
VATICAN CITY – There 
is an urgent need for per-
sonal conversion, without 
which the temptations of 
Satan, and the presence of 
evil, create a “hell here on 
earth,” Pope Francis said in 
his 2020 Lenten message.

“Christian joy flows from 
listening to, and accepting, 
the Good News of the death 
and resurrection of Jesus,” 
he said. “Whoever believes 

this message rejects the lie 
that our life is ours to do 
with as we will.”

Rather, the pope said, life 
is born of the love of God 
our Father.

“If we listen instead to the 
tempting voice of the ‘father 
of lies,’ we risk sinking into 
the abyss of absurdity, and 
experiencing hell here on 
earth, as all too many tragic 
events in the personal and 

Safe Haven Sunday will take place the sec-
ond Sunday of Lent, March 7-8. On this 
particular weekend, parents, grandpar-
ents and all families can learn about the 

harm of pornography, how it negatively impacts 
marriages and families and destroys the way of life 
God has commanded. 

In 2015, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
issued the formal statement, “Create in Me a Clean 
Heart: A Pastoral Response to Pornography.” In 
the document, they encourage pastors to embrace 
their duty to protect children from pornography. 
According to the “Dioceses Implementation Guide 

Year One,” Safe Haven Sunday is meant to equip 
families with information about pornography and 
help parents learn how to safeguard children.

“Safe Haven Sunday is a weekend set aside by di-
oceses and parishes to directly address the harms 
of pornography in an appropriate way. Within the 
context of the Mass, dioceses and parishes are able 
to provide teaching and resources that will support 
and protect individuals, marriages and families in 
making all homes a safe haven,” the guide states. 

“The use of pornography by anyone in the home 
deprives the home of its role as a safe haven and 
has negative effects throughout a family’s life and 
across generations. Implementing Safe Haven 
Sunday is accomplished by following step-by-step 
instructions.” 

According to research cited in that document, the 
average child is first exposed to pornography by 
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Go Make Disciples

Safe Haven Sunday addresses 
addiction of pornography

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

Safe Haven Sunday March 8

Personal conversion needed to confront 
Satan’s lies, pope says in Lent message

Pope Francis offers Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica Feb. 1. Photo 
Daniel Ibanez/CNA.

By Hannah Brockhaus 
Catholic News Agency

continued on page 6

Find resources 
to help talk to 
families about 

pornography at
CleanHeart.

online/archokc. 

Safe Haven 
Sunday

continued on page 5
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a The application period is 
open for the Permanent Dea-
con Class of 2025. To apply, 
meet with the pastor at the 
parish where you are regis-
tered. The pastor will request 
an application be e-mailed 
to you. Complete applica-
tion and provide supporting 
documents; e-mail complet-
ed application as instructed 
in the packet for review and 
assessment. Applications will 
be accepted through May 29. 
E-mail questions to 
nmejstrik@archokc.org.

a To become a Seminarian 
Pen Pal, go online to 
archokc.org/penpal, find 
their addresses and write a 
note. They would like to hear 
from people back home in 
Oklahoma! 

a St. Anthony Catholic 
School Alumni Association is 
planning an all-school re-
union at 1 p.m. Aug. 1, at the 
St. Anthony School Activity 
Center (gym) for anyone who 
attended St. Anthony school 
from 1917 to 1970. Reserva-
tions for the barbecue din-
ner, $20 pp, may be sent to 
Maxine Hinshaw, 2208 Field-
stone Ct., Okmulgee 74447. 
Deadline June 15. Contact 
Larry Biddle at certplus@hot-
mail.com or (918) 756-1792.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

The season of our Lenten renewal is upon us. On 
Ash Wednesday, we were marked with ashes and 
exhorted to repent and believe the Good News, the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. These 40 days are a journey 
of faith and conversion leading to a renewal of our 
baptismal commitment at Easter, or for those who 
are journeying as catechumens or candidates, this 
season leads to the celebration of the Easter sacra-
ments with us for the first time. 

Lent is a time to experience again the Good News 
that God loves us, that he sent his Son Jesus to suf-
fer and die for us, that he has conquered sin by his 
victory over death and that he has given us a share in 
his life by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit into our 
hearts. 

We are his beloved sons and daughters. Jesus, Our 
Lord, has gone before us to prepare a place for us in 
the Father’s house. We are heirs to a heavenly king-
dom that we are called to help advance now through 
the works of charity, justice and mercy.

I pray that each of us – each member of the faith-
ful, each household, 
each parish – will find a 
fruitful path shaped by 
the traditional threefold 
disciplines of prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving 
during these holy days.

As we begin this sea-
son of Lent, I want to 
propose a few additional 
resources to help foster 
not only personal con-
version, but also renew-
al within our homes, 
parishes, schools and 
catechetical programs 
and discipleship groups 
of whatever sort.

Last year, as a foun-
dational piece of our 
archdiocesan pastoral 
planning process, I 
published a pastoral 
letter called “Go Make 
Disciples! Building a 
Culture of Conversion 
and Discipleship for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.” The pastoral letter 
is an extended reflection on the Parable of the Sower 
that we find in Matthew 13.

It invites us to consider that the fruitfulness of the 
harvest depends on the quality of the soil. It invites 
us to cultivate good soil and remove the obstacles 
from our hearts and our communities that prevent 
God’s word from bearing good fruit within us. This is 
an essential step in building a culture of conversion 
and missionary discipleship as we prepare for a new 
Pentecost and advance a new evangelization for the 

renewal of the Church 
in Oklahoma.

I have asked our 
priests and deacons to 
help encourage all of the 
faithful of the archdio-
cese to read and study 
the pastoral letter, “Go 
Make Disciples! Building 
a Culture of Conversion 
and Discipleship” during Lent. Our staff recently has 
completed two study guides (others are forthcom-
ing) to help individuals, families and small groups of 
all sorts to enter more deeply into reflection on the 
teaching of the pastoral letter. 

One resource is a one-session study guide. The oth-
er is a five-part study intended to help participants 
take a deeper dive into the content of the pastoral 
letter. Other guides specially written for families, chil-
dren and youth are nearly complete. 

The other resource 
that I encourage 
you to spend time 
with this Lent is the 
pastoral plan, which 
was introduced at the 
Archdiocesan Convo-
cation in December. 
“Vision 2030, A Pasto-
ral Plan for the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma 
City” is intended to 
be read in light of the 
pastoral letter and 
vice-versa. The two go 
together. Vision 2030 
lays out a plan that is 
the fruit of more than 
two years of discern-
ment and consulta-
tion. It will guide the 
pastoral activities of 
the archdiocese for 
the next 10 years. 

It articulates our 
pastoral priorities, 

beginning with building a culture of conversion and 
discipleship. The other priorities include strengthen-
ing education and formation, addressing the unique 
needs of the young, strengthening marriages and 
family life and integrating our ministry efforts to 
better serve the needs of our growing Hispanic popu-
lation and other cultural groups. 

During the years to come, all these priorities will 
be addressed through the twin lenses of love of God 
and love of neighbor. Be assured of my prayers for a 
fruitful Lent and a rich harvest of holiness.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Resources for the Lenten journey

We pray for our 
Holy Father, our bishop, our 
pastor, all ordained and for 
all in leadership positions in 

the Catholic Church. 
May their attempts to 

promote human dignity and 
the common good bear fruit in 

our Lenten prayer 
and penance. 

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

March 1 – Rite of Election, 2 p.m., 4:30 p.m. and 7 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
March 3 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis De Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
March 3 – Personnel Board meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
March 4 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:20 a.m., St. Mary, Ponca City
March 5 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., St. Philip Neri, Midwest City
March 5 – Archdiocesan Safe Environment Annual In-Service, 1 p.m., CPC 
March 5 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC 
March 7 – Order of Malta Healing Mass, 10 a.m., Christ the King, OKC 
March 8 – Confirmation, 11 a.m., Sacred Heart, Konawa
March 9 – USCCB Pro-Life Committee meeting and Religious Liberty Committee meeting, Washington, D.C. 
March 10-11 – USCCB Administrative Committee meeting, Washington, D.C. 
March 11-12 – Conference on Immigration, Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C. 
March 13 – Archdiocesan School Advisory Council meeting, 7:30 a.m., CPC 
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Pope shares his “dreams” for Amazon region, 
its Catholic community

VATICAN CITY – Pope Francis said he dreams 
of an Amazon region where the rights of the 
poor and indigenous are respected, local cul-
tures are preserved, nature is protected and 
the Catholic Church is present and active with 
“Amazonian features.”

In his apostolic exhortation “Querida Amazo-
nia” (Beloved Amazonia), Pope Francis made no 
mention of the idea of ordaining married men 
to the priesthood so that far-flung Catholic 
communities would have regular access to the 
Eucharist.

Instead, he said “every effort should be made 
to ensure that the Amazonian people do not 
lack this food of new life and the sacrament of 
forgiveness.”

“A specific and courageous response is 
required of the Church” to meet the needs of 
Catholics, he said, without dictating what that 
response would be.

However, Pope Francis opened the document 
saying he wanted “to officially present the final 
document” of October’s Synod of Bishops for 
the Amazon. The final document asked for 
criteria to be drawn up “to ordain as priests 
suitable and respected men of the community 
with a legitimately constituted and stable fam-
ily, who have had a fruitful permanent diacon-
ate and receive an adequate formation for the 
priesthood, in order to sustain the life of the 
Christian community through the preaching 
of the word and the celebration of the sacra-
ments in the most remote areas of the Amazon 
region.”

Speaking about the final document, Pope 
Francis wrote that the synod “profited from the 
participation of many people who know better 
than myself or the Roman Curia the problems 
and issues of the Amazon region.”

