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Go Make Disciples

Catholic social justice and the Civil Rights Movement
Church celebrates 50 years since the signing of the Civil Rights Act

On a steamy Georgia morning 
in March 1965, Father Eusebius 
Beltran and three of his brother 
priests piled into the four-door 
sedan they borrowed from the 
Archdiocese of Atlanta and headed 
south toward Selma, Ala. 

It had been two days since they’d 
heard news of a police shooting 
and beatings during a protest 
march in Selma that would later 
become known as “Bloody Sun-
day.” 

The men were not strangers to 
marches during the Civil Rights 
Movement, having marched many 
times through the streets of At-
lanta to protest discrimination by 
schools, restaurants, bus stations 
and other public venues. But, they 
hadn’t marched in a protest like 
this. The Selma marches became a 
national spark to protest the ongo-
ing exclusion of African-American 
voters from the electoral process 
and from the discrimination they 
faced.

At the urging of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., who they’d spoken 
with often at his father’s Bap-
tist church, the Catholic priests 
sought approval from Archbishop 
Hallinan for the road trip to Selma 
and use of the archdiocese’s car. 

“He told me that he wanted to 
see the boys, the priests, who were 
going with me before we left,” said 
Archbishop Beltran, who is now 
Archbishop Emeritus of the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City. 

“The four of us went to see Arch-
bishop Hallinan in the hospital 
and that’s when he asked us ‘Do 
you guys know what you’re doing? 
Do you realize you’re breaking the 
law? Do you know that you could 

go to jail? And, that if you go to 
jail, I want to let you know I will 
not bail you out because part of 
standing for the truth is you take 
the punishment, and that’s part 
of the punishment.’ We said we all 
knew that, and he said ‘OK, God 
bless you.’”

After a nervous 4-hour drive to 
Selma, the priests each claimed a 
mattress on the fl oor of a hallway 

at the Catholic church and headed 
to join the crowds at a pre-march 
pep rally.

“The whole thing was well-or-
ganized and there was always 
a spokesman up there who was 
giving directions, reminding people 
no violence and to be ready to take 
a beating. It was scary in a way, 
but when you’re young, you don’t 
think about it. And, it had to be 

done too. It was part of the move-
ment at that time. Selma brought 
together everything we were work-
ing toward.”

The next day, the march began 
in the same way it had two days 
earlier. Dr. King led the way across 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge where 
the group of more than 2,500 
marchers were met by state troop-
ers. Since a judge had issued a 
court order prohibiting the march-
ers from continuing to Montgom-
ery, Ala., they turned around and 
marched back to the church with-
out incident. (Later that evening, 
three white pastors were attacked 
by members of the Klu Klux Klan, 
killing one Universalist pastor after 
the public hospital refused treat-
ment.)

Following the second march, 
which became known as “Turn-
around Tuesday,” Father Beltran 
and his crew returned to Atlanta 
where they continued their meet-
ings and marches for several years 
– including a march to protest a 
segregated chicken restaurant 
owned by Lester Maddox, who lat-
er became Georgia’s governor.

It has been 50 years since Pres-
ident Lyndon Johnson signed the 
landmark Civil Rights Act, which 
outlawed discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex or na-
tional origin, and ended unequal 
application of voter registration re-
quirements and racial segregation 
in schools, at the workplace and 
by facilities that served the general 
public.

While there have been signifi cant 
gains in opportunity, fairness and 
civil rights, Archbishop Beltran 
said new clashes such as those in 
Ferguson, Mo., are most unfortu-

continued on page 16
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Clockwise from top: The Selma march reaches 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge. Then Father 
Beltran with his dog. A map of the route 
Father Beltran took through Selma. Photo of 
Archbishop Beltran courtesy of the Archdiocese 
of Atlanta.

Eucharistic procession 
held at Saint Francis

To counteract the effects of the Satanic ritual 
scheduled for the evening of Sept. 21 at the Okla-
homa City Civic Center, Archbishop Coakley, the 
faithful of the archdiocese and men and women 
from across the country will join in a Holy Hour 
before the Blessed Sacrament, a Eucharistic Pro-
cession and Benediction. The event begins at 3 p.m. 
at Saint Francis of Assisi Church in Oklahoma City.

Pope Francis leads Benediction outside the Basilica of St. Mary 
Major as he celebrates the feast of Corpus Christi in Rome June 
19. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

Find more photos of the 
Our Lady of La Vang cele-
bration, the Day of Remem-
brance in Shawnee and Fr. 
Natsuhara’s funeral in our 
Picture Gallery.

Fr. William Ross and 
Fr. Paulose V. Kottackal 
celebrated their 60th and 
40th Jubilees of priesthood, 
respectively. To watch a video 
commemorating their minis-
try and vocation, scroll down 
to the “Videos” section at 
archokc.org. This year’s other 
Jubilarians were Fr. Kevin 
Devlin and Fr. Jesus San-
cho-Martin, OCD.

Catholic Charities’ Annu-
al Appeal started this week-
end. Go to http://catholic-
charitiesok.org/ to see the 
different ways they serve with 
love.

The fall “Encounter With 
God’s Call” weekend at Con-
ception Seminary College for 
young men interested in the 
priesthood is scheduled for 
Nov. 8-10. Please contact the 
vocations offi ce at (405) 721-
9351 or jmulligan@archokc.
org to make a reservation.

It’s Catechetical Sunday! 
Learn more about God’s gift 
of forgiveness at usccb.org.

Plus, don’t miss daily 
updates on Facebook and 

Twitter!

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Sept. 21 – Holy Hour with Eucharistic Procession and Benediction, 3 p.m., Saint Francis of Assisi Church,           
                 Oklahoma City
Sept. 23-25 – Catholic Extension Mission Bishops Conference, Chicago
Sept. 26 – Mass for Fall Teachers Institute, 8:30 a.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel at
       Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 27 – Mass for Catechetical Congress, Noon, Saint Francis De Sales Chapel at Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 27 – Red Mass, 5 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Oklahoma City
Sept. 28 – Mass and dinner with students, 5 p.m., Saint Thomas More University Parish and Student Center
Sept. 30 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel at Catholic Pastoral Center
Oct. 1 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8 a.m., Saint Mary School, Guthrie
Oct. 2 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:15 a.m., Christ the King School, Oklahoma City
Oct. 3 – Worldwide Children’s Eucharistic Holy Hour, 8:30 a.m., Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton School, Edmond
Oct. 4 – Keynote speaker for 2014 Rediscover: Catholic Celebration, Minneapolis
Oct. 5 – Archbishop’s Annual Picnic for Priests, Deacons, Religious, CPC Staff and Board Members, 5 p.m.,       
              Catholic Pastoral Center

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

On Sunday, Sept. 21, a local satanic sect apparently 
will be allowed to conduct a public act of blasphemy in 
the form of a so-called black mass at the Civic Center 
in Oklahoma City. In spite of an overwhelming outcry 
of alarm from around the world, our city leaders will 
allow this outrage to take place in a publicly supported 
facility. They will not accede to the reasonable requests 
of local citizens to stop this outright mockery of the 
Catholic Mass nor the reasonable concerns of so many 
that this satanic ritual invokes powers of evil and in-
vites them into our community.

Even though our city leaders apparently do not 
take this threat seriously, I do. As a Catholic priest 
and bishop I have witnessed in my ministry the battle 
between forces of good and evil in both ordinary and 
extraordinary ways. It is not merely a struggle rooted 
in human weakness and ignorance, though these are 
certainly the source of much suffering and mayhem in 
our lives and in our world. Demonic activity and the 
chaotic forces of evil are very real. The madness of war 
accompanied by increasingly brutal acts of terror, the 
violence in our schools and communities are all evi-
dence that something is terribly wrong.

The crucial battleground for the forces of good and 
evil is the human heart. As a Christian, I believe that 
Jesus Christ came to conquer the power of sin and to 
cast out demons. This was an essential part of his mis-
sion and ministry. It continues in his Church. Through 
his death and resurrection, Jesus Christ has gained 
the victory. He has destroyed the power of Satan, the 
Prince of Darkness and Father of Lies. The war has 
been won, though skirmishes will continue until Christ 
comes again in glory. As people of faith we dare not 
lose hope. Victory is assured.

This ordeal in our community has been ongoing for 
nearly three months, since we fi rst became aware of 
the scheduled black mass. In spite of our apparent 
inability to prevent this sacrilegious event from taking 
place, I am grateful for a number of blessings that have 
accrued through this trial. I am grateful for the signif-
icant legal victory that allowed us to regain possession 
of the consecrated Host that would have been dese-
crated during the black mass. I am deeply grateful for 

the strong response to 
our appeal for prayer 
throughout the Chris-
tian community. Peo-
ple across Oklahoma, 
throughout our great 
country and around the 
world have responded 
with prayer and fasting. 
We have been given an 
opportunity to express 
our faith in the Lord and 
our profound gratitude for his gift of the Eucharist 
through acts of devotion. Many of our Catholic people 
have been appealing to St. Michael the Archangel for 
heavenly protection against the powers of evil in our 
world.

On Sunday, Sept. 21, we will gather for a public act 
of worship at St. Francis of Assisi Church. I invite all 
Catholics as well as other Christians and people of 
good will to join us for a Eucharistic Holy Hour, an out-
door Eucharistic procession and Benediction beginning 
at 3 p.m. We will prayerfully bear witness to our faith 
as an expression of our solidarity and in reparation for 
acts of blasphemy.

I am aware that other groups are planning to show 
their opposition to the blasphemous event that evening 
at the Civic Center. I urgently ask everyone to avoid 
confrontations with those who might oppose them. Our 
witness ought to be reverent, respectful and peaceful. 
I urge those who might plan to attend the black mass 
in order to pray or to protest not to do so! Please do not 
enter the venue. It would be presumptuous and dan-
gerous to expose oneself to others to these evil infl u-
ences.    

Finally, let us demonstrate our faith in the power of 
the Lord’s grace by praying for the conversion of those 
who are perpetrating this sacrilege and are bound by 
the Evil One. “But I say to you, love your enemies, and 
pray for those who persecute you, that you may be 
children of your heavenly Father, for he makes his sun 
rise on the bad and the good, and causes rain to fall on 
the just and the unjust.” (Mt 5:44,45)

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

The hour has come

Offi cial Appointment
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Effective September 19

Father Daniel J. Letourneau
Administrator
Saint Joseph Old Cathedral,
Oklahoma City

After his meeting 
in Rome on Sept. 
3 with the Con-
gregation for the 
Causes of Saints, 
Archbishop Coak-
ley said that the 
positio presenta-
tion for Fr. Rother 
went well!

Positio
Update
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Bishop McGuinness High School fi les lawsuit 
challenging OSSAA rule

A federal lawsuit fi led Sept. 8 by Bishop 
McGuinness Catholic High School challenges 
a rule adopted by the Oklahoma Secondary 
School Activities Association that unfairly 
targets private high schools and forces student 
athletes to compete against teams from schools 
six times their size.

The lawsuit, fi led in U.S. District Court for 
the Western District of Oklahoma, challenges 
Rule 14, which was adopted by the OSSAA in 
April 2011. The lawsuit contends that Rule 14 
violates the 14th Amendment of the U.S. Con-
stitution as well as Oklahoma law.

The rule has, and will, force Bishop McGuin-
ness student athletes to unsafely and unfair-
ly compete against teams from much larger 
schools with an average student population 
that is more than double, and up to six times 
larger, than that of Bishop McGuinness. The 
average student population at Bishop McGuin-
ness is approximately 700, whereas the aver-
age student population of the two largest 6A 
schools is 4,790 and 4,483 respectively.

“We expect the rules passed by the OSSAA 
to be applied fairly to all members and to not 
deliberately discriminate against one group. 
Rule 14 not only discriminates against pri-
vate high schools, but seeks to purposefully 
put their student athletes at a disadvantage 
and in potentially unsafe playing conditions in 
certain sports,” Principal David Morton said. 
“We expressed these concerns with the OSSAA 

when they added the rule, but the association’s 
board of directors unfortunately chose to move 
forward.”

