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Go Make Disciples

Washington D.C. – The death penalty is outdated 
and promotes a culture of violence, three bishops 
said during a livestream conversation on Oct. 10, 
marked as 
World Day 
Against the 
Death Pen-
alty. 

Archbishops 
Paul Coakley 
of Oklaho-
ma City and 
Wilton Greg-
ory of Wash-
ington D.C. 
were joined by 
Bishop Frank 
DeWane of 
Venice, Fla., 
for the round-
table discus-
sion facilitat-
ed by Catholic 
News Service. 
DeWane is 
the chairman 
of the U.S. 
Conference of 
Catholic Bish-
ops’ domestic 
justice committee and will be succeeded by Arch-
bishop Coakley in a few weeks. 

“There’s no question that we are living in an age 
where violence has captured the hearts and minds 

of a lot of people,” said Gregory, offering that social 
media in particular has put “despicable” human 
carnage on display. 

On Wednesday, the day before the livestream, 
an anti-Semitic attack on a synagogue in Germany 

resulted in 
the death of 
two people. 
The attack 
was broad-
cast over the 
streaming site 
Twitch. 

“What the 
Church wants 
us to under-
stand is that 
taking a life, 
even the life 
of one who 
may have 
been guilty 
of a horren-
dous crime, is 
itself a con-
tinuation of 
violence,” said 
the Washing-
ton archbish-
op.  “It makes 
us violent to 

do violence against another human being” regard-
less of the circumstances, Gregory said. 

NEWKIRK – On Oct. 5, Saint Francis of 
Assisi in Newkirk celebrated its 125th anni-
versary. 

The parish marked the occasion with a 
pet blessing in the morning in honor of their 
patron saint, Saint Francis of Assisi, and an 
anniversary Mass and catered meal in the 
evening.

More than 200 current and former parish-
ioners attended the events that included 
Newkirk local, Hannah Cross, performing 
an historical skit about World War I. The 
skit was about parishioner Agnes Wanko 
Shoonvoer and her journey toward the faith. 

Theresa Horinek, a parishioner at Saint 
Francis said, “It was a great celebration with 
everyone lingering to visit with friends and 
family. I am so thankful for the many pa-
rishioners who assisted in the planning and 
preparation for the event.”

In 1884, just after the Cherokee Strip had 

You’re Invited!
BLESSED STANLEY ROTHER SHRINE 

G R O U N D B R E A K I N G

A R C H O K C . O R G / S H R I N E

NOV. 3, 2019

S.E. 89 & I-35
OKL AHOMA CITY

3 P.M. -  5 P.M.

FREE - OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Bishops urge mercy on World Day 
Against the Death Penalty

By Catholic News Agency  

Catholic News Service reporter Carol Zimmermann moderates a roundtable on the 
death penalty at the headquarters of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in 
Washington D.C. Oct. 10. Pictured are: Archbishops Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma 
City and Wilton D. Gregory of Washington, and Bishop Frank J. Dewane of Ven-
ice, Fla. CNS photo/Bob Roller.

continued on page 11

By Miranda Renteria 
The Sooner Catholic

Newkirk parish celebrates 125th anniversary

continued on page 6
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a Want to learn about the 
future of the archdiocese?
Archbishop Coakley’s new 
pastoral letter, “Go Make 
Disciples! Building a Culture 
of Conversion and Disciple-
ship for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City,” lays out the 
vision for the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City through 
2030. Read the letter or 
download a copy at archokc.
org/2030. Print copies avail-
able at parishes. 

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

October is Respect Life Month. Each year we have 
an opportunity to renew our prophetic commitment 
to promoting human dignity and sanctity of every 
life from conception to natural death. Human dignity 
is an endowment we receive from our Creator who 
creates us in his image and likeness. Though we can 
deface that dignity by our sinfulness, we cannot to-
tally uproot or destroy it. It is not something we earn 
or can forfeit. It is not granted to us by a government 
but created in us by God. He alone is the Lord of life. 

Respect Life Month is a good time to focus on an 
important part of our Church’s prophetic moral 
teaching about the sanctity of life that we often over-
look or question. I am referring to the death penalty. 

In recent years, we have witnessed an authentic de-
velopment of the Church’s teaching on the use of the 
death penalty. In 1999, Saint John Paul II called for 
an end to the death penalty, which he described as 
“both cruel and unnecessary.” In 2011, Pope Benedict 
XVI said, “Society’s leaders should make every effort 
to eliminate the death penalty.” In 2018, Pope Francis 
revised the Catechism of the Catholic Church so that 
henceforward it reads, “The Church teaches, in light 
of the Gospel, that ‘the death penalty is inadmissible 
because it is an attack on the inviolability and dignity 
of the person,’ and she works with determination for 
its abolition worldwide” (CCC, 2267).

While the Church is coming to a clearer apprecia-
tion of the incongruity of the death penalty with our 
fundamental conviction about human dignity and 
the sanctity of every human life, other factors also 
are leading to a growing realization in society that the 
time has come to eliminate the death penalty. 

Let’s be clear that we do acknowledge the harm 
done to the victims of crime and to society at large 
because of heinous acts of violence. We do stand for 
justice. We must stand with victims of crime. Howev-
er, we can protect society and punish crime without 
resorting to the death penalty. 

The use of the death penalty only contributes to the 
continued coarsening of society and to the spiral of 
violence. Taking another life does not ultimately bring 
closure and peace to those who have lost a loved one 
through violent crime. Justice is necessary, but it is 
not enough. As William Shakespeare wrote, “Mercy 
seasons justice.” Mercy perfects justice and brings 

healing and closure. 
This is the message of 
the Cross and Resurrec-
tion.

For many years, 
we have tolerated the 
death penalty based on 
our belief that it was a 
deterrent to crime. The 
facts do not bear that out. 
In fact, 88 percent of criminologists do not accept this 
assertion. The areas of the country with the highest 
execution rates also have the highest crime rates. 
Conversely, those areas of the country with the lowest 
execution rates also have the lowest crime rates. 

There are many other factors that we should con-
sider. While execution is final, our system is not 
infallible. To date, there have been 166 exonerations 
of death row inmates. These often have been based 
on DNA evidence that was not available at the time of 
trial. A profile of the inmates on death row and those 
executed show that they are disproportionately poor, 
people of color and those who suffer from intellectual 
disabilities or mental illness. Contrary to what many 
believe, it is far more costly to execute a criminal 
than to sentence that person to life without parole.

For many years, the tide of public opinion has 
trended away from support of the death penalty. 
The number of executions has declined dramatically 
since 1999 and an increasing number of states are 
doing away with it altogether. It is certainly a cause 
for concern that the federal government has recently 
decided to begin executions again for federal crimes, 
something that has not occurred since 1993. 

I know that in Oklahoma people are generally 
strongly in favor of protecting the innocent unborn 
from the violence of abortion. It is harder for many 
to understand and accept with equal conviction the 
Church’s teaching on the inadmissibility of the death 
penalty. But, there is consistency in our position 
based on the inviolable dignity of every person. 

I encourage everyone to study this issue and to 
pray about it. Those interested in learning more will 
find valuable resources through the Catholic Mobiliz-
ing Network. These are available at catholicmobiliz-
ingnetwork.org.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

The death penalty is a life issue

Eternal God, creator and 
sustainer of life,

bless us with the courage to 
defend all life from 

conception to natural death.
Bless us with the strength to 
respect all peoples from east 

to west, from north to 
south, so that we may truly 

follow the call of 
Jesus to be neighbor.

We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Oct. 20 – Anniversary Mass, 3 p.m., Christ the King
Oct. 22 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Oct. 22- Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Oct. 23 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Sacred Heart School, El Reno
Oct. 24 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., St. James the Greater School, OKC 
Oct. 24 – Senior Staff meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Oct. 24 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Liturgy Committee; 3 p.m., CPC
Oct. 24 – Red Mass, 6 p.m., St. Francis of Assisi, OKC 
Oct. 25-28 – Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem Investiture, Albuquerque, N.M.
Oct. 29-31 – Annual Priests Retreat; Spiritual Life Center, Wichita 
Nov. 1 – All Saints Day, CPC offices closed
Nov. 1 – School Mass and classroom visits; 8:15 a.m., St. Mark and All Saints School, Norman
Nov. 1 – Saints Ball, 6 p.m., National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum, OKC
Nov. 3 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Groundbreaking, 3 p.m., S.E. 89 and Shields Boulevard, OKC
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The Secular Franciscan Order is a 
worldwide official order within the 
Catholic Church that was established 
by Saint Francis of Assisi more than 

800 years ago. Its purpose is to help members 
look for ways to embrace the Gospel in their 
lives and help others do the same. 

