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Go Make Disciples

Oklahoma City partnerships enhance 
Catholic school communities

Cristo Rey 
work-study 

model building 
future leaders

Catholic Schools Week
See the Sooner Catholic

section on pages 7-10. 

As Catholic schools look to grow as innova-
tors in education, more school and commu-
nity partnerships are emerging. These part-

nerships help create learning environments where 
youth can learn, families can be strengthened, and 
communities can thrive.

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City has embraced 
this culture of collaboration through two outstand-
ing partnerships: Good Shepherd Catholic School 
at Mercy and Cristo Rey Oklahoma City Catholic 
High School.

Good Shepherd Catholic School at Mercy
Good Shepherd is a collaboration between the 

University of Central Oklahoma, Mercy Health and 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

The Good Shepherd Catholic School at Mercy was 
established in 2011 and is located on the Mercy 
Health Center campus. Their mission is to provide 
a therapeutic environment for children diagnosed 
with autism and other developmental delays to 
reach their full potential. Their goal is to provide 
specific learning and therapeutic opportunities for 
children to become successful in all environments. 
The therapy programs are implemented by highly 

trained staff through an individualized curriculum.
NCEA: How did the collaboration with Good 

Shepherd Catholic School come to fruition?
Mary Sweet-Darter: Most partnerships begin 

with high-level negotiations and sophisticated bar-
gaining. This one started with a car ride around the 
Mercy Health Center Campus in Oklahoma City. 
In 2011, Di Smalley, executive director of Mercy 
Health Systems (Mercy) and Kyle Sweet, of Sweet 
Law Firm in Oklahoma City, a Mercy board mem-
ber, were touring the Mercy campus and discussing 
future plans for expansion. On one corner of the 
large Mercy campus sat an empty one-story child-
care center. 

To make way for another of Mercy’s many spe-
cialty service expansions, the small building was 
being considered for demolition. As Smalley pointed 
to the building, Sweet turned to her and asked her 
not to tear down the small building without first 
talking to his mother, a professor of school psychol-
ogy at the University of Central Oklahoma. Smalley 
graciously agreed, and within a few days the hope 

Editor’s note: This article was originally published in the National Catholic Educational Association’s 
summer 2018 Momentum magazine. 

In a question and answer format, Momentum magazine spoke to Oklahoma education leaders:
• Diane Floyd, superintendent of schools, Archdiocese of Oklahoma City; 
• James Machell, dean, College of Education and Professional Studies, University of Central Oklahoma; 
• Patricia Filer, executive director, Good Shepherd Catholic School at Mercy; 
• Mary Sweet-Darter, school psychology professor emeritus, UCO, Good Shepherd board member and 

current director of the Anselm Center for Evaluation and Consultation in Edmond; and 
• Renee Porter, president of Cristo Rey Oklahoma City Catholic High School.

continued on page 10

Still in its inaugural year, Cris-
to Rey Oklahoma City Catholic 
High School is already stand-
ing out as a college preparatory 
school through the integration of 
classroom education and work-
study experience. The school has 
partnered with 37 companies in 
Oklahoma, in various industries, 
to provide an exceptional opportu-
nity for students to acquire valu-
able, relevant workplace skills to 
supplement their learning.

Prior to the start of the school 
year, the first freshman class 
spent two weeks participating in 
a success training program. The 
process helped the work-study 
team at Cristo Rey understand 
everyone’s strengths and place 
them in positions best suited to 
their skills. It also provided stu-
dents the confidence and knowl-
edge they needed to enter the 
workplace ready to contribute as a 
productive employee. 

Each partner company, includ-
ing the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, offers a full-time “job shar-
ing” position and employs a team 
of four students, who each work 
one assigned day per week, plus 
one Friday each month. Cristo Rey 
designed the schedules so that 
students never miss classroom 
instruction time. In addition, stu-
dents are provided with trans

By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

continued on page 8



Sooner Catholic2    January 13, 2019

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a The 12th annual Faith 
Community Nurses’ As-
sociation Conference will 
be March 1 at Crossings 
Community Center in OKC. 
The presentation will be on, 
“When Disaster Hits: The 
Role of the Faith Commu-
nity.”  For registration and 
brochure, visit www.fcnaok.
org or contact fcnaok@gmail.
com.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

As readers who occasionally scan my public cal-
endar in the Sooner Catholic or on the archdiocesan 
website can attest, I spend a lot of time visiting our 
Catholic schools. Every year I travel to each of our 22 
Catholic elementary and secondary schools around 
the archdiocese. 

Among these, we have three Catholic high schools 
(including the new Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 
School), 18 elementary schools and one school for 
children with special needs (Good Shepherd Catholic 
School at Mercy). I am proud of each of these insti-
tutions. Each one represents a shared commitment 
among parents, pastors, administrators, faculty and 
staff, the parishes and the archdiocese. At Good 
Shepherd and Cristo Rey, we also enjoy a special 
partnership with local businesses and other public 
and private institutions.

From the earliest days 
of the Church’s history in 
the United States and in 
Oklahoma, Catholic schools 
have had an irreplaceable 
role in the life and mission 
of the Church. They have 
served not only our Catho-
lic people and parishes but 
have made an incalculable 
contribution to the broader 
community as well. Much of 
the credit for this rich heri-
tage is owed to the religious 
women and men who pio-
neered our earliest Catholic 
schools. We celebrate this 
ongoing commitment and 
legacy annually during Catholic Schools Week, which 
we observe this year from Jan. 27 through Feb. 2.

The theme for Catholic Schools Week 2019 is 
“Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.” Our 
schools are committed to pursuing and promoting 
excellence in every sphere. However, we can achieve 
this only if we are clear about why we exist at all. As 
we seek to raise standards across the board, we raise 
highest the standard of our faith. 

The value-added quality of our Catholic schools is 
that they enjoy the privileged opportunity to partner 
with parents in handing on our Catholic faith. As an 
expression of the Church’s mission to “Go Make Dis-
ciples” our schools’ primary purpose is to be evange-
lizing communities of disciples. 

Catholic schools are privileged places of evangeliza-
tion. Here, faith is nurtured through a close collabo-
ration with parents. Faith is celebrated through wor-
ship and prayer. Faith is lived out in loving service to 
others. Faith is strengthened as it is integrated across 
the entire curriculum and in every facet of the educa-

tional environment. 
Here, we pursue 

excellence in academic 
instruction, character 
development as well as 
faith formation. We do 
this by being authen-
tically Catholic in our 
teaching and practice, but also by being inclusive 
of students from every social, economic and ethnic 
background. We welcome students of other faith 
traditions, but owe them an opportunity to appreciate 
the fullness of our Catholic faith and heritage.

In order for our Catholic schools to continue to 
thrive, we have to strategize ways to expand our 
enrollment, keep our schools sustainable and make 

Catholic schools accessible 
to more and more children 
and their families. Our 
schools need a solid finan-
cial footing if they are to 
remain viable. Our schools 
need ways to provide tuition 
assistance and scholarships 
for those who otherwise 
would not have the opportu-
nity to enjoy the benefits of 
a Catholic education. These 
remain some of the greatest 
challenges to the continued 
flourishing of our Catholic 
schools. 

For more than 100 years, 
our Catholic schools in 
Oklahoma have flourished 

because of the generous stewardship of families, 
religious women and men, priests and parishioners 
who together have made tremendous sacrifices to 
make Catholic schools available for their children, 
grandchildren and their neighbor’s children. Increas-
ingly, we are finding ways to engage the business and 
civic community to provide opportunities for parents 
to choose a Catholic education as well. It always has 
been a shared commitment and a shared sacrifice. 

The future depends on our ability to sustain this 
spirit of stewardship. Today, we are benefitting from 
the sacrifices of those who have gone before us. And, 
we have to keep in mind those who will come after 
us. Parents of today’s Catholic school children cannot 
be left to shoulder the full cost of Catholic education 
alone. For most, it simply is too expensive. Whether 
or not we have children in Catholic schools we all 
benefit from maintaining strong Catholic schools. 

I hope you enjoy the insert in this issue that pro-
files our Catholic schools and how we are striving to 
keep them strong.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Catholic schools: Learn. Serve. 
Lead. Succeed.

Thank you, Father, for 
the blessing of our Catholic 
schools. Help us to grow in 

faith, hope and love
as we are taught about you,

your Church and 
our own salvation.

Thank you, Jesus, for the 
blessing of all the parishes, 

priests, religious and Catholic 
school  supporters who make 

our schools possible.
Thank you, Holy Spirit, for 

the blessing of our parents, 
principal and teachers. 

Help us to grow in our 
understanding of the world 
around us and grant us the 

strength to make right choices 
when the world challenges 

what is right and holy.
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Jan. 13 – Confirmation, 5 p.m., St. Joseph, Hennessey
Jan. 15 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
Jan. 16 – Sanctity of Life Mass, 6 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Jan. 17-19 – March for Life, Washington, D.C.
Jan. 20 – Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Mass, 11 a.m., Corpus Christi, OKC
Jan. 22 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Design meetings, 9:30 a.m., CPC
Jan. 22 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Jan. 22 – Archdiocesan Review Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
Jan. 23 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Holy Trinity, Okarche
Jan. 24 – School Mass and classroom visits, 9 a.m., St. Philip Neri, Midwest City
Jan. 24 – Seminarian candidate interviews, 1:30 p.m., CPC
Jan. 24 - One Church Many Disciples Wave 4 Parish Orientation, 6 p.m., CPC
Jan. 25 – Archdiocesan School Advisory Council, 7:30 a.m., CPC
Jan. 25 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Jan. 27 – Confirmation, 4 p.m., St. John Nepomuk, Yukon

“Whatever you did for one of these least broth-
ers of mine, you did for me” (Mt. 25:40).

Poverty is a fact of life even in the most 
prosperous societies. With January designated 
by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ as 
Poverty Awareness Month, it is good time to en-
sure the least among us is cared for. 

The USCCB created the Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development (CCHD) to fund an-
ti-poverty programs that enable the poor to 
make good decisions to benefit their families 
and communities, and to provide education 
about the root causes of poverty.

According to the CCHD website (povertyusa.
org), in 2017, 573,057 Oklahoma residents 
were living in poverty. Rural areas such as in 
northeastern, southeastern and west-central 

Oklahoma, including much of the panhandle, 
have some of the highest concentrations of 
poverty in our state.

So, what can parishioners do? If a parish has 
a food bank, parishioners can donate canned 
and boxed non-perishable foods. Meals on 

Wheels helps the elderly poor and parishioners 
can volunteer to cook and deliver meals. There 
are several pantries in the archdiocese, includ-
ing the Corpus Christi Food Pantry at 3355 
S. Perdue and the 
Dorothy Day Center 
at 5024 N. Grove, 
both in Oklahoma 
City, God’s Food 
Bank at 402 W. Vilas 
Ave. in Guthrie, and 
the Saint Vincent de 
Paul Society at 110 
N. Madison St. in 
Enid. 

Parishioners can support or volunteer at 
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City and support Catholic Relief Services 
to fund poverty programs around the world.

Catholic schools 
also play a 
role in helping 
families grow 
from poverty 
by providing 
superb educa-
tion and var-
ied opportuni-
ties. Catholic 
schools are 
one of the 
key elements 
in breaking 
the cycle of 
poverty. The 
Opportunity 
Scholarship 
Fund with 
the Catholic 

Foundation of Okla-
homa (catholicfoun-
dationOK.org) is a 
way to provide such 
opportunities for low-
er-income students. 