When schools join the OSSAA, they are each 
placed in a classifi cation system based on the 
school’s average daily membership. The system 
is designed to provide fair competition and a 
safe environment for all schools by ensuring 
match-ups in playoff competition between 
schools of similar sizes. By amending Rule 14, 
the association created new guidelines that 
have the effect of targeting private schools and 
forcing many student athletes into the same 

unsafe and unfair competitive environment the 
classifi cation system sought to avoid.

Under the original classifi cation system, 
Bishop McGuinness qualifi es to compete in 
Class 5A. The amendment of Rule 14 forces 
several of Bishop McGuinness’ teams to com-
pete in the state’s largest class, 6A. Most trou-
bling is that Rule 14 requires both boys’ and 
girls’ teams to move up a class in the sports 
of basketball, soccer, cross-country and track 
based upon the success of either team.

This year, Bishop McGuinness’ girls’ basket-
ball team is required to move to Class 6A solely 
due to the success of the boys’ basketball 
team.

“We believe that forcing our girls’ basket-
ball athletes to compete at the Class 6A level 
based solely on the success of the boys’ basket-
ball team is inherently discriminatory toward 
female athletes,” Bishop McGuinness Athletic 
Director Gary Savely said.

“Rule 14 contains no valid rationale for the 
movement of only private high school teams to 
a higher classifi cation other than to create a 
disadvantage for the students attending private 
high schools,” Principal Morton said. “Our goal 
with this lawsuit is to prevent the OSSAA from 
enforcing this arbitrary rule, and to ensure all 
schools and student athletes are provided a fair 
and safe environment in which to compete.”

For updates or a copy of the complaint, go 
online to www.archokc.org.

True Christians aren’t elitist – they generate life, Pope says

VATICAN CITY – At his weekly general au-
dience, Pope Francis spoke on what it means 
to evangelize, calling it apostolic work born of 
an encounter with Christ rather than lifeless 
efforts from the self-appointed “elect.”

He also asked for prayers for his trip to 
Albania on Sept. 21, saying that his choice to 
visit the country was because of the suffering 
endured on account of “a terrible atheist re-
gime and is now realizing peaceful co-existence 
among its various religious components.”

Earlier in the morning, Pope Francis offered 
catechesis to those gathered in the square, 
refl ecting on the words “catholicity” and “apos-
tolic.”

The Church, the Pope said, shows her “cath-
olicity” – or “universality” – by speaking all lan-
guages, which is the effect of Pentecost, when 
the Holy Spirit gave to the apostles and the 
whole Church the gift of proclaiming the good 
news of God’s salvation and love to all, even to 
the ends of the earth.”

The Church is also by its nature missionary, 
“given to evangelization and encounter” – in 
other words, apostolic.

In off-the-cuff remarks, Pope Francis not-
ed how today the Gospel is available in every 
language. For this reason, he said, it is a good 
habit to carry a copy of the Gospel with us in 
our pocket or purse to read throughout the 
day.

“The Gospel is available in every language,” 
he said, “because the Church, the message of 
Jesus Christ redeemer, is in all the world.” This 
is why one can say that the Church is Catholic, 
and universal.

To say that the Church is born Catholic, the 
Pope said, is to say that it is “born to go out” – 
“born missionary.”

Had the apostles remained in the Upper 
Room without going out to proclaim the Gos-
pel, he continued, the Church would have 
consisted solely of the people in that city, in 
the Upper Room.

“But they all went out to the world,” he said, 
“from the moment of the Church’s birth, from 
the moment in which the Holy Spirit came, and 
for this reason, the Church was born “in going 
out” – that is, missionary.

Pope Francis added that those of us living 
today are in “continuity” with the Apostles who 
went out after having received the Holy Spirit.

The Church’s call to proclaim the Gospel, 
showing the “tenderness and power of God,” 
the Pope continued, “fl ows from Pentecost.”

He also warned against sentiments of those 
Christians who see themselves as being among 
the “elect,” saying that they die, fi rst in spirit 
then in body.

“Such people do not have life,” he said, nor 
do they “have the capacity to generate life ... 
they are not apostles.”

Rather, he said, “the Spirit compels us to 
encounter our brothers and sisters, even those 

most distant from us in every way, to share 
with them the love, peace and joy of the Risen 
Lord.”

By Ann Schneible 
CNA/EWTN News 

Pope Francis greets pilgrims in St. Peter’s Square before 
the Wed. general audience on April 16, 2014. Credit: Daniel 
Ibanez/CNA

Ministries to
divorced,

remarried strive 
to echo pope’s 
call for mercy

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Divorce 
is never easy. From the realization 
that love has failed to feelings of 
shame and a tendency to assess 
blame, divorce poses an untidy 
conundrum for families even when 
a couple settles on an amicable 
legal separation. In the eyes of the 
church, a divorced couple remains 
married until a decree of nullity 
is issued, if a couple chooses to 

go that route. There’s even more 
of a challenge for faithful divorced 
Catholics, who often misunder-
stand church teaching on marriage. 
Divorced people may separate 
themselves from the church, believ-
ing they have been automatically 
excommunicated or banned from 
church activities even though they 
have not remarried. People who are 
civilly divorced and do not marry 

someone else are not prohibited 
from receiving Communion under 
canon law. However, church prac-
tice prohibits people in irregular 
marriages — those civilly remarried 
without receiving an annulment — 
from receiving Communion, serving 
as lector or extraordinary minister 
of holy Communion, teaching in 
a Catholic institution and holding 
certain parish or diocesan offi ces.
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Remembering the great Fouad Ajami
In a year replete with devastating 

news, the June 22 death of Middle 
East scholar Fouad Ajami hit espe-
cially hard. For decades, Fouad, a 
man of genius who I was honored 
to call a friend, was an invaluable 
mentor in matters involving the 
Arab world and its often-lethal 
discontents. It was a cauldron of 
self-destructive passions he knew 
well, this Lebanese Shiite who 
came to the United States because 
he found here a model of the civil-
ity and tolerance he wished for his 
people.

 Fouad Ajami described the 
pathologies of the Arab world with 
singular clarity and literary grace. 
His was not the carping of the exile 
who despises what he has left; it 
was the sharp, penetrating and 
ultimately compassionate (because 
true) critique of one who mourn-
ed the catastrophic condition of 
contemporary Arab civilization, 
the hijacking of Arab politics by 
self-serving dictators, virulent 
anti-Semites and Islamist fanatics, 
and the untold lives warped or lost 
in consequence. That deep, moral 
passion about the corruptions of 
Arab culture was never more elo-
quently expressed than in the col-
umn he wrote for the Wall Street 
Journal, a month after 9/11:

“A darkness, a long winter, has 
descended on the Arabs. Nothing 
grows in the middle between an 
authoritarian political order and 
populations given to perennial 
fl ings with dictators, abandoned 
to their most malignant hatreds. 

Something is amiss in an Arab 
world that besieges American em-
bassies for visas and at the same 
time celebrates America’s calami-
ties. Something has gone terribly 
wrong in a world where young men 
strap themselves with explosives, 
only to be hailed as “martyrs” and 
“avengers.”

Some months ago, I got an 
e-mail from Fouad, expressing his 
enthusiasm for what he had seen 
of Pope Francis and teasing me 
that, under these circumstances, 
he might become a Catholic. It 
was a light-hearted comment with 
a serious undertone. For years, 
Fouad had told me of his respect 
for John Paul II and Benedict XVI; 
he had also invited me to address 
his seminar at the Johns Hopkins 
School of Advanced International 
Studies on the role of the Catholic 
Church in shaping world politics. 
That role, Fouad understood, had 
changed. The power the Church 
deployed today was not the polit-
ical power it once wielded; it was 
now moral power, the power of 
persuasion and reason, both of 
which Fouad believed essential to 
the Arab world’s recovery from the 
intellectual morass into which it 
had sunk centuries ago.

Thus, while the herd of indepen-
dent minds was having a fi eld day 
condemning Benedict XVI for his 
2006 Regensburg Lecture, Fouad 
understood that the Bavarian pope 
had correctly identifi ed the two 
critical challenges that contempo-
rary history posed to 21st Century 

Islam: the challenges of fi nding, 
within authoritative Islamic sourc-
es, Islamic warrants underwriting 
religious tolerance and distin-
guishing religious and political 
authority in public life.

The answer to political Islamism 
and jihadism, Fouad knew, was 
not turning hundreds of millions of 
Muslims into good secular liber-
als; that simply wasn’t going to 
happen, the fantasies of secular 
foreign policy strategists notwith-
standing. But, there was an alter-
native. The Catholic Church had 
retrieved lost elements of its own 
tradition, and learned some new 
things along the way, in coming to 
terms with religious freedom and 
political modernity. That’s what 
Islam would have to do.

Fouad Ajami would have been 
heartbroken over Mosul being 
emptied of its Christians by the 
homicidal maniacs of the Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant.

May the great soul of this man of 
reason and decency rest in peace.

George Weigel is a senior fellow 
of the Ethics and Public Policy Cen-
ter in Washington D.C.

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center

Generation Y: An answer to uncertainty 
Friday night pizza was a ritual in 

my early 20s. I helped the mother 
of the house roll dough or make 
sauce as other twenty-somethings 
came in. The father arrived, fer-
rying one of the boys from soccer. 
We debated how long the pizza 
should bake and at what tem-
perature, each adult professing a 
slightly different system depending 
on their crust preference.

As the pizza fi nished, we sat and 
talked about both world events 
and happenings in our own lives 
while we enjoyed the warm meal 
and wheat ale. Before long, the 
conversation turned to questions 
surrounding vocation: what work 
should I do, where should I live, 
will I marry, and other increasingly 
common uncertainties for young 
adults. While these questions are 
by no means new, they are no less 
dramatic — and, judging by the 
plethora of articles on Generation 
Y, Peter Pan syndrome and the 
Quarter-Life crisis, our generation 
is experiencing these issues in a 
unique way.

The writings of Spanish priest 
Julián Carrón, leader of the inter-
national lay movement Commu-
nion and Liberation, including his 
May 2010 speech to graduating 
students, provides a guide for 
those gripped by the question of 
what to do with their lives. His 
writings are as applicable to those 

who sit around my kitchen ta-
ble now as they were to me a few 
years ago.

Carrón begins by emphasizing 
that at the heart of the vocational 
question, “What am I to do?” is an 
existential one, “What am I here 
for and who am I?” The catechism 
answer, “To know, love, and serve 
God,” is a good starting point. 
Carrón underscores that serv-
ing others is not external to our 
personhood, but intrinsic; service 
to others is an essential aspect of 
what it means to be human. We 
are relational beings, always ex-
isting in connection to others. An 
integral part of our nature, which 
grows as we mature, is to serve 
others. It is only through the gift of 
ourselves to others, we are able to 
fi nd ourselves.  

Once we understand that we are 
made to serve God through oth-
ers, two criteria of Carrón’s follow: 
fi rst, that we must discover what 
our own natural inclinations are, 
so as to discover how we can best 
serve others; secondly, we must 
ask ourselves what the world 
needs. 

Carrón continues by empha-
sizing that we have to choose, 
for not choosing is itself a choice 
— a statement that is crippling 
to many young adults, unsure 
of what to choose.  We have to 
choose the fi rst step — whether 

that’s taking a job or going on a 
date — and then the path becomes 
more clear. When we take the fi rst 
step, not everything in life can be 
decided or certain, but it is only 
through beginning that we know 
which way to proceed. 

Finally, Carrón says something 
even more radical: that the inevi-
table circumstances are for us, not 
against us. The limiting circum-
stances of our lives actually lead 
us and point us in the direction 
of God’s calling. For example, a 
young person has to take care of a 
sick family member, so she has to 
live at home or close to home. This 
is not against her vocation, but an 
aspect of it.

He closes, “Any circumstance 
is part of reaching destiny and 
happiness. This is truly liberat-
ing because happiness does not 
depend on worldly success, but 
on my service of the whole, of the 
Kingdom of God.”

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick is 
a freelance columnist for the Sooner 
Catholic.

Anamaría 
Scaperlanda 

Biddick
For the Sooner 

Catholic
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Archdiocese honors Our Lady of La Vang

Saint Mary’s in Guthrie celebrates 125 years

Archbishop Coakley presents Fr. Charles Murphy with a papal blessing commemorating the 
125th anniversary of St. Mary’s. Photos Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic

The Vietnamese community of the archdio-
cese celebrated Our Lady of La Vang on Sept. 
14 with prayer, precession, Mass and tradition-
al food at a daylong celebration at Our Lady’s 
Cathedral.

