
OKLAHOMA CITY – More than 1,000 
Catholic faithful gathered Dec. 7 in 
downtown Oklahoma City for the arch-
diocese’s Vision 2030 Archdiocesan 
Convocation that featured the release of 
Archbishop Coakley’s 10-year pastoral 
plan for missionary discipleship, presen-
tations from several national Catholic 
leaders and consecration of the archdi-
ocese to the Blessed Virgin Mary under 
the title of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

“(The pastoral plan) begins with a 
call to repentance … The invitation is 
addressed to each of us to identify those 
places in our lives where complacency 
has crept in. Where we have accom-
modated ourselves to certain sins that 
keep us from following Jesus with our 
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Go Make Disciples

Pope’s letter on nativity scenes shares the story 
behind a beloved Christmas tradition

GRECCIO, Italy – Pope Francis 
issued an apostolic letter in De-
cember on the meaning and im-
portance of nativity scenes, 
calling for this “wonderful 
sign” to be more widely dis-
played in family homes and 
public places throughout 
the world.

“The enchanting image of 
the Christmas crèche, so 
dear to the Christian peo-
ple, never ceases to arouse 
amazement and wonder. 
The depiction of Jesus’ birth 
is itself a simple and joyful 
proclamation of the mystery 
of the Incarnation of the 
Son of God,” Pope Francis 
wrote in “Admirabile sig-
num,” meaning “A wonder-
ful sign” in Latin. 

“With this letter, I wish 
to encourage the beautiful 
family tradition of prepar-
ing the nativity scene in the 
days before Christmas, but 
also the custom of setting 
it up in the workplace, in 
schools, hospitals, prisons 
and town squares,” he said.

Pope Francis traveled to the Ital-
ian town of Greccio – where Saint 
Francis of Assisi created the first 
nativity scene in 1223 – where the 
pope signed the letter on the first 
day of Advent.

“In front of the crib, we discover 
how important it is for our life, so 
often frenetic, to find moments of 
silence and prayer. The silence to 
behold the beauty of the face of 
the baby Jesus, the Son of God, 

born in a lowly stable,” Pope Fran-
cis said in Greccio.

The letter details the story be-
hind Saint Francis’s first nativity 
scene, or crèche. The saint asked a 
friend 15 days before Christmas to 

help him “bring to life” the 
memory of Christ’s birth 
in Bethlehem.

“When Saint Francis 
arrived, he found a man-
ger full of hay, an ox and a 
donkey. All those present 
experienced a new and 
indescribable joy in the 
presence of the Christmas 
scene. The priest solemnly 
celebrated the Eucharist 
over the manger, show-
ing the bond between the 
Incarnation of the Son of 
God and the Eucharist. 
At Greccio there were 
no statues; the nativity 
scene was enacted and 
experienced by all who 
were present,” the letter 
explains.

The first biographer of 
Saint Francis, Thomas of 
Celano, wrote that some-
one present at the Mass 

By Courtney Mares 
Catholic News Agency

Pope Francis visits the Nativity scene in St. Peter’s Square after leading vespers on New Year’s 
Eve at the Vatican Dec. 31, 2016. CNS photo/Paul Haring. continued on page 16

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Archbishop hosts first archdiocesan 
convocation to build culture of discipleship

Archbishop Coakley celebrates Mass at the archdiocesan convocation Dec. 7 at the 
Cox Convention Center in Oklahoma City. Photo Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.continued on page 9

Vision 2030 Archdiocesan Convocation 



Sooner Catholic2    December 15, 2019

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a Green Tie Gala 
Catholic Charities for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City will have its annual 
Green Tie Gala Feb. 22 at 
the National Cowboy and 
Western Heritage Museum, 
1700 N.E. 63 in Oklahoma 
City. This event celebrates 
and supports the homeless 
services of Catholic Charities: 
Sanctuary Women’s Develop-
ment Centers in Oklahoma 
City and Norman, and Holy 
Family Home in Midwest 
City. Contact Chelsea Rose 
at (405) 523-3009, crose@
ccaokc.org.

a Catholic Charities 
weekly Mass is 11 a.m. every 
Friday in the chapel at 1232 
N. Classen Blvd., OKC. Mass 
is open to the public. Check 
holiday schedule. 

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Editor’s note: This column originally appeared Dec. 
6 in America Magazine

We have embarked on the season of Advent, wait-
ing in eager anticipation for the birth of the Lord into 
our sinful world. With a heavy heart in a season of 
holy preparation, we are reminded of the U.S. gov-
ernment’s ongoing efforts to resume federal execu-
tions for the first time in 16 years. The first of these 
federal executions was scheduled for Dec. 9 but 
was placed on hold by a federal judge. The govern-
ment is appealing the decision and intends to carry 
out the executions if it prevails.

As bishops of the Catholic Church, we have a moral 
obligation to teach the faith and uphold the dignity of 
human life. Through prayer, education and advocacy, 
we call on our government, as both Christians and as 
Americans, to turn back from the path of death and 
forgo all executions.

Human dignity can be difficult to understand when 
we are confronted with the depths of our sins. 

But, we believe, from Scripture and tradition, that 
each person is created by God in his image and like-
ness, and the dignity that flows from God’s creative 
act cannot be removed by the actions of any person, 
no matter how bad, no matter how hurtful. We rever-
ence God’s gift of life in those at the beginning of life 
and those at its end, in the weak and in the strong, in 
the poor and in the rich, in the happy and in the sad, 
in the honored and in the forgotten. And we reverence 
God’s gift of life in the guilty and in the innocent.

The Catholic bishops of the United States have 
consistently called for an end to the death penalty for 
decades. When Pope John Paul II visited Saint Louis 
in 1999, he urged an end of the death penalty, which 
he called “both cruel and unnecessary.” Pope Bene-
dict XVI called for “the attention of society’s leaders to 
the need to make every effort to eliminate the death 
penalty,” and he praised lay Catholics working to end 
the death penalty around the world.

Pope Francis has strongly emphasized that the 
death penalty is unacceptable and is an affront to the 
Gospel and to the respect for life and human dignity. 
When he addressed the joint meeting of the U.S. Con-
gress during his historic apostolic visit to the United 

States in 2015, the pope called for the abolition of the 
death penalty because “every life is sacred, every hu-
man person is endowed with an inalienable dignity, 
and society can only benefit from the rehabilitation of 
those convicted of crimes.”

To oppose the death penalty is not to be “soft on 
crime.” Rather, it is to be strong on the dignity of life. 
The evidence is overwhelmingly clear that the death 
penalty in the United States is racially and economi-
cally biased, and it varies arbitrarily in its application 
based on the location of the crime. Most troubling of 
all, we know beyond any doubt that innocent people 
have been sent to death row, 166 of whom have been 
exonerated since 1973. 

As Pope Francis has written, “[t]he death penalty 
loses all legitimacy due to the defective selectivity of 
the criminal justice system and in the face of the pos-
sibility of judicial error. Human justice is imperfect, 
and the failure to recognize its fallibility can trans-
form it into a source of injustice.”

We stand for helping victims and for bringing about 
justice when great harm is done. And God brings 
justice, but he also offers mercy and grace in abun-
dance. During Advent, we anticipate the coming of 
the Lord not with power and violence, but humbly 
and gently as a baby, a lamb, an offering. God loves 
us enough to die for us, to restore us to friendship, to 
teach us the ways of love and forgiveness, to lead us 
to eternal life. 

We ask our fellow Catholics and all people of good 
will to reject the death penalty, and to proclaim 
the Incarnate Lord’s unmeasurable gift of life. This 
Advent, we walk again in the darkness that seems 
too visible in the fear and pain of our sin, but we will 
catch sight of the light once more, and we will know 
that the darkness has not overcome it – and never 
will.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma City, Arch-
bishop Wilton D. Gregory of Washington, and Bishop 
Frank J. Dewane of Venice have all led dioceses where 
executions have been carried out, and where they 
have previously spoken out against capital punish-
ment.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

We are bishops in three death 
penalty states: It’s time to stop 

federal executions for good

Dear Jesus, 
may the light of your love 

always shine in our hearts. 
As Christmas draws near, 
we marvel at your great love 

for us. Let your love transform 
every aspect of our lives and 

impact everyone we 
encounter. Our hearts are 

open to you, Jesus. 
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Dec. 15 – Advent Lessons and Carols, 6:30 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
Dec. 17 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center 
Dec. 17 – Tax Credit Scholarship Board of Directors meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Dec. 19 – Archdiocesan School Advisory Council meeting, 7:30 a.m., CPC
Dec. 19 – Senior Staff meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Dec. 19 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Board of Directors meeting, 3 p.m., CPC 
Dec. 20 – CPC Staff Christmas Breakfast, 8:30 a.m., Archbishop’s Residence
Dec. 20 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
Dec. 20 – CPC offices close at 3 p.m. for Christmas holiday
Dec. 21 – Dedication of new church, 10 a.m., St. Thomas More University Parish, Norman
Dec. 24 – Midnight Mass, The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley, Archbishop Wilton 
D. Gregory, Bishop Frank J. Dewane The “One Church, Many Disciples” 

campaign was a two-year effort 
where 107 parishes and missions 
across the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City participated. Each parish 

and mission raised money for the campaign, 
with some of the funds returning for local im-
provements.

