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Go Make Disciples

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

continued on page 3

“I always end up blessed”

More than 450 women gathered 
at the Embassy Suites in Nor-
man on Feb. 23 for the 12th 

annual Oklahoma Catholic Women’s Con-
ference. Women attended from throughout 
the state, including from Tulsa, Wood-
ward, Altus, Ada, Weatherford, Ponca City, 
Stillwater, Enid, Del City and Oklahoma 
City. 

 “Being surrounded by 500 women in 
adoration and hearing them chant and sing 
during benediction was especially moving 
and powerful,” said Lisa McKelvey, develop-
ment chairwoman for the conference. 

 Participants enjoyed Mass with Bishop 
David Konderla of the Diocese of Tulsa as 
well as adoration, reconciliation, a guided 
Holy Hour, vendors and a variety of speak-
ers. 

American Indian Catholic Outreach accepting 
applications for princess 

The American Indian Cath-
olic Outreach office for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking its first princess. The 
new princess will begin her reign at 
the Saint Kateri Tekakwitha Honor 
Dance on July 6 in Oklahoma City. 
She will help evangelize and re-evan-
gelize American Indian people by 
spreading the Gospel message of 
Jesus Christ; visit Catholic schools 

within the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City to help celebrate and teach 
about American Indian cultures 
and spiritual traditions within the 
context of the Catholic Church; 
represent the AICO at powwows 
throughout Oklahoma; and promote 
and adhere to the teachings of the 
Catholic Church. Each candidate 
must submit an application with a 
biography and 5x7-inch photo in 

regalia by March 15. She also may 
include certificates, letters of rec-
ommendation, current school report 
cards, newspaper clippings and/
or additional information about her 
accomplishments. Qualifications for 
princess and an application can be 
found at www.archokc.org/honor-
dance. Contact Deacon Roy Callison, 
AICO coordinator, at (918) 822-
3255, rcallison@archokc.org.

Deadline March 15

Lorryn McGarry, emceed the Oklahoma Catholic Women’s conference on Feb. 23 in Norman. Inset: Partici-
pants heard from a variety of speakers and were able to go to confession. Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

Bishop Konderla used his homily 
to explore the life of Saint Polycarp, 
whose feast day fell on the day of the 
conference. 

“Central to a martyr’s wit-
ness,” he said, “is the courage 
they have to do what they’re 
doing, maybe with their knees 
shaking, maybe crying,” 

Bishop Konderla employed 
the life of Blessed Stanley Roth-
er as an added example. “The 
shepherd did not run,” he said. 

“Knowing you will not buck 
to any fear, not give anything 
away is a tremendous freedom 
and great power, a calm and a 
peace that allows one, even in 
the midst of facing challenges 
and threats, to be at peace at 
a deeper level of the heart; Jesus I 
trust in you.”

Mary Amore, author, editor and 

co-contributor of “Every Day with 
Mary,” a daily devotional recently 
published by Our Sunday Visitor, 
presented two talks. 

One was titled, “Eucharist: Path-
way to Transformation, Healing and 
Discipleship.” Amore discussed how 

our encounter with the real presence 
of Christ in the Eucharist holds the 
opportunity for change if we open 
our hearts. 

Her second talk, “In the Foot-
steps of Mary” explored the life of 
Mary as a young Jewish girl whose 
fiat changed the course of salva-
tion history.  

Michelle Workman, minister to 
Heart of Mary Women’s Fellow-
ship, a parish-based online and 
annual conference ministry for 
women that is modeled after the 
virtues of Mary, led a Holy Hour 
with the Chaplet of Saint Michael 
the Archangel. 

Woodeen Koenig-Bricker, au-
thor, editor and blogger, led a talk 
titled “Women in the Bible You 

Never Knew.” Here, Koenig-Bricker 
revealed stories behind some of the 

Participants at the annual Oklahoma Catholic 
Women’s Conference enjoy food and fellowship. 
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a The Idea of a Village con-
ference will be 8 a.m. – 9 p.m.  
June 1 at Sycamore Springs 
Ranch Arena, 12754 S. 442 
Rd., Locust Grove. The theme 
is “Friendship in Pursuit 
of the Good Life.” Speakers 
Harrison Garlick, Richard 
Meloche, Marcel Brown, Jar-
ed Staudt and Joseph Pearce. 
Attendees are encouraged to 
read Dr. John Cuddeback’s 
book “True Friendship: Where 
Virtue Becomes Happi-
ness” to provide a common 
basis of understanding for 
the day›s discussion. For 
more information, visit www.
theideaofavillage.com.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

I love Lent. Please don’t misunderstand. It’s not 
that I embrace penance or self-denial more eagerly 
than others do. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak! The disciplines of Lent, of course, do involve 
self-denial. But, these acts of penance and almsgiv-
ing as well as our greater commitment to prayer are 
liberating. 

They are directed toward renewal. Lent is the 
liturgical season that highlights the call to repen-
tance and ongoing conversion more urgently than 
any other. Now is the time to prepare ourselves 
with the whole Church for the celebration and 
experience of new life at Easter. Jesus Christ died 
for you and for me. We only will share the joy of his 
victory if we acknowledge our bondage to sin and 
need for a savior. Lent puts us in touch with that 
deep human and spiritual need.

If we are seeking a deeper conversion to Christ 
and really desire to live as his disciples, it seems 
strange that we eagerly take on penances and 
disciplines during Lent and then promptly discard 
them at Easter. Unfor-
tunately, that is often 
the way we approach 
this penitential season. 
The work of conversion 
will not be complete by 
Easter! Discipleship is 
a lifelong journey and 
year-round way of life. 

The most fruitful 
Lenten disciplines help 
us focus on those areas 
of our life in which 
the Lord is calling us 
to deeper conversion 
and repentance. In 
other words, it is not 
primarily about what 
legitimate pleasure we 
should “give up” during 
Lent, but about what sin we need to repent of so 
that we can follow Christ more faithfully. What 
obstacles need to be removed? What relationships 
need to be repaired, improved or ended? What 
bad habits need to be broken? What virtues (good 
habits) need to be strengthened? Our acts of fast-
ing, almsgiving and prayer open our hearts to God’s 
grace so that we can follow Christ more closely. 

Most Catholics still recognize the importance of a 
good confession during Lent. It is how we prepare 
ourselves for the celebration of Easter. We humbly 
confess our sinfulness seeking divine mercy and 
we experience the liberating grace of reconciliation 
with God and his Church. Unfortunately, far too 
many Catholics approach the Sacrament of Pen-
ance only during Lent. If it is really so beneficial, 
why would we approach it so infrequently? 

The grace of Lent is 
an invitation to make 
permanent changes in 
our lives. How about 
changing our attitude 
toward the Sacrament 
of Penance? Beginning 
this Lent, I invite us 
to approach this great 
sacrament of mercy 
more frequently. Without the grace and healing 
that comes to us through the Sacrament of Pen-
ance how can we experience the deeper conversion 
and spiritual growth that the Lord desires for us? 

Saint John Vianney, the patron saint of priests, 
recognized the importance of this sacrament for 
the renewal of his parish. He spent untold hours 
hearing confessions because he saw this great gift, 
which was being neglected in his time just as it is 
in our own, as the key that would free his people 
from their bondage to sin and lead them to great 

holiness.
By preaching its impor-

tance, praying for his pa-
rishioners’ conversion and 
making himself available in 
the confessional he even-
tually witnessed the fruits 
of a great spiritual renewal 
in his parish. The renewal 
began with the Sacrament 
of Penance, which helped 
people experience God’s 
great mercy and open their 
hearts to the fruitful recep-
tion of the Eucharist and 
an eagerness for the works 
of mercy.

“It is beautiful to think 
that we have a sacrament 
that heals the wounds of 

our souls,” Saint John Vianney exclaimed. 
Why would we not go frequently to receive the 

benefits of this great sacrament? Each of us longs 
for the profound experience of freedom and peace 
that comes from a clear conscience and the experi-
ence of being forgiven and set free from our bond-
age to sin. Saint John Vianney describes the effects 
of this sacrament in just those terms: “The good 
God at the moment of absolution throws our sins 
behind his shoulders; in other words, he forgets 
them; he destroys them; they will never reappear 
again.” 

This Lent, take the longer view. Recognize the 
need for lasting changes and ongoing conversion. 
A commitment to the frequent celebration of the 
Sacrament of Penance will transform that hoped-for 
outcome from a mere dream into a reality.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Take the longer view of Lent

God of goodness and mercy,
Hear my prayer as I begin
this Lenten journey with 

you. Let me be honest with 
myself as I look into my heart 
and soul, noticing the times I 

turn away from you.
Guide me as I humbly seek 

to repent and return to your 
love. May humility guide my 
efforts to be reconciled with 
you and live forever in your 
abundant grace. Transform 
me this Lent, heavenly Fa-

ther. Give me the strength to 
commit myself to grow closer 

to you each day.
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

March 11 – USCCB Pro-Life Committee meeting, Washington, D.C.
March 13-14 – Catholic Relief Services Board meeting, Baltimore
March 15 – Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc. Board meeting, 1:30 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
March 18-19 – Spring Clergy Days, CPC
March 19 – Mass for Feast of St. Joseph, 6:30 p.m., St. Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC
March 21 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
March 21 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee, 1 p.m., CPC
March 23 – Birth Choice Life of the Party Gala, 6 p.m., Embassy Suites Hotel Downtown, OKC
March 24 – Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., Sts. Peter and Paul, Kingfisher

“Our acts of fasting, 
almsgiving and prayer 

open our hearts to God’s 
grace so that we 

can follow Christ 
more closely.”
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Epiphany to host play about Dorothy Day

CAMPAIGN GOAL RAISED TO DATE % GOAL

CHALLENGE GOAL $80,000,000 $81,568,843 102%

ARCHBISHOP COAKLEY’S LEAD GIFTS $20,000,000

$5,000,000

$8,535,000

$13,630,000

$10,950,000

$9,345,000

$15,350,000

$23,719,941

$2,307,621

$10,391,550

$16,159,721

$14,219,623

$4,729,932

$9,998,538

$41,917

119%

ROTHER MUSEUM & PILGRIM CENTER

10 WAVE 1 PARISHES

(Oct. ‘17 - Mar. ‘18)

29 WAVE 2 PARISHES

(Mar. ‘18 - Aug. ‘18)

34 WAVE 3 PARISHES

(Aug. ‘18 - Dec. ‘18)

31 WAVE 4 PARISHES

(Jan. ‘19 - May. ‘19)

COMBINED PARISH CAMPAIGNS

OTHER GIFTS ---- - - - -

46%

122%

119%

130%

48%

65%

“Haunted by God” is a one-woman play about 
Dorothy Day, co-founder of the Catholic Work-
er Movement. The performance will take place 
on Sunday, March 31, at 5 p.m. at Epiphany of 
the Lord Catholic Church, 

7336 W. Britton Rd. in Oklahoma City. Admis-
sion is free. 

Hailed in Sojourners Magazine as a “wonder-
fully uplifting theater experience,” this dramat-

ic portrait tells the story of the 
woman the New York Times 
eulogized as a “nonviolent 
social radical of luminous 
personality.”

