
The devotion of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus is a traditional family 
devotion that is open to all family 
structures, traditional, single-par-

ent families and multi-generational 
families, to name a few. This devo-
tion has been promoted by many 
saints throughout the history of 
the Church.

The most famous one is Saint 
Margaret Mary Alacoque, a nun 

who received apparitions of Jesus. 
Others are Saint Gertrude the 
Great, Saint Veronica Giuliani and 
Saint Lutgardis of Aywieres. They 
all knew the importance of having 
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Go Make Disciples

“Powerful” Sacred Heart devotion 
draws Oklahoma Catholics 

The Ordination to the Order of Deacon

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

Long and Sandy 
Luong

“Peace and 
joy are fruits 

of doing 
God’s will”

continued 
on page 

5

Twenty-seven deacon candi-
dates from the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City will be 
ordained to the permanent 
diaconate by Archbishop 

Coakley on Nov. 5 at The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help after spend-
ing four years in formation.  

One of the deacon candidates, Long 
Luong, and his wife Sandy Luong spoke 
to the Sooner Catholic about the ordina-
tion and being ordained a deacon.

Name: Long and Sandy Luong
Family: Three grown children and a 

granddaughter. Nhu and her husband 
Nghiep Nguyen, An, and Thien-Nhi. Lu-
ong came to the United States in 1980.

Home Parish: Saint James Catholic 

Church and Saint 
Andrew Dung-Lac 
Catholic Church, Okla-
homa City.

Occupation: Engineer 

Q: How did you know you were 
being called to the diaconate?

Long: God used his messengers to 
inform me of his will. Since the begin-
ning of 2000, to encourage my children 
to learn Vietnamese, I participated in 
teaching Vietnamese at Saint Andrew 
Dung-Lac. Sister Mary invited me to be 
a catechist, preparing high school youth 
for receiving the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion. I enrolled in classes at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center to learn more about the 
Catholic Church and the Sacraments. 

Diaconate ordination 
Nov. 5

Opening 
Synod Mass

continued on page 3

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

Archbishop Coakley and Fr. 
Rick Stansberry celebrated on 
Oct. 24 the opening Mass of 
the upcoming Synod called by 
Pope Francis – “For a Synodal 
Church: Communion, Partici-
pation and Mission.” 

The Mass, held at The Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, marked the beginning 
of the diocesan phase of the 
Synod process that will culmi-
nate in a worldwide meeting 
of bishops. The Synod process 
will examine how the faithful 
journey together as a Church.

Watch the Mass at youtube.
com/c/CathedralofOurLadyof-
PerpetualHelpOKC.

God is calling men you know. Will you help them answer Him?

Seminarian Education Fund 2021  |  Give Online: archokc.org/seminarianfund  |  Give by Phone: 405-709-2745

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a We pray for all people 
suffering from famine, mal-
nutrition and food insecu-
rity. May they find lasting 
relief. We pray to the Lord. 
Lord hear our prayer. 

a Become a seminarian 
pen pal! Our seminarians 
are away from home for 
months at a time during 
their formation. While at 
seminary, they would like 
to hear from people back 
home in Oklahoma! To be-
come a Seminarian Pen Pal, 
go online to archokc.org/
penpal, find their addresses 
and write a note.

a Archbishop Coakley 
encourages everyone to 
study the latest pastoral 
letter, “Go Make Disciples! 
Building a Culture of Con-
version and Discipleship for 
the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City.” Visit archokc.org/
Vision2030.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Since the conclusion of the Second Vatican 
Council in the 1960s, the bishops of the world 
have gathered in “synod” periodically to reflect 
on how the Holy Spirit is prompting and guid-
ing the Church on its pilgrim journey. 

Usually, the synodal gatherings of bishops 
have occurred every three years with represen-
tative groups of bishops from each episcopal 
conference meeting to pray and reflect on pre-
determined pastoral themes over the course of 
several weeks. Subsequently a teaching doc-
ument has been prepared and issued by the 
pope. Some of the many topics addressed have 
been themes such as evangelization, the family, 
justice and priestly formation.

The next synod will be different from previ-
ous ones in various ways. For one, the theme is 
much broader than previous synods. The theme 
for the upcoming process is “For a Synodal 
Church; Communion, Par-
ticipation and Mission.” It is 
a synod on synodality. An-
other clear difference is that 
this synod will be preceded 
by a much broader consul-
tation conducted over the 
course of two years before 
the bishops gather in 2023. 
It will proceed in phases 
involving consultation, syn-
thesis and reporting.

Pope Francis officially 
opened the process leading 
to the XVI Ordinary General 
Assembly of the Synod of 
Bishops on Oct. 13 with a 
Mass at Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Each 
diocesan bishop will subsequently open the 
diocesan phase of the synod at a Mass in each 
cathedral this month. 

The opening of the synod process in our arch-
diocese took place on Oct. 24 at The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. The diocesan 
phase will be conducted between now and April 
2022. It will be followed by a national/continen-
tal phase and then the synod of bishop dele-
gates who will gather in Rome in October 2023.

The word “synod” has a rich theological mean-
ing and history. It comes from a Greek word 
and means “journeying together.” The Church 
on earth is a pilgrim Church, journeying 
through history along the way of discipleship 

and mission with its 
eyes fixed on Jesus 
who is “the way, the 
truth and the life.” 

This synod will invite 
the Church to focus on how we live out this call 
to be a “synodal” Church that promotes deeper 
communion through listening, through broad 
participation and by living our mission to be 
light for the world and salt for the earth. 

In many ways what we are being called to 
undertake is what we already have been living 
and doing here in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City. We already have conducted various con-
sultations in recent years as we developed the 
pastoral letter, “Go Make Disciples: Building a 
Culture of Conversion and Discipleship,” and 
our pastoral plan, Vision 2030. During this 
synodal process, we will build on these initia-

tives as we discern locally 
how the Holy Spirit is mov-
ing us to become an even 
more effective instrument 
of God’s mercy and abiding 
presence through history. 

Between now and the end 
of the year, we will be de-
signing a process to consult 
and gather responses that 
we will be able to submit 
as our local input for the 
broader national and global 
consultation. In the months 
of January and February 
2022, there will be listening 
sessions in each of the six 

deanery regions of the archdiocese. These will 
involve providing some information about the 
process as well as gathering input from partici-
pants.

For those who will be unable to attend or who 
wish to participate in written form, there will 
be a survey link provided. We will gather and 
synthesize our responses and submit them for 
inclusion in the national phase by April 1.  

There will be more information provided in 
the weeks and months ahead. I encourage your 
participation and your prayers throughout 
this process so we will be able to discern more 
clearly and respond more faithfully to the Lord’s 
providential plans for his Church and our 
wounded but redeemed world.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Pope Francis wants to 
hear from us

Loving Father, 
send fourth the power of 
your Holy Spirit upon the 

seminarians of our 
archdiocese who are 
discerning a vocation 

to the priesthood. 
Grant them the graces they 

need at this time in their lives, 
particularly the graces of 
clarity, simplicity of heart, 
and deep trust that will 

enable them to continue to 
respond generously to 

your call. 
Amen. 

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Oct. 24 – Synod Opening Mass, 10 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
Oct. 25-28 – Archdiocesan priests retreat, Spiritual Life Center, Wichita 
Nov. 2 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
Nov. 3 – School Mass, 8:30 a.m., Sacred Heart, El Reno
Nov. 4 – School Mass, 8:30 a.m., St. Charles Borromeo, OKC 
Nov. 5 – School Mass, 8:30 a.m., St. John Nepomuk, Yukon
Nov. 5 – Mass of Ordination of Permanent Deacons, 6 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
Nov. 6 – Confirmation, 5:30 p.m., Epiphany of the Lord, OKC 
Nov. 7 – Confirmation, 5 p.m., St. Eugene, OKC

archokc.org/synod

the Sacred Heart the center of their spir-
itual life.

This devotion has been ongoing for 
decades within the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City. According to Alex Schimpf, 
Ph.D., director of the Office of Marriage 
and Family Life for the archdiocese, the 
late Father George Pupius was a chap-
lain at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center 
in Oklahoma City 
and led the devo-
tion the first Friday 
of each month in 
the Saint Frances 
de Sales chapel. 
After his death in 
2018, he passed 
the obligation to 
Father Tarasisio 
Tumuhereze.

“It is a spiritual devotion, an act of 
faith,” explained Francisco Lozano, facil-
itator for the First Friday Masses at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center. “This devotion 
is very powerful and healing as well.”

He added the devotion is world-wide, 
and many people share how it has been 
helping them, with circumstances, in 
healing of an ailment, and just to help 
them in their day-to-day lives.

“People from around the world have 
some amazing things happening. There 
are a lot of testimonies. We just know 

of some in Oklahoma. It helps us to be 
more united. It fixes so many things in 
our life, our struggles, even marriages,” 
Lozano said.

The devotion of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus is an ongoing loyalty, and is con-
tinual. 

“It is not something you can go to once 
and it’s over,” Lozano said. “It’s like when 
you have a house, you fix something, 
but you have to keep maintaining it. It’s 

like that with the 
devotion. You receive 
a grace, God helps 
you, and you fix it; 
you have to maintain 
it. The more you go 
the more you fall in 
love with it. That is 
the beauty of the 
devotion.”

Having the image 
of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus in house-

holds also helps with the devotion. 
“When we bring the image to our 

house, we don’t just bring the picture, 
we bring the light of Christ. And that is 
what we see in our home. We spend time 
praying with the family and renewing it 
daily,” he explained.

He said after speaking with Father 
Tarasisio, their goal is to continue the 
devotion at the Catholic Pastoral Center 
and promote it to other parishes. 

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.
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U.S. bishops’ pro-life chairman on rescinding 
of “Protect Life Rule”

WASHINGTON – The Biden Administration 
has published a new rule rescinding the “Pro-
tect Life Rule” governing the Title X family 
planning program. That rule had the com-
mendable effect of ensuring compliance with 
federal law by stipulating that Title X projects 
may not share office space or financing with 
abortion facilities and are not required to refer 
for abortion. The rescission becomes effective 
on Nov. 8. 

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas 
City, Kan., chairman of the U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life Activi-
ties issued the following statement:  

“The Catholic bishops have grave concerns 
about government promotion of contraceptives. 
At the same time, we have long supported ef-
forts to ensure that abortion is kept physically 
and financially separate from family planning 
under Title X.