Epiphany of the Lord Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City was one of several churches 
who used the campaign funds for local im-
provements.

“We had been talking about our next project, 
remodeling Bryce Hall (our parish hall), but it 
was on hold until we could accumulate more 
funds,” said Father Stephen Bird, pastor of 
Epiphany.

“As preparation was being made for the “One 
Church, Many 
Disciples” 
campaign, 
our parish 
volunteered to 
be in the first 
wave so that 
we would have 
some extra in-
come to begin 
and complete 
the project. Af-
ter the renova-
tion, Bryce Hall 
is used every 
Sunday as well 
as for funer-
al luncheons, 
wedding recep-
tions, parish 
events and 
occasionally for 
archdiocesan 
meetings.”

Parishes received 20 
percent of funds collected 
up to their goal and 50 
percent of funds raised 
after reaching their goal. 

Father Ray Ackerman, 
pastor of Saint John the 
Baptist Catholic Church 
in Edmond, said the 
“One Church, Many Dis-
ciples” campaign helped 
the church expand their 
parking lot and added 
safety features for both 
the church and the 
school.

“We have complete-
ly finished the parking 

lot across the street, with lights, 
along with some foliage, which is 
demanded by the City of Edmond. 
It holds around 90 cars. It allowed 
us to free up the parking lot that 
is closest to the church for elder 
members so they don’t have to walk 
so far,” Father Ackerman said. 

“Secondly, planned changes pro-
vide better protection for the school 
because the main openings of the 
school face a very busy street. The 
plans for relocation will provide a 
safer and more secure way to ac-
cess the school.”

Father Danny Grover, pastor of 
Corpus Christi Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City, said the campaign 
has helped the church with nec-
essary facilities improvements and 
helped to create a small shrine at 
the parish to honor 

Blessed Stanley Rother.
“The primary project was our 

Blessed Stanley Rother shrine that 
we had installed during the first 
Sunday of Advent last year. We 
got a bust of Blessed Stanley, we 
borrowed some items from Bless-
ed Stanley’s life, some old jackets, 
one of his books actually signed 
by him, that makes up part of the 
shrine here at the parish.”

The parish also re-carpeted the 
office building, renovated all of the 
roofs on the property and installed 
a new handicap ramp. 

“I have been here for almost four 
years and next week we are get-
ting a new associate from Burma. 
Around 40 percent of our commu-
nity are refugees from Burma, so 
the campaign is helping us to fund 
that as well. A lot of great things 
are coming our way in the next 
couple of years.”

For more information about the 
“One Church, Many Disciples” 
campaign, go online to archokc.
org/campaign.

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholilc.

 

December 15, 2019    3Sooner Catholic

“One Church, Many Disciples” campaign 
helps renovate area churches

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

Epiphany of the Lord Catholic Church in Oklahoma City renovated the parish hall 
with funds from the “One Church, Many Disciples” campaign. Photos provided. 

A Bl. Stanley Rother shrine at Corpus Christi in Oklaho-
ma City. Photo provided.
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Official 
Assignments

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

The following assignments 
effective Dec. 5

Rev. J. Santos 
Licea Anguiano, 
CORC

Sacred Heart,
Oklahoma City

Pastor

Rev. Timothy F. 
Ruckel

Our Lady of 
Sorrows, 
Chandler and 
St. Louis, 
Stroud

Pastor

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Reverend George Kroupa, a religious from the Ob-
lates of Saint Francis de Sales, came to the Diocese 
of Oklahoma City and Tulsa in 1940 from Vienna, 

Austria. His order was targeted as a threat by the Nazi re-
gime that occupied Austria. Seeing the handwriting on the 
wall, Father Kroupa escaped with Father Fanguar, Father 
Strasser and Father Novak at first to Philadelphia and then 
to Oklahoma City.

Upon his arrival in the state, Bishop Kelley assigned him 
to The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help as an assis-
tant to Monsignor John Mason Connor. His primary aposto-
late would be the music of the liturgy. 

A booklet published commemorating the 50th anniversary 
of the parish describes his contribution: “With the coming 
of Father George Kroupa, O.S.F.S., from the musical city 
of Vienna, the Gregorian Choir was reorganized. Having 
been trained in the famous Vienna Cathedral Choir, Father 
George immediately activated a men’s and boys’ choir. It 
has no peer in the liturgically correct Gregorian Chant. The Cathedral always points with pride to its 
choir.” As an assistant pastor, he was noted for his extensive work with the sick and the time he com-
mitted to ministering to immigrants, having great empathy for their situation.

Father Kroupa directed the choir for 24 years until he left the diocese in 1964 to serve as the 
spiritual director of De Chantel house in Lewiston, NY. In the photo, he is distributing ashes 

at the cathedral on Feb. 10, 1961. Senior members of the parish recall with fondness the 
beauty of the liturgical music his direction inspired. He passed from this life on May 7, 
1978, and was buried at the Oblate Cemetery in Childs, Md. 

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Rev. George Kroupa

OKARCHE – This Christmas 
season, The Center of Family 
Love is looking for people who 
want to share in the holiday 
spirit overflowing from adults 
living with disabilities. Whether 
it is through a monetary dona-
tion, volunteering time, do-
nating an item on a resident’s 
Christmas Wish List or donat-
ing an item from the organiza-
tional Amazon Smile Wish List, 
The Center of Family Love is 
asking for your support.

Your tax-deductible gifts are a 

major support to the programs 
and services the organization 
provides to the residents at The 
Center of Family Love. To donate 
this Christmas season, call (405) 
263-4658, Ext. 1042, or visit 
www.centeroffamilylove.org/san-
tashelpers to purchase an item 
from The Center of Family Love’s 
Amazon Smile Wish List.

For every Smile-eligible item 
purchased from the list at 
smile.amazon.com, Amazon do-
nates a portion of the proceeds 
to the center.

’Tis the season to smile

The Center of Family Love resident, Shelly, believes in Santa and is excit-
ed for Christmas this year. Photo provided.

LAWTON – Advent is a season observed in 
many Christian churches as a time of expect-
ant waiting and preparation for both the cel-
ebration of the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas 
and the return of Jesus at the Second Coming. 
The term is a version of the Latin word mean-
ing «coming.” The 12 Days of Christmas are to 
be celebrated after Christmas Day leading to 
the Ephiphany.  

During the 12 Days of Christmas, Holy 
Family Catholic Church in Lawton will have a 
number of activities.

Throughout the Christmas season, the 
parish will have a basket near the manger for 
donations to the children of Saint Nicholas 
Orphanage in Cluj, Romania. Parishioners also 
are invited to put their first names in the 
basket so that the nuns and children of the 
orphanage can draw names and pray for the 
parishioners each day of the New Year.

According to Father Phil Seeton, pastor of 
Holy Family, “We celebrate the feast of the 
Holy Family with the Feast of the Epiphany. 

We combine the two feasts celebrating with the 
arrival of the Magi (bearing both religious gifts 
and candy for the kids), music, games, food 
and a gift of a small Catholic book for each 
family.”

In addition, Father Seeton said, “On Dec. 
31, we have prayer from 11 p.m. until 1 a.m. 
to ‘pray’ in the New Year. The service consists 
of Scripture, hymns and prayers thanking 
God for the good things of the past year. There 
is a prayer declaring forgiveness for the sins 
committed against us and sorrow for sins we 
committed against others.”

Each family is invited to bring a crucifix or 
sacred image to be placed in front of the altar. 

“This is a way each family may recommit and 
tie themselves to the life-giving sacrifice of the 
Lord.”

Father Seeton added, “On the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord, we bless water, chalk 
and send home a set of prayers so that parish-
ioners can make a yearly dedication of their 
home and family to the Lord. People who have 
moved into a new house can request the priest 
or deacons to come bless the house.”

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Holy Family to celebrate 12 
Days of Christmas

This is part of a series to introduce the seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

Meet the

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY

Jonah 
Beckham

To learn more about seminary, contact:
Rev. Brian Buettner at

bbuettner@archokc.org or (405) 721-9351. 
okcvocations.com

What is your 
home parish?
Saint John the 

Baptist, Edmond

What seminary do you attend?
Conception Seminary College

If it is God’s will, what year will 
you be ordained a priest?

If it is God’s will, I will be ordained a 
priest in 2025.

What advice would you give to 
someone discerning a call to the 
priesthood?

Listen. God speaks to us in the quiet 
and stillness of our hearts and it is 
through listening to him that God’s 
plan for your life will be open to you. 
Give yourself to Mary, the mother of all 
vocations.

What do you look forward to most 
about becoming a priest?

I look forward most to giving the 
sacraments to God’s people and most 
of all being the witness of faith the 
same way priests have been a witness 
of faith in my life.

Name one thing that every  
Catholic needs to know.

Every Catholic needs to know the im-
portance and how much of a blessing 
it is to receive the Holy Eucharist.

Why choose a life of sacrificial 
love?

Through living my life through sac-
rificial love, I have truly felt more love 
and the loving presence of Christ in my 
life than I ever have before, and this is 
the feeling and the way I wish to live 
my life forever.

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

V I S I O N S  O F  T H E  P R O M I S E D  L A N D
MADE FOR MORE
CHRISTOPHER WEST
with

MIKE MANGIONEMUSIC
BY

Wednesday, Jan. 22, 2020
7-9:30 PM

St. omas More Parish
1535 Jenkins Ave. Norman, OK 

TICKETS: CorProject.com/NORMAN
* Tickets for Nov. 14 will be honored. *

Come and become one who sees.