Dorothy Day (1897-1980) 
was a powerful woman of im-
mense conviction who found 
herself jailed many times 
when witnessing her beliefs, 
including women’s suffrage. 
In New York in 1933, she 
and a French-born itinerant 
philosopher Peter Maurin 
co-founded the Catholic 
Worker, a living movement 
that has been responsible 
for feeding and housing the 
homeless while maintaining 
a monthly, nationally-read 
newspaper. Today, there 
are more than 100 Cath-
olic Worker houses in the 
United States and around 
the world.

Day spent 47 years 
living with the poor and 
challenging the U.S. 
government to halt acts 
of war. She is known as 
the “mother of the peace 

movement” in the United States and has influ-
enced such American peacemakers as Daniel 
Berrigan and Michael Harrington. She has 
been called “the most significant, interesting 
and influential person in the history of the 
American Catholic Church.”

In 2000, Saint John Paul II granted the 
Archdiocese of New York permission to open 
Dorothy Day’s cause for canonization, allowing 
her to be called a “Servant of God” in the eyes 
of the Catholic Church. Pope Benedict XVI in 
2013, in the closing days of his papacy, cited 
Day as an example of conversion. While vis-
iting the United States in 2015, Pope Francis 
addressed the U.S. Joint Session of Congress 
and made the following observation: “In these 
times when social concerns are so important, 
I cannot fail to mention the Servant of God 
Dorothy Day, who founded the Catholic Work-
er Movement. Her social activism, her passion 
for justice and for the cause of the oppressed, 
were inspired by the Gospel, her faith and the 
example of the saints.”

“Haunted by God” was written by Paul Aman-
des, Lisa Wagner (who also portrays Day) and 
Robert McClory. Directed by Virginia Smith, 
with costume and set design by Daniel Ostling, 
this acclaimed production has been touring the 
United States since May 1990. 

In a review for the Chicago Reader, Maura 
Troester wrote, “It’s not easy to capture the 
spirit of a woman nominated for sainthood, but 
Wagner does it with charm, wit and tremen-
dous faith in the power of her words.”

March 31

Haunted by God
The Life of Dorothy Day

Epiphany of the Lord Catholic Church

7336 W. Britton Rd., OKC
(405) 722-2110

www.epiphanyokc.com

Sunday, March 31
5 p.m.

FREE ADMISSION

By Paul Amandes, Robert McClory and Lisa Wagner

Directed by Virginia Smith

Teresa Tomeo

The Archdiocesan Council of Catholic 
Women is hosting a Lenten retreat with 
national radio host Teresa Tomeo. “Be-
yond Sunday: Becoming a 24/7 Catholic” 
will be March 16 at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center, 7501 Northwest Expressway. 
Doors and vendors open at 8:30 a.m. All 
women of the archdiocese are invited to 
attend. Registration $40 with lunch. Reg-
istration at the door $45 with no lunch. 
Register online at okcaccw.com. Contact 
Mary Ann at (405) 650-9674 or Becky at 
(405) 834-3782.

“Beyond Sunday: Becoming a 
24/7 Catholic”

continued from page 1

188 women named in the Bible 
and discussed their relevancy for 
women today. 

Judith White of Woodward said 
she has attended nearly every 
Oklahoma women’s conference. 
Every year, White brings a group 
of women, including her daughter.  

“I always take something away,” 
White said. “A lot of times I’m not 
really in the mood when I get there, 
but I always end up blessed.” 

Reina Vargas, a first-year par-
ticipant, said the conference was 
“wonderful” and the speakers 
spoke to her heart.

“One speaker in particular had 
perfect timing for Lent,” Vargas 
said. “She talked about using 
crosses, about spiritual transfor-
mation, about not being stuck by 
the past.” 

Vargas said what stood out to 
her was how Mary honored God 

with things that didn’t make sense 
or things she didn’t understand. 
She didn’t question God. She had 
simple faith instead of telling God 
how to do things. She surrendered 
true humility. 

“This conference encouraged me 
so much. It was a real blessing, 
especially as we get ready for Lent. 
I’m so grateful that I was able to 
attend this beautiful event with so 
many amazing women to encour-
age each other as we celebrate and 
grow in our faith together.”

Participants were encouraged 
to bring donations for Sanctuary 
Women’s Development Center, a 
service of Catholic Charities that 
provides resources and support for 
low income and homeless women 
and children. 

Next year’s conference is sched-
uled for March 28 in Norman. Visit 
www.OCWConference.com.

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.

Mary Amore, Michelle Workman and Woodeen Koe-
nig-Bricker were the guest speakers at the conference. 

Bishop Konderla, Diocese 
of Tulsa 
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Chris Stefanick coming to Edmond
April 3

EDMOND – Saint John in Edmond, in conjunc-
tion with other parishes in the archdiocese, will host 
internationally acclaimed speaker and author Chris 
Stefanick for the REBOOT! LIVE! Lenten mission on 
April 3 from 7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

The evening with Stefanick will center on practical 
exploration and understanding of the Catholic faith 
and all the ways it is meant to impact lives, includ-
ing prayer and spirituality, work, dating, marriage, 
parenting, health and more.

Over the past decade, Stefanick has established 
himself as one of the most sought-after speakers 
worldwide. Stefanick’s live seminars reach more 

than 85,000 people each year, and his videos and 
radio spots reach more than one million people 
every month. His educational initiatives are turn-
ing the tide in the Church, authoring what is being 
welcomed as the best confirmation program in the 
English language: “Chosen.”

Due to an overwhelming demand for tickets, event 
promoters have made tickets available on the web-
site www.reallifecatholic.com/reboot. Contact John 
Whorton at (405) 348-0480, Ext. 337, or johnwhor-
ton@outlook.com. More information at https://st-
john-catholic.org.

Live the Life
You Were Made For

a life-changing event

Tuesday, April 2, 2019
11:30 a.m. - Christ the King Parish Atrium

Register Now!

2019
"Into the Deep" 

Lunch

with
Special Guest Speakers

Archbishop Paul Coakley and Jim Beckman

he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep water and lower your nets for a catch...

. . .when they brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him." -Luke 5:4-11

Go online to www.okcr.org/lunch to register!

Archbishop Coakley visits Cristo Rey 
Oklahoma City Catholic High School 
for a school Mass and classroom visits 
on Feb. 8. Photos Chris Porter.

SCHOOL VISIT
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Sulphur mission where 
“everyone knows your name” 

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

SULPHUR – In the mid-1950s, when Catho-
lics were being discriminated against in south-
ern Oklahoma, there arose a need for a “safe 
place” where Catholics could meet and have 
fellowship with like-minded people. Catholic 
parishes provided a home-away-from-home 
for many 
Catholic 
families. 
Based on 
the foun-
dation 
fellowship, 
mission 
churches 
like Saint 
Francis 
Xavier have 
continued 
to build and 
grow. 

As a 
mission, the 
church is 
served by 
priests from 
Saint Jo-
seph Catho-
lic Church in Ada.  

Kathleen Swartz has been attending Saint 
Francis since 1955 and has seen a great deal 
over nearly 65 years. 

“What makes this church unique is that we 

know each other, and we have a spirit of 
fellowship,” she said. “If someone has a 
problem, this parish will do everything 
they can to help them.” 

Rosalina Aglialoro-Hoyle, the secretary 
at the church, said, “Whenever there is a 
need in the church – the laity of the par-
ish simply step forward to help. We have 
amazing parishioners who volunteer when 

there 
is a need 
here at Saint 
Francis 
Xavier. It’s 
an awesome 
feeling!”

Fifteen years 
ago, three mem-
bers of the Agli-
aloro family 
started praying 
the Rosary at 8 

a.m. before the 
8:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass. The rosary 
grew in popularity 
among members of 
the congregation. 
The leader of the 
tradition, Alfred 
Aglialoro, passed 
away in November 

2017, but his effort has inspired many people 
to continue praying the Rosary. Aglialoro’s 
devotion to the Blessed Mother and the Rosary 
inspired parishioner David Richardson to build 
a “Rosary Table,” which greets those who enter 
Saint Francis.  

Aglialoro-Hoyle said she is hope-
ful that in the 
coming years 
the church 
will be able to 
expand and 
build more 
classrooms 
for religious 
education. She 
hopes it con-
tinues to grow 
without losing 
its foundation 
of fellowship. 

Charles Albert 
is a freelance 
writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

700 East Oklahoma
Sulphur, 73086
(580) 622-3780

Pastor: 
Fr. Aaron Foshee

Deacon: 
Deacon Dennis D. Fine

Sunday Mass: 
8:30 a.m. 

SAINT FRANCIS 
XAVIER CHURCH
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Two Franciscan Sisters Beata 
Vinson and Clara Schaff from 
Maryville, Mo., stepped off the 

train in Oklahoma City in the Spring of 
1898 ostensibly to collect money for a hos-
pital project in Maryville. 

The formidable and exceedingly blunt 
pastor of Saint Joseph Catholic Church, 
Father Idephonse Lanslots, would not 
grant his permission for them to solicit 
funds unless some money was used for 
starting a hospital in the burgeoning boom 
town of Oklahoma City. The need was 
acute as people were dying, lacking proper 
care and many from untreated gunshot 
wounds.

In June, Father Lanslots formally re-
quested the Sisters of Saint Francis to 
establish a hospital in Oklahoma City. 
On July 18, two houses were rented, one 
for the sisters and the other for the hos-
pital, and on Aug. 1, the doors opened. 
The facilities were less than adequate as 

there was no gas or electricity, 
and the winter was harsh. The 
decision was made to close the 
hospital until a new facility 
could be constructed. 

Father Lanslots presented his case with 
a group of physicians to the city council 
and was awarded $800. With these funds, 
the land (which had been a cornfield) was 
purchased for $600 on the block where 
Saint Anthony Hospital now stands. The 
extra $200 was put into the building fund. 
The community, regardless of their reli-
gious preference, gave time and money for 
the building of the structure. On Nov. 24, 
1899, Saint Anthony Hospital was com-
pleted and dedicated by Bishop Theophile 
Meerschaert. 