“Title X was intended and authorized to be a 
program entirely separate from abortion and it 
plainly states that ‘the funds authorized under 
this legislation (shall) be used only to sup-

port preventive family planning services, pop-
ulation research, infertility services and other 
related medical, informational and educational 
activities.’ 

“Abortion is not family planning. Abortion 
takes the life of an already-conceived and 
growing child. The violence of abortion wounds 
countless women physically, spiritually and 
emotionally. The administration is wrong to al-
low taxpayer dollars to fund abortion providers 
who participate in a pre-pregnancy program 
specifically designed to exclude abortion.”

Construction of the Blessed Stan-
ley Rother Shrine church continues 
in Oklahoma City with new ma-
sonry and roofing. Here are a few 
updates: 

• The chapel masonry and 
roofing, including the nave 
roofing; 

• Transept masonries; 
• Bell tower framing and 

sheathing;
• Finish welding in progress on 

the dome. 
To view the webcam of the con-

struction site, go online to archokc.
org/shrinewebcam. Help support 
the shrine at archokc.org/ 
shrinesupport. 

Blessed Stanley pray for everyone 
involved in this amazing task!

rothershrine.org

Rother shrine update

continued from page 1

Nov. 5, 7 p.m. 
Catholic Pastoral Center

Confessions 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Learn more about starting a Sacred Heart 

of Jesus Devotion at a parish
Contact Alex Schimpf at (405) 721-8944, 

aschimpf@archokc.org

First Friday Mass in honor of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Saint Francis de Sales Seminary was 
the brainchild of Bishop Eugene 
McGuinness. As part of his vision 

of growth during the post-World War II 
boom, he saw the necessity to construct a 
seminary to ensure future priests for the 
Diocese of Oklahoma City and Tulsa. Bish-
op McGuinness was determined to open a 
minor seminary (high school and the first 
two years of college) to serve the state and 
surrounding dioceses.

As a selling point of the Jubilee Drive 
of 1955, in which the diocese raised $3 
million, the funds were now available to ac-
complish what his predecessor and friend 
Bishop Francis Kelley could not, given the 
failed Saint John Vianney Seminary near 
Tulsa in the early 1930s. The campus on 
Northwest Expressway was completed in 
1959 and dedicated by the Cardinal Archbishop of 
Chicago, Albert Meyer, on May 14 of that year. Be-
fore its completion, seminarians had been trained 
elsewhere or at the temporary facilities at Saint 
Joseph’s Orphanage. Sadly, Bishop McGuinness 
did not live to see its completion, leaving this life on 
Dec. 27, 1957. 

The architecture was mid-century modern and 
the art in the terrazzo floors as well as the chapel 
was created by an Oklahoma priest, Father John 
Walch. Trained at the Art Institute of Chicago, Fa-
ther Walch designed the layout and what it would 
entail. The corpus on the crucifix as well as the 
representations of the Blessed Mother holding a 
stole and the patron of the diocese, Saint Joseph 
are terra cotta and were cast for the sacred space. 
In photos of the dedication, the corpus is not yet 
attached. Further photos explain why as the origi-
nal arrived in several pieces. 

One of the most beautiful and predominant fea-
tures are the stained-glass windows. They depict 
the 12 Apostles and several saints that are part of 
the intellectual tradition of the Church. However, 
it is important to note some of the other saints are 
pertinent to Oklahoma Catholic history, including 
The Little Flower, Saint Therese, for the immense 
contribution of the Carmelites; Saint Martin de 
Porres for the outreach to African Americans; Saint 
Kateri and the American Indian apostolate as well 

as Mother Francis Cabrini and her in-
volvement with Italian immigrants.

The question as to the orientation 
(toward the altar) of the windows has 

spawned numerous explanations. The most popu-
lar explanation is that the light from the windows 
gives the feeling that one is surrounded by the 
communion of saints. The truth is slightly less 
pious. Father Walch recalled that he wanted nat-
ural light so the windows would be clear. Bishop 
McGuinness had a different notion and insisted 
upon stained glass. Fortunately, Father Walch was 
obedient. 

Besides Oklahoma students, seminarians came 
from dioceses such as Dodge City, Wichita and 
Amarillo. At its apex in 1963, approximately 150 
students attended. Instructors were diocesan 
priests and members of the Vincentian order. By 
1966, the high school section was closed, and the 
college ceased to function in 1967 as only 14 had 
applied for the 1967-1968 academic year. The 
facility was then a space that could be utilized by 
groups, Catholic and non-Catholic, for meetings 
and retreats under the title of the Center for Chris-
tian Renewal.

Archbishop Charles Salatka moved the archdioc-
esan offices from a building on Classen Boulevard 
to the old seminary and renamed it the Archdioce-
san Pastoral Center (later Catholic Pastoral Center) 
in 1984. To accomplish this task, a major renova-
tion occurred, and classrooms were split into offic-
es and consequently in odd dimensions. 

Five years ago, under Archbishop Coakley, a 
significant facelift and rethinking of the space took 
place. The result was a more efficient and attractive 
facility that will serve the archdiocese for decades 
to come.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

St. Francis de Sales Chapel

Archbishop Coakley issues a Call To Prayer 
for an end to abortion, death 

penalty in Oklahoma 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Archbishop 

Coakley issued a Call To Prayer for 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City on 
Wednesday for a renewed respect for 
all life, and an end to abortion and the 
death penalty in Oklahoma. 

The Call To Prayer comes during 
Respect Life Month, the Month of the 
Rosary and with the first of seven 
Oklahoma executions over the next five 
months scheduled to be carried out 
Oct. 28.

“We must pray for a renewed focus 
on the precious gift of life – all life from 
conception until natural death. We 
need urgent prayers for our leaders 
that they have wisdom and courage to 
create laws and policies that respect 
the dignity of all human life. 

“I ask that we offer special prayers 
now through the beginning of Advent 

for greater respect for life, and to pray 
on the day of the execution for victims 
of these horrendous crimes and their 
families, and for the souls of the con-
demned. As Saint John Paul II said in 
his encyclical, ‘The Gospel of Life,’ may 
God grant that all who believe in Jesus 
proclaim the Gospel of life with honesty 
and love to the people of our time.”

A few ways to participate in the Call 
To Prayer are:

 - Pray the Rosary;
 - Spend time in adoration;
 - Add a prayer each day for an 

end to abortion;
 - Add a prayer each day for an 

end to the death penalty;
 -  Add a prayer each day for the 

respect of all life;
 - Pray this prayer for life by Saint 

John Paul II.

O Mary, bright dawn of the new world,
Mother of the living,

to you do we entrust the cause of life.
Look down, O Mother,
upon the vast numbers

of babies not allowed to be born,
of the poor whose lives are made diffi-

cult,
of men and women

who are victims of brutal violence,
of the elderly and the sick killed

by indifference or out of misguided 
mercy.

Grant that all who believe in your Son
may proclaim the Gospel of life

with honesty and love
to the people of our time.
Obtain for them the grace

to accept that Gospel
as a gift ever new,

the joy of celebrating it with gratitude
throughout their lives

and the courage to bear witness to it
resolutely, in order to build,

together with all people of good will,
the civilization of truth and love,
to the praise and glory of God,
the Creator and lover of life.

– Saint John Paul II
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McLoud church welcomes parishioners 
back to Mass

Spending time adoring the Lord in the Bless-
ed Sacrament led me to a personal relation-
ship with Christ whom I once asked, “Lord 
Jesus, help me to love you.” Sometime later, 
a deacon in my class at the pastoral center 
suggested to me to consider the diaconate. 
Later, Archbishop Coakley came to our parish 
for confirmation. While waiting for Archbish-
op Coakley to meet with the Confirmation 
candidates before Mass, a deacon walked over 
and said, “You need to consider becoming a 
deacon for our parish.” Father Gregory also 
approached me, saying “Long, you need to 
apply for the diaconate.” I prayed for discern-
ment, and with Sandy’s approval, I stepped 
forward. If peace and joy are fruits of doing 
God’s will, I am certain that Sandy and I have 
experienced it.

Q: What has been the most rewarding as-
pect of being a deacon candidate? 

Long: Discerning the call and being formed 
as the servant heart of Jesus in the company 
of caring and sincere heart couples has con-
tinued showing that the Church that Jesus 
found is universal, and we are the body of 
Christ.

Sandy: This event is very important to me 
because my husband is going to receive the 
sacrament of Holy Orders, being called as a 
servant of God with faith, leadership and obe-
dience. This has impacted my family because 
we have witnessed the sacrament that God 
has bestowed on my husband, helping us to 
always live with God’s holiness and grace, 
with my husband as an example. 

Q: What special ministry will you under-
take? 

Long: Where I came from, family is the ba-
sic cell of society, therefore, I will be involved 
in ministries such as faith formation for 
youth, adults and eldercare.

Q: What is your favorite Scripture passage?
Long: I love the Gospel of John. A couple 

of my favorite Scripture passages are: “For 
God so loved the world that he gave his only 
son so that whoever believes in him will not 
perish but have eternal life” (Jn 3:16), and 
“I came that they might have life and have it 
abundantly” (Jn 10, 10).

 
Q: What do you look forward to most in 

your ministry as a deacon?
Long: With eyes gazing on Jesus, I will 

serve God as his will is made known to me 
through the archbishop and his priests, and 
the director of the permanent 
diaconate.

Sandy: I pray that the 
Holy Spirit will guide 
every candidate on the 
path of service, holiness 
and love in becoming a 
deacon of the Catholic 
Church.

Eliana Tedrow is a free-
lance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

continued from page 1

McLOUD – About 30 miles east of Okla-
homa City in a town of about 5,000 people 
is Saint Vincent de Paul Catholic Church. 
This mission church, established in 1904, 
has been a spiritual home to generations of 
families. 

The church is typical of churches from the 
Oklahoma plains found in largely ranching 
and farming communities.   

According to parishioner Lisa Lempges, 
before the COVID-19 pandemic began, the 
church community held Saturday night 
potlucks, Sunday morning donuts and a 
bi-annual outdoor Mass and a picnic at the 
nearby lake.  

“It helped set our church apart and make 
you glad you attended. You felt part of our 
community and our home,” she said. 

Jane Becker, choir director, said, “We are 
trying to follow the archbishop’s goal to “put 
out into the deep” and rebuild. We want to 
get people back to church and get Saint Vin-
cent de Paul back to the days of pre-COVID. 
Our goal is for everyone to feel glad they 
came to Saint Vincent de Paul and to know 
that our small humble church feels glad that 
they came.” 