Please consider a gift in your Will. Learn more about supoorting your parish, school, or
other ministry with a gift in your Will. Visit archokc.org/giftplanning

The Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas St. Jude 
Chapter sold baked goods 
and other items on Nov. 
16 to help the Holy Family 
building fund in Lawton 
during its annual Har-
vest Bazaar. Photos Jolene 
Schonchin/Sooner Catholic.

Harvest Bazaar
Holy Family
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On Nov. 4, the soccer team from Mount St. Mary Cath-
olic High School in Oklahoma City spent the afternoon 
constructing and stuffing shoeboxes for their team 
service project for the Box of Joy program. Players and 
parents donated health and beauty items, toys, school 
supplies, candy and small toys to be delivered to chil-
dren overseas. Due to the overwhelming generosity of 
donations received from the parents and players, they 
filled 52 boxes! The Box of Joy donations were delivered 
to Tulsa and will be shipped to children in greatest need 
around the world. Photos provided.

Fr. Rex Arnold and parishioners at St. John Nepomuk in Yukon celebrated the blessing 
and groundbreaking of their Discipleship Building on Dec. 1. Photos provided.

Parishioners from St. Philip Neri in Midwest City attended 
a virtual tour of 1st Century Jerusalem, which was de-
signed and presented by one of their parishioners, John 
Groth. The 90-minute presentation displayed images of 
where Jesus walked, expressed the grandeur of Solo-
mon’s Portico (where Jesus taught) and the awe-inspiring 
sight of Jerusalem viewed from the Mount of Olives. Photo 
provided. 

The St. Benedict Guild of Shawnee held their annual 
Christmas potluck Dec. 3. They collected donations for a 
food pantry. Photo provided.
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Archdiocese

Archbishop 
Coakley visits 
the Pre-K3 
class at St. 
John Nepomuk 
Catholic School 
on Dec. 6. 
Photo provided. 

Fr. Aaron Foshee at St. Joseph in Ada 
prays during a bell dedication at the 
church. Photo provided.

The latest brick 
paver at St. 
William Parish 
in Round Rock, 
Texas. Photo 
Timothy Tray.
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As clergy, we touch upon very 
holy realities when we baptize, 
consecrate the Eucharist, give 
absolution to sinners or anoint 
the sick. These special moments 
engage divine grace in deep and 
important ways in the lives of 
those to whom we minister. 

In the midst of these sacred real-
ities, we remain, nonetheless, very 
human and fallible instruments. I 
remember one time when a bishop 
contritely divulged in my presence 
that during the consecration that 
morning all he could think about 
was a good cup of hot coffee. 

We clergy need to 
attend carefully to the 
graced realities we 
regularly handle lest we 
end up squandering or 
losing our sense of the 
sacred. The old adage 
reminds us: familiarity 
breeds contempt. An 
elderly priest and pro-
fessor in Rome used to 
urge us as seminarians: 
“Seek the grace to cele-
brate each Holy Mass as if it were 
your first Mass, your last Mass, 
and your only Mass.”

Similar challenges exist in the 
world of medicine. Physicians 
who work with frail and vulnera-
ble human beings every day must 
be attentive when it comes to the 
sacredness of their subjects and 
their profession. 

One of the lesser-known lines 
from the famous Hippocratic Oath 

has always intrigued me: “In puri-
ty and holiness I will guard my life 
and my art.” Doctors face a range 
of unique temptations that the 
oath enumerates: it counsels them 
to swear off “all mischief and in 
particular of sexual relations with 
both female and male (patients)” 
as well as all abortions and acts 
of euthanasia. To engage in any of 
these activities is to lose one’s way, 
forswearing the sacredness of the 
medical profession’s calling.

Yet, some doctors, not unlike 
some priests and bishops, end 
up losing touch with this “sacred 

dimension.” 
An article in the Irish Times, 

written by a physician in the run-
up to the 2018 abortion referen-
dum in Ireland, exemplified this 
loss and profanation of medicine’s 
sacredness.

Following a routine 20-week 
ultrasound of her third pregnancy, 
Dr. Caroline McCarthy described 
her sadness at learning that her 
baby “had no kidneys and as 

a result there was no amniotic 
fluid. His lungs could not devel-
op properly without the fluid, but 
he wouldn’t need his lungs or his 
kidneys until after birth, so the 
pregnancy would probably carry 
to term.” She was told she had two 
options: “Carry my baby to term 
and he would either be born dead 
or die shortly after birth or travel 
to the UK to end the pregnancy.”

After a few days spent in a haze 
of panic and tears, Dr. McCarthy 
and her husband Michael took 
a flight out of Ireland to undergo 
a “compassionate induction” of 

labor at Liverpool Women’s 
Hospital. The terminology 
brought to mind an astute 
observation a friend had 
once made: “Beware of any 
medical procedure with 
the word ‘compassion’ in 
its name; it often conceals 
wrongdoing.”

When the hospital clerk 
arrived to get their informed 
consent signature, the pro-
cedure listed on the form 

was: “Feticide termination of preg-
nancy.” Feticide is a medical term 
referring to the killing of a human, 
in this case during an early stage 
of development –

“fetal homicide.” After Dr. McCa-
rthy’s labor was induced, a large-
gauge needle (termed a “catheter” 
in the article) was used for the 
feticide; it passed through her ab-
domen and uterus into her baby’s 
heart and potassium chloride was 
injected to stop its beating. 

Shortly thereafter, her stillborn 
son was delivered: “I saw his per-
fect little face for the first time. I 
felt that same post-birth relief and 
elation as I had after the birth of 
my other two children. The mid-
wife wrapped him in a towel and 
I held him close. I felt at complete 
peace with my decision and just 
sat holding and staring at my 

beautiful son. In the morning, the 
midwife helped us dress John. We 
spent the day holding and looking 
at him and taking photographs.”

It’s hard to miss the jolting un-
seemliness of the family’s taking 
photos of their dead child whose 
life they had just ended. Dr. McCa-
rthy’s actions cannot be squared 
with her vocation as a mother or 
with her sacred calling as a physi-
cian to “do no harm.” That sacred 
calling translates into helping all 
those born with birth defects or 
afflicted by disease, without ever 
imposing death penalties onto 
them. Ahead of all others, physi-
cians are tasked with grasping this 
key truth. 

Hippocrates possessed unusu-
al wisdom and foresight to codify 
these real dangers for the soul of 
the medical professional millennia 
ago. As we witness an unprece-
dented collapse of the sense of 
the sacred within the world of the 
healing arts today, we must as-
siduously pray for those who have 
turned their backs on that ancient 
and time-tested oath, and vigor-
ously support those fighting to 
uphold its tenets within medicine’s 
hallowed hallways.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doc-
toral work at Harvard. He is a 
priest of the diocese of Fall River, 
Mass., and serves as the director of 
education at The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia.

Medicine and a “Sense of the Sacred”
Making Sense of Bioethics

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

“Seek the grace to celebrate 
each Holy Mass as if it were 
your first Mass, your last Mass, 
and your only Mass.”

HOMELESS PERSON’S

Church of the Nazarene

M E M O R I A L
A REMEMBRANCE FOR THE HOMELESS LOST IN 2019

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR DONATIONS, EMAIL ISPOKC@OUTLOOK.COM

Sponsored by ISP OKC
Bringing radical hope to the homeless with addictions

701 NW 8th Street
Oklahoma City, OK

1 PM ON DEC 21, 2019
The first day of winter, the longest night of the year

In the shadows of Oklahoma 
City, our brothers and sisters are 
losing a struggle for their lives. 

They will not go unremembered.
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continued from page 1

whole heart,” Archbishop Coakley said during his homily. 
“It is an on-going process, a life-long process to hear anew 

the Good News; to encounter the Lord Jesus; to be willing to 
drop our nets and to follow him wholeheartedly.”

The convocation opened with music from Josh Blakesley, 
who is well-known as a performer at Steubenville youth con-
ferences. 

He was followed by Larann Wilson, director of parish lead-
ership engagement, and Jim Beckman, executive director 
of the Secretariat for Evangelization and Catechesis, who 
introduced Archbishop Coakley for the presentation of his 
10-year pastoral plan entitled “Vision 2030: Building a Cul-
ture of Conversion and Discipleship for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City.” The plan is a guide to help carryout arch-
bishop’s pastoral letter published in January.  

“This evening … we continued this path of following the 
Lord, embracing this Vision 2030, the call to missionary 
discipleship, by recognizing the 
need that we all share for a fresh 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives,” Archbishop Coakley said.

“Without the Holy Spirit, with-
out the grace of God, without the 
love of God that is poured into 
our hearts through the Holy Spir-
it, there will be no progress. We 
will not be converted. So, the Lord 
offers us his Spirit and we pray 
this evening for the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit in a new Pentecost 
in our hearts, in our homes, in our 
families, in our communities, in 
our parishes and in our archdio-
cese. Through that encounter with 
the love of God, we will be moved and enabled and empow-
ered to drop our nets and to follow the Lord.”

