
Faithful discipleship is now part of a new 
archdiocesan podcast entitled “Red Dirt 
Catholics.”

Starting this Lent, three young Catholic 
friends – Chris Beck, James Riter and Jayce Palm-
er – got together to start a podcast for Catholics 
in Oklahoma. They have covered a range of topics 
aimed at sharing their faith journey experiences.

Beck is director of evangelization for Saint Mary 
Catholic Church in Ponca City, Palmer is the coor-
dinator of young adult and campus evangelization 
and discipleship for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, and Riter is a real estate broker.

Palmer said the outreach stems from Archbish-
op’s Coakley’s 2019 pastoral letter, “Go Make Dis-
ciples! Building a Culture of Conversion and Disci-
pleship for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.” 

The letter also inspired the name of the podcast. 
The archbishop, Palmer said, discussed the red 
dirt of Oklahoma as well as the dirty work of disci-

pleship. 
The 
message 
led to 
the first 
Lenten 
program 
of the 
podcasts, 
“Good 
Soil, Bad 
Soil.” 

The 
audio 
presenta-
tions of the 
three close 
friends last 

about an hour. Each one share stories of their 
faith and some of the challenges faced along the 
way. On one recent episode, Chris talked about a 
fire he experienced at his home while he was at 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ, 

 
Following guidance from Pope 

Francis’s apostolic letter, Vos 
estis lux mundi (You are the light 
of the world), the bishops of the 
United States met this past fall to 

address the issue of sexual abuse 
and bishop accountability in the 
global Catholic Church. The result 
of that meeting is the creation of 
a third-party reporting system to 
specifically report and assess alle-
gations of sexual abuse and mis-
conduct with minors by bishops. 

 Though we have made signif-
icant progress on many fronts 
since the 2002 publication of the 
U.S. bishops’ “Charter for the Pro-
tection of Children and Young Peo-
ple,” we needed to extend the same 
concern to allegations against 
bishops. The new third-party 

reporting system called Catholic 
Bishop Abuse Reporting service 
will handle and assess reports of 
abuse of minors involving current 
or retired bishops. Those reporting 
can remain anonymous.  

Sooner Catholic
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Go Make Disciples

Third-party reporting hotline for sexual abuse 
involving bishops launched for U.S. dioceses

continued on page 16

“Red Dirt Catholics” makes podcast debut

By Steve Gust 
The Sooner Catholic

Red Dirt Catholics 
is available on Apple 

Podcasts, Spotify and Stitcher 
as well as at the links below: 

Google Podcasts
https://bit.ly/32JJZUY

 
Pocket Cast

https://pca.st/vaprwnk0
 

Website
archokc.org/

reddirtcatholics

continued on page 16

Chris Beck in the studio at the Catholic Pastoral Center in Oklahoma City. Photo Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

aThe Catholic Foundation 
of Oklahoma has extend-
ed the application deadline 
to April 20 for its college 
scholarship. The foundation 
awards college scholarships 
to qualified Catholic high 
school seniors from within 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City with several endowed 
funds that were specifically 
established for college schol-
arships. Award amounts and 
criteria may vary with each 
fund. All applicants com-
plete the same online form at 
www.cfook.org.  

a Life of the Party Gala
Willow Pregnancy Support 
16th annual Life of the Party 
Gala is 6 p.m. June 13 at 
Embassy Suites Hotel Down-
town OKC, 741 N Phillips Av-
enue. Tickets are $150 each. 
Table sponsorship is avail-
able. For more information 
please go to willowpregnancy.
org or call Carrie Rossow at 
(405) 606-8426

Find more 
news on the 

website

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

“Be kind for everyone you meet is fighting a great 
battle!” These words could have been written spe-
cifically with us in mind. But, these are the words 
and wisdom of a Jewish philosopher named Philo of 
Alexandria who lived in Egypt during the time of Our 
Lord. Wisdom is timeless! 

We are fighting new battles daily! 
Today, the uncertainty caused by the coronavirus 

leaves us all feeling disoriented, fearful and on edge. 
This is not the Lent that I had imagined it might be. 
So much has changed since Ash Wednesday.

The Lenten disciplines that I had in mind are not 
the ones the Lord has chosen for me or for any of us, 
for that matter. It’s a different kind of journey than 
the one I had mapped out for myself. We all need to 
be attentive and responsive to the grace that is being 
offered to us during this season and under our pres-
ent extraordinary circumstances.

Ordinarily, Good Fri-
day is unique because 
it is the only day of the 
year that Mass is not 
celebrated. On that day, 
we focus on the Lord’s 
passion and death. 
These days, every day is 
like Good Friday because 
not only public celebra-
tions of Mass but also access to Holy Communion are 
not readily available due to concerns of public health 
and safety. This is unprecedented in our time, per-
haps in any time. 

What is the grace that the Lord is offering us? 
Could it be that the Lord is inviting us to stop and 
realize what a great and often unappreciated gift we 
have been given in the Mass and the Holy Eucharist? 

We easily can take these sacred gifts for grant-
ed. Is this forced Eucharistic fast an invitation to 
repent by turning to the Lord and acknowledging 
the depths of a hunger within us that only the 
Lord can satisfy? 

Like Jesus who fasted and prayed for 40 days 
in the desert, we are facing our own temptations 
and demons these days. Fear is at the heart of it. 
Fear of economic insecurity, anxiety because of 
a tumbling stock market, job loss and the invisi-
ble enemy that is spreading contagion across the 
globe in the form of COVID-19 – all of this can 
leave us paralyzed. 

The experience of isolation brought on by this 
pandemic and our need to practice social distanc-
ing and avoid even gathering for such a sacred 
purpose as Mass leaves us feeling very much 
alone. The danger is that we turn in on ourselves, 
rather than turn to the Lord. The Lord created us 
in his own image, which means that he created 
us to be in relationship with others.

One of the three pillars of Lenten discipline is 
almsgiving or mercy (the others being prayer and 
fasting.) It seems to me that the Lord is inviting 
us to be more mindful of others this Lent. We are 
being invited to practice mercy and kindness.

“It is mercy I desire, not sacrifice” (Hos. 6:6). 
Whose burden can we lighten during these days? 
Who is the Lord placing in our path that requires 
an extra gesture of kindness or patience? As we 
hear it said so often these days, “we are all in this 
together.” Indeed, we are. And, God is with us. 

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Be kind

Pray for us, 
loving mother, and gain 

for our nation and 
world, and for all our 

families and loved ones, 
the protection of your 

holy angels, that we may 
be spared the worst of 

this illness.
For those already 

afflicted, we ask you to 
obtain the grace of healing 

and deliverance.
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City
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The latest Coronavirus updates
Archbishop Coakley suspends Mass until after Easter Sunday

OKLAHOMA CITY – Most Rev. Paul S. Coak-
ley, Archbishop of Oklahoma City, has sus-
pended public Mass in the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City through Easter Sunday, April 12, as 
a precaution to protect at-risk pa-
rishioners and to slow the spread 
of Coronavirus (COVID-19).

“I know this will be difficult for 
many of us, especially our priests 
for whom the Mass and the Eu-
charist are the very center of our 
lives. Due to the continued rapid 
spread of COVID-19, we must 
take further steps to protect the 
community and our most at-risk 
parishioners, so everyone can 
remain safe during this health 
crisis.  

During this perilous time, I and 
all of our priests will continue to 
celebrate daily Mass and pray 
for your intentions, for the needs 
of the whole Church and for all 
those affected by the virus around 
the world. 

This season of Lent is a time 
for prayer, fasting and works of 
mercy. COVID-19 casts a new 
light on how we are being invited 
to pray, fast and practice mercy. I urge you to 
dedicate yourselves to prayer with deep faith 
and perseverance. Pray for yourselves and 
pray for others. I recommend to you the beau-
tiful prayer of the rosary and the Divine Mercy 

Chaplet as well as spending time praying with 
the Church’s daily readings for the Mass even 
though we cannot attend Mass in person. Make 
visits and spend time in prayer before the Lord 

who is present in the tabernacle. 
Be assured, we will get through this together, 

relying on the riches of our Catholic faith and 
our trust in the Lord Jesus and the power of 
the Holy Spirit. You and your loved ones are in 

my prayers. May God bless you and keep you 
safe. Blessed Stanley Rother, pray for us.”

Archbishop Coakley, pastors and chancery 
staff, in coordination with health officials, will 

continue to monitor the situation 
and make further provisions as 
needed.

  Archbishop Coakley has im-
plemented the following tempo-
rary precautions for churches 
and schools in the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City through April 
12:

- All public Masses and litur-
gies, i.e. Stations of the Cross 
and Penance Rites, are cancelled  
through Easter Sunday; 

- Catholic schools will remain 
closed at least through Sunday, 
April 5;

- The Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion and Penance may continue 
as long it is behind a screen;

- Confirmations are suspend-
ed;

- The Chrism Mass will be 
closed to the public;

- Holy Water fonts should be emptied for the 
duration of the Lenten Season;

- Avoid, cancel or postpone non-essential 
events and meetings.