Having a Church with “Amazonian features,” 
he said, also will require greater efforts to evan-
gelize, official recognition of the role women 
have and continue to play in the region’s Cath-
olic communities, a respect for popular forms 
of piety and greater efforts to inculturate the 
Catholic faith in Amazonian cultures.

In the document, Pope Francis did not men-

tion the theft during the synod of wooden 
statues of a pregnant woman, usually referred 
to by the media as “pachamama” or described 
as a symbol of life and fertility by synod partic-
ipants.

But, he insisted, “Let us not be quick to 
describe as superstition or paganism certain 
religious practices that arise spontaneously 
from the life of peoples.”

The pope devoted several long passages to 
the theme of “inculturation,” the process by 
which the faith becomes “incarnate” in a local 
culture, taking on local characteristics that are 
in harmony with the faith and giving the local 
culture values and traits that come from the 
universal Church.

“There is a risk,” he said, “that evangelizers 
who come to a particular area may think that 
they must not only communicate the Gospel 
but also the culture in which they grew up.”

Instead, he said, “what is needed is coura-
geous openness to the novelty of the Spirit, 
who is always able to create something new 
with the inexhaustible riches of Jesus Christ.”

One of the characteristics of many Catholic 
communities in the Amazon, he wrote, is that, 
in the absence of priests, they are led and sus-
tained by “strong and generous women, who, 
undoubtedly called and prompted by the Holy 
Spirit, baptized, catechized, prayed and acted 
as missionaries.”

While the idea of ordaining women deacons 
was mentioned at the synod, it was not includ-
ed in the bishops’ final document.

In his exhortation, Pope Francis said the 
idea that women’s status and participation in 
the Church could come only with ordination 
“would lead us to clericalize women, dimin-
ish the great value of what they have already 
accomplished and 
subtly make their 
indispensable contri-
bution less effective.”

Instead, he called 
for including women 
in roles “that do not 
entail holy orders,” 
but that are stably 
established, public-
ly recognized and 
include “a commis-

sion from the bishop” and a voice in decision 
making.

Peppered with poetry praising the region’s 
beauty or lamenting its destruction, much of 
the document looks at the exploitation of the 
Amazon region’s indigenous communities and 
poor inhabitants and the destruction of its nat-
ural resources.

“The Amazon region has been presented as 
an enormous empty space to be filled, a source 
of raw materials to be developed (and) a wild 
expanse to be domesticated,” the pope wrote. 
“None of this recognizes the rights of the orig-
inal peoples; it simply ignores them as if they 
did not exist or acts as if the lands on which 
they live do not belong to them.”

The destruction of the forest, the polluting 
of the Amazon River and its tributaries and 
the disruption and contamination of the land 
by mining industries, he said, further impov-
erish the region’s poor, increase the chances 
that they will become victims of trafficking and 
destroy their communities and cultures, which 
are based on a close and care-filled relation-
ship with nature.

“The inescapable truth is that, as things 
stand, this way of treating the Amazon territo-
ry spells the end for so much life, for so much 
beauty, even though people would like to keep 
thinking that nothing is happening,” Pope 
Francis wrote.

Yet, he said, “from the original peoples, we 
can learn to contemplate the Amazon region 
and not simply analyze it, and thus appreciate 
this precious mystery that transcends us. We 
can love it, not simply use it, with the result 
that love can awaken a deep and sincere inter-
est. Even more, we can feel intimately a part of 
it and not only defend it.”

By Cindy Wooden  
Catholic News Service 

Archbishop 
Coakley led 
the prayer for 
Oklahoma’s 
congressional 
delegation 
during the 
2020 Oklahoma 
Governor’s Prayer 
Breakfast Feb. 18 
at the National 
Cowboy and 
Western Heritage 
Museum in 
Oklahoma City. 
Photo John 
Williams.

L E N T E N   O R G A N   R E C I T A L   S E R I E S 
Sundays at 3PM at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 

 
All recitals are FREE and open to the public 

 

March 8 
Robert Fasol 

Organist and Choirmaster at St. Luke United Methodist, 
Oklahoma City 

 

March 15 
Adam Pajan 
Director of Music and Organist at St. Mark Catholic, Norman 
and Instructor of Organ at the University of Oklahoma 
 

March 22 
Tim Marek 

Associate Organist at All Souls Episcopal, Nichols Hills 
and University Organist at Southern Nazarene University 

  

 
March 29 

Alvez Barkoskie IV 
Director of Sacred Music and Organist  
at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic, Oklahoma City 
 
A light reception will follow the 3/29 recital 
 

 
 

 
 

 
1901 N.W. 18th Street, Oklahoma City, OK.  73106  �  405-528-0485  �   stfrancisokc.com 
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SSM Health St. Anthony Hospital recently announced the opening of a newly expanded area designed to enhance 
care for cancer patients. The opening of the newest addition to the Frank C. Love Cancer Institute was commemo-
rated in a blessing ceremony on Feb. 14. The state-of-the-art facility was funded by nearly $5 million in donations. 
Front Row: Dr. David Lam, Dr. Michael Bowen, Dr. Gary Rahe, Dr. Thy Nguyen, Jamie Farha, Tammy Powell, Mike 
Milligan, Sherry Rhodes. Back Row: Stacy Coleman, Dr. Todd Kliewer, Dr. Ralph Ganick, Jenny Love Meyer, Danny 
Hilliard, Joe Hodges, Brent Stockwell. Photo provided.

Parishioners at St. Mary Catholic Church in Ardmore celebrated Christmas by delivering gift bags with 10 
presents in each bag for 27 veterans who reside in the Ardmore veteran’s retirement home. The veterans have 
no family so St. Mary women’s club, St. Mary thrift store and parishioner Dr. Bobby Gunter donated funds to 
purchase the gifts. A group of parishioners performed Christmas carols with the veterans. Photos provided.

Students at Holy Trinity Catholic School in Okarche raised more than $730 for Sister BJ’s Pantry during Catholic 
Schools Week. The pantry helps the homeless in Oklahoma City. Photo provided.

collective human experience sadly bear witness,” 
he stated.

Pope Francis’ Lenten message was published 
Feb. 24. It was signed Oct. 7, 2019, the feast of 
Our Lady of the Rosary.  

With the season of Lent, the Lord gives Catho-
lics again a time of preparation for Jesus’ death 
and resurrection, “the cornerstone of our person-
al and communal Christian life,” he said, urging 
Catholics to not take this time of conversion for 
granted.

“This new opportunity ought to awaken in us a 
sense of gratitude and stir us from our sloth,” he 
argued. “Despite the sometimes-tragic presence 
of evil in our lives, and in the life of the Church 
and the world, this opportunity to change our 
course expresses God’s unwavering will not to 
interrupt his dialogue of salvation with us.”

In his message for Lent 2020, Francis spoke 
about the “urgency of conversion,” and quoted 
his 2019 apostolic exhortation Christus Vivit.

“Keep your eyes fixed on the outstretched arms 
of Christ crucified, let yourself be saved over and 
over again. And when you go to confess your 
sins, believe firmly in his mercy which frees you 
of your guilt.  Contemplate his blood poured out 
with such great love and let yourself be cleansed 
by it. In this way, you can be reborn ever anew.”

During Lent, a penitential period preceding the 
Church’s celebration of the death and resurrec-
tion of Christ, Catholics are called to a renewed 
practice of almsgiving, fasting, and prayer.

Pope Francis recalled that prayer is “more than 
a duty,” but that it is “an expression of our need 
to respond to God’s love which always precedes 
and sustains us.”

Christians pray with the knowledge they are 
unworthy, but still loved by God, he said.

Francis also spoke about the paschal mystery 
and putting it at the center of one’s life, which he 
said means to have compassion for Christ cruci-
fied as represented in “the many innocent vic-
tims of wars, in attacks on life, from that of the 
unborn to that of the elderly, and various forms 
of violence.”

Christ’s wounds are also represented in “en-
vironmental disasters, the unequal distribution 
of the earth’s goods, human trafficking in all its 
forms, and the unbridled thirst for profit, which 
is a form of idolatry,” he stated.

About almsgiving, the pope said sharing one’s 
worldly goods helps to make the world a better 
place.

“Charitable giving makes us more human, 
whereas hoarding risks making us less human, 
imprisoned by our own selfishness,” he said.

Francis said apart from giving alms, Christians 
must also consider the structure of economic 
life, which is why he has convened in March 
a meeting with young men and women from 
around the world to bring about “a more just 
and inclusive economy.”

“The Economy of Francesco,” which will be 
attended by around 2,000 economists and en-
trepreneurs under the age of 35, will be held in 
Assisi March 26-28.

Pope Francis pointed to the crucified Jesus, 
who was sinless yet took on “the weight of our 
sins.”

“May we not let this time of grace pass in vain, 
in the foolish illusion that we can control the 
times and means of our conversion to him,” he 
urged.

“I ask Mary Most Holy to pray that our Lenten 
celebration will open our hearts to hear God’s 
call to be reconciled to himself, to fix our gaze on 
the paschal mystery, and to be converted to an 
open and sincere dialogue with him.”
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This is part of a series to introduce the seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

Meet the

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY

 Jacob 
Farni

To learn more about seminary, contact:
Rev. Brian Buettner at

bbuettner@archokc.org or (405) 721-9351. 
okcvocations.com

What is your 
home parish?

My home 
parish is Saint 

Matthew Catholic 
Church in Elk City.

What seminary do you attend?
I attend Kenrick-Glennon Seminary.

If it is God’s will, what year will you 
be ordained a priest?

God willing, I will be ordained a priest 
in 2025.

What advice would you give to 
someone discerning a call to the 
priesthood?