Oklahoma’s region, Juan de Padilla, spans 
three states, including Oklahoma, Kansas and 
parts of Missouri. Regions are further divided 
into local fraternities. Oklahoma’s local frater-
nity, fittingly named “Saint Francis of Assisi,” 
includes members from across the state. 

Secular Franciscans live as anyone else 
who is trying to live the Gospel in their per-
sonal lives and work. Members can be men or 
women, married or single, with any vocational 
background. A members must be a practicing 
Catholic in good standing and at least age 18. 
Prospective members embark on a period of 
discernment before joining a local fraternity. 

Unlike religious men and women, secular 
Franciscans do not take vows. They make a 
public profession to live the OFS Rule, usually 
during Mass. This profession is a lifetime com-
mitment. 

Secular Franciscans live the Gospel values by 
adhering to the motto “going from Gospel to life 
and life to the Gospel.” 

Bill Full, a geologist by trade, serves as the 
minister for the Saint Francis of Assisi frater-
nity. Full said the Franciscan way is one of 
constant conversion that is a continual inward 
change that sees Christ in people, nature and 
everywhere. 

“Our mandate is to go out and preach the 

Gospel, using words when necessary,” Full 
said. 

Full said while it is important to tell people 

about secular Franciscans, it is equally im-
portant to ask the community to join them in 
prayer. 

“We serve all people,” Full said. “Our goal is 
to see Christ in everyone.”

Kay Sullivan, a convert to Catholicism and 
member of the secular Franciscans, said being 
a part of the Franciscan community has pro-
vided a direct line to meet the needs of others, 
but said it wasn’t until she stood up and said, 
“yes,” that she felt this call changed her life. 

“People are called to Franciscan spirituali-
ty long before they know what it is,” she said. 
“That is why when you come to your first meet-
ing you start feeling that draw.” 

Sullivan, the secretary and acting treasurer 
of the Saint Francis of Assisi fraternity, said 
her goal is to walk in the footsteps of Saint 
Francis in following the Gospel of Christ. 

“Being a Franciscan has changed my life to 
slow down and look at what God really does in 
my life,” she said, “and appreciate the wonders 
of creation God gives us and recognize my re-
sponsibility to take care of this earth.”

Sullivan said she always was interested in 
living a peaceful life but struggled to material-
ize what “peace” looked like. 

“If you really want to walk like Francis, then 
you must actually live it. You can’t be in your 
car screaming at the driver that cut you off. 
You must be able to accept that and know that 
is not you,” she said. 

“When you think about how you are trying to 
live your life, it’s not just what you say and be-
lieve, but you have to act (in accordance) with 
what you say you believe.”

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

Secular Franciscan Order brings gospel of life 
to communities

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

The St. Francis of Assisi Fraternity of Oklahoma Secular Franciscan Order set up an information table at St. 
Eugene in Oklahoma City. Photo provided.

Interested in joining the 
Secular Franciscan Order?

Contact Bill Full
(316) 558-0422
billfull@cox.net

secularfranciscansusa.org

Did You Know?
You are invited to the groundbreaking and blessing of the site of the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 3! Join 
Archbishop Coakley and OKC Mayor David Holt for this special event.

Here is what you need to know:

 The event is free;

 No tickets required;

 Parking on the site. Enter from 
northbound Shields Blvd. or 
eastbound 89;

 Parish bus parking at 
Crossroads Church, 8901 S. 
Shields Blvd.;

 Parish bus unloading, 
eastbound 89;

 Bring chairs or blankets;

 Kids activities, jump houses, 
Rother children’s book reading, 
keepsakes;

 Rother store on site;

 Music, dance performers;

 No pets please;

 Find more info at archokc.org/
shrine.



Most Reverend
Paul S. Coakley

Archbishop of Oklahoma City
Publisher

Diane Clay 
Editor

Dana Attocknie
Managing Editor

Sooner Catholic Newspaper 
7501 Northwest Expressway 
Oklahoma City, OK 73132

(405) 721-1810 
Fax: (405) 721-5210

E-mail: tips@archokc.org 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 32180

Oklahoma City, OK 73123

Visit us online at 
www.soonercatholic.org

Visit the archdiocesan website 
at www.archokc.org

The Sooner Catholic 
(USPS 066-910) is published 

biweekly except for once in July 
by the Archdiocese of 

Oklahoma City.

The newspaper is not responsible 
for unsolicited material.  

Copyright © 2019 Sooner Catholic

Subscription rate: $25 per year 
for all who are not members of the 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.  
Periodical postage paid at  

Oklahoma City, OK 73125.

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to the Sooner Catholic, 
P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, 

OK 73123.

 Volume 41, Number 20

The Sooner Catholic 
is supported through the 

Annual Catholic Appeal and Sooner 
Catholic Communications Appeal.

Sooner Catholic4   October 20, 2019

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Reverend Frederick Van 
der aa arrived as a mis-
sionary in Oklahoma 

at the behest of vicar apostolic, 
Bishop Theophile Meerschae-
rt, in 1893. Father Van der aa 
was one of the first four priests 
recruited from Holland and Bel-
gium. He would be the only one 
to stay in Oklahoma for his en-
tire career. However, his service 
to the diocese was not without 
its difficulties.

In 1904, as pastor of the grow-
ing community of Kingfisher, he 
loaned the bishop the consider-
able sum of $3,000. He was from 
a rather well-to-do family and 
was capable of such magnanim-
ity. 

While it was a generous ges-
ture, it was indeed a loan. Bish-
op Meerschaert indicated that 
the money would not be repaid. 
From 1904-1913, there was cor-
respondence that was, at times, 
less than pleasant. Father Van 
der aa asked the apostolic dele-
gate (later nuncio) in Washington 

for help in resolving the 
matter. As one might 
suspect, the bishop 
was none too pleased 
with his priest and 

finally constituted a tribunal to 
settle the issue. Not surprising-
ly, the tribunal ruled in favor of 
Father Van der aa. Finally, he 
received his payment in 1913 
(waiving the interest), nearly 10 
years later.

Father Van der aa was as-
signed to the parish in Apache, 
which for a European was a bit 
remote. For 17 years he served 
as pastor, and for many years 
sent letters to Bishop Meerschae-
rt requesting a transfer. Each 
time, he was rejected. Since 
he was a man of independent 
means, he would leave his parish 
to escape the brutal Oklaho-
ma summers for as long as six 
months and return to Holland. 
One has to wonder if this was 
not his form of retaliation.

With the coming of a new bish-
op, Francis Kelley, he was sent 
to Hinton in 1925 and Canute 
in 1930. Assigned to Skiatook 
in 1932, his irascible tempera-
ment finally got the best of him 
and Bishop Kelley informed him 
it was time to retire. Serving as 
the chaplain of the Benedictine 
sisters in Tulsa in his retirement, 
his behavior became more errat-
ic. Sadly, he was diagnosed as 

mentally ill and died at a hospi-
tal in Saint Louis in 1945.

The story of Father Van der aa 
is tragic and strangely fascinat-
ing. Inflamed with missionary 
zeal, he came to Oklahoma to 
serve and spent most of his min-
isterial life facing set back after 
set back; some self-inflicted and 
some not. Bright and articulate, 
his is the case of wondering what 
might have been under different 
circumstances.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Fr. Frederick Van der aa

Parishioners from 
Sts. Peter and Paul 
in Kingfisher cele-
brated the blessing 
of their new build-
ing on Aug. 18. 
Archbishop Coakley 
celebrated Mass. 
Photos provided.
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Ada Hispanic charismatic ministry 
quietly leads by example 

ADA – First Friday prayer 
at Saint Joseph in Ada 
is a great opportunity 
to honor the Blessed 

Sacrament. The prayers and music 
are as beautiful as you will hear in 
places like Mexico, Guatemala and 
other Central American countries.  

Saint Joseph’s program is un-
der the leadership and guidance of 
Raquel Sanchez. She is constantly 
in motion planning the next event, 
and her members are the backbone 
of many of the church’s successful 
programs.  

As Laura Miller, parish nurse 
and office administrator, explained, 
“Sometimes, finding volunteers can 
be hard, but Raquel’s group always 
steps forward and does a great job.”   

