

Desafortunadamente, estoy consciente tam-
bién que muchos otros simplemente han per-
dido el hábito de asistir a misa los domingos. 
Quizá es porque dependen ahora de la misa en 
línea y disfrutan de la conveniencia que esta 
conexión virtual les ha ofrecido en estos tiem-
pos de emergencia. 

Al tiempo que la emergencia va cediendo y las 
vacunas se hacen más disponibles, También es 
momento de considerar el regreso a la misa. La 
dispensa de la obligación de la misa dominical 
fue solamente una medida temporal. No durará 
para siempre. Tenemos la obligación de alabar 
a Dios de la manera que quiere ser alabado. 

Nuestro Señor nos dejó la Eucaristía y esta-
bleció la misa para que pudiéramos adorarlo 
de la manera que quiere ser adorado. Además 
de la obligación de adorar a Dios, tenemos la 
necesidad de recibir la gracia de los sacramen-
tos. Todos aquellos que gozan de buena salud, 
deberían acercarse a recibir el sustento spiritu-
al que Dios nos ofrece a través de la Eucaristía. 
¿Para qué posponerlo? 

Si aun no has regresado a misa, te invito a 
que lo hagas. El Señor te espera, así como te 
esperan tus hermanos. Si algo hemos apren-
dido en este tiempo de pandemia, es la impor-
tancia de pertenecer. Perteneces a Cristo y a su 
Iglesia. ¡Es hora de volver a casa!

40 Días por la Vida
La campaña de primavera 40 Días por la Vida comienza el 17 de 

febrero. Inscríbase para orar en una o en las tres ubicaciones locales 
en 40daysforlife.com: Edmond, Oklahoma City y Norman. Sue Thayer 
con 40 Days for Life (ex gerente de centro de aborto en Iowa) estará en 
cada sitio de campaña local: 6 p.m. el 21 de febrero en Norman; 1 p.m. 
el 22 de febrero en Edmond; 6 p.m. el 22 de febrero en Oklahoma City.

Pre-Cana (español)
La próxima clase de Pre-Cana en español es de 8:30 a.m. a 4 p.m. el 

27 de febrero en el Centro Pastoral Católico. 7501 Northwest Express-
way en Oklahoma City. El costo es de $ 40 por pareja y el almuerzo 
está incluido. El último día para registrarse es el 25 de febrero. El es-
pacio es limitado. Comuníquese con Lisa Carrasco al (405) 709-2709.
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Una carrera en el diseño de com-
bustibles y materiales para 
cohetes se acercó mucho más a 
Ian Torres-Acuña, estudiante de 
último año de la Escuela Secund-

aria Católica Mount Saint Mary.
Ian, de 18 años, recibió una beca comple-

ta de cuatro años para estudiar ingeniería en 
la Universidad de Washington en St. Louis a 
través del programa QuestBridge National Col-
lege Match que conecta a estudiantes de alto 
rendimiento y de orígenes de bajos ingresos 
con 42 de las mejores universidades del país.

“Estoy muy agradecido. la universidad es 
muy costosa y no hubiera podido pagarla”, dijo 
Ian.

“Realmente me gustan ambas carreras, la 
ingeniería química y la aeroespacial. Deseo vin-
cularme a un laboratorio de investigación”.

“Desde que tengo uso de razón, he admirado 
a la NASA. Todo estudiante aplicado piensa 
que la NASA es la agencia para la que quiere 
trabajar. Es el futuro y soy muy futurista “.

Ian es uno de los 1,464 estudiantes de último 
año de este año, de entre más de 18,500 solic-
itantes, que emparejaron con una universidad 
asociada a QuestBridge.

La consejera de Mount, Donna Williams, dijo 
que en sus más de 20 años de consejera, él es 
solo el segundo estudiante en recibir la beca. 

“Este joven, una vez muy tímido, tranquilo 
pero ingenioso y brillante, ha navegado su car-
rera en la escuela secundaria con un carácter 
impecable, determinación y resistencia”, es-
cribió Williams en su solicitud de QuestBridge.

Su inicio fue complicado. El padre de Ian lo 
trajo a vivir a Oklahoma desde México después 
de que su madre, María, muriera de cáncer. 
Tenía 14 años y solo sabía un poco de inglés.

