
Jad Issa’s son Sader is study-
ing dentistry and is proud of his 
father’s achievements.

Jad Issa has Down syndrome, 
but his life isn’t what you might 
expect. Just ask his wife (who 
doesn’t have Down syndrome).

Jad Issa’s story recently made 
headlines when his son Sader 
spoke about his father in a video 
published on Facebook, which 
led to a series of stories and in-
terviews about this remarkable 
family. 

A loving father and a responsi-
ble provider

Sader Issa – a strapping young 
man who enjoys swimming, body-
building, studying and spending 
time with his friends – lives with 
his parents in Syria. He’s proud 
of his father; in the video, he says 
that even if he could, he’d never 

want to pick 
someone 
else to be 
his father. 

“I’m proud 
of him, the 
same way 
he is proud 
of me,” he 
said. This 
feeling is 
well-found-
ed; Jad Issa 
is the fam-
ily’s main 
breadwin-
ner, and 
despite the 
difficulties 
of his con-
dition, he 
“tried to do everything to secure a 
normal life for (me) like any other 
child,” Sader Issa said. “During 
my studies, he was the biggest 

supporter economically, psycho-
logically and in all respects.”

As Sader Issa explains in the 
video, the pride is mutual: “One of 

Jerome Krug was a teenager confused 
about what God was calling him to do. 
He wanted to become a lawyer and work 

to make people’s lives better through political or 
community advocacy, but something was telling 
him to follow a different path.

For help discerning his call, Krug returned to 
the place where he often found Jesus – the adora-
tion chapel at Saint Monica in Edmond.  

“I said ‘Lord, I want to change the world for 
you.’ As clear as day, he said, ‘I’m not asking 
you to change the world, I’m asking you to let me 
change yours.’”

At age 17, a junior in high school, he now final-
ly knew for certain he wanted to become a priest. 
He kept his decision to himself for several months 
before telling his family. 

“The only person who was surprised when I de-
cided to go to seminary was myself,” he said. “The 
other day I said to my sister ‘I can’t believe I’m 
going to be a priest in a month.’ She said, ‘Really? 
To me, you’ve always been a priest.’”

Krug is one of seven children raised in Edmond 
by his parents Tom and Katie Krug, who is a 
teacher at Saint Mary in Guthrie. He is the godfa-
ther of his youngest brother who is age 10. 
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Go Make Disciples

Dad with Down syndrome 
inspires his son

journey to the priesthood

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

continued on page 20

Rev. Thomas 
McSherry

Rev. Thomas McSherry died 
June 5, 2019, in Yankton, S.D. 
Father McSherry was born 
on May 28, 1945, in Flush-
ing, N.Y., to Francis and Mary 
(Rooney) McSherry. After at-
tending Saints Peter and Paul 

continued on page 3

“I’m called to love 
his people”

Dcn. Jerome Krug shakes hands with Pope Francis. Photo 
provided.

continued on page 20

Father’s Day June 16
By Matthew Green 

Aleteia

The Issa Family. Photo Sader Issa.

Turn to pages 7-14 for the 
Sooner Catholic graduation section.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a St. Kateri celebration - 
A Mass, pilgrimage to a St. 
Kateri Tekakwitha statue and 
a picnic will begin at 10:30 
a.m. July 14 at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey in Shawnee. RSVP by 
July 6 to retreats@monksok.
org or (405) 878-5296.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

In the past few issues of the Sooner Catholic, we 
have featured each of the five young men who are 
preparing for ordination to the priesthood this sum-
mer. On Saturday, June 29, as the universal Church 
celebrates the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, I 
will have the privilege of ordaining these five men as 
priests of Jesus Christ for the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City.

What a great day for an ordination as we celebrate 
these two great apostles who spent themselves for 
Christ and his people! Ask any bishop and he will tell 
you that an ordination is one of the most awesome 
privileges and responsibilities that comes with the 
episcopal office. Ordaining a priest is like begetting a 
son. It is an experience of spiritual fatherhood unlike 
any other. A priest is a priest forever!

Deacons Will Banowsky, Zac Boazman, John Herre-
ra, Alex Kroll and Jerome Krug will begin their priest-
ly ministry among us 
this summer. During 
their priesthood, 
they will serve all 
over the archdiocese 
in a variety of ca-
pacities. They will be 
pastors, chaplains, 
teachers, confessors 
and spiritual fathers. 
They will baptize 
and heal. They will 
proclaim the Gospel 
and celebrate the 
Eucharist.

These five men 
have each travelled 
this journey with 
the support of many 
people, beginning 
with their parents 
and families. They 
have been accompa-
nied by fellow pa-
rishioners, friends, 
pastors and semi-
nary formators who 
have encouraged 
them, challenged 
them, guided them 
and inspired them. 
The cost of their ed-
ucation and forma-
tion for priesthood has been provided by the faithful 
of the archdiocese. Such an occasion, then, is reason 
for the whole church to rejoice.

These are challenging times for priests and for all 

Catholics. I am grate-
ful for the bold faith 
and generosity of these 
young men who set out 
on their journey during 
such times. I pray that 
their witness, their joy 
and their holy lives will 
encourage many other 
young men to explore the possibility that God might 
be calling them to the priesthood as well. I pray that 
their response to God’s call will inspire everyone they 
encounter to embrace a life of generous missionary 
discipleship.

For every priest, the occasion of an ordination helps 
us renew the grace of our own ordination day with 
all of its joy, its hope and its holy fear. On that day, 

I prayed 
a prayer 
of Saint 
Hilary, who 
prayed it 
himself as 
he began 
his min-
istry – “As 
we spread 
our sails 
of trust-
ing faith 
and public 
avowal be-
fore you, fill 
them with 
the breath 
of your 
Spirit, to 
drive us on 
as we begin 
this course 
of proclaim-
ing your 
truth. We 
have been 
promised, 
and he 
who made 

the promise is trustworthy: Ask, and it will be given 
to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you.” 

Amen!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Rejoice and be glad!

All-loving God, 
we give you thanks

and praise for all fathers.
May they be blessed with 

patience and tenderness to 
care for their families

and themselves with great 
joy. We remember fathers 

who are separated
from their children because 
of war, poverty or conflict.

We pray for men who are 
not fathers, but still love and 
shape us with fatherly care 

and compassion.
We remember fathers, 

grandfathers
and great-grandfathers who 

are no longer with us
but who live forever in our 

memory and nourish us with 
their love. 

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

June 16 – Confirmation, Noon, Immaculate Conception, Seminole
June 18 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
June 18 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
June 18 – All Staff meeting, 12:30 p.m., CPC
June 18 – Archdiocesan Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
June 20 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
June 20 – Senior Staff meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
June 26 – Catholic Conference of Oklahoma Board meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
June 27 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee, 9:30 a.m., CPC
June 27 – Catholic Charities Board meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities Offices
June 28 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
June 28 – Evening Prayer and dinner with priests, 5 p.m., CPC
June 29 – Priesthood Ordination, 10 a.m., St. Mark, Norman

Deacon
William Banowsky

Deacon
Zachary Boazman

Deacon
John Herrera

Deacon
Alexander Kroll

Deacon
Jerome Krug

5 Men to be 
ordained to the 
Priesthood

June 
29

Saint Mark the Evangelist
Catholic Church
Norman, OK

Almost every parent will be 
confronted by a child with the 
question “Why should I attend 
Mass?” The Mass, of course, is 
the only place where you partake 
and receive the actual body and 
blood of Christ. The Church has a 
special feast day every year to re-
mind Catholics not to take this for 
granted and to remind parishio-
ners what they are receiving when 
they go to Holy Communion.

The special feast day (Corpus 
Christi) is on June 23. The second 

reading will be Paul’s first letter 
to the Corinthians 11:23-26. At 
Catholic Mass, during every conse-
cration, parishioners will hear the 
same words repeated that change 
the bread and wine into the Body 
and Blood of Christ.

Father Cory Stanley, pastor at 
Prince of Peace in Altus, explained, 
“This Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Body and Blood of Christ is the 
perfect time to recall and focus on 
how important the Holy Eucharist 
should be in our lives. Perhaps we 
should ask ourselves how we can 
center our lives more fully on our 
blessed Lord. Maybe we’ll hear the 

Lord’s voice calling us to adore 
him during exposition of the Bless-
ed Sacrament – or even to adore 
and to receive him during the week 
at a daily Mass.”

In John 6:53-68, Jesus gives 
the secret to eternal life – eating 
his flesh and drinking his blood.  
When many of his followers fur-
ther challenged him on this, Christ 
remained firm and let them leave 
“to return to their former lives.” 

He asked Saint Peter if he wanted 
to leave too, and Saint Peter said, 
“You have the words of eternal life.”

The Church has been celebrating 
the feast of Solemnity of the Most 

Holy Body and Blood of Christ for 
nearly 800 years. 

“This solemnity has its roots in a 
eucharistic miracle that took place 
in Bolsena, Italy, in 1263. The 
relic of that miracle – a linen from 
Holy Mass that was miraculously 
stained with the Blood of Christ – 
is now housed in a chapel in the 
Duomo church in Orvieto, Italy,” 
Father Stanley said. 

“This solemnity is a wonderful 
time to look up information about 
this miracle and to learn that 
story.”

Charles Albert is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.

June 16, 2019    3Sooner Catholic

Celebrating the Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Body and Blood of Christ

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

continued from page 1

CAMPAIGN GOAL RAISED TO DATE % GOAL

CHALLENGE GOAL $80,000,000 $89,476,237 111%

ARCHBISHOP COAKLEY’S LEAD GIFTS $20,000,000

$5,000,000

$8,535,000

$13,630,000

$10,950,000

$9,345,000

$15,350,000

$23,719,941

$2,532,304

$10,390,585

$16,144,972

$14,260,110

$11,282,167

$11,100,038

$46,119

119%

ROTHER MUSEUM & PILGRIM CENTER

10 WAVE 1 PARISHES

(Oct. ‘17 - Mar. ‘18)

29 WAVE 2 PARISHES

(Mar. ‘18 - Aug. ‘18)

34 WAVE 3 PARISHES

(Aug. ‘18 - Dec. ‘18)

31 WAVE 4 PARISHES

(Jan. ‘19 - May. ‘19)

COMBINED PARISH CAMPAIGNS

OTHER GIFTS ---- - - - -

51%

122%

118%

130%

114%

72%

School in Tulsa and Saint Francis 
de Sales Seminary in Oklahoma 
City, he earned a bachelor’s degree 
at Cardinal Glennon College, a 
master’s degree in divinity at Saint 
Meinrad Seminary and master’s 
degrees at Indiana University and 
the University of Oklahoma. He 
was ordained a priest at Saints 
Peter and Paul Catholic Church in 
Tulsa on May 22, 1971, by Bishop 
Victor J. Reed. 