Joining Archbishop Coakley on stage during the convoca-
tion were Jeff Cavins, publisher of the Adventure Bible and a 

Catholic apologist; Kevin Cotter with Amazing Parish; 
Andre Regnier with Catholic Christian Outreach; 
and Dianne Davis creator of ChristLife. Regnier and 
Davis led breakout sessions on “The Fruit of Inten-
tional Conversations” and “The Power of Intentional 
Prayer.” 

The convocation concluded with the celebration of 
Mass during which Archbishop Coakley consecrat-
ed the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, Star of the New Evangelization. 

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner Catholic.

“Through that encounter with the love of God, 
we will be moved and enabled and empowered 
to drop our nets and to follow the Lord.”

To read or 
download a 

copy of 
Archbishop 

Coakley’s 
pastoral letter 
and the Vision 
2030 pastoral 

plan, go online 
to archokc.org/

vision2030.

Photos Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.
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Christmas Book Wish List

“Blessed Stanley 
Rother”
By Susan Rother Bond
Price: $16.95
rotherstore.com

“The Shepherd 
Cannot Run”
Letters of Stanley Rother
Price: $12
rotherstore.com

Blessed Stanley Rother Gift Shop
Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest Expressway

“The Shepherd Who 
Didn’t Run”
By María Ruiz 
Scaperlanda
Price: $20
rotherstore.com

“Blessed Stanley 
Francis Rother
The First American 
Martyr”
By Most Rev. Anthony 
B. Taylor
Price: $8
rotherstore.com

“Jesus Invites 
Me to Mass” 
By: Sabine Du 
Mesnil  
Price: $6.79
www.ignatius.com

“The Activated 
Disciple: Taking 
Your Faith to the 
Next Level”
By Jeff Cavins
Price: $14.99
ascensionpress.com

“Called: Becoming an 
Everyday Disciple in a 
Post-Christian World — 
A Five-Week Guide”
By Kevin Cotter
Price: $13.95
www.avemariapress.com

Jobs Box
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine   
executive director

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City seeks an executive director for 
the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine. 
This position is responsible for the 
operation and sustainment of the 
shrine, which is under construc-
tion in Oklahoma City. Duties 
include leading the planning and 
execution of all business and 
operational aspects of the shrine; 
providing executive leadership for 
lay employees and contractors 
supporting the shine; strategic 
planning for the facilities, pro-
grams, resource development and 
outreach; serving as the assistant 
secretary of the board of directors 
for the shrine corporation as a 
non-voting member; and promo-
tion of pilgrimages and other ac-
tivities that will take place on the 
campus. The successful candidate 
will be a faithful Catholic who is 
active in their parish life and forms 
their life around the teachings of 
the Church. They will possess a 
bachelor’s degree from an accred-
ited institution of higher education 
(a master’s degree in business or 
other discipline using analytical 
processes preferred); five years in 
executive leadership with complete 
financial responsibility; demon-
strated ability to provide oversight 
to staff and volunteers. Experience 
in shrine leadership preferred. 
Bilingual in Spanish strongly pre-
ferred. Send inquiries and resumes 
to nlargent@archokc.org.

Attorney - OKC
Catholic Charities is seeking an 

attorney to provide high-quality 
legal services to low-income indi-
viduals. The attorney is primarily 
responsible for assessing individ-
uals’ eligibility for immigration 
relief and representing individuals 
before USCIS and the immigration 
court. This position may supervise 
office staff and volunteers. Can-
didate must be a member in good 
standing of the bar of any state 
(Oklahoma State Bar preferred); 
and be fluent in the reading, writ-
ing and speaking of Spanish. One 
to two years of immigration law 
experience preferred, but willing 
to train the right candidate. Send 
resume and cover letter to Sara 
Bobbitt at sbobbitt@ccaokc.org. 

Human resources assistant
The Center of Family Love is 

seeking a full-time human re-
sources assistant to help with the 
new hire process from start to fin-
ish. The successful applicant will 
have a positive attitude, a desire 
to work as efficiently as possible, 
ability to maintain confidentiality 
and excellent customer service 
skills. Qualified candidates must 
be able to multi task and have a 
positive and friendly demeanor. 
Excellent communication skills a 
must. This position will assist the 
human resources and accounting 
departments. Send inquiries and 
resumes to Christine Eubank at 
CEubank@cflinc.org.

Rose Home director
Willow Pregnancy Support Inc. 

is seeking a director for the Rose 
Home to manage all programs, 
ensure that programming is meet-
ing resident needs, develop and 
expand programming as necessary 
and recruit volunteers or utilize 
community resources to facilitate 
programming, including, but not 
limited to, parenting, nutrition, 
wellness, money management 
and child birth preparation. The 
director develops, maintains and 
directs Rose Home in compliance 
with directives issued by the exec-
utive director of Willow Pregnan-
cy Support Inc. toward attaining 
self-sufficiency for all Rose Home 
residents. The director manages 
staff, volunteers and the house-
hold so that safety, health, healing 
and growth are met in a smoke 
and drug-free environment. Bache-
lor’s degree, strong communication 
skills and preferred two or more 
years of experience. E-mail resume 
to mclark@willowpregnancy.org.

Music, drama teacher - OKC
St. James Catholic School in 

south Oklahoma City is accepting 
applications for a certified music/
drama teaching position. A pas-
sionate and energetic music and 
drama teacher is needed for the 
second semester of the current 
school year beginning Jan. 6. An 
Oklahoma teaching certificate 
is required, and experience pre-
ferred. Contact Alicia Vazquez 

at (405) 636-6810, avazquez@ 
stjames-catholic.org.

Principal - Tulsa
Holy Family Cathedral School 

in the Diocese of Tulsa is seek-
ing an enthusiastic, qualified and 
dedicated principal with a pio-
neering spirit to minister in faith 
formation, classical pedagogy and 
virtuous leadership. The principal 
must manage evaluations, bud-
gets, fundraising, academic sched-
ules, building restoration and ex-
tra-curricular activities. A master’s 
degree in an academic discipline 
with teaching and administrative 
experience is preferred. Submit 
cover letter articulating qualifi-
cations along with a resume and 
three professional references 
to David Dean, superintendent 
of catholic schools, at catholic-
schools.office@dioceseoftulsa.
org. Visit www.catholicjobs.com/
job/7737139678.

Substitute teacher - Kingfisher
A long-term substitute teacher 

is needed immediately for a com-
bined 3rd and 4th grade classroom 
at Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 
School in Kingfisher. An Oklaho-
ma teaching certificate required; 
experience preferred. Contact 
Joana Camacho, interim principal, 
at (405) 375-4616 or principal@
stspeterandpaul.org.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.archokc.org/jobs-box.

“Creating a Culture of Encounter: A 
Guide for Joyful Missionary Disciples”
By USCCB
Price: $17.95
store.usccb.org

“Catholicism: 
A Journey to 
the Heart of the 
Faith”
By Bishop 
Robert Barron
Price: $12.80
store.wordonfire.
org
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While most of the letters in the New Testa-
ment are directed to either a community or a 
specific person, there are some that have no 

specific audience in mind. 
These seven letters in-
spired by God seem to 
be addressed to all the 
baptized in the Church. 
Since they are for all and 
have a universal applica-
tion among the believers, 
they have been referred 
to as the Catholic letters.

The seven divinely 
inspired Catholic letters are: 
James; 1 and 2 Peter; 1, 2, 
and 3 John; and Jude. Here 
are some details on each one 
taken from the Catholic Bible 
Dictionary (Scott Hahn, Gener-
al Editor).

James: The letter is an 
elegant teaching on Christian 
spirituality, justification by 
faith and works, confession 
and anointing of the sick. 
James focuses on the pres-
sures and challenges faced by 
Christians as they spend their 
lives in a pagan world, and 
so writes as a spiritual father 
giving direction and encour-
agement in the faith. The 
discourse is concerned, then, 
with practical Christian living, 
admonitions and encourage-
ment and is less preoccupied 
with matters of doctrine. 

 Peter: The letter is intended 
to encourage Christians in the 
young communities to perse-
vere in the face of mounting 
hostility from the world. The 
foundation for this encour-
agement is the Resurrection: 
“Blessed be the God and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ!”

2 Peter: The second let-
ter of Peter begins as a letter 
with a salutation, “To those 
who have obtained a faith of 
equal standing with ours in 
the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus 
Christ” (2 Pet 1:1), and an address and greeting 
(1:1–2), but the remainder of the text is more of 
a homily. The author encourages Christians to 

persevere in their faith and to live in the hope 
of Christ’s Second Coming, even if that Second 
Coming does not happen as soon as they might 
expect.

1 John: The First Letter of John was written 
to confront a dangerous situation: a break-
away group of false teachers (John calls them 
Antichrists, liars and deceivers) were leading 
the Christian believers into error. John was 
probably writing to members of the community 
in Ephesus, and he was probably acquainted 
personally with the recipients of the letter (1 
John 2:1, 12–14; 3:11). Unlike the second and 
third letters of John, the First Letter of John is 

more like an address than a letter.
2 John: Its chief purpose is to encourage the 

faithful to practice perseverance in the face of 
false teachers. Such teachers are “men who 

will not 
acknowl-
edge the 
coming 
of Jesus 
Christ in 
the flesh; 
such a one 
is the de-
ceiver and 
the antichrist” (2 John 1:7). Such is the au-
thor’s concern that he looks forward to visiting 
the recipients in person to discuss the prob-
lem. While short, the letter offers a threefold 

program of fraternal love, devotion 
to the faith and rejection of false 
teachers and their doctrines.