As clearly stated in the Letter of Saint James: 
“What does it profit, my brethren, if a man 
says he has faith but has not works? Can his 
faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly 

clothed and in 
lack of daily 
food and one 
of you says 
to them, ‘Go 
in peace, be 
warmed and 
filled,’ without 
giving them 
the things 
needed for the 

body what does it profit? So, faith by itself, if it 
has not works, is dead” (James 2: 14-17).

Ted King is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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Helping the least among us

By Ted King 
The Sooner Catholic

Sanctity of Life Mass 
celebrates life, human 

dignity

The Sanctity of Life Mass, 
a Mass honoring life from 
conception to natural 

death, will be celebrated by Arch-
bishop Coakley at 6 p.m. on Jan. 
16 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, 3124 N. Lake Ave. 
in Oklahoma City.

“We are given the task of de-
fending human life both by reason 
and by faith,” said Alex Schimpf, 
director of the archdiocesan Office 
of Marriage and Family Life. “We 
must, therefore, defend life in 
ways great and small. We defend 
life by petitionary prayer to God 
for our needs and those of others. 
We defend life through advocacy 
and peaceful protest abortion and 
other human rights violations. We 
defend life through the corporal 
works of mercy, feeding and cloth-

ing one another.”
Following the Mass, Frank 

Cleary, the director of youth min-
istry at Saint Philip Neri Catholic 
Church will present a talk about 
how everyone can be a defender 
of life. Cleary has worked for the 
Church for more than 25 years 
and believes that the best way to a 
defender of life is to lead by exam-
ple, treating people with the same 
dignity with which they should 
treat others.     

 “As a Catholic, fidelity to the 
faith is critical and from that flows 
an understanding of the dignity of 
the human being,” Cleary said. “As 
Saint John Paul II reminds us, the 
only proper attitude to which we 
encounter these people is through 
love. Seeing people in this light 
transforms our interactions with 

them. Being pro-life begins with 
loving the people God has sur-
rounded you with, in all the com-
plexity that entails. We must strive 
to live with the ethic of uncondi-
tional human dignity at the core of 
our everyday life.”    

All are welcome to attend Mass 
and the presentation, presented by 
the Archdiocesan Sanctity of Life 
Committee. For more information 
about the Mass or the presenta-
tion, contact Alex Schimpf at (405) 
721-8944.    

CAMPAIGN GOAL RAISED TO DATE % GOAL

CHALLENGE GOAL $80,000,000 $73,713,505 92%

ARCHBISHOP COAKLEY’S LEAD GIFTS $20,000,000

$5,000,000

$8,535,000

$13,630,000

$10,950,000

$9,345,000

$15,350,000

$23,969,941

$2,280,366

$10,389,450

$16,193,498

$13,766,217

$148,735

$6,929,351

$35,947

120%

ROTHER MUSEUM & PILGRIM CENTER

10 WAVE 1 PARISHES

(Oct. ‘17 - Mar. ‘18)

29 WAVE 2 PARISHES

(Mar. ‘18 - Aug. ‘18)

34 WAVE 3 PARISHES

(Aug. ‘18 - Dec. ‘18)

31 WAVE 4 PARISHES

(Jan. ‘19 - May. ‘19)

COMBINED PARISH CAMPAIGNS

OTHER GIFTS ---- - - - -

46%

122%

119%

126%

2%

45%

Poverty Awareness Month

For an action calendar, liturgical aids and 
daily reflections, go online to usccb.org 
and search Poverty Awareness Month.



The Knights of Columbus 
and Ladies Auxiliary of 
Council #5759 in Okla-

homa City celebrated Christ-
mas at The Center of Family 
Love on Dec. 13 in Okarche. 
Each resident received his or 
hers wish list from Santa with 
a picture of the gift exchange. 
The auxiliary presented the 
center with $500 for the pur-
chase of chairs and a $250 
gift card for the residents’ 
workshop activities.
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Through the Year with Mary
Presented by Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B. - January 19, 2019

The Blessed Virgin Mary is the perfect model of Christian discipleship and from the earliest centu-
ries, the Church has celebrated pivotal moments of her life in the story of salvation. Abbot Lawrence 
will reflect on the major feasts and solemnities celebrated during the year to explore their message for 

our lives as disciples of her Son, Jesus.

Preparing for Lent
Presented by Fr. Charles Buckley, O.S.B. - February 23, 2019

When Lent comes around, do you haul out your usual list of practices? On this Day of Reflection, 
we will find a way to head into Lent reflectively, discover ways to make it a time when we can move 
closer to Jesus and seek transformation, so that we will arrive at Easter ready to celebrate new life, 

our new life.

Opening the Eyes of the Heart 
Utilizing art and photography as contemplative prayer practices

Presented by Madeline Rugh, Ph.D. and Theresa Bragg, Ph.D. - March 23, 2019

Through stillness and listening for God’s voice with the ‘ear of our heart,’ we open the ‘eyes of our 
heart.’ During this quiet, we will practice the art of visio divina (sacred seeing). Through art and 
photography, attendees will be guided using techniques to help us see the Holy everywhere and to 

experience God in the details. 

The Invitation of Divine Mercy
Presented by Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B. - April 27, 2019

The message of Divine Mercy revealed in visions to St. Faustina Kowalska has been one of the fastest 
growing devotions in recent decades. It was championed by Pope St. John Paul II, who declared the 
Second Sunday of Easter to be the Feast of Divine Mercy. Abbot Lawrence will explore the message 
of Divine Mercy as revealed to St. Faustina, promoted by Pope St. John Paul II and Pope Francis, 

and found in Sacred Scripture.

Days of Reflection

Register Today!
Call our retreat office at (405) 878-5656 or e-mail your name, 

phone number and session requested to retreats@monksok.org
Cost - $30 (includes lunch)

Space is limited to 40 participants.

St. Gregory’s Abbey
1900 W. MacArthur Street
Shawnee, Oklahoma 74804

www.monksok.org

Thousands of U.S. Catholics 
prepare for Launch of “9 Days for Life” 

St. Benedict in Shawnee provides a 
community breakfast on the fourth 
Saturday of every month. Pictured 
are children who donated their 
Christmas money for the break-
fast: Maddi, Addi, Blake and Grace 
(pictured), and Curtis, Landrey and 
Ashytn (not pictured). Photo Eliza-
beth Simpson.

Campaign begins Jan. 14 
WASHINGTON – On Jan. 14, 

thousands of Catholics across 
the country will join in prayer for 
“9 Days for Life.” The 
prayer campaign, spon-
sored by the Committee 
on Pro Life Activities of 
the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, leads 
up to the annual Day 
of Prayer for the Legal 
Protection of Unborn 
Children. 

The novena and day 
of prayer are a time of 
recollection and reparation in ob-
servation of the anniversary of Roe 
v. Wade – the U.S. Supreme Court 
decision that made abortion legal 
in the United States. 

The overarching intention of 
the novena is that all human life 

be respected. Each day of the “9 
Days for Life,” novena highlights a 
related topic and provides a reflec-

tion, educational information and 
suggested daily actions. 

Participants can subscribe to 
receive the daily prayers at www.
9daysforlife.com. 

WHEN: 9 Days for Life is Jan. 
14-22. 

WHAT: 9daysforlife.com is the 
dedicated website for joining the 
novena and for additional re-

sources. Participants 
can receive the novena 
by downloading the free 
9 Days for Life app or 
by subscribing to daily 
e-mails or text messag-
es. (A printable version 
also is available online.) 
Those who join the cam-
paign are invited to pray a 
multi-faceted novena that 
includes a new intention, 

brief reflection, related information 
and suggested actions for each day.

 WHERE: For additional infor-
mation and updates on ways to get 
involved, visit 9daysforlife.com and 
follow on Twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram. 

Ruth Giddens, LeeAnn Carpenter, Sr. Ve-
ronica and Terry Neidel. Photo provided. 

Fr. Lance Warren, pastor of Sacred 
Heart in El Reno and St. Joseph in 
Union City, was the speaker for the 
Knights of Columbus retreat held 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center this 
past fall. Fr. Warren spoke about 
the problem of evil, what evil is 
not and the goodness of GOD. The 
Knights of Columbus are planning 
another retreat for 2019. Photo 
provided.
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New year, same direction!

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Jim Beckman
Director of the 
Secretariat for 

Evangelization and 
Catechesis

Happy New Year! I hope you all had a won-
derful holiday break with your families and 
loved ones. As much as I loved the holidays 
and the time off, I feel a little desperate to get 
back to it. I’ve been joking with my wife for the 
past several days that our kids are going to 
have a huge struggle with the return of school. 
You mean they can’t sleep in past Noon EVERY 
day?! Ahh, rhythm and routine – the welcome 
friends of wannabe disciples.

But, with a new year comes a fresh start. You 
may have heard the buzz words, “New Year, 
New Me!” For some 
reason it seems to 
be more predomi-
nant this year than 
what I remember. 
Everyone is setting 
goals, making res-
olutions. It’s just 
that time of year. 

I’ve been fairly 
consistent over the 
years with exer-
cise, making it to 
the gym or on a 
run several times 
a week. This time 
of year is always 
a little obnoxious 
at the gym. The 
place is chock full 
of new people, 
and you can’t find 
any equipment open for use. What used to 
be a 45-minute to 60-minute workout is now 
taking way more than an hour. We call them 
the “resolutioners.” Most folks who are more 
consistent know that if you can just endure the 
first 2-3 weeks of the new year, they will all go 
away. New Year’s resolutions tend to not stick 
for most people, at least not past the critical 
21-day time frame. Not to discourage you from 
making a new resolution to go to the gym, so if 
that’s you, I want to encourage you to gear up 
for the long haul. You have to do something for 
at least 21 days to form a new habit.

In the face of all this newness, there is 
something exciting to share that may sound a 
little “old hat.” Archbishop Coakley has been 

working for several months on a new pastoral 
letter. The draft of this new letter was released 
to priests, deacons, religious and other key lay 
leaders at the end of November. It is now in 
the final stages of printing for public release on 
Jan. 25. It’s exciting news for the archdiocese! 

Jan. 25 is the Feast of the Conversion of 
Saint Paul, archbishop’s namesake, which 
makes the day even more special. We are plan-
ning a simple release ceremony during 11:30 
a.m. Mass Jan. 25 at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center. Please join us!

What’s most interesting, I think, about this 
new letter is its title, “Go Make Disciples! 
Building a Culture of Conversion and Disci-
pleship for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.”  
Sound familiar? You may be scratching your 
head a bit thinking, “Wasn’t the last letter the 
archbishop wrote called “Go Make Disciples?” 
Yes, it was – his first pastoral letter that was 
released in October 2013 was under the same 
title.

New year, same direction! Releasing the new 
pastoral letter under the same title does a cou-
ple things: 1) It acknowledges the significant 
strides that have been made over the past five 
years since his last letter. The 2013 pastoral 
letter established goals in three key areas – the 

new evan-
gelization, 
faith 
forma-
tion and 
Hispanic 
ministry. 
Huge ac-
complish-
ments 
have been made in those areas, which Arch-
bishop Coakley elaborates upon in his new 
letter. 2) It makes clear the future pastoral 
vision and direction of the archdiocese is tight-
ly connected to what it always has been. We’re 
getting more clarity and intentionality about 
the direction of the archdiocese for the next 12 
years. 

During numerous readings of the letter, I 
have been moved by the spiritual vision and 
passion for conversion that Archbishop Coak-
ley has for our archdiocese. I’m excited for the 
letter to be released publicly, so many more 
people can be blessed by it in the same way I 
have been.

