
The American Indian 
Catholic Outreach Office 
for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City named 

its inaugural princess during the 
archdiocese’s first-ever Saint Kat-
eri Tekakwitha Honor Dance on 
July 6 at Saint John Nepomuk in 
Yukon. 

Arlene Linda Jimenez Schon-
chin, 10, will serve as AICO Prin-
cess until July. During that time, 

she will travel the state 
to talk about her Cath-
olic faith and American 
Indian culture. Her 
appearances include 
powwows, archdiocesan 
events and classroom 
visits.

Schonchin is an active 
altar server at Blessed 
Sacrament in Lawton 
and regularly attends 
the Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas (Saint 
Jude Chapter).

She is an enrolled 
member of the Coman-
che Nation and is from 
the Klamath, Modoc and 
Piute tribes. She is a 
direct descendant of Co-
manche Chief Wildhorse 
and Chief Whitewolf 
(Esa Rosa), and Modoc 
leader Schonchin John. 

Her parents are Lynn 
and Jolene Schonchin. 
Her maternal grand-
parents are Joe and 
Arlene Jimenez and paternal 
grandparents are Lynn and Lin-
da Schonchin. Her mother Jolene 
was the 1988 Comanche Princess 
and maternal grandmother Arlene 
Wockmetooah Jimenez was the 
1945 Comanche Princess. Her pa-
ternal grandmother Linda Lotches 

Schonchin was the 1960 Klamath 
Princess. 

“Arlene is a faithful parishioner 
with her family at Blessed Sac-
rament in Lawton,” said Father 
Brian Buettner, pastor at Blessed 
Sacrament. “She has great pride 
in her Native American roots and 
actively shares her knowledge with 

her community through dancing 
and singing. I am proud of her 
and am excited to see how she will 
continue to evangelize the truth of 
Jesus Christ through her tribe and 
the wider community.”

Schonchin has been dancing 
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Go Make Disciples

Little girl from famous Rother photo returns

New AICO Princess travels, spreads Gospel in archdiocese

continued on page 9

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

continued on page 16

Archbishop Coakley congratulates Arlene Schonchin on becoming the first princess for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City’s American Indian Catholic Outreach. Schonchin was joined 
by her parents, Jolene and Lynn, and she introduced herself in Comanche and English. 
Photo Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic. 

Bl. Stanley Rother and Elena Petzey. Photo Frankie 
Williams. 

SANTIAGO ATITLAN – A few 
months before Blessed Stanley 
Rother was murdered in Gua-
temala, an iconic photograph of 
him holding the hand of a young 
girl was captured outside of his 
parish in Santiago Atitlan.

On July 28 – 38 years after 
that photograph was taken – the 
little girl, now 52, returned to 
Saint James the Apostle Catholic 
Church in the mountain town of 
Santiago Atitlan to celebrate the 
second feast day of Blessed Stan-
ley Rother and to meet Archbish-
op Paul Coakley.

“To meet her after all of these 
years was such a beautiful expe-
rience. I’m not sure she knows 
how famous that image has 
become,” Archbishop Coakley 
said. “She and her mother were 
delightful, and humbled just to 

Archbishop Coakley and Elena Petzey. Photo Diane Clay/ 
Sooner Catholic
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a Catholic young adults 
of OKC is open to all young 
adults (ages 18-39, married 
or single) in the archdiocese. 
Visit Facebook page Catho-
lic Young Adults of OKC for 
events and information or 
e-mail info@catholicyoun-
gadultsokc.com.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

On Sunday, July 28, the feast of Blessed Stanley 
Rother, I took my seat with others in the plaza in 
front of the church of Saint James the Apostle in 
Santiago Atitlan (Guatemala). We were there to hear 
a concert. The concert performers were the children 
of the Colegio Catolico Padre Apla’s who wanted to 
express their gratitude to our group of Oklahoma pil-
grims for the financial support the archdiocese offers 
to their school, which is such an integral part of the 
parish and community. 

Though we no longer send priests to Guatemala, 
we continue to provide material assistance each year. 
The Church in Oklahoma always will share a pre-
cious bond with the Church in Santiago Atitlan due 
to our shared history with the mission there.

We listened as beautiful children, some in colorful 
traditional dress and 
others in their new 
band uniforms, per-
formed with acoustical 
instruments, brass and 
drums in a variety of 
styles. The choirs per-
formed songs honoring 
Blessed Stanley, “Padre 
Apla’s.” This day mark-
ing the feast of Blessed 
Stanley was a day of 
tangible joy and color-
ful celebration. 

As we gathered in 
the plaza following the 
beautiful feast day 
Mass, the sun was 
shining, and we were 
enjoying a pleasant 
75-degree sunny after-
noon along the beauti-
ful shores of the vol-
canic Lake Atitlan. For 
me, it was one of those 
idyllic days that invited 
reflection. What struck 
me that afternoon was 
the contrast between 
then and now. 

Thirty-eight years 
ago, at that very hour, 
the same plaza was a 
place of unspeakable 
anguish and grief as 
the people gathered 
upon hearing the 
heart-rending news 
that their beloved pas-
tor, Padre Apla’s, had 
been killed during the night by unknown assailants 
in the rectory. 

Today, the room where he was martyred has been 
transformed into a beautiful chapel that retains evi-
dence of the violent act that once occurred there. The 
bullet hole in the floor and the blood stains on the 
wall stand in stark contrast to the ever-present flow-
ers and artifacts that celebrate the life and holiness 
of the shepherd who didn’t run for safety but chose to 
remain with his flock to the very end. 

Inside the parish 
church in front of the 
altar where the Body 
and Blood of Christ are 
made present at every 
Mass is a relic of the 
still liquid blood that 
Blessed Stanley shed 
that day, 38 years ago. 
The blood of martyrs is 
the seed of Christians, as 
Tertullian wrote in the 3rd century. The truth of that 
statement is verified in the vitality of the parish of 
Saint James the Apostle today. 

Still, despite appearances to the contrary, all is 
not idyllic in Santiago Atitlan. Though the civil war 

has long since 
ended, poverty, 
drug trafficking 
and gang vio-
lence through-
out Guatemala 
continue to afflict 
thousands of the 
poor, mostly in-
digenous, people 
of this beautiful 
land and nation. 
These are the 
people who are 
driven by fear 
and concern for 
the safety of their 
families to under-
take the treacher-
ous trek north. 

Like the civil 
war in Guatema-
la many years 
ago, the current 
flow of migrants 
from Guatemala 
and other Cen-
tral American 
countries today is 
part of a massive 
humanitarian 
crisis. We can 
and must do bet-
ter than we are 
doing to address 
the causes of this 
heartbreaking 
migration and re-
lieve the suffering 

of those who are gathering and being detained at our 
southern border.  

These are our brothers and sisters. We all can begin 
by examining our own attitudes and the rhetoric we 
use in discussing this crisis. We must begin with an 
acknowledgement of our shared humanity and the 
dignity of these persons who want the same things in 
life as we all do. The more things change, the more 
they stay the same. 

Blessed Stanley Rother, pray for us.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

A study in contrasts: then and now

A Prayer for Our Teachers 

Dear God, thank you for 
the amazing teachers

Who have given their lives 
to serve our children.
As they prepare for the 
new year, fill them with 

strength to lead, grace to 
guide and hope to thrive in 

their classroom.
Bless them beyond 
measure for their 

willingness to pour into the 
next generation 

through education.
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Aug. 14 – Catholic Relief Services Governance and Nominations Committee teleconference, 1 p.m.
Aug. 18 – Mass and dedication of new parish hall and chapel, 10:30 a.m., Sts. Peter and Paul, Kingfisher
Aug. 20 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC
Aug. 20 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Aug. 20 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee, 2 p.m., CPC
Aug. 22 – Catholic Charities annual meeting and Mass, 9 a.m., Church of the Epiphany of the Lord, OKC
Aug. 23 – Tax Credit Scholarship Board meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC
Aug. 24 – Mass for 40th Anniversary of Cursillo in Oklahoma, 11 a.m., St. Joseph, Norman
Aug. 25 – Mass and dinner with UCO Students, 5:30 p.m., St. John the Baptist, Edmond

Archbishop Coakley blesses a young girl after Mass in Cerro de Oro, 
Guatemala. Photo Sooner Catholic. On the feast day of 

Blessed Stanley Roth-
er at his home par-
ish of Holy Trinity in 

Okarche, a new painting of the 
martyred priest baptizing a child 
was unveiled. Half a world away, 
in Santiago Atitlan, Guatemala, a 
print of the artwork was presented 
to the people he loved and served 
until his death.

