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Go Make Disciples

Sharing one common faith

Traveling for months through Central Amer-
ica, Mexico and into the United States, thou-
sands of children and teenagers pushed ahead 
for the better life they thought God’s plan 
included for them. Without the counsel of 
their parents or parish priest, they grew weary 
that their journey would ever bring them to 
safety. For approximately 1,200 of these un-
documented minors, their trek took them to 
Fort Sill, an army post in Lawton, where they 
would be welcomed by an almost forgotten 
comfort in their lives – the Catholic Mass.

 “It does not matter where I go now or how 
much time goes by before I see my family 
again, I am never going to forget how welcom-
ing the Catholic Church was to me here,” one 
young immigrant said. 

The very fi rst request received by Catholic 
Charities of Oklahoma City from the govern-
ment organizers at the Fort Sill facility was to 
send Catholic priests to minister to the Ro-
man Catholic minors. Answering their voca-
tional call to spread the good news of God’s 
love, four priests traveled to the army post 
each Sunday.

 Father Philip Seeton, pastor of Holy Fami-
ly Catholic Church in Lawton, was contacted 
by the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City to say 
Mass due to his proximity to Fort Sill. Later 
he was joined by Fathers Nerio Espinoza, Mi-
chael Chapman and Thomas McSherry. Other 
priests volunteered, but the shelter closed 
before their services were needed.

 “When we arrived at the fi rst Mass, the chil-
dren were very welcoming and clapped when 
we walked in,” Father Seeton said. “We, in the 
United States, sometime take going to Mass 
for granted but these kids were very sincere in 
their worship and were very happy to have the 
Mass available.”

 The initial Sunday Mass in mid-June was 
forced outside due to the 900 children in 
attendance. Popular, upbeat songs were se-
lected to help keep the children’s spirits up. 
Throughout each Mass, the priests and volun-
teers noticed in each child’s face the tension 

of their journey being replaced by joy. 
 Alicia Brierton, a music minister from 

Blessed Sacrament parish in Lawton, was 
teamed up with Father Espinoza, an archdioc-
esan priest originally from Venezuela.

 “Father Espinoza was truly in his element 
and just dynamic in speaking with the chil-
dren,” Brierton said. “He made them feel that 
despite what they were going through, the 
presence of God was always with them. He 
talked to them about keeping the faith and 
being hopeful.”

 Sharing one common faith, each Sunday 
the priests returned to conduct Mass and lis-
ten to confessions. At subsequent Masses, the 
children were separated by gender and two 
masses went on simultaneously. Close to 600 
children attended each week until the num-
bers dwindled due to the immigrants moving 
on to relatives’ homes or sponsor families. 
After each Mass, the priests visited with kids 

who were ill and brought them communion. 
Their time to interact with the immigrants was 
very limited, but impactful.

 “Some of them talked about how diffi cult 
their journey was and how people helped them 
along the way,” Father Seeton said. “They also 
noted that they were sad because they were 
separated in various shelters across the Unit-
ed States from their traveling companions.”

 During the week, volunteers overheard the 
teens saying the best part of their week was 
when they attended Mass. 

“These were kids who were in great need 
and had received an oasis in their journey for 
a short time,” Father Chapman said. “They 
were in amazement that God had guided them 
here, and they were looking forward to their 
next step.”

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic. 

Oklahoma priests provide Mass, comfort for immigrant children
By Sarah Cooper

For the Sooner Catholic

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
In this issue of the Sooner Catholic, you will 

read about our annual Catholic Charities ap-
peal that enables us to extend the compassion-
ate love of Christ to so many suffering members 
of our community.  

Whether we’re supporting homeless women at 
our Sanctuary locations, assisting with recov-
ery from wildfi res or serving more than 600 
unaccompanied immigrant children, Catholic 
Charities provides hope and support to every 
man, woman and child who comes to us in time 
of need. 

Catholic Charities was the only non-profi t in 
the state given access to the unaccompanied 
immigrant children recently housed at Fort Sill, 
where our legal services team met with children 
to gather each unique story and to assist them 
in attaining proper legal status. We were privi-

leged to have this opportunity.
Catholic Charities gives outward expression to 

the Church’s concern and commitment to serve 
those on the peripheries of society, the least 
of our brothers and sisters. We do this in the 
name of Christ and motivated by faith. We are 
not merely a social service agency because our 
manner of serving is also a way of witnessing to 
God’s merciful love revealed in Jesus Christ. 

I am very proud of the excellent reputation 
that Catholic Charities enjoys within our com-
munity. Thank you for your generous response 
to this annual appeal.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Paul S. Coakley
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

 Message from Archbishop Coakley

Two young girls in a holding area where hundreds of mostly Central American immigrant children are being processed and held 
at the U.S. Customs and Border Protection Nogales Placement Center in Nogales, Ariz., June 18. (CNS photo/Ross D. Franklin, 
pool via Reuters)
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

 In our “News” section, 
Catholic schools determine 
how to take part in the pop-
ular fundraising effort, the 
ALS Ice Bucket Challenge. 
Did someone at your parish 
or school take part? Send 
us the photos at 
tips@archokc.org.

Watch a great video 
promoting the Region 10 
Catholic Youth Conference 
in Oklahoma City. You can 
fi nd it on the Youth and 
Young Adult page at 
www.archokc.org.

Check our “Jobs Box” for 
employment opportunities 
at local schools, churches 
and other Catholic associa-
tions.

Check our online “Briefs” 
section for more informa-
tion on upcoming events, 
including the Red Mass 
for judges, attorneys and 
government offi cials, and 
the next 40 Days for Life, 
beginning in September.

Correction
In the last edition, Dr. An-
drea Ambrosi was incorrect-
ly identifi ed as “Father” in 
the story on Father Rother’s 
positio. 

Plus, don’t miss daily 
updates on Facebook and 

Twitter!

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Sept. 7 – Mass and 125th Anniversary Celebration, 10:30 a.m., Saint Mary Church, Guthrie
Sept. 8 and 9 – Fall Clergy Days, Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 9 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel at Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 9 – Regional Vicars meeting, 3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 9 – Priests Jubilarian Dinner, 6 p.m.
Sept. 10 – USCCB Administrative Committee Meeting, Washington, DC
Sept. 11 – Catholic Relief Services Board Meeting, Baltimore
Sept. 14 – Our Lady of LaVang Mass and Celebration, 11:45 a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Sept. 16 – Saint Ann Retirement Center Board, 8 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 16 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel at Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 16 – Finance Council Meeting, 3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 17 – Presbyteral Council Meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 18 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel at Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 19 – Mass and Installation of Deacon Candidates, 7 p.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel at 
       Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 20 – Deacon Advisory Board, 8:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 21 – Holy Hour with Eucharistic Procession and Benediction, 3 p.m., Saint Francis of Assisi Church,   
       Oklahoma City

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Positio on the Martyrdom 
of Father Stanley Rother

On Wednesday, Sept. 3, I had the privilege of 
presenting the Positio on the Servant of God, Father 
Stanley Rother, to the Prefect of the Congregation 
for the Causes of Saints in Rome. The Positio is the 
distillation of all of the historical research and testi-
mony that was painstakingly gathered to examine the 
course of Father Rother’s life and heroic death while 
serving as a parish priest at the Oklahoma mission in 
Guatemala.

The Positio will be studied by the members of the 
Congregation, who then will recommend to the Holy 
Father whether Father Rother can be justly honored 
as a martyr for the Faith. This is a very important 
step in the process, which we hope will lead toward 
Father Rother’s beatifi cation and canonization. I am 
including the text of my letter to Cardinal Amato that 
accompanied the Positio at its formal presentation. 
Please continue to remember this important intention 
in your prayers!

***
August 29, 2014

The Passion of St. John the Baptist

His Eminence
Angelo Cardinal Amato, S.D.B., Prefect
Congregation for the Causes of Saints
00120 Vatican City State
EUROPE

Your Eminence,

Praised be Jesus Christ!  

It is my privilege to submit to Your Eminence and 
to the distinguished members of the Congregation for 
the Causes of Saints this Positio concerning the Ser-
vant of God, Father Stanley Francis Rother, a priest 
of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City (USA) who in the 
manner of the Good Shepherd laid down his life for 
the Gospel and for his parishioners while serving the 
parish of Santiago Atitlan in the Dioceseof Solola-Chi-
maltenango (Guatemala) on July 28, 1981. We fi rmly 
believe that Father Rother died as a martyr for the 
faith and submit his cause to your judgment in the 
hope that the Church will recognize the nature of his 
heroic death and hold him up as a martyr for the glo-
ry of God and for the benefi t of the universal Church.

In 1981 I received news of the heroic death of Fa-
ther Rother while still a seminarian at his alma ma-
ter, Mount St. Mary Seminary in Emmitsburg, Mary-
land (USA).  From that time until this very day, the 
witness of his life and death has been a source of en-
couragement and inspiration to me as a seminarian, 
priest and now as a bishop.  I consider it a great gift 
of Divine Providence to be entrusted with overseeing 

the continuation of the 
process of his cause for 
beatifi cation and can-
onization begun by my 
predecessor, Archbishop 
Eusebius J. Beltran.

At this time in the 
history of the Catho-
lic Church in the United 
States we need priestly 
models of sanctity and witnesses to heroic pastoral 
charity. In the wake of the recent clergy abuse scan-
dal which has caused such devastation in Church 
and in society the recognition of this generous parish 
priest’s simple manner of life and the heroic manner 
of his death would be a tremendous inspiration to 
priests and faithful alike in the United States and 
around the world.

Here in Oklahoma where Catholics are a very small 
minority, comprising only 4-6 percent of the popu-
lation, the impact of Father Rother’s declaration of 
martyrdom, beatifi cation and ultimate canonization 
would be a powerfully effective spiritual impetus in 
our efforts in the New Evangelization.

Likewise in Guatemala, where the Church has 
suffered bitterly during recent decades in the midst 
of societal strife, a favorable judgment of martyrdom 
and subsequent decree of beatifi cation for Father 
Rother would affi rm so many suffering members of 
the faithful who al-
ready esteem Father 
Rother (Padre Aplas) 
as their martyr and 
saint.

I humbly ask that 
you look favorably 
upon our petition 
for the glory of God 
and the good of the 
universal Church. 
Entrusting this cause 
to your judgment and 
to the intercession 
of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe, Star of the 
New Evangelization, I 
remain

Fraternally yours in Christ,

The Most Reverend Paul S. Coakley
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley
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Pope’s 2015 World Peace Day message 
will focus on human traffi cking

VATICAN CITY – Human traffi ck-
ing destroys the lives of millions 
of children, women and men each 
year, making it a real threat to 
peace, the Vatican said as it an-
nounced Pope Francis’ 2015 World 
Peace Day message would focus on 
the phenomenon.

“Slaves no more, but brothers 
and sisters” will be the theme for 
the Jan. 1, 2015, commemoration 
and for the message Pope Francis 
will write for the occasion, accord-
ing to the Pontifi cal Council for 
Justice and Peace.

Pope Francis has called human 
traffi cking “a crime against hu-
manity” and “an open wound on 
the body of contemporary soci-
ety, a scourge upon the body of 
Christ.”

In describing why Pope Francis 
chose traffi cking as the theme for 
World Peace Day 2015, a state-
ment from the Pontifi cal Council 
for Justice and Peace said, “Many 
people think that slavery is a thing 
of the past,” but “this social plague 
remains all too real in today’s 
world” with child labor, forced 
prostitution, traffi cking for organs 
and a variety of forms of forced 
labor.

Traffi cking, which generates 
huge amounts of income for or-
ganized crime, threatens peace 
because it is based on a lack of 
recognition of the fundamental 
human dignity of its victims, the 

Vatican statement said.
“Fraternity requires us to reject 

any inequality which would allow 
one person to enslave another,” 
the statement said. “Our purpose 
is to build a civilization based on 
the equal dignity of every person 
without discrimination.”

The pope’s full message for 
World Peace Day traditionally is 
released by the Vatican in mid-De-
cember and is sent, through Vat-
ican diplomats, to the leaders of 
nations around the world.

As archbishop of Buenos Aires, 
the pope celebrated an annual 
Mass with the victims of traffi ck-
ing, and soon after his election as 
pope in 2013, he asked the pontif-
ical academies of sciences and of 
social sciences to study the prob-
lem of modern-day slavery and 
ways for the church to work with 
others to stop it.

In March, the Vatican, the 
Anglican Communion and oth-
ers launched the Global Freedom 
Network. The initiative, based at 

the Pontifi cal Academy of Sciences, 
aims to prevent modern forms of 
slavery; to protect, rescue and re-
habilitate victims; and to promote 
concrete measures that condemn 
or criminalize human traffi cking.