The best advice I received and can give 
is to be attentive to what moves you and 
stirs the deepest longings of your heart. 
Like the disciples on the road to Em-
maus, they asked each other, “Did not 
our hearts burn within us?” This deep 
longing of the heart, only can be dis-
covered and truly understood through 
prayer. Let your prayer be an opening 
of your heart to Jesus and letting him 
explore its many rooms. In letting Jesus 
into the home of your heart, you will be 
able to most clearly hear His call. This 
isn’t easy because often our hearts are a 
mess because of sin, and we are afraid 
to let Jesus see that. This is why He 
tells us, “Do not be afraid.” If you are 
discerning a call to the priesthood, go 
to confession often and let Jesus into 
those messy rooms of your heart. 

What do you look forward to most 
about becoming a priest?

I look forward to being able to give 
to others what Jesus Christ gave to 
me, and to be for others what so many 
others were for me. To be the hands 
and feet of Jesus, and to seek out his 
lost sheep, his prodigal children. I look 
forward to bringing them God’s grace 
through the sacraments, to being a 
witness of the infinite love and mercy 
of God as he transforms lives through 
me. Honestly, I look forward to every-
thing about being a priest, the good, the 
messy, the supernatural, the mystical, it 
is all so attractive!

Name one thing that every  
Catholic needs to know.

1 Corinthians 13.

Why choose a life of sacrificial love?
What else is there? I choose to live this 

way because Jesus loved me first, and 
it is through sacrifice that he chose to 
love me. Jesus says there is no greater 
love than he who lays down his life for 
a friend. Without sacrifice, there cannot 
be love. So, to love Christ whom I call my 
friend, I lay down my life for him. Every-
one is called to a life of sacrificial love, 
because everyone is loved by Christ!

I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. John 14:6

ST. JOHN PAUL II DWELLING
4113 S. Eastern Avenue · Moore, OK 73160

For more information or to RSVP, 
call or text 405.778.1107

 
Discovering Joy

Catholic author and blogger Kathryn Whitaker 
spoke Feb. 6 at the Assembly of Catholic Profes-
sionals in downtown Oklahoma City. Find more 
information about ACP at archokc.org/acp. Photos 
Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic. 

archokc.org/acp

continued from page 1



age 11 and nearly all boys and 
more than half of young girls see 
pornography by age 18.  

In Archbishop Coakley’s 2019 
letter about Safe Haven Sunday, 
he states, “The effects of pornog-
raphy are absolutely devastat-
ing: addiction and compulsive 
behavior, marriage and family 
break-ups, human trafficking, an 
increasingly distorted understand-
ing of the meaning and dignity of 
human sexuality and the loss of 
respect for persons who become 
instrumentalized for the sake of 
sexual gratification. 

Very often it is through acciden-
tal access by means of a pop-up 
ad or a typo during an internet 
search. Digital technology has 
become a part of our lives. By 
age 5, half of all children go on-
line daily. By age 13, three-quar-
ters of them have a mobile phone, 
and children ages 15-18 spend an 
average of one hour each day con-
suming media on their phones.”

Alex Schimpf, director of the 
Office of Marriage and Family Life 
Ministry for the archdiocese, said, 
“The tricky thing about pornogra-
phy, compared to other behaviors 
that don’t fit with Christian life, 
is that it tends to hide. The awful 
thing about pornography, especial-

ly the kind of por-
nography we have 
in our culture, 
is it is a habit 
that is constantly 
going to escalate 
to a rougher and 
rougher and more 
extreme form. It 
almost always 
gets revealed 
eventually, and 
when it does, it 
is experienced 
in the same way 
adultery is ex-
perienced, as a 
kind of betray-
al. People are 
wounded by it. 
People may feel 
they don’t know 
their spouse. 
And, people begin 
to question their 
own intimacy.” 

Schimpf said Safe Haven Sunday 
can help in two ways.

“In the primary way, it’s through 
just starting conversation about it. 
Pornography is an awkward sub-
ject, no one wants to talk about it. 
The archbishop invites the pastors 
to talk about it to their parishes 
in a pastoral way. It gives parents 
the cover to have the conversation 

with their children or perhaps 
with spouses. It is something we 
normally do not bring up, but we 
know we have to. Families want 
to work properly and want to have 
conversations. Children want to be 
guided by their parents on these 
issues. We don’t want them to find 
everything out from their peers.” 

He said the second way he hopes 
Safe Haven Sunday will help is if 
someone is struggling with por-
nography and hears their priest 
talk about it in the homily, it will 
be the spur they need to bring it to 
God’s mercy in the confessional.

The archdiocese also has part-
nered with a company called 
Covenant Eyes that produces a 
book for Safe Haven Sunday each 
year. Covenant Eyes has developed 
an implementation guide to help 
parishes across the country reach 
out to families and educate them 
on ways to protect their children 

and loved ones from the evils of 
pornography.

Last year, the book was titled, 
“Equipped: Smart Catholic Par-
enting in a Sexualized Culture,” 
and it talks about basic practices 
families can set up at their home 
to make it safer from pornography 
– like Google Safe Search or not 
having smart phones in the bed-
rooms at night – to name a few.

This year’s book is titled, “Confi-
dent,” and it’s presuming exposure 
has occurred. It coaches parents 
on how to have a courageous con-
versation with their children.

Covenant Eyes has set up a 
website for the archdiocese about 
the subject of pornography called 
Clean Heart Online. The website 
has a clearing house of resources 
dealing with pornography and the 
addiction.  

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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MEN OF OKLAHOMA:
WILL YOU JOIN US IN THE FIGHT?

Fight for Chastity

Fight For Your Marriage

Fight For Life

Safe Haven Sunday
Sunday, March 7-8, 2020
Pray for its success, contact your pastor to see how you can 
help.  Access resources at CleanHeart.Online/archokc

Attend a marriage enrichment retreat. 
Contact LCarrasco@archokc.org for more info.
 Domestic Church Evangelization: March 26-29
 Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend Retreats:  
 June 5-7, October 23-25
 Retrouvaille Weekend Retreat: August 21-23

Join the 40 Days for Life spring prayer campaign or attend a 
pro-life networking luncheon. Text RespectLifeOKC to 84576 
or email RespectLife@archokc.org for more info.

continued from page 1

Loving Father, 

Thank you for the gift of marriage and family life. We 
entrust to you our home, where our marriage and family 
lives and grows. We ask you to make it a safe haven for 
all who live and enter these walls. May our home truly be 
a holy place for both young and old to be formed in the 
truth regarding life, love, sex, and marriage. May each of 
our members be protected from and guided in seeking 
to avoid pornography, while embracing the freedom and 
purity of life in Christ. 

If there are past wounds that have occurred due to the 
availability of pornography on our family’s devices, lack 
of awareness of parents, or because of indifference, we 
ask you to send forth your Spirit to heal, bless, renew, 
and consecrate this home as a safe haven with your son 
Jesus Christ at the center of our lives, today, tomorrow, 
and always. 

We ask this through the intercession of the Holy Family 
of Nazareth, Saints Joachim and Anne, the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, and the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Amen. 

Safe Haven Sunday
A Prayer for Individuals and Families

The icon depicting Saints Joachim and Anne (Parents of Mary, the Mother of 
God) (embracing inside the Holy House was written by iconographer Reverend 

Father Thomas J. Loya, Tabor Lite Institute. Printed with Permission.
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

In honor of the Golden Jubilee of Oklahoma, the Diocese of Oklahoma City and 
Tulsa celebrated a Pontifical Mass on April 22, 1939, at the Municipal Auditori-
um (now called the Civic Center Music Hall) in Oklahoma City. 

The descriptions of the Mass in the press accounts of the day describe the beau-
ty and solemnity of the occasion. From the Southwest Courier (the diocesan news-
paper): “Expressions of gratification quickly followed the service. It surpassed the 
expectations of all concerned, for no one surmised that the scenic beauty of the Mass 
surroundings would be on such a magnificent scale.”   

Six thousand people, Catholics and non-Catholics alike, crowded the auditorium 
to witness the pageantry of a procession featuring 500 school children as well as 
Knights of Saint Gregory and the Knight of the Holy Sepulcher. Father Martin O’Mal-
ley, rector of Kenrick Seminary in Saint Louis gave the homily as he was “one of the 
most powerful orators in the country.” 

Music was provided by four choirs from around Oklahoma City, including Saint 
Francis, to form a 90-voice Jubilee choir. The altar was 25-feet high and reached the 
top of the stage. The festivities were broadcast on KOMA radio.

The description of the photograph by the Southwest Courier is eloquent and flow-
ery in keeping with the style of the day. “This picture gives an idea of the magnificent 
scenes of the Pontifical Mass … Here we see his excellency (Bishop Kelley) standing 
before the center of the altar, flanked by Monsignor G. Depreitere, the archpriest, 
on his left and Father E. Van der Grinten, deacon on the right. … Candles glow on 
the altar which is surmounted by a lighted plaque of the diocesan coat-of-arms. The 

beauty and richness of scenes such as this thrilled the 6,000 persons who sat 
spellbound though the service.”

The gathering was the first of this magnitude in the annuls of the young 
Church and allowed it to revel in its Catholicity and the importance it held 
in Oklahoma history. 

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

The Golden Jubilee of Oklahoma on April 22, 1939, at the 
Municipal Auditorium (now called the Civic Center Music 
Hall) in Oklahoma City. 

High court to examine religious liberty, foster 
care by same-sex couples

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Supreme Court 
announced Feb. 24 that in its next term it will 
examine if the city of Philadelphia can exclude 
a Catholic social services agency from the city’s 
foster care program because the agency will not 
accept same-sex couples as foster parents.

In 2018, Philadelphia stopped using the fos-
ter program of Catholic Social Services of the 
Philadelphia archdiocese over the agency’s poli-
cy of not placing children with same-sex cou-
ples because such unions go against church 
teaching on traditional marriage.

A year later, the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the 3rd Circuit sided with the city, calling the 
agency’s policies discriminatory.