The church, which is a mission of Saint 
Teresa of Avila in Harrah, recently hosted a 
“Welcome Home” event in conjunction with 
the feast day celebration of Saint Vincent de 
Paul.

An old-fashioned ice cream social, com-
plete with homemade ice 
cream, was held on the 
lawn as a throwback to 
the olden days when it 
was a common end to 
summer. 

Patty Greenlee, event 
organizer, said, “After 
hosting more funerals 
than I care to count in 
recent months, it was 
great to come together to 
celebrate our patron saint 
and enjoy one another’s 
company on a beautiful 
Saturday evening.”

Parishioners are look-
ing forward to welcoming 
people back, and inviting 
anyone looking for a par-
ish to join them. 

Saint Vincent de Paul 
Catholic Church is locat-
ed at 123 S. 9 Street in 
McLoud. Mass is celebrat-
ed Saturdays at 4 p.m. 

Charles Albert is a free-
lance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Members of the St. Vincent de Paul Society enjoy the 
2020 St. Vincent de Paul Feast Day celebration. Photos 
provided. 

Members of the St. Vincent de Paul Society enjoy the 2015 St.  
Vincent de Paul Feast Day celebration. St. Vincent de Paul Society Christmas Bazaar.
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Parishioners from Holy Family Catholic Church in Lawton held Our Lady of the Rosary celebrations on Oct.7. 
They prayed the Rosary in English, Spanish, Korean, German and Italian. Photos provided.

The Knights of 
Columbus Council 
#1018 Fourth Degree 
Knights at St. 
Benedict Catholic 
Church in Shawnee 
hosted the annual 
spaghetti dinner on 
Oct. 16 in the 
Benedict Center. 
Cooks from left to 
right: Jim Ruth, 
Tony Grazzo, Ken 
Perry, Ken Perry, Jr. 
and Paul 
Franetovich. 
Photo 
provided.

The Senior Class Retreat for Mount St. Mary Catholic High School was held at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Youth Camp on Oct. 13. Rocket seniors heard from 
their favorite teachers and shared affirmations with each other, played games, attended Mass, took class pictures and made s’mores around a campfire. Photos 
provided.

The Spirit Team from Mount St. Mary Catholic High School spent time Oct. 11 en-
couraging and thanking health care workers during shift change at Integris Southwest 
Medical Center in Oklahoma City. Students made a spirit line and handed out encour-
aging cards they made for the medical staff. Photo provided.

Parishioners from Bl. Sacrament Catholic Church and Holy Family 
Catholic Church in Lawton gathered on Oct. 13 to pray the Rosary 
and celebrate the 104th anniversary of Our Lady of Fatima in the 
courtyard at Bl. Sacrament. Dcn. Bob Quinnett led the prayers. 
Also in attendance was Fr. Rayanna (Roy) Narisetti from St. Ann 
Catholic Church in Elgin. Photos Jolene Schonchin/Sooner Catholic. 
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ARDMORE – Following Archbishop Coakley’s 
Episcopal motto, “Put out into the deep,” more 
than 500 people from as far away as Colorado 
and Tennessee came to Saint Mary Catholic 
Church in Ardmore in September to participate 
in a weekend with staff from the Honduran 
Consulate General in Dallas.

The consulate sponsored the weekend in 
which Honduran documents and Honduran 
passports were processed by 14 staff members. 
Saint Mary’s pastor Father Kevin Ratterman 
and parishioners gladly provided the location. 

Staff members and participants described 
Father Ratterman and Deacon Juan Jimenez as 
“special angels” for their welcome and willing-
ness to host the event.

Consul Joachim Ritter said about Father 
Ratterman and Deacon Jimenez, “I wish I had 
this kind of cooperation at every location when 
we offer a program like this. They are special 
people. We had choice of Colorado, Oklahoma, 
Kansas, but happily chose Ardmore, Oklahoma. 
I have been in my position for two years and I 
wish I could have a Father Ratterman and Dea-
con Juan every place we go.”

The event provided a central location for 
families to meet with officials about the legal 
process.  

“We processed many appreciative people. 
Most of them got the word to come to Ardmore 
from social media for the program, which is a 
free service of the Honduran Consulate.” 

Ritter explained, “These are all very 
hard-working people who are going through the 
legal process. They pay their federal, state, so-
cial security and Medicare taxes, but can’t vote 

or collect any benefits of a U.S. citizen. By 
getting these documents from the consul-
ate, it helps them continue the process 
with banks, identification and travel.” 

Deacon Jimenez said three years ago, 
Saint Mary hosted a similar program for 
the Mexican Consulate. 

“Both programs have been very success-
ful, and we want to serve as an outreach 
for all people,” he said. “We have no idea 
what kind of long-term effect this will have 
when we open our doors. We are fortunate 
we have such a great facility.” 

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Ardmore parish partners with consulate to 
assist Honduran families

God is calling men you know. 
Will you help them answer Him?

Seminarian Education Fund 2021

Please visit:  
archokc.org/seminarianfund

Please call: 
405-709-2745

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Parishioners from St. Mary Catholic Church 
in Ardmore hosted staff from the Honduran 
Consulate General in Dallas. Photos provided.

“TALKS” are free and open to the public; are centered on 
particular and relevant topics about how to live an authentic 
Catholic faith in the modern world; begin at 6:30 p.m. in the 

parish hall and are approximately 45 minutes; are proceeded 
by a brief social and followed with time for questions. 

Free childcare provided.

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC CHURCH
1901 N.W. 18, Oklahoma City, 73106

(405) 528-0485

THURSDAY, NOV. 11, 2021
THE TRADITION OF CATHOLIC CHURCH ARCHITECTURE
Presenter: Art Lohsen, the architect of the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine, OKC

TUESDAY, DEC. 14, 2021
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE, QUEEN OF THE AMERICAS
Presenter: Luis Soto, associate director of the Secretariat for Evangelization and 
Catechesis of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

THURSDAY, JAN. 20, 2022
WHY DOES THE CATHOLIC CHURCH CARE ABOUT POLITICS?
Presenter: Brett Farley, executive director of the Catholic Conference of Oklahoma

TUESDAY, FEB. 15, 2022
AN EVENING WITH FLANNERY O’CONNOR
Presenter: Fr. James Goins, pastor of St. Thomas More Catholic Church, Norman

FRIDAY, MARCH 11, 2022
“FORGIVE ME FATHER, FOR I HAVE SINNED”
Presenter: Fr. William L. Novak, V.G., pastor of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church

THURSDAY, MAY 5, 2022
PARTICIPATO ACTUOSA: LITURGICAL PARTICIPATION AT THE 
MASS AND BEYOND
Presenter: Rev. Zak Boazman, associate director of the Secretariat for Divine Worship 
of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and parochial vicar of St. Mary Catholic Church, 
Ponca City

ST. FRANCIS “TALKS”
AN ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

LECTURE SERIES
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Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org

Archbishop Coakley celebrated the Red Mass for legal profes-
sionals on Oct. 7 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
in Oklahoma City. The guest speaker was Gerard Wegemer, 
Ph.D. Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

Fr. William L. Novak, V.G., celebrated Mass in the newly renovated St. Francis of Assisi Catholic 
Church on Oct. 4 in Oklahoma City. A reception followed. Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.
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In honor of the feast day of Saint Francis of 
Assisi, parishes from around the archdio-

cese held pet blessings in early October. The 
parishes pictured are: Bl. Sacrament Cath-
olic Church in Lawton; Holy Trinity Cath-
olic Church in Okarche; St. Mary Catholic 
Church in Ponca City; St. Eugene Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma City; St. Mary Catho-
lic Church in Clinton and St. Ann Catholic 
Church in Cordell. Photos Jolene Schonchin/
Sooner Catholic and provided.
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Anniversary Mass

Archbishop Coakley celebrated milestone wedding anniversaries (25, 40, 50+) during the annual Anniversary Mass Oct. 10 at The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.



WASHINGTON — The Oct. 10 
vandalization of Denver’s cathedral 
basilica that resulted in satanic 
and other “hateful graffiti” being 
scrawled on its doors and at least 
one statue brought to 100 the 
number of incidents of arson, van-
dalism and other destruction that 
have taken place at Catholic sites 
across the United States since May 
2020.

That month the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops’ Committee for 
Religious Liberty began tracking 
such incidents, according to an 
Oct. 14 USCCB news release.

“These incidents of vandalism 
have ranged from the tragic to the 
obscene, from the transparent to 
the inexplicable,” the chairmen of 
the USCCB’s religious liberty and 
domestic policy committees said in 
a joint statement included in the 
release.

“There remains much we do not 
know about this phenomenon, but 
at a minimum, they underscore 
that our society is in sore need of 
God’s grace,” they said, calling on 
the nation’s elected officials “to 
step forward and condemn these 
attacks.”

“In all cases, we must reach out 
to the perpetrators with prayer and 
forgiveness,” said Cardinal Timo-
thy Dolan of New York, chairman 

of the Committee for Religious Lib-
erty, and Archbishop Paul Coakley 
of Oklahoma City, chairman of the 
Committee on Domestic Justice 
and Human Development.

“We thank our law enforcement 
for investigating these incidents 
and taking appropriate steps to 
prevent further harm,” Cardinal 
Dolan and Archbishop 
Coakley said. “We appeal 
to community members 
for help as well. These are 
not mere property crimes 
— this is the degradation 
of visible representations 
of our Catholic faith. These 
are acts of hate.”

In a July 2020 joint 
statement, Archbishop 
Coakley and Archbishop 
Thomas Wenski of Miami, 
then acting chairman of 
the religious liberty com-
mittee decried the growing 
number of incidents of 
church vandalism.

“Whether those who 
committed these acts were 
troubled individuals crying out for 
help or agents of hate seeking to 
intimidate, the attacks are signs of 
a society in need of healing,” the 
two archbishops said.

These incidents have ranged from 
a man crashing his van through 
the doors of a Catholic church in 
the Diocese of Orlando, Fla., and 
setting the interior ablaze, to a 

Saint Junípero Serra statue outside 
Mission San Rafael in San Rafael, 
Calif., in the Archdiocese of San 
Francisco, being desecrated with 
red paint and toppled, leaving just 
the saint’s feet in place.

In response to such attacks, the 
Committee for Religious Liberty 
launched the “Beauty Heals” proj-

ect featuring videos from various 
dioceses discussing the signifi-
cance of sacred art.

At least 10 videos are available 
on YouTube; a link to the play list 
of all the videos can be found at 
https://bit.ly/3peNq3o.