The two men responsible for 
the project are Joe Wittrock and 
Chuck Schroeder. 

“I saw some of his pencil draw-
ings and I knew he had talent,” 
Wittrock said. “When I heard the 
announcement about the Blessed 
Stanley Rother Shrine, I called 
Chuck and asked if he would 
be interested in doing a piece. I 
thought it would be a nice gift 
from my wife Dannette and me.”

Wittrock called Schroeder. 
“I said ‘I think it’s beyond my 

ability. But, he spoke the words I 
couldn’t resist, ‘Would you try?’ I 
said I would.”

“Joe sent me a lot of material – 
clippings, the book, “The Shepherd 

Cannot Run” – and I started going 
through the material to get a sense 
of this remarkable character,” 
Schroeder said. “I did a number 
of drawings, some studies and I 
kept trying to simplify it and keep 
it within what I perceived were my 
limits. When I came upon the bap-
tismal scene, I was taken by it and 
so I did a few of just Blessed Stan-
ley reaching his hand out, then I 
did two or three with just Blessed 
Stanley, the mother and child.” 

Then, Schroeder’s mentor, Sherri 
McGraw, a nationally recognized 
artist invited him to stay with 
them in New Mexico. She told him 
how important is was for him to 
focus just on this portrait.

So, Schroeder did 39 paintings 
and drawings in two weeks and 
two studies of Blessed Stanley 
before putting it on canvas.

“God called me to take this chap-
ter of my life and dedicate it to art. 
I didn’t understand why until I did 
this painting. I knew God was say-
ing ‘I want you to use this gift to 
demonstrate the power of commu-
nion with me and community with 
each other,’” Schroeder said. 

 While finishing the work, Schro-
eder visited Holy Trinity with 

Wittrock to get some first-hand 
connection and then visited the 
Heritage Gallery at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center. There, they saw 
the image of Blessed Stanley bend-
ing and speaking to area children. 

Wittrock said, “Are you thinking 
what I’m thinking?” 

Schroeder answered, “I’ve got to 
paint that!” And, Wittrock commis-
sioned another painting. 

There will be 18” x 24” canvas 
and high-quality paper prints 
available at Schroederfineart.com. 

Judy Hilovsky is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.
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Rother nephews visit Guatemala Archbishop 
Coakley’s 

statement on 
recent violence 
(Aug. 5, 2019) – Oklahoma is 

far too familiar with the violent 
outcomes of hate. As El Paso, 
Dayton and other communities 
mourn their loss and struggle 
to understand why, each one of 
us must recommit ourselves to 
daily lives of prayer, respect and 
mercy in spite of our differences 
of opinion or religion or politics. 
Our society has reached a new 
level of callous disregard for the 
sacredness of innocent human 
life. We must resist the tempta-
tion to despise one another and 
instead embrace our shared 
inherent dignity. 

-- Most Rev. Paul S. Coakley, 
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

Blessed Stanley Rother painting presented to Holy Trinity

Chuck Schroeder and Joe Wittrock hold a new painting of Bl. Stanley Rother.  
Photo Dana Attocknie/Sooner Catholic.

By Judy Hilovsky 
The Sooner Catholic

SANTIAGO ATITLAN – Among the 50 pilgrims 
joining Archbishop Coakley for a pilgrimage to 
Guatemala for the feast day of Blessed Stanley 
Rother, were Blessed Stanley’s nephews, Ken and 
Matt Rother. They are the sons of Blessed Stanley’s 
brother Jim Rother, who died of Leukemia at age 
36, and Mary Lou McInturff, who also made the 
trip. 

Following Mass in Cerro 
de Oro – a mission 
church at the time 
Blessed Stanley 
served as pastor – 
Matt Rother knelt 
before the Bless-
ed Sacrament and 
stared at the small 
reliquary that con-
tained a vile of the 
liquified blood of his 
uncle. He reached 
into his pocket and 
pulled out a gold 
coin.

The coin had been 
given to him at age 
14 by Blessed Stanley 
during one of his last 
trips home to Oklaho-
ma. Matt Rother held 
on to the coin, which 
became sentimental 
after his uncle’s death, 
and brought it on his 
first trip to Guatemala. 

“The pilgrimage to me 
was very spiritual and enlightening. I finally was 
able to see why Stan was so intent on taking care 
of his people, why his love for them was boundless. 
I know why the last time I saw him when he visited 
us in 1981, he had a 1,000-mile stare. His body was 

with us but his spirit and mind were in Guatemala,” 
Matt Rother said. 

“So much material poverty there, but so much 
spiritual wealth. The pilgrimage Masses at Santiago 

Atitlan and Cerro 
de Oro were some 
of the most beau-
tiful and soul 
stirring I have 
ever witnessed. 
To be in the halls 
he walked, be-
hind the altar he 
celebrated Mass 
from, the kitchen 
he ate in and the 
room where he 
was martyred, 
meant more to 
me than I can 
say. So much 
history I have 
read was now 
made clear to me. 
Blessed Stanley, 
pray for us!”

Matt’s brother 
Ken Rother was 
among several 
members of their 
family to join the 

pilgrimage. During the trip, 
Ken Rother revealed he was 
the first baby baptized by 
Blessed Stanley after he was 
ordained a priest in 1963.

“It was amazing. I felt God’s 
presence there,” Ken Rother 
said. “I thought I would be sad 
about Father Stan, but when 
I met his people, I felt he was 

still living in them. It was very powerful. I already 
told my mom I wanted to go back.”

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner Catholic.

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Bl. Stanley with nephew Ken, 

3 months, during Christmas 

1964. Photo Archdiocese of 

Oklahoma City Archives.

Ken and Matt Rother with 
their mom Mary Lou 
McInturff in Guatemala. 
Photos provided.

Prayer for the Canonization of  
Blessed Stanley Rother 

O God, fount of all holiness, 
make us each walk worthily in 

our vocation, through the 
intercession of your Saints, 

on whom you bestowed
a great variety of graces on earth.
Having graced your Church with 
the life of  your priest and martyr, 

Blessed Stanley Rother, 
grant that by his intercession 
this humble flock may reach 

where the brave shepherd has 
gone. Grant that your Church may 
proclaim him a saint living in your 
presence and interceding for us. 

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.



At the very beginning of his journey to be-
coming a monk at Saint Gregory’s Abbey, 
Brother Peter Shults only could describe 
what he was feeling as a hunger.

He was content, but not at peace. He eventually un-
derstood he was experiencing a hunger for the living 
God.

On July 11, he left behind his old identify as Mat-
thew Shults and took his solemn vows to become a 
lifelong monk as Brother Peter. It was the culmina-
tion of a process that unveiled itself to him over many 
years, yet it marked the beginning of his service to 
God. 

“The only way I 
know how to ex-
plain it is that I fell 
in love with Christ 
and his Church,” 
he said. “He gave 
me the opportunity 
to feel his grace, 
mercy and love, 
and I wanted to be 
where he wanted 
me to be, and no-
where else.”

Brother Peter 
grew up in Del 
City in a Protes-
tant home. During 
his college years, 
he struggled with 
doubt and often 
was vocal about 
his unbelief. One 
day, he was invit-
ed to attend Mass, 

where he couldn’t help but notice the look of peace as 
people received the eucharist. 

“I started going to a parish across town so I didn’t 
have to admit to anybody that I was wrong about 
my unbelief,” he said. “I started reading everything I 
could about Catholicism, began praying and, for the 
first time in several years, I opened up my Bible.”

During his senior year of college, he was confirmed 
in the Catholic Church. He earned an accounting 
degree and began think-
ing about his next steps. 
He decided to enter the 
U.S. Army in 2004. What 
he thought would be a 
couple of years of military 
service turned into 10. 
He served on missions in 
Africa, Europe and the 
United States, earning 
his master’s degree in ac-
counting along the way.

During what would be 
his final duty assign-
ment in Detroit, he began 
praying intently about 
what God would have 
him do. He visited with a 
spiritual director and felt 
the question of a voca-
tion burning in his heart. 
During some time off, he 
decided to attend a voca-
tions retreat at Saint Gregory’s Abbey.

“I deeply wanted some quiet and time away, but af-
ter the retreat, as I was boarding the plane to go back 
to Detroit, I thought, ‘I don’t want to go back.’ I felt a 
peace so deep that it was alarming,” he said.

Brother Peter attended several more retreats, then 

turned in an application to the monastery. After his 
honorable discharge, he entered the abbey as a pos-
tulant on March 3, 2015.