“Estaba muy asustado. Era un mundo com-

pletamente nuevo”, dijo Ian.
En México, estaba acostumbrado a ser el 

mejor en su clase de inglés. Pero su primer 
ensayo en  Mount le fue devuelto con “un 
montón de líneas rojas” que marcaban sus 
numerosos errores cometidos. Ian dijo que 
llamó a su profesor de inglés en México 
para pedirle ayuda y siguió adelante.

Williams dijo que Ian trabajó duro para 
superar la barrera del idioma y obtuvo un 
5 en la Colocación Avanzada de Lenguaje 
y Composición de Inglés. Fue designado 
Académico AP con Honores al final de su 
tercer año.

Aunque tímido y cohibido por su acen-
to, Ian dijo que primero encontró un lugar 
cómodo en el programa de robótica de la es-
cuela. Al canalizar su pasión por la ciencia, 
las matemáticas, la construc-
ción y el arte, Ian ha emergi-
do no solo como un líder, 
sino como un colaborador y 
mentor vital, dijo Williams.

Además de su trabajo esco-
lar, Ian estudió y logró la ciu-
dadanía durante su segundo 
año escolar.

Su padre, Felimon Torres Ro-
dríguez, había obtenido la doble ciudadanía 
anteriormente y trabajó en los Estados Unidos 
años antes de traer a Ian aquí.

“Al principio, mi mamá no quería que me 
fuera”, dijo Ian. Pero cambió de opinión a 
medida que aumentaban las amenazas de los 
cárteles de drogas.

“Realmente no había futuro en México. El 
lugar donde vivía era uno de los lugares más 
peligrosos”, dijo Ian.

El trabajo de su padre como técnico para una 
banda familiar de músicos lo lleva mucho a la 
carretera. 

“Ian Torres obtiene inspiración y fuerza para 
seguir adelante de su madre quien vive en él 
como su inspiración constante para hacer lo 

mejor y superar cualquier desafío que se pre-
sente. A menudo se quedaba solo, mientras su 
padre trabajaba, Ian maduró en su resolución 
de problemas, pensamiento creativo e indepen-
dencia”, escribió Williams en la aplicación de 
QuestBridge.

“La sed de conocimiento de Ian y la persever-
ancia en la búsqueda de sus sueños llevarán a 
este joven a destinos que no conocen límites”.

K.S. McNutt es un escritor independiente para 
Sooner Catholic.

Estudiante de último año de la escuela 
secundaria de Mount Saint Mary gana 

la prestigiosa beca QuestBridge
Por K.S. McNutt 

The Sooner Catholic

Ian Torres-Acuña
Mount St. Mary Catholic 

High School senior 

BECAS UNIVERSITARIAS
¡Anuncio para todos los estudiantes

de último año de secundaria!

Fecha límite de solicitud: 8 de marzo de 2021

APLICA EN LÍNEA:
CFOOK.ORG

¡Aplique ahora!
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Briefs

Jobs Box
Office manager and executive 
assistant – OKC

The Catholic Pastoral Center of 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
seeks an office manager and exec-
utive assistant in the Secretariat 
for Evangelization and Catechesis. 
Responsible for organizing, coordi-
nating, and managing office ad-
ministration procedures to ensure 
effectiveness and efficiency, includ-
ing coordinating events and main-
taining schedules for the executive 
director and assistant executive di-
rector, intra-office communications, 
inventory control, staff supervision 
and delegation of tasks. Inde-
pendently manage a wide range of 
administrative tasks. Send resume 
to mmills@archokc.org.  

Principal - OKC
Sacred Heart Catholic School 

in Oklahoma City is conducting a 
search for a principal for the 2021-
2022 school year. Sacred Heart 
is a vibrant, culturally and eco-
nomically diverse PreK-4 through 
8th grade Catholic school with a 
current enrollment of 125 stu-
dents. Sacred Heart is dedicated 
to the development of the whole 
person and excellence of each 
student, supported by a welcoming 
community with strong parental 
involvement and the work of the 
highly dedicated staff. Seeking a 
faith-inspired, energetic, proactive 
and collaborative principal to join 

in the mission to provide an excep-
tional faith-based academic educa-
tion for students. Ideal candidate 
is highly effective communicator 
and creative problem solver who is 
enthusiastic about addressing the 
challenges of providing access to 
Catholic education for all. Must be 
practicing Catholic with a mini-
mum of five years of teaching expe-
rience. Administrative experience 
and bilingual in Spanish preferred. 
Effective July 1; earlier start date 
possible. Contact the Office of the 
Superintendent, P.O. Box 32180, 
OKC 73123; dfloyd@archokc.org or 
call (405) 721-4202.

