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Go Make Disciples

Father Bird celebrates 40 years as priest, liturgical leader

Fred Bird handed his young son a nickel to 
drop into the collection basket before offering 
to help usher at Mass. The nickel quickly fell 
from Stephen Bird’s fingers and flopped under 
the pews, slowing rolling out of sight. He ran 
to his father pulling on his shirt, begging for 
another five cents. His father obliged, and Ste-
phen proudly tossed it in with the envelopes. If 
Fred Bird gave time and money to the Church, 
Stephen Bird wanted to do the same.

It was a pattern that helped shape the char-
acter, faith and pastoral path of Father Ste-
phen Bird, who celebrated his 40th year as a 
priest in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City on 
June 25. 

In the early 1960s, when the Bird fami-
ly moved from Louisiana to Oklahoma, Fred 
Bird – a World War II B-17 navigator – helped 
establish a Boy Scout troop at Saint Charles 
Borromeo in northwest Oklahoma City. Father 
Bird watched as his dad led the troop in prayer 
at weekly meetings and at campouts. He even-
tually earned an Eagle Scout ranking.  

“Not only was he leading me, he was leading 
many other kids too,” Father Bird said.

Father Bird’s interest in the Mass started 
at around the same time he drew thrill from 
Church participation. He would use a plastic 
cup and a piece of bread to “celebrate” Mass at 
home, practicing different aspects of the litur-
gy. The pageantry and order of it all fascinated 
him. It wasn’t until the 8th grade that a teacher 

mentioned the possibility of entering the sem-
inary and becoming a priest. The idea stuck 
with him through his years at Bishop McGuin-
ness Catholic High School, but it didn’t become 
a real option until he attended a retreat at 
what was then the Center for Christian Renew-
al – now the Catholic Pastoral Center.

“My parents were wonderful. They were very 
involved in the Church and told me it was my 
choice.” 

So, Father Bird sent the paperwork to As-
sumption Seminary in San Antonio as well as 
an application to Oklahoma State University as 
a back-up plan. He was accepted to Assump-
tion and earned a bachelor’s degree in math-

ematics from Saint Mary’s University in 1971. 
He was ordained to the priesthood in 1976 at 
The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 
He went on to earn a master’s degree in the-
ology with an emphasis in liturgy from Saint 
John’s University in Minnesota in 1984.

During his first assignment as associate pas-
tor at the cathedral (1976-1981), Father Bird 
was named director of the Office of Worship 
and Spiritual Life for the archdiocese. It is a 
post he has held ever since. He also is pastor 
of Epiphany of the Lord Catholic Church in 
northwest Oklahoma City.  

“I’ve enjoyed every single assignment. Each 
one has been unique,” he said. “I’m doing 
things I love to do and feel blessed to be in this 
position.”

As the head of liturgy for the archdiocese, 
Father Bird has organized or been a part of 
every major event in the diocese since 1979, in-
cluding the installations of Archbishop Charles 
Salatka, Archbishop Eusebius Beltran and 
Archbishop Coakley as well as the ordinations 
of more than 40 priests.

In 2005, he organized the 100th anniversary
continued on page 8

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Deacon Robert Heskamp, Deacon Armando Cruz, a visiting priest, Fr. Bird, Fr. 
Leven and Deacon Richard Fahy. At left, Fr. Bird kneels before the bishop at his 
ordination. Photos archives of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

Mother Teresa of Calcutta will be canonized 
a saint on Sept. 4.

According to the current head of the order 
of the Missionaries of Charity, the number 
of sisters has increased from 3,914 at the 
time of Mother Teresa’s death to 5,161 as of 
Aug. 5. The number of Missionary of Char-
ity brothers has grown by 53 to 416. When 
Mother Teresa was alive, her order was work-
ing in 120 countries; today they are present 
in 139 nations.

She was beatified in 2003 — six years after 
she died. 

The “Canonization of Blessed Mother Teresa 
of Calcutta” will air live from Rome on EWTN 
at 4 a.m. ET, Sunday, Sept. 4, with encores at 
11:30 a.m. ET and 10 p.m. ET.  “EWTN News 
Nightly” Rome Producer Mary Shovlain and 
Msgr. Anthony Figueiredo (Host of the “Let 
Us Love” special on Mother Teresa) will host 
EWTN’s English language coverage.

CNS photo/courtesy Catholic Relief Services.

Catholic Charities 
Annual Appeal

In this issue of the 
Sooner Catholic, 
see how Catholic 
Charities serves the 
people of Oklaho-
ma, no matter their 
background, race or 
religion.

Mother Teresa recognized as saint



On Aug. 10, I set out from Oviedo 
in Spain with my friend and fellow 
pilgrim, Bishop James Wall, to walk 
the ancient Camino Primitivo. Over 
the next 14 days, we would cov-
er 212 miles as we made our way 
toward Compostela. The Camino 
Primitivo is the oldest of the network 
of pilgrim ways that make up the 
Camino de Santiago (Way of Saint 
James), which for the past 1,100 
has carried pilgrims to the tomb 
of Saint James the Greater in the 
cathedral of the city that bears his 
name, Santiago de Compostela. 

In fulfilling his apostolic man-
date to announce the Gospel to all 
nations, Saint James had traveled 
to the end of the known world, all 
the way to Galicia on the Iberian 
Peninsula in what is now Spain. He 
returned to Jerusalem only to be-
come the first of the 12 apostles to 
be martyred for the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Later, his mortal remains 
were carried back to Galicia where 
they were buried, forgotten and 
subsequently rediscovered. During 
the Middle Ages, the pilgrim jour-
ney to Compostela to venerate the 
relics of this son of Zebedee became 
one of the defining elements of the 
notion of Christian Europe and the 
European consciousness. It was 
this experience of pilgrimage, then 
and now, that gave a unique and 
concrete expression to the unity 
of peoples from different nations, 
backgrounds and languages joined 
through a common expression of 
faith.

As we set out on our pilgrim-
age and began to experience the 
breathtaking beauty of the Asturian 
and Galician landscapes with their 
towering mountains and deep green 
valleys, I was struck with a sense of 
gratitude for the opportunity to walk 
this ancient way. It is one of the 
least-traveled of the various Camino 
routes that lead to Santiago.

Consequently, it afforded plenty 
of time for solitude, prayer and just 
enjoying the people we met and 
places that we passed through each 
day. A day or two into the camino, 
I breathed a prayer of praise and 
gratitude to the Lord. It went some-
thing like this: “I am so blessed! All I 
have to do today is walk!”

I was thinking that this was such 
a welcome relief from the ordinary 
pressures and challenges of my dai-
ly life with its administrative, pas-

toral and personal challenges and 
concerns. But, a few more days into 
the camino experience, as the miles 
added up and my knees and feet 
began to feel the effects of just walk-
ing, my reflection and prayer began 
to become more of a complaint! “All 
I have to do today is WALK!” The 
camino is a good teacher. It was 
indeed teaching me important les-
sons. The camino is not only about 
getting to our destination. The 
camino is the destination. The grace 
is in the journey. The camino is life. 

One of those important lessons 
is the importance of learning to 
live in the grace of the present 
moment rather than living in 
the past or worrying about the 
future. It’s simple, but not easy.

I was surprised again and 
again by the way the Lord’s 
loving providence manifested 
itself along the way. This usual-
ly occurred in seemingly chance 
encounters and conversations with 
strangers and fellow pilgrims. 

On one occasion it was an old 
woman who came to our assistance 
when we had lost our way. It was 
the end of a long day’s walk and we 
needed a place to sleep. She could 
read the expressions of physical 
weariness and disappointment in 
our faces and our weary bodies, and 
took it upon herself to pack us into 
her little car and guide us back to 

a town where we could rest for the 
evening and start again fresh the 
next morning. Time and again it 
was as if we were being guided and 
accompanied by a loving Presence. 
Indeed we were. The camino is 
Jesus, who says “I am the way, the 
truth and the life.” The camino is 
about learning to walk in his way: 
the way of discipleship, the way of 
conversion, the way of communion. 
It is the way that leads to holiness.

Over the centuries there have 
been many saints who have walked 

the Way of Saint James. Among 
these some of the better known 
are Saint Francis of Assisi and 
Saint Bridget of Sweden. But, the 
camino is not primarily for saints. 
It is especially for sinners. Often 
pilgrims would undertake the 
Camino of Saint James as a way 
of doing penance for their sins. A 
confessor might send a penitent on 
pilgrimage as the penance for the 

sins he or she confessed and for 
which he or she had received abso-
lution in the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation. I began to find it easy to 
embrace the penitential aspect of 
the camino accepting the little pains 
and difficulties of the daily walk as 
an expression of penance for my 
own past sins and indeed for the 
evils and injustice of our world to-
day. It was an experience of solidar-
ity with the sufferings and struggles 
of our brothers and sisters.

The camino is for saints and for 
sinners. Today, it seems that rela-
tively few of the people walking the 
Camino de Santiago are walking 
it for explicitly religious motives. 
We met many who acknowledged 
that they are “spiritual, but not 
religious.” These are the seekers. 
Like many of us, they may not 
know clearly what they are seeking. 

Nonetheless, they 
are being drawn by 
grace, by a restless-
ness in their hearts 
that will only be 
satisfied when their 
hearts find rest in 
the heart of Jesus. 
One of the joys of 
my camino was the 
recognition of grace 
at work in my own 
life and in the lives 
of fellow pilgrims. 
Even when we 
might seem lost, 
God does not lose 
sight of us.

Walking the Camino de Santi-
ago is like being plunged into the 
flowing waters of a great river. It is 
the river of our common humanity 
created by Love and created for love. 
We arrived in Santiago and celebrat-
ed the completion of our pilgrimage 
with Mass in the Cathedral and at 
the tomb of Saint James.

It is truly a deeply moving experi-
ence to gather in prayer with these 
fellow pilgrims from around the 
world and to see our prayers rising 
to heaven like incense as the smoke 
pours from the great Botafumeiro, 
the huge silver thurible that hangs 
from the ceiling of the cathedral and 
swings like a pendulum across the 
sanctuary of this great church. 

