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Go Make Disciples

Archdiocese selects The Boldt Company for 
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine

Corpus Christi honors St. Peter Claver

Every year, on the weekend closest 
to Sept. 9 – the feast day of Saint 
Peter Claver, patron of the missions 
to African people and human rights 

defender – Corpus Christi hosts the Knights 
of Peter Claver and the Ladies Auxiliary of the 
Knights of Peter Claver from the other Oklaho-
ma parishes.

 The Knights of Peter Claver, established in 
1909, are a Catholic fraternal service organi-
zation that bases its principles on engagement 

in their local communities to help the pastor 
spread the Gospel. 

Saint Peter Claver was a priest from Spain 
whose primary mission was to see everything 
through the eyes of Christ. At age 30, Father 
Claver volunteered to work in the missionary 
fields in Columbia. By this time, the slave trade 
had been established. Father Claver saw it as 
his mission to bring the Gospel to all, especially 

Corpus Christi Catholic Church in Oklahoma City hosted 
Saint Peter Claver Day on Sept. 8.

continued on page 8

The Ladies Auxiliary of the Knights of Peter Claver attend Mass Sept. 8 at Corpus Christi in Oklahoma City to 
celebrate the Feast Day of St. Peter Claver. Photo provided.

Archbishop Coakley on Sept. 6 
officially signed the contract with The 
Boldt Company of Oklahoma City 
to build the Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine. The signing comes two months 
before the groundbreaking ceremony, 
which will be Sunday, Nov. 3.

“The shrine will be a place of wel-
come, serving all people in our com-
munity and pilgrims from around 
the world,” Archbishop Coakley said. 
“The Boldt Company recognizes that 
this project is about much more than 
constructing a building; it is a labor of 
faith and devotion to honor one of our 
own. To better understand Blessed 

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Archbishop Coakley signed the 
official contract selecting The 
Boldt Company of Oklahoma 
City to build the Bl. Stanley 
Rother Shrine. (L-R) David 
Johnson, chief financial officer 
for the archdiocese; Peter de 
Keratry, executive director of 
stewardship and development; 
Miguel Mireles, associate di-
rector of development for the 
shrine; Steve Cooper, owner of 
Cooper Project Advisors; Dcn. 
Norm Mejstrik, executive di-
rector of the Cause for Canon-
ization; Michael Scaperlanda, 
chancellor; (seated) Tony Yan-
da, Boldt director of operations; 
Archbishop Paul Coakley. Photo 
Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.continued on page 16

Pope to create 13 
new cardinals

VATICAN CITY – Pope Francis 
announced he will create 13 new 
cardinals Oct. 5, choosing prelates 
from 13 different nations as a sign 
of “the missionary vocation of the 
church that continues to proclaim 
the merciful love of God to all men 
and women of the earth.”

The only Canadian named was 
73-year-old Jesuit Father Michael 
Czerny, undersecretary of the Sec-
tion for Migrants and Refugees at 

By Cindy Wooden  
Catholic News Service 

continued on page 3
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a Blessing of animals
Holy Family in Lawton, 1010 
N.W. 82, will host the annual 
blessing of animals in front of 
the narthex at 1 p.m. Oct. 6.

a Want to learn about the 
future of the archdiocese?
Archbishop Coakley’s new 
pastoral letter, “Go Make 
Disciples! Building a Culture 
of Conversion and Disciple-
ship for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City,” lays out the 
vision for the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City through 
2030. Read the letter or 
download a copy at archokc.
org/2030. Print copies avail-
able at parishes. 

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

This past week, I had the opportunity to celebrate 
Mass in the beautiful monastic chapel of Saint Grego-
ry’s Abbey. The occasion of this most recent visit was 
the observance of the National Day of Remembrance 
for Aborted Children. 

Following Mass, during which we prayed for victims 
of abortion and the parents and families who have ex-
perienced the pain and loss of abortion, we processed 
to the outdoor Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe. We 
blessed wreathes of flowers that would be carried to 
cemeteries and placed at monuments remembering the 
unborn who have lost their lives through abortion. It 
was a powerful reminder of the millions of victims of 
this silent holocaust that has so eroded respect for all 
human life from conception to natural death.

Our Lady of Guadalupe is the patroness of the pro-
life movement and an August visit to her basilica in 
Mexico City reminded me of the appropriateness of 
this association. Celebrating Mass at the basilica’s 

main altar directly beneath the miraculous tilma of 
Saint Juan Diego, which bears Mary’s image, I re-
called the events that were such a remarkable stim-
ulus in the evangelization of the American continent. 
It’s a story that is probably familiar to most of us but 
the highlights bear repeating in this context.

In 1519, when Hernan Cortes arrived in Tenochtit-
lan, the capital of the Aztec empire, he found a well-ad-
vanced civilization that was remarkable in many ways. 
He had come as a conqueror for the Spanish crown 
but also was accompanied by missionaries who began 
the work of evangelizing a continent. It’s a complex 
history. These missionaries discovered an entrenched 
cult based on human sacrifice. The indigenous peo-
ple believed that their gods demanded human blood 
in order to be guaranteed bountiful harvests. These 

gruesome human sacri-
fices were being offered 
in astonishing numbers 
on a regular basis. 

Against this back-
ground of fear and 
superstition, the work 
of evangelization was 
not producing the de-
sired fruit. There were relatively few conversions and 
baptisms. All that changed in 1531 when on a cold 
December morning Mary appeared to Juan Diego, a 
simple indigenous peasant who had been a convert to 
the Christian faith. She entrusted Juan Diego with a 
mission to go to the bishop and request that a chapel 
be built on the site of her apparition, Tepeyac hill. The 
bishop was understandably skeptical and requested 
a sign. The sign that Mary gave changed the course 
of history. Not only did she provide beautiful roses in 

December for Juan Diego to bring to the bishop, 
but even more remarkable, her vibrant image was 
imprinted within the folds of his outer garment. 
The bishop had his sign and the people came by 
the thousands to see and venerate the sacred 
image. The priests couldn’t keep up with requests 
for baptism! The continued existence of that frag-
ile garment made of crude fibers is remarkable 
enough, but it is the sacred image that it bears 
that continues to reveal its mysteries and touch 
hearts nearly 500 years later. 

The image of Our Lady of Guadalupe is itself 
a codex, a coded message, that spoke to the in-
digenous people in a way that the missionaries 
alone could not. She was one of them. The tilma 
contains symbols and images from nature that 
spoke in the language and culture that these 
indigenous people immediately grasped. The im-
age of Mary itself proclaims the central truths of 
the Gospel and revealed that the God to which 

Mary and the unborn child in her womb silently bore 
witness is not a god who demands the bloody sacri-
fice of slaves but rather the true God who gave his 
own son to suffer and die for us and for our salvation. 
He is not a god of death, but the God of life.

The Aztec empire fell swiftly and with it its bloody 
human sacrifices. Our Lady of Guadalupe, the pa-
troness of the pro-life movement, bears witness to the 
Gospel of life. Her image affirms the dignity of every 
person from the moment of conception. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe also is rightly called the 
“Star of the New Evangelization.” Even as she led the 
way in the first evangelization of the American con-
tinent nearly 500 years ago, we appeal for her assis-
tance today in confronting so many challenges to the 
sanctity of life and human dignity.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Our Lady of Guadalupe and 
the Gospel of life

Heavenly Father, 
you are the source of life and 

love. Send down your spirit upon 
these catechists. Inspire them to be 
teachers of your truth and witness-
es of your love. Give them the joy 
to proclaim the Good News. Help 

them see your will at work in their 
lives so that they may share it with 

others. May they, in their words 
and deeds, offer continual praise 

to the one who saves us. Give them 
the wisdom to teach. Help them 

discover the mysteries of our faith
in new and exciting ways.

May their curiosity inspire those 
whom they instruct to become your 

loyal disciples. We pray to you, 
almighty Father, in the name of 
your son, Jesus Christ, in unity 

with the Holy Spirit who inspires us 
with knowledge, courage 

and understanding.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Sept. 22 – Mass for OU Fall Retreat, 12:30 p.m., Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Youth Camp
Sept. 23-24 – Fall Clergy Days, Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 24 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Sept. 25 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Holy Trinity, Okarche
Sept. 26 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Liturgical Committee meeting, 9 a.m., CPC
Sept. 26 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Groundbreaking Committee meeting, 10:30 a.m., CPC
Sept. 26 – Senior Staff meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Sept. 26 – St. Vincent de Paul Society Mass and dinner, 6 p.m., CPC
Sept. 27 – Mass with relics of Padre Pio, 6:30 p.m., Christ the King, OKC
Sept. 29 – Blue Mass for first responders, 5 p.m., St. Eugene, OKC
Oct. 1 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee, 2 p.m., CPC
Oct. 1 – White Mass for medical professionals, 6 p.m., Christ the King, OKC
Oct. 2 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., St. Mary, Guthrie
Oct. 3 – St. Vincent de Paul Archdiocesan Council, 10 a.m., CPC
Oct. 3 – Catholic Charities Board meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities offices, OKC
Oct. 3 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Art and Environment committee, 2 p.m., CPC
Oct. 4 – Mass, 7 p.m., St. John Paul II Dwelling, Moore
Oct. 6 – Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., Holy Trinity, Okarche

Archbishop Coakley and Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., pray 
on Sept. 14 at the outdoor Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe at St. 
Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee during the National Day of Remem-
brance for Aborted Children. Photo Br. George Hubl.

the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development. None of the 
new cardinals is from the United States.

Cardinal-designate Czerny, who Pope Francis had earlier named as 
a special secretary for the Synod of Bishops for the Amazon, was in 
Guararema, Brazil, when the announcement was made. He told Catholic 

News Service in 
a text message 
that he had not 
known he was 
going to be made 
a cardinal.

Announcing the 
names of the new 
cardinals Sept. 1, 
the pope included 
10 men who are 
under the age of 
80 and therefore 
will be eligible to 
vote in a conclave 
to elect a new 
pope. Three of 
the future cardi-
nals are already 

over the age of 80, and the pope said he chose them because of their 
service to the church.

“Let us pray for the new cardinals so that, confirming their adhesion 
to Christ, they will help me in my ministry as bishop of Rome for the 
good of the entire faithful, holy people of God,” the pope told pilgrims 
who had gathered to pray the midday Angelus with him.