The United Nations estimates 2.4 
million people are traffi cked at any 
given time and their exploitation 
generates $32 billion in annual 
profi ts for criminals. The Global 
Slavery Index estimates nearly 30 
million people worldwide are living 
in slave-like conditions.

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

Sex workers and their children take part in an Aug. 14 demonstration seeking better rights and a halt to girl traffi cking in the red-light area of 
Kolkata, India. Human traffi cking destroys the lives of millions of children, women and men each year, making it a real threat to peace, the Vati-
can said as it announced Pope Francis’ 2015 World Peace Day message would focus on the phenomenon. (CNS photo/Pial Adhikary, EPA) 

Pope Francis challenges with question: How is your faith? 

During his Angelus address, Pope Francis 
refl ected on the Gospel account of Saint Peter’s 
recognition of Jesus as the Lord, urging those 
present to honestly evaluate their own faith.

“Brothers and sisters, what happened in a 
unique way in Saint Peter, also takes place in 
every Christian who develops a sincere faith in 
Jesus the Christ,” he told crowds gathered in 
St. Peter’s Square.

“Today’s Gospel challenges each of us: How 
is your faith? Let each of us answer in our 
heart. How is your faith? How is it? What does 
the Lord fi nd in our hearts: a fi rm heart, like 
a rock? Or a heart like sand, that is, doubtful, 
mistrustful, unbelieving?”

The Pope drew his remarks from Matthew 
16:13-20, where St. Peter professes his faith by 
acknowledging Christ as the “Son of the Living 
God.” Jesus responds by calling the apostle 
blessed, and telling him “that upon this rock, I 
will build my Church.”

“If the Lord fi nds in our hearts a faith – I 
won’t say perfect, but sincere, genuine, then he 
will see in us, too, the living rocks on which he 
builds his community,” Pope Francis said. “For 
this community, the foundation stone is Christ, 
the unique cornerstone.”

“For his part, Peter is the rock, as the visi-
ble foundation of the unity of the Church; but 
every baptized person is called to offer to Jesus 
his or her own faith, poor but sincere, so that 
He can continue to build His Church, today, in 
every part of the world.”

Pope Francis refl ected on how in that ex-
change with Peter in the Bible, Christ bestows 
a new name on him since he was formerly 
called Simon. The pontiff invited those pres-
ent to pause and consider how the name Peter 
meant “rock” in Jesus’ language of Aramaic.

He clarifi ed that this term “rock” referred to 
God, and that Christ gives this name to Peter 
“not for his own personal qualities or his hu-
man merits, but on account of his genuine and 

fi rm faith, which comes from on high.”
“Jesus feels a great joy in his heart, because 

he recognizes in Simon the hand of the father, 
the action of the Holy Spirit. He recognizes that 
God the father has given Simon a ‘dependable’ 
faith, upon which he, Jesus, can build his 
Church, that is, his community, that is, all of 
us. All of us.”

Pope Francis noted that Jesus’ Church is 
fundamentally based on our relationship with 
him, which should be one of love and trust.

“Our relationship with Jesus builds the 
Church. And so to begin His Church Jesus 
needs to fi nd in His disciples a solid faith, ‘de-
pendable’ faith. This is what He must confi rm 
at this point in the journey, and this is why he 
asks the question.”

The Pope added that God “has in mind the 
image of building, the image of the community 
as an edifi ce.”

“And so, when he hears Simon’s frank pro-
fession of faith, he calls him ‘rock,’ and makes 
clear his intention of building his Church on 
this faith.”

“Even in our days, many people think that 
Jesus is a great prophet, a teacher of wisdom, 
a model of justice,” the Pope added. “And even 
today, Jesus asks His disciples – that is, us, 
all of us – ‘But you, who do you say that I am?’ 
A prophet? A teacher of wisdom? A model of 
justice? How will we answer?”

“Let us think about it. But above all let us 
pray to God the Father, that He will give us the 
answer,” and let us ask “through the interces-
sion of the Virgin Mary.”

By CNA/EWTN News

Pope Francis prays at a symbolic cemetery for aborted chil-
dren in Kkottongnae, South Korea, Aug. 16. (CNS photo/Paul 
Haring)



“Mass is boring!” How often have 
you heard, or maybe even made, 
this remark? I remember saying it 
myself. Around the age of 13, I had 
one foot in childhood, and one foot 
in full-scale adolescent rebellion. 
Church attendance was not on my 
list of favorite things to do.

One night, I objected rather vig-
orously to being forced to attend 
a church activity. Unkind words 
were exchanged in tense voices. 
Doors were slammed. Eventually, 
my parents left in a huff.

In a rage, I sat down at the 
kitchen table to angrily write an 
essay about the exchange that 
took place between us. (I know. 
I was unusual then, too!)  I won-
dered why we were required to go 
to church. It was boring. Only old 
people liked it, and I could not 
understand why. Would God love 
me less if I didn’t want to go to 
church?

I believe God read my essay that 
night — or at least heard the cry 
of my heart. Circumstances began 
to unfold when I became friends 
with someone who shared her faith 
with me in a way that captured 
my imagination and my heart. 
She gave me a bible, and shared 
the insights she got from it. I was 
intrigued. Something in me started 
to suspect that there may be more 
to this “religion” thing, than I had 
guessed. My heart began to open 
itself more and more to the person 

of Jesus.
At age 16, in preparation for 

Confi rmation, the priest ap-
proached the course as if we were 
“new converts” to Catholicism. He 
didn’t pre-suppose that we under-
stood it; he proposed it for our un-
derstanding. One night, the priest 
stretched us. He used big words. 
“Effi cacious.” “Transubstantia-
tion.” He explained that when the 
priest says the words that Jesus 
said at the last supper over the 
bread and wine, they stop being 
bread and wine, and they become 
… Jesus!

I felt like a small explosion hap-
pened in my mind. The following 
Sunday, I received the Eucharist 
in a completely different way — in 
a state of utter wonder, amaze-
ment and awe. Mass has never 
been boring since. Gradually, it 
dawned on me that I was receiving 
my own creator, the creator of the 
universe, into my very body. How 
extraordinary!

Refl ecting on this as an adult, 
I wondered to myself how I had 
missed this. I know that the reality 
of the Eucharist was explained 
to me when I prepared to receive 
it for the fi rst time. (I know this, 
because I can recall my pragmatic 
reasoning to myself about the one-
hour fast that must be observed 
before receiving the Eucharist. 
Clearly, I would need to leave plen-
ty of room for Jesus in my tummy, 

because he was big, and I was 
quite small.)

Whatever refl ections I had about 
the reality of the Eucharist after 
my First Communion were irregu-
lar and inconclusive. It was rou-
tine, and it was boring, and com-
pletely out of touch with the reality 
before me.

Two things made the difference 
when it was explained again: 
conversion and catechesis.  Both 
were needed. Without conversion, 
catechesis doesn’t stick because 
it doesn’t have a context. With-
out continued catechesis, I would 
have missed the central point of 
our Catholic faith. As it turned 
out, this profound experience of 
Eucharistic amazement became 
the main anchor for my faith when 
I was tempted to leave. I could 
fi nd “Christian community” else-
where, maybe more bible study, 
better sermons — but I could only 
fi nd the Eucharist in the Catholic 
Church.

I am convicted that captivating 
our kids with the Eucharist is one 
of the keys to keeping them.
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Cultivating Eucharistic amazement

My son Stephen and I spent an 
unusual, albeit unusually moving, 
Independence Day: We attended 
the golden wedding anniversary 
celebration of my friends Piotr and 
Teresa Malecki, which began with a 
Mass of thanksgiving in the Bless-
ed Sacrament Chapel of Cracow’s 
Wawel Cathedral — the place where 
Piotr and Teresa had exchanged 
vows on July 4, 1964, kneeling be-
fore their old kayaking and hiking 
friend, the archbishop of Cracow.

Piotr Malecki, 
Karol Wojtyla’s altar 
boy at Saint Flori-
an’s parish and the 
self-described “en-
fant terrible” of that 
network of Wojty-
la’s friends known 
as Srodowisko, is 
a distinguished 
physicist. Teresa 
Malecki, who had 
to convince Wojtyla, 
that she was ready for marriage at 
age 20, is an accomplished musi-
cologist and the former vice-dean of 
the Cracow Academy of Music.

Outside the cathedral, the jubilar-
ians were greeted by other Srodow-
isko veterans. All of them shared 
a remarkable experience in their 
youth. As they were being formed 
into mature Christian adults by 
Wojtyla, they helped form an intel-
lectually, athletically and mystically 
gifted young clergyman into one 
of the most dynamic priests of his 
generation, a pioneer in the pasto-

ral strategy he called “accompani-
ment.”

As I said to Stephen afterwards, 
as we watched Wojtyla’s kids, shake 
hands, embrace and offer fl owers 
to Piotr and Teresa, “This is the 
beginning of World Youth Day, right 
here.” I could just as easily have 
added “Love and Responsibility the 
Theology of the Body;” the 1981 
apostolic exhortation, “Familiaris 
Consortio;” the 1988 apostolic letter 
on women, “Mulieris Dignitatem;’ 

and the 1995 “Let-
ter to Families.”

For as I noted in a 
toast at the anni-
versary dinner, the 
network of now-not-
so-young friends 
that had gathered 
around Karol 
Wojtyla — men 
and women who 
resolutely refuse to 
think of themselves 

as something special — had in 
fact helped bend the history of the 
Church, and the world.

One other facet of this happy 
celebration struck me with par-
ticular force. As on their wedding 
day when Piotr and Teresa fi rst 
exchanged vows, the priest cel-
ebrating the thanksgiving Mass 
wound the end of a stole around 
their joined hands, its other end 
remaining around his neck, as the 
couple renewed their pledge of love 
and fi delity. It’s a marvelous Polish 
custom, perhaps familiar in other 

cultures. And, it says something 
very important about marriage, 
which is under assault throughout 
the world by the forces of moral 
confusion, misconstrued “tolerance” 
and societal deconstruction.

 What that gesture says is that, 
in the biblical and Christian view, 
the couple “getting married” are 
engaging in a priestly act, an act of 
right worship: they are sealing, not 
a mere contract, but a covenant in 
which two become one. And from 
that unity, from that new family, 
springs the gift of new life. The 
Church’s offi cial witness to this 
covenant-making, the ordained 
priest, exercises his unique form of 
priesthood by offering the Church’s 
recognition of, and blessing on, 
what the couple, in their exercise 
of the priesthood of the baptized, 
have covenanted together. That 
stole, touching both priest and cou-
ple, embodies the classic Catholic 
teaching that the couple who bind 
themselves for life are the ministers 
of the Sacrament of Matrimony. 

George Weigel is a senior fellow of 
the Ethics and Public Policy Center 
in Washington, D.C.

The covenant of marriage

George Weigel
Public Policy 

Center

Carole Brown
Director of New 
Evangelization

“Men and women who 
resolutely refuse to think 
of themselves as some-
thing special — had in 
fact helped bend the 
history of the Church, and 
the world.”

Here is a surprising fact: Even the Sa-
tanists believe in the real presence of Je-
sus in the Catholic Eucharist. Recently, we 
learned that a group of Satanists intended 
to host a so-called “black mass” at the Civic 
Center this month. This would have been a 
direct affront to the faith of Catholics, be-
cause it involves the desecration of our Lord 
in the Eucharist. Thankfully, through the 
wise leadership of Archbishop Coakley, the 
consecrated host has been returned to the 
Church.

Our Catholic sensibilities are deeply offend-
ed by the threat of a black mass, because it 
involves the most disrespectful and degrading 
treatment imaginable of Him whom we love 
most: our Lord Jesus Christ. Some were crit-
ical of our protest against this vile event, and 
advised us to “Cool it! It’s just a wafer!” But, 
we do not believe that the Eucharist is just a 
“wafer.”

We know that Jesus gave himself to us in 
the form of bread at the Last Supper, when 
he said, “This is my body, which will be 
given up for you.” At every Catholic Mass, 
the priest repeats those words and the bread 
ceases to be bread. It retains the appearance 
of bread, but in reality, it becomes the very 
person of Jesus — body, blood, soul and 
divinity. Therefore, if we love Jesus, we could 
only be horrifi ed by what these people in-
tended to do to Him.

Satanists don’t go to other Christian 
churches to steal their communion bread. 
Why not? Because they know the truth: It 
isn’t really Jesus. Why do they steal ours? 
Because they know the truth: The Catholic 

Eucharist really is Jesus. Let’s pray that this 
truth will set them free.