Catholic Social Services has contracted with 
the city on foster care since the late 1990s. 
Foster parents with the agency joined in the 
lawsuit against the city initially to seek an in-
junction to stop the city’s policy.

The case, Fulton v. Philadelphia, takes its 
name from Sharonell Fulton, a foster parent 
who joined in the lawsuit against the city along 
with another foster parent, Toni Simms-Busch.

“CSS has been a godsend to my family and so 
many like ours. I don’t think I could have gone 
through this process without an agency that 
shares my core beliefs and cares for my chil-
dren accordingly,” said Simms-Busch in a Feb. 
24 statement.

“We are so grateful that the Supreme Court 
has agreed to hear our case and sort out the 
mess that Philadelphia has created for so many 
vulnerable foster children,” she added.

In the initial lawsuit against Catholic So-
cial Services, the city’s Department of Human 
Services investigated if the agency refused to 

place foster children in LGBT households, even 
though over the course of its decades-long 
partnership with the city, neither the agency 
nor the Philadelphia Human Relations Com-
mission ever received a complaint that LGBT 
individuals were denied placement of a foster 
child due to the Catholic agency’s actions.

Becket, a religious liberty law firm, is repre-
senting the foster women defending the Catho-

lic Social Services policy.
“I’m relieved to hear that the Supreme Court 

will weigh in on faith-based adoption and foster 
care,” said Lori Windham, senior counsel at 

Becket. “Over the last few years, agencies have 
been closing their doors across the country, 
and all the while children are pouring into the 
system. We are confident that the court will 
realize that the best solution is the one that 
has worked in Philadelphia for a century -- all 
hands on deck for foster kids.”

A lawyer representing Philadelphia also 
issued a statement after the Supreme Court’s 
announcement, saying the city would demon-
strate to the nation’s highest court that the ap-
peals court ruling “affirming the city’s ability to 
uphold nondiscrimination policies was correct.”

Marcel Pratt, city solicitor, said this case is 
“ultimately about serving the youth in our care, 
and the best way to do that is by upholding our 
sincere commitment to the dignity of all people, 
including our LGBTQ community.”

He also said the city of Philadelphia is proud 
of its “long-standing commitment to supporting 
freedom of religion and preserving equal access 
to services for all people – regardless of their 
race, national origin, religion, age, sex, disabili-
ty, sexual orientation or gender identity.”

The case is already gaining attention months 
before oral arguments, which could be in Octo-
ber.

Andrea Picciotti-Bayer, legal adviser for the 
Catholic Association, a group that defends the 
church and religious liberty, conversely said: 
“Faith-based groups shouldn’t be forced to 
abandon their deeply held religious and moral 
convictions in order to serve children in des-
perate need.”

She said the court’s decision to review Phila-
delphia’s “intolerant and discriminatory action 
against the Catholic Social Services foster care 
program is a welcome first step toward reopen-
ing doors to loving and stable foster homes.”

By Carol Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service 

Sharonell Fulton, a foster parent in Philadelphia, is 
pictured with a young woman and children in a May 
23, 2018, photo. CNS photo/courtesy Becket Reli-
gious Liberty for All.



In January 2002, Hampton Lawter 
walked to the front door of Saint Ann Re-
tirement Center on the first day it opened 
– before the building was even unlocked. 
Eighteen years later, he’s still happily 
residing in the assisted living community 
at Saint Ann. 

Lawter laughed as he recalled his first night 
there. “There was only one table in the dining 
room, and I was the only resident there. I spent 
the night alone!”

Jan. 15 marked the 18th anniversary of the 
opening of the center, which is comprised of 120 
independent living apartments and 50 assisted 
living residences. In the first year of operation, 25 

residents moved 
in. Today, it is 
home to nearly 
200 people.

Along with 
Lawter, three 
staff members 
also have been 
with Saint Ann 
from day one. 

LaTrona Fulbright now serves as administrator of 
assisted living. Crystal Siggins manages a busy 
front desk in the independent living section and 
Daree Kuykendall serves as executive chef/food 
service director. Father Price Grimes celebrated 
the very first Mass at Saint Ann in the dining 
room and continues to celebrate Mass several 
days a week.

Lawter repeatedly praised the staff for their un-
ceasing smiles, warmth and genuine concern for 
his well-being. Fulbright is notably proud of Saint 
Ann Assisted Living’s zero-deficiency status on 
state surveys conducted by the state for the past 
two years.

Mission and Community Relations Director 
Richard Amend joined Saint Ann in 2006.

“I always had felt a calling toward Saint Ann,” 
he said. “I had talked to Archbishop Beltran about 
it and a few months later, he offered me a job! We 
have been blessed with a beautiful community 
here, and there is a lot we want to share about it. 

The camaraderie of the people here is so amaz-
ing!” 

Residents watch sporting events together in the 
200-seat event theater, check out books from the 
library, play cards in the game room and relax 
at the “hydration station” with a drink from the 
coffee bar. Never passing up a reason to cele-
brate any 
holiday, the 
Saint Ann 
staff goes all 
out to cre-
ate a festive 
atmosphere, 
celebrating 
everything 
from Nation-
al Hat Day 
to Cinco De 
Mayo, in-
cluding themed meals. 

Onsite there are two full-service beauty salons, 
a 100-seat chapel and a convent that houses the 
Carmelite sisters of Saint Therese of the Infant 
Jesus.

“It is so beautiful to see them walking around,” 
Amend said. “Sister Barbara Joseph lives here 
with us! They’re all regulars here at Saint Ann, 
they eat with us and participate in our activities. 
People are really surprised to find out that they 
live here!” 

Following their move from Villa Teresa in 2014, 
the sisters resided in the independent living apart-
ments while the convent was under construction. 
A walkway connects the convent to Saint Ann. 

Saint Joachim Chapel originally was built as a 
prayer chapel, seating only 40 people. Eventually, 
it was enlarged to its current capacity. 

Several years after he moved in, 
Lawter married a fellow Saint Ann 
resident in the chapel – the only wed-
ding ceremony to ever be performed 
there. Sunlight beams down through 
the chapel’s breathtaking stained-
glass windows, providing what 
Lawter described as “a certain feeling 
of warmth going to Mass.” Mass is 
celebrated in the chapel daily at 9:30 
a.m. and is open to the public.  

Saint Ann also has been home to 
many retired priests. Although there is a strong 
Catholic presence, residents of all denominations 
live and worship at Saint Ann. In addition to daily 
Mass, all-faith services are offered weekly on 
Sundays and a Bible study group called Joy Club 
meets every Friday.

“We encourage people to come look and see 
what a wonderful community we have here,” Mar-
keting Director Bridget Clark said. 

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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Saint Ann Retirement Center 
celebrates 18 years

By Sally Linhart 
For the Sooner Catholic

St. Ann Retirement Center recently celebrated its 18th anniversary. Pictured are 

resident Hampton Lawter and employees Crystal Siggins, Daree Kuykendall and 

LaTrona Fulbright, who have been at St. Ann since it opened in 2002. 

The St. Joachim Chapel at St. Ann Retirement Center in Oklahoma City. Photos provided.

Fr. Price Grimes celebrates the 18th anniversary of St. Ann Retirement 
Center in Oklahoma City. 

7501 W. Britton Rd., OKC
saintannretirementcenter.com

(405) 721-0747

Saint Ann Retirement Center
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Jobs Box
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 
executive director

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking an executive di-
rector for the Bl. Stanley Rother 
Shrine, which is under construc-
tion in Oklahoma City. Duties 
include leading the planning and 
execution of all business and 
operational aspects of the shrine; 
providing executive leadership for 
lay employees and contractors 
supporting the shine; strategic 
planning for the facilities, pro-
grams, resource development and 
outreach; serving as the assistant 
secretary of the board of directors 
for the shrine corporation as a 
non-voting member; and promotion 
of pilgrimages and other activities 
on the campus. Must be a faithful 
Catholic who is active in parish life 
and forms life around the teachings 
of the Church; possess a bachelor’s 
degree from an accredited institu-
tion of higher education (a master’s 
degree in business or other disci-
pline using analytical processes 
preferred); five years in executive 
leadership with complete financial 
responsibility; demonstrated ability 
to provide oversight to staff and 
volunteers. Experience in shrine 
leadership preferred. Bilingual in 
Spanish strongly preferred. Send 
inquiries and resumes to nlargent@
archokc.org.

Administrative assistant 
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking an administrative 

assistant for the Secretariat of 
Divine Worship. Advanced use of 
Microsoft Office software, includ-
ing Word, Excel and PowerPoint, 
and some graphic design skills 
required. Bilingual in Spanish pre-
ferred. Send inquiries and resumes 
to nlargent@archokc.org.

Principal - OKC
Cristo Rey Oklahoma City 

Catholic High School seeks a 
mission-driven, innovative, collab-
orative, student focused and com-
munity-centered principal to serve 
as the chief academic, instruction-
al, spiritual and formational lead-
er. The principal reports directly to 
the school’s president and serves 
as a critical member of the school’s 
leadership team. Requirements 
include three years minimum high 
school leadership, a master’s de-
gree in education or related field, 
background in curriculum design 
and data analysis, ability to serve 
as faith leader of a school, and a 
demonstrated ability to connect 
with low income students and 
families. Visit www.cristoreyokc.
org/careers/#principal.

Parish secretary 
St. Paul the Apostle in Del City 

has an immediate opening for a 
part-time parish secretary. The 
hours are 9 a.m. - 1 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Ability to commu-
nicate and interface in a tactful 
and professional manner with the 
pastor and the members of the 

parish is required as well as the 
general public in person, by tele-
phone and via e-mail. Advanced 
use of Microsoft Office software, 
including Word, Excel and par-
ish database software required. 
Organizational efficiency, adapt-
ability, time management and the 
ability to meet deadlines required. 
Send inquiries and resumes to 
nlargent@archokc.org.