Online Giving
Please continue to support your parish 

and priests by giving your offertory online. 
Find your parish’s online giving page or a 
mailing address at the following link.

archokc.org/parishgiving

Live Faith at Home
Please look first to your local parish com-

munity to connect. Each parish is working 
hard to reach out and offer spiritual sup-
port. The following link provides you and 
your family with additional faith-based 
resources to grow closer to Jesus. 

archokc.org/digitalresources 
archokc.org/recursosdigitales

Resources from U.S. Bishops, Vatican
Find prayers, messages from Pope   

Francis, a free Magnificat, daily readings 
and more at the following link. Click on 
coronavirus near the top of the page.

usccb.org 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
Find the latest information from   

Archbishop Coakley and  
the chancery as well as  
resources to use at home. 
Find additional information 
on the archdiocesan   
Facebook page.

archokc.org/health 
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Knights of Columbus Council #5168 in Duncan and 
Marlow donated $4,000 to Assumption of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary Catholic Church in Duncan to add a 
security system with cameras in the education center. 
Photos provided. 

Nancy Koons, executive director of the Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, delivered 
a religious education grant to St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church in Perry. She is 
pictured with religious education students and Fr. Bala Pudota. Photo provided.

Archbishop Coakley with the Confirmation class on Feb. 23 at St. Francis of Assi-
si in Oklahoma City. Photo provided.
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Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass and visited classrooms 
on March 4 at St. Mary in Ponca City. Photo provided.

Archbishop Coakley celebrated 
Mass and visited classrooms 
on March 5 at St. Philip Neri in 
Midwest CIty. Photo provided.

In February, representatives from the archdiocese participat-
ed in the Region X workshop on V Encuentro national conclu-
sions and possible local implementations. The event took 
place in Austin. The archdiocese was represented by Alvaro 
Marfull and Gonzalo Ramos. Photo provided.

To send photos, event information or 
story ideas, e-mail tips@archokc.org.

Saint Teresa of Calcutta, 
considered one of the 20th 
century’s greatest hu-
manitarians, left not 

only a legacy, but a thriving 
community of religious and 
lay persons carrying on her 
mission.

The Movement of the Lay 
Missionaries of Charity is an 
international association of 
lay persons, both married 
and single, with their conse-
crated presence in the heart 
of the world. 

The movement was ap-
proved in 1987 by the Dio-
cese of Rome. It has grown 
rapidly and spread to various 
countries in Europe, North, 
Central and South America. Its 
statutes have been translated 
into more than 15 languages. 

The LMC’s are intimately linked 
to the family of the Missionaries of 
Charity, founded by Saint Teresa of 
Calcutta and with whom they are spir-
itually affiliated. The Lay Missionaries of 
Charity began in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City in 2007 with the blessing of Archbishop 
Emeritus Eusebius Beltran. The movement is 
marked by prayer, study and spiritual growth 
and fully recognizes the Magisterium of the 
Church and respects and obeys its ministers. 

The members make private vows of chastity 
(conjugal), poverty, obedience and a fourth 
vow of wholehearted free service to the poorest 
of the poor lived according to each one’s own 
state of life. 

Their purpose is to consecrate themselves 
and their families to God; offering worship by 
the holiness of their lives expressed through 
prayer, penance and works of mercy. Their 
model and patron is the Holy Family of Naza-
reth, their source of inspiration, according to 
the Lay Mission-
aries of Charity 
statutes. 

According to its 
statutes, they “live 
a life of prayer, 
penance and ser-
vice, marked by 
simplicity, humil-
ity and the prac-
tice of the Gospel 
teachings; loving 
and adoring Jesus 
under the spe-
cies of Bread and 
Wine. The spirit of 
the Lay Mission-
aries of Charity is 
one of total aban-
donment to God’s 
holy will, child-like trust in his fatherly care 
and readiness for service in profound humility 
after the example of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.”

Toni Harrelson, the facilitator of the group in 
the archdiocese said, “It has created more of a 
longing to grow spiritually and more forgiving. 
I learn from others; I learn from everyone. It 
has enabled me to be more humble in what I 

do 
know 
and what I can learn from others. Humility is 
love, if we are not humble, we are missing a lot 
of love that we can give and receive.” 

John Harrelson, Toni’s husband, said, 
“having made my Vows for Life as an LMC has 
enabled me to come closer to Jesus, to become 
his close friend, to live with him, to walk with 
him, and to work with him on a daily basis.”

Those interested in becoming an LMC can 
visit during a “Come and See” period that al-
lows them to visit with the LMC group, to read, 
study and reflect on the statutes of the group 
and to meet with the group’s spiritual director. 
At the end of this trial period, the candidate, 

after consulting with 
the spiritual director, 
may begin a two-year 
period of formation.

For Megan Berry, 
the LMC has special 
meaning. 

“My admiration, as a 
Protestant kid, of the 
embodiment of social 
good in Mother Teresa 
translated naturally to 
my embrace, as a new-
ly-minted Catholic, of 
the LMC movement of 
Saint Teresa of Calcut-
ta.”

The group meets at 
Saint Ann Retirement 
Center in Oklahoma 

City on the first and third Saturdays of each 
month. The meetings always begin with Holy 
Mass. 

“I would love to start a group of young peo-
ple,” Harrelson said. “They are the future of 
our Church.” 

Judy Hilovsky is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Saint Teresa of Calcutta’s 
work carries on 

This is part of a series to introduce the seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

Meet the

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY

Joseph 
Holt

To learn more about seminary, contact:
Rev. Brian Buettner at

bbuettner@archokc.org or (405) 721-9351. 
okcvocations.com

What is your home parish?
My home parish is Epiphany of the 

Lord in Oklahoma City.

What seminary do you attend?
I attend Conception Seminary Col-

lege in Conception, Mo.

If it is God’s will, what year will 
you be ordained a priest?

If it is God’s will, I will be ordained in 
2025.

What advice would you give to 
someone discerning a call to the 
priesthood?

My advice would be to talk with 
others about it, especially a priest or 
spiritual director.

What do you look forward to most 
about becoming a priest?

I look forward to giving back to the 
people of God who have given so much 
to me.

Name one thing that every  
Catholic needs to know.

Every Catholic needs to know the 
Old Testament, because it’s only by 
knowing the history of our fathers in 
faith that we can appreciate what God 
is doing for us today.

Why choose a life of sacrificial 
love?

A life without sacrifice for others is a 
life without true love.

St. Teresa 
of Calcutta. 

CNS photo.

By Judy Hilovsky 
The Sooner Catholic

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Contact Toni Harrelson

(405) 341-2199

tonimah@sbcglobal.net

Lay Missionaries 
of Charity
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A hundred love letters

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Making Sense of Bioethics

In a recent essay in the Wall Street Journal, 
Kimberly Cutter chronicled the death of her 
father by suicide. As he struggled with rapidly 
progressing prostate cancer, he lost more than 
30 pounds, becoming gaunt and emaciated. 
Back pain and nausea forced him to spend 
much of his time in bed.

A few days before Christmas, he shared with 
Kimberly that he was thinking about shooting 
himself. Kimberly argued with him, stress-
ing that she and her sisters couldn’t accept a 
violent ending: “If he shot himself, my father 
would die alone. Someone in our family would 
have to find him,” she wrote. 

His daughters convinced him to look into 
other options. When he started investigating 
lethal drugs, he ran into questions of reliabili-
ty. He encountered horror stories about “wrong 
dosages and unreliable contents, painful, 
drawn-out demises.” A lifelong marksman, he 
deemed the gun his best option: “If I shoot my-
self, I know I won’t miss.”

Kimberly describes an important decision she 
made: 

“I couldn’t accept my father’s threat to shoot 
himself. I thought about violence and the fear 
that always lies beneath it. How violence, in es-
sence, is a twisted cry for help. At some point, 
it occurred to me that what I needed was a way 
to make my father feel loved.

If I could make him feel loved enough, may-
be he would not forget my sisters and me in 
his lowest moments and do what his darkest 
impulses urged. Late that night, I had an idea. 
It was childishly simple. Corny, really. I would 
start sending him daily love notes. I sent the 
first email the next morning. The subject line 
read: ‘Reasons Why I Love You.’ … As soon as I 
sent it, I knew I was onto something. 

For the next 99 days, I continued sending my 

father a different reason why I loved him each 
morning. They ranged from the ridiculous to 
the sublime – from memories of snorkeling with 
him through a school of angelfish in Jupiter, to 
his incomparable Daffy Duck imitation: ‘Suf-
fering Succotash!’…I could tell the emails were 
working; I could hear it in my father’s voice 
when I spoke to him on the phone; could feel it 
in the grateful emails he sent back in response. 
The daily act of pulling up a reason I loved him 
and sending it to him seemed to restore him 
in some essential way… My father never again 
discussed with me his plans for how or when 
he would die.”

Kimberly’s 100 love letters emboldened her 
dad to live out his life more fully and resist his 
fears for much longer than he would have oth-
erwise. Tragically, however, they did not stop 
his suicide. He ended up purchasing lethal 
barbiturates from a company in China and, 
late in his illness, consumed the fatal powder.

His death left painful contradictions, as sui-
cide always does. He had acceded to his daugh-
ters’ requests to avoid shooting himself, using 
drugs rather than a bullet, but he still died 
alone, discovered by a stunned family member. 
And, while his suicide was perhaps not as vio-
lent, death by overdose can feel just as violent 
as death by gunfire. The underlying reality of 
pills, powders or poisons still involves a brutal 
devastation of our physiology. Our bodies often 
resist, with the vomiting of pills, convulsions, 
paralysis and the like. Although Kimberly and 
her sisters may have preferred that their dad 
succumb to toxins instead of a bullet, those 
sentiments, in the final analysis, are more po-
etic than rational. 