Carole Brown in the Director of New Evangeli-
zation for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.
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Meet Our 
Sisters

This is part of a series to intro- 
duce the religious sisters of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
The sisters serve in Oklahoma.

Sister Donna Ross of Jesus, 
O.C.D. 

What community do you belong 
to?  I am a Discalced Carmelite Nun residing at 
St. Joseph’s Carmelite Monastery in Piedmont. 

What is your ministry in the Archdiocese of OKC? 
As a Discalced Carmelite nun, we are called to a 
life of prayer, not only for our own benefi t, 
needs or personal intentions, but for the good of 
all humanity. We pray the Liturgy of the Hours 
together and also have two hours of private time 
each day as well. Within the monastery I have 
worked in just about every area except garden-
ing and sewing. I do not have a green thumb 
and I was never talented with a needle and 
thread. Right now, I am serving as prioress and 
enjoy cooking for the nuns. 

When and at what age did you enter the con-
vent? I entered the monastery at the ripe old 
age of 26 on July 1, 1981. In 1976, I became a 
Catholic while attending East Central University 
in Ada. Father Paul Mollan gave me instructions 
and he was a wonderful teacher. 

When did you make your fi nal vows? The pro-
cess of entering religious life and the formation 
periods includes, postulancy, novice, temporary 
vows, and then fi nal vows (solemn profession). I 
made my solemn profession on Jan. 10, 1987. 

When and how did you fi rst discern a call to the 
religious life? Even as a young girl I always felt 
close to God. I also was the only girl in my fam-
ily, having two older brothers. At night, I would 
hear my brothers softly talking and my parents 
talking in their rooms as we all fell asleep. Since 
I did not have anyone to talk with, I would talk 
to God. Thus, began my prayer life, which even-
tually led to my vocation and my love for soli-
tude and prayer. 

What has surprised you the most in your voca-
tion? I was amazed by the joy and deep content-
ment of the nuns when I fi rst met them. Their 
love of God was so genuine that they seemed to 
ooze happiness. As I have grown in my life in 
Cannel, I continue to be amazed by the dedica-
tion of the Sisters to their work and prayer life. 
We are truly a family, and together we face each 
new day’s challenges as one united in the love of 
God. 

What is your advice to young women who are in 
the process of discerning their vocation? Don’t be 
timid. Too often at vocational fairs I have seen 
young women shy away from sisters and nuns. 
Ask us questions, even if you think they are too 
personal or silly. We love to share about our 
own vocations and would love learning about 
the beginning of your journey toward God’s will. 

The Carmelite Order took form back in the 
1100s in the Holy Land. To speed up to the 20th 
century, our particular Carmel was founded in 
1939 from the Carmelite Monastery in Bronx, 
NY. This past April, we celebrated our 75th Ju-
bilee of being in Oklahoma. We love Oklahoma! 
 

The Heart of the Matter

Two important pro-life events in September

September is a busy month for the pro-life 
movement.

 The second annual National Day of Re-
membrance for Aborted Children will occur on 
Saturday, Sept. 13, at Saint Gregory Abbey 
Church in Shawnee.  

 The Remembrance began in 2013 through a 
joint effort from Citizens for a Pro-Life Society, 
Priests for Life and Prolife Action League in an 
effort to encourage those in the pro-life move-
ment to visit the gravesites of unborn children.  

 Many people may not realize that there are 
graves of unborn children located throughout 
the United States. The website for the Na-
tional Day of Remembrance for Aborted Chil-
dren, www.abortionmemorials.com, lists the 
gravesites in several states, including Oklaho-
ma.

 Matt Dietrich and Rick Hufnagel, both from 
Saint Monica’s parish in Edmond, organized 
Oklahoma’s National Day of Remembrance. 
Dietrich fi rst heard about the organization on 
Catholic radio. He contacted Hufnagel and 
they felt moved to visit the two gravesites of the 
unborn located in Oklahoma – one in Shawnee 
and the other in Tulsa.

 Father Price Oswalt, a pillar in the local pro-
life movement, encouraged the two men to plan 
a memorial service locally.

 The Remembrance day will begin with Mass 
at 10 a.m. followed by a Rosary procession 
from the Abbey Church to the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, which is dedicated to 
aborted children. A short ceremony is planned 
at the shrine with wreaths being distributed to 
those who wish to travel to the gravesites and 
lay them upon the graves. A small reception 
will complete the events.

 Also this month, 40 Days For Life starts its 
fall campaign with a Kick-Off Rally at 5 p.m. on 
Sept. 23 at Christ the King Catholic Church. 
Father Oswalt along with Father Christopher 
Brashears and Dr. Rick Boothe are scheduled 
to speak at the event.

 The Kick-Off Rally will provide the opportu-
nity for parishes and groups to sign up to help 
with the 40 days of prayer.

 Deborah Krisch, one of the organizers for the 
Oklahoma campaign, said “being involved with 
40 Days is to be part of a change.”

She said it affects not only those who pray 
and fast, but also the abortion clinic workers 
and their patients.

 “When there is a strong continuation of 
prayer, we fi nd it has an effect on the number 
of abortions and a strong effect on the young 
girls who work at the abortion clinic,” Krisch 
said. 

 According to the website, “40 Days for Life 
is a community-based campaign that takes 
a determined, peaceful approach to showing 
local communities the consequences of abor-
tion in their own neighborhoods, for their own 
friends and families. It puts into action a desire 
to cooperate with God in the carrying out of His 
plan for the end of abortion.”

Connie Summers is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

If You Go
National Day of Remembrance for 
Aborted Children
www.abortionmemorials.com 
40 Days For Life
www.40daysforlife.com/oklahomacity
Deborah Krisch
(405) 824-5578
dmkrisch@hotmail.com

By Connie Summers
For the Sooner Catholic
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Letter from the Executive Director
Dear Friends of Catholic Charities,
What an incredible year! Your Catholic Chari-

ties, due to your generosity as part of our Annual 
Appeal, was able to immediately respond to the 
needs of our state. We remain heavily engaged 
with the response to the devastating May 2013 
tornadoes. Indeed, 800 out of the more than 2,400 
households being served through our partnership 
in the Oklahoma Disaster Recovery Project have 
been assisted by Catholic Charities staff. We also 
are assisting those more recently affected by wild-
fi res near Guthrie. Your Catholic Charities was the 
only non-profi t in the state given access to the un-
accompanied immigrant children recently housed 
at Fort Sill, where our legal services team met with 
more than 600 children to gather each unique sto-
ry for consideration through the legal process they 
will experience. Though the national policy issues 
are complex and their future path uncertain, it 
was a privilege and honor to meet these children 
where they were. Often, our legal staff was the very 
fi rst to hear the full story of the hazards of their 
home country, their journey and their experience 
since arriving in the United States – an incredible 
combination of heartbreak and hope. 

Yet every other program of your Catholic Chari-
ties continued unabated, from pregnancy counsel-
ing, adoption, senior housing, homeless services, 
opening a new Sanctuary Women’s Development 
Center in Norman, St. Joseph’s counseling and 
much, much more. Your Catholic Charities has 
expanded to meet needs across central and west-
ern Oklahoma, sending counselors out to eight ad-
ditional parishes, and using our Regional Service 
Locations in Clinton, Enid, Guymon and Lawton 
as hubs for service to their surrounding communi-
ties. Our Lawton offi ce, for example, served clients 

from 11 different counties 
in southwestern Oklahoma! 
We are fi nalizing plans to 
open a new Regional Service 
Location in partnership with 
St. Mary Catholic Church in 
Ardmore in January 2015. 

It is only through your 
support of this Annual 
Appeal that we can serve in 
Christ’s holy name through 
these programs. Out of 
sincere appreciation for 
your support of the Annual 
Appeal, we were very deliberate in how we chose to 
seek support for our Crossbeams Capital Cam-
paign for Catholic Charities’ new main services 
facility, of which $8.9 million has been raised 
toward our $9.5 million goal. Your generous sup-
port of the Appeal is absolutely critical to our daily 
operation! Your Catholic Charities was recognized 
by The Oklahoman as the Reader’s Choice best 
non-profi t; by the Oklahoma Center for Non-Prof-
its as the best community service non-profi t in the 
state; and more recently by the Journal Record 
as one of their “Programs Making a Difference.” 
Your team is doing great work, making a positive 
difference in the lives of more than 18,000 of your 
fellow Oklahomans. Thank you for your wonderful 
support. Please know we keep you in prayer as we 
do our best to Serve with Love. 

Sincerely,

Patrick J. Raglow
Executive Director of Catholic Charities

Patrick J. Raglow

Catholic Charities commits to children in crisis

Catholic Charities of Oklahoma 
City is accustomed to providing 
legal counsel to immigrants seeking 
citizenship in the United States. 
They see 1,200 to 1,500 clients each 
year in their immigration law offi c-
es. What they did not expect this 
summer was that they would double 
their capacity overnight as more 
than 1,200 undocumented minors 
moved into a temporary shelter at 
the Fort Sill army post in Lawton.

 Catholic Charities’ humanitarian 
effort was spearheaded by Patrick 
Raglow, executive director of Cath-
olic Charities of Oklahoma City and 
a retired U.S. Air Force colonel, who 
recognized the unique stress the 
military offi cers at Fort Sill were 
experiencing.

With the understanding that his 
organization had the exact set of 
resources the government coordina-
tors at Fort Sill would need, Raglow 
reached out to both the Fort Sill 
garrison commander and the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services. Within days, Baptist Child 
and Family Services (BCFS), a non-
profi t contracted by the government 
to assist with the shelters, request-
ed that Catholic priests be sent to 
minister to the youth. Once Catho-
lic Charities immediately met that 
request, BCFS asked for counselors 
and then immigration law profes-
sionals.

 “This was a perfect fi t for Catho-
lic Charities because we have been 
providing immigration legal services 
for more than 25 years,” said Rich-
ard Klinge, senior director of advo-
cacy, outreach and legal services for 

Catholic Charities. “Also, our board 
and Archbishop Paul Coakley both 
saw this as a human dignity issue to 
which our Catholic social teaching 
required us to respond.”

 Once the Catholic Charities legal 
team was in place during the fi rst 
week in July, teams of lawyers and 
volunteers met with 12-15 children 
at a time and gave them a “Know 
Your Rights” presentation to educate 
them on the immigration process. 
The undocumented minors needed 
to understand what their gener-
al rights and responsibilities were 
under the law to prepare them for 
upcoming deportation hearings. 
Each immigrant had an individual 
consultation where the team would 
track his or her journey, answer 
questions and determine eligibility 
for any immigration benefi t.

 “It fi lled us with joy that as law-
yers we were about to help out these 
kids the best way we knew how,” 
Klinge said. “We put them in the 
best situation they could be in as 
they face the legal process through-
out the United States. I could see in 
their eyes and voices that they were 
leaving confi dent with great legal 
advice.”

 By developing a powerful rela-
tionship with the Catholic Charities 
lawyers, the young immigrants 
were able to open up and feel at 
ease during their interviews. They 
shared intense memories from the 
harrowing journey that they had not 
disclosed previously. Toward the end 
of their time at Fort Sill, the young 
people shared their future goals for 
their new life.

 “I cannot tell you how many of 
those kids said they wanted to be a 

lawyer in order to help their family,” 
Klinge said. “It was a powerful refl ec-
tion by the kids on the impact the 
lawyers had on them.”

 These children arrived in the 
United States, along with approx-
imately 60,000 others, during a 
period of an unprecedented and 
unforeseen rise in unaccompa-
nied minors entering the southern 
border. Attempting to fl ee from 
unimaginably troubled situations, 
they came mostly from Honduras, El 
Salvador and Guatemala desperate 
for a better life.

 “Most of these children were 
escaping some sort of violence or 
recruitment for gang membership,” 
said Margie Solis, an attorney for 
Catholic Charities. “All of the chil-

dren were given individual attention 
and a chance to tell their story to 
someone who cared about them.”

 With the closing of the shelter at 
Fort Sill the fi rst week in August, all 
of the undocumented minors have 
now been placed with either a family 
member or a sponsor family. They 
will have a future court date to de-
termine whether they will be allowed 
to remain in the United States or 
return to their countries. About 240 
children were placed in Oklahoma, 
and Catholic Charities of Oklahoma 
City will continue to oversee their 
cases until a decision is reached.

 The housing of these undocu-
mented minors was not without con-
troversy. Many Americans expressed 
concerns with the way government 
offi cials were handling the situation.

