
VATICAN CITY – 
Pope Francis sent 
a video message to 
Catholics around 

the world, urging them amid 
the global coronavirus pan-
demic to hope, solidarity 
with those who suffer, and to 
prayer.

“In the risen Jesus, life con-
quered death,” Pope Francis 
said, speaking about Holy 
Week and its culmination with 
Easter.

“We celebrate in a truly 
unusual way, which manifests 
and sums up the message 
of the Gospel, that of God’s 
boundless love,” the pope 
said.

“And in the silence of our 
cities, the Easter Gospel will 
resound,” Pope Francis said. 
“This paschal faith nourishes 
our hope.”

Christian hope, the pope 
said, is “the hope of a better 
time, in which we can be bet-
ter, finally freed from evil and 
from this pandemic.”

“It is a hope: hope does not 
disappoint, it is not an illu-
sion, it is a hope. Beside each 
other, in love and patience, we 
can prepare a better time in 
these days.”

The pope expressed soli-
darity with families, “espe-
cially those who have a loved 

one who is sick, or who have 
unfortunately experienced 
mourning due to the coronavi-
rus or other causes.”

“These days I often think 
about people who are alone, 
and for whom it is more dif-
ficult to face these moments. 
Above all I think of the elder-
ly, who are very dear to me. I 
cannot forget those who are 
sick with coronavirus, people 
who are in hospital.”

“I also remember how many 
are in financial straits, and 
are worried about work and 
the future, a thought also goes 
out to prison inmates, whose 
pain is compounded by fear of 
the epidemic, for themselves 
and their loved ones; I think 
of the homeless, who do not 
have a home to protect them.”

“It is a difficult time for ev-
eryone,” he added.

Amid that difficulty, the 
pope praised “the generosity of 
those who put themselves at 
risk for the treatment of this 
pandemic or to guarantee the 
essential services to society.”

“So many heroes, every day, 
at every hour!”

“Let’s try, if we can, to make 
the best use of this time: let’s 
be generous; let’s help those 
in need in our neighborhood; 
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Go Make Disciples

“In the risen Jesus, 
life conquered death” 

continued on page 6

Archbishop suspends public Masses 
“until further notice”

To the faithful of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City,

I continue to pray for you and for all of the faith-
ful as we work to adjust to our new normal for the 
next few weeks. Thank you to everyone who has 
continued to offer private Masses, celebrated Mass 
and prayer online, and stayed connected in many 
other ways. The presence of our faith has lifted 
spirits, offered hope and made this time more faith 
filled.

In March, I issued a directive suspending public 
Masses until after April 16. Recently, Gov. Stitt 
and other civic and health leaders extended the 
safer-in-place and shelter-in-place orders until the 
end of the month.

With the ever-changing situation, I am suspend-
ing public Masses in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City beyond Easter and until further notice. All 
other provisions and precautions remain in place.

We must remain steadfast in our faith and know 
that we are not alone. Let us pray for one another 
and for all those who are sick or affected by this 
virus. We will continue to keep you informed with 
further changes and adjustments as needed.

Faithfully yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Paul S. Coakley
Archbishop of Oklahoma City 

The Resurrection is depicted in this 19th-century painting by Johann Friedrich Over-
beck. Easter, the chief feast in the liturgical calendars of all Christian churches, com-
memorates Christ’s resurrection from the dead. CNS photo/Bridgeman Images.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a The Bl. Stanley Rother 
Feast Day 0K Fun-No-Run 
and Celebration for Life is 
July 18. The race requires 
zero movement and is for all 
ages and athletic abilities. 
Race package $35, includes 
t-shirt, victory coin, bumper 
sticker and lunch ticket. 
Proceeds to The Center of 
Family Love and sponsoring 
parishes. Locations to be 
announced. Race locations, 
sponsors and volunteers 
needed. Visit www.facebook.
com/0K4Rother. Contact 
0K4Rother@gmail.com.

a The third annual Bl. 
Stanley Rother Rosary Run 
is July 25. Visit www.thero-
thermen.com.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

“Something strange is happening – there is a great 
silence on earth today, a great silence and stillness. 
The whole earth keeps silence because the King is 
asleep.” These are words from an ancient homily for 
Holy Saturday that the Church’s Office of Readings 
offers for prayer each year on that day. It ponders 
in a palpable and evocative way the silent pause 
between the Lord’s death on Good Friday and his 
triumphant resurrection on Easter Sunday.

This issue of the Sooner Catholic is being pub-
lished on Easter Sunday, but I suspect that for 
most of us it will still seem like the long Lent of 
2020 continues. It still feels a great deal like Holy 
Saturday. We are waiting in hope. There is “a great 
silence on earth today.”

We are sheltered in place. Out of concern for 
ourselves and one another, we are practicing social 
distancing to slow the spread of the virus. We feel 
isolated. We miss our ordinary routines and social 
contacts. We have not even gathered to sing our 
Easter praises with our parish community. There 
is not a public Mass being celebrated in any of our 
parish churches for Easter Sunday or for the fore-
seeable future. The Lenten fast continues in the 
form of a prolonged fast from the Holy Eucharist.

“Something strange is happening,” perhaps some-
thing unprecedented? No one living today remem-
bers that on Oct. 4, 1918, a letter went out to the 
priests of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia during a 
similar crisis stating: 

Rev. Dear Sir:
We hereby direct your attention to the order of the 

Board of Health, issued Thursday, October 3, which 
prohibits the assemblage of all persons in the church-
es and schools of Philadelphia until further notice.

Yours faithfully in Christ,

+D.J. Doughterty
Archbishop of Philadelphia

Undoubtedly, such prohibitions were common 
during the Spanish flu pandemic of 1918. That cri-
sis passed and this one will too. God is with us. 

We may continue to 
experience for quite 
some time fear, vulner-
ability, economic inse-
curity and the burden 
of our own mortality in 
the wake of COVID-19. 
Our own experience of 
the joy and victory of Easter might be delayed this 
year. But Christ is Risen. He is truly Risen! 

Jesus, the Son of God, took on our human weak-
ness and mortality. He embraced it so that we 
would not suffer alone. He invites us to unite our 
anguish and sufferings to his as he offers himself to 
the Father for our sins and the sins of the world. 

This crisis will pass because Jesus Christ is vic-
torious! Because God is faithful. His mercy endures 
forever! We may have to experience the waiting of 
Holy Saturday a bit longer, but it is a grace-filled 
time. During this time, we are becoming more aware 
of the needs of one another. I hope that we are 
becoming more patient, kind and understanding of 
others. We all are enduring similar burdens though 
some are certainly heavier than others. 

I pray that our experience of solidarity brought 
on by the global pandemic of COVID-19 contin-
ues to find expression in our attitudes and actions 
long after this crisis passes. I pray that our current 
longing for the Holy Eucharist and the sacraments 
produces a renewed commitment to share fully in 
the life and sacraments of the Church long after 
our livestreamed Masses and closed churches give 
way to open doors and in-person celebrations of the 
Mass and sacraments once again. 

Most of all I pray we may experience anew our 
need for the Lord, who alone can satisfy the deepest 
yearnings of our hearts and that we might turn to 
him and find joy. He offers us his friendship, and 
there is no greater consolation than that. 

I pray that the invitation we received when we 
were marked with ashes to begin this long Lent 
finds new meaning this Easter season: repent and 
believe in the Gospel. 

Christ is Risen! Alleluia!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

The long Lent of 2020

Rejoice, heavenly powers! 
Sing, choirs of angels!

Exult. All creation 
around God’s throne!

Jesus Christ, 
our King, is risen!
Sound the trumpet 

of salvation!
Rejoice, O Earth, 

in shining splendor,
Radiant in the 

brightness of your king!
Christ has conquered! 

Glory fill you! 
Darkness vanishes forever!
Rejoice, O Mother Church! 

Exult in glory! 
The risen Savior 
shines upon you! 

Let this place resound 
with joy, echoing the mighty 
song of all God’s people!

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

VATICAN CITY – People who cannot get to 
confession because of the coronavirus lock-
down or another serious reason can go to God 
directly, be specific about their sins, request 
pardon and experience God’s loving forgive-
ness, Pope Francis said.

“This is the right time, the opportune mo-
ment. An act of contrition done well, and our 
souls will become white like the snow,” the 
pope said March 20 during his live-streamed 
morning Mass.

Pope Francis began the 
Mass by praying again 
for doctors, especially in 
northern Italy, where the 
COVID-19 pandemic still 
is infecting thousands 
and leading to the deaths of hundreds of peo-
ple each day.

The first reading was from Hosea and it en-
courages people to return to the Lord with all 
their hearts, recognizing their sins and letting 
God forgive them, the pope said in his homily.

“Return to your father who is waiting for 
you,” the pope said. “The God of tenderness 
will heal us; he will heal us of the many, many 
wounds of life and the many ugly things we 
have done. Each of us has our own!”

God welcomes every repentant sinner with 

open arms, he said. “It’s like going home.”
“Many people today would tell me, ‘Father, 

where can I find a priest, a confessor, because 
I can’t leave the house? And, I want to make 
peace with the Lord, I want him to embrace 
me, I want the Father’s embrace.’”