After four months as a postulant, he entered the 
novitiate to take his temporary vows and further ex-
plore becoming a lifelong monk. The time as a novice 
is when the abbot confers a new name to signify a 
new way of life. Brother Peter submitted three names 
for consideration, along with a description of why he 

chose each. The abbot can 
pick one of them, or none 
of them, but Abbot Law-
rence Stasyszen ultimately 
chose Peter. 

“As a relatively young 
man who has had signifi-
cant experiences in life as a 
student, a professional and 
a soldier, he knows in his 
heart that the Lord has the 
words of life,” Abbot Law-
rence said.

Brother Peter’s first 
vocation is to be a monk – 
praying for his community 
and church seven times a 
day. He also continues his 
service as the community’s 
landscaper. But, he also 
felt a call to another voca-
tion – the priesthood – so 
during the academic year, 

he is working toward a master’s degree at Saint Mein-
rad Seminary in Indiana.

“Brother Peter is dedicated to everything he does as 
a means of deepening his relationship with God and 
serving the needs of the community,” Abbot Lawrence 
said.
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Br. Peter Shults makes solemn 
vows at St. Gregory’s Abbey 

By April Wilkerson 
For the Sooner Catholic

Br. Peter responds to the call to 
make profession of Solemn Vows as 
a monk of St. Gregory’s Abbey. 

After his profession of solemn vows, Br. Peter solemnly 
chants three times the prayer “Receive me, O God, as you 
have promised and I shall live; do not disappointment me 
in my hope.” Photos Theresa Bragg.

Abbot Lawrence and Prior Boniface clothe Br. Peter in the 
monastic cuculla.
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Jim Beckman 
Executive Direc-

tor, Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 
Catechesis

Q: What do you 
do at the chan-
cery for the Arch-

diocese of Oklahoma City?

A: I am the executive director 
for the Secretariat for Evangeliza-
tion and Catechesis. I direct and 
oversee all of the evangelization, 
education and formation efforts for 
the archdiocese, including Hispan-
ic ministry, Catholic schools, mar-
riage and family life, and children, 
youth and young adult formation.

Q: What are the requirements 
of someone in your position?

A: I have worked for more than 
30 years in parish, diocesan and 
national-level ministry. I have a 
master’s degree from the Augus-
tine Institute, with an emphasis 
in evangelization and catechesis. 
The position requires skills and 
knowledge to help align efforts 
in evangelization, education and 
formation with the driving mission 
of the Church to make missionary 
disciples.

Q. What’s the hardest part of 
your job?

A:  The hardest part of my job is 
dealing with the human poverty of 
the Church – the scandal, which 
has taken a lot of people’s focus 
and attention this past year, and 
other situations. I know deep in 
my heart that those things are 
NOT our Church, and don’t define 
it. The hard part is convincing 
other people, who are sometimes 
very disillusioned and confused, of 
that reality. I see the great beauty 
of the Church, and the incredible 
force for good it has been through-
out history. 

Q: How does your job help ad-
vance the mission of the Catho-
lic Church in Oklahoma?

A: My job is uniquely tied to the 
primary mission of the Church – to 
make lifelong missionary disciples. 
Archbishop Coakley has made that 
mission very clear with his two 
pastoral letters, “Go Make Dis-
ciples!” That’s what my job is all 
about. Every day, I get to do things 
that are making a difference in the 
world, and in the lives of people. 

Jim 
Beckman

ChanCery 
Staff

Meet the Notre Dame Club honors 2019 
person of the year

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Missionary activity in El Reno began in earnest 
after the Land Run in 1889 by a Benedictine 
priest, Father Germanus Guillaume. Fort Reno 

had been established in 1874 as a U.S. Army post named 
after Civil War Gen. Jesse Reno. 

The first church building, dedicated to the Sacred 
Heart, was erected in 1892 and was a frame structure. 
This structure was sold to the Lutheran congregation 
and moved to the southeast section of town. A new 
church was constructed of brick in 1902 and remained 
until the present structure was completed in 1951.

By 1899, Sacred Heart had grown to 600 parishioners 
and opened a school operated by the Sisters of Mercy 
and later the Sisters of Divine Providence. To accommo-
date the expanding number of students, Sacred Heart 
Academy was built in 1912. A new school was built in 
1961 only to close in 1968. Through the determination of 
the community and the desire for Catholic education, the 
decision to reopen occurred in 1999.

In the photo, the 1939 iteration of the church is pic-
tured complete with a magnificent art deco altar 

and communion rail. It had been refurbished 
at some point as the style of art pictured was 
certainly not the 1902 version.

The parish in El Reno continues to be a vibrant community steeped in the history of 
Oklahoma as well as the Catholic experience in the state.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Sacred Heart, El Reno

The Notre Dame Club of 
Oklahoma City honored Debbie 
Espinosa, chief executive of The 
Center of Family Love, as its Per-
son of the Year. She was given 
the award at the Notre Dame 
Night Banquet on July 25. 

“This honor is reserved for a 
person who clearly demonstrates 
the spirit of Notre Dame,” said 
Mike Milligan during the award 
presentation. “Debbie Espino-
sa has clearly exemplified this 
spirit through her outstanding 
achievements in service and pro-
fession. When Debbie became 
the CEO of The Center of Family 
Love, the organization began 
making tremendous strides and 
leaps in the way it serves adults 

with disabilities. I’ve personally 
seen how far she has brought 
the ministry in the time she’s 
served there, and I know she 
has plans to continue building 
on this momentum.”

The award was presented to 
Espinosa by Notre Dame alum-
nus and Notre Dame Club of 
Oklahoma City president, An-
drew Kowalski.

For nearly 40 years, The Cen-
ter of Family Love has provided 
innovative day programs and 
residential opportunities for 
individuals with intellectual and 
physical disabilities. To learn 
more, go online to www.cen-
teroffamilylove.org or call (405) 
263-4658.

Andrew Kowalski presents Debbie 
Espinosa with the Person of the 
Year Award. Photo provided.

Bishop Konderla 
blesses Prioress 
Marie Therese 
Long, O.S.B., 
Fourteen Prioress 
of St. Joseph 
Monastery in 
Tulsa. Photo Bro. 
George Hubl, 
O.S.B., St. 
Gregory’s Abbey.
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Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High School 
selects new president

A powerful summer, signs of hope

Jim Beckman
Executive Director 

of the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis

Real Life Disciples

I had a seat high up in the arena, which gave 
me a unique vantage point. I could see the 
crowd of nearly 5,000 young people in its en-
tirety from where I sat. We had just celebrated 
the closing mass at the Steubenville Mid-Amer-
ica Youth Conference. 

It had been an amazing weekend, with more 
inspirational moments than I could mention. 
But, it wasn’t over. After the closing blessing, 
the archbishop asked us all to sit. A priest 
came forward and started talking about his 
vocation to the priesthood. He went on to invite 
young men and women who felt they may have 
a call to the priesthood or religious life to come 
forward to the stage. It was a “vocations altar 
call.” 

I sat there somewhat mesmerized as hun-
dreds of young people went forward. The priest 
looked out at all of us exclaiming, “Who says 
there’s a vocations crisis?!” followed by wild 
cheering from the crowd. It was an incredibly 
moving moment.

Ironically, that wasn’t the only experience 
like that for me this summer. Over the past 
couple months, I’ve been blessed to attend 
a number of camps, conferences, trips, etc. 
The summer has been filled with many sim-
ilar moments, all of them deeply moving as I 
witnessed young people encounter God in very 
rich and personal ways. 

Hundreds of our teens from all over the 
archdiocese have been a part of these kinds 
of experiences. More than 800 teens attended 
Steubenville youth conferences (from 26 differ-
ent parishes!), and dozens of others attended 
discipleship camps, mission trips, leadership 
camps and Totus Tuus programs.

“Steubenville this year was an amazing expe-
rience! It’s an incredibly moving experience to 
be in a room with almost 5,000 Catholic teens 
like me who all are there to worship the Lord 
and grow in their faith. My relationship with 
God grew immensely this weekend as did my 
relationship with everyone from my church who 
went!” one teen said.

“I have been very fortunate to attend several 

summer faith events the past couple years – 
Catholic Heart Work Camp, Steubenville con-
ferences, Casting Nets camp. These trips have 
had a profound impact on my faith life and are 
a big reason why I have the love for the Catho-
lic faith that I do today!” another said.

And another, “Steubenville was a powerful 
weekend that made me proud to be a part 
of my youth group and even prouder to call 
myself Catholic! The conference left me with a 
yearning to do more than just go to Mass every 
Sunday. It called me to be a true disciple and 
spread God’s word.”