He faithfully served the Diocese 
of Oklahoma City and Tulsa, and 
later the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, for 48 years. Father McSher-
ry served as pastor at Saint Robert 
Bellarmine, Jones, and Saint The-
resa of the Infant Jesus, Luther 
(1978-83); Saints Peter and Paul, 
Hobart (1983-84); Saint James the 
Apostle, Santiago Atitlan, Guate-
mala (1985-2001); and Saint Pat-
rick, Oklahoma City (2002-19). He 
served as associate pastor at Saint 
Joseph Old Cathedral, Oklahoma 
City, (1971-74); and The Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
Oklahoma City (1974-75). 

He also served as chaplain of 
Mount Saint Mary Catholic High 
School, Oklahoma City (1975-79). 
He served the archdiocese in many 

other capacities over the years, 
including as director of the Saint 
Joseph Home in Oklahoma City 
and director of the archdiocese’s 
Drug and Alcohol Program. Fa-
ther McSherry was most known 
for his dedication as pastor of the 
Oklahoma mission in Guatema-
la, returning to the mission four 
years after Blessed Stanley Rother 
was martyred there. He served the 
people of the Diocese of Sololá for 
17 years. 

Father McSherry was fluent in 
Spanish and Tz’utujil, the local 
dialect in Santiago Atitlan. He 
served on the Priest Senate and 
the Justice and Peace Committee 
for the archdiocese. He was cho-
sen to present the first-class relic 
of Blessed Stanley Rother at his 
Rite of Beatification in 2017.

The vigil service was held at 
Saint Patrick in Oklahoma City 
on June 12 with Father Bill Pru-
ett presiding. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was celebrated June 
13 at Saint Patrick. Archbishop 
Emeritus Eusebius Beltran was 
the main celebrant and longtime 
friend Father Andrew Kelly was 
the homilist. Burial at Calvary 
Cemetery in Tulsa. Donations can 
be made to Saint Patrick’s Juan 
Diego Society.

Rev. Thomas McSherry
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The Gospel of Life Disciples 
community inaugurated the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Barn on 
June 1 with a barbecue, music 
and dancing. Donations 
received will benefit the Gospel 
of Life Dwelling for the Dying.
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Father John Steichen was a native Oklaho-
man who became a valued adviser to bish-
ops and a dedicated pastor of souls. Born 

in Sapulpa in 1926, he served in the U.S. Navy 
during World War II and was said to have been a 
navy frogman who dismantled mines at Normandy 
D-Day+1. In typical Father Steichen fashion, he 
never spoke of his experiences as throughout his 
life humility was the overarching virtue.

After the war, he attended Saint Louis Prepara-
tory Seminary and then studied theology in Rome. 
He attended the Pontifical North American College 
with John R. Quinn of San Diego who later would 
be his archbishop and life-long friend and fellow 
Oklahoman Charles Schettler. After his ordination 
in 1954, he served in numerous parishes and at 
one time taught at Saint Francis de Sales Semi-
nary in Oklahoma City. He was named chancellor 
of the archdiocese in 1980 and vicar general from 
1984-1996. His quiet wisdom and grace were a 

constant that inspired admiration from the 
clergy.

While a he carried a dignified air, he 
is fondly remembered for his self-dep-
recating wit and dry sense of humor. 

When asked how many 
people Saint Joseph 
in Union City held 
(where he was pastor 
from 1982-2004), he 
responded, “It sleeps 
about 300.” A gifted 
storyteller, his knowl-
edge of the history and 
workings of the arch-
diocese was encyclo-
pedic. He had been 
involved in the 1960s 
with Bishop Reed’s 
“Little Council,” which 
pioneered joint lay and 
clergy cooperation in 
governing the diocese. His accomplishments were 
many, which he spoke of rarely, but his recollec-
tions were vivid and always thoughtful.

This kind and gentle cleric touched many lives 
during his life of service with a keen intellect and 
an ability to never take himself too seriously. Fa-
ther Steichen departed from this life on March 3, 
2006.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Fr. John Steichen

Pilgrimages
Pilgrimage to EWTN Studios

Join Dcn. Larry Sousa and Fr. 
Christopher Brashears on a pil-
grimage to EWTN Studios Sept. 
23-28. Includes Subiaco, Little 
Rock, Memphis, Mississippi River 
Dinner Cruise, Ave Maria Grotto, 
Shrine of the Blessed Sacrament, 
EWTN studios and a live taping of 
EWTN Live! Daily Mass, five break-
fasts, four lunches and five din-
ners, lodging, luxury motorcoach 
and all admissions. $200 deposit. 
Call (405) 293-2003 or visit www.
travelovertures.com.

Pilgrimage to Poland, Prague, 
Vienna

Join Fr. Rick Stansberry on a 
pilgrimage tour of Poland, Prague 
and Vienna, featuring time in 
Warsaw, Czestochowa, Wado-
wice and Krakow with an optional 
extension to Medjugorje. The tour 
will be July 28 - Aug. 7. The cost is 
$3,723 pp., includes airfare from 
OKC on Delta. The spiritual direc-
tor will receive no compensation of 
fees. Contact Mariam Daly (405) 
596-7086, Best Catholic Pilgrimag-
es at (800) 908-2378, or visit info@
religious-travel.com.

Pilgrimage to Greece, Turkey
Fr. Joe Arledge will lead an 

11-day pilgrimage to Greece and 
Turkey Sept. 10-20. Enjoy two 
nights in Istanbul, one night each 
in Kavala, Thessaloniki, Kalam-
baka and Delphi, and four nights 
in Athens. An optional three-day 
cruise to Mykonos, Patmos, Crete, 
Santorini is planned. Visit to 
Ephesus included. Cost $3,500 
pp. Deposit $450 pp with final 
payment due by June 6. Package 
includes roundtrip air from all ma-
jor east coast and Midwest cities, 
daily breakfast and dinners, first 
class hotels, air-conditioned motor 

coach and English-speaking guide. 
Early booking discount. Contact 
John Tagnesi at (888) 544-4461, 
jtag1964@verizon.net.

Pilgrimage to Boston 
Join Fr. Stephen Bird Sept. 12-16 

on a pilgrimage to Boston with air 
transportation from Oklahoma City 
on Southwest. Accommodations 
at the historic Omni Parker Hotel. 
Includes visits (with admission) to 
many religious and historical sites, 
the John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library and Museum and a cruise 
on Boston Harbor. Daily breakfast 
and three dinners included. Cost 
$1,900 pp dbl. occ., single $2,675. 
Deposit of $700 due now to reserve 
a space. Contact Mary Fahy at 
(405) 721-5651, Ext. 158. Spon-
sored by the Secretariat for Divine 
Worship of the archdiocese.

“Faith, Food and Fast Cars” 
pilgrimage

Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, 
O.S.B., presents “Faith, Food and 
Fast Cars in the Heart of Italy.” 
During the 12 days, Sept. 21-Oct. 
2, the group will tour the Lambo-
rghini Museum in Bologna, take 
a cooking class, tour various wine 
vineyards, agri-food parks and 
cheese factories, tour the Ferra-
ri Museum in Modena as well as 
touring locations throughout Italy. 
E-mail Abbot Lawrence at abbot@
monksok.org.

Pilgrimage to the shrines of Italy
Join Very Rev. Boniface Cope-

lin, O.S.B., and Richard Amend 
with St. Ann on a pilgrimage to the 
shrines of Italy Oct. 29 – Nov. 8. 
$3,500 pp, includes airfare from 
OKC, four-star hotels, 15 meals 
and more. Sites include Rome, 
Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi, San 
Gilovanni Rotondo, tomb of Padre 

Pio, Abbey of Santissima Trinita, 
Madonna del Rosario Sanctuary, 
Vatican City, papal audience, St. 
Peter’s Basilica, Christian Rome 
city tour, St. Paul Outside the 
Walls, St. Mary Major, St. John in 
Laterna and more. Contact Richard 
Amend at (405) 721-0747 or visit 
mkt@saintannretirementcenter.
com. 

Pilgrimage to England, Scotland
Fr. Carl Janocha and Fr. Danny 

Grover will lead a pilgrimage to 
highlights of England and Scot-
land, Nov. 5-15. The trip is $3,549 
pp, including airfare from OKC, 
four-star hotels, most meals and 
more. Sites include Stonehenge, 
Salisbury, Bristol, Bath, Stratford, 
Lake District, Edinburgh, York, 
Oxford and London. A $400 depos-
it is required. Contact Fr. Janocha 
at (580) 395-2148, cwjanocha@
kanokla.net.

Holy Land pilgrimage
Join Fr. Jim Goins and Dcn. 

Zachary Boazman on a Holy Land 
pilgrimage to Israel and Jor-
dan Jan. 13-25, 2020. Includes 
roundtrip air from OKC, daily 
Mass, all breakfasts and dinners, 
and two lunches; four-star lodg-
ing, and all admissions. Includes 
Petra, Jerash, Amman, Dead Sea, 
Mt. Nebo, Capernaum, Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, Cana, Jerusalem, Jeri-
cho, Mt. of Temptation, Qumran, 
Tiberias, Magdala, Sea of Galilee, 
and much more. $500 deposit. 
This trip is halfway filled. Call 
(405) 293-2003 or visit www.trav-
elovertures.com.  

To see more pilgrimages, go on-
line to www.archokc.org/
pilgrimages.

Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah 
and Malachi are the famous 12 minor prophets. 
They are referred to as minor because they are less 

extensive than the major proph-
ets, not less important.

Obadiah, the shortest book of 
the Bible, is only 21 verses and 
less than 600 words! 

These books, the minor 
prophets, are rich in messianic 
prophecy, expressions of God’s 
love for all people and his 
calling them to lives of love and 
fidelity. They also try to pro-

mote repentance among God’s people, and others, 
for the offenses against the Lord and the covenant 
in addition to the disclosure of the consequences of 
non-repentance. 

The Old Testament has many prophets, major and 
minor. These minor prophets are great examples 
to all of us that you don’t need to say much but 
you need to say something. We must carry out the 
prophetic mission of communicating God’s Word in 
new and innovative ways, even if we don’t say much 
like Obadiah.

Christ is the greatest prophet and each one of us, 
by our baptism, also share in Christ’s prophetic 
mission. Here are some quotes from the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church on how we, the non-or-
dained baptized, the laity, live out our prophetic 
mission.

785 The holy people of God shares also in Christ’s 
prophetic office, above all in the supernatural sense 
of faith that belongs to the 
whole people, lay and clergy, 
when it “unfailingly adheres 
to this faith … once for all 
delivered to the saints, and 
when it deepens its un-
derstanding and becomes 
Christ’s witness in the midst 
of this world.

904 Christ … fulfills this 
prophetic office, not only by 
the hierarchy … but also by 
the laity. He accordingly both 
establishes them as witness-
es and provides them with 
the sense of the faith and 
the grace of the word.” To 
teach in order to lead others 
to faith is the task of every 
preacher and of each believ-
er.