The pope said his response would be, “Do 
what the Catechism (of the Catholic Church) 
says. It is very clear: If you cannot find a priest 
to confess to, speak directly with God, your 
father, and tell him the truth. Say, ‘Lord, I did 
this, this, this. Forgive me,’ and ask for pardon 
with all your heart.”

Make an act of contrition, the pope said, and 
promise God, “’I will go 
to confession afterward, 
but forgive me now.’ 
And, immediately you 
will return to a state of 
grace with God.”

The Catechism of the Catholic Church, N. 
1452, says: “When it arises from a love by 
which God is loved above all else, contrition 
is called ‘perfect’ – contrition of charity. Such 
contrition remits venial sins; it also obtains 
forgiveness of mortal sins if it includes the 
firm resolution to have recourse to sacramen-
tal confession as soon as possible.”

“As the catechism teaches,” Pope Francis 
said, “you can draw near to God’s forgiveness 
without having a priest at hand. Think about 
it. This is the moment.”
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If you can’t go to confession, take your sorrow 
directly to God, pope says

By Cindy Wooden  
Catholic News Service 

Pope Francis offers special prayers for medical work-
ers on the frontlines of the coronavirus at the begin-
ning of his morning Mass March 20 in the chapel of 
his Vatican residence, the Domus Sanctae Marthae. 
CNS photo/Vatican Media.

Find an Act of Perfect Contrition at ar-
chokc.org/health.
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Supporting one another

Archbishop Coakley and Fr. Rick 
Stansberry celebrated a Heal-
ing Mass on March 7 at Christ 
the King Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City for more than 150 
people. The Mass was organized 
by the Order of Malta. Founded 
in 1048, the Order of Malta is one 
of the oldest communities in the 
Church. Officially known as the 
Sovereign Military 
Hospitaller Or-
der of Saint John 
of Jerusalem, of 
Rhodes, and of 
Malta, the central 
aspect of their 
work is care for 
the poor and sick, 
including an an-
nual pilgrimage to 
the healing waters 
of Lourdes in 
France. 

Photos provided.

Healing Mass

Members of Moms of St John’s, a ministry of St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Edmond, surprised priests with homemade signs of encourage-
ment and love on March 27 as they sheltered in place. Photos provided. 

Parish volunteers from Saint 
Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church, Saint Gregory the 

Great Catholic Church and Saint 
Michael Catholic Church have or-
ganized and called every telephone 
number listed in our parish direc-

tory to check on folks and see how 
they’re doing. We’ve offered to pick 
up groceries or pick up a pre-
scription. Parishioners have been 
overwhelmingly grateful for the 
contact from the church. We’ve 
taken prayer requests and some 

people have asked to speak to the 
clergy. All in all, this has been a 
real opportunity for younger and 
older generations to connect and 
support one another.

 Father John Herrera, associate 
pastor

Fr. Hesburgh, the president of Notre 
Dame, made a vital statement to the 
graduating class of 1980, “Twenty 
percent of the people in the world 

enjoy eighty percent of the world’s resources, 
while eighty percent of the world’s popula-
tion only enjoy twenty percent of the world’s 
resources.” He encouraged us to give back 
to the world for we had received much more 
than most. This had been impressed upon me 
when, during our senior class trip to Acapulco, 
we lost the road to the cliff divers and found 
ourselves in a poor neighborhood filled with 
dirt floor shacks. 

During Lent that year, Archbishop Oscar 
Romero had been assassinated while cele-
brating Mass because he gave voice to the 
poor and oppressed in El Salvador. Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta, our generation’s icon for 
wholehearted free service to the poorest of the 
poor had just received the Nobel Peace Prize. 
A year later, Saint John Paul II was shot four 
times in Saint Peter’s Square and in as many 
days communicated forgiveness to his would-
be assassin. Ten weeks later Blessed Stanley 
Rother was killed in Guatemala as a shepherd 
and friend of the Tz’utujil. That was a time 
of saints and martyrs. These resolute lives of 
faith caused a fire to burn within me 
until I finally found myself among the 
poor in Northern Peru ordained to serve 
them as a Catholic priest. 

The priestly journey given to me is 
now in its 25th year. Thousands of 
faithful from many Oklahoma parishes 
and Bishop McGuinness Catholic High 
School have come to Piura or provided 
gracious support to the poor with their 
talents, medical prowess and compas-
sion to those in need, and modern Gos-
pel stories came to life. 

In fact, of the more than 600 yearly 
visitors to Piura, about a third come 
from Oklahoma. A half dozen priests 
from Oklahoma have come to help and 
many others have been supportive state-
side above and beyond. Oklahomans or-
ganized medical missions, family trips, 
and university groups throughout the 
state to join in providing services to the 
needy. Visiting missionaries have gone 
into prisons, up into the mountains and 
out to the desert to offer the ailing and 
poor the best of themselves - often born 
of their own graceful poverty. 

Together, we’ve created a medical 
clinic, therapy centers, shelters and 
a hospice. Several schools were built, 
farmers are empowered with tractors 
and micro-loans, and families in need 

are aided with housing, food and prayer. 
Against the odds, we have seen hundreds of 

families in Piura break the cycle of poverty and 
develop their potential through this program 
as dreams – vocations – were made real. 

Amazing projects also have been initiated 
or supported by generous gifts from Oklaho-
ma, including the Saint Lucy Eye Clinic, The 
Angels Hospice, Saint Michael’s Counseling 
Center, Blessed Margaret’s Physical Thera-
py Clinic, the Vida Nueva Rehab Residence, 
and a nursing school. Saint John the Baptist 
in Edmond also supports a team of Peruvian 
nurses who provide free care to the poor and 
coordinate medical missions that come from 
the United States. A dozen breakfast kitchens 
in the poorest neighborhoods also provide a 
morning boost to hungry children.

Twenty-five years of priesthood in Peru 
moves me to say thank you to the generous 
people of Oklahoma. Passing beyond a quarter 
century of priesthood has been deeply Eucha-
ristic, like a family gathered by the Good Shep-
herd, we are united in sacrifice and thanks-
giving as we journey together to our Father’s 
kingdom. We’ve celebrated 17,373 baptisms, 
19,691 first communions, 26,487 confirma-
tions and 5430 weddings. It is a blessing that 
we have been able to do that together. 

Rev. Joseph Uhen; Pastor – Santisimo Sacra-
mento Parish; Piura, Peru, South America
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This is part of a series to introduce the seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

Meet the

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY

Stephen 
Jones

To learn more about seminary, contact:
Rev. Brian Buettner at

bbuettner@archokc.org or (405) 721-9351. 
okcvocations.com

What is your 
home parish?
My home par-

ish is St. Monica in 
Edmond.

What seminary do you attend?
I attend Kenrick Glennon in St. Lou-

is, Mo.

If it is God’s will, what year will 
you be ordained a priest?

If it is God’s will, I will be ordained a 
priest in 2024.

What advice would you give to 
someone discerning a call to the 
priesthood?

Make it a priority to spend time in 
front of the Blessed Sacrament in 
prayer, daily if possible. The Eucharist 
is the Real Presence of Jesus Christ 
himself, and he wants to spend time 
with you! Also, find a spiritual director 
who can walk with you and help you 
hear and respond to the Lord’s call for 
you in your discernment.

What do you look forward to most 
about becoming a priest?

I most look forward to celebrating 
Mass and hearing confessions. I look 
forward to celebrating Mass because 
it is making the Lord truly present in 
the Eucharist every day. I look forward 
to hearing confessions because that is 
how God wishes to bring healing, mer-
cy and forgiveness to his people.

Name one thing that every  
Catholic needs to know.

Every Catholic needs to know that 
God is truly present among us in the 
Eucharist, and he deeply desires our 
salvation. He loves each of us in an 
incredibly personal and unique way, 
and he wants us to spend eternity with 
him in heaven. Our life here on earth 
is preparation for that! 

Why choose a life of sacrificial 
love?

Everyone is called to live a life of 
sacrificial love, whether that be as a 
married husband or wife, a religious 
brother or sister, as a lay consecrated 
single person, or as a priest of Jesus 
Christ. If I am truly called to the priest-
hood, I choose it because that is where 
Jesus has called me, and it is where I 
will be most fully satisfied and fulfilled. 
I desire to give myself to the people of 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City to 
serve and love them in order to witness 
the love that God has for all of us.

Giving back to the world
By Rev. Joseph Uhen 

Fr. Joseph Uhen. Photo provided.
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Francis Clement Kelley, second Bish-
op of the Diocese of Oklahoma, al-
ways believed that his involvement in 

solving the “Roman Question” was one of the 
highlights of his life. 

What was the “Roman Question?” With 
the seizure by force of the Papal States (a 
temporal buffer zone established to protect 
the sovereignty of the pope) in 1870 by the 
Kingdom of Italy, seeking to nationalize the 
various countries that now make up Italy, the 
Holy Father declares himself a “prisoner of 
the Vatican” in protest. The government had 
failed to ensure the pope’s independence and 
this condition would persist until 1929.