In addition to Cardinal-designate Czerny, two other members of the 

group are also 
Vatican officials: 
67-year-old Bish-
op Miguel Angel 
Ayuso Guixot, 
president of the 
Pontifical Council 
for Interreligious 
Dialogue; and 
53-year-old Arch-
bishop Jose To-
lentino Medonca, 
Vatican archivist 
and librarian.

One of the 
over-80 cardi-
nals-designate 
is 82-year-old 
Archbishop Mi-
chael Fitzgerald, 
a Missionary of Africa born in England, who had served as president of 
the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue and later as Vatican 
nuncio to Egypt.

The others, in the order they were named by the pope, were:
 Archbishop Ignatius Hardjoatmodjo of Jakarta, Indonesia, 69.
 Archbishop Juan Rodriguez of Havana, 71.
 Archbishop Fridolin Besungu of Kinshasa, Congo, 59.
 Archbishop Jean-Claude Hollerich of Luxembourg, 61.
 Bishop Alvaro Imeri of Huehuetenango, Guatemala, 72.
 Archbishop Matteo Zuppi of Bologna, Italy, 63.
 Archbishop Cristobal Romero of Rabat, Morocco, 67.
 Retired Archbishop Sigitas Tamkevicius of Kaunas, Lithuana, 80.
 Retired Bishop Eugenio dal Corso of Benguela, Angola, 80.

OKLAHOMA CITY – Deacon Richard Thibo-
deau has played a major role in creating a new 
program at Mercy Health Center called “No One 
Dies Alone.”

As its name implies, Thibodeau and a group 
of volunteers work to ensure 
that people who are near death 
have someone to help them tran-
sition in a dignified manner.

“This is a real ministry of com-
passion,” he said. 

Thibodeau has served as chap-
lain at Mercy for five years. He 
also is a deacon at Saint Robert 
Bellarmine in Jones.  

“No One Dies Alone,” began at 
Mercy on July 1.  

“It’s important for people to know I didn’t 
come up with the idea for ‘No One Dies Alone,’” 
he noted. “It started in the early 2000s in Ore-
gon.”

Although he didn’t establish the program, it 
was a personal experience that led him to push 

for the program at Mercy. While traveling, he 
found out his father had passed away. The news 
struck him hard because his father died alone. 

“I was the oldest child and should have been 
there with him,” he recalled.

Last year, he began talking with Mercy offi-
cials. He said there are many reasons people 
find themselves facing death alone. 

“Some people come 
from broken families 
or there is distance 
with family mem-
bers,” he said. “Oth-
ers may have already 
lost their spouse.”

One example he 
provided was the 
case of two brothers. 
One of the brothers 
was in Mercy and 
receiving end-of-life 

care. The other brother lived in California and 
flew in to be with his sibling for the final days. 
The brother stayed for 10 days but, eventu-
ally, family and other obligations, forced him 
to return to California. The patient was alone. 

But, thanks to the new program, the man had 
a caring volunteer with him when he died.

Deacon Thibodeau said many of the patients 
are anxious, and caring volunteers help them 
be less afraid.

The program has 51 volun-
teers who work in two-hour 
shifts. Hospital staff notifies 
Thibodeau when a patient may 
be facing death and does not 
have immediate family nearby.

Calvin is one of the volun-
teers.

“This has been such a spir-
itual and, at times, emotional 
experience for me,” Calvin said. 
“An LPN walked in and told me 
just how meaningful it was to 
the nursing staff knowing that 
someone was here for Mr. C.”

Kathy related her experience as a volunteer.
“I truly enjoyed humming, whispering and 

singing to him in his final hour. What a holy 
moment these last hours with him have been.”

Steve Gust is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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Deacon launches hospital program to 
help the dying

By Steve Gust 
The Sooner Catholic

Dcn. Richard 
Thibodeau

To learn more about volunteering 
with “No One Dies Alone,” contact 

Dcn. Richard Thibodeau at 
(405) 752-3176, (405) 936-5487 
or richard.thibodeau@mercy.net. 

Go online to mercy.net; 
search for program.

TO VOLUNTEER

continued from page 1

Women of the WAY - discerning consecrated life: Vita Consecrata
Teachers of the TRUTH - discerning priesthood: Gift and Mystery

Lovers of LIFE - discerning Christian marriage: Familiaris Consortio

I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. John 14:6

Celebrate the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi ST. JOHN PAUL II DWELLING
4113 S. Eastern Avenue · Moore, OK 73160

For more information or to RSVP, 
call or text 405.778.1107

 

First Sunday
Explore the universal call to holiness and our particular vocations in life 

with the writings of St. Paul II in three small groups:

Join us for one or all of these encounters on the First Sunday of the Month: 
10/6, 11/3, 12/1, 1/5, 2/2, 3/1, 4/5, 5/3, 6/7

Study & Sharing

Archbishop Juan Rodriguez of Havana

Jesuit Fr. Michael Czerny, undersecretary of the Section 
for Migrants and Refugees at the Dicastery for Promoting 
Integral Human Development
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

The history of the Church in 
Oklahoma is jammed packed 
with interesting characters and 
even a few that invite puzzlement 
and head scratching. Others 
became known for accomplish-
ments that had little to do with 
their priestly ministry. Such is 
the case with Boniface Man-
delaartz.

Father Mandelaartz was a 
native of Stolberg, Germany, and 
immigrated to become a Bene-
dictine monk of Saint Benedict 
Abbey in Oregon and functioned 
as a professor Mount Angel Sem-
inary.

 He arrived in Oklahoma in 
1926 and served in various 
pastoral assignments. The how 

and why of his coming 
here is still somewhat 
a mystery. His claim 
to fame came in an 
unlikely field. As a 

botanist, while assigned to 
Bison, he developed a new 
hybrid strain of corn that 
was better suited to Okla-
homa’s climate. Appropri-
ately, he called his hybrid 
“Saint Joseph’s Corn.” 

Becoming pastor of 
Hydro in 1943, he also 
ministered to the German 
prisoner of war camp 
located near Fort Reno. 
Prisoner of war camps 
dotted the Oklahoma land-
scape during World War II 
and the local church made 
sure of proper pastoral 
care. His ministry with 
the prisoners was fondly 
recalled in his obituary.

Father Mandelaartz’s lively 
mind and persistence in experi-
mentation worked toward achiev-
ing his unique place in the field 
of botany. His love for his parish-

ioners wherever he was assigned 
was equally as important and 
appreciated by those he served. 
After finishing his active ministry 
as chaplain of Mercy Hospital, 
Father Boniface Mandelaartz left 
this life in February 1966.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Fr. Boniface Mandelaartz

Mount St. Mary educator receives 
Fulbright Award

One of the world’s most presti-
gious and competitive fellowship 
program awards has been given to 
Mount Saint Mary Catholic High 
School’s social studies teacher, 
Johnathan Baldridge. The com-
petitive Ful-
bright-Hays study 
abroad award 
offers signifi-
cant professional 
learning opportu-
nities. 

The Fulbright 
program was 
founded by U.S. 
Sen. J. William 
Fulbright in 1946 
and is one of 
the world’s most 
recognized and 
prestigious schol-
arships. The pro-
gram’s goal is 
to strengthen 
diplomacy by im-
proving cultural 
relations through 
the exchange of 
people, cultural 
immersion, expe-
rience, knowledge 
and educational skills.  

In May, Baldridge and nine 
fellow social studies educators, 
traveled to Morocco, a developing 
country with a high levels of pov-
erty. Baldridge was there during 
Ramadan, a time of fasting, that 
provided the opportunity to wit-

ness Moroccans live their faith. 
Baldridge says the experience 

was valuable and lends a new 
perspective on the world that he 
will use to develop curriculum and 
promote cultural awareness in his 
classroom. 

“There is a high degree of pov-
erty in the country and ordinary 
people struggle so much day-to-

day in their lives and that was a 
big shock to witness in person,” 
Baldridge said. “At the same time, 
even with all of their struggles and 
the challenges of living day-to-day, 
they were still able to create such 
a colorful and vibrant culture. 
They have done such a wonderful 

job of protecting their cultural tra-
ditions, such as music, dance, arts 
and crafts, and it is a really color-
ful country with amazing people. 

Baldridge said recognizing the 
humanity and dignity of all God’s 
children around the world and 
helping make the world a better 
place to live for all is a key value of 

the Catholic faith. 
MSM Principal 

Talita DeNegri said 
Baldridge is one of the 
most popular teachers 
with the kids at the 
school. 

“He is a beacon, not 
only for our faith, but 
also for the academ-
ic rigor of our Mount 
community. The kids 
just soak it all in 
when he talks,” DeNe-
gri said.

“This honor speaks 
loudly for him because 
now, after all the 
training and guidance, 
not only academically 
and professionally, but 
spiritually, we have a 
young man who is an 
incredible teacher and 
a spiritual leader in 
our building.”

Baldridge said he plans to inte-
grate his experience into his class-
room where students might be 
inspired to take action in their own 
lives to live their faith by making 
the world a better place. 

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

John Baldridge (right) meets with fellow teachers, David Burton and 
Karim Benqdad, at the Fulbright House in Rabat, Morocco. Photo pro-
vided.

In the city of Gulu in northern Uganda, 
across the street from a prison, sits an 
enclosed compound that hundreds of 
women and children call home. Saint 

Monica’s Girls Tailoring Centre, also known as 
Sister Rosemary’s compound, houses a medi-
cal center, daycare, school and convent. 

Every day, Sister Rosemary Nyirumbe and 
her community of more than 300 sisters, the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Congregation, devote 
themselves to creating a better life for refugees 
in Uganda and South Sudan.

For more than 15 years, the compound has 
been a safe haven for victims of war violence, 
kidnapping and sex slavery suffered at the 
hands of Joseph Kony and his militia, the 
Lord’s Resistance Army.

Emily Hale, a 2019 graduate of the Univer-
sity of Central Oklahoma, traveled to Gulu in 
May with fellow students through Leadership 
Central at UCO. A graduate of Bishop McGuin-
ness Catholic High School and Saint John 
Nepomuk Catholic School, Hale was no strang-
er to Sister Rosemary’s work. 