905 Lay people also ful-
fill their prophetic mission 
by evangelization, that is, 
the proclamation of Christ 
by word and the testimony 
of life. For lay people, this 
evangelization … acquires a 

specific proper-
ty and pecu-
liar efficacy 
because it is 
accomplished 
in the ordinary 
circumstances 
of the world. 
This witness of 
life, however, is not the sole element in the aposto-
late; the true apostle is on the lookout for occasions 
of announcing Christ by word, either to unbelievers 
… or to the faithful.

906 Lay people who are capable and trained also 
may collaborate in catechetical formation, in teach-
ing the sacred sciences, and in use of the communi-
cations media.

907 In accord with the knowledge, competence 
and preeminence that they possess, (lay people) 
have the right and even at times a duty to manifest 
to the sacred pastors their opinion on matters that 
pertain to the good of the Church, and they have 
a right to make their opinion known to the other 
Christian faithful, with due regard to the integrity of 
faith and morals and reverence toward their pas-
tors, and with consideration for the common good 
and the dignity of persons.

The world needs prophets. Together we must con-
tinue the ongoing task of evangelization as prophets 
of the 21st century. Let’s live out our baptismal 
mission and tell the world that Jesus loves them. 
Let’s share the Good News because we also have 
something important to say!
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Michael A. 
Scaperlanda

Chancellor

Q: What do 
you do at the 
chancery for 
the Archdio-
cese of Oklaho-
ma City?

A: The chancellor acts as an 
adviser, consultant or decision 
maker on all important practical 
questions arising in the archdi-
ocese, its parishes, schools and 
other entities. The chancellor 
works closely with the director of 
human resources and pastors to 
develop healthy working relation-
ships between pastors, parish 
councils and finance councils. 
The chancellor also reviews all 
archdiocesan policies.

Q: What are the requirements 
of someone in your position?

A: A law degree and experience 
in organizational leadership and 
administration are essential. The 
chancellor works with outside 
counsel with respect to legal 
issues facing the archdiocese, in-
cluding land transactions, corpo-
rate governance of Catholic Char-
ities and the Catholic Foundation 
of Oklahoma, lawsuits involving 
other entities. The chancellor 
also supervises several depart-
ments at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center. 

Q. What is the favorite part 
of your job?

A: Archbishop Coakley has 
assembled a tremendous team of 
talented individuals who love the 
Lord and dedicate themselves to 
becoming missionary disciples. 
Working with them and getting to 
know so many committed Cath-
olics around the archdiocese are 
the favorite parts of my job.

Q: What’s the most challeng-
ing part of your job?

A: Unexpected issues often 
present themselves on a given 
day. Juggling long-term projects 
with the daily inflow is a chal-
lenge.

Q: How does your job help 
advance the mission of the 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma?

A: The Secretariat for Admin-
istration and Finance, which 
includes the chancellor’s office, is 
the backroom of the archdiocese, 
providing critical practical sup-
port to the archdiocese and its 
parishes as the archbishop leads 
us to be missionary disciples.

Michael A. 
Scaperlanda

ChanCery 
Staff

Meet the The 12 minor prophets have 
something important to say

Not much to say but what is said is very important

EVERY LIFE IS  UNIQUE and deserves to be remembered in a 
special way. Your Dignity Memorial® professionals are dedicated 
to helping you plan ahead for a personal, meaningful final tribute 
that honors the customs and traditions you cherish.

Proudly serving the Catholic community.

honoring traditions, 
strengthening faith. 

Primrose Funeral service
Sunset Memorial Park Cemetery

NoRmaN

405-321-6000   PrimroseFuneralService.com

Primrose
Funeral Service

NoRmaN
PrimroseFuneralService.com

405-321-6000

sunset 
Memorial Park Cemetery

NoRmaN
SunsetMemorialPark-OK.com

405-329-2553

Whole life insurance underwritten by American Memorial Life Insurance Company, Rapid City, SD.

M15498_4954_Primrose_0317_Sunset_Traditions_PNT_5x7_Catholic_C.indd   1 3/26/19   11:26 PM

Day of Reflection
A Day of Reflection for 

people who teach will be 
8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. July 20 
at St. Gregory’s Abbey in 
Shawnee. Cost is $30 and 
includes lunch. Registra-
tion limited to 40. Contact 
(405) 878-5656, retreats@
monksok.org.

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis 
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Jobs Box
Cristo Rey OKC president

Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 
School is seeking a president. 
The school is part of the national 
Cristo Rey Network. The president 
is the chief executive officer, hav-
ing overall responsibility for the 
management of Cristo Rey OKC, 
and must be Catholic. Preferred 
qualifications include: awareness 
of and commitment to Catholic 
traditions of education, service 
and social justice; exceptional 
communication and interpersonal 
skills; proven fundraising and/or 
revenue generating success; sig-
nificant visionary leadership and 
management experience; strategic 
planning experience and execu-
tion capabilities; strong budget 
management skills. The president 
reports to the board. Position 
starts in July. E-mail cover letter 
resume and statement of educa-
tional beliefs and vision for Cristo 
Rey OKC Catholic High School to 
searchcommittee@cristoreyokc.org.

Marriage preparation 
coordinator

The archdiocese is seeking a 
coordinator of respect life min-
istry and marriage preparation. 
This position provides support to 
the director of the Office of Mar-
riage and Family Life Ministry and 
serves as the coordinator for pro-
life ministry and marriage prepa-
ration for the archdiocese. It is a 
full-time position with occasional 
evening and weekend responsibili-
ties. Good oral and written fluency 
in English and Spanish; broad 
knowledge of and assent to the 
Church’s teachings on the sanctity 

of human life; human sexuality, 
marriage and family life a must. A 
degree in theology or philoso-
phy preferred. Send resume to 
nlargent@archokc.org.

Freelance photographer
The Sooner Catholic is seeking 

a professional freelance photogra-
pher to cover events for the news-
paper. Nights and weekends possi-
ble. Rate for shoot varies. Contact 
Dana Attocknie at dattocknie@
archokc.org.

Fundraising coordinator
The Center of Family Love is 

seeking a fundraising coordinator 
to raise funds, improve fundraising 
activities, assist in planning and 
coordinating events meant to raise 
funds and coordinate activities 
of volunteers and interns related 
to event planning and execution; 
maintain complete and orderly re-
cords of donors; build upon exist-
ing donor relationships and form 
new donor relationships. Bach-
elor’s degree in communication, 
public relations, journalism or 
related/applicable area preferred. 
At least two years of fundraising 
experience; deadline driven and 
strong leadership skills. E-mail 
resume to nsanders@cflinc.org or 
call (405) 263-7100.

Parish, resources coordinator
Catholic Charities for the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a full-time parish and resources 
coordinator to serve as consultant, 
educator and supporter for par-
ishes and communities to develop 
and sustain social ministries and 

ecumenical outreach to address the 
needs of the poor and vulnerable. 
Coordinator will provide support 
to the director of grants and donor 
administration to ensure good do-
nor/donation stewardship through 
various database functions. Must 
have degree in a related field; be a 
practicing Catholic with knowledge 
of Catholic social teaching and 
spirituality; at least two years’ ex-
perience in social ministry with ed-
ucation and communication skills. 
E-mail cover letter and resume to 
bsmith@ccaokc.org.

Ninth-grade counselor
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School has an opening for a 
ninth-grade counselor. This posi-
tion requires a state certification in 
counseling and a minimum of two 
years’ experience. The  freshman 
counselor duties include all as-
pects of academic, social and emo-
tional counseling to help 9th grade 
students adjust to their new high 
school environment. This position 
also includes working with the 
admissions team, placement test-
ing and overseeing feeder school 
visits. Send cover letter, resume 
and transcript to Principal David 
Morton at dmorton@bmchs.org.

Business administrator - Tulsa
The business administrator 

oversees and manages all aspects 
of the finances of the Church and 
School of St. Mary in Tulsa, includ-
ing budgeting, collections, monthly 
reports, approval of invoices, tui-
tion and fees management, posting 
of payments, generating account 
statements, account collection 

issues, annual/end-of-the-year 
reports, annual audit, contract 
negotiations, and parish and school 
finance advisors. Apply by June 18 
at churchofsaintmary.com/jobs.

Teacher’s assistant - Yukon
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 

School in Yukon is accepting appli-
cations for a support staff position. 
A teacher’s assistant is needed for 
the full-day 4-year-old pre-kinder-
garten program. Send resume to 
principal@sjnok.org or mail to Na-
talie Johnson at St. John Nepomuk 
School, 600 S. Garth Brooks Blvd., 
Yukon, OK 73099.

Teachers - OKC
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

Oklahoma City is seeking teachers 
for physical education, computer 
lab, Spanish and middle school 
core subjects for the 2019-2020 
school year. SHCS is a PreK-8 
school. Send resume to Adri-
ana Garza at principal@sacred-
heartokc.org or to Sacred Heart 
Catholic School, 2700 S. Shartel 
Ave., OKC 73109. Some positions 
require an Oklahoma certification.

Music director
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking a full-time certi-
fied music director for the 2019-20 
school year. Areas include instru-
mental music, marching band and 
vocal music. E-mail letter of inter-
est and resume to Talita DeNegri 
at tdenegri@mountstmary.org or 
fax to (405) 631-9209. 

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.archokc.org/jobs-box.

Embracing prudence and the necessity of speaking up
A Millennial Journey in Faith

Anamaría 
Scaperlanda  

Biddick 
For the Sooner 

Catholic

Recently, I read a variety of 
responses to the question, “For 
those who used to be pro-choice 
and are now pro-life, what made 
you change your mind?”

Many answers were what I 
expected. From, “I saw my own 
baby at the eight-week ultrasound 
and she already looked like a 
baby,” and “My son was born at 
23 weeks,” to “My friend had an 
abortion in high school, and even 
though everyone around her told 
it was a good choice, she sank into 
a deep depression,” many people 
changed their minds due to their 
experiences, both good and bad. 

Yet, not a small number an-
swered differently. For them, it was 
something a friend or opponent on 
the issue said that first made them 
reconsider their position. Some 
were asked when human beings 
should gain the rights of persons, if 
not at birth; another was asked by 
a pro-life adversary if she had ever 
read what the first feminists said 
about abortion; others were simply 
exposed to more biology.

The political and social discourse 
in our culture often consists of 
throwing words at each other, 

insults that devalue the oppo-
nent coupled with examples that 
“prove” their world view. Amidst 
the breakdown of civil discourse, 
it’s tempting to fall back on the 
words attributed Saint Francis’s 
words, “Preach the Gospel. If nec-
essary, use words,” and say, “The 
way that we live is enough. I don’t 
have to say anything. I don’t have 
to use words.”

While saying less is often a part 
of the solution to the current state 
of social discourse, if we all said 
nothing, many of those former-
ly pro-choice people would still 
be pro-choice. For many of these 
people, the words served as a cat-
alyst for their conversion toward 
seeing the dignity of the human 
person. The full Gospel would not 
be preached without words. The 
questions arise: When is it nec-
essary to use words? When the 
situation calls for it, what words 
do we use?