The day started with prayers at the perma-
nent shrine to Our Lady of La Vang, just to the 
south of the Cathedral. From there, a statue of 
Our Lady of La Vang was carried at the front of 
the procession around the church property and 
into the church. 

Multiple groups were represented in the pro-
cession with fl ower girls leaving a trail of petals 
before the statue. Archbishop Paul Coakley 
joined the concelebrating priest, deacons and 
the congregation to form the rest of the proces-
sion.

At the bilingual Mass, Archbishop Coakley 
talked about Mary, the mother of God and how 
she is a mother to all Catholics.

“Mary has a mother’s heart for all who suf-
fer, especially those suffering for their faith,” 
Coakley said. 

The history of Our Lady of La Vang dates 
back to 1798 when there was a great persecu-
tion of Catholics in Vietnam. Many Catholics 
took refuge in the jungle. They faced many 
hardships, including sickness and famine.

One day, Our Lady appeared to them with a 
small child. She told them she was the moth-
er of God. She encouraged them and consoled 
them.

“Mary appeared in an out of the way place to 
bring comfort and healing to the Vietnamese 
Catholics who were suffering persecution and 

various affl ictions during a time of bitter perse-
cution,” Coakley said.

  “Mary our mother stands with us in our 
suffering as she stood with Jesus at the cross. 

She too stood with the Vietnamese Catholics as 
they were persecuted for their faith.” 

Vietnamese Catholic’s have a great devotion 
to Our Lady of La Vang. Following the persecu-
tion, the witnesses to Mary’s visitation and her 
message spread the story in their home villages 
and across Vietnam. 

The fi rst church was built on the site in 
1820. In 1959, Our Lady of La Vang was 
named the national shrine of Vietnam.

Cara Koenig is the photo editor for the Sooner 
Catholic and the special projects manager for 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

The celebration of Our Lady of La Vang commemorates the 
18th century apparition of the Virgin Mary to persecuted Viet-
namese Catholics. The celebration involves a Mass, a proces-
sion with a statue of Our Lady of La Vang, dances and colorful 
costumes. Photos Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic 

By Cara Koenig
The Sooner Catholic

Saint Mary Catholic Church in 
Guthrie celebrated on Sept. 7 the 
125th anniversary of the dedica-
tion of the current church build-
ing. Archbishop 
Paul Coakley, 
Archbishop 
Emeritus Eu-
sebius Beltran, 
Father Charles 
Murphy, past 
pastors and 
current and past 
parishioners were 
all in attendance.

At the end of 
Mass, Archbish-
op Coakley presented Father Mur-
phy with a papal blessing for the 
anniversary. A reception was held 
after the Mass with memorabilia, a 
historical slide show, a great meal 
and a lot of memories.

Archbishop Coakley in his homi-
ly talked about the history of Saint 
Mary’s church. Saint Mary’s acted 
as the fi rst cathedral of Indian 
Territory, and it was where Bishop 
Meershaert fi rst arrived in Okla-
homa. The fi rst priest ordained for 
Oklahoma was ordained at Saint 
Mary’s. 

But, when you ask the parish-
ioners about the church’s legacy, 
their answers are not about the 
building or the history, though 
they are very proud of that, they’re 
about the people.

Jim Holman, a board member 

for the parish, and his wife raised 
their children in Guthrie. They left 
with his job in 1981, but returned 
in 1997.

“All of my children were baptized 
here, and I waited until we came 

back to be baptized 
here myself. It is like 
a family. No matter 
where we went, Saint 
Mary’s always felt 
like home,” Holman 
said.

Father Stephen 
Austin is a former 
parishioner at Saint 
Mary’s. He serves at 
the Church of the 
Resurrection in Tulsa 

and came home for the anniver-
sary. He remembers the impact of 
the faith of the parishioners affect-
ing his calling to the priesthood.

“Going to daily Mass and seeing 
all the faithful come to Mass every 
day inspired me then and now,” 
Father Austin said.

Joan Robinedde grew up at Saint 
Mary’s and was one of the last to 
enter the convent when it was in 
Guthrie. Looking back, she has 
many memories.

“It was a close knit bunch. It 
was a really nice place to grow up. 
Everyone knew everyone and they 
took care of each other,” Robined-
de said.

Cara Koenig is the photo editor 
for the Sooner Catholic and the 
special projects manager for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

By Cara Koenig
The Sooner Catholic

“No matter 
where we went, 
Saint Mary’s 
always felt like 
home...”
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Meet Our 
Sisters

This is part of a series to intro-
duce the religious sisters of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
The sisters serve in Oklahoma.

Sister Mary Rose Elizabeth 
Power, RSM

What community do you belong 
to? Institute of the Sisters of Mercy of the Ameri-
cas, South Central Community.

What is your ministry in the Archdiocese of 
OKC? My ministry is Mercy Services/Pastoral 
Chaplain, which visits patients, families and 
co-workers; and participates in Mercy boards 
and committees, which provide for needs of pa-
tients and co-workers, and plans activities. The 
ministry meets with Mercy nurses and palliative 
care for consultation, and is the local conve-
ner/coordinator for Sisters of Mercy Retirement 
Center.

When and at what age did you enter the con-
vent? I entered the convent on Sept. 8, 1948, at 
age 18.

When did you make your fi nal vows? My fi rst 
vows were on March 12, 1951. Perpetual Profes-
sion was on Aug. 16, 1954. I was an elementary 
school teacher for a few years. Most of my min-
istry life, I have spent as a nurse, educator and 
in hospital administration.

When and how did you fi rst discern a call 
to the religious life? I was invited by a former 
Sister of Mercy teacher, following graduation, 
and witnessed her life of service to others. While 
working at a large segregated hospital facility in 
New Orleans, I took a frail, hungry black lady, 
suffering from cancer to a nearby drug store 
counter. A physician later told me I “had a lot of 
nerve. Maybe you should be one of those Sisters 
of Mercy.” I replied, “She’s hungry and could not 
take the aroma of the hospital food anymore.” I 
knew then what I was supposed to do. I became 
a Sister of Mercy the following year.

What has surprised you the most in your voca-
tion? What has surprised me most has been the 
continuous ministry for the need of service to all 
I meet without judgment.

What is the most fulfi lling part of your voca-
tion? I am most fulfi lled when I experience the 
compassion of Jesus. Love is the total fulfi ll-
ment of Mercy, which fulfi lls me, the giver and 
the recipient. The spirit of hospitality blesses my 
life with gratitude and encourages me to render 
service to others with tenderness and compas-
sion.

What is your advice to young women who are 
in the process of discerning their vocation?  Al-
ways “Do the right thing. Follow your heart. You 
can’t lose when you extend mercy, which is love 
and compassion.”

Sisters of Mercy of the Americas, an interna-
tional community of more than 3,400 Sisters, 
make a difference in the lives of others, in-
cluding those of the Caribbean, Guam and the 
Philippines. Sisters serve in a variety of minis-
tries, including healthcare, education, housing, 
pastoral, spiritual and justice initiatives. Mercy 
Health Center Retirement Convent accommo-
dates 13 Sisters, and fi ve other Mercy Sisters 
serve throughout Oklahoma.

Jubilarian Dinner celebrates 
ordination anniversaries

International priests encourage diversity

When Father Swamy Andarias celebrat-
ed his fi rst Mass at Saint Peter’s Catholic 
Church in Woodward, he was nervous about 
what the parishioners would think of him, 
especially his English pronunciation. To his 
delight, a number of the parishioners stopped 
him after Mass to thank him for his wonderful 
homily.

“I was extremely 
happy when I heard 
their appreciation, 
positive comments 
and their accep-
tance,” Father An-
darias said. “It was 
really a big deal to 
hear those com-
ments on that fi rst 
day.”

Now the pastor at 
Sacred Heart parish 
in Mangum as well 
as its missions in 
Hobart and Hollis, Father Andarias is begin-
ning his fourth year as a missionary priest 
for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. His 
vocation began in K.K. Pudur, a small town in 
southern India. After his parents experienced 
infertility for 14 years, they vowed to Our 
Lady of Good Health that if they were blessed 
with a child they would encourage him or her 
to pursue a religious vocation.

“Once I was born and then throughout my 
childhood, my parents motivated and encour-
aged me to consider the priesthood and slowly 
I came to know my vocation,” Father Andarias 
said.

After serving as a priest for the Diocese of 
Nellore, India for 11 years, his bishop gave 
him the opportunity to serve Oklahoma’s 
Catholics. Once he arrived, Father Andarias 
realized that navigating the two vastly differ-
ent cultures would be his biggest challenge.

“In India, a priest is not only a spiritual 
church leader but also a father for everyone,” 
Father Andarias said. “Here in America, our 
ministry is confi ned to our spiritual activi-
ties.”

To help the archdiocese’s international 
priests adjust to life in the United States, Fa-
ther Scott Boeckman, vicar of priests for the 
archdiocese, ensures they feel welcome and 
valued. Veteran missionary priests also serve 

as mentors to the newly arrived priests.
“It is very powerful to have someone from 

your own diocese and culture help walk you 
through the transition,” Father Boeckman 
said.

Each year, the international priests who 
serve the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
gather for the International Priest Forum. A 
day of fellowship and continuing education, 
this year’s event took place on Aug. 27 at the 

Catholic Pastoral Center. The function in-
cluded presentations on working with parish 
councils as well as the human experience of a 
missionary priest.

“The International Priest Forum is import-
ant for three reasons; to celebrate unity in 
diversity, to encourage and strengthen one 
another, and to share our ministry experi-
ence,” said Father Benji Bandanadam, a mis-
sionary priest from India and pastor of Saint 
Ann parish in Elgin.

Across the archdiocese, Catholics have been 
positively impacted by the diversity of experi-
ences each particular culture brings. 

“One of the things I hear over and over 
about our parishioners’ experience with our 
Indian priests is that they are attracted to the 
prayerful and balanced pace of their lives,” 
Father Boeckman said.

Throughout the Catholic history of Ameri-
ca, dioceses have relied on the willingness of 
foreign-born priests to serve as missionaries 
to the United States. 

“God sends us gifts all the time,” Father 
Boeckman said. “These men, these disciples 
of the Lord, have dedicated their lives to the 
service of the Lord, and they bring a great 
witness to the archdiocese.”

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

The priests of the archdiocese gathered on Sept. 9 to celebrate priesthood Jubi-
lees. Above: Archbishop Coakley with Fr. Bill Ross and Fr. Paulose V. Kottackal 
celebrating their Jubilees, 60 and 40 years respectively. Right: Coins were given 
to each priest celebrating milestone anniversaries beginning at 10 years. Fr. 
Christopher Brashears chats with Archbishop Coakley. Photos by Cara Koenig/
Sooner Catholic

Meeting of the International priests at the Pastoral Center. Photo Cara Koenig/SoonerCatholic
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The Heart of the Matter

One catechist explained the Eucharist to 
children this way:  

If you’ve seen the movie Spiderman, you 
know that Spiderman is really Peter Parker, 
but in disguise. He’s wearing a Spiderman 
costume, but we know that underneath his 
costume, it’s really Peter Parker.

Jesus has a disguise too. He disguises him-
self as bread — but underneath the disguise, 
it’s really, truly Jesus, who is really, truly God. 
That means that we can touch the very same 
Jesus who healed the sick, calmed the sea and 
worked all kinds of miracles.  

Saint Augustine once observed, “Christ held 

Himself in His hands when He gave His Body 
to His disciples saying: ‘This is My Body.’” 
Now, he gives himself to us. Saint John Paul II 
wrote, “… in this sacramental sign he entrusts 
himself to us with limitless trust, as if not tak-
ing into consideration our human weakness, 
our unworthiness, the force of habit, routine, 
or even the possibility of insult.” 

What an extraordinary compliment Our Lord 
has paid us, that he so desires to be with us 
that he entrusted himself to us in this way. Let 
us repay the compliment by receiving him with 
great affection and confi dence, entrusting our 
whole life to him.