One of Sanchez’s events for the 
parish that the Hispanic Charis-
matic Prayer Ministry sponsors is 
a luncheon for participants at the 
Good Friday annual 20-mile walk 
from Allen to Ada. They also do a 
Monday evening Bible study pro-
gram, a July 4 celebration and a 
celebration for Our Lady of Guada-
lupe.  

Sanchez is quick to mention that 
her success could not be accom-
plished without many others help-
ing. 

“Father Aaron Foshee has been a 
fantastic supporter of the program. 
Laura Miller is always willing to 
lend a hand as is Deacon Dennis 
and many others,” she said. 

She added that Manuel Moralas 
has been involved in the program 
for about 10 years and has been 
inspiring with his love of music and 
his skill with the guitar.

An inspirational member of the 
ministry, Maria Leal, turned age 80 
in May. 

“In many ways, physically and 

spiritually, she reminds me of Moth-
er Theresa,” said Allison Krause, 
director of Christian formation.

Maria walks almost a mile each 
way to daily Mass. She walked the 
20 miles, along with Father Foshee 
and as many as 45 other pilgrims, 
on Good Friday.  

To find dates on the next First 
Friday adoration, go online to stjo-
sephada.com/#events or call (580) 
332-4811.

Charles Albert is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic. 

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Parishioners from St. Joseph in Ada. Photos provided.
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opened, a Benedictine priest named 
Father Iserman offered Sunday Mass-
es to Catholic families at Mrs. John 
Smith’s house. Later that year, a store 
building was bought for $150 as a tem-
porary church location. That building 
was moved to the corner of 8th Street 
and Magnolia Avenue in a town called 
Newkirk, 10 miles north of present-day 
Ponca City with the aid of a steam en-
gine and mules. 

A few years later, in 1898, 
Father Renier Sevens from 
Saint Mary in Ponca City 
began the construction of a 

new building for Saint 
Francis of Assisi. He 
did this with the aid 
of contributions from 
the parishioners and 
$500 from the Catholic 
Church Extension So-
ciety. The church was 
built on Main Street 
for an original cost 
of $1,500 and was 
dedicated by Bishop 
Meerschaert on Aug. 
24, 1898.

In 1906, Father 
John Kekeisen was 
named pastor of 

Saint Francis. That 
year, he opened a school with 
his sister at a two-story house 
not far from the parish. They 
taught the upper grades while 
another building was being 
rented for the lower grades. The 
building for the lower grades 
was a house on S. Maple Av-
enue and the extra room was 
used by Father Kekeisen to 
make altars for the church. 

The entire block on W. 9th 
Street was purchased for 
around $1,800 in 1907 and 
that is where the present-day 

church remains. In 1910, a 
school was built on the 
west side of the church; 
it was taught by the 

Sisters of the Precious Blood from 
Wichita. 

Since there were many students who 
lived too far to commute to the school 
every day, the sisters rented a house 
to provide room and board. Anoth-
er building was later purchased and 
moved to the southwest corner of the 
church property and that turned into a 
high school called Saint Francis Acade-
my. It closed in 1932. 

In 1952, the construction of a new 

brick church was started and when it 
was finished, it was blessed by Bishop 
Eugene J. McGuinness. In 1954, a new 
rectory and convent were built. Anoth-
er school was built at the church in 
1960 but closed in 1973. 

In 1994, the centennial celebration of 
the parish was celebrated by Archbish-
op Eusebius Beltran, the sisters that 
formally taught at the parochial school 
and many priests from around Okla-
homa. In 2007, the annual celebration 
of Saint Francis of Assisi’s feast day 
began at the church and is still cele-
brated today.

Miranda Renteria is a sophomore at 
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High School 
and an intern for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. 

Newkirk parish celebrates 125th anniversary
continued from page 1

Photos 
provided.

On Sept. 21, St. 
Mary Catho-
lic School in 

Ponca City had its 
annual Fall Fest. The 
community event is 
the school’s largest 
and most success-
ful fundraiser. Each 
year, Fr. Cason Krit-
tenbrink volunteers 
for the dunk tank. 
Photos provided.
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Blue Mass 
for first 

responders 
A Blue Mass for police, fire, EMS 
and other first responders was 
held on Sept. 29 at St. Eugene 
in Oklahoma City. Photos Cara 
Koenig/Sooner Catholic.

White Mass for 
medical professionals 

A White Mass for doctors, nurses, allied health and other medical profession-
als was held Oct. 1 at Christ the King in Oklahoma City. Fr. Tadeusz Pachol-
czyk, Ph.D., director of education at The National Catholic Bioethics Center 
in Philadelphia, spoke after Mass. Photos Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic.
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St. Vincent de 
Paul Church in 
McLoud celebrated 
the 100th birth-
day of long-time 
parishioner Loretta 
Wilkins. Wilkins 
was born in Beggs 
on Sept. 19, 1919. 
A Mass was cele-
brated by Fr. Deva 
Undrulla. Photo 
provided.

The St. Benedict Parish Guild of Shawnee 
recently hosted their annual Silver Tea Lun-
cheon and meeting Sept. 10. The guild officers 
are (left to right) Angie Lock, president; Jere 
Aguilera, secretary; Susan Ruth, treasurer; 
and Wanda Myers, parliamentarian. (Debbie 
Simonson, vice president, not pictured). Photo 
provided.

The second-grade class at St. Mary Catholic School in Ponca City is learning about the life cycle of the plant and tending their own 
plants. The first-grade class created one-of-the-kind works of art to submit at the Kay County Fair. Photos provided.

Principal Stan Melby and the fifth-grade class at St. Mary Catholic School in Lawton accepted 
a scholarship check from the Tax Credit Scholarship program. The check was presented by 
Alissa Patterson, development coordinator for Catholic schools. (Front) Sophia Emerson, Isaac 
Zaragoza, Ava Shoulders, Mayah Murillo. (Back) Principal Melby, Luke Todd, Randall Weaver, 
Cameron Atchley, Sophia Welch, Lucas Ferrero and Alissa Patterson. Photo provided.
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Gospel of Life Dwellings hosted bingo games during their September 
FUN Raiser on Sept. 7 in Moore. Photo David Long.

The Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School 60-year reunion was held in September. Photo 
provided.

In honor of St. 
Francis of Assisi, 
pet blessings 
were held at 
(clockwise) St. 
Joseph in Union 
City, St. Philip 
Neri in Midwest 
City and St. 
Francis of Assisi 
in Newkirk. 
Photos provided.

Six relics of Saint Pio 
of Pietrelcina, better 
known as Padre Pio, were 
at Christ the King in 
Oklahoma City on Sept. 
27. Mass was celebrated 
by Archbishop Coakley. 
Photos provided.

The Equestrian 
Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre of 
Jerusalem held 
a retreat and 
annual gathering 
on the Feast of 
the Exaltation 
of the Cross on 
Sept. 13 at St. 
Gregory’s Abbey 
in Shawnee. 
Photos Theresa 
Bragg. 

St. Mark in Norman held their Oktoberfest on Oct. 6. 
Photos David Long.

Archbishop Coakley 
and Abbot Lawrence 
Stasyszen, O.S.B., 
celebrated Mass for 
the National Day of 
Remembrance for 
Aborted Children 
on Sept. 14 at St. 
Gregory’s Abbey in 
Shawnee. Photos 
provided.
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Jobs Box
Development, administrative 
assistant

Willow Pregnancy Support is 
seeking a full-time development 
and administrative assistant to 
help manage the administrative 
office and handle duties for upper 
management. The ability to mul-
titask is essential in this position. 
The ideal candidate for this job is 
resourceful, a good problem solver 
and organized. The role also in-
cludes large-scale fundraising ini-
tiatives, working with board mem-
bers and building relationships 
with donors, staff and volunteers. 
The candidate should be famil-
iar with CRM nonprofit software, 
donor databases and other fund-
raising technology. Experience in 
fundraising and bachelor’s degree 
required. Send resume to mclark@
willowpregnancy.org.

Refugee case manager
Catholic Charities is seeking a 

refugee case manager. The case 
manager for refugee cash as-
sistance/refugee social services 
functions as a primary contact 
for these programs. Qualifications 
include high school diploma; at 
least two years’ experience directly 
related to the duties and respon-
sibilities specified; a bachelor’s 
degree in a related social service 
field preferred; bilingual in Viet-
namese, Burmese or Kinyarwadan 
preferred; and ability to drive and 
possess a valid driver’s license and 
clean driving record. Send cover 
letter and resume to Mark Chan at 
mchan@ccaokc.org. 