Developing the virtue of pru-
dence aids me in discerning when 
and how to preach the Gospel 
with words. Prudence, which Saint 
Thomas Aquinas calls the “moth-
er” of the cardinal virtues, requires 

knowledge of “universal principles 
of reason” and “singulars which 
ethical action is concerned,” ac-
cording to Aquinas scholar Josef 
Pieper in his book, “The Four 
Cardinal Virtues.” In other words, 
prudence means that we have 
knowledge of reality as well as of 
moral norms. Knowledge of reality 
necessitates that we must have a 
thorough and real understanding 
of the situation from our relation-
ship to the other person, the con-
text of the discourse, and even our 
own disposition and personality.

For example, my natural dispo-
sition is toward saying too much, 
to trying to convince and convert 
through reason alone. At times, 
in attempts to temper my natural 
inclination, I have said nothing. 
Saying nothing is, at times, ap-
propriate, such as in response to 
someone’s posting on social media. 
Other times, in private conversa-
tion, it is necessary to speak up, 
to question a common assertion 
that is contrary to the Gospel and 
Christian way of life. 

The necessity of speaking up is 
especially true when people ask. 
They’ve looked at your life, they see 

that you live differently, and they 
want to know more. We should give 
a response. Often, when people 
ask me, their question is not asked 
in the “right” way. The questions 
are clumsy and, at times, verg-
ing on rude. They want to know 
more about the faith, but they ask, 
“What age do children receive the 
Sacraments?” They long for another 
child, they want to be more open to 
the life given to their marital love, 
but they have a hard time imag-
ining breaking the cultural script. 
They ask, “Is this your last baby?” 
because they don’t know how to 
ask differently.

Depending on the situation, 
preaching the Gospel with words 
may mean very few words, or it 
may mean more. It may include an 
invitation to “come and see.” Let’s 
preach the Gospel, even when 
words are necessary.

June 16, 2019   7Sooner Catholic

Congratulations!

Class 
of
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Noah 
Alvarado

Chapman 
University

Samuel 
        Arteaga 
 

Oklahoma State 
University

Hayden 
Arthur

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Ian 
         Ballester 
 

University of 
Oklahoma

Matthew 
            Bird 
 

Rose State 
College

Zachary 
           Black  
 

University of 
Oklahoma

Meakayla 
Boda

     
Rose State 

College

Teresa Claire                     
Bowlby

 
Rockhurst 
University

Courtney 
Brierly

Emporia State 
University

Lesli 
Aberle

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Alejandra 
Cisneros

Benedictine 
College

Aaron 
       Copeland 

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Risa 
           Davis 
 

Regis 
University

Oscar 
         Delgado 

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Zoë
      DeVecchio 
 

Rose State 
College

Brendan 
          Duclos 
 

University of 
Oklahoma

Kaysen 
          Fisher  

Northeastern 
Oklahoma A&M 

College

Emma 
          Foster 
 

Oklahoma State 
University

Michael
           Foster 

International 
Theological 

Institute

Maci 
        Capshew 
 

Oklahoma State 
University

Armando 
Guzman

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Stephanie 
 Haynes

Oklahoma State 
University

Donovan 
Heard

Emporia State 
University

Ean 
           Heise 
 

Bethel 
College

Joshua 
         Hooper 
 

University of 
Oklahoma

Erick 
          Huffine 

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Allison 
          Hughes 
 

Emporia State 
University

Reigan 
Hunsucker

University of 
Northern Colorado

Riley 
       Hunsucker 
 

University of 
Oklahoma

Madeleine 
Gallavan

Michigan State 
University

Angelina 
            Ivy 
 

University of 
Dallas

Ashley 
           Jekel  

Southwestern 
Oklahoma State 

University

Brianna
           Jones 
 

Wichita State 
University

Lorenzo
Jones IV

Southwestern 
Oklahoma State 

University

London
Kaderabek

University of 
Oklahoma

Madison 
           Kalsu 
 

University of 
Tulsa

Claire 
 Keupen

University of 
Dallas

Zoe 
         Kloiber 
  

University of 
Oklahoma

Benjamin 
Krodel

University of 
Oklahoma

Samuel 
           Imose 

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Mary Grace 
Lassiter

Emporia State 
University

Jayden 
         Lazzari 
 

Oklahoma City 
University

Lyric
Lloyd

Boston 
Conservatory

Jacob 
           Loflin 
 

University of 
Oklahoma

Katie 
         Lowery 
 

University of 
Oklahoma

Riley
          Lowry 
 

Cowley Junior 
College

Thien-Nhi 
Luong

University of 
Oklahoma

Brenna 
Martinez

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Patrick 
Martinez

Texas A&M 
University

Joshua 
Mathew

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Ray 
Matsumoto

University of 
Tulsa

Hayden
McKee

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Yareli 
Mendoza-Lopez

Wichita State 
University

Isabella
           Lane 
 

Oklahoma State 
University - OKC

Erick 
         Lassiter 
 

United States 
Military Academy

Charlie 
           Lane 
 
Southern Nazarene 

University

Madeline 
Martin

Emporia State 
University

Felix 
 Marquez

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Brookelynn 
Martin

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Michael 
Maloy III

Newman 
University

Mount St. Mary
c a t h o l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l
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Cloie 
Mitchell

Oklahoma 
Christian 
University

Blake 
       Mussman 
 

United States 
Navy

Elizabeth 
           Ortiz 
 

Rose State 
College

   Antonio
           Owens 
 

Saint Louis
University

Ryan 
           Pham 
 

University of 
Oklahoma

William 
Politte

     
Oklahoma State 

University

Mayra 
Quiroz

 
Clary Sage 

College

Frances
Ramos

University of 
Tulsa

Juliana 
Meraz

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Zachary
Roebuck

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Stephanie 
Rojas

    
Oklahoma City 

University

Cedric 
Rollerson

Allen Community 
College

Meredith 
           Ross 
 

Oklahoma State 
University

Gabrielle 
Sanderson

Benedictine 
University

Wesley
          Schultz  
 

Oklahoma State 
University

Syan 
Schweikhart

University of 
Oklahoma

Jennie 
Scroggins

University of 
Tulsa

Abby 
Sewell

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Emily
 Rockers

Benedictine 
College

Sophia
Shepherd

University of 
Puget Sound

Jennifer
Simon

Southwestern 
Oklahoma State 

University

Samuel 
          Sproat 
 

Wichita State 
University

Carson 
          Statham 

Northeastern 
Oklahoma A&M 

College

Abigail 
Staudt

Oklahoma State 
University

Calliope 
Staudt

Unversity of 
Central Oklahoma

Ethan 
           Talbot 
 

Emporia State 
University

Henry 
Williams

University of 
Oklahoma

Hunter 
Williams

United States 
Navy

Daniel 
Shadid

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Kyle 
Woods

William Jewell 
College

Christian 
          Yabut 
 

Wichita State 
University

Mount St. Mary
c a t h o l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l
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Caroline 
Affolder

University of 
Oklahoma

Denzel 
Akuffo

University of 
Oklahoma

Daisy 
Baker

Oklahoma State 
University

Lily 
Barlow

Colorado 
University Boulder

Bradley 
Basey

University of 
Oklahoma

Caden 
Bennett

Oklahoma State 
University

Isabella 
Bice

Oklahoma State 
University

Lena 
Box

University of 
Oklahoma

Michael 
Brooks

Oklahoma State 
University

Derek 
Abeln

University of 
Oklahoma

Braeden 
Buchanan

University of 
Oklahoma

Sydney 
Burke

Rose State 
College

Haley 
Callegan

Oklahoma State 
University

Kailey 
Carnine

University of 
Oklahoma

David 
Carter

Colorado School 
of Mines

Josephine 
Clark

University of 
Oklahoma

James 
Clarke

University of 
Oklahoma

Madeline 
Clarke

University of 
Oklahoma

Mitchell 
Clayton

Oklahoma State 
University

Samuel 
Brown

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Lucas 
Cook

Oklahoma State 
University

Charles 
Covington

University of 
Oklahoma

Jillian 
Cunningham

Oklahoma State 
University

Brandon 
Dang

Oklahoma State 
University

Ethan 
Dawson

Birmingham- 
Southern College

Kristen 
de la Garza

University of 
Kansas

Emmanuel 
DeLoera

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Sophia 
DeMarco

University of 
Oklahoma

Anna 
Doan

University of 
Oklahoma

Emelia 
Cook

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Barrett 
Dolf

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Katherine 
Dupont

University of 
Carleton, Canada

Michael 
Dwerlkotte

West Point

Jacob 
Eckroat

University of 
Oklahoma

Marianne 
Edem

Oklahoma City 
University

Carlos 
Egas

University of 
Oklahoma

John 
English

Francis Tuttle 
Vocational-

Technical School

Sarah 
English

University of 
Kentucky

Madison 
Ernst

Marquette 
University

Vincent 
Doan

University of 
Oklahoma

Keller 
Freeman

University of 
Oklahoma

James 
Fritts

University of 
Oklahoma

Jackson 
Gallagher

Gap Year

Samuel 
Geiger

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Ethan 
Geist

Rose State 
College

Lianna 
Giachino

University of 
Kansas

Saul 
Gibson

Oklahoma State 
University

Julia 
Grantham

Arizona State 
University

Kelyn 
Hancock

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Johnathon 
Hardin

Oklahoma State 
University

Matthew 
Harper

University of 
Oklahoma

Cailin 
Harrington

North Carolina 
State University

Hailey 
Harris

Oklahoma State 
University

Michael 
Feighny

University of 
Oklahoma

Antonio 
Fernandez

University of 
Oklahoma

Mollie 
Evans

Gap Year

Kohlmaier 
Gormley

Oklahoma State 
University

Alexia
 Gomez

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Grace 
Goodrich

Oklahoma State 
University

Elliott 
Gilbert

Oklahoma State 
University
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Evelyn 
Hefner