Director of housing – OKC
Catholic Charites of the Archdio-

cese of Oklahoma City is seeking a 
director of housing who will lever-
age their skills and experience in 
affordable housing best practices 
to take a leadership role in the 
creation of Housing First commu-
nities for the formerly homeless. 
The managing director will oversee 
real estate development activities of 
Catholic Charities Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. Relevant Master’s 
degree preferred; Experienced and 
technically proficient in all aspects 
of affordable housing real estate 
development, including finance, 
entitlement and design, construc-
tion, lease-up and operations. Send 
cover letter with resume to David 
Ashton at dashton@ccaokc.org.

Immigration attorney – OKC
Catholic Charites of the Archdio-

cese of Oklahoma City is seeking a 
temporary immigration attorney to 
provide high-quality legal services 
to low-income individuals. Primari-
ly responsible for assessing indi-
viduals’ eligibility for immigration 
relief and representing individuals 
before USCIS and the immigration 
court. This is a temporary posi-
tion with an anticipated duration 
of six months. The position could 
become permanent depending on 
ongoing need and agency funding. 
Must be a member in good stand-
ing of the bar of any state. (Okla-
homa State Bar preferred); fluent 
in the reading, writing and speak-
ing of Spanish; One to two years of 
immigration law experience pre-
ferred, but willing to train. Send 
cover letter with resume to Sara 
Bobbitt at sbobbitt@ccaokc.org.

Pianist/choir director - OKC
St. Patrick Catholic Church is 

seeking a part-time pianist/music 
director starting March 1. Must 
pass Safe Environment training, 
play piano, direct choir and pre-
pare service music. E-mail resume 
and contact information to gabyz@
stpatrickokc.com.

Organist/choir director - Duncan
Assumption Catholic Church 

in Duncan is seeking a part-time 
organist/choir director. Must pass 

the Safe Environment training, 
play a pipe organ, direct choir and 
prepare service music. Salary com-
mensurate with experience. Send 
resume and contact information to 
rev.p.jandaczek@gmail.com.

Substitute teachers - OKC
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School is looking for sub-
stitute teachers. E-mail bishop@
bmchs.org. Candidates should 
include a cover letter and resume, 
with the subject line Substitute 
Teacher.

Classroom substitutes - OKC
The Catholic School of St. Eu-

gene is seeking applicants for an 
on-call substitute list. Teaching 
experience not required. Must pass 
background check and have Safe 
Environment training (or be willing 
to complete). Fill out application at 
archokc.org/careers and at jobs@
steugeneschool.org.

Substitute teachers – OKC
Cristo Rey Oklahoma City Cath-

olic High School is seeking sub-
stitute teachers for the current 
academic year. They are responsi-
ble for learning continuity, main-
taining classroom management 
and delivering behavior strategies. 
Apply at cristoreyokc.org/careers.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Please contact organizers before 
attending. 

Sign up for FORMED!
There are three easy steps 

for parishioners to sign-up on 
FORMED: 1) Visit signup.formed.
org. 2) Enter parish zip or name. 3) 
Enter name and e-mail. Parishes 
should discontinue listing their 
unique parish codes since the new 
system is based on searching for 
the parish subscription on the 
FORMED sign-in screen. The new 
system does not require the sub-
scription code.  

Lenten initiative
Parishes across the archdiocese 

will be participating in a Lenten 
initiative to build community and 
to prepare for Easter. The ini-
tiative by Real Life Catholic fea-
tures Chris Stefanick, host of The 
Search on Formed. The initiative 
includes a live show online each 
week of Lent with a different bish-
op. Archbishop Coakley will be live 
on March 24. Sign up at reallife-
catholic.com!