“Of course, being Catholic, I knew who she 
was so it was really cool to get to go on this 
trip,” she said.

Hale and the group of more than 20 students 

spent each day of the 
two-week trip working on 
the compound cleaning 
and making repairs.

“School was starting 
the Monday after we left, 
so we moved out some 
trash and painted the 
playground area at the 
school,” she explained. 

In addition, the group 
sanded and painted 
gates, doors, windows 
and handrails at the 
school building.

Through the support 
of the Catholic commu-
nity, Hale was able to 
fund her trip to Uganda 
as well as provide finan-
cial support to bene-
fit Sister Rosemary’s 
mission. Students from 
Saint John Nepomuk 
held a school-wide 
fundraiser the month 
prior to Hale’s trip. 
More than $2,000 was 
raised through student donations during a 
week-long “penny war.” 

Denise Heard, a teacher at Saint John 
Nepomuk, coordinated the effort. 

“Because of Emily’s connection with 
Saint John, we de-
cided to make this 
a service project 
for our students, a 
way to help others 
through her,” she 
explained. 

A former teacher 
of Hale’s, Heard 
was excited for 
the opportunity to 
show students how 
their generosity 
directly impacted 
others in need.

“I was so thrilled 
to hear about her 
service trip,” Heard 
said. “This is a full 
circle story, a Saint 
John graduate 
going on to do great 

things with the help she received from our 
students.” 

In addition to donations, students also col-
lected pop tabs to send with Hale to donate to 
the Sewing Hope Orphan Village in Atiak, an-
other compound run by Sister Rosemary and 
the congregation. Hale and her group made 
the hour-long trip to Atiak to visit the village’s 
new school building, which was constructed 
with bricks made by UCO students who visited 
Uganda the previous year.

“It is so cool to see, the bricks that stu-
dents made last year became the building that 
stands today,” she said. 

While in Atiak, the group constructed more 
bricks to be used for the upcoming projects at 
the orphanage.

Aside from the service aspect of the trip, Hale 
expressed how meaningful the connections 
were that she made with the women she met 
on the compound.

“We made friends, we talked, we even played 
cards with these women. I just love what Sis-
ter Rosemary has done to lessen the gap for 
them!”  

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic. 
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By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

Lessening the gap in Uganda

Emily Hale, a 2019 graduate of the University of Central Oklahoma, with friends from Gulu in northern Uganda. Photos provided.
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Mount St. Mary to dedicate new field 

Mount Saint Mary Catholic High School in 
Oklahoma City will dedicate the school’s 
new turf football field at 6:45 p.m. Sept. 26 

before the school’s football home opener with Heri-
tage Hall High School.

As part of the dedication ceremony, the school will 
recognize the two lead benefactors for the project, 
Woody and Kacee Glass and their family, and the 
family of the late Gilbert Stockinger, who was a 1962 

Mount graduate.  
“Our school community is so excited about this 

project. It is a game changer for our students and is 
making a transformational impact on our beautiful 
campus. We are calling on all who love The Mount 
to join us for this one-time event to witness how 
philanthropy has inspired our entire school commu-
nity,” said Chris Stiles, director of advancement at 
The Mount.  

Montserrat Jesuit Retreat House celebrates 60 years 
LAKE DALLAS, Texas – This 

October, Montserrat Jesuit Retreat 
House will celebrate its 60th year of 
service to faith communities in the 
north Texas, Oklahoma and north-
ern Louisiana.

Founded in 1959 by the Jesuits 

of the New Orleans Province, now 
the UCS Province, Montserrat has 
served as a place for silent reflec-
tion and spiritual renewal.  

Montserrat’s campus includes 
space for diocesan, parish and reli-
gious organizations to host gather-

ings. In 2013, the Ignatius Spiritu-
ality Institute (ISI) was founded at 
Montserrat to train future church 
leaders in the reflective traditions 
of Saint Ignatius.  

Montserrat Jesuit Retreat House 
is a ministry of the U.S. Central 

and Southern Province of the So-
ciety of Jesus offering the spiritual 
exercises of Saint Ignatius and 
programs in the Ignatian tradition. 
Contact Fr. Ron Gonzales at (940) 
321-6020, ron.gonzales@montser-
ratretreat.org.

Sister Mary Thomasine Stoeck-
lein, a lifelong educator and pro-
fessed Adorer of the Blood of Christ 
for 78 years, died Sept. 4 at the 
community’s Wichita center. She 
was 96.

Sister Mary Thomasine was the 
second of eight children and spent 
her child-
hood on 
the family 
farm. She 
was baptized 
Edna Mae. 
One of her 
siblings also 
joined the 
ASC com-
munity as 
Sister Joyce 
Stoecklein.

Mary Thomasine entered the 
Adorers of the Blood of Christ in 
August 1939, professing first vows 
on Aug. 10, 1941, and final vows 
five years later. She celebrated her 
75th anniversary on May 8, 2016.

She taught college education 
classes for 25 years at Newman 
University in Wichita where she was 
an associate professor of education 
and Education Department chair-
woman. Prior to Newman, she spent 
15 years as an elementary teacher 
and/or principal and three years as 
a high school math teacher.

She played volleyball and basket-
ball in college and continued her 
love of competitive sports. 

A funeral Mass was held on Sept. 
7 at the Wichita Center. She was 
buried at the center’s community 
cemetery.

Sr. Mary Thomasine Stoecklein

Sr. Mary Thomasine 
Stoecklein

Five Religious Sisters of 
Mercy celebrated their 
jubilees at Mercy Health 

Center Convent in Oklahoma 
City. The celebrants for the 
eucharistic liturgy included 
Fr. John Baptist Sseruwu and 
Dcn. John Teague. The honored 
jubilarians were Sr. Mary Henry 
Simoneaux and Sr. Mary Emer-
ita Stoulig (80th jubilees); Sr. 
Theresa Schmidlkofer (70th jubi-
lee); Sr. Miriam Terese Alvarado 
and Sr. Maria Elena Gonzalez 
(60th jubilees).

(L to R) Dcn. John Teague, Sr. 
Miriam Terese Alvarado, Sr. Maria 
Elena Gonzalez, Sr. Mary Emerita 
Stoulig, Sr. Theresa Schmidlkofer, 
Sr. Mary Henry Simoneaux and 
Fr. John Baptist Sseruwu. Photo 
provided.

The students at Sacred Heart 
Catholic School in Oklahoma 
City celebrated the start of a new 
school year by exploring new skills 
and learning to be true disciples of 
Jesus Christ! Photos provided.

A recent Knights of Columbus retreat at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center featured Fr. Phil 
Creider. Fr. Creider was an associate pastor at 
four churches and a pastor at three missions in 
Oklahoma. He also served as a chaplain for 20 
years in the U.S. Navy. His theme was, “Fol-
lowing God, The Dessert Path.” He shared the 
importance of Catholics listening to God through 
prayer and doing “what God wants when he 
wants it – even right now.” Photo provided. 

Eight couples attended a Domestic Church Evangelization Retreat at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center over Labor Day weekend. The retreat included 
couple prayer before the Blessed Sacrament, daily Mass, confession and fel-
lowship! The next evangelization retreat is scheduled March 26-29. Contact 
Alex Schimpf at (405) 709-2755 or aschimpf@archokc.org. Register online at 
archokc.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities. Photo provided.
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Oklahoma youth “on fire with their faith” at 
summer conferences

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. – More than 700 students 
from the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City joined 
thousands of other young Catholics this sum-
mer at the 2019 Steubenville STL Mid-America  
youth conference.

“The friends you meet, the energy in the 
prayer and 
the music and 
experiencing 
God’s great love 
with 5,000 of 
your fellow teen 
Catholics is 
something you 
can’t get any-
where else,” said 
Jackie Nguyen, 
a 15-year-old 
who attended 
the Steubenville 
conference in 
Missouri with 
Saint Francis of Assisi in Oklahoma City. “I’ve 
never danced, sang and cried so much in one 
weekend.” 

Steubenville STL Mid-America is a three-day 
conference that takes place annually in July 
on the campus of Missouri State University in 
Springfield, Mo. The event is in partnership 
with the Franciscan University of Steubenville 
in Ohio and is one of many that occur around 
the United States. This year’s conference was 
attended by youth from several states, includ-
ing Oklahoma, Nebraska, Texas, Iowa, Tennes-
see, Minnesota, South Dakota, Wisconsin and 
Michigan.

This year’s conference grew to have the high-
est attendance in 20 years. The Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City had a total of 745 teen partici-
pants at the conference this year. 

“It was refreshing to see so many young peo-
ple on fire with their faith and adoring Jesus 
Christ in the Blessed Sacrament,” said Father 
William Novak, pastor of Saint Francis and 

vicar general of the archdiocese. 
Youth from parishes in Oklahoma City, 

Guthrie, Shawnee, Mustang, Hollis, Ada, Nor-
man, Harrah and Edmond attended Week 1 of 
the conference, July 12-14. 

Week 2, July 19-21, was attended by youth 
from Ponca City, Enid, Oklahoma City, Ed-
mond, Hennessey, Okarche and Bison. 

This year’s theme at the conference was “Be-
long” and it empha-
sized the belonging 
of each and every 
one of God’s chil-

dren into his 
kingdom. 

“The theme of 
‘Belong’ real-
ly spoke to me,” said Cherry Halford, a teen 
who attended the conference from Saint John 
in Edmond. “I had a great experience and I’m 
excited to go back next year.” 

Eliana Gaytan, who attended from The Ca-
thedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, agreed.

“God’s clearest message to me was: ‘You are 
not alone.’ This is a message I have heard over 
and over; however, seeing 5,000 other people 
adore Christ and bring their hearts, fears, and 
desires to him affirmed this message and left 
me without any doubts.”

Week 1 was hosted by Dan Harms, the 
worship hymns were led by Josh Blakesley, 
and clergy included Father Mike Schmitz. The 
speakers for that week were Katie Prejean 
McGrady, Noelle Garcia McHugh, and David 
Calavitta. Week 2 was hosted by Sister Miriam 

Heidland, the worship hymns were led by Kyle 
Huelsing, and clergy included Father Chris 
Martin. The speakers were Lisa Cotter, Nic 
Franc, and Brian Greenfield. 