Many others are working with me to develop 
study guide materials that will help dig into 
this letter and fully grasp all that the archbish-
op is saying. We hope to have these materials 
available by the end of January with transla-
tions prepared in various languages and for 
various age groups. I know it would bring great 
joy to Archbishop Coakley to see people of all 
ages and backgrounds studying this letter and 
digging in to all that it has to teach us.

To facilitate that, my staff and our offices 
at the archdiocese are preparing to bring the 
letter to all corners of the archdiocese. We will 
be setting up six regional gatherings/listening 
sessions throughout the spring and summer. 
And, we are beginning plans for a large archdi-
ocesan convocation sometime this fall to set a 
clear pastoral vision – what Archbishop Coak-
ley is calling Vision 2030. You can find many 
more details and information at www.archokc.
org/vision2030.

We look forward to meeting you at one of the 
regional gatherings! Dates and further details 
coming soon!

Real Life Disciples

Making Sense of Bioethics

Gene-edited babies and the runaway train of IVF
In November, a Chinese scientist 

named He Jankui (known to his 
associates as “JK”) claimed he had 
successfully produced the world’s 
first gene-edited human babies us-
ing “gene surgery.” The twin girls, 
he said, were born somewhere in 
China with a modified gene that 
makes them immune to infection 
from HIV, the virus that caus-
es AIDS. A special DNA splicing 
technique called CRISPR/Cas 9 
was used when they were embryos 
to make the edits. In a series of 
short videos posted on YouTube, 
JK offers an explanation of – and 
justification for – what he did. 

He reminds his viewers that 
when scientists first began doing 
in vitro fertilization (IVF) in 1978, 
a number of ethical concerns were 
raised, but those mostly subsided 
over time:

“The media hyped panic about 
Louise Brown’s birth as the first 
IVF baby. But, for 40 years, regu-
lations and morals have developed 
together with IVF, ensuring only 
therapeutic applications to help 
more than 8 million children come 
into this world. Gene surgery is 
another IVF advancement.”

In another video, he puts it this 
way: “Look back to the 1970s with 
Louise Brown. The same fears 
and criticisms then are repeated 
now. Yet, IVF unquestionably has 
benefited families. There will be 
no question about the morality of 
gene surgery in 20 to 30 years.”

JK’s strong conclusion leads us 
to ask whether the general sense 
of revulsion that has arisen toward 
his gene-editing work is merely 
alarmist and shortsighted. Are 
people failing to grasp the impor-

tance and propriety of what he is 
doing? Is he a pioneer ushering in 
a new age of enlightenment where 
mankind will be able to make use 
of the powers of science to achieve 
good ends? Or should his gene-ed-
iting work be condemned and 
JK branded as a rogue scientist 
violating significant moral bound-
aries?

The answer to these questions 
will, in fact, be linked to whether 
we understand IVF to be ethical 
or not – JK is right to draw the 
parallel. If we conclude that IVF 
is something good and ethically 
acceptable, we end up granting the 
principle that it is OK to engage 
in very harmful and damaging 
actions as long as we have a good 
end or purpose in mind.

Although IVF involves a litany of 
grave harms, like the engendering 

of human beings in laboratories 
and the freezing or destruction of 
embryos, if our intention is to help 
others fulfill their desire to have a 
baby, it must be OK. By this same 
logic, gene editing of our children 
also will be considered acceptable 
as long as our intentions are good 
and we’re trying to help others, 
even if we’re actually causing seri-
ous harms along the way. 

Adding up the grave harms from 

continued on page 6



IVF gives us a long list: IVF turns procreation 
into “production.” It dehumanizes embryonic 
children, treating them as objects to be fro-

zen, manipulated, abandoned or destroyed. 
Since the practice began in 1978, millions of 
embryos have become warehoused in liquid 

nitrogen, aban-
doned in frozen 
“orphanages.” 
Millions more 
have been out-
right discarded 
as biomedical 
waste. Instead 
of “loving our 
children into be-
ing” through the 
one-flesh union 
of husband and 
wife, IVF mass 
produces chil-
dren in clinics, 
assembly-line 
style, under the 
impetus of mar-
ket capitalism. 
Children born 
by IVF, more-
over, experience 
roughly double 
the rate of birth 
defects of regu-
larly conceived 
children. 

Over the 
years, these 
kinds of con-
cerns most-
ly have been 
glossed over or 
ignored –

we’ve grown 
accustomed to 
frozen orphan-
ages, and to the 

high toll involved in the process of assuring 
that a few of our embryonic children survive 
and successfully implant. We downplay the 
risk of birth defects. Our insensitivity and de-
sires have trumped a clear sense of ethics. 

As we face the daunting question of editing 
human embryos, we run up against the same 
temptation. Editing our embryonic children to 
be free of a particular disease requires numer-
ous embryos to be simultaneously created (or 
thawed out), treated as “products” and subject-
ed to genetic “treatments,” with many of them 
perishing during the experiment, in order that 
a few of them might survive and develop with-
out the disease.

Editing our embryonic children also may 
involve risks to them that we will only under-
stand later when they grow up. Is it ever proper 
to experiment on our own offspring? Moreover, 
gene editing in embryos introduces changes 
that will be passed into the human gene pool, 
establishing permanent and irrevocable chang-
es to our own humanity. How does one ade-
quately evaluate the risks of such changes?

The fact remains that we’ve been willing to 
tolerate an abundance of human carnage up to 
this point with IVF, and one of the great trag-
edies of our age has been our tone deafness to 
the evils of IVF. 

JK argues that we are similarly poised to 
accept the production of gene-edited babies as 
yet another variation on the theme.

Will his brazen instrumentalization of human 
beings call forth gasps of disbelief, serious re-
flection and action, or only a few more passing 
yawns?

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk earned his doctorate 
in neuroscience from Yale and did post-doctoral 
work at Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese 
of Fall River, Mass., and serves as the director 
of education at The National Catholic Bioethics 
Center in Philadelphia.
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The Bible

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis 

This year, my plan is to reflect on our Sacred 
Scriptures, the Bible. My prayer is that these 
reflections can help my sisters and brothers 
grow in love for, and learn more about, God’s 
Word – our great and sacred, personal and por-
table, divine gift. 

“For in the sacred books … the force and 
power in the word of God 
is so great that it stands 
as the support and 
energy of the Church, 
the strength of faith for 
her sons, the food of the 
soul, the pure and ever-
lasting source of spiri-
tual life” (Vatican II: Dei 
Verbum 21).
The Bible is a library of 

73 books inspired by God and written by vari-
ous men, in various times, places, cultures and 
languages, developed over a span of around 
3,000 years. The Church recognized these 
books as truly the Word of God and invites us 
to be nourished daily by the life, wisdom and 
love contained within it. In his word we meet 
him, listen to him, respond in prayer and read 
some more. 

We always have held a special place in our 
heart for God’s word: “The Church has always 
venerated the divine Scriptures just as she 
venerates the body of the Lord, since, espe-
cially in the sacred liturgy, she unceasingly 
receives and offers to the faithful the bread of 
life from the table both of God’s word and of 
Christ’s body” (Vatican II:Dei Verbum 21).

An unmet dream of the Second Vatican 
Council is a greater intimacy between Sacred 
Scripture and all the baptized: “The sacred 
synod also earnestly and especially urges all 
the Christian faithful, especially religious, to 
learn by frequent reading of the divine Scrip-
tures the ‘excellent knowledge of Jesus Christ.’ 
‘For ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance 
of Christ.’ Therefore, they should gladly put 
themselves in touch with the sacred text itself” 
(Vatican II: Dei Verbum 25).

Various writers have unique ways of de-
scribing what the Bible is. Bishop Barron in 
“Exploring Catholic Theology: Essays on God, 
Liturgy, and Evangelization,” has these words: 
“The Bible is a symphonos, a sounding togeth-
er of tones and melodies, under the direction 
of the supreme artist. Also, since we the read-
ers of the Bible participate in the divine being 
and are subject to the divine governance, we 
should expect the scriptural narrative to be 
illuminating for us. Finally, given that God is 
the author of both the Bible and history itself, 
we shouldn’t be surprised to find a whole set of 
figural or typological correspondences through-
out the scriptural witness. We should expect 
that God will speak in a distinctive accent and 
according to certain characteristic patterns and 
rhythms.”

N.T. Wright, in Ch. 13 of “Simply Christian,” 
begins his topic on the Bible, “The Book God 
Breathed,” with these words: “It’s a big book, 
full of big stories with big characters. They 
have big ideas (not least about themselves) and 
make big mistakes. It’s about God and greed 

and grace; 
about 
life, lust, 
laughter 
and lone-
liness. 
It’s about 
birth, be-
ginnings 
and betrayal; about siblings, squabbles and 
sex; about power and prayer and prison and 
passion. And, that’s only Genesis.”

I invite you to make this year your personal 
Year of the Bible! As Pope Benedict said in his 
Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini: “Let 
us renew our efforts to understand deeply the 
word that God has given to his Church: thus 
we can aim for that ‘high standard of ordinary 
Christian living.’”

Start with the Gospel of Luke or spend some 
special time with the daily readings for Mass. 
Paragraph 104 from the Catechism says: In 
Sacred Scripture, the Church constantly finds 
her nourishment and her strength, for she 
welcomes it not as a human word, “but as what 
it really is, the word of God.” “In the sacred 
books, the Father who is in heaven comes lov-
ingly to meet his children and talks with them.”

I will end this first column of the year with 
Pope Francis’s final words in the preface to the 
YOUCAT BIBLE: 

“Do you want to make me happy? Read the 
Bible.”

God’s books of life, truth and love

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Of the many priests who have served 
the Church in Oklahoma, Father N.F. 
Scallan is one of the most unique in a 

variety of ways. For many years, legend had it 
(due to the work of Father Urban de Hasque, 
an early Oklahoma historian) Father Scallan 
was an Australian and was born with albinism, 
which affects skin pigmentation. Thanks to the 
research of Father James White, it was discov-
ered that Father Scallan was the son of Irish 
immigrants from Iowa, not Australia. As to his 
albinism, that was decidedly true. 

He was a priest of the Dubuque diocese, serv-
ing later in the mission territories of Idaho and 
the Dakotas. When the Land Run occurred in 
April 1889, he was at the Mission San Xavier del 
Bac outside of Tucson, Az. Within two weeks of 
the run, he arrived in Oklahoma City to cel-
ebrate the first Mass on May 5 in the general 

store of Mr. O’Hara. While his time here was brief (he left Oklahoma in 
July of 1890), Father Scallan started parishes in Edmond and Norman. 
Father Ignatius Jean, the prefect apostolic of the territory (before a dio-
cese was erected), named him pastor of Oklahoma City.

One of the realities experienced by albino people is difficulty with bright 
light and intense heat. Father Scallan’s service in Arizona and then Okla-

homa must have been particularly uncomfortable, so his presence 
revealed a courage and faithfulness that is worthy of admira-
tion. Undoubtedly this discomfort led to his early departure 
for Salt Lake City and he died there in 1892. His body was 
returned to Dubuque and was buried at New Mellary Abbey.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Fr. N.F. Scallan

continued from page 5
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Each year, I look forward to the last week of January when we observe 
National Catholic Schools Week. We recognize the value of Catholic 
education and support our families and schools in educating our young 
people, so they can reach their full potential. 

We acknowledge the vital role of the school administrators, faculty, 
staff and volunteers in this effort. And, we celebrate our students as they 
learn about their faith and the skills they need in the 21st century. 

Our Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City will set 
aside this week to build community awareness of, and involvement in, 
our local Catholic schools as we share with everyone the important role 
of Catholic schools in providing value-added education and making the 
world a better place for all.