In a June 1, 2021, letter to the 
respective chairs and ranking 
members of the Appropriation 

Committee in the House and Sen-
ate, the USCCB’s Committee for 
Religious Liberty joined with several 
other faith groups calling for more 
funding for appropriations for the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s Nonprofit Security Grant 
Program in fiscal year 2022.

The text of the letter can be 
found at https://bit.ly/3n-
6Rz6t.

“As organizations represent-
ing Jewish, Muslim, Sikh, 
Catholic, Episcopal, Evan-
gelical, Lutheran, Protestant, 
Seventh-day Adventist and 
other Christian and communi-
ties of faith across the United 
States, we believe that all peo-
ple ought to be free from fear 
when gathering for religious 
worship and service,” they 
wrote, urging more funds for 
the FEMA grant program.

The grants provide funds for 
“target hardening and other 
physical security enhance-
ments and activities” for, 
as the letter stated, “at-risk 

nonprofits from urban settings to 
suburban neighborhoods and ru-
ral communities, including hous-
es of worship, religious schools, 
community centers and other 
charities.”

In a 20-year period starting in 
mid-1999, there were shootings at 
an estimated 19 houses of worship 
resulting in fatalities.
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Visit gospeloflifedisciples.org

Bishops call attacks on U.S. Catholic sites ‘acts 
of hate’ that must stop

Catholic News Service 

The Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Concep-
tion in Denver is seen Oct. 10 after it was vandal-
ized. CNS photo/courtesy Archdiocese of Denver.
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The mysteries of discipleship
Real Life Disciples

Jim Beckman
Executive Director 

of the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis

This past month, I shared about an apostolic 
letter from Saint John Paul II, “On the Most 
Holy Rosary.” This is Pt. 2 to that article, focus-
ing on the mysteries of the Rosary. 

It’s an appropriate theme during this “Month 
of the Rosary,” and a beautiful way to begin 
getting ourselves ready for the coming season 
of Advent.

As I was reading this powerful little book, this 
is the line that gave me pause, “The Rosary, 
though clearly Marian in character, is at heart 
a Christocentric prayer. … It has all the depth 
of the Gospel message in its entirety, of which 
it can be said to be a compendium.” 

I prayed and studied that sentence for a 
number of days, which led me to the discovery 
of a number of other letters written about the 
Rosary throughout the history of the Church. 
I started to realize a certain connection of the 
“mystery of the Gospel” intertwined with the 
mysteries of the Rosary. 

Over the years, I have heard the core mes-
sage of the Gospel, what we call the “kerygma,” 
unpacked more times than I could ever count. I 
would sum up the kerygma in five key points.

1) God has created us out of his incredible 
love, with a divine purpose;

2) Sin has separated us from God, damaged 
our relationship with him and dealt a deadly 
blow to us – there is no way we can recover on 
our own;

3) God sees us in our poverty and helpless-
ness and sends himself in the form of a son to 
save us, take on the punishment for our sin, 
and reconcile us with him;

4) We have to accept and receive what Jesus 
has done for us, it’s an extraordinary gift that 
must be opened;

5) Jesus institutes the Church to give us 
grace through the Sacramental life, grace 
needed to restore us. The Church also provides 
a community of believers to pray with us, walk 
with us, help us along the way and even chal-
lenge us to grow in holiness beyond what we 
can pursue just on our own.

What I have come to realize is that these five 
key points come alive in the mysteries of the 
Rosary, all four sets of the mysteries! I recently 
led the pre-ordination retreat for the deacon 
candidates and their wives. (We’re praying for 
all of you getting ordained Nov. 5!) I was so 
excited about this new discovery that I changed 
the entire format of the retreat and did it on 
the Rosary. I never could squeeze all that con-
tent into a short article like this, but will try to 
give a few examples of how this Gospel “DNA 
stamp” shows up in the mysteries.

Consider the Joyful Mysteries: The Annunci-
ation is God announcing his love and favor of 
Mary, and the unique plan he has for her life 
(created out of God’s love, for a divine purpose); 
in the Visitation we see the connection to our 
human condition, Mary is looking for a sign of 
confirmation, Elizabeth, who was “thought to 
be barren, in now in her sixth month,” (our hu-
man condition has separated us from God and 
damaged our relationship with him. 

This is not a direct representation given the 
fact that Mary is without sin, but we can still 
see the raw humanity in the encounter between 
them); The Nativity is literally God sending 
himself in the form of a son; the Presentation 
is Joseph and Mary presenting Jesus in the 
temple, giving thanks and dedicating him to 
the service of God, accepting and receiving this 
great gift they have received (accept and receive 
what Jesus has done for us).

And the finding in the temple is Jesus in 
the “Church,” doing what the Father would 
have wanted him to be doing (God gives us the 
Church to access grace and walk with others 
who believe).

You can find the same pattern in the Lumi-
nous Mysteries: the Baptism in the Jordan is 
God announcing his great love and favor of 
Jesus, and the unique plan he has for his life 
(created out of God’s love, for a divine pur-
pose); in the Wedding Feast at Cana we see 
the human poverty of this couple, having no 
more wine, in risk of huge embarrassment (our 

human 
condition 
has sep-
arated us 
from God 
and dam-
aged our 
relation-
ship with 
him); the 
proclamation of the kingdom of God is literally 
the Kerygma.

The Transfiguration is Jesus for a moment 
allowing his divinity to show, and his disci-
ples accepting and receiving the gift unfolding 
before them, “Lord, it is good for us to be here” 
(accept and receive what Jesus has done for 
us); and the institution of the Eucharist is the 
definitive image of the Church (God gives us 
the Church to access grace).

This beautiful pattern of the Gospel is pres-
ent in all four sets of mysteries. Over the 
past several months, this new discovery has 
completely changed the way I am praying the 
Rosary. I think this is a glimpse of what Saint 
John Paul II was talking about when he said 
the Rosary can be said to be a “compendium of 
the Gospel.” 

The great mystery of the Gospel, this “good 
news,” comes alive when we pray “with” Mary. 
She helps us contemplate these mysteries and 
supplements them with her own memories as 
we pray!

I invite you and encourage you to discover 
more of all this for yourself. Mary is the mod-
el disciple. She can help us on this journey of 
discipleship better than anyone. What a great 
time of year to explore a deeper relationship 
with her.

We soon will be entering Advent where she 
will be carrying Jesus and each day getting 
closer and closer to celebrating his birth. Let 
Mary walk with you and join you in your prayer 
as you go along the way!

Donations gladly accepted to benefit 
the Gosple of Life Dwellings 

Honoring those God has called 
Home during the past year

Join us Saturday
October 30 · 5-9 p.m.

5:00 p.m. Tree of Life Ceremony
ST. JOHN PAUL II DWELLING

6:00 p.m. Dinner
7:00 p.m. Polka Dancing

BLESSED STANLEY ROTHER BARN

Tree of Life
Celebration

Sr. Mary Aidan Zurline

Sr. Mary Aidan 
Zurline

Sister Mary Aidan Zurline died 
Oct. 10 in Oklahoma City. She was 
88.

Sister Mary was born to Joseph 
Zurline and Kathleen McGinley 
Zurline in Oklahoma City on April 
13, 1933. She was raised with 
her siblings on the family farm in 
southwest Oklahoma City and be-
gan helping with the farm chores 
at an early age. 

She attended elementary school 
and high school at Mount Saint 
Mary’s Academy in Oklahoma City, 
graduating in 1951. She received 
a bachelor’s degree in elementary 
education at Webster College in 
Saint Louis, Mo., and a master’s 
degree in elementary education at 
the University of Oklahoma.

She joined the Sisters of Mercy 
community on Sept. 11, 1953, at 
Webster Groves, Mo., and made 
her profession of religious vows on 
Aug. 16, 1961, at Saint Louis, Mo. 

In 1959, she began her teaching 
career at Immaculate Concep-

tion School 
in Oklahoma 
City. She also 
taught at Saint 
Joseph Cath-
olic School, 
John Car-
roll Catholic 
School, Sacred 
Heart Catholic 
School, Ro-
sary Catholic 
School, Christ 
the King Catholic School and in 
Putnam City Public Schools.

Sister Mary enjoyed retirement 
at the Mercy Health Center Con-
vent where she continued her 
faithful ministry of prayer. 

Mass of Christian Burial was 
Oct. 14 at Saint James Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma City with 
burial at Immaculate Conception 
Cemetery. Celebrants were Abbot 
Lawrence Stasyszen and Father 
Bill Pruett with Deacon Marti Gu-
likers.
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Jobs Box
Safe Environment coordinator - 
OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a Safe Environ-
ment coordinator to administer 
the archdiocesan Safe Environ-
ment program. The coordinator 
will monitor and maintain the Safe 
Environment training portal, and 
plan and implement Safe Envi-
ronment training for archdiocesan 
staff and volunteers. Requires reg-
ular communication with Safe En-
vironment facilitators. Will support 
training and compliance efforts at 
the local level and conduct parish 
onsite visits and audits. Will work 
with the Catholic schools and 
youth office to evaluate children’s 
Safe Environment curriculum and 
teen volunteer program. Requires 
collaboration with the victim 
assistance coordinator and crisis 
assistance as needed. Bachelor’s 
degree and practicing Catholic in 
good standing a must. Knowledge 
and/or experience in child abuse 
and child abuse prevention pre-
ferred. Must possess a valid driv-
er’s license and be willing to travel 
the archdiocese. Send resume and 
cover letter to mmills@archokc.org.

Human resources director - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking a director of hu-
man resources. The director will 
be responsible for advancing the 
mission of the archdiocese by 
providing day-to-day support to 
chancery staff as well as HR per-
sonnel across the archdiocese, 
including employee relations, 
performance management, policy 
review, training and development, 
and other human resources needs. 
The director supervises support 
staff in benefits, payroll and facility 
management. Bachelor’s degree in 
human resources management or 
related field or equivalent combina-
tion of education and experience, at 
least eight years of human resourc-
es experience that includes three 
years of management experience, 
and be a Catholic in good standing 
a must. Must be knowledgeable in 
pertinent federal, state and local 
employment laws, possess excellent 
verbal and written communication 
skills, strong interpersonal skills, 
and excellent skills in Microsoft 
Office. Human resources national 
certification desirable. Send re-
sume and cover letter to Chancellor 
Michael Scaperlanda at   
mscaperlanda@archokc.org. 