You can tell these teens have been impacted 
deeply. Only time will tell if the experience will 
lead to lasting change. If recent studies are 
accurate, though, they will. Christian Smith, 
a highly recognized sociologist at the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame, has numerous longitudi-
nal studies that have tracked faith practice of 
young people into their adult years. In one of 
his most recent books, “Young Catholic Amer-
ica,” he speaks of “seven pathways” to adult 
practice of the faith that they have identified 
from their many studies of thousands of young 
people over the past couple decades. One par-
ticularly interesting finding – spiritual experi-
ences like these are a part of four of the seven 
pathways. 

Events like this aren’t the only tool in the 
toolbox, and they’re not a silver bullet to keep 
every young person Catholic, but I do believe 
that these kind of spiritual experiences can 
be important sources for conversion and for 
sparking faith in the hearts of young people. I 
see these kinds of events as rain on the hard 
soil of some teens’ hearts (Mt. 4:4;19), super-
natural ploughing and cultivation removing the 
rocks (Mt. 4:5-6;20-21) from the hard soil of 
others, and divine herbicide dealing with the 
overgrown weeds and thorns (Mt. 4:7;22) in the 
soil of others. 

Archbishop Coakley said in his pastoral 
letter, “These varied soils are present in the 
hearts of each one of us. … But, we all have 
good soil as well, and we are invited to con-

stantly 
cooper-
ate with 
grace to 
expand 
our re-
ceptivity 
to God’s 
word 
in our 
hearts. Indeed, the primary work of a spiritual 
life is to cooperate with God’s grace and culti-
vate the good soil in our hearts to rid ourselves 
of those things that compete, distract and 
hinder our receptivity to God’s life-giving word. 
The more good soil in our hearts, the great-
er our capacity to bear fruit for the kingdom. 
Bearing fruit is the evidence of authentic disci-
pleship” (Go Make Disciples 2019, pg. 11).

That’s exactly what’s happening with young 
people at these types of events – their hearts 
are opening up to God’s word, and that word is 
changing them!

What’s supremely important now is the follow 
through. Experiences like this are just the 
planting of the seed. That seed of faith needs a 
lot of nourishment and watering, and the soil 
of the heart needs continuous tilling and cul-
tivation. Here are some practical things adults 
can do to support them:
 Pray for the young people in our archdi-

ocese – for the grace of growth and persever-
ance;
 If you have teenagers yourself and they 

have not experienced an event like this, consid-
er sending them next summer;
 Ask if your parish sent a group of teens to 

conferences or programs this summer. If your 
parish did, consider getting involved. These 
young people need adult mentors, and ev-
ery youth minister is always looking for more 
adults to support the ministry efforts.
 If your parish didn’t, consider offering to 

help organize a group for next summer. Con-
tact the archdiocesan Youth Ministry Office at 
jcipriano@archokc.org and we’ll help you!

Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High School announced 
that Chip Carter, an Oklahoma City public rela-
tions executive with a background in public af-
fairs, aerospace and real estate development, has 
been selected to be the school’s new president. 

Carter will be the chief executive officer of the 
high school that is beginning its second year of op-
erations and is expected to have approximately 215 
students enrolled when classes begin on Aug. 26.

“We conducted a thorough presidential search, 
garnering a number of highly talented applicants 
from around the country, and are very pleased to 
have found Chip,” Cristo Rey OKC Board Chair-
man Don Greiner said. “Chip brings extensive 
experience working within Oklahoma City’s busi-
ness community, which is critical in securing our 
Corporate Work Study Partners, but he also brings 
fantastic communication skills, a commitment to 
Catholic education and, most importantly, a heart 
for Christ.”

Cristo Rey OKC is the 33rd school out of a na-
tional network of 37 schools. Designed for lower 
income students who cannot afford traditional 
private or parochial schools, Cristo Rey schools 
combine a rigorous college preparatory curriculum 

with a unique Corporate 
Work Study Program 
where students work five 
days per month at a local 
business that has part-
nered with the school to 
help pay their tuition.

“I am honored to have 
been selected by our 
board to lead what I 
think is one of the most 
innovative and impactful 
education models any-
where,” Carter said. “I 
also feel blessed to have 
the opportunity to join 
the incredible group of 
teachers and staff who get to work with our kids 
and help transform lives. Our rigorous classes, 
combined with the Corporate Work Study Pro-
gram, are giving students the kind of opportunities 
many didn’t even know how to dream of.”

Cristo Rey OKC is located on the campus of 
OSU-OKC. Find more information at www.cristo-
reyokc.org.

Chip Carter

The Knights of Columbus 
celebrate Pentecost with the 
Benedictines at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey in Shawnee. Photo 
provided. 
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St. Kateri Tekakwitha celebration

On July 14, guests traveled from across the state to St. 
Gregory’s Abbey for Mass, and the annual celebration and 
picnic in honor of the feast day of St. Kateri Tekakwitha. 
Along with Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., and the 

monks of St. Gregory’s Abbey, Kiowa Tribe elder Dorothy Whitehorse 
deLaune, American Indian Cath-
olic Outreach Princess Arlene 
Schonchin, dancer Kevin Conny-
werdy and drummer/singer Rowe 
Kishketon all participated in the 
celebration. The St. Kateri statue 
has recently been moved to near 
the prayer labyrinth, south of the 
abbey cemetery.

Kevin Connywerdy performs the traditional Eagle Dance at the ceremony honoring 
St. Kateri. Photos Theresa Bragg.

Arlene Schonchin, American Indian 
Catholic Outreach Princess, lays a 
white lily at the feet of the St. Kateri 
statue.

Kiowa Tribe elder Dorothy Whitehorse 
deLaune reads a special prayer in 
both Kiowa and English at the begin-
ning of Mass.

Youth from Holy 
Spirit in Mustang 
enjoy Totus Tuus 
activities in July. 
Photos provided. 

St. Philip Neri in Midwest City hosted Vacation Bible 
School in June. The weeklong event featured a perfor-
mance for friends and parents. Photo provided.

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School recently 
hosted the annual Clancy Classic Golf Tournament 
at Twin Hills Golf and Country Club. Flight A winners 
were Elizabeth Freeman, Cavett Lee, Bryan Holliday 
and Phil Novak. Second place went to Tom McGannon, 
Jerry Brindley, Robbie Streeter and Bob Holt. The lon-
gest drive for men was Bob Sine and the longest drive 
for women was Olivia Schmidt. Closest to the pin was 
Sarah Croasdale and winning the putting contest was 
Joe Vahlberg. All proceeds benefit the field house weight 
room. Photo provided.



Arlene 
Schonchin
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since age 1. She attends numerous powwows, has been the Head 
Little Girl Dancer for several powwows and has won multiple powwow 
dance contests in her division. She also is a member of the Blessed 
Sacrament Mexican Youth Group.

In 2014, she performed the Lord’s Prayer in Native American Sign 
Language to an audience of more than 1,000 people, and demonstrat-
ed several powwow dances with the Comanche Nation at the National 
Museum of the American Indian in Washington, D.C.

She is a member of the Comanche Youth Dancers, 
which performs at various schools, organi-
zations and events. She has demonstrated 
powwow dances at several schools and 
international events, including Shep-
pard Air Force Base in Wichita Falls, 
the International Festival in Lawton, the 
Apache Rattlesnake Festival in Apache, 
and Palo Duro Canyon in Amarillo.

Schonchin sings hymns in the Co-
manche language, and can speak some 
words and sentences in Comanche. 

“I wanted to be the American 
Indian Catholic Outreach Prin-
cess because we are supposed 
to spread God’s teaching to ev-
eryone. I will tell other Indians 
about AICO at powwows and ev-
erywhere I go!” Schonchin said.

Schonchin will represent 
the AICO at the 84th annual 
American Indian Exposition 
Aug. 14 in Anadarko. She will 
participate in the parade and 
the powwow. 

For more information on 
qualifications for AICO Prin-
cess or to apply, go online to 
archokc.org/honordance. 

continued from page 1

New AICO Princess

American Indian 
Catholic Outreach
Dcn. Roy Callison, 

coordinator
(918) 822-3255

rcallison@archokc.org
archokc.org/aico

The next 
St. Kateri Tekakwitha 

Honor Dance
July 11, 2020

Catholic Pastoral Center

SAVE THE DATE

Photos Chris Porter, Dana 
Attocknie/Sooner Catholic.

HONOR DANCE
St. Kateri Tekakwitha

July 6 - St. John Nepomuk, Yukon

Photos 
Chris 
Porter 

and 
Diane 
Clay

/Sooner 
Catholic.



The largest Gospel, and only Gospel where 
the writer continues with a second volume 
that tells the story of Jesus and the Church 
after the Ascension, is the God-inspired Gospel 
according to Luke. He is not Jewish nor was he 
one of the original followers of Christ. But, to 

make up for this, he in-
vestigates and interviews 
the actual witnesses to 
the life of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ.