3 John: This letter is the shortest 
in the New Testament, but it gives 
us important information about cer-
tain features of the early Church. 
It shows especially how the Church 
addressed questions of jurisdiction 
and rivalry among its leaders, as 
demonstrated by the dispute be-
tween John, the shepherd and lead-
er of communities in Asia Minor, 
and the local leader Diotrephes, 
who exercised his authority in a 
ruthless and reckless way.

Jude: The Letter of Jude is ad-
dressed to communities suffering 
from the plague of false teachers. 
He had intended to write a dis-
course on salvation, but the crisis 
of the false teachers forced him to 
change his plans. The letter does 
not designate its recipients precise-
ly, but Jude views the members of 
the communities with great affec-
tion and has been well-informed as 
to their problems. Jude considers 
the refutation of error to be essen-
tial to sound discipleship. He urges 
believers to defend themselves, to 
pray, to be committed to the faith, 
and to reach out to those who have 
been deluded by deception. The 
heart of the letter is the condemna-
tion of the wicked and the assur-
ance that their downfall is inevita-
ble.

God is continuing to give life to the Church 
through his divinely inspired word in these sev-
en letters. I thank God for these seven Catholic 
letters. Amen.

Seven letters for everybody!
All Christians read the Catholic letters     

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

When did “Catholic” begin to be used 
as a reference to the Church?

Our word “Catholic,” which comes from the Greek and 
is transliterated “katholikos” did not originally refer 
to the Catholic Church as it does today. “Catholic,” in 

the sense used when referencing these seven letters, means for 
everyone, universal or no one is excluded, which clearly applies 
to what it means to be a member of our Church. It isn’t a pri-
vate club for a few chosen; everybody is called to be part of this 
family of faith.

It wasn’t until the year 107 that the word “Catholic” began to 
refer to the Church as we use it today. One of the first recorded 
uses of “Catholic” in the sense of the baptized members of the 
Body of Christ is thanks to Saint Ignatius of Antioch, the third 
Bishop of Antioch and a disciple of the apostle John. 

During the reign of Emperor Trajan, while Ignatius was being 
taken to Rome to suffer his martyrdom, he wrote a letter to 
Saint Polycarp of Smyrna and said, “See that you all follow the 
bishop, even as Jesus Christ does the Father, and the presby-
tery as you would the apostles; and reverence the deacons as 
being the institution of God. Let no man do anything connect-
ed with the Church without the bishop. Let that be deemed a 
proper Eucharist, which is administered either by the bishop, 
or by one to whom he has entrusted it. Wherever the bishop 
shall appear, there, let the multitude of the people also be; even 
as, wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church.” 

So began the nearly 2,000-year tradition of referring to all 
Christians as Catholics. 

Students at St. Mary 
Catholic School in Ponca 

City celebrated 
DISCOVER Catholic 

Schools Week and 
completed their service 

projects. 

The middle schoolers 
traveled to Okarche where 

they volunteered at The 
Center of Family Love. They 

attended Mass with the
 residents and made floral 
arrangements with them. 

The 4th and 5th graders 
volunteered at a local food 
bank in Ponca City called 
New Emergency Resource 

Agency. They helped stock 
the shelves with food. 

Photos provided.



HUEHUETENANGO, Guatemala – 
James Miller, hermano de la LaSalle, 
fue maestro y vicedirector de la escue-
la de los Hermanos de LaSalle en este 
rincón rural pobre de Guatemala.

También ayudó a dirigir un hogar de 
internado para muchachos de las co-
munidades indígenas vecinas.

Fue beatificado el 7 de diciembre con 
una celebración en los campos de fút-
bol de la misma escuela donde servía, 
que sigue educando a estudiantes del 
altiplano occidental de Guatemala, una 
región montañosa de aldeas mayas que 
se ve devastada por la migración exteri-
or y que sufre altas tasas de pobreza y 
malnutrición infantil.

El beato Miller fue recordado como 
mártir de la educación, ya que su com-
promiso con la enseñanza, la tutoría y 
la protección de los muchachos en-
comendados a sus cuidados --en medio 
de las atrocidades de la guerra civil de 
Guatemala-- le costó la vida.

Hermanos de LaSalle con sus hábi-

tos negros, estudiantes de secundaria 
con sus jeans y camisetas, y mujeres 
indígenas con faldas y blusas bordadas 
llevaban en las manos fotos del beato 
Miller cuando era joven, que apenas 
pasó 13 meses en Huehuetengango, 
pero que dejó una herencia de servicio a 
los pobres e indígenas.

La vida y legado del beato Miller sir-
vieron como un recordatorio de man-
tener “la opción que le motivó a venir 
a Guatemala, la opción a favor de los 
pobres e indígenas”, le dijo a Catholic 
News Service el cardenal Álvaro Ra-
mazzini Imeri, de Huehuetenango.

Él fue a Guatemala para entregarse a 
esta misión, dijo.

El trabajo del beato Miller en Hue-
huetenango puso de relieve la dura 
situación de los guatemaltecos pobres 
e indígenas que a menudo viven en 
comunidades aisladas y marginadas sin 
acceso a la educación o a los servicios 
básicos.

Él asesoraba a los jóvenes a su cuida-
do y, según sus colegas, tenía la esper-
anza de convertirlos en líderes que 

Sooner Catholic12   December 15, 2019

Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Somos obispos en tres estados donde existe la 
pena de muerte: Es hora de detener las 

ejecuciones federales para siempre

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Nota del editor: esta columna apareció orig-
inalmente en inglés el 6 de diciembre en la revis-
ta America Magazine

Hemos ingresado en la época de Adviento, 
esperando y anticipando el nacimiento del Señor 
en nuestro mundo pecaminoso. Con el cora-
zón pesado en una temporada de preparación 
sagrada, recordamos los esfuerzos continuos del 
gobierno de los Estados Unidos para reanudar 
las ejecuciones federales por primera vez en 16 
años. La primera de estas ejecuciones federales 
fue programada para el 9 de diciembre, pero fue 
puesta en espera por un juez federal. El gobier-
no está apelando la decisión y tiene la intención 
de llevar a cabo las ejecuciones si prevalece.

Como obispos de la Iglesia católica, tenemos 
la obligación moral de enseñar la fe y defender 
la dignidad de la vida humana. A través de la 
oración, educación y la promoción y defensa de 
la verdad, hacemos un llamado a nuestro gobi-
erno, como cristianos y como estadounidenses, 
para que retrocedan del camino de muerte y 
renuncien a todas las ejecuciones. La dignidad 
humana puede ser difícil de entender cuando 
nos enfrentamos a la profundidad de nuestros 
pecados.

Pero, creemos, a partir de las Escrituras y 
la tradición, que cada persona es creada por 
Dios a su imagen y semejanza, y la dignidad 
que fluye del acto creativo de Dios no puede ser 
eliminada por las acciones de ninguna per-
sona, no importa cuán mala sea, no importa 
cuán hiriente. Reverenciamos el don de la vida 
de Dios en aquellos al comienzo de la vida y 
en su final, en los débiles y en los fuertes, en 

los pobres y en los ricos, en los felices y en los 
tristes, en los honrados y en los olvidados. Y 
veneramos el don de la vida de Dios en los cul-
pables y en los inocentes.

Los obispos católicos de los Estados Unidos 
han pedido sistemáticamente el fin de la pena 
de muerte durante décadas. Cuando el Papa 
Juan Pablo II visitó San Luis en 1999, instó a 
poner fin a la pena de muerte, a la que llamó 
“cruel e innecesaria”. El Papa Benedicto XVI 
pidió “la atención de los líderes de la sociedad a 
la necesidad de hacer todo lo posible para elim-
inar la pena de muerte”, y elogió a los católicos 
laicos que trabajan para poner fin a la pena de 
muerte en todo el mundo.

El Papa Francisco ha enfatizado fuertemente 
que la pena de muerte es inaceptable y es una 
afrenta al Evangelio y al respeto por la vida y 
la dignidad humana. Cuando se dirigió a la 
reunión conjunta del Congreso de los Estados 
Unidos durante su histórica visita apostólica 
a los Estados Unidos en 2015, el Papa pidió la 
abolición de la pena de muerte porque “cada 
vida es sagrada, cada persona humana está 
dotada de una dignidad inalienable, y la socie-
dad solo puede beneficiarse de la rehabilitación 
de los condenados por delitos”.

Oponerse a la pena de muerte no es ser 
“suave con el crimen”. Más bien, es ser fuerte 
con la dignidad de la vida. La evidencia es 
abrumadoramente clara de que la pena de 
muerte en los Estados Unidos está sesgada ra-
cial y económicamente, y varía arbitrariamente 
en su aplicación según la ubicación del delito. 
Lo más preocupante de todo es que sabemos 
sin lugar a dudas que personas inocentes han 

sido condenados a muerte, 166 de las cuales 
han sido exoneradas desde 1973.

Como ha escrito el Papa Francisco, “la pena 
de muerte pierde toda legitimidad debido a la 
selectividad defectuosa del sistema de justicia 
penal y ante la posibilidad de error judicial. La 
justicia humana es imperfecta, y el hecho de 
no reconocer su falibilidad puede transformarla 
en una fuente de injusticia”.