Carlos Carillo, a teen who attended with 
Sacred Heart explained, “Every speaker has a 
great sense of humor and they each give a dif-
ferent vibe and it makes the conference unique 
and special.” 

Topics included the role of social media, a 
relationship with God and belonging in the 
faith. Mass was celebrated Saturday and Sun-
day mornings. Attendees had an opportunity to 

attend confession 
throughout the 
weekend.

Adoration was 
the highlight for 
many attendees.

“Adoration was 
my favorite part. 
After adoration, I 
felt different. I felt 
happier and with 
more energy,” said 
Kimberly Valenzu-
ela, who attended 
the conference with 
Saint Eugene. 

Next year, the theme for the Steubenville 
conference will be “Restored.” It is based on the 
verse, Psalms 80:3, “Restore us, O God of hosts; 
let thy face shine, that we may be saved.” 

Teens who attended the conference this year 
already are eager to return.

“I want to go back every year, if possible, 
and I want to bring as many people with me to 
experience the Holy Spirit working in them,” 
Eliana Gaytan said.

For information about Steubenville con-
ferences, to watch the livestream or to view 
sessions from previous conferences, go online 
to steubystl.com. 

Miranda Renteria is a sophomore at Cristo Rey 
OKC Catholic High School and an intern with the 
archdiocesan Office of Communications.

By Miranda Renteria 
For the Sooner Catholic

Above photos: Students from St. Francis of 
Assisi in Oklahoma City at the 2019 Steuben-
ville STL Mid-America youth conference. Below: 
Students from the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City. Photos provided.
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Corpus Christi honors St. Peter Claver

those who were brought from Africa on slave vessels. It 
is said that Saint Peter Claver baptized nearly 300,000 
slaves as they entered the New World, giving them basic 
instruction, and caring for their spiritual needs.

Saint Peter Claver died at age 74 after a long illness 
in his beloved Columbia. He was canonized in 1888 by 
Pope Leo XIII. By his life and ministry, Saint Peter Claver 
sought to fight for the rights of everyone and to share the 
Gospel with anyone willing to listen. 

Saint Peter Claver, pray for us!

continued from page 1

The Knights of Peter Claver attend Mass Sept. 8 at Corpus 
Christi in Oklahoma City to celebrate the Feast Day of St. Peter 
Claver. Photo provided.

Cursillo 

American Indian Catholic 
Outreach Princess Arlene 
Schonchin participated 
in the American Indian 
Exposition Parade Aug. 14 
in Anadarko. Photos Dana 
Attocknie/Sooner Catholic.

The Cursillo 40th Anniversary celebration was held 
Aug. 24 at the St. Joseph Family Center in Norman. 
Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

The Our Lady of LaVang Mass and celebration was held 
Sept. 8 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 
Oklahoma City. Photos Fran Kozakowski/Sooner Catholic.

Our Lady of LaVang 
Mass and celebration

Archbishop Coakley and archdiocesan staff met this month in 
Mexico City with priests, including Fr. Gilberto Moya and Fr. 
Walter Domínguez, to discuss the partnership with the diocese. 
Photo provided.
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Getting out of Dodge!

Jobs Box
Music director

Corpus Christi in Oklahoma City 
is looking for a part-time music 
director. Knowledge of liturgy and 
gospel music are a bonus. Contact 
Fr. Danny Grover at dgrover2010@
gmail.com.

Constituent relations 
coordinator

Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
School is looking for a detail-ori-
ented professional to provide sup-
port to the advancement program. 
The constituent relations coordina-
tor will work to convey messages of 
the school’s mission and success-
es, which will involve the need for 
strong writing and communication 
skills. This will include alumni 
engagement programs, providing 
administrative support, assisting 
with marketing and communica-
tion, supporting donor steward-
ship and recognition activities, 
and assisting with fundraising 
and special events. College degree 
preferred. E-mail letter of interest 
and qualifications to Chris Stiles 
at cstiles@mountstmary.org. 

Senior director for social 
services

Catholic Charities is seeking a 
senior director for social services 
to direct activities of family sup-
port services, homeless services, 
refugee resettlement and disaster 
services while acting on a consul-
tant basis to other departments 
with case management services. 
Master’s degree in a behavior-

al science, preferably in social 
work, a must; three to five years 
of experience in social services 
to individuals and families; one 
year of supervisory experience; 
fluency in Spanish and English 
preferred; and a combination of 
education and relevant experience 
also considered. Send cover letter 
and resume to Christy Knotts at 
cknotts@ccaokc.org.

Refugee case manager
Catholic Charities is seeking a 

refugee case manager. The case 
manager for refugee cash as-
sistance/refugee social services 
functions as a primary contact 
for these programs. Qualifications 
include high school diploma; at 
least two years’ experience directly 
related to the duties and respon-
sibilities specified; a bachelor’s 
degree in a related social service 
field preferred; bilingual in Viet-
namese, Burmese or Kinyarwadan 
preferred; and ability to drive and 
possess a valid driver’s license and 
clean driving record. Send cover 
letter and resume to Mark Chan at 
mchan@ccaokc.org. 

Youth, campus ministry director 
- Guymon

St. Peter the Apostle in Guymon 
is seeking a director of youth, 
campus and young adult ministry. 
This person will be responsible for 
the evangelization and formation of 
high school youth at St. Peter and 
the college students of Oklahoma 
Panhandle State University. Must 

be Catholic and actively involved 
in parish life; know and support 
the teachings of the Catholic 
Church; and have or be working 
toward an archdiocesan DRE certi-
fication. Visit www.panhandlecath-
olic.org/jobs. Send cover letter and 
resume to Fr. John Paul Lewis at 
vicar@panahndlecatholic.org.

Special event, marketing 
coordinator

The Center of Family Love in 
Okarche is seeking a special event, 
marketing coordinator to work 
with the chief philanthropy officer 
and philanthropy and commu-
nications manager. The position 
coordinates marketing strategy, 
corporate creative design material, 
philanthropy and special events. 
E-mail resume and cover letter to 
Chasity Ladd at cladd@cflinc.org 
or call (405) 263-4658, Ext. 1205.

Parish and resources 
coordinator
Catholic Charities is seeking a full-
time parish and resources coordi-
nator to serve as consultant, edu-
cator and supporter for parishes 
and communities to develop and 
sustain social ministries and ec-
umenical outreach to address the 
needs of the poor and vulnerable. 
Coordinator will provide support 
to the director of grants and donor 
administration to ensure good do-
nor/donation stewardship through 
various database functions. Must 
have degree in a related field; be a 
practicing Catholic with knowledge 

of Catholic social teaching and 
spirituality; at least two years’ ex-
perience in social ministry with ed-
ucation and communication skills. 
E-mail cover letter and resume to 
bsmith@ccaokc.org. 

Qualified intellectual disabilities 
professional

The Center of Family Love is 
seeking a special education teach-
er to serve as a full-time qualified 
intellectual disabilities profession-
al. Bachelor’s degree in education, 
special education, psychology, so-
cial work or related field, or regis-
tered nurse or physician required. 
Minimum of one year of experience 
working with individuals with de-
velopmental disabilities preferred. 
Computer experience, including 
word-processing and electronic 
software knowledge, is required. 
Visit centeroffamilylove.org.

Catapult teachers needed
Catapult Learning works in part-

nership with the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City to provide instruc-
tional intervention services to stu-
dents, while coordinating efforts 
with school personnel and confer-
encing with parents and teachers. 
We have various positions avail-
able, such as teachers, counselors, 
and instructional coaches. Visit 
catapultlearning.com/careers to 
learn more or search for Catapult 
Learning on Indeed.

To see more job openings, go online 
to www.archokc.org/jobs-box.

“Mommy and daddy are going to help save 
babies!” shouted our daughter, Lucia, as we 
explained that we were going to be moving to 
Oklahoma City to work as Respect Life coordi-
nators for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
My husband, David, and I looked at each other 
and our hearts were set on fire! What a worthy 
mission the Lord has entrusted to his unwor-
thy servants. 

David, our five kids, and I just moved here 
to OKC at the end of August from Dodge City, 
Kan., and we are thrilled to be so welcomed 
into these new-to-us 
ministry roles. For 
the past 15 years, we 
have worked in youth 
and music ministry, 
traveling around the 
country and sharing 
the Gospel through 
music, witness and 
teaching, including 
at the National Cath-
olic Youth Conference and Steubenville Youth 
Conferences. We have tried our best to live our 
ministry through our vocation as parents to 
five young children under age 10 and we are 
excited to work as a married couple in this 
ministry!

 This past year, the Lord opened our eyes in 
a new way to how important it is to be pro-life, 
particularly in the area of women’s reproduc-
tive health. We always prayed for an end to 
abortion and strived to help women in difficult 

situations. However, we were made aware of 
a more indirect and insidious injustice a few 
months ago when I had to have an emergency 
surgery for a tumor growing on my ovary. 

Not only was I judged for having five children 
and dismissed that the excruciating pain I was 
feeling was “just cramps,” but I also was told 
that it would not be a big deal if I lost an ovary. 
I would “still be fertile, but why would you 
want any more kids?” And, I was sent home 
with a note that said, “Noelle is restricted to 
limited walking.”

Consequently, after seeing two dif-
ferent doctors and being dismissed, 
I ended up in an emergency surgery 
due to ovarian torsion with the un-
fortunate consequence of having a 
surgeon who performed such sloppy 
work that I will need another surgery 
eventually. He told me that because I 
did not have traditional insurance (we 
are part of a healthshare), I should 
take the less expensive route of pain 

pills. While we were having this conversation, 
unbeknownst to both of us at the time, I was 
bleeding internally. Thankfully, in part due to 
regularly tracking and being in tune with my 
cycle through Natural Family Planning, I knew 
something was seriously wrong and was able to 
speak up for myself: I need help. I need sur-
gery. Now.

What does all of this have to do with Respect 
Life? It has to do with how abortive and contra-
ceptive mentality has affected women’s health 

– directly 
hindering 
their abil-
ity to get 
appropri-
ate med-
ical care 
for issues 
regarding 
reproductive health. A woman’s fertility (and 
even infertility) is not a priority. 