The week’s theme – “Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.” – 
focuses on the core of Catholic education. Schools not only are commu-
nities themselves, they also are part of larger communities, including our 
parishes, towns, cities and nation. We can support our schools through 
prayer and resources, and the schools, in turn, collaborate with families 
to develop our children into future model leaders and citizens. 

The theme also highlights key elements of Catholic education: faith 
development, making disciples, academic excellence, leadership and 
dedication to service. These elements are what set Catholic schools apart 
from other education options. 

Catholic Schools Week is a great opportunity for all of us to see what 
our students are accomplishing and to thank administrators, faculty, 
staff and volunteers who give so much of themselves to educate our 
children. Our Catholic schools are part of our future as a Church and a 
nation. They are vital to the evangelization of our youth. May God bless 
them and all who contribute to the important work they do.

Please join the Catholic Schools Week celebration as we invite you to 
be a part of these faith- filled communities! For more information about 
enrolling your child in an Oklahoma Catholic school, call or visit the 
school of your choice or find contact information at www.archokc.org/
schools. 

Sincerely,

Diane Floyd
Superintendent, Catholic Schools Office

Dear readers,

Catholic Schools Office
(405) 721-4202



portation to their workplaces. Along with the archdio-
cese, the Chickasaw Nation, Phillips Murrah, The Okla-
homa City National Memorial and McBride Orthopedic 
Hospital are just a few of the participating partners.

In lieu of a paycheck, students receive assistance with 
a majority of their tuition costs at Cristo Rey with com-
panies essentially serving as a sponsor for the student’s 
Catholic education. The arrangement provides the com-
pany with additional manpower at a low cost, and the 
student with a unique opportunity to receive a Catholic 
education that they could not afford otherwise.

While each job varies slightly, the majority of posi-
tions are administrative support roles. Students expe-
rience more than they would in a typical internship, as 
they are filling the role of an entry-level employee. 

Regina Birchum, director of the Corporate Work 
Study Program at Cristo Rey, said the program is more 
beneficial than the typical work experience for a teenag-
er.

“Each team shares a work position, and the job they 
do is providing value to the workplace,” Birchum said. 
“They’re in professional settings, learning the inner 
workings of an office like human resources and market-
ing. It’s exposing them to potential careers.”

Laura Martinez, a Cristo Rey student working at the 

Catholic Pastoral Center, as-
sists with data entry, mail-
ings and other clerical tasks.

“I’ve always worked with 
Google, so Microsoft is new 
to me and I’ve learned how 
to use it since I started 
here,” she said.

In addition to learning how 
to utilize a database man-
agement system, Martinez 
explained how the opportu-
nity has helped improve her 
social skills.

“I’m pretty shy, so when 
I started working here, it 
forced me to come out my 
shell a little. I’m better at 
starting conversations than I 
was before, so that’s another 
positive of the work-study 
program.”

For Alex Sanchez, his first 
exposure to an office envi-
ronment has given him a 
better idea of what awaits 
him in the workplace.

“I do anything 
from helping with projects and writing to 
filing and opening mail,” said Sanchez, who 
recently began working with the Office of 
Communications at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center. “It will definitely benefit me later to 
have these skills.”

Karla Delara has spent her time at the 
pastoral center editing information on the 
website, taking photographs of recent reno-
vations and interviewing people. She recently 
began working in the Office of the Archbish-
op.

“I’m not used to opening up and talking to 
people, so this is a new experience for me. I 
like to learn new things about people,” she 
said. “And I like taking pictures too!” 

The exposure to different types of careers 

in a professional setting serves as an opportunity for 
students to connect their classroom learning to real-life 
experiences. Cristo Rey is committed to helping each 
student acquire the skills that many entry level workers 
are lacking, including written and verbal communica-
tion, setting a new standard in the workplace. 

There are 35 schools in the Cristo Rey network. The 
Oklahoma City school, located on the campus of OSU-
OKC, was the 33rd location to open in the United States 
and serves only the freshman class. Each year going 
forward, a new freshman class of 125 students will be 
added, and the school will eventually serve grades nine 
through 12, making it the third Catholic high school in 
the Oklahoma City metro area.

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer for the Sooner Cath-
olic.
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St. Joseph Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 5th Grade 

110 N. Madison St., Enid 73701 
(580) 242-4449 

www.stjosephschoolenid.com 
Tours: By appointment

Sts. Peter & Paul 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 6th Grade 

309 S. Main St., Kingfisher 73750 
(405) 375-4616 

www.stspeterandpaul.org 
Tours: By appointment

Holy Trinity Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

211 W. Missouri, Okarche 73762 
(405) 263-4422 

www.holytrinityok.org 
Tours: By appointment

Sacred Heart Catholic School 
PreK – 6th Grade 

210 S. Evans Ave., El Reno 73036 
(405) 262-2284 

www.elrenosacredheart.com 
Tours: By appointment

St. John Nepomuk Catholic 
School 

PreK-3 – 8th Grade 
600 S. Garth Brooks Blvd., Yukon 

73099 (405) 354-2509 
www.sjnok.org/school 

Open House: Jan. 27, 11:45 a.m. 
Tours: By appointment

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

925 S. Boulevard, Edmond 73083 
(405) 348-5364 

www.stelizabethedmond.org 
Open House: Jan. 27, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 

Tours: By appointment

All Saints Catholic School 
PreK – 8th Grade 

4001 36 Ave. NW, Norman 73072 
(405) 447-4600 

www.allsaintsnorman.org 
Open House: Jan. 27, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 

Tours: By appointment

St. Philip Neri Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

1121 Felix Place, Midwest City 73110 
(405) 737-4496 

www.stphilipnerischool.com 
Open House: Jan. 27, 
12:15 p.m. - 2 p.m. 

Tours: By appointment

St. Mary 
Catholic School 
PreK – 8th Grade 
611 S.W. “A” Ave., 

Lawton 73501 
(580) 355-5288 

www.stmarys-ok.org 
Open House:  March 

Tours: By appointment

St. Mary 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 
502 E. Warner Ave., 

Guthrie 73044 
(405) 282-2071 

www.stmaryguthrie.org 
Open House: Jan. 27, 

11:30 p.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Tours: By appointment

St. Mary 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

415 S. 7, 
Ponca City 74601 
(580) 765-4387 

www.stmaryspsok.com 
Open House: Jan. 30, 

Noon
 Tours: By appointment

St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic School 
PreK – 8th Grade 

5000 N. Grove Ave., 
OKC 73122 

(405) 789-0224 
www.scbokc.org 

Open House: Call for 
dates

 Tours: By appointment

Rosary 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

1919 N.W. 18, 
OKC 73106 

(405) 525-9272 
www.rosaryschool.com 
Open House: Jan. 27,

 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
Tours By appointment

Mount St. Mary 
Catholic High School 

2801 S. Shartel Ave., 
OKC 73109 

(405) 631-8865 
www.mountstmary.org 

Currently accepting 
applications for 

Fall 2019. 
Tours: By appointment

Cristo Rey OKC 
Catholic High School 

900 N. Portland, OKC 73107 
(405) 945-9100

www.CristoReyOKC.org 
Open House: Jan. 17, 

5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
Application day: Feb. 23

Bishop John Carroll 
Catholic School 
PreK – 8th Grade 

1100 N.W. 32, OKC 73118 
(405) 525-0956  www.bjcs.org 

Open House: Grades 1 - 8 Jan. 27, 11:30 
a.m. - 2 p.m.; Pre-K and Kindergarten Feb. 

12, 10 a.m. or 5 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
Tours: By appointment

Bishop McGuinness 
Catholic High School 
801 N.W. 50, OKC 73118 

(405) 842-6638 www.bmchs.org 
Registration: Feb. 25, 26, and March 
4, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.; 8th grade parent 
curriculum night: Feb. 12, 6 p.m.  

Tours: By appointment

Sacred Heart Catholic School 
PreK-4– 8th Grade 

2700 S. Shartel Ave., OKC 73109 
(405) 634-5673 

www.sacredheartokc.org 
Open House: Jan. 27, Noon - 1 p.m.

Tours: By appointment

Saint James the Greater 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

1224 S.W. 41 St., OKC 73109 
(405) 636-6810 

http://stjamesokc.com 
Open House: Jan. 27, Noon - 2 p.m. 

Tours and shadowing: By appointment

Good Shepherd Catholic School 
For children with autism spectrum 
disorders, neurological disorders 

13404 N. Meridian Ave., 
OKC 73120 

(405) 752-2264 
Tours: By appointment

Christ the King Catholic School 
PreK – 8th Grade 

1905 Elmhurst Ave., OKC 73120 
(405) 843-3909 

www.ckschool.com 
Open House: Jan. 27, 

1:30 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Tours: By appointment

Catholic School of St. Eugene 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

2400 W. Hefner Rd., OKC 73120 
(405) 751-0067 

www.steugeneschool.org 
Open House: Jan. 27, 2 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Tours: By appointment
eagleinfo@steugeneschool.org

Sr. Betty Elmer talks with Mount St. Mary Catholic High School student Christian 
Yabut during a celebration for her retirement and the school’s 115th anniversary. 
Photo by Chris Landsberger/The Oklahoman.

Mount St. Mary celebrates 115th anniversary

Mount Saint Mary Catholic High School celebrated its 115th 
birthday, the 175th birthday of The Sisters of Mercy and the 
retirement of MSM’s beloved Sister Betty Elmer.  

Sister Betty dedicated 20 years to Mount Saint Mary but has devoted 
her life to the Sisters of Mercy since 1964. She taught at MSM in the 70s, 
returned to teach in the early 2000s and has remained at MSM since. 

Sister Better taught science classes, but most recently served as a coor-
dinator for The Mount’s PLUSS program (a program for students with ad-
ditional learning needs) and as a coordinator for the work grant program.

Mount Saint Mary surprised Sister Betty with an assembly on Dec. 12. 
Principal Talita DeNegri and Rocket students honored her with a video, 
and cake and ice cream.

“The Mount Family sends its love with our incredible Sister Betty!” Prin-
cipal DeNegri said. “Sister is moving to Barling, Ark., and will live at the 
Mercy Retirement Center. Thank you, Sister, for your devotion, love and 
generosity to The Mount community for the past 20 years.”

Honors Sr. Betty’s retirement 

continued from page 1

Cristo Rey students meet their supervisors from the Catholic Pastoral Center on draft day. 
Photo provided.



to turn the empty building into a school for 
children on the autism spectrum emerged. 

However, it would require a collaborative 
partnership between Mercy Health Systems, 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and the 
University of Central Oklahoma, plus start-up 
funding.

Jim Machell: The archdiocese had a need to 
provide additional education services to stu-
dents with exceptional learning needs. Mercy 
had a need to provide additional ministry and 
service to the community and had a facility, 
previously used as a private childcare center, 
that had become available. UCO’s College 
of Education and Professional Studies had 
begun a program to prepare behavior an-
alysts to serve the needs of children with 
exceptionalities, particularly those with 
neurological disorders, including autism 
spectrum disorders. But, they needed a 
high quality clinical site.

Mary: With a clear proposal commu-
nicated to the former superintendent of 
schools, Sister Kay Powers, and the then-
new archbishop, Archbishop Coakley, the 
collaborative group formed. The Inasmuch 
Foundation was approached for a start-up 
loan and they graciously agreed. The pro-
cess took some active listening, watching 
a brief video of applied behavior analysis 
in action, asking some logistical questions 
and agreeing the project should move for-
ward – and move forward it did.

NCEA: What roles does the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City cover in this 
partnership? 