Defendemos la ayuda a las víctimas y la 
justicia cuando se hace un gran daño. Y Dios 
trae justicia, pero también ofrece misericordia 
y gracia en abundancia. Durante el Adviento, 
anticipamos la venida del Señor no con poder y 
violencia, sino humilde y gentilmente como un 
bebé, un cordero, una ofrenda. Dios nos ama lo 
suficiente como para morir por nosotros, para 
restaurarnos a la amistad, para enseñarnos los 
caminos del amor y el perdón, para llevarnos a 
la vida eterna.

Pedimos a nuestros compañeros católicos y 
a todas las personas de buena voluntad que 
rechacen la pena de muerte y proclamen el 
inconmensurable don de la vida que el Señor 
Encarnado nos ha dado. En este Adviento, 
volvemos a caminar en la oscuridad que parece 
demasiado visible en el miedo y el dolor de 
nuestros pecados, pero volveremos a ver la luz 
una vez más, y sabremos que la oscuridad no 
la ha vencido, y nunca lo hará.

El arzobispo Paul S. Coakley, de Oklahoma 
City, el arzobispo Wilton D. Gregory, de Wash-
ington, y el obispo Frank J. Dewane, de Vene-
cia, han dirigido diócesis donde se han llevado 
a cabo ejecuciones y donde se han pronunciado 
previamente contra la pena capital.

  Arzobispo Paul S. Coakley, Arzobispo Wilton D. Gregory,    
Obispo Frank J. Dewane

Religioso beatificado en campo de fútbol de escuela donde sirvió

l cardenal José Luis Lacunza Maestrojuan de David, Panamá, cel-
ebra la Misa de beatificación del beato James Miller el 7 de diciem-
bre de 2019 en Huehuetenango, Guatemala. El cardenal Lacunza 
calificó la vida y obra del hermano cristiano estadounidense como 
“un punto de referencia” sobre la importancia de la educación 
católica. Foto CNS-David Agren.continúa en la página 13

Por David Agren 
Catholic News Service 

regresaran a sus comunidades 
como profesionales y promovier-
an la transformación entre una 
población excluida de la sociedad 
más amplia.

El hermano Miller nació en una 
familia de agricultores en Stevens 
Point, Wisconsin, en 1944. Ingresó 
en los Hermanos de la Doctrina 
Cristiana, se graduó de St. Mary´s 
College en Winona, Minnesota, y 
se sintió atraído a Centroamérica.

La mayor parte de los años 70 
estuvo sirviendo en la costa atlán-
tica de Nicaragua, donde dirigió la 
escuela de los Hermanos LaSalle. 
Supo tratar hábilmente con el 
régimen dictatorial de Anastasio 
Somoza, lo cual era necesario 

porque la escuela recibía fondos 
públicos, pero también era arries-
gado ya que los sandinistas, que 
ascendieron al poder en 1979, lo 
veían como adversario.

Salió de Nicaragua por razones 
de seguridad y por último llegó a 
Huehuetenango en 1982, en medio 
de una guerra civil, en la que los 
escuadrones de muerte asolaban 
aldeas mayas y los soldados reclu-
taban a jóvenes por la fuerza.

El beato Miller conocía los ries-
gos. En la Navidad de 1981, en 
una carta a su familia, escribía: 
“El nivel de violencia personal está 
alcanzando proporciones monstru-
osas (asesinatos, torturas, raptos, 
amenazas, etc.) y la Iglesia Católi-
ca está siendo perseguida por su 
opción por los pobres”.

La carta continuaba: “Dios sabe 
por qué sigue llamándome en Gua-
temala, cuando algunos amigos y 
familiares me animan a salir por 
mi seguridad y comodidad... Pongo 
mi vida en su providencia; pongo 
mi esperanza en él”.

Poco tiempo después llegó la 
noticia de una amenaza: miem-
bros de un escuadrón de muerte 
paramilitar estaban buscando al 
director asociado de la escuela. El 
beato Miller y sus colegas habían 
entrado en creciente conflicto con 
los soldados, ya que exigían la lib-
eración de hombres indígenas que 
vivían en la “Casa Indígena” de los 
hermanos y que habían sido forza-
dos a ingresar al servicio militar.

El 13 de febrero de 1982, mien-
tras muchos de los jóvenes de 

Casa Indígena asistían a un picnic 
para el día de san Valentín, tres 
asaltantes le dispararon al beato 
Miller cuando se encontraba en 
una escalera arreglando el muro 
externo de la casa.

Los hermanos de LaSalle y la 
diócesis de Huehuetenango em-
pezaron a solicitar la beatificación 
del beato Miller, junto con otros 
mártires católicos de la guerra civil 
de Guatemala de 1960 a 1996.

El hermano de LaSalle Benjamín 
Rivas, que ayudó a impulsar la 
causa de beatificación del beato 
James, dijo que la diócesis había 
esperado incluir las causas de 
cuatro catequistas indígenas ase-
sinados en la guerra civil junto con 
el beato Miller, pero que muchos 
testigos tenían miedo de hablar.

Si bien la mayoría de las cartas en el Nuevo 
Testamento están dirigidas a una comunidad 
o una persona específica, hay algunas que 
no tienen una audiencia específica en mente. 
Estas siete cartas inspiradas por Dios parecen 

estar dirigidas a todos los 
bautizados en la Iglesia. 
Como son para todos y 
tienen una aplicación uni-
versal entre los creyentes, 
se les conoce como las 
Cartas Católicas. 

Las sie-
te Cartas 
Católicas 

divinamente inspiradas son: 
Santiago; 1 y 2 Pedro; 1, 2 y 3 
Juan; y Judas. Aquí hay algunos 
detalles sobre cada uno tomado 
del Diccionario Bíblico Católico 
(Scott Hahn, Editor General) y 
traducidas por este servidor. 

Santiago: La carta es una en-
señanza elegante sobre espiritual-
idad cristiana, justificación por la 
fe y obras, confesión y unción de 
los enfermos. Santiago se enfoca 
en las presiones y desafíos que 
enfrentan los cristianos mientras 
pasan sus vidas en un mundo 
pagano, y por eso escribe como un 
padre espiritual que da dirección 
y aliento en la fe. El discurso se 
refiere, entonces, a la vida prácti-
ca cristiana, las amonestaciones y 
el alentar, y está menos preocupa-
do por cuestiones de doctrina. 

Primera de Pedro: La carta 
tiene la intención de alentar a los 
cristianos en las comunidades 
jóvenes a perseverar ante la cre-
ciente hostilidad del mundo. El 
fundamento de este estímulo es la 
resurrección: “¡Bendito sea Dios, 
Padre de Cristo Jesús, nuestro Se
ñor!”                                                              

Segunda de Pedro: La Segunda 
Carta de Pedro comienza como 
una carta con un saludo, “a todos 
aquellos que tuvieron la suerte, 
como la tuvimos nosotros, de recibir una fe tan 
preciosa y de ser justificados por nuestro Dios 
y Salvador Jesucristo” (2 Pedro 1: 1), y unos 
destinatarios y saludo (1: 1–2), pero el resto 
del texto es más una homilía. El autor alienta 
a los cristianos a perseverar en su fe y vivir en 
la esperanza de la Segunda Venida de Cristo, 

incluso si esa Segunda Venida no ocurre tan 
pronto como podrían esperar. 

Primera de Juan: La Primera Carta de 
Juan fue escrita para enfrentar una situación 
peligrosa: un grupo separatista de falsos mae-
stros (Juan los llama anticristos, mentirosos y 
engañadores) estaban llevando a los creyentes 
cristianos al error. Probablemente, Juan estaba 
escribiendo a miembros de la comunidad en 
Éfeso, y probablemente conocía personalmente 
a los destinatarios de la carta (1 Juan 2: 1, 12–
14; 3:11). A diferencia de la Segunda y Tercera 

Carta de Juan, la Primera Carta de Juan se 
parece más a un discurso que a una carta.

Segunda de Juan: Su propósito principal es 
alentar a los fieles a practicar la perseverancia 
frente a los falsos maestros. Tales maestros son 
“seductores, que no reconocen a Jesús como 
el Mesías venido en la carne. En eso mismo se 

reconoce 
al impos-
tor y al 
anticris-
to.” (2 
Juan 1: 
7). Tal es 
la preocu-
pación del 
autor de 
que espera visitar a los destinatarios en perso-
na para discutir el problema. Si bien es breve, 

la carta ofrece un programa 
triple de amor fraterno, devoción 
a la fe y rechazo de los falsos 
maestros y sus doctrinas.

Tercera de Juan: Esta car-
ta es la más corta del Nuevo 
Testamento, pero nos brinda 
información importante sobre 
ciertas características de la 
Iglesia primitiva. Muestra espe-
cialmente cómo la Iglesia abor-
dó cuestiones de jurisdicción y 
rivalidad entre sus líderes, como 
lo demuestra la disputa entre 
Juan, el pastor y líder de las co-
munidades en Asia Menor, y el 
líder local Diotrefes, quien ejer-
ció su autoridad de una manera 
despiadada e imprudente. 