 “We recognize that this is a very 
diffi cult policy issue,” Raglow said. 
“We believe that these issues need 
to be addressed and considered 
prayerfully and thoughtfully. But, 
at the same time that discussion is 
taking place and policy being con-
sidered, we had children literally 
in our midst. We reached out to be 
present to the children.”

 Ultimately, Catholic Charities was 
the only nonprofi t in the state that 
had access to the children at Fort 
Sill. Raglow credits this distinction 
to the fact that they approached 
HHS with a servant’s heart.

 “I was proud of the agency’s abil-
ity to meet this unpredicted need,” 
Raglow said. “Catholic Charities was 
able to respond in a positive, Cath-
olic, caring and committed way to 
this crisis in very short order.”

 Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

A U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
offi cer helps two young boys as they join 
hundreds of Central American immigrant 
children that are being processed in No-
gales, Ariz., June 18. (CNS photo/Ross D. 
Franklin, pool via Reuters)
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Sanctuary Norman provides a haven for homeless women
Shelly was in need of a helping 

hand. A young mother with four 
children under age 10, she fl ed an 
abusive relationship in Florida and 
moved to Oklahoma in hopes of 
staying with family. The move did 
not go smoothly and she found her-
self without a place to stay. Since 
shelters couldn’t accommodate a 
family of fi ve, she and her children 
stayed in hotel rooms until the 
money ran out. With no money or 
options, they were forced to sleep in 
their car.  

When Sanctuary Women’s De-
velopment Center in Norman fi rst 
opened its doors on May 5, Shelly 
became their inaugural client, and 
their fi rst success story. At Sanc-
tuary, she and her children found 
a comfortable place to stay during 
the day as well as resources to help 
them recover. 

With locations in Oklahoma 
City and Norman, Sanctuary is a 
day program providing essential 
resources, support and empower-
ment to homeless and at-risk wom-
en and their children. More than 
just a place to escape the streets, 
the program offers assistance for 
basic needs as well as guidance to 
help women overcome poverty and 
become self-suffi cient by setting 
goals that are tailored to their 
unique needs.

“When clients come into Sanc-
tuary, we meet them where they 

are, without judgment, and start 
building trust. Some of our clients, 
like Shelly, are ready to take it a 
step further by working with a case 
manager on goals, while others 
may need more time,” Homeless 
Services Director Lisa Chamber-
lain said. “Of course, it is always 
exciting to help a woman achieve 
her goals, but each client’s success 
is measured by individual circum-
stances and timelines.”

With the help of Catholic Chari-
ties’ staff, Shelly set two immediate 
goals: Find a job and secure hous-
ing for her family. Within three 
weeks, her goals were not only met, 

but exceeded when she found a 
full-time job with benefi ts. Now, she 
has a safe place for her kids to live 
and is working to further her career 
by transferring her certifi ed nursing 

assistant’s license to Oklahoma.
“There’s a misconception that 

homeless women are weak. That 
couldn’t be further from the truth. 
Our clients at Sanctuary are some 
of the strongest, most resilient 
women I know,” Sanctuary Assis-
tant Director Kristin Mumiukha 
said. “When faced with adversi-
ty and given support, they have 
thrived and survived.”

Since opening on May 5, Sanctu-
ary Norman has placed 11 clients 
in permanent housing and provided 
refuge to nearly 200 women and 
children. Open Monday through 
Friday, Sanctuary provides access 
to case management, counseling, 
community services, a comput-
er lab, employment services and 
a safe place for women and their 
children to rest during the day. For 
more information about Sanctuary 
or to learn how you can help, visit 
www.catholiccharitiesok.org
/sanctuary.

Senior Director of Administration, Nancy Largent, spends time with a child at Sanctuary Wom-
en’s Development Center. Photo provided.

Family Support & Homeless Services: 
Sanctuary Women’s Development Centers

Provides homeless and low-income women and their children 
resources in Oklahoma City and Norman. Women are offered sup-
port and advocacy to alleviate the effects of poverty, empowering 
them with the tools to overcome homelessness. Shower and laundry 
facilities, computer lab, food and beverages, clothing, hygiene items, 
AA and NA meetings, job search, counseling and case management 
available.

Help and H.O.P.E. 
for families in need

The past few years had been a 
struggle for April. A single moth-
er of fi ve, she was homeless and 
had diffi culty fi nding shelter for 
her family. She entered Catholic 
Charities’ transitional housing, 
and the Family H.O.P.E. pro-
gram helped her connect with 
community resources, and de-
velop a plan for success.

A long-term case management 
program, Catholic Charities’ 
Family H.O.P.E. (Help, Organize, 
Prioritize and Empower), gives 
families the tools they need to 
overcome obstacles and gain 
economic self-suffi ciency. Family 
H.O.P.E. helps families identify 
needs, create their own goals, 
utilize community resources and 
tools to promote independence, 
and develop the skills needed to 
achieve lasting success.

Due to the size of her family, 
April faced special challeng-
es. Case managers at Catholic 
Charities guided her in creating 
goals that would lead to a better 
life for her family, including a 
budget to help her succeed, 
fi nding a permanent home and 
paying off her car. Catholic 
Charities helped connect her 
with the Credence Foundation, 
which assisted her with a depos-

it and rent for her home during 
the transition. Three weeks after 
moving in, she and her family 
were thriving, and planning for 
the future.

“One of the most inspiring 
things about the Family H.O.P.E. 
program is helping a family that 
never learned to budget learn to 
meet and set goals to help them 
transition out of poverty,” said 
Ashley Jackson, director of Fam-
ily Support Services for Catholic 
Charities. “We are so proud of 
April’s incredible efforts and are 
thrilled that she and her family 
are on the path to a better life.”

Family H.O.P.E. is a free ser-
vice for families of all faiths in 
the Enid, Guymon, Lawton and 
Oklahoma City areas. Partici-
pants must have children under 
age 18 living in the home and 
must have been employed within 
the last three months or receiv-
ing Social Security Disability, 
worker’s compensation or un-
employment. Bilingual services 
are available to those who speak 
Spanish.

 To learn more about the Fam-
ily H.O.P.E. program, call (405) 
523-3028 or visit 
www.catholiccharitiesok.org/
HOPE.

Family Support & Homeless Services: 
Family H.O.P.E. Case Management

Strength-based case management program that builds part-
nerships with families threatened by homelessness to eliminate 
barriers to success and self-suffi ciency.

Saint Joseph’s outreach program 
provides counseling to families 

throughout Oklahoma
The morning commute can be a 

hassle for some, but for fi ve coun-
selors with Catholic Charities’ St. 
Joseph’s outreach program, it’s an 
opportunity to bring mental health 
services to areas throughout the 
state. Driving about 400 miles a 
month, the counsel-
ors serve those who 
may not receive help 
otherwise, due to 
location and language 
barriers.

Developed in June 
2012 as part of Cath-
olic Charities’ services 
following a devastat-
ing tornado in Wood-
ward, St. Joseph’s counseling out-
reach service has grown to provide 
free, bilingual counseling services 
to individuals and families in 
Altus, Ardmore, Clinton, Duncan, 
Elk City, Enid, Guymon, Norman, 
Ponca City and Woodward. The 
counseling is free and available 
on a referral basis through local 
parishes, with bilingual services 
offered in eight locations.

“For more than 20 years, St. Jo-
seph’s counselors have been called 
to provide services to those who 
are underserved, including those 
in the Spanish-speaking commu-
nities,” said Jennifer Long, director 
of St. Joseph’s counseling. “We 
are blessed that through outreach 
efforts across the state, our oppor-
tunities to serve have expanded to 
reach even more families.”

The program has been a success 
in its fi rst two years, with appoint-
ments fi lled at all locations. The 
faith-based counseling service 
has helped strengthen families 
throughout the archdiocese and 
fostered a stronger tie between 

some clients and 
their Catholic faith.

“Many of our cli-
ents have acknowl-
edged they would 
not have been able 
to receive counseling 
without the outreach 
program,” Long said. 
“We are so grateful to 
the priests in these 

areas for their support and refer-
rals to St. Joseph’s as well as all 
the supporters of the annual ap-
peal who make this work possible.”

Due to the popularity of its coun-
seling outreach program, Catholic 
Charities hopes to expand to more 
locations as the need arises.

Clinical Services: 
St. Joseph’s Counseling, 
Education and Outreach

Provides professional coun-
seling and related services to 
individuals, couples, families, 
Catholic school staff/students 
who are experiencing emotional 
stress. Parish referral required. 
Suicide prevention training 
(QPR) available to parishes and 
Catholic schools.



Sooner Catholic8 September 7, 2014 Catholic Charities Appeal Sooner Catholic September 7, 2014  9Catholic Charities Appeal

Mental health services in 
western Oklahoma

Though only 90 minutes from Oklahoma 
City, Clinton is vastly different from the 
metropolitan area when it comes to access 
to mental health services. According to the 
Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Services, mental illness is 
the third leading chronic illness in Oklaho-
ma, with people in rural areas suffering the 
most from lack of care. To help address the 
growing need for counseling in Custer Coun-
ty, the Catholic Charities offi ce in Clinton 
focuses on providing mental health services.

The small offi ce at 1217 Knox St. serves 
each month an average of 65 clients – many 
of whom suffer from substance abuse or are 
victims of domestic violence. Although most 
of its clients are walk-ins, the offi ce works 
closely with referral sources such as area 
parishes, attorneys, judges and child welfare 
professionals to identify those in need.

With severe mental health issues such as 
addiction, success isn’t always quickly mea-
sured. However, for Eileen McGee, Catholic 
Charities offi ce coordinator, helping someone 
fi nd a way out of substance abuse is a huge 
benefi t to her job.

“Working in the drug and alcohol fi eld, I 

see success when there’s a change in some-
one’s eyes from eyes that have no hope to 
eyes that see beyond the next ‘using’ time. 
Although this doesn’t happen as often as I’d 
like, when hope does arrive, it’s like a sun-
beam,” McGee said.

Catholic Charities Senior Director of Family Services 
Damon Britton and Guymon Regional Service Location 
Director Julia Gonzales at the Guymon Community 
Service Fair. Photo provided.

Clinical Services: 
Adoption and Pregnancy Services

Licensed child placement agency 
for infant adoptions. Support and 
counseling for birth/adoptive parents 
throughout the continuum of adoption 
and pregnancy. Provides search and 
reunion coordination for those adopted 
through Catholic Charities.

Family Support & 
Homeless Services:
Holy Family Home 

A residential environment that pro-
vides community-based services and 
case management to homeless women 
and their children – educating, empow-
ering and promoting positive life styles 
to residents.

Villanova residents establish 
neighborhood watch program

When Catholic Charities assumed sponsor-
ship of Lawton’s Columbia Square apartments 
in 2006, the public housing apartments were 
declared the worst com-
plex in the region. Now 
named Villanova, the 
apartments are trans-
formed into a thriving 
community with a new-
ly established neighbor-
hood watch program.

Before launching the 
neighborhood watch 
program, Villanova 
residents selected board 
members and met with 
an offi cer from the Law-
ton Police Department 
to learn how to develop 
a successful program. 
Within two months, 
Villanova’s neighborhood watch initiative was 
already helping to curb crime and strengthen 
the sense of community.

In addition to the neighborhood watch 

program – which provides an extra layer of 
safety – the residents at Villanova benefi t from 
a wide range of services not found at other 

apartment complexes. 
Each month, a case man-
ager from Catholic Char-
ities’ Lawton Regional 
Service Location spends 
an entire day at Villano-
va, helping residents with 
crisis management and 
confl ict mediation. Cath-
olic Charities also spon-
sors community life skills 
classes designed to lift 
participants from poverty 
into self-suffi ciency.

Besides improving the 
quality of life for Villanova 
residents, the changes 
at Villanova indirectly 

impact its neighborhood, which has seen new 
department stores, sporting goods stores and 
a crafting supply business grow along nearby 
2 Street.

Advocacy, Outreach and 
Legal Services: 

Social Action 

Legislative advocacy with federal, 
state and local governmental agencies 
to promote justice, recognize dignity 
of all human life and to serve those in 
need.

Mission Advancement:
Faith Community Health Ministry 

Performs the roles of educator, re-
ferral agent, advocate, personal health 
counselor, developer of support groups, 
coordinator of volunteers and integra-
tor of faith and health, with a special 
emphasis on the intentional care of the 
spirit.

Building a network of service in 
Oklahoma’s Panhandle

Since opening in 2010, Catholic 
Charities’ Guymon Regional Ser-
vice Location not only has provided 
direct services, but also has become 
a resource center in a community 
where social services are spread 
throughout several counties.