The impact of this institution on the 
landscape of Oklahoma City has been pro-
found. Saint Anthony’s School of Nursing 
served to swell the number of trained and 
licensed nurses until its closing in 1983. 
Countless nurses learned their craft at 
the school and thus gave a much-needed 
boost to the quality of health care in the 
growing State of Oklahoma. SSM Saint 
Anthony Hospital continues to be vital and 
at the cutting edge of medical technology 
as well as maintaining the ministry of the 
Sisters of Saint Francis brought here by 
these dedicated women 120 years ago.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Saint Anthony Hospital

St. Mary Catholic School named 
distinguished school 

LAWTON – Saint Mary Catholic School has 
been recognized as a Project Lead The Way 
(PLTW) Distinguished School for provid-
ing broad access to transformative 
learning opportunities for students 
through both PLTW GatewayTM 
and PLTW LaunchTM. 

The school is one of 426 
schools across the United States 
and one of only three schools in 
Lawton to receive these honors. 
PLTW is a nonprofit organization 
that serves millions of PreK-12 
students and teachers in schools 
across the country. 

“I am so proud of our program here at 
Saint Mary’s,” said Principal Stan Melby. “Like 
PLTW, one of our missions here is to equip our 

students with in-demand, transportable skills 
they will use not only here, but for the rest of 

their lives, no matter what career path 
they choose. We’re so honored to 

receive these designations.”
The PLTW Distinguished School 

recognition honors schools 
committed to increasing stu-
dent access, engagement and 
achievement in their PLTW 
programs. To be eligible for the 

Launch designation, Saint Mary 
had to offer at least two PLTW 

Launch modules at each grade level 
and have more than 75 percent of the 

student body participating during the 2017-
18 school year. To be eligible for the Gateway 
designation, the school had to offer at least 

one PLTW Gateway unit for each grade, have 
at least half of the student body participate for 
the 2017-18 school year and have at least a 
quarter of students advancing to high school 
participate in two or more units during their 
middle school tenure.

“It is a great honor to recognize Saint Mary 
Catholic School for their commitment to stu-
dents,” said Vince Bertram, president and CEO 
of PLTW. “They are a model for what school 
should look like, and they should be very 
proud of ensuring students have the knowledge 
and skills to be career ready and successful on 
any career path.”

For more information about Saint Mary, visit 
www.stmarys-ok.org or call (580) 355-5288. 
For more information about PLTW, visit pltw.
org/our-programs/program-recognition.

A visit from the Archbishop Coakley
Archbishop Coakley visits Blessed Sacrament and St. Mary Catholic 
School for a school Mass and classroom visits on Feb. 6 in Lawton. 
Photos provided.

In October 2013, Archbishop Coakley re-
leased his first pastoral letter, “Go Make 
Disciples.” 

When I was first considering a move to Okla-
homa City, this was one of the first things I 
read. It helped me understand the archbishop’s 
vision for the archdiocese, and what some of 
the pastoral concerns were. 

One of the things I noticed was the time 
frame the letter kept mentioning. In a couple 
places, the archbishop mentioned five years. As 

I came onboard with the archdiocese in August 
2017, I realized that there was only a year left 
in that window. It was time to ask the question, 
“What’s next?”

As that time frame of the first pastoral let-
ter was coming to an end, it was time to start 
planning for the future. Where is God leading 
the Church of central and western Oklahoma 
in the coming years? What are the pastoral 
concerns that we as a Church need to empha-
size?

A number of staff members took up this work 
a year ago and have been pursuing it ever 
since. We have been calling these planning 
efforts Vision 2030. The archbishop wanted to 
look 10 to 12 years into the future. 

It is an exciting time in the archdiocese – 
the beatification and canonization process for 
Blessed Stanley Rother, the launching of the 
first-ever capital campaign (which has prov-
en to be wildly successful), and very fruitful 
results over the past six years with what the 
archbishop outlined as his pastoral plan in “Go 
Make Disciples.”

Those original priorities were the new evan-
gelization, faith formation and Hispanic minis-
try. We have made remarkable strides toward 
those priorities, and many of the objectives set 
out have been accomplished. Most notably, the 
Hispanic ministry efforts have converged with 

the successful capital campaign and subse-
quent building plans for the new Blessed Stan-
ley Rother Shrine.

Vision 2030 has been a progressive process 
of planning for the future. We first established 
a Vision Planning Team with key leaders from 
all over the archdiocese. That group looked 
back to the previous planning that had been 
done since Archbishop Coakley took office. 
That backward glance involved reviewing all 
the input from the previous listening sessions, 

surveys and feedback. There also have been 
several other consultations with the archdio-
cese over the past six years with the Catholic 
Leadership Institute and the Spitzer Center, all 
of which generated a ton of data and feedback 
in regard to the pastoral needs and concerns of 
the archdiocese. 

A number of very clear pastoral priorities be-
gan to emerge. We launched a process to gath-
er new feedback and input on what we were 
finding. Over a six-month period, we met with 
or surveyed 
more than 
70 different 
groups of 
people from 
Guymon 
to Madill. 
Our prima-
ry question 
was, “How 
did folks resonate with what was beginning to 
emerge as a new set of pastoral priorities for 
the archdiocese in the coming years?” 

Then, we took these findings to our priests 
and deacons. Beginning with the annual 
priests’ convocation this past June and follow-
ing up with small group gatherings during the 
summer months, we got some very detailed 
and valuable feedback from clergy. What has 

emerged 
through 
all of this 
process 
is a very 
clear 
set of 
pastoral 
priorities 
for the 

archdiocese that will guide our journey 
into the future.

As Archbishop Coakley has prayerfully 
considered these priorities, he has grav-
itated to one of them as a clear focus for 
the near future – build a culture of conver-
sion and discipleship for the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City. 

To accomplish this, he wrote a new 
pastoral letter this past fall. That letter 
was released on Jan. 25, the Feast of the 
Conversion of Saint Paul. You can find a 
digital copy of the letter online at archokc.
org/2030. New study guides for this docu-
ment are being developed, and we hope to 
have them available soon.

The final phase of the Vision 2030 pro-
cess is YOU! A number of regional gather-
ings have been scheduled in the archdio-
cese this spring. As Archbishop Coakley 
said in his new pastoral letter, “A number 
of pastoral priorities already have been 
identified. I need your input and feedback 
to refine and implement them. In the com-
ing year, I have asked my staff to organize 
a number of listening sessions. I want to 
hear from our people the desires of their 
hearts for our Church.”

The first of these gatherings was held 
Feb. 26 in Enid. It was a great success! 
Nearly 150 people participated. The energy 
in the room was palpable. I hope all of the 
other gatherings have similar participation 

and energy. 
You can find more information about these 

gatherings, and even register for one, at ar-
chokc.org/2030. I hope to see you at one of 

these events in the coming months!

Download 
Archbishop Coakley’s

 pastoral letter at 
https://archokc.org/2030
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Vision 2030: What’s next for the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City?

Real Life Disciples

Jim Beckman
Director of the 
Secretariat for 

Evangelization and 
Catechesis



Father Charles Buckley, O.S.B., 
led the Day of Reflection on 
“Preparing for Lent” on Feb. 23 at 
Saint Gregory’s Abbey. 

Instead of presenting the usual list for 
Lent, Father Buckley invited the group to 
let God teach 
them about 
themselves.

“During Lent 
we make a three-
fold spiritual 
commitment to 
immerse our-
selves more deep-
ly in daily prayer, 
in fasting (which 
he explained 
as separating 
ourselves from 
whatever phys-
ical, mental or 
spiritual obsta-
cles preventing 
a more holistic 
human spiritual 
growth in that 
journey to God), 
and to a more 
fervent outreach in charity,” he said. 

“So, a traditional helpful way of under-
standing Lent is to see it as apprenticeship 
to Jesus in the desert. We go with the Lord 
into the wilderness and we watch him in 
close quarters, imitating him, seeing what 
he saw and enduring what he endured. 
Lent is a place for clarification, stripped 
down, undistracted, and simplified so we 
can ask the Lord these simple questions – 
what am I, what is the purpose of my life, 
and what does God want from me?” 

Father Buckley asked the group write 
down the distractions that dominate their 
lives. 

“When we fast, we become more aware 
of things, our real hunger, which we try 
to satisfy with all sorts of things, it isn’t a 
hunger for food or excitement. It’s a hun-
ger for God. So, during Lent, be aware of 
what hungers have their claws in us and 
to confront them and to substitute prayer, 
good works and almsgiving.” 

Conference participant, Chris Hampton, 
said, “People often say, ‘I’m going to give 

up cake, cookies, Facebook.’ Today, 
has given me more things to think 
about. It’s more about striving to get 
closer to God and spend more time 
in silence and more 
time in prayer.” 

Father Buckley sug-
gested praying the 41 
parables of the Gospels 
with prayerful reading 
to see how these par-
ables apply to us. He 
said to resolve to per-
form and sustain acts 
of love and suggested 
visits to a relative in 
a nursing home, con-
versing regularly with a 
lonely person, mentor-
ing a child, or repairing 
a broken friendship. 

“What you are doing 
is giving the gift of yourself, a 
different type of almsgiving,” 
he said. 

Jackie and Annette Camp-
bell of Blessed Sacrament in 
Lawton said, “Lent is a jour-
ney, and it will change us in 
different ways. We might do 
something different after what 
Father Charles said about 
the list of simplicity and our 
distractions. The main thing 
is to pray and do penance and 
almsgiving.”

“What we choose to do for 

Lent may move aside the curtain on our 
secret sin. So, a fast from food may reveal 
a tendency toward gluttony, shutting off 
the computer or cell phone my reveal a 
demand for constant stimulation, doing 
the opposite of what feels most comfortable 
may reveal a weakness,” Father Buckley 
said. “We lead a life of conversion, it’s a 
lifetime process. And, Lent is a gift to us to 
take part in that process, guided along in 
every step with the loving and patience call 
of God.”

Judy Hilovsky is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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“Lent is a gift to us” 
By Judy Hilovsky 
The Sooner Catholic

ACCW Lenten Retreat
The ACCW Lenten Retreat 

with Teresa Tomeo “Beyond 
Sunday: Becoming a 24/7 
Catholic” will be March 16 the 
Catholic Pastoral Center in 
OKC. Doors open at 8:30 a.m. 
Tomeo is a nationally syndi-
cated Catholic talk show host, 
speaker and author. Cost is 
$40 with lunch; $45 at the door 
with no lunch. Contact Mary 
Ann at (405) 650-9674 or Becky 
at (405) 834-3782. 

Lenten retreat
The Benedictine OKC Ob-

lates of Mount St. Scholastica 
Monastery will host a retreat 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. March 23 at 
Epiphany of the Lord in Bryce 
Hall, 7336 W. Britton Rd., OKC. 
The retreat, “Being Truly Alive: 
A Spiritual Path to Living Fully, 
Simply and with Meaning,” will 
be presented by Judith Valente. 
Cost $25, lunch included. Reg-
ister by March 20. A few schol-
arships available. Contact Ju-
dith Martin at (405) 635-5665 
or jmmartinosb@yahoo.com.