How then did a bishop from a small ru-
ral diocese in the United States get the ball 
rolling to procure a solution? The answer is 
complex and reads like a spy novel. In 1919, 
Monsignor Kelley (he became a Bishop in 
1924) travelled to the Paris Peace Talks after 
the First World War to represent the Mexi-
can bishops in exile seeking a declaration on 
religious freedom. The Monsignor was the 
founder of the Catholic Church Extension 
Society and was spokesman for the Mexican 
bishops who were removed during the revolu-
tion in that country. 

Three incidents contributed to his involve-
ment: The first was a meeting with Cardinal 
Mercier, the primate of Belgium. Kelley was 
leading a group from the Knights of Colum-
bus on a tour of the battlefields of the west-
ern front. At Malines, they secured an audi-
ence with the cardinal.

 Mercier asked Monsignor Kelley about ru-
ral ministry, and Kelley, in perfect French, re-

sponded enthusiastically. Impressed 
by his narrative, Mercier, in private 
asked his thoughts on the Roman 
Question. Cardinal Mercier had 
worked hard to resolve the issue at 

the Paris conference but to no avail. He asked 
Kelley to arrange a meeting with President 
Wilson through his aid Colonel House, whom 
Kelley knew. Having done so, he believed his 
involvement to be complete.

However, this was not to be the end as 
the second circumstance occurred. Walking 
back from House’s hotel, he was accosted by 
Giuseppe Brambilla, an Italian counselor of 
the peace commission. Citing Wilson’s harsh 
treatment of the Italians, Brambilla stated that 
protests would be harsh in America against 
Wilson. Kelley’s reply was terse. He retorted 
that “as jailer of the pope,” Italy had lost the 
sympathy of the Catholic world. Brambilla 
proposed a direct meeting with Italian premier, 
Vittorio Orlando. Kelley was taken a back 
since he did have the authority as a diplomat. 

The third incident was how to have the pro-
fessional diplomats take command. Deciding 
to proceed, it became evident that Orlando 
was sincere in seeking a solution. Kelley con-
tacted a friend in the Vatican who notified the 
troubleshooter of Cardinal Gasparri (Secre-
tary of State), Archbishop Cerretti of the over-
tures. Kelley was to accompany Cerretti back 
to Paris to begin secret conversations with 
Premier Orlando. This ended Kelley’s activity. 

Ten years past before the Lateran Concor-
dat of 1929 was signed by Pope Pius XI and 
Mussolini, ensuring the independence of the 
papacy and the favored status of the Church 
in Italy. Kelley’s role was unknown until 
the Saturday Evening Post broke the story 
praising him for his work. Thankfully, it also 
showed that the process had begun before 
the Fascists took power, giving clarity that it 
was not the work of that government entirely.

Monsignor Gaffey, in his biography of Bish-
op Kelley adds this, “The final irony involved 
the recognition of Kelley’s service. In 1930, 
the Italian government named him a Knight 

of the Order of Saint Maurice and Saint 
Lazarus, the highest honorary rank bestowed 
on commoners.

bishop quietly accepted the title, conscious 
of this ultimate twist in the history of the 
Roman Question: his efforts to free the clois-
tered papacy had been duly rewarded not 
by the Vatican, but by the Kingdom of Italy!” 
After he became a bishop and during a visit 
to Rome in 1931, he met Cardinal Gasparri 
who did not remember who he was. While 
painful, it would be one of many slights (real 
and perceived) that would plague his ecclesi-
al career. In his biography, “A Bishop Jots It 
Down,” Kelley ends his account of the inci-
dent with the Latin phrase “Sic transit Gloria 
Mundi,” that is to say, “Thus passes the glory 
of the world.”

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Bishop Francis Clement Kelley

let’s look for the loneliest people, per-
haps by telephone or social networks; 
let’s pray to the Lord for those who are 
tried in Italy and in the world. Even if 
we are isolated, thought and spirit can 
go far with the creativity of love. This 
is what we need today: the creativity of 
love.”

More than one million people world-
wide have contracted the coronavirus, 
and at least 60,000 have died. The 
pandemic has led to a global financial 
crash, in which tens of millions have 
lost jobs in recent weeks. While some 
parts of the world are now thought to 
be on the downslope of the viral spread, 
many nations have locked themselves 
down in the midst of the pandemic, or in 
the hope of quelling it early in its spread 
within their borders.

To conclude his video, the pope urged 
tenderness and prayer.

“Thank you for allowing me into your 
homes. Make a gesture of tenderness to-
ward those who suffer, toward children, 
and toward the elderly,” Pope Francis 
said. “Tell them that the pope is close 
and pray, that the Lord will soon deliver 
us all from evil.”

“And you, pray for me. Have a good 
dinner.”

continued from page 1

ONLINE MASS
A list of live-streamed Masses in the Archdiocese can be found at archokc.org/health. Pray an

Act of Spiritual Communion at the time of communion: "My Jesus, I believe that You are

present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into

my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into

my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never

permit me to be separated from You. Amen." Perhaps take some time afterwards to discuss the

Gospel reading and talk about how you can put it into practice in your family this week. 

1

PRAY A FAMILY ROSARY2
The rosary is a powerful form of prayer and intercession. It lends itself well to family prayer

because of its structure and simplicity. Let every family member have a role. You can find more

here on how to pray the rosary with your family: http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-

worship/prayers-and-devotions/rosaries/how-to-pray-the-rosary.cfm

HOLD A FAMILY MEETING
ENDING IN PRAYER

3

What went well in our family this week?

What did not go well in our family?

What can we commit to working on this coming week?

 

Here is a possible format:

Open with an Our Father.

Discuss three questions (Make sure everyone gets to chime in, even the littles!)

1.

2.

3.

End with a prayer asking for God's blessing and help for your family. 

Close with a Hail Mary.

THREE TIPS FOR A HOLY SUNDAY
 

You may not be able to attend mass during this public health crisis,

but here are three simple ideas for how your family can

 keep holy the Lord's Day.
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“How has the quarantine effected how you
 celebrate your faith?” 

With shelter-in-place orders in several Oklahoma cities and a safer-in-place order for the state, public 
Masses are suspended until further notice. The Sooner Catholic asks parishioners across the archdiocese, 

how the circumstances have changed or enhanced how they celebrate their Catholic faith.

By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

Mary Smith, Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Okarche
“The quarantine has made me even more intentional about my celebration of faith. I miss going 

to Mass physically, but I appreciate seeing so many different celebrations throughout the week 
online and on Sundays. I believe God is calling me to immerse in scripture and we are called to 
respond through our faith to help our fellow neighbors and families.”

Davey Cusack, Saint Andrew Catholic Church, Moore
“I am retired, so I have adjusted to being home during the day. I have a routine of 

trying to get in my prayers and readings within the first few hours of the day. But it 
has interrupted going to daily Mass at Saint Andrew and my Wednesday mornings 
with my grandson Alexander at All Saints Catholic School in Norman (best day of my 
week).” 

Kerry Brinkley, Epiphany of the Lord Catholic Church, Oklahoma City
“Since we haven’t been able to go to Mass, we have been watching through our parish Face-

book page together as a family every Sunday and trying to participate as best we can! For our 
daughter, who is missing religious education classes, we have been focusing on the Easter sto-
ry. We also have been teaching her to pray the rosary.”

George Johnson, Corpus Christi Catholic Church, Oklahoma City
“My faith knows no quarantine. Faith, for me, is more than a place to gather with 

like-minded persons to share a set of common beliefs. At the top of every issue of 
The Sooner Catholic, there appears three words – ‘Go Make Disciples.’ The chal-
lenge with that is one must ‘come be a disciple’ first, then seek to ‘go make disci-
ples.’ For longer than I care to count, I have worked at following the Jesus example 
because in following him there is greater wisdom and faith, then we will find in any 
single gathering place.”

Rachel Gragg, Christ the King Catholic Church, Oklahoma City
“I find myself praying more and giving thanks as opposed to asking for something. My family 

is also praying more together and that is a very nice change. I hope to keep that after all this 
quiets down. I also have been using the Bible app and following a Lenten program called ‘Re-
membering the Life of Jesus.’”

Kali Smajstrla, Saint Anne Catholic Church, Broken Arrow
“We continue to practice our faith at home. We join our parish’s Masses online. Our 

parish provides Facebook Live Masses, daily devotionals and other very informative 
sessions for the overall parish on our faith as well as how to handle it during this 
quarantine. We have five boys ranging in age from 2 to 14 and it has been a chal-
lenge trying to do it with them all present. We light a candle and have a crucifix 
present during our Masses as well, just like we have in church.” 



When the spread of coronavi-
rus cancelled large gatherings 
across the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City, parishioners 
and staff turned to Facebook, 

YouTube and Zoom to share worship services 
with parishioners and conduct meetings with 
co-workers.

Parishes also found ways to adapt their vari-
ous ministries to continue to bring the Catholic 
faith to their people. 

Saint James the Greater 
Catholic Church –  Oklahoma 
City

At Saint James the Greater in 
Oklahoma City, parishioners who 
are retired or not working were 
recruited to keep the senior meal 
delivery program going after many 
of the regular volunteers took a 
temporary break due to COVID-19.