To help connect people in the Pan-
handle with services in their area, 
Catholic Charities established the 
fi rst community service fair in 2012 
– an event that has grown each year 
to include more than 27 organiza-
tions.

This month, Catholic Charities 
will expand its outreach with par-
ticipation in the area’s Elder Fair, 
which highlights area services for 
seniors. The Guymon location also 
will host activities to help undocu-
mented immigrant youths apply for 
the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) program.

Programs regularly offered 
through the Guymon location in-
clude economic planning assistance 
through the Family H.O.P.E. pro-
gram, counseling, and access to im-
migration services in Oklahoma City 
via webcam. The offi ce also works 
with the Refugee Resettlement 

Program to ensure that secondary 
migrants to the Guymon area are 
adjusting well to their new home.

“Catholic Charities does its best 
to meet the needs of clients who 
walk through our door, but there 
are occasions when we don’t offer 
a particular service and are unable 

to meet all of their needs,” said 
Julia Gonzales, director of Catholic 
Charities’ Guymon Regional Service 
Location. “But, I can connect them 
to other services in the community. 
Building a network of support is 
vitally important, especially in an 
area where there are few providers.”

Family H.O.P.E. Case Manager Cindy Kearney works with a client who sought the help of 
Catholic Charities’ Family H.O.P.E. program. Photo provided.

Family Support & 
Homeless Services: 

Disaster Relief 
Provides emergency assistance, trau-

ma counseling, service coordination 
and long-term case management after 
disasters.

Mission Advancement:
Faith Community Health Ministry 

Performs the roles of educator, referral 
agent, advocate, personal health coun-
selor, developer of support groups, co-
ordinator of volunteers and integrator of 
faith and health, with a special empha-
sis on the intentional care of the spirit.

Mission Advancement: 
Parish Outreach 

Works with parishes to promote, 
support and implement effective social 
justice activities and structures to re-
duce the root causes of poverty within 
a community.

Family Support & 
Homeless Services:

Service-enriched Housing 
Provides low-income housing to 

families who are making adjustments 
in their lives. To be eligible to live in 
affordable housing units, adult family 
members must enroll in the Family 
H.O.P.E. program.

A helping hand in a new country
Ahmed feared for his life as insurgents grew in 

power after the Iraq war. An interpreter for U.S. forc-
es, Ahmed realized that staying in Iraq might mean 
serious injury or a death sentence, so Ahmed decid-
ed to come to the United States, taking advantage of 
a resettlement program sponsored by the U.S. State 
Department.

“There were some in Iraq who thought that anyone 
who worked with American troops was a spy. It was 
dangerous for all of us there,” Ahmed said. “Faced 
with the choice between life and death, I chose safety 
and America.”

Upon arriving in the United States, Ahmed spent a 
couple of months in Washington, D.C., before arriv-
ing in Oklahoma. In the beginning, his transition to 
American life was diffi cult for the young man, who left 
everything and everyone behind in Iraq. With Catholic 
Charities’ help, Ahmed located the services he needed 
and found a job. In fact, he credits Catholic Charities’ 
Job Developer Serena Greenwell, Case Manager Sa-
har Aldurobi and Refugee Driver David Mberwa with 
helping him gain employment and get acclimated to 
his new home.

“The staff at Catholic Charities has been very help-
ful and protective of me since I arrived,” Ahmed said. 
“It’s so comforting to know I will always have a helping 
hand and good friends in my new country, thanks to 
Catholic Charities.”

Now, nine months after arriving in Oklahoma, he 

is ready to take the next step in his education, and 
plans to attend the University of Oklahoma to earn 
his master’s in international studies. After graduation, 
he hopes to bridge cultural gaps as a diplomat for the 
State Department.

Along with assisting refuges like Ahmed, Catholic 
Charities also helps displaced people from other coun-
tries, where war and religious or political persecution 
is prevalent. Financial assistance for the program is 
provided through grants offered by the U.S. Health 
and Human Services’ Offi ce of Refugee Resettlement.

Established in1975, the Refugee Resettlement 
program has operated as an affi liate of the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops’ Migration and Refugee 
Services (USCCB/MRS). In 2014, an estimated 170 
individuals will be resettled through Catholic Charities 
with additional services offered to secondary migrants. 
The program assists refugees for up to eight months 
after arrival to ensure safety, stability, self-suffi ciency 
and integration into their new community.

For information on how to assist or volunteer in 
Refugee Resettlement, visit http://www.catholicchari-
tiesok.org/Refugee.

Advocacy, Outreach and Legal Services: 
Refugee Resettlement

Social service assistance for all refugees, in 
collaboration with the U.S. Department of State 
and Oklahoma Department of Human Services, 
to support them in navigating the governmental 
process of resettlement. Social services includ-
ing housing set-up and case management are 
offered to help refugees become self-suffi cient 
and adjust to life in the United States. Assis-
tance accessing community resources such as 
English as a Second Language classes, health 
screenings and job orientation is also available.

A girl fi lls a container with muddy water in the Ajuong Thok Refugee 
Camp in South Sudan. (CNS photo/Paul Jeffrey) 
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Envíe a: Colecta Anual de Caridades Católicas
1501 N. Classen Blvd.

Oklahoma City, OK 73106

Mail to: Catholic Charities Annual Appeal
1501 N. Classen Blvd.

Oklahoma City, OK 73106

The Little Oratory: A Beginner’s Guide to Praying in the Home

David Clayton and Leila Marie Lawler’s 
“The Little Oratory: A Beginner’s Guide to 
Praying in the Home” (Sophia Institute Press, 
$19.95) is an indispensible, comprehen-
sive guide to prayer for the laity — but it 
is also a meditation on the home itself, the 
importance of order and the cyclical nature 
of time. Beautifully and accessibly written, 
the book is an essential resource for every 
household.

 The book centers on extending the source 
and summit of Christian life – the Mass – 
into daily life through praying the Liturgy of 
the Hours in the home, with suggestions for 
prayer in community and prayer at work. 
They write, “we found the truth of Jesus’ 
precept that the Christian life comes down to 
two things: love of God and love of neighbor 
(Matt. 22:37-39). At the center of the fi rst is 
our worship at Mass; the center of the sec-
ond is built in the home and radiates out-
ward.” 

Given the importance of the home, the au-
thors begin by discussing the ordinary parts 
of the home: shelves, toys, bedrooms and 
orderliness. These seemingly mundane as-
pects of family life educate children in beau-
ty. They write, “The recognition of beauty 

moves us to love what we see. We are drawn 
to it and then beyond its source, God. To be 
educated in beauty from an early age — with 
that education of love that the home offers 
— tends to incline us to serve God and our 
fellow man with love.”

The book’s illustrations by Dierdre M. 
Folley and full-color icons embody beauty, 
while the authors detail principles of design 
leave room for personal preference. Beauty is 

pluralistic, like it is in the natural world. The 
created world, “the pattern of heaven refl ect-
ed in the cosmos” educates us in the way of 
beauty as do the old masters.

Beauty should infuse the home in general 
and a space for prayer, in particular. This 
space for prayer, or oratory as it is called in 
the catechism, may be a small corner or a 
home altar, but it is “a place for those things 
that fl oat around your hosue — the odd stat-
ue, the prayer cards, the icons, the rosaries. 
Gathering them into one place, you will fi nd 
that they become more than the sum of their 
parts. They no longer are just things to look 
at; they become a shrine.” 

After a detailed discussion of how to make 
a little oratory, the authors outline prayers 
and devotions that a family may take up — 
emphasizing that these are suggestions that 
will fi t differently into the life of each family. 
They encourage families to start by adding 
one or two more moments of prayer into the 
day and then see how that fi ts into the life of 
the family as a whole. 

The book, which can be read cover-to-cov-
er, or picked up and dipped into one section 
at a time, would benefi t those who would like 
to deepen the prayer life of their family as 
well as those who would like to begin. It is 
essential resource for every Catholic home.

Anamaria Scaperlanda Biddick is a free-
lance writer in Oklahoma City. 

By Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick
For the Sooner Catholic
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Holy Hour to avert the Satanic “mass”
A homily on John 6:51-58: 

Editors note: This homily was 
given on Aug. 21, 2014.

Archbishop Coakley has called 
upon all Catholics in the Arch-
diocese to publicly manifest our 
faith in the Holy Eucharist and 
in the power of prayer to avert 
evil. We are to give witness to the 
faith received from Jesus’ own lips 
and passed on from the apostles 
to every age of the Church. This 
faith tells us that Jesus offers 
his entire self in sacrifi ce for our 
salvation and makes that gift of 
Himself available as food in the 
Holy Eucharist.  Thus our ancient 
faith remains the same today: that 
the bread and wine used at Holy 
Mass and consecrated by a valid-
ly ordained priest who shares the 
power given by Christ, becomes the 
true Body, Blood, Soul, and Divin-
ity of Jesus. Thus, while Mass be-
gins with mere bread and wine, at 
the consecration we no longer have 
the substance of bread and wine 
but instead the Body and Blood of 
Jesus, which he said is true food 
and true drink.

The Archbishop has also asked 
us to give witness to the impor-
tance and the power of prayer. 
In this parish, we began observ-
ing a parish novena invoking the 
powerful intercession of Mary in 
preparation for tomorrow’s feast of 
the Queenship of Mary. A novena 
is a nine-day period of prayer for 
some special petition or need. It 
is generally hoped that after this 
nine-day period a special grace will 
be obtained. On this our ninth and 
fi nal day of our parish novena I 
have some outstanding news. This 
afternoon the organizer of the sa-
tanic event returned the consecrat-
ed Host in his possession to the 
archdiocese and signed a sworn 
affi davit that he does not have any 
other Hosts in his possession and 
that, should his ceremony go for-
ward, no Host will be used. Praised 

be Jesus Christ!  Praised be his 
victory over Satan!  And honor 
be given to Holy Mary the Queen 
of Heaven and earth and to St. 
Michael the Archangel for this very 
happy development!

Yesterday the Archbishop fi led a 
lawsuit against the satanic group. 
The legal argument presented was 
that for Satanists to accomplish 
their ceremony they must have 
a Host consecrated by a validly 
ordained priest of the Catholic 
Church. The Holy Eucharist is 
our most sacred gift and it is not 
merely handed out like some fl yer. 
Thus, Satanists must obtain a 
Host illegally as we would never 
give them the Holy Eucharist. The 
bottom line is that the lawsuit 
demanded the return of Catholic 
property to the Catholic Church.  
Today the satanic group complied.

This morning before today’s 
happy news I was reading the 
news story about the lawsuit in the 
Oklahoman. It read like a homily 
on the Holy Eucharist or a Catholic 
catechism, accu-
rately explaining 
that Catholic faith 
is that the bread 
and wine, once 
consecrated by a 
validly ordained 
priest, become the 
presence of Je-
sus Christ. It was 
amazing to read 
that in a secular 
paper. To think 
that many thou-
sands of people 
were getting an instruction about 
our faith over their morning coffee 
was incredible. And perhaps there 
is at least the chance that some 
Catholics got an education in their 
own faith by reading that we do in 
fact believe what Jesus said: His 
Flesh is true food and his Blood is 
true drink. What we have in our 
midst is the very presence of God 
who saves us!

It struck me however that at 
least one group out there already 
knew what the paper reported 
about the Host. And I’m not refer-

ring to the well-educated and well-
formed Catholics who know their 
faith. I’m speaking of the Satanists. 
As I mentioned in my homily two 
weekends ago, and meaning no 
disrespect to our non-Catholic 
brothers and sisters in Christ: 

Satanists need 
a Catholic Host.  
And this ought to 
tell us something 
important. They do 
not worship Satan 
by means of what 
might be called 
a Satanic “Bible 
Service.” No, they 
call their worship 
a satanic “mass” 
because they are 
nothing without 
the Church Jesus 

himself established and without 
the true presence of Jesus in the 
Holy Eucharist, which they dese-
crate. You see, the Satanists know 
that once they obtain a Host, they 
are not simply desecrating bread 
and thereby only symbolically des-
ecrating the Lord Jesus. No, they 
know what you and I must know 
and what was accurately described 
in today’s newspaper: When they 
get a Host they have the true Body, 
Blood, Soul, and Divinity Jesus 
Christ! They worship the Prince 
of Darkness by defi ling and dese-
crating the Real Presence of Jesus, 
which is the Holy Eucharist.