Lenten mission - Edmond
St. John in Edmond pres-

ents a 2019 One Night Lenten 
Mission REBOOT, 7 p.m. – 9:30 
p.m. April 3 with internationally 
renowned speaker and author, 
Chris Stefanick. For registration 
and tickets, visit www.RealLife-
Catholic.com, Stjohn-catholic.
org or call (405) 340-0691.

Lenten silent retreat 
Everyone is invited to go away 

for a weekend Lenten silent 
retreat where they can develop 
their creativity, work on a proj-
ect, discern a direction for their 
life or rest as they grow closer 
to God. The retreat is 9 a.m. 
on April 5 to Noon on April 7 at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center in 
OKC. Meals, lodging and three 
talks provided as part of the 
cost. Contact Katie Gordy at 
(405) 627-6954 or ktgktg1213@
gmail.com.

Be a Lenten Vincentian this year

Throughout the archdiocese, 
Catholics are serving as 
members of Saint Vincent 

de Paul Conferences or Vincentians. 
They visit people in need in groups of 
two, the way Jesus sent his disci-
ples, to meet and talk with people 
who ask for help in their immediate 
community and local neighborhoods.

The help usually consists of one-
time emergency help with rent or 
utility bills after experiencing unex-
pected difficulty, including reduced 
hours at a job or emergency home 
repair.

The Vincentians meet with the 
working poor, seniors living on fixed 
incomes, grandparents unexpectedly 
raising grandchildren, single parents 
raising families and others who need 

help and hope. 
During Lent, other Catholics are 

invited to learn more about the work 
of Saint Vincent de Paul by serving 
as “Lenten Vincentians.” For those 
whose parish has a Saint Vincent de 
Paul Conference, this might include 
joining in prayer and spiritual reflec-
tion; joining a team on weekly visits 
during each of the five weeks of Lent; 
or giving a little more each week to 
the poor box that supports the work. 

For those whose parishes do not 
have an SVdP Conference, Lenten 
Vincentians can find the closest 
conference and offer to serve during 
Lent.  

“The primary role of the Vincen-
tian is not to pay the bills, furnish 
groceries or clothe someone,” said 

Noreen Valadez, president of the 
Archdiocesan Council of Saint Vin-
cent de Paul. 

“The role of the Vincentian is to 
provide loving and compassionate 
interest in individuals. If that inter-
est calls for food, clothing or other 
assistance, so be it. However, it is in 
loving where the contact with Christ 
emerges. That contact with Christ 
is what separates Saint Vincent de 
Paul from other social agencies.” 

More information on Saint Vincent 
de Paul Conferences in the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City can be found 
at svdpokc.org.  

Contact Noreen Valadez, president 
of the Archdiocesan Council of Saint 
Vincent de Paul, at (405) 706-7069 
or svdpokc@yahoo.com.

ALTUS
(580) 482-3367

CLINTON
(580) 323-0345

DUNCAN
(580) 255-0590

HARRAH/MCCLOUD
(405) 343-2938; (405) 964-5606

LAWTON
(580) 355-7837; (580) 704-8012

MIDWEST CITY
(405) 741-0967

MOORE
(405) 314-0414

OKLAHOMA CITY
Epiphany (405) 722-2110

St. Charles (405) 445-0414
St. Eugene (405) 751-7115

St. Francis of Assisi (405) 528-0485, Ext.57

NORMAN
St. Joseph (405) 701-3693
St. Mark (405) 366-8070

St. Thomas More (405) 329-5372

PURCELL
(405) 527-3077

YUKON
(405) 354-2743

Society of St. Vincent de Paul Conferences in the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Saint Vincent de Paul

Jackie and Annette Campbell drove from Lawton to attend the Day of Reflection on “Preparing for Lent” on Feb. 
23 at St. Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee. Photos Judy Hilovsky/Sooner Catholic. 

Fr. Charles Buckley, O.S.B., gave the sold-out group many 
different ways to think about Lent.

Chris Hampton fills out the 
survey on the Day of Reflection, 
which includes questions about 
possible future topics. 

Dcn. Paul Lewis from Holy Spirit in 
Mustang attended the Day of Reflec-
tion to hear Fr. Buckley.

Day of Reflection
St. Gregory’s Abbey will host a Day of Reflection, “Open-

ing the Eyes of the Heart,” 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. March 23 at 
the abbey in Shawnee. Madeline Rugh and Theresa Bragg 
will present. Cost is $30 and includes lunch. Registra-
tion is limited to 40. Contact (405) 878-5656 or retreats@
monksok.org.

Day of Reflection
St. Gregory’s Abbey will host a Day of Reflection, “The 

Invitation of Divine Mercy,” 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. April 27 at the 
abbey in Shawnee. Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., 
will present. Cost is $30 and includes lunch. Registra-
tion is limited to 40. Contact (405) 878-5656 or retreats@
monksok.org.

Upcoming Retreats



When studying the 
Bible, you gather import-
ant information regard-
ing our Catholic faith. 
When you pray with 
the Bible – lectio divi-
na – you are growing in 
your personal relation-
ship with God. The first 

is useful. The second is 
essential. Both complement each other. 

In paragraph 86 of Pope Benedict XVI’s “Ap-
ostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini,” this is 
some of what he says about the prayerful read-
ing of sacred Scripture and “lectio divina:”

“The Synod frequently insisted on the need 
for a prayerful approach to the sacred text as 
a fundamental element in the spiritual life of 
every believer, in the various ministries and 
states in life, with particular reference to lec-
tio divina. The word of God is at the basis of 
all authentic Christian spirituality. The synod 
fathers thus took up the words of the Dogmat-
ic Constitution Dei Verbum: ‘Let the faithful 
go gladly to the sacred text itself, whether in 
the sacred liturgy, which is full of the divine 
words, or in devout reading, or in such suitable 
exercises and various other helps that, with 

the approval and guidance of the pastors of 
the Church, are happily spreading everywhere 
in our day. Let them remember, however, that 
prayer should accompany the reading of sacred 
Scripture.’

“The council thus sought to reappropriate 
the great patristic tradition that had always 
recommended approaching the Scripture in 
dialogue with God. As Saint Augustine puts 
it: ‘Your prayer is the word you speak to God. 
When you read the Bible, God speaks to you; 
when you pray, you speak to God.” Origen, one 
of the great masters of this way of reading the 
Bible, maintains that understanding Scripture 
demands, even more than study, closeness to 
Christ and prayer. Origen was convinced, in 
fact, that the best way to know God is through 
love, and that there can be no authentic scien-
tia Christi apart from growth in his love.’”

Study of the sacred word of God is connected 
to our growth in Christ and as fuel for our good 
works of service and various forms of ministry. 
Pope Pius XII gave us the following words of 
wisdom about 75 years ago in his encyclical 
“Divino Afflante Spiritu” that promoted bibli-
cal studies and celebrated the Feast of Saint 
Jerome.

“Whosoever considers the immense labors 

under-
taken by 
Catholic 
exegetes 
during 
almost 
2,000 
years, 
so that 
the word of God, imparted to men through the 
sacred letters, might daily be more deeply and 
fully understood and more intensely loved, 
will easily be convinced that it is the serious 
duty of the faithful, and especially of priests, to 
make free and holy use of this treasure, accu-
mulated throughout so many centuries by the 
greatest intellects. For the sacred books were 
not given by God to men to satisfy their curios-
ity or to provide them with material for study 
and research, but, as the Apostle observes, in 
order that these divine oracles might ‘instruct 
us to salvation, by the faith which is in Christ 
Jesus” and “that the man of God may be per-
fect, furnished to every good work.’”

Yes, the gift of sacred Scripture is an oppor-
tunity to grow in faith, but above all, an oppor-
tunity to grow in love.
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The study and praying of Scriptures
They’re complimentary, but one is superior

Making Sense of Bioethics

“Exceptions” and the undermining of the moral law

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Whenever we make small exceptions to universal moral rules, we 
shouldn’t be surprised that the rules themselves quickly can be un-
dermined. Establishing an “exception” in one case makes people think 
they’re due an exception for their case as well. Certain norms of moral 
behavior, however, do not admit of any exceptions, and we risk under-
mining morality altogether if we don’t recognize them. Moral norms gov-
erning the protection of human life are one such example.

A recent and lengthy article in The Guardian looked at the practice 
of euthanasia in the Netherlands. It led off with this provocative title: 
“Death on demand: has euthanasia gone too far? Countries around the 
world are making it easier to choose the time and manner of your death. 
But, doctors in the world’s euthanasia capital are starting to worry 
about the consequences.” 

The article points out that, “As the world’s pioneer, the Netherlands 
also has discovered that although legalizing euthanasia might resolve 
one ethical conundrum, it opens a can of others – most importantly, 
where the limits of the practice should be drawn. In the past few years, 
a small but influential group of academics and jurists have raised the 
alarm over what is generally referred to as the ‘slippery slope’ – the idea 
that a measure introduced to provide relief to late-stage cancer patients 
has expanded to include people who might otherwise live for many 
years, from sufferers of diseases such as muscular dystrophy to sexage-
narians with dementia and even mentally ill young people.”

The logic behind these concerns is clear. If we are willing to make an 
exception to the rule that direct killing of an innocent human being is 
always wrong, then it only becomes a matter of “haggling over the price.” 
If killing by euthanasia can be allowed for a deeply emotional reason, it 
can certainly be allowed for other reasons too, and soon for nearly any 
reason, making it difficult, if not impossible, to put the cat back into the 
proverbial “moral bag.”

The almost instantaneous deployment of abortion-on-demand around 
the world several decades ago relied on very similar logic: first, grant a 
single exception, and, in time, virtually any instance begins to appear 
plausible and defensible. That exception, of course, was rape. By playing 
on the tragedy of sexual assault, abortion advocates managed to direct 
attention and blame toward the child – an innocent bystander – turning 
him or her, almost more than the rapist, into the culprit. After the child 
had been successfully targeted in situations of rape, he or she became 
generally targetable in other situations as well.

When it comes to abortion, Louisiana in past years required some of 
the most comprehensive reporting in the United States, and their de-
tailed records are a helpful resource for determining how frequent abor-
tions for rape really are. 

Abortionists were required to fill out a form entitled “Report of Induced 

Termination of Pregnancy” (Form 
#PHS 16-ab) for every abortion. 
The form stated at the top: “Fail-
ure to complete and file this form 
is a crime.” Item 9d on the form 
was entitled “Reason for Preg-
nancy Termination.” Statistics 
compiled from these forms over a 
14-year period reveal the reasons 
for 115,243 abortions in Louisiana during that time:

Reasons for Abortion in Louisiana between 1975 and 1988 

Mother’s mental health   114,231 (99.12%)
Mother’s physical health   863   (0.75%)
Fetal deformity    103   (0.09%)
Rape or incest    46   (0.04%)

These data confirm other calculations indicating that, on average, 
about 550 women per year in the United States become pregnant as a 
result of rape. Assuming they all ended in abortion, this means that an 
average of 0.04% (one twenty-fifth of one percent) of all abortions have 
been performed for rape — or only one out of every 2,500! 