Maintenance technician 
St. John Nepomuk in Yukon is 

seeking a building maintenance 
technician to perform a variety 
of building and facility mainte-
nance duties in the parish build-
ings, properties and school. Work 
includes carpentry, electrical, 
plumbing, mechanical duties and 
groundskeeping. Visit www.sjnok.
org/news for full job description. 
Send inquires and resume to Art 
Chernak at achernak@sjnok.org.

Summer internship
Catholic Charities with the Cath-

olic Campaign for Human Develop-
ment is offering a 10- week intern-
ship for any U.S. Catholic who has 
an interest in building solidarity 
and subsidiarity, promoting human 
dignity and learning about Catholic 
Social Teaching. Candidates should 
be seeking professional opportu-
nities in social justice fields, com-
munity development and economic 
development. The position assists 
the diocesan director of CCHD to 
provide education about poverty is-
sues, write articles about the social 
ministry parish grants, and devel-
op relationships with community 
organizations. Internships are paid 
at a rate of $14/hour and includes 
an expense paid orientation May 
27–29 in Washington D.C. Applica-
tion deadline is March 6. Contact 
Brian Smith at (405) 523-3000, 
Ext. 245, or bsmith@ccaokc.org.

Accountant - OKC
Catholic Charities is seeking an 

accountant to assist the finance 

director in executing the financial 
plan and accounting practices of 
Catholic Charities. This includes 
recording financial transactions 
in accordance with generally 
accepted accounting procedures, 
ensuring compliance with depart-
ment internal controls, evaluating 
financial and reporting questions 
and issues as they arise, and com-
municating financial results and 
expectations with directors. Bach-
elor’s degree in accounting, CPA 
preferred. Three years’ experience 
in accounting, financial report-
ing, accounts payable, payroll, 
accounts receivable. Non-profit 
experience preferred. Send cov-
er letter and resume to cknotts@
ccaokc.org.

Activity director 
St. Ann Retirement Center 

is seeking a temporary activity 
director to work 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday with occasional 
weekends. Potential for perma-
nent position with benefits after 
three months. Apply if energetic, 
outgoing, personable, creative and 
planner. Must enjoy working with 
seniors. Complete application at 
7501 W. Britton Rd. in Oklahoma 
City. No phone calls.

Attorney - OKC
Catholic Charities is seeking an 

attorney primarily responsible for 
assessing individuals’ eligibility for 
immigration relief and represent-
ing individuals before USCIS and 
the immigration court. Candidate 
must be a member in good stand-
ing of the bar of any state (Okla-
homa State Bar preferred); and be 
fluent in the reading, writing and 
speaking of Spanish. One to two 
years of immigration law experi-
ence preferred. Send resume and 
cover letter to Sara Bobbitt at 
sbobbitt@ccaokc.org. 

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.archokc.org/jobs-box.

The Strategic Planning Vision Team for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City gath-
ered recently to celebrate the release of Archbishop Coakley’s Vision 2030 Pas-
toral Plan and to recognize their work during the past two years. (L to R) Molly 
Bernard, James Riter, Carrie Harkey, Sue Ryan, R. Paul Streets, Archbishop 
Coakley, Jim Beckman, Julie Mayfield, Ray Haefele, Thy Nguyen, Dcn. George 
Butterfield and Dcn. John Harned. Dcn. Norm Mejstrik, Fr. Don Wolf and Dcn. 
Armando Cruz-Rodz are not pictured. Janis Mollman also served on the team in 
the first year. Photo Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.

While working for the Ditch 
Witch® organization, a very suc-
cessful construction equipment 
manufacturer, I gained apprecia-
tion for what marketing strategy 
and branding can do to attract peo-
ple to an organization’s products 
and services. At the same time, as 
a practicing Catholic, I have had 
the opportunity to serve in a variety 
of roles in our local parish and 
have wondered if the application 
of marketing principles also might 
apply to evangelization and spiritu-
al development in our Church.

Lo and behold, I was recently 
given the opportunity to read and 

write a book review on “Marketing 
God” written by Donna A. Heckler. 
After just a few minutes of reading 
about the author’s background and 
some of the book endorsements, I 
was convinced that this book would 
be helpful to me personally.

Coming from a business back-
ground made it easy for me to 
relate with the author’s use of mar-
keting terminology and business 
examples. And, the fact that she 
shared correlating Scripture to go 
along with each of the various mar-
keting and branding ideas made it 
easy to connect with her premise 
of, “how we can take the elements 
that cause people around the world 
to become loyal to a brand and use 
these techniques to help people 
find God.” 

The content of the book is orga-
nized within 40 Truths (chapters) 
with each chapter only a few pages 
in length. The author shares many 
of her real-life experiences, per-
sonal in-
sights and 
elements of 
her faith as 
she writes 
on many 
of the key 
marketing principles as applied 
to ministry. Although the book 
is only 180 pages and reading it 
doesn’t require a great amount 
of time, I found the content 
and the exploration approach 
thought-provoking and worthy of 
time spent pondering on each of 

the 40 Truths.
While I 

recognize that 
faith is much 
different from 
business, and 
that God isn’t 
a product, 
reading this 
book definitely 
increased the 
confidence I 
have for the 
notion that 
applying 
marketing 
and branding 
strategy can 
be beneficial 
to those of 
us striving to 
bring more 

people closer to God. 
Perhaps the best example I can 

share on the impact marketing 
can make on faith is Bishop Rob-
ert Barron’s “Word on Fire” minis-

try. This non-profit global media 
evangelistic organization works 

to “draw people 
into, or back 
to, the Catholic 
faith” (Word on 
Fire website). 

The brand 
“Word on Fire” 
provides a clear, 
strong message 
as to what the 
organization and 
its offerings are 
all about, and 

through the use of “contemporary 
forms of media and innovative 
communication technologies,” 
“Word on Fire” creates easy ac-
cess for millions of people around 
the world to experience several 
types of faith-based resources. My 
wife and I both receive the “Daily 
Gospel Reflections” e-mail on our 
phones from Bishop Barron and 
are being drawn deeper into our 
faith because of this type of mar-
keting strategy.

Marketing God may be a new 
concept for you to consider, but 
it is a beneficial concept in evan-
gelizing. Therefore, if you serve 
the Church in any type or form of 
ministry, I would highly recom-
mend you read this book.

John H. Dolezal is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic. 
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By John H. Dolezal 
The Sooner Catholic

Book review: “Marketing God” 

A project of Communicators 
for Women Religious.

Catholic Sisters Week
March 8-14

During Catholic Sisters Week...

We pray for those whose lives are 

more hopeful, peaceful, and loving 

because of the work of women religious 

and their collaborators.

It’s all about our relationships! 
Lent is a great time to examine them

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

God loves us. This is a never-ending and ev-
erlasting truth no matter what. God is always 
trying to bring us closer to him and inviting us 
to live united to him, live in communion with 
him. Through him we also find the primary 
and best path to be closer to one another. The 
bottom line from God, it’s all about our rela-
tionships.

Friendships and loving communion born out 
of freedom and never forced imposed or de-
manded. 

Lent is a great time to pause, and if you 
have been so blessed with some extra time, to 
even come to a full stop from our daily rushing 
around and examine the state of these relation-
ships. How we deal with our relationships says 
something about us.

Beginning from the book of Genesis and all 
through the Bible to the book of Revelation, we 
find the story of God’s love and his never-end-
ing quest to reach out to us and establish, or 
renew, a loving relationship with us.

The special moments in humanity’s ongo-
ing relationship with God are known as divine 
covenants. When that relationship goes well 
there’s a good chance that all other relation-
ships will go well too. The Eucharist is our 
celebration of Jesus’ fulfillment and realization 
of the new covenant. 

The new covenant of love – realized by Jesus’ 
passion, death, resurrection and ascension, 
the Easter or Paschal Mysteries – is continually 
celebrated at every Eucharist because Jesus 

asked us to, “Do this in memory of me.” 
To better understand and appreciate this new 

covenant, and the Lord’s loving presence in the 
Eucharist, a look at the previous covenants 
celebrated in the Old Testament can be very 
helpful. 

A look at the divine covenant between God 
and Abraham will help us better understand 
what happened on Good Friday and what was 
advanced to us on Holy Thursday, the Last 
Supper and our first Eucharist. 

The key text is found in Genesis 22: 1-19, 
The Testing of Abraham. I invite you to open 
your Bible to pray and reflect on this passage. 
See why we refer to Abraham as our father 
in the faith; see his loving obedience and his 
hope in God. See the father that so values and 
cherishes the relationship between God and 
humanity that, after having his son carry wood 
up the hill, he is willing to sacrifice him and 
shed his blood, to keep the loving relationship, 
covenant, going. 

The ending is beautiful. God provides Abra-
ham with a ram for the sacrifice. Many years 
later God will provide his own son, Jesus, who 
atop a hill will shed his blood, and sacrifice 
himself for the sake of the new and everlasting 
covenant. A covenant anticipated for us on Holy 
Thursday when, for the first time, Jesus took 
bread and wine and gave us his body and blood.

Divine covenants bring us closer to God, and 
through the Eucharist, our celebration of the 
new and final covenant, our loving relation-

ship with 
God is 
strength-
ened, re-
newed and 
reaffirmed. 

The 
Eucharist, 
the most 
perfect 
of all the divine covenants, is the summit and 
fount of our daily Christian existence. The Eu-
charist makes us who we are, members of the 
Body of Christ, united and in communion with 
God and one another through Christ’s real and 
life-giving presence. The Eucharist makes the 
Church! 