They know what the Holy Eucha-
rist is. We Catholics must know 
what the Holy Eucharist is.  So 
if we have the same knowledge 
as they do, what sets the “well-
formed” Satanist apart from the 
well-formed Catholic? A key differ-
ence is this: Satanists know that 
God is present in what appears to 
be bread, a Host, and they refuse 
to conform their lives to it and to 
Jesus’ sacrifi ce. You and I must 
conform our lives to Jesus if we are 
authentic Christians in any mean-
ingful sense.  That’s the difference. 
If Jesus has come to show us the 
way to the Father and to call us to 
life with him then we must be more 
interested in his presence in our 
midst than we are about power, 
money, fame, success, entertain-
ment, social media, etc. If Jesus 
has left his saving teaching to his 

very Church then we must live in 
the freedom of God by rejoicing 
that we have the sheepfold of the 
Church to lead and protect us. 
We must want to live within this 
Church.  We must trust that Jesus 
leads us through the Pope and 
the bishops in union with him. 
The parish is where we come to be 
transformed and saved. It is not 
primarily a place to make us feel 
accomplished and good because 
we do respectable religious stuff.  
No, we come here to be saved and 
to grow in Jesus. If Jesus calls us 
away from death and to new life 
then we must conform our lives to 
his moral teaching and be serious 
about calling sin ‘sin’ for it brings 
death. If Jesus has given us the 
ability to live in communion with 
him then we must entrust our 
souls to the full sacramental life, 
practicing all the sacraments that 
we should in order to advance in 
holiness.

Brothers and sisters, this is 
what unconverted Satanists will 
not do even though they have the 
knowledge of what we have at Holy 
Mass, in our Tabernacles, and on 
our altars. You and I must bear 
witness to a knowledge about the 
Holy Eucharist that moves beyond 
the head and into our hearts so 
that we are more conformed to the 
entirety of Jesus’ life. We do not 
know whether Satanists will still 
do some dark ceremony and invite 
evil into our community. We can 
rejoice that the worst sacrilege 
possible has been avoided with the 
return of the Sacred Host. But we 
cannot let down our guard. Jesus 
wants his entire Body – the Body 
that you and I are by belonging to 
the Church – to testify to his pres-
ence in the world. Thus, when we 
are in the state of grace we feed on 
the Sacred Body of the Lord so that 
we can be more fully alive as the 
Body that is the Church. I pledge 
to you that we will not let down our 
guard. We will carry forward our 
plans in the coming weeks to hon-
or the Lord Jesus in this commu-
nity where others had planned a 
most vile disgrace. We will contin-
ue to be the Body of Christ living 
and effective in this world. And we 
will seek to do so always the more 
faithfully.

Fr. Stephen Hamilton at 2014 Palm Sunday Mass at St. Monica parish in Edmond were he is the 
pastor. Photo provided.

“His Flesh is 
true food and 
his Blood is true 
drink. What we 
have in our midst 
is the very 
presence of God 
who saves us!”

By Father Stephen Hamilton
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

El miércoles 3 de septiembre tuve el privile-
gio de presentar el Positio sobre el Siervo de 
Dios, Padre Stanley Rother, al Prefecto de la 
Congregación para las Causas de los Santos 
en Roma. El Positio es el resumen de toda la 
investigación histórica y el testimonio que 
fueron laboriosamente reunidos para exam-
inar el curso de la vida y la heroica muerte 
del Padre Rother mientras se desempeñaba 
como párroco de la misión de Oklahoma en 
Guatemala.
El Positio será estudiado por los miembros 
de la Congregación, que luego recomendarán 
al Santo Padre si el Padre Rother puede ser 
justamente honrado como mártir de la fe. Este 
es un paso muy importante en el proceso, que 
esperamos conduzca hacia la beatifi cación y 
canonización del Padre Rother. Estoy incluy-
endo el texto de mi carta al Cardenal Amato 
que acompañó el Positio en su presentación 
formal. ¡Por favor, continúen recordando esta 
importante intención en sus oraciones!

***
29 de agosto 2014 

La Pasión de San Juan Bautista

Su Eminencia
Angelo Cardinal Amato, S.D.B., Prefecto
Congregación para las Causas de Santos
00120 Ciudad del Vaticano
EUROPA

Su Eminencia,

¡Alabado sea Jesucristo!  
Es mi privilegio presentar a Su Eminencia 

y a los distinguidos miembros de la Con-
gregación para las Causas de los Santos este 
Positio concerniente al Siervo de Dios, Padre 
Stanley Francis Rother, un sacerdote de la 
Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City (EE.UU.), que 
en la forma del Buen Pastor dio su vida por el 
Evangelio y por sus feligreses mientras servía 
en la parroquia de Santiago Atitlán en el 
Diócesis de Sololá-Chimaltenango (Guatema-
la) el 28 de julio de 1981. Creemos fi rmemente 
que el Padre Rother murió como un mártir 
por la fe y presentamos su causa a su juicio, 
con la esperanza de que la Iglesia reconozca 
la naturaleza heroica de su muerte y lo ab-
race como un mártir para la gloria de Dios y 
para el benefi cio de la Iglesia universal.
En 1981 recibí la noticia de la muerte heroi-
ca del Padre Rother siendo aún seminarista 
en su alma mater, Seminario del Monte de 
Santa Maria en Emmitsburg, Maryland (EE.
UU.). Desde ese momento hasta el día de hoy, 
el testimonio de su vida y muerte ha sido una 
fuente de aliento e inspiración para mí como 
seminarista, sacerdote y ahora como obispo. 
Considero que es un gran regalo de la Divina 
Providencia que se me confíe la supervisión 
de la continuación del proceso de su causa de 
beatifi cación y canonización iniciado por mi 
predecesor, el Arzobispo Eusebio J. Beltrán.
En este momento de la historia de la Igle-
sia Católica en Estados Unidos necesitamos 
modelos sacerdotales de santidad y testigos 
heroicos de la caridad pastoral. A raíz del 
escándalo de abusos sexuales del clero reci-
ente, que ha causado tanta devastación en la 
Iglesia y en la sociedad, el reconocimiento de 
este generoso párroco con su sencillo estilo de  

vida y la mane-
ra heroica de 
su muerte sería 
una tremenda 
inspiración para 
los sacerdotes y 
fi eles por igual 
en los Estados 
Unidos y alrede-
dor del mundo.
Aquí, en Okla-
homa, donde los 
católicos son una pequeña minoría, que com-
prende sólo el 4-6 por ciento de la población, 
el impacto de la declaración de martirio, 
beatifi cación y subsecuente canonización del 
Padre Rother sería un impulso espiritual 
poderoso y efectivo en nuestros esfuerzos en la 
Nueva Evangelización.
Asimismo, en Guatemala, donde la Iglesia ha 
sufrido amargamente durante las últimas 
décadas, en medio de la lucha social, una 
sentencia favorable del martirio y posterior 
decreto de beatifi cación del Padre Rother 
afi rmaría a tantos miembros sufrientes de los 
fi eles que ya estiman al Padre Rother (Padre 
Apla’s ) como su mártir y santo.
Pido humildemente que usted vea favorable-
mente nuestra petición para la gloria de Dios 
y el bien de la Iglesia universal. Confi ando 
esta causa a su juicio y a la intercesión de 
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, Estrella de la 
Nueva Evangelización, quedo
Fraternalmente suyo en Cristo,

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Positio sobre el martirio del Padre Rother 

Carta del director ejecutivo
Estimados Amigos de Caridades Católicas,
¡Qué increíble año! Sus Caridades Católicas, por 

su generosidad, como parte de nuestra Campaña 
Anual, fue capaz de responder inmediatamente 
a las necesidades de nuestro estado. Seguimos 
totalmente comprometidos con la respuesta a los 
devastadores tornados de mayo 2013. De hecho, 
800 de las más de 2.400 familias que se sirven 
a través de nuestra asociación en el Proyecto de 
Recuperación de Desastres en Oklahoma han sido 
asistidos por personal de Caridades Católicas. 
También estamos ayudando a los que más recien-
temente fueron afectados por incendios forestales 
cerca de Guthrie. Sus Caridades Católicas fue la 
única organización sin fi nes de lucro en el Estado 
que se le dio acceso a los menores inmigrantes 
no acompañados alojados recientemente en Fort 
Sill, donde nuestro equipo de servicios legales se 
reunió con más de 600 niños para reunir cada 
historia para su consideración por el proceso legal 
que experimentarán. Aunque los temas de política 
nacional son complejos y su camino futuro in-
cierto, fue un privilegio y honor el conocer a estos 
niños donde estaban. A menudo, nuestro personal 
legal fue el primero en conocer la historia comple-
ta de los peligros de su país de origen, su viaje y 
su experiencia desde que llegaron a los Estados 
Unidos. Una increíble combinación de desasosiego 
y esperanza. 

Sin embargo, todos los demás programas de 
sus Caridades Católicas continuaron sin cesar, 
desde Asesoría para el Embarazo, Adopción, 
Viviendas para Personas Mayores, Servicios a los 
Desamparados, la apertura de un nuevo Centro 
de Desarrollo Santuario de la Mujer en Norman, 
Consejería de San José y mucho, mucho más. 
Sus Caridades Católicas se han extendido para 
satisfacer las necesidades de todo el Centro y 
Occidente de Oklahoma, el envío de consejeros a 
ocho parroquias adicionales, y el uso de nuestros 
puntos de presencia regional en Clinton, Enid, 
Guymon y Lawton como centros de servicio a sus 
comunidades de los alrededores. ¡Nuestra ofi cina 

en Lawton, por ejemplo, sirve 
a clientes de once condados 
diferentes en el Suroeste de 
Oklahoma! Estamos fi nalizan-
do los planes para abrir un 
nuevo servicio de ubicación 
regional en colaboración con la 
Iglesia Católica de Santa Maria 
en Ardmore en enero 2015.

Es sólo a través de su apoyo 
a esta Campaña Anual que 
podemos servir en el Santo 
Nombre de Cristo a través de estos programas. 
Estamos sinceramente agradecidos por su apoyo 
a la Campaña Anual, meditamos mucho sobre 
la manera que elegimos para buscar apoyo para 
nuestra Campaña Capital Crossbeams para 
nuevas instalaciones de los principales servicios 
de Caridades Católicas, de los cuales $ 8.9M se 
han recaudado de nuestra meta de $ 9.5M. ¡Su 
generoso apoyo a la Campaña es absolutamente 
crítico para nuestra operación diaria! Sus Cari-
dades Católicas ha tenido varios reconocimientos; 
reconocido por el periódico Oklahoman como la 
mejor Elección del Lector de servicios sin fi nes de 
lucro; reconocido por el Centro de Oklahoma para 
Organizaciones no Lucrativas como el mejor servi-
cio a la comunidad sin fi nes de lucro en el Estado; 
y más recientemente reconocido por el Journal 
Record como uno de sus “Programas Marcando la 
Diferencia.” Su equipo está haciendo un gran tra-
bajo, haciendo una diferencia positiva en las vidas 
de más de 18.000 de sus compatriotas de Oklaho-
ma. Gracias por su maravilloso apoyo. Por favor, 
sepan que ustedes están en nuestras oraciones 
mientras hacemos nuestro mejor esfuerzo para 
Servir con amor.

Atentamente, 

Patrick J. Raglow 
Director Ejecutivo de Caridades Católicas

Patrick J. Raglow
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Cafarnaúm, El Pueblo de Jesús 
Siguiendo los Pasos de Jesucristo en la Tierra Santa

Las Sagradas Escrituras nos menciona a 
menudo el pueblo de Cafarnaúm.

El capítulo dos del Evangelio de Marcos 
comienza con estas palabras:

Tiempo después, Jesús volvió a Cafarnaúm. 
Apenas corrió la noticia de que estaba en casa, 
se reunió tanta gente que no quedaba sitio 
ni siquiera a la puerta. Y mientras Jesús les 
anunciaba la Palabra, cuatro hombres le traje-
ron un paralítico que llevaban tendido en una 
camilla…

 La tradición nos dice que Jesus vivió en 
este pueblito y aquí participaba en la vida 
de la sinagoga. Este pueblo se dedicaba a la 
pesca y la agricultura a las orillas del Mar de 
Galilea.