Senior director for social 
services
Catholic Charities is seeking a 
senior director for social services 
to direct activities of family sup-

port services, homeless services, 
refugee resettlement and disaster 
services while acting on a consul-
tant basis to other departments 
with case management services. 
Master’s degree in a behavior-
al science, preferably in social 
work, a must; three to five years 
of experience in social services 
to individuals and families; one 
year of supervisory experience; 
fluency in Spanish and English 
preferred; and a combination of 
education and relevant experience 
also considered. Send cover letter 
and resume to Christy Knotts at 
cknotts@ccaokc.org. 

Parish and resources 
coordinator

Catholic Charities is seeking 
a full-time parish and resources 
coordinator to serve as consultant, 
educator and supporter for par-
ishes and communities to develop 
and sustain social ministries and 
ecumenical outreach to the poor 
and vulnerable. Coordinator will 
provide support to the director of 
grants and donor administration 
to ensure good donor/donation 
stewardship through various data-
base functions. Must have degree 
in a related field; be a practicing 
Catholic with knowledge of Catho-
lic social teaching and spirituality; 
at least two years’ experience in 
social ministry with education and 
communication skills. E-mail cov-
er letter and resume to bsmith@
ccaokc.org.

Qualified intellectual disabilities 
professional

The Center of Family Love is 
seeking a special education teach-
er to serve as a full-time qualified 
intellectual disabilities profession-
al. Bachelor’s degree in education, 

special education, psychology, so-
cial work or related field or regis-
tered nurse or physician required. 
Minimum of one year of experience 
working with individuals with de-
velopmental disabilities preferred. 
Personal computer experience, 
including word-processing and 
electronic software knowledge, is 
required. Visit centeroffamilylove.
org.

Special event, marketing 
coordinator

The Center of Family Love in 
Okarche is seeking a special event, 
marketing coordinator to work 
with the chief philanthropy officer 
and philanthropy and commu-
nications manager. The position 
coordinates marketing strategy, 
corporate creative design material, 
philanthropy and special events. 
E-mail resume and cover letter to 
Chasity Ladd at cladd@cflinc.org 
or call (405) 263-4658, Ext. 1205.

Constituent relations 
coordinator

Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
School is looking for a detail-ori-
ented professional to provide sup-
port to the advancement program. 
The constituent relations coordina-
tor will work to convey messages of 
the school’s mission and success-
es, which will involve the need for 
strong writing and communication 
skills. This will include alumni 
engagement programs, providing 
administrative support, assisting 
with marketing and communica-
tion, supporting donor steward-
ship and recognition activities, 
and assisting with fundraising 
and special events. College degree 
preferred. E-mail letter of interest 
and qualifications to Chris Stiles 
at cstiles@mountstmary.org. 

Music director
Corpus Christi in Oklahoma City 

is looking for a part-time music 
director. Knowledge of liturgy and 
gospel music are a bonus. Contact 
Fr. Danny Grover at dgrover2010@
gmail.com.

Youth, campus ministry director 
- Guymon

St. Peter the Apostle in Guymon 
is seeking a director of youth, 
campus and young adult ministry. 
This person will be responsible for 
the evangelization and formation 
of high school youth at St. Peter 
and the college students of Okla-
homa Panhandle State Universi-
ty. Must be Catholic and actively 
involved in parish life; know and 
support the teachings of the Cath-
olic Church; and have or be work-
ing toward an archdiocesan DRE 
certification. Visit www.panhandle-
catholic.org/jobs. Send cover letter 
and resume to Fr. John Paul Lewis 
at vicar@panahndlecatholic.org.

Catapult teachers needed
Catapult Learning works in part-

nership with the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City to provide instruc-
tional intervention services to stu-
dents, while coordinating efforts 
with school personnel and confer-
encing with parents and teachers. 
We have various positions avail-
able, such as teachers, counselors, 
and instructional coaches. Visit 
catapultlearning.com/careers to 
learn more or search for Catapult 
Learning on Indeed.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.archokc.org/jobs-box.

This book by Father Gabriel of 
the Carmelite Order originally was 
published in Italian in 1955,  in 
English in 1965 and this second 
edition of the English translation 
in 2017. Father Gabriel lived from 
1893 to 1953 and is the author 
of the four-volume title “Divine 
Intimacy.” He was an expert on the 
spiritual and mystical doctrine of 
Saint Teresa of Avila, Saint John 
of the Cross, Saint Therese and 
other Carmelite saints.

I am a Benedictine monk and 
not too familiar with Carmelite 
spirituality. I do read a daily read-
ing from Saint Teresa, though, and 
every once in a while short read-
ings from Saint John of the Cross 
and Saint Therese come up in my 
daily readings. With this disclaim-
er, I wish to express that, at times, 
trying to write about this commen-
tary has been difficult; still it was 
very educational and I now have 
a better understanding of Saint 

Teresa’s book “Way of Perfection.”
“The Way of Perfection” was writ-

ten by Saint Teresa of Avila for her 
Carmelite nuns before 1567. She 
lived from 1515 to 1582. She wrote 
her autobiography before 1567 at 
the request of her confessor. She 
wrote “The Interior Castle around 
1577.” 

Father Gabriel says in his com-
mentary that there are three origi-
nals of “The Way” with some minor 
differences in them. He talks about 
that a bit. Saint Teresa was asked 
by her superiors to write an edi-
tion that not only could be for her 
nuns but for other people. Her 
topic for “The Way and The Interior 
Castle” is contemplative prayer.

Father Gabriel’s commentary is 
not a verse-by-verse discussion, 
but rather he comments on a 
chapter or a few chapters at a time 
based on Saint Teresa’s themes. 

Part 1 has two chapters: Ch. 1 is 
about Saint Teresa and her book. 
He gives a “plan” on her book with 
Chs. 1-3 about Saint Teresa’s re-
form of the Carmelites. Chs. 4-15 

are about humility and selfless-
ness needed for contemplation. 
Chs. 16-25 are about “prayer that 
leads to contemplation;” Chs. 26-
31 are 
about 
partic-
ulars 
on the 
degrees 
of prayer 
based on the petitions of the 
Lord’s Prayer or the Our Fa-
ther. In Ch. 2, Father Gabriel 
gives a history and a survey 
of Carmelite life.

Part 2 has four chapters 
that cover ascetical works 
that Saint Teresa is writing 
about on mutual love, detachment 
and humility. Part 3’s chapters are 
about mental prayer, contempla-
tion and vocal prayer. 

Part 4 has nine chapters that 
follow how Saint Teresa splits the 
Our Father into different parts. 
This is a commentary of Saint 
Teresa’s commentary on the Our 
Father. Father Gabriel concludes 

the book with a short conclusion. 
There is no index or illustrations. 
He not only quotes from Saint 
Teresa, but he also quotes from 

Saint John of 
the Cross, Saint 
Therese and a few 
other Carmelite 
saints.

This commentary 
by Father Gabriel 
is not for everyone. 
Probably a very 
limited number of 
people would be at-
tracted to it. Mainly 

Carmelites and those interested 
in Carmelite spirituality would be 
interested in this book. It is not a 
hard book to read nor is it a very 
lengthy book.

Brother Benet Exton, O.S.B., 
Saint Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee, 
is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

Book review: The Way of Prayer
By Brother Benet Exton 

The Sooner Catholic

October 20, 2019    11Sooner Catholic

Galatians meet an angered Paul
False teachings awaken his irate side 

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis 

A good backdrop to Saint Paul’s letter to the 
Galatians would be to study the happenings at 

The Council of Jerusalem, 
Acts 15, 1-12.  

This first council of 
the Church dealt with 
a unique problem. The 
Jews who became part of 
the community wanted 
to impose on Christians 
with no Jewish back-
ground many customs, 
celebrations and prac-

tices from Judaism. This 
included circumcision. Their false claim that 
salvation demands circumcision was pro-
claimed passionately.  

They didn’t realize they actually were going 
backwards in their faith to what they consid-
ered safe from their past instead of the new 
path, forward with Christ, which seemed a bit 
scary to them. Fleeing to the past, “the way 
things used to be was better,” is a common 
reaction when challenges and difficulties create 
stress. While a common response, it isn’t nec-
essarily the best response.