University of 
Dallas

Jacob
 Helm

Oklahoma State 
University

Christopher
 Hernandez

Work

Harrison 
Huff

University of 
Oklahoma

Thomas 
Hughes

University of 
Oklahoma

Carson 
Iven

Oklahoma State 
University

Brandon 
Jacobs

University of 
Arkansas

Katherine 
Jacobs

University of 
Kansas

Miranda 
Jelinek

Texas Christian 
University

Mason
 Heflin

University of 
Oklahoma

Patrick 
Joyce

Oklahoma State 
University

Joshua 
Jury

University of 
Oklahoma

Peter 
Kierl

Oklahoma State 
University

Michael 
Kincaid

University of 
Tulsa

Brandon 
Knight

University of 
Oklahoma

Harrison 
Kuykendall-Karns

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Carter 
Larson

University of 
Oklahoma

Killian 
Lee

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Daniela 
Lopez

Universidad 
Autonoma de 
Guadalajara

Alexandra 
Joyce

University of 
Oklahoma

Emma 
Love

University of 
Saint Andrews

Julia 
Love

Texas Christian 
University

Janine 
Luevano

Southern Nazarene 
University

William 
Lynn

University of 
Oklahoma

Josie 
Mashburn

University of 
Colorado Boulder

Erin 
McDermott

University of
North Texas

Megan 
McDougall

University of 
Colorado Boulder

Matthew 
Murphy

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Graham 
Murray

University of 
Oklahoma

Sabrina 
Lopez

University of 
Southern California

Corrie 
Naifeh

University of 
Oklahoma

Hanna 
Newby

Auburn 
University

Henry 
Nguyen

Conception 
Seminary

Sang 
Nguyen

Georgetown 
University

Teresa 
Nguyen

University of 
Oklahoma

Tu 
Nguyen

University of 
Oklahoma

Xuan-Nhi 
Nguyen

Dominican Sisters 
of Mary Immaculate 

Province, Texas

Megan 
Nielsen

University of 
Oklahoma

Steven
 Nixon

Oklahoma State 
University

Madeline 
Musgrave

University of 
Oklahoma

Mason 
Oglesby

Gap Year

Aaron 
Olandese

Military

Samuel
Osborne

Oklahoma State 
University

Alexandra 
Parrott

University of 
Oklahoma

Katelyn 
Pierce

University of 
Arkansas

Sophie 
Pilcher

Northern 
Oklahoma College

Vera Grace
Pilcher

Gap Year

Thomas 
Raczkowski

Oklahoma State 
University

Roshan 
Raj

University of 
Oklahoma

Citlali 
Ramiez-Arteaga

University of 
Oklahoma

Ainsleigh 
Rapp

University of 
Oklahoma

Elizabeth 
Ray

Oklahoma State 
University

Rebecca 
Ray

Oklahoma State 
University

Jude 
Offiah

University of 
Oklahoma

Harriet 
Oglesby

Sewanee, 
University of the 

South

Joshua 
Northrup

University of 
Oklahoma

Cassidy 
Potter

University of 
Oklahoma

Parker 
Poarch

University of 
Kansas

Matthew 
Popielec

University of 
Kansas

Mollie 
Pitman

DePauw 
University
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Sean 
Rieger

Oklahoma State 
University

Faith 
Riley

Oklahoma State 
University

William 
Roten

University of 
Oklahoma

Keith 
Ruminer

Oklahoma State 
University OKC

Stanley 
Rupert

University of 
Oklahoma

Alejandro 
Santana

Oklahoma State 
University

Luke 
Schwartz

Duke 
University

Hannah 
Segell

Loyola University 
Chicago

Jorge 
Serna

University of 
Oklahoma

Noah 
Rich

University of 
Oklahoma

Emma 
Shook

Oklahoma State 
University

Nayos 
Sirisoot

King Mongkut’s 
Institute of 

Technology, Thailand

Isabelle 
Strecker

Oklahoma State 
University

Carolyn 
Suarez

Oklahoma State 
University

Patrick 
Sullivan

Texas Christian 
University

Victoria 
Sullivan

Southern 
Methodist 
University

Alexandra 
Sweis

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Meg 
Tebow

University of 
Arizona

Cooper 
Terlip

Oklahoma State 
University

Nicholas
Shivers

University of 
Oklahoma

Christopher 
Thompson

University of 
Oklahoma

Carson 
Tollison

Oklahoma State 
University

Maria 
Torres-Longoria

Oklahoma City 
Community 

College

Christopher 
Tran

University of 
Oklahoma

Jenny 
Tull

University of 
Oklahoma

Vivienne 
Vogler

University of 
San Diego

Casey 
Wade

Oklahoma State 
University

Gage 
Williams

Oklahoma State 
University

Grant 
Wilson

University of 
Oklahoma

Mia 
Thielke

University of 
Oklahoma

Cooper 
Wright

Oklahoma State 
University

Ryan 
Yurich

Oklahoma State 
University

Grant 
Zehrung

Oklahoma State 
University OKC

Andrew 
Wisniewski

University of 
Oklahoma
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Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School
801 N.W. 50, OKC 73118 

www.bmchs.org 

For information on admissions, financial aid, placement 
test, tuition and enrollment deadlines, contact: (405) 842-
6638.

Mount St. Mary Catholic High School
2801 S. Shartel Ave., OKC 73109 

www.mountstmary.org

For information on admissions, applications, shadow visits 
and financial assistance, contact: (405) 631-8865, Ext. 205 
Admissions: dwilson@mountstmary.org.

“The Prayer List: and Other True 
Stories of How Families Pray” by 
Jane Knuth is a book of stories 
that examines how people 
of all 
faiths 
use 
prayer 
in a 
family 
setting. 

Jane Knuth explores an-
ecdotally how families use a 
variety of forms of prayer to 
communicate with God. She 
intersperses her and her extended 
family’s prayer experiences with 
stories she has gathered from 
friends, sometimes even from 
strangers. Using this format allows 
her to consider the examples she 
has found, and each segment ends 
with a suggestion for an entry into 
a prayer journal or to the reader’s 
prayer list.

Knuth’s cousin had bequeathed 
the author’s aunt’s prayer list and 
Rosary to keep alive their family 
tradition of praying for those in 
need. This is the book’s intent: 
introduce the reader to experi-
ences, ideas, suggestions that will 
enhance the spirituality of families 
searching for the most effective 
ways to communicate with God, 
Allah, the universe’s cosmic force, 
etc. 

Whereas much of the book scru-
tinizes how prayer works in fami-
lies, even ones in which prayer has 
long been a forgotten or neglected 
practice, the author focuses little 
on private prayer, communication 

with God that many 
of us use more.

Experience tells 
me that genuine-
ly effective writing 
results from an 
individual’s need to 
think through an 
idea; to think “out 
loud” on paper; to 
answer the ques-
tion ”How do I 

know what I think until I see what 
I say?” Those are a secondary ef-
fect of “The Prayer List.” 

I found myself thinking about 
various forms that praying people 
use in the search to communi-
cate with God. Formulaic prayers 
such as Holy Mass or the Rosary 
provide a community with words 
specifically chosen to set the tone 
for the efficacy of the ritual. The 
recitation or chanting of Canonical 
Hours is meant to allow the par-
ticipants to share the psalmist’s 
efforts to speak to God personal-
ly through poetry. Spontaneous 
prayer often is guided by the Holy 
Spirit. The person praying is not 
always or ever sure what words 
will result, whether spoken aloud 
or “viewed” across the mind’s eye.

Merged with her suggestions, 

Knuth also examines “What is 
prayer, really?” “How does prayer 
work?” At one point an interviewee 
offers an intriguing insight: “God 
wants us to want him.” Is that the 
reason we pray? 

Some people would argue that 
prayer is concrete inasmuch as 
we see the prayers written or we 
speak and hear the prayers we 
choose. Beyond those sensory ex-
periences, prayer invites the par-
ticipant to transcend words and to 
experience spiritual connections 
with the prayer’s addressee, God. 
The author hints at in the latter 
part of the book: sometimes listen-
ing is the more important part of 
our prayer efforts. 

Knuth occasionally realizes and 
affirms that one-way prayer is 
useful, but quiet prayer might be 
more effective. If we only petition 
God with our wants and needs and 
don’t take any time to listen, we 
may miss out on some very im-
portant spiritual connections with 
God.

For some, this book confirms the 
power of prayer in the relations 
families form with the Creator. For 
families whose faith is developing, 
Knuth offers insights into other 
people’s experiences with prayer, 
adventures that could and might 
help advance to deeper faith nour-
ished by prayer.

Richard Rouillard is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Saint Aloysius Gonzaga (1568-1591) was an 
Italian nobleman who lived during the Catho-
lic Counter Reformation. His parents Ferrante 
Gonzaga, the Marquis of Castiglione, Italy, 
and Marta, the Countess of Jana di Santena, 
Italy, were connected to very important noble 
families of the Holy Roman Empire and several 
high-ranking churchmen. 

A new book by Br. Silas Henderson, S.D.S., 
titled “Saint Aloysius Gonzaga, S.J.” has been 
released for Saint Gonzaga’s feast day – June 
21.

This book by Henderson has no illustrations. 
It does have an index and many footnotes. 
There also are three appendices. This book is 
an academic presentation of the life of Saint 
Aloysius, but the reader would notice how it 
flows and catches one’s interest in the saint’s 
life story and of what was going on during his 
lifetime. 

Saint Aloysius was the first-born son and 
heir to the marquisate. At an early age, he 
discerned that God was calling him to a reli-
gious vocation. He had experienced the life of 
a nobleman at various courts of his day, but 
realized he wanted the simple life of a religious, 
which meant giving up his inheritance. He 

started reading spiritual works and practicing 
various penances and other ascetical works 
and devotions. 

Saint Aloysius could not on his own give up 
his title and inheritance and enter religious life 
without the permission 
of his father and the Holy 
Roman Emperor. It turned 
out he had an easier time 
convincing the emperor to 
let him do that than it was 
for him to convince his 
own father.

Ferrante Gonzaga was strongly opposed to 
his eldest son becoming a religious. He asked 
lay and Church leaders to get his son to re-
consider. This did not work. More often those 
leaders ended up supporting Saint Aloysius. In 
1585, Ferrante Gonzaga finally agreed to give 
his permission to renounce his inheritance and 
to enter the Jesuits.

Saint Aloysius went to Rome to enter the 
postulancy and novitiate of the Jesuits. He 
did studies in Rome, Naples, and in Milan. His 
health was not good and he and the Jesuits 
had to make sure he took care of himself and 
not over do his ascetical devotions. He was 
found to be very intelligent and made progress 
in his studies. 

He worked in the various ministries of the 

Jesuits in Rome which included begging or at 
times working in the hospitals. He helped one 
beggar who was ill and caught what he had 
which killed him on June 21, 1591, at age 23. 
Many Jesuits and others considered him a 

saint. One of those was Saint Robert Bel-
larmine one of his spiritual directors. 

He was beatified on Oct. 
19, 1605, and canonized 
on Dec. 31, 1726.

Br. Silas Henderson, 
S.D.S., is the author of 
four other books and sev-
eral articles. In this book 
he includes quotes from 
letters of Saint Aloysius to 
his family members and 
others. He quotes some 
of the early biographies of 

Saint Aloysius like the 1606 biography by Virgil 
Cepari, S.J., who knew Saint Aloysius and an-
other biography by a another Jesuit who knew 
the saint too, Jerome Piatti, S.J. 

The book is highly recommended to those in-
terested in biographies of saints and of a young 
adult who gave up his inheritance for the love 
of God. 

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., Saint Gregory’s 
Abbey, Shawnee, is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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St. Aloysius Gonzaga: an Italian nobleman

Nourishing family through prayer

Sister 
Helen Bar-
rett (Nellie 
June), the 
youngest of 
five children 
in the family 
of Thomas 
Martin and 
Nellie Ag-
nes Hallacy 
Barrett, was born Sept. 22, 
1932, in Weir, Kan. She 
entered eternal life May 27, 
2019, at the Wichita Center 
of the Congregation of Saint 
Joseph in Wichita. 