The most familiar greeting ex-
changed by pilgrims when they 
meet one another is “Buen cami-
no.” But, another is perhaps more 
poignant: “Ultreya!” “Onward!” 
The camino doesn’t end when the 
pilgrim reaches Santiago. Hopefully, 
the experience of the pilgrimage has 
prepared the pilgrim to continue to 
live life in the spirit of the camino, 
the way of Jesus Christ. Ultreya!
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Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.
Sept. 6 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 6 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Sept. 6 – Stewardship and Development Pastors Advisory Committee meeting, Noon, CPC
Sept. 6 – Archdiocesan Review Board meeting, 3:30 p.m., CPC
Sept. 6 – Jubilarian dinner with priests of archdiocese, 6 p.m.
Sept. 8 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Sept. 9 – Mass in honor of Saint Teresa of Calcutta, 11 a.m., Catholic Charities Chapel
Sept. 10 – Mass and celebration in honor of Sister Susan Clark, 5 p.m., Saint Joseph Old Cathedral
Sept. 11 – Feast of Our Lady of LaVang Mass and celebration, 11:45 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
                 Perpetual Help
Sept. 13-14 – USCCB Administrative Committee meeting, Washington, D.C.
Sept. 15 – Catholic Relief Services Board meeting, Baltimore

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Life as camino

Sooner Catholic
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Catholic Charities: Creating help and hope
Dear Friend of Catholic Chari-

ties,
Blessings to you! Your Catholic 

Charities has been blessed in un-
told ways this past year, most ob-
viously through our beautiful new 
facility near downtown Oklahoma 
City, especially the chapel dedi-
cated to Saint Teresa of Calcutta, 
the statue of Homeless Jesus, and 
the beautiful lobby, welcoming our 
many guests and visitors. But, the 
facility, as nice as it is, is not the 
greatest blessing. 

The greatest blessing has been 
the ability, through your support, 
to assist more than 14,000 of your 
fellow Oklahomans, not only in the 
new facility, but also through nine 
service locations and six additional 
parishes across the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. We serve others in 
your name: 81 percent of those we 
serve are not Catholic; 71 percent 
of client households earned less 
than $15,000 per year – an aw-
ful statistic, but one which we’re 
proud to have been present to; 42 
percent of whom were under age 
18. 

I could go on and on with num-
bers and statistics about each 
of our more than 16 service pro-
grams, but the bottom line is 
through your generous support, 
we have been able to be Catholic 
to those in need. 

A couple of other points:
a The new facility is funded 

totally through the capital cam-
paign – no operational dollars went 
to construction, and every dollar 
raised in the future will go further 
to assist those who come to Cath-
olic Charities since the facility has 
an endowment to sustain it for the 
next century.
a 92 cents of every dollar raised 

goes to direct client services. 
That’s right! Only 8 cents of every 
dollar for administration and fund-
raising. 
a Parish partnerships and 

support through this annual ap-
peal constitute the greatest single 
source of revenue for our work. 
Your donations allow us to retain 
our Catholic identity in mission 
and service. Please be generous!
a Many in our state, including 

many who have supported our 
work in the past, are suffering 
from the downturn in our oil and 
gas sector. Any additional support 
you might provide to this year’s 
annual appeal will go a long way 
to ensuring we can be present to 
the increased need faced across 
Oklahoma.

Carolyn Woo, president and CEO 
of Catholic Relief Services, shared 
that agencies like Catholic Char-
ities “are privileged to be a bridge 
from the abundance of the Lord to 
the land of the living.” 

It is, indeed a privilege. Each of 
us has been blessed in our own 
way with the abundance of the 
Lord. Can you share from your 
abundance with those in need? 
Because you cannot “outgive” God, 
I know that you will be blessed 
abundantly in return. Thank you 
in advance for your generosity, 
and may you know of God’s abun-
dant blessing.

Patrick J. Raglow is executive 
director of Catholic Charities for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

Patrick Raglow 
Catholic Charities



I am not an expert matchmaker, 
but I have had the privilege from 
time to time of making an introduc-
tion that resulted in marriage – usu-
ally when I wasn’t trying! I was just 
being myself in the same room with 
friends, and bam, they fell in like. 
There are a few little families that 
exist today because I accidentally 
made an introduction that turned 
out to be a moment of destiny. This 
is a skill that I wish I could grow in, 
because – well, it’s just a wonderful 
thing to find out you were instru-
mental in the making of a marriage.

My experience with evangeliza-
tion is somewhat similar. As much 
as I wish I were better at it, I’m not 
particularly gifted at it. Like my 
matchmaking, most of my success-
es in evangelization happened not 
because I was trying to evangelize 
someone, but because I was just 
being myself.

Case in point. When I was in 
college, I was in a carpool. One day, 
I jumped in the car with my fellow 
students, and the driver asked 
the simple question, “How’s life, 
Carole?” As it happened, life had 
been really stressful, and without 
thinking, I said, “You know, it has 
been crazy, but the Lord has really 
been helping me!” It was out of my 
mouth before I could catch it, and 
I immediately felt embarrassed. I 
didn’t mean to go there. She blinked 
at me. I blinked back. Then she 
said, “Tell me about your faith.” So, 
we talked all the way to school (50 
miles) and all the way home about 
Jesus, and sacraments, and all 
manner of things.

It turned out she was a non-prac-
ticing Catholic with lots of ques-
tions, and that conversation put her 
on a renewed spiritual quest. But, it 
happened, not because I set out to 
evangelize her with all my skills, but 
because I was living in the experi-
ence of being loved and helped by 
God, and I could not keep it secret. 
Pure grace.

The following principles can hard-
ly be considered expert advice, they 
are simply things I learned from mo-
ments of not trying, moments when 
the occasion surprised me and God 
took over.

It’s not what you know, it’s 
who you know. People sometimes 
think that to evangelize you have 
to know everything about Church 
teaching. It’s helpful to know a bit 
about Church teaching, but even 
if you memorized the Catechism, 
it wouldn’t help if you don’t know 
Jesus Christ. So, get to know him. 
Make time in your life to develop 
a relationship with him by regular 
meditation on the Scriptures, which 
are God’s own self-revelation. You 
will be surprised by what he shows 
you of himself when you show your-
self to him. In other words, make 
yourself vulnerable to him in your 
prayer, and then take up the Scrip-
tures to see what he wants to say to 
you in reply. You’ll be surprised.

To know Jesus is to love him. 
Discovering Christ in the Scriptures 

is often a surprising awakening 
to the fact that he’s a real, living 
person, who is very much present 
and aware of what’s happening in 
your life. As he reveals to you that 
he knows what’s going on, and that 
he’s prepared to participate in the 
things that are important to you, 
he reveals how good he is, and how 
much he loves. 

You talk about things you love. 
Whether it’s a great restaurant, a 
beautiful view, a good book, a great 
bargain, a significant other or Jesus 
Christ, you talk about what you 
love. If you love Jesus, you want to 
talk about him. Granted, our cul-
ture tends to suffocate that instinct 
even in the Church, but the fact 
remains that when we love some-
thing we have a hard time keeping 
it a secret. So, share with people the 
favors he has done for you. Delight 
out loud about what he’s showing 
you in prayer, and how he is leading 
you in life.

Live in such a way as to pro-
voke curiosity. Pope Paul VI wrote 
about the “wordless witness” that 
stirs “irresistible questions in the 
hearts of those who see how we 
live: Why are they like this? Why do 
they live in this way? What or who 
is it that inspires them? Why are 
they in our midst? Such a witness 
is already a silent proclamation of 
the Good News and a very powerful 
and effective one. Here, we have an 
initial act of evangelization.” This 
wordless witness can come through 
in action, but also just the tone of 
voice used when speaking of faith. 
Always be prepared to explain your 
joy. Witness out loud to what he has 
done for you.

More is caught than taught. 
Faith is received like a virus from 
someone who is infected. Conta-
gious people don’t think about how 
to pass on the disease, they just do 
their thing and leave germs behind. 
Be contagious. God will keep those 
wheels turning in their minds.

Take the advice Saint Paul gave 
to the Colossians. “Always talk 
pleasantly and with a flavor of wit, 
but be sensitive to the kind of an-
swer each one requires” (Colossians 
4:6). Some people are ready for an 
answer from the Summa. Some 
aren’t. Don’t try to drive a five-ton 
truck over a two-ton bridge.

Trust that the Holy Spirit will 
organize appointments for you. 
He is the principle agent of evange-
lization. Sometimes, he will surprise 
you with an opportunity. But some-
times, the Lord will put a burden on 
your heart for a particular person 
– say a friend or family member who 
is away from the Church, or whose 
life indicates they are attempting to 
fill the void with lesser goods. Ask 
the Lord to give you an opportunity 
to have that conversation. Invite 
them to do non-churchy things with 
you. Take interest in what they are 
interested in. Then, just be yourself. 
And when the Lord opens the door, 
go through it.

Know the Kerygma. It’s the “gos-

pel in a nutshell,” a concise proc-
lamation of the heart of our faith. 
Pope Francis summed it up when 
he said, “Jesus Christ loves you; he 
gave his life to save you; and now 
he is living at your side every day to 
enlighten, strengthen and free you.” 
Commit it to memory, and when the 
time is right, proclaim it with tender 
conviction to one who needs to hear 
it. Help your friend make the deci-
sion to entrust themselves to Jesus 
Christ by faith.

When the time is right, invite 
them to be part of his Church, 
so as to receive all that he has 
for them. One who has entrusted 
themselves to Jesus Christ by faith 
endeavors to know better the Jesus 
to whom he has entrusted himself. 
Therefore: show them where Jesus 
is.

Accompany. Going to the Cath-
olic Church, whether one is return-
ing, or trying it for the first time, can 
be intimidating. Go together. Pay 
a visit to Jesus in the tabernacle. 
Go out to lunch afterward and talk. 
Pray together to the one who loves 
you both.

Most Reverend
Paul S. Coakley
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Contagious Faith

How to evangelize your family and friends

Carole Brown 
Director of New 
Evangelization 
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Making Sense of Bioethics 

Talking to kids about porn and human sexuality
A growing concern today involves 

the role of pornography as the next 
generation’s instructor in human 
sexuality. For many young people, 
pornography has become the only 
guide to sexuality they have ever 
known. 

For Catholic parents, this raises 
the critical challenge of how best 
to approach these matters with 
their children, given that kids as 
young as 8 or 9 may already be ac-
quiring information and viewpoints 
about human sexual behaviors 
from internet pornography. I would 
like to present six practical sug-
gestions for parents, culled from 
parental testimonies and insights, 
from other experts in the field, and 
from ex-users of pornography.