Here is his introduction 
to the gospel:

“Since many have 
undertaken to compile 
a narrative of the events 
that have been fulfilled 

among us, just as those 
who were eyewitnesses from the beginning and 
ministers of the word have handed them down 
to us, I too have decided, after investigating 
everything accurately anew, to write it down 
in an orderly sequence for you, most excel-
lent Theophilus, so that you may realize the 
certainty of the teachings you have received” 
(Luke 1, 1-4).

Luke is unique. While Matthew was for the 
Jewish followers of Christ, and Mark was for 
the non-Jewish followers of the Lord, Luke 
brings the distinct message that the saving 
promises of God to his chosen people was ful-
filled in Jesus and everyone can benefit from 
his sacrifice. The saving and redeeming Good 
News of Jesus Christ is for everybody!

Luke will share with us the words and deeds 
of Jesus, plus a whole lot more. He gives us 

unique details, some of which must have 
come from the Blessed Virgin Mary herself, of 
the birth, ministry, death and resurrection of 
Jesus. He directs his God-inspired writings to 
Theophilus, which means “friend of God” and 
hopes that other readers will be able to experi-
ence the Christ he has found through the living 
witnesses of the community of faith.  

Luke, in a very orderly and deliberate man-
ner, strives to answer everyone’s question, 
“Who is this man, Jesus Christ?” After his 
prologue, which includes the infancy narra-
tives, the first part of the Gospel is dedicated to 
Jesus’ ministry in Galilee. The second part is 
dedicated to the Lord’s journey toward Jerusa-
lem, while the third and final part of the Gospel 
centers on Jesus’ ministry in Jerusalem. The 
Gospel ends with the Lord asking the apostles 
to stay in Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy 
Spirit and the Ascension. Everything else is 
continued in volume two, Acts of the Apostles.

A special title given to Jesus in this Gospel is 
that of prophet. Here are a few examples:

“Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, 
exclaiming, ‘A great prophet has arisen in our 
midst,’ and ‘God has visited his people’” (Luke 
7, 16).

“‘Who do the crowds say that I am?’ They 
said in reply, ‘John the Baptist; others, Elijah; 
still others, ‘One of the ancient prophets has 
arisen’” (Luke 9, 19).

“Yet, I must continue on my way today, to-
morrow, and the following day, for it is im-
possible that a prophet should die outside of 
Jerusalem” (Luke 13, 33).

There is no greater prophet than Jesus 

Christ. He 
is the only 
prophet 
that is 
both God 
and man. 
Luke 
makes a 
point to 
show the 
unity between Christ and the Holy Spirit and 
how this is the foundation of him as prophet.

Luke also speaks of Jesus as savior. Here are 
a two examples:

“For today, in the city of David, a savior has 
been born for you who is Messiah and Lord” 
(Luke 2, 11).

“Now, master, you may let your servant go 
in peace, according to your word, for my eyes 
have seen your salvation, which you prepared 
in sight of all the peoples, a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Isra-
el” (Luke 2, 29-32).

The third title for Jesus most used in Luke is 
that of Lord. Lord, used more than 100 times 
by Luke in each of his volumes, is the word 
used in lieu of God’s proper name in the Old 
Testament in addition to being a formal way to 
address another gentleman. Luke is using the 
term in the most profound way possible.

Jesus is everyone’s Messiah. Salvation is for 
all. Jesus is Lord. Christianity is to be lived out 
without worldly attachments, in loving service, 
and above all, through lives of prayer. This is 
discipleship.

Thank you, Lord, for the Gospel of Luke!
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Luke is No. 3 and a whole lot more!
Historian and investigative reporter

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis 

The Catholic Daughters of the Amer-
icas, Court Saint June, held its an-
nual Priest Appreciation Dinner June 
27 at Holy Family in Lawton. Ciara 
Mariano provided the harp music. 
The Catholic Daughters of the Ameri-
cas can be found at parishes through-
out Oklahoma. For information about 
becoming a member, contact a priest 
or parish. Photos Jolene Schonchin/
Sooner Catholic and provided.

CATHOLIC PASTORAL CENTER
7501 NORTHWEST EXPRESSWAY

A R C H O K C . O R G / S P I R I T
4 0 5 . 7 0 9 . 2 7 2 3

Sr. Lucy
Disciples of 

the Lord Jesus Christ

Fr. Joseph Arledge 
St. Peter, Woodward

Tori Harris
Arise Worship Ministry

in the

The Holy Spirit can transform you, 
your life, & your ministry! 

Come grow in your understanding of the
power & gifts of the Holy Spirit.

For more information or to register, visit

September 6/7
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Jobs Box
Front desk, constituent services 
assistant

This position provides welcome 
to all guests who enter or call the 
Catholic Pastoral Center.  Pro-
vides general office support with 
a variety of clerical and related 
activities for the stewardship and 
development team and assists in 
all efforts around gift processing, 
donor acknowledgment, constit-
uent research, data organization 
and reporting on gifts. The suc-
cessful applicant will be bilingual 
in Spanish and English, have 
excellent computer and communi-
cation skills, and possess a profes-
sional demeanor. Send resume to 
nlargent@archokc.org.

Cemetery maintenance worker
Resurrection Cemetery in Okla-

homa City is seeking an individual 
to fill a part-time cemetery mainte-
nance position. The person would 
maintain the overall appearance of 
cemetery, mausoleum and colum-
barium, including maintenance 
and grounds keeping, locating 
grave sites, digging graves, in-
stalling crypt faces, conducting 
interments, entombments and in-
urnments and simple repairs and 
maintenance tasks. The successful 
candidate will need a strong work 
ethic and previous experience in a 
general labor or grounds keeping 
position. Contact Branden Seid at 
(405) 721-4191 or bseid@resc-
emokc.org.

English teacher - Okarche
Holy Trinity Catholic School in 

Okarche is seeking a certified 5th 
- 6th grade English teacher for the 
2019-2020 school year. Contact 
Steve Lykes at slykes@holytrini-
tyok.org or (405) 227-2615.

Religious education director - 
OKC

Sacred Heart in Oklahoma City 
is seeking a part-time religious 
education director. Must be bilin-
gual. Prefer experience as a DRE 
or catechist. Contact Victoria San-
doval at (405) 634-2458, Ext. 101, 
or parish@sacredheartokc.org.

Parish director of liturgical
music  - OKC

St. Charles Borromeo is seek-
ing a parish director of liturgi-
cal music. The position requires 
knowledge of organ and piano as 
well as choral development skills. 
The position requires musical 
accompaniment at four weekend 
Masses.  Send letters of interest 
with resumes to Fr. Tim Luschen, 
St. Charles Borromeo Catho-
lic Church, 5024 N. Grove Ave. 
Oklahoma City, 73122 or pastor@
stcharlesokc.org.

Fourth-grade teacher - OKC
St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 

School, a parochial PreK - 8th 
grade school in Oklahoma City, is 
seeking a certified 4th grade teach-
er for the 2019-2020 school year. 
Send resume to Todd Gungoll at 

principal@scbokc.org or call at 
(405) 789-0224.

Parish and resources coordinator
Catholic Charities for the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a full-time parish and resources 
coordinator to serve as consultant, 
educator and supporter for parish-
es and communities to develop and 
sustain social ministries and ec-
umenical outreach to address the 
needs of the poor and vulnerable. 
Coordinator will provide support 
to the director of grants and donor 
administration to ensure good do-
nor/donation stewardship through 
various database functions. Must 
have degree in a related field; be a 
practicing Catholic with knowledge 
of Catholic social teaching and 
spirituality; at least two years’ ex-
perience in social ministry with ed-
ucation and communication skills. 
E-mail cover letter and resume to 
bsmith@ccaokc.org.

RE director – Elk City
St. Matthew in Elk City and 

Queen of All Saints in Sayre have 
an immediate opening for a full-
time director of Christian forma-
tion. The director is responsible for 
developing, maintaining and ad-
ministering catechetical formation 
programs for children, youth and 
their families. Must be Catholic 
and actively involved in parish life; 
know and support the teachings of 
the Catholic Church; and have or 
be working toward an archdioce-

san DRE certification. A degree or 
significant education in theology 
preferred. Send resume and letter 
of inquiry to Fr. Phillip Louis at 
frphilipmatthewschurchelkcity@
yahoo.com.