Patricia Filer: Over the past several years, 
the archdiocese had become increasingly aware 
that children with autism were an underserved 
population. Parents were trying desperately 
to find help for their children; we could see 
that the children’s needs were not being met. 
We were heartbroken that none of our schools 
were equipped to help these families.

So, when we recognized an opportunity to 
open a school specifically designed to meet 
those needs, we were eager to participate.

Diane Floyd: The responsibility of the arch-
diocese is to monitor the Catholic identity and 
mission of the school. The archdiocese also 
provides access to employee benefits. Through 
the Catholic Schools’ Office we invite the par-
ticipation of school administration in our prin-
cipals’ meetings and facilitate a relationship 
between our Catholic schools.

Initial accreditation of Good Shepherd was 
completed via the Oklahoma Conference of 
Catholic Schools Accrediting Association. We 
later helped facilitate the transition to Ad-
vancEd to maintain this status. 

As an accredited school, Good Shepherd has 
access to the Lindsey Nicole Henry Scholarship 
that provides access to state scholarship funds 
for students with exceptionalities to attend pri-
vate schools. The beginning of the 2017-2018 
school year saw the expansion of Good Shep-
herd into three satellite classrooms on campus-
es of three of our Catholic elementary schools.

Patricia: It is the first school in the nation 
operated through a partnership between an 
archdiocese, a hospital and a university. When 
we have succeeded in establishing a sustain-
able prototype, we will be able to work toward 
replication elsewhere in the state. 

Our school: 
 - utilizes a model that blends educational 

and therapeutic interventions;
 - tracks and reports student progress: edu-

cational, behavioral and social, with this mode;
 - provides a place where parents, teachers 

and others can receive training in services de-
signed to serve students on the autism spec-
trum; and

 - collaborates with a wide range of therapeu-

tic providers to develop a model for collabora-
tion that can be replicated in other schools in 
Oklahoma and other states.

NCEA: Good Shepherd believes that all 
children can learn and experience success 
despite obstacles. What are some things 
that your organization has learned from the 
students in the program? What obstacles 
have you met and how did you overcome 
them?

Diane: Much like the students at Good 
Shepherd, we as an organization have faced 
some adversity. Finding the right governance 
structure for the school has been challenging 
at times, even to the point where we wondered 
if the school could remain open. The early 

years provided lessons that a traditional school 
structure with a principal did not meet the 
needs of the school in the best way.

Jim: The overall growth and success of the 
school has been remarkable. In the early years 
the financial viability of the school was quite 
uncertain, despite the hard work and commit-
ment of many individuals and great support 
from top leadership of all three organizational 
partners. 

Identifying and placing the right people in 
the right roles and developing a viable orga-
nizational structure and pattern were early 
challenges. In recent times, the operation of the 
school has been much smoother, with strong 
leadership and increased financial support, in-
cluding great support from private foundations 
and individuals. 

The lesson I have learned relates to one of the 

graduation celebrations at the school several 
years ago. To hear the stories of parents about 
how the school had enabled their children, who 
had been unable to function successfully in a 
typical school setting, to now be able to do so, 
was testimony to the goodness of the school. 
Long ago, school leaders realized this work is 
in our hands but is only possible through the 
grace of God.

NCEA: Good Shepherd recently has ex-
panded their programs to satellite class-
rooms on the campus of other Catholic 
elementary schools. What are the benefits 
to the Good Shepherd students who are par-
ticipating in the Catholic satellite schools 
and the benefits to students of the satellite 
school interacting with each other?

Diane: Beginning with the 2017-2018 school 
year, Good Shepherd opened classrooms on 
three sites of traditional Catholic elementary 
schools. This allowed Good Shepherd to serve 
more students as it opened more seats at the 
Mercy campus. 

It also allowed the Catholic elementary 
schools to have an additional resource on cam-
pus in the form of the behavior analysts and 
interventionists. One of the things that make 
the Good Shepherd classroom unique is the 
ability to combine a realistic learning environ-
ment with the power of instruction based on 
the principles of Applied Behavior Analysis. 
The structure of the school and the use of 
cutting-edge ABA methods teach students to be 
successful in realistic group settings and en-
able them to reach true competency, with the 
goal of returning to a traditional school site.

Patricia: Inclusion is extremely important to 
children with special needs; this is the natu-
ral environment setting. For Good Shepherd 
parents and students, there are many bene-
fits, including inclusion with typical peers in 
modern therapies. Inclusion of typical peers 
has shown improved participation, academic 
engagement and formation of relationships. 
For some classes, more than one location for a 
particular “grade” allows for a child to be closer 
to work or home while experiencing a typical 
school setting.

Cristo Rey Oklahoma City Catholic High 
School

Cristo Rey is a collaboration between the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, The Cristo Rey 
Network and local community business and 
organizations.

Cristo Rey Oklahoma City Catholic High 
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Save the Date!
2019

CELEBRATING 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION

BREAKFAST
The Petroleum Club
John Nichols Room

Tuesday, January 29, 2019 - 7 a.m.
More info at archokc.org/breakfast

continued from page 1

continued on page 16

This new year is just beginning, and in Moth-
er Mary Francis’s book we have a beautiful 
standard, a guide to carry with us as we jour-
ney into these next 12 months. “Cause of Our 
Joy” is a series of reflections and a compilation 
of poetry meant to herald the way to Christ, 
guided by His most holy mother.

A prolific writer and poet, Mother Mary Fran-
cis, P.C.C., was a 
member of the Poor 
Clares, a cloistered, 
contemplative order 
of nuns founded by 
Saint Clare of Assisi. 
Mary Francis’s first 
volume of poetry was 

published while she was still a novice. She 
eventually became an abbess and the head of a 
federation of Poor Clare monasteries. She lived 
nearly 85 years and died on the Feast of Our 
Lady of Lourdes.

Subtitled “Walking Day by Day with Our 
Lady,” the book is not a series of day-by-day 
devotions. Instead it was, as the forward ex-
plains, “composed of the conferences Mother 
Mary Frances gave about Our Lady during her 
42 years as abbess.” The first part of “Cause of 
Our Joy,” “Titles of Our Lady,” focuses on the 
beautiful appellations given to Mary in the Lita-
ny of Loreto, and the second part, “Solemnities 
and Feasts of Our Lady,” reflects on the days 
named to honor her throughout the calendar 
year.

This book is clearly the work of a contempla-
tive. Mother Mary Francis brings to these pages 
the fruits of a life of deep, focused prayer. She 
goes far beyond a simple description of the 
titles or a bit of prayerful devotion. Like an art 

critic studying a painting, she notices details 
most others would miss. She writes that when 
we “contemplate the Mother of God through 
the constellation of titles given to her in the an-
cient Litany of Loreto, we see one facet of light 
after another.”

She first looks at a group of titles: Mother 
most pure, Mother most chaste, Mother most 
inviolate, Mother undefiled. She 
maintains that “Holy Mother Church 
… is not thinking up synonyms for 
the first title. There are wondrous 
shades of different meanings in 
these titles, and we do well to look 
into them.”

She uses easy-to-understand 
examples, pointing out, about the 
title mother inviolate, that “a viola-
tion is a breaking in. We speak of 
violating a person’s privacy, violat-
ing a person’s civil rights.” Mary 
was inviolate because “she allowed 
nothing to break her down, to make 
fissures in her utter dedication to her Divine 
Son.”

Mother Mary Francis looks at “another triad 
of invocations” from Our Lady’s litany. She 
uses the Latin: “Virgo potens, Virgo clemens, 
Virgo fidelis. She points out that the “Latin 
word is not a superlative,” not Virgin most 
powerful, but simply powerful Virgin. She feels 
that the English rendering of these titles is to 
be preferred. She writes that “I do not know 
how this came to be, but I do know with the 
deep intuition of a daughter that it is right. 
If anything is wrong, it has to be the Latin. It 
ought to be Virgo potentissima.”

In a number of places, Mother Mary Francis 
hints, and sometimes more than hints, that 
these thoughts of hers are divinely inspired. 
She writes that “Our Lady put this triad (of 

titles) before me.” She later says that “By God’s 
grace, it seemed to become very clear to me.” 
She tells us about “considerable consultation 
with Our Lady.”

Mother Mary Francis’s writing shows us the 
depths of her prayer life. She presents us with 
thoughts and ideas that are clearly the fruits of 
contemplation, and she invites us into con-

templation, reading phrases like 
“the compelling power of beauty” 
and “reverence in tandem with 
closeness.” She says that, “Nothing 
good will ever be accomplished in 
our lives unless we are merciful,” 
and she asks, “Are we aware of our 
own power?” “We have to accept the 
responsibility of this,” she answers.

Meditating on the Feast of the 
Visitation, Mother Mary Francis 
offers an insightful, close reading of 
The Magnificat and says that in it, 
Mary “is giving us a whole theology.” 
Looking at Our Lady of the Rosary 

in October, she presents a brief reflection on 
each of the 20 mysteries of the rosary followed 
by a companion arrangement of 20 poems also 
tied to the mysteries. It is here that she says 
that she was “considering all the titles that 
Holy Church scatters over Our 

Lady in the Litany like petals of roses,” and 
as she looked, “One leapt out: Cause of Our 
Joy.”

“Cause of Our Joy” is a book to be read and 
read again. As the sisters in the forward ex-
plain, “Mother’s heart was truly like a locket 
closed around Our Lady’s face,” and this is a 
locket to be opened and marveled at again and 
again as we move through yet another year on 
our journey to Christ.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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A joyful beginning

Jobs Box
Bilingual freelance writer

The Sooner Catholic archdioce-
san newspaper is seeking a bilin-
gual freelance writer who fluently 
speaks and writes in English and 
Spanish. The writer will contribute 
articles and photos about events 
and parishes throughout the arch-
diocese. Journalism background 
preferred. Contact Diane Clay at 
(405) 721-1810 or dclay@archokc.
org. 

Young adult, campus 
evangelization coordinator

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a coordinator of 
young adult and campus evangeli-
zation and discipleship. The coor-
dinator will be responsible for all 
aspects of young adult and college 
campus ministry efforts through-
out the archdiocese in conjunction 
with the director of Youth, Young 
Adult and Campus Evangelization 
and Discipleship. Priority will be 
given to training, resourcing and 
equipping of parish and campus 
ministry leaders with an emphasis 
on missionary discipleship. Dead-
line to apply is March 5. Send in-
quiries and resumes to nlargent@
archokc.org.

Constituent services assistant
The Archdiocese of Oklaho-

ma City is seeking a constituent 
services assistant to be part of 
the stewardship and develop-

ment team and assist in all efforts 
around gift processing, donor 
acknowledgment, constituent 
research, data organization and 
reporting on gifts. The successful 
candidate will possess the fol-
lowing skills: excellent technical 
computer skills in Microsoft Office 
with an advanced competency in 
Microsoft Excel and multiple types 
of databases such as Access and 
Raiser’s Edge; 65 wpm or faster 
10 touch typing; clear and legible 
hand writing; excellent oral and 
written communication skills; 
strong planning and organiza-
tional skills; valid driver’s license; 
strong work ethic, enthusiasm and 
confidence; an empathy with the 
ethos of the Catholic Church; and 
affinity with the overall mission 
of the archdiocese. Preference will 
be given to candidates who are 
bilingual in Spanish and En-
glish. Send inquiries and resumes 
to nlargent@archokc.org.

Administrative assistant
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking a part-time ad-
ministrative assistant to help the 
secretary in the Secretariat for 
Clergy and Consecrated Life with 
administrative functions. Excellent 
computer skills, professional de-
meanor and attitude, trustworthy; 
able to respect confidentiality and 
be well-organized and detail-ori-
ented. Send inquiries and resumes 

to nlargent@archokc.org.