Carole Brown is the Director of New Evangeli-
zation with the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

By Carole Brown
Director of New Evangelization

Pope Francis elevates the Eucharist as he celebrates Mass 
on the feast of Corpus Christi outside the Basilica of St. John 
Lateran in Rome June 19. (CNS photo/Paul Haring).

A Day of Remembrance for aborted children

After a Sept. 13 Mass at St. Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee, Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, the monks 
of St. Gregory’s, Fr. M. Price Oswalt of Prague and the faithful followed the Knights of Colum-
bus in procession to the statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe located on the campus of St. Gregory’s 
University. At right, a Knight accepts a wreath to lay at the grave of aborted children. Bottom 
right, Fr. Ast touches the memorial to aborted children. Photos courtesy of Br. George Hubl, OSB.

Catholic Charities
Annual Appeal

Almighty and eternal God, you 
are the source of all that is good, 

and you teach us,
by the example of your Son,

to serve with love...

the broken and depressed,
the forgotten and alone,

the stranger and the lost,
the sick and the dying,

the hungry and the naked,
the young and the old,

the weak and the strong,
the innocent and the guilty,

and all those in need
until he comes again in glory.

We ask this through Christ our 
Lord, Amen.

Donate today at http://
catholiccharitiesok.org.

Suicide Prevention Month
September is Suicide Prevention Month.
The archdiocese and Catholic Charities are working hard to 

train all staff and volunteers to help prevent suicide in our parish-
es and schools. 

Interested in being trained? There will be two trainings on Mon-
day, Sept. 29 at 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. Call (405) 524-0969 for more 
information.
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Region 10 Youth Conference set to challenge teens
Oklahoma City will host the 

bi-annual Region 10 Youth Confer-
ence this year from Nov. 21 to Nov. 
23 at the Cox Convention Center 
and the ballroom at the Marriott 
Renaissance Hotel. 

 Young people from across Okla-
homa, Arkansas and Texas will 
gather to share their faith, and be 
inspired to live that faith in a world 
that can be hostile to Christianity.

 The 3-day weekend will include 
music, prayer, workshops and 
three general break-out sessions 
with keynote 
speakers.

 This year’s 
speakers include 
Leah Darrow, a 
native Oklahoman 
and well-known 
ex-model and 
chastity advocate. 
Speaking through-
out the country and 
worldwide, Darrow 
challenges young women to live 
chastely and modestly. By drawing 
on her own experience, Darrow tells 
a compelling story of how she not 
only strayed from the Catholic faith 
during her time as a model in New 
York City, but also how she nearly 
“lost her soul.”

 Other speakers at the conference 
this year include musicians and 
worship leaders Jackie Francois 
and Ben Walther.

 Jackie Francois is a singer/song-

writer and youth 
minister from Cali-
fornia. Through her 
involvement with 
LifeTeen and vari-
ous retreats, con-
ferences and World 
Youth Day, Fran-
cois was inspired to 
become more in-
volved in her Catholic 
faith, which is refl ected throughout 
her music and ministry. Her debut 
album, “Your Kingdom is Glorious,” 
was released in 2008, and a sec-
ond album,“Divine 
Comedy,” followed 
in the summer of 
2012.

 Ben Walther, 
acting as emcee for 
this year’s con-
ference, shares a 
message that “there 
is always hope 
for redemption.” A 
husband and father 
of three, Walther has been a part of 
Steubenville Youth 
conferences, Life-
Teen and various 
conferences and 
summer camps 
throughout the 
country. Walther 
hopes to educate 
and inspire oth-
ers using modern 
illustrations of the 
Gospels.

 Finally, former college football 

player Ben Barresi will share his 
story with the youth about how he 
survived very diffi cult times and 
how his faith 
saved him.

 

Aware 
that many 
young people rarely experience the 
Church beyond their own par-
ish, Archbishop Coakley, who will 
celebrate the closing Mass at the 
conference, believes that youth 
gatherings like the Region 10 Youth 
Conference are important to “give 
us all a sense of the universality of 
our faith.”

“We are part of a global faith root-
ed in the Apostolic Church. I hope 
our youth will come home affi rmed, 
inspired and encouraged to live 
their Catholic faith,” Archbishop 
Coakley said.

 He said understanding how to 
live their faith once they leave the 
conference, and knowing how to 

respond to the graces given, is the 
responsibility of those who work 
with young people.

 “It is important 
to give them 

opportu-
nities 

to 

talk 
about 

and refl ect 
on the experience they have had… 
to offer them the practical tools 
they need in terms of ways to pray 
and deepen their relationship with 
the Lord as well as opportunities 
to serve others as an expression of 
their faith. We are called to be mis-
sionary disciples, that is, friends of 
Jesus who are willing and eager to 
share the difference he has made in 
our lives with others.”

 The weekend will culminate in a 
Eucharistic procession to the Okla-
homa City National Memorial with 
a prayer service being conducted at 
the site.

Connie Summers is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

By Connie Summers
For the Sooner Catholic

Concert to take place at CPC
Catholic singer and ministry 

leader Steve Angrisano will offer 
a concert from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
on Sept. 27 at the Catholic Pas-
toral Center in Oklahoma City. 
Cost is $10 per person. Payment 
is due Sept. 25. For more infor-
mation, contact the Youth and 
Young Adult Offi ce at (405) 721-
9220 or jcogburn@archokc.org.

Reminder to sign up for Cat-
echetical Congress

The Offi ce of Religious Educa-
tion will host the annual Cat-
echetical Congress on Sept. 27. 
Steve Angrisano will lead refl ec-
tions through song and story. To 
sign up for this day of celebrating 
faith, contact your parish minis-
try leader. Catechists, teachers 
and volunteers are welcome.

Steve Angrisano to host two 
events in OKC

Ben Barresi

Leah Darrow

Ben Walther

Jackie Francois

If You Go
Region 10 Youth Conference

Visit http://archokc.org/youth-and-young-adult-offi ce/conferences to 
download a registration form. A deposit is due by Sept. 26. For more 
information, call (405) 721-9220 or email jcogburn@archokc.org.

Outdoor retreat for local scouts
All youth in grades 5 through 12 are invited to an outdoor retreat and cam-
pout from Oct. 10-12. Youth groups, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Camp Fire 
USA, Venturers and more are welcome. The weekend will focus on Interna-
tional Awareness with an emphasis on positive ways to use social media. 
A Byzantine liturgy will be celebrated for Mass. Campers will participate 
in community-building games, service projects and a campfi re. One adult 
chaperone is needed per six youth. Religious emblem counselor training 
also will be offered on Oct. 11. The registration deadline is Sept. 26. For 
more information, contact the Offi ce of Youth and Young Adults at (405) 
721-9220 or by e-mail at jcogburn@archokc.org.

Czech Mass to be held in Yukon
On Sunday, Sept. 21, Saint John Nepomuk 

parish in Yukon will celebrate its Czech heritage 
with a Czech Mass at 10:30 a.m. The Mass is 
offered each year, just prior to Yukon’s Czech 
Festival in early October.  

Saint John’s parish dates back to 1889 when a 
mission was established to serve pioneers in the 
area, many of whom were of Czech or German 
descent. The fi rst parish church was dedicated 
by Bishop Meerschaert in November 1894. Today, 
the parish includes a school as well as a parish 
activities center, all of which are located on beau-
tifully landscaped grounds that are recognized as 
a feature point of the City of Yukon.

One of those attending the Czech Mass will be 
Father John Michalicka, now retired, who in the 
past has actually said this Mass in the Czech 
language. Father’s great grandparents came to 
the United States from Czechoslovakia. He was 
raised in Union City.

As was the case with many ethnic families at 
that time, Father grew up speaking Czech and 
did not learn English until he went to school. He 
said he is looking forward to the Mass.

“I am just so proud of them; that people would 
want to keep up their tradition,” Father Michalic-
ka said.

The offertory hymn of the Mass will feature mu-
sic recognizing the Czech heritage. Robert Noble, 
director of liturgy and music for Saint John’s, 
reports that the Largo from Czech composer An-
tonin Dvorak’s Symphony No. 9, known as “The 
New World Symphony,” will be presented with 
words in Czech added to the music. Both the 
Czech and the Slovak national anthems will be 
played at the conclusion of the Mass, and many 
people are expected to attend wearing traditional 
Czech folk dress.

It wouldn’t be a Czech celebration without ko-
laches, the traditional Czech pastry. Saint John’s 
parish bulletin has been soliciting “experienced 
kolache bakers” in anticipation of the Czech Mass 
as well as Yukon’s Czech festival. Sale of kolach-
es is a fundraiser for the parish Altar Society, 
and Parish Secretary Monnie Dehart says kolach-
es will be served along with cookies and punch 
at the reception, following the Czech Mass in 
Marian Hall. Kolaches by the dozen also can be 
purchased at the reception by fans of the deli-
cious Czech pastry.

J. E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

If You Go
Saint John Nepomuk Czech Mass
When: 10:30 a.m. on Sept. 21
Where: St. John Nepomuk Church, 600 

South Garth Brooks Boulevard, Yukon
Why: Celebrate the Czech culture and Cath-

olic faith, and enjoy traditional kolaches.
Fr. John Michalicka with his niece, Cecilia Geffre, the State 
Czech Queen for 1976-77 at Yukon’s Czech Festival on Oct. 2, 
1976. Photo Sooner Catholic Archives.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Archbishop Beltran travels to the Holy Land on Peace Pilgrimage

The USCCB and Catholic Relief Services led a peace pilgrimage with 18 bishops — including 
Archbishop Beltran — from across the country to the Holy Land from Sept. 11 to 18. These 
bishops followed in the footsteps of Jesus by 2,000 years, followed in the footsteps of Pope 
Francis, who visited the Holy Land in June, and followed the devastation of the war in the Holy 
Land by only days. Their message: Prayer is powerful; peace is possible.

Above, Bishop Edward Weisenburger and Archbishop Emeritus Eusebius Beltran after Mass 
at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher on the fi rst afternoon of the visit. The peace pilgrimage is 
especially timely as it occurred 3 weeks after a ceasefi re of fi ghting between Israel and Hamas 
in Gaza.
At right, Bishop Pfeifer, Bishop Boland, and Archbishop Beltran at a spot overlooking Jerusa-
lem on Sept. 12.
Archbishop Beltran in the old city of Jerusalem, following Mass at the Church of the Flagella-
tion on Sept. 13.
Left, Archbishop Beltran celebrates Mass at the Church of the Flagellation on the Via Dolorosa 
to pray for all victims of violence.
Photos by Jen Hardy/Catholic Relief Services.
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Father Bruce Natsuhara dies at 62
Rev. Bruce Ki-

yoshi Natsuhara, 
62, died Sept. 9 
in Oklahoma City. 
Father Natsu-
hara was born 
July 3, 1952, in 
Los Angeles. He 
was ordained on 
May 13, 1978, 
in Rome and incardinated in the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City on 
Oct. 17, 1989.  Father Natsuhara 
attended Queen of Angels Minor 
Seminary in San Fernando, Calif.; 
St. John’s College in Camarillo, 
Calif.; and the Pontifi cal University 
of St. Thomas in Rome.

Father Natsuhara fi rst served the 
people of the archdiocese in 1984 
as the Associate Pastor of St. Peter 
Church in Woodward and the 
missions of Saint Frances Cabrini 
in Beaver, St. Joseph in Buffalo, 
Sacred Heart in Mooreland and 

Holy Name in Shattuck. During 
his 30 years of service to the arch-
diocese, Father Natsuhara served 
as Associate Pastor of St. Francis 
Xavier Church in Enid; Pastor of 
Sacred Heart Church in Mangum 
and mission of Sts. Peter & Paul 
in Hobart; Pastor of St. Anthony 
of Padua Church in Okeene and 
mission of St. Thomas the Apostle 
in Seiling. In 1999, Father Natsu-
hara was assigned to St. Joseph 
Old Cathedral in Oklahoma City 
where he was serving at the time 
of his death. Father Natsuhara 
also served as a Consultor to the 
Archbishop and as a member of 
the Presbyteral Council and other 
archdiocesan committees.

Father Natsuhara is survived by 
his parents, Frank and Rose Fujita 
Natsuhara of Tucson, Ariz., a sis-
ter, Barbara Natsuhara Nelson of 
Tucson and brothers, Joseph Nat-
suhara (and Pamela) of Anaheim 

Hill, Calif. and Frank Y. Natsuhara 
of Orange, Calif., and several niec-
es and nephews.