“Currently our Meals on Wheels 
ministry is the only program still 
in service,” coordinator Judy Me-
sa-Canady said. 

“Normally we prepare from-
scratch hot meals for about 20 to 
22 seniors every Thursday and 
Friday,” Mesa-Canady said. “Our 
group decided to continue to 
prepare hot meals and perishable 
food products every Thursday and 
deliver two days’ worth of food.” 

The usual two delivery routes 
were split into three to accommo-
date the larger amount of food de-
livered and the expected increase 
in service to more seniors shelter-
ing at home, she said.   

“We have volunteers that not 
only work in the kitchen and de-
liver meals, but take turns buying 
groceries. Each volunteer is special 
and enjoys sharing their talents – 
and sometimes treasure – to help 
the elderly,” Mesa-Canady said.  

She noted one silver lining: with 
only six volunteers allowed in the 
kitchen at one time, members of 
the group are spending time in the 
church praying individually.  

  
Saint Joseph Catholic 

Church – Norman 

Father Joseph Irwin moved Sat-
urday afternoon confessions to the 
front porch of the rectory at Saint 
Joseph in Norman to allow people 
to celebrate the sacrament while 
keeping a safe distance from him 
and each other.

“It worked pretty well,” Father Irwin said. “All 
priests are trying to find ways to minister as 
best they can. It’s a hard call.”

About 15 people came to the porch confession 
the first week. Father Irwin said normally three 
times that many would attend.

One parishioner told him her family is gather-
ing in the backyard to watch the parish’s Mass 
on Facebook Live on a large screen so they can 
all be together “celebrating Mass with you.” 

“It’s been good. Anything on Facebook gets 
lots of views,” Father Irwin said.

The parish has live-streamed Masses, ado-
ration and other prayer opportunities. Father 
Irwin also posts short cell phone videos with 
updates for parishioners.

Saint John the Baptist Catholic 
Church - Edmond

The staff at Saint John the Baptist in Edmond 
set a goal of calling every parish family – about 

3,350 households – to see how members are do-
ing spiritually and ask if they have any prayer 
intentions.

“It’s just a way to reach out to everybody,” 
said Stephanie Graham, director of steward-
ship, community life and communications. 
“We don’t have as much to do right now, so we 

decided ‘Let’s start calling.’”
The parish’s Samaritan House – which helps 

Edmond residents in emergency situations pay 
rent and utility bills and ensures they have food 
for their families – normally serves 70 to 75 
households a week.

“We don’t know how many that will decrease 
or increase (due to the pandemic),” coordinator 
Jesus Medina said. “The need for food is out 
there.”

He said adjustments have been made to limit 
exposure to both volunteers and clients.

Food availability is an issue. The Samari-
tan House normally buys food in bulk – three 
pallets per week – from Crest, but the grocery 
store currently needs the products to fill its own 

shelves, Medina said.
Many of the ministry’s volun-

teers are in the high-risk age 
group so fewer than half are cur-
rently working, he said.

Days of operation were cut to 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
rather than every weekday.

“Everyone who’s continuing to 
volunteer is taking a great risk to 
their health. I think that’s re-
markable,” Medina said.

The parish also is broadcast-
ing morning prayer and evening 
prayer with the priests, daily 
Mass and Sunday Mass every 
Sunday at 11:30.

Epiphany of the Lord Cath-
olic Church – Oklahoma City 

Tracy Russo said the staff at 
Epiphany of the Lord in Okla-
homa City have become video 
gurus.

“Our parish has purchased 
Zoom and is still having most of 
our meetings and faith formation 
via Zoom,” said Russo, youth and 
young adult director.

A “check-in and pray time” 
hour at 10 a.m. daily, except 
Sunday, is attracting people of all 
ages from near and far, and the 
parish website features things 
families can do together during 
this time to stay busy and keep 
connected to their faith, she said.  

“We have sent out hundreds 
of the old-fashioned snail mail 
letters to, hopefully, everyone,” 
Russo said.

She also has been working on 
letter packets for all parish youth 
that include a blessed piece of 
cloth each cut from the same bolt 
of fabric. Families are encouraged 
to set up sacred spaces in their 
homes and include the cloths to 
connect them to each other, she 
said.

“We’re pretty tangible people and want to 
physically touch our faith, so this piece of cloth 
is something that will hopefully remind every-
one that even though we aren’t able to hold 
each other’s hands during prayer, we are still 
connected,” Russo said.

K.S. McNutt is a freelance writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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Confessions on the front porch

Mary Blake fills a cooler with meals to be delivered through the St. James 
Meals on Wheels program.

Parishes are trying new ways to stay connected 
during COVID-19 quarantine 

By K.S. McNutt 
The Sooner Catholic

Vince Nizza prepares ground turkey casserole with noodles while Mary Ellen Wolf packs nonperishable food items for delivery. Photos Bruce Baker

Mary Ellen Wolf packs nonperishable food items for delivery for the St. 
James Meals on Wheels program. 

St. James Meals on Wheels volunteer Mary Teresa Ragland delivers food to pa-
rishioner Helen Mindt. 



Happy Easter! Though this year is far differ-
ent from other Easters, and has the lingering 
presence of COVID-19, we still find ourselves 
rejoicing in the Resurrection and filled with 
hope because death no longer has a hold on 
us. “O death, where is your victory, o death, 
where is your sting?!” (I Cor. 15:55)

It is Easter in fact, more than anything 
else, that gives us hope right now during this 
health crisis, amid all the uncertainty going on 
around us. Jesus rose from the dead! Death 
could not hold him (Acts 2:24). And, through 
him, as his followers, we have the same pow-
er. Even in the face of our dire circumstances, 
we need not fear (Isaiah 35:4, 41:10, Mt. 6:34, 
John 14:27 – there are many more!).

 Lest we allow our present circumstances to 
become too overwhelming, sometimes it’s good 
to see things from another perspective. There 
have been many other times throughout the 
history of the Church where Christians faced 
similar circumstances for far longer periods of 
time than this.

“In the year 165, a devastating plague swept 
through the Roman Empire. During the 15-
year epidemic, a quarter to a third of the pop-
ulation probably died of it.” (Rodney Stark, The 
Triumph of Christianity: How the Jesus Move-
ment Became the World’s Largest Religion, New 
York: Harper, 2011, 114-119).

A second plague struck in 249 that lasted an-
other 13 years. At the height of the outbreak, 
it is said that Rome lost an estimated 5,000 
people a day to the disease. Ironically, it was 
during these horrible plagues that the Church 
grew the most.

We can look to the Old Testament and see 
even longer stretches of time of great suf-
fering. The Israelites were in captivity to the 
Egyptians for 150 years. The Babylonian exile 
lasted more than 40 years, followed by oc-
cupation by the Persians, then the Greeks, 
then the Romans. Many faithful Jews lived 
their entire lives in dire circumstances with 
seemingly no intervention from the God they 
believed in and worshipped. This is in stark 
contrast to the lives most of us have lived, 
with relatively every religious freedom imagin-
able available to us.

Their lived experience led to the oft quot-
ed phrase from scripture, “How long O Lord!” 
(Psalm 6, 13, 35, 79, 80, 89; Isaiah 6; Habak-
kuk 1; Zechariah 1). The people cried out to 
God, longing for his return, and longing for him 
to deliver them from their oppressors. We can 
find ourselves these days with a similar cry 
welling up within us, “How long will this virus 
last O Lord?! How much can we all take before 
you save us?” 

I hope the stories I have shared give encour-
agement and inspiration. Others have gone this 
way, and they emerged from the hysteria. The 

early plagues actually were the primary source 
of growth in the Church during the first several 
hundred years of our history. It was the bold 
witness of many Christians, serving the poor 
and the sick that led to conversions of entire 
families after the epidemics were over.

During 
this 
Easter 
season, 
I want 
to en-
courage 
everyone 
to reflect 
on the 
source of this bold witness. The encounter with 
the person of Jesus Christ and the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit was what many of these early 
Christians pointed to when asked why they 
lived the way they did. That same source is 
ever present for us and can help us to be those 
kinds of witnesses in our own time. The Easter 
season, leading up to Pentecost, is the per-
fect opportunity to spend more time getting to 
know the Holy Spirit. 

Archbishop Coakley is inviting us all to learn 
more about the Holy Spirit. There are several 
ways you can do that this Easter season: 

The Wild Goose Study Series – Reacquaint 
yourself with the Holy Spirit through a sev-
en-week video reflection by “The Ministry of the 
Wild Goose.” The series is led by Father Dave 
Pivonka, president of Franciscan University. 
The videos are available for free on WildGoose.
TV. Seven of the 14 episodes are recommend-
ed, and special study materials have been de-
veloped to guide you through the Easter season 
to Pentecost. 

Pentecost Novena – Archbishop Coakley in-
vites all the faithful to pray the Novena to the 
Holy Spirit with him in the nine days leading 
up to the Feast of Pentecost. 