First, steer away from “The 
Talk” toward a more integrated 
approach. Having “The Talk” re-
lies on the misguided notion that 
parents have educational content 
or factual knowledge that they are 
duty-bound to try to deposit into 
their children’s brains. This ap-
proach is not only awkward and 
paternalistic, but can convey a 
sense that sexual education is a 
one-time, get-it-over-with ordeal. 
Kids require ongoing guidance and 
support from their parents – an 
expressed willingness to enter into 
these important discussions that 
stress the beauty of sexuality in 
marriage and what it is really for, 
rather than just telling them what 
not to do or scaring them away 
from sexually transmitted diseas-
es.

Second, be attentive to oppor-
tune moments to share wisdom 
and stories. Because we live in a 
highly pornified culture, opportu-
nities for parents to share and dis-
cuss important value assessments 
regarding human sexuality with 
their children arise often. Driving 
by a billboard with a risqué picture 
or seeing something on TV might, 
for example, serve as an opportu-
nity to note how it’s against the 

love of women to use them as sex 
objects. Passing through a part of 
town where prostitutes are plying 
their trade might spark a dis-
cussion about how many women 
involved in prostitution are victims 
of human trafficking and the vast 
majority wish they could break 
free of it, etc.

Third, avoid internet access in 
the bedroom. Sometimes parents 
will say, “The kids have access at 
school and everywhere else, so 
I let them have unrestricted ac-
cess at home – they’ve got to learn 

how to handle it anyway.” But the 
home setting needs to differ from 
the outside world, serving as an 
oasis and a protected environment 
for children. If someone offered 
to install a pipe into your child’s 
bedroom that could be turned on 
to pump in raw sewage, you would 
not agree to it. Yet, many parents 
fail to restrict what is entering 
their children’s bedrooms through 
the internet and TV. 

Fourth, be wary of internet 
access on cell phones. “Due 
diligence” with cell phones for 
children might mean looking for 
handsets that function strictly as 

phones without internet access, 
or maybe the kids should be given 
a phone only at those times when 
they are dropped off at events like 
piano practice, soccer, etc. As chil-
dren grow older and show signs of 
maturing, restrictions and limita-
tions can be scaled back. 

Fifth, monitor internet usage. 
Check browser history, and make 
use of monitoring software, even 
though a particular child may be 
an angel. Keep the family comput-
er in a shared space like the living 
room with the screen visible so 

family members can be aware of 
each other’s online activities. Lap-
tops and tablets can pose an inad-
vertent temptation in this respect 
as teens sit cuddled up on the 
couch with screens not visible to 
others. In family life, we are called 
to serve as our brother’s keeper. 
Set limits on “screen time” for 
children, and maintain password/
access control over devices. Have 
the neighbor’s kids deposit their 
electronic devices on the kitchen 
table during visits to diminish 
the temptation to slip away to a 
private part of the house and surf 
the net, perhaps with younger sib-

lings in tow. Such practices also 
may serve to indirectly evangelize 
other families in the neighborhood 
regarding the serious threats from 
internet porn.

Sixth, set appropriate rules 
regarding relationships, and be in-
volved in the kids’ dating practic-
es. Too often parents are tempted 
to take a “hands-off” approach to 
this area of their children’s lives. 
When I was growing up, we knew 
(and eventually appreciated) my 
father’s rule that we couldn’t date 
until we were 18. Setting appropri-
ate rules for kids serves as a sign 
of a parent’s love and concern for 
them. Whenever parents deter-
mine that dating should begin, it 
offers further opportunities and 
occasions to discuss problems and 
scenarios that can help teens set 
moral boundaries. 

Talking to kids and helping them 
to become good stewards of the 
gift of human sexuality bestowed 
by God is hard work. In a culture 
that forcefully communicates a 
pornified counter-gospel, though, 
it is certainly one of the most 
important and enduring gifts a 
parent can seek to provide for the 
happiness and well-being of their 
children.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doctor-
al work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, Mass., 
and serves as director of education 
at The National Catholic Bioethics 
Center in Philadelphia. 

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 
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The National Shrine of the Infant 
Jesus of Prague is a travel destina-
tion for many. The majority of the 
shrine’s members live in coun-
tries across the globe. Due to the 
shrine’s eclectic and diverse mem-
bers, many donations are made 
to the unique religious sanctuary. 
Recently, a special gift was be-
stowed upon the National Shrine 
of the Infant Jesus of Prague. 

The Filipino community present-
ed Prague’s shrine with a large 
monument engraved with the Ten 
Commandments. 

Father Long Phan Ngoc, pas-
tor of Saint Wenceslaus Catholic 
Church and the national shrine, 
described the monument as “a 
gift for the Catholic community as 
well as every other denomination. 
It is for the whole town of Prague 
and for everybody who comes and 

visits the shrine.” 
The national shrine and Saint 

Wenceslaus stand at the south en-
trance of the city of Prague. There-
fore, countless people drive by the 
holy place each day. Father Long 
expressed his deep gratitude for 
every donation made to the shrine. 

“It is a place of national and 
international worship. People 
come here with a deep love of God 
in their hearts and many donate 
in different ways. Some people 
donate money, labor or articles 
like monuments or statues. Many 
wish to share their talents with the 
shrine and I am very thankful.” 

He added, the Ten Command-
ments monument at the Nation-
al Shrine of the Infant Jesus 
of Prague is a symbol of unity 
through faith and a shared love of 
Jesus Christ. 

Madeline Hecker is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Ten Commandments monument 
dedicated at Prague shrine

For more information 
about the national shrine, 
go online to www.iop-
shrine.org, find them on 
Facebook at National 
Shrine Infant Jesus of 
Prague or call (405) 567-
3080. 

By Madeline Hecker 
For the Sooner Catholic

Padres in the Kitchen The Catholic Foundation recently featured three guest 
“padres” each night for two nights as part of a dinner and cooking demonstra-
tion at the Will Rogers Tasting Room. The priests prepared a gourmet three-
course meal. On the first evening, Father James Goins, Father Rex Arnold and 
Father Rick Stansberry (below) helped Chef Jeffrey Khowong prepare the dinner, 
while the next night, Father Christopher Brashears, Father Brian Buettner and 
Father William Novak (at left) participated in the demonstration. Great stories 
from the kitchen along with a running commentary on food preparation skills 
were shared by all of the priests in a fun-filled evening. Proceeds from the din-
ners supported the Catholic schools and Catholic education endowments at the 
foundation.  
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Honoring September saints
Feast days through Sept. 15:

Saint Gregory the Great
Saint Gregory the Great’s feast day was Sat-

urday, Sept. 3. He was born in Rome in 540 
and while a young man was governor of Rome. 
He later became a Benedictine 
monk, transformed his house 
into a monastery, and found-
ed other Benedictine monas-
teries. He was an abbot; papal 
nuncio to the Imperial Court 
of Constantinople, which was 
the capital of the Eastern Ro-
man Empire; a cardinal; and 
the pope from 580 to 604.

As Pope Gregory I, he healed 
schisms, saved Italy by con-
verting barbarians who were 
overrunning Western Eu-
rope, and converted Spanish 
and French Goths. He sent 
Augustine and other Bene-
dictine monks in 596 to the 
Anglo-Saxons, and Augustine 
baptized King Ethelbert, and 
many conversions followed 
the king’s. He became the first 
Archbishop of Canterbury and is 
known as the Apostle of England. Both Augus-
tine and Gregory died in 604.

Saint Gregory the Great established Gre-
gorian Chant and was the author of the only 
extant biographical material on Saint Benedict, 
the founder of the Order of Saint Benedict, the 
Benedictines. He is a doctor of the Church and 
the patron saint of singers, teachers and stu-
dents. Saint Gregory’s Abbey and University in 
Shawnee are named after him. 
Saint Teresa of Calcutta

Monday, Sept. 5, is the feast day of Saint Te-
resa of Calcutta, canonized this year in Rome. 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Thursday, Sept. 8, is the feast day of the 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, celebrat-
ing her birth. In the case of most saints, the 
Church commemorates their date of death, 

with Saint John the Baptist 
and the Blessed Mother as 
the few whose birth dates are 
commemorated. The reason 
for this is found in the singu-
lar mission each had in salva-
tion history, but traditionally 
also because they were holy 
in their very birth. 
Saint Peter Claver

Friday, Sept. 9, is the feast 
day of Saint Peter Claver, who 
was a Jesuit priest and mis-
sionary to South America. He 
was born in 1581 in Verdu, 
Catalonia, an eastern prov-
ince of Spain. As a student at 
the University of Barcelona, 
he wrote of himself: “I must 
dedicate myself to the service 
of God until death, 

on the understanding 
that I am like a slave.” 

As a young priest, he volunteered 
to be a missionary to the slaves and 
natives of what is today Columbia. 
He was appalled by the treatment 
of black slaves brought to the New 
World. He saw them on the ships 
when they arrived and gave them 
food, medicine, brandy and tobacco. 
Father Claver spent the rest of his life 
ministering to slaves and free peo-
ples. It is believed he was responsible 

for the conversion of 300,000 slaves. He was ill 
the last four years of his life and, ironically, ne-
glected and abused by an ex-slave hired to care 
for him. He died in 1654. Saint Peter Claver 
is the patron saint of Columbia, seafarers and 
slaves.
Most Holy Name of Mary

Monday, Sept. 12, is the feast day of the Most 
Holy Name of Mary. 
Saint John Chrysostom

Tuesday, Sept. 13, is the feast day of Saint 
John Chrysostom, who lived from 349 to 407. 
Born in Antioch in modern day Turkey, he 
became the Archbishop of Constantinople. 
Throughout his ministry, he stressed living the 
Christian life by his disdain for lavish living 
and his concern for the poor. He is a saint in 
both the Eastern Orthodox Church and the 
Roman Catholic Church and is a doctor of the 
Church.
Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Wednesday, Sept. 14, is the feast day of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross, which recalls 
three historical events: the finding of the True 
Cross by Saint Helena, the mother of the em-

peror Constantine; the dedication of 
churches built by Constantine on the 
site of the Holy Sepulcher and Mount 
Calvary; and the restoration of the 
True Cross to Jerusalem by the 
emperor Heraclius II. But in a deep-
er sense, the feast also celebrates 
the Holy Cross as the instrument of 
salvation.
Our Lady of Sorrows

Thursday, Sept. 15, is the feast day 
of Our Lady of Sorrows.