There is a “fertility bias” against women. All 
the talk we hear of “rights, choice and equality” 
is unfortunately a euphemism for “your preg-
nancy, your problem.” If we are to be a truly 
pro-life people, we must support women and 
fight this fertility bias that her fertility is an 
obstacle to her personhood and success as a 
woman.

As Respect Life coordinators, we will need 
you to help us in this battle for women, chil-
dren, fathers and families. We plan to work 
together with people who already are working 
to promote a culture of life in Oklahoma and 
those who will be called to help women and 
families thrive and take abortion off the table 
as an option.

Our mission statement is, “Children are not 
an obstacle to your dreams…they are the inspi-
ration.” Thank you for welcoming us. It is good 
to be here.

Respect Life

Noelle Garcia 
McHugh

Coordinator, 
Respect Life Office 

Noelle Garcia McHugh 
and David McHugh

RespectLife@archokc.org
(405) 709-2714

archokc.org/respectlife

Contact us!

The 27 books of the New Testament aren’t re-
ally all books. Twenty-one of the 27 in the New 
Testament are letters with Saint Paul writing 
more than half of the letters. Saint Paul orig-
inally was known as Saul of Tarsus, a devout 

Jew. A passionate and 
difficult man whose writ-
ings, after the historic 
encounter with Jesus on 
the road to Damascus, 
reflect those same traits.

The second letter of 
Peter mentions this in 
Ch. 3 verses 15-16: “…
consider the patience of 
our Lord as salvation, 

as our beloved brother Paul, according to the 
wisdom given to him, also wrote to you, speak-
ing of these things as he does in all his letters. 
In them there are some things hard to under-
stand that the ignorant and unstable distort to 
their own destruction, just as they do the other 
scriptures.”

God has called this imperfect man to be the 
missionary to the gentiles, a theologian and 
the receiver of divine inspiration as he becomes 
God’s instrument in writing these various 
letters, but I want to emphasize one idea, it is 
not easy to read Paul. He adapts his message 
to his various audiences while at the same time 
you can see how his own understanding of 
profound truths is developing. This is why his 
writings should be considered as a whole with 
the rest of the New Testament. 

The letter to the Romans, while not being his 

first letter, is his longest and most profound 
letter. 

This letter is his opportunity to go deeper 
into, and continue to develop, the themes he 
spoke about in his letter to the Galatians. He is 
speaking to the Christians in Rome, a task that 
is not an easy one.

Rome had various groups of Christians and 
not all of them got along with each other. First, 
you have the Christians who were converts 
from Judaism. They came from the culture of 
Jewish feasts, festivals and holy days. They 
were knowledgeable of the Old Testament and 
the synagogue manner of worship. The grew up 
hoping and praying for the promised messiah 
and when the gospel came to Rome many wel-
comed the Lord into their lives.

Second, we have the gentiles, the largest 
group of Christians in Rome. These Christians, 
with no Jewish background, are the citizens 
of Rome that Paul wanted to make person-
al contact with, also welcomed the Lord into 
their lives. Romans 1, 13 clearly states: “I do 
not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I 
often planned to come to you, though I was 
prevented until now, that I might harvest some 
fruit among you, too, as among the rest of the 
gentiles.”

Both groups residing in Rome are addressed 
by Paul and each group also has unique needs. 
Paul addresses these needs and walks a fine 
line between them. He welcomes the gentiles 
while reminding them that salvation, which is 
for everyone, first came to the Jews. In doing 
so, we can see how the Holy Spirit is clearly 

speak-
ing and 
working 
through 
him. He 
is a great 
example 
of how to 
evange-
lize different cultural groups and bring them 
together as one family in Christ.

Scott Hahn, in his groundbreaking com-
mentary to Romans (part of the series Catho-
lic Commentary on Sacred Scripture), breaks 
down the key themes in Romans in the fol-
lowing way: “The theology of Romans may be 
summarized under four headings: (1) God’s 
righteousness as the basis of salvation, (2) the 
benefits of salvation for humanity, (3) the salva-
tion of Israel in particular, and (4) the respon-
sibilities that salvation places on the Christian 
community.”

I invite you to do some Lectio Divina with 
Romans. Pick a few verses from Ch. 5 through 
Ch. 11. Here are the first two verses from Ch. 
5: “Therefore, since we have been justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
gained access (by faith) to this grace in which 
we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of 
God.”

Thank you, Lord, for your gift of the letter to 
the Romans. Amen.

According to the Pew Research 
Center, “Latinos now make up 
one-third 
of the 
Catholic 
popu-
lation.” 
This sig-
nificant 
growth 
brings both new challenges 
and opportunities for the Lati-
no population as well as for 
the Catholic community.

Bishop Ricardo Ramirez has 
written a thought-provoking, 
insightful and encouraging 
book about this issue titled, 
“Power From The Margins.” 

Bishop Ramirez utilizes per-
sonal experiences, statistics and 
Catholic teaching to commu-
nicate the significance of this 
recent emergence of the Latino 
population in the United States, 
and introduces fresh ideas for 
addressing many of the chal-
lenges and opportunities faced.

Perhaps one of the most 
influential forces for Bishop 
Ramirez’s book came from his 
work with the poor in Mexico. 
During this service, he dis-
covered, “there was a richness 
that only the poor can bring 
to others. No matter how deep 

the deprivation at the margins, 
there are always gifts that the 
poor can give.” As I read this 
book, I found myself repeatedly 
thinking of this simple, but pow-

erful notion.
Bishop Ramirez does a great 

job of 
relating 
person-
al story, 
reflection, 
Catholic 
teaching 
and a call-
to-action as 
he describes 
the chang-
es in the 
Church and 
in society 
along with 

the “Power From The Margins.” 
This book definitely increased 

my awareness and understand-
ing of some of the challenges 
and opportunities related to the 
growing Latino population in the 
United States.

We are blessed to have other 
cultures in parishes that bring 
some of their traditions with 
them and share the joy of the 
faith. This book will deepen the 
reader’s understanding and ap-
preciation for the “Latino Catho-
lic heart.”

John H. Dolezal is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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St. Paul’s letter to the Romans is deep!

“Power From the 
Margins”

By John H. Dolezal 
The Sooner Catholic

Students and staff at St. John Nepomuk Catholic School in Yukon were a 
part of a special day for one of their kindergarten students. The student’s 
dad returned from a year-long deployment and surprised her at lunch. 
Photo provided.

The Knights of 
Columbus and 
the Ladies Aux-
iliary of Council 
#5759 serve St. 
James in Okla-
homa City each 
month by deep 
cleaning the 
parish. Photo 
provided. 

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis 



La semana pasada tuve la oportunidad de 
celebrar la Misa en la hermosa capilla monásti-
ca de la Abadía de San Gregorio. La ocasión de 
esta visita más reciente fue la celebración del 
Día Nacional de Recuerdo de Niños Abortados.

Después de la Misa, durante la cual oramos 
por las víctimas del aborto y los padres y las 
familias que han experimentado el dolor y la 
pérdida por causa del aborto, nos dirigimos 
al pequeño Santuario de Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe que tienen al aire libre. Bendiji-
mos coronas de flores que serían llevadas a 
los cementerios 
y colocadas en 
monumentos re-
cordando a los no 
nacidos que per-
dieron la vida por 
el aborto. Fue un 
poderoso recorda-
torio de los mil-
lones de víctimas 
de este holocaus-
to silencioso que 
ha erosionado 
tanto el respeto 
por toda la vida 
humana desde la 
concepción hasta 
la muerte natural.

Nuestra Seño-
ra de Guadalupe 
es la patrona 
del movimiento 
provida y una visita en este pasado agosto a su 
Basílica en la Ciudad de México me recordó de 
cuán apropiado es esta asociación. Al celebrar 
la Misa en el altar principal de la Basílica, 
directamente debajo de la milagrosa tilma de 
San Juan Diego que lleva la imagen de María, 
recordé los eventos que fueron un estímulo 
tan notable en la evangelización del continente 
americano. Es una historia que probablemente 
sea familiar para la mayoría de nosotros, pero 
los aspectos más destacados se repiten en este 
contexto.

En 1519, cuando Hernán Cortés llegó a 

Tenochtitlán, la capital del imperio azteca, 
encontró una civilización muy avanzada que 
fue notable en muchos sentidos. Había veni-
do como conquistador y representante de la 
monarquía española, pero también estaba 
acompañado por misioneros que comenzaron 
el trabajo de evangelizar un continente. Es una 
historia compleja. Estos misioneros descubri-
eron un culto arraigado basado en el sacrificio 
humano. Los indígenas creían que sus dioses 
exigían sangre humana para garantizar cose-
chas abundantes. Estos horribles sacrificios 

humanos se 
ofrecían en 
números asom-
brosos de forma 
regular.

En este con-
texto de miedo 
y superstición, 
la obra de evan-
gelización no 
estaba produc-
iendo el fruto 
deseado. Hubo 
relativamente 
pocas conver-
siones y bautis-
mos. Todo eso 
cambió en 1531 
cuando, en una 
fría mañana 
de diciembre, 
María se le apa-

reció a Juan Diego, un simple campesino indí-
gena que se había convertido a la fe cristiana. 
Ella le confió a Juan Diego la misión de ir al 
obispo y solicitar que se construya una capilla 
en el lugar de su aparición, el cerro del Tepey-
ac. El obispo era comprensiblemente escéptico 
y solicitó una señal.

La señal que dio María cambió el curso de 
la historia. No solo le dio hermosas rosas en 
diciembre para que Juan Diego las trajera al 
obispo, sino que aún más notable, su imagen 
vibrante quedó impresa en los pliegues de su 
tilma. El obispo tenía su señal y la gente vino 

por miles para 
ver y venerar la 
imagen sagrada. 
¡Los sacerdotes 
no podían man-
tenerse al día con 
las solicitudes 
de bautismo! La 
existencia continua de esa frágil tilma hecha 
de fibras crudas es bastante notable, pero es la 
imagen sagrada impresa milagrosamente en la 
tilma de Juan Diego la que continúa revelan-
do sus misterios y tocando corazones casi 500 
años después.