Music director - OKC
Corpus Christi Catholic Church 

is seeking a part-time director of 
music. Responsibilities include 
planning the music for weekly lit-
urgy; competence in various Cath-
olic music genres; working with 
and training a choir as well as be-
ing the accompanist for the liturgy 
itself; being available during the 
week for holy days of obligation, 
funerals and weddings; extensive 
music background and degree 
preferred; not required. Contact 
Fr. Danny Grover at dgrover2010@
gmail.com.

Science, social studies teacher - 
Yukon

St. John Nepomuk Catholic 
School in Yukon is accepting ap-
plications for a certified teaching 
position for the 2019-2020 school 
year. A passionate and energetic 
science and social studies teacher 
is needed for grades 6-8. Send re-
sume to Natalie Johnson, St. John 
Nepomuk Catholic School, 600 S. 
Garth Brooks Blvd., Yukon 73099 
or principal@sjnok.org.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.archokc.org/jobs-box.

The youth group from St. Cath-
erine of Siena in Pauls Valley 
participated in a weeklong 
mission trip to Jamaica in July. 
They lived and worked at the 
Jamaican Christian School for 
the Deaf. The 12 students and 
adults mixed and poured con-
crete, laid tile, led vacation Bible 
school each day and visited an 
orphanage. Photos provided.

Fr. Stephen Bird 
presents certificates 
to graduates of the 
Spiritual Direction 
Formation Program 
on July 14 at the 
Catholic Pastoral 
Center. Photos 
Tim Sharp/Sooner 
Catholic.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Un estudio en contrastes: entonces y ahora

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

El domingo 28 de julio, fiesta del Beato Stan-
ley Rother, tomé asiento con otros en la plaza 
frente a la iglesia de Santiago Apóstol en San-
tiago Atitlán (Guatemala). Estuvimos allí para 
escuchar un concierto. Los artistas del con-
cierto eran los niños del Colegio Católico Padre 
Apla’s que querían expresar 
su gratitud a nuestro grupo de 
peregrinos de Oklahoma por el 
apoyo financiero que la ar-
quidiócesis ofrece a su escue-
la, que es una parte integral de 
la parroquia y la comunidad.

Aunque ya no enviamos sac-
erdotes a Guatemala, seguim-
os brindando asistencia ma-
terial cada año. La Iglesia en 
Oklahoma siempre compartirá 
un vínculo precioso con la Igle-
sia en Santiago Atitlán debido 
a nuestra historia compartida 
con la misión allí.

Escuchamos a niños her-
mosos, algunos con trajes 
tradicionales coloridos y otros 
con sus nuevos uniformes 
de banda, tocaron sus diver-
sos instrumentos musicales 
acústicos, metales y tambores 
en una variedad de estilos. Los 
coros interpretaron canciones 
en honor al Beato Stanley, “Pa-
dre Apla’s”. Este día que marcó 
la fiesta del Beato Stanley fue 
un día de alegría tangible y 
celebración colorida.

Mientras nos reuníamos en 
la plaza después de la her-
mosa Misa del día de fiesta, 
el sol brillaba y estábamos 
disfrutando de una agradable 
tarde soleada de 75 grados a lo 
largo de las hermosas oril-
las del lago volcánico Atitlán. 
Para mí, fue uno de esos días 
idílicos que invitó a la reflexión. Lo que me sor-
prendió esa tarde fue el contraste entre entonc-
es y ahora.

Hace treinta y ocho años, a esa misma hora, 
la misma plaza era un lugar de angustia y do-

lor indescriptible cuando la gente se reunió al 
escuchar las noticias desgarradoras de que su 
amado pastor, el Padre Apla’s, había sido ase-
sinado durante la noche por asaltantes descon-
ocidos en la rectoría.

Hoy, la sala donde fue martirizado se ha 

transformado en una hermosa capilla que 
conserva evidencia del acto violento que una 
vez ocurrió allí. El agujero de bala en el piso y 
las manchas de sangre en la pared contrastan 
con las flores y los artefactos siempre presentes 

que celebran la 
vida y la santidad 
del pastor que no 
huyo por su se-
guridad, sino que 
decidió quedarse 
con su rebaño 
hasta el final. 

Dentro de la 
iglesia parroquial 
frente al altar donde el Cuerpo y la Sangre de 
Cristo se hacen presentes en cada Misa hay 
una reliquia de la sangre aún líquida que el 
Beato Stanley derramó ese día, hace 38 años. 
La sangre de los mártires es la semilla de los 
cristianos, como escribió Tertuliano en el siglo 
III. La verdad de esa declaración se verifica en 
la vitalidad de la parroquia de Santiago Apóstol 
hoy.

Aun así, a pesar de las apariencias en con-
trario, no todo es idílico en Santiago Atitlán. 
Aunque la guerra civil haya terminado hace 
mucho tiempo, la pobreza, el tráfico de drogas 
y la violencia de pandillas en todo Guatemala 
continúan afectando a miles de personas po-
bres, en su mayoría indígenas, de esta hermo-
sa tierra y nación. Estas son las personas que 
por el miedo y la preocupación por la seguridad 
de sus familias emprenden el traicionero viaje 
hacia el norte. 

Al igual que la guerra civil en Guatemala 
hace muchos años, el flujo actual de migrantes 
de Guatemala y otros países centroamericanos 
hoy es parte de una crisis humanitaria masiva. 
Podemos y debemos hacerlo mejor de lo que 
estamos haciendo para abordar las causas de 
esta desgarradora migración y aliviar el su-
frimiento de aquellos que se están reuniendo y 
son detenidos en nuestra frontera del sur.

Estos son nuestros hermanos y hermanas. 
Todos podemos comenzar examinando nues-
tras propias actitudes y la retórica que usamos 
para discutir esta crisis. Debemos comenzar 
con un reconocimiento de nuestra humanidad 
compartida y la dignidad de estas personas que 
quieren las mismas cosas en la vida que todos 
nosotros. Cuanto más cambian las cosas, más 
permanecen igual.

Beato Stanley Rother, ruega por nosotros.

Oración por la Causa de 
Canonization del 

Beato Stanley Rother

Oh Dios, fuente de toda 
santidad, nos hacen caminar 

dignamente en nuestra 
vocación, por la intercesión de 

sus santos, a quien has 
otorgado una gran variedad de 

gracias en la tierra.
Habiendo honrado a su 
Iglesia con la vida de su 

sacerdote y mártir, 
Beato Stanley Rother,
que por su intercesión

este humilde rebaño puede 
alcanzar donde el valiente 

pastor se ha ido. Concede que 
su Inglesia le pueda proclamar

un santo que vive en 
su presencia e intercediendo 

por nosotros.
Por Cristo nuestro Señor. 

Amén.

El Arzobispo Coakley bendice a una joven después de la Misa en Cerro 
de Oro, Guatemala. Foto Sooner Catholic.

Fotos Diane Clay/Sooner 
Catholic.

Santuario con el corazón de Bl. 
Stanley en Santiago Atitlán. Cerro de Oro

Santiago Atitlán
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¡Lucas es el número 3 y muchísimo más!
Historiador y periodista investigativo 

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariado de 
Evangelización y 

Catequesis

El Evangelio más grande, y el único Evange-
lio donde el escritor continúa con un segundo 
volumen que cuenta la historia de Jesús y la 
Iglesia después de la Ascensión, es el Evangelio 
inspirado por Dios según Lucas. No es judío ni 

fue uno de los seguidores 
originales de Cristo. 
Pero, para compensar 
esto, investiga y entrevis-
ta a los testigos reales de 
la vida de nuestro Señor, 
Jesucristo.

Aquí está su introduc-
ción al evangelio:

“Algunas personas han 
hecho empeño por orde-

nar una narración de los acontecimientos que 
se han cumplido entre nosotros, tal como nos 
han sido transmitidos por aquellos que fueron 
los primeros testigos y que después se hicieron 
servidores de la Palabra. Después de haber 
investigado cuidadosamente todo desde el 
principio, también a mí me ha parecido bueno 
escribir un relato ordenado para ti, ilustre Teó-
filo. De este modo podrás verificar la solidez de 
la catequesis que has recibido.” (Lucas 1, 1-4).

Lucas es único. Mientras que Mateo era para 
los seguidores judíos de Cristo, y Marcos era 
para los seguidores no judíos del Señor, Lucas 
trae el claro mensaje de que las promesas sal-
vadoras de Dios a su pueblo elegido se cumpli-
eron en Jesús y todos pueden beneficiarse de 
su sacrificio. ¡Las Buena Nueva, noticia salva-
dora y redentora de Jesucristo, es para todos!