Saint Paul was God’s instrument to yell out 
“NO!” to those that were obsessed with a false 
gospel tied to past customs that insisted on cir-
cumcision as necessary for salvation. Paul pro-

claimed this “NO!” in an even more passionate 
way that, at times, bordered on the extreme. 

This is the primary God-inspired theme in the 
letter to the Galatians that calmed the nerves 
of many Gentile male converts that just want-
ed to become disciples of Jesus Christ without 
shedding any blood.  

Raymond Brown in his great tome, “An Intro-
duction to the New Testament,” says the follow-
ing about the letter to the Galatians: 

“In some ways, this has been considered the 
most Pauline of the Pauline writings, the one 
in which anger has caused Paul to say what 
he really thinks. Only parts of II Cor match it 
in passion; for with the prophetic fervor of an 
Amos, Paul discards diplomacy in challenging 
the Galatians.”

The anger and passion of Paul in this letter 
was born from the sad reality that the false 
gospel of the Judaizers was convincing many 
men in Galatia! The lies were energizing the 
Christian base in Galatia and needed to be 
refuted with truth, logic and a lot of energy and 
passion.

Author Scott Hahn gives the following expla-
nation in “The Ignatius Catholic Study Bible 
New Testament,” published by Ignatius Press:

“The success that these Judaizers enjoyed in 
Galatia forced Paul to respond with a vigorous 
defense of the Gospel (1:11-2:10) and a sophis-

ticated ex-
planation 
of how the 
New Cov-
enant in-
augurated 
by Christ 
dispenses 
with the 
ceremonies of the Old (chs. 3-4). In his view, 
to add circumcision and other Mosaic require-
ments to the Gospel is to exchange freedom 
in Christ for spiritual slavery (2:4; 5:1). Stern 
warnings thus punctuate this letter as Paul 
appeals to the Galatians to distance themselves 
from the Judaizers and to disregard their pro-
paganda.”

Galatians 5, 12 is probably the verse that 
best shows Paul’s harshest irony and sarcasm 
to those who wanted to impose circumcision. 
It is where he says about them that if they are 
so obsessed with this practice don’t stop there, 
just go all the way: “Would that those who are 
upsetting you might also castrate themselves?”

May we thank God for having inspired the 
Letter to the Galatians and may we imitate 
Saint Paul in rejecting the many false gospels 
of today and promoting truth with a lot of pas-
sion. Amen.

Pilgrimages
October also is Respect Life Month, during which 

the Church makes special efforts to promote its 
teachings on the sanctity of life, something Archbish-
op Coakley said is “foundational” to the Church’s 
teachings on human dignity and which, he empha-
sized, is not granted by a government, but endowed 
by the creator.

The Church’s positions are “very consistent in 
affirming human life and human dignity at every 
stage,” he said.

Bishop DeWane concurred with Archbishop Coak-
ley, saying that throughout the entirety of a person’s 
life, “we have to see that life is sacred.”

Catholics, Bishop DeWane said, have a moral 
obligation to “say something” when life is not being 
respected, especially in instances that involve people 
who cannot speak for themselves. 

Archbishop Coakley pointed out that there is an-
other side of the death penalty debate that is often 
forgotten: the victims of violent crime and their sur-
viving friends and relatives. While it is important to 
champion the rights of accused, and even convicted 
criminals, Archbishop Coakley stressed, it is import-
ant to acknowledge that some survivors – as well as 
those in the community – want to see the death pen-
alty carried out as a form of justice. Their desire for 
justice, he said, cannot be ignored, even while accept-
ing that the death penalty is not the answer.

“I think in our conversations about the death 
penalty, even though we’re speaking out in favor of 
abolition of the death penalty, we have to affirm and 
acknowledge – not just give lip service to – the suf-
fering of victims as well,” said Archbishop Coakley, 
noting that his archdiocese is home to the deadliest 
act of domestic terrorism in this country’s history. 

As a result of the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing, 
Archbishop Coakley said that many within his arch-
diocese remain supportive of capital punishment. 

Speaking to CNA after the discussion, he developed 
his point. 

“Revenge is not the same as justice,” he said. “And, 
as even William Shakespeare said, ‘mercy seasons 
justice,’ I think just as many people who maybe see 
the perpetrator of a violent crime executed, would 

acknowledge that it did not bring them the release 
and the relief and the peace that they expected that it 
might.”

During the roundtable, Bishop DeWane also ques-
tioned the common assertion that executions bring 
any sense of relief to the families of victims. Instead, 
he said, the act of taking a life in an execution hurts 
society as a whole, while observing that there is little 
evidence that the death penalty serves as a deterrent 
against crimes. 

Archbishop Gregory also highlighted the many 
cases in which a person is released from death row 
having been exonerated by either new evidence or 
modern DNA testing.  

“With the death penalty, there are no re-tries. It 
concludes and ends a life that may have been wrong-
ly (convicted),” Gregory said. The Washington arch-
bishop went on to point out the significant racial 
disparity in the application of the death penalty in 
the United States.

At the same time, Archbishop Gregory said that 
favoring the abolition of the death penalty does not 
mean any lessening of the requirement to keep soci-
ety safe. The choice, he said was not between killing 
or releasing the most violent offenders. Instead, “our 
society has the capacity to take violent personalities 
and put them away so they don’t harm others,” he 
said.  

“The Gospel calls us to mercy. Mercy is never cru-
el,” he said. 

“I think our Church has to be a voice that is faithful 
to the call of the Gospel, which calls us to love our 
enemy and pray for those who persecute us,” Arch-
bishop Coakley told CNA after the livestream. 

“I think that’s incumbent upon us – because we 
have to affirm the dignity of human life, that every 
person has been created in the image and likeness of 
God – even for the person who was guilty of heinous 
crimes. They don’t forfeit their human dignity as a 
result of their criminal activity.” 

The World Day Against the Death Penalty was first 
observed in 2003. This year, the theme is “Children, 
Unseen Victims,” which is focused on increasing 
awareness of the children whose parents were execut-
ed or have been sentenced to death.

continued from page 1

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
and Petra 

Experience the biblical and 
cultural sites of the Holy Land 
and Petra, Jordan, with Fr. 
Don Wolf, May 24 - June 4, 
2020. Cost $4437 pp. Deposit 
$300. Includes: roundtrip air-
fare from OKC, good four-star 
hotels, open buffet breakfast 
and dinner daily, mass daily, 
tours, entrance fees and more. 
Feel the bible come alive while 
visiting all the holy sites and 
the archaeological gardens 
from the 1st century. Renew 
wedding vows at Cana, take 
an unforgettable boat ride on 
the Sea of Galilee in a replica 
of the wooden boat, renew 
baptism vows at the river 
Jordan, soak in the Dead Sea, 
tour Petra, Mt. Nebo, Madaba 
and so much more. Contact 
Mariam Daly at (405) 596-
7086.

Pilgrimage to Portugal, 
Spain, France

Join Fr. Aaron Foshee on a 
pilgrimage to Portugal, Spain 
and France, featuring Santi-
ago de Compostela, Sept. 25-
Oct. 6, 2020. Visit the shrines 
of Our Lady and the saints in 
these vibrant countries. Con-
tact, (580) 332-4811. 

To see more pilgrimages, go 
online to www.archokc.org/
pilgrimages
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

La pena de muerte es un tema vital

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Octubre es el Mes del Respeto a la Vida. 
Cada año tenemos la oportunidad de renovar 
nuestro compromiso profético de promover la 
dignidad humana y la santidad de cada vida 
desde la concepción hasta la muerte natural. 
La dignidad humana es un don que recibimos 
de nuestro Creador que nos crea a su imagen y 
semejanza. Aunque podemos dañar esa digni-
dad por nuestra pecaminosidad, no podemos 
desarraigarla ni destruirla por completo. No es 
algo que ganamos o podemos perder. No nos lo 
concede un gobierno, sino es creado por Dios 
en nosotros. Él solo es el Señor de la vida.

El Mes del Respeto a la Vida es un buen mo-
mento para enfocarse en una parte importante 
de la enseñanza moral profética de nuestra Ig-
lesia sobre la santidad de la vida que a menudo 
pasamos por alto o cuestionamos. Me refiero a 
la pena de muerte.