Hospital chaplain - Shawnee
SSM Health St. Anthony Shaw-

nee Hospital is seeking a chaplain 
to provide spiritual and emotion-
al support to patients, families, 
visitors and hospital employees 
by witnessing as a Christian and 
fostering holistic care of the patient 
in conjunction with other hospital 
personnel. Bachelor’s degree and 
two units of clinical pastoral educa-
tion required. One of the required 
CPEs may be obtained within 18 
months of moving into position. Six 
months experience in a health-re-
lated field. Ecclesiastical endorse-
ment required. Master’s degree of 
divinity or related area preferred. 
Board certification with a nation-
al chaplain association preferred. 
Apply at https://tinyurl.com/
ycplyudl.

Regional director
SSM Health - St. Anthony Hos-

pital, 1000 N. Lee Ave., Oklahoma 
City, is seeking a full-time re-
gional director of mission integra-
tion. Requisition No: 18012969. 
Hours: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Responsible 
for integrating the organization’s 
mission and values throughout the 
region, promoting organizational 
integrity in all dealings and inter-
actions, cultivating a values-based 
organizational culture, and uniting 
people around the organization’s 

mission, vision, values and her-
itage. Bachelor’s degree in the-
ology, spirituality or related field 
required. At least three years of 
responsibility in health care or 
related field and at least two years 
of supervisory/management expe-
rience required. Master’s degree 
in theology, spirituality or related 
field and experience with Com-
munity Benefit preferred. Apply at 
https://tinyurl.com/ycuu88w3.

Youth evangelization 
coordinator - Mustang

Holy Spirit, Mustang, is seeking 
a full-time coordinator of youth 
(grades 6-12) and young adult 
evangelization to organize efforts 
to evangelize and catechize youth 
and young adults. Visit holyspirit-
mustang.org or contact Dcn. Paul 
Lewis at (405) 376-9435.

RE director - OKC
Little Flower, Oklahoma City, is 

seeking a part-time religious edu-
cation director. Must be bilingual. 
Should have experience as a DRE 
or minimum experience as a cat-
echist for 3-5 years in a Catholic 
church. Contact Angelica at (405) 
235-2037. 

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.soonercatholic.org.

By J.E. Helm 
The Sooner Catholic
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Escuelas Católicas: Aprendizaje. Servicio. 
Liderazgo. Éxito.

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Los lectores que escudriñan ocasionalmente 
mi calendario público en el sitio web Sooner 
Catholic o en la arquidiócesis, pueden at-
estiguar que paso mucho tiempo visitando 
nuestras Escuelas Católicas. Cada año viajo a 
cada una de nuestras 22 escuelas primarias 
y secundarias católicas alrededor de la ar-
quidiócesis.

Entre ellos, tenemos tres escuelas secundar-
ias católicas (incluida la nueva Cristo Rey OKC 
Catholic High School), 18 escuelas primarias 
y una escuela para 
niños con necesi-
dades especiales (Es-
cuela Católica Good 
Shepherd at Mercy). 
Estoy orgulloso de 
cada una de estas 
instituciones. Cada 
uno representa un 
compromiso com-
partido entre padres, 
pastores, administra-
dores, profesores y 
personal no docente, 
las parroquias y la ar-
quidiócesis. En Good 
Shepherd y Cristo 
Rey, también disfru-
tamos de una aso-
ciación especial con empresas locales y otras 
instituciones públicas y privadas.

Desde los primeros días de la historia de la 
Iglesia en los Estados Unidos y en Oklahoma, 
las Escuelas Católicas han tenido un papel 
insustituible en la vida y la misión de la Iglesia. 
Han servido no solo a nuestra gente y parro-
quias católicas, sino que también han hecho 
una contribución incalculable a la comunidad 
en general. Gran parte del crédito por esta 
rica herencia se debe a las mujeres y hombres 
religiosos que fueron pioneros en nuestras 
primeras Escuelas Católicas. Celebramos este 
compromiso y legado en curso anualmente 
durante la Semana de las Escuelas Católicas, 
que observamos este año desde el 27 de enero 
hasta el 2 de febrero.

El tema de la Semana de las Escuelas Católi-
cas 2019 es “Escuelas Católicas: Aprendizaje. 
Servicio. Liderazgo. Éxito.”. Nuestras escuelas 
están comprometidas a buscar y promover la 
excelencia en todas las esferas. Sin embargo, 
solo podemos lograrlo si tenemos claro por qué 
existimos. A medida que buscamos elevar los 
estándares en general, elevamos el estándar 
más alto de nuestra fe.

La calidad del valor agregado de nuestras 
escuelas católicas es que disfrutan de la opor-

tunidad privilegiada 
de asociarse con los 
padres para trans-
mitir nuestra fe 
católica. Como ex-
presión de la mis-
ión de la Iglesia de 
“Vayan y Hagan Dis-
cípulos”, el propósito 
principal de nuestras 
escuelas es de ser co-
munidades evangeli-
zadoras de discípulos.

Las Escuelas 
Católicas son lugares 
privilegiados de evan-
gelización. Aquí, la fe 
se nutre a través de 
una estrecha colabo-

ración con los padres. La fe se celebra a través 
de la adoración y la oración. La fe se vive en el 
servicio amoroso a los demás. La fe se fortalece 
al integrarse en todo el plan de estudios y en 
todas las facetas del entorno educativo.

Aquí, perseguimos la excelencia en la in-
strucción académica, el desarrollo del carácter 
y la formación en la fe. Hacemos esto siendo 
auténticamente católicos en nuestra enseñanza 
y práctica, pero también al incluir a estudi-
antes de todos los ámbitos sociales, económi-
cos y étnicos. Damos la bienvenida a estudi-
antes de otras tradiciones religiosas, pero les 
debemos la oportunidad de apreciar la plenitud 
de nuestra fe y herencia católica.

Para que nuestras Escuelas Católicas con-
tinúen prosperando, tenemos que crear es-

trategias para 
expandir nuestra 
inscripción, man-
tener nuestras es-
cuelas sostenibles 
y hacer que las 
escuelas católicas 
sean accesibles 
a más y más niños y sus familias. Nuestras 
escuelas necesitan una base financiera sólida 
para seguir siendo viables. Nuestras escuelas 
necesitan formas de proporcionar asistencia 
de matrícula y becas para aquellos que de otra 
manera no tendrían la oportunidad de disfru-
tar de los beneficios de una educación católica. 
Estos siguen siendo algunos de los mayores 
desafíos para el florecimiento continuo de 
nuestras escuelas católicas.

Por más de 100 años, nuestras Escuelas 
Católicas en Oklahoma han florecido debido a 
la generosa administración de familias, religio-
sos y religiosas, sacerdotes y feligreses que jun-
tos han hecho enormes sacrificios para que las 
Escuelas Católicas estén disponibles para sus 
hijos, nietos y los hijos de sus vecinos. Cada 
vez más, estamos encontrando maneras de 
involucrar a la comunidad empresarial y cívica 
para brindar oportunidades a los padres para 
que también elijan una educación católica. 
Siempre ha sido un compromiso compartido y 
un sacrificio compartido.

El futuro depende de nuestra capacidad para 
sostener este espíritu de mayordomía. Hoy, 
nos estamos beneficiando de los sacrificios de 
quienes nos han precedido. Y, tenemos que 
tener en cuenta a los que vendrán después de 
nosotros. Los padres de los niños de la Escue-
la Católica de hoy no pueden quedarse con el 
costo total de la educación católica. Para la 
mayoría, simplemente es demasiado caro. Ya 
sea que tengamos o no niños en las Escuelas 
Católicas, todos nos beneficiamos de mantener 
Escuelas Católicas sólidas.

Espero que disfruten la sección especial en 
este número que describe a nuestras Escuelas 
Católicas y las maneras en cómo nos esforza-
mos por mantenerlas fuertes. 

Escritor(a) Independiente 
Bilingüe

El periódico arquidiocesano 
Sooner Catholic está buscan-
do un escritor(a) indepen-
diente bilingüe que hable y 
escriba con fluidez tanto en 
inglés como en español. El 
escritor(a) contribuirá con 
artículos y fotos sobre even-
tos y parroquias en toda la 
arquidiócesis. Se prefiere a 
una persona con experiencia 
periodística. Comuníquese con 
Diane Clay al (405) 721-1810 
o dclay@archokc.org.

a Cobertura adicional de 
noticias y eventos de la Iglesia 
y la arquidiócesis, solo en 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a Para enviar fotos, infor-
mación sobre eventos o ideas 
de historias que pueden ser 
publicadas, envíe un correo 
electrónico a tips@archokc.org.

Personas rezan el 3 de enero en la parroquia St. Mother Theodore Guerin en Elmwood Park, Ill. Más de 70 asistieron para 
orar por los obispos de Estados Unidos, quienes se reunieron en el Seminario Mundelein en la Universidad de St. Mary 
of the Lake para un retiro del 1 al 8 de enero, en el cual se espera que les ayude a reconstruir la confianza entre los fieles 
por preguntas que continúan sobre su manejo del abuso sexual del clero en el país. Foto CNS/Karen Callaway/Catholic 
Chicago.

Este año, mi plan es reflexionar sobre nues-
tras Sagradas Escrituras, la Biblia. Mi oración 
es que estas reflexiones puedan ayudar a mis 
hermanas y hermanos a crecer en su amor por 

la Palabra de Dios y que 
aprendan más acerca 
de ella, nuestro gran 
y sagrado, personal y 
portátil, don de Dios. 

“Porque en los sagra-
dos libros… es tanta la 
eficacia que radica en la 
palabra de Dios, que es, 
en verdad, apoyo y vigor 
de la Iglesia, y fortaleza 

de la fe para sus hijos, 
alimento del alma, fuente pura y perenne de la 
vida espiritual.” (Vaticano II: Dei Verbum 21).

La Biblia es una biblioteca de 73 libros inspi-
rados por Dios y escritos por varios hombres, 
en distintos momentos, lugares, culturas e 
idiomas, desarrollados en un lapso de alrede-
dor de 3,000 años. La Iglesia reconoció estos 
libros como verdaderamente la Palabra de Dios 
y nos invita a nutrirnos diariamente de la vida, 
sabiduría y amor que contiene. En Su palabra 
lo encontramos, lo escuchamos, respondemos 
en oración y leemos un poco más.

Siempre hemos tenido un lugar especial en 
nuestro corazón por la palabra de Dios: “la Ig-
lesia ha venerado siempre las Sagradas Escrit-
uras al igual que el mismo Cuerpo del Señor, 
no dejando de tomar de la mesa y de distribuir 
a los fieles el pan de vida, tanto de la palabra 
de Dios como del Cuerpo de Cristo, sobre todo 
en la Sagrada Liturgia.” (Vaticano II: Dei Ver-
bum 21).

Un sueño, aun no logrado por completo, del 
Concilio Vaticano II es una mayor intimidad en-
tre las Sagradas Escrituras y todos los bautiza-
dos: “El Santo Concilio exhorta con vehemencia 
a todos los cristianos en particular a los religio-
sos, a que aprendan ‘el sublime conocimiento 
de Jesucristo’, con la lectura frecuente de las 
divinas Escrituras. ‘Porque el desconocimiento 
de las Escrituras es desconocimiento de Cris-
to’”. (Vaticano II: Dei Verbum 25).