Director of development - OKC
The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 

seeking a director of development 
for all aspects of fundraising and 
donor relations. The director will 
organize and manage all fundrais-
ing programs and services for the 
shrine, including direct mail, gift 
cultivation and solicitation, annual 
appeals, donor events, database 
management, planned giving, 
endowment funding and grant 
writing. Collaborate with pastors, 
parish leaders, chancery staff and 
potential donors to identify and 

cultivate gift prospects for spe-
cial projects and programs of the 
shrine as well as create annual 
calendar of development initia-
tives. Bachelor’s degree (master’s 
or MBA preferred) in business/
management or another relevant 
field or possess general manage-
ment experience in a comparable 
position a must; a minimum five 
years of development experience; 
and be a practicing Catholic in 
good standing. Send resume and 
cover letter to mmills@archokc.org.

Pilgrimage director - OKC
The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 

seeking a pilgrimage director to co-
ordinate pilgrimages and religious 
events at the shrine. The pilgrim-
age director will manage and orga-
nize shrine pilgrimages, including 
scheduling Masses, tours and 
special events, and train staff and 
volunteers. Coordinate outreach 
and promotion of shrine pilgrimag-
es in dioceses, churches, schools, 
conferences and events. Have a de-
sire to promote the Church’s work 
of evangelization and promote 
knowledge of and devotion to Bl. 
Stanley Rother. Send resume and 
cover letter to mmills@archokc.org.

Archdiocesan Catholic school 
coordinators - OKC 

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City has two education coordinator 
position openings, formerly asso-
ciate superintendent roles. The 
coordinator for formation and ac-
ademic renewal serves to advance 
the mission of the archdiocese and 
Catholic schools by developing, 
executing and supervising a plan 
for the continuous renewal of the 
intellectual formation of teachers 
and students. The coordinator for 
operations provides staff support 
to the director of Catholic educa-
tion and in particular support to 
principals for the operational tasks 
of 19 Catholic schools. Catholics in 
good standing, with a strong desire 
to assist the Church in faithfully 
and responsibly communicating 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the 
mission, ministry and needs of the 
Catholic Church a must. Three to 
five years’ experience in teaching a 
must. Catholic school administra-
tive experience preferred at either 
the building level and/or central 
office. Send resume to mmills@
archokc.org.

Summer camp coordinator - 
OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City has an opening for the coor-
dinator of youth evangelization 
and summer camp. The coordina-
tor is a missionary disciple with 
a passion to evangelize young 
people. They will coordinate Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Youth 
Camp. Responsible for logistics, 
staffing and programing at camp, 
designing strategic activities for 
the initial evangelization and on-
going discipleship of young people, 
and assist in mentoring of parish 
leaders. Catholic in good standing, 

thorough understanding of evan-
gelization and discipleship, expe-
rience leading youth programing 
and bachelor’s degree a must. Bi-
lingual in Spanish preferred. Send 
resume to mmills@archokc.org.

Tax Credit Scholarship program 
director – OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a director for the 
Tax Credit Scholarship program 
to plan, manage and implement 
cultivation, solicitation and stew-
ardship activities. Candidate 
should enjoy a diverse range of 
responsibilities, a fast-paced office 
and have a flexible demeanor. 
Candidate should be calm under 
pressure, have excellent written 
and oral communication skills and 
be comfortable calling and meeting 
with people and asking for gifts to 
support Catholic ministries. Send 
resume to mmills@archokc.org.     

Life enrichment director - OKC
St. Ann Retirement Center is 

seeking someone with relevant ex-
perience and a passion for enrich-
ing the lives of independent living 
residents. The position requires 
working some weekends and eve-
nings or holidays. Great communi-
cation, organizational and interper-
sonal skills required. A CDL license 
preferred. Send resume to joyce@
saintannretirementcenter.com.

Director of communications – 
OKC

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a director of communications to 
direct and oversee all marketing, 
communications and public rela-
tions. Bachelor’s degree in public 
relations, communication, busi-
ness or related field; three years 
of marketing and communications 
experience; proficient with Adobe 
Creative Suite and the use of AP 
style; bilingual in Spanish and 
English preferred; combination 
of education and experience may 
be considered. Send cover letter 
and resume to Jessi Riesenberg at 
jriesenberg@ccaokc.org.

Assistant youth coordinator - 
OKC

Christ the King Catholic Church 
is seeking a part-time assistant 
youth coordinator to assist the 
director of youth ministry. Job re-
quires work with children ages 12-
18. Deep commitment to the life of 
a missionary disciple and a joyful 
willingness to take an active part 
in parish life. Some evenings and 
weekends required. Experience 
in evangelization and catechetical 
leadership preferred. Candidates 
must be practicing Catholics in 
good standing. Send resume to An-
tonio Guzman, antonio@ckokc.org.

Music director – Edmond
St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Church, Edmond, is seeking an 
organist and director of music. The 
candidate should possess a bach-
elor’s degree or higher in music, in 

either organ performance or choral 
conducting, plus five years of 
experience. A proficiency in organ, 
choral conducting, and liturgy is 
required. The candidate is respon-
sible for planning and executing 
all liturgical music for weekend 
and festival liturgies, as well as 
recruitment and management of 
all volunteer and professional mu-
sicians. Competitive salary for the 
region; commensurate with expe-
rience. A comprehensive benefits 
package with health/dental in-
surance, retirement plan and paid 
vacation and sick leave is avail-
able. Send cover letter with re-
sume, three references, and links/
recordings of past performances to 
adennis@stjohn-catholic.org.

After school care - Edmond
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Cath-

olic School is seeking part-time 
employees for the After School Care 
program. Hours are 3 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
Monday-Friday during the school 
year. Contact Kailee Zehrung, After 
School director, at (405) 348-5364, 
kzehrung@seasok.org.

Receptionist - OKC
St. Joseph Old Cathedral in 

Oklahoma City is seeking a front 
desk receptionist to manage the 
front desk. This position will greet 
visitors, provide positive first im-
pressions, manage lobby, answer 
telephone calls, check voicemails, 
respond to e-mails, assist with bul-
letin and perform various clerical 
duties. Bilingual preferred. Send 
resume to vbaquera@sjocokc.org.

Substitute teachers – OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking long-term substi-
tute teachers for theology classes. 
Candidates must be a practicing 
Catholic; a background in youth 
ministry is preferred. Send resume 
and inquiries to bbasler@ 
mountstmary.org.

Volunteer pharmacist – OKC
St. Charles Borromeo Catho-

lic Church in Oklahoma City is 
seeking a volunteer pharmacist 
for a couple of hours each month 
at its free clinic, 4915 N. State 
Street, that serves adults who lack 
health insurance. Duties include 
tech training and maintenance 
of relevant paperwork; inventory 
management and ordering; check-
ing expiration dates; attending 
the annual BoP inspection and 
renewing the license each year. 
Contact Margaret Phipps at (405) 
384-3809.

Teachers - Enid
St. Joseph Catholic School in 

Enid is accepting applications for 
full-time 1st grade teaching po-
sition for the 2021-2022 school 
year. Oklahoma state certification 
required. Contact Wade Laffey at 
wlaffey@stjosephschoolenid.com, 
(580) 242-4449.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

This book is very colorful due to 
the illustrations by Nick Thornbor-
row who did the illustrations for 
“Dragon Age: Inquisition,” which is 
part of the Dragon Age series.

Carey Wallace wrote the stories 
of the 69 saints and one blessed in 
this book. The book begins chrono-
logically with Saint Polycarp and 
ends with Saint Teresa of Calcutta. 
A map of the Roman Empire and 
the ancient world around the Medi-
terranean Sea follows Saint Teresa’s 
story, which is followed by a short 
bibliography. 

There are errors in the stories of 
the saints. The biography of Fra 
Angelico says he was canonized by 
Saint John Paul II. He did not can-
onize him, but beatified him in 1982 
and he has not been canonized yet. 
Some facts might have been left out 
of some biographies to make the 
saint’s story more interesting and 
appealing to young readers. Also, 
brevity might have been involved 

too. Most of the biographies are two 
to three 
pages 
long 
with one 
or two 
illustra-
tions in-
volved. 
A few are a page or so longer. 
Wallace did succeed in writ-
ing adventurous stories of the 
saints that keep the reader’s 
attention.

The artwork by Nick 
Thornborrow is very appealing 
to the eye and the imagina-
tion. He combined iconogra-
phy and modern graphic art 
to create these intriguing illustra-
tions. The front cover of the book 
has an image of Saint Francis of 
Assisi and on the back side is an 
image of Saint Joan of Arc.

Some of the saints included in 
this book are Saint Lawrence, Saint 
Anthony the Great, Saint Pacho-
mius, Saint Basil the Great, Saint 
Augustine, Saint Benedict, Saint 
Gregory the Great, Saint Hildegard, 

Saint Clare, Saint Teresa of Avila, 
Saint Martin de Porres, Saint Jose-
phine Bakhita, and Saint Therese.

There are 
saints from 
various times, 
places and ways 
of life. Several 
are founders of 
religious orders 
or members of 
religious orders. 
The book is meant 
for children ages 
eight and older. 
People of all ages 
will get something 
out of this book. 

It might cause them to look for a 
longer biography of the saint. 

The illustrations, again, are in-
triguing and worth pondering. This 
book is recommended for people 
of all ages in spite of some factual 
errors.

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., Saint 
Gregory’s Abbey, Shawnee, is a free-
lance writer for Sooner Catholic.
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Making Sense of Bioethics

Decisions of consequence

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Book review: “Stories of the Saints: bold and 
inspiring tales of adventure, grace, and courage”

I recently watched a compelling 
video prepared by a group called 
“Heartbeat International.” They 
provide women, who regret having 
taken an abortion pill, the chance 
to reverse their decision through 
a treatment involving progester-
one. The protocol, though not yet 
officially “peer-reviewed,” appears 
to work well if the woman doesn’t 
wait too long, and the video in-
cludes pictures and rescue dates 
of many beautiful babies who have 
been saved this way.

What also caught my attention 
were the stories of several nurses 
working at Heartbeat Internation-
al. 

“I wanted to help out in a mean-
ingful way,” one of them said. “I 
was very excited to hear about 
abortion-pill reversal for the 
first time. … I thought: God just 
brought that in front of me, and I 
think that’s what I’m meant to do.” 

She went on to share a follow-up 
from two mothers who she had 
recently assisted.

“They sent me pictures on 
WhatsApp after they had their 
babies. … I’m so thankful for their 
courage and their bravery. They 
talked about how much they love 
their babies and I’m just so happy 
for them. I’m just so grateful God 
gave me that opportunity to speak 
with both of them.