Sometimes the poetic may feel like all we 
have when we’re confronted with the tragedy 
and incoherence of certain human choices. An-

other in-
coherent 
part of 
Kimber-
ly’s story 
is the fact 
that, de-
spite her 
father’s 
suicide, 
she seems to support the idea of physician-as-
sisted suicide. While no one wants a loved one 
to experience pain and agony in the final days, 
only a false and misguided sense of compas-
sion could conclude that instead of eliminating 
the suffering, we should eliminate the sufferer. 

Kimberly may well have been aware of these 
inconsistencies as she embarked on the proj-
ect of crafting a hundred love letters to her 
father, striving to help him understand that he 
was treasured and still a source of blessing to 
others in spite of his painful trials. Each of our 
loving human gestures speaks volumes about 
the singular power of love to overcome fear, 
and to strengthen us in adversity.

While the hundred letters did not ultimately 
dissuade him from giving into the temptation 
to take his life, they nevertheless give us a step 
we can take when confronted with loved ones 
who think their life no longer has meaning or 
that death is better than life. And, there is no 
need to wait until loved ones are in agony to 
pick up the pen to say, in one or more ways, 
how much and why they’re loved.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., earned his 
doctorate degree in neuroscience from Yale and 
did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, Mass., and serves 
as the director of education at The National 
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia.

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Father Lowell Stieferman entered this 
life on May 8, 1937, in Perry. Coming 
from a faithful and devoted family, 

young Lowell entered the high school sem-
inary at Saint Francis de Sales in Bethany, 
which at the time was on the grounds of Saint 
Joseph Orphanage. 

After attending Saint John Seminary in Little 
Rock, Ark., he was ordained a priest on May 
25, 1963, along with Blessed Stanley Rother 
(and others). Father Stieferman often joked 
that his time in the seminary was his Purga-
tory. The irony of the statement would become 
evident when he was named the vocation di-
rector for the archdiocese later in his career. 

Laughter and humor always accompany 
any memory of Father Stieferman. He used it 
to connect with people and make them feel at 
ease. His homilies were laced with anecdotes 
that were usually self-deprecating. No dance 
floor was safe when he attended wedding 
receptions. In short, he loved to have fun and 
exuded joy. His empathy and compassion 
were boundless.

It also is imperative to understand that 
he was man of great depth and spiritual-

ity. When asked for his advice, he 
revealed his extensive knowledge 
of the human condition with its 
inherent foibles and pratfalls and 
the necessity for trusting in God. 

Bishop Edward Weisenburger, who was in 
residence with Father Stieferman at Epipha-
ny, recalls returning home from the Murrah 
building bomb site in downtown Oklahoma 
City despondent, feeling that he was totally 
ineffective. He recalls the response: “Ed, it’s re-
ally not about you. If you’re gonna do any real 
good there, let the rescue workers know you 
have the Blessed Sacrament with you and offer 
it to them generously; get yourself a great big 
rosary and let them see you pray it; and don’t 
be surprised if you actually do some good.”

Bishop Weisenburger then states: “It was 
remarkable. He was absolutely correct – and 
I learned one of the great lessons that of-
tentimes in life ministry really is all about 
strengthening people by quietly being present 
to them, offering them the Church’s Sacra-
ments … and loving, prayerful concern. And, 
as I knew him, that does in fact, pretty much 
sum up his priesthood, ministry and life.”

Freely admitting administration was not his 
strong suit, his parishioners would argue that 
he was the consummate pastor. There were 
few priests more kind, gentle and open. His 
brother priests had confidence in his abili-
ties as he served the archdiocese as the head 
of the permanent diaconate, the Personnel 
Board, the Seminary Board and a host of other 
committees. As a defender of the bond on the 
tribunal, judges treasured his observations 

and insights 
into the mar-
riage at hand. 
Always wise 
and helpful in 
aiding their 
deliberations, 
these observa-
tions were like 
most everything 
he did in that 
humor played a 
role. 

After his 
retirement from 
active ministry, 
he lived at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center, allowing many who 
had not known him as their pastor to enjoy 
his company. “Playing the ponies” was still 
a favorite pastime as he never passed up an 
invitation to Remington Park. Despite health 
issues, a steak at Cattleman’s was a delight 
he would not forego, eschewing chicken as 
food from the devil. As the end approached, 
his dignity continued to inspire the faithful 
with many visiting to pay their respects. 

At times, the stream became a bit taxing, 
but he greeted each person with his usual 
smile and good wishes. A humble, spiritual 
giant in our midst, he died on Sept. 19, 2016.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Fr. Lowell Stieferman 

Saint Oscar A. Romero was born Aug. 15, 
1917, in El Salvador. He was ordained a priest 
in April 1942. He was appointed auxiliary 
bishop for San Salvador, El Salvador, in 1970 

and bishop of Santiago de Maria in 1974. He 
was appointed archbishop of San Salvador in 
1977. He was considered a very conservative 
clergyman, but that changed with the mur-
der of his friend Fr. 
Rutillo Grande, which 
occurred the same year 

he was appointed 
archbishop. 

Romero became 
an advocate for the 
poor and perse-
cuted of El Salvador. He was accused by 
some to be a communist and a supporter 
of the Marxist version of Liberation Theol-
ogy. Romero became the main spokesman 
for the poor and the oppressed because 
of this his enemies who were part of the 
government and the elite of El Salvador 
wanted to silence him. Some of them 
planned a plot to assassinate him, which 
occurred during Mass at a hospital chapel 
in San Salvador on March 24, 1980. 

Saint John Paul II opened his cause 
for canonization in 1997, but the cause 
stalled until 2012 when Pope Benedict XVI 
started it again. On Feb. 3, 2015, Pope 
Francis declared Romero a martyr, which 
opened the way for his beatification on 
May 23, 2015. Romero was canonized by 
Pope Francis on Oct. 14, 2018, with Saint 
Paul VI. His feast day is March 24.

Edgardo Colon-Emeric, the director of 
The Center for Reconciliation at Duke Uni-
versity’s Divinity School and the author 
of “Wesley, Aquinas, and Christian Per-
fection” (2009) is the author of this book 
that examines the theology of Saint Oscar 

Romero. Colon-Emeric is a Methodist minister. 
He explores the various Latin American theo-
logical themes and how these related to Rome-

ro, specifically to El Salvador. Transfigura-
tion of Christ is a major symbol and feast 
of El Salvador.

On Aug. 6, the day of the feast, is the 
national religious and so-

cial holiday of the 
country. Romero 
preached on this 
many times and 
related the feast 
to the country and 
to the people. Over 
time, his approach 
to this feast in his 
homilies changed 
with the gradual 
upheaval in the 
country. This is 
only one area that 
Colon-Emeric ex-
amines. Other areas 

of focus are speaking out for Christ and his 
people.

This book is not for the general reader. 
Academics and those interested in theology 
will gain a lot of information from this book 
on Romero’s theology. The author quotes a lot 
from Romero’s homilies and other documents. 
There are no illustrations, but there are end 
notes, a bibliography and an index.

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., Saint Gregory’s Abbey, 
is a freelance writer for the Sooner Catholic.

I invite you to spend quiet time 
with the Lord in prayer and reflec-
tion on the Last Supper passages. 
Choose different passages for dif-
ferent days of Holy Week. I rec-
ommend Matthew 26:17-35, Mark 
14:12-26, Luke 21:7-38. 

The Gospel of John is special 
since it did not repeat what is 
found in the first three gospels, 
or in First Corinthians, regarding 
the Last Supper but has so much 
additional material that it helps 
us get a more complete picture of 
Jesus’ last hours before heading to 
the Garden of Gethsemane. 

Please read and reflect on John 
Ch. 13 through Ch. 17, which in-
cludes “The Prayer of Jesus.” Save 
John Ch. 6 for the Adoration of 
the Eucharist after the Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday! 
May the Holy Spirit guide you as 
you prepare for our high holy days 
of the Paschal Triduum. 

The Last Supper has many parts 
within it, but this is not complicat-
ed. They are all connected to love!

The Lord begins this evening of 
love with the washing of the feet, 
a job normally done by the slaves 
working at the home. The Last 
Supper message is simple. Jesus 
is telling us that his disciples will 
be distinguished by loving service, 
even as low as slave work, and not 

being served or being adulated by 
others. 

Then, comes the Passover cel-
ebration, the Last Supper, our 
Eucharist. Pope Benedict XVI in 
his Apostolic Exhortation, “Sac-
ramentum Caritatis,” he ends his 
first paragraph with these words, 
“Jesus continues, in the sacra-
ment of the Eucharist, to love us 
‘to the end,’ even to offering us his 
body and his blood. What amaze-
ment must the Apostles have felt 
in witnessing what the Lord did 
and said during that Supper! 
What wonder must the Eucharistic 
mystery also awaken in our own 
hearts!”

In the previously mentioned 
document, Pope Benedict reminds 
us of the Last Supper connections 
between the Eucharist and love 
at the end of paragraph 8 and the 
beginning of 9: 

“In the sacrament of the Eucha-
rist, Jesus shows us, in particular, 
the truth about the love that is 
the very essence of God. It is this 
evangelical truth that challenges 
each of us and our whole being. 
For this reason, the Church, 
which finds in the Eucharist the 
very center of her life, is constant-
ly concerned to proclaim to all, 
opportune importune, that God is 
love. Precisely because Christ has 

become for us the food of truth, 
the Church turns to every man 
and woman, inviting them freely to 
accept God’s gift.”

