
Sooner Catholic
soonercatholic.org  archokc.orgAugust 5, 2018    

Go Make Disciples

Church 
groups race to 
help families

By Steve Gust 
The Sooner Catholic

Beloved priest 
nurse to retire

Mary Diane Steltenkamp, an 
extraordinary friend and 
caregiver to the clergy of 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, is 
celebrating her friendships and suc-
cesses as she prepares for retirement 
this month.

“I am grateful for the care, 
expertise and sacrifice of Mary 
Diane in her service to the arch-
diocese as our Priest Nurse,” 
Archbishop Coakley said. 
“Mary Diane loves priests. 
She brought comfort and 
laughter to many of our 
priests, helping them to 
navigate important health 
decisions and even to 
prepare for the end of their 
earthly life. She will be 
missed.”

Since 2013, she has been 
the archdiocesan nurse, 
helping to comfort more 
than 100 priests as they 
face both minor and ma-
jor health challenges. The 
longtime member of Saint 
Eugene Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City was the first to 
lead the nursing program for the 
archdiocese. 

“I knew I wanted to be the one 

to start this program,” she said. 
“So many of our priests would 
otherwise have to deal with 
these decisions by themselves.”

Her duties included, but 
weren’t limited to, making sure 
clergy had access to vaccines, 
monitoring of vitals and assist-

ing with health advice.
One of the priests who knew 

she would be perfect for the job 
is Father Scott Boeckman, now 

at Conception Seminary 
College in Missouri.

“Everyone’s life is filled 
with fears, especially when 
we are sick,” Father Boeck-
man said. “Mary Diane 
helped us to alleviate those 
fears. We knew we could 
count on her. She was our 
healing balm.”

Steltenkamp also com-
municated with the family 
of clergy and offered her 
nursing opinions on various 
surgeries or medications 
physicians recommended. 
Her knowledge came with a 
wealth of nursing experience 

and an urge to help others. 
That urge dates back to her 

Fr. William Ross and Mary Diane Steltenkamp. 

continued on page 6

Mary Diane Steltenkamp with Fr. A. Gerard 
MacAulay when he was awarded the Blessed
Stanley Rother Award in 2016. Photos provided.

Photo Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

Blessed Stanley Rother 
Feast Day

Archbishop Coakley, Archbishop Emeritus 
Beltran and Abbot Lawrence joined fellow 
clergy, the Rother family and hundreds of 
parishioners and visitors July 28 at Holy 

Trinity Catholic Church in 
Okarche to celebrate 

the first feast day 
of Blessed Stanley 
Rother. See more 
on Blessed Stan-
ley’s feast day in 
the next issue of 
the Sooner Cath-

olic.

WASHINGTON – In public and be-
hind the scenes of a court order that 
immigrant families separated by the 
U.S. government be reunited by the 
end of July 26, the Catholic Church, 
from its leadership to its charitable 
and advocacy organizations, worked 
around the clock to speed up the 
effort.

Catholic humanitarian organiza-
tions rushed to collect material help, 
bishops loudly denounced the sep-
aration policy, and groups such as 
Catholic Extension established a fund 
to shelter, feed and defend some of the 
separated immigrant families.

By the end of deadline day, Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement 
said 1,442 of the 2,500 had found 
their way to a loved one and said the 
rest did not have an “eligible” family 
member to go to. The number of fami-
lies the government reported reuniting 
by the following morning increased to 
1,800.

Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande 
Valley in McAllen, Texas, and Catholic 
affiliated centers in San Antonio and 
Phoenix served as safe physical spac-
es for families to be reunited following 
their release. Annunciation House in 
El Paso also helped. Staff from Cath-
olic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City are assisting.

Some adults apprehended, possi-
bly 400 to 500, have been deported, 
making it unclear what will happen to 
their children. Catholic groups were 
joined by other faith-based entities, 
including Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Service and Bethany Chris-
tian Services. 

By Rhina Guidos 
Catholic News Service 
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a Join the pastoral letter 
prayer team to pray for the 
upcoming pastoral letter 
and the future plans of the 
archdiocese, text Prayer2018 
to 84576 or go to https://
app.flocknote.com/archok-
c/2018Intercessory.

a The Rother Heritage 
Gallery at the Catholic Pas-
toral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway, presents “The 
Shepherd Cannot Run: A 
Retrospective on the Life of 
Blessed Stanley Rother.” The 
free exhibit is open 8:30 a.m. 
– 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
Special tours arranged by 
calling (405) 721-5651, Ext. 
141.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

“Man cannot live without hope, and education is 
the generator of hope. … The true educator is like 
a father or a mother that transmits a life capable 
of a future.” – Pope Francis, addressing the plenary 
session of the Congregation for Catholic Education in 
2017.

The Catholic Church values education as one of 
the fundamental building blocks for achieving our 
God-given potential and creating a more just and hu-
mane society in which every person’s value is recog-
nized. Such an education includes bearing witness to 
the truth of the Gospel and the formation of a virtu-
ous character.

Faith formation along with reading, writing, science 
and mathematics, and an appreciation for history, 
culture and the arts all contribute to a student’s in-
tellectual and emotional growth and well-being. They 
instill, as Pope Francis said, “a life capa-
ble of a future,” and an ability to navigate 
the spiritual, practical and economic 
demands of the world. 

A well-rounded education is a key ingre-
dient to becoming the persons God creat-
ed us to be. 

For these reasons, the Church has long 
sponsored Catholic schools that support 
both spiritual formation and academic 
learning. In many countries, institutions 
run by the Church, historically served 
as the first “public schools,” and operat-
ed as some of the only outlets for people 
who were not wealthy, to learn and better 
themselves.

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
has 22 Catholic 
schools, which 
continue this out-
standing tradition 
of outreach and 
education to un-
derserved commu-
nities. I am proud 
that we have add-
ed another quality 
school this year. 

This fall, the 
third Catholic 
high school in 
the archdiocese, 
Cristo Rey Oklaho-
ma City Catholic 
High School, will 
open with its first 
freshmen class. Cristo Rey OKC has been years in the 
making, with the active support of the archdiocese 
and both the business and philanthropic communi-
ties. 

First and foremost, Cristo Rey OKC is a Catholic 
school that emphasizes spiritual growth, academic 
excellence and service to the community. Students 
will attend weekly Mass and be served by both a 
chaplain and a full-time campus minister.  

It will offer a rigorous academic program with a “no 
excuses” attitude toward learning. All students are 
expected to succeed and to continue their education 
in college. 

The school has put together an impressive athletics 
program with staples like basketball and cross coun-
try as well as sports such as rowing, golf and tennis. 
Each sport will be coached with an emphasis toward 

building character and 
strengthening values. 

As part of the national 
network of Cristo Rey 
schools, Cristo Rey OKC 
utilizes a unique work-
study model, where 
students work one day 
a week with a corporate 
partner in the Oklaho-
ma City area. The chan-
cery and Catholic Charities will both be participating 
in the work-study program.

In addition to the valuable business and network-
ing experience that the work-study model provides, 
corporations compensate students by paying for most 
of their tuition. That contribution, combined with 

donations from many gen-
erous supporters, enables 
Cristo Rey to place tuition 
and costs on a sliding 
scale. The format makes 
the school affordable for 

low-income and modest-income families.
Cristo Rey OKC, like all of Oklahoma’s Catho-

lic schools, represents a great tradition within our 
Church, bearing fruit by improving lives and chang-
ing our communities for the better. The school will 
provide an opportunity to help young men and wom-
en deepen their faith, alter the economic trajectory 
of their lives, and place them on a path to happiness 
and success. It will help to strengthen their character 
and open doors to knowledge and a life full of oppor-
tunity. This is the power of a Catholic education.

As we begin another school year, please join me 
in praying for students, teachers, staff and parents 
everywhere. May we recognize that our lives and our 
work are totally dependent upon God’s mercy and 
providence. Let us commit ourselves to being good 
stewards of the gifts he has entrusted to us.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Cristo Rey OKC

Prayer for the 
Assumption of Mary

Father in heaven,
all creation rightly gives 

you praise, for all life and all 
holiness come from you.
In the plan of your wisdom
she who bore the Christ in 

her womb was raised body 
and soul in glory to be with 

him in heaven.
May we follow her example 
in reflecting your holiness
and join in her hymn of end-

less love and praise.
We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Aug. 6 – Dinner with seminarians, 6 p.m., Archbishop’s residence
Aug. 7 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
Aug. 7 – Staff meeting, 12:45 p.m., CPC
Aug. 7 – Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Aug. 7 – Archbishop’s Dinner for Seminarian Education, 6 p.m., Oklahoma City Golf and Country Club

Archbishop Coakley talks 
to students during the First 
Mass and blessing celebrated 
July 27 at Cristo Rey OKC 
Catholic High School. Photos 
Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic. 

Five years ago, Pope Francis looked over the 
sea of volunteers at World Youth Day in Rio de 
Janeiro and gave advice to married couples:

“Today, there are those who say that mar-
riage is out of fashion. ... They say that it is not 
worth making a lifelong commitment, making a 
definitive decision, ‘forever,’ because we do not 
know what tomorrow will bring. I ask you, in-
stead, to be revolutionaries, I ask you to swim 
against the tide; yes, I am asking you to rebel 
against this culture that sees everything as 
temporary and that ultimately believes you are 
incapable of responsibility, that believes you 
are incapable of true love.”  

Oklahoma has one of the highest divorce 
rates in the country, consistently ranking in 
the Top 10, according to the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

“Given Oklahoma’s consistently high divorce 
rate, we need to err on the side of ‘doing too 
much’ for marriages, not too little,” said Alex 
Schimpf, director of the Office of Marriage and 
Family Life for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City. 

Slowly, parishes throughout the archdiocese 
are responding to the need for more support for 
married couples. Saint Eugene and Christ the 
King, both in Oklahoma City, began forming 
and sustaining a marriage enrichment ministry 
for their sacramentally married couples, re-
gardless of age or length of marriage. 

Marriage enrichment programs typically 
meet once a month with a flexible approach to 
participation, allowing participants to join in 

the meetings that meet their schedule. Saint 
Eugene and Christ the King have made their 
marriage enrichment programs a priority, even 
opening up their budget to account for the cost 
of a nursery and meals for childcare. 

Both programs begin after their Saturday eve-
ning Mass, typically running a little more than 
an hour. Both parishes have childcare with 
meals available to accommodate more couples 
with young children. Organizers said this free 
time is essential for couples to talk and spend 
time with other couples from the group.

Leaders at Christ the King, currently in the 
middle of their third 
year of offering mar-
riage enrichment, said 
their program has 
worked well to engage 
married couples.

“We average 25 
couples each meeting 
with as many as 45 at 
one point,” said Jenni 
Butch, the director of 
discipleship and evan-
gelization. “We have 
had great feedback. 
Couples have made 
friends and had great 
discussions.” 

In addition to be-
ing pastor of Christ 
the King, Father Rick 
Stansberry also holds 
the title of Judicial 
Vicar of the Archdi-
ocesan Tribunal, an 

appointed body of priests that handles all cases 
of marriage annulments for those cases in 
which it has competency according to the Code 
of Canon Law. 

“The thing that I’ve noticed being a priest for 
26 years and certainly 20 years in the tribunal, 
is I think we do a great job of preparing people 
for marriage, but I’m not sure we do a great job 
of helping people stay married,” he said. “You 
can require things before marriage, but it’s vol-
untary after marriage.”
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Enrichment programs strengthen, encourage 
joyful marriages

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

continued on page 10

Archbishop Coakley 
letter to the faithful

In response to recent allegations 
regarding former Cardinal Theo-
dore McCarrick, Archbishop Coak-
ley issued a letter to the Catholic 
faithful, clergy and religious men 
and women, expressing his con-
cern about the lack of reporting 
and action in the alleged incidents, 
and issuing a call for U.S. bishops 
to re-examine the standards and 
procedures for reporting abuse.

The Charter for the Protection 
of Children and Young People 
mentioned in the letter is a com-
prehensive set of procedures 
originally established by the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops in 
2002 for addressing allegations of 
sexual abuse of minors by Catholic 
clergy. 

To read the full text of the char-
ter, go online to www.usccb.org/is-
sues-and-action/child-and-youth-
protection/charter.cfm.

Reporting abuse/pastoral re-
sponse hotline 

It is important all archdiocesan 
personnel – clergy, seminarians, 
religious, employees and volun-

teers – protect the rights of chil-
dren and be alert to the possibility 
of child abuse. Under Oklahoma 
law, all individuals MUST report 
an incident or suspicion of sexual 
abuse of a minor (person under 
age 18) to civil authorities. The 
statewide abuse reporting hotline 
is (800) 522-3511. If you feel a 
child is in immediate danger of 
harm call 9-1-1. For the safety of 
children and the healing of vic-
tims, the archdiocese provides an 
Abuse of Minors Pastoral Response 
Hotline for reporting the abuse of 
a minor (in the past or present) by 
a member of the clergy or other 
church personnel – (405) 720-
9878. The archdiocesan victims’ 
assistance coordinator, a licensed 
professional counselor, will re-
spond to calls to the hotline. A 
report to the archdiocese does not 
relieve the individual of the duty to 
report child abuse to civil author-
ities as required by state law. In 
Oklahoma, failure to report child 
abuse is a misdemeanor punish-
able by law.
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Abbey, monks honor St. Kateri feast day
The Benedictine 

monks of Saint Greg-
ory’s Abbey hosted 
their annual Saint 
Kateri Tekakwitha 
Pilgrimage Day on 
July 14, her feast 
day.

Saint Kateri, who 
died in 1680, is 
the first American 
Indian recognized as 
a saint by the Cath-
olic Church. Also 
known as the “Lily of 
the Mohawks,” Pope 
Benedict XVI canon-
ized her on Oct. 12, 
2012.

The Rt. Rev. Law-
rence Stasyszen, 
O.S.B., abbot of 
Saint Gregory’s said, 
“We are grateful to 
offer a novena and 
pilgrimage day each year in hon-
or of Saint Kateri. Not only do we 
want to promote awareness of this 
great saint, but we also want to 
honor all American Indian peo-
ples.” 

The history of Saint. Gregory’s 
Abbey is closely bound to the 
American Indian population of 
Oklahoma. 

“Our founders came in 1875 to 
serve the pastoral and educational 
needs of the people of Indian Terri-
tory. The pioneer monks benefitted 
from the generosity of the Citi-
zen Potawatomi Nation and other 
tribes that had been resettled in 
the territory. We are grateful for 
the prayers, good will and sup-
port of Native American Peoples 

throughout our history,” Abbot 
Lawrence said.

About 100 pilgrims attended 
the activities. Attendees included 
people of the Apache, Blackfoot, 
Caddo, Choctaw, Cherokee, Chick-
asaw, Citizen Potawatomi, Co-
manche, Delaware, Kiowa, Lakota, 
Muskogee-Creek, Osage, Seminole 
and Wichita tribes. 

The pilgrimage day began with 
Mass with Abbot Lawrence presid-
ing. Dorothy Whitehorse DeLaune, 
an elder of the Kiowa tribe, offered 
prayer in the Kiowa language. 
Kevin Conerwerdy, of the Kiowa 
and Comanche tribes, performed 
a ritual “cedaring” or “smudging” 
cleansing ceremony for all partici-
pants.

As a child, Whitehorse-DeLaune 

attended Saint Patrick 
Indian Mission School. 
The monks founded 
the school in 1892 near 
Anadarko. She was 
present for the canon-
ization of Saint Kateri 
in 2012.

After Mass, the con-
gregation processed 
to the statue of Saint 
Kateri Tekakwitha en-
shrined on the grounds 
of the monastery. The 
Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation Women’s Hand 
Drum Group, Dewe-
gen Kwek, drummed 
and sang songs in 
Potawatomi. As Abbot 
Lawrence incensed the 
statue of Saint Kateri, 
Dewegen Kwek sang 

the traditional “Strong Woman 
Song.” To conclude the ceremo-
nies, all participants placed white 
lilies around the feet of the statue. 

The monks offered a meal in the 
monastic refectory that featured 
traditional foods served at pow-
wows. Girls with the name Kateri 
received a special gift. 

“We were very pleased with the 
turnout for our pilgrimage day. 
Our plan is to include a full pow-
wow for next year’s festivities, 
which will be held on July 13,” 
Abbot Lawrence said.

The pilgrimage day is held an-
nually on the Saturday preceding 
July 14, the memorial of Saint 
Kateri. 

Rt. Rev. Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., abbot of Saint Gregory’s says a 
prayer at the St. Kateri Tekakwitha statue on July 14, her feast day. 
Photo provided. 

“Revealed”

Christ the King, OKC

Sts. Peter and Paul, KingfisherSt. Monica, Edmond

St. Mary, Ponca City

Students from the 
Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City attend 
“Revealed” the 2018 
Steubenville Youth 
Conference in various 
cities across the coun-
try. Photos provided. 

This year’s theme of As-
sumption of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary’s annual 

vacation Bible school was “Ship-
wrecked.” The summer program 
held June 25-29 in Duncan fea-
tured images of the ocean and un-
derwater, which transformed the 
church’s auditorium into a colorful 
aquatic world for the youth who 
attended.

With 67 students enrolled, they 
averaged around 50 students per 
day, according to Maria Martinez, 
Assumption’s religious educa-
tion director. Each evening began 
around 5 p.m. with a warm meal 
for the students.

“Whether it was macaroni and 
cheese or chicken nuggets or 
corndogs; the children always get 
something before we get started. 
Then, we start playing and singing. 
It is always so fun seeing the little 
ones dancing and being so en-
gaged in the music,” said Martinez, 
who is on her sixth year overseeing 
vacation bible school.

Every day had a different theme, 
so the children could learn some-
thing new as the week progressed. 
One example was, “Jesus Res-
cues.”

“They always have to respond 
with, ‘Jesus rescues’’” Martinez 
said. “We have been going along 
with that theme because it does 
not matter what happens in 
your life, whether you are lonely, 
whether you’re wrong, whether 
you’re sad, Jesus is always there 
to rescue you. That is what we 

focus our lesson toward.”
The weeklong school was ar-

ranged in sections. In Bible dis-
covery, students heard a 
story of the day and did 
a related activity. 
During imagi-
nation station 
students heard 
about the 
theme of the 
day.  

Children 
also watched 
a movie re-
lated to each 
theme and had 
discussions 
among them-
selves and 
their leader. 
In the games 
section, 
youth leaders 
incorporat-
ed the daily 
theme into 
a fun game. 
Martinez 
said it is 
a scripted 
program 
that they 
molded 
to fit the 
needs of 
the chil-
dren. 

Once 
students 
graduate to 
the seventh grade, they have the 
option to become youth helpers.

“I have been coming to vacation 
bible school since I was in PreK,” 
said Angela Ibarra, 12. “The best 

thing about vacation Bible school 
is learning about God and inter-
acting with friends, and the food is 

good, too!”
Both Martinez 
and Veronica 

Gutierrez 
Ibarra, 
RE as-
sistant, 
said 

it was Father 
Peter Jandaczek’s creativity and 
talent that made the decorations 
so lively. 

“He helped us make the ship. 
The ship really went well with this 
theme, so he came one morning 
and said, ‘Let’s do this.’ He is very 
involved. He loves our kids and he 
does whatever he needs to help 
us,” Martinez said.

Ibarra said it takes everybody 
in the parish to make the school 
come together and be successful.

“Our goal is for everybody to 
be filled with 
the joy, love, 
hope and 
peace that I 
feel God is. 
They inspire 
me even more, 
just to share the 
seed that was 
planted for me,” 
Ibarra said.

“Their eyes light 
up when they see 
the decorations. 
I think that the 
children feel the 
love that was put 
into the decorations 
and lessons and 
are very excited. 
They are passion-
ate as well because 
they are dancing and 
singing, and they 
seem like they are 
just at peace, and 
that is really nice to 
see.”

Jolene Schonchin is 
a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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Assumption celebrates annual vacation Bible school 
By Jolene Schonchin 

The Sooner Catholic

Top: Students have fun building a structure of popsicle sticks during the 

Imagination Station session. Bottom: The 2018 vacation bible school theme 

was “Shipwrecked” at Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Duncan. Stu-

dents filled the homemade ship. Photos Jolene Schonchin/Sooner Catholic.

vacation Bible school
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St. Rose of Lima, Perry  St. John Nepomuk, Yukon

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Sterling

St. Gregory the Great, Enid St. Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC

St. Mark the Evangelist, Norman

Photos Jolene Schonchin/Sooner Catholic and provided. 



time as a high school student at 
Bishop McGuinness Catholic High 
School, where she graduated in 
1963. 

She wanted to help her fami-
ly’s finances and was prepared to 
apply for a job as a nurse’s aide at 
Saint Anthony Hospital.

Her first hurdle to a career that 
would span decades was finding 
a parking place so she could go in 
and apply. Saint Anthony Hospi-
tal, being downtown, had limited 
parking spaces. She circled the lot 
a few times before finally saying a 
prayer.

“I said ‘God if you want me to do 
this job please let me have a park-
ing place,’” she recalled. Almost 
on cue, she spotted a car leaving 
and parked. That event started a 
special calling, which eventually 
would touch almost every priest’s 
life in the archdiocese.

Her Catholic faith began in 
childhood and she shudders to 
think where she’d be today with-
out her deep faith. She first came 
to Oklahoma City at age 9. Her 
dad had been transferred from 
Kentucky.

“We thought we would go back 
in a year’s time. We never did.”

The family eventually grew to 
two sisters and three brothers. 

She went to grade school at 
Christ the King and initially began 
nursing studies at Saint Anthony 
Hospital and later Saint Gregory’s 
in 1965. 

“We would take a bus to Saint 
Gregory’s at 7:30 a.m. and get 
home at 6 p.m.,” she recalled. 

Later, her studies continued at 
Saint Anthony. She was offered 
free room and board, providing she 
agreed to work for the hospital for 
two years. She did. Upon gradua-
tion, she worked in the intensive 
care unit. Years later she’d be a 
supervisor with the newly estab-
lished dialysis unit. 

Along the way, others urged her 
to take on different assignments in 
nursing.

“I don’t remember having a for-
mal job interview,” she recalled. 
“People would just say you’d be 
good at this or that. I think it was 
God’s way of speaking to me.”

At every step, her Catholic faith 
was never far from her. She played 
the organ for years at Saint Eu-
gene. She applied to be a nun, 
but the order believed her family, 
going through personal challeng-
es, needed her more. The nurse 
credits counselors at McGuinness 
for helping her through challeng-
ing times.

Although her dialysis work 
provided a good salary and great 

opportunity to retire at a young-
er age, she opted to give back. In 
1997, she joined Catholic Char-
ities and established the parish 
nursing ministry.

In 2013, 
she con-
sidered 
retirement 
only to be 
lured back 
by starting 
the arch-
diocesan 
nurse pro-
gram.

It has 
been a rich 
ministry 
for Stel-
tenkamp 
as she has 
traveled to 
virtually 
every par-
ish. When 
priests 
get together for regular meetings, 
she would set up a blood pressure 
station. Doing those tests gave her 
a chance to offer friendship and 
guidance.

She has been at the side of 16 
priests as they passed, offering 
comfort in their final days. 

Father Boeckman knows how 
valuable she has been.

“Each priest she min-
istered to knew that they 
could trust her completely 
and that her heart was 

involved, meaning love,” he said.
Although she’ll be retiring, she 

plans to continue work with a 
spiritual formation program. 

“Mary Diane proved to be the 
quintessential priest’s nurse,” Fa-
ther Boeckman said. “The reason 
is that she was all in.”

Steve Gust is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

Despite the circumstances and the unknown, 
Mary’s courageous journey led her to welcome 
a baby that would change human history. De-
spite every obstacle she knew would come her 
way, she obediently listened and gave birth to 
the Son of God, who was not born into riches, 
but instead born vulnerable to hunger and cold 
in a humble stable. 

Today, many babies are vulnerable to similar 
circumstances. Yet, following Mary’s example, 
countless women say a brave “yes” to life every 
day and welcome their babies into the world. 

These women are not alone because they 
find comfort and support at a program called 
“Mother to Mother” at Saint Benedict in Shaw-

nee. The program is sponsored by the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development (CCHD). 

CCHD is a domestic effort against poverty 
by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
CCHD makes grants available to groups or 
projects who specifically work to address the 
root causes of poverty through the empower-
ment of those who need it the most. Mother to 

Mother does 
just that by 
providing strug-
gling mothers 
with material, 
educational, 
emotional and 
spiritual sup-
port. 

Mother to 
Mother was 
created from 
Project Gabriel, 
whose focus 
is to provide 
mothers with 
the basic neces-
sities of infants 
and children in 
crisis. Over the 
years, it became 
obvious that 
these mothers 
needed help be-
yond just phys-

ical needs. There was a need for emotional sup-
port. This program was created to help nurture 
these women and provide help in other aspects 
of motherhood such as handling personal fi-
nances, learning how to be a parent, obtaining 
an education or finding a support system. 

Mother to Mother is a mentoring program 

that meets weekly, pairing mothers of the Saint 
Benedict community with struggling mothers 
in the Shawnee area. The collaboration pro-
vides a space where mothers can share their 
life experiences and struggles and in turn 
receive encouragement, motivational teachings, 
and participate in activities such as cooking or 
crafting. 

Mother to Mother also helps grandparents 
who are raising grandchildren. 

As one volunteer said, “If someone walks 
through that door with a baby who needs help, 
we are helping that baby.” 

Becky VanPool, the CCHD archdiocesan 
director 
said, 
“This 
program 
truly re-
flects our 
pro-life 
values by 
the way 
they help 
mothers 

and others in need. The volunteers at Mother 
to Mother do a great job of making anyone feel 
welcome, loved, cared for and wanted. It is in 
the smallest ones that we find the kingdom of 
God and in helping with an open heart where 
we become truly Christian.”

CCHD focuses on supporting the groups that 
are often limited in resources. Funds for the 
CCHD grants come from a second collection 
done every year the weekend before Thanksgiv-
ing. This year, it will be Nov. 17-18. 

One third of the funds will remain in the 
archdiocese and the remainder will fund na-
tional grants for which local groups can apply. 
The deadline to apply for a grant is Sept. 1. 
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“Mother to Mother” brings love, skills to 
parents, grandparents

Deadline to apply Sept. 1

“Mother to Mother” participants at St. Benedict in Shawnee.  Photo provided. 

For more information, visit 
http://catholiccharitiesok.org/
ParishOutreach, www.USCCB.
org or contact Becky VanPool 
at (405) 523-3000, Ext. 245, or 
bvanpool@ccaokc.org. 

continued from page 1

Fr. Scott Boeckman with Mary 
Diane Steltenkamp when she 
received her Spirit of Nursing 
award in 2016. 

Mary Diane Steltenkamp 
prays for Fr. James Mickus 
before his heart surgery in 
2016.
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Making Sense of Bioethics

Promethean medical temptations
Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Superheroes attract us. From 
Greek gods to Superman and 
Spiderman, our fascination with 
the awesome deeds of superheroes 
beckons us to become masters of 
our own destiny.

Yet, even as we enjoy the fantasy 
of acquiring Promethean powers to 
combat our enemies and conquer 
evil, we have legitimate misgiv-
ings about mere mortals taking 
on god-like powers in real life. We 
are concerned about those who 
play with fire just like Prometheus 
did, at the risk of harm and great 
destruction.

Today, as modern medicine tries 
to rebuff death and control our hu-
manity in ever more sophisticated 
ways, new temptations arise that 
challenge us to choose between life 
and death, between living in reality 
and living in a fantasy world where 
we elevate ourselves as “masters of 
our own destiny.”

We encounter these Promet-
hean temptations today in the 
expanding fields of reproductive 
medicine and infertility. We may 
be drawn to the idea of “manufac-
turing” children through in vitro 
fertilization and related forms of 
assisted reproductive technologies. 
By producing and manipulating 
our children in laboratory glass-
ware, however, we cross a critical 
line and sever our obedience to 
the giver of life. We assume the 
role of masters over, rather than 
recipients of, our own offspring. 

We allow our children to be mis-
treated as so many embryonic 
tokens — with some being frozen 
in liquid nitrogen and others being 
discarded as biomedical waste. We 
take on the seemingly divine role 
of creating another human being 
and reigning supreme over his or 
her destiny. 

We are tempted toward this 
same type of Promethean mastery 
at the other end of life. While we 
recognize that we cannot avoid 
death, we may be troubled and 
vexed by the possibility of a pro-
tracted and painful dying process. 

We may decide that the best 
answer is to “take charge” of the 
situation and move into the driv-
er’s seat, resolutely calling the 
final shots ourselves. By ending 
life “on our own terms” through 
physician-assisted suicide, we 
hope to steer around the sufferings 
and agonies of the dying process. 
Yet, suicide clearly goes against 
the grain of the kind of creatures 
we are, creatures intended for life, 
not death.

The temptation that flashes be-
fore us when we consider suicide 
is the fantasy of becoming “mas-
ter” over our destiny by arrogating 
to ourselves direct power over life 
and death. We begin to accept the 
falsehood that we are uniquely in 
charge of our own destiny and can 
remake or destroy ourselves as 
if we were gods. It is but a short 
step, then, for us to take further 

powers unto ourselves, lording it 
over the fate and destiny of others 
through activities like euthanasia, 
direct abortion and human embry-
onic stem cell research.

Although we are creatures 
intended for life, we may not be 
entirely clear about how we came 
to possess that life. 

We sense how we have been cast 
headlong into existence without 
asking for it, and we know, with 
certainty, that we did not cre-
ate ourselves or have any role in 
bringing ourselves into being. The 
fact that we were created entirely 
apart from our own will means 
that our existence has been inten-
tionally chosen by another. 

The goodness and beauty of our 
life has been independently con-
ferred on us by one who has radi-
cally willed our personal existence. 
Because that existence is good and 
beautiful, it always ought to be 
treated as such, and never directly 
violated.

The goodness and beauty of the 
human life we have received also is 
connected to the gift of our mas-
culinity or femininity. Yet, here we 
also face the temptation of Promet-
hean mastery as we imagine we 
can become the opposite sex, or 
that we needn’t be either male or 
female, but can be any of dozens of 
different “gender identities.”

We engage in the fantasy that 
our embodied nature is fluid and 
malleable, and that we can van-

quish our birth sex, remaking our-
selves through the gender bending 
powers of medicine and science. 
But, the damage that this fantasy 
can wreak in a short space of time 
– the hormones, the surgeries, the 
irreversible decisions and mutilat-
ed bodies – is not trivial. The lives 
of many thousands of individuals, 
convinced they have become mas-
ters of their own identities, already 
have been irretrievably altered or 
ruined, often with the assistance 
of other medical or political mas-
ters.

The ever-expanding powers of 
biomedicine call us to careful 
ethical reflection and discern-
ment, so we do not fall prey to the 
temptation of seeing ourselves as 
masters, rather than collaborators 
with God, our inalienable source of 
life and being.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doc-
toral work at Harvard. He is a 
priest of the diocese of Fall River, 
Mass., and serves as the director of 
education at The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. 

During this past year, I have delved into 
some kerygmatic catechesis. At least that 
has been the goal. A sharing of the faith in a 
Christ-centered way always showing the es-
sential connection between a statement of faith 
and the love of God. 

All of this was a way to help my brothers and 
sisters in Christ to grow as disciples and assist 
them in their process of continuing conversion 
to Christ. There are many ways to grow in our 

adult faith. 
Parishes offer 
multiple op-
portunities to 
grow in Christ. 
These columns 
are just a small 
seed in the vast 
offerings that 
exist.

The 1997 General Directory for Catechesis 
reminded us that, “Faith is a gift destined to 
grow in the hearts of believers. Adhering to 
Jesus Christ, in fact, sets in motion a process 
of continuing conversion, which lasts for the 
whole of life.”