Ted King is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Ted King 
For the Sooner Catholic

St. Gregory the Great

St. Peter Claver

Marriage Encounter
If you have been married for many years the 

Weekend can help you enhance communica-
tion, renew commitment and rekindle romance. 
If you have been married for a short time, you 
can learn the skills you will need to stay close 
through the ups and downs of life. The next 
Marriage Encounter Weekend is Sept. 9-11 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 N.W. 
Expressway in Oklahoma City. The weekend 
starts on Friday evening and ends on Sunday 
afternoon.  Download the registration form at 
archokc.org or contact Rick & Bev Feller at 
(405) 323-9119, rbfeller@gmail.com. 

Nightfever OKC
Join young adults on Saturday, Sept. 17 from 

7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at St. Joseph’s Old Cathedral, 
307 NW 4th St, Oklahoma City, seeking quiet, 
prayer, and peace and inviting others to enter 
the open church with an open heart. Nightfever 
is an initiative led by young adults but open 
to all ages. Come and go as you please, light a 
candle, say a prayer, leave a prayer intention, 
or pick up inspiration from scripture. There 
will be exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 
priests available for confession or counsel, and 
music to create an atmosphere of God’s love. 
This event is open to all walks of faith and life. 
Contact James Silk at james.d.silk@gmail.com. 

Catechetical Congress
Adults who assist in faith formation are 

encouraged to attend the Abide in Christ! Ca-
thechetical Congress on Sept. 24. Archbishop 
John C. Wester of Santa Fe is the speaker for 
this year’s event at the Catholic Pastoral Center 
in OKC. Registration is free; sign up today 

through your catechetical leader.

Conference on Domestic Violence
Fr. Charles Dahm, O.P., of the Archdiocese of 

Chicago will speak on Safety and Peace in the 
Family at the Catholic Pastoral Center 
in OKC on Sept. 29. Call (405) 721-
8944, ext. 109 to register.

Pre-Cana classes
Pre-Cana is a day for couples pre-

paring for the sacrament of marriage. 
A specially prepared team shares its 
experience and information with the 
intention of enabling engaged couples 
to be more aware of the privileges and 
responsibilities of marriage. Classes 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway. Spanish classes 
are Oct. 1 or Nov. 12. English class-
es are Oct. 15. Registration begins at 
8:15 a.m. and the program starts at 
8:45 a.m., ending at 4 p.m. Call (405) 
721-8944. Download registration form 
online at www.archokc.org.  

Ladies group trip to Branson
“Ladies Only” weekend getaway to 

Branson Oct. 13-15. Bed and breakfast 
$449 pp, dbl occ., includes six meals, 
four shows, cruise, wine/food class, 
winery tour/tasting, transportation 
with refreshments, and lodging. $150 
deposit. Balance due Sept. 19. Contact 
Melani Roewe, (403) 293-2003, melani@
travelovertures.com.
Birth Choice Walk

The 24th annual Celebration of Life 

Walk, Sunday, Oct. 2, at the Myriad Botanical 

Gardens. Registration at 1 p.m. Walk at 2 p.m. 

Contact Carrie at (405) 606-8426.

Upcoming events
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continued from page 1

celebration for the diocese and 
the Jubilee Year celebration in 
2000. 

In recent years, Father Bird’s 
focus has turned toward build-
ing relationships with other 
faiths, particularly in relation 
to music and the arts. He is a 
founding member and current 
president of the Oklahoma 
Alliance for Liturgy and the 
Arts and organized a beautiful 
choral concert for the 20th an-
niversary of the Oklahoma City 
bombing, featuring 168 choir 
members from 30 different 
Christian churches to repre-
sent the lives lost.

Father Bird has received 
recognition and numerous 
awards, including the South-
west Liturgical Conference’s 
Faithful Servant Award and the 
2015 Father Stanley Rother 

Faithful Shepherd Award, but the accolades ar-
en’t what’s satisfying about the past 40 years.

 “Celebrating the Eucharist so many times, 
and each time is special; celebrating marriage 
as such a joyful event; Being with people at 
those difficult moments. It’s a privilege to be 
with people and help them know the love of 
Christ and promise of resurrection,” he said. 

“The Holy Spirit has helped guide me, and I 
am grateful.”

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner Catholic. 

Fr. Bird

Above, Fr. Bird receives the Pius 
XII award for Scouts from Bishop 
Reed. Left, Fr. Bird at work in 
1985. Far left, Fr. Bird with his 
father, Fred. Photos provided and 
archives of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City.

Father Vas died last month 
in Sri Lanka at age 86. Fa-
ther Vas was born on Nov. 19, 
1929, in Haputale, Sri Lanka, 
one of eight children born to 
Andrew Corsini Vas and Rosa-
lind Regina Perera Vas.

 He was ordained to the 
priesthood on Feb. 2, 1979, at 
The Cathedral Our Lady of Per-
petual Help in Oklahoma City. 
Prior to ordination, Father Vas 
attended De La Salle School, 
Sir Lanka; De La Salle Univer-
sity, Manila, Republic of the 
Philippines; Ateneo de Manila, 
Republic of the Philippines and 
Saint Meinrad Seminary, In-
diana.  After ordination to the 
priesthood, Father Vas attend-
ed clinical pastoral education 
at NYU Medical Center. 

His pastoral assignments 
included associate pastor for 
The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help; Saint Joseph, 
Norman; Christ the King, 
Oklahoma City; administra-
tor of Church of the Epiphany 
of the Lord, Oklahoma City; 

and chaplain for Saint Antho-
ny Hospital. He also served 
as prison chaplain at Joseph 
Harp Correctional Center in 
Lexington.

Father Vas retired to Sri 
Lanka in 2004, but returned in 
2006 to serve at Saint Francis 
of Assisi, Newkirk, until 2010. 
Father Vas returned to Sri Lan-
ka in August 2013.

Reverend Joseph 
Stanislaus Vas

The seminarians of the archdiocese served at Catholic Charities during Semi-
narian Days, Aug. 8-11.
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Catholic Charities 
Annual Meeting

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
held their annual meeting on Aug. 25 at their new office. 
Father Novak celebrated Mass at the new Blessed Teresa of 
Calcutta Chapel, and president and CEO of Catholic Chari-
ties USA, Sr. Donna Markham, spoke to staff members. 

Below, Fr. Scott Boeckman and his staff from St. Joseph 
in Norman accept the award for Parish of the Year from Sr. 
Donna.

Priests of the archdiocese celebrate Mass for Catholic 
Charities staff. Archbishop Beltran, Fr. Jacobi, Fr. Murphy, 
Fr. Novak, Fr. Boeckman and Fr. Metzinger.

 Photos Cara Koenig.

Orphanage residents and staff gather for annual reunion

Brothers Bill and Bob Streets were in the orphanages together.
Leon Leal looks at a scrapbook. “I did not know until much later 

in life how much St. Joseph Orphanage and the military really 
formed me. I still put my PJ’s under my pillow every morning and 
kneel at night to say my prayers. For a long time I did not tell 
people I had been in St. Joseph Orphanage, but now it is a point of 
pride,” Leal said.

Photos Cara Koenig.
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“Works of Love:” a tribute to Mother Teresa
In “Works of Love 

Are Works of Peace,” 
Michael Collopy put 
together a superb 
collection of photo-
graphs that show, 

in the truest sense of the word, the beautiful 
philosophy of life that is at the heart of the 
charism of the Missionaries of Charity, the or-
der of nuns founded by Blessed Mother Teresa 
of Calcutta.

The book is subtitled “Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta and the Missionaries of Charity,” and in 
the introduction Collopy offers a brief history of 
the order and its foundress. The book is further 
subtitled “A Photographic Record by Michael 
Collopy” and adds that it features “Quotes and 
Spiritual Counsel by Mother Teresa with the 
Daily Prayers of the Missionaries of Charity.”

Collopy is a highly successful portrait pho-
tographer who has captured the likenesses of 
such world class figures as Mikhail Gorbachev, 
Margaret Thatcher, Frank Sinatra and Placido 
Domingo.

Mother Teresa was not fond of publicity, and 
she endured it only because it would allow her 
to gain support – spiritually and financially – 
for serving the poorest of the poor. Inside the 
title page is another quote of hers: “Too Many 
Words … Let Them Just See What We Do.”

Later in the book are a pair of photos of 
Mother being followed by photographers. Col-
lopy says “there were about three of us tak-
ing pictures” and Mother was “uncomfortable 
with all the attention, feeling embarrassed and 
probably even a little annoyed.” She explained 
to Collopy “with a twinkle in her eye,” “This is 
my deal with God: for every photo taken of me, 
a soul is released from purgatory. And today – 
the place is cleaned out!”

Attached to Collopy’s introduction to “Works 
of Love” is a statement by Mother Teresa ex-
pressing her hope for “what might be accom-
plished in the pages of this book.” She writes, 
“Let us pray that this book will draw people 
to Jesus, help them to realize how much God 
loves them, and help them to want to pray.”

The 224-page book has 180 photographs. 
Some photos describe the life and work of the 
Missionaries of Charity. There is “Morning 
Chores at the Mother House, 1995.” Then, 
there is a photo of the sisters washing their 

saris at 4:45 a.m.
The sisters live the poverty of those they 

serve. There are two water pumps for the three 
of 400 sisters doing their laundry.

There are a number of photos depicting “The 
Home for the Dying” in India as well as imag-
es of the order’s many care facilities in India: 
The Home for the Elderly and Mentally Hand-
icapped, The Leprosy Center (named Abode of 
Love), and the orphanage at Shishu Bhavan.

There are photos of the sisters in the United 
States going on home visits, working in soup 
kitchens and in the AIDS hospice in San Fran-
cisco, named The Gift of Love.

There are several large photos of Mother, 
one of which is on the front cover; her rosary 
always in hand. “My secret,” she said, “is quite 
simple. I pray!”

Interspersed with the photos and quotes are 
some of the prayers of the order, and one of 
the appendices of the book contains all of the 
prayers of the order.