“‘Christ’s death on the Cross is 
the culmination of that turning of 
God against himself in which he 
gives himself in order to raise man 
up and save him. This is love in its 
most radical form.’ In the Paschal 
Mystery, our deliverance from evil 
and death has taken place. In 
instituting the Eucharist, Jesus 
had spoken of the ‘new and eternal 
covenant’ in the shedding of his 
blood.”

Last, but not least, at the Last 
Supper, Jesus left us the gift of 
the priesthood, a unique calling, 
a vocation to service and love. 
Paragraph 611 of the Catechism 
reminds us, “The Eucharist that 
Christ institutes at that moment 
will be the memorial of his sacri-
fice. Jesus includes the apostles 
in his own offering and bids them 
perpetuate it. By doing so, the 
Lord institutes his apostles as 
priests of the New Covenant, ‘For 
their sakes I sanctify myself, so 
that they also may be sanctified in 
truth.’” 

The institution and calling to the 
priesthood cannot be separated 
from the statement and mandate 
that Christ shared in John 15, 

9, “As the Father loves me, so I 
also love you. Remain in my love.” 
We need to love and pray for all 
priests.

I end this column with a portion 
from Pope Benedict’s previously 
mentioned document, paragraph 
86, “The more ardent the love for 
the Eucharist in the hearts of the 
Christian people, the more clearly 
will they recognize the goal of all 
mission: to bring Christ to others. 
Not just a theory or a way of life 
inspired by Christ, but the gift of 
his very person. Anyone who has 
not shared the truth of love with 
his brothers and sisters has not 
yet given enough. The Eucharist, 
as the sacrament of our salvation, 
inevitably reminds us of the unici-
ty of Christ and the salvation that 
he won for us by his blood.”  

Visit Jesus in the Blessed Sacra-
ment, recognize his real presence 
and just seven words, “Jesus, 
thank you. Jesus, I love you.”  We 
already know he loves us.
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Book review: Oscar Romero’s Theological Vision

The Last Supper is filled with love
Service, Eucharist, priesthood

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 
The Sooner Catholic

Please consider a gift in your WIll. Learn more about supporting your parish, 
school or other ministry with a gift in your WIll. Visit archokc.org/giftplanning 

How Will you
be remembered?

Help support your Catholic community in a meaningful way!



When it was time for the newly 
renovated library to be decorat-
ed at All Saints Catholic School 
in Norman, a parent suggested 
the idea of painting saints on 
the ceiling and walls.

“It was a perfect idea. Nothing 
could be better than having the 
saints above our heads looking 
down and smiling on us,” said Sarah 
Morris, art teacher for All Saints. 
“One of my favorite pieces of art is 
Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel and 
that was my inspiration.”

The plans for this project started 
in January 2019. With the help and 
support of All Saints Principal Dana 
Wade, faculty and alumni, supplies 
were purchased in May, and the 
project was underway. A few weeks 
before school let out in May, Prin-
cipal Wade pulled tables out of her 
classroom so students could com-
plete the tracing and drawing. Over 
the summer, students, teachers and 
alumni came out to help. 

Nearly 350 students participated 
in the project in various ways, Mor-
ris said. Some helped with drawings, 
and some helped with the design. 
When it came to the Pre-K and Kin-
dergarteners, they had a special idea 
for them.

“With the kindergarteners, we traced the outline of 
their bodies and so they are like life-sized saints, in 
a way, and with the pre-kindergarteners, we traced 
the outline of their bodies for the angels,” she said. 

When it came to choosing which saints would be 
included in the project, Morris wanted to incorporate 
the saints who are part of the Junior High Houses. 
The junior high is divided up among the “House” 
system at the school, and each “House” has a patron 

saint. With a total of six patron saints – Saint Katha-
rine Drexel, Saint Teresa of Avila, Saint Albert, Saint 
Gregory the Great, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton and 
Blessed Stanley Rother. 

Along with well-known saints such as Saint Pat-
rick, Saint Vincent de Paul and all of the apostles. 
Also on the walls is the Virgin Mary with the infant 
Jesus.

 “At the beginning of the school year, the students 
got to see the library all 
completed. They loved it. 
They brought in their par-
ents and they would talk 
about how they helped,” 
Morris said. 

The fourth-grade stu-
dents helped design the 
symbols of each saint they 
studied. When people look 
up at the symbols, they 
can identify the saint with-
out it being labeled on the 
canvas, she explained.

Morris is currently work-
ing on a guidebook of the 
murals, so people will know 
who the different saints 
are, and which of the stu-
dents were involved with 
the creation of each indi-
vidual saint painting. She 
hopes to have it done by 
the beginning of next year.

Jolene Schonchin is a 
freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

Students decorate library walls with 
saint paintings

Photos provided.
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Seventh and eighth grade

Left to right

4th place - Sam Brown
Rosary - OKC

2nd place - Amy Le
Saint Charles Borromeo - OKC

1st place - Ana Carmina-Gutierrez 
All Saints - Norman

3rd place - Jackie Vazquez
Sacred Heart - OKC

5th place - Nikka Asuncion
Saint James the Greater - OKC

First and second grade

Left to right

1st place - Layla Dinh 
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton

2nd place - Camilla Losik 
St. Mary - Lawton

3rd place - Donncha McNamara 
St. Joseph - Enid

4th place - Kate Osborn 
Holy Trinity - Okarche

5th place - William Pham
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton

Third and fourth grade

Left to right

4th place - Hannah Hennessey  
All Saints - Norman

2nd place - Kunjal Srivastava 
Bishop John Carroll - OKC

1st place - Azael Bereket
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton

3rd place - Pierce Carsey
Rosary - OKC

5th place - Olivia Chumo
Rosary - OKC

Fifth and sixth grade

Left to right

Tie for first - Kim Doan
All Saints - Norman

Tie for first - Amy Huynh
Bishop John Carroll - OKC

Tie for first - Tony Huynh
Bishop John Carroll - OKC

Tie for first - Avery Shouse
Christ the King - OKC

5th place - Lucas Welch-Bell
Rosary - OKC
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Sr. Jeanne 
Marie Futrell

Sr. Jeanne 
Marie Futrell

Sister 
Jeanne 
Marie 
Futrell 
died 
March 7. 
She was 
born on 
April 28, 
1925, 
and was 
a native 
of Okla-
homa 
City. She 
is preceded in death by her 
parents, George and Martha 
Rose, her brothers Fr. John, 
S.J., and James. She is sur-
vived by a sister, Sr. Janice 
Futrell, O.S.B., and many 
nieces and nephews.

Prior to her entrance into 
Carmel, sister was a regis-
tered nurse and worked in ob-
stetrics at St. Anthony Hospi-
tal. Sister also taught surgical 
nursing. She was a Carmelite 
for 66 years and served the 
community Piedmont in a 
variety of ways, especially as 
infirmarian and the council.

Sr. Francis Bernard

Sr. Francis 
Bernard

Sister Francis Bernard, Mary 
Emily Edwards, died March 2 in 
Mother Theodore Hall, St. Mary-
of-the-Woods. She was 95.

Sister Francis was born in 
1924 to Frank Edwards and El-
lis Gray in Oklahoma City. She 
attended Corpus Christi school 
in Oklahoma City, Central High 
in Oklahoma City, Saint Mary-
of-the-Woods College, Indiana 
State University and the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma. She earned a 
master’s degree in mathematics 
and a master’s degree in library 
science.

She entered the Congregation of the Sisters of Prov-
idence on Sept. 8, 1942. She professed Final Vows 
Aug. 15, 1950. She earned a bachelor’s degree from 
St. Mary-of-the-Woods College, a master’s degree from 
Indiana State University, both in mathematics, and a 
master’s degree in library science from the University 
of Oklahoma. 

During her 77 years as a Sister of Providence, she 
ministered in teaching for 32 years in elementary 
and high schools in Oklahoma, Indiana, Illinois and 
Missouri. She served as librarian in educational in-
stitutions in Oklahoma and California for 20 years. 
Retiring in 1999, she remained in California serving 
the sisters with whom she lived. In 2006, she moved 
to Indianapolis where she helped set up the library at 
the new Providence Cristo Rey High School. Two years 
later, she moved to the Motherhouse and served in 
the Office of Records. 

She served at Bishop McGuinness Catholic High 
School as a teacher from 1972-1977 and as a librari-
an from 1978-1979.

Sr. Mary Charlene Stephan

Sr. Mary Charlene 
Stephan

Sr. Mary Charlene 
Stephan died March 8 
at age 99. Doris Mary 
Stephan was born to 
Charles Edward Stephan 
and Teresa Agnes Schulz 
Stephan, in Walnut, 
Kan., on Feb. 19, 1921. 
Sister Charlene was the 
second child of seven 
children. She experienced 
her earliest education in 
a one room schoolhouse 
in Kansas. She attend-
ed high school at Mercy 
High School in Fort Scott, 
Kan., received a bachelor’s degree in biolo-
gy at Mt. St. Scholastica in Atchison, Kan., a 
master’s degree in administration at St. Mary 
College in Leavenworth and attended nursing 
school in Missouri.  

Sister Charlene entered the Sisters of Mercy 
on July 19, 1937, and made her profession 
of religious vows on Aug. 16, 1943. In 1940, 
she began her teaching career at the Sisters of 
Mercy Mission at St. Mary’s Academy in Sacred 
Heart, Okla., where she taught mostly Amer-
ican Indian children. She taught at Sacred 
Heart School in Oklahoma City and St. Ben-
edict’s in Shawnee. She served as a nurse in 
health facilities in Missouri, Texas, Kansas and 
Arkansas. 