Father Natsuhara will be remem-
bered by his brother priests and 
friends for his faithful service to 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
and devotion to priestly ministry.

A Vigil service was held at Saint 
Joseph Old Cathedral on Thurs-
day, Sept. 11. The Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was celebrated at Saint 
Joseph Old Cathedral on Friday, 
Sept. 12 with interment at Resur-
rection Memorial Cemetery.

Frs. Wickersham, Ackerman, Irwin, Tharp, Wolf and Nguyen were pallbearers for Fr. Natsuhara. 
Photo Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic.

Sister Patricia Kopycinski, CST 

Angela Kopycinski, 
daughter of Leon E. 
and Carrie Czajkowski 
Kopycinski, was born 
in Brenham, Texas, on 
March 17, 1922. The 
family moved to Harrah 
in her childhood. Angela 
entered the convent of 
the Carmelite Sisters of 
St. Therese on July 24, 
1936. She was given the 
name Sister Lucy of the Holy Rosary, and made 
fi rst vows on March 26, 1938, with four novi-
tiate companions.

She was a gifted teacher welcomed in the 

classrooms of Villa Teresa School and the 
parish schools of Little Flower and St. Charles 
in Oklahoma City and Bristow, Sand Springs, 
Fairfax, Union City and Yukon as well as Her-
mosa Beach and Riverside, Calif. In 1970, she 
chose to be called Sister Patricia in honor of St. 
Patrick, on whose feast day she was born. In 
her later years, her work as a tutor for young 
children was recognized by parents and school 
principals at St. Charles Borromeo and Villa 
Teresa. Sister Patricia gave her students loving 
affi rmation and rewarded their efforts with 
holy cards and shiny pennies. “Sister Pat” also 
generously shared her kindness and compan-
ionship with the elderly and shut-ins.

From May 5, 2010, Sister Patricia was a 

resident of St. Ann’s Nursing Home, where she 
died on Good Friday, April 18.

She is preceded in death by her parents, 
brothers Edward, Aloysius and Stanley (Broth-
er Victor, OCD); sisters Ella Nora White and 
Geneva Hounshell. She is survived by her 
brothers Marion and Robert, nieces and neph-
ews and her Carmelite Sisters of Villa Teresa, 
including one of her novitiate companions, 
Sister Teresa Margaret (Dorothy) Layman, also 
from Harrah. Sister Patricia was laid to rest in 
Resurrection Cemetery alongside the Carmelite 
Sisters who preceded her. Gratitude is ex-
pressed for the care given Sister Patricia by the 
staff of St. Ann’s and Good Shepherd Hospice.

Sister Mary Victor Allain
Sister Mary Victor Allain died 

Saturday, Aug. 30, at Mercy Con-
vent in Oklahoma City. A Sister 
of Mercy for 80 years, she was 97 
years old.

Sister Victor was an elementa-
ry school teacher and librarian. 
She taught children in Vicksburg, 
Miss., and in Jeanerette, Kenner, 
New Orleans, and St. Martinsville, 
Louisiana for 74 years. Her joy 
was to visit New Orleans Parish 
Prison to provide spiritual support, 
correspondence assistance and 
small memorable gifts to women 
prisoners from 1968 until Hurri-
cane Katrina destroyed the prison 
building in 2005. Sister Victor 
moved to Mercy Health Center 
Convent in March 2011 where she 

attended 
daily Mass, 
communal 
prayers 
and spread 
joy to all 
around 
her.

Funeral 
arrange-
ments 
at Mercy 
Covent in Oklahoma City were Ro-
sary and Remembrance, on Sept. 
2 and Funeral Mass on Sept. 3. 
Celebrants were Rev. John Baptist 
Sseruwu, Rev. Paul Kottackal and 
Deacon Paul Lewis. Burial followed 
Mass at Resurrection Memorial 
Cemetery in Oklahoma City.

Briefs

Sister Dorothy Doolan, OP
SINSINAWA, Wis.—Sister Dor-

othy Doolan, OP, died Sept. 4, 
2014, at St. Dominic Villa. Her 
religious name was Sister Dami-
an. The funeral Mass was held 
in Queen of the Rosary Chapel 
at Sinsinawa Sept. 12, 2014, 
followed by burial in the Mother-
house Cemetery. 

Sister Dorothy made her fi rst 
religious profession as a Sinsi-
nawa Dominican Aug. 6, 1940, 
and her fi nal profession Aug. 6, 
1943. She taught for 53 years 
and served as pastoral minis-
ter for 13 years. Sister Dorothy 
served in Iowa, Montana, Min-
nesota, Oklahoma, Illinois and 
Wisconsin. 

In the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City, Sister Dorothy taught 
at Saints Peter and Paul, King-
fi sher, 1959-1962.

Sister Dorothy was born June 
23, 1917, in Stone Bank, Wis., 
the daughter of Henry and 
Theresa (Lynch) Doolan. Her 
parents; an infant sibling; three 
sisters, Mary Wesley, Jeanne 

Daniels, 
and 
Margaret 
Snyder; 
and a 
brother, 
William 
Doolan, 
preceded 
her in 
death. 
She is 
survived by nieces, nephews, 
and her Dominican Sisters with 
whom she shared life for 74 
years.

Memorials may be made to 
the Sinsinawa Dominicans, 585 
County Road Z, Sinsinawa, WI, 
53824-9701 or online at www.
sinsinawa.org by clicking on 
“Donate Now,” then “Honor and 
Memorial Gift.” 

Repeat broadcasts of the wake 
and funeral for Sister Dorothy 
are available online at www.
Sinsinawa.org/live. Click on the 
“on demand” tab.

Beginning experience – Hope 
for a new beginning

There is help for the heartache 
of separation, divorce and widow-
hood.

This weekend program helps 
deal with the natural grief process 
and offers an opportunity, through 
God, for turning the pain of loss 
into an experience of positive 
growth. Trained team members 
who have suffered the loss of a 

loved one share their experience 
as they lead participants through 
private refl ections and small group 
sharing. The next Beginning Ex-
perience Weekend, sponsored by 
the Archdiocese, will take place at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center, Oct. 
3-5. Contact the Offi ce of Family 
Life at (405) 721-8944 for registra-
tion information. To download the 
registration form, visit the website 
archokc.org/Family Life.
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Hispanic Ministries Offi ce gains Associate Director

On Sept. 5, the archdiocese’s Of-
fi ce of Hispanic Ministries welcomed 
its newest staff member, Alvaro 
Marfull-Melendez. Marfull-Melendez 
will serve in the newly established 
position of associate director.

Pedro Moreno, director of Hispanic 
Ministries for the archdiocese, said 
Marfull-Melendez brings a new per-
spective to the staff with his theolog-
ical training and education. Moreno 
notes that Marfull-Melendez holds 
a licentiate in religious studies and 
theology from the Pontifi cal Catholic 
University of Chile, which he earned 
in 1986.

Marfull-Melendez was born in the 
town of Puerto Aysen, Chile. At age 
12, his family moved to the cap-
ital city of Santiago. Finished his 
College, worked as a teacher and 
were very much involved in church 
ministry.

He explains that one of his 
achievements involved “investigative 
studies regarding pastoral realities of 
the Church in Chile.”

At a certain point, Marfull-Me-
lendez said he had “a very powerful 
insight” when he came to under-
stand “with a very deep clarity what 
it means to go and make disciples.”

Marfull-Melendez has lived in the 
United States for the past 13 years, 
and he comes to Oklahoma City 
from Lafayette, La., where he initially 
worked in Hispanic ministry.

Moreno explains that one of Mar-
full-Melendez’s main duties in Okla-
homa will be to conduct the School 
of San Juan Diego. The school will 
offer formation programs throughout 

the archdiocese to prepare Hispanic 
adults for various leadership and 
catechetical roles. Moreno said the 
school is “a Christ-centered pro-
gram,” conducted in Spanish that 
will prepare lay Hispanic Catholics 

to participate in the new evangeliza-
tion.

The establishment of this program 
and its tie to the new evangelization 
was anticipated in Archbishop Coak-
ley’s pastoral letter dated Oct. 7, 
2013, entitled “Go Make Disciples” 
(available at archokc.org). In that 
directive on the new evangelization, 
Archbishop Coakley called for “a 
Spanish language basic adult faith 
formation program among Span-
ish-speaking Catholics in the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City.”

The new position of associate 
director of Hispanic Ministries was 
made possible by a grant from Cath-
olic Extension. Originally established 
as The Catholic Church Extension 
Society, Catholic Extension supports 

the work of those who serve minority 
or isolated Catholics in mission dio-
ceses across the United States.

Rosemary Lewis, secretary to 
Archbishop Coakley, notes that 
our archdiocese qualifi ed for lim-
ited engagement status through 
the Catholic Extension, which gave 
the archdiocese the opportunity to 
apply for and receive a Hispanic Lay 
Leadership Initiative Grant. This 
grant from the Catholic Extension 
will help, in large part, to fund the 
associate director position for its fi rst 

three years.
Marfull-Melendez also will receive 

special training through Catholic 
Extension. From Oct. 29 to Nov. 2, 
Marfull-Melendez will be attending 
the National Congress on Hispanic 
Ministry in San Antonio.  The confer-
ence, “Roots and Wings,” will allow 
attendees to “dialogue and refl ect on 
the reality of the Catholic Hispanic 
community in the United States” 
and “to celebrate the many gifts of 
the Hispanic communities and the 
Church,” according to its website.

Marfull-Melendez and his wife 
Sylvia Gloria have two children, 
daughter Celeste who is 24, and son 
Damian, age 18.

J. E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.

Alvaro Marfull-Melendez with his wife Sylvia Gloria and daughter Celeste. Photo provided.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

“Praise him with fanfare of trumpet”

ADA – In Psalms 150: 1, 3-5, it is written 
“Praise God in his holy place, praise him with 
fanfare of trumpet, praise him with harp and 
lyre, praise him with tambourines and dancing, 
praise him with strings and pipes, praise him 
with the clamor of cymbals, praise him with tri-
umphant cymbals.” Rudy Lupinski, the music 
director of Saint Joseph Catholic Church, has 
been doing just that since the sixth grade at 
his home church in Ada.   

Lupinski was born in Germany in 1956 and, 
along with his parents, immigrated to Ada the 
next year. Since that time, Lupinski has been 
away from his childhood church only once – 
during the two-year stretch when he attended 
graduate school in Denton, Texas. He has been 
fi lling the church with songs of worship since a 
nun at Saint Joseph’s Catholic school told the 
current priest, Father John Blom, that Rudy 
should be playing the organ during Mass.

“I had been taking piano lessons since about 
the third or fourth grade, and Sister Mary Peter 
Rietman told Father John that I should be 
playing organ for the church,” Lupinski said. 
“He had this little organ, it was his, it was real-
ly small, and it was very limited. All I could do 
was play the melody with the right hand, the 
chord with the left hand, and the bass with my 
left foot. It was really more for the home. It was 
a beginner organ,” Rudy laughed.

It wasn’t until 1978 that Lupinski was offi -
cially appointed the church organist, and the 
church began to compensate him for his work.

“It is a profession, an organist. You go to 
school to learn how to play this instrument.” 

Through the years, Lupinski has learned a lot 
about the signifi cance of the hymns and music 
to the reverence of the Mass.

“The songs that we do are prayers. They are 
songs of praise. It is all integrated into the 
liturgy. We are praying,” he said. “I hope people 
pay attention to the text in the songs that we 
sing, because it really explains what we do, 
who we are as Christians. The words are just 
incredible; they are powerful.”

When asked about his favorite hymn, he re-
sponded, “Come to the Water,” by John Foley.

In his spare time, Lupinski loves to read, but 
not books. This music man is always reading 
sheet music.

“I have always enjoyed reading music a great 
deal. Instead of reading a book, I read music,” 
he explained. “There is something mystical 
about getting a book of music. There is just 
this curiosity; I have to know what this piece of 
music sounds like.”

Lupinski also plays in a band, is the staff 
accompanist at East Central University in Ada, 
and composes sacred, choral music with fellow 
Ada resident, Victoria Davison. The two pre-
miered their fi rst large-scale work, “Requiem,” 
at Saint Joseph in March.  