Join us for a livestream of the Pentecost Vigil 
Mass with Archbishop Coakley on Saturday, 
May 30. We’re not sure if restrictions will be 
lifted by then or not, but archbishop will be 
celebrating the Mass that evening either way. 
Plan to join him with your family to celebrate 
this awesome feast of the Church, and to pray 
with the archbishop for a greater outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit in our Church and in our own 
archdiocese.

More information for all three available at 
archokc.org/holyspirit. 
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How long O Lord?
Real Life Disciples

Jim Beckman
Executive Director 

of the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis

This month, we will be cele-
brating Divine Mercy Sunday on 
April 19. Saint Faustina Kowalska 
(1905-1938), a Polish nun, experi-
enced visions and other revelations 
from Jesus Christ starting in 1931 
and concluding with her death in 
1938. Saint Faustina was asked 
to keep a diary of her experiences 
that has become very popular to 
those interested in the Divine Mer-
cy spirituality. 

Jesus revealed to Saint Faustina 
in 1931 an image of himself with 
two rays coming from his pierced 
heart, one red and one pale. He 
also wanted the words, “Jesus, I 
trust in You” at the bottom of the 
image. Jesus wanted this image to 

be painted and spread throughout 
the world. 

It took some time to convince her 
confessor to allow this to be done. 
Now, the image can be seen all 
over the world. Jesus also revealed 
to Saint Faustina that he wanted 
the second Sunday after Easter to 
be declared Divine Mercy Sunday 
whereby people can gain a plenary 
indulgence by going to confes-
sion and receiving communion or 
a partial indulgence. Jesus also 
revealed to Saint Faustina the Di-
vine Mercy novena and the Divine 
Mercy chaplet. Saint John Paul II 
declared in 2000 that the second 
Sunday of Easter to be Divine Mer-
cy Sunday as Jesus had wanted. 
The year 2000 also is the year that 
Saint Faustina was canonized.

This book is a collection of 11 

women who wrote about their ex-
periences in coming to know Saint 
Fausti-
na or of 
her in-
fluence 
in their 
lives. 
The two 
editors 
provide their own chapters. 
The authors tell their stories, 
some of which had been pub-
lished previously, and finish 
with a prayer. 

The stories are very spir-
itually uplifting and provide 
some information about Saint 
Faustina and Divine Mercy. The 
general reader will enjoy these 
inspiring stories. There are study 
questions toward the end of the 

book for each chapter. 
There is a short bibliography 

and there are biographies of the 
authors. The 
various authors 
quote from Saint 
Faustina’s diary. 
The Divine Mercy 
novena and the 
chaplet are provided 
in the book. This 
book is highly rec-
ommended to those 
interested in Saint 
Faustina and Divine 
Mercy and how both 

have had a positive influence on 
people’s lives. 

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., from 
Saint Gregory’s Abbey, is a free-
lance writer for the Sooner Catholic.

“Our Friend Faustina: life lessons in Divine Mercy”

By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 
The Sooner Catholic

Divine Mercy Sunday is April 19

Opening prayer each day:

Come Holy Spirit,
fill the hearts of your faithful

and kindle in them the
fire of your love.

Send forth your Spirit and 
they shall be created.

And You shall renew the
face of the earth.

O, God, who by the light of 
the Holy Spirit,

did instruct the hearts of 
the faithful,

grant that by the same 
Holy Spirit

we may be truly wise and 
ever enjoy His consolations,
Through Christ Our Lord,

Amen.

Pentecost Novena

Visit archokc.org/holyspirit

It was a beautiful Easter Sun-
day morning in Oklahoma City. 
The sun was out, and the morning 
temperature was already 70. No 
doubt that it would be warmer by 
the time they left 11 a.m. Mass at 
Saint James. 

Mom was finishing in the kitch-
en and you could smell the coffee, 
pancakes and bacon all through 
the house. Dad was helping the 
kids get dressed, and 
grandma visiting for 
the Easter holydays 
was watching EWTN. 
This wasn’t a normal 
Sunday. Easter had 
arrived.

Johnny was almost 
done with his brand-
new Easter outfit while 
his little sister looked 
great in her new dress. 
Grandma had gifted 
them the new clothes 
for Easter.

In a few weeks, 
Johnny would be 
making his First Com-
munion. Dad thought 
it was a good opportu-
nity for Johnny to show grandma 
all he had learned in his catechism 
classes, so just before sitting down 
for breakfast, he had him recite 
his prayers to grandma. He was 
perfect.

Grandma asked Johnny a big 
question, “What does it mean to 
receive your First Communion?” 
Johnny, while sitting down for 
his pancakes and bacon, replied, 
“That’s easy! We get to eat Je-
sus!” His little sister’s eyes opened 
wide and she asked out loud, “Is 
that true?” Mom responded, “Yes 
honey, that’s true. But, there’s a 
lot more to it than that. In a few 

years, you will get to go to cate-
chism classes and learn all about 
Jesus and receiving him in the 
Eucharist.”

“Eucalist, I like that word. It 
sounds funny!’ she said with a 

laugh while going for another piece 
of bacon.

Grandma, with a big grin and 
while enjoying her morning coffee, 
asks another question. “Johnny, 
why is today important?” Johnny 
paused, then smiled and an-
swered, “Jesus wins. The bad guys 
lose. They killed him on Friday, 
but he came back to life on Easter 
morning!” 

Grandma laughing said, 
“I’ve never heard it put that 
way but, yes, that’s the gen-
eral idea.”

Then, while looking at his 
dad Johnny says, “You know 
dad, it would be great to see 
the Easter Jesus! You know, 
coming out of the cave like 
in the movie we saw. Jesus 
beating death and full of life. 
Seeing him for real would 
be great!” Dad smiling said, 
“OK. I’ll make sure you get to 
see him today!” Johnny can’t 
believe what he just heard 
and asked, “How dad?” “Just 
wait.” 

Soon after grandma’s sec-
ond cup of coffee they were 

on their way to Mass. 
Father Pruett had a great Easter 

homily and the music was so fes-
tive even Johnny wanted to dance. 
Then Johnny asked his dad, “Dad, 
when are we going to see the 

Easter Jesus? Where is he going to 
be?” “Be patient Johnny, any min-
ute now, right here at Mass we’ll 
get to see him.” 

A few seconds later, at the altar, 
Father Pruett took the host, the 
bread, into his hands and while 
bowing reverently said, “Take this, 
all of you, and eat of it, for this is 
my body, which will be given up 
for you.”

He lifted the consecrated host 
and showed him to the people.

Dad, pointing to the altar and 
the consecrated host, tells Johnny 
with joy, “There Johnny, there is 
our Easter Jesus! Full of life and 
loving us in the Eucharist! Like he 
just came out of the cave where he 
was buried for three days.” 

Grandma, who was listening in 
on the conversation hugged Johnny 
and quietly whispered in his ear, 
“Happy Easter Johnny! Our Easter 
Jesus loves you and I love you too!”
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Johnny meets the risen Jesus
An Easter story

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Faith grows during trials

Anamaría 
Scaperlanda  

Biddick 
For the Sooner 

Catholic

A Millennial Journey in Faith

On a recent morning, my chil-
dren and I ventured to the green 
space at our park, each of us 
carrying a Styrofoam boat to float 
in the seasonal ponds situated at 
the base of the fallen elm trees. A 
combination of wind and sticks 
guided each boat safely across 
the pond, with the occasional one 
trapped in the reeds and the rare 
capsized boat rescued by its atten-
tive owner.

Increasingly, sails were adjusted, 
and boats were situated for the 
wind to serve as a power source. 
Each and every pond was used, 
noticing their differing depths and 
lengths. 

Three lovely girls testing toy 
boats, pushing them with sticks, 
dwarfed by towering trees, the 
leaves still budding, surrounded 
by wet, muddy grass: a picture of 
idyllic childhood springtime. And 
yet, a crisis brewed throughout the 
world.

Even here, the darkness of the 
crisis touches upon our lives: my 
almost 2-year-old is denied her 
request to swing; my older chil-
dren, aware of the virus, keep their 
distance from the playground and 
other people; on our walk home, 
our neighbors walk on the grass, 

allowing our stroller to use the 
sidewalk.

More than these small chang-
es, the crisis looms in my own 
thoughts: the new number of 
deaths and hospitalizations in 
Oklahoma, the rising unemploy-
ment, the new data out of Italy 
suggesting its staggering death 
toll is even higher than the official 
count, the fear for my mother and 
grandmother, my eldest’s godfa-
ther, a friend’s daughter – all those 
I know who are at higher risk of 
serious complications. My desire 
and my inability to help rise to the 
surface simultaneously, provoking 
supplication from the depths of my 
heart.

“Jesus takes advantage of every 
circumstance to show his disciples 
his way of facing all that happens, 
every unexpected, even painful 
ones, that they might experience 
the relevance of his presence, of 
the relationship with him of faith – 
to life’s needs,” I read. These words 
were written by Father Julian Car-
ron, head of the international lay 
movement Communion and Lib-
eration, during the current crisis, 
when all of the members of C.L. in 
northern Italy are affected. They 
echo what the founder of C.L., 

Servant of God Luigi Giussani, in-
sisted time and time again: Christ 
is in the circumstances. Reality is 
given to us as a path to know him, 
to become more aware of his pres-
ence and more attached to him.