I’ve never had this kind of ful-
fillment in any previous nursing 
job that I’ve had – that feeling of 
‘Yes! – I’m making a difference in 

someone’s life,’ …a difference in 
eternity.”

Every child saved this way is 
someone who now enjoys the op-
portunity to grow up, go to school, 
get married, have kids, grandkids 
and great-grandkids. It clearly 
makes an incalculable difference 
for that child as well as for untold 
others. An “eternal difference.” 

Each of us would like for our 
lives and our work to “make a dif-
ference,” and, especially, to make 
a lasting, impactful and eternal 
difference. 

It should come as no small con-
solation to understand that when-
ever we make deliberate moral 
choices for the good or turn away 
from what is wrong, we are already 
starting to make those “eternal dif-
ferences.” Through such decisions 
of consequence, we align our own 
will with God’s, and contribute, in 
his wisdom, to rectifying the many 
patterns of sin around and within 
us. Such decisions enable us to 
collaborate with his all-encom-
passing redemptive plan.

In the field of bioethics, these 
“decisions of consequence” arise 
with great regularity. When one 
of our ethicists at The National 
Catholic Bioethics Center, for ex-
ample, helps a husband and wife 
to understand the moral problems 
surrounding in vitro fertilization, 
not only can this help them avoid 
the tragedy of trapping their young 
offspring in “frozen orphanages,” 
but it also can help them reflect 

on deeper questions like, “What 
does our infertility really mean?,” 
and, “How does God want us to be 
fruitful?” 

This can lead them to consider 
new paths of grace like reaching 
out to kids in the community who 
are parentless, through mentoring 
programs such as Big Brother/
Big Sister or through pursuing the 
generous path of foster parenting 
and adoption. Such generosity is 
another “decision of consequence” 
where we stand to make an eternal 
difference.

Our “decisions of consequence” 
need not be great or lofty gestures; 
they can be quite simple. I recall a 
true story first relayed by John W. 
Schlatter in 1993 that has circu-
lated widely since. 

Bill was walking home after his 
junior high school classes, his 
arms full of books and other items 
from his locker. At a certain point, 
everything spilled out of his arms, 
and another boy named Mark 
witnessed it and came over to 
help him pick it up off the ground, 
making some friendly small talk. 
The two of them decided to spend 
part of the afternoon together, 
playing games and goofing off. In 
succeeding weeks and months, 
they became friends. 

Years later, Bill was reminiscing 
with Mark, and he brought up the 
day they first met. 

“Did you ever wonder why I was 
carrying so many things home that 
day?” he asked. “I cleaned out my 

locker because I didn’t want to 
leave a mess for anyone else. I had 
stored away some of my moth-
er’s sleeping pills and I was going 
home to commit suicide. But, 
after we spent some time together 
talking and laughing, I realized 
that if I had killed myself, I would 
have missed that time and so 
many others that might follow. So, 
Mark, when you picked up those 
books that day, you did a lot more: 
you saved my life.”

In a sense, each day for us 
involves a walk along the thresh-
old of eternity, through small and 
not-so-small gestures, even though 
we may not always see the full 
implications of each of our deci-
sions. Each day we have a chance 
to make beautiful, potentially 
life-saving and indeed eternal “de-
cisions of consequence.”

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doctor-
al work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, Mass., 
and serves as the director of educa-
tion at The National Catholic Bio-
ethics Center in Philadelphia. See 
ncbcenter.org and fathertad.com.

By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 
The Sooner Catholic

Poland, Vienna, 
Germany pilgrimage

Join Fr. Rick Stansber-
ry on an 11-day pilgrim-
age to Poland, Vienna 
and Germany Aug. 1-11, 
2022. The pilgrimage 
includes the Oberammer-
gau Passion Play. Other 
hosts include Marcellino 
D’Ambrosio, Fr. Casey 
F. Jones and Dcn. Pete 
Markwald. Contact Se-
lect International Tours 
at (800) 842-4842, jane@
select-intl.com. For more 
information, visit   
selectinternationaltours.
com.  

Mission Monks Beef
The Monks’ Market-

place at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey in Shawnee now 
sells high-quality Mission 
Monks Beef by the cut. 
Choose among ribeyes, 
T-bones, sirloins, various 
roasts, brisket, flank steak 
and ground beef. Store 
hours are Thursday and 
Friday 1:30 p.m. - 4 p.m.; 
and Saturday- 9 a.m. - 
11:30 a.m. and 1:30 - 4 
p.m.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

El Papa Francisco quiere escucharnos

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

La construcción de la iglesia del 
Santuario del Beato Stanley Rother 
continúa en la ciudad de Oklahoma 
con nueva albañilería y techos. Aquí 
hay algunas actualizaciones:

• La albañilería y techo de la capil-
la, incluyendo el techo de la nave;

• Albañilería de transepto;
• Encuadre y revestimiento de 

campanarios;
• Terminar de soldar el domo.
Para ver la cámara web del sitio 

de construcción, visite archokc.org/
shrinewebcam. Ayude a apoyar el 
santuario en archokc.org/shrine-
support.

¡Bendito Stanley ore por todos los 
involucrados en esta increíble tarea!

rothershrine.org

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

Dios está llamando a hombres que conoces. ¿Les ayudarás a responderle?

Fondo de educación seminarista 2021  |  Por favor visite: archokc.org/seminarianfund  |  Por favor llame a: 405-709-2745

Arquidiócesis de
Oklahoma City

TA L L ER  B I B L I CO  DE  OTOÑO

19 y 20 de noviembre 2021

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
100 N Sara Rd.
Mustang, OK 73064

$15.00 incluye el libro de estudio

viernes: 6:00 pm-9:00 pm
sabado: 8:30 am - 3:30 pm

Fecha: 

Horario: 

Lugar: 

Costo: 

“Evangelio de San Marcos: La Fe Vence el Miedo”

Con Luis Soto

P a r a  m á s  i n f o r m a c i ó n  p o r  f a v o r  l l a m a r  a :  C o n n i e  D í a z  ( 4 0 5 )  7 2 8 - 3 5 6 1  o

E d g a r  G a r c í a  ( 4 0 5 )  7 0 9 - 2 8 0 6
 

F E C H A  L I M I T E  P A R A  I N S R I B I R S E  E S  E L  V I E R N E S  1 2  D E  N O V I E M B R E
archokc .org/ta l l e res -b ib l i cos

Desde la conclusión del Concilio Vaticano II 
en la década de 1960, los obispos del mundo 
se han reunido en un “sínodo” periódicamente 
para reflexionar sobre cómo el Espíritu Santo 
está impulsando y guiando a la Iglesia en su 
peregrinaje.

Por lo general, las reuniones sinodales de 
obispos se han realizado cada tres años con 
grupos representativos de obispos de cada 
Conferencia Episcopal para orar y reflexionar 
sobre temas pastorales predeterminados en 
el transcurso de varias semanas. Posterior a 
eso, el Papa normalmente prepara y publica 
un documento de enseñanza. Algunos de los 
muchos temas abordados han sido temas 
como la evangelización, la familia, la justicia y 
la formación sacerdotal.

El próximo sínodo será diferente a los ante-
riores en varios aspectos. Por un lado, el tema 
es mucho más amplio que los sínodos anteri-
ores. El tema del próximo proceso es “Por una 
Iglesia Sinodal; Comunión, Participación y 
Misión”. Es un sínodo sobre sinodalidad. Otra 
clara diferencia es que este sínodo será pre-
cedido por una consulta mucho más amplia, 
realizada en el transcurso de los dos años an-
tes de que los obispos se reúnan en 2023. Se 
desarrollará en fases que incluyen consultas, 
síntesis e informes.

El Papa Francisco inauguró oficialmente el 
proceso que conduce a la XVI Asamblea Gen-
eral Ordinaria del Sínodo de los Obispos el 13 
de octubre con una misa en la Basílica de San 
Pedro en Roma. Cada obispo diocesano poste-
riormente abrirá la fase diocesana del sínodo 
con una misa en cada catedral este mes.

La apertura del proceso del sínodo en nues-

tra arquidiócesis tuvo lugar el 24 de octubre 
en la Catedral de Nuestra Señora del Perpetuo 
Socorro. La fase diocesana se llevará a cabo 
entre ahora y abril de 2022. Será seguida por 
una fase nacional/continental y luego el síno-
do de obispos delegados que se reunirán en 
Roma en octubre de 2023.

La palabra “sínodo” tiene un rico significa-
do teológico e histórico. Viene de una palabra 
griega y significa “caminar juntos”. La Igle-
sia en la tierra es una Iglesia peregrina, que 
recorre la historia por un camino de discipu-
lado y misión, con la mirada puesta en Jesús, 
que es “el camino, la verdad y la vida”.

Este sínodo invitará a la Iglesia a centrarse 
en cómo vivimos este llamado a ser una Iglesia 
“sinodal”, que promueve una comunión más 
profunda a través de la escucha, a través de 
una amplia participación y viviendo nuestra 
misión de ser luz para el mundo y sal de la 
tierra.

En muchos sentidos, lo que estamos llama-
dos a emprender es lo que ya hemos estado 
viviendo y haciendo aquí en la Arquidiócesis 
de Oklahoma City. Ya hemos llevado a cabo 
varias consultas en los últimos años mien-
tras desarrollamos la carta pastoral, “Vayan y 
hagan Discípulos: Construyendo una cultura 
de conversión y discipulado”, y nuestro plan 
pastoral, Visión 2030. Durante este proceso 
sinodal, construiremos sobre estas 
iniciativas mientras discernimos 
localmente cómo el Espíritu Santo 
nos está moviendo para conver-
tirnos en un instrumento aún más 
eficaz de la misericordia de Dios 
y de su presencia permanente a 

través de la his-
toria.

Desde ahora 
hasta finales de 
año, estaremos 
diseñando un 
proceso para con-
sultar y recopilar 
respuestas que 
podremos presentar como nuestro aporte local 
para la consulta nacional y global más amplia. 
En los meses de enero y febrero de 2022, hab-
rá sesiones de escucha en cada una de las seis 
regiones de los decanatos de la arquidiócesis. 
Esto implicará proporcionar información sobre 
el proceso, así como recopilar comentarios de 
los participantes.

Para aquellos que no puedan asistir o que 
deseen participar por escrito, se proporciona-
rá un enlace a la encuesta. Recopilaremos y 
sintetizaremos nuestras respuestas y las env-
iaremos para su inclusión en la fase nacional 
antes del 1 de abril.