Judas: La Carta de Judas está 
dirigida a comunidades que su-
fren la plaga de falsos maestros. 
Tenía la intención de escribir un 
discurso sobre la salvación, pero 
la crisis de los falsos maestros 
lo obligó a cambiar sus planes. 
La carta no designa a sus des-
tinatarios con precisión, pero 
Judas ve a los miembros de las 
comunidades con gran afecto 
y ha sido bien informado sobre 
sus problemas. Judas conside-
ra que la refutación del error es 
esencial para un buen discipu-
lado. Exhorta a los creyentes a 
defenderse, a rezar, a comprom-
eterse con la fe y a acercarse a 
quienes han sido engañados por 

las decepciones. El corazón de la carta es la 
condena de los impíos y la seguridad de que su 
caída es inevitable.

Dios continúa dando vida a la Iglesia a través 
de su palabra divinamente inspirada en estas 
siete cartas. Doy gracias a Dios por estas siete 
Cartas Católicas. Amén.
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¡Siete Cartas para todos!
Todos los cristianos leen las Cartas Católicas

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

¿Cuándo comenzó a usarse “católico” 
como referencia a la Iglesia?

Nuestra palabra “católico”, que proviene del griego y se 
transcribe “katholikos”, originalmente no se refería a la 
Iglesia católica como lo hace hoy. “Católico”, en el sen-

tido usado cuando se hace referencia a las Siete Cartas Católi-
cas, significa para todos, universal o nadie está excluido, lo que 
se aplica claramente a lo que significa ser miembro de nuestra 
Iglesia. No es un club privado para unos pocos elegidos; Todos 
están llamados a ser parte de esta familia de fe. 

No fue sino hasta el año 107 que la palabra “católico” 
comenzó a referirse a la Iglesia tal como la usamos hoy. Uno de 
los primeros usos documentados de “católico” en el sentido de 
los miembros bautizados del Cuerpo de Cristo es gracias a San 
Ignacio de Antioquía, el tercer obispo de Antioquía y discípulo 
de Juan el Apóstol. 

Durante el reinado del emperador Trajano, mientras Ignacio 
fue llevado a Roma para sufrir su martirio, escribió una carta 
a San Policarpo de Esmirna y dijo: “Miren que todos sigan al 
obispo, así como Jesucristo lo hace al Padre, y el presbiterio 
como lo harías con los apóstoles; y reverencia a los diáconos 
como la institución de Dios. Que nadie haga nada relacionado 
con la Iglesia sin el obispo. Que se considere una Eucaristía 
apropiada, que es administrada por el obispo o por alguien a 
quien se la ha confiado. Dondequiera que aparezca el obispo, 
allí, que también esté la multitud del pueblo; incluso donde sea 
que esté Jesucristo, allí está la Iglesia Católica”. 

Así comenzó la tradición de casi 2,000 años de referirse a 
todos los cristianos como católicos.

continuado de la página 12
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Briefs

He passed away suddenly in 
August 2018 from a brain in-
fection. When I heard the news 
that friend and OKCR support-
er, Pat Smith of Pat’s Tire and 
Auto Repair, had died, I felt like 
I had been robbed. None of us 
who benefitted from Pat were 
ready to let go. 

A few weeks ago, Julie, Pat’s 
wife, and their daughter, Erin, 
took the time to remember Pat 
and share some memories with 
me. As we talked, I thought 
what great timing our meeting 
was in December because as I 
listened it occurred to me that 
Pat’s name should have been 
Joe. He was a lot like Saint Jo-
seph, that “regular Joe” whose 
role in life was humble obedi-
ence in being a part of a plan 
for all of humanity that was 
much bigger than himself.

Pat was a successful busi-
nessman with four automotive 
repair shops and he advertised 
on Oklahoma Catholic Radio.

He always was ready with 
whatever we needed for a Ra-
diothon from an incentive to 
a donation to an interview. It 
wasn’t all business either. Pat 
sprinkled our conversations 

with updates on his five daugh-
ters, trials and errors in run-
ning and the travels Julie and 
the girls took every year (They 
made it a goal to visit all fifty 
states).

“He was humble,” Julie re-
marked. “Until his death, none 
of us realized how many people 
he helped.”

During one radiothon inter-
view, Pat divulged to listeners 
that he was not always a fan of 
Mother Angelica. “At first, she 
really annoyed me when I would 
hear her. After a while though, 
I thought this woman real-
ly makes a lot of sense!” Erin 
nodded her head. “My dad loved 
Mother Angelica. “

Julie grew serious as she tried 
to sum up Pat. “His faith meant 
everything to him. He wanted to 
do the right thing. He believed 
in good, quality, honest work. 
He would say, ‘I have a wife and 
five daughters. How would I 
want people to treat them?’”

I could not think of a better 
tribute from Oklahoma Catholic 
Radio to Pat. The anecdotes and 
memories profile a man who 
was all about doing the right 
thing, living his faith in ordi-
nary ways. Pat’s life reminds 
the Oklahoma Catholic Radio 
family that all of us have parts 
to play in God’s plan, made just 
for us.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Download the pastoral letter
Archbishop Coakley’s new pas-

toral letter, “Go Make Disciples! 
Building a Culture of Conversion 
and Discipleship for the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City,” can be 
read or downloaded in English 
and Spanish at archokc.org/2030. 
Print copies available at parishes. 

Become a seminarian pen pal!
Our seminarians are away from 

home for months at a time during 
their formation. While at seminary, 
they would like to hear from peo-
ple back home in Oklahoma! To 
become a Seminarian Pen Pal or to 
send a Christmas card, go online 
to archokc.org/penpal, find their 
addresses and write a note.

Perpetual candles
For a $500 donation, St. Joseph 

Old Cathedral will provide a candle 
for a personal intention to burn 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
for one year. A personalized brass 
plate with the prayer intention will 
be placed on a glass candle hold-
er. To reserve a perpetual candle, 
contact the church office at (405) 
235-4565, office@sjocokc.org.

Suicide prevention training 
Did you know you can help save 

a life? Catholic Charities encour-
ages parishioners to participate in 
mental health awareness training. 
QPR is a free one-hour suicide 
prevention training that provides 
three simple steps to reach some-
one who may be feeling hopeless. 
Professional counseling available. 
Contact St. Joseph Counseling 
Center at (405) 524-0969.

Suicide grief support group
A support group for those who 

have lost someone to suicide meets 
at St. Francis in Oklahoma City on 
the third Tuesday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Meerschaert 
House located just north of the 
church building, 1901 N.W. 18. 
The gathering is in a caring atmo-
sphere to remember loved ones. 
Call (405) 528-0485.

Parish dinner
St. Philip Neri, 1107 Felix Pl. in 

Midwest City, will have a parish 
dinner after 11 a.m. Mass Dec. 15 
in the Family Life Center. Dona-
tions welcome.

Advent Lessons and Carols
Archbishop Coakley cordially 

invites your family to Advent Les-
sons and Carols at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 
15 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, 3214 N. Lake Ave., 
OKC. A reception will follow in the 
Connor Center. RSVP by Dec. 9 at 
rsvp@archokc.org, (405) 709-2745.

Creighton FertilityCare  
Introductory class

Learn how to avoid or achieve 
pregnancy or address reproductive 
health naturally with the Creigh-
ton Model FertilityCare System. 
Introductory classes are available 

for engaged or married couples or 
single women. Childcare is avail-
able with reservations. Class is 
7 p.m. Dec. 16 at St. Monica in 
Edmond. Contact Christine Littell 
FCPI at clittell@stjohn-catholic.
org, (405) 348-0480, Ext. 331.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Attend the upcoming Worldwide 

Marriage Encounter Experience 
Jan. 24-26. Apply by Dec. 16 to 
receive $25 off of the $100 appli-
cation fee (promo code: EarlyJan). 
Early registration is recommend-
ed. Visit www.meoklahoma.org or 
contact Gina and Mike Dougherty 
(405) 834-6627.

The Vigil Project
The Gospel of Life Disciples 

and Dwellings presents The Vigil 
Project, an advent mission and 
concert 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Dec. 
17 at St. James, 4201 S. McKinley 
Ave., OKC. Doors open at 6 p.m. 
Contact (405) 778-1107, srmaria@
gospeloflifedisciples.org.

Christmas open house
St. Ann Retirement Center 

invites everyone to a Christmas 
open house featuring Jill Justice, 
harpist, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. Dec. 18 at 
7501 W. Britton Rd., OKC. Christ-
mas music, hors d’oeuvres and 
drinks. RSVP at (405) 721-0747.

Homeless Persons’ Memorial
A memorial service for the home-

less lost in 2019 will be held at 1 
p.m. Dec. 21 at the Church of the 
Nazarene, 701 N.W. 8 in OKC. 

Study and Sharing
The Gospel of Life Disciples 

presents First Sunday Study and 
Sharing at the St. John Paul II 
Dwelling, 4113 S. Eastern Ave. in 
Moore. Explore the universal call 
to holiness and vocations with 
the writings of St. John Paul II 
in three small groups: Women of 
the Way – discerning consecrated 
life: Vita Consecrata; Teachers of 
the Truth – discerning priesthood: 
Gift and Mystery; Lovers of Life 
– discerning Christian marriage: 
Familiaris Consortio. Join one or 
all encounters to be held on Jan. 
5, Feb. 2, March 1, April 5, May 3 
and June 7. RSVP at (405) 778-
1107.  

MSM early application process
Families who would like to gain 

early acceptance to Mount St. 
Mary Catholic High School may 
begin the application process on 
Dec. 1. Early application process 
closes Jan. 14. For questions and 
more information on admissions, 
contact MSM Admissions Director 
Diane Wilson at dwilson@mountst-
mary.org, (405) 631-8865. Sched-
ule tours and shadow visits.