Oklahoma Catholic Men’s 
Conference

The 2021 Oklahoma Catholic 
Men’s Conference is 9 a.m. – 
2:30 p.m. Feb. 20 in person and 
live-streamed from the Catho-
lic Pastoral Center. Register at  
catholicmen.net.

Marriage in His Image Date 
Nights

Christ the King Catholic Church 
presents Marriage in His Im-
age Date Nights on Feb. 20 with 
Alex and Sarah Schimpf; March 
20 with Fr. Rick Stansberry and 
April 17 with Dcn. Rick and Toby 
Booth. These individual sessions 
are based on Catholic teaching 
to guide committed couples in 
their marriage journey with Jesus 
Christ before and after the wed-
ding. Sessions begin at 6:15 p.m. 
in the school cafeteria, 8005 Dor-
set Dr. in Nichols Hills. RSVP for 
free childcare at mihi@ckokc.org. 
Visit ckokc.org/mihi. 

Black and Indian Mission 
Collection 

This year, the Black and Indian 
Mission Collection in the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City is Feb. 21. It 
comes during Lent, which is a time 
to concentrate on prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving. The Black and 
Indian Mission Office helps support 
the National Black Catholic Con-
gress and the Tekakwitha Confer-
ence. blackandindianmission.org. 
Please give generously Feb. 21.

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference

The 2021 virtual Oklahoma 
Catholic Women’s Conference 
is Feb. 27. Register for free at  
okcatholicwomen.com.

Pre-Cana (Spanish)
The next Pre-Cana class in 

Spanish is 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. Feb. 
27 at the Catholic Pastoral Cen-
ter, 7501 Northwest Expressway 
in Oklahoma City. Cost is $40 per 
couple and lunch is included. Last 
day to register is Feb. 25. Space is 
limited. Contact Lisa Carrasco at 
(405) 709-2709. 

CFO grant application
The Catholic Foundation of 

Oklahoma Pastoral Music and 
Fine Arts Grant application period 
closes Feb. 28. Visit cfook.org.

Faith Community Nurses’ 
Conference

The 14th annual Faith Communi-
ty Nurses’ Association Virtual Con-
ference, “Finding Peace Through 
Spiritual Self Care” is March 5. 
Visit fcnaok.org. 

CFO scholarship application
The Catholic Foundation of 

Oklahoma Scholarship application 
period closes March 8. All high 
school seniors within the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City are encour-
aged to apply at cfook.org. 

Day of Reflection 
“With a Father’s Heart – Reflec-

tions for the Year of St. Joseph” 
will be presented by Abbot Law-
rence Stasyszen, O.S.B., 8:30 a.m. 
- 3 p.m. March 13 at St. Grego-

ry’s Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur 
St. in Shawnee. Space is limited. 
Facial coverings and social dis-
tancing required. Attendees must 
pre-register by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Early registration $30 or 
$35 at the door. Lunch included.

Chrism Mass
The Chrism Mass is at 3 p.m. 

March 30 at The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklaho-
ma City and will be live-streamed 
for the public at archokc.org/live, 
Facebook and YouTube. 

Catholic Ireland pilgrimage
Join Fr. James Goins, pastor of 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church, 
on a pilgrimage to Ireland July 
5-15. Spend nine days taking in 
the beauty of ancient monasteries 
and churches along magnificent 
landscapes while connecting with 
the Lord. Included: Round trip air-
fare on American Airlines; break-
fast and dinner; specially selected 
hotel accommodations; air-condi-
tioned motor coach; full-time tour 
manager; departure tax and cur-
rent fuel charge. Cost: $4,599 from 
Oklahoma City. Visit unitours.
com/questions. Contact Christina 
Young, AA Travel, (405) 919-0785, 
christina@aa-travel.fun.

Find more briefs at archokc.org/
briefs. 
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February

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time.

St. Valentine’s Day.

World Marriage Day.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., at the chapel at St. 
Thomas More, 100 Stinson 
St., Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
lang@gmail.com.

President’s Day.

Serra Club of Oklahoma City 
meeting, 10:30 a.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
west Expressway, OKC. Visit 
serraokc.org.

Suicide grief support group, 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., St. 
Francis, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC. 
(3rd Tuesday).