Music is involved in every aspect of Lupins-
ki’s life, extending into his volunteerism and 
philanthropic pursuits. Lupinski donates his 
musical talents to many nonprofi ts in Ada, 
including the Ada Arts Council, and he is the 
co-president of ACT II, the community theater. 

In addition, he performs at nearly all of St. Jo-
seph’s fundraisers and parish events.

His passion for music and his faith has never 
wavered, and Lupinski has no plans for retire-
ment.

“I enjoy doing it more and more. I don’t see 
me ever stopping doing this until they tell me 
to,” Lupinski chuckled.

Bethany Walling is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Bethany Walling
For the Sooner Catholic

Ada choir director celebrates 36 years at Saint Joseph

Lupinski playing the current organ at St. Joseph. Photo by 
Bethany Walling
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

El domingo 21 de septiembre, a una secta 
satánica local aparentemente se le permitirá 
llevar a cabo un acto público de blasfemia en 
la forma de una llamada misa negra en el Cen-
tro Cívico de la Ciudad de Oklahoma. A pesar 
de una abrumadora protesta de alarma de to-
das partes del mundo nuestros líderes cívicos 
permitirán que este atropello se lleve a cabo en 
un centro apoyado con fondos públicos. Ellos 
no van a acceder a las solicitudes razonables 
de los ciudadanos locales para poner fi n a esta 
abierta burla a la Misa Católica, ni las preocu-
paciones razonables de tantos de que este 
ritual satánico invoca los poderes del mal y los 
invita a entrar en nuestra comunidad.

A pesar de que nuestros líderes cívicos al 
parecer no toman en serio esta amenaza, yo sí. 
Como sacerdote y obispo católico he visto en 
mi ministerio la batalla entre las fuerzas del 
bien y el mal de maneras ordinarias y extraor-
dinarias. No es meramente una lucha enraiza-
da en la debilidad humana y la ignorancia, las 
cuales sin duda son la fuente de mucho su-
frimiento y caos en nuestras vidas y en nues-
tro mundo. Actividad demoníaca y las fuerzas 
caóticas del mal son muy reales. La locura de 
la guerra acompañada de actos cada vez más 
brutales de terror, la violencia en nuestras 
escuelas y comunidades son todas las pruebas 
de que algo está terriblemente mal.

El campo de batalla crucial para las fuer-
zas del bien y del mal es el corazón humano. 
Como cristiano, creo que Jesucristo vino a 
conquistar el poder del pecado y para echar 
fuera demonios. Esto fue una parte esencial de 
su misión y ministerio. Continúa en su Iglesia. 

A través de su muerte y resurrección Jesús 
Cristo ha ganado la victoria. Él ha destruido el 
poder de Satanás, el Príncipe de las Tinieblas y 
Padre de la Mentira. La guerra ha sido ganada, 
aunque escaramuzas continuarán hasta que 
Cristo venga de nuevo en gloria. Como perso-
nas de fe no nos atrevemos a perder la esper-
anza. La victoria está asegurada.

Esta terrible experiencia en nuestra comuni-
dad ha estado sucediendo por casi tres meses, 
desde que nos dimos cuenta de la programa-
da misa negra. A pesar de nuestra aparente 
inhabilidad  en evitar que este evento sacrílego 
se llevara a cabo, estoy agradecido por una 
serie de bendiciones que se han acumulado a 
través de esta prueba. Estoy muy agradecido 
por la victoria legal importante que nos per-
mitió recuperar la posesión de la Hostia con-
sagrada que se habrían profanado durante la 
misa negra. Estoy profundamente agradecido 
por la fuerte respuesta a nuestro llamamiento 
a la oración de toda la comunidad cristiana. 
Personas a través de Oklahoma, en todo nues-
tro gran país y de alrededor del mundo han re-
spondido con oración y ayuno. Se nos ha dado 
la oportunidad de expresar nuestra fe en el 
Señor y nuestra profunda gratitud por el don 
de la Eucaristía a través de actos de devoción. 
Muchos de nuestro pueblo católico han estado 
y le están haciendo un llamado a San Miguel 
Arcángel para la protección celestial contra los 
poderes del mal en nuestro mundo.

El domingo 21 de septiembre nos vamos a 
reunir para un acto público en la Iglesia San 
Francisco de Asís. Invito a todos los católicos, 
así como los demás cristianos y personas de 

buena voluntad a 
unirse a nosotros 
para una Hora 
Santa Eucarísti-
ca, una pro-
cesión Eucarísti-
ca al aire libre 
con Bendición 
comenzando a las 
3 p.m. Vamos a 
dar testimonio en 
ambiente de oración de nuestra fe como ex-
presión de nuestra solidaridad y de desagravio 
por actos de blasfemia.

Estoy consciente de que otros grupos es-
tán planeando mostrar su oposición al evento 
blasfemo prevista para el Centro Cívico de esa 
noche. Les pido con urgencia a todos a evitar 
confrontaciones con los que podrían oponerse 
a ellos. Nuestro testimonio debe ser reverente, 
respetuoso y pacífi co. ¡Insto a aquellos que 
podrían incluso tienen planes para asistir a la 
misa negra con el fi n de orar o para protestar 
de no hacerlo! Por favor, no entren en ese lu-
gar. Sería presuntuoso y peligroso exponerse si 
mismos y a otros a estas malas infl uencias.

Por último, vamos a demostrar nuestra fe en 
el poder de la gracia del Señor, orando por la 
conversión de aquellos que están perpetrando 
este sacrilegio y están trabados por el Maligno. 
“Pero yo les digo: Amen a sus enemigos y recen 
por sus perseguidores, para que así sean hijos 
de su Padre que está en los Cielos. Porque él 
hace brillar su sol sobre malos y buenos, y 
envía la lluvia sobre justos y pecadores. “(Mt 5, 
44 y 45).

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Ha llegado la hora

Arzobispo Coakley nombra
director espiritual para

la Renovación Carismática Católica
Por el personal de la Ofi cina de 

Ministerio Hispano
El jueves 4 de septiembre se 

celebró una Misa para la Ren-
ovación Carismática Católica 
hispana en la Parroquia del Sa-
grado Corazón en Oklahoma City.

Luego de fi nalizada la Eucar-
istía, el Director Asociado para el 
Ministerio Hispano, Alvaro Mar-
full, leyó la carta a la Asamblea 
en la que el Arzobispo Coakley 
nombra al Padre Graciano Reyes, 
CORC, como el nuevo asesor y 
Director Espiritual para el movi-
miento en la Arquidiócesis.

En la carta nuestro arzobispo le 
pide acompañar a los miembros 
de esta espiritualidad para que el 
desarrollo de sus carismas logre 
la mejor expresión dentro de la 
comunión con los legítimos pas-

tores y benefi cien a sus miembros 
y a toda la comunidad católica.

El Padre Graciano continuará 
con su labor principal que es la 
de colaborar como vicario con el 
Padre Gilberto Moya, CORC, su-
perior de la comunidad y párroco 
de la Iglesia Sagrado Corazón.

En esta misma ocasión se de-
sarrolló una reunión del comité 
de líderes de la Renovación Ca-
rismática de la Arquidiócesis con 
su nuevo asesor.  En esta reunión 
el tema central fue el establecer el 
signifi cado, proceso de consulta 
y fechas para la presentación de 
los aportes para la redacción fi nal 
de los estatutos que defi nirán las 
acciones de los miembros de la 
Renovación en el Espíritu de la 
Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City.

Padre Graciano Reyes, sentado, los carismáticos y Alvaro Marfull (derecha). Foto proveído

Encuentro Matrimonial Mundial
Los padres que se aman tienen 

el doble que ofrecer.
     

UN REGALO SIN PRECIO…
     
Que sus hijos valoraran para 
siempre…
Que les darán un gran benefi cio 
en sus vidas…
Que será un gran valor en los 
años venideros…
Un regalo muy especial que sola-
mente USTEDES les pueden dar…

El regalo de su Amoroso 
Matrimonio.

Cada niño merece crecer siendo 
amado.

Próximos fi nes de semana del 
2014: junio 20,21, 22 y octubre 
10, 11, 12 en el Centro Pastoral 
Arquidiocesano.

Por más de 40 años, el Encuen-
tro Matrimonial ha estado ayudan-
do a buenos matrimonios a volv-
erse mejores matrimonios. Dese la 
oportunidad de vivir la experiencia 
de un Fin de Semana de Encuen-
tro Matrimonial y descubra lo que 
más de 3 millones de parejas, sus 
familias y sacerdotes han experi-
mentado -- comunicación íntima, 
perdón y entrega.

Reconstruya
Re encienda
Renueve… SU AMOR

Martin y Emma Barcenas                                                                            
(918) 557-7275
(405) 923-8744

Edgar y Nancy Morales                                               
(405) 476-6283
(405) 602-6950

El icono por Neilson Carlin para el Encuentro 
Mundial de las Familias en 2015
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Gólgota, El Lugar del Sufrimiento de Jesús
Siguiendo los Pasos de Jesucristo en la Tierra Santa 

Recientemente un lector, desde su lecho en 
un centro de convalecencia, me pidió escribir 
sobre la visión cristiana del sufrimiento huma-
no. Un hermano en Cristo, paralizado y su-
friendo de un sin número de padecimientos, ya 
en el atardecer de su vida, pidió una refl exión. 
Es difícil decirle que no.

Tomaré una selección del capítulo 27 del 
Evangelio según San Mateo para comenzar. 

Pilato le soltó a Barrabás. Mandó azotar a 
Jesús y lo entregó a los que debían crucifi car-
lo…  le colocaron en la cabeza una corona que 
habían trenzado con espinos…  Le escupían en 
la cara y con la caña le golpeaban en la cabe-
za. Cuando terminaron de burlarse de él…  lo 
llevaron a crucifi car… Cuando llegaron al lugar 
que se llama Gólgota (o Calvario), o sea, «cala-
vera»… Allí lo crucifi caron…

En mi peregrinación a Tierra Santa, de este 
pasado verano, fue difícil para mí el llegar a la 
Basílica del Santo Sepulcro y subir a la Capilla 
de la Crucifi xión, el lugar donde Jesús sufrió, 
padeció y derramó su sangre. 

Subir las escaleras tan empinadas para llegar 
al tope de Gólgota, el lugar de la Calavera, 
ahora conocido como la Capilla de la Cruci-
fi xión, no fue lo más difícil. Lo más difícil es 
saber cuánto sufrimiento se vivió en este lugar. 
Inimaginable sufrimiento y dolor de parte del 
Crucifi cado en el patíbulo central y sufrimien-
to también de parte de su madre quien no 
abandonó a su hijo en su momento más difícil. 
No olvidemos nunca esas lágrimas y gritos de 
dolor y sufrimiento de una madre consumida 
por el dolor de sentir las metafóricas espadas 
de dolor atravesando su alma mientras fi jaba 

su mirada en su hijo crucifi cado.
Aquí torturaron vilmente, y por varias horas, 

al ser que más te ama a ti y a mí. Aquí murió 
desangrado y atormentado el ser más bueno e 
inocente. Aquí, en un madero, la humanidad 
asesinó de la manera más cruel y salvaje a 
Dios, cuando solo quería enseñarnos e invitar-
nos al camino del amor. En la ciudad de Je-
rusalén, en la cima del Gólgota, amargamente 
padeció y sufrió Jesucristo, Dios y Hombre, por 
ti y por mí.

Pero falta aclarar cuál fue la aportación 
cristiana a todo ese sufrimiento. Aquí en el 
Gólgota, hace casi 2000 años, Dios todopoder-
oso, unió su divino amor al sufrimiento; de esa 
manera el dolor y la muerte se transformó en 
vida; aquí todo lo perdido y desesperanzador 
del dolor se salva y convierte en esperanza, 
gracias al amor. 

Solo en Cristo es que el sufrimiento obtiene 
un valor salvífi co. Solo en Cristo es que el 
sufrir tiene sentido que trasciende la visión 
meramente humana. Solo en Cristo es que el 
sufrir se convierte en acto de, y llamada al, 
amor. Jesucristo nos enseña que el amor se 
puede unir al sufrimiento para traer salvación, 
redención y vida.