Sanctity of Life Mass
Archbishop Coakley will cele-

brate the Sanctity of Life Mass at 
6 p.m. Jan. 15 at The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help. Imme-

diately following Mass is Ignite, Eu-
charistic Adoration and reflection 
with praise and worship for the 
entire family. Music and speaking 
by Noelle and David McHugh. 

The Emmaus Ministry for  
Grieving Parents

The Emmaus Ministry for Griev-
ing Parents in the Amarillo Diocese 
will host a retreat Jan. 17-19, at 
the Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center 
in Amarillo, to serve the spiritual 
needs of Catholic parents whose 
children of any age have died by 
any cause, no matter how long 
ago. Cost is $240 single/$360 cou-
ple. Register by Jan. 10. Contact 
(806) 383-1811.  

Celebrating Catholic Education 
Breakfast

The 2020 Celebrating Cath-
olic Education Breakfast with 
Archbishop Coakley will be at 7 
a.m. Jan. 28 at Embassy Suites 
Downtown Medical Center, 741 N. 
Phillips Ave., in Oklahoma City. 
Register at archokc.org/breakfast.

Van wanted 
St. Catherine of Siena in Pauls 

Valley is looking for a van to take 
youth and adults to retreats, con-
ferences and archdiocesan events. 
Preferably with 90,000 miles or 
less that someone is willing to sell 
or donate. Call the church office 
at (405) 238-3741.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat
– Tulsa

Retreats are Feb. 7-9 in English; 
March 20-22 in Spanish. Abortion 
can be one of the most traumat-
ic experiences in a person’s life. 
This retreat gives men and women 
an opportunity to grieve the child 
that was lost and make peace 
with themselves, their children 
and with God. No more than 10 
participants attend due to the 
sensitive and confidential needs of 
those in attendance. A therapist 
and deacon guide the retreat. For 
the English retreat, contact Mary 
Lee at (918) 508-7142, marylee@
cceok.org. For the Hispanic retreat 
contact Martha at (918) 508-7134, 
mstanton@cceok.org.
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December

Third Sunday of Advent.

Advent Lessons and Carols, 
6:30 p.m., The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
3214 N. Lake Ave., OKC.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., at the chapel at St. 
Thomas More, 100 Stinson 
St., Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
lang@gmail.com.

St. Philip Neri parish dinner, 
Noon, 1107 Felix Pl., Midwest 
City.

St. Catherine’s miscarriage 
and infant loss ministry 
meets 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. at 
Epiphany of the Lord, 7336 
W. Britton Rd., OKC, on the 
third Monday of every month. 
Call (405) 618-2402.

Creighton Model FertilityCare 
System introductory class, 
7 p.m., St. Monica, 2001 N. 
Western Ave. 

Monthly Novena to the In-
fant Jesus. Nine days of 
novenas to the Infant Jesus 
of Prague. During the nine 
days, the novena prayers will 
be: Monday-Friday following 
Noon Mass, Saturday follow-

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

Join us  
through  e-memebrsh ip

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E    D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E    L O N G - T E R M  CA R E  I N S U R A N C E  R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

KOFC.ORG/JOINUS
join us onl ine today

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
877-707-0752

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Contact me today 
to learn more:Get  connected

To  The  Largest  

Cathol ic  

Brotherhood

ing 5 p.m. Mass, and Sunday 
following 11 a.m. Mass.

The Gospel of Life Disciples 
and Dwellings presents The 
Vigil Project, 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 
p.m., St. James, 4201 S. 
McKinley Ave., OKC. 

Suicide grief support group, 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., St. 
Francis, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

St. Ann Retirement Center 
Christmas Open House, 6 
p.m. - 8 p.m., 7501 W. Brit-
ton Rd., OKC. 

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
toral Center. Contact Elaine, 
(405) 358-3610, ccrprayers@
gmail.com.

CPC offices open 10 a.m. - 3 
p.m.

Feast of St. Peter Canisius.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meet-
ing at St. Ann Independent 
Living, OKC. Mass 9:30 a.m. 
in the St. Joachim Chap-
el; meeting 10 a.m. - Noon. 
Contact Toni Harrelson, (405) 
341-2199, (405) 694-1292.

The Oklahoma City Commu-

nity of Secular Carmelites 
meets monthly at Little Flow-
er, OKC. Anyone interested 
in deepening prayer life with 
community support, call Vicky 
Caudell at (405) 637-4611 or 
William Ginn at (405) 737-
2024.

Homeless Persons’ Memorial, 
1 p.m., Dec. 21, Church of the 
Nazarene, 701 N.W. 8 in OKC.

Fourth Sunday of Advent.

Feast of St. John of Kanty.

CPC offices closed Dec. 23 - 
Jan. 1.

Christmas Eve.

Solemnity of the Nativity of 
the Lord, Christmas.

Feast of St. Stephen.

Feast of St. John.

Feast of the Holy Innocents.
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had a vision of the baby Jesus himself lying in 
the manger.

“In a particular way, from the time of its 
Franciscan origins, the nativity scene has invit-
ed us to ‘feel’ and ‘touch’ the poverty that God’s 
Son took upon himself in the Incarnation. 
Implicitly, it summons us to follow him along 
the path of humility, poverty and self-denial 
that leads from the manger of Bethlehem to the 
cross,” Pope Francis wrote.

The apostolic letter contains a meditation 
on the meaning and symbolism of different 
elements found in a nativity scene, including 
Saint Augustine’s reflection on the significance 
of Jesus, the bread of life, being laid in a man-
ger where animals feed: “Laid in a manger, he 
became our food.”

“Setting up the Christmas crèche in our 
homes helps us to relive the history of what 
took place in Bethlehem,” Pope Francis wrote.

“When, at Christmas, we place the statue of 
the Infant Jesus in the manger, the nativity 
scene suddenly comes alive. God appears as 
a child, for us to take into our arms. Beneath 
weakness and frailty, he conceals his power 
that creates and transforms all things,” he 
said.

Pope Francis encouraged parents to share 
this nativity tradition with their children and 
said that one’s childhood memories of the joy 
and wonder of the nativity help one to recall 
the “precious gift” of faith passed down within 
families.

The pope also gave his approval for chil-
dren and adults who love to add to the nativ-
ity scene other figures that have no apparent 
connection with the Gospel accounts, as is a 

common practice in Italy and parts of Latin 
America.

“From the shepherd to the blacksmith, from 
the baker to the musicians, from the women 
carrying jugs of water to the children at play: 
all this speaks of the everyday holiness, the joy 
of doing ordinary things in an extraordinary 
way, born whenever Jesus shares his divine life 
with us,” he said.

On Dec. 5, the Vatican nativity scene was re-
vealed and the Christmas tree in Saint Peter’s 
Square was illuminated.

“As we contemplate the Christmas story, we 
are invited to set out on a spiritual journey, 
drawn by the humility of the God who became 
man in order to encounter every man and 
woman. We come to realize that so great is his 
love for us that he became one of us, so that 
we in turn might become one with him,” Pope 
Francis said.
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continued from page 1

• Annual Catholic Appeal
The Annual Catholic Appeal supports the work of the 
Church throughout central and western Oklahoma. Gen-
erous gifts provide formation for youth and young adults, 
support for families and vocational discernment programs to 
assist those called to be priests and religious.  

• Seminarian Education
The Catholic Church needs well-formed, holy priests to 
carry the light of Christ into the darkness of our suffering 
world. The archdiocese supports 23 men who have respond-
ed to the call to be seminarians. Prayers and financial sup-
port make their formation possible.  

• St. Katherine Drexel Fund – Catholic education
The Drexel Fund provides financial assistance to struggling 
parishes in the archdiocese to help carry out the mission of 
Catholic education. The Drexel Fund seeks to ensure that 
the system of Catholic schools in the archdiocese is finan-
cially stable for generations.

• St. Jean Baptist de La Salle Fund – Catholic 
teachers

The de La Salle Fund provides professional education and 
leadership formation opportunities for teachers and prin-
cipals serving Catholic schools in the archdiocese. The de 
La Salle Fund seeks to elevate the professional capacity of 
future Catholic school leaders.

• Sooner Catholic Communications Appeal
As evangelization and education needs change, the archdi-
ocese works to reach parishioners and others in the com-
munity with new and changing forms of communication. 
The Sooner Catholic Communications Appeal helps provide 
newspapers to more than 50,000 households in the archdi-
ocese, including to those imprisoned or on a fixed income. 
It also helps Archbishop Coakley, clergy, parishes, schools 
and staff spread the Good News of the Gospel and to go 
make disciples.
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Staff members at Sacred Heart Catholic School in El Reno chose the Kids Back-
pack program at the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma as this year’s service 
project. The privately-funded program provides food for the weekends for needy 
students in the Oklahoma City area. Sacred Heart Catholic School students, staff 
and parents assembled 4,690 pounds of food for the backpacks. The volunteers 
packed six pallets of boxes, which equated to 3,908 meals. Photos provided.

Parishioners at St. 
Francis Xavier in 
Sulphur participate 
in a Eucharistic 
procession for the 
Solemnity of Christ 
the King on Nov. 24. 
Photos provided. 