Una de las predicaciones más famosas de 
Nuestro Señor Jesucristo fue el que aparece 
en el Evangelio de Juan. El fi nal del capítulo 
seis de este evangelio nos dice lo siguiente: 

Yo soy el pan de vida. Sus antepasados 
comieron el maná en el desierto, pero murieron: 
aquí tienen el pan que baja del cielo, para que 
lo coman y ya no mueran. Yo soy el pan vivo 
que ha bajado del cielo. El que coma de este 
pan vivirá para siempre. El pan que yo daré 
es mi carne, y lo daré para la vida del mundo.» 
Los judíos discutían entre sí: «¿Cómo puede 
éste darnos a comer carne?» Jesús les dijo: 
«En verdad les digo que si no comen la carne 
del Hijo del Hombre y no beben su sangre, no 
tienen vida en ustedes. El que come mi carne 
y bebe mi sangre vive de vida eterna, y yo lo 
resucitaré el último día. Mi carne es verdadera 
comida y mi sangre es verdadera bebida. El 
que come mi carne y bebe mi sangre perman-
ece en mí y yo en él. Como el Padre, que es 
vida, me envió y yo vivo por el Padre, así quien 
me come vivirá por mí. Este es el pan que ha 

bajado del cielo. Pero no como el de vuestros 
antepasados, que comieron y después muri-
eron. El que coma este pan vivirá para siempre. 
Así habló Jesús en Cafarnaúm enseñando en 
la sinagoga.

Esa sinagoga original donde Jesús habló por 
primera vez de el Pan de Vida, la Eucaristía,  
desapareció pero sobre sus cimientos se con-
struyó otra sinagoga de la cual todavía quedan 
algunas ruinas que tuve la oportunidad de 
visitar al llegar a Cafarnaúm. 

Las ruinas de la sinagoga son del siglo III fue 
construida casi exclusivamente con bloques 
blancos. Debajo del piso de la sinagoga que 
queda hoy día se encuentra aun el piso de la 
sinagoga anterior.

La sinagoga tiene cuatro partes: sala de 
oración, patio oriental, balaustrada meridio-
nal y un cuarto aparte, cuyo uso no es claro. 
De la sinagoga antigua se han conservado 
dos inscripciones, una en griego y la otra en 

arameo, que recuerdan a los bienhechores que 
aportaron dinero para la construcción de la 
sinagoga.

Traté de caminar por las ruinas de la sin-
agoga para imaginarme como sería el día del 
gran discurso del Pan de Vida. Me pregunté 
si había olor a pan fresco haciéndose en las 
casas vecinas durante el discurso y si se podía 
escuchar las olas del mar mientras Jesús 
hablaba. Traté de ponerme en el lugar del 
gran discurso del Señor.

Al fi nal de mi ratito en las ruinas de la sin-
agoga fui caminando a pocos metros y lle-
gué a la casa de Pedro. Construida sobre las 
ruinas de la casa del pescador y primero de 
los apóstoles hay hoy día una Iglesia. Entré 
y visité al Pan de Vida, Cristo presente en el 
Santísimo Sacramento del altar. 

Del sermón del Pan de Vida a la visita de 
Cristo en el Sagrario. Fue una hermosa tarde 
en Cafarnaúm. 

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

Las ruinas de la sinagoga en Cafarnaúm son del siglo III. Foto por Pedro Moreno.

Aparten la fecha
El 27 de septiembre se celebrará una Misa Roja 

a las 5 p.m. en la Catedral de Nuestra Señora del 
Perpetuo Socorro, de Oklahoma City. Presidirá el 
Arzobispo Coakley. Habrá una recepción después 
del evento. En los Estados Unidos, una Misa Roja 
se celebrada para jueces, abogados y funcionarios 
del gobierno. (La Misa Roja toma su nombre de los 
ornamentos rojos utilizados en la Misa.) La Misa es-
tará dedicada a la búsqueda de la guía del Espíritu 
Santo para todos aquellos que buscan la justicia y 
ofrece la oportunidad de refl exionar sobre lo que los 
Católicos creen que es la responsabilidad de todos 
en la profesión legal.

Gran retiro de evangelización familiar
Holy Family Church en Lawton presenta 

“Búsqueda de Dios en la familia”, el sábado 13 de 
septiembre de 8:30 a.m. a 5 p.m. en el gimnasio 
de la iglesia. Predicadores invitados son Edmundo 
Gracias desde Guatemala y el Padre Nerio Espino-
za. Para más información, llame a Marcos Ibarra a 
(580) 458-8737.

40 Días por la Vida
La próxima campaña nacional  de oración para 

terminar con el aborto “40 Días por la Vida” está 
programada para el 24 de septiembre hasta el 2 de 
noviembre, 2014. Esto es un proyecto de la comu-
nidad para proteger la vida.

La vigilia de 24 horas tomará lugar en las ban-
quetas enfrente de la Clínica Outpatient Services 
For Women localizada en 6112 NW 63rd en Okla-
homa City. Para más información, contactar a 
Debby Krisch (405) 824-5578, dmkrisch@hotmail.
com o Karen Kenworthy (405) 471-9604 or  mauik-
mk311@gmail.com. 

En breve Dar testimonio de Cristo en todo aspecto de vida

Seosan, Corea del Sur — El papa Francis-
co le dijo a líderes católicos asiáticos jóvenes 
que dieran testimonio de Cristo en todo lo que 
hacen.

Durante su homilía en los fangosos predios 
de la Fortaleza de Haemi, el papa Francisco 
instó a más de 40,000 personas, incluyendo 
líderes católicos jóvenes de 22 países asiáticos, 
a “refl ejar el amor de Dios”. Él les recordó que 
es su “derecho y deber participar en la vida de 
(sus) sociedades”.

“No teman llevar la sabiduría de la fe a todos 
los aspectos de la vida social”, dijo el pontífi ce. 
Él también los instó a discernir “qué es incom-
patible con su credo católico ... y cuáles aspec-
tos de la cultura contemporánea son pecamin-
osos, corruptos y llevan a la muerte”.

Los jóvenes siempre están escogiendo sus 
vidas sociales por encima de otras cosas y esto 
les complica “crecer en su fe también”, dijo 
Montira Hokjareon, coordinadora juvenil de la 
Diócesis de Udon Thani, Tailandia. Ella dijo 
que es especialmente difícil para los jóvenes 
católicos tailandeses practicar su credo en un 
país predominantemente budista donde menos 
de la mitad del 1 por ciento de la población es 
católico.

Hokjaroen, de 34 años de edad, fue una 
de los 20 participantes que almorzaron con 
el papa Francisco el 15 de agosto. Ella dijo a 
Catholic News Service que fue bueno que él le 
diera un empujoncito a los líderes juveniles a 
evangelizar “porque creo que la gente apren-
derá (sobre) Jesús a través de nosotros”.

El papa Francisco enfatizó el tema de la re-

unión de este año: “Juventud asiática, despier-
ta, la gloria de los mártires brilla en ti”.

“No es bueno cuando veo jóvenes que du-
ermen”, dijo el pontífi ce. “No. ¡Despierten! 
¡Vayan! ¡Vayan!”

La Fortaleza de Haemi fue donde miles 
de católicos fueron asesinados durante un 
período de 100 años durante los siglos 18 y 
19. Durante el centenario de 1700 los laicos 
formaron la iglesia basados en escritos católi-
cos que recibían de China. Los fundadores 
originales prometieron lealtad a Dios antes que 
al rey coreano, lo cual era socialmente inacept-
able. El gobierno los persiguió por realizar ritos 
y bautizos católicos, matando a 10,000 fi eles 
durante el centenario que comenzó en 1791.

El día anterior a la Misa de clausura, el papa 
Francisco beatifi có a 124 de los fundadores de 
la Iglesia Católica de Corea, moviéndolos un 
paso más cerca de la santidad.

Las tres características que el papa identifi có 
para la iglesia de Asia son “más santa, más 
misionera y más humilde”, él dijo. “Esas son 
palabras que llevaré conmigo y también con mi 
trabajo en la iglesia”.

“Como jóvenes cristianos, ya sea como tra-
bajadores o estudiantes, hayan comenzado 
una carrera o hayan respondido al llamado al 
matrimonio, a la vida religiosa o al sacerdocio, 
ustedes no son solamente parte del futuro de 
la iglesia, usted son también una parte nece-
saria y querida del presente de la iglesia”, dijo 
el papa.

Él le dijo a los jóvenes asiáticos que con-
struyeran “una iglesia que ame y le rinda culto 
a Dios procurando servir a los pobres, a los 
solitarios, a los enfermos y a los marginados”.

Por Simone Orendain 
Catholic News Service 
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Briefs
RCYC “Striving and Thriving”

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City is hosting 
the 2014 Region 10 Catholic Youth Conference 
Nov. 21 - Nov. 23. More than 1,000 teenagers 
from Arkansas, Texas and Oklahoma will meet 
in downtown Oklahoma City to celebrate the 
Catholic faith. Speakers include Leah Darrow, 
Jackie Francois, Ben Barresi and emcee Ben 
Walther. With live music, workshops and a 
Eucharistic Procession to the OKC Memorial, 
this will be an unforgettable weekend. The fi rst 
deadline is Sept. 26. Sign up now with your 
parish youth leader or call the Offi ce of Youth 
and Young Adults at (405) 721-9220. More 
information is available at http://archokc.org/
youth-and-young-adult-offi ce/conferences.

State conference on domestic violence
Domestic/Sexual Violence & Stalking Part-

nership Conference will be Sept. 24-25 at the 
Embassy Suites Hotel in Norman. The Offi ce 
of Family Life and the Safe Environment Of-
fi ce are sponsoring this event. Father Kenneth 
Schmidt will present: “Understanding Victims 
of Domestic & Sexual Violence under the Faith 
Track.” This seminar will qualify for CPUs and 

continuing education credit. Register at 
www.regonline.com/partnersforchange2014. 
Cost: $100 until Sept. 23.

OCU to host Distinguished Speaker Edelman
Oklahoma City University’s next “Distin-

guished Speaker” is Marian Wright Edelman. 
She will speak at the Freede Center at 7:30 
p.m. on Sept. 24. For more information, visit 
www.okcu.edu/speakers.

Saint Benedict carnival and bazaar
Saint Benedict Catholic Church invites all to 

attend their Annual Fundraiser Carnival and 
Bazaar on Saturday, Sept. 27. Saint Benedict 
Church is located at 632 N Kickapoo in Shaw-
nee. (Take exit 185 off of I-40 and go south 3 
miles.) The Granny’s Attic garage sale and the 
pancake breakfast begin at 8 a.m. The silent 
auction, arts and crafts booth, game booths, 
infl atables, bake sale, food booths and enter-
tainment will be 10 a.m.-7 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call the Church at (405) 275-0001.

Saint John Nepomuk to hold Czech Mass
Saint John Nepomuk Catholic Church in 

Yukon will honor people of Czech descent with 
a special Mass at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, Sept. 
28.  After Mass, the Altar Society of Saint John 
will host a reception in Marian Hall to honor 
our Czech heritage and the patron Saint John 
Nepomuk for which the parish is named. Ko-
lache (a traditional Czech pastry) will be sold at 
$12 per dozen at the reception.

Monte Carlo Night to support Bishop John 
Carroll School

Bishop John Carroll School will be hosting 
a Monte Carlo Night fundraiser on Saturday, 
Nov. 1, in the Connor Center at the Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. The evening will 
begin with Hors d’oeuvres, a wine and beer 
reception and a silent auction at 6:30 p.m. The 
Epiphany Men’s Club will set up a gaming pit 
complete with craps, roulette and blackjack 
tables, which open at 7 p.m. The evening will 
feature live music by The Spencer Troy Band. 
Tickets are $50 in advance and $70 at the 
door. For tickets, contact Stephanie Younge at 
bjcsfundraiser@gmail.com or (405) 361-1227. 
Sponsorships are available. This is an adult 
event.

The Catholic Foundation

cornerstone
Donor Advised Funds 

   Would you like to make a gift today that 
would enable you and your loved ones to 
make charitable gifts in the future? When 
you make a gift to the Catholic Founda-
tion of cash or, in many cases, other assets 
that are highly appreciated in value, we 
take your tax deductible contribution and 
establish a special account in your name 
called a Donor Advised Fund. Your ac-
count is invested to grow over time, per-
mitting you to recommend annual gifts to 
your favorite Catholic or other non-profi t 
charities. A Donor Advised Fund is like 
having your own foundation. The fund is 
invested for growth, which permits you to 
make annual gifts of income and principle 
while you are alive. When you pass, your 
children, or other successor advisors that 
you choose, may make recommendations 
for distributions from the fund for years to 
come. For more information about creat-
ing a Donor Advised Fund at the Catholic 
Foundation, contact our offi ce.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.
P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123

(405)721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in Your Estate Plans

We continue to receive phone 
calls, notes and letters from 
listeners expressing their joy 
at fi nd Catholic Radio on the 
air in Oklahoma. If the New 
Evangelization is to bring the 
good news of Jesus Christ to 
others, then Oklahoma Catho-
lic Broadcasting is an effective 
tool.