Following this path, a doctor and 
mother in Northern Italy wrote 
to Father Carron, “Trials are the 
way faith can grow, if our free-
dom is put into play in the face of 
that Christ that ask everything of 
us. This is dizzying. We have to 
entrust ourselves and accept the 
risk. The certainty that sustains 
our life is a bond, and there is a 
journey to make before we arrive 
at that affective certainty. Circum-
stances are given to us to help us 
become more attached to the one 
who calls us in a mysterious way. 
Faith is trusting that he is calling 
us. ‘It is only when a well-founded 
hope prevails that we are able to 
face our circumstances without 
running away.’”

This doctor, who elsewhere in 
her letter states that she is living 
apart from her family in order not 
to infect them with coronavirus, 
who is spending her days treating 
patients suffering from serious 
complications due to the virus, can 
enter into these trials by adhering 

herself more fully to Christ.
Can I do the same?
Can I, in much less dramatic 

circumstances, entrust myself 
to Christ? Can I continue on the 
journey toward certainty, without 
becoming defeated? Can I adhere 
to the mysterious presence of 
Christ?

I take steps on the journey by 
anchoring my day in prayer – the 
Angelus three times a day, morn-
ing prayer and evening prayer at a 
minimum – and paying attention 
to the circumstances given to me, 
starting in my own home. Each 
day, I fail, but I continue to walk. 
Each day, my certainty grows. My 
certainty does not lie in knowing 
what this moment of crisis will 
bring or how it will resolve, but 
in Christ, who became man and 
dwells among us.

Anamaria Scaperlanda Biddick 
is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

The Resurrection is depicted in a 15th-century painting by 
Italian painter Andrea Mantegna. CNS photo/Bridgeman 
Images.



A los fieles de la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City,

Sigo orando por ti y por todos los fieles mientras trabaja-
mos para adaptarnos a nuestra nueva normalidad durante 
las próximas semanas. Gracias a todos los que han con-
tinuado ofreciendo Misas privadas, los que celebran Misa y 
ofrecen oraciones en línea, y todos los que se han manteni-
do conectados de muchas otras maneras. La presencia de 
nuestra fe ha levantado los espíritus, ofrecido esperanza y 
hecho que esta tiempo esté más lleno de fe.

En marzo, emití una directiva suspendiendo Misas públi-
cas hasta después del 16 de abril. Recientemente, el gober-
nador Stitt y otros líderes cívicos y de salud extendieron 
las órdenes de estar seguros en sus casas y refugiarse en 
su lugar hasta fin de mes.

Con la situación siempre cambiante, suspenderé las Mis-
as públicas en la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City más allá 
de Pascua y hasta nuevo aviso. Todas las demás disposi-
ciones y precauciones permanecen en su lugar.

Debemos permanecer firmes en nuestra fe y saber que no 
estamos solos. Oremos los unos por los otros y por todos 
los que están enfermos o afectados por este virus. Contin-
uaremos manteniéndolos informado con más cambios y 
ajustes según sea necesario.

Fielmente suyos en Cristo,

Reverendísimo Paul S. Coakley,
Arzobispo de Oklahoma City
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

La Larga Cuaresma de 2020

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

“Algo extraño está sucediendo: hay un gran 
silencio en la tierra hoy, un gran silencio y 
quietud. Toda la tierra guarda silencio porque 
el Rey está dormido.”  Estas son palabras de 
una antigua homilía para el Sábado Santo que 
el Oficio de Lectura de la Iglesia ofrece para la 
oración cada año en ese día. Considera de una 
manera palpable y sugerente la pausa silenciosa 
entre la muerte del Señor el Viernes Santo y su 
triunfante resurrección el Domingo de Pascua.

Este número del Sooner Catholic se publicará 
el Domingo de Pascua, pero sospecho que para 
la mayoría de nosotros todavía parecerá que la 
Cuaresma larga de 2020 continúa. Todavía se 
siente mucho como el Sábado Santo. Estamos 
esperando con corazones llenos de esperanza. 
Hay “un gran silencio en la tierra hoy”.

Estamos refugiados en el lugar. Debido a 
nuestra preocupación por nuestra salud y la 
de los demás, estamos practicando el distan-
ciamiento social para frenar la propagación 
del virus. Nos sentimos aislados. Echamos de 
menos nuestras rutinas ordinarias y contac-
tos sociales. Ni siquiera nos hemos reunido 
para cantar nuestras alabanzas de Pascua con 
nuestra comunidad parroquial. No se celebra 
una Misa pública en ninguna de nuestras ig-
lesias parroquiales para el Domingo de Pascua 
o en el futuro previsible. El ayuno cuaresmal 
continúa en la forma de un ayuno prolongado 
de la Sagrada Eucaristía.

“Algo extraño está sucediendo”, ¿tal vez algo 
sin precedentes? Nadie que vive hoy recuerda 
que el 4 de octubre de 1918, se envió una carta 
a los sacerdotes de la Arquidiócesis de Filadel-
fia durante una crisis similar que decía:

Reverendo y Estimado Señor:

Por la presente, dirigimos su atención a la 
orden de la Junta de Salud, emitida el jueves 3 
de octubre, que prohíbe asambleas de todas las 
personas en las iglesias y escuelas de Filadelfia 
hasta nuevo aviso.

Suyo fielmente en Cristo,

+ D.J. Doughterty
Arzobispo de Filadelfia

Indudablemente, tales prohibiciones fueron 
comunes durante la pandemia de la influenza 
de 1918. Esa crisis ya pasó y ésta también pas-
ará. Dios está con nosotros.

Podemos continuar experimentando durante 
bastante tiempo el miedo, la vulnerabilidad, 
la inseguridad económica y la carga de nues-
tra propia mortalidad a raíz del coronavirus, 
COVID-19. Nuestra propia experiencia de la 
alegría y la victoria de la Pascua podría ret-
rasarse este año. Pero Cristo ha resucitado. 
¡Realmente ha Resucitado!

Jesús, el Hijo de Dios, asumió nuestra debili-
dad y mortalidad humana. Las abrazó para que 
no sufriéramos solos. Nos invita a unir nues-
tras angustias y sufrimientos a los suyos mien-
tras se ofrece a si mismo al Padre por nuestros 
pecados y los pecados del mundo.

¡Esta crisis pasará porque Jesucristo es 
victorioso! Porque Dios es fiel ¡Su misericordia 
perdura para siempre! Es posible que ten-
gamos que experimentar la espera del Sábado 
Santo un poco más, pero es un momento lleno 
de gracia. Durante este tiempo, nos estamos 
volviendo más conscientes de las necesidades 
de los demás. Espero que seamos más paci-

entes, amables y 
comprensivos con 
los demás. Todos 
estamos so-
portando cargas 
similares, aun-
que algunas son 
más pesadas   que 
otras.

Le pido a Dios que nuestra experiencia de 
solidaridad provocada por la pandemia global 
del coronavirus, COVID-19, continúe encon-
trando expresión en nuestras actitudes y ac-
ciones mucho después de que pase esta crisis. 
Mi oración es que nuestro anhelo actual por la 
Sagrada Eucaristía y los sacramentos produzca 
un compromiso renovado de compartir plena-
mente la vida y los sacramentos de la Iglesia 
mucho después de que nuestras Misas a través 
del internet y las iglesias cerradas den paso a 
puertas abiertas y celebraciones en persona de 
la Misa y los sacramentos una vez más.

Sobre todo, le pido a Dios para que podamos 
experimentar nuevamente nuestra necesi-
dad del Señor, quien solo puede satisfacer 
los anhelos más profundos de nuestros cora-
zones y que podamos recurrir a él y encontrar 
la alegría. Él nos ofrece su amistad, y no hay 
mayor consuelo que eso.

Mi oración es que la invitación que recibimos 
cuando estuvimos marcados con cenizas para 
comenzar esta Cuaresma tan larga encuentre 
un nuevo significado en esta temporada de 
Pascua: arrepiéntase y cree en el Evangelio.

¡Cristo ha Resucitado! ¡Aleluya!

Arzobispo suspende 
Misas públicas 

“hasta nuevo aviso”
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Juanito se encuentra con Jesús resucitado
Un cuentecito para la Pascua

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Era una hermosa mañana de 
Domingo de Pascua en la Ciudad 
de Oklahoma. El sol había salido 
y la temperatura de la mañana ya 
era de 70 grados. Sin duda, sería 
más cálido para cuando salieran 
de la Misa en español de las 1:15 
p.m. en Santiago Apóstol.

Mamá estaba terminando en la 
cocina y se podía oler el rico café, 
los panqueques y el 
tocino por toda la casa. 
Papá estaba ayudando 
a los niños a vestirse y 
la abuelita, que esta-
ba de visita para estos 
días festivos de Pascua, 
estaba viendo EWTN en 
español. Este domin-
go no era un domingo 
común y corriente. Llegó 
la Pascua.