La imagen de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe 
es en sí misma un códice, un mensaje cod-
ificado, que le habló a los indígenas de una 
manera que los misioneros no les pudieron 
hablar. Ella era uno de ellos, ella era indígena. 
La tilma contiene símbolos e imágenes de la 
naturaleza que les hablaba a los indígenas en 
el idioma y la cultura que estos pueblos indí-
genas captaron y de inmediato entendieron. La 
imagen de María misma proclama las verdades 
centrales del Evangelio y revela que el Dios del 
que María y el niño no nacido en su vientre 
dieron testimonio en silencio no es un dios que 
exige el sacrificio sangriento de los esclavos, 
sino el Dios verdadero que dio su propio Hijo 
para sufrir y morir por nosotros y por nuestra 
salvación. No es un dios de muerte, sino es el 
Dios de la vida.

El imperio azteca cayó rápidamente y con él 
sus sangrientos sacrificios humanos. Nuestra 
Señora de Guadalupe, la patrona del movi-
miento pro vida, da testimonio del Evangelio de 
la Vida. Su imagen afirma la dignidad de cada 
persona desde el momento de su concepción.

Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe también es 
justamente llamada la “Estrella de la Nueva 
Evangelización”. Incluso mientras lideró el 
camino en la primera evangelización del conti-
nente americano hace casi 500 años, hoy pedi-
mos su ayuda para enfrentar tantos desafíos a 
la santidad de la vida y la dignidad humana.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe y 
el Evangelio de la Vida

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

El arzobispo Coakley y el abad Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., rezan 
el 14 de septiembre en el santuario al aire libre de Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe en la Abadía de San Gregorio en Shawnee para el 
Día Nacional de Recuerdo de Niños Abortados. Foto Br. George 
Hubl.

Obispos centroamericanos y mexicanos piden más 
ayuda para migrantes

CIUDAD DE MÉXICO – Los obis-
pos de Centroamérica y el sur de 
México les pidieron a los católicos 
mejor acompañamiento a mi-
grantes que se dirigen al norte, en 
un momento en el cual las leyes 
de inmigración se han aplicado 
vigorosamente por el gobierno de 
México.

“Como pastores de nuestro 
pueblo, los obispos estamos cerca-
nos a los hermanos que sufren y 
constatamos el sufrimiento de los 
migrantes, los riesgos y peligros 
a los que se enfrentan al dejar la 
seguridad de hogar, la desunifi-
cación familiar, sobre todo cuando 
los niños son separados de sus 
padres”, dijeron los obispos.

Emitieron el comunicado 
después de una reunión del 9 al 
11 de septiembre entre líderes de 
la iglesia de Centroamérica y el 
sur de México en la ciudad mexi-
cana de Tapachula.

Los obispos también le pidieron 
a la gente que “venzan los miedos 
que pueda generar la migración, 
porque se trata de nuestros her-
manos” e instaron a las personas 
trabajar “de manera conjunta y 
organizada para generar políticas 
migratorias justas que promue-
van el verdadero sentido de una 
migración organizada”.

El comunicado se emitió en un 
momento en el cual el gobierno 
mexicano – cediendo a la presión 
de Estados Unidos – intensifica la 

Foto CNS.continúa en la página 13

Por David Agren 
Catholic News Service 

aplicación de las leyes migra-
torias a lo largo de sus fron-
teras norte y sur para detener 
el flujo de inmigrantes que 
viajan a través del país.

En Estados Unidos, mientras 
tanto, una decisión de la Corte 
Suprema el 11 de septiembre 
autorizó al gobierno de Estados 
Unidos que implemente plena-
mente la política de negarle asilo 
a cualquiera que viaje a través 
de otro país en su ruta a Esta-
dos Unidos sin antes pedir asilo 
en ese país. La regulación entra 
en efecto mientras la política 
gubernamental está siendo ape-
lada en el sistema judicial.

El canciller mexicano Marce-
lo Ebrard dijo a inicios de este 
mes que México había frena-
do el flujo de migrantes en un 
56 por ciento desde inicios de 
junio, cuando México hizo un 
acuerdo con Estados Unidos 
para incrementar la aplicación 
de las leyes de migración para 
evitar que el presidente Donald 
Trump aplique aranceles a las 
exportaciones mexicanas. Méx-
ico también ha venido aceptan-
do el retorno de los solicitantes 
de asilo, quienes deben esperar 
en México hasta que sus casos 
sean escuchados en cortes de 
Estados Unidos, un plan cono-
cido como Protocolos de Protec-
ción a Migrantes.

“La tendencia es irreversible. 
Es algo que pensamos que va 
a ser permanente”, dijo Ebrard 
el 10 de septiembre en Wash-
ington después de una reunión 
con funcionarios de Estados 
Unidos.

Según un comunicado del 10 
de septiembre de la oficina del 
vicepresidente Mike Pence, los 
dos países “acordaron imple-
mentar los Protocolos de Pro-
tección a Migrantes al máximo 
grado posible”.

El comunicado agregó: “Los 
líderes coincidieron en que 
si bien ha habido progreso, 
hay más trabajo por hacer a 
fin de reducir más el flujo de 
migrantes ilegales a Estados 
Unidos”.

El gobierno estadounidense 
ha estado presionando a los 
países al sur de la frontera 
entre México y Estados Unidos 
para que impidan el paso de 
los migrantes --muchos de los 
cuales vienen de países cen-
troamericanos, pero también de 
países del Caribe como Cuba 
y Haití e incluso tan distantes 
como África y Asia.

Una de las maneras de redu-
cir el flujo migratorio es nego-
ciando los llamados acuerdos 
del tercer país seguro --algo que 
México rechaza, incluso cuan-
do ha acordado los Protocolos 
de Protección a Migrantes, lo 
cual obliga a los solicitantes de 

asilo a luchar por sobrevivir en 
ciudades con altos niveles de 
violencia en la frontera norte de 
México.

Si un país firma un acuer-
do de tercer país seguro con 
Estados Unidos --como ocurrió 
con Guatemala-- los migrantes 
que pasan por allí no serían 
elegibles para solicitar asilo en 
Estados Unidos.

En el caso de Guatemala, los 
inmigrantes que ingresan al 
país tendrían que solicitar asilo 
allí, incluso aunque el empo-
brecido país no está en posición 
de acoger una ola migratoria.

“Los otros países no tienen 
sistemas de asilo establecidos 
al mismo nivel que Estados 
Unidos para ser capaces de 
hacer esto”, dijo Rick Jones, 
asesor de inmigración para 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 
en El Salvador.

“En este momento, ellos tienen 
problemas para proteger a su 
propio pueblo debido a los nive-
les de inseguridad, lo que deja 
a Guatemala sola recibiendo a 
salvadoreños y hondureños. Van 
a estar sobrecargados”.

La agencia mexicana para 
solicitudes de asilo afirma que 
ha recibido más de 48,000 
solicitudes en los primeros ocho 
meses del 2019, un incremen-
to de más del 200 por ciento 
de las que se recibieron el año 
anterior.

Los 27 libros del Nuevo Testamento no son 
realmente todos libros. Veintiuno de los 27 
en el Nuevo Testamento son cartas con San 
Pablo escribiendo más de la mitad de ellas. San 
Pablo originalmente era conocido como Saulo 

de Tarso, un judío devoto. 
Un hombre apasionado 
y difícil cuyos escritos, 
después del histórico 
encuentro con Jesús en el 
camino a Damasco, refle-
jan esos mismos rasgos.

La Segunda Carta de 
Pedro menciona esto en el 
cap. 3 versículos 15-16: 
“…Consideren que la pa-

ciencia de nuestro Señor es para nuestra sal-
vación, como lo escribió nuestro querido her-
mano Pablo con la sabiduría que le fue dada, e 
insiste sobre esto en todas sus cartas. Hay en 
ellas algunos puntos difíciles de entender, que 
los ignorantes y poco firmes en la fe interpre-
tan torcidamente para su propio daño, como 
hacen también con las demás Escrituras.”.

Dios ha llamado a este hombre imperfecto 
para que sea el misionero de los gentiles, un 
teólogo y el receptor de la inspiración divina 
que se convierte en el instrumento de Dios al 
escribir estas diversas cartas, pero quiero en-
fatizar una idea, no es fácil leer a Pablo. Adapta 
su mensaje a sus diversos públicos, mientras 
que al mismo tiempo se puede ver cómo va 
desarrollándose su propia comprensión de ver-
dades profundas. Es por eso que sus escritos 
deben considerarse como un todo con el resto 
del Nuevo Testamento.

La Carta a los Romanos, aunque no es la 
primera carta de Pablo, es su carta más larga y 
profunda.

Esta carta es su oportunidad para profun-
dizar y continuar desarrollando los temas de 
los que habló en su Carta a los Gálatas. Él les 
está hablando a los cristianos en Roma, una 
tarea que no es fácil. Roma tenía varios grupos 
de cristianos y no todos se llevaban bien entre 
sí. Primero, tienes a los cristianos que se con-
virtieron del judaísmo. Provienen de la cultura 
de las fiestas judías, festivales religiosos y días 
santos. Conocían el Antiguo Testamento y la 
vida cultual de la sinagoga. Crecieron esperan-
do y orando por el mesías prometido y cuando 
el evangelio llegó a Roma, muchos recibieron al 
Señor en sus vidas.

Segundo, tenemos a los gentiles, el gru-
po más grande de cristianos en Roma. Estos 
cristianos, sin antecedentes judíos, son los 
ciudadanos de Roma con los que Pablo quería 
hacer contacto personal, también dieron la 
bienvenida al Señor en sus vidas. Romanos 1, 
13 dice claramente: “No quiero que no se den 
cuenta, hermanos, de que a menudo plane-
aba venir a ustedes, aunque hasta ahora me 
impedían que pudiera cosechar algo de fruta 
entre ustedes, como entre el resto”. de los gen-
tiles “.

Pablo se dirige a ambos grupos que residen 
en Roma y cada grupo también tiene necesi-
dades únicas. Pablo aborda estas necesidades 
y camina por una delgada línea entre ellas. Él 
les da la bienvenida a los gentiles mientras les 
recuerda que la salvación, que es para todos, 
vino primero a los judíos. Al hacerlo, podemos 

ver cómo 
el Espíritu 
Santo está 
hablando y 
trabajando 
a través 
de él. Es 
un gran 
ejemplo de 
cómo evangelizar diferentes grupos culturales y 
reunirlos como una sola familia en Cristo.