It’s all about the relationships and it will nev-
er get any better for us, here on earth, than by 
our full participation in each and every Eucha-
rist. Yes, we can find signs of the Eucharist in 
the Old Testament.

Visit Jesus in the tabernacle and thank him 
for this beautiful gift of the new covenant and 
his real presence. 

“Lord Jesus, thank you for this new covenant 
you gave us with your very life. Thank you 
for your real presence here in the Eucharist. 
Thank you for the beautiful friendship you offer 
all of us and how, through you, we are one 
Church. Help me to fulfill my part of the cove-
nant responsibilities and thank you for having 
fulfilled yours. Amen.”
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Recursos para el viaje Cuaresmal

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

La época de nuestra renovación cuaresmal 
está sobre nosotros. El Miércoles de Ceniza, 
fuimos marcados con cenizas y exhortados 
a arrepentirnos y creer en la Buenas Nueva, 
el Evangelio de Jesucristo. Estos 40 días son 
un viaje de fe y conversión que conduce a la 
renovación de nuestro compromiso bautismal 
en la Pascua, o para aquellos que viajan como 
catecúmenos o candidatos, esta época lleva a 
la celebración de los sacramentos Pascuales 
con nosotros por primera vez.

La Cuaresma es un tiempo para experimen-
tar nuevamente la Buena Nueva de que Dios 
nos ama, que envió a su Hijo Jesús a sufrir y 
morir por nosotros, que ha vencido el pecado 
con su victoria so-
bre la muerte y que 
nos ha dado una 
parte de su propia 
vida con al der-
ramar el Espíritu 
Santo en nuestros 
corazones. 

Somos sus ama-
dos hijos e hijas. 
Jesús, Nuestro 
Señor, nos ha pre-
cedido para prepa-
rarnos un lugar en 
la casa del Padre. 
Somos herederos de 
un reino celestial 
que estamos lla-
mados a promover 
y avanzar a través 
de las obras de 
caridad, justicia y 
misericordia.

Oro para que cada 
uno de nosotros, 
cada miembro de 
los fieles, cada 
hogar, cada parroquia, encuentre un camino 
fructífero conformado por las tres disciplinas 
tradicionales de oración, ayuno y limosna du-
rante estos días santos.

Al comenzar esta época de la Cuaresma, 
quiero proponer algunos recursos adicionales 

para ayudar a fomentar no solo la conversión 
personal, sino también la renovación dentro de 
nuestros hogares, parroquias, escuelas y pro-
gramas catequéticos y grupos de discipulado 
de cualquier tipo.

El año pasado, como parte fundamental 
de nuestro proceso de planificación pastoral 
arquidiocesana, publiqué una carta pastoral 
llamada “¡Vayan y Hagan Discípulos! Construy-
endo una Cultura de Conversión y Discipulado 
para la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City”. La 
carta pastoral es una reflexión extendida sobre 
la Parábola del Sembrador que encontramos en 
Mateo 13.

Nos invita a considerar que la productividad 
de la cosecha 
depende de 
la calidad 
del suelo. 
Nos invita a 
cultivar una 
buena tierra 
y eliminar los 
obstáculos 
de nuestros 
corazones 
y nuestras 
comunidades 
que impiden 
que la Pal-
abra de Dios 
dé buenos 
frutos dentro 
de nosotros. 
Este es un 
paso esencial 
en la con-
strucción de 
una cultura 
de conversión 
y discipula-
do misione-

ro mientras nos preparamos para un nuevo 
Pentecostés y avanzamos en una nueva evan-
gelización para la renovación de la Iglesia en 
Oklahoma.

Les he pedido a nuestros sacerdotes y diáco-
nos que ayuden a alentar a todos los fieles de 

la arquidióce-
sis durante la 
Cuaresma a leer y 
estudiar la carta 
pastoral: “¡Vayan 
y Hagan discípu-
los! Construyendo 
una Cultura de 
Conversión y Dis-
cipulado”. Nues-
tro personal recientemente completó dos guías 
de estudio (otras están por llegar) para ayudar 
a individuos, familias y pequeños grupos de 
todo tipo a profundizar en la reflexión sobre la 
enseñanza de la carta pastoral.

Uno de los recursos es una guía de estudio 
de una sesión. El otro es un estudio de cinco 
partes destinado a ayudar a los participantes a 
profundizar en el contenido de la carta pasto-
ral. Otras guías especialmente escritas para 
familias, niños y jóvenes están casi completas.

El otro recurso que los animo a dedicarle un 
poco de tiempo durante esta Cuaresma es el 
plan pastoral, que se presentó en la Convo-
catoria Arquidiocesana en diciembre. “Visión 
2030, un Plan Pastoral para la Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City” está destinado a ser leído a la 
luz de la carta pastoral y viceversa. Los dos van 
juntos. Visión 2030 presenta un plan que es el 
fruto de más de dos años de discernimiento y 
consulta. Guiará las actividades pastorales de 
la arquidiócesis durante los próximos 10 años.

Articula nuestras prioridades pastorales, 
comenzando con la construcción de una cul-
tura de conversión y discipulado. Las otras 
prioridades incluyen fortalecer la educación y 
la formación, abordar las necesidades únicas 
de los jóvenes, fortalecer los matrimonios y la 
vida familiar e integrar nuestros esfuerzos min-
isteriales para atender mejor las necesidades 
de nuestra creciente población hispana y otros 
grupos culturales.

Durante los años venideros, todas estas 
prioridades se abordarán a través de los lentes 
gemelos del amor a Dios y el amor al prójimo. 
Tengan la seguridad de mis oraciones por una 
Cuaresma fructífera y una rica cosecha de 
santidad.

Papa: Ser manso no significa ser cobarde

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO – Los 
que son mansos son pacientes, 
tiernos y misericordiosos, unen 
a las personas y salvan las rela-
ciones, dijo el papa Francisco.

La mansedumbre implica afer-
rarse tenazmente a la confianza y 
la relación con Dios y proteger sus 
dones de paz, misericordia y frater-
nidad, dijo el papa el 19 de febrero 
durante su audiencia general sem-
anal en el aula Pablo VI.

El papa continuó una serie de 
conversaciones sobre las ocho bie-
naventuranzas al reflexionar sobre 
la tercera bienaventuranza: “Bie-
naventurados los mansos, porque 
ellos heredarán la tierra”.

Parece extraño que la manse-
dumbre y la herencia de la tierra 
estén de alguna manera relaciona-

das, dijo el papa.
Pero esto está enraizado en el 

Salmo 37: 3-11, que les dice a los 
creyentes que confíen en el Señor, 
se abstengan de la ira, sean paci-
entes y “hagan brillar su justicia” 
porque entonces “heredarán la 
tierra” y se deleitarán “en gran 
prosperidad”.

La “tierra” a la que se refiere el 
salmo es algo más grande que un 
territorio terrestre, que a menudo 
es una fuente de conflicto, guerra 
y agresión, dijo el papa.

“Esa tierra es una promesa y 
un regalo para el pueblo de Dios”, 
dijo. Es el cielo, esa “tierra nueva” 
que Dios ha hecho para sus hijos.

“El manso es aquel que ‘hereda’ 
el más sublime de los territorios”, 
dijo el papa Francisco. “No es un 
cobarde, un débil que se encuentra 
una moral improvisada para no 
tener problemas. ¡Todo lo con-
trario!”

Por Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

Foto CNS.
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¡Se trata de nuestras relaciones!
La Cuaresma es un buen momento para examinarlas

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Retiro el Viñedo de Raquel - 
Tulsa

Marzo 20 al 22 (Español). El 
aborto puede ser una de las más 
traumáticas experiencias en la 
vida de una persona. Sentimien-
tos de tristeza, ansiedad, culpa 
y perdida son comunes, no solo 
para las mujeres, pero también 
para los hombres. Este retiro da 
a hombres y mujeres la opor-
tunidad de hacer el duelo por la 
pérdida de un hijo, perdonarse a 
sí mismos y restaurar paz con su 

hijo-s y con Dios. Guiados por el 
espíritu de compasión y confi-
dencialidad, nosotros los ayuda-
mos en su camino de sanación. 
Debido a las necesidades de 
sensibilidad y confidencialidad 
los grupos no son mayores de 
10 participantes. Un terapista y 
un diacono guían el retiro.  Para 
información del retiro en Español 
usted puede contactar a Martha 
en el teléfono (918) 508-7134, o 
correo electrónico: mstanton@
cceok.org.

Dios nos ama. Esta es una 
verdad eterna y perdurable, pase 
lo que pase. Dios siempre está 
tratando de acercarnos a él e in-
vitándonos a vivir unidos a él, vivir 
en comunión con él. A través de él 
también encontramos el camino 
principal y mejor para estar más 
cerca los unos de los otros. En 
conclusión, para Dios, lo impor-
tante son nuestras relaciones.

Las amistades y la comunión 
amorosa nacen de la libertad y 
nunca se imponen ni se exigen de 
manera forzosa.

La Cuaresma es un buen mo-
mento para hacer una pausa, y 
si has sido bendecido con algo de 
tiempo extra, incluso detenerte 
por completo de nuestras carreras 
diarias y examinar el estado de 
estas relaciones. La forma en que 
manejamos nuestras relaciones 
dice algo sobre nosotros.

Comenzando desde el libro de 
Génesis y toda la Biblia hasta el 
libro de Apocalipsis, encontramos 
la historia del amor de Dios y su 
deseo de constantemente buscar-
nos para establecer, o renovar, 
una relación de amor con no-
sotros. 

Los momentos especiales en la 
relación continua de la humanidad 
con Dios se conocen como alianzas 

divinas. Cuando esa relación va 
bien, existe una buena posibilidad 
de que todas las demás relaciones 
también salgan bien. La Eucaristía 
es nuestra celebración de como 
Jesús cumplió y realizó la nueva 
alianza.