Todo este valor salvífi co de lo sucedido en 
el Gólgota, sufrimiento que trajo la salvación 
al mundo entero, se vive y recibe en la cele-
bración de cada Santa Misa. La Santa Misa es 
vivir el misterio del triunfo de Cristo sobre los 
sufrimientos traídos por los pecados del mundo 
en aquel Viernes Santo. 

Es por esto que en la Misa celebrada en lo 
alto del Gólgota por el Padre Michael Chapman, 
párroco emérito de Santos Ángeles y Director 

Espiritual de la peregrinación, pudimos encon-
trar en la Eucaristía al Cristo sufriente que nos 
dio su Cuerpo y su Sangre, como alimento de 
amor y vida, así como lo hizo hace casi 2000 
años.

Cuán intenso fue el triunfo sobre el dolor y 
el sufrimiento se entiende mejor tempranito en 
la mañana del primer día de la semana. En mi 
próxima columna hablaré sobre mi visita a una 
tumba vacía.

Padre Michael Chapman ofreciendo la Santa Misa en la 
Capilla de la Crucifi xión en lo alto de Gólgota. Foto por Pedro 
Moreno

By Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director of Hispanic Ministry

Ministerio Hispano tiene Director Asociado

El 5 de Septiembre, la Oficina 
del Ministerio Hispano le dio la 
bienvenida a su nuevo miembro 
Alvaro Marfull-Melendez. Alvaro 
servirá en la nueva posición de 
director asociado.

Pedro Moreno, director del 
Ministerio Hispano de la Ar-
quidiócesis, ha dicho que Mar-
full-Melendez aportará nuevas 
perspectivas con su formación 
teológica y en Educación. More-
no destaca que Marfull tiene una 
Licencia en estudios teológicos 
otorgada por la Pontificia Univer-
sidad Católica de Chile, la cual 
obtuvo en 1986.

Marfull-Melendez nació en la 
ciudad de Puerto Aysen, Chile. 
A la edad de 12 años su familia 
se trasladó a la capital del país, 
Santiago. Terminados sus estu-
dios universitarios después tra-
bajó como profesor y estuvo muy 
involucrado con la vida eclesial.

Él explica que uno de sus lo-
gros consistió en “el desarrollo 
de estudios de investigación de 
realidades pastorales de la Igle-
sia en Chile”.

Marfull-Melendez dice que en 
un momento tuvo “una podero-
sa conciencia” cuando él pudo 
entender “con profunda claridad 
que significa ir y hacer discípu-
los”.

Marfull-Melendez ha vivido du-
rante 13 años en USA, y llegó a 

Oklahoma City desde Lafayette, 
La, donde inicialmente trabajó 
en Ministerio Hispano.

Por su parte Moreno explica 
que uno de los deberes princi-
pales de Alvaro Marfull-Melendez 
será dirigir la Escuela san Juan 

Diego. La Escuela ofrecerá pro-
gramas en español a través de 
la Arquidiócesis para preparar 
hispanos adultos en funciones 
de liderazgo y ministerio. Moreno 
dice que la escuela es un “pro-
grama cristocéntrico”, desarrol-
lado en español que preparará 
a laicos para participar en la 
Nueva Evangelización.

El establecimiento de este 
programa y su ligazón a la nueva 
evangelización fue adelantada el 
7 de octubre por la carta pas-
toral  del Arzobispo Coakley, 
titulada “Vayan y hagan discípu-
los” (disponible en archcokc.

org).  En una indicación sobre la 
nueva evangelización, el Arzobis-
po Coakley pidió un “programa 
básico de formación de adultos 
en idioma español en medio de 
católicos hispano-parlantes de 
la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma 
City”.

La nueva posición de director 
asociado de Ministerio Hispano 

fue hecho posible por una con-
cesión de Extensión Católica. 
Originalmente establecida como 
La Extensión de la Iglesia Católi-
ca.

Extensión católica apoya el 
trabajo de aquellos que sirven 
a las minorías o en misiones 
católicas aisladas  diocesanas a 
través de los Estados Unidos.

Rosemary Lewis, secretaria 
para el Arzobispo Coakley, indi-
ca que nuestra arquidiócesis cal-
ificó para una situación limitada 
de compromiso a través de la 
Extensión Católica que dio a la 
arquidiócesis la oportunidad de 
recibir la concesión. Financiará 
la posición de director asociado 
durante  los primeros 3 años.

Marfull-Melendez además reci-
birá un entrenamiento especial 
a través de Extensión Católica. 
Desde el 29 de Octubre al 2 de 
Noviembre. Marfull-Melendez 
asistirá al Congreso Nacional de 
Ministerio Hispano en San An-
tonio. La conferencia “Raíces y 
Alas”, permitirá a los asistentes 
“dialogar y reflexionar sobre la 
realidad de la Comunidad Católi-
ca Hispana en Estados Unidos” 
de acuerdo a su sitio en internet.

Marfull-Melendez y su esposa 
Sylvia Gloria tiene dos hijos, su 
hija Celeste de 24 años y su hijo 
Damian de 18.

J. E. Helm es escritora free-
lance para el Sooner Catholic.

Alvaro Marfull-Melendez con su esposa Sylvia Gloria y hija Celeste. Foto proveído.

Por J.E. Helm
Para el Sooner Catholic

Rosemary 
Lewis, secretary 
to Archbishop 
Coakley, notes 
that our archdi-
ocese qualifi ed 
for limited en-
gagement sta-
tus through the 
Catholic Exten-
sion, which gave 
the archdiocese 
the opportunity 
to apply for and 
receive a Hispanic 
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The Catholic Foundation

cornerstone
Donating Real Estate

Donating real estate can be a winning situation 
for the donor. Consider some of the benefi ts:
• The donor can provide a sizeable gift without 
sacrifi cing liquidity.
• Donors who contribute long-term capital 
gain property (real estate they have held for 
more than one year as an investment) – gener-
ally can deduct the property’s fair market value 
up to 30% of the donor’s adjusted gross income. 
Excess deductions can be carried forward up to 
fi ve years after the donation. 
• The donor avoids realizing capital gain on the 
property.
• The donor realizes a quick liquidation of 
assets.
• Donated property is excluded from the do-
nor’s taxable estate.
• The donor is free from burdensome proper-
ty-management duties and selling issues. 
The greatest benefi t of donating real estate is 
the satisfaction you receive from your gift to the 
Catholic Church and investing in the future of 
your faith.

   For more information on Planned Giving contact:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.
P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123

(405)721-4115  www.cfook.org   bsemtner@archokc.org

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in Your Estate Plans

The Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma is presenting a con-
tinuing education program this 
fall entitled Estate Planning 
2014. The program will be held 
on Thursday, Nov. 6, from 8 a.m. 
to Noon at the Catholic Pastoral 
Conference Center.   

The course supports the Foun-
dation’s mission to procure and 
build endowment funds while 
serving as a permanent orga-
nization for managing and ad-
ministering funds given to the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City for 
the advancement and expansion 
of the Catholic Church in cen-
tral and western Oklahoma. The 
Course is geared toward attor-
neys, accountants, fi nancial plan-
ners and trust offi cers. The cost 
for this course is $50 in advance 
and $75 at the door.

The presenting sponsor for the 
course is The Private Bank at 
Bank of Oklahoma. Bank of Okla-
homa provides individuals and 
families with comprehensive trust 
and estate administration, in-
vestment, fi nancial planning and 
banking services through a highly 
experienced staff that works 
closely with their clients and their 
clients’ advisers.  

The presenter is Jeffrey N. 
Pennell. Professor Pennell is the 
Richard H. Clark Professor of 
Law at Emory University School 
of Law in Atlanta. A member of 
the American Law Institute and 
an adviser for the restatements 
of wills and other donative trans-
fers, and of trusts, a former 
member of the Council of the 
Real Property, Trust and Estate 
Section of the American Bar 
Association, an academic fellow 
and former regent of the Ameri-
can College of Trust and Estate 
Counsel, and an academician of 
The International Academy of Es-
tate and Trust Law. His various 
publications include student and 
practitioner texts, tax manage-
ment portfolios, articles, institute 
chapters, and he is the successor 
author of Casner & Pennell on 
Estate Planning.

Topics in the continuing educa-
tion course include:  

(1) Non-tax issues of interest to 
estate planners. This is a collec-
tion of state law decisions that 

illustrate drafting concerns that 
tend to get overlooked, but that 
will be more important for “mid-
dle rich” clients moving forward. 
Tax planning is less important 
for most people, so these kinds of 
things may be of greater interest 
to more audience members.

(2) Special needs trusts (SNTs) 
are mysterious to most estate 
planners — albeit most trust 
types think they can draft any 
trust. This is a very important 
topic for a segment of the client 
population, and not an easy lift 
for most estate planners who are 
looking for new ways to be useful 
to their client base.

(3) Divorce property settlement 
is not what most trust drafters 
think. The disconnect between 
what we draft and assume to be 
non-marital property and what 
divorce courts are doing when a 
benefi ciary divorces is incredible 
— and not well known. Divorce 
courts are basically treating a 
benefi ciary’s trust interest as 
marital property, subject to di-
vision, no matter what the trust 
says. In some cases they are 
requiring a spouse’s parents to 
divulge their estate plan and their 
net worth so the divorce court 
can factor an expectancy/inheri-
tance into the property settlement 
determination.

(4) Trust and estate planning 
ethics and malpractice issues 
— Rather than a boring parade 
through the ethics rules, this ses-
sion will be an interactive discus-
sion of questions submitted by 
registrants that will focus on real 
world applications of rules that 
are designed to protect clients 
and the estate planner.

This course hopes again to be 
approved by the Mandatory Con-
tinuing Legal Education Commis-
sion of Oklahoma for a maximum 
of four credit hours, of which one 
hour is credit covering ethics. 

This continuing education 
course follows last year’s course, 
which was attended by more 
than 100 attorneys, accountants, 
fi nancial planners and trust 
offi cers. For more information or 
to register, contact the Catholic 
Foundation at (405) 721-4115, 
e-mail mmills@archokc.org or go 
online at www.cfook.org.

Catholic Foundation offers 
continuing education course

Festival of the Americas at
St. Eugene

The Catholic Church of St. Eu-
gene, 2400 W Hefner Road, will 
celebrate its 18th Annual Festival 
of the Americas and the World 
on Sunday, Sept. 28 from 10:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The Festival offers 
a great day of good food and fun 
for families. Admission and all day 
entertainment are free, including 
a performance by noted guitarist 
and vocalist Edgar Cruz at 3 p.m., 
dance performances, pony rides 
and other fun for kids. 

Archdiocesan Blue Mass sched-
uled for Sept. 29

The Blue Mass will be held at 
6 p.m. on the Feast of the Arch-
angels Sept. 29 at the Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
3214 N Lake Ave. The Mass will be 
celebrated by Rev. William Pruett, 
and concelebrated by Rev. Tim 
Luschen, Rev. Brian Buettner and 
Rev. Tim Ruckel. These priests 
serve as volunteer associate chap-
lains for the Oklahoma City Police 
Department. All active duty and 
retired members of federal, state, 
county, tribal and municipal law 
enforcement agencies, their fam-
ilies and support staff as well as 
non-law enforcement members of 
the fi rst responder community, 
are invited to attend. The Blue 
Mass, a long-standing tradition in 
the law enforcement community, 
is offered in memory of those who 
have made the ultimate sacrifi ce in 
the line of duty, to seek the guid-

ance of the Holy Spirit for those 
currently serving and to invoke 
the protection of the Archangels as 
they go in harm’s way. A reception 
will be held following Mass. For in-
formation, contact Deacon Charles 
Allen, at chuck@stjamesokc.com 
or (405) 990-1898.

Catholics returning home
St. Charles Borromeo Parish 

is offering an informal discus-
sion group for people interested 
in returning to the church. The 
group will be meeting from 6 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 30, in 
the Kastner Room. The remaining 
dates are Oct. 7, Oct. 14, Oct. 21 
and Oct. 28. This is an open forum 
for people to discuss why they left 
the Church and to investigate the 
possibility of returning. For more 
information, contact the parish 
offi ce at (405) 789-2595.