Lucas compartirá con nosotros las palabras 
y los hechos de Jesús, y mucho más. Él nos da 
detalles únicos, algunos de los cuales deben 
haber venido de la Santísima Virgen María, 

lo del nacimiento, ministerio público, pasión, 
muerte y resurrección de Jesús. Dirige sus es-
critos inspirados en Dios a Teófilo, que signifi-
ca “amigo de Dios” y espera que otros lectores 
puedan experimentar al Cristo que él mismo ha 
encontrado a través de los testigos vivos de la 
comunidad de fe.

Lucas, de una manera muy ordenada y 
deliberada, se esfuerza por responder a la 
pregunta que todos hacen, “¿Quién es este 
hombre, Jesucristo?” Después de su prólogo, 
que incluye las narraciones de la infancia, la 
primera parte del Evangelio está dedicada al 
ministerio de Jesús en Galilea.  La segunda 
parte está dedicada al viaje del Señor hacia Je-
rusalén, mientras que la tercera y última parte 
del Evangelio se centra en el ministerio de 
Jesús en Jerusalén. El Evangelio termina con 
el Señor pidiendo a los apóstoles que se queden 
en Jerusalén para la venida del Espíritu Santo 
y la Ascensión. Todo lo demás continúa en el 
volumen dos, Hechos de los Apóstoles.

Un título especial dado a Jesús en este Evan-
gelio es el de profeta. Aquí les ofrezco algunos 
ejemplos:

- “Un santo temor se apoderó de todos y 
alababan a Dios, diciendo: ‘Es un gran profe-
ta el que nos ha llegado. Dios ha visitado a su 
pueblo.’” (Lucas 7, 16).

- “Unos dicen que eres Juan Bautista, otros 
que Elías, y otros que eres alguno de los profe-
tas antiguos que ha resucitado.” (Lucas 9, 19).

- “Pero tengo que seguir mi camino hoy, 
mañana y pasado mañana, porque no es cor-
recto que un profeta sea asesinado fuera de 
Jerusalén.” (Lucas 13, 33).

No hay mayor profeta que Jesucristo. Él es 
el único profeta que es Dios y hombre. Lucas 

hace un 
punto 
para 
mostrar 
la uni-
dad entre 
Cristo y 
el Es-
píritu 
Santo y cómo este es el fundamento de él como 
profeta.

Lucas también habla de Jesús como salva-
dor. Aquí hay dos ejemplos:

- “hoy, en la ciudad de David, ha nacido para 
ustedes un Salvador, que es el Mesías y el 
Señor.” (Lucas 2, 11).

- “Ahora, Señor, ya puedes dejar que tu 
servidor muera en paz, como le has dicho. 
Porque mis ojos han visto a tu salvador, que 
has preparado y ofreces a todos los pueblos, 
luz que se revelará a las naciones y gloria de tu 
pueblo, Israel.” (Lucas 2, 29-32).

El tercer título para Jesús más usado en 
Lucas es el de Señor. Señor, usado más de 
100 veces por Lucas en cada uno de sus dos 
volúmenes, es la palabra usada en lugar del 
nombre propio de Dios en el Antiguo Testamen-
to, además de ser una forma formal de dirigirse 
a otro caballero. Lucas está usando el término 
de la manera más profunda posible.

Jesús es el Mesías de todos. La salvación es 
para todos. Jesús es Señor. El cristianismo se 
debe vivir sin apegos mundanos, en servicio 
amoroso y, sobre todo, a través de vidas de 
oración. Esto es discipulado.

¡Gracias Señor, por el Evangelio de Lucas! 

“Se ve, se siente, el liderazgo hispano 
está presente”

Que inspirador es ver a tantos 
de ustedes involucrados en nue-
vos proyectos pastorales en sus 
diócesis, parroquias y movimien-
tos eclesiales. Su participación en 

proyectos y conferencias nacio-
nales también es muy evidente y 
genera muchos frutos, tal como 
se ve en las fotos y artículos de 
este boletín. Se ve, se siente, el 

liderazgo hispano está presente.” 
Alejandro Aguilera-Titus, National 
Coordinator for the V Encuentro.

Lea más en el siguiente enlace: 
https://bit.ly/2YALKnz

“Oklahoma está demasiado 
familiarizado con los violen-
tos resultados del odio. Mien-
tras El Paso lamenta esta 
pérdida y lucha por entender 
por qué, cada uno de no-
sotros debe volver a compro-
meterse con la vida diaria de 
oración, respeto y misericor-
dia a pesar de nuestras dif-
erencias de opinión o religión 
o política. Nuestra sociedad 
ha alcanzado un nuevo nivel 
de desprecio insensible por lo 
sagrado de la vida humana 
inocente. Debemos resistir la 
tentación de despreciarnos 
unos a otros y, en cambio, 
abrazar nuestra dignidad 
inherente compartida”. 

- Most. Rev. Paul. S. Coak-
ley, arzobispo de la ciudad de 
Oklahoma

En la foto, un delegado pega una foto a un panel de fotos el 22 de septiembre de 2018 durante el V Encuentro Nacion-
al en Grapevine, Texas. Foto CNS/Tyler Orsburn.

Declaración del 
arzobispo Coakley 

sobre violencia 
reciente
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Briefs
Rother shrine groundbreaking

The groundbreaking for the Bl. 
Stanley Rother Shrine will be 3 
p.m. - 5 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 3, at
the site of the future shrine, S. 89
between Shields Boulevard and
Interstate 35 in Oklahoma City.
The groundbreaking is open to the
public. rsvp@archokc.org.

Want to learn about the future 
of the archdiocese?

Archbishop Coakley’s new pas-
toral letter, “Go Make Disciples! 
Building a Culture of Conversion 
and Discipleship for the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City,” lays out 
the vision for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City through 2030. 
Read the letter or download a copy 
at archokc.org/2030. Print copies 
available at parishes. 

Free Rother museum tour 
The Heritage Gallery at the Cath-

olic Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
west Expressway, presents “The 
Shepherd Cannot Run: A Retro-
spective on the Life of Bl. Stanley 
Rother.” The free exhibit is open 
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day. Special tours arranged by 
calling (405) 721-5651, Ext. 141.

Rother documentary, 
beatification available on DVD

The DVD set of the Beatification 
Mass of Bl. Stanley Rother and the 
official award-winning documen-
tary, “An Ordinary Martyr,” are 
available online at stanleyrother.
org. Click on Store or call (405) 
721-5651, Ext. 114.

Life in the Spirit
The Holy Spirit can transform 

people and their ministry! This 
two-day event will help people 
grow in their understanding of the 
gifts and power of the Holy Spirit 
for their everyday life and ministry. 
The event is Sept. 6-7 at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
west Expressway. Special guests 
include Sr. Lucy of the Disciples of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, Fr. Joseph 
Arledge and Tori Harris of Arise 
Worship Ministry. Cost is $40 pp 
or $80 per couple. After Aug. 15, 
$50 pp or $90 per couple. Visit 
archokc.org/spirit.

Catholic Charities annual Mass
Catholic Charities of the Arch-

diocese of Oklahoma City invites 
everyone to attend their annual 
Mass and awards presentation 
on Aug. 22. Archbishop Coakley 
will celebrate Mass at 11:30 a.m. 
at Church of the Epiphany of 
the Lord, 7336 W. Britton Rd. in 
Oklahoma City. Catholic Charities’ 
annual service awards will be pre-
sented after Mass. Lunch provid-
ed. RSVP by Aug. 16 at jmoon@
ccaokc.org or (405) 526-2308. 

Bingo at St. James
Bingo at St. James Aug. 22. $10 

all games, door prizes, reasonably 
priced food and entry for 50” TV 
to be given away in October. Food 
5:45 p.m.; Bingo 6:30 p.m. Pro-

ceeds for charity.

Cursillo 40th anniversary
A 40th anniversary program for 

Cursillo in the archdiocese is 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. Aug. 24 at St. Joseph 
Family Life Center in Norman. 
Registration 8 a.m. - 9 a.m. Mass 
11 a.m. with Archbishop Coak-
ley, Fr. Joe Jacobi, Fr. Don Wolf 
and Fr. Oby Zunmas. All Spanish, 
English and Vietnamese Cursil-
listas welcome. Register at www. 
okccursillo.org.

Clancy’s Trivia Night
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School Alumni Association 
will host the 13th annual Trivia 
Night Aug. 24 in the Bishop Mc-
Guinness commons. Registration 
at 5:30 p.m., dinner at 6 p.m. 
Questions begin at 7 p.m. Tickets 
$25 pp or $250 for table of 10. 
Dinner included, cash bar avail-
able. VIP tables $350. Must be age 
21 to attend. Seating limited. Res-
ervations required and received on 
first paid basis. Visit www.bmchs. 
org/trivia or contact Alexa Lien-
hard at bmchstrivia@gmail.com.