Also attached at the end is a transcript of a 
talk by Mother Teresa titled, “Whatever you did 
unto one of the least, you did unto me.” In it 
she explains that “the least” includes not just 
the hungry and the homeless, but also those, 

for example, in nursing homes who have no 
one to visit them, who are “hurt because they 
are forgotten.” Also, she says, “in the West … 
so many young boys and girls [are] given to 
drugs.” Why? “Because,” Mother says, “there is 
no one in the family to receive them.” Here, too, 
is her profound statement that “the greatest 
destroyer of peace today is abortion.”

Another attachment at the end is a letter 
Mother wrote, titled “I Thirst.” She addresses 
the letter to all of the Missionaries of Charity 
sisters, brothers and fathers in 1993, and asks 
them to “read this letter before the Blessed 
Sacrament, the same place it was written. 

She asks them to keep always in mind the 
thirst of Christ, his thirst for love and for souls. 
“Only the thirst of Jesus,” she writes, hearing 
it, feeling it, answering it with all your heart, 
will keep the Society alive after Mother leaves 
you.”

Four years later, on Sept. 5, 1997, Moth-
er did leave them. On Sept. 4, in Rome, Pope 
Francis will declare Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
a saint of the Roman Catholic Church – and of 
the whole world.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

By J.E. Helm 
For the Sooner Catholic

CNS photo/courtesy Catholic Relief Services.
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Jobs Box
Administrative assistant - OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City has an im-
mediate opening for an administrative assis-
tant for the Office of Stewardship and Develop-
ment. The position is responsible for providing 
assistance and support of an administrative, 
clerical and technical nature, primarily for the 
executive director. The successful candidate 
will be bilingual English/Spanish and orga-
nized and have excellent written, verbal and 
social media communication skills. Familiarity 
with The Raisers Edge or other CRM databases 
preferred. Send resume to nlargent@archokc.
org. Applications available at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest Expressway, 
OKC.

Security sergeant
St. Gregory’s University is seeking a security 

sergeant to assist the security director. Duties 
include staff support, technical services, crim-
inal investigations, and to manage, coordinate 
and oversee security for special events. The 
sergeant also may be a field training officer re-
sponsible for training new and existing officers. 
Apply online at www.stgregorys.edu/about-us/
employment.

SGU admissions office coordinator
The office coordinator oversees the daily orga-

nizational tasks of the admissions office and 
supervises student workers in the admissions 
office. Apply online at www.stgregorys.edu/
about-us/employment.

Admissions counselor – Shawnee 
The position handles recruiting and admis-

sions responsibilities to successfully meet the 
needs of potential students to St. Gregory’s 
University. Apply online at www.stgregorys.
edu/about-us/employment.

Admissions counselor – Dallas
The position handles recruiting and admis-

sions responsibilities needed to successfully 

meet the needs of potential students from 
Texas to St. Gregory’s University. Office will 
be set as remote site/home-based. Bachelor’s 
degree required. Fluency in Spanish preferred. 
Apply online at www.stgregorys.edu/about-us/
employment.

Administrative assistant - Norman
St. Joseph in Norman is searching for an 

administrative assistant who has a passion for 
parish ministry in the New Evangelization and 
a zeal for forming joyful disciples in a parish 
that celebrates its cultural diversity. Preference 
given to bilingual candidates. To apply, forward 
resume, references and a cover letter to Stacy 
Humbert, director of mission, advancement 
and administration at 
stacy.humbert@stjosephsok.org.

Principal – Cristo Rey OKC
Cristo Rey Oklahoma City is a Catholic High 

School that educates young people of limit-
ed economic means and all faiths to become 
men and women of faith, purpose and service. 
Candidates must have at least three years of 
experience supervising and evaluating faculty 
and staff; demonstrated commitment to Cath-
olic, faith-based education; and a master’s de-
gree. Fluency in Spanish preferred. Application 
information at www.archokc.org/jobs-box. 

Director of development
The director of development at St. John the 

Evangelist Catholic Newman Center in Stillwa-
ter is to educate, inspire and inform parents, 
alumni, faculty, staff and members of the 
community about the mission of the Newman 
Center. The ideal candidate should be a prac-
ticing and faithful Catholic in good standing 
with the Church. The candidate should have 
experience in campus ministry as a student or 
three years of demonstrated success in devel-
opment. Additionally, the candidate must have 
knowledge of the principles of fundraising or an 
eager motivation to learn. Submit application 

to CatholicPokesDevDir@gmail.com no later 
than Oct. 15. 

SGU-Tulsa, part-time security
St. Gregory’s University seeks a part-time 

sergeant who will strive to protect the lives 
and property of the campus and community 
and maintain inventories and timely repair or 
replace equipment. Knowledge of basic secu-
rity and fire inspection procedures; two years 
of experience preferred; CLEET certification as 
a police officer preferred. Application at www.
stgregorys.edu/about-us/employment.

VISTA member
This VISTA Disaster Resilience AmeriCorps 

project is designed to build community capac-
ity to effectively communicate in high hazard 
disaster risk areas with persons with limited 
English proficiency. VISTA members assess 
cultural and language barriers to effective 
disaster preparedness, build partnerships, 
create momentum for community engagement 
and conduct public education and outreach. 
Working through the offices of Catholic Chari-
ties, the member serves as a liaison with local 
emergency management. College degree and 
bilingual required. Apply at www.ccaokc.org.

Principal - Okarche
Holy Trinity Catholic School in Okarche is 

seeking a principal who will be a faith and aca-
demic leader for a rural Catholic parish school, 
serving students in grades PreK-3 through 8 
for the 2016-2017 school year. Candidates 
must be practicing Catholics with knowledge 
and understanding of the faith. Master’s degree 
in educational administration or related field, 
and a minimum of five years educational expe-
rience preferred. Request application at (405) 
721-4202; P.O. Box 32180, OKC 73123; or 
dfloyd@archokc.org.

l driver’s license (CDL) a plus. Apply at St. 
Ann Retirement Center, 7501 W. Britton Rd. 

Murdered nuns recalled for their generosity, service in Mississippi

JACKSON, Miss. – The deaths 
of Sister Margaret Held and Sister 
Paula Merrill demand justice, but 
not revenge, Franciscan Father 
Greg Plata said during a memorial 
Mass for the women religious in 
the Cathedral of Saint Peter the 
Apostle.

“I truly believe with all my heart 
that Margaret and Paula would tell 
us that we need to keep loving,” 
said the priest during the Aug. 29 
Mass.

Father Plata is sacramental 
administrator of Saint Thomas 
the Apostle Church in Lexington, 
Miss., the parish in which the sis-
ters were active.

Sister Margaret, a member of 
the School Sisters of Saint Francis 
in Milwaukee, and Sister Paula, 
a member of the Sisters of Chari-
ty of Nazareth in Kentucky, were 
recalled by family and friends in 
prayer services and Masses in the 
days after they were found dead 
Aug. 25 in the Durant, Miss., 
home they shared.

Rodney Earl Sanders, 46, of Kos-
ciusko, Miss., has been charged 
with two counts of capital murder, 
larceny and burglary in connection 
with the incident.

The day before the Mass, repre-
sentatives of the sisters’ religious 

communities and families issued 
a statement opposing the death 
penalty for the suspect charged in 
their deaths.

“Many people will be dismayed, 
even angered at the joint state-
ment the School Sisters of St. 
Francis and the Sisters of Charity 
made stating that they are op-
posed to the death penalty that 
could be imposed on the per-
son who committed this terrible 
crime,” Father Plata said at the 
Mass. “But think of the power-
ful statement that makes. At the 
heart of Christianity is forgiveness. 
‘Father forgive them for they know 
not what they do.’ Forgiveness 
isn’t something we do on our own. 
It is something we choose to do 
with God’s grace.” 

During a brief vigil at the sisters’ 
home Aug. 27, representatives of 
the religious orders called for a 
period of reflection and remem-

brance.
Sister Susan Gatz, president of 

the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, 
and Sister Rosemarie Rombals-
ki, of the School Sisters of Saint 
Francis, went into the women’s 
home prior to the ceremony for 
prayer, closure and reflection. In 
the kitchen, they discovered a loaf 
of bread in a bread maker. The 
simple act – typical of the sisters 
who were known for being gener-
ous with their good food – turned 
into a life-giving symbol for the 
communities.

“Marge and Paula really had that 
sense of offering bread to each oth-
er. The bread of life, the bread of 
energy, the bread of hope,” Sister 
Rosemarie said.

About 300 people gathered at 
Saint Thomas Church the evening 
of Aug. 27 for another vigil. 

Bishop Joseph R. Kopacz of 
Jackson presided over the service, 
but Father Plata offered a homi-
ly. He remembered the sisters as 
great cooks, gardeners, generous 
souls and hopeful women of the 
Gospel.

“As Christians, we only have one 
choice, to move on in hope,” he 
said.

As the families cope with the loss 
of their loved ones, they also worry 
about the people of Durant and 
Lexington.

“A big hole in the universe and 
in our hearts,” is how Annette 
Held described losing her old-
er sister. “Sister Margaret was a 
wonderful and gracious person, 
always a concerned about others 
and certainly the spiritual leader 
of the family. This tragedy is leav-
ing a big hole for us. We are also 
worried because there is no one to 
carry their ministry now and that 
has been very important for so 
long for the community they lived 
in and for our family too. We keep 
wishing we knew what will happen 
next at the clinic.”

Rosemarie Merrill, Sister Pau-
la’s sister and who made the trip 
to Mississippi from her home in 
Stoneham, Mass., expressed a 
similar concern.

“(Sister Paula’s) faith was very 
strong. And she was a wonderful 
nurse,” she said. “I feel so bad 
for the people of Holmes County 
because they’ve lost so much. The 
care they provided leaves a huge 
void. They would do anything for 
their patients.”

Contributing to this report were 
Elsa Baughman of Mississippi 
Catholic and Marnie McAllister, ed-
itor of The Record newspaper of the 
Archdiocese of Louisville, Ky.

Smith is editor of the Mississippi 
Catholic, newspaper of the Diocese 
of Jackson.

By Maureen Smith  
Catholic News Service 

Sister Margaret Held and Sister Paula 
Merrill. CNS photo/School Sisters of 
St. Francis and Sisters of Charity of 
Nazareth.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

El 10 de agosto partí de Oviedo en España 
con mi amigo y compañero peregrino, el Obis-
po James Wall, a caminar el antiguo Camino 
Primitivo. Durante los siguientes catorce días 
cubrimos 212 millas al peregrinar siguiendo 
nuestro camino hacia Compostela. El Camino 
Primitivo es el más antiguo de la red de camin-
os de peregrinación que conforman el Camino 
de Santiago, que desde hace mil cien años han 
llevado a los peregrinos a la tumba de Santiago 
el Mayor en la catedral de la ciudad que lleva 
su nombre, Santiago de Compostela.