Annual kolache sale at Saint 
John Nepomuk Church

St. John Nepomuk Catholic 
Church will hold their kolache 
(traditional Czech pastry) sale on 
Friday, Oct. 3 in the school gym 
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. The kolache 
are made by the women of the 
parish and are $12 per dozen. 
The school is located at 600 Garth 
Brooks Blvd., Yukon. Kolache 
also will be sold on Oct. 4 in the 
Altar Society’s booth at the Czech 
Festival in downtown Yukon at the 
corner of 5th and Main streets.
ing experience – Hope for a new 
beginning

Briefs

Last year’s continuing education course. Photo provided.
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September

Holy Hour at 3 p.m. with 
Eucharistic Procession and 
Benediction at Saint Francis 
of Assisi Church, OKC

40 Days for Life kickoff at 
Christ the King Church in 
OKC. Mass at 5 p.m., followed 
by 7 p.m. event with speakers 
Fr. M. Price Oswalt and Dr. 
Richard Boothe.

40 Days for Life begins. The 
24-hour vigil will take place 
in front of Outpatient Services 
for Women, 6112 NW 63 in 
Oklahoma City. Contact Deb-
by Krisch at (405) 824-5578. 
Also at Abortion Surgery 
Center, 2453 Wilcox Drive in 
Norman. Contact Shannon 
Goodson at (405) 626-0717.

The Catechetical Congress 
with keynote speaker Steve 

Angrisano will open in the 
conference center at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center at 
7:45 a.m. The day will close 
with Mass at noon celebrated 
by Archbishop Coakley.

Saint Benedict carnival and 
bazaar from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
in Shawnee. For more infor-
mation, call the church at 
(405) 275-0001.

Red Mass will be celebrated 
by Archbishop Coakley at 5 
p.m. at Our Lady’s Cathedral 
in OKC.

Singles dance from 7 p.m. to 
11 p.m. at St. Charles Bor-
romeo in OKC. This month’s 
theme is your favorite sports 
team. Dance lessons 7 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.; music 8 p.m. to 11 
p.m. Bring a snack to share. 
Call Al for more information: 
(405) 631-0763.

St. Eugene Festival of the 
Americas and the World will 
be from 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at 2400 N Hefner Rd. The 
family oriented multicultural 
food festival has free admis-
sion and all-day entertain-
ment.

Czech Mass to be held at 
10:30 a.m. at St. John 
Nepomuk in Yukon.

Archdiocesan Blue Mass 
scheduled for 6 p.m. at Our 
Lady’s Cathedral in OKC.

Catholics Returning Home at 
St. Charles Borromeo in OKC. 
Meeting begins at 6 p.m. in 
the Kastner Room. For more 
information, contact the par-
ish offi ce at (405) 789-2595.

October

Annual kolache sale at St. 

John Nepomuk Church in 
Yukon from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Sale will be held in the gym. 
Kolaches are $12 per dozen.

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center in OKC. Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament is at 
5:30 p.m. with the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation available 
prior to Mass. Mass is at 7 
p.m.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, 
meet at St. Ann’s Nursing 
Home in Oklahoma City on 
the 1st and 3rd Saturdays 
of each month. Mass is at 
9:30 a.m. in the chapel. For 
further information, contact 
Toni Harrelson, (405) 341-
2199.

Job Box
Human resource management 

professional 
The Center of Family Love is 

seeking an experienced human 
resources management profession-
al for a director level opening. The 
candidate must have at least four 
years of experience or a combina-
tion of education and experience, 
and experienced in recruitment and 
benefi ts administration. The center 

offers competitive pay and benefi ts 
with a generous paid time off policy 
and an on-site fi tness center. For 
immediate consideration, e-mail 
your resume to hr@cfl inc.org.

Saint Gregory’s University posi-
tions

Saint Gregory’s University in 
Shawnee has open positions, 
including: admissions recruiter, 

corporate relations representative, 
women’s basketball coach, house-
keeping, lifeguard and more. For 
information on applying, e-mail hr@
stgregorys.edu.

Archdiocesan administrative 
assistant

The Offi ce of Ministries is seeking 
a full-time administrative assistant, 
with occasional evening and week-

end responsibilities. The adminis-
trative assistant provides clerical 
support to the Vicar General, Vicar 
for Priests, Chancellor and Safe En-
vironment Coordinator. Candidates 
should have a minimum of three 
years of offi ce experience. Advanced 
ability in Microsoft Offi ce and Floc-
knote must be demonstrated. Ability 
to speak and read Spanish is a plus. 
E-mail leason@archokc.org.
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Vignettes of Catholic social justice

 Growing up 
in New Haven, 
Connecticut as an 
African American 
young teenager 
in the turbulent 
times of the Civil 
Rights Movement 
in the 1960s 
was exciting and 
challenging. The impact of institu-
tional racism was felt daily in the 
Elm Haven Projects where we saw 
people of color struggle to meet 
basic human needs. It was exciting 
because for the fi rst time I expe-
rienced a hope and affi rmation of 
my blackness and dignity through 
the Black Power movement. 

This was also time to ask chal-
lenging questions within my faith 
community at St. Martin de Porres 
Catholic Church, a predominant-
ly African-American parish: How 
could this white, blonde, blue-eyed 
Jesus speak the Gospel of freedom 
and liberation when white people 
were the oppressors? And how 
could I identify with this Jesus? 
This shook my faith, but I had the 
opportunity to explore these ques-
tions more deeply with Baptists 
and Muslims. 

My parish community began 
to incorporate Gospel music and 
Afrocentricity into its liturgical 
celebrations. As the Civil Rights 
Movement involved us, many pa-
rishioners came together with oth-
ers of color who lived and worked 
in “the hood” to work for our own 
liberation and empowerment. Sig-
nifi cantly, St. Martin’s joined other 
religious denominations as peo-
ple of color who also experienced 
oppression, to protest the lack of 
resources and call upon New Hav-
en to provide job training, jobs and 
better education. I learned that 
that social justice action was part 
of living out my Catholic faith. 

My uncle was the Black Panthers 
Regional Organizer for Connecti-
cut. He gave me a sense of pride as 
he empowered young people to do 
positive actions in neighborhoods 
where we lived. I served free meals 

provided by Black Panthers. Being 
Black, Catholic and involved in 
neighborhood struggles for justice 
led me to work to organize peo-
ple to attain better education and 
jobs. 

Another special memory in 1963 
was when St. Martin’s parish-
ioners began selling dinners to 
raise funds so some people could 
represent our parish and attend 
the fi rst March on Washington 
for Jobs and Freedom, calling for 
civil and economic rights for all 
African Americans. The pastor felt 
the March was of historical im-
portance. We all felt a part of it, 
and clearly understood the radical 
ramifi cations this March would 
have on the rest of our lives and 
on the lives of others in the coun-
try. 

Vividly, I also remember the 
sorrow and despair felt when Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. was as-
sassinated April 4, 1968. Someone 
in the family had died. The event 
would explode into angry rioting 
and destruction, which would take 
decades to rebuild. 

To this day I carry these trans-
formative experiences within me. 

Sister Patricia Chappell is a mem-
ber of the Sisters of Notre Dame 
de Namur, Connecticut unit. She is 
a former president of the Nation-
al Black Sisters’ Conference and 
currently Co-Chairs the Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur-USA, Nation-
al Anti-Racism Team.

    The La Villi-
ta (Little Village) 
neighborhood, 
also known as 
“Mexico of the 
Midwest,” has 
many faces. 
Bustling with loud rancheras and 
colorful taquero stands, it is still 
plagued with high rates of crime 
and gang violence, high poverty, 
under-resourced schools, teen 
pregnancy, and the lowest green 
space-per-capita ratio in Chica-
go. Both from Mexico, my parents 
built their lives in La Villita. Grow-

ing up in a humble household, 
money was never at the center of 
our lives – it was at the center of 
our worries. 

As blue-collar workers, my par-
ents knew early on that a quali-
ty education for their daughters 
would be the only guarantee to 
escape what we were up against. 
My oldest sister paved the way 
as the fi rst member in both my 
immediate and extended family to 
attend college, at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. The 
three remaining sisters followed in 
her footsteps. 

My experience 
in college was 
extremely trans-
formational and 
enriching. For 
the fi rst time, 
I delved deep-
ly into social 
justice with the 
Church, learned 
art as a form of 
therapy for the 
special needs 
community, in-
terned with the 
U.S government, 
and learned the poetic language 
and culture of Brazil fi rst-hand. 
Immediately after graduation, my 
memories and intangible experi-
ences from college became bun-
dled into two words – student 
loans. 

Now, two years later, I carry my 
debt of over $30k on my back ev-
erywhere I go, with interest climb-
ing higher and higher every month 
and year. Although I was able to 
fi nd a full-time job in the midst of 
our poor economy, I am still pay-
ing the price by juggling a student 
loan debt, car loan debt, rent, 
groceries, etc. Numerous friends 
have gone back to living with their 
parents because they cannot make 
ends meet. 

The psychological and spiritual 
impact of debt and unemployment 
is devastating. The dignity of work 
stems from our call for steward-
ship of the world and all in it, 
as a means to enter more deeply 
in relationship with God. If our 
youth are unable to experience 

and live out this principle vibrant-
ly, discerning one’s vocation and 
purpose becomes a tumultuous 
challenge and mystery at a crucial 
age. 

We begin with understanding 
that our current economic cir-
cumstance is causing high youth 
unemployment rates, and that 
a substantial percent of the jobs 
added since 2008 are low-wage 
jobs. The corporatization of public 
higher education in some sectors 
is harming many students’ capaci-
ty to fully participate in the dignity 
of work. Too often, students enter-

ing and leav-
ing college are 
viewed as dollar 
signs by some 
institutions and 
organizations, 
rather than 
as children of 
God with the 
unique capacity 
to better society 
through their 
gifts and achiev-
ing a higher 
education. 

Catholic So-
cial Teaching calls us to confront 
systemic injustices that threaten 
the dignity of the human person 
on every level – from conception to 
natural death. We can respond to 
this systemic and deeply embed-
ded injustice by supporting local 
organizations and movements 
that address these very issues. In 
doing so, we begin the journey of 
personally taking responsibility for 
reorganizing the economy by push-
ing for laws that create fair wages 
and hold employers accountable 
for the security and dignity of their 
workers. 

We can organize to respond as 
a Church to ensure that we, as a 
society, are not diminishing the 
dignity of the young person for 
generations to come in our coun-
try. 

Our existence is not “for-profi t.” 
Joanna Arellano is Program Co-

ordinator, Catholic Relief Services 
and Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development for the Archdiocese of 
Chicago.

My Transformative Experiences 
Growing Up in the Civil Rights Era
By Sister Patricia Chappell, S.N.D. de N.

Young People Deserve to Experience 
the Dignity of Work

By Joanna Arellano 

“Catholic Social 
Teaching calls us to 
confront systemic in-
justices that threaten 
the dignity of the hu-
man person on every 
level – from conception 
to natural death.”

Civil Rights movement
continued from page 1

nate. Such protests become violent 
responses due to a lack of responsibility 
and civility.

“I use the word responsibility because 
I’m afraid too many people don’t want to 
accept responsibility, which is why you 
have deferred marriage, why you have 
young men not entering the priesthood, 
because those are long-term commit-
ments that demand responsibility. … 
Too often people think that everything 
centers around them. It should center 
around our relationships with others, 
with God,” he said.

“That’s the problem I see with protests 
today. They turn violent and people who 
are innocent suffer as a result. Burning 
stores, looting things, that’s vandal-
ism. It’s not legitimate protest and it’s 

wrong.”
Refl ecting on his trip to Selma nearly 

50 years earlier and contemplating what 
lies ahead for communities around the 
world, Archbishop Beltran turned to the 
basic belief of God-given dignity.

“I’m optimistic. I am. I think it will get 
better,” he said. “Our Catholic faith has 
always spoken about the dignity of the 
human person. And, yes, the Catholic 
Church has made a lot of mistakes and 
will continue to make mistakes, but ba-
sically it has adhered to the strong prin-
ciples in human rights and the equality 
of human beings. Love God fi rst, love 
your neighbor as yourself. That’s what 
it’s all about.”

Diane Clay is the editor of the Sooner 
Catholic and the director of communica-
tions for the archdiocese.

Archbishop Beltran poses with a fi rst communion class. Photo courtesy of Archdio-
cese of Atlanta.