Domestic Church Evangelization 
Retreat

A retreat for sacramentally 
married couples, giving them an 
opportunity to begin or deepen 
their spiritual journey together, 
will be Aug. 30 - Sept. 2 at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center. Regis-
tration is 5:30 p.m. – 6 p.m. Aug. 
30. Cost $350 per couple. Schol-
arships available. Contact Alex 
Schimpf at aschimpf@archokc.org 
or (405) 709-2755. Register online 
at archokc.weshareonline.org/ws/
opportunities.

Retrouvaille
Retrouvaille is announcing a 

program for couples Sept. 6-8 at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center. “Mat-
rimony: A calling to forgive!” offers 
hope and help for marriages with 
problems or crisis. Contact (405) 
443-3541, emailokc@retrouvaille. 
org or visit helpourmarriage.com.

Mass of Remembrance
The 2019 Mass of Remembrance 

will be 7 p.m. Sept. 13 at St. Fran-
cis of Assisi, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC. 
The Mass is in memory of people 
lost to suicide. Everyone is wel-
come. People who have experienced 
the loss of someone to suicide are 
invited to attend and celebrate their 
loved one’s life. A reception will 
follow in the parish hall. 

Come and See weekend
The Dominican Sisters of Peace 

will host a “Come and See” retreat 
Sept. 13-15 in St. Catharine, Ky, at 
their Motherhouse for single, 
Catholic women ages 18-45. Call or 
text Sr. Mai-dung (pronounced MY-
ung) at (405) 248-7027 or 
e-mail mdnguyen@oppeace.org.
(Some travel assistance is offered 
on a need basis.)

BMCHS class reunion                 
Bishop McGuinness Catholic High 
School Class of 1969 is looking for 
classmates for a 50th reunion 
Sept. 19-22. Contact Rich Tuohy 
at Rftuohy@aol.com, (405) 
820-1812.

Day of Reflection
A Day of Reflection “From Mono-

logue to Dialogue in Prayer” with 
Fr. Boniface Copelin, O.S.B. will be 
8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. Sept. 21 
at St. Gregory’s Abbey in Shaw-
nee. Early bird discount is $30 
(pre-payment seven days prior) or 
$35 at the door, includes lunch. 
Contact (405) 878-5656, retreats@ 
monksok.org.

Financial Peace University Class
A Financial Peace University 

Class will be at 4 p.m. on Sun-day 
afternoons in Marian Hall at St. 
John of Nepomuk, 600 Garth 
Brooks Blvd., in Yukon starting on 
Sept. 22. Childcare is provided. 
Register at daveramsey.com.

Padre Pio relics
Several relics of St. Pio of Pi-

etrelcina will be available for ven-
eration 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sept. 27 at 
Christ the King, 8005 Dorset Dr. 
in Oklahoma City.

Oktoberfest
Holy Spirit, 1100 North Sara 

Road in Mustang, will host its 
annual Oktoberfest and Auction at 
6 p.m. Sept. 28. Reservations are 
$40. Enjoy authentic Ger-man 
food, beer and wine at this adults-
only event. Entertainment includes 
games with prizes, live music by 
Masopust Polka Band, and a live 
and silent auction. All proceeds 
support the construction of the 
new parish church. Help spread 
the fire of God’s Love! For tickets 
visit the website www.holy-
spiritmustang.org.
 

Blue Mass for first responders      
A Mass for police, fire, EMS, and 
other first responders will be at 5 
p.m. Sept. 29 at St. Eugene, 2400 
W. Hefner Rd. in Oklahoma City.

White Mass for medical 
professionals 

A Mass for doctors, nurses, 
Allied Health, and other medical 
professionals will be at 6 p.m. Oct. 
1 at Christ the King, 8005 Dorset 
Dr. in Oklahoma City.

Day of Reflection
A Day of Reflection “Reading and 

Praying the Bible” with Fr. Charles 
Buckley, O.S.B., will be 8:30 a.m. – 
3 p.m. Oct. 19 at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey in Shawnee. Early bird dis-
count is $30 (pre-payment seven 
days prior) or $35 at the door, 
includes lunch. Contact (405) 
878-5656, retreats@monksok.org.

Red Mass for legal professionals
A Mass for legal professionals 

will be at 6 p.m. Oct. 24 at St. 
Francis of Assisi, 1901 N.W. 18 in 
Oklahoma City.

Day of Reflection
A Day of Reflection “Being Bene-

dictine: Practical Holiness for Ev-
eryone” with Abbot Lawrence Sta-
syszen, O.S.B., will be 8:30 a.m. – 
3 p.m. Nov. 16 at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey in Shawnee. Early discount 
is $30 (pre-payment seven days 
prior) or $35 at the door. Includes 
lunch. Contact (405) 878-5656, 
retreats@monksok.org.

Suicide prevention training 
QPR is a free one-hour suicide 

prevention training. Professional 
counseling available. Contact St. 
Joseph Counseling Center at (405) 
524-0969.

To see more briefs, go online to 
www.archokc.org/briefs.

For more information visit our website: ArchOKC.org/Institute 

To register contact Cecilia Grimes: (405) 721-4208 or email: cgrimes@ArchOKC.org 

“Cast fire upon the earth, O Lord and set aflame Your holy Church 
that she may be the way to salvation and the light of the world.” 

-Syriac Liturgy

THEO 2023 Theology of the Church 
Thursday nights 6-9 PM Father Phil Seeton 

August 29-December 12 
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August

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., at the chapel of St.
Thomas More, 100 Stinson
St., Norman. Contact Connie
Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
lang@gmail.com.

Feast of St. Jane Frances de 
Chantal.

Feast of Sts. Pontian and 
Hippolytus.

Catholic War Veterans (of any 
war/conflict) meeting, 7 p.m., 
St. Ann Retirement Center 
community room. Contact Fr. 
M. Price Oswalt at (405) 567-
3404.

Feast of St. Maximilian Kolbe.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
No. 168 will meet at 7 p.m., 
Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
City. Contact (405) 739-0036, 
OklaPost168@cox.net.

Feast of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary – 
CPC closed.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact 
Elaine at (405) 358-3610, 
ccrprayers@gmail.com.

Feast of St. Stephen of Hun-
gary.

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
During the nine days, the 
novena prayers will be: Mon-
day-Friday following Noon 
Mass, Saturday following 5 
p.m. Mass, and Sunday fol-
lowing 11 a.m. Mass.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meeting 
at St. Ann Retirement Center, 

OKC. Mass 9:30 a.m. in the 
St. Joachim Chapel; meeting 
10 a.m. - Noon. Contact Toni 
Harrelson, (405) 341-2199, 
(405) 694-1292.

The Oklahoma City Communi-
ty of Secular Carmelites meets 
monthly at Little Flower, OKC. 
Anyone interested in deepen-
ing prayer life with community 
support, call Vicky Caudell 
at (405) 637-4611 or William 
Ginn at (405) 737-2024.

Feast of St. John Eudes.

Feast of St. Bernard.

Suicide grief support group, 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., St. 
Francis, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

Feast of St. Pius X.

Feast of the Queenship of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.

Feast of St. Rose of Lima.

Feast of St. Bartholomew.
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19

20

20

21

22

23

24

register now at runsignup.com/ckrun
prices will increase after Aug. 30

We are excited to have Kona Ice joining us on 
race day so don’t forget to bring your $$

CKRUN
9.14.19
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continued from page 1

be a part of the celebration. It was a 
highlight of our pilgrimage to Guate-
mala.”

The “little girl” is Elena Petzey. She 
and her mom, who only speak the 
Mayan dialect Tz’utujil, attended Mass 
at Saint James when Blessed Stanley 
was pastor. They met one morning at 
the top of the steps outside of the main 
door of the sanctuary. 

The black-and-white photo taken by 
Frankie Williams, a friend of Bless-
ed Stanley’s, has become one of the 
most famous photos of the Oklahoma 
priest, appearing in parishes around 
the world. It has been sculpted into 
statues with the largest statue at Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church in Okarche, 
Blessed Stanley’s hometown.

Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass 
July 28 at Saint James the Apostle in 
honor of Blessed Stanley’s feast day, 
which marks the day he was martyred 
– July 28, 1981. Archbishop Coakley 
made the pilgrimage to Guatemala 
with 52 pilgrims from Oklahoma and 
elsewhere to visit the churches where 
Blessed Stanley served.

The feast day is celebrated every year 
by parishes in Guatemala as well as 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, the 
Diocese of Tulsa and the Diocese of 
Little Rock.

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner 
Catholic.

Photos Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic and 
Fr. Stephen Bird.

Santiago Atitlán