Juanito casi había 
terminado de vestirse 
con su nueva ropa para 
la Pascua, mientras que 
su hermana pequeña se 
veía genial con su nuevo 
vestido. La abuelita les 
había regalado la ropa 
nueva para Pascua.

En unas pocas semanas, Juani-
to estaría haciendo su Primera 
Comunión. Papá pensó que era 
una buena oportunidad para que 
Juanito le mostrara a la abuelita 
todo lo que había aprendido en sus 
clases de catecismo, así que justo 
antes de sentarse a desayunar, 
le hizo recitar sus oraciones a la 

abuela. Lo hizo perfecto. 
Abuelita le hizo a Juanito una 

gran pregunta: “Juanito… ¿Qué 
significa recibir tu Primera Co-
munión?”. Mientras se sentaba 
a comer panqueques y tocino, 
respondió: “¡Eso es fácil! ¡Podemos 
comernos a Jesús!” Los ojos de su 
hermana pequeña se abrieron y le 
preguntó en voz alta a su mamá: 

“¿Eso es verdad mamá?” Mamá 
respondió: “Sí cariño, eso es cierto. 
Pero, hay mucho más que eso. En 
unos años, irás a clases de cate-
cismo y aprenderás todo acerca de 
Jesús y lo recibirás en la Eucar-
istía”.

“Eucalistía, me gusta esa pa-
labra. ¡Suena rara!”, dijo entre 

risas mientras buscaba otro trozo 
de tocino.

Abuelita, con una gran sonrisa y 
mientras disfrutaba de su café le 
hace otra pregunta. “Juanito, ¿por 
qué es importante el día de hoy?” 
Juanito hizo una pausa, luego 
sonrió y respondió: “Jesús gana. 
Los malos pierden. ¡Lo mataron 
el viernes, pero volvió a la vida la 

mañana de Pascua!”
La abuela riéndose dijo: 

“Nunca lo había escuchado 
así, pero sí, esa es la idea 
general”.

Luego, mientras mira 
a su padre, Juanito dice: 
“¡Sabes papá, sería genial 
ver al Jesús de la Pascua! 
Ya sabes, saliendo de la 
tumba como en la película 
que vimos. Jesús ganando 
sobre la muerte y lleno de 
vida. ¡Verlo de verdad sería 
genial! Papá sonriendo dijo: 
“Está bien. ¡Me aseguraré 
de que lo veas hoy! “ Juani-
to no puede creer lo que 
acaba de escuchar y le pre-
guntó: “¿Cómo papá?” “Solo 

espera” respondió su padre.
Poco después de la segunda taza 

de café de la abuela, se dirigían a 
Misa.

El padre Cristóbal ofreció una 
muy animada homilía de Pascua 
y la música era tan festiva que 
incluso Juanito quería bailar. 
Entonces Juanito le preguntó a su 
papá: “Papá, ¿cuándo veremos al 

Jesús de la Pascua? ¿Dónde va a 
estar?” “Ten paciencia Juanito, en 
cualquier momento, aquí mismo 
en la Misa lo podremos ver” dijo 
papá.

Unos segundos más tarde, en 
el altar, el Padre Cristóbal tomó 
el pan en sus manos y, mien-
tras se inclinaba reverentemente, 
dijo: “Tomad y comed todos de él, 
porque esto es mi cuerpo, que será 
entregado por vosotros.” Ense-
guida levantó a la Sagrada Hos-
tia consagrada y se lo mostró al 
pueblo. 

El papá, señalando hacia el 
altar y a la Sagrada Hostia en las 
manos del padre Cristóbal, le dice 
a Juanito con mucha alegría: “¡Ahí 
Juanito, ahí está nuestro Jesús 
de la Pascua! ¡Lleno de vida y 
amándonos en la Eucaristía! Como 
si acabara de salir de la tumba 
donde estuvo enterrado durante 
tres días”. 

Abuelita, que estaba escuchando 
la conversación, abrazó a Juanito 
y le susurró en voz baja al oído: 
“¡Feliz Pascua, Juanito! ¡Jesús 
Nuestra Pascua te ama y yo tam-
bién te amo mucho!”

La Resurrección se representa en una pintura del siglo XV 
del pintor italiano Andrea Mantegna. CNS foto/Bridgeman 
Images.



Please contact event or meeting 
organizers before attending.

Archbishop Coakley online Mass 
on Tuesdays

Join Archbishop Coakley for 
online daily Mass each Tuesday in 
April livestreamed from his home 
chapel. Watch the Mass online at 
archokc.org/live or on Facebook 
Live on the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City Facebook page.

COVID-19 information, online 
Mass list

Find a list of online daily and 
Sunday Masses, prayers, an act 
of spiritual communion and other 
resources related to the quaran-
tines and coronavirus at archokc.
org/health.

Support your parish
Even though public Masses are 

suspended, parishes and priests 
still need financial support from 
parishioners. Find online giving 
links and mailing addresses for 
your parish at    
archokc.org/parishgiving. 

Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting 
service launched

The new Catholic Bishop Abuse 
Reporting service launched on 
March 16. The third-party report-
ing service is responsible for re-

ceiving allegations of sexual abuse 
against current or retired bishops 
in the United States. Allegations 
can be made to the toll-free num-
ber (800) 276-1562 or online at 
reportbishopabuse.org. The re-
porting party can choose to remain 
anonymous. For more information, 
go online to archokc.org/clergy-
abusereport. To report abuse by 
clergy, volunteers or church and 
school employees, call (405) 720-
9878. If a child is in immediate 
danger, call 9-1-1. 

Se lanza Servicio para Informar 
sobre Abusos de Obispos 
Católicos

El nuevo servicio para Informar 
sobre Abusos de Obispos Católicos 
se lanzó el 16 de marzo. El servicio 
de informes de terceras partes es 
responsable de recibir denuncias 
de abuso sexual contra obispos 
actuales o retirados en los Estados 
Unidos. Se pueden realizar de-
nuncias al número gratuito (800) 
276-1562 o en línea en reportbish-
opabuse.org. La parte informan-
te puede optar por permanecer 
en el anonimato. Para obtener 
más información, vaya en línea a 
archokc.org/clergyabusereport. 
Para denunciar el abuso por parte 
del clero, voluntarios o empleados 
de la iglesia y la escuela, llame al 
(405) 720-9878. Si un niño está en 

peligro inmediato, llame al 9-1-1.

Study guides available! 
Archbishop Coakley encourages 

all clergy and lay people to spend 
time studying the latest pastoral 
letter, “Go Make Disciples! Build-
ing a Culture of Conversion and 
Discipleship for the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City” with the help 
of new study guides in English 
and Spanish. The letter and pas-
toral plan lay out the vision for 
the archdiocese through 2030. 
Find the pastoral letter and study 
guides at archokc.org/Vision2030.

Become a seminarian pen pal!
Our seminarians are away from 

home for months at a time during 
their formation. To become a 
Seminarian Pen Pal, go online to 
archokc.org/penpal, find their 
addresses and write a note.

Deacon formation program
The application period is open 

for the Permanent Deacon Class 
of 2025. To apply, meet with the 
pastor at the parish where you are 
registered. The pastor will request 
an application be e-mailed to you. 
Complete application and provide 
supporting documents; e-mail 
completed application as instructed 
in the packet for review and assess-
ment. Applications will be accepted 
through May 29. E-mail questions 
to nmejstrik@archokc.org.

CFO scholarship deadline
An online application is avail-

able on the Catholic Foundation 
of Oklahoma Inc. website at www.
cfook.org. The deadline is April 
20. All applications must be 
completed online. For assistance 
contact (405) 721-4115.

Radiothon
The Oklahoma Catholic Radio 

Spring Radiothon is May 5-6. The 
Fall Radiothon is Nov. 10-11. Visit 
okcr.org to find a local station.

Memorial Day Masses
Archbishop Coakley will cele-

brate Mass at 9 a.m. and Arch-
bishop Emeritus Beltran will 
celebrate Mass at 11 a.m. on May 
25 at Resurrection Memorial Cem-
etery Chapel in Oklahoma City. 

Angels of Destiny
The Deaconess Pregnancy and 

Adoption Angels of Destiny event 
is May 28 at the National Cowboy 
and Western Heritage Museum. 
The speaker is Tony Dungy, for-
mer NFL football coach and father 
of 10, seven of whom are adopt-
ed. Tickets $150 pp and include 
dinner. Visit www.deaconessadop-
tion.org or call (405) 949-4200. 
Sponsorships available.

Archbishop’s Pentecost Vigil 
Mass

A Vigil Mass for the Feast of 
Pentecost with Archbishop Coak-
ley will be at 5 p.m. May 30. If 
the shelter-in-place order is still 

in effect, the Mass will be live-
streamed. Join in prayer for a 
greater outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit and a New Pentecost in the 
archdiocese. Text PENTECOSTNO-
VENA to 84576 or visit archokc.
flocknote.com/Novena2020 to 
receive daily prayers leading up 
to Pentecost. Prayers also avail-
able at www.archokc.org/devo-
tion-to-the-holy-spirit.