Yet, for every one of the more than 50 countries that now have abor-
tion on demand around the world, the initial step taken by pro-abortion 
forces was intense lobbying for abortion in the so-called “hard cases” – 
especially rape and incest. Once abortion advocates secured the avail-
ability of abortion for the “hard cases,” they went on to argue for abor-
tion in any situation.

Even if one granted, for the sake of argument, that rape justified a 
mother’s decision to end her child’s life, could that ever justify the other 
abortions that occur for non-rape related reasons? It is duplicitous to 
justify 2,499 deaths from the one assault, unjust and traumatic as it 
may have been. By granting the exception, the moral rule has been elim-
inated, and the doors have been thrown open to the practice of abortion 
for any reason. 

Encouraging exceptions is the entry point into a broader repudiation 
of our moral duties toward each other, the first of which is the duty to 
respect the inviolability of each other’s life.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate in neuroscience 
from Yale and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest of the 
diocese of Fall River, Mass., and serves as the director of education at The 
National Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia.

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis 

OKLAHOMA CITY – Abby John-
son fled the room in shock, shaken 
and disgusted by the procedure 
she’d just witnessed; yet a proce-
dure she had profited from both 
professionally and financially for 
most of eight years.

Abortion.
Actress Ashley Bratcher, playing 

the part of Johnson, now a pro-
life champion, portrayed the scene 
stunningly in the film “Un-
planned,” set for wide release in 
theaters March 29, but screened 
recently for local audiences. 

It’s the defining scene – of 
Johnson’s story, and the story 
against abortion – in a movie 
that sets up as a game-changer 
for the pro-life cause.

The goal of “Unplanned” 
is simple: to educate. While 
pro-abortion arguments have 
dominated media coverage 
dating back to the Roe v. Wade 
decision in 1973, the pro-life 
narrative rarely has been afford-
ed equal time, even as science 
and technology has improved 
to reveal more and more about 
life in the womb; mainly that it 
is life, unique human life in the 
form of a developing baby.

“Unplanned,” which features 
Brooks Ryan, a Poteau native, 
playing the role of Johnson’s 
husband, peels back the curtain 
on Johnson’s conversion expe-
rience as a center director for 
Planned Parenthood. And, the 
timing couldn’t be more right, with 
New York, Virginia, Illinois and 
other states pressing even more 
aggressive pro-abortion laws, up to 
and even through the moment of 
birth.

“God’s hand is all over it,” said 
Bratcher, whose experience with 
the film led to deeply personal 
revelations, including one from her 
mother.

The actress was on the set of 
the movie, which was shot almost 
exclusively in Stillwater, when she 
took a call from her mother, who’d 

had an abortion at the age of 19. 
Bratcher readied to explain her 
new acting role to her mom, pro-
ceeding with love and care.

“When I got ready to tell my 
mother about Abby’s testimony 
and her story, I was really careful 
about how I was going to approach 
it,” Bratcher said. “I wanted to 
make sure I was very gentle with 
her and make sure she knew that 
I didn’t love her any less, or that I 
judged her in any way.

“I expected her to be emotion-

al. And, she was. What happened 
next, I could have never anticipat-
ed. She broke down on the phone, 
just sobbing. She said, ‘Ashley, I 
need to tell you something.’ She 
said, ‘You never knew this, but 
I was actually at the (abortion) 
clinic, they called my name and I 
had gone back to be examined by 
a very pregnant nurse. And, I was 
on the table, when I got up and de-
cided I couldn’t go through with it. 
I had intended to abort you. And, I 
got up and walked out.’

“It just further proves to me that 
God plans our steps for us, from 
conception.”

Bratcher connects her concep-
tion, to her mother’s decision, to 

her starring in this movie as be-
yond coincidence.

“If someone wants to calculate 
the statistics and odds of how 
that could have happened, let me 
know,” she said. “To me, it’s just 
so clear and so evident that God 
loves us and cares for us so per-
sonally, and cares for this project, 
because there’s nothing about this 
project that is unplanned.

Johnson’s story, first docu-
mented in her book “unPlanned,” 
published in 2014, took a delib-

erate pace to gain adaptation as a 
film. The book was first suggested 
for movie consideration to produc-
ers Chuck Konzelman and Cary 
Solomon.

Both men immediately liked the 
book, but decided it wasn’t time. 
After initial disappointment, Kon-
zelman and Solomon recognized 
that the message wasn’t a “no,” 
but simply “not now.” They moved 
on to other projects, including 
“God’s Not Dead,” before returning 
to prayer about moving ahead with 
“Unplanned.”

Eventually, the men felt God 
saying, “Go.” And, here comes the 
movie, with abortion firmly in the 
news and potentially setting up as 

the major talking point in the 2020 
presidential election.

“We couldn’t have foreseen the 
rapid developments that are sud-
denly coming to a head,” Konzel-
man told Faithwire.com, “but we 
serve a God who could, and did.”

The film, like the book, details 
Johnson’s conversion, leading her 
from being Planned Parenthood’s 
youngest center director to a 
staunch pro-life advocate. 

She is the founder of And Then 
There Were None, a ministry de-

signed to assist 
abortion facility 
workers, like 
Johnson, 
seeking a way 
out. To date, 
the ministry 
has helped 
more than 500 
workers leave 
the industry. 
The goal of the 
ministry is tied 
to the name, 
working toward 
a time when 
there are none 
left on the job 
of abortion.

The Archdio-
cese of Oklaho-
ma City played 
a major role in 
the screening 
of “Unplanned” 

before a crowd of more than 800 at 
Rose State College, on Rose Day. 
That event was the second screen-
ing of the film that day, following a 
private event at the state Capitol, 
attended by Archbishop Coakley.

“The cause for life is one we all 
can stand together in fighting for,” 
Archbishop Coakley said. “The 
movie is powerful and has great 
potential to change one’s think-
ing about the value of life in the 
womb. As missionary disciples, 
we must be deeply committed to 
protecting and defending the most 
fundamental right of humankind, 
the right to life of every human 
being, from the beginning of life to 
natural death.”
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Court rejects abortion provider’s effort to get 
bishops’ internal documents

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Supreme Court 
Feb. 19 rejected hearing an appeal from Whole 
Woman’s Health, a Texas-based abortion facil-
ity chain, which aimed to get the Texas Cath-
olic bishops’ internal communications about 
abortion.

In December 2016, Whole Woman’s Health 
sued over a Texas law that requires abortion 
facilities to bury or cremate aborted human 
remains.

The Texas Catholic bishops offered to provide 
burials to all unborn children who were abort-

ed, which led to the abortion chain subpoena-
ing decades of internal religious deliberations 
among the bishops regarding abortion, even 
though they were not part of the lawsuit.

“Thank goodness the Supreme Court saw 
this appeal for what it was: a nasty attempt 
to intimidate the bishops and force them to 
withdraw their offer to bury every child aborted 
in Texas,” said Eric Rassbach, vice president 
and senior counsel at Becket, a nonprofit, 
public-interest law firm, which represented the 
Texas Catholic Conference, which represents 
the bishops on public policy matters.

“Abortion groups may think the bishops 

‘troublesome,’ but it is wrong to weaponize the 
law to stop the bishops from standing up for 
their beliefs,” Rassbach said in a statement.

Last June, when a trial judge ordered the 
bishops to hand over their private religious 
deliberations, Becket filed an emergency appeal 
to the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals based 
in New Orleans. The 5th Circuit granted the 
bishops temporary protection, then made the 
protection permanent in July 2018.

On Aug. 16, the full 5th Circuit rejected 
Whole Woman’s Health’s petition for a rehear-
ing of the case. The abortion provider appealed 
to the U.S. Supreme Court.

By Catholic News Service 

“Unplanned” is a movie full of surprises
By John Helsley

For the Sooner Catholic
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Miremos a la Cuaresma en su Totalidad

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Me encanta la Cuaresma. Por favor no me 
malentiendan. No es que yo acepte la peniten-
cia o la abnegación con más entusiasmo que 
los demás. ¡El espíritu está dispuesto, pero la 
carne es débil! Las disciplinas de la Cuaresma, 
por supuesto, involucran la abnegación. Pero, 
estos actos de penitencia y limosna, así como 
nuestro mayor compromiso con la oración, son 
liberadores.

Están dirigidos hacia la 
renovación. La Cuaresma 
es la época litúrgica que de-
staca el llamado al arrepen-
timiento y continua con-
versión con más urgencia 
que cualquier otra. Ahora 
es el momento de preparar-
nos con toda la Iglesia para 
la celebración y la experi-
encia de una nueva vida 
en la Pascua. Jesucristo 
murió por ti y por mí. Solo 
compartiremos la alegría de 
su victoria si reconocemos 
nuestra esclavitud al peca-
do y la necesidad de un salvador. La Cuaresma 
nos pone en contacto con esa profunda necesi-
dad humana y espiritual.

Si buscamos una conversión más profunda 
a Cristo y realmente deseamos vivir como sus 
discípulos, parece extraño que asumamos con 
entusiasmo las penitencias y las disciplinas 
durante la Cuaresma y luego las descartemos 
rápidamente en la Pascua. Desafortunada-
mente, esa es a menudo la forma en que nos 
acercamos a esta temporada penitencial. ¡El 
trabajo de conversión no estará completo en 
Pascua! El discipulado es un viaje de por vida y 
una forma de vida durante todo el año. 

Las disciplinas de Cuaresma más fructíferas 
nos ayudan a enfocarnos en aquellas áreas de 
nuestra vida en las que el Señor nos llama a 
una conversión y arrepentimiento más profun-
dos. En otras palabras, no se trata principal-
mente del placer legítimo al que debemos “re-
nunciar” durante la Cuaresma, sino del pecado 
del que debemos arrepentirnos para poder 

seguir a Cristo más fielmente. ¿Qué obstáculos 
hay que eliminar? ¿Qué relaciones necesitan 
ser reparadas, mejoradas o terminadas? ¿Qué 
malos hábitos hay que romper? ¿Qué virtudes 
(buenos hábitos) hay que fortalecer? Nuestros 
actos de ayuno, limosna y oración abren nues-
tros corazones a la gracia de Dios para que 
podamos seguir a Cristo más de cerca.