En el cumplimiento de su mandato apostólico 
para anunciar el Evangelio a todas las na-
ciones Santiago Apóstol viajo hasta el final del 
mundo conocido, todo el camino a Galicia en 
la Península Ibérica en lo que hoy es España. 
Volvió a Jerusalén sólo para convertirse en el 
primero de los doce apóstoles en ser martiriza-
do por el Evangelio de Jesucristo. Más tarde, 
sus restos mortales fueron llevados de vuelta 
a Galicia, donde fueron enterrados, olvidados 
y posteriormente vueltos a ser descubiertos. 
Durante la Edad Media la peregrinación a 
Compostela para venerar las reliquias de este 
hijo de Zebedeo se convirtió en uno de los 
elementos que definen la noción de la Euro-
pa cristiana y la conciencia europea. Fue esta 
experiencia de peregrinación, entonces y ahora, 
la que le dio una expresión única y concreta 
a la unidad de los pueblos de diferentes na-
ciones, lenguas y orígenes unidos a través de 
una expresión común de fe.

Al salir en nuestra peregrinación comenza-
mos a experimentar la impresionante belle-
za de los paisajes asturianos y gallegos, con 
sus imponentes montañas y profundos valles 
verdes. Me llamó la atención y me llenó de 
agradecimiento la oportunidad de caminar a 
través de este camino primitivo. Es uno de los 
Caminos a Compostela menos utilizado de las 
distintas vías que conducen a Santiago. En 
consecuencia se produjeron muchas oportuni-
dades para estar a solas con Dios en oración y 
también simplemente para disfrutar de la gente 
que conocimos por los lugares que atravesába-
mos cada día. Un día o dos adentrado en el 
camino ofrecí una oración de alabanza y grat-
itud al Señor. Fue algo como esto: “¡Soy muy 
afortunado! ¡Lo único que tengo que hacer hoy 
es caminar!” Pensé que este caminar era un 

alivio a las presiones y retos de mi vida diaria 
con sus desafíos administrativos, pastorales y 
personales. Pero unos días más en la experien-
cia del Camino, mientras se iban acumulando 
las millas las rodillas y los pies comenzaron 
a sentir los efectos de sólo caminar. ¡Mi re-
flexión y oración comenzaron a ser más una 
queja! “¡Lo único que tengo que hacer hoy es 
CAMINAR!” El Camino es un buen maestro. En 
efecto, se me enseñó lecciones importantes. El 
camino no es sólo por llegar a nuestro destino. 
El camino es el destino. La gracia está en el 
viaje. El camino es la vida. Una de esas lec-
ciones importantes es la importancia de apren-
der a vivir en la gracia del momento presente 
en lugar de vivir en el pasado o preocuparse 

por el futuro. Es muy sencillo, pero no es fácil.
Me sorprendió una y otra vez la forma en que 

la providencia amorosa del Señor se manifes-
taba a lo largo del camino. Esto, por lo general, 
se producía de manera inesperada, encuentros 
y conversaciones con extraños y otros pere-
grinos. En una ocasión fue una señora mayor 
que vino en nuestra ayuda cuando habíamos 
perdido el camino. Fue al final de un día largo 
y necesitábamos un lugar para dormir. Ella 
pudo leer las expresiones de cansancio físico 
y la decepción en nuestras caras y nuestros 
cuerpos cansados y se encargó de subirnos a 
su pequeño coche y nos llevó de nuevo a una 
ciudad donde podíamos descansar por la noche 
y volver a empezar fresco a la mañana sigui-

ente. Una y otra 
vez, era como si 
una presencia 
amorosa nos es-
tuviera guiando y 
acompañando. De 
hecho así fue. El 
Camino es Jesús, 
que nos dice: “Yo 
Soy el camino, la 
verdad y la vida.” 
El camino es aprender a caminar como y con 
Jesús: El Camino del Discipulado, El Camino 
de la Conversión, El Camino de la Comunión. 
Es el Camino que conduce a la Santidad.

A través de los siglos han habido muchos 
santos que han recorrido el Camino de Santi-
ago. Entre ellos algunos de los más conocidos 
son San Francisco de Asís y Santa Brígida de 
Suecia. Pero el camino no es principalmente 
para los santos. Es especialmente para los 
pecadores. A menudo, los peregrinos empren-
den el Camino de Santiago como una mane-
ra de hacer penitencia por sus pecados. Un 
confesor podría enviar un penitente en pere-
grinación como penitencia por los pecados que 
él o ella confesó y para el cual él o ella había 
recibido la absolución en el sacramento de la 
Reconciliación. Empecé a encontrar que era fá-
cil abrazar el aspecto penitencial del Camino al 
aceptar los pequeños dolores y dificultades del 
caminar diario como una expresión de peniten-
cia por mis pecados pasados y de hecho por los 
males e injusticias de nuestro mundo de hoy. 
Fue una experiencia de solidaridad con los su-
frimientos y las luchas de nuestros hermanos y 
hermanas.

El camino es para santos y pecadores. Hoy 
en día parece que relativamente pocas per-
sonas que caminan del Camino de Santiago 
están caminando por motivos religiosos explíci-
tamente. Nos encontramos con muchos de los 
que reconocieron que son “espirituales, pero 
no religiosos”. Estos son los que están buscan-
do. Como muchos de nosotros, puede que no 
sepan claramente lo que están buscando. No 
obstante, están siendo atraídos por la gracia, 
por una inquietud en sus corazones que sólo 
estará satisfecho cuando sus corazones en-
cuentren descanso en el corazón de Jesús. 
Una de las alegrías de mi camino fue el recono-
cimiento de la gracia en el trabajo en mi propia 
vida y en las vidas de otros peregrinos. Aun 
cuando podría parecer que estamos perdidos, 
Dios no nos pierde de vista a nosotros.

Recorriendo el Camino de Santiago es como 
estar sumergido en las aguas que fluyen de 
un gran río. Es el río de nuestra humanidad 
común creado por el Amor y creado para el 
amor. Llegamos a Santiago y celebramos la 
finalización de nuestra peregrinación con una 
Misa en la Catedral y en la tumba de Santiago 
Apóstol. Es verdaderamente una experien-
cia profundamente conmovedora el reunirse 
en oración con estos compañeros peregrinos 
de todo el mundo y el ver nuestras oraciones 
subiendo al cielo como el incienso que brota 
del gran Botafumeiro, el enorme incensario de 
plata que cuelga del techo de la catedral y bal-
ancea como un péndulo de un lado al otro lado 
del santuario de esta gran iglesia.

El saludo más familiar intercambiado por los 
peregrinos cuando se reúnian entre sí es “Buen 
Camino”. Pero otra es quizás más punzante: 
“¡Ultreya!” O sea, “Adelante” ¡El camino no 
termina cuando el peregrino llega a Santiago! 
Esperemos que la experiencia de la peregri-
nación haya preparado al peregrino para seguir 
viviendo la vida en el espíritu del camino, el 
Camino de Jesucristo. ¡Ultreya!

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Vida como Camino

Domingo de catequesis, 18 de septiembre
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‘Ícono de misericordia’: Superiora de 
las Misioneras describe a la Beata Teresa

ROMA – La Beata Teresa de 
Calcuta era una mujer que se 
sentía verdaderamente casa-
da con Jesús y la libertad que 
experimentaba -- enamorada 
de él -- la llevó a una pobreza 
radical, un compromiso car-
gado de valentía y un inmenso 
amor por los pobres -- según 
expresó la superiora general de 
la orden religiosa fundada por 
la Madre Teresa.

“Era muy feliz por ser mujer 
y ser una madre para tantas 
almas”, le dijo a Catholic News 
Service la hermana Mary Pre-
ma Pierick de las Misioneras de 
la Caridad.

“Su libertad de amar abrió las puertas de 
los corazones y avenidas de servicio, lo cual 
quizá no era tan común, especialmente cuan-
do se trata de compartir la pobreza radical de 
los pobres”, dijo la religiosa alemana de ojos 
azules, quien fue electa como superiora general 
en 2009.

La Madre Teresa, quien será canonizada el 
4 de septiembre, empezó su congregación en 
la década de 1940, caminando en los barrios 
pobres de Calcuta, “sin tener las paredes de un 
convento que la protegieran”, dijo la hermana 
Prema. “Pero fue el amor por Jesús, la compa-
sión y amor ante el sufrimiento de los pobres 
los que la llevaron a hacer lo que hizo”.

En la casa principal de las Misioneras de la 
Caridad en Roma -- un oasis blanco encubierto 
en medio del bullicio del tráfico, por los alred-
edores del Circo Máximo y cerca de la aglom-
eración de turistas en el Coliseo -- la hermana 
Prema contó cuán natural es que la Madre 
Teresa sea declarada santa durante el Año de 
la Misericordia.

La Madre Teresa es “un ícono de misericor-
dia”, dijo. “Inclusive la gente sin fe, veía la com-
pasión y misericordia que la Madre entregaba 
a su alrededor. No dejaba a los que estaban 
sufriendo sin darles la debida atención. Al 
contrario, salía a buscarlos para tratar de que 
se dieran cuenta de que son amados y aprecia-
dos”.

Un creciente número de Misioneras de la 
Caridad continúan el trabajo de la Madre Te-
resa alrededor del mundo. Según la hermana 
Prema, el número de religiosas se ha incremen-
tado de 3.914, desde la fecha en que la Madre 
Teresa murió, a 5.161 hasta el 5 de agosto. El 
número de hermanos Misioneros de la Caridad 
también ha aumentado de 53 a 416. Cuando 
la Madre Teresa estaba viva, su congregación 
trabajaba en 120 países, actualmente están 
presentes en 139 naciones.

Como millones de personas alrededor del 
mundo, la hermana Prema consideraba que 
la Madre Teresa era “una santa viviente”. Fue 
beatificada en 2003, seis años después de su 
muerte. El tiempo que pasó para que la causa 
de su santidad avanzara a través del estricto 
proceso del Vaticano, “han sido años para pro-
fundizar en el entendimiento de quien es ella”, 
dijo su sucesora.