She entered the Congrega-
tion of Saint Joseph in 1953. 
She received the habit on 
March 19, 1954, first profes-
sion July 26, 1956, and final 
profession July 26, 1959. 
From Saint Mary of the 
Plains College in Dodge City 
she received her bachelor’s 
degree followed by a master’s 
in business administration 
from Kansas State College in 
Pittsburg, Kan.

From 2001-2006, she 
ministered at Holy Family in 
Lawton before retiring.

The Mass of Christian 
Burial was May 31 with 
interment in Mount Saint 
Mary’s Cemetery.

By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 
The Sooner Catholic

By Richard Rouillard 
The Sooner Catholic

Sr. Helen 
Barrett

Sr. Helen Barrett

Quo Vadis Days 2019
Quo Vadis Days is a four-day/three-night retreat July 28-31 for young men in high school and college at the Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Catholic Youth Camp near Wellston. The retreat will help equip young men with the tools and opportunities to prayerfully discern God’s 
will for their lives. Space is limited. Register at qvdays.org or call the vocations office at (405) 721-9351.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

¡Regocíjense y estén contentos!

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

En los últimos números del Sooner Catholic, 
presentamos a cada uno de los cinco jóvenes 
que se preparan para la ordenación al sacerdo-
cio este verano. El sábado 29 de junio, mien-
tras la Iglesia universal celebra la solemnidad 
de los santos Pedro y Pablo, tendré el privilegio 
de ordenar a estos cinco hombres como sacer-
dotes de Jesucristo para la Arquidiócesis de la 
Oklahoma City.

¡Qué gran 
día para una 
ordenación 
mientras cele-
bramos a estos 
dos grandes 
apóstoles que 
se dedicaron 
a Cristo y a 
su Pueblo! 
Pregúntele a 
cualquier obis-
po y él le dirá 
que una orde-
nación es uno 
de los privile-
gios y respons-
abilidades más 
asombrosos 
que viene con 
el oficio epis-
copal. Ordenar 
un sacer-
dote es como 
engendrar un 
hijo. Es una 
experiencia 
de paterni-
dad espiritual 
como ninguna 
otra. ¡Un sac-
erdote es un 
sacerdote para 
siempre!

Los diáconos 
Will Banows-

ky, Zac Boazman, John Herrera, Alex Kroll y 
Jerome Krug comenzarán su ministerio sacer-
dotal entre nosotros este verano. Durante su 
sacerdocio, servirán en toda la arquidiócesis 
en una variedad de funciones. Serán pastores, 
capellanes, maestros, confesores y padres es-
pirituales. Bautizarán y sanarán. Proclamarán 
el Evangelio y celebrarán la Eucaristía.

Estos cinco hombres han recorrido este cami-

no con el apoyo 
de muchas perso-
nas, comenzando 
con sus padres y 
sus familias. Han 
estado acompaña-
dos por feligreses, 
amigos, pastores 

y formadores 
de seminarios que los han animado, desa-
fiado, guiado e inspirado. El costo de su 
educación y formación para el sacerdocio 
ha sido proporcionado por los fieles de la 
arquidiócesis. Tal ocasión, entonces, es mo-
tivo para que toda la iglesia se regocije.

Estos son tiempos difíciles para los sac-
erdotes y para todos los católicos. Estoy 
agradecido por la fe audaz y la generosidad 
de estos jóvenes que emprendieron su viaje 
en esos momentos. Ruego que su testimo-
nio, su alegría y sus vidas santas animen a 
muchos otros jóvenes a explorar la posibili-
dad de que Dios también los esté llamando 
al sacerdocio. Rezo para que su respuesta 
al llamado de Dios inspire a todos los que 
se encuentren para abrazar una vida de 
generoso discipulado misionero.

Para cada sacerdote, la ocasión de una 
ordenación nos ayuda a renovar la gra-
cia de nuestro propio día de ordenación 
con toda su alegría, su esperanza y su 
santo temor. Ese día, recé una oración a 
San Hilario, quien también la rezó cuando 
comenzó su ministerio: “Mientras desplega-
mos nuestras velas de fe confiada y nuestra 
declaración pública ante ustedes, llénalos 
con el aliento de tu Espíritu, para que nos 
guíe al comenzar esta ruta de proclamación 
de tu verdad. Se nos ha prometido, y el que 
hizo la promesa es digno de confianza: pida 
y le se le dará; busca y encontraras; Llama, 
y   se le abrirá.”

¡Amén!

Diácono
William Banowsky

Diácono
Zachary Boazman

Diácono
John Herrera

Diácono
Alexander Kroll

Diácono
Jerome Krug

5 hombres para ser 
ordenados al 
sacerdocio

junio 
29

Saint Mark the Evangelist
Catholic Church
Norman, OK

Papa: La educación católica es clave para luchar 
contra la indiferencia

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO – El 
individualismo y el consumismo 
disminuyen las reglas más básicas 
de la coexistencia y desafían los 
principios de cooperación y enten-
dimiento mutuo promovidos por 
la educación católica, dijo el papa 
Francisco.

“La cultura de la indiferencia, 
que envuelve las relaciones entre 
individuos y pueblos, así como 
el cuidado de la casa común, 
también corroe el sentido del 
humanismo”, dijo el papa en un 
mensaje de video del 8 de junio a 
los participantes de una confer-
encia de tres días patrocinada por 
la Oficina Internacional de Edu-
cación Católica.

Se necesita una “sinergia de las 

diversas realidades educativas” 
para enfrentar este desafío, dijo el 
papa, y en particular se requiere 
trabajar con las familias donde 
“se aprende a salir de sí mismo 
y ‘a ponerse delante del otro, a 
escuchar, a compartir, a sopor-
tar, a respetar, a ayudar, a vivir 
juntos’”.

El congreso internacional se en-
focó principalmente en la encíclica 
“Laudato Si” del papa Francisco y 
en la contribución de las escuelas 
católicas del mundo para educar 
sobre la solidaridad, el humanis-
mo y la salvaguardia de la natu-
raleza.

Las instituciones educativas 
católicas, dijo el papa Francisco 
en su mensaje, están llamadas 
a construir un humanismo que 
“propone una visión de la sociedad 
centrada en la persona humana y 

sus derechos inalienables capaz 
de inculcar un alma en el mismo 
progreso económico, para que se 
dirija a la promoción de cada (per-
sona)”.

“Esta perspectiva humanista hoy 
no puede dejar de incluir la edu-
cación ecológica, que promueve 
una alianza entre la humanidad 
y el medio ambiente, en los difer-
entes niveles del ‘equilibrio ecológi-
co: el interior con uno mismo, el 
solidario con los demás, el natural 
con todos los seres vivos, el espiri-
tual con Dios’”, dijo.

Al aplaudir los esfuerzos de 
los participantes de la conferen-
cia para desarrollar un enfoque 
humanista de la educación, el 
papa dijo que era un desafío difícil, 
“que no ha sido abordado solo y 
de forma aislada”, sino que debe 
ser confrontado a través de “una 

obra de discernimiento” y por “los 
grandes testimonios de los santos 
y santos educadores, cuyo ejemplo 
es un faro que puede iluminar su 
servicio”.

El papa Francisco dijo que los 
educadores católicos están lla-
mados a colaborar en “el proceso 
de crecimiento de la humanidad” 
a través de su profesionalismo 
y el testimonio constante de sus 
vidas “para ayudar a los jóvenes 
a convertirse en constructores 
activos de un mundo más fraternal 
y pacífico”.

“De una manera particular”, 
dijo, “las instituciones educativas 
católicas tienen la misión de ofre-
cer horizontes que están abiertos 
a la trascendencia para que la 
educación católica pueda hacer 
una diferencia cultivando valores 
espirituales en los jóvenes”.

Por Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 
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Los 12 profetas menores tienen algo 
importante que decir

No dicen mucho, pero lo que dicen es muy importante

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariado de 
Evangelización y 

Catequesis

Oseas, Joel, Amós, Abdías, Jonás, Miqueas, 
Nahum, Habacuc, Sofonías, Hageo, Zacarías y 

Malaquías son los famo-
sos 12 profetas meno-
res. Se les conoce como 
menores porque son 
menos extensos que los 
profetas mayores, y no 
menos importantes.

¡Abdías, el libro más 
corto de la Biblia, tiene 
solo 21 versículos y 
menos de 600 palabras!

Estos libros, los profe-
tas menores, son ricos en profecía mesiánica, 
expresiones del amor de Dios por todas las 
personas y su llamamiento a vidas de amor y 
fidelidad. También tratan de promover el ar-
repentimiento entre el pueblo de Dios y otros, 
por las ofensas contra el Señor y la alianza, 
además de la revelar las consecuencias de no 
arrepentirse. 

El Antiguo Testamento tiene muchos profe-
tas, mayores y menores. Estos pequeños profe-
tas son excelentes ejemplos para todos no-
sotros de que no necesitan decir mucho, pero 
hace falta decir algo. Debemos llevar a cabo la 
misión profética de comunicar la Palabra de 
Dios de maneras nuevas e innovadoras, inclu-
so si no decimos mucho como Abdías.

Cristo es el profeta más grande y cada uno 

de nosotros, por nuestro bautismo, también 
participamos en la misión profética de Cristo. 
Aquí hay algunas citas del Catecismo de la Igle-
sia Católica sobre cómo nosotros, los bautiza-
dos no ordenados, los laicos, vivimos nuestra 
misión profética.

785 El pueblo santo de Dios participa tam-
bién del carácter profético de Cristo. Lo es 
sobre todo por el sentido sobrenatural de la fe 
que es el de todo el pueblo, laicos y jerarquía, 
cuando se adhiere indefectiblemente a la fe 
transmitida a los santos de una vez para siem-
pre y profundiza en su comprensión y se hace 
testigo de Cristo en medio de este mundo. 

904 Cristo… realiza su función profética no 
sólo a través de la jerarquía… sino también 
por medio de los laicos. Él los hace sus testi-
gos y les da el sentido de la fe y la gracia de la 
palabra. Enseñar a alguien para traerlo a la fe 
es tarea de todo predicador e incluso de todo 
creyente. 

905 Los laicos cumplen también su misión 
profética evangelizando, con el anuncio de Cris-
to comunicado con el testimonio de la vida y de 
la palabra. En los laicos, esta evangelización… 
adquiere una nota específica y una eficacia 
particular por el hecho de que se realiza en las 
condiciones generales de nuestro mundo. Este 
apostolado no consiste sólo en el testimonio de 
vida; el verdadero apostolado busca ocasiones 
para anunciar a Cristo con su palabra, tanto 

a los no 
crey-
entes… 
como a 
los fieles.

906 
Los fieles 
laicos 
que sean 
capaces de ello y que se formen para ello 
también pueden prestar su colaboración en la 
formación catequética, en la enseñanza de las 
ciencias sagradas y en los medios de comuni-
cación social.