Following her retirement in 2004, Sister 
Charlene furthered her interest in education 
and the health ministry at Mercy Health Center 
Convent in Oklahoma City. She is buried in 
Resurrection Memorial Cemetery in Oklahoma 
City.

Center of Family Love 
implements new policies 

to protect residents 
from COVID-19

OKARCHE – Due to the in-
creased risk of serious complica-
tions from COVID-19 for individ-
uals with disabilities, The Center 
of Family Love is taking precau-
tionary measures to protect its 
130 intellectually and physically 

disabled residents from coming 
in contact with potential carriers 
of COVID-19. 

As of Monday, March 16, the 
nonprofit organization closed its 
doors to all visitors, including 
family, volunteers and support-
ers, until further notice. Only 
medically essential personnel 
are allowed on the center’s resi-
dential and vocational campuses 

for the duration of the COVID-19 
threat. 

The center has defined medi-
cally essential personnel as em-
ployees, medication delivery per-
sonnel, designated health care 
providers, designated mental 

health care 
provid-
ers, home 
health per-
sonnel and 
hospice 
personnel.

Addi-
tional 
protective 

measures include indefinitely 
suspended off-campus resident 
trips along with temperature 
screenings, footwear sanitiza-
tion and mandatory reporting of 
symptoms and exposure for all 
medically essential personnel 
entering on-campus facilities.

For more information on the 
center’s precautions, visit cen-
teroffamilylove.org/covid-19.
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Briefs

Who would have expected 
our Lenten path would take 
the dramatic turn it has? We 
are grappling with life-altering 
changes in the United States 
as we strive to remain infection 
free or contain the pandemic 
virus known as COVID-19. 

Containment via social dis-
tancing was novel at first and 
optional. Now, the decisions to 
keep us apart are being made 
for us. Across the country, our 
bishops have excused us from 
public Sunday Mass, prayer 
services such as Stations of the 
Cross, Holy Week services and 
even Easter Sunday Mass. 

Since Catholics are limited in 
praying as a congregation, lis-
tening to Catholic radio opens 
avenues to spiritual growth. 
As our options have narrowed, 
listening and praying with 
Oklahoma Catholic Radio can 
sharpen our focus on what God 
intends for each of us through 
our Lenten practices, and deliv-
er hope.

It was enlightening to hear 
Joan Lewis on “Kresta in the 
Afternoon” describe her ordeal 
about returning to her Rome 
apartment from New York City. 
It was a timely reminder of what 
our brothers and sisters around 
the globe are enduring. On the 
feast of Saint Joseph, did you 

join Pope Francis along with 
Archbishop Coakley in pray-
ing the Luminous Mysteries of 
the rosary? Our prayers were 
offered for all suffering from the 
effects of this health emergency.

We cannot gather in-per-
son for Mass, but we can turn 
on our radios every morning 
and pray at 7 a.m. as Mass is 
celebrated and broadcast from 
the EWTN chapel. Throughout 
the day, there are other prayer 
opportunities aired on OKCR 
such as the rosary with Mother 
Angelica at 4:30 a.m. for ear-
ly birds and the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet at 3 p.m. every day.

As social distancing and iso-
lation become realities, we will 
crave hearing “the news.” Keep 
up with “Catholic Connection,” 
“The World Over with Raymond 
Arroyo” and “Vatican Insid-
er.” When doubts and worries 
overtake, our own Deacon Larry 
Sousa and Fred Pope can satis-
fy the yearnings in our hearts, 
proclaiming the Sunday Scrip-
tures and offering reflections 
with “Good News Sunday” at 
3:30 p.m. every Thursday and 
Friday.

Oklahoma Catholic Radio is 
a balm for this unsettling new 
normal that threatens us with 
unknown and serious con-
sequences. It disposes us to 
pivot in hope toward God as 
expressed in Roman’s 8:28: “...
that God causes all things to 
work together for good to those 
who love God.”

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Please contact event or meeting 
organizers before attending.

Archbishop Coakley online Mass 
each Tuesday

Join Archbishop Coakley for 
online daily Mass each Tuesday 
through Holy Week livestreamed 
from the St. Francis de Sales 
Chapel at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center. Watch the Mass online at 
archokc.org/live or on Facebook 
Live on the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City Facebook page.

COVID-19 information, online 
Masses list

Find a list of online daily and 
Sunday Masses, prayers, an act 
of spiritual communion and other 
resources related to the quaran-
tines and coronavirus at archokc.
org/health.

New Lenten study guides 
available! 

Archbishop Coakley encourages 
all clergy and lay people to spend 
time during Lent studying the 
latest pastoral letter, “Go Make 
Disciples! Building a Culture of 
Conversion and Discipleship for 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City” 
with the help of new study guides 
in English and Spanish. The letter 
and pastoral plan lay out the 
vision for the archdiocese through 
2030. Find the pastoral letter and 
study guides at archokc.org/Vi-
sion2030.

Become a seminarian pen pal!
Our seminarians are away from 

home for months at a time during 
their formation. While at seminary, 
they would like to hear from peo-
ple back home in Oklahoma! To 
become a Seminarian Pen Pal, go 
online to archokc.org/penpal, find 
their addresses and write a note.

Deacon formation program
The application period is open 

for the Permanent Deacon Class 
of 2025. To apply, meet with the 
pastor at the parish where you are 
registered. The pastor will request 
an application be e-mailed to you. 
Complete application and provide 
supporting documents; e-mail 
completed application as instructed 
in the packet for review and assess-
ment. Applications will be accepted 
through May 29. E-mail questions 
to nmejstrik@archokc.org.

Summer Camp
Registration is open for Our Lady 

of Guadalupe Catholic Summer 
Camp. Register at archokc.org/
camp. Stay connected: Text SUM-
MERCAMP to 84576; follow on 
Facebook and Instagram @OLOG-
CATHOLICCAMP. 

Chrism Mass
The Chrism Mass is 6 p.m. April 

7 at the Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. 
The Mass is closed to the public. 
Watch online at archokc.org/live 
or on Facebook Live.

Rosary school auction
Rosary Catholic School will 

have an auction April 18. Anyone 
interested in being a sponsor for 
the fundraiser can contact Cindy 
Miller at (405) 203-4606.

Day of Prayer, Reflection
The Council of Catholic Women, 

Tulsa Diocese, is hosting a Day of 
Prayer and Reflection for Catholic 
women, “Whispers of God’s Love,” 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. April 18 at St. Ben-
edict, 2200 W. Ithica St. in Broken 
Arrow. $25, includes a continental 
breakfast and lunch. Contact Mary 
Bisett at (918) 260-7491. 

A Day of Reflection
“A Day of Silence at the Abbey” 

with Br. Damian Whalen, O.S.B., 
will be 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. April 25 
at St. Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee. 
Early bird discount $30; $35 at the 
door, includes lunch. Contact (405) 
878-5656, retreats@monksok.org.

Calf fry
St. William in Durant is hosting 

the 8th annual Calf Fry Noon – 2 
p.m. April 26. Tickets to eat are 
$20 and kids under age 12 eat 
free. Tickets for the $5,000 cash 
drawing are $20 or six for $100. 
Contact (580) 924-1989.

Radiothon
The Oklahoma Catholic Radio 

Spring Radiothon is May 5-6. The 
Fall Radiothon is Nov. 10-11. Visit 
okcr.org to find a local station.

Nurses Day Mass
The Nurses Day Mass is 6 p.m. 

May 8 at St. James, 4201 S. 
McKinley in Oklahoma City. A din-
ner and presentation will follow. 
RSVP to Lynn Sandoval at (405) 
752-3866, Lynn.sandoval@mercy.
net. 

Gospel of Life school
The Gospel of Life Disciples pres-

ent Dedicate Yourself to Disciple-
ship: Encounter Christ through 
prayer, study, community and 
service.” The summer session is 
June - August and fall session is 
September – December. Contact 
Jim Armour at (405) 278-6659, 
jim@gospeloflifedisciples.org.

Join the Serra Club
The Serra Club of Oklahoma 

City is a group of lay people who 
promote and pray for vocations in 
the archdiocese. The group meets 
at 10:30 a.m. on the third Tues-
day of each month at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway. It is followed by Mass 
and an optional lunch in the refec-
tory for $10. All welcome. 

Memorial Day Masses
Archbishop Coakley will celebrate 

Mass at 9 a.m. and Archbishop 
Emeritus Beltran will celebrate 
Mass at 11 a.m. on May 25 at 
Resurrection Memorial Cemetery 
Chapel in Oklahoma City. Everyone 
is invited to attend as we remember 

the dead on this national holiday.

Angels of Destiny
The Deaconess Pregnancy and 

Adoption Angels of Destiny event 
is May 28 at the National Cowboy 
and Western Heritage Museum. 
The speaker is Tony Dungy, former 
NFL football coach and father of 
10, seven of whom are adopted. 
Tickets $150 pp and include din-
ner. Visit www.deaconessadoption.
org or call (405) 949-4200. Spon-
sorships available.

Archbishop’s Pentecost Vigil 
Mass

A Vigil Mass for the Feast of 
Pentecost with Archbishop Coakley 
will be at 5 p.m. May 30. Venue 
information will be released as 
soon as possible. Join in prayer for 
a greater outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit and a New Pentecost in the 
archdiocese. Text PENTECOSTNO-
VENA to 84576 or visit archokc.
flocknote.com/Novena2020 to 

receive daily prayers leading up 
to Pentecost. Prayers also avail-
able at www.archokc.org/devo-
tion-to-the-holy-spirit.