Varios escritores tienen formas únicas de 
describir lo que es la Biblia. El Obispo Barron 
en “Explorando la Teología Católica: Ensayos 
sobre Dios, Liturgia y Evangelización”, tiene 
estas palabras: “La Biblia es una sinfonía, una 
combinación de tonos y melodías, bajo la di-
rección del artista supremo. Además, dado que 
nosotros, los lectores de la Biblia, participamos 
en la vida del ser divino y estamos sujetos al 
gobierno divino, debemos esperar que la nar-
rativa bíblica sea esclarecedora para nosotros. 
Finalmente, dado que Dios es el autor de la 
Biblia y de la historia en sí, no debemos sor-
prendernos al encontrar todo un conjunto de 
correspondencias figurativas o tipológicas en 
todo el testimonio de las Escrituras. Debemos 
esperar que Dios hable con un acento distinti-
vo y de acuerdo con ciertos patrones y ritmos 
característicos.”

N.T. Wright, en el cap. 13 de “Simplemente 
Cristiano”, comienza su tema sobre la Biblia, 
“El Libro Inspirado por Dios”, con estas pal-
abras: “Es un gran libro, lleno de grandes his-
torias con grandes personajes. Tienen grandes 
ideas (no solo con respecto a sí mismos) y 
cometen grandes errores. Trata sobre Dios, la 
codicia y la gracia; sobre la vida, la lujuria, la 

risa y la 
soledad; 
sobre el 
nacimien-
to, los 
comien-
zos y la 
traición; 
sobre 
hermanos, peleas y sexo; sobre el poder y la 
oración, la prisión y la pasión. Y solo estamos 
hablando de Génesis.”

Te invito a hacer de este año tu ¡Año de la 
Biblia! Como dijo el Papa Benedicto en su 
Exhortación Apostólica Verbum Domini: “Ren-
ovemos nuestro compromiso de profundizar en 
la palabra que Dios ha dado a la Iglesia: po-
dremos aspirar así a ese ‘alto grado de la vida 
cristiana ordinaria’.”

Comience con el Evangelio de Lucas o pase 
un tiempo especial con las lecturas diarias de 
la Misa. El párrafo 104 del Catecismo dice: “En 
la sagrada Escritura, la Iglesia encuentra sin 
cesar su alimento y su fuerza, porque, en ella, 
no recibe solamente una palabra humana, sino 
lo que es realmente: la Palabra de Dios. ‘En los 
libros sagrados, el Padre que está en el cielo 
sale amorosamente al encuentro de sus hijos 
para conversar con ellos’.”

Terminaré esta primera columna del año con 
las últimas palabras del Papa Francisco en 
el prologo de la Y-BIBLIA, Biblia de la Iglesia 
católica para los jóvenes: “¿Quieren darme una 
alegría? ¡Lean la Biblia!”
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La Biblia
Libros Sagrados de vida, verdad y amor

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariado de 
Evangelización y 

Catequesis

Jefe de misiones: Honren a san Romero luchando 
contra la injusticia

WASHINGTON – Después de 
finalmente presenciar la canon-
ización de San Óscar Romero, 
los salvadoreños y admiradores 
del santo deben darle nueva vida 
aprendiendo acerca de él, reflex-
ionando sobre cómo sus enseñan-
zas se aplican al presente y ver 
cómo ayudar al mundo basándose 
en el ejemplo que dejó el santo, 
luchando para poner fin a la injus-
ticia y la exclusión, dijo el Director 
Nacional de Obras Misionales Pon-
tificias para El Salvador, la patria 
de nuevo santo.

“Nos toca darle vida a sus pal-
abras, a sus enseñamientos ... un 
rejuvenecimiento”, dijo el padre 
Estefan Turcios Carpaño, quien 
habló con Catholic News Service el 
27 de diciembre durante una breve 
visita a Washington.

Todavía se habla mucho acerca 
de su asesinato, dijo el padre Tur-
cios, quien fue seminarista y estuvo 
en el exilio en Ecuador cuando San 
Romero, entonces Arzobispo de San 
Salvador, fue asesinado mientras 
celebraba Misa el 24 de marzo de 
1980. Y ciertamente, fue un símbo-
lo de una iglesia que sufría perse-
cución, injusticias, calumnias y, 
al final, una muerte violenta como 

muchos de sus compatriotas.
“Ahora siento que hay un reto 

... de transmitir su ternura, su 
cercanía con los pobres, los exclu-
idos”, dijo el padre Turcios, qui-
en conoció personalmente a San 
Romero, a quien dice que salvó su 
vida después de haber sido encar-
celado injustamente y torturado 
en El Salvador por seis meses 
en 1978. El entonces arzobispo 
Romero consiguió liberarlo y lo 
envió a vivir con otro obispo en 
Ecuador para mantenerlo fuera de 
peligro.

No hay que solamente perman-
ecer en un momento celebrati-
vo sobre la canonización, dijo el 
padre Turcios, quien también es el 
director de la Tutela de Derechos 
Humanos del Arzobispado de San 
Salvador.

“Sí, seguramente él representa 
una historia reciente de dolor y de 
mucha injusticia (en El Salvador), 
pero me gustaría invitar a otros a 
una metamorfosis de esa imagen. 
¿Cómo hablamos de él en el hoy? 
Es fácil hablar de él en el pasado, 
de su historia, pero no vamos a 
vivir en el pasado. Este es el reto. 
¿Qué nos dice hoy? Ahora, él es un 
santo. Hoy, tenemos lo que tanto 
queríamos, y ¿ahora qué? Estamos 
en otra etapa”.

El Salvador, como muchos otros 

países del mundo, todavía sufre 
grandes injusticias, dijo el padre 
Turcios. Esas injusticias varían de 
un lugar a otro, pero los creyentes 
pueden orar por la intercesión de 
san Romero y tomar acción, apren-
der lo que dijo e hizo, para poner 
un fin a la injusticia y la exclusión 
en todo el mundo.

“La palabra de Monseñor Rome-
ro no es solo para los salvador-
eños. Es universal, es una palabra 
profética”, dijo el padre Turcios.

Aunque El Salvador hoy no sufre 
de un conflicto político-militar de 

los tiempos de san Romero, el país 
sufre otros tipos de injusticia: la 
falta de trabajo digno, la falta de se-
guridad porque pandillas, o maras, 
criminales violentas atormentan 
diariamente a la ciudadanía, falta 
de agua potable -- situaciones que 
afectan desproporcionadamente a 
los pobres -- y un desplazamiento 
masivo de personas debido a esas 
situaciones, dijo.

“Entonces, hoy tenemos que leer 
y buscar en sus enseñanzas, que 
nos quieren decir del presente”, 
dijo el padre Turcios. 

Por Rhina Guidos 
Catholic News Service 
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Free museum tour 
The Heritage Gallery at the Cath-

olic Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
west Expressway, presents “The 
Shepherd Cannot Run: A Retro-
spective on the Life of Bl. Stanley 
Rother.” The free exhibit is open 
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day. Special tours arranged by 
calling (405) 721-5651, Ext. 141.

Suicide prevention training 
Did you know you can help save 

a life? Catholic Charities encour-
ages parishioners to participate in 
mental health awareness training. 
QPR is a free one-hour suicide 
prevention training that provides 
three simple steps to reach some-
one who may be feeling hopeless. 
Professional counseling also is 
available. Contact St. Joseph 
Counseling Center at (405) 524-
0969.

Suicide grief support group
A support group for those who 

have lost someone to suicide 
meets at St. Francis in Oklahoma 
City on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. in the Meer-
schaert House located just north 

of the church building. The gath-
ering is in a caring atmosphere to 
remember loved ones. Call (405) 
528-0485.

CPC daily Mass
Daily Mass is held weekdays 

at 11:30 a.m. in the St. Francis 
de Sales Chapel at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway. No Mass on days CPC 
is closed. 

Sanctity of Life Mass
The Sanctity of Life Mass is a 

celebration of life from concep-
tion to natural death. Archbishop 
Coakley will preside at the Mass 
at 6 p.m. Jan. 16 at The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 
Oklahoma City. 

Mercy Health Foundation Gala
The annual Mercy Gala will be 

at 6 p.m. Jan. 18 at the Nation-
al Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum in Oklahoma City. This 
year’s event will feature dinner, 
silent auction, raffle, performance 
by country music trio Runaway 
June and an after party hosted 
by DJ Kirby. The event supports 

the charitable needs of patients at 
Mercy, including the Mercy Good 
Samaritan Clinic, Project Early De-
tection and other forms of patient 
assistance. Visit www.bit.ly/Mer-
cyGALA19 or call (405) 486-8944. 
Individual tickets $200. Sponsor-
ship opportunities available.

 
Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity

The 2019 Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity is Jan. 18-25. The 
Unity Service will be 4 p.m. Jan. 
20 at St. Augustine of Canterbury 
Episcopal Church, 14700 N. May 
Ave. in Oklahoma City. One of the 
speakers will be the Rev. Roger 
Bruns, pastor of Trinity Lutheran 
Church. The international theme 
is “Justice, Only Justice, You Shall 
Pursue” based on Deuteronomy 
16:20.  Locally, people will explore 
“Justice: the dream of Isaiah, 
Jesus, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
and the challenge for us today.” 
The event sponsored by the Okla-
homa Alliance for Liturgy and the 
Arts (OALA). Contact Fr. Stephen 
Bird, OALA president, at SBird@
ArchOKC.org.

Relic and devotion
A presentation on the Holy Face 

of Jesus Relic and Devotion will 
be 9 a.m. Jan 19 at St. James in 
Oklahoma City. A Holy Face of Je-
sus relic will be present for vener-
ation. The relic has been touched 
to Veronica’s Veil, the True Wood 
of the Cross and the spear that 
pierced Christ’s side. These facts 
are verified by the Papal Seal and 
a certificate signed by Saint Pius 
X. Books available to purchase, 
and the author will be available 
to sign. Also, there will be a White 
Elephant Christmas gift silent 
auction fundraiser to auction a 
Christmas gift that was not quite 
right. Sponsored by the Central 
Region Counsel of Catholic Wom-
en. All women of the archdiocese 
are invited to attend.

Day of Reflection
St. Gregory’s Abbey will host a 

Day of Reflection, “Through the 
Year with Mary,” 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Jan. 19 at the abbey in Shaw-
nee. Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, 
O.S.B., will present. Cost is $30 
and includes lunch. Registration 
is limited to 40 participants. Call 
(405) 878-5656 or e-mail re-
treats@monksok.org to register.

Faith response to family 
violence

Learn how to help people expe-
riencing family violence during 
a presentation at 6:30 p.m. Jan. 
24 in Bryce Hall at Epiphany of 
the Lord, 7336 W. Britton Rd. in 
Oklahoma City. Contact Jenny 
Fenner at (405) 722-2110, Ext. 
123.

The shrines of Italy
Join Very Rev. Boniface Cope-

lin, O.S.B., and Richard Amend 
with St. Ann on a pilgrimage to 
the shrines of Italy Oct. 29 – Nov. 

8. A special travel presentation will 
be at 7 p.m. Jan. 28 at St. Ann, 
7501 W. Britton Rd. The trip is 
$3,500 pp, includes airfare from 
OKC, four-star hotels, 15 meals 
and more. Sites include Rome, Ba-
silica of St. Francis of Assisi, San 
Gilovanni Rotondo, tomb of Padre 
Pio, Abbey of Santissima Trinita, 
Madonna del Rosario Sanctuary, 
Vatican City, papal audience, St. 
Peter’s Basilica, Christian Rome 
city tour, St. Paul Outside the 
Walls, St. Mary Major, St. John 
in Laterna and more. Sponsored 
by St. Ann Retirement Center. 
Contact Richard Amend at (405) 
721-0747 or mkt@saintannretire-
mentcenter.com. 

Celebrating Catholic Education 
Breakfast

The 2019 Celebrating Catholic 
Education Breakfast with Arch-
bishop Coakley will be 7 a.m. Jan. 
29 at The Petroleum Club in the 
John Nichols Room. Register at 
www.archokc.org/breakfast.

Chili Bingo
St. Thomas More University Par-

ish in Norman will hold its annual 
“Chili Bingo” at 6 p.m. Feb. 2 at 
All Saints Catholic School. For 
tickets, contact Cathy Irwin at 
(405) 321-0990.

Pasta dinner
Knights of Columbus Council 

#10822 at St. Eugene, 2400 W. 
Hefner Rd. in Oklahoma City, will 
be hosting its annual pasta and 
homemade Italian sausage meat-
ball dinner at 5:30 p.m. Feb. 2. All 
profits benefit Friends of Bolivia 
medical mission in May. Tick-
ets $10 for adults, $5 for kids 
ages 5-12. Kids under age 5 are 
free. Take out available. Steve 
Chastain at (405) 470-2045.  

Rose Day
The 28th annual pro-life rally 

will be at 11:30 a.m. Feb. 6 at the 
Oklahoma State Capitol. Pro-life 
advocate Jen Bricker will be the 
speaker. Advocates begin handing 
out roses at 9:30 a.m.

Assembly of Catholic 
Professionals luncheon 

The Assembly of Catholic Profes-
sionals first quarterly luncheon for 
2019 is Feb. 7 at the Downtown 
Petroleum Club in Oklahoma City. 
The guest speaker is Bishop Ste-
ven Lopes. To register, visit www.
archokc.org/asp or contact (405) 
709-2745, acp@archokc.org.

Together in Holiness Marriage 
Conference

The Together in Holiness Mar-
riage Conference will be 11 a.m. 
– 6 p.m. Feb. 9 at St. Benedict in 
Broken Arrow. Childcare available 
for $5 per child. Bishop Konderla 
will speak along with Roland Mil-
lare and Patty Schneier. Register 
at https://forlifeandfamily.org/
events/th19-tok/.

Sooner Catholic14   January 13, 2019 

Briefs

“Lily of the Mohawks”

St. Kateri
Tekakwitha

honor dance
july 6, 2019
Oklahoma City
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January

Feast of the Baptism of the 
Lord.

Feast of St. Hilary.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., at the chapel at St. 
Thomas More, 100 Stinson 
St., Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
lang@gmail.com.

9 Days For Life, visit 9days-
forlife.com.

Suicide grief support group, 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., St. 
Francis, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

Sanctity of Life Mass, 6 p.m. 
at The Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help, 3214 N 
Lake Ave., OKC. 

Feast of St. Anthony. 

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
During the nine days, the 
novena prayers will be: Mon-
day-Friday following Noon 
Mass, Saturday following 5 
p.m. Mass, and Sunday fol-
lowing 11 a.m. Mass.

Surviving Divorce program, 
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at St. 
Mark the Evangelist in Nor-
man. Contact Ferrella March, 

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.
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(405) 314-3757, OKdivorcem-
inistry@gmail.com.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact 
Elaine, (405) 358-3610, 
ccrprayers@gmail.com.

The Lay Missionaries of 
Charity, the Secular (Lay) Or-
der of St. Teresa of Calcutta, 
meeting at St. Ann Nursing 
Home, OKC. Mass 9:30 a.m.; 
meeting following. Contact 
Toni Harrelson, (405) 341-
2199.

Day of Reflection, “Through 
the Year with Mary,”  9 a.m. – 
3 p.m. Jan. 19  at St. Grego-
ry’s Abbey, Shawnee. Abbot 
Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., 
will present. 

The Holy Face of Jesus Relic 
and Devotion presentation at 
9 a.m. Jan 19 at St. James in 
OKC. All women of the arch-
diocese are invited to attend.

The Oklahoma City Com-
munity of Secular Carmel-
ites meets monthly at Little 
Flower, OKC. Anyone inter-
ested in deepening prayer 
life with community support, 
call Vicky Caudell at (405) 
637-4611 or William Ginn at 
(405) 737-2024.

Feast of St. Sebastian.

Feast of St. Fabian.

Feast of St. Agnes.

Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day.

Day of Prayer for the Legal 
Protection of Unborn Children.

Feast of St. Marianne Cope.

Feast of St. Vincent.
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Feast of St. Francis De Sales.

Faith response to family vio-
lence presentation, 6:30 p.m. 
in Bryce Hall at Epiphany 
of the Lord, 7336 W. Britton 
Rd., OKC. 

Feast of the Conversion of St. 
Paul the Apostle.

Feast of Sts. Timothy and 
Titus.



School is a Catholic learning community that 
educates young people of limited economic 
means to become men and women of faith, 
purpose and service. Through a rigorous col-
lege preparatory curriculum, integrated with 
a relevant work-study experience, students 
graduate ready to succeed in college and in 
life. The school opened to the first class of 
ninth-graders in the fall. Each year thereafter, 
they plan to add another freshman class of 125 
students. By 2021, the school will serve grades 
nine through 12.

NCEA: The Cristo Rey Network is the only 
network of high schools in the country that 
integrates four years of rigorous college 
preparatory academics with four years of 
professional work experience through the 
Corporate Work Study Program. How did 
such a program come to be in Oklahoma 
City?

Diane: The collaboration began with a simple 
conversation with our previous Superintendent 
of Schools Cris Carter. Her initial meeting with 
Damon Gardenhire, the local representative 
for the Walton Family Fund, began the conver-
sation about the Cristo Rey school model and 
the possibility of what that might look like in 
Oklahoma City.

Renee: In fall of 2015, a Cristo Rey steering 
committee made up of people in and around 
Oklahoma City launched a feasibility study to 
measure interest and support for a new Cristo 
Rey school. We wanted to determine: first, are 
there students and families interested in this 
kind of educational experience? Second, are 
businesses willing to participate in the Cor-
porate Work Study Program that makes the 
school financially viable? Finally, is there a 
facility for the school?

The support was overwhelming. Families 
were excited about the opportunities to access 
affordable private, Catholic college preparato-
ry education. Kids were thrilled by the idea of 
going to a school offering the ability to acquire 
work-experience and real-world skills.

We were encouraged by the buy-in of local 
companies that recognized the transformative 
opportunity Cristo Rey presents. We already 
have more than 30 companies signed up to 
participate in the Corporate Work Study Pro-
gram.

We couldn’t have done any of this without a 
tremendous amount of support. That includes, 
first and foremost, support from Archbishop 
Coakley and the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
It also includes unwavering support from the 
business and nonprofit community, including 
community leaders like Judy Love and Gene 
Rainbolt.

NCEA: What roles does your organization 
cover in this partnership?

Renee: In most cases, schools in the Cris-
to Rey Network are sponsored by a religious 
order. There were no viable religious orders 
that could provide the true sponsorship of the 
school, especially with the financial commit-
ment. 

As a result, the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City would become an endorser for the high 
school. The responsibility of the archdiocese 
would be to monitor the Catholic identity and 
mission of the school as well as to provide a 
priest chaplain for the school. In addition, 
through the Catholic Schools’ Office we facili-
tate a relationship between our Catholic ele-
mentary schools.

What challenges have you experienced in 
launching Cristo Rey OKC?

Diane: The most obvious challenge is the 
launch process. A longer than anticipated 
search for a school principal resulted in ex-
tending our launch period over a second school 
year. Initiating the acceptance and enrollment 
process with students eager for this learning 

environment, only to be told that the school 
opening would be delayed, was difficult, but 
necessary.

One of the more significant challenges for the 
Catholic Schools’ Office was the inclusion of a 
new Catholic high school in a community that 
has only had two Catholic high schools. While 
all acknowledged the opportunities that Cristo 
Rey could provide to students we either were 
not serving, or had been serving, but could not 
make the financial transition to high school 
tuition, there was still the fear of the impact of 
this new school, not only on enrollment, but on 
those who donate and support existing schools.

NCEA: Cristo Rey programs provide rigor-
ous college prep curriculum, integrated with 
relevant work-study experience. Why will 
this model be successful in the OKC com-
munity?

Renee: We are a Catholic school. We are 
open to students of all faiths, but we empha-
size spiritual growth, faith-based values, moral 
development and personal responsibility.

Second, we exist to provide a great educa-
tional opportunity to families in underserved 
communities. 

A lot of times when people hear “private 
school,” the assumption is that it is financial-
ly out of reach. At Cristo Rey, 100 percent of 
our students receive financial assistance. We 
will work with every family to set our tuition at 
an amount that is affordable for them. But, it 
is our corporate work study partnership that 
really sets us apart. 

The Corporate Work Study Program also is a 
growth experience for the students. They learn 
the values of hard work and personal respon-
sibility. By working in professional settings, 
students are exposed to mentors and careers, 
and connect what is taught in the classroom to 
the job.

Students acquire the soft skills they need to 
succeed in the workplace. They also graduate 
high school with an impressive resume that 
most young people their age don’t have.

All of this is possible because our business 
community has been 
tremendously recep-
tive to the mission of 
the school. We have 
some of the largest, 
most visible and most 
well-respected Okla-
homa corporations 
enlisted as partners 
as well as local non-
profits. Our students 
will be fully integrat-
ed within the fabric 
of the Oklahoma City 
community.

NCEA: How does 
the model and mis-
sion of Cristo Rey 
OKC respond to the 
mission of the Arch-
diocese of Oklaho-
ma City?

Renee: I’ll para-
phrase what Father 
Foshee said when 
we brought him on 
board as our chap-
lain. First, we are a 
Catholic school cen-
tered on the premise 
that Christ is King, 
and that means love 
is king. We will love 
each other, and we 
will see amazing 
outcomes because of 
our love and our hard 
work. 

We are focused on 
spiritual growth and 

fulfillment as much as academic fulfillment. 
Second, by focusing on underserved commu-
nities and families of modest means, we are 
responding to the Second Vatican Council’s 
mandate to identify people in-need and offer 
them assistance. We give students an oppor-
tunity to take ownership of their education, to 
work for it, and to earn their success. That will 
be a powerful and life-affirming experience for 
our students.

Diane: The mission of Cristo Rey Oklahoma 
City Catholic High School is a Catholic learning 
community that educates young people of lim-
ited economic means to become men and wom-
en of faith, knowledge, purpose and service. 
Through a rigorous college preparatory curric-
ulum, integrated with a relevant work-study 
experience, students graduate ready to succeed 
in college and in life. This mirrors the mission 
of our archdiocesan schools. It also mirrors 
Archbishop Coakley’s vision for the archdiocese 
to “go make disciples.” 

The timing of the feasibility process was 
divinely in sync with the release of the arch-
bishop’s pastoral letter, which articulated three 
priorities – new evangelization, faith formation 
and Hispanic ministry. The addition of the 
Cristo Rey High School uniquely combined 
these priorities in the form of a powerful tool – 
a school. Many parents arrive on our doorsteps 
wanting a better life for their children. More 
often than not, our elementary schools are able 
to assist them, but the financial leap to Cath-
olic high school can be too large at times. This 
is a source of great pain to all of us, because it 
is a denial of the very roots of Catholic educa-
tion. which began as a ministry to educate poor 
immigrants and minorities. 

If we truly believe in Christ’s call to love our 
brothers and sisters, and that everyone is our 
brother and sister, and if that belief extends to 
an understanding that education, grounded in 
love, is the pathway out of poverty, then Cristo 
Rey provides parents, regardless of their zip 
code, with the opportunity to choose a quality 
education for their children.
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