La mayoría de 
los católicos aún 
reconocen la im-
portancia de una 
buena confesión 
durante la Cuares-
ma. Es así como 
nos preparamos 
para la celebración 
de la Pascua. 
Confesamos hu-
mildemente nuestro 
pecado buscando la 
misericordia divina 
y experimentamos 
la gracia liberadora 
de la reconciliación 

con Dios y su Iglesia. Desafortunadamente, 
demasiados católicos se acercan al Sacramen-
to de la Penitencia solo durante la Cuaresma. 
Si realmente es tan beneficioso, ¿por qué lo 
abordaríamos con tan poca frecuencia?

La gracia de la Cuaresma es una invitación 
a hacer cambios permanentes en nuestras 
vidas. ¿Qué tal cambiar nuestra actitud hacia 
el Sacramento de la Penitencia? Comenzan-
do esta Cuaresma, los invito a ustedes y a mí 
mismo a un acercamiento más frecuente a 
este gran sacramento de la misericordia. Sin la 
gracia y la sanación que nos llega a través del 
Sacramento de la Penitencia, ¿cómo podemos 
experimentar la conversión más profunda y el 
crecimiento espiritual que el Señor desea para 
nosotros?

San Juan María Vianney, el santo patrón 
de los sacerdotes, reconoció la importancia 
de este sacramento para la renovación de su 
parroquia. Pasó horas incalculables escuchan-
do confesiones porque vio en este gran don, 

que estaba siendo 
descuidado en 
su época como lo 
es en la nuestra, 
como la clave 
que liberaría a su 
pueblo de su es-
clavitud al pecado 
y los guiaría a 
una gran santi-
dad.

Al predicar su importancia, orando por la 
conversión de sus feligreses y haciéndose dis-
ponible en el confesionario, finalmente fue tes-
tigo de los frutos de una gran renovación espir-
itual en su parroquia. La renovación comenzó 
con el Sacramento de la Penitencia, que ayudó 
a las personas a experimentar la gran miseri-
cordia de Dios y a abrir sus corazones a la 
recepción fructífera de la Eucaristía y al entusi-
asmo por las obras de la misericordia.

“Es hermoso pensar que tenemos un sacra-
mento que cura las heridas de nuestras al-
mas”, exclamó San Juan María Vianney.

¿Por qué no vamos con frecuencia a recibir 
los beneficios de este gran sacramento? Cada 
uno de nosotros anhela la profunda experien-
cia de libertad y paz que proviene de una con-
ciencia clara y la experiencia de ser perdonados 
y liberados de nuestra esclavitud al pecado. 
San Juan María Vianney describe los efectos 
de este sacramento en esos términos: “El buen 
Dios en el momento de la absolución arroja 
nuestros pecados detrás de sus hombros; en 
otras palabras, los olvida; los destruye; nunca 
volverán a aparecer «.

Miremos a esta la Cuaresma en su totali-
dad, como parte de un completo año litúrgi-
co. Reconozcamos la necesidad de cambios 
duraderos y de la conversión continua. Com-
prometámonos a la celebración frecuente del 
Sacramento de la Penitencia que hará de la 
transformación esperada y soñada en una 
realidad. 

“Nuestros actos de ayuno, 
limosna y oración abren 
nuestros corazones a la 
gracia de Dios para 
que podamos seguir 
a Cristo más de 
cerca.”

Cuando estudias la Biblia, 
estás recopilando información 
importante sobre nuestra fe. 
Cuando oras con la Biblia, 
Lectio Divina, estás creciendo 
en tu relación personal con 
Dios. Lo primero es útil. El 
segundo es esencial. Ambos 
se complementan.

En el párrafo 86 de la Exhortación Apostólica 
del Papa Benedicto XVI, Verbum Domini, esto 
es algo de lo que dice acerca de la lectura orante 
de las Sagradas Escrituras y la “lectio divina”:

“El Sínodo ha vuelto a insistir más de una 
vez en la exigencia de un acercamiento orante 
al texto sagrado como factor fundamental de la 
vida espiritual de todo creyente, en los difer-
entes ministerios y estados de vida, con partic-
ular referencia a la lectio divina. En efecto, la 
Palabra de Dios está en la base de toda espiri-
tualidad auténticamente cristiana. Con ello, los 
Padres sinodales han seguido la línea de lo que 
afirma la Constitución dogmática Dei Verbum: 
‘Todos los fieles... acudan de buena gana al 
texto mismo: en la liturgia, tan llena del len-
guaje de Dios; en la lectura espiritual, o bien 
en otras instituciones u otros medios, que para 
dicho fin se organizan hoy por todas partes con 

aprobación o por iniciativa de los Pastores de la 
Iglesia. Recuerden que a la lectura de la Sagra-
da Escritura debe acompañar la oración.’ 

“La reflexión conciliar pretendía retomar la 
gran tradición patrística, que ha recomendado 
siempre acercarse a la Escritura en el diálogo 
con Dios. Como dice san Agustín: ‘Tu oración 
es un coloquio con Dios. Cuando lees, Dios te 
habla; cuando oras, hablas tú a Dios». Orí-
genes, uno de los maestros en este modo de leer 
la Biblia, sostiene que entender las Escrituras 
requiere, más incluso que el estudio, la intimi-
dad con Cristo y la oración. En efecto, está con-
vencido de que la vía privilegiada para conocer 
a Dios es el amor, y que no se da una auténtica 
scientia Christi sin enamorarse de Él.’”

El estudio de la Sagrada Palabra de Dios está 
conectado a nuestro crecimiento en Cristo y 
como combustible para nuestras buenas obras 
de servicio y varias formas de ministerio. El 
Papa Pío XII nos dio las siguientes palabras de 
sabiduría hace aproximadamente 75 años en 
su encíclica Divino Afflante Spiritu, que pro-
movió los estudios bíblicos y celebró la fiesta de 
San Jerónimo.

“Quien considerare aquellos enormes traba-
jos que la exégesis católica se ha echado sobre 
sí por casi dos mil años, para que la palabra 

de Dios 
concedi-
da a los 
hombres 
por las 
Sagradas 
Letras se 
entienda 
cada día 
con más 
profundidad y perfección y sea más ardiente-
mente amada, fácilmente se persuadirá de que 
a los fieles de Cristo, y sobre todo a los sac-
erdotes, incumbe la grave obligación de ser-
virse abundante y santamente de este tesoro, 
acumulado durante tantos siglos por los más 
excelsos ingenios. Porque los sagrados libros 
no se los dio Dios a los hombres para satisfacer 
su curiosidad o para suministrarles materia de 
estudio e investigación, sino, como lo advierte 
el Apóstol, para que estos divinos oráculos nos 
pudieran instruir para la salud por la fe que 
es en Cristo Jesús y a fin de que el hombre de 
Dios fuese perfecto y estuviese apercibido para 
toda obra buena.”

Sí, el don de la Sagrada Escritura es una 
oportunidad para crecer en la fe, pero sobre 
todo, una oportunidad para crecer en el amor.

Estudiar y Orar con la Sagradas Escrituras

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariado de 
Evangelización y 

Catequesis

Pasos complementarios, pero uno es superior
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Discípulos de la vida real

Visión 2030: ¿Qué sigue para la Arquidiócesis 
de Oklahoma City?

Jim Beckman
Director of the 
Secretariat for 

Evangelization and 
Catechesis

En octubre de 2013, el arzobispo Coak-
ley lanzó su primera carta pastoral, 
“Vayan y Hagan Discípulos”.

Cuando estaba considerando mudarme a 
Oklahoma City por primera vez, esta fue una 
de las primeras cosas que leí. Me ayudó a 
comprender la visión del arzobispo para la 
arquidiócesis y cuáles eran algunas de las 
preocupaciones pastorales.

Una de las cosas que noté fue el marco de 
tiempo que la carta seguía mencionando. En 
un par de lugares, el arzobispo mencionó cinco 
años. Cuando subí a bordo con la arquidiócesis 

en agosto de 2017, me di cuenta de que solo 
quedaba un año en esa ventana. Era hora de 
hacer la pregunta, “¿Qué sigue?”

A medida que el período de tiempo de la pri-
mera carta pastoral estaba llegando a su fin, 
era el momento de comenzar a planificar para 
el futuro. ¿Dónde está Dios guiando a la Iglesia 
del centro y oeste de Oklahoma en los próx-
imos años? ¿Cuáles son las preocupaciones 
pastorales que nosotros, como iglesia, debemos 
enfatizar?

Un número de miembros del personal asum-
ieron este trabajo hace un año y lo han estado 
realizando desde entonces. Hemos llamado a 
estos esfuerzos de planificación Visión 2030. 
El arzobispo quería ver de 10 a 12 años en el 
futuro.

Es un momento emocionante en la ar-
quidiócesis: el proceso de beatificación y can-
onización para el Beato Stanley Rother, el 
lanzamiento de la primera campaña de capital 
(que ha demostrado ser un gran éxito) y resul-
tados muy fructíferos en los últimos seis años 
con lo que El arzobispo esbozado como su plan 
pastoral en “Vayan y Hagan Discípulos”.

Esas prioridades originales fueron la nueva 
evangelización, la formación en la fe y el minis-
terio hispano. Hemos logrado avances notables 
hacia esas prioridades, y muchos de los objeti-
vos establecidos se han logrado. En particular, 
los esfuerzos del ministerio hispano han con-

vergido con la exitosa campaña de capital y los 
planes de construcción subsiguientes para el 
nuevo Santuario del Beato Stanley Rother.

Visión 2030 ha sido un proceso progresivo de 
planificación para el futuro. Primero establec-
imos un Equipo de Planificación de la Visión 
con líderes clave de toda la archidiócesis. Ese 
grupo recordó la planificación previa que se 
había hecho desde que el arzobispo Coakley 
asumió el cargo. Esa mirada retrospectiva 
implicó revisar todos los comentarios de las 
sesiones de escucha anteriores, encuestas y co-
mentarios. También se han realizado otras con-

sultas con la Arquidiócesis durante los últimos 
seis años con el Instituto de Liderazgo Católico 
y el Centro Spitzer, todo lo cual generó una 
tonelada de datos y comentarios con respecto a 
las necesidades y preocupaciones pastorales de 
la Arquidiócesis.

Comenzaron a surgir una serie de prioridades 
pastorales muy claras. Lanzamos un proceso 
para recopilar nuevos comentarios y opiniones 
sobre lo que estábamos encontrando. Duran-
te un período de seis meses, nos reunimos o 
encuestamos 
a más de 
70 grupos 
diferentes 
de personas, 
desde Guy-
mon hasta 
Madill. Nues-
tra pregunta 
principal 
fue: “¿Cómo resonaban las personas con lo 
que estaba empezando a surgir como un nuevo 
conjunto de prioridades pastorales para la ar-
quidiócesis en los próximos años?”