En los últimos años, hemos sido testigos de 
un desarrollo auténtico de las enseñanzas de 
la Iglesia sobre el uso de la pena de muerte. En 
1999, San Juan Pablo II pidió el fin de la pena 
de muerte, que describió como “cruel e innec-
esaria”. En 2011, el Papa Benedicto XVI dijo: 
“Los líderes de la sociedad deben hacer todo lo 
posible para eliminar la pena de muerte”. En 
2018, el Papa Francisco revisó el Catecismo de 
la Iglesia Católica para que de aquí en adelante 
se lea: “Por tanto la Iglesia enseña, a la luz del 
Evangelio, que «la pena de muerte es inadmis-
ible, porque atenta contra la inviolabilidad y la 
dignidad de la persona», y se compromete con 
determinación a su abolición en todo el mundo. 
(CIC, 2267).

Mientras la Iglesia está llegando a una apre-
ciación más clara de la incongruencia entre la 
pena de muerte y nuestra convicción funda-
mental sobre la dignidad humana y la santidad 
de cada vida humana, otros factores también 

están llevando a una creciente comprensión en 
la sociedad de que ha llegado el momento de 
eliminar la pena de muerte.

Seamos claros, reconocemos el daño cau-
sado a las víctimas del delito y a la sociedad en 
general debido a los atroces actos de violencia. 
Nosotros respaldamos y promovemos la justi-
cia. Debemos apoyar y ayudar a las víctimas 
del crimen. Sin embargo, podemos proteger a 
la sociedad y castigar el crimen sin recurrir a la 
pena de muerte.

El uso de la pena de muerte solo contribuye 
al continuo recrudecimiento y vulgarización de 
la sociedad y a la espiral de violencia. Tomar 
otra vida en última instancia no trae cierre y 
paz a aquellos que han perdido a un ser queri-
do a través de un crimen violento. La justi-
cia es necesaria, pero no es suficiente. Como 
William Shakespeare escribió: “La misericordia 
modera la justicia”. La misericordia perfecciona 
la justicia, sana y trae cierre. Este es el mensa-
je de la Cruz y la Resurrección.

Durante muchos años, hemos tolerado la 
pena de muerte en base a nuestra creencia de 
que fue un elemento disuasorio del crimen. 
Los hechos no lo confirman. De hecho, el 88 
por ciento de los criminólogos no aceptan esta 
afirmación. Las áreas del país con las tasas de 
ejecución más altas también tienen las tasas 
de criminalidad más altas. Por el contrario, 
aquellas áreas del país con las tasas de eje-
cución más bajas también tienen las tasas de 
criminalidad más bajas.

Hay muchos otros factores que debemos 
considerar. Si bien el ejecutar a una persona 
es un final, nuestro sistema no es infalible. 
Hasta la fecha, han habido 166 exoneraciones 
de condenados a muerte. Estos a menudo se 
han basado en pruebas de ADN que no estaban 
disponibles en el momento del juicio. Un perfil 

de los reclusos 
condenados a 
muerte y los eje-
cutados muestra 
que son despro-
porcionadamente 
pobres, personas 
de color y perso-
nas que sufren 
discapacidades 
intelectuales o enfermedades mentales. Al con-
trario de lo que muchos creen, es mucho más 
costoso ejecutar a un criminal que sentenciar 
a esa persona a cadena perpetua sin libertad 
condicional.

Durante muchos años, la corriente de la 
opinión pública se ha alejado del apoyo a la 
pena de muerte. El número de ejecuciones ha 
disminuido drásticamente desde 1999 y un 
número creciente de estados lo están elimi-
nando por completo. Sin duda, es motivo de 
preocupación que el gobierno federal haya 
decidido recientemente comenzar nuevamente 
las ejecuciones por delitos federales, algo que 
no ha ocurrido desde 1993.

Sé que en Oklahoma las personas general-
mente están firmemente a favor de proteger 
a los no nacidos inocentes de la violencia del 
aborto. Es más difícil para muchos entender y 
aceptar con igual convicción las enseñanzas de 
la Iglesia sobre la inadmisibilidad de la pena 
de muerte. Pero, hay consistencia en nuestra 
posición basada en la dignidad inviolable de 
cada persona.

Animo a todos a estudiar y orar sobre este 
tema. Los interesados   en aprender más encon-
trarán valiosos recursos a través de la Red de 
movilización católica. Estos están disponibles 
en https://catholicsmobilizing.org/es/inicio.

La reportera de Catholic 
News Service Carol MacLeod 
Zimmermann modera una 
mesa redonda sobre la pena 
de muerte en la sede de 
USCCB con los arzobispos 
Paul S. Coakley de Oklaho-
ma City y Wilton D. Gregory 
de Washington y el Obispo 
Frank J. Dewane de Venice. 
Foto de Bob Roller/CNS.

Obispos disertan 
sobre la Pena de 

Muerte
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Un buen telón de fondo para la carta de San 
Pablo a los Gálatas sería estudiar los acontec-

imientos del Concilio de 
Jerusalén, Hechos 15, 
1-12.

Este primer concilio 
de la Iglesia trató con 
un problema único. Los 
judíos que se convirtieron 
y formaron parte de la 
comunidad cristiana 
querían imponer a los 

nuevos cristianos gentiles, 
los que no venían de judaísmo, muchas cos-
tumbres, celebraciones y prácticas del ju-
daísmo. Esto incluía la circuncisión. Su falsa 
afirmación de que la salvación exige la circun-
cisión fue proclamada por ellos apasionada-
mente.

No se dieron cuenta de que en realidad esta-
ban retrocediendo en su fe a lo que consider-
aban el ambiente seguro de su pasado en lugar 
del nuevo camino, hacia adelante con Cristo, lo 
que les parecía no muy claro y un poco aterra-
dor. Huir al pasado, “la época en que las cosas 
eran mejor”, es una reacción común cuando 
los desafíos y las dificultades crean mucho 
estrés. Si bien es una respuesta común, no es 
necesariamente la mejor respuesta.

San Pablo fue el instrumento de Dios para 
gritar “¡NO!” A aquellos que estaban obsesiona-
dos con un falso evangelio atado a las costum-
bres del pasado que insistían en la circuncisión 

como necesaria para la salvación. Pablo procla-
mó este “¡NO!” de una manera aún más apasio-
nada que, a veces, bordeaba el extremo.

Este es el tema principal inspirado por Dios 
en la carta a los Gálatas que calmó los nervios 
de muchos conversos gentiles que solo querían 
convertirse en discípulos de Jesucristo, pero 
sin derramar sangre.

Raymond Brown en su gran tomo, “Una 
Introducción al Nuevo Testamento”, dice lo 
siguiente acerca de la carta a los Gálatas, he 
aquí una traducción del texto:

“De alguna manera, esta ha sido considerada 
la más paulina de los escritos paulinos, en el 
que la ira ha hecho que Pablo diga lo que real-
mente piensa. Solo partes de la 2ª de Corin-
tios lo igualan en pasión; porque con el fervor 
profético de un Amós, Pablo descarta la diplo-
macia para desafiar a los Gálatas «.

¡La ira y la pasión de Pablo en esta carta na-
cieron de la triste realidad de que el falso evan-
gelio de los judaizantes estaba convenciendo a 
muchos hombres en Galacia! Las mentiras es-
taban energizando la base cristiana en Galacia 
y necesitaban ser refutadas con verdad, lógica 
y mucha energía y pasión.

El autor Scott Hahn da la siguiente expli-
cación en “The Ignatius Catholic Study Bible 
New Testament,”, publicado por Ignatius Press, 
he aquí una traducción del texto:

“El éxito que disfrutaron estos judaizantes 
en Galacia obligó a Pablo a responder con una 
vigorosa defensa del Evangelio (1: 11-2: 10) y 

una ex-
plicación 
sofisti-
cada de 
cómo la 
Nueva 
Alianza 
inaugu-
rada por 
Cristo prescinde de las ceremonias de la Anti-
gua Alianza (cap. 3-4). En su opinión, agregar 
circuncisión y otros requisitos mosaicos al 
Evangelio es intercambiar libertad en Cristo 
por esclavitud espiritual (2: 4; 5: 1). Así, las 
advertencias severas marcan esta carta cuando 
Paul hace un llamamiento a los gálatas para 
que se distancien de los judaizantes y no ten-
gan en cuenta su propaganda”.