Gospel of Life School
The Gospel of Life Disciples pres-

ent Dedicate Yourself to Disciple-
ship: Encounter Christ through 
prayer, study, community and 
service.” The summer session is 
June - August and fall session is 
September – December. Contact 
Jim Armour at (405) 278-6659, 
jim@gospeloflifedisciples.org.

Mental illness presentation
The National Alliance on Mental 

Illness Greater OKC will be pre-
senting a program to all priests, 
deacons, parish staff, youth min-
isters and ushers concerning how 
the Catholic community responds 
to the mentally ill and their fami-
lies. The event is 9 a.m. June 11 at 
St. John the Baptist in Edmond. 
RSVP at (405) 408-0886.

Life of the Party Gala
Willow Pregnancy Support 16th 

annual Life of the Party Gala is 6 
p.m. June 13 at Embassy Suites 
Hotel Downtown OKC, 741 N. 
Phillips Ave. Tickets are $150. 
Table sponsorship available. Visit 
willowpregnancy.org or call Carrie 
Rossow at (405) 606-8426

A Day of Reflection
“Our Mother’s Heart: The Im-

maculate Treasure of Love” with 
Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., 
will be 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. June 20 
at St. Gregory’s Abbey in Shaw-
nee. Early bird discount $30; $35 
at the door, includes lunch. Con-
tact (405) 878-5656, retreats@
monksok.org.

Join the Serra Club
The Serra Club of Oklahoma 

City is a group of lay women and 
men who promote and pray for 
vocations in the archdiocese. The 
group meets at 10:30 a.m. on 
the third Tuesday of each month 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Expressway. All 
welcome. The meetings will begin 
again following the removal of the 
Oklahoma City shelter-in-place 
order.

Reunion
St. Anthony Catholic School 

Alumni Association all-school 
reunion is 1 p.m. Aug. 1, at the St. 
Anthony School Activity Center for 
anyone who attended St. Antho-
ny school 1917-1970. Barbecue 
dinner, $20 pp. Send money to 
Maxine Hinshaw, 2208 Fieldstone 
Ct., Okmulgee 74447 by June 15. 
Contact Larry Biddle at certplus@
hotmail.com or (918) 756-1792.
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Briefs

Sister Bernice Taylor, A.S.C., a 
teacher who saw the humor in life 
and loved to tell stories, died March 
10. She was 100 years old and had 
lived 78 years as a professed Adorer 
of the Blood of Christ.

Born Dec. 25, 1919, to Frank and 
Mary Anna (Kotrba) Taylor, in Can-
ute, she was baptized Angeline Ma-
rie at Saint Francis Catholic Church. She was bilingual 
and proud of her Czech heritage.

 She became a postulant in September 1940, pro-
nounced first vows in August 1942, and final vows five 
years later. Bernice began her long teaching career in 
1943 in Colwich, Kan. She attended college classes in 
the summers for her first degree, a bachelor’s in educa-
tion from Saint Mary College in Leavenworth in 1953, 
then earned a master’s in education from Saint Louis 
University in 1959. 

She spent the next 50 years as an elementary school 
teacher, principal, assistant professor in the graduate 
student teaching program at Newman College, now New-
man University, and as a volunteer at Newman library. 
She taught more than 25 years in Kansas and Oklahoma 
elementary schools, including Saint Francis Xavier School 
in Stillwater from 1949-1952, Saint Mary School in McA-
lester from 1956-1958, Saint Francis School in Canute in 
1958, Saint Joseph School in Elk City in 1959, and Holy 
Trinity Catholic School in Okarche from 1960-1963.

She moved to the Wichita Center in 2000. She was 
buried in the community cemetery in Wichita.

Sr. Bernice Taylor

Sr. Bernice Taylor
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April

Easter Sunday of the 
Resurrection of the Lord.

Archbishop Coakley will cel-
ebrate Mass online from The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help at 10 a.m. Watch 
live at archokc.org/live or on 
Facebook.

Jobs Box
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine
executive director

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking an executive director 
for the Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine. 
This position is responsible for 
the operation of the shrine, which 
is under construction in Oklaho-
ma City. Duties include leading 
the planning and execution of all 
business and operational aspects 
of the shrine; providing executive 
leadership for lay employees and 
contractors supporting the shine; 
strategic planning for the facili-
ties, programs, resource develop-
ment and outreach; serving as the 
assistant secretary of the board of 
directors for the shrine corpora-
tion as a non-voting member; and 
promotion of pilgrimages and other 
activities on the campus. Must be a 
faithful Catholic active in parish life 
and forms life around the teachings 
of the Church; possess a bachelor’s 
degree from an accredited institu-
tion of higher education (a master’s 
degree in business or other disci-

pline using analytical processes 
preferred); five years in executive 
leadership with complete financial 
responsibility; demonstrated ability 
to provide oversight to staff and 
volunteers. Experience in shrine 
leadership preferred. Bilingual in 
Spanish strongly preferred. Send 
inquiries and resumes to nlargent@
archokc.org.

REACH instructor
Bishop McGuinness Catho-

lic High School seeks a REACH 
instructor. Responsible for im-
plementing an academic support 
program for students. Must be cer-
tified in special education. For the 
full job description and to apply, 
visit www.bmchs.org/employment.

Principal - Okarche
Holy Trinity in Okarche is seek-

ing a principal for the 2020-2021 
school year. The qualified appli-
cant must be a practicing Catholic 
and have a minimum five years of 
teaching experience. Administra-

tive experience preferred. Salary 
and benefits will be commensurate 
with experience and archdiocesan 
guidelines. Position effective July 
1. Contact: Office of the Super-
intendent, P.O. Box 32180, OKC 
73123 or call (405) 721-4202.

Principal - OKC
Sacred Heart in Oklahoma City 

is seeking a principal for the 2020-
2021 school year; a school admin-
istrator who embodies Catholic 
ideals and possesses the vision, 
leadership and communication 
skills necessary to drive continued, 
dynamic educational growth and 
faculty development in the com-
munity. The qualified applicant 
must be a practicing Catholic and 
an outstanding educator with a 
minimum of five years of teaching 
experience. Administrative experi-
ence and bilingual in Spanish pre-
ferred. Applicants are expected to 
meet archdiocesan requirements. 
Salary and benefits will be com-
mensurate with experience and 

archdiocesan guidelines. Position 
effective July 1. Contact the Office 
of the Superintendent, P.O. Box 
32180, OKC 73123 or call (405) 
721-4202. 

Principal - OKC
Cristo Rey Oklahoma City Cath-

olic High School seeks a principal 
to serve as the chief academic, 
instructional, spiritual and forma-
tional leader. The principal reports 
directly to the school’s president 
and serves as a critical member 
of the school’s leadership team. 
Requirements include three years 
minimum high school leadership, 
a master’s degree in education or 
related field, background in cur-
riculum design and data analysis, 
ability to serve as faith leader of a 
school, and a demonstrated ability 
to connect with low income stu-
dents and families. Visit www.cris-
toreyokc.org/careers/#principal.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.archokc.org/jobs-box.
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Monday within the Octave 
of Easter.

Tuesday within the Octave 
of Easter.

Archbishop Coakley’s Daily 
Mass live from his home 
chapel. Join at archokc.
org/live or on Facebook.

Wednesday within the Oc-
tave of Easter.

Thursday within the Octave 
of Easter.

Friday within the Octave of 
Easter.

Saturday within the Octave 
of Easter.

Sunday of Divine Mercy.

Feast of St. Anselm.

Archbishop Coakley’s Daily 
Mass live from his home chapel. 
Join at archokc.org/live or on 
Facebook.

Feast of St. Adalbert.

Feast of St. George.

Feast of St. Fidelis of 
Sigmaringen.

Feast of St. Mark the Evangelist.
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With restrictions in place to slow the 
coronavirus, several priests, parishes and lay 

faithful have found new ways to connect 
and continue to 

“Go Make Disciples.” 

From top left: Archbishop Coakley joined Fr. Stephen 
Hamilton on Palm Sunday to celebrate a drive-up 

Mass at St. Monica; Archbishop Coakley is 
celebrating live daily Mass every Tuesday from his 
home chapel; Fr. Ray Ackerman, Fr. Alex Kroll and 
Fr. Anthony Ram have been praying Morning Prayer 
and Evening Prayer every day on Facebook Live from 
the rectory at St. John in Edmond; musician Steve 

Angrisano joined Archbishop Coakley on April 5 from 
Dallas during a special event and call to prayer; Fr. 

Rick Stansberry distributed palms to parishioners in 
their vehicles; Fr. Danny Grover celebrated daily Mass 
on Facebook Live at Corpus Christi Catholic Church; 
Fr. Ray Ackerman, pastor, St. John in Edmond; Fr. 
Brian Buettner, pastor, Blessed Sacrament in Law-

ton; Fr. Rex Arnold prepares to distribute palms and 
collect offertory envelopes with parishioners from 

their vehicles at St. John Nepomuk in Yukon; Respect 
Life Coordinators David McHugh and Noelle Garcia 

performed a Facebook Live benefit concert that raised 
nearly $20,000 for Sr. Maria’s Gospel of Life 

Dwellings. Photos provided.