Mental illness presentation
The National Alliance on Mental 

Illness Greater OKC will be pre-
senting a program to all priests, 
deacons, parish staff, youth min-
isters and ushers concerning how 
the Catholic community responds 
to the mentally ill and their fami-
lies. The event is 9 a.m. June 11 at 
St. John the Baptist in Edmond. 
RSVP at (405) 408-0886.

A Day of Reflection
“Our Mother’s Heart: The Im-

maculate Treasure of Love” with 
Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., 
will be 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. June 20 
at St. Gregory’s Abbey in Shaw-
nee. Early bird discount $30; $35 
at the door, includes lunch. Con-
tact (405) 878-5656, retreats@
monksok.org.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Se amable

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

“Se amable, pues cada persona con la que te 
cruzas está librando su ardua batalla”. Estas 
palabras podrían haber sido escritas específi-
camente con nosotros en mente. Pero, estas 
son las palabras y la sabiduría de un filósofo 
judío llamado Filón de Alejandría que vivió en 
Egipto durante el tiempo de Nuestro Señor. ¡La 
sabiduría es eterna! ¡Estamos luchando nuevas 
batallas a diario! 

Hoy, la incertidumbre causada por el coro-

navirus nos deja a todos desorientados, temer-
osos y nerviosos. Esta no es la Cuaresma que 
había imaginado que podría ser. Mucho ha 
cambiado desde el Miércoles de Ceniza.

Las disciplinas de Cuaresma que tenía en 
mente no son las que el Señor ha elegido para 
mí o para ninguno de nosotros. Es un tipo de 
viaje diferente al que había trazado para mí. 
Todos debemos estar atentos y receptivos a la 
gracia que se nos ofrece durante esta tempora-

da y en nuestras actuales circunstan-
cias extraordinarias.

Por lo general, el Viernes Santo es 
excepcional porque es el único día del 
año en que no se celebra la misa. En 
ese día, nos enfocamos en la pasión y 
muerte del Señor. En estos días, to-
dos los días son como el Viernes Santo 
porque no solo las celebraciones públi-
cas de la Misa, sino también el acceso a 
la Sagrada Comunión no está disponible 
debido a preocupaciones de salud y la 
seguridad pública. Esto no tiene prece-
dentes en nuestro tiempo, tal vez jamás.

¿Cuál es la gracia que el Señor nos 
está ofreciendo? ¿Podría ser que el 
Señor nos está invitando a detenernos y 
darnos cuenta del gran regalo, a menu-
do poco apreciado, que hemos recibido 
en la Misa y la Sagrada Eucaristía? 
Fácilmente podemos dar por sentados 
estos dones sagrados. ¿Es este ayuno 
eucarístico forzado una invitación al ar-
repentimiento al volverse hacia el Señor 
y reconocer las profundidades de un 
hambre dentro de nosotros que solo el 
Señor puede satisfacer?

Al igual que Jesús, que ayunó y oró 
durante 40 días en el desierto, en estos 

días enfrentamos 
nuestras propias 
tentaciones y de-
monios. El miedo 
está en el corazón 
de esto. Miedo 
a la inseguridad 
económica, ansie-
dad debido a la 
caída de la Bolsa 
de Valores, la pérdida de empleos y el enemigo 
invisible que está propagando el contagio en 
todo el mundo en forma de COVID-19; todo 
esto puede dejarnos paralizados.

La experiencia de aislamiento provocada por 
esta pandemia y nuestra necesidad de practi-
car el distanciamiento social y evitar incluso 
reunirnos con un propósito tan sagrado como 
la Santa Misa nos deja sintiéndonos muy solos. 
El peligro es que nos encerramos en nosotros 
mismos, en lugar de recurrir al Señor. El Señor 
nos creó a su propia imagen, lo que significa 
que nos creó para estar en relación con los 
demás.

Uno de los tres pilares de la disciplina 
cuaresmal es la limosna o la misericordia (los 
otros son la oración y el ayuno). Me parece que 
el Señor nos está invitando a ser más consci-
entes de los demás en esta Cuaresma. Estamos 
siendo invitados a practicar la misericordia y la 
amabilidad.

“Me gusta más el amor que los sacrificios” 
(Oseas 6: 6). ¿De quién es la carga que podem-
os aliviar durante estos días? ¿A quién coloca 
el Señor en nuestro camino que requiere un 
gesto adicional de amabilidad o paciencia? 
Como oímos decir tan a menudo en estos días, 
“estamos todos juntos en esto”. De hecho, lo 
somos. Y Dios está con nosotros.

Línea directa de denuncia a terceras partes por el abuso 
sexual de obispos lanzada para las diócesis de EE. UU.

Queridos Hermanos y Hermanas 
en Cristo,  

 
Siguiendo la guía de la carta 

apostólica del Papa Francisco, Vos 
estis lux mundi (Ustedes son la 
luz del mundo), los obispos de los 
Estados Unidos se reunieron este 
otoño pasado para abordar el tema 
del abuso sexual y la respons-
abilidad del obispo en la Iglesia 
Católica global. El resultado de 
esa reunión es la creación de un 
sistema de informes de terceras 
partes para informar y evaluar 
específicamente las denuncias de 
abuso sexual y mala conducta con 
menores por parte de los obispos.  

Aunque hemos logrado un 
progreso significativo en muchos 
frentes desde la publicación en el 
2002 de la “Carta para la Protec-
ción de Niños y Jóvenes”, de los 
obispos de los Estados Unidos, 
necesitábamos extender la misma 
preocupación a las denuncias con-
tra los obispos. El nuevo sistema 
de informes de terceras partes lla-
mado servicio de Informe de Abuso 
de un Obispo Católico, manejará y 
evaluará los informes de abuso de 

menores que involucren a obispos 
actuales o retirados. Los informes 
pueden permanecer en el anoni-
mato.  

El nuevo sistema de informes, 
que se lanzó el 16 de marzo, es 
un mayor desarrollo de nuestro 
compromiso como pastores para 
crear y mantener entornos seguros 

para nuestros niños, nuestros 
adultos vulnerables y para todos 
los feligreses. El nuevo servicio de 
informes nos hace responsables 
y promueve la transparencia que 
nuestros feligreses exigen y mere-
cen.  

Continuamos expresando nues-
tro profundo dolor y nuestras más 

sinceras disculpas a cada persona 
que haya sido víctima de abuso 
sexual por parte de cualquiera 
que represente a la Iglesia, y por 
la complicidad y negligencia de 
quienes no respondieron adec-
uadamente a las denuncias de 
abuso. Como obispos, también 
nos lamentamos por los innumer-
ables sacerdotes fieles, dedicados 
y generosos que han enfrentado 
el ridículo y sospecha debido a los 
terribles crímenes de sus her-
manos.  

Si usted o cualquier persona que 
conozcas haya sido abusado por 
un miembro del clero o alguien 
que represente a la Iglesia, llame a 
la línea directa de respuesta pas-
toral de su diócesis y a las autori-
dades civiles correspondientes.  

Con la seguridad de mis ora-
ciones continuas, soy sincera-
mente suyo en Cristo,  

 
Reverendísimo Paul S. Coakley,  

Arzobispo de Oklahoma City

Los invito a pasar un momento 
tranquilo con el Señor en oración 
y reflexión sobre los pasajes de 
la Última Cena. Elija diferentes 
pasajes para diferentes días de la 
Semana Santa. Recomiendo Mateo 
26: 17-35, Marcos 14: 12-26, Lu-
cas 21: 7-38.

El Evangelio de Juan es especial, 
ya que no repitió lo que se encuen-
tra en los primeros tres evangelios, 
o en Primera de Corintios, con re-
specto a la Última Cena, pero tiene 
mucho material adicional que nos 
ayuda a tener una imagen más 
completa de las últimas horas de 
Jesús. rumbo al Huerto de Getse-
maní.

Por favor lea y reflexione sobre 
Juan desde el capítulo 13 hasta 
el 17, que incluye “La oración de 
Jesús”. ¡Guarden Juan 6 para la 
Adoración Eucarística después 
de la Misa de la Cena del Señor el 
Jueves Santo! Estoy seguro de que 
encontraran lugares en el inter-
net para ver los servicios. Que el 
Espíritu Santo te guíe mientras te 
preparas para nuestros días san-
tos del Triduo Pascual.

La Última Cena tiene muchas 
partes, pero esto no es complicado. 
¡Todos están conectados al amor!

El Señor comienza esta tarde de 
amor con el lavado de los pies, un 
trabajo que normalmente realizan 
los esclavos que trabajan en el ho-
gar. El mensaje de la Última Cena 

es sencillo. Jesús nos dice que sus 
discípulos se distinguirán por el 
servicio amoroso, incluso tareas 
serviles como el trabajo de un es-
clavo, y no ser servido o elogiados 
por otros.

Luego, viene la celebración de 
la Pascua, la Última Cena, nues-
tra Eucaristía. El Papa Benedicto 
XVI en su Exhortación Apostóli-
ca, “Sacramentum Caritatis”, 
termina su primer párrafo con 
estas palabras: “En el Sacramen-
to eucarístico Jesús sigue amán-
donos ‘hasta el extremo’, hasta el 
don de su cuerpo y de su sangre. 
¡Qué emoción debió embargar el 
corazón de los Apóstoles ante los 
gestos y palabras del Señor duran-
te aquella Cena! ¡Qué admiración 
ha de suscitar también en nuestro 
corazón el Misterio eucarístico!”