Ash Wednesday.

40 Days for Life begins. Sign 
up at 40daysforlife.com.

Monthly Novena to the In-
fant Jesus. Nine days of 
novenas to the Infant Jesus 
of Prague. During the nine 
days, the novena prayers will 
be: Monday-Friday following 
Noon Mass, Saturday follow-
ing 5 p.m. Mass, and Sunday 
following 11 a.m. Mass.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.

Troy Snow 
918-798-0012 

troy.snow@kofc.org 
Councils: 775, 1677,  

7392, 10388, 11194, 11633, 
11959, 13313, 15834

Kevin Pierce 
Regional Agency Executive Consultant 

General Agent 
SKC 

Office: 877-707-0752 
Cell: 405-514-7660 

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Trey Welker 
Assistant General Agent 

MDRT, SKC 
405-850-4092 

trey.welker@kofc.org 
Councils: 3220, 10822, 12669

Bobby Stevens 
SKC 

405-534-0397 
bobby.stevens@kofc.org 

Councils: 1018, 3556, 4598, 
5160, 5354, 9901, 12108, 

16048, 16214, 16367

Chad McAuliff 
MDRT, SKC 

918-284-0685 
chad.mcauliff@kofc.org 

Councils: 1104, 4721, 6606, 
9668, 9737, 13828

Lance Dufour 
918-550-0886 

lance.dufour@kofc.org 
Councils: 962, 1302, 3167, 
4519, 4804, 7395, 8433, 

11734, 14220, 14248, 
14448, 15785, 17559

Chris Wright 
405-822-2181 

chris.wright@kofc.org 
Councils: 1038, 1044, 

1533, 1537, 2974, 3113, 
3309, 9334, 13366

Devon Soukup 
MDRT, SKC 

405-505-6030 
devon.soukup@kofc.org 

Councils: 767, 3101, 5440, 
5759, 6478, 8633, 14744

Mike Maggio  
405-697-8820 

michael.maggio@kofc.org 
Councils: 916, 949, 1053, 
 1903, 3336, 4026, 4042,  
5266, 5396, 9333, 9583, 

11135, 11237, 14106

Max Yardley 
405-570-2179 

max.yardley@kofc.org 
Councils: 4601, 6477, 
8204, 12518, 12605

This could be you! 
Career opportunities 

available. 

Michael Dalby 
405-638-1274 

michael.dalby@kofc.org 
Councils: 965, 1287, 2604, 
4889, 5168, 6367, 8523, 

9900, 11648, 11909,  
12819, 12382

Pierce Agency

Ranked the #1  
Knights of Columbus  

Agency in the Order in  
2015, 2017, 2018 and 2019.

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E  •  L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  •      R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S  

For over 138 years, our insurance program has helped  
generations of Catholic families find stability and security.

Pierce Ethical Ad_12x8 10-20.qxp_Layout 1  11/12/20  9:06 AM  Page 1

Thursday after Ash Wednes-
day. 

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact 
Elaine at (405) 358-3610,  
ccrprayers@gmail.com.

Friday after Ash Wednesday.

Saturday after Ash  
Wednesday.

Lay Missionaries of Charity, 
the lay order of the Missionar-
ies of Charity of St. Teresa of 
Calcutta, meeting at 10 a.m. 
at Holy Innocents’ conference 
room. Any lay person inter-
ested in living a consecrated 
life is welcome to “come and 
see.” Contact Toni Harrelson 
at (405) 694-1292, (405) 341-
2199 or tonimah@sbcglobal.
net.

The Oklahoma City Com-
munity of Secular Carmel-
ites meets monthly at Little 
Flower, OKC. Anyone inter-
ested in deepening prayer life 
with community support, call 
Vicky Caudell at (405) 637-
4611 or William Ginn at (405) 
737-2024.

First Sunday of Lent.

Black and Indian Mission 
Collection.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 

p.m., at the chapel at St. 
Thomas More, 100 Stinson 
St., Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
lang@gmail.com.

The Chair of St. Peter the 
Apostle.

Feast of St. Polycarp.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact 
Elaine at (405) 358-3610,  
ccrprayers@gmail.com.