Luego, llevamos estos hallazgos a nuestros 
sacerdotes y diáconos. Comenzando con la 
convocatoria anual de los sacerdotes en junio 
pasado y siguiendo con reuniones de grupos 
pequeños durante los meses de verano, reci-
bimos algunos comentarios muy detallados y 

valiosos 
del clero. 
Lo que 
surgió a 
lo largo 
de todo 
este 
proceso 
es un 
conjun-
to muy claro de prioridades pastorales para la 
arquidiócesis que guiarán nuestro viaje hacia 

el futuro.
Como el arzobispo Coakley ha consid-

erado en oración estas prioridades, ha 
atraído a una de ellas como un claro enfo-
que para el futuro cercano: construir una 
cultura de conversión y discipulado para la 
Arquidiócesis de la ciudad de Oklahoma.

Para lograr esto, escribió una nueva 
carta pastoral el otoño pasado. Esa carta 
fue publicada el 25 de enero, la fiesta de la 
conversión de San Pablo. Puede encontrar 
una copia digital de la carta en línea en 
archokc.org/2030. Se están desarrollando 
nuevas guías de estudio para este docu-
mento, y esperamos tenerlas disponibles 
pronto.

¡La fase final del proceso de Visión 2030 
eres TÚ! Se han programado varias re-
uniones regionales en la arquidiócesis esta 
primavera. Como dijo el arzobispo Coakley 
en su nueva carta pastoral: “Ya se han 
identificado varias prioridades pastorales. 
Necesito su opinión y comentarios para 
refinarlos e implementarlos. El año que 
viene, le pedí a mi personal que organice 
varias sesiones de escucha. Quiero es-
cuchar de nuestra gente los deseos de sus 
corazones por nuestra Iglesia”.

La primera de estas reuniones se llevó a 
cabo el 26 de febrero en Enid. ¡Fue un gran 
éxito! Cerca de 150 personas participaron. 
La energía en la habitación era palpable. 
Espero que todas las otras reuniones ten-

gan una participación y energía similares.
Puede encontrar más información sobre estas 

reuniones e incluso registrarse para una en ar-
chokc.org/2030. ¡Espero verte en uno de estos 

eventos en los próximos meses!

Descargue la Carta 
Pastoral del 

Arzobispo Coakley del 2019 en 
https://archokc.org/2030



Sister Monica Kim, former-
ly known as Sister George 
Monica Kim, died on Feb. 10 
at the Dominican Life Center 
in Adrian, Mich. She was 
age 89 and in the 61st year 
of her religious profession in 
the Adrian Dominican Con-
gregation.

Sister Monica was born in 
Yungyou, North Korea. She 
graduated from Soo-Do High School in Seoul, 
South Korea, and received a bachelor’s degree 
in home economics degree from Seoul Nation-
al University, and a bachelor’s degree in home 
economics and a master’s degree in education 
both from Siena Heights College (University) 
in Adrian. She also received a master’s de-
gree in home economics from Michigan State 
University and a master of theology degree 
in family ministry in California. Sister spent 
24½ years ministering in education in Adrian 
and Detroit, Michigan. She served two years 
(1981-1983) as associate director in the Office 
of Family Life in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City. Sister became a resident of the Domini-
can Life Center in Adrian in 2006. 

Memorial gifts may be made to Adrian 
Dominican Sisters, 1257 East Siena Heights 
Drive, Adrian, MI 49221.

Sister Mary Kennan 
Kudlacz, O.P., died 
Feb. 25 at St. Dom-
inic Villa in Hazel 
Green, Wisc. 

Sister Mary Kennan 
made her first reli-
gious profession as a 
Sinsinawa Dominican 
Aug. 5, 1953, and her 
perpetual profession 
Aug. 5, 1956. She 
served in education as a teacher for 22 
years, principal for six years, assistant 
principal for four years and pastoral 
counselor for eight years.

Sister Mary Kennan ministered in 
health care as chaplain for six years 
and vice president for mission and 
ethics for six years as well as serving 
as a parish pastoral minister for five 
years. She served in Illinois, Oklaho-
ma, Wisconsin, California, Nevada and 
New Mexico. 

In the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, 
Sister Mary Kennan taught at Rosary 
School in Oklahoma City in 1964-1965. 

Memorials may be made to the Sinsi-
nawa Dominicans, 585 County Road Z, 
Sinsinawa, WI, 53824-9701 or online 
at www.sinsinawa.org/donate. 
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Briefs
Read Archbishop Coakley’s new 
pastoral letter!

Archbishop Coakley’s new pas-
toral letter, “Go Make Disciples! 
Building a Culture of Conversion 
and Discipleship for the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City,” lays out 
the vision for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City through 2030. Read 
the letter or download a copy at 
www.archokc.org/2030. Print cop-
ies available at listening sessions. 

St. Kateri Tekakwitha Honor 
Dance 

Archbishop Coakley invites 
everyone from the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, the Diocese of 
Tulsa, dioceses from other states, 
families, native dancers and the 
public to join him July 6 for the 
St. Kateri Tekakwitha Honor 
Dance in Oklahoma City. The 
Honor Dance will include Mass, 
powwow dancing contests, the 
presentation of the new American 
Indian Catholic Outreach princess 
and amazing food! Deadline for 
princess applications is March 15. 
Visit archokc.org/honordance.

Pop-up flu clinics
Mercy Health Center is provid-

ing pop-up flu clinics through-
out Oklahoma to provide care to 
patients who may have the flu. 
The clinics will see any walk-in 
patient, not just a current Mercy 
patient, with flu-like symptoms 
at four locations: Ada – Mercy 
Clinic Primary Care, 201 N. Mon-
te Vista, Ste. A, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday. Ard-
more – Mercy Clinic Primary Care, 
1020 N. Commerce St., 8 a.m. to 
10 p.m. weekdays and 10 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. weekends. Edmond – 

Mercy Clinic Primary Care, 1919 
E. Memorial Rd., Noon to 8 p.m. 
weekdays. Oklahoma City – Mercy 
Clinic Primary Care, 8325 North-
west Expressway, Noon to 8 p.m. 
weekdays.

 
SGU yearbooks available

St. Gregory’s College/University 
yearbooks are available to alum-
ni for $5. Yearbooks from 1970 
to 2002 and a few from several 
different years prior to 1970 avail-
able. Alumni also may order and 
pick up from the abbey. Donations 
accepted. There also are senior 
theses from the SGU library being 
returned to any graduate (after 
the school became a four-year 
institution) who would like theirs 
back. Contact Theresa Bragg at 
tabragg@monksok.org or (405) 
878-5296.

BMCHS registration
Incoming freshman registration 

for Bishop McGuinness Catholic 
High School is 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. and 
determined by the first initial of a 
student’s last name: A-G Feb. 25; 
H-N Feb. 26; and O-Z March 4. 

40 Days for Life
The 40 Days for Life campaign is 

March 6-April 14 and includes 40 
days of prayer and fasting, peace-
ful vigil and community outreach. 
Visit 40daysforlife.com.  

Domestic Church Evangelization 
Retreat

A retreat for sacramentally mar-
ried couples is from 6 p.m. March 
14 to Noon March 17, with regis-
tration from 5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
March 14 at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center in OKC. The retreat gives 

couples an opportunity to begin 
or deepen their spiritual jour-
ney together. The cost is $350 
per couple. Register at: archokc.
weshareonline.org/ws/opportuni-
ties/DomesticChurchEvangeliza-
tionRetreat

Family friendly St. Patrick’s Day
St. Francis Xavier in Enid will 

host a family friendly St. Patrick’s 
Day event after 5 p.m. Mass March 
16 in the Leven Center. There will 
be live music, trivia, authentic 
Irish food and beer. Tickets $12 
per plate. Food and beer proceeds 
will go to fund the playground 
equipment at St. Joseph. 

Pre-Cana
A Spanish Pre-Cana class is 

scheduled from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
March 23 at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center in OKC. Registration begins 
at 8:30 a.m. The cost is $40 per 
couple, lunch is included. Contact 
Lisa at (405) 709-2709 if interest-
ed or for more information. This 
class also may be used as a train-
ing to work as a sponsor couple for 
your parish. Registration deadline 
is March 21. 

Life of the Party Gala
Birth Choice of Oklahoma Inc.’s 

15th annual Life of the Party Gala 
will be at 6 p.m. March 23 at 
Embassy Suites Hotel Downtown, 
741 N. Phillips Ave., OKC. The 
fundraiser with dinner, auction 
and dance is black tie optional and 
open bar. For tickets, visit birth-
choice.org or call Carrie Rossow at 
(405) 606-8426. 

Natural Family Planning session
A free introductory session 

“Understanding your Fertility” by 
Christine Littell is at 7 p.m. March 
28 or anytime by appointment in 
the board room at St. John, 900 S. 
Littler in Edmond. Open to single 
women, engaged or married cou-
ples. To RSVP, contact Christine 
Littell (405) 348-0480, Ext. 331, 
clittell@stjohn-catholic.org. 

Surviving Divorce 
A class starts March 30 and will 

meet 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. each Sat-
urday at St. Monica in Edmond. 
The 14-week program is for the 
newly separated and divorced, and 
people still struggling with issues 
many years later. It will help them 
answer their questions, restore 
hope and begin authentic healing. 
To register, visit stmonica-ed-
mond.org/divorce-ministry.

Calf Fry Fundraiser
St. William will host its seventh 

annual Calf Fry Fundraiser Noon 
– 1: 30 p.m. April 7 at the Bryan 
County Fairgrounds Community 
Building, 1901 S. 9 in Durant. Calf 
fries and many other food items, 
live and silent auctions, and kids’ 
activities. Event to benefit Parish 
Hall Building Fund. Meal tickets 
$20. Leave message at (580) 924-
1989 or call Ginger Lewis at (580) 
916-1438.  

Come and See weekend
St. Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee 

will host a Come and See weekend 
April 12-14; June 28-30; Aug. 2-4 
and Oct. 18-20. Register at voca-
tions@monksok.org. 

To see more briefs, go online to 
archokc.org/briefs. 

Constituent services 
assistant

The Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City is seek-
ing a constituent ser-
vices assistant to be part 
of the stewardship and 
development team and 
assist in all efforts around 
gift processing, donor 
acknowledgment, con-
stituent research, data 
organization and report-
ing on gifts. Excellent 
technical computer skills 
in Microsoft Office with an 
advanced competency in 
Microsoft Excel and mul-
tiple types of databases 
such as Access and Rais-
er’s Edge required; strong 
planning and organiza-
tional skills; valid driver’s 
license; strong work ethic, 
enthusiasm and confi-

dence; an empathy with 
the ethos of the Catholic 
Church; and affinity with 
the overall mission of the 
archdiocese. Preference 
given to candidates who 
are bilingual in Spanish 
and English. Send resume 
to nlargent@archokc.org.