La nueva alianza de amor, 
realizada por la pasión, muerte, 
resurrección y ascensión de Jesús, 
los misterios pascuales, se celebra 
continuamente en cada Eucaristía 
porque Jesús nos pidió: “Hagan 
esto en memoria mía”. Para com-
prender y apreciar mejor esta nue-
va alianza y la presencia amorosa 
del Señor en la Eucaristía, una 
mirada a las alianzas anteriores 
celebradas en el Antiguo Testa-
mento puede ser muy útil.

Una mirada a la alianza divina 
entre Dios y Abrahán nos ayudará 
a comprender mejor lo que sucedió 
el Viernes Santo y lo que se nos 
adelantó el Jueves Santo en la 
Última Cena, nuestra primera 
Eucaristía.

El texto clave se encuentra en 
Génesis 22: 1-19, La prueba de 
Abraham, también conocido como 
el sacrificio de Isaac. Los invito a 
abrir su Biblia para orar y reflex-
ionar sobre este pasaje. Vea por 
qué nos referimos a Abraham 
como nuestro padre en la fe; Vea 

su amorosa obediencia y su espe-
ranza en Dios. Vea al padre que 
valora y aprecia tanto la relación 
entre Dios y la humanidad que, 
después de que su hijo carga con 
la madera cuesta arriba, está 
dispuesto a sacrificarlo y derramar 
su sangre, para poder manten-
er vigente la relación de amor, la 
alianza con Dios. 

El final es hermoso. Dios le 
proporciona a Abraham un car-
nero para el sacrificio. Muchos 
años después, Dios proveerá a su 
propio hijo, Jesús, quien lleva el 
madero de la cruz hasta la cima 
del Calvario, derrama su sangre y 
se sacrifica por la nueva y eterna 
alianza. Una alianza anticipada el 
Jueves Santo cuando, por primera 
vez, Jesús tomó pan y vino y nos 
dio su cuerpo y sangre.

Las alianzas divinas nos acercan 
a Dios y, a través de la Eucaristía, 
nuestra celebración de la nueva y 
última alianza, nuestra relación de 
amor con Dios se fortalece, renue-
va y reafirma.

La Eucaristía, la más perfecta 
de todas las alianzas divinas, es 
la cumbre y la fuente de nuestra 
existencia cristiana diaria. La Eu-
caristía nos hace quienes somos, 
miembros del Cuerpo de Cristo, 
unidos y en comunión con Dios y 

entre nosotros a través de la pres-
encia real y vivificante de Cristo. 
¡La Eucaristía hace a la Iglesia!

Se trata de nuestras relaciones 
con Dios y unos con otros en Cris-
to. Lo mejor para nosotros, aquí 
en la tierra, será nuestra plena 
participación en todas y cada una 
de las Eucaristías que celebramos. 
Sí, es posible encontrar signos de 
la Eucaristía en el Antiguo Testa-
mento.

Visite a Jesús en el sagrario y 
agradézcale por este hermoso rega-
lo de la nueva alianza y su presen-
cia real.

“Señor Jesús, gracias por esta 
nueva alianza que nos diste con 
tu vida. Gracias por tu presencia 
real aquí en la Eucaristía. Gracias 
por la hermosa amistad que nos 
ofrece a todos y cómo, a través de 
ti Señor, somos una Iglesia. Ayú-
dame a cumplir mi parte de las 
responsabilidades de la alianza y 
gracias por haber cumplido con las 
tuyas. Amén.”

crsricebowl.org/2020 
crsplatodearroz.org/2020

PARA LA CUARESMA 
POR LA VIDA

Contacto Diocesano Local

Jazmin Cogburn

JCogburn@ArchOKC.org

(405)721-1415

Para 
enviar fotos, infor-

mación
sobre eventos o 

ideas de 
historias que

pueden ser publi-
cadas, 

envíe un correo
electrónico a tips@

archokc.org.
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Briefs

Part of Oklahoma Catholic 
Radio’s mission is to contin-
ually connect with listeners 
through the radiothons, the 
annual luncheon, the website 
and even this column. These 
vehicles communicate, educate 
and help us express our grat-
itude for your participation. 
Jesus showed us in his first 
miracle at the wedding feast 
at Cana, changing water into 
wine, that we also are called to 
celebrate and enjoy each other’s 
company.

With a nod to that first mir-
acle, OKCR has planned an 
evening to honor friendships 
and the shared values of Catho-
lic men. On April 4, Archbishop 
Coakley and the hosts of “The 
Catholic Man Show,” Adam 
Minihan and David Niles, will 
welcome guests to the Catholic 
Pastoral Center to join them for 
a good steak dinner followed by 
a scotch tasting and cigars.

Adam and David are the 
perfect duo to preside over this 
evening of food and fellowship. 
Their weekly program, “The 
Catholic Man Show,” begins a 

review of a signature beverage 
“typically a beer or a scotch,” 
Adam said. They review the 
drink and enjoy it during the 
show. It is a unique garnish, 
but the compelling meat of 
the show is the discussion 
they conduct with each other 
and their guests on living out 
their Catholic manhood. Their 
focus is on how to live a vir-
tuous life and what that looks 
like for a Catholic man. “Men 
need friendship and authentic 
friendship is only found with 
the foundation of Jesus Christ,” 
Adam adds.

By featuring a beer or whis-
key, they also attract the at-
tention of men who might not 
otherwise tune-in to a Catholic 
program. 

Get to know Adam and David 
on April 4 in a relaxed atmo-
sphere, encouraging the con-
templation of the curling smoke 
of a cigar along with a sip of 
fine scotch. Savor the oppor-
tunity to celebrate authentic 
Catholic manhood. Scotch and 
Cigars with Archbishop Coak-
ley and “The Catholic Man 
Show” begins at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Catholic Pastoral Center. 
Details, including ticket pur-
chase and sponsorship can be 
found at okcr.org/scotch-cigars.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Safe Environment facilitator 
in-service

The annual Safe Environment 
Facilitator in-service is 9 a.m. – 4 
p.m. March 5 at the Catholic Pas-
toral Center conference center. 

Faith community nurses’ 
conference

The 13th annual Faith Commu-
nity Nurses’ Association Confer-
ence, “Healing Through the Arts: A 
Collage,” is March 6 at Crossings 
Community Center, 10255 N. 
Pennsylvania Ave. in OKC. Check 
online for rates. Visit www.fcnaok.
org or contact fcnaok@gmail.com.

Divorced? Separated? 
“Surviving Divorce” is a 13-week 

program for newly separated or 
divorced. A session begins March 
7 at St. Monica in Edmond and 
meets 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. every Sat-
urday. Contact the parish office 
at (405) 359–2700 or visit stmoni-
ca-edmond.org/divorce-ministry.

Black and Indian Mission 
collection

This year, the annual Black and 
Indian Mission Collection in the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City is 
March 7-8. It comes during Lent, 
which is a time to concentrate on 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 
The Black and Indian Mission 
Office helps support the Nation-
al Black Catholic Congress and 
the Tekakwitha Conference. Visit 
blackandindianmission.org. 

Come and See weekend
The Dominican Sisters of Peace 

will be hosting a “Come and See” 
Retreat March 13-15 at their 
Motherhouse, 2320 Airport Dr. in 
Columbus, Ohio, for single, Catho-
lic women ages 18-45. Contact Sr. 
June Fitzgerald at (570) 336-3991, 
jfitzgerald@oppeace.org. Some 
travel assistance is available on a 
need basis.

A Day of Reflection
“How Can I Love Myself and 

Why is that Important” with Br. 
Boniface Copelin, O.S.B., will be 
8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. March 14 at St. 
Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee. Early 
bird discount $30; $35 at the door, 
includes lunch. Contact (405)878-
5656, retreats@monksok.org.

Join the Serra Club
The Serra Club of Oklahoma 

City is a group of lay men and 
women who promote and pray for 
vocations in the archdiocese. They 
meet on the third Tuesday of each 
month at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center, 7501 Northwest Express-
way. The next meeting is 10:30 
a.m. March 17. It is followed by 
Mass and an optional lunch in the 
refectory for $10. All welcome.

Domestic Church Evangelization 
Retreat

A Domestic Church Evangeliza-
tion Retreat will be held March 26-
29 at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 

7501 Northwest Expressway in 
OKC. Cost $350; scholarships 
available. Contact Alex Schimpf at 
(405) 709-2755, aschimpf@ar-
chokc.org. 

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference

Registration is open for the 
2020 Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference March 28 at Embassy 
Suites, 2501 Conference Dr. in 
Norman. Speakers include Jenni-
fer Roback Morse, Kathryn Whita-
ker and Bonnie Engstrom. Visit 
ocwconference.com.

An evening with Melissa Ohden: 
Abortion survivor

Pro-life advocate Melissa Ohden 
will speak at 7:30 p.m. March 28 
in the Yukon High School gym. 
Free-will donations and sponsor-
ships accepted. Proceeds bene-
fit The Center of Family Love in 
Okarche, the Knights of Columbus 
Pro-Life Billboard Campaign and 
Gateway Express Testing in Yu-
kon. Contact yukon.kofc@gmail.
com to donate or sponsor.

2020 Life of the Party Gala
The Willow Pregnancy Support 

16th annual Life of the Party Gala is 
March 28 at Embassy Suites Hotel 
Downtown OKC, 741 N. Phillips 
Ave. Open bar begins at 6 p.m. The 
gala fundraiser includes dinner, 
auction and dance. Tickets $150 
each. Table sponsorship available. 
Visit willowpregnancy.org or call 
Carrie Rossow at (405) 606-8426.

Encounter with God’s call 
seminary visit

Are you a Catholic man open 
to God’s call in your life? Join 
Fr. Brian Buettner on a free visit 
to Conception Seminary College 
March 28-30. Registration is open 
to young men in their junior or 
senior years of high school up to 
recent college graduates. Register 
at (405) 721-9351.