Gálatas 5, 12 es probablemente el versículo 
que mejor muestra la ironía y el sarcasmo más 
severo de Pablo a aquellos que querían imponer 
la circuncisión. Es donde él dice acerca de ellos 
que si están tan obsesionados con esta prácti-
ca no se detengan allí, simplemente continúen: 
“¿Y por qué no llegan hasta mutilarse esos que 
los perturban?”

Agradezcamos a Dios el haber inspirado la 
Carta a los Gálatas y que podamos imitar a 
San Pablo al rechazar los muchos evangelios 
falsos de hoy y promover la verdad con mucha 
pasión. Amén.

Los Gálatas se encuentran con un 
Pablo muy enojado

Las falsas enseñanzas despiertan su lado furioso

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariado de 
Evangelización y 

Catequesis

ADORACIÓN
con ALABANZAS

ADORANDO A CRISTO EN LA EUCARISTÍA

ST. JAMES THE GREATER CATHOLIC CHURCH, OKC

4 de NOVIEMBRE • 7-8:30 pm

Ceremonia de Inauguracicm del Santuario 
del Padre Rother ... La ceremonia de inauguraci6n para el San-

tuario del Padre Stanley Rother sera de las 3 p.m. a las 5 p.m. 
El domingo 3 de noviembre, en el sitio del futuro santuario, S.E. 
89 entre Shields Boulevard y Interstate 35 en Oklahoma City. La 
ceremonia estara abierta al publico. No se requieren boletos, pero 
pedimos su reservaci6n para ayudar con el recuento de v1s1tantes: 
rsvp@archokc.org. Mas informaci6n en archokc.org/shrine.
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Briefs

I was querying Deacon Larry 
Sousa about the recent EWTN 
pilgrimage he hosted with Fa-
ther Christopher Brashears. 

“Let me put it this way,” he 
said, “on this trip, we made 
friends for Oklahoma Catholic 
Radio!” 

The half dozen or so people I 
spoke to could not stop raving 
about the pilgrimage. Every-
one spoke with awe about the 
Shrine of the Blessed Sacra-
ment where Mother Angelica is 
buried. 

“I have never seen anything 
like it in my life,” enthused 
Mike Murphy, who I know has 
seen beautiful churches and 
cathedrals in other parts of the 
world.

The tour of EWTN was no 
perfunctory visit. First, there 
was a very personal Mass 
concelebrated by four priests, 
including Father Brashears. 
EWTN host Father Joseph Mary 
gave the group a talk on the 
Holy Eucharist. However, it was 
Father Mitch Pacwa, the host 
for “EWTN Live,” that stood out 
for the Oklahoma guests: “He’s 
larger than life,” Mike Murphy 
said. “His program warm-up 
was even better than the actual 
program!” Deacon Larry said. 
“He is a character as a priest,” 
said Fred Pope.

Pope also expressed admira-
tion for the tour of Ave Maria 
Grotto in Cullman, Ala. This 
4-acre park displays the work 
of a Benedictine monk, Brother 
Joseph Zoettl. Brother Joseph 

reproduced more than 100 of 
the most famous religious sites 
in the world, in miniature, us-
ing only modest materials such 
as concrete and colored glass 
that were available to him. Be-
cause he was a humble monk 
and did not travel, the sites 
were recreated from paintings 
and photographs.

Melani Roewe with Travel 
Overtures arranged and over-
saw the travels. When I talked 
to her, she was already visualiz-
ing three or four other pilgrim-
ages for OKCR. 

“Everyone got along. Even the 
people who did not know each 
other prior to the trip: when 
they were paired up, they were 
all companionable.” 

Deacon Larry reflected that 
their journey could be described 
as “a retreat on wheels.” These 
Catholic Radio friends illus-
trated how OKCR informs their 
lives.

You will hear more about the 
pilgrimage during the Nov. 5-6 
Radiothon! Are you interested 
in doing more than listening 
during the radiothon? You can 
show support for OKCR and 
your parish pride. Would you 
like to hear your voice during 
the radiothon?

We invite you to participate 
in station identification. For 
$100, we will pre-record you for 
broadcast during the radiothon. 
Sign up today by calling (405) 
441-3798. Leave your name, 
phone number and your parish.

I will schedule your recording 
and call you back. Call today 
because time is limited! OKCR 
wants to hear your voice on the 
radio.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Rother shrine groundbreaking – 
Nov. 3

The groundbreaking for the Bl. 
Stanley Rother Shrine will be 3 
p.m. - 5 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 3, at 
the site of the future shrine, S.E. 
89 between Shields Boulevard and 
Interstate 35 in Oklahoma City. 
The groundbreaking is open to the 
public. Tickets are not required. 
RSVP helps with visitor count: 
rsvp@archokc.org. To learn more, 
go online to archokc.org/shrine.

Creighton FertilityCare 
Introductory class

Learn how to avoid or achieve 
pregnancy or address reproduc-
tive health issues naturally with 
the Creighton Model FertilityCare 
System. Introductory classes are 
available for engaged or married 
couples or single women. Child-
care is available with reservations. 
Classes are at 7 p.m. Oct. 28; Nov. 
18 and Dec. 16 at St. Monica in 
Edmond. Contact Christine Littell 
FCPI at clittell@stjohn-catholic.
org, (405) 348-0480, Ext. 331.

Anniversary Mass
Archbishop Coakley invites mar-

ried couples who are celebrating a 
special anniversary (25, 40, 50+) 
in 2019 to participate in the Anni-
versary Mass at 3 p.m. Oct. 20 at 
Christ the King, 8005 Dorset Dr. 
in Oklahoma City. A reception will 
follow Mass. Everyone attending 
must contact the Office of Mar-
riage and Family Life at (405) 721-
5651, Ext. 109, or (405) 721-8944.

Festival of the Americas and the 
World 

The 23rd annual Festival of the 
Americas and the World will be 
11 a.m. - 5 p.m., Oct. 20, at St. 
Eugene, 2400 W. Hefner Rd. in 
Oklahoma City. Purchase tickets 
redeemable for cuisine and drinks 
from more than a dozen countries. 
There also will be entertainment 
from dancers and singers, chil-
dren’s activities, games and a 
raffle.

Fall craft fair, open house
St. Ann Retirement Center is 

hosting the annual Fall Craft Fair 
and open house 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Oct. 23 at 7501 W. Britton Rd. 
in Oklahoma City. There will be 
vendors, entertainment, tours and 
refreshments. Contact Kelsey or 
Kimberly at (405) 721-0747.

Red Mass for legal professionals
A Red Mass for legal profession-

als will be 6 p.m. Oct. 24 at St. 
Francis of Assisi, 1901 N.W. 18 in 
Oklahoma City.

Halloween Carnival
The annual St. Charles Borro-

meo Catholic School Halloween 
Carnival is 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. Oct. 
25 at 5000 N. Grove Ave. in Warr 
Acres. Admission free. Tickets for 
games/food 4/$1. All ages. Adult 
bingo, games, photo buttons, 
haunted house, pumpkin patch, 

cakewalk and inflatables.

MSM football homecoming, 
alumni night

Alumni of Mount St. Mary Cath-
olic High School are invited to join 
the 2019 football homecoming 
beginning at 6 p.m. Oct. 25 for 
dinner and giveaways. Contact 
Diane Wilson at (405) 631-8865, 
dwilson@mountstmary.org.

Pregnancy, Infant Loss 
Remembrance Mass

October is Pregnancy and Infant 
Loss Awareness Month. A Mass in 
remembrance of babies lost before 
birth or during infancy will be held 
at 10 a.m. Oct. 26 at St. John, 900 
S. Littler Ave., Edmond. To have 
a baby’s name included in the 
service, e-mail rachelkretchmar@
gmail.com. All are welcome to 
join in praying for and supporting 
these families.

Live auction
Holy Trinity Catholic School, N. 

2 and Missouri in Okarche, will 
have a live auction at 7 p.m. Oct. 
26. Doors open at 6 p.m. Tickets 
$25, include dinner and drinks. 

Leah Darrow event
St. John Nepomuk, 600 S. Garth 

Brooks Blvd. in Yukon, presents a 
Leah Darrow event Oct. 26 and 27. 
The high school youth event “From 
Top Model to Role Model” is 2 p.m. 
– 5 p.m. Oct. 26. $10. The young 
adult event (Ages 18-39) “Prodigal 
Daughter: How Dad got his little 
girl back” is 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. Oct. 
26. $10. Childcare provided; rec-
ommended donation $5-$10 per 
family. The mother/daughter tea 
and talk event “Decent Exposure: 
Why Women must Reclaim Beauty 
for Females” is Noon – 3 p.m. Oct.  
27. $25 per couple; $5 for addi-
tional ticket. RSVP at www.sjnok.
org/news or call (405) 354-2743.