Part-time administrative 
assistant

The Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City is seeking 
a part-time administrative 
assistant to help the sec-
retary in the Secretariat 
for Clergy and Consecrat-
ed Life with administra-
tive functions. Excellent 
computer skills, profes-
sional demeanor and 
attitude, trustworthy; able 
to respect confidentiali-
ty and be well-organized 
and detail-oriented. Send 
inquiries and resumes to 
nlargent@archokc.org.

To see more job open-
ings, go online to archokc.
org/jobs-box.

Sr. Mary 
Kennan Kudlacz

Sr. Monica 
Kim

Sr. Mary Kennan Kudlacz, O.P. Sr. Monica Kim, O.P.
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First Sunday of Lent.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., chapel at St. Thomas 
More, 100 Stinson St., Nor-
man. Contact Connie Lang at 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com.

Catholic War Veterans (of any 
war/conflict) meeting, 7 p.m., 
St. Ann Retirement Center 
community room. Contact Fr. 
M. Price Oswalt at (405) 567-
3404.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
No. 168 will meet at 7 p.m., 
Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
City. Contact (405) 739-0036, 
OklaPost168@cox.net.

Domestic Church evange-
lization weekend retreat at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
OKC. 

Catholic Women’s Activity 
Club meeting in the patio 
room at Epiphany of the 
Lord, 7336 Britton Rd., OKC. 
Lunch at 11: 30 a.m. Contact 
Sharon Fernbaugh at (405) 
721-2183.

St. Ann’s Ministry for preg-
nancy and infant loss, 6:30 
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to learn more:Get  connected
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Brotherhood

p.m. - 8 p.m., St. John Rapha-
el House, Edmond. Contact 
(405) 340-0691, Ext. 197, 
parishnurse@stjohn-catholic.
org.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
toral Center. Contact Elaine at 
(405) 358-3610, ccrprayers@
gmail.com.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meet-
ing at St. Ann Nursing Home, 
OKC. Mass 9:30 a.m.; meeting 
following. Contact Toni Harrel-
son, (405) 341-2199.

ACCW Lenten Retreat with 
Teresa Tomeo at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact Mary 
Ann at (405) 650-9674 or 
Becky at (405) 834-3782.

The Oklahoma City Communi-
ty of Secular Carmelites meets 
monthly at Little Flower, OKC. 
Anyone interested in deepen-
ing prayer life with community 
support, call Vicky Caudell 
at (405) 637-4611 or William 
Ginn at (405) 737-2024.

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
During the nine days, the 
novena prayers will be: Mon-
day-Friday following Noon 
Mass, Saturday following 5 

p.m. Mass, and Sunday 
following 11 a.m. Mass.

Second Sunday of Lent.

Feast of St. Cyril of Jerusa-
lem.

Feast of St. Joseph, spouse of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Suicide grief support group, 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., St. 
Francis, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC.
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Please join us:

Schedule:
Mass. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 p.m. 

Praise & Worship Music . . . . 8 p.m. - 9 p.m.

All Night Eucharistic 
Adoration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 p.m.-10 a.m.

First Saturday Mass . . . . . . . . 10 a.m.

Rosary and Reconciliation . . . . 11:00 a.m

* Note June dates are different: Saturday, June 1, 
Mass at 10:00 a.m. with Reconciliation after.
Adoration Friday, June 7 from 8:00 p.m. - 8:00 a.m. I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. John 14:6

    First Friday
Adoration

GOOD SHEPHERD CHAPEL
4113 S. Eastern, 
Moore, OK 73160 

To sign up for an hour of Adoration, 
or for more information, contact:

Sr. Maria of the Trinity 
405.778.1107
srmaria@gospeloflifedisciples.org
GospelofLifeDisciples.org

Feb. 1 - 2 
Mar. 1 - 2
Apr. 5 - 6
May 3 - 4
June 1 & 7 *
July 5 - 6

Aug. 2 -3 
Sept. 6 - 7
Oct. 4 - 5
Nov. 1 - 2
Dec. 6 - 7

2019
ALL NIGHT



VATICAN CITY – Pope Francis 
has confirmed the removal from 
the priesthood of Theodore E. 
McCarrick, the 88-year-old former 
cardinal and Archbishop of Wash-
ington D.C.

The Vatican announced the 
decision Feb. 16, saying he was 
found guilty of “solicitation in the 
sacrament of confession and sins 
against the Sixth Commandment 
with minors and with adults, with 
the aggravating factor of the abuse 
of power.”

A panel of the Congregation for 
Doctrine of the Faith found him 
guilty Jan. 11, the Vatican said. 
McCarrick appealed the decision, 
but the appeal was rejected Feb. 
13 by the congregation itself. 
McCarrick was informed of the 
decision Feb. 15 and Pope Francis 
“recognized the definitive nature 
of this decision made in accord 
with law,” making a further appeal 
impossible.

By ordering McCarrick’s “dis-
missal from the clerical state,” the 
decision means that McCarrick 
loses all rights and duties associ-
ated with being a priest, cannot 
present himself as a priest and is 
forbidden to celebrate the sacra-
ments, except to grant absolution 
for sins to a person in imminent 
danger of death.

The only Church penalty that is 
more severe is excommunication, 
which would have banned him 
from receiving the sacraments. The 
other possible punishment was to 
sentence him to a “life of prayer 
and penance,” a penalty often 
imposed on elderly clerics; the 
penalty is similar to house arrest 
and usually includes banning the 
person from public ministry, lim-
iting his interactions with others 
and restricting his ability to leave 
the place he is assigned to live.

McCarrick’s punishment is the 
toughest meted out to a cardinal 
by the Vatican in modern times.

McCarrick’s initial suspension 
from ministry and removal from 
the College of Cardinals in 2018 
came after a man alleged that 
McCarrick began sexually abus-
ing him in 1971 when he was a 
16-year-old altar server in New 
York; the Archdiocese of New York 
found the allegation “credible and 

substantiated” and turned the 
case over to the Vatican.

At that point, in June, then-Car-
dinal McCarrick said he would no 
longer exercise any public minis-
try “in obedience” to the Vatican, 
although he maintained he was 
innocent.

In late July, the pope accepted 
McCarrick’s resignation from the 

College of Cardinals and ordered 
him to maintain “a life of prayer 
and penance” until the accusa-
tion that he had sexually abused 
a minor could be examined by a 
Vatican court.

In the weeks that followed the 
initial announcement, another 
man came forward claiming he was 
abused as a child by McCarrick, 
and several former seminarians 
spoke out about being sexually 
harassed by the cardinal at a beach 
house he had in New Jersey.

Since September, McCarrick has 
been living in a Capuchin friary in 
rural Kansas.

he allegations against McCar-
rick, including what appeared to 
be years of sexual harassment of 
seminarians, also led to serious 
questions about who may have 
known about his activities and 
how he was able to rise to the level 
of cardinal.

At least two former seminarians 
reported the sexual misconduct of 
McCarrick to their local bishops as 
far back as the 1990s. The Archdi-

ocese of Newark and the dioceses 
of Metuchen and Trenton made a 
settlement with one man in 2005, 
and the Diocese of Metuchen set-
tled with the other man in 2007.

A spokeswoman for the Diocese 
of Metuchen told Catholic News 
Service in August that both settle-
ments were reported to the Vatican 
nuncio in Washington. The two 

archbishops who held the position 
of nuncio in 2004 and 2006 have 
since died.

Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano, 
who served as nuncio in Wash-
ington from 2011-2016, made 
headlines in mid-August when he 
called for Pope Francis to resign, 
claiming the pope had known of 
allegations against McCarrick and 
had lifted sanctions imposed on 
McCarrick by now-retired Pope 
Benedict XVI.

The former nuncio later clari-
fied that Pope Benedict issued the 
sanctions “privately” perhaps “due 
to the fact that he (McCarrick) was 
already retired, maybe due to the 
fact that he (Pope Benedict) was 
thinking he was ready to obey.”

In an open letter to Archbishop 
Vigano released in October, Car-
dinal Marc Ouellet, prefect of the 
Congregation for Bishops since 
2010, said that in 2011, “I told 
you verbally of the situation of the 
bishop emeritus (McCarrick) who 
was to observe certain conditions 
and restrictions because of rumors 

about his behavior in the past.”
Then-Cardinal McCarrick “was 

strongly exhorted not to travel 
and not to appear in public so as 
not to provoke further rumors,” 
Cardinal Ouellet said, but “it is 
false to present these measures 
taken in his regard as ‘sanctions’ 
decreed by Pope Benedict XVI and 
annulled by Pope Francis. After 
re-examining the archives, I certify 
that there are no such documents 
signed by either pope.”

Cardinal Ouellet’s letter was 
published a few days after the 
Vatican issued a statement say-
ing that it would, “in due course, 
make known the conclusions of 
the matter regarding Archbishop 
McCarrick.”

In addition, Pope Francis or-
dered “a further thorough study of 
the entire documentation present 
in the archives of the dicasteries 
and offices of the Holy See regard-
ing the former Cardinal McCarrick 
in order to ascertain all the rele-
vant facts, to place them in their 
historical context and to evaluate 
them objectively.”

The Vatican statement said it is 
aware “that, from the examination 
of the facts and of the circum-
stances, it may emerge that choic-
es were made that would not be 
consonant with a contemporary 
approach to such issues. However, 
as Pope Francis has said: ‘We will 
follow the path of truth wherever 
it may lead.’ Both abuse and its 
cover-up can no longer be tolerat-
ed, and a different treatment for 
bishops who have committed or 
covered up abuse, in fact, rep-
resents a form of clericalism that 
is no longer acceptable.”

McCarrick had been ordained 
to the priesthood in 1958 for the 
Archdiocese of New York. James, 
the first child he baptized after 
ordination, claimed that from the 
time he was 11 years old and for 
some 20 years, McCarrick sexually 
abused him.

In 1977, McCarrick was or-
dained an auxiliary bishop for the 
Archdiocese of New York and, in 
1981, Saint John Paul II named 
him the first bishop of the Diocese 
of Metuchen, N.J. Five years later, 
he became the Archbishop of New-
ark, N.J., and in November 2000, 
Saint John Paul II named him 
Archbishop of Washington D.C., 
and made him a cardinal early in 
2001. McCarrick retired in 2006.
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McCarrick removed from the priesthood after 
being found guilty of abuse

By Cindy Wooden  
Catholic News Service 

Theodore E. McCarrick, the 88-year-old former cardinal and former Archbishop 
of Washington D.C. Photo CNS.

College Scholarship
application

available online:
cfook.org/college-scholarship

DEADLINE: April 5, 2019

Pastoral Music & Fine Arts
grant application

available online
cfook.org/pastoral-music-arts

DEADLINE: March 31, 2019