Esos años fueron especialmente importantes 
para llegar a comprender la sed espiritual de 
la Madre Teresa y lo que ella misma describía 
como “la oscuridad” de no sentirse amada por 
Dios. La hermana Prema, quien conoció por 
primera vez a la Madre Teresa en 1980, co-
mentó que el dolor espiritual de la fundadora 
era algo que mantenía bien escondido de todos, 

excepto sus directores espirituales.
“En toda ocasión, la Madre no buscaba 

atención a sí misma sino se daba completa-
mente a los demás, olvidando su propio dolor”, 
según la hermana Prema.

Su trabajo y oración constante, incluso al ex-
perimentar el sentido de que Dios estaba lejos, 
“dice mucho de su fe, su fidelidad al compro-
miso que había asumido y con la persona con 
quien estaba casada: Jesús”.

La “oscuridad” se convirtió en parte del min-
isterio de la Madre Teresa, la gracia que le dio 
poder al mismo.

“Era parte de su misión con los más pobres 
de entre los pobres, especialmente los peca-
dores que se sentían rechazados e indesea-
dos. Compartir su experiencia de oscuridad 
y de alejamiento de Dios la convirtieron en 
un instrumento de gracia para ellos”, dijo la 
hermana Prema. “Y sentía gran compasión por 
aquellos que no conocían a Dios y no experi-
mentaban el amor de Dios para ellos”.

Hablando en el jardín de las misioneras, 
donde los saris blancos con ribetes azules se 
secan en tendederos, la hermana Prema co-
mentó que la persistencia de la Madre Teresa 
en oración y trabajos de misericordia -- incluso 
cuando ella sentía que Dios estaba lejos de ella 
-- es una lección para todos los creyentes.

“La oración es algo a lo que le queremos ser 
fiel más que éxitosos”, dijo.

Y aunque la frase “trabajo corporal y espiritu-
al de misericordia” puede sonar anticuado para 
algunas personas, la Madre Teresa demostró el 
duradero poder de esas expresiones de amor, 
dijo la superiora. “Como sea que tú lo expreses, 
siempre es moderno porque estás imitando a 
Jesús y su compasión”.

La gran mayoría de la gente que la Madre 
Teresa cuidaba, acariciaba y acompañaba no 
eran cristianos, dijo la hermana Prema, pero 
para ella, eran Cristo personificado.

Llamada, como todos los cristianos a difundir 
el Evangelio, la Madre Teresa “ayudaba a las 
personas a encontrar a Jesús en sus propios 
corazones y a sentir ese amor que Dios tiene 
para ellos, sólo brindándoles su maternal 
atención e intenso interés en sus vidas perso-
nales”.

“Tenía un gran deseo de que todas las almas 
pudieran conocer y amar a Jesús”, dijo la her-
mana Prema. Pero al mismo tiempo, “ella sabía 
que la conversión es trabajo de Dios. Los actos 
de caridad y misericordia que hacía, venían de 
su amor por Jesús y por el prójimo”.

“Dios tiene que hacer el trabajo de conver-
siondice”, dijo. “No es trabajo del ser humano 
convencer a una persona de que crea en lo que 
yo creo. Es una gracia que un alma recibe y 
por la cual podemos orar”.

Por Cindy Wooden  
Catholic News Service 

Foto CNS/Catholic Relief Services.

OFICINAS REGIONALES:

Ciudad de Oklahoma:
Caridades Católicas
1501 N. Classen Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73106
Teléfono: (405) 523-3000
Número telefónico gratuito: (800) 375-8514
Fax: (405) 523-3030
www.catholiccharitiesok.org
Horario de atención
Lunes - Viernes 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Ardmore:
Caridades Católicas 
125 E St. SW
Ardmore, OK 73401
Teléfono: (580) 798-2305
Fax: (580) 798-2310

Clinton:
Caridades Católicas
1217 Knox Avenue
Clinton, OK 73601
Teléfono: (580) 323-6363
Número telefónico gratuito: (866) 852-6363
Fax: (580) 323-6378

Enid:
Caridades Católicas
710 W. Maine
Enid, OK 73701
Teléfono: (580) 237-7352
Fax: (580) 237-0164

Lawton:
Caridades Católicas
1930 NW Ferris Ave., Ste. 8
Lawton, OK 73507
Teléfono: (580) 353-1811
Fax: (580) 353-1842

Guymon:
Caridades Católicas
904 N. Main St.
P.O. Box 1195
Guymon, OK 73942
Teléfono: (580) 468-0904
Fax: (580) 468-0904

     a    a    a   

CONSEJERÍA
El programa de Consejería ofrece, en for-

ma ambulatoria, asesoramiento profesional y 
servicios relacionados a personas que sufren 
estrés emocional. Nuestro programa de Con-
sejería refleja la dignidad y el valor de cada 
persona, la importancia de la familia como 
unidad social básica y considera tanto las 
necesidades psicológicas como espirituales del 
cliente.

AYUDA PARA VÍCTIMAS DE DESASTRES 
NATURALES

Este programa responde al llamado de 
emergencia realizado por el gobierno estatal 
o federal y provee trabajo social de gestión de 
casos, asistencia de emergencia y servicios de 
coordinación.

SERVICIOS LEGALES DE INMIGRACIÓN
El Programa de Servicios Legales de Inmi-

gración presta servicios legales a bajo costo 
a las personas indocumentadas y a los resi-
dentes permanentes en Oklahoma. 
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Words like “donate” and 
“give” take me out of my 
comfort zone. I like knowing 
how much I have to spend 
and planning for where it is to 
go. If I “give,” what will I have 
to give up, and how much is 
enough? I don’t tolerate pain 
well, so I never found the ax-
iom “Give until it hurts” very 
appealing.

I have got to think about 
those words because the 
Oklahoma Catholic Broad-
casting volunteers are plan-
ning the Fall Radiothon to 
raise funds to support Catho-
lic radio in Oklahoma. Let me 
share a couple of experiences.

I retired a few years ago 
from a job in sales with a 
large company. The sales 
people were well-equipped to 
get the sale and compensated 
for achieving it. I always felt 
secure about my living, and 
most of the time, my income 
increased. After retirement, 
my income was fixed, without 
opportunities for increase to 
manage any rising expenses. I 
budgeted carefully. It crossed 
my mind that I might have to 
reconsider my charitable giv-
ing. One of my charities might 
have to go, I thought, as I 
stuffed a charitable request 
into a file to handle “later.”

When it came time to pay 
bills, something happened. 
Let’s just call it the Holy Spir-
it. There was that charitable 
request, staring up at me from 
the file where I had intend-
ed to handle it (translation: 
Toss it.). For some reason, I 
couldn’t. Maybe I can make 
a donation just this month, I 
thought. I have enough. Be-
fore I knew it, it was a regu-

lar habit. I cannot remember 
what I gave up. I just know 
I have not gone broke yet. 
In fact, after that, one of my 
charities asked me for a raise. 
I went out on a limb and in-
creased my donation.

Recently, a generous OCB 
donor called me. He is a 
business owner, but he gives 
personally. He decided to ex-
ercise his faith by increasing 
his giving with business spon-
sorship. He is not alone. Many 
of our business supporters 
are among our most generous 
personal donors. 

How about you? Would you 
consider giving a little more 
to support Oklahoma Catho-
lic radio? I invite you to join 
those of us who wrestle with 
juggling our budgets to make 
room for one more donation.

DONATIONS can be made 
in several ways. Go online to 
www.okcatholicbroadcasting.
com and click on the “Do-
nate” link. If you have any 
questions or problems making 
a donation on the website, 
contact (405) 255-7348 or 
mstapp4@gmail.com. Or mail 
to Oklahoma Catholic Broad-
casting, P.O. Box 1612, Nor-
man 73070.

BUSINESS OWNERS! If you 
are interested in being recog-
nized in one of our sponsor 
recognition spots, contact 
Sally Crowe Nash at (405) 
441-3798 or 

sallycrowenash@gmail.com.
If you live in an area that 

can’t pick up one of the Cath-
olic stations, listen online at 
www.okcatholicbroadcasting.
com. Click on the “Listen On-
line” button. 

Are you listening? By Sally Crowe Nash

Briefs
Ireland pilgrimage

Join Fr. Ray Ackerman and 
Fr. John Peter Swaminathan on 
a unique pilgrimage to Ireland, 
July 10-22, 2017! Includes Dub-
lin, Baltinglass Abbey, St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, Our Lady of Knock, 
St. Patrick’s Tomb and Cathedral, 
Giant’s Causeway, Titanic Muse-
um in Belfast, Glendalough, Lake 
Corrib Cruise, Trinity College, 
Gallarus Oratory, Kilmalkedar 
Church, St. John’s Cathedral, 
Holy Well of St. Brigid, Cliffs of 
Moher, O’Brien’s Tower, Rock of 
Cashel, Clonmacnoise, Blarney 
Castle, the Burren, Downpatrick 
Cathedral, Inch Abbey, Galway, 
and more. Mass, breakfast and 
dinner daily. Festive dinner with 
Irish Music and Dance. 4-star 
hotels, luxury air conditioned mo-
torcoach, and roundtrip air from 
OKC. $4,399 per person. $300 pp 
deposit. Contact Melani Roewe at 
(405) 293-2003 or visit http://bit.
ly/RevAckermanIreland to down-
load brochure. Secure online regis-
tration at http://bit.ly/29KPZTT.

Pregnancy and infant loss
St. Ann’s Ministry for Pregnan-

cy and Infant Loss will meet 6:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m. the second Thurs-
day of each month, beginning 
Sept. 8, at St. John the Baptist’s 
Raphael House in Edmond. The 
monthly Catholic support group 
consists of parents who have lost a 
child due to miscarriage, stillbirth, 
SIDS, medical conditions, etc. 
Everyone is welcome, no matter 
how long ago the loss occurred. 
The meetings are a place to share 
stories and resources, and find 
comfort in Christ’s teachings. A 
journal is available to record re-
flections. Childcare available upon 
request. Contact Marilyn Seiler 
(405) 340-0691, Ext. 197, 
parishnurse@stjohn-catholic.org.

St. Philip Neri second annual 
1/5th to 5K walk

The second annual 1/5th to 5K 
walk will be Saturday, Sept. 10, at 
Regional Park in Midwest City. 