CFO scholarship deadline
College scholarship applica-

tions are available on the Catho-
lic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc. 
website, www.cfook.org. Deadline: 
March 29. All applications must be 
completed online. For assistance 
contact (405) 721-4115.

Men’s fellowship
Author Dr. R. Jared Staudt will 

present on his book “The Beer Op-
tion: Brewing a Catholic Culture 
Yesterday and Today” 6:30 p.m. 
- 10 p.m. April 4 in the Great Hall 
at St. John, 900 S. Littler Ave. in 
Edmond. RSVP with Joshua Dun-
lap via text at (405) 315-4110 with 
name and the number of people 
attending. Small cash donations 
accepted. 

Night of Mercy
A night of adoration and prayer 

on the eve of the 25th anniversary 
of the Oklahoma City bombing will 
be held April 18 at St. Joseph Old 

Cathedral, 307 N.W. 4 in OKC. 

Rosary school auction
Rosary Catholic School will have 

an auction April 18. Anyone inter-
ested in being a sponsor can con-
tact Cindy Miller at (405) 203-4606.

A Day of Reflection
“A Day of Silence at the Abbey” 

with Br. Damian Whalen, O.S.B., 
will be 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. April 25 
at St. Gregory’s Abbey in Shaw-
nee. Early bird discount $30; $35 
at the door, includes lunch. Con-

tact (405) 878-5656, retreats@
monksok.org.

Calf fry
St. William in Durant is hosting 

their 8th annual Calf Fry Noon – 2 
p.m. April 26 for the food service. 
Tickets to eat are $20 and kids un-
der age 12 eat free. Tickets for the 
$5000 cash drawing are $20 or six 
for $100. Contact the parish office 
at (580) 924-1989.

To see more briefs, go online to 
www.archokc.org/briefs.
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March

First Sunday of Lent.

The Gospel of Life Disciples 
First Sunday Study and 
Sharing, St. John Paul II 
Dwelling, 4113 S. Eastern 
Ave., Moore. RSVP at (405) 
778-1107.

St. Francis of Assisi Secu-
lar Franciscan Fraternity of 
Greater OKC meeting, 2 p.m. 
- 4 p.m., St. Anthony Hos-
pital, 1000 N. Lee. Contact 
(316) 558-0422, billfull@cox.
net.

Meeting of the Third Order 
(Lay) Dominicans, 3 p.m. - 5 
p.m., St. Monica, Edmond 
(St. Ambrose Building) in Rm. 
105, for any Catholic layper-
son drawn to religious life. 
Call John or Mary McCler-
non, (405) 313-6611, (405) 
414-9407.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., at the chapel at St. 
Thomas More, 100 Stinson 
St., Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
lang@gmail.com.

“Marriage Mondays” 7 p.m. 
- 9 p.m. in Marian Hall, St. 
John Nepomuk, Yukon.

Feast of St. Katharine Drexel.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.
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Feast of St. Casimir.

Safe Environment facilitator 
in-service, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, Okla-
homa City.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., CPC. Con-
tact Elaine, (405) 358-3610, 
ccrprayers@gmail.com.

Faith Community Nurses’ 
Conference, Crossings Com-
munity Center, 10255 N. 
Pennsylvania Ave., OKC.

Feast of Sts. Perpetua and 
Felicity.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meeting 
at St. Ann Independent Living, 
OKC. Mass 9:30 a.m. in the 
St. Joachim Chapel; meeting 
10 a.m. - Noon. Contact Toni 
Harrelson, (405) 341-2199, 
(405) 694-1292.

“Surviving Divorce” class be-
gins, 9 a.m., St. Monica, 2001 
N. Western Ave, Edmond.

The Order of Malta hosts a 
Healing Mass, 10 a.m., Christ 
the King, 8005 Dorset Dr., 
OKC.

Daylight Saving Time begins.

Second Sunday of Lent.

Feast of St. Frances of Rome.

Archdiocesan Spelling Bee, 
Catholic Pastoral Center, OKC.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
No. 168 meeting, 7 p.m., 
Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
City. Contact (405) 739-0036, 
OklaPost168@cox.net.

The Catholic Women’s Activi-
ty Club meeting, 11: 30 a.m. 
Epiphany of the Lord, 7336 
Britton Rd., OKC. Contact, 
Sharon Fernbaugh, (405) 721-
2183.

St. Ann’s Ministry for preg-
nancy and infant loss, 6:30 
p.m. - 8 p.m., St. John Rapha-
el House, Edmond. Contact 
Rachel Kretchmar, (405) 642-
2254, rachelkretchmar@gmail.
com.

Day of Reflection “How Can I 
Love Myself and Why is that 
Important” with Br. Boniface 
Copelin, O.S.B., 8:30 a.m. – 
3 p.m., St. Gregory’s Abbey, 
Shawnee.

Benedictine Oblates meeting, 
12:30 p.m.-3 p.m. Contact Ju-
dith Martin, (405) 635-5665, 
jmmartinosb@yahoo.com for 
information and location.
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Please consider a gift in your Will. Learn more about supoorting your parish, school, or
other ministry with a gift in your Will. Visit archokc.org/giftplanning
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Dean: Very Rev. Carson Krittenbrink

Northeast Deanery

Holy Trinity, Okarche
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Calumet
Sacred Heart, Billings
St. Ann, Fairview
St. Anthony of Padua, Okeene
St. Francis of Assisi, Newkirk
St. Francis Xavier, Enid
St. Gregory the Great, Enid
St. Joseph, Bison
St. Joseph, Blackwell
St. Joseph, Hennessey
St. Joseph, Pond Creek
St. Joseph, Tonkawa
St. Margaret Mary, Crescent
St. Mary Assumption, Wakita
St. Mary, Guthrie
St. Mary, Medford
St. Mary, Ponca City
St. Michael, Goltry
St. Rose of Lima, Perry 
St. Rose of Lima, Watonga
St. Thomas Apostle, Seiling
Sts. Peter and Paul, Kingfisher

Dean: Very Rev. Stephen Bird

Central North Deanery

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
Christ the King, OKC
Church of the Epiphany of The Lord, OKC
Corpus Christi, OKC
Holy Angels, OKC
Our Lady of Sorrows, Chandler
St. Charles Borromeo, OKC
St. Damien of Molokai, Edmond
St. Eugene Catholic, OKC
St. Francis of Assisi, OKC
St. John Nepomuk, Yukon
St. John the Baptist, Edmond
St. Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC
St. Louis, Stroud
St. Michael, Meeker
St. Monica, Edmond
St. Patrick, OKC
St. Philip Neri, Midwest City
St. Robert Bellarmine, Jones
St. Teresa of Avila, Harrah
St. Vincent de Paul, McLoud
St. Wenceslaus, Prague

Dean: Very Rev. Joseph Jacobi

Central South Deanery

Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine 
(under construction), OKC
Holy Family (Syro-Malabar), OKC
Holy Spirit, Mustang
Immaculate Conception, Seminole
Korean Martyrs, OKC
Little Flower, OKC
Our Lady of Lebanon, Norman
Sacred Heart, El Reno
Sacred Heart, OKC
St. Andrew, Moore
St. Andrew Dung-Lac, OKC
St. Benedict, Shawnee
St. James the Greater, OKC
St. Joseph, Norman
St. Joseph, Union City
St. Joseph, Wewoka
St. Mark the Evangelist, Norman
St. Paul the Apostle, Del City
St. Thomas More, Norman

Dean: Very Rev. Oby Zunmas

Southeast Deanery

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Duncan
Good Shepherd, Marietta
Holy Cross, Madill
Holy Name of Jesus, Chickasha
Immaculate Conception, Marlow
Our Lady of Victory, Purcell
Sacred Heart, Konawa
St. Catherine of Siena, Pauls Valley
St. Francis Xavier, Sulphur
St. Joseph, Ada
St. Mary, Ardmore
St. Mary, Wanette
St. Patrick, Walters
St. Peter, Lindsay

Dean: Very Rev. Christopher Brashears

Northwest Deanery

Blessed Sacrament, Thomas
Church of the Good Shepherd, Boise City
Holy Name, Shattuck
Our Mother of Mercy, Waynoka
Queen of All Saints, Sayre
Sacred Heart, Alva
Sacred Heart, Hinton
Sacred Heart, Hooker
Sacred Heart, Mooreland
St. Ann, Cordell
St. Cornelius, Cherokee
St. Eugene, Weatherford
St. Frances Cabrini, Beaver
St. Joseph, Buffalo
St. Mary, Clinton
St. Matthew, Elk City
St. Peter, Woodward
St. Peter the Apostle, Guymon

Dean: Very Rev. Brian Buettner

Southwest Deanery

Blessed Sacrament, Lawton
Holy Family, Lawton
Mother of Sorrows, Apache
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Hollis
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Sterling
Our Lady of the Rosary, Binger
Prince of Peace, Altus
Sacred Heart, Mangum
St. Ann, Elgin
St. Helen, Frederick
St. Patrick, Anadarko
St. Richard, Carnegie
Sts. Peter and Paul, Hobart

For many years, the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City was divided into 
nine regions. Each region had a vicar, 

appointed by the archbishop. Recently, with the 
assistance of the Priests Council, Archbishop 
Coakley reorganized the archdiocese using 
terminology found in Canon Law.
 
The regions are now known as “deaneries” and 
the vicars will be called “deans.”
 
This change provides an opportunity to 
consolidate the nine previous regions into 
six deaneries arranged by geographic area. 
A smaller number of deaneries will make it 
possible to gather together not only the priests 
of that deanery, but also staff members from 
the parishes and missions to help advance the 
mission of the Church in Oklahoma.