Oklahoma Catholic Wom-
en’s Conference. Visit  
okcatholicwomen.com.
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Listen to “Make Straight the Way” on local Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio stations on Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m. and on Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. 

• Feb. 16 and 17:  Fr. William Novak - vicar general, 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

• Feb. 23 and 24: Fr. Alex Kroll - associate pastor,  
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, Edmond 

• March 2 and 3: Monica Knudsen - St. Charles  
Borromeo Catholic Church, Oklahoma City

• March 9 and 10: Caden Bennett - St. John the  
Baptist Catholic Church, Edmond

• March 16 and 17: Juan Valarde – catechist,   
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Sulphur   

Listen on 97.3 FM in Oklahoma City, 100.9 FM in
 Edmond, 94.9 FM in Tulsa and online at okcr.org. 
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Green Tie Gatherings “at home” event for 
Catholic Charities

Saturday
March 6, 2021

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY 
presents

SANCTUARY
Women’s Development Centers 

Nick and Nicole Dell'Osso

Chris and Connie Burnett Foundation

Tom and Theresa Luetkemeyer

Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.

American Fidelity Foundation

Deacon Jim and Dori Smith

COOP Ale Works

Mike and Sue Krenger

SSM Health

“Change a Life" LIVE begins at 7 P.M. on @CCAOKC Facebook Page.
Help us meet the needs of homeless women in Oklahoma City and Norman.

Contact Catholic Charities of Oklahoma City for additional information: (405) 523-3000

SPONSORED BY

Visit GreenTieGatherings.org to donate, sponsor or register for the online auction.

DONATE NOW by texting SanctuaryOK to 41444

Amanda Taylor
Hosted by

OKLAHOMA CITY – On March 6, 
Catholic Charities of the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City is 
planning a new and innovative 
way to raise funds in place of 

their annual Green Tie Gala fundraiser.
This year, due to the restrictions of the 

pandemic and for the safety of staff and 
donors, the “gatherings” will be virtual,” said 
Jessi Riesenberg, senior director of develop-
ment and outreach. 

Donors will be able to do everything online 
from purchasing tickets to bidding on auction 
items.

“What your gathering looks like is entire-
ly up to you as there are many packages to 
choose from. A gathering will be much like 
your table at the gala with your choice of who 
you are with or just for two. You even can 
gather with other sponsors and combine your 
packages for more fun,” Riesenberg said.

On the evening of March 6, there will be a 
silent auction and the “change a life” portion 
where there will be a live thermometer show-

ing how much money is being raised. There 
will be videos on Facebook throughout the 
day highlighting how lives are being impact-
ed. Donors can opt out of ordering food, but 
the goal is to replicate the annual Green Tie 
Gala at home.

Catholic Charities has garnered a fantas-
tic committee ex-
cited to help raise 
the funds needed to 
support the wom-
en and children of 
Sanctuary Women’s 
Development Center 
in Oklahoma City 
and Norman. This 
includes Mackenzie 
Barreca, Barbara 
Brou, Deanna Carde-
nas, Joe Cardenas, 
Kaci Cardenas, Robin Coffey, Nicole Dell’Os-
so, Susan Dell’Osso, Norine Fitzsimmons, 
Kristen King, Sue Krenger, Mary Joyce, 
Duane and Robin Mass, Julie Naifeh, Bess-

ma Todd and Sanctuary staff who work with 
clients face-to-face.

The goal is to raise $350,000 for the needs 
of women and children in Oklahoma City 
and Norman who utilize Catholic Charities’ 
Development Centers to take showers, wash 
laundry, pick up groceries, clothing and other 

needs such as utility bill and 
rental deposit assistance.

“Your gift or sponsorship for 
these ‘gatherings’ is a gift to help 
women in need,” Riesenberg 
said. 

“Our main goal is to help 
women and children gain stabil-
ity, housing and personal em-
powerment,” said Jessica Nuno, 
director of the Oklahoma City 
Women’s Sanctuary. “We have 
a 99 percent placement rate for 

women and families. Through our services 
clients not only gain the permanency of a 
home, but the tools they need for continued 
success.”

Contact: Anne O’Shields
(817) 313-3063

greentiegatherings.org

Green Tie 
Gala 

TICKETS