Magic at The Mount 
The annual Magic at The Mount 

auction is 5:15 p.m. Oct. 26 at 
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
School. The evening includes a 
live, silent and dessert auction. 
Tickets at www.mountstmary.org. 
For more information or to spon-
sor a table, contact Tonya Avery at 
taveryt@mountstmary.org. 

Bishop McGuinness open house
Open house will be 1 p.m. to 3 

p.m. Oct. 27 at Bishop McGuin-
ness Catholic High School, 801 
N.W. 50 in Oklahoma City.

Love and Mercy
Love and Mercy: Faustina will 

be in select movie theaters Oct. 
28. Visit www.fathomevents.com/
events/faustina-love-and-mercy.

Study and Sharing
The Gospel of Life Disciples 

present First Sunday Study and 
Sharing at the St. John Paul II 
Dwelling, 4113 S. Eastern Ave. 
in Moore. Explore the universal 

call to holiness and vocations with 
the writings of St. Paul II in three 
small groups: Women of the Way 
– discerning consecrated life: Vita 
Consecrata; Teachers of the Truth 
– discerning priesthood: Gift and 
Mystery; Lovers of Life – discern-
ing Christian marriage: Familiaris 
Consortio. Join one or all encoun-
ters to be held on Nov. 3, Dec. 1, 

Jan. 5, Feb. 2, March 1, April 5, 
May 3 and June 7. RSVP at (405) 
778-1107.  

Night of Eucharistic adoration
Adoration with praise and wor-

ship, adoring Christ in the Eucha-
rist, will be 7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Nov. 
4 at. St. James, 4201 S. McKinley 
Ave., in Oklahoma City. 
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Anniversary Mass, 3 p.m. at 
Christ the King, 8005 Dorset 
Dr., Nichols Hills.

Festival of the Americas and 
the World, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
at St. Eugene, 2400 W. Hef-
ner Rd., Oklahoma City.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
man. Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com   

St. Catherine’s miscarriage 
and infant loss ministry 
meets 6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m. at 
Epiphany of the Lord, 7336 
W. Britton Rd., Oklahoma 
City on the third Monday of 
every month. Call (405) 618-
2402.

Feast of St. John Paul II.

Feast of St. John Capistrano.

St. Ann Retirement Center 
craft fair, open house, 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m. at 7501 W. Brit-
ton Rd., Oklahoma City.

Feast of St. Anthony Mary 
Claret.

Bingo at St. James, 6:30 
p.m. at 41st and S. McKinley, 
Oklahoma City.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

Red Mass for legal profession-
als, 6 p.m. at St. Francis of 
Assisi, 1901 N.W. 18, Okla-
homa City.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact 
Elaine at (405) 358-3610, 
ccrprayers@gmail.com.

25 Halloween Carnival, 6 
p.m.-9 p.m. at St. Charles 
Borromeo, 5000 N. Grove 
Ave., Warr Acres.

MSM football homecoming, 
alumni night, 6 p.m. at 2801 
S. Shartel Ave., Oklahoma 
City. 

Leah Darrow event, Oct. 26-
27, at St. John Nepomuk, 
600 S. Garth Brooks Blvd., 
Yukon. Visit www.sjnok.org/
news.

Pregnancy, Infant Loss Re-
membrance Mass, 10 a.m. at 
St. John, 900 S. Littler Ave, 
Edmond.

Magic at The Mount auction 
event, 5:15 p.m. at Mount St. 
Mary Catholic High School, 
2801 S. Shartel Ave., Oklaho-
ma City.

Live auction, 7 p.m., Holy 
Trinity Catholic School, N. 2 
and Missouri, Okarche.

Bishop McGuinness open 
house, 1 p.m.- 3 p.m. at 801 
N.W. 50, Oklahoma City, 

Feast of Sts. Simon and Jude.

“Love and Mercy: Faustina” 
will be in select movie theaters 
Oct. 28. 

Creighton FertilityCare Intro-
ductory class, 7 p.m. at St. 
Monica, 2001 N. Western Ave., 
Edmond.

November

All Saints’ Day. CPC offices 
closed.

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center. Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
reconciliation prior to 7 p.m. 
Mass. Call (405) 721-8944, 
(405) 528-6252.

All Souls’ Day.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meet-
ing at St. Ann Retirement 
Center, OKC. Mass 9:30 a.m., 
St. Joachim Chapel; meeting 
10 a.m.-Noon. Contact Toni 
Harrelson, (405) 341-2199, 
(405) 694-1292.
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Please consider a gift in your Will. Learn more about supoorting your parish, school, or
other ministry with a gift in your Will. Visit archokc.org/giftplanning
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Name: ____________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________ State: ______  Zip: _____________

Mobile: ____________________________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________

Parish: ____________________________________________________________

Please complete and cut out this form, place it in an envelope, affix first-class postage, and mail it to: 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, Tax Credit Scholarship, P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City  |  Tax Credit Scholarship  |  P.O. Box 32180 | Oklahoma City, OK 73123  |  405-709-2745  |  ARCHOKC.ORG/TCS

q I will be making a ONE-YEAR gift: (50% Tax Credit)

         q Joint Tax Filing: My Gift $4,000  |  Tax Credit $2,000

         q Individual: My Gift $2,000  |  Tax Credit $1,000

         q  Other Amount: $ __________________

TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP
Your Tax Credit will reduce the amount of state income tax due.

Filing taxes as: (Check one)    q Joint Tax Filing    q Individual   Social Security Number(s): ____________________________________________________________________

 OR
q  Business Entity: Please provide best phone number to reach you: _______________________________________________________________________________________________

q I will be making a TWO-YEAR pledge: (75% Tax Credit) 

         q Joint Tax Filing: My Pledge $5,334  |  Annual Gift $2,667  |  Tax Credit $2,000

         q Individual: My Pledge $2,667  |  Annual Gift $1,333  |  Tax Credit $1,000 

         q  Other Amount: $ __________________

q My gift is for the schools most in need. OR
q  Please designate the following school to receive my gift: 

_________________________________________________________________

Give the gift of a Catholic Education at little cost to you.

q Enclosed is my check payable to: Tax Credit Scholarship

q  Please charge my credit card $ _____________________

q Mastercard       q Visa        q AmEx       q Discover      

Account #_____________________________________________________________    

3-4 Digit Sec. Code:  __  __  __  __     Exp.  __  __ / __  __          

I understand that my credit card will be charged on the 10th of each month.

Signature ________________________________________ Date ___________________

Two Ways To Give
Step 1: Give the Gift of a Catholic Education
Gifts of all amounts are welcome. Donors may designate a portion of their gift to a school of their choice. The remainder of their gift 
will go to the schools most in need. The sample amounts below are calculated to receive the maximum state tax credit.

Step 2: Receive an Oklahoma State Income Tax Credit
A 2-year gift commitment qualifies the donor for a 75% tax credit; a 1-year commitment allows for a 50% tax credit. In early January, the 
Tax Credit Scholarship program reports gifts to the state. After applying the state tax credit, the remaining amount may be deducted as a 
charitable contribution from your federal taxes.

For calendar year 2019, the Oklahoma legislature allocated $5 million in total Equal Opportunity Education Scholarship tax credits. If total 
gifts to Oklahoma Scholarship Granting Organizations result in tax credits exceeding the limit, the actual tax credit percentage will be 
prorated proportionally, with the unused, “suspended” credits available to the donor in the next immediate tax year.

Make a gift: Go online archokc.org/tcs OR make a check payable to "Tax Credit Scholarship"

 Annual 75%   Annual 50% 
 Gift Amount Tax Credit Gift Amount Tax Credit

 $2,667 $2,000 $4,000 $2,000
 $1,333 $1,000 $2,000 $1,000
 $133,000 $100,000 $200,000 $100,000

2-year gift commitment 1-year gift

Couple Filing Jointly:
Filing as an Individual:
Qualified Business Entity:

 $5,334
 $2,667
 $266,000

Pledge For Frequently Asked Questions 
Please visit archokc.org/tcs 
or call 405-709-2745

Send to: Archdiocese of Oklahoma City | Tax Credit Scholarship | P.O. Box 32180 | Oklahoma City, OK 73123