En el documento mencionado 
anteriormente, el Papa Benedicto 
nos recuerda las conexiones de la 
Última Cena entre la Eucaristía y 
el amor al final del párrafo 2 y el 
comienzo del 9:

“En particular, Jesús nos enseña 
en el sacramento de la Eucaristía 
la verdad del amor, que es la esen-
cia misma de Dios. Ésta es la ver-
dad evangélica que interesa a cada 
hombre y a todo el hombre. Por 
eso la Iglesia, cuyo centro vital es 
la Eucaristía, se compromete con-
stantemente a anunciar a todos, ‘a 
tiempo y a destiempo’ que Dios es 

amor. Precisamente porque Cristo 
se ha hecho por nosotros alimento 
de la Verdad, la Iglesia se dirige al 
hombre, invitándolo a acoger libre-
mente el don de Dios.”.

“‘En su muerte en la cruz se 
realiza ese ponerse Dios contra 
sí mismo, al entregarse para dar 
nueva vida al hombre y salvarlo: 
esto es el amor en su forma más 
radical’. En el Misterio pascual 
se ha realizado verdaderamente 
nuestra liberación del mal y de 
la muerte. En la institución de la 
Eucaristía, Jesús mismo habló de 
la ‘nueva y eterna alianza’, estipu-
lada en su sangre derramada.”

Por último, pero no menos im-
portante, en la Última Cena, Jesús 
nos dejó el don del sacerdocio, un 
llamado único, una vocación de 
servicio y amor. El párrafo 611 
del Catecismo nos recuerda: “La 
Eucaristía que instituyó en este 
momento será el ‘memorial’ de 
su sacrificio. Jesús incluye a los 
Apóstoles en su propia ofrenda y 
les manda perpetuarla. Así Jesús 
instituye a sus apóstoles sacer-
dotes de la Nueva Alianza: ‘Por el-
los me consagro a mí mismo para 
que ellos sean también consagra-
dos en la verdad’”.

La institución y el llamado al 
sacerdocio no pueden separarse 
de la declaración y el mandato 
que Cristo compartió en Juan 15, 
9: “Como el Padre me amó, así 

también los he amado yo: per-
manezcan en mi amor.” Necesi-
tamos amar y orar por todos los 
sacerdotes.

Termino esta columna con una 
porción del documento menciona-
do anteriormente por el Papa Ben-
edicto, párrafo 86: “Cuanto más 
vivo sea el amor por la Eucaristía 
en el corazón del pueblo cristiano, 
tanto más clara tendrá la tarea de 
la misión: llevar a Cristo. No es 
sólo una idea o una ética inspira-
da en Él, sino el don de su misma 
Persona. Quien no comunica la 
verdad del Amor al hermano no ha 
dado todavía bastante. La Eucar-
istía, como sacramento de nuestra 
salvación, nos lleva a considerar 
de modo ineludible la unicidad de 
Cristo y de la salvación realizada 
por Él a precio de su sangre.”.

Visite a Jesús en el Santísimo 
Sacramento, reconozca su presen-
cia real y dile solo cinco palabras: 
“Gracias Jesús. Te amo Jesús.”. 
Ya sabemos que él nos ama.
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La última cena está llena de amor
Servicio, Eucaristía, Sacerdocio

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Arzobispo Coakley suspende las Misas hasta 
el domingo de Pascua

OKLAHOMA CITY - El Reverendísimo Paul S. 
Coakley, arzobispo de Oklahoma City, sus-
pendió la celebración de Misas públicas en la 
Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City hasta el do-
mingo de Pascua, el 12 de abril, 
como precaución para proteger 
a los feligreses en riesgo y para 
frenar la propagación del corona-
virus (COVID-19).

“Sé que esto será difícil para 
muchos de nosotros, especial-
mente para nuestros sacerdotes, 
para quienes la Misa y la Euca-
ristía es el centro de nuestras 
vidas. Debido a la continua y 
rápida propagación de COVID-19, 
debemos tomar medidas adicio-
nales para proteger a la comuni-
dad y a nuestros feligreses que 
más están en peligro, para que to-
dos puedan permanecer seguros 
durante esta crisis de salud.

Durante este tiempo tan 
peligroso, yo y todos nuestros 
sacerdotes continuaremos cel-
ebrando nuestra Misa diaria y 
rezamos por sus intenciones, por 
sus necesidades y las de toda la 
Iglesia y por todos los afectados 
por el virus en todo el mundo.

Esta época de Cuaresma es un tiempo 
de oración, ayuno y obras de misericordia. 
COVID-19 arroja una nueva luz sobre cómo es-
tamos siendo invitados a orar, ayunar y practi-
car la misericordia. Les insto a que se dediquen 
a la oración con profunda fe y perseverancia. 

Oren por ustedes mismos y oren por los demás. 
Te recomiendo la hermosa oración del rosa-
rio y la Corona de la Divina Misericordia, así 
como pasar el tiempo rezando con las lecturas 

diarias de la Iglesia para la Misa a pesar de que 
no podemos asistir a Misa en persona. Hagan 
visitas y pase tiempo en oración ante el Señor 
que está presente en el Sagrario.

Tengan la seguridad de que superaremos esto 
juntos, confiando en las riquezas de nuestra fe 

católica y nuestra confianza en el Señor Jesús 
y el poder del Espíritu Santo. Usted y sus seres 
queridos están en mis oraciones. Que Dios los 
bendiga y los mantenga a salvo. Beato Stanley 

Rother, ruega por nosotros.
El arzobispo Coakley, los pár-

rocos y el personal de la can-
cillería, en coordinación con los 
funcionarios de salud, continu-
arán monitoreando la situación y 
tomarán más medidas según sea 
necesario.

El arzobispo Coakley ha imple-
mentado las siguientes precau-
ciones temporeras para iglesias 
y escuelas en la Arquidiócesis 
de Oklahoma City hasta el 12 de 
abril:

- Todas las Misas y liturgias 
públicas, es decir, Vía Crucis y 
Ritos Penitenciales, están can-
celados hasta el domingo de 
Pascua;

- Las escuelas católicas per-
manecerán cerradas al menos 
hasta el domingo 5 de abril;

- El Sacramento de la Reconcil-
iación y Penitencia puede contin-
uar mientras esté detrás de una 
ventanilla;

- Las Confirmaciones están suspendidas;
- La Misa Crismal estará cerrada al público;
- Las fuentes de Agua Bendita deben vaciarse 

durante la temporada de Cuaresma;
- Evite, cancele o posponga eventos y re-

uniones no esenciales. 
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March 

Fifth Sunday of Lent.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
man. Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com.   

April 

Feast of St. Francis of Paola.

Feast of St. Isidore.
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Jobs Box
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 
executive director

The Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City is seeking an executive 
director for the Bl. Stanley Rother 
Shrine. This position is respon-
sible for the operation of the 
shrine, which is under construc-
tion in Oklahoma City. Duties 
include leading the planning and 
execution of all business and 
operational aspects of the shrine; 
providing executive leadership for 
lay employees and contractors 
supporting the shine; strategic 
planning for the facilities, pro-
grams, resource development and 
outreach; serving as the assistant 
secretary of the board of direc-
tors for the shrine corporation as 
a non-voting member; and pro-
motion of pilgrimages and other 
activities that will take place on 
the campus. Must be a faithful 

Catholic who is active in parish 
life and forms life around the 
teachings of the Church; pos-
sess a bachelor’s degree from an 
accredited institution of higher 
education (a master’s degree in 
business or other discipline using 
analytical processes preferred); 
five years in executive leadership 
with complete financial respon-
sibility; demonstrated ability to 
provide oversight to staff and 
volunteers. Experience in shrine 
leadership preferred. Bilingual 
in Spanish strongly preferred. 
Send inquiries and resumes to 
nlargent@archokc.org.

Principal - OKC
Sacred Heart in Oklahoma 

City is seeking a principal for the 
2020-2021 school year; a school 
administrator who embodies 
Catholic ideals and possesses the 

vision, leadership and commu-
nication skills necessary to drive 
continued, dynamic educational 
growth and faculty development in 
our community. The qualified ap-
plicant must be a practicing Cath-
olic and an outstanding educator 
with a minimum of five years of 
teaching experience. Administra-
tive experience and bilingual in 
Spanish preferred. Applicants are 
expected to meet archdiocesan 
requirements. Salary and benefits 
will be commensurate with experi-
ence and archdiocesan guidelines. 
Position effective July 1. Contact 
the Office of the Superintendent, 
P.O. Box 32180, OKC 73123 or 
call (405) 721-4202.

Teachers – Ponca City
St. Mary Catholic School in 

Ponca City is seeking teachers 
for Pre-K (3-year-old class M, 

W, F), second grade and fourth 
grade. Competitive pay and ben-
efits. Christian environment with 
smaller class sizes. Oklahoma 
certification required. Contact 
(580) 765-4387, sarah.hunsaker@
smsponcacity.org.

Math/engineering instructor
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School has an opening for a 
mathematics/engineering instruc-
tor in the STEM department. The 
successful candidate would be re-
sponsible for teaching sections of 
Principles of Engineering, Pre-Cal-
culus, and STEM II; as well as 
coaching the First Tech Challenge 
Robotics team. For the full job de-
scription and to apply, visit www.
bmchs.org/employment.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.archokc.org/jobs-box.