What many people seem to forget is this 
“whole of life” process of growing in our rela-
tionship with Christ, continuing down the path 
of our continued conversion, is directly tied 
into our learning more about Jesus and his 
teachings. This is not just for children! In fact, 
this ongoing catechesis is primarily for adults.

The directory clearly states that the “Cat-

echesis for adults, since it deals with persons 
who are capable of an adherence that is fully 
responsible, must be considered the chief form 
of catechesis. All the other forms, which are 
indeed always necessary, are in some way ori-
ented to it.”  

Saint John Paul II in his 1979 apostolic ex-
hortation on catechesis in our time also gave 
emphasis to this point.

“I cannot fail to emphasize now one of the 
most constant concerns of the synod fathers, 
a concern imposed with vigor and urgency by 
present experiences throughout the world: I 
am referring to the central problem of the cat-
echesis of adults. This is the principal form of 
catechesis, because it is addressed to persons 
who have the greatest responsibilities and the 
capacity to live the Christian message in its 
fully developed form. The Christian commu-
nity cannot carry out a permanent catechesis 
without the direct and skilled participation of 
adults, whether as receivers or as promoters of 
catechetical activity.”

Without well-formed disciples, we will not 
have good catechists for our children and 
youth, and, we will lack good lay ministers for 
parish needs.

Our archdiocese has many opportunities for 
adult formation at the parish and archdioce-
san levels. New opportunities are constantly 
being developed both for those who wish online 
opportunities and those who wish to have the 
traditional classroom format. 

As we approach the fifth anniversary of 

Archbish-
op Coak-
ley’s first 
pastoral 
letter, 
“Go Make 
Disci-
ples,” it is 
important 
to remem-
ber that one of his goals was: “Enroll the first 
class of a Spanish language basic adult faith 
formation program among Spanish-speaking 
Catholics in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
by June 1, 2014.”

The response to this goal was overwhelming. 
The San Juan Diego School began with various 
satellite centers spread through the archdio-
cese. At the end of the first three-year cycle, 
more than 250 adults received their certificates 
at a beautiful graduation ceremony, led by the 
archbishop, at the Catholic Pastoral Center.

This August, a new three-year cycle is begin-
ning. Satellite centers for the San Juan Diego 
School will be in Clinton, Chickasha, Ponca 
City and Woodward. 

Various parishes in the metroplex also are 
preparing their local adult formation programs. 
They are united in continuing the archbishop’s 
vision of making disciples who are knowledge-
able of their faith and have the tools to contin-
ue their path of missionary discipleship.

Attention all adults continuing to grow in 
Christ – It’s back to school time!

It’s back to school time!
And I am not referring to our youth

Echoes
of 

Christ

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis 



J      uly 1 marked the end of an era for 
one Oklahoma City parish as the 
final Mass was celebrated at Immac-

ulate Conception Catholic Church. 
Father George Pupius, pastor of Immac-

ulate Conception, recently retired due to ill 
health, and with changing populations and 
surrounding industrialization, the parish 
was closed. Archbishop Coakley was the 
principal celebrant at the final Mass. He 
was joined by Father William Novak, Father 
Gerard MacAulay, Father Don Wolf and 
Deacon James Keene.

Immaculate Conception is the second old-
est Catholic parish in the area. Two years 
after the Land Run in 1889, five pioneer 
families came from Conception, Mo., to 
Oklahoma, bringing with them their Catho-
lic faith. Working together on donated land, 
the pioneers constructed a small frame 
church building. 

Immaculate Conception spent 60 years 
as a mission church. After closing tempo-
rarily during the Depression, it reopened 
after World War II, thanks to the newly 

stimulated economy and 
population growth. De-
scendants of founding 

families worked 
with new fami-
lies in the area 
to continue 
developing par-
ish facilities. 
Immaculate 

Conception 
got its 

first permanent resident pastor in 1954, 
Father A.O. Murphy.

To parishioners, Immaculate Conception 
means family life. Three generations of Sue 
Hay’s family have worshipped there. She 
says her best memories are of her grand-
children and great-grandchildren being 
baptized in the church. 

“Immaculate Conception Church has been 
a lifeline to my family and my community. 
It has been as they say a small church with 
a big heart. I am proud to say that I have 
been one of the fortunate ones to be able 
to call it my church home for more than 
63 years! A big thanks to choir director 
Ed Mitchell and pianist Pat Koelch, and of 
course, to Father Pupius for staying on with 
the church as long as he could.” 

Hay asked for prayers for parish members 
as they seek to find a new church home. 
Her son Tommy echoes the importance of 
family in the parish. 

“I will forever be grateful to Immaculate 
Conception and my mother for making me 
the Christian man that I am.” 

One of the parish pioneers, Peter Wolf, is 
the great-grandfather of Father Don Wolf, 
pastor at Saint Eugene in Oklahoma City 
and cousin of Blessed Stanley Rother. Fa-
ther Wolf was baptized there, and grew up 
in the parish. He celebrated his first Mass 
after ordination there, and many members 
of the Wolf family are buried in the Immac-
ulate Conception cemetery. 

“It was always a place marked out by 
family life. We all went to Mass there togeth-
er and none of us thought what we did was 
pious or extreme, we were all Catholic to-
gether and our lives together were the most 
obvious thing of our lives, and it included 
the church at Immaculate Conception,” 
Father Wolf said.

Deacon James Keene served three 
Masses a weekend at the parish for 

15 years. He retired with the 
closing of the parish and is 

adjusting to simply attending Mass rather 
than managing lots of details each week. 

Deacon Keene called the people of Immac-
ulate Conception a joy, faithful and gener-
ous. Although he is no longer their deacon, 
he continues to check on parishioners as 
they find new parishes within the archdio-
cese.

By all accounts, the final Mass for this 
parish family was a meaningful event. Many 
former parishioners came back to celebrate 
one last time. 

Father Wolf preached the homily, and 
choir director Ed Mitchell shared a song he 
wrote honoring the parish. Hay said it was 
“so special and so well done” that the mem-
ory is one she will cherish. 

Now that the tabernacle is empty and the 
sanctuary lamp blown out, the people of 
Immaculate Conception said they will carry 

treasured memories and their Catholic faith 
to the next chapter in their journey. 

On July 22, the Immaculate Conception 
family gathered again to honor Father Pu-
pius, who is now in hospice care. Approx-
imately 40 people gathered in his room at 
Saint Ann Nursing Home in Oklahoma City 
to celebrate his 55 years of priestly service. 

Parishioners and friends shared songs, in-
cluding hymns on the saxophone. Attendees 
also offered prayers, and stories of gratitude 
for father’s vocation and ministry. Some re-
membered him baptizing their children who 
are now adults, others mentioned him stay-
ing late after healing Masses to hear confes-
sions. The afternoon was a joyful tribute to 
Father Pupius, thanking him for his lifetime 
of spiritual leadership.

Debi Wagner is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Immaculate Conception celebrates final Mass, honors Fr. Pupius

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

The parish of Immaculate Conception, the second oldest in 
Oklahoma City, recently was merged into six neighboring 
churches. Its history is unique and colorful. Started by a 

group of German farmers from Nodaway Valley in Missouri, it was 
called Conception in honor of the Benedictine abbey of the same 
name whose influence was profound upon these settlers. In 1892, 
a small frame church was built and dedicated to the Immaculate 
Conception by Bishop Meerschaert on Dec. 8 in the middle of a 
snow storm. It was a mission of Saint Joseph’s (and later Sacred 
Heart). Dwindling attendance and the ravages of the Depression led 
to its closure in 1930. That building was sold to a Methodist con-
gregation, moved and still stands today. The Cemetery of Immacu-
late Conception continues to operate and can be seen on Meridian 
near Will Rogers Airport.

After World War II, the post war boom brought about the need to 
re-establish the parish, and Bishop McGuinness made it a mission 
of Sacred Heart in 1952 under the care of Monsignor Luecke. Two 
years later, Immaculate Conception became an independent par-
ish for the first time. Father A.O. Murphy, a Canadian from Bishop 
Kelley’s home province of Prince Edward Island, was the first pas-
tor. The school was operated by the Sisters of Mercy and Catholic 
Extension volunteers until 1968. The photo above shows the Mer-
cy Sisters on the porch of their convent (later the rectory) in the 

late 1950s. Sadly, some of the same problems that caused 
its closure in 1930 led to its demise in 2018. Population 

shifts, the decrease in parishioners, the area becoming 
more industrialized and the continual shortage of clergy 
brought about the necessity of this action. Archbishop 

Coakley celebrated the final Mass on July 1.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

By Debi Wagner 
The Sooner Catholic

Fr. Don Wolf delivers the homily during the final Mass at Immaculate Conception. Photos Chris Por-
ter/Sooner Catholic. Archbishop Coakley and Archbishop Beltran 

bless Fr. Pupius. Photo provided

Immaculate 
Conception 
parishio-
ners gather 
to honor Fr. 
Pupius on July 
22 at St. Ann 
Nursing Home 
in Oklahoma 
City. Photo 
provided.

Fr. Don Wolf, Deacon James Keene, Archbish-
op Coakley, Fr. William Novak and Fr. A. Ge-
rard MacAulay celebrate the final Mass at 
Immaculate Conception on July 1.



Father Stansberry said he has witnessed, especially 
with his work in the tribunal, the distress caused when 
marriages fail. He said there are a myriad of reasons 
marriages break apart, but most of the time it is be-
cause married couples do not have support to help 
them stay married when times become tough. 

“I think a lot of times couples forget about the good 
times and bad. The first time bad comes up it’s the 
reaction of society to call it quits. I 
don’t like that. We need programs 
where really good solid mentor 
couples can walk with other cou-
ples,” he said.

“It’s something that’s greatly 
needed because there’s just too 
much divorce, too much stress on 
marriages. Marriage is not easy. 
In fact, it’s a very difficult vocation, but it’s a beautiful 
one. Just like priests need support, married people 
need support. Most importantly, helping couples meet 
other couples and several couples meeting other cou-
ples, that in and of itself is good.”

Saint Eugene responded to the growing call for par-
ishes to offer marriage support by providing “EMBRAC-
ES” (Enriching Marriages by Remaining Active Couples 
Engage Sacramentally), a marriage enrichment pro-
gram with the “specific goal of bringing all couples to 
the fullness of the sacramental love, fully exhibited as 

Jesus loves his bride, the Church.” 
EMBRACES was created by Deacon Terry Givens and 

his wife, Susan, with the overarching theme of “Christ 
at the center.” 

“We have had a consistent turn out each month with 
newlyweds to couples married 55 years,” Givens said.

Deacon Givens said the response in his parish has 
been exceptional, strengthening not only the lives of 
married couples, but also in strengthening the church 
community. 

“It’s amazing the friendships 
we’ve seen develop from couples 
who didn’t know each other. So 
many of the young couples come 
in not really knowing anybody, and 
this is a great way for them to get 
to know people.”

Schimpf said the formation of 
relationships between married couples allows for the 
“apostolate of like to like,” an expression discussed by 
Blessed Paul VI in Humanae Vitae. He said married 
couples become “apostles and guides to other married 
couples.”

Schimpf said having joy in a marriage may sound 
simple, but is “fundamental to evangelizing to others, 
whether one is trying to bring the Good News of Chris-
tianity to one’s own children or to other people.”

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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Building on a great foundation
Real Life Disciples

Jim Beckman
Director of the 
Secretariat for 

Evangelization and 
Catechesis

Maintenance or mission? These 
are buzz words that have emerged 
in the Church in recent years. If 
you have not heard of them, they 
are referring to two mindsets that 
seem to prevail in many of our 
parishes and schools. 

Maintenance refers to a more 
narrow, inward focus where the 
primary goal is maintaining the 
current norm – keeping the car-
pets clean, making sure nothing 
gets broken, staying within the 
budget, setting up policies, etc. 
Mission mindset emphasizes 
growth, expansion, outreach and 
the central mission of the Church 
– “go and make disciples.”

A friend of mine used the well-
known movie “Shawshank Re-
demption” to help explain the 
contrast. There’s a familiar quote 
in the movie, “Get busy living or get 
busy dying.” Most pastors, most 
people who work in parishes, most 
Catholic school teachers would all 
say that they are “busy.” Very busy 
in fact. But, the question really 
needs to be, busy doing what?

While Oklahoma is experiencing 
growth, many national studies 
done in the past five to 10 years 
all have revealed the same thing: 
most parishes and schools are in 
various stages of decline. Numbers 
are going down nationally, and the 
biggest loss is with ages 18-30. 

One problem we have dealt with 
for years is losing folks to Protes-
tants and Evangelicals, but in-
creasing numbers of Catholics, par-
ticularly the young, are disengaging 
from faith practice altogether. The 
“Nones” (no religious affiliation) is 
said to be the fastest growing reli-
gion in America, growing at a rate 
of about 1 percent per year. 

If we are finding ourselves really, 

really busy, then we sure better 
make sure that what we are doing 
is actually accomplishing what we 
think it is. Are we busy living, or 
are we busy just dying?

I think most of us would reso-
nate with the concept of mission. 
I don’t think anyone in their right 
mind wants the Church to just die 
out over time. But, are we willing 
to embrace the hard things that 
we will need to shift that culture? 
The first thing we have to do is 
recognize what maintenance mind-
set actually looks like. We won’t 
be able to change it, if we can’t 
recognize it.

Here are some signs that your 
parish or school may be focused 
more on maintenance than mission:
 Teenagers can’t use an open 

room in the parish because we 
need to keep it available for out-
side groups who may want to rent 
the space;
 The pastor is afraid to make 

a decision to change anything out 
of fear of the backlash he will get 
from complaining parishioners;
 Parishioners threaten the 

pastor and/or other staff with 
withholding financial giving if they 
make any changes that they don’t 
like or agree with;
 Pastor: “I don’t let that retreat 

group meet here at the parish 
anymore.” “Why?” “Because they 
always had more people showing up 
on their retreats than they told me;”
 When new ideas emerge, 

someone always kills it with the 
line, “We don’t do that here. This 
is how we’ve always done it;”
 Or about as bad, when new 

ideas emerge they are met with, 
“Oh, we already tried that here, it 
didn’t work,” “When did you try 
it?” “Well, like 15 years ago, but 
still – it just didn’t work.”

I could go on with other exam-
ples, but you get the point. The 
common thread in all these ex-
amples is a lost sense of purpose. 
When the overall purpose, or 
mission, is no longer clear, there 
is nothing to help prioritize what 
we spend our time doing, how we 
allocate our resources, how we use 
our facilities, etc. 

In his book, “Divine Renovation,” 
Father James Mallon hits the nail 
the head, “We have forgotten who 
we are and what we are called to 
do as a Church. When this hap-
pens, we soon forget not only what 
our buildings are for, but why we 
exist as a Church to begin with.”

In the archdiocese, we are 
engaged in a process of strategic 
pastoral planning. (You can go to 
www.archokc.org/2030 for more 
information.) 

As the archbishop, key staff and 
those involved on the Strategic 
Planning Vision Team have en-
gaged this process, one reality is 
becoming more clear. With the five 
strategic priorities that have been 
identified, one seems to be emerg-
ing with a compelling force in 
terms of priority – build a culture 
of conversion and discipleship.

It’s emerging as a priority simply 
because all of the others seem to 
flow from it. More missionary dis-
ciples lead to stronger marriages, 
more missionary disciples create a 
deeper hunger for education and 
formation, and more missionary 
disciples naturally leads to stron-
ger parents and other adults who 
can mentor and help address the 
unique needs of the young. 

Even our priority of integrating 
ministry efforts for our rapidly 
growing Hispanic population and 
other cultural groups is an out-

growth of conversion and dis-
cipleship. Building a culture of 
conversion and discipleship is a 
necessary starting point.

This is at the heart of what a mis-
sion mindset is all about because 
it is getting back to the “why.” Why 
do we exist as a Church? What are 
we really here for? 

Yes, we’re here to make disci-
ples. But, I would argue that it 
goes deeper than that. Why make 
disciples? Because the world 
needs more disciples! Because 
the world is a much better place 
when there are a lot of disciples 
walking around, being disciples of 
Jesus and making more disciples. 
Authentic disciples can’t help but 
spread what they have found. 

Even more important, disciples 
go to heaven, which is the ultimate 
fulfillment of all that we desire. 
This is what a mission-minded 
Church looks like. 

This is where we are heading in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
I’m excited to be on this journey 
and to be a part of the process to 
help us get there. 

There are many, many dedicat-
ed servants who have gone before 
us – priests, catechists and teach-
ers who have labored for years to 
help the local Church be what it is 
today. It’s exciting to build on that 
great foundation and prayerfully 
discern where God is leading us 
for the future.

continued from page 3

Couples or parishes interested 
in learning more about marriage 

enrichment programs, can call the 
Office of Marriage and Family Life 

at (405) 721-5651.

 Attend Mass together 
every week. Studies show 
that weekly church atten-
dance together drastically 
lowers the incidence of 
divorce;

 Commit to family din-
ner together, if possible, 
daily, and without cell 
phones;

 Begin to pray for and 
with each other daily. 
Even the quickest, sim-
plest of prayers – said 
together – begins to work 
wonders.

For couples wanting 
to implement best 

practices right now, 
Schimpf offers the

following tips:

Most people are the product of 
the culture in which they’re raised; 
they follow in the footsteps pf 
parents and family, absorb the tra-
ditions of their community. Others 
seem to have been called to be 
something extraordinary, unusu-
al, especially gifted and uniquely 
guided. Such a person was Edith 
Stein, a woman ahead of her time 
who became a recognized scholar, 
a Jewess who became a Carmelite 
nun, and a martyr who died in 
Auschwitz.

Oklahoma author Maria Ruiz 
Scaperlanda has titled her biog-
raphy “Edith Stein: The Life and 
Legacy of St. Teresa Benedicta of 
the Cross.” A title in two pieces 
is an apt one for this saint whose 
life was put together from different 
pieces. 

The details of Stein’s early life 
are taken from her work, “Life in a 
Jewish Family,” published in 1986 
and subtitled “Her Unfinished 
Autobiographical Account.” Essays 
that she wrote as a scholar are ref-
erenced in Scaperlanda’s book as 
are Stein’s letters, many of which 
were written after she entered reli-
gious life.

Scaperlanda describes Stein as 
“a brilliant philosopher who lived 
and thrived in the intellectual 
university community of 1910s 
Germany.” Born in 1891 in Bre-

slau, in what was then Germany, 
Stein was the youngest of seven 
surviving children out of 11. 

When Edith’s father died, her 
mother took over the management 
of the family lumber business and 
was very successful, no doubt pro-
viding Edith with a role model of 
feminine strength. While the Jew-
ish family was observant, Scaper-
landa reports that Edith’s mother 
“did not exact strict observance.”

In Ch. 3, Scaperlanda provides 
“A Brief Historical Setting,” ex-
plaining the situation of Jews 
in Germany. She finishes this 
chapter noting that Hitler was 
born “only two years before Edith 
Stein.”

At one point while living with her 
sister in Hamburg during 1906-
07, Stein, at the age 15, became a 
self-professed atheist, or at least 
an agnostic. She was not being 
rebellious or defiant; she simply 
wanted to pursue truth on her 
own terms.

At the university, Stein joined 
the Prussian Society for Women’s 
Right to Vote. She studied “phi-
losophy, psychology, history and 
German philology,” Scaperlanda 
wrote.

“Her entire life was a quest of 
truth and meaning,” Scaperlanda 
explains. She eventually obtained 
a doctorate in philosophy. She was 
certainly well-read, and it was the 
autobiography of Saint Teresa of 

Avila that turned on the light of 
faith for Stein. She immediately 
began to study Catholicism and, at 
age 31, was baptized.

A great deal of Stein’s writing fo-
cuses on the role of women. Scap-
er-
landa 
quotes 
her as 
saying 
“There 
is no 
profession that cannot 
be practiced by women,” 
and yet she also believed 
that every woman is 
called to be a mother in 
some way or other. 

In 1933, the institute 
where Stein was teach-
ing told her to stop 
scheduling lectures 
and to focus instead 
on research. This was 
in response to orders by the 
German secret police, the Gesta-
po, requiring “Jewish workers in 
all professions to retire or leave,” 
Scaperlanda said. The increasingly 
hostile atmosphere caused Stein to 
search for true meaning in her life. 
She found it when she entered the 
Carmel of Mary, Queen of Peace, 
in 1933.

This was a shock to Stein’s 
family, a shock from which they 
never completely recovered. Stein 
accepted this as she accepted so 

much else in her tumultuous life, 
taking for herself the name Sister 
Teresia (for Teresa of Avila) Ben-
edicta a Cruce, Latin for “Teresa, 
Blessed by the Cross.”

Three years after entering Carm-
el, Stein’s mother died of stomach 
cancer. Edith’s sister, Rosa, even-
tually became Catholic and died 
with her at Auschwitz.

Stein transferred to a Carmel 
in Holland, hop-
ing to avoid Hit-
ler’s death decrees. 
Family members 
fled abroad. Some 
700 Dutch Catholics, 
including 300 nuns 
and priests were taken 
to Auschwitz and died 
there in 1942.

The sisters were 
taken in August and, 
while there are few 
details of her final days, 
some eyewitnesses have 

noted that “it was Edith Stein’s 
complete calm and self-possession 
that marked her out from the rest 
of the prisoners. … Edith went 
among the women like an angel, 
comforting, helping and consoling 
them.”

Edith Stein found her courage 
at the foot of the cross, and the 
pursuit of its truth was for her a 
lifelong passion. She was beatified 
in 1987 and declared a saint by 
Saint John Paul II in 1998.
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A special kind of courage   
By J.E. Helm 

The Sooner Catholic

Jobs Box
Physics teacher - OKC

Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
School in Oklahoma City is seek-
ing a certified part-time freshman 
physics teacher for the 2018-19 
school year. Fax cover letter and 
resume to (405) 631-9209 or 
e-mail tdenegri@mountstmary.org. 

Development coordinator - 
Okarche

The Center of Family Love pro-
vides residential and employment 
programs for adults with intellec-
tual disabilities by cultivating their 
interests, skills and independence 
to live creative, productive and joy-
ous lives. The development coordi-
nator will perform duties related to 
fundraising, marketing and public 
relations. They will be involved 
with stewardship activities relat-
ed to non-profit fundraising and 
relationship management, includ-
ing working with a team to create 
and implement the fundraising, 
development and communications 
strategy for the center. Send cover 
letter and resume to hr@cflinc.org. 

Coordinator of children’s 
formation - Edmond

St. Monica, Edmond, is seeking a 
full-time coordinator of children’s 
formation. Job requires oversight 
of Catechesis of the Good Shep-
herd and family-based programs. 
Candidates must be practicing 
Catholics in good standing, pas-
sionate about Jesus, the Catholic 

faith and forming disciples. Some 
evenings and weekends required. 
Bilingual (English and Spanish) re-
quired. Bachelor’s degree required; 
theology or ministry degree a plus. 
Strong skills in organization, plan-
ning and execution of events, tech-
nology and social media required. 
Previous parish-based work ex-
perience preferred. Must undergo 
safe environment background 
check. Submit resumes to Carrie 
Harkey at stmonicayg@gmail.com. 
Contact (405) 359-2700.

Director youth ministry, 
evangelization - Shawnee

St. Benedict in Shawnee is 
searching for a full-time director 
of youth ministry and evangeliza-
tion. Submit resume to Rev. Jo-
seph P. Schwarz, St. Benedict, 632 
N. Kickapoo Ave., Shawnee 74801.

Maintenance, janitor - Lawton
Blessed Sacrament, Lawton, 

is seeking a full-time mainte-
nance-janitor. Contact (580) 355-
2054 or blessedsacramentlawton@
gmail.com.

Director of youth, young 
adult evangelization

St. Francis of Assisi, OKC, is 
searching for a full-time director 
of youth and young adult evange-
lization, including direct leader-
ship of all conversion and disciple-
ship efforts for young people in the 
parish. Bachelor’s degree in the-

ology or related field from a faith-
ful college or university a must. 
Master’s degree preferred. Three to 
five years of parish-based ministry 
experience a plus. Submit resume 
and cover letter to Rev. William L. 
Novak, V.G., 1901 N.W. 18, OKC 
73106 or wnovak@archokc.org

RE director - OKC
Little Flower, OKC, is hiring 

a part-time religious education 
director. Must be bilingual. Ideal 
candidates should have experience 
as a DRE or a minimum experi-
ence as a catechist for 3-5 years in 
a Catholic church. Contact Angeli-
ca at (405) 235-2037.

RE/youth director - El Reno 
Sacred Heart, El Reno, seeks a 

religious education/youth director. 
Applicant should be person of faith 
who holds a bachelor’s degree in a 
related field, involved in youth cat-
echesis or ministry, and an active 
member their parish. Will also be 
the parish safe environment coor-
dinator. Send resumes to Christa 
Brandley, 208 S. Evans, El Reno 
73036-3636.

First-grade teacher - Lawton
St. Mary Catholic School, Law-

ton, is accepting applications for 
the 2018-2019 school year for a 
first-grade teacher. A bachelor’s 
degree in education with state 
teaching certification is required. 
Send resume, cover letter and copy 

of teaching certificate to Joanne 
Linville, P.O. Box 2546, Lawton, 
OK 73502. Teacher application at 
bit.ly/archokcteacherapplication.

Teachers - OKC
St. James Catholic School, OKC, 

is seeking a kindergarten teacher 
and a middle school science and 
religion teacher for the 2018-2019 
school year. At least a bachelor’s 
degree in education with state 
teaching certification in desired 
teaching area. Send resume, cover 
letter and copy of teaching certif-
icate to Alicia Vazquez, principal, 
St. James Catholic School, 1224 
S.W 41, OKC 73109 or avazquez@
stjames-catholic.org. Download 
teacher application packet at bit.
ly/archokcteacherapplication.

Coordinator children’s 
evangelization, discipleship 

The archdiocese is seeking a 
coordinator of children’s evan-
gelization and discipleship. The 
coordinator is responsible for 
parish catechesis and sacramen-
tal preparation, supporting parish 
catechetical programs. Should be 
Catholic in good standing, possess 
a bachelor’s degree and be able to 
travel extensively throughout the 
archdiocese. Bilingual in Span-
ish preferred. Send resume to 
nlargent@archokc.org.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.soonercatholic.org.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Cristo Rey OKC

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

“El hombre no puede vivir sin esperanza, y 
la educación es generadora de esperanza... El 
verdadero educador es como un padre o una 
madre que transmite una vida capaz de un fu-
turo”. Papa Francisco, dirigiéndose a la sesión 
plenaria de la Congregación para la Educación 
Católica en 2017.

La Iglesia Católica valora la educación como 
uno de los pilares fundamentales para alca-
nzar nuestro potencial dado por Dios y crear 
una sociedad más justa y humana en la que se 
reconozca el valor de cada persona. Tal edu-
cación incluye dar testimonio de la verdad del 
Evangelio y la formación de un carácter virtu-
oso.

La formación en la fe junto con la lectura, 
escritura, ciencias y matemáticas, y la apre-
ciación de la historia, cultura y las artes con-
tribuyen al crecimiento y el bienestar intelectu-
al y emocional de los alumnos. Inculcan, como 
dijo el Papa Francisco, “una vida capaz de un 
futuro” y la capacidad de navegar las deman-
das espirituales, prácticas y económicas del 
mundo.

Una educación integral es un ingrediente 
clave para convertirse en las personas que Dios 
a creado.

Por estas razones, la Iglesia ha patrocinado 
durante mucho tiempo a las escuelas católicas 
que apoyan la formación espiritual y el apren-
dizaje académico. En muchos países, las insti-
tuciones administradas por la Iglesia, históri-
camente sirvieron como 
las primeras “escuelas 
públicas” y funcionaron 
como algunas de las 
únicas salidas para per-
sonas que no eran ricas, 
para aprender y mejorar 
por sí mismas.

La Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City tiene 22 
escuelas católicas, que 
continúan esta tradición 
sobresaliente de alcance 
y educación a comu-
nidades desatendidas. 
Estoy orgulloso de haber 
agregado otra escuela de 
calidad este año.

Este otoño, la tercera 
escuela secundaria católica en la arquidióce-
sis, Cristo Rey Oklahoma City Catholic High 
School, abrirá con su primera clase de primer 
año de escuela superior. Cristo Rey OKC lleva 
años construyéndose, con el apoyo activo de la 

arquidiócesis y de las comunidades empresari-
ales y filantrópicas.

En primer lugar, Cristo Rey OKC es una 
escuela católica que enfatiza el crecimiento es-
piritual, la excelencia académica y el servicio a 
la comunidad. Los estudiantes asistirán a Misa 
una vez a la semana y serán atendidos por un 
capellán y por un ministro escolar de tiempo 
completo.

Ofrecerá un programa académico riguroso 
con una actitud “sin excusas” hacia el apren-
dizaje. Se espera que todos los estudiantes 
tengan éxito y continúen su educación univer-
sitaria.

La escuela ha creado un impresionante pro-

grama 
de at-
letismo 
básico 
como 
campos 

y canchas de baloncesto, así como el deporte 
de remo, golf y tenis. Cada deporte será en-
trenado con énfasis en la construcción del 
carácter y el fortalecimiento de los valores.

Como parte de la red nacional de escuelas 

Cristo Rey, Cristo 
Rey OKC utiliza 
un modelo úni-
co de trabajo y 
estudio, donde 
los estudiantes 
trabajan un día 
a la semana con 
un socio corpo-
rativo en el área 
de Oklahoma City. La cancillería y Caridades 
Católicas participarán en el programa de traba-
jo y estudio.

Además de la valiosa experiencia empresarial 
y de redes que proporciona el modelo de tra-

bajo y estudio, las empresas 
compensan a los estudiantes 
pagando la mayor parte de su 
matrícula. Esa contribución, 
combinada con donaciones 
de muchas personas gener-
osas, permite a Cristo Rey 
colocar la matrícula y los cos-
tos en una escala movible. El 
formato hace que la escuela 
sea asequible para familias 
de bajos ingresos y de in-
gresos modestos.

Cristo Rey OKC, como 
todas las escuelas católicas 
de Oklahoma, representa 
una gran tradición dentro de 
nuestra Iglesia, que da frutos 
al mejorar vidas y cambiar 
nuestras comunidades para 
bien. La escuela brindará la 
oportunidad de ayudar a los 
hombres y mujeres jóvenes a 
profundizar su fe, alterar la 
trayectoria económica de sus 
vidas y encaminarlos hacia la 
felicidad y el éxito. Ayudará a 
fortalecer su carácter y abrirá 

las puertas al conocimiento y a una vida llena 
de oportunidades. Este es el poder de una edu-
cación católica.

Al comenzar otro año escolar, por favor, 
únanse a mí para orar por los estudiantes, 
maestros, personal y padres de todo el mundo. 
Que podamos reconocer que nuestras vidas 
y nuestro trabajo dependen totalmente de la 
misericordia y la providencia de Dios. Compro-
metámonos a ser buenos administradores de 
los dones que nos ha confiado.

Arzobispo Coakley dialoga 
con estudiantes durante la 
Primera Misa y bendición 
celebradas el 27 de julio 
en la Escuela Secundar-
ia Católica Cristo Rey en 
Oklahoma City. Fotos Chris 
Porter/Sooner Catholic. 

Retiro del Viñedo de Raquel en Español
El Viñedo de Raquel es una oportuni-

dad extraordinaria para cualquier persona 
(hombres, mujeres, familiares o amistades) 
que lucha con dolor emocional y espiritual 
del aborto. Nov. 2-4. El retiro del Viñedo 
de Raquel es un retiro de fin de semana 
y es un proceso único y efectivo diseñado 
específicamente para ayudarle a sentir la 
misericordia y compasión de Dios.  Este 
proceso es una magnifica oportunidad para 
ayudarles a los que luchan con perdonarse 
a sí mismos o a otros.  ¡El fin de semana 
ayudará que su alma encuentre una voz, y 
transforme el dolor del pasado en esperan-
za!  Para más información comuníquese con 
la Oficina de Ministerio Matrimonial y Vida 
Familiar al (405) 709-2708 o mande un 
mensaje a aromero@archokc.org. No habrá 
costo para asistir a este retiro pero su pre-
inscripción es requerida. Todas las consul-
tas son estrictamente confidenciales.a

El padre Robert Heinz 
de la iglesia St. Norbert 
en Northbrook, Ill., es-
cucha a un hombre que 
ahora vive en un refu-
gio para inmigrantes en 
Reynosa, México dirigi-
do por las Hijas de la 
Caridad de San Vicente 
de Paúl. El padre Heinz 
visitó el refugio como 
parte de una experien-
cia de inmersión del 11 
al 13 de julio con Cath-
olic Extension. Foto 
CNS-Catholic Extension.

Durante este último año, he profundizado en 
una catequesis kerygmática. Al menos ese ha 
sido el objetivo. Un compartir de la fe de una 
manera centrada en Cristo, mostrando siempre 
la conexión esencial entre una declaración de 
fe y el amor de Dios.

Todo esto fue una manera de ayudar a mis 
hermanos y hermanas en Cristo a crecer como 

discípulos y 
ayudarlos en 
su proceso de 
conversión 
continua a 
Cristo. Hay 
muchas 
maneras de 
crecer en 
nuestra fe 
adulta. Las 
parroquias 

ofrecen múltiples oportunidades para crecer en 
Cristo. Estas columnas son solo una pequeña 
semilla en la vasta ofrenda de oportunidades 
que existen.

El Directorio General para la Catequesis del 
1997 nos recordó que, “La fe es un don desti-
nado a crecer en el corazón de los creyentes. 
La adhesión a Jesucristo, en efecto, da origen a 
un proceso de conversión permanente que dura 
toda la vida.”

Lo que mucha gente parece olvidar es que 
este proceso de “toda la vida”, vidas creciendo 
en la relación con Cristo, vidas continuan-
do su caminar por el camino de la continua 
conversión, está directamente relacionado 
con nuestro aprendizaje sobre Jesús y sus 
enseñanzas. ¡Esto no es solo para niños! De 

hecho, esta catequesis es principalmente para 
adultos.

El directorio indica claramente que la “La 
catequesis de adultos, al ir dirigida a personas 
capaces de una adhesión plenamente respons-
able, debe ser considerada como la forma prin-
cipal de catequesis, a la que todas las demás, 
siempre ciertamente necesarias, de alguna 
manera se ordenan.”

San Juan Pablo II en su exhortación apos-
tólica de 1979 sobre la catequesis en nuestro 
tiempo también dio énfasis a este punto.

“No puedo menos de poner de relieve ahora 
una de las preocupaciones más constantes de 
los Padres del Sínodo, impuesta con vigor y 
con urgencia por las experiencias que se están 
dando en el mundo entero: se trata del proble-
ma central de la catequesis de los adultos. Esta 
es la forma principal de la catequesis porque 
está dirigida a las personas que tienen las may-
ores responsabilidades y la capacidad de vivir 
el mensaje cristiano bajo su forma plenamente 
desarrollada. La comunidad cristiana no podría 
hacer una catequesis permanente sin la partic-
ipación directa y experimentada de los adultos, 
bien sean ellos destinatarios o promotores de la 
actividad catequética.”

Sin discípulos bien formados, no tendremos 
buenos catequistas para nuestros niños y 
jóvenes, y nos faltarán buenos ministros laicos 
para las necesidades de la parroquia.

Nuestra arquidiócesis tiene muchas opor-
tunidades para la formación de adultos a nivel 
parroquial y arquidiocesano. Nuevas oportuni-
dades se desarrollan constantemente tanto 
para aquellos que desean oportunidades en 
línea como para quienes desean tener el forma-

to de aula 
tradicio-
nal.

Al acer-
carnos 
al quinto 
aniversa-
rio de la 
primera 
carta pas-
toral del Arzobispo Coakley, “Vayan y Hagan 
Discípulos”, es importante recordar que uno 
de sus objetivos fue: “Inscribir participantes en 
el primer curso de un programa de formación 
básica en la fe para adultos en español en la 
Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City para el 1 de 
junio de 2014.”

La respuesta a este objetivo fue abrumadora. 
La Escuela San Juan Diego comenzó con varios 
centros satélites repartidos por la arquidiócesis. 
Al final del primer ciclo de tres años, más de 
250 adultos recibieron sus certificados en una 
hermosa ceremonia de graduación, dirigida por 
el arzobispo, en el Centro Pastoral Católico.

Este agosto, un nuevo ciclo de tres años está 
comenzando. Los centros satélites de la Escue-
la San Juan Diego estarán en Clinton, Chicka-
sha, Ponca City y Woodward.

Varias parroquias en el metroplex también 
están preparando sus programas locales de for-
mación de adultos. Están unidos en continuar 
la visión del arzobispo de hacer discípulos que 
conocen su fe y tienen las herramientas para 
continuar su camino de discipulado misionero.

Atención a todos los adultos que continúan 
creciendo en Cristo - ¡Es hora de regresar a la 
escuela!
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¡Es hora de regresar a la escuela!
Y no me refiero a la los jóvenes

Ecos
de 

CristO

No Es Demasiado Tarde Para  Hacer Tu Regalo

Guatemala y Ministerio 
Hispano Local

Matrimonio y 
Vida Familiar

Formación y 
Apoyo del Clero

Vocaciones y 
seminaristas

Jóvenes, Ministerio 
de Jóvenes Adultos y 
Pastoral Universitaria

Evangelización 
de los Niños y 

Escuelas Católicas

Instituto Beato Stanley 
Rother para el Desarrollo 

del Liderazgo

Hacer discípulos es la misión de la Iglesia, y el desarrollo de una cultura de evangelización y discipulado en cada 
parroquia y escuela es nuestro enfoque principal.

Tarjeta de crédito: Visite archokc.org/appeal para 
confi gurar pagos directos de su tarjeta de crédito. 

Teléfono: Llame a la Ofi cina de Administración y 
Desarrollo al 405-709-2745 para hacer una donación 
por teléfono.

Donaciones por cheque: Los cheques deben hacerse 
a nombre de “Annual Catholic Appeal.” Asegúrese de 
que el nombre de su parroquia esté claramente escrito 
en la linea de memo en el cheque. Enviar a: Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, Annual Catholic Appeal, P.O. Box 
32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123

Maneras de hacer su donación...

Por favor visite 
archokc.org/appeal 
para hacer su donación 
en línea

¡Necesitamos su ayuda! En julio: 3.250.000$ alcanzado | Objetivo mínimo de la Campaña Anual Católica 2018: 3.600.000$

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariado de 
Evangelización y 

Catequesis
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Briefs

Nothing is more satisfying to 
me than planting, watering and 
weeding until I can pick a ripe, 
red tomato, cut a rose for a vase 
or just walk barefoot through 
a lush carpet of grass. That’s 
what I love about summer; I do 
the work and I get a tangible 
reward.

Jesus frequently taught in 
parables about planting. Mark’s 
Gospel caught my attention in 
June: “This is how it is with the 
kingdom of God; it is as if a man 
were to scatter seed on the land 
and would sleep and rise night 
and day and the seed would 
sprout and grow, he knows not 
how. (Mk 4:26,27).

What was puzzling to me 
was that Jesus thought it was 
important to mention that the 
sower did not know how the 
growth from seed to plant to 
yield took place. My reaction 
was, of course, Jesus’ followers 
knew how the scattered seeds 
grew; they lived in an agrarian 
society. If they were not farm-
ers, they were tending flocks 
of sheep and goats that ate the 
plants. What was Jesus talking 
about?

My parish priest provided 
some insight. He reminded us 
that God asks us to plant seeds 
of faith in our fellow human be-
ings that can blossom into sal-
vation for them. He reminded us 
that it was our job to scatter the 
seeds, and God would take care 
of saving the souls. Salvation 
history details God’s desire and 
plan to unite us to himself. His 
plan has been made perfect in 
the sacrifice of His son, Jesus. 
None of us can top that.

So, why do I try to step in and 
micromanage God’s work? God 

only asks us to scatter the seed. 
Then, we need to step out of the 
way and allow God’s surpassing 
understanding and mercy to go 
to work. “We know not how.”

I am chuckling because God 
has this magnificent plan, and 
He is thoughtful enough to let 
me participate. I can get so full 
of myself, however, that I try to 
take charge without fully under-
standing the scope of the plan, 
and often before I even have 
completed the part God has in 
mind for me!

Catholic radio is a tremen-
dous tool to help us scatter our 
seeds, but first, we must turn it 
on. Just as we set aside time for 
prayer or reading, we also can 
tune-in to specific Catholic radio 
programs that teach us how to 
share our faith. 

A solid choice might be “Good 
News Sunday,” in which Deacon 
Larry Sousa and Fred Pope read 
the Sunday Scriptures with 
reflection and meditation that 
prepares us for the Sunday lit-
urgy. “Good News Sunday” airs 
at 3:30 p.m. on Thursdays and 
Fridays after the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet. The program is repeat-
ed on Fridays at 7 p.m.

Intentional listening to specif-
ic programs will help you grow 
and share your faith. You won’t 
be focused on a preconceived 
outcome and lose sight of your 
role. 

God will use the programs you 
choose to give you direction in 
planting your seeds, and you 
won’t be distracted, wondering if 
God is on the job. You may not 
know the results of your partici-
pation, but you can be assured, 
“The one who supplies seed to 
the sower and bread for food 
will supply and multiply your 
seed and increase the harvest 
of your righteousness (2 Cor. 
9:10).”

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Come and See weekend
The Benedictine Monks of St. 

Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee have 
been seeking God in prayer and 
work, and lived in a stable commu-
nity, since 1876. Is this the life to 
which God is calling you? Visit the 
abbey Aug. 10-12 for a Come and 
See weekend. Contact Fr. Boniface 
at vocations@monksOK.org.

RCIA - Edmond
A general information session 

about the Catholic faith will be 
3:30 p.m. – 5 p.m. Aug. 12 at St. 
John, 900 S. Littler Ave., Edmond. 
No cost, no obligation, childcare 
available. Regular classes begin 7 
p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Aug. 28. Contact, 
StJohntheBaptistRCIA@gmail.com, 
(405) 340-0691, Ext. 340; www.
stjohn-catholic.org.

RCIA - OKC
An evening of inquiry to learn 

more about Catholicism will be 
6:30 p.m.–7:30 p.m. at Christ the 
King, 8005 Dorset Drive, OKC, on 
Aug. 14. No cost, no obligation. 
Contact, Jenni (405) 843-4766.

FOCCUS training
The FOCCUS Pre-Marriage 

Inventory is a comprehensive, 
user-friendly tool for clergy, lay 
couples or professionals who help 
prepare couples for marriage. It is 
designed to help engaged couples 
appreciate their unique relation-
ship, learn more about themselves 
and discuss topics important to 
their lifelong marriage by Facilitat-
ing Open Couple Communication 
Understanding and Study. The 
next FOCCUS training will be 
8 a.m. Aug. 18 at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway. Cost for manual is 
$50. Register at www.foccusinc.
com. Contact Susan Givens at 
(405) 657-2211 or the Office of 
Marriage and Family Life Ministry 
at (405) 721-8944. 

St. Joseph’s Orphanage reunion 
The sixth annual reunion of for-

mer residents and staff members 
of St. Joseph’s Orphanage in Beth-
any and St. Joseph’s Children’s 
Home in OKC will be 11 a.m. – 2 
p.m. Aug. 18 at Trinity Gardens, 
Garvey Room, 3825 N.W. 19, OKC. 
All former residents, staff, their 
families and friends are invited. 
Bring old photos and memories to 
share. Lunch at Noon. Admission 
is free, but to ensure enough food 
for all, please RSVP by Aug. 13 to 
Jane Moon at jmoon@ccaokc.org 
or (405) 526-2308.

Bishop McGuinness alumni 
trivia night

The 12th annual trivia night is 
Aug. 25 in the Bishop McGuinness 
commons. Registration 5:30 p.m., 
dinner 6 p.m., questions begin 7 
p.m. Individual tickets $25, $250 
for table of 10. Dinner included; 
cash bar available. VIP tables 
$350. To reserve a VIP table, con-
tact Carly Tribbey at bmchstriv-

ia@gmail.com or (405) 761-0997. 
Open to the public. Guests must 
be 21 or older to attend. Register 
at www.bmchs.org or contact Carly 
Tribbey at bmchstrivia@gmail.com. 

Retreat in Daily Life 
To learn how to pray in-the-

midst of daily life and to live more 
mindful of God’s love, care and 
guidance, consider the Retreat in 
Daily Life. Call with questions or to 
register July 1 – Aug. 31:  Nancy 
Vargas at (405) 760-4640 or Dan-
na Schweitzer at (405) 263-4472. 
The Retreat in Daily Life is a min-
istry of the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City. Visit ridlarchokc.org.

Retrouvaille 
Retrouvaille helps spouses un-

cover or re-awaken the love, trust 
and commitment that originally 
brought them together. The pro-
gram is highly successful in saving 
hurting marriages, even bringing 
reconciliation to couples who have 
already separated or divorced. The 
next weekend program is Sept. 7-9 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Expressway. To 
register, call (405) 443-3541 or 
visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com.   

Surviving Divorce 
The Surviving Divorce program 

offers hope, healing and commu-
nity to those who have experi-
enced the pain and loneliness of 
a broken marriage. This 14-week 
program is for the newly separated 
and divorced and those still strug-
gling with issues many years later. 
It will help them answer their 
questions, restore hope and begin 
authentic healing. Classes begin 
Sept.10 and will meet 7 p.m. – 9 
p.m. each Monday at St. John, 900 
S. Littler Ave., Edmond. Contact 
Jason Zimdars at (405) 474-7639 
or survivingdivorce@icloud.com.

A Mass of Remembrance
In memory of those lost to sui-

cide. Those who have experienced 
the loss of someone to suicide are 
invited to celebrate their loved 
one’s at a Mass of Remembrance 
at 6:30 p.m. Sept. 14 at St. Fran-
cis of Assisi, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC. 
Contact (405) 528-0485.

Shawnee retreat trip
Depart from St. John, Edmond, 
at 8 a.m. Sept. 15, to St. Grego-
ry’s Abbey, Shawnee, for a Day of 
Reflection. After 9 a.m. Mass, Br. 
Damien Whalen, O.S.B., present 
“Made in God’s Image: Called to 
Union with God.” Attend midday 
prayer prior to lunch. Another ses-
sion follows lunch with Eucharistic 
Adoration, then guided tour of the 
Mabee-Gerrer Museum. Dinner 
follows at the Benedict Street Mar-
ket. Return to Edmond at around 
7:30 p.m. Cost $100/pp. Call (405) 
340-0691, Ext. 109. 

To see more briefs, go online to 
www.soonercatholic.org.

Welcome Mass, luncheon
The St. Thomas More University Parish, 100 E. Stinson in Nor-

man, will have a welcome Mass and luncheon for college students 
and parents at Noon Aug. 17. On Aug. 19, there will be a parish 
picnic following 11 a.m. Mass. Regular activities include, Sunday 
Supper for students following 5 p.m. Mass; College Night at 7 p.m. 
every Wednesday with food and fellowship, followed by 9 p.m. 
candlelit Mass; adoration 9 a.m. M-F, and 7:30 p.m. on Thursday. 
Annual activities such as camping trips, cookouts, retreats and 
holiday parties. Visit students.stm-ou.org and follow @OUCatholic 
on Facebook, Snapchat and Instagram.
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St. Francis of Assisi Secu-
lar Franciscan Fraternity 
of Greater OKC meeting, 2 
p.m. - 4 p.m., at St. Anthony 
Hospital, 1000 N. Lee, OKC 
(Information at front desk). 
Contact (316) 558-0422, bill-
full@cox.net.

Meeting of the Third Order 
(Lay) Dominicans, 3 p.m. - 5 
p.m., at St. Philip Neri, Mid-
west City, for any Catholic 
layperson drawn to religious 
life. Call (405) 313-6611, 
(405) 414-9407.
 
Pray the Rosary for Life at 
6:30 p.m. the abortion cen-
ter, 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
man. Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com.

Feast of the Transfiguration.

Feast of St. Cajetan.

Feast of St. Sixtus II and 
Companions, Martyrs.

Archbishop’s Dinner, 6 p.m. 
– 8 p.m., Oklahoma City Golf 
and Country Club, 7000 N.W. 
Grand Blvd., Nichols Hills. 
Contact the Catholic Founda-
tion of Oklahoma, (405) 709-
2745, cfook.org/dinner.

Feast of St. Dominic.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
No. 168 will meet at 7 p.m., 
Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
City. Contact (405) 739-0036, 
OklaPost168@cox.net.

Feast of St. Teresa Benedicta 
of the Cross.

St. Ann’s Ministry for preg-
nancy and infant loss, 6:30 
p.m. - 8 p.m., St. John Ra-
phael House, Edmond. Con-
tact (405) 340-0691, Ext. 197, 
parishnurse@stjohn-catholic.
org.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
toral Center. Contact Elaine, 
(405) 358-3610, ccrprayers@
gmail.com.

Feast of St. Lawrence.

Feast of St. Clare.

The Red Plains Benedictine 
Oblates of Mt. St. Scholastica, 
Noon - 2:30 p.m., Rm. A/B, 
St. Charles Borromeo, 5024 N. 
Grove Ave. Contact (405) 635-
5665, jmmartinosb@yahoo.
com.

Feast of Sts. Pontian and Hip-
polytus.

Feast of St. Maximilian Kolbe. 

Catholic War Veterans (of any 
war/conflict) meeting, 7 p.m., 
St. Ann Retirement Center 
community room. Contact Fr. 
M. Price Oswalt, (405) 567-
3404.

Solemnity of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Feast of St. Stephen of Hun-
gary.

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
During the nine days, the 
novena prayers will be: Mon-
day-Friday following Noon 
Mass, Saturday following 5 
p.m. Mass, and Sunday fol-
lowing 11 a.m. Mass.

The Lay Missionaries of 
Charity, the Secular (Lay) 
Order of St. Teresa of Cal-

cutta, meeting at St. Ann 
Nursing Home, OKC. Mass at 
9:30 a.m.; meeting following. 
Contact Karen Banks, (405) 
396-9086 or Toni Harrelson, 
(405) 341-2199.

The Oklahoma City Com-
munity of Secular Carmel-
ites meets monthly at Little 
Flower, OKC. Anyone inter-
ested in deepening prayer life 
with community support call 
Vicky Caudell, (405) 637-
4611, or William Ginn, (405) 
737-2024.
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Come and learn more about Catholicism at an

EVENING OF INQUIRY
INTO THE CATHOLIC FAITH

on

Tuesday, Aug. 14th from 6:30-7:30 pm
at

Christ the King Catholic Church
8005 Dorset Drive

(1 block north of Wilshire, between Penn & May)

Questions? Call Jenni at (405) 843-4766

Ever ask yourself,
“Why do Catholics do that?”
Are you or someone you know...

...engaged or married to a Catholic?
...looking for a deeper relationship with God?

...curious about the Catholic Church?
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It’s Not Too Late To Make Your Gift!

Please visit 
archokc.org/appeal 
to make your 
online gift

We need your help! As of July: $3,250,000 reached | 2018 Annual Catholic Appeal Minimum Goal: $3,600,000

Making disciples is the mission of the Church, and our primary focus is developing a culture of evangelization and 
discipleship in every parish and school.

Completing Pledge Form Below: Please visit archokc.org/appeal OR 
complete the pledge form below. 

Credit Card: Please visit archokc.org/appeal OR use the pledge card 
to set up direct payments from your credit card. 

Telephone: Please call the Offi ce of Stewardship and Development 
at 405-709-2745 to make a gift over the phone. 

Gifts by Check: Checks should be made payable to the “Annual 
Catholic Appeal.” Please make sure your parish name is clearly
printed on the memo line of the check. 

Ways to make your gift… 

Guatemala and Local 
Hispanic Ministry

Marriage and 
Family Life 

Clergy Formation 
and Support

Vocations and 
Seminarians

Youth, Young Adult 
and Campus Ministry

Children’s 
Evangelization and 
Catholic Schools

Blessed Stanley Rother 
Institute for Leadership 

Development

My Pledge:

  $300       $250        $100       $75       $25        Other $______________

Please accept my pledge to help fund ministries in the 2018 
Annual Catholic Appeal throughout central and western Oklahoma.

 Enclosed is my check payable to: Annual Catholic Appeal

Please return this form, or: 
• Pledge Online: archokc.org/appeal 
• Pledge by Phone: 405-709-2745

Name: ____________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________ State: ______  Zip: _____________

Phone: ____________________________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________

Parish: ____________________________________________________________

Please complete and cut out this form, place it in an envelope with your pledge, 
affix first-class postage, and mail it to: Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, Annual 
Catholic Appeal, P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123

  Please charge my credit card $_____________  for _______  months until my 

pledge of $_____________ is paid in full.

 Mastercard         Visa         AmEx        Discover      

Account #________________________________________________________________    

3-4 Digit Sec. Code:  __  __  __  __     Exp.  __  __ / __  __          

I understand that my credit card will be charged on the 10th of each month.

Signature ________________________________________ Date ___________________

P.O. Box 32180 | Oklahoma City, OK 73123 | 405-709-2745