Se proporcionará más información en las 
próximas semanas y meses. Les animo a su 
participación y sus oraciones a lo largo de este 
proceso, para que podamos discernir con may-
or claridad y responder más fielmente a los 
planes providenciales del Señor para su Iglesia 
y nuestro mundo herido, pero redimido.
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La Ordenación Del Diaconado

Por Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

Hector and Martha 
Hernandez

“Guiándome en la 
construcción del reino 

de Dios”

Veintisiete candidatos a diácono de la Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City serán ordenados al diaconado perma-
nente por el Arzobispo Coakley el 5 de noviembre en 
la Catedral de Nuestra Señora del Perpetuo Socorro 
después de pasar cuatro años en formación.

Uno de los candidatos al diaconado, Héctor Hernández, y su es-
posa Martha Hernández hablaron con el Sooner Catholic sobre la 
ordenación y de ser ordenado diácono.

Nombre: Héctor y Martha Hernandez
Familia: Tres hijos adultos y tres nietos. Yolanda y su esposo 

Ethan Pool, Héctor Harvey y Emma y su esposo Tony Guevara.
Parroquia de origen: Iglesia Católica de Santa María, Clinton
Ocupación: Mantenimiento / Transporte

P: ¿Como supo que estaba siendo llamado al diaconado?
Héctor: Cuando fui invitado por el padre Rex Arnold, fue un “Sí” 

de inmediato. Ya estaba trabajando en algunos ministerios de la 
iglesia y tuve la sensación de que podía hacer más.

P: ¿Cuál ha sido 
el aspecto más grati-
ficante de ser un candi-
dato a diaconado?

Héctor: Todo el cono-
cimiento que he adquirido, el 
crecimiento de mi fe en Dios y su 
Iglesia, todos los buenos amigos que 
he encontrado durante estos cuatro 
años, y el privilegio que Dios me dio de 
poder estar más cerca de la ordenación. 
Además, el apoyo de mi parroquia y la Ar-
quidiócesis de Oklahoma City.

P: ¿Qué ha sido inesperado?
Héctor: Aunque me he ido preparando mucho 

durante estos cuatro años, aprendiendo sobre nuestra 
fe, teología, la vida espiritual en Cristo y la Iglesia, pen-
sando en el cambio de vida de un laico a miembro del clero me 
puede poner nervioso. Tengo fe en Jesús y en el Espíritu Santo que 
me guiarán en la construcción del reino de Dios.

P: ¿Qué es lo más desafiante de ser un candidato a diácono?
Héctor: Como soy hispano, el español es mi lengua materna. Fue 

un poco difícil para mí estar en una clase donde todo estaba en 
inglés. Me sentía como si estuviera comenzando de nuevo, como si 
estuviera asistiendo al jardín de niños, viendo a todos cuando no 
podía entender, preguntándole a Martha qué decía y luego investi-
gando en el diccionario, los libros y la Biblia.

Martha: Cuando Héctor fue llamado a ser diácono, tuve una 
sensación de felicidad, así como confusión y nerviosismo. Sabía que 
era un gran paso, compromiso y responsabilidad servir a Dios con 
un título tan grande. Cambió la vida de todos en nuestra familia.

  
P: ¿Qué ministerio especial emprenderá?
Héctor: Espero poder predicar sin olvidar que soy un siervo de 

Cristo. Estaré sirviendo a la comunidad, llevando la comunión a los 
enfermos y evangelizando.

P: ¿Qué es lo que más espera en su ministerio como diácono?
Héctor: Poder compartir mi fe y amor a Dios, evangelizando y te-

niendo el sentimiento de estar más cerca de él durante la Misa y en 
la Eucaristía.

P: ¿Qué papel desempeña el llamado al diaconado en su vida fa-
miliar? ¿Vida espiritual?

Héctor: Nuestra familia aceptó con alegría mi llamado a ser 
diácono. Nos brindan apoyo y comprensión. Creo que también si-
enten el compromiso de ser parte de la familia de un futuro diácono. 
Nuestra vida espiritual es muy diferente de lo que era antes de 
comenzar este viaje, ahora tratamos de mantener una relación más 
cercana con Dios a través de la oración, el aprendizaje y la evangeli-
zación.

Martha: Mi papel como esposa de diácono es apoyar a Héctor en 
su ministerio, estar a su lado en todo momento y para él, rezarle a 
Jesucristo para que sea un buen siervo cariñoso, que nunca olvide 
que está conformado para ser como Cristo que dijo: “Vine para ser-
vir, no para ser servido”.

Eliana Tedrow es una escritora independiente para Sooner Catholic.

Ordenación diaconal 
5 de noviembre
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Briefs
Please contact organizers before 

attending. Find more briefs at  
archokc.org/briefs. 

Opening Synod Mass
Join Archbishop Coakley and Fr. 

Rick Stansberry at 10 a.m. Oct. 
24 at The Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help for the opening 
Mass of the upcoming Synod called 
by Pope Francis – “For a Synodal 
Church: Communion, Participation 
and Mission.” The Mass marks the 
beginning of the diocesan phase of 
the Synod process that will cul-
minate in a worldwide meeting of 
bishops. The Synod process will 
examine how the faithful journey 
together as a Church.

Listening Sessions
Dcn. Roy Callison and Susan 

Callison with the American Indi-
an Catholic Outreach office are 
conducting Listening Sessions 
throughout the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and the Diocese of 
Tulsa to provide a forum for people 
to discuss their experiences in 
former Catholic Indian boarding 
schools in Oklahoma. Find the 
schedule at archokc.org/aico. For 
more information, contact Dcn. 
Callison at rcallison@archokc.org.

Anadarko Listening Session
Dcn. Roy Callison and Susan 

Callison with the American Indian 
Catholic Outreach office will host 
a Listening Session at St. Patrick 
Catholic Church in Anadarko on 
Oct. 31 following 10 a.m. Mass. 
The session will be held in the par-
ish hall and is open to the public. 
The session is to provide a forum 
for people to discuss their expe-
riences in former Catholic Indian 
boarding schools in Oklahoma.

40 Days for Life
The 40 Days for Life Fall cam-

paign is Sept. 22 – Oct. 31. Visit 
40daysforlife.com to sign up to 
pray in Oklahoma City, Edmond or 
Norman. 

Sidewalk advocates
Anyone interested in becoming 

a peaceful and prayerful sidewalk 
advocate can contact Julie Lewis 
at norman@golifemobilemedical.
com. Find more information at 
sidewalkadvocates.org.

Trunk or Treat – Mustang
Holy Spirit Catholic Church is 

having a Trunk or Treat 6:30 p.m. 
- 8 p.m. Oct. 27 at 1100 N. Sara 
Rd. in Mustang. Games, snacks 
and candy! All are welcome. 

Bingo at St. James
The Knights of Columbus Fam-

ily Bingo is Oct. 28 at St. James 
Catholic Church, 4201 S. McKin-
ley in Oklahoma City. Food served 
at 5:45 p.m. Bingo at 6:30 p.m. All 
games $10, with door prizes. All 
players receive a raffle ticket for a 
58” TV to be given away in Oc-
tober. COVID-19 protocol will be 

followed. If unvaccinated, a mask 
is required.

Band Night
Eighth grade students are invit-

ed to attend Mount St. Mary Cath-
olic High School Band Night on 
Oct. 29. Students are invited for 
dinner, the pregame performance 
and will participate in the halftime 
show. Contact Kaleb Benda at 
kbenda@mountstmary.org.

Rachel’s Vineyard (Spanish) 
A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 

weekend in Spanish is Oct. 29-31 
in Oklahoma City. This healing 
retreat is for post-abortive women 
and men, and is a place where oth-
er people have been through simi-
lar pain. E-mail rachel@cceok.org 
to register or call (918) 512-1525.

Tree of Life Celebration
Gospel of Life Disciples will have 

a Tree of Life Celebration, honoring 
people God has called home during 
the past year, 5 p.m. – 9 p.m. Oct. 
30 at the St. John Paul II Dwelling 
and Bl. Stanley Rother Barn, 4113 
S. Eastern Ave., in Moore. Cere-
mony at 5 p.m.; Dinner at 6 p.m. 
Polka dancing at 7 p.m. Donation 
accepted to benefit GOLD.

High school shadow visits
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School admissions office is host-
ing shadow visits on campus for 
8th grade students. Schedule a 
shadow visit today or chat about 
admissions with MSM Director 
of Admissions, Diane Floyd, at 
dfloyd@mountstmary.org. Early 
admissions applications open Nov. 
1; MSM open house Nov. 14; Early 
admissions applications closes 
Dec. 1.

Marriage retreat
The archdiocesan Office of 

Marriage and Family Life presents 
“Be Light: A Marriage Retreat for 
Couples” 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Nov. 6 at 
St. Monica Catholic Church, 2001 
N. Western Ave. in Edmond. Cost 
$50 per couple. Lunch included. 
Contact Alex Schimpf at (405) 
709-2755, aschimpf@archokc.org. 
Register at archokc.org/  
marriageretreat.

St. Patrick Cemetery Mass
Everyone is invited to the 130-

year celebration Mass at St. 
Patrick Cemetery at 10 a.m. Nov. 
6 on the north side of N.W. 234/
Sorghum Mill Road between Coun-
cil Road and County Line. Potluck 
meal after Mass. Plates, utensils, 
paper supplies, tea and water, 
tables and some chairs will be fur-
nished. Take a portable chair, food 
to share and help celebrate and 
remember those who have died.

Turkey dinner – Kingfisher
Sts. Peter and Paul Altar Society 

in Kingfisher will be serving their 
annual turkey dinner beginning at 
10:30 a.m. Nov. 7 while supplies 
last. Drive-thru service only. Adult 

The Fall Radiothon for 
Oklahoma Catholic 
Radio is Nov 11-13. The 

radiothon will be from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, 
and from 8 a.m. to Noon on 
Saturday. 

A variety of guests will join 
the show, including many Okla-
homans who have been im-
pacted significantly by Catholic 
radio. 

Archbishop Coakley will be 
live on the air at 8:30 a.m. and 
at 4 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 11. 
Many priests and other guests 
from both the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and the Diocese 

of Tulsa will be on the air. 
The radiothon is one of Cath-

olic Radio’s biggest fundraisers 
each year. There will be op-
portunities for matching gifts 
and sponsorships. Learn more, 
listen live or find a station at 
okcr.org.  

Call to support Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio during the radio-
thon at 1-833-652-7234 or give 
online at okcr.org/give. 