Scott Hahn, en su innovador comentario 
a los Romanos (parte de la serie Comentario 
Católico sobre la Sagrada Escritura), desglosa 
los temas claves en Romanos de la siguiente 
manera: “La teología de los romanos puede 
resumirse en cuatro encabezados: (1) la justicia 
de Dios como la base de la salvación, (2) los 
beneficios de la salvación para la humanidad, 
(3) la salvación de Israel en particular, y (4) las 
responsabilidades que la salvación le impone a 
la comunidad cristiana “.

Te invito a hacer un poco de Lectio Divi-
na con Romanos. Elija algunos versos de los 
capítulos del 5 al 11. Aquí están los dos prim-
eros versículos del capítulo 5: “Por la fe, pues, 
hemos sido “hechos justos” y estamos en paz 
con Dios por medio de Jesucristo, nuestro 
Señor. Por él hemos tenido acceso a este estado 
de gracia e incluso hacemos alarde de esperar 
la misma Gloria de Dios.”

Gracias, Señor, por tu regalo de la Carta a los 
Romanos. Amén.

September 22, 2019  13Sooner Catholic

¡La Carta de San Pablo a los Romanos 
es profunda!

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariado de 
Evangelización y 

Catequesis

continuado de la página 12 Pre-Cana
Próximo clase de Pre-Cana, en 

español, está programado para el 5 
de octubre, 2019. Este programa se 
realiza en el Centro Pastoral, 7501 
Northwest Expressway en Oklahoma 
City. Inscripción empieza a las 8:30 
a.m. y la clase de 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Si 
están interesados o necesitan más 
información, favor de llamar a Lisa 
Carrasco (405) 709-2709. El costo de 
este programa es 40.00 por pareja. 
El almuerzo esta incluido. Esta clase 
también sirve como un entrenamiento 
para trabajar en tu parroquia como 
‘padrinos” de matrimonio. (ULTIMA 
DIA PARA REGISTRAR ES JUEVES, 
EL 3 de octubre, 2019) 

Misa de Aniversario
El Arzobispo Pablo Coakley invita 

a las parejas casadas que estén 
celebrando su aniversario especial 
de (25, 40, 50+) del presente año 
2019 para que participen en la Misa 
Especial de Aniversario el domingo 
20 de Octubre de 2019, iniciando a 
las 3 p.m. en la parroquia de Cristo 
Rey (Christ the King), 8005 Dorset 
Dr. en Oklahoma City. Después 
de la Misa habrá una recepción. 
Es muy importante que si usted 
desea asistir por favor contacte a la 
Oficina de Ministerio Matrimonial 
y Vida Familiar al (405) 721-5651, 
Ext. 109, (405) 721-8944. El Arzo-
bispo le impartirá su bendición y 
la comunidad local se alegra en su 
ejemplo y compromiso al Sacramen-
to de Matrimonio.
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Briefs

The Fall Radiothon is from 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Nov. 5-6. We 
want you to participate! Lis-
ten to the live interviews with 
Archbishop Coakley and Bishop 
David Konderla from the Dio-
cese of Tulsa. Hear the stories 
recounted by priests and pa-
rishioners throughout Oklaho-
ma that will resonate with you 
and your faith.

Oklahoma Catholic Radio is 
a modest, small operation in 
the world of non-profits. While 
we receive tremendous support 
from Archbishop Coakley, the 
chancery staff and from people 
like you across Oklahoma, we 
rely heavily on the gifts from the 
annual benefit luncheon and 
the bi-annual radiothons. 

These events have been 
instrumental in achieving the 
vision to bring the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to all of Oklahoma 
with 14 stations, including two 
in Spanish!

It is humbling to realize that 
many loyal Oklahoma Catholic 
Radio contributors sacrifice to 
give to Catholic Radio. Board 
members Fred Pope and Deacon 
Larry Sousa describe these sup-
porters as “radio-active.” And, 
they are! During the radiothon 

live broadcasts, volunteers typ-
ically take calls from listeners, 
pledging one-time and monthly 
gifts. When EWTN provided the 
means for a matching grant 
challenge for a past radiothon, 
our supporters were passion-
ate in their responses. They 
donated and issued challenges 
to their friends to call in and 
match donations. The monthly 
contributors called to renew 
their pledges. Many of them 
gave an extra gift or increased 
their monthly pledge amount. 
We are so grateful.

During the Spring Radiothon, 
a driver passing through Okla-
homa City, tuned into Okla-
homa Catholic Radio. He was 
not Catholic, but he found the 
message of evangelization so 
compelling that he called our 
number and gave a gift.

During this year’s Fall Radio-
thon, call and let us know how 
Catholic Radio is making a dif-
ference in your life. The number 
to call during the radiothon is 
(833) 652-7234. Your generos-
ity builds up the entire OKCR 
community.

With that in mind, OKCR is 
planning to introduce some new 
parish participation with the 
Fall Radiothon. Throughout Oc-
tober, check social media and 
listen to OKCR for details. This 
is something you won’t want to 
miss!

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Dementia and caregiving
The Gospel of Life Disciples pres-

ent a program on dementia and 
caregiving by Lyle Henry 1 p.m. – 
2:30 p.m. Sept. 20 at the St. John 
Paul II Dwelling, 4113 S. Eastern 
Ave., Moore.  Alzheimer’s disease 
also will be discussed. Contact 
Sr. Maria at srmariaofthetrinity@
gmail.com, (405) 778-1107. 

Norman 40 Days for Life rally
The Norman chapter of 40 Days 

for Life will have a kick-off rally at 
6:30 p.m. Sept. 22 at All Saints 
Catholic School gymnasium, 4001 
36 Ave. N.W., Norman. Contact 
Connie Lang at (405) 249-1041, 
jlang9@cox.net. 

Financial Peace University class
A Financial Peace University 

class will be at 4 p.m. on Sunday 
afternoons in Marian Hall at St. 
John Nepomuk in Yukon, starting 
Sept. 22. Childcare provided. Reg-
ister at daveramsey.com.

OKC 40 Days for Life
From Sept. 25 to Nov. 3, every-

one is invited to join 40 Days for 
Life – 40 days of prayer and fasting 
for an end to abortion. Everyone 
is also invited to stand and peace-
fully pray during a 40-day vigil in 
the public right-of-way outside an 
abortion facility, 1240 S.W. 44, 
Oklahoma City. To volunteer, con-
tact Erika Martinez at (405) 615-
7642, 40days4life.okc@gmail.com.

Celebration of the Transitus of 
St. Francis

Join the Franciscan Sisters 
and Brothers of the St. Francis of 
Assisi Fraternity of OKC 6 p.m. 
– 7 p.m. Oct. 3 at the St. Eugene 
chapel, 2400 W. Hefner Rd., Okla-
homa City, for the celebration of 
the Transitus of St. Francis. The 
800-year-old Franciscan ritual 
celebrates the passing of the soul 
of St. Francis through death to 
eternal life; it consists of the story 
of the last earthly days of this 
saint intermingled with Bible read-
ings, prayers and meditation. This 
celebration is linked to the Paschal 
Mystery.

Celebrate St. Francis of Assisi
Join the Gospel of Life Disci-

ples in celebrating the Feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi at a Mass with 
Archbishop Coakley at 7 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 4, followed by the 
movie “Saint Francis: Troubadour 
of God’s Peace” 8 p.m. – 9 p.m. in 
the Bl. Stanley Rother Barn at the 
St. John Paul II Dwelling, 4113 S. 
Eastern Ave., Moore. There will be 
a holy hour with praise and wor-
ship followed by all night silent 
adoration and 10 a.m. Mass Satur-
day followed by rosary and confes-
sions. Open house, refreshments. 

Halloween Carnival
The St. Charles Borromeo Cath-

olic School Halloween Carnival is 
6 p.m. – 9 p.m. Oct. 25 at 5000 
N. Grove Ave. in Warr Acres. Free 
admission. Tickets for games/food 

is four for $1. Adult Bingo, games, 
haunted house, pumpkin patch, 
cakewalk, inflatables and more.

School of Lectio Divina
St. Joseph Monastery’s School 

of Lectio Divina session is Sept. 
25-28. Trained instructors lead a 
session on the practice of prayer 
taught by the early Church fathers 
and facilitate the incorporation of 
that deep prayer into one’s daily 
life. Contact Sr. Barbara at (918) 
746-4209 or lectio@stjosephmonas-
tery.org. Limited number of over-
night accommodations. Visit www.
stjosephmonastery.org/retreats. 

Coffee with Principal DeNegri
Coffee with the Principal, for 

prospective families at Mount St. 
Mary Catholic High School, will 
be Sept. 26. Light breakfast and 
coffee. Principal DeNegri will share 
her vision for the high school. 
Question and answer session fol-
lowing. Contact MSM Admissions 
Director Diane Wilson at dwilson@
mountstmary.org, (405) 631-8865. 

Garden Party Luncheon
Willow Pregnancy Support 5th 

annual Garden Party Luncheon 
is at 11:30 a.m. Sept. 26 at Coles 
Garden, 1415 N.E. 63, Oklahoma 
City. The luncheon benefits Rose 
Home, a shelter for pregnant wom-
en and their young children. Hats 
and fascinators are encouraged. 
Visit willowpregnancy.org or call 
Carrie at (405) 606-8426.

Padre Pio relics – Sept. 27
Several relics of St. Pio of Pi-

etrelcina will be available for ven-
eration 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sept. 27 at 
Christ the King, 8005 Dorset Dr. 
in Oklahoma City. 

Oktoberfest
Holy Spirit, 1100 N. Sara Rd. 

in Mustang, will host its annual 
Oktoberfest and auction at 6 p.m. 
Sept. 28. Reservations $40. Enjoy 
authentic German food, beer and 
wine at this adults-only event. En-
tertainment includes games with 
prizes, live music by Masopust 
Polka Band, and a live and silent 
auction. All proceeds support con-
struction of the new parish. Tick-
ets at www.holyspiritmustang.org.

Blue Mass for first responders 
A Blue Mass for police, fire, EMS 

and other first responders will be 5 
p.m. Sept. 29 at St. Eugene, 2400 
W. Hefner Rd. in Oklahoma City. 