907 Tienen el derecho, y a veces incluso el 
deber, en razón de su propio conocimiento, 
competencia y prestigio, de manifestar a los 
pastores sagrados su opinión sobre aquello que 
pertenece al bien de la Iglesia y de manifestarla 
a los demás fieles, salvando siempre la integri-
dad de la fe y de las costumbres y la reverencia 
hacia los pastores, habida cuenta de la utilidad 
común y de la dignidad de las personas. 

El mundo necesita profetas. Juntos debemos 
continuar la tarea de la evangelización como 
profetas del siglo XXI. Vivamos nuestra misión 
bautismal y digamos al mundo que Jesús los 
ama. ¡Compartamos la Buena Nueva porque 
también tenemos algo importante que decir!

Lea la nueva carta pastoral del 
Arzobispo Coakley

La nueva carta pastoral del Ar-
zobispo Coakley, “¡Vayan y Hagan 
Discípulos! Construyendo una 
Cultura de Conversión y Discip-
ulado para la Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City”, presenta la visión 
de la Arquidiócesis hasta el 2030. 
Lea la carta o descargue una copia 
en archokc.org/2030. 

 
Capilla de los Santos Inocentes
 y  la Adoración Perpetua

La Fundación de los Santos Ino-
centes está buscando más adora-
dores para la Capilla de los Santos 
Inocentes. Póngase en contacto 
con Toni Harrelson en adoration.
holyinnocents@gmail.com o (405) 
341-2199.

 
Se Necesitan Voluntarios

Se necesitan voluntarios para 
la primera danza annual en de 
honor de Sta. Kateri Tekakwith el 
6 de julio en St. John Nepomuk 
en Yukón. Regístrese en línea en 
http://bit.ly/HonorDancevolun-
teer o llame al (405) 721-1810. Ob-
tenga más información en archokc.
org/honordance.

 Baile de honor de Santa Kateri 
El Arzobispo Coakley invita a to-

dos los miembros de la Arquidióce-
sis de Oklahoma City, la Diocesis 
de Tulsa, las diócesis de otros 
estados, las familias, los danzantes 
nativos y el público a unirse a él el 
6 de julio para asistir a la danza de 
honor de Sta. Kateri Tekakwithuk 
en St. John Nepomuk en Yukón. 
El baile de honor incluirá misa, 
concursos de baile en powwow, la 
presentación de la nueva princ-
esa de Difusión Católica de los 
Indios Americanos y ¡una comida 
increíble! Visita archokc.org/hon-
ordance. Los vendedores pueden 
comunicarse con Susan Callison 
al (918) 931-7514. Regístrese para 
ser voluntario en http://bit.ly/
HonorDancevolunteer.

 
Registro de campamento 
católico abierto

La inscripción está abierta para 
el Campamento Juvenil Católi-
co de Nuestra Señora de Gua-
dalupe. El campamento es para 
estudiantes en los grados 4-12. 
Regístrese en archokc.org/camp o 
llame al (405) 721-9220.

Las reliquias del santo estigma-
tizado llegarán de mayo a junio 
a varias catedrales e iglesias, 
gracias a la Fundación San Pío. 
Las reliquias estarán en la Igle-
sia Católica Christ the King en 
la Ciudad de Oklahoma el 27 de 
septiembre, comenzando a las 9 
a.m. y concluyendo con una MiA-
sa a las 6 p.m. Varias reliquias de 
San Pío de Pietrelcina, mejor con-
ocido como Padre Pío, han regre-
sado a Estados Unidos y Canadá 
después de su exitosa gira de 
2017 a América del Norte. La 
noticia proviene de la Fundación 
San Pio, los patrocinadores ofi-
ciales de esta visita en dos partes 
de 2019 que actualmente está 

programada para el 15 de junio. 
Luego se reanudará el 15 de sep-
tiembre y continuará hasta el 15 
de noviembre. La gira 2017 atrajo 
a más de 500,000 personas a lo 
largo de sus paradas.

Este encuentro incluye la 
veneración de las reliquias del 
santo. Nuevamente en esta 
nueva gira habrá varias reliquias 
del Padre Pio disponibles para 
veneración: el guante de San Pío; 
restos de las heridas de San Pio; 
gasa de algodón con manchas de 
sangre de San Pío; un mechón 
de pelo de San Pio; manto de 
San Pio; y el pañuelo de San Pío 
empapado con su sudor horas 
antes de morir.

Las reliquias de Padre Pio 
llegan a OKC

a Cobertura adicional de noticias y eventos de la Iglesia 
y la arquidiócesis, solo en www.soonercatholic.org.

a Para enviar fotos, información sobre eventos o ideas de 
historias que pueden ser publicadas, envíe un correo
electrónico a tips@archokc.org.
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Briefs

My Easter started with Lent. 
On Catholic radio, I heard a 
lot of explaining of the mean-
ing of Lent, a lot of examples 
of Lenten practices, and a lot 
of exhortation to use Lent as a 
time to build a better relation-
ship with Jesus. From “Catholic 
Answers Live” to “Living Cath-
olic” to “Women of Grace,” and 
many more programs, I received 
challenges and opportunities for 
Lent. In particular, as I pre-
pared to make tuna casserole 
for the Lenten meal following 
Stations of the Cross at Saint 
Charles, I enjoyed Father Don 
Wolf’s nod to this practice as 
part of the traditional devotion 
in “Living Catholic.”

On Easter Sunday, I had a 
grateful and joyous heart, but 
I pondered what resurrection 
meant to me if I really believed 
that Jesus personally paid for 
my sins with His passion and 
death. Was it freedom from 
sin? Transformation? If Christ 
ransomed me, this new life de-
served more than a day’s worth 
of consideration. Truthfully, 
many times my Easter celebra-
tion was Easter Sunday, not 

Easter Season. If I was taking 
my faith as seriously as the new 
Catholics I have heard on “The 
Journey Home,” who leave com-
fortable, sometimes prominent 
lives in other faith traditions for 
Catholicism, then I had to live 
this Resurrection beyond one 
day.

I began to try to conscious-
ly live the Easter Season in 
a small way. Several years 
ago, through Catholic radio, I 
learned about the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet. I prayed the chaplet 
throughout the Easter Season, 
this year by expressing my 
thanks to God on each rosary 
bead for some specific person, 
circumstance, etc., in my life. 
I alternated by the decade, 
my prayers of gratitude with 
prayers of petition for people 
that needed my prayers. That 
has been great. There is nothing 
like gratitude to make you feel 
joy. My prayer petitions pro-
duced a bonus: I have purpose 
in praying for others.

There is more than I can 
share here, but I have partic-
ipated in the Easter Season. I 
think it is listening to Catholic 
radio that has prodded me to 
want more. Now, I am all ears 
to revisit Pentecost. What about 
you?

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Oklahoma Catholic Radio Stations
KKNG 97.3 FM

OKC
KPIM 94.9 FM

Tulsa

Listen online at 
www.OKCR.org

KMAC 90.3 FM - Antlers
KFWG 98.3 FM - Clinton
KPFS 100.7 FM - Elk City

KIOP 88.3 FM - Prague
KOGD 107.1 FM - Shawnee

KHDD 99.3 FM - Spanish in OKC

KPIM 102.9 FM - Broken Arrow
KSMJ 100.9 FM - Edmond
KOEG 88.3 FM - Lawton

KEUC 104.9 FM - Ringwood
KFPP 93.3 FM - Woodward

KRGU 97.7 FM - Spanish in Del City

Read Archbishop Coakley’s new 
pastoral letter 

Archbishop Coakley’s new pas-
toral letter, “Go Make Disciples! 
Building a Culture of Conversion 
and Discipleship for the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City,” lays out 
the vision for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City through 2030. 
Read the letter or download a copy 
at archokc.org/2030. Print copies 
available at parishes. 

Volunteers needed
Volunteers are needed for the 

first archdiocesan St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha Honor Dance July 6 
at St. John Nepomuk in Yukon. 
Sign up online at http://bit.ly/
HonorDancevolunteer or call (405) 
721-1810. 

St. Kateri Honor Dance 
Archbishop Coakley invites 

everyone from the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, the Diocese of 
Tulsa, dioceses from other states, 
families, native dancers and the 
public to join him July 6 for the 
St. Kateri Tekakwitha Honor 
Dance at St. John Nepomuk in Yu-
kon. The honor dance will include 
Mass, powwow dancing contests, 
the presentation of the new Amer-
ican Indian Catholic Outreach 
princess and amazing food! Visit 
archokc.org/honordance. Vendors 
can contact Susan Callison at 
(918) 931-7514. 

Suicide prevention training 
Catholic Charities encourag-

es parishioners to participate in 
mental health awareness training. 
QPR is a free one-hour suicide 
prevention training that provides 
three simple steps to reach some-
one who may be feeling hopeless. 
Professional counseling available. 
Contact St. Joseph Counseling 
Center at (405) 524-0969.

Suicide grief support group
A support group for those who 

have lost someone to suicide meets 
at St. Francis in OKC on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 
p.m. in the Meerschaert House, 
north of the church. The gather-
ing is in a caring atmosphere to 
remember loved ones. Call (405) 
528-0485.

Golf Classic
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is hosting the annual Pete 
Cordova Golf Classic June 18 at 
Jimmie Austin Golf Club. Registra-
tion begins at 11 a.m.; tournament 
begins at 12:30 p.m. Teams and 
individuals invited to attend. Reg-
ister at mountstmary.org or call 
Chris Stiles at (405) 990-1806.

Day of Reflection
“The Eucharist: The Sacrament 

of Transformation” by Fr. Boniface 
Copelin, O.S.B. is 8:30 a.m. – 3 
p.m. June 22 at St. Gregory’s Ab-
bey in Shawnee. Cost is $30 and 
includes lunch. Contact (405) 878-
5656, retreats@monksok.org.

Clancy’s All Sports Golf Classic
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School will host the 2019 
golf tournament June 24 at Twin 
Hills Golf and Country Club. The 
morning session is 7 a.m. – Noon; 
afternoon session is 8 a.m. - 1 
p.m. Lunch provided. Donations 
accepted. Proceeds benefit updat-
ing the sports weight room in the 
field house. Cost $175 pp or $600 
team. Register at bmchs.org. For 
sponsorship information contact 
John Hamilton at jhamilton@
bmchs.org, (405) 842-6638.  

Patriotic Rosary
St. John in Edmond will hold a 

Patriotic Rosary for the needs of 
the country at 7 p.m. June 27 in 
the sanctuary. Contact the parish 
office at (405) 340-0691.

Eat spaghetti, save lives!
OK Teens for Life is hosting their 

third annual all-you-can-eat spa-
ghetti dinner/silent auction 5:30 
p.m. – 7:30 p.m. June 27 at Zion 
Lutheran Church, 7701 W. Britton 
Rd., OKC. Advance tickets $10 pp 
or $35 per family. Tickets at the 
door $15 pp or $40 per family. 
Carryout meals available. Contact 
(405) 538-9988, okteensforlife@
gmail.com.