Consider becoming a member 
of the Keepers of the Airwaves 
with a monthly gift. A monthly 
gift of support helps prepare for 
the future and possible expan-
sion across the state. 

meals $15. Credit cards accepted. 
Contact the church office at (405) 
375-4616.

Encounter with God’s Call
The Fall 2021 Encounter with 

God’s Call weekend is Nov. 13-15 
at Conception Seminary College 
in Conception, Mo. This is an 
opportunity to discern the call to 
priesthood and learn about college 
seminary life. The Spring 2022 
event is Feb. 26-28. Visit ewgc.org. 
Contact (660) 944-2987, ewgc@
conception.edu.

Rachel’s Vineyard  
A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 

weekend is Nov. 19-21 in Okla-
homa City. This healing retreat is 
for post-abortive women and men, 
and is a place where other people 
have been through similar pain. 
E-mail rachel@cceok.org to register 
or call (918) 512-1525.

Day of Reflection
Day of Reflection, “Hearken Con-

tinually: A Primer on Discernment 
of God’s Will” presented by Alex 
Schmipf, is 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Nov. 
20 at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
MacArthur St., Shawnee. Limit-
ed seating. Masks recommended, 
but not required. Attendees must 
pre-register by e-mailing retreats@

monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid; $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Feast Day Mass 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic 

Church will celebrate a St. Francis 
Xavier Feast Day Mass at 6 p.m. 
Dec. 3 at the plaza in downtown 
Sulphur. 

Rachel’s Vineyard
A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 

weekend is Dec. 3-5 in Oklahoma 
City. This healing retreat is for 
post-abortive women and men, and 
is a place where other people have 
been through similar pain. E-mail 
rachelsvineyardokc@gmail.com to 
register or call (405) 709-2714.

Surviving Divorce class
A 13-week Surviving Divorce 

class will begin Dec. 7 at St. Mon-
ica Catholic Church in Edmond. 
Classes are 6:15 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. 
Tuesday evenings, and will help 
the newly separated, divorced and 
people struggling with issues many 
years later. Register: stmonica- 
edmond.org/divorce-ministry.

Shrine webcam
Watch construction of the Bl. 

Stanley Rother Shrine at archokc.
org/shrinewebcam.
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October 

24   Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary 
       Time.

24   Synod Opening Mass, 10 
       a.m., The Cathedral of Our 
       Lady of Perpetual Help, 3214 
       N. Lake Ave., OKC.

24   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
       Norman. Contact Connie 
       Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
       lang@gmail.com.

24   Estate planning seminar, 7 
       p.m., St. Eugene Catholic 
       Church, 2400 W. Hefner Rd., 
       OKC.

27   Trunk or Treat, 6:30 p.m. - 8 
       p.m., Holy Spirit Catholic 
       Church, 1100 N. Sara Rd., 
       Mustang.  

28   Feast of Sts. Simon and Jude.

28   Bingo, 6:30 p.m., St. James 
       Catholic Church, 4201 S. 
       McKinley, OKC.

28   Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center. Contact 
       Elaine, (405) 314-5345, 
       ccrprayers@gmail.com.

29   Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 
       weekend in Spanish, Oct. 29-
       31, OKC.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.

Kevin Pierce 
Regional Agency Executive Consultant 

General Agent 
SKC 

Office: 877-707-0752 / Cell: 405-514-7660 
kevin.pierce@kofc.org 

Councils: 775, 1038, 1044, 1533, 1537,  
1677, 2974, 3113, 3309, 7392, 9334, 10388, 

11194, 11633, 11959, 13313, 13366, 15834

Trey Welker 
Assistant General Agent 

MDRT, SKC 
405-850-4092 

trey.welker@kofc.org 
Councils: 3220, 10822, 12669

Bobby Stevens 
MDRT 

405-534-0397 
bobby.stevens@kofc.org 

Councils: 1018, 3556, 4598, 5160, 
5354, 9901, 12108, 16048, 16214

Chad McAuliff 
MDRT, SKC 

918-284-0685 
chad.mcauliff@kofc.org 

Councils: 1104, 4721, 6606, 
9668, 9737, 13828, 17383

Lance Dufour 
MDRT  

918-550-0886 
lance.dufour@kofc.org 

Councils: 962, 1302, 3167, 4519, 
4804, 7395, 8433, 11734, 14220, 

14248, 14448, 15785, 17559

Devon Soukup 
MDRT, SKC 

405-505-6030 
devon.soukup@kofc.org 

Councils: 767, 3101, 5440, 
5759, 6478, 8633, 14744

Mike Maggio  
MDRT  

405-697-8820 
michael.maggio@kofc.org 

Councils: 916, 949, 1053,  1903, 3336, 
4026, 4042, 5266, 5396, 9333, 9583, 

11135, 11237, 14106

Max Yardley 
MDRT  

405-570-2179 
max.yardley@kofc.org 
Councils: 4601, 6477, 
8204, 12518, 12605

Michael Dalby 
MDRT  

405-638-1274 
michael.dalby@kofc.org 

Councils: 965, 1287, 2604, 4889, 
5168, 8523, 9900, 11648, 11909, 

12819, 12382, 16367

Pierce Agency

Ranked the #1  
Knights of Columbus  

Agency in the Order in  
2015, 2017, 2018,  
2019 and 2020.
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generations of Catholic families find stability and security.
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29    Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 
        a.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
        Norman. Contact Connie 
        Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
        lang@gmail.com.

30    Tree of Life Celebration, 5 
        p.m. – 9 p.m., GOLD St. John 
        Paul II Dwelling, 4113 S. 
        Eastern Ave., Moore.

31    Thirty-First Sunday in 
        Ordinary Time.

31    Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
        p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
        Norman. Contact Connie 
        Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
        lang@gmail.com. 

November 

1      All Saints’ Day. CPC closed. 

2      The Commemoration of all  
        the Faithful Departed (All 
        Souls Day).

3      Feast of St. Martin de Porres.

4      Feast of St. Charles 
        Borromeo. 

4     Charismatic Catholic prayer 
        meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
        Pastoral Center. Contact 
        Elaine, (405) 314-5345, 
        ccrprayers@gmail.com.

5      Pray the Rosary for Life, 9  
        a.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 

       Norman. Contact Connie 
       Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
       lang@gmail.com.   

5     First Friday Adoration, Noon 
       - 3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral 
       Center, 7501 Northwest 
       Expressway, OKC.

5     First Friday Sacred Heart 
       Mass at the Catholic Pastoral 
       Center. Exposition of the 
       Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
       reconciliation prior to 7 p.m. 
       Mass. Call (405) 721-8944, 
       (405) 528-6252.

6     Be Light: A Marriage Retreat 
       for Couples, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., 
       St. Monica Catholic Church, 

       2001 N. Western Ave.,        
       Edmond.

6     Lay Missionaries of Charity, 
       the lay order of the Mission-
       aries of Charity of St. Teresa 
       of Calcutta, meeting at 10 
       a.m. at Holy Innocents’ con-    
       ference room. Any lay person 
       interested in living a conse-
       crated life is welcome. Contact 
       Toni Harrelson at (405) 694-
       1292, (405) 341-2199 or 
       tonimah@sbcglobal.net.

6     St. Patrick Cemetery Mass, 
       10 a.m., north side of N.W. 
        234/Sorghum Mill Rd., 
       between Council Rd. and 
       County Line Rd.
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The Ordination to the Order of Deacon

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

Hector and Martha 
Hernandez

“Guiding me in building 
the kingdom of God” 

Twenty-seven deacon candidates from the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City will be ordained to the permanent di-
aconate by Archbishop Coakley on Nov. 5 at The Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help after spending four 
years in formation.  

One of the deacon candidates, Hector Hernandez, and his wife 
Martha Hernandez spoke to the Sooner Catholic about the ordina-
tion and being ordained a deacon.

Name: Hector and Martha Hernandez 
Family: Three grown children and three grandchildren. Yolanda 

and husband Ethan Pool, Hector Harvey, and Emma and husband 
Tony Guevara. 

Home Parish: Saint Mary Catholic Church, Clinton 
Occupation: Maintenance/transportation 

Q: How did you know you were being called to the diaconate?
Hector: When I was invited by Father Rex Arnold, it was a “Yes” 

right away. I was already working in some ministries at the church 
and got the feeling that I was able to do more. 

 

Q: What has been 
the most rewarding 
aspect of being a deacon 
candidate? 

Hector: All the knowledge 
I have acquired, the growing in 
my faith in God and his Church, 
all the good friends I have found 
during these four years, and the priv-
ilege God gave me to be able to be closer 
to ordination. Also, the support of my parish 
and the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

Q: What has been unexpected?
Hector: Even though I have been getting a lot of 

preparation during these four years, learning about 
our faith, theology, the spiritual life in Christ and the 
Church, thinking of the change of life from a lay person to 
becoming a member of the clergy can make me nervous. I have 
faith in Jesus and the Holy Spirit that they will be guiding me in 
building the kingdom of God.

  
Q: What is the most challenging thing about being a deacon can-

didate?
Hector: As I am Hispanic, Spanish is my native language. It was 

kind of difficult for me to be in a class where everything was in 
English. I was feeling like I was starting over as if I was attending 
Kindergarten, looking at everyone when I was not able to under-
stand, asking Martha what was said and later investigating in the 
dictionary, books, the Bible.

Martha: When Hector was called to become a deacon, I got a 
feeling of happiness as well as confusion and nervousness. I knew 
it was a big step, commitment and responsibility to serve God with 
such a big title. It changed everyone’s life in our family. 

  
Q: What special ministry will you undertake?
Hector: I hope to be able to preach without forgetting that I am a 

servant of Christ. I will be serving the community, taking commu-
nion to the sick and evangelizing.

  
Q: What do you look forward to most in your ministry as a dea-

con? 
Hector: To be able to share my faith and love for God, evangeliz-

ing and having the feeling to be closer to him during Mass and in 
the Eucharist. 

Q: How does the calling to the diaconate play a role in your family 
life? Spiritual life?   

Hector: Our family accepted with gladness my call to be a deacon. 
They give us support and understanding. I think they also feel the 
commitment to be part of a future deacon’s family. Our spiritual 
life is a lot different from what it was before we started this journey, 
now we try to keep a closer relationship with God through praying, 
learning and evangelizing. 

Martha: My role as a deacon’s wife is to support Hector in his 
ministry, be at his side in every moment and for him, pray to Jesus 
Christ for him to be a good caring servant, that he never forgets that 
he is conformed to be like Christ who said, “He came to serve, not to 
be served.”  

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Diaconate ordination 
Nov. 5