White Mass for medical 
professionals 

A White Mass for doctors, nurs-
es, allied health and other medical 
professionals will be 6 p.m. Oct. 
1 at Christ the King, 8005 Dorset 
Dr. in Oklahoma City.

Creighton FertilityCare 
Introductory class

Learn how to plan pregnancy or 
address reproductive health issues 
naturally with the Creighton Model 
FertilityCare System. Classes for 

engaged or married couples or 
single women at 7 p.m. Oct. 14 at 
St. John in Edmond, and 7 p.m. 
Sept. 30; Oct. 28; Nov. 18 and 
Dec. 16 at St. Monica in Edmond. 
Childcare is available with advance 
reservations. Contact Christine 
Littell FCPI at clittell@stjohn-cath-
olic.org, (405) 348-0480, Ext. 331.

Day of Reflection
A Day of Reflection “Reading and 

Praying the Bible” with Fr. Charles 
Buckley, O.S.B., will be 8:30 a.m. 
– 3 p.m. Oct. 19 at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey in Shawnee. Early bird dis-
count is $30 (pre-payment seven 
days prior) or $35 at the door, 
includes lunch. Contact (405) 878-
5656, retreats@monksok.org.

Anniversary Mass
Archbishop Coakley invites mar-

ried couples celebrating a special 
anniversary (25, 40, 50+) in 2019 
to participate in the Anniversary 
Mass at 3 p.m. Oct. 20 at Christ 
the King, 8005 Dorset Dr. in Okla-
homa City. A reception will follow. 
Participants must contact the Of-
fice of Marriage and Family Life at 
(405) 721-5651, Ext. 109, or (405) 
721-8944.

Red Mass for legal professionals
A Red Mass for legal profession-

als will be 6 p.m. Oct. 24 at St. 
Francis of Assisi, 1901 N.W. 18 in 
Oklahoma City.

MSM football homecoming, 
alumni night

Alumni of Mount St. Mary Cath-
olic High School are invited to join 
the 2019 football homecoming 
beginning at 6 p.m. Oct. 25 for 
dinner and giveaways. Contact 
Diane Wilson at (405) 631-8865, 
dwilson@mountstmary.org.

Magic at The Mount 
Magic at The Mount auction is 

5:15 p.m. Oct. 26 at Mount St. 
Mary Catholic High School. The 
evening includes a live, silent and 
dessert auction. Tickets at www.
mountstmary.org. To sponsor a 
table, contact Tonya Avery at tav-
eryt@mountstmary.org. 

MSM open house
Families who want to learn more 

about Mount St. Mary Catholic 
High School can visit 1 p.m. - 3 
p.m. Nov. 10. Contact Diane Wil-
son at (405) 631-8865 or dwilson@
mountstmary.org.
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September

Monthly Novena to the In-
fant Jesus. Nine days of 
novenas to the Infant Jesus 
of Prague. During the nine 
days, the novena prayers will 
be: Monday-Friday following 
Noon Mass, Saturday follow-
ing 5 p.m. Mass, and Sunday 
following 11 a.m. Mass.

Financial Peace Universi-
ty class, 4 p.m. on Sunday 
afternoons in Marian Hall at 
St. John Nepomuk, Yukon. 
Childcare provided. Register 
at daveramsey.com.

Norman chapter of 40 Days 
for Life kick-off rally, 6:30 
p.m. at All Saints Catholic 
School gymnasium, 4001 36 
Ave. N.W., Norman. Contact 
Connie Lang at (405) 249-
1041, jlang9@cox.net.

Feast of St. Pius of 
Pietrelcina.

St. Joseph Monastery’s 
School of Lectio Divina Sept. 
25-28. Contact Sr. Barbara 
at (918) 746-4209, lectio@
stjosephmonastery.org. 

Feast of St. Cosmas and 
Damian.

Coffee with Mount St. Mary 

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.
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Principal Mrs. DeNegri for 
prospective MSM families. 
Contact Diane Wilson at (405) 
631-8865, dwilson@mountst-
mary.org.

Willow Pregnancy Support 
Garden Party Luncheon, 
11:30 a.m. at Coles Garden, 
1415 N.E. 63, Oklahoma City. 

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
toral Center. Contact Elaine 
at (405) 358-3610, ccrpray-
ers@gmail.com.

Feast of St. Vincent de Paul.

Relics of St. Pio of Pietrelci-
na available for veneration 9 
a.m. - 6 p.m., Christ the King, 
8005 Dorset Dr., Oklahoma 
City.

Feast of St. Lawrence Ruiz 
and Companions.

Feast of St. Wenceslaus.

Oktoberfest and auction, 6 
p.m. at Holy Spirit, 1100 N. 
Sara Rd., Mustang. Tickets 
www.holyspiritmustang.org.

Blue Mass for first respond-
ers (police, fire, EMS, etc.), 5 
p.m. at St. Eugene, 2400 W. 
Hefner Rd., Oklahoma City.

Feast of St. Jerome.

October

Feast of St. Therese of the 
Child Jesus.

White Mass for medical pro-
fessionals (doctors, nurses, 
allied health, etc.), 6 p.m. at 
Christ the King, 8005 Dorset 
Dr., Oklahoma City.

Feast of the Holy Guardian 
Angels.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
toral Center. Contact Elaine, 
(405) 358-3610, ccrprayers@
gmail.com.

Celebration of the Transitus 
of St. Francis, 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
Oct. 3, St. Eugene chapel, 
2400 W. Hefner Rd., Okla-
homa City, with Franciscan 
sisters and brothers of the St. 
Francis of Assisi Fraternity of 
OKC.

Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Gospel of Life Disciples Mass 
celebrating the Feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi with Arch-
bishop Coakley at 7 p.m. 
followed by the movie “Saint 
Francis: Troubadour of God’s 
Peace” 8 p.m. – 9 p.m. in the 

Bl. Stanley Rother Barn at 
the St. John Paul II Dwelling, 
4113 S. Eastern Ave., Moore. 

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center. Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
reconciliation prior to 7 p.m. 
Mass. Call (405) 721-8944, 
(405) 528-6252.

Feast of St. Blessed Francis 
Xavier Seelos.

The Lay Missionaries of Chari-
ty, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meet-
ing at St. Ann Retirement 
Center, OKC. Mass 9:30 a.m. 
in the St. Joachim Chap-
el; meeting 10 a.m. - Noon. 
Contact Toni Harrelson, (405) 
341-2199, (405) 694-1292.
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White Mass
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October 1, 2019 
6 P.M.
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8 0 0 5  D O R S E T  D R .    O K C 

R S V P  T O  R S V P @ A R C H O KC .O R G  O R 

C A L L  ( 4 0 5 )  7 0 9 - 2 7 4 5



Stanley’s life and martyrdom, a representative from 
Boldt accompanied me to Guatemala this summer to 
walk where Blessed Stanley walked and to meet the 
people he loved and served. I am excited to include 
them in this celebration.”      

Representing Boldt at Friday’s signing were Tony 
Yanda, director of operations, Chris Holmes, pre-
construction manager, and Tina Fairless, marketing 
manager.

“Boldt is humbled and blessed to be a part of 
something so sacred and inspirational that will hon-
or Blessed Stanley and 
those he served. We look 
forward to our partner-
ship with the archdiocese 
to ensure the shrine is 
built with excellence,” 
Yanda said. 

The shrine is being 
built to honor Blessed 
Stanley Rother, the first 
martyr from the United 
States and the first U.S.-
born priest ever beatified by the Catholic Church. It 
will be a place of pilgrimage where the faithful will 
come to honor Blessed Stanley at his final resting 
place. 

The $40 million shrine is the signature element of 
the first-ever capital campaign for the archdiocese, 
“One Church, Many Disciples.” The site will include 
a 2,000-seat church, a chapel where Blessed Stanley 
will be buried, an education building, an event space 
and several areas designated for shrines and devo-
tion. The site will be developed over time. 

Along with the Spanish colonial-style church – 
which will be the largest Catholic Church in Okla-
homa – an additional element will be a museum and 
pilgrim center, which will be an additional $5 million. 
The center will welcome thousands of visitors each 
year to an experience that leads them through the 
life, witness and martyrdom of Blessed Stanley.

The church will host many large diocesan events 
and will help accommodate the growing Hispanic 
population whose parishes are significantly over-
crowded. 

The design architect for the project is Franck & 
Lohsen Architects in Washington D.C. They are 

supported by local architec-
tural firm ADG. The gener-
al contractor is The Boldt 
Company with Cooper Proj-
ect Advisors serving as the 
owner’s representative.  

The groundbreaking 
event will be 3 p.m. to 5 
p.m. at the future site of 
the shrine. The event will 
include kid and family ac-
tivities and is free and open 

to the public. Tickets are not required.
To sign up for updates on the shrine, view a vid-

eo tour or to give a gift to the Catholic Foundation 
of Oklahoma’s Blessed Stanley Rother Endowment 
Fund, go online to archokc.org/shrine or call (405) 
709-2745. 

Media members wanting to cover the groundbreak-
ing, must go online to archokc.org/mediacredentials 
to sign up. For further questions, contact Diane Clay 
at dclay@archokc.org. 

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner Catholic.
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Archdiocese selects The Boldt Company 
for Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine

continued from page 1

Rother shrine 
groundbreaking – Nov. 3

The groundbreaking for the 
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine will 
be 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 3, at the site of the fu-
ture shrine, S.E. 89 between 
Shields Boulevard and Inter-
state 35 in Oklahoma City. 
The groundbreaking is open 
to the public. Tickets are not 
required. RSVP helps with 
visitor count: rsvp@archokc.
org. To learn more, go online 
to archokc.org/shrine.

Free Rother museum tour 
The Heritage Gallery at the 

Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Express-
way, presents “The Shepherd 
Cannot Run: A Retrospective 
on the Life of Bl. Stanley 
Rother.” The free exhibit is 
open 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. Special tours 
arranged by calling (405) 
721-5651, Ext. 141.

Celebrate second Beatifica-
tion anniversary with DVD

The DVD set of the Beati-
fication Mass of Bl. Stanley 
Rother and the official Em-
my-nominated documentary, 
“An Ordinary Martyr,” are 
available at the Bl. Stanley 
Rother Book Store, 7501 
Northwest Expressway. Or 
call (405) 721-5651, Ext. 
114.