National Day of Remembrance 
for Aborted Children

The third annual “National Day 
of Remembrance for Aborted Chil-
dren” will be observed Sept. 10 at 
St. Gregory’s University in Shaw-
nee. Mass at 10 a.m., followed by 
a rosary procession to the grotto of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe and a brief 
ceremony and blessing of wreaths. 
Light refreshments served. Go on-
line to http://abortionmemorials.
com.

Natural Family Planning
Knowing Natural Family Plan-

ning (NFP) can help postpone or 
achieve a pregnancy and enrich 
a marriage. An intro class in the 
Billings Ovulation Method will take 
place Sept. 11 at 10 a.m. in En-
glish and 2 p.m. in Spanish at St. 
Mary Church, 408 S. 8, Ponca City 
(Parish Center – McGurk Room). 
Ana Romero, NFP coordinator for 
the archdiocese, will present. Con-
tact (405) 721-8944.

Pilgrimages to archdiocesan 
Holy Doors of Mercy

During the Jubilee Year of Mer-
cy, join a pilgrimage to “Holy Doors 
of Mercy” sites in the archdiocese. 
St. Mary (Guthrie) of the Catholic 
Daughters of America has planned 
tours. St. Peter, Woodward, Sept. 
17; St. Wenceslaus Shrine of the 
Infant Jesus of Prague, Prague, 
Oct. 23; The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, St. Jo-
seph Old Cathedral, OKC, Nov. 12. 
Contact Gloria Belair at (405) 649-
2421 or gloriab@gbel323.com. 

Festival of the Americas and the 
World

Saint Eugene, 2400 W. Hefner 
Rd., will celebrate the 20th annual 
Festival of the Americas and the 
World from 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 18. Free admission. 
Live music, dance and vocal per-
formances and activities for kids. 
Food sales benefit the church, and 
encompass a variety of authentic 
ethnic foods of the many cultures 
and traditions represented in the 
parish as well as favorites like hot 
dogs and barbecue. 

Vocal health workshop for choirs
Fr. Stephen Bird, president of 

the Oklahoma Alliance for Liturgy 
and the Arts, invites church mu-
sicians to participate in a work-
shop on vocal health for choirs 
Sept. 24, 9 a.m. to Noon, First 
Presbyterian Church, N.W. 25 and 
Western Avenue. There are two 
general sessions: an overview of 
vocal health as well as protecting 
the voice in rehearsal. Breakout 
sessions include promoting vocal 
health as director of a multi-gen-
erational choir and a group voice 
lesson. Keynote is Kelly Holst, with 
additional breakouts by Barbara 
DeMaio and Warren Puffer Jones. 
Price $10, with $100/cap for 
choirs if postmarked by Sept. 19. 
After the 19th, individual regis-
tration is $15, choir cap is $150. 
Send checks payable to Oklahoma 
Alliance for Liturgy and the arts 
(or “OALA”) to 3102 N. Classen 
Blvd. No. 284, OKC 73118. Visit 
www.LiturgyAndArts.org, or call 
(405) 722-2110, Ext 115.

Shawnee carnival and bazaar
St. Benedict Catholic Church 

would like to extend an invita-
tion to attend the 2016 Annual 
Fundraiser Carnival and Bazaar 
on Saturday, Sept. 24, at 632 N. 
Kickapoo in Shawnee. Take Exit 
185 from Interstate 40 and then 
south three miles. The Granny’s 
Attic Garage Sale and Pancake 
Breakfast begin at 8 a.m. Silent 
auction, arts and crafts booth, 
game booths, inflatables, bake 
sale, food booths and entertain-
ment are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Contact 
St. Benedict at (405) 275-0001.

Oktoberfest at Mustang
Holy Spirit in Mustang is cel-

ebrating Oktoberfest from 6:30 
p.m. to 11 p.m., Sept. 24. Reserve 
a seat by calling the church office 
at (405) 376-9435 or visit www.

by calling the church office at 
(405) 376-9435 or visit www.holy-
spiritmustang.org, and select the 
Oktoberfest link. Proceeds to the 
new church building fund.

Annual young adult Mass and 
cookout with Archbishop 

The annual event is Sept. 25 at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center, be-
ginning at 3 p.m. Mass at 5 p.m.; 
cookout at 6 p.m. Presenter is Fr. 
Chris Brashears, associate pastor 

at St. Eugene. The theme is “Free 
Fallin’: From Trust to Conviction” 
– How to trust God more and keep 
our faith through the struggles. 
Register by Sept. 19. Call the 
Youth and Young Adult Office at 
(405) 721-9220.

40 days for Life campaign
From Sept. 28 through Nov. 6, 

40 days of prayer and fasting for 
an end to abortion. 40daysforlife.
com/oklahomacity.
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September

Are you a Catholic layperson 
who is drawn to religious life? 
Attend the monthly meet-
ing of the Third Order (Lay) 
Dominicans. Stanley Rother 
House (behind St. James) in 
OKC on the first Sunday of 
each month, from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m. Call John or Mary Mc-
Clernon at (405) 330-6334 or 
(405) 414-9407.  

Labor Day, CPC closed.

Feast of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.

St. Ann’s Ministry for Preg-
nancy and Infant Loss will 
meet 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. the 
second Thursday of each 
month, at St. John’s Rapha-
el House in Edmond. The 
monthly Catholic support 
group consists of parents 
who have lost a child due to 
miscarriage, stillbirth, SIDS, 
medical conditions, etc. Ev-
eryone is welcome, no matter 
how long ago the loss oc-
curred. Contact Marilyn Seiler 
(405) 340-0691, Ext. 197, 
parishnurse@stjohn-catholic.
org.

The Luminous Mysteries of 
the Rosary will be sung by the 
combined choirs of Epipha-
ny at 7 p.m., celebrating the 
Nativity of Mary and for the 

special intention of the evan-
gelization of the parish.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, Thursdays, 7 p.m., 
Catholic Pastoral Center. 
Contact Toni Calvey at (405) 
630-0539, tonicalvey1900@
gmail.com or visit 
www.SpiritOKC.org.

Eucharistic adoration will be 
held each week from 9 p.m. 
Thursday to 3 p.m. Friday at 
the Gospel of Life Dwelling 
chapel, 1145 S.W. 42, OKC. 
Enter through side door. 
Contact Sr. Maria at (405) 
778-1107.

Memorial of St. Peter Claver, 
Day of Prayer for Peace in 
Our Communities.

Bingo at St. Joseph, Norman. 
Dinner served 6:15 p.m. 
Games begin 7 p.m. with sec-
ond session at 8:30 p.m. 

The National Day of Remem-
brance for Aborted Children 
will be observed at St. Greg-
ory’s University in Shawnee. 
Mass at 10 a.m., followed by 
a rosary procession to the 
grotto of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe and a brief ceremony. 
http://abortionmemorials.
com.

The Red Plains Benedictine 
Oblates of Mt. St. Scholastica 

meet monthly on the second 
Saturday from Noon to 2:30 
p.m. in the school building, 
Rm. A/B, at St. Charles Bor-
romeo. Contact Judith Martin 
at jmmartinosb@yahoo.com.

Bingo Night at St Paul the 
Apostle, 3901 S. Sunnylane, 
Del City. Doors open at 6 p.m. 
Hamburgers/fries and other 
concessions available. Mini 
games begin at 6:30 p.m.; 
regular session at 7 p.m.

An NFP intro class in the 
Billings Ovulation Method 10 
a.m. in English and 2 p.m. in 
Spanish at St. Mary, 408 S. 
8, Ponca City, McGurk Room. 
Contact (405) 721-8944.

Pray the Rosary for Life at the 
Norman abortion clinic, 2453 
Wilcox Dr., at 6:30 p.m. every 
Sunday. Contact Connie Lang 
at jlang9@cox.net.

Feast of the Most Holy Name 
of Mary.

Catholic War Veterans (of 
any war/conflict) will meet 
the second Tuesday of each 
month in the community 
room of St. Ann Retirement 
Center at 7 p.m. Contact Fr. 
M. Price Oswalt at (405) 235-
4565.

Feast of the Exaltation of the 
Holy Cross.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
Oklahoma Memorial Post 168 
will hold monthly meeting at 
7 p.m. every second Wednes-
day in the Sunnylane Family 
Reception Center, 3900 S.E. 
29, Del City. Contact Ken at 
(405) 739-0036.

Memorial of Our Lady of Sor-
rows.

Monthly Novena to the In-
fant Jesus of Prague. During 
these nine days, the novena 
prayers will be as follows 
– Monday-Friday following 
Noon Mass, Saturday follow-
ing 5 p.m. Mass, and Sunday 
following 11 a.m. Mass.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, at 
St. Ann Nursing Home, OKC, 
on the first and third Satur-
days of each month. Mass at 
9:30 a.m.; meetings following. 
Contact Karen Banks at (405) 
396-9086.

Festival of Americas and the 
World, 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at St. Eugene, 2400 W. Hef-
ner Rd. Authentic food from 
many cultures for sale to 
benefit the parish’s outreach 
ministries. Admission and an 
all-day program of entertain-
ment is free, including activi-
ties for children.
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Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.
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REGIONAL OFFICES:

In the Oklahoma City area:
Catholic Charities
1501 N. Classen Blvd.
OKC 73106
Phone: (405) 523-3000
Toll free: (800) 375-8514
Fax: (405) 523-3030
www.catholiccharitiesok.org
Hours: Monday - Friday 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Ardmore:
Catholic Charities
125 E St. S.W.
Ardmore, OK 73401
Phone: (580) 798-2305
Fax: (580) 798-2310

Clinton:
Catholic Charities
1217 Knox Avenue
Clinton, OK 73601
Phone: (580) 323-6363

Toll free: (866) 852-6363
Fax: (580) 323-6378

Enid:
Catholic Charities
710 W. Maine
Enid, OK 73701
Phone: (580) 237-7352
Fax: (580) 237-0164

Lawton:
Catholic Charities

1930 NW Ferris Ave., Ste. 8
Lawton, OK 73507
Phone: (580) 353-1811
Fax: (580) 353-1842

Guymon:
Catholic Charities
904 N. Main St.
P.O. Box 1195
Guymon, OK 73942
Phone: (580) 468-0904
Fax: (580) 468-0904


