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Oklahoma Catholics celebrate first feast day for  
Blessed Stanley Rother 

OKLAHOMA CITY – Catholics across Oklahoma, Arkansas and Guatemala will celebrate on 
Saturday the first feast day for Blessed Stanley Rother (ROW-THER), a priest from Okarche 
who was killed while serving as a missionary in Guatemala.  

In September, Blessed Stanley became the first U.S.-born priest and first U.S. martyr to be 
beatified during a Beatification Mass in downtown Oklahoma City. His feast day will be 
celebrated each year on the day of his death, July 28. 

A feast day is a day designated by the Catholic Church to honor saints and blesseds. The Church 
assigns one date out of the year for each saint, usually on the date of death. The saints are 
remembered on their feast days with special mention, prayers and sometimes with special 
scripture readings. 

The Most Rev. Paul S. Coakley, Archbishop of Oklahoma City, has provided readings for 
parishes to use to honor Blessed Stanley’s martyrdom and life of holiness. Archbishop Coakley 
and other priests in the archdiocese will celebrate Mass for the feast day on Saturday at Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church in Okarche. 

Beginning this year, his feast day will be celebrated throughout the Oklahoma City Province, 
which includes the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, the Diocese of Tulsa and the Diocese of Little 
Rock. The Diocese of Sololá in Guatemala also received permission to celebrate the feast day. 
Eventually, other dioceses in the United States and elsewhere may celebrate the day. 
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“He is a model of priestly holiness and fidelity. He came from an ordinary home and a small 
town, growing up on a farm where he learned to work hard. He knew the importance of family 
and community,” Archbishop Coakley said.  

“He placed all his natural gifts and talents at the service of his priestly ministry and missionary 
endeavors. With so many challenges facing our priests today, here is a priest we can embrace and 
celebrate – the shepherd who didn’t run.” 

Blessed Stanley was ordained a priest in 1963 for the then-Diocese of Oklahoma City and Tulsa, 
serving in various parishes throughout the state. Five years later, he volunteered to serve as a 
missionary priest at the Oklahoma mission in Santiago Atitlan, Guatemala.  

He served at Saint James the Apostle Catholic Church in Guatemala for 13 years, helping 
farmers develop new techniques, establishing a co-op, helping create a school, a clinic and a 
radio station, and translating the New Testament into the villagers’ native Mayan language. 

By late 1980, the violent civil war in Guatemala had reached the highlands and eventually 
Santiago Atitlan. Blessed Stanley’s parishioners began to disappear, leaving him to claim their 
tortured bodies days later. As punishment for helping to educate and build the faith of the poor, 
Blessed Stanley’s name appeared on a death list.  

He returned to Oklahoma one last time for the ordination of his cousin, Father Don Wolf, who is 
now pastor of Saint Eugene Catholic Church in Oklahoma City. He returned to Santiago Atitlan, 
saying “a shepherd cannot run at the first sign of danger.” 

In the early morning hours of July 28, 1981, three masked men entered the rectory and shot and 
killed Blessed Stanley. His blood still stains the walls of the room.  

Blessed Stanley’s body was returned to Oklahoma and is buried in a crypt in Oklahoma City. His 
heart remained in Guatemala and is enshrined at Saint James. Eventually, Blessed Stanley will be 
buried at a new shrine and 2000-seat church being built at S.E. 89 and Interstate 35 in Oklahoma 
City. 

To learn more about Blessed Stanley and the upcoming shrine, go online to 
blessedstanleyrother.org. 

Blessed Stanley Rother Photos - https://www.dropbox.com/sh/shk6deeryct695x/
AADjhwa4FvqmCu6yWrn7ixE4a?dl=0 
Beatification Images - https://www.dropbox.com/sh/gn2904wbzcvvd96/
AABAHUTYWG8DbSLiixmpmLYYa?dl=0 
Feast Day Video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ah6KLNEta3U 
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