HELP US, PLEASE!! We 
are in desperate need of your 
fi nancial support. The major-
ity of your donations are still 
one-time gifts, but our expens-
es are a monthly occurrence 
and do not include unexpected 
expenses like repairs to equip-
ment. We need $70,000 just to 
bring our expenses up-to-date. 
When we made our previous 
appeal for help and explained 
that we needed $30,000 per 
month (approximately) to meet 
our standard monthly expens-
es, your response was fantas-
tic! Please consider making 
regular monthly donations to 
help us continue our ministry.   

Oklahoma Catholic Broad-
casting is planning the next 
Radiothon for Oct. 28 and 29. 
The Radiothon will air from 8 
a.m. to 7 p.m. We are hoping 
to line up more guests and are 
specifi cally contacting several 
local priests to be on the air 

and be available to answer 
questions. We need volunteers 
(especially someone fl uent in 
Spanish and English) to help 
us answer phones during the 
Radiothon. If you can give 
a few hours of your time on 
either (or both) Oct. 28 or 29, 
e-mail Marlene at mstapp4@
gmail.com or call (405) 255-
7348.

Saint John the Baptist pa-
rishioners in Edmond made 
an outstanding showing when 
OCB President Jeff Finnell 
made a presentation there. 
Many thanks to Father Acker-
man for his support of Catholic 
Radio. If you would like one of 
our board members to make 
a presentation at your parish, 
call (or ask your pastor to call) 
OCB at (405) 255-7348.   

If you are a business own-
er and are interested in being 
recognized in one of our spon-
sor recognition spots, call Sally 
Crowe Nash at (405) 441-3798 
or e-mail sallycrowenash@
gmail.com.  

You also may donate online 
at www.okcatholicbroadcast-
ing.com; click the donate link.  

We have a new address: 
OCB, P.O. Box 1612, Norman, 
OK 73070.  

Are you listening?
By Marlene Stapp

The fourth annual “Playing for the Plaid” golf tour-
nament to support Saint Mary’s in Guthrie was held 
Aug. 23 at Cimarron National. The proceeds from 
this school fundraising event go toward technology 
upgrades. Shaun Blackwell, Robert Berryman, Bra-
den Berryman and Matt Lawe wear the winners’ golf 
jackets. Photo provided.

Playing for the Plaid
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September

Mass and Celebration of 
125th Anniversary of Dedi-
cation of Church of St. Mary, 
Guthrie, 10:30 a.m.

St. Patrick Church Parish 
Carnival, NW 19 and Portland 
Avenue in Oklahoma City, 
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The Secular Franciscan Order 
of St. Claire Fraternity meets 
at 1:15 p.m. the fi rst Sunday 
of the month at St. Thomas 
More Church in Norman in 
the Library. All are welcome. 
For more information, call 
Alice at (405) 473-7680.

Byzantine Divine Liturgy 
will be celebrated by Fr. Phil 
Seeton at St. Mark’s parish in 
Norman at 5:30 p.m.

Catholic War Veterans will 

meet the second Tuesday of 
each month in the commu-
nity room of St. Ann Retire-
ment Center at 7 p.m. For 
more information, contact Fr. 
M. Price Oswalt at (405) 567-
3404.

Catholic War Veterans USA - 
The Oklahoma Memorial Post 
168 will hold their monthly 
meeting at 7 p.m. in the Sun-
nylane Family Reception Cen-
ter, 3900 SE 29 in Del City, 
every second Wednesday. For 
more information, contact 
Ken at (405) 739-0036.

Devotion to The Precious 
Blood Of Jesus. No one who 
is devoted to the Wounds and 
Blood of Jesus can be lost. 
Thursday’s 9 p.m. - 12:30 
a.m. St. James Church, 4201 
S McKinley, Oklahoma City. 
Call Loan at (405) 420-2527 
(Bilingual).

Birth Choice volunteer train-
ing session will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 13 from 
9 a.m. - Noon at the Birth 
Choice Offi ce, 4701 S West-
ern Ave., Oklahoma City. To 
register, call Carrie at (405) 
606-8426.

Golf tournament to support 
Yukon Youth Group at Sur-
rey Hills Golf Club. For more 
information, call Danny Parks 
at (405) 620-1985.

Bereavement Support Minis-
try will begin at St. Paul the 
Apostle parish in Del City in 
the Parish Hall.

Mass for Feast of Our Lady 
of LaVang, Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help at 
11:45 a.m.

Charismatic Healing Mass, 
5:30 p.m. at Immaculate 

Conception Catholic Church, 
3901 SW 29, Oklahoma City. 

Theology on Tap - This event 
is for any young adult ages 
18 (and out of high school) to 
39 years. Speaker will be Fr. 
Phil Seeton. Topic: Eastern 
Church. This will be hosted 
at a new location: the Salt 
Grass Steakhouse, 1445 W 
I-240 Service Rd #1, Okla-
homa City. Dinner at 7 p.m. 
Speaker at 8 p.m.

Holy Cross Church in Madill 
is hosting its inaugural golf 
tournament to support the 
church building fund, held 
at Lake Murray Golf Course 
in Ardmore. All participants 
may sign up by sending a re-
quest with team names: Holy 
Cross Catholic Church P.O. 
Box 791 Madill, OK 73446. 
Deadline for team sign-up is 
Sept. 15.

Job Box
Archdiocesan Administrative 

Assistant
The Archdiocesan Offi ce of 

Ministries is seeking a full-time 
administrative assistant, Monday 
through Friday, with occasional 
evening and weekend responsibil-
ities. The administrative assistant 
provides administrative and cler-
ical support to the Vicar General, 
Vicar for Priests, Chancellor and 

Safe Environment Coordinator.  
Candidates should have a mini-
mum of three years of offi ce expe-
rience. Advanced ability in Micro-
soft Offi ce software and Flocknote 
must be demonstrated. Ability to 
speak and read Spanish is a plus. 

Full-time Secretary
The Business Offi ce of the Arch-

diocese is seeking a full-time 

secretary, Monday through Friday.  
Qualifi ed candidates must be de-
tail-oriented and have previous ex-
perience with Microsoft Excel and 
Word. Submit resumes to David 
Johnson at djohnson@archokc.org.

Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Saint Eugene Church is seeking 

a faith-fi lled, enthusiastic indi-

vidual to serve as Parish Coordi-
nator of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministry. The position is full-time. 
The Coordinator will minister to 
middle school youth, high school 
youth and young adults. Require-
ments include a Bachelor’s degree 
or equivalent. Must be bilingual 
in English/Spanish. Send resume 
and references to  ymsearchteam@
outlook.com by Sept. 23.
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A Medieval Abbey in Cherokee County

A few hours’ drive from Oklahoma City, there 
is a special place that seems centuries away.

Our Lady of the Annunciation of Clear Creek 
Abbey, a Benedictine monastery in Cherokee 
County, is like a medieval abbey in rugged, 
rural Oklahoma.

While culturally unique to the area, Clear 
Creek Abbey is a good fi t for its rural setting. 
The abbey’s original neighbors are Protestants 
who share the monks’ values of prayer and 
work.

Since arriving 15 years ago this month, many 
Catholic families have moved to the area from 
across the nation and bought property in the 
area in order to be close to the monastery. One 
of those families has a business that makes 
textbooks that are used throughout the United 
States for home schooled students.

In 1999, Clear Creek monastery was founded 
by 13 monks as a priory of the Abbey of Font-
gombault in France. A priory is a monastery 
that is like a branch of an abbey and is subject 
to an abbey and its abbot elsewhere – In Clear 
Creek’s case, the Abbey of Fontgombault and 
its abbot. In due course, a monastery may be 
elevated from being a priory into becoming an 
abbey with its own abbot.

In 2010, Clear Creek became an abbey with 
Father Philip Anderson becoming the fi rst ab-
bot.  Today, Clear Creek Abbey has 40 monks. 
Men have come to join it from all over the Unit-
ed States and the world, and most of them are 
young.

Abbot Anderson is from Kansas and went 
through the same humanities program at the 
University of Kansas known as the Pearson 

Integrated 
Humanities 
program as 
Archbishop 
Coakley. 

For Abbot 
Anderson, it 
was responsi-
ble, along with 
God’s grace, 
for his conver-
sion to Cathol-
icism and his 

decision to enter the monastic life. The Pearson 
program was responsible for many other con-
versions as well as vocations to the religious 
life. Seven of the 13 monks who founded Clear 
Creek had been in the program at KU. 

It was so successful with conversions to 
Catholicism that the KU administration shut it 
down in the late 1970s.

The monks at the abbey celebrate the Mass 
and the Liturgy of the Hours in Latin, accord-
ing to the 1962 Missal. This distinction of us-
ing Latin is a major part of the abbey’s appeal 
to men discerning a monastic vocation. The 
monks are cloistered and strictly contempla-
tive.  Accordingly, they do not work in parishes 
or schools.

The monks make their own clothes and 
shoes, grow their own vegetables, and make 
the best cheese in Oklahoma. Their cheese is 
available for purchase in the gatehouse, which 
is open to the public. 

By Ted King
For the Sooner Catholic

Our Lady of Clear Creek Abbey is a Benedictine monastery located in the diocese of Tulsa. It was founded in 1999 by Notre-Dame 
de Fontgombault, a French Abbey which belongs to the Solesmes Congregation, as does Clear Creek. Photos provided.

Faith is rooted in God - not human approval

VATICAN CITY — Faith is not 
founded upon human wisdom, but 
on the power of God, as made man-
ifest in the Gospel. This was one of 
the main themes of Pope Francis’ 
homily as he resumed daily Mass 
at the Santa Marta residence fol-
lowing the summer holidays.

Addressing the congregation, the 
Pope said that we do not read the 
Gospel simply to learn, but to fi nd 
Jesus. This is “because Jesus is 
truly in His Word, in His Gospel.”

One ought to receive the Word “as 
one receives Christ: that is, with an 
open heart, with a humble heart, 
with the spirit of the Beatitudes, 
because Jesus came in this way, in 
humility. He came in poverty. He 
came with the anointing of the Holy 
Spirit.”

“The Word of God is Jesus,” the 
Pope said, adding that Jesus “is 
a source of scandal. The Cross of 
Christ scandalizes.”

“This is the strength of the Word 
of God: Jesus Christ, the Lord. And 
how must we receive the Word of 
God? As one receives Christ Jesus. 
The Church tells us that Jesus is 
present in Scripture, in His Word.”

Jesus is power, the Holy Father 
said. “He is the Word of God be-
cause He is anointed by the Holy 
Spirit. Also, if we want to listen to 

and receive the Word of God, we 
must pray to the Holy Spirit and 
ask for this anointing of the heart, 
which is the anointing of the Beat-
itudes. Such a heart is the heart of 
the Beatitudes.”

Refl ecting on the fi rst reading of 

the day, Pope Francis cited Saint 
Paul, saying: “But, I did come 
among you to persuade you with 
arguments, with words, or to make 
a good impression … No. I came 
in a different way, with a different 
style. I came to manifest the Spirit 
and His power.”

“Because your faith has not been 
founded upon human wisdom, 
but upon the power of God. So, 

the Word of God is something else, 
something that is not equal to a 
human word, to a wise word, to a 
scientifi c word, to a philosophical 
word ... No: it is something else. It 
comes in a different way.”

This is what happens when Jesus 

comments on the Scriptures in 
the Synagogue at Nazareth, Pope 
Francis said. At fi rst, the people 
of Nazareth admired him for his 
words, but then became angry and 
sought to kill him.

“They went from one side to the 
other,” he continued, “because the 
Word of God is something different 
from the human word.”

The Pope went on to encourage 

the faithful to read the word of God 
daily, even suggesting that they 
purchase a small pocket-sized Gos-
pel to carry with them.

“We would do well today, 
throughout the day, to ask our-
selves: ‘Yet, how do I receive the 
Word of God?’” Do we receive the 
Word of God because the priest 
presents it in a way that is interest-
ing, Pope Francis said, or “simply 
because it is the living Jesus, His 
Word?”

“We would do well (to ask) these 
two questions,” he said. “The Lord 
helps us.”

By Ann Schneible 
CNA/EWTN News 

Photo by Daniel Ibanez/CNA

The Beatitudes
Blessed are the poor in spirit: for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are the meek: for they 
shall possess the land.
Blessed are they who mourn: for 
they shall be comforted.
Blessed are they that hunger 
and thirst after justice: for they 
shall have their fi ll.
Blessed are the merciful: for they 
shall obtain mercy.
Blessed are the clean of heart: 
for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers: for 
they shall be called the children of 
God. 
Blessed are they that suffer per-
secution for justice’ sake, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven.