Come and See weekend
St. Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee 

will host a Come and See weekend 
June 28-30. Register at voca-
tions@monksok.org. 

NCCW leadership training and 
development

The Council of Catholic Women 
is inviting all Catholic women to 
join them at the Leadership De-
velopment Program, presented by 
the National Council of Catholic 
Women at 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. June 
29 at the Catholic Pastoral Center 
in Oklahoma City. Cost is $30 pp 
(includes lunch and program ma-
terials). To register, contact Mary 
Ann Schmitt at (405) 650-9674, 
sgmaschm@gmail.com.

Icon writing workshop/retreat
Iconographer Beverly Layton will 

be teaching a week-long icon writ-
ing workshop/retreat 9 a.m. – 5 
p.m. July 8-13 at her home studio. 
No previous experience is neces-
sary. Each student will complete 
a 10” x 12” icon on wood which 
will be blessed in a brief ceremony. 
Students can choose between an 
Icon of St. Joseph or Bl. Stanley 
Rother. Cost $400, includes all 
supplies, instruction and a light 
lunch. Space is limited. To regis-
ter, call Beverly at (580) 678-6745. 

Oblate retreat
St. Joseph Monastery in Tulsa 

will have its annual oblate retreat 
9 a.m. – 2 p.m. July 13 in the 
monastery library. Cost $20, in-
cludes lunch. The oblate book sale 
will be during the retreat. Contact 
AJ Tierney at (918) 746-4223, 
atierney@montecassino.org. 
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June

Feast of the Most Holy 
Trinity.

Father’s Day.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
man. Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com.   

Monthly Novena to the In-
fant Jesus. Nine days of 
novenas to the Infant Jesus 
of Prague. During the nine 
days, the novena prayers will 
be: Monday-Friday following 
Noon Mass, Saturday follow-
ing 5 p.m. Mass, and Sunday 
following 11 a.m. Mass.

Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
School annual Pete Cordova 
Golf Classic at Jimmie Austin 
Golf Club. Register at mount-
stmary.org or call Chris Stiles 
at (405) 990-1806.

Suicide grief support group, 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., St. 
Francis, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

Feast of St. Romuald.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
toral Center. Contact Elaine, 
(405) 358-3610, ccrprayers@
gmail.com.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

Join us  
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KOFC.ORG/JOINUS
join us onl ine today

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
877-707-0752

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Contact me today 
to learn more:Get  connected

To  The  Largest  

Cathol ic  

Brotherhood

Feast of St. Aloysius Gonzaga.

Feast of St. Paulinus of Nola.

Feast of Sts. John Fisher and 
Thomas More. 

Day of Reflection “The Eucha-
rist: The Sacrament of Trans-
formation” by Fr. Boniface 
Copelin, O.S.B., 8:30 a.m. – 3 
p.m. at St. Gregory’s Abbey. 
Contact (405) 878-5656, re-
treats@monksok.org.

Feast of the Most Holy Body 
and Blood of Christ (Corpus 
Christi).

Feast of the Nativity of St. 
John the Baptist.

Feast of St. Cyril of 
Alexandria.

OK Teens for Life spaghetti 
dinner/silent auction 5:30 
p.m. – 7:30 p.m. at Zion 
Lutheran Church, 7701 W. 
Britton Rd., OKC. Contact 
(405) 538-9988, okteensfor-
life@gmail.com.

Patriotic Rosary for the needs 
of the country at 7 p.m. June 
27 at St. John, Edmond.

Feast of the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus.

Come and See weekend June 
28-30 at St. Gregory’s Abbey 
in Shawnee. Register at voca-
tions@monksok.org.

Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul.

National Council of Catholic 
Women leadership training 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center. Contact 
Mary Ann Schmitt, (405) 
650-9674, sgmaschm@gmail.
com.
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THEO 3003: Christian
Morality & Social Issues

Dr. Alexander Schimpf
Tuesdays, 6-9 p.m.

August 27-December 10
Catholic Pastoral Center

 

Topics include: 
Conscience, Natural Law, 10 Commandments,
Beatitudes, Virtue, Vice, Formal vs. Material

Cooperation, Ignorance, Double effect
 

To register, contact Cecilia Grimes: 405-721-
4208 or CGrimes@ArchOKC.org
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Dad with Down syndrome inspires his son

“I come from a very devout fami-
ly. I have memories of praying the 
Rosary with my family and going 
to the adoration chapel at Saint 
Monica. My parents would invite 
priests over and I think that was 
really powerful for me.”

He attended homeschool un-
til high school when he entered 
Mount Saint Mary Catholic High 
School in Oklahoma City.  

“I had a kindergartner’s love of 
school at 14. I was excited to have 
a backpack and a pencil bag. I’m 

sure I annoyed the other stu-
dents.”

It was at The Mount that Krug 
met a group of friends who would 
keep him connected to his faith 
and bolster his prayer life.

“A friend started inviting me to 
daily Mass or to go pray at the 
chapel. We were praying one time 
after soccer practice, and I remem-
ber leaning over and saying, ‘What 
are you praying?’ He said, ‘I’m just 
talking about my day.’ I remember 
that blowing my mind. I thought 
I could do that. I started going to 
daily Mass and praying more.” 

After realizing he wanted to go 

to seminary, he turned 
down a dream internship 
in Washington D.C., his 
senior year. He applied 
and was accepted as a 
seminarian in the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City 
and enrolled at Concep-
tion Seminary College in 
Missouri. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree in phi-
losophy at Conception and 
then asked to continue his 
studies at the Pontifical 
North American College in 
Rome. He recently earned 
a bachelor’s degree in sa-
cred theology at PNAC and 
is working over the next 
year on a specialized cur-
riculum with an emphasis 
on marriage and family.

“For someone who grew 
up in Edmond and whose 
extent of traveling was 
taking road trips to see 
his grandma in New York, 
moving to Rome has been 
more challenging than expected 
and more beautiful. It has allowed 
me to do mission work in India 
and Africa; things I never imag-
ined,” Krug said.

This past September, Krug was 
able to bring his family to Europe 
for the first time to be with him for 
his diaconate ordination at Saint 
Peter’s Basilica. 

“To share it with them and show 
them my favorite parts was won-
derful.” 

Now age 26, Krug will be or-
dained a priest on June 29 at 
Saint Mark in Norman.

“It’s kind of surreal. They’ve 
always been somebody else’s or-
dination!” he said. “Any life call is 
huge and being entrusted with this 
call can be overwhelming. But, I 
know I have a gift to be able to love 
Jesus’ people the way Jesus loves 
me. I focus on that and all of the 
anxiety fades away.” 

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner 
Catholic.

the things that I am proud of is when he in-
troduces me to a new person for the first time, 
and he says, ‘My son is a doctor.’ You can 
see the pride and joy in his eyes. It’s like he’s 
saying: ‘I have Down syndrome, but I raised my 
son and did everything to help him become a 
doctor who treats people. I’m proud of him.’”

Clearly, Issa and his wife were able to provide 
a more than adequate environment for their 
son to grow up healthy, happy and smart. 

In Sader Issa’s own words, “A child who 
grows up in the lap of a person with Down 
syndrome will have all the love and tenderness 
that anyone can offer. This will lead to a person 
who is emotionally and socially well balanced 
and is able to achieve anything he wants. 
… When you see a person, perceived by the 
community as a vulnerable person or a person 
who is dependent on the community, who is 
working hard and trying to do everything to 
secure everything I need as a small kid … This 
will, of course, push me to do all I can to be the 
best person (I can be).”

A husband and a friend
Jad Issa not only has been a good father; 

according to his son, he also has been a good 
husband. In his relationship with his wife, 
“They may disagree sometimes, or not. They 
have a life full of love, simplicity and humility 
in all respects.” In short, Sada Issa said their 
relationship is like that of any other couple.

Outside the home, Issa has been working at a 
local wheat mill for 25 years, and he has good 
relations with his neighbors and co-workers.

“His social relations are simple and pure 
because he loves everyone and anyone, and in 

return, all people love and respect him, and 
treat him like any ordinary person,” Sader Issa 
explained.

Re-examining what Down syndrome means
All of this should make us think twice. When 

most people think of Down syndrome, they 
think of a life full of mental and physical dis-
abilities, of social isolation, of total dependence 
on other people’s care, of being a burden. … In 
short, a life they consider not worth living. This 
is so common a view that in many countries, 
children prenatally diagnosed with Down syn-
drome are aborted.

Yet, this view is profoundly and tragically 
mistaken in at least two ways:

The first is the assumption that people with 
Down syndrome are doomed to misery. In real-
ity, people with this condition can have a wide 
range of abilities. Jad Issa is clearly on the 
high end of the range of functionality, and the 
fact that he was able to have a son is highly 
exceptional. 

However, in reality there’s no way for us to 
know ahead of time what a person with Down 
syndrome – or anybody else, for that matter, 
with or without disabilities, money, social 
privilege, etc. – will be able to achieve. Abortion 
means cutting off any possibilities, ending a life 
out of fear and misunderstood mercy. 

Again, Sader Issa said it best: “As a child who 
grew up with a father with Down syndrome, I 
know exactly how pure hearted and loving they 
are, but also that they have ambition and drive 
and deserve a decent life and do not deserve to 
be aborted.” 

In the video, he added, “For many people, 
the idea of a woman pregnant with a baby with 
Down syndrome may be the worst scenario. … 

If my grandmother was convinced of this idea, I 
wouldn’t be here with you.”

The second way this view is misguided is the 
idea that the life of a person who isn’t able to 
function as well as Jad Issa – someone who is 
truly dependent on others due to disabilities 
and may never have the joy of being a husband 
or father – is a life not worth living. This atti-
tude is profoundly inhuman because the value 
of each person isn’t what they can do, but who 
they are: a human being, deserving of love and 
care, and of the opportunity to develop what-
ever possibilities they have as limited as they 
may be.

As Christians, we recognize in every human 
being the image and likeness of God. Some-
times it’s an image that reminds us of Christ 
during the Transfiguration, radiant with power 
and goodness; other times, it’s the image of 
Christ on the cross, wounded, rejected and dy-
ing. Jesus told us (Mt 25:40-45) that what we 
do to those in need, we do to him. 

People who are disabled, sick, or disadvan-
taged, are an opportunity God sends us to 
learn how to love, and to do so with greater 
purity of intention.

We need to build a culture where every child 
who is conceived is accepted and welcomed 
as a mystery whose future potential only God 
can foresee; a society in which frightened and 
confused parents don’t feel they need to face 
an uncertain future alone, without support or 
the necessary resources. Our task is to love 
every child and to help them develop their full 
potential, as great or as small as that may turn 
out to be, not to cut their life short because we 
lack the vision to recognize their value or the 
generosity to give them a chance.

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

Dcn. Jerome Krug with his family after his diaconate ordination in September 
2018 in Rome. Photos provided.