Palm Sunday of the Passion of 
the Lord.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
man. Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com.   

Monday of Holy Week.

Tuesday of Holy Week.

Chrism Mass, 6 p.m., live-
streamed from The Cathedral 

of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help.

Wednesday of Holy Week.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
No. 168 will meet at 7 p.m., 
Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
City. Contact (405) 739-0036, 
OklaPost168@cox.net.

Holy Thursday - CPC Closed.

Friday of the Passion of the 
Lord - CPC Closed.

Holy Saturday.

Benedictine Oblates meet 
the second Saturday every 
month, 12:30 p.m. - 3 p.m. 
They seek God via prayer, 
Lectio Divina and spiritual 
discussion. Contact Judith 
Martin, (405) 635-5665, 
jmmartinosb@yahoo.com for 
more information and loca-
tion directions.
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Fiscal Year 2019 financial audit results of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

                     June 30 
       2019               2018
 $3,317,787   $3,290,614 
 25,905,166   38,079,606 
   2,025,603     1,915,832 
   1,980,806     2,266,491 
        46,481          99,662 
 
   1,031,559          24,016 
      914,555        430,508 
   9,403,562     9,704,594 
      861,990        841,222 
 
   1,504,957     1,055,376 
   1,624,260     1,286,925 
      427,423        389,621 
   4,312,353     4,136,211 
        84,075     1,600,955 
   4,087,274             - 
      183,443        146,872 
 
      390,671        169,977 
 
 58,101,965   65,438,482 
 
 
 
   2,527,299     1,769,266 
   1,614,919     1,806,695 
   2,408,126     2,039,790 
      215,287        163,883 
      183,693        164,560 
      586,046        543,132 
      542,015        599,188 
      441,571        463,214 
      212,038        158,986 
      361,614        361,613 
      357,418        376,023 
   1,122,896        765,886 
 
      336,700        391,008 
      264,108        264,527 
      161,675        153,752 
      226,956        194,129 
      203,734        162,801 
      199,043        124,106 
        32,093          58,338 
        74,643        101,419 
$12,071,874  $10,662,316 
 
  $8,859,935    $8,009,421 
    1,376,841      1,505,181 
          3,300           32,003 
      114,500         114,793 
          4,000           16,033 
   2,128,501         480,181 
   1,098,869         959,366 
      947,682      1,011,074 
   1,395,148         922,450 
   1,389,750      1,313,708 
   1,913,673      2,099,276 
      717,117         563,486 
 19,949,316    17,026,972 
 32,021,190    27,689,288 
 
 26,080,775   37,749,194 
 
 
 
    (1,440,447)    1,001,470 
   24,640,328   38,750,664 
  134,293,000   95,542,336 
$158,933,328        $134,293,000 

Revenues, Support, and Gains
 Contributions and collections: 
   Annual Catholic appeal
   Capital campaign
   Archdiocesan assessments
   Fees of budgeted departments and offices
   Priest medical collections
   Property additions of Bishop McGuinness
    Catholic High School
   Bequests and other
   Insurance premiums, net
   Oil, gas, and royalty income
   Interest and dividend income:
     PDLF investment pool
     Investments
     Notes receivable
   Net gains on investments
   Gain on sale of property and equipment
   Gain on sale of St. Ann’s Nursing Home
   Other income
   Change in value of beneficial interests in
     charitable trusts held by others

                Total revenues, gains and other support

Expenses
  Budgeted departments and offices:
   Pastoral Center
   Administration
   Capital campaign
   Evangelization and Catechesis
   Safe Environment
   Archdiocesan Newspaper (Sooner Catholic)
   Office of Christian Education
   Youth Ministry
   Office of Family Life
   Hispanic Ministry
   Our Lady of Guadalupe
   Office of Planning, Stewardship, and Development
   Ministry to Priests, Permanent Deacons, and
     Clergy Education
   Hospital Ministry
   Tribunal
   Office of Worship and Spiritual Life
   United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
   Archival
   Priests’ welfare, retirement, and disability
   Property taxes and insurance
                   Total budgeted departments and offices
Sponsored programs and other subsidies:
   Insurance claims and settlements
   Administrative self-insurance costs
   Pilgrimage
   Campus ministry
   Ecumenical and interreligious
   Contributions made to others
   Seminarian programs
   Net periodic pension benefit cost
   PDLF investment pool interest expense
   Depreciation
   Provision for uncollectabel contributions
   Other
         Total sponsored programs and other subsidies
                                                          Total expenses

Change in Net Assets from Operations

Gain (Loss) associated with pension benefits that are
  not recognized immediately as a component of net 
  periodic benefit cost
Change in Net Assets
Net Assets, Beginning of Year
Net Assets, End of Year

Assets
   Cash
   Investments
   Accounts receivable, net
   Contributions receivable, net
   Notes receivable, net
   Prepaid expenses and other assets
   Property and equipment, net
   Beneficial interests in charitable trusts held by others
                                                    Total assets

Liabilities and Net Assets
   Accounts payable
   Funds due to related parties
   Contributions payable, net
   Investments managed for related parties
   Accrued insurance claims and settlements
   Accrued pension benefit cost
                                                Total liabilities

Net Assets:
  Without donor restrictions
    Undesignated
    Designated
    Accumulated pension related changes other than                   
      net periodic pension benefit costs
    Invested in property and equipment

  With donor restrictions
    Perpetual in nature
    Purpose restrictions
    Time-restricted for future periods

                                             Total net assets
                        Total liabilities and net assets

          2019          2018
    $3,384,206    $10,151,070 
  135,891,078    116,386,951 
      1,580,401        2,241,376 
    36,118,915      24,753,889 
    14,672,809      16,140,476 
         129,098             96,589 
    38,495,889      36,864,397 
         557,621        1,269,900 
$230,830,017           $207,904,648 
 
 
    $1,177,281      $1,564,143 
      2,898,448        1,955,464 
         907,200           562,365 
    52,143,854      56,222,984 
      1,337,030        1,389,509 
    13,432,876      11,917,183 
  $71,896,689    $73,611,648 
 
 
 
    36,907,202      34,443,353 
    21,857,583      22,341,944 
 
    (4,604,487)     (3,164,040)
    38,495,889      36,864,397 
    92,656,187      90,485,654 
 
 
      6,736,532        6,602,194 
    58,982,988      35,935,252 
         557,621        1,269,900 
    66,277,141      43,807,346 
  158,933,328    134,293,000 
$230,830,017  $207,904,648 
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 The new reporting system, 
which launched on March 16, 
is a further development of our 
commitment as your shepherds 
to creating and maintaining safe 
environments for our children, 
our vulnerable adults and for all 
parishioners. The new reporting 
service holds us accountable and 
furthers the transparency that our 
parishioners demand and deserve. 

 We continue to express our 
profound sorrow and most sin-
cere apologies to each person who 
has ever been a victim of sexual 
abuse by anyone representing the 
Church, and for the complicity 
and negligence of those who failed 
to respond adequately to reports of 

abuse. As bishops, we also grieve 
for the countless faithful, dedi-
cated and generous priests who 
have faced ridicule and suspicion 
because of the terrible crimes of 
their brothers.  

 If you or anyone you know has 
been abused by a member of the 
clergy or anyone representing the 
Church, please call your diocese’s 
pastoral response hotline and the 
proper civil authorities.  

 With the assurance of my con-
tinued prayers, I am 

 Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

Most Rev. Paul S. Coakley 
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

continued from page 1

Sunday Mass.
“We figured a lot of young people, who 

may not be inclined to read a book, might 
be willing to listen to a podcast,” Palmer 
said.

During the episode on soil, they reflect-
ed on times in their lives when dealt with 
thorny soil. 

Operating with thorny soil led them to 
failing and sin. But, proper seed and wa-
ter from God and his word can help them 

live a lives 
of joy and 
disciple-
ship. 

They’ve 
already 
received 
positive 
feedback.

“We have 
six or sev-
en priests 
who tell us 
they listen 
regular-
ly,” Jayce 
pointed 
out. One 
is quar-
antined a 

half a world away in Italy.
Usually, the three friends will get to-

gether and tape an episode or two with 
the help of their producer Avery Holt, who 
serves as the digital media coordinator for 
the archdiocese.

An upcoming podcast will address the 
coronavirus and, specifically, a recent 
column by Archbishop Coakley, entitled 
“A mortal contagion.”

“Like Archbishop Coakley said, there is 
no cure for the virus but there is a cure 
for sin,” Palmer said. “It’s Christ.”

Especially now with the postponement 
of public Masses, the group urged all to 
listen to the podcast and help deepen 
their faith. While the show’s target audi-
ence is a younger demographic, they said 
any Catholic can learn and relate. 

This outreach won’t stop with the con-
clusion of Lent.

“We will continue after that with our 
stories of discipleship,” Palmer said.

Steve Gust is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

James Riter recording a podcast in the studio at the Catholic Pastoral Center in 

Oklahoma City. 

Chris Beck, James Riter and Jayce Palmer created a new archdiocesan podcast entitled 
“Red Dirt Catholics.” Photos Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.

Google Podcasts: https://bit.ly/32JJZUY    Pocket Cast: https://pca.st/vaprwnk0    Website: archokc.org/reddirtcatholics

Available on Apple 
Podcasts, Spotify and Stitcher 
as well as at the links below:


