
On July 28, the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma 
City will celebrate 

the first feast day for Blessed 
Stanley Rother – priest, mis-
sionary and martyr.

Blessed Stanley was killed 
on July 28, 1981, in his 
rectory at Saint James the 
Apostle Catholic Church in 
Santiago Atitlan, Guatemala, 
where he served in the Okla-
homa mission. In September, 
he became the first U.S.-born 
priest to be beatified and 
the country’s first declared 
martyr during a Beatification 

Mass celebrated by Cardinal 
Angelo Amato in Oklahoma 
City.

“It is one of the special 
prerogatives of the saints and 
blesseds that they be hon-
ored in the Church’s public 
prayer. These holy men and 
women are given to us for our 
veneration and imitation so 
that through their example 
and intercession we might 
find assistance in responding 
to our own call to holiness,” 
Archbishop Coakley said.

“Though we rejoice in this 
official recognition, … we 
have not yet come to the end 

OKLAHOMA CITY – When 
Deacon Vuong “Vic” Luong 
reached the end of the ordination 
procession at The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, he 
glanced at the front row. Sitting 
next to his Oklahoma family was 
his father, Uyen Luong, who 
made his first trip to the United 
States from Vietnam to see his 
son become a priest. Both father 
and son blinked away tears and 
smiled.

With more than 600 friends, 
family, priests, deacons, semi-
narians and parishioners, Arch-

bishop Coakley celebrated the 
Mass of Ordination, ordaining 
Deacon Vic Luong into the priest-
hood.

“This is a day of great rejoic-
ing for the Church in the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City. The 
Lord has chosen one of our own. 
He has blessed us with a new 
priest,” Archbishop Paul S. Coak-
ley said during his homily. 

“It is not enough for a priest 
today to become a good church-
man. He must be first and 
foremost a faithful disciple, a 
missionary disciple, a witness to 
Jesus Christ, and a herald of the 
Gospel for a New Evangelization. 
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Go Make Disciples

“Be a man of God”
By Diane Clay 
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“The laying on of hands”

Blessed Stanley Rother icon by Beverly Layton
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a Rite of Election
Planning has begun for the 
annual Rite of Election cere-
monies to be held at 2 p.m.; 
4:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. the 
First Sunday of Lent, Feb. 
18. The person in charge of 
RCIA must mail or fax the 
form sent to each parish by 
Jan. 26 with information 
about attendance and time 
preferences. Contact Mary 
Fahy, Office of Worship and 
Spiritual Life, (405) 721-
5651, Ext. 158. 

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

With the Fourth of July behind us we have come 
to the unofficial halfway point of summer. Summer 
plans are unfolding. Our archdiocese is planning 
some special observances this month to honor Bless-
ed Stanley Rother. 

Looking at the weeks ahead, I would like to draw at-
tention to ways we can prepare to observe the upcom-
ing liturgical feast of Blessed Stanley on Saturday, 
July 28. This will be the first time since his beatifica-
tion this past September that the Church will official-
ly observe this celebration.

It was on July 28, 1981, that Father Stanley Roth-
er, “Padre Aplas,” was martyred in his rectory in 
Santiago Atitlan in Guatemala where he had served 
as a member of the Oklahoma mission team since 
1968. Appropriately, this is the date the Vatican has 
assigned as his feast day to honor him in the litur-
gy. The anniversary of a martyr’s death is the date 
the Church commonly celebrates his or her heavenly 
birthday.

Originally, permission for the liturgical observance 
of this “optional memorial” was granted exclusively 
to the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. Since then, 
the bishops of the dioceses of Tulsa, Little Rock and 
Santiago Atitlan have 
petitioned and have been 
granted permission for the 
observance of this memo-
rial in those dioceses as 
well. Already, we see de-
votion to Blessed Stanley 
extending well beyond our 
own local church.

Here in the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, I have 
given permission for all 
churches of the archdiocese to celebrate the weekend 
Masses on Saturday, July 28, and Sunday, July 29, 
using the officially approved Mass texts for Blessed 
Stanley Rother. 

It is one of the special prerogatives of the saints and 
blesseds that they be honored in the Church’s public 
prayer. These holy men and women are given to us 
for our veneration and imitation so that through their 
example and intercession we might find assistance in 
responding to our own call to holiness. 

Some may choose to travel on pilgrimage to Gua-
temala and join in the colorful celebration at the 
Church of Saint James where Blessed Stanley lived 
and died. One need not travel all the way to Guate-

mala to make a pilgrim-
age in his honor. 

On Saturday, July 28, 
many will undoubtedly 
attend the evening Mass 
honoring Blessed Stan-
ley in his home parish of 
Holy Trinity in Okarche. 
There will be special festivities surrounding that local 
celebration. 

I encourage everyone to plan a personal pilgrimage 
with family, friends or fellow parishioners to sites 
associated with Blessed Stanley this month. In addi-
tion to Holy Trinity, you might wish to visit his orig-
inal burial place in the parish cemetery in Okarche. 
I strongly encourage visits to his current place of 
rest in the Resurrection Cemetery Chapel next to the 
Catholic Pastoral Center where he will lie in repose 
until his shrine is completed a few years from now. 

You also will want to visit the Heritage Gallery 
museum at the Catholic Pastoral Center filled with 
artifacts and information about the life of Blessed 
Stanley. You can venerate his relics at the Saint 

Francis de Sales Chapel at 
the pastoral center as well. 

As I remarked at the unfor-
gettably moving beatification 
ceremony, though we rejoice 
in this official recognition 
of the first U.S-born martyr 
and parish priest to be beat-
ified, we have not yet come 
to the end of this journey. 
We continue to pray for his 

canonization and for the day when we can honor him 
as Saint Stanley Rother. It will take a miracle! 

To pave the way for his eventual canonization, we 
must pray with confidence for his heavenly interces-
sion. I encourage one and all to seek his intercession 
and ask heavenly favors from Our Lord through the 
intercession of Blessed Stanley. 

Pray with faith and persevere in prayer! It only 
takes faith the size of a mustard seed to move moun-
tains. God desires to bless us through the interces-
sion of the saints and blesseds.

As you put the finishing touches on your summer 
plans, don’t forget to include a pilgrimage to honor 
Blessed Stanley Rother.  

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

How about a summer pilgrimage?

Prayer for the 
Cause of Canonization

of Blessed Stanley Rother

O God, fount of all holiness,
make us each walk 

worthily in our vocation, 
through the intercession of 

Your saints, on whom you 
bestowed a great variety of 

graces on earth.
Having graced your Church
with the life of your priest 

and martyr,
Blessed Stanley Rother,

grant that by his 
intercession this humble 

flock may reach where the 
brave Shepherd has gone.
Grant that your Church may 

proclaim him a saint 
living in your presence and 

interceding for us all.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Blessed Stanley Rother Feast Day July 28

July 9-10 – Annual Provincial Bishops’ meeting, Oklahoma City
July 10 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
July 10 – Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
July 11-15 – NAPA Institute Conference, Napa, Calif.
July 17 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC
July 18 – One Church Many Disciples Wave 3 pastors lunch and orientation, Noon, CPC
July 19 – Assembly of Catholic Professionals luncheon; 11:30 a.m., Petroleum Club OKC
July 19 – Senior staff meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
July 25 – A night of worship for youth and young adults, 6 p.m., Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Youth 
Camp
July 26 – Catholic Charities Board meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities offices
July 27 – Mass, ribbon cutting and blessing of Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High School, 2 p.m., Cristo Rey OKC
July 28 – Mass and celebration for first Feast Day of Blessed Stanley Rother, 5 p.m., Holy Trinity, Okarche
July 29 – Quo Vadis Days opening Mass and dinner, 5 p.m., Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Youth Camp
July 31 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee meeting, Noon, CPC
July 31 – One Church Many Disciples Wave 3 parish orientation, 6 p.m., Holy Family, Lawton
Aug. 2 – Mass, 9 a.m., The Center of Family Love, Okarche
Aug. 2 – Senior staff meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Aug. 2 – Catholic Conference of Oklahoma Board conference call, 3 p.m.
Aug. 2 - One Church Many Disciples Wave 3 parish orientation, 6 p.m., CPC

To learn more about 
Blessed Stanley Rother’s 

first feast day, 
see the center section of 

this issue of the 
Sooner Catholic or visit 

blessedstanleyrother.org.
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Catholic Charities prepares for action to assist 
immigrant children, families

Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
has extended offers of service to 
those agencies directly involved 
at the southern border of the 
United States as well as to local 
partners to serve needs such 
as bilingual immigration and 
counseling either at the border, in Texas, or in 
Oklahoma.

In 2014, Catholic Charities provided direct 
support to unaccompanied migrant children 
brought to Fort Sill. Services offered included 
immigration attorneys and counseling. Case-
workers were prepared, if the need arose. 

Executive Director Patrick Raglow expressed 
readiness to be involved in that process again, 
should the need to arise. He also is in contact 
with the staff members of U.S. Sen. James 
Lankford, U.S. Rep. Steve Russell and U.S. 
Rep. Tom Cole, regarding the movement of leg-
islation in Congress. 

Monetary donations can be di-
rected to Catholic Charities USA 
and Catholic Legal Immigration 
Network, Inc. (CLINIC). Catholic 
Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City will be seeking to 
partner with sister agencies in 
the Catholic Charities network to 

assist. 
Catholic Charities reached out to several 

organizations currently serving near the border 
to assess ways the Church might be able to 
assist. 

Stay up-to-date at www.catholiccharitiesusa.
org.

Gala raises one million for The Center of Family Love 
The Center of Family Love and 

the Oklahoma Knights of Colum-
bus hosted the 5th annual Gift of 
Love Gala on June 16 at the Na-
tional Cowboy and Western Her-
itage Museum in Oklahoma City. 
The event benefits individuals with 
intellectual and physical disabil-
ities who reside at The Center of 
Family Love in Okarche.  

This year’s gala achieved two 
record-breaking milestones for the 
center. The event sold out early 
with more than 800 guests attend-
ing and the gala raised more than 

$1 million.  
Located in Okarche and found-

ed in 1981 by members of the 
Oklahoma Knights of Columbus, 
The Center of Family Love has 
empowered hundreds of adults 
with disabilities to live productive 
and meaningful lives. The center 
provides one of the most innova-
tive educational, vocational and 
residential programs in the nation, 
pioneering new approaches in the 

field of disabilities, and is recog-
nized in Oklahoma a pre-eminent 
and model community. 

The Center of Family Love pro-
vides homes and careers for 130 
residents who live with disabilities 
that include cerebral palsy, au-
tism, muscular dystrophy, Down 
syndrome, development delays, 
spinal injuries and intellectual 
disabilities. 

The outpouring of generosity 
from our community is incredibly 
humbling to witness,” said Debbie 
Espinosa, chief executive officer 

for the center. 
“There aren’t 
enough words 
to adequate-
ly express 
how much 
we appreciate 
our donors 
for their gifts. 
Their sup-
port enables 
us to provide 
for our res-
idents and 
will impact 
generations 
of people who 
live with spe-
cial needs. On 
behalf of the 
residents of 
The Center of 
Family Love, 
I am proud to 
be their voice, 
and to thank 
you for all 
that you do 
for them.”      

This year, 
the Center of 
Family Love 

honored Most Rev. Edward J. 
Slattery, Bishop Emeritus of the 
Diocese of Tulsa, who received 
the organization’s Carol and Bill 
Brown Outstanding Communi-
ty Ambassador Award. Patricia 
Loosen, co-founder of the Center 
of Family Love and long-time ad-
vocate for those with intellectual 
disabilities, received the Harold J. 
Wittrock Humanitarian Award.  

“These are God’s children and 

there is a reason that we have to 
get involved,” said Patricia Loos-
en, co-founder of The Center of 
Family Love and an honoree. “This 
could happen to any of us, to have 
a handicap, and suddenly reality 
catches on. Come and visit. It’s a 
place of joy, friendship and lots of 
bear hugs!”  

This year’s gala emcee was Mal-

colm Tubbs, on-court emcee for 
the Oklahoma City Thunder and 
feature reporter for Fox 25 Morn-
ing News. 

The Center of Family Love’s mis-
sion is to provide quality lifetime 
care to individuals with develop-
mental disabilities. Visit www.
centeroffamilylove.org.

Center of Family Love CEO, Debbie Espinosa, emcee Malcolm Tubbs and Brian, 
a resident of Center of Family Love at the 2018 Gift of Love gala. Photos provided.

Residents from the Center of Family Love give thanks to 
attendees at the gala.
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Official Pastoral 
Assignments

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Administrator

Rev. A. Gerard 
MacAulay 

Holy Trinity, 
Okarche and 
Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, 
Calumet 

Associate 
Pastor

Rev. John Peter 
Swaminathan

Saint Eugene, 
Oklahoma City

Effective July 8

Development director 
joins Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio

A development expert has joined 
the staff at Oklahoma Catholic Ra-
dio to help build the evangelization 
network across the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City.

Stacy Humbert joined the staff 
June 5. She will serve as devel-

opment di-
rector for 
Oklahoma 
Catholic 
Radio, as-
sisting the 
executive 
board and 
archdioce-
san stew-
ardship 
staff with 
develop-
ment and 
funding 

opportunities to bring the Good 
News of Jesus Christ to more Okla-
homans through the 12 Catholic 
radio stations in the state.

“I am excited to develop relation-
ships with people who are passion-
ate about Catholic Radio! Catholic 
Radio reaches Catholics who are 
already in parishes, those who 
don’t have a church home or those 
who want to learn more about the 
Catholic Church,” Humbert said. 
“It really is a very important apos-
tolate for the Church and it was 
personally helpful for me when I 

came into the Church. We hope to 
give people a door to come into a 
personal relationship with Jesus 
and the Church as well.”

Humbert most recently served 
as director of mission and admin-
istration for Saint Joseph Catho-
lic Church in Norman where she 
worked to implement and advance 
the mission of the parish. She also 
served as federal program manager 
for the Oklahoma City Department 
of Airports, a program manager for 
the Oklahoma Department of Com-
merce and assisted with steward-
ship for Christ the King Catholic 
Church. 

At Oklahoma Catholic Radio, 
her responsibilities include build-
ing relationships with community 
leaders, developing strategies to 
enhance Catholic Radio and estab-
lishing a consistent brand.

Oklahoma Catholic Radio is an 
affiliate of EWTN. It is a 501(c)3 
and is supported by the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City and through 
gifts from listeners and businesses.    

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, led by Archbishop Paul S. 
Coakley, serves Catholics in cen-
tral and western Oklahoma with 
108 parishes and missions.       

For more information, go online 
to www.okcr.org or contact info@
okcr.org, (833) OKCRadio.

Stacy Humbert

Save the date for Reds, Whites and Brews
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Oklaho-

ma City’s Reds, Whites and Brews event is bringing 
together local brewers and wine producers to benefit 
the Sanctuary Women’s Development Center – a safe 
space for homeless women and children in Oklahoma 
City to gather and seek refuge.

The event will feature live music from local artists 
and beer and wine from Oklahoma favorites including 
Twisted Spike Brewing Co., Iron Monk Brewing Co., 
Coop Ale Works, Toad Hollow Vineyards, Mercer, Oys-
ter Bay and Barossa Valley Estate. 

Several generous local individuals and organiza-
tions sponsor Reds, Whites and Brews, including Cat-
tlemen’s Steakhouse and Southern Glazer’s Wine and 
Spirits. Without this generous support, the sanctuary 
would not be able to keep its doors open to serve 75 
women daily. 

Sanctuary Women’s Development Center opened in 
April 2009 in southwest Oklahoma City. The Catholic 
Charities initiative offers at-risk women and children 
a secure, empowering environment where they can 
obtain social services, receive life-skills training and 
work alongside a case manager to achieve indepen-
dence. 

“This event is the perfect combination of fun and 
philanthropy,” said Chelsea Rose, Catholic Charities 
director of community engagement. “Not only is it 
a night filled with music and excitement, it is truly 
a night that transforms lives. Attendees are able to 
meet with the staff of Sanctuary Women’s Devel-
opment Center and hear the stories of the amazing 
women who walk through their doors.”

The sanctuary depends on the proceeds from Reds, 
Whites and Brews to continue its work. This past 
year, 88 women transitioned from homelessness to 
housing. The services provided range from phone ac-
cess and art activities to shower and laundry facilities 
to trauma counseling and GED classes.

“Sanctuary is a place for homeless women and chil-
dren to feel safe, cared for and loved,” Rose said. “The 
smiles and laughter are never ceasing at the sanctu-
ary. It is truly a place of hope.” 

Reds, Whites and Brews will be July 19 at Cattle-
men’s Event Center in Stockyards City. Doors open 
at 6 p.m. The event will include a raffle drawing and 
live auction alongside live music and beer and wine 
tastings. Tickets are $60 for single admission at red-
swhitesbrews.com.

Did you know you 
can help save a life? 

Catholic Charities encourages 
parishioners to participate in 
mental health awareness training. 
QPR is a free one-hour suicide 
prevention training that provides 
three simple steps to reach 
someone who may be feeling 
hopeless. Professional 

counseling also is available. 
Contact St. Joseph Counseling 
Center at (405) 524-0969.
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An array of homemade international 
cuisine lined the tables the evening 
of June 14 inside the Blessed Sac-

rament parish hall in Lawton as members 
of the Catholic Daughters of America Saint 
Jude Chapter, paid homage to local priests 
at the annual Priest Appreciation Dinner.

The Catholic Daughters, all dressed in 
white, scuttled through the kitchen, serving 
area, and dining area, making sure all was 
perfect. The Catholic Daughters made the 
homemade delicacies.

Receiving recognition at the event were 
Father Phil Seeton of Holy Family in Lawton; 
Father Brian Buettner of Blessed Sacrament 
in Lawton; Father Uci Iheke of Fort Sill; and 
Father Rayanna “Roy” Narisetti of Saint 
Ann in Elgin, Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 
Sterling, and Our Lady of Sorrow in Apache. 
Several deacons also were in attendance.

Opening the evening events with a prayer 
was Deacon Jim Coe. He spoke kind words 
about the Catholic Daughters of America 
Saint Jude Chapter, comparing them to a 
cedar tree, planting firm roots in the Cath-
olic faith to bring forth strong branches of 
service and love to the community.

Victoria Stringer helped design the cake with 
a special image from Father Seeton’s ordina-
tion.

“The picture on the cake came from a card 
that was given to Father Phil when he was 
ordained. It reads ‘Shepherd, Teach and Sanc-
tify my People,’ and shows Jesus and a priest. I 
took a picture of the card, and the person who 
made the cake drew the image by hand. The 
white buttercream rose symbolizes Saint John 
Paul II.”

“It is profoundly overwhelming,” said Fa-
ther Uci. “It makes me count my blessings as 
a priest. You see the people who priests are 
blessed with. God told Abraham, if he sees 10 
or 20 good people, he was going to save the 
land. I come in here, and I see all these faith-

ful ladies, and it is proof of the Word of the 
Church. I see people who are practicing their 
faith. I am full of thanks to have the privilege to 
be in the midst of these holy women.” 

Father Brian added,” I think one 
the things the Catholic Daughters 
do, not only here, but all over the 
United States, is to truly be able to 
manifest the deep desire to grow in 
holiness. For us to be thanked in 
this way reminds us that we are part 
of such a big family. The Catholic 
Daughters are an integral part of 
that family.”

“For Catholics, the priest is the 
most important, because the pres-
ence of the priest, brings the pres-
ence of the 
Christ,” 
Father Roy 
said. “This 
is very nice, 
because this 
is coming 
from the 
people to 
welcome the 
priest and 
appreciate 
all they do. It 
is a wonder-
ful thing.” 

“It was a 
great event,” 
Father Phil 
said. “The 
Catholic 

Daughters have been 
active in Lawton for 
45 or 50 years, and 
they have done a lot of 
work for the parishes. 
It is good because both 
parishes are represent-
ed in the one court, 
instead of having sep-
arate ones. It brings 
people together.” 

Gina Muse, re-
gent for the Catholic 
Daughters’ Saint Jude 

Chapter, said she was happy with the outcome.
“We always plan an annual Priest Appreci-

ation Dinner a year in advance. We usually 
rotate between Blessed Sacrament and Holy 
Family. We try to give the priest a night off and 
make it fun for them. When we honor them, we 
have it to where they do not have to speak, so 
it is truly a night off for them.”

As the evening ended, goodie bags of food 
were given to the honorees, along with many 
hugs, smiles and laughter.

The Catholic Daughters of America Saint 
Jude Chapter, was established in 1977, and 
is the largest chapter in Oklahoma, with 58 
members.

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic. 

Catholic Daughters of America honor 
Lawton priests

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

The Catholic Daughters of America St. Jude Chapter’s annual Priest Appreciation Dinner was held June 14 at 
Blessed Sacrament in Lawton. Members of the St. Jude Chapter are pictured with Fr. Rayanna “Roy” Nariset-
ti, Fr. Brian Buettner, Fr. Phil Seeton, and Fr. Uci Iheke. Photos Jolene Schonchin/Sooner Catholic. 

A display of the Catholic Daughters of America St. Jude Chap-
ter’s activities. The image on the cake came from a card Fr. Phil 
Seeton received when he was ordained.

The Catholic Daughters of America St. 
Jude Chapter, swore in new officers 
during their monthly meeting, June 16, 
at Blessed Sacrament in Lawton. The St. 
Jude Chapter of the Catholic Daughter of 
America was established in 1977, through 
the late Fr. James Stafford. 

Right: Joan Libro is the last original mem-
ber of the Catholic Daughters of America 
St. Jude Chapter.

Top: New officers are Gina Muse, regent; 
Victoria Stringer, vice regent; Anna Pena, 
secretary; Thrish Little, finance secretary; 
and Maria Rodriquez, treasurer.

Photos Jolene Schonchin/Sooner Catholic. 
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Rachel’s Vineyard retreat: redeeming hearts 
broken by abortion

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Father Gregory Gerrer is one 
of the most fascinating and 
intriguing characters in the 

history of the Church in Oklahoma. 
Born in Alsace, his family immigrated 
to the United States in 1871, first to 
Iowa and then to El Reno. His initial 
profession was that of his father, a 
baker. However, his talents for music 
and painting soon manifested them-
selves. For a short time, he played 
clarinet in a circus band. In 1889, 
he came to Guthrie enticed by the 
Land Run. Joining the choir at Saint 
Mary, Father Thomas Duperou, a 
Benedictine and pastor of the parish, 
encouraged his vocation. During his 
formation, the abbey decided to send 
him to Europe for extensive courses 
in art and painting. He spent four years in Italy immersed in artistic 
endeavors. Upon his return to the United States, Father Gerrer won 
a competition to paint the portrait of Pope Pius X for the World’s 
Fair of 1904 in Saint Louis. The Holy Father stated, “You have 
painted me wart and all and I am pleased with it.” Pope Pius did 
indeed have a wart on his face that other portraitists chose to omit! 
The portrait is housed at Saint Gregory’s Abbey with copies at the 
Vatican and the Apostolic Nunciature in Washington. For 15 years, 
he taught at Notre Dame and this afforded him the opportunity to 

travel and collect art for a museum he envisioned at 
Saint Gregory’s. This dream finally was realized in 1979, 
33 years after his death with the Mabee –Gerrer Muse-
um. His reputation was such that he was named to the 
Oklahoma Hall of Fame in 1932.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

The reality of life after an abortion is not a 
topic of discussion on television talk shows 
or in the news. Growing numbers of men and 
women, however, are stepping forward and ad-
mitting, “I am deeply hurting because of my de-
cision to abort.” Abortion impacts not only the 
woman having the abortion, but others having 
had input into the decision to abort.   

Maria is a 38-year-old wife and mother. She 
is married to Antonio. They have two children, 
a 13-year-old boy and an 11-year-old girl. Ma-
ria shares her story: “When I was 19, I became 
pregnant. The father was my long-term boy-
friend. I could not 
bring myself to tell 
my parents about 
the pregnancy. I de-
cided the best thing 
to do was to abort 
my baby. I thought 
once I did that 
everything would 
return to normal. All 
I can say is that the 
woman that walked 
into the abortion 
clinic, walked out of 
that clinic a different 
person. The vibrant, 
happy and energetic 
young woman was 
gone and she never returned. My life started to 
unravel. My boyfriend and I broke up. 

In time I married my current husband and 
we had children. I could not forgive myself for 
having an abortion. I felt like I had killed my 
own child. When my children had a birthday, I 
thought about the aborted baby and calculat-
ed his age. I wondered if he would have looked 

like my living children. I held all of my sadness, 
guilt and remorse to myself.  

I heard about the Rachel’s Vineyard retreat. I 
was scared to make the phone call to get infor-
mation. Finally, I called and connected with a 
woman who understood what I felt. I attended 
the retreat, and the healing I experienced as a 
result has changed me deeply and fundamen-
tally. I not only found God’s forgiveness, but He 
made it possible for me to forgive myself. A part 
of me died when I had my abortion, and God’s 
healing restored me. I feel happiness and joy 
for the first time in many years. I am reconciled 

with God. A very deep and person-
al relationship with the Lord grows 
stronger day-by-day.”

Joseph and Amelia, while in their 
early 20s, aborted their child. They 
agreed to never talk about the abor-
tion again. Years later they experi-
enced marital problems. They were 
both puzzled by the immense anger 
and resentment they had for one 
another. Amelia started searching 
the internet for solutions to their di-
lemma. She found information about 
relationship problems after an abor-
tion. For the first time in 20 years, 
Joseph and Amelia talked about the 
past abortion and the emotional pain 
they had associated with it. The next 

Sunday, the church bulletin had an announce-
ment for a Rachel’s Vineyard retreat. Joseph 
and Amelia attended that retreat as a couple. 

They sum up their journey: “We had no idea 
of the depth of the grief over the loss of our 
baby. The unresolved grief and the hidden 
anger we had as a result of the abortion were 
destroying our relationship. During the retreat, 

we were able to experience the sadness, grief 
and shame we had in the company of others 
feeling very much the same. It was as though a 
light turned on in our lives and in our relation-
ship. We stepped out of the darkness and into 
the light of God’s love and forgiveness. A great 
weight was lifted from our hearts. We were able 
to forgive ourselves and reconcile with God. 
This is a gift that is so precious to us.” 

Ricardo was 30. He had lived life as a teen-
ager and young adult in a way that left him in 
a series of destructive relationships and prob-
lems with alcohol and drugs. He had separated 
himself from the Church. 

Ricardo relates his story: “One evening, alone 
at home in a mental haze from alcohol, I felt 
the urge to retrieve my deceased grandfather’s 
Bible from the back of my closet. I opened it 
and began to read passages my grandfather 
had highlighted. I felt as though I were reading 
a set of instructions to change my life. That 
was the beginning of my new life. I returned 
to Church and started living a different life. I 
remembered the times I had encouraged girl-
friends to get abortions. I was horrified by my 
actions. I confessed to my priest and he told 
me about Rachel’s Vineyard. I attended a re-
treat. By the end of the retreat, I felt I had fully 
come home to the Church. God loved me and 
redeemed me of this sad, sad past.” 

Many men and women struggle for years af-
ter experiencing an abortion. Sadness, anxiety, 
guilt and other painful feelings are common, 
not only for the woman, but also the man – or 
for other relatives and friends. This confidential 
weekend retreat offers a profound opportunity 
to experience God’s tender love and forgive-
ness.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat
No cost

Pre-registration required
Call (405) 623-3844

E-mail: 
rachelsvineyardokc@gmail.com

www.rachelsvineyard.org

Fr. Gregory Gerrer

July 8, 2018   7Sooner Catholic



8   July 8, 2018 Sooner Catholic July 8, 2018    9Sooner Catholic

Blessed Stanley Rother Pilgrimage Guide

Blessed Stanley Rother Timeline

He graduated 
from high school 
in 1953.

Stanley Francis Rother 
was born March 27, 
1935, in Okarche to 
Franz and Gertrude 
Rother.

He graduated from Mount 
St. Mary’s Seminary in 
Emmitsburg, Md., in 
1963, and was ordained a 
priest May 25, 1963.

His first Mass as a 
priest was celebrated 
on May 26, 1963, at 
Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church in Okarche.

In 1968, 
Blessed Stanley 
Rother arrived at 
the Santiago Atitlan 
mission in Guatemala.

Blessed Stanley 
Rother was killed in 
the early morning 
of July 28, 1981, in 
the church rectory 
in Guatemala. 

How to celebrate 
Blessed Stanley

 Perform a Work of Mercy
 Pray the prayer for        
   canonization
 Pray for Blessed Stanley’s      
   intercession
 Take the Rother Oklahoma  
   Pilgrimage
 Venerate first-class relic  
 Create a food dish from   
   Guatemala
 Pray the Rosary with special  
   intentions for Blessed Stanley
 Watch the documentary “An  
   Ordinary Martyr” with family  
   or parish group

Find resources at
blessedstanleyrother.org.

Blessed Stanley 
Rother was beatified 
on Sept. 23, 2017, 
in Oklahoma City. 

The First annual Feast Day of Blessed Stanley Rother: July 28, 2018

“Pilgrimages evoke our earthly journey toward heaven and 
are traditionally very special occasions for renewal in prayer.” 

Catechism of the Catholic Church, #2691

To celebrate the first annual feast day of Blessed Stanley Rother, 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City invites individuals, families and parish groups to make 

pilgrimages during the month of July to honor him and ask for his prayers.

Pilgrims are asked to bear witness by sharing their photos 
and reflections on social media with the hashtag: 

#RotherFeastDay.

Pilgrimage Sites

1. Holy Trinity Catholic Church
Address: 211 Missouri Ave., Okarche 73762

Holy Trinity Catholic Church was the home parish of Blessed 
Stanley Rother. This is the church where Blessed Stanley wor-
shipped with his family, where he served Mass as an altar boy, 
and where he celebrated his First Mass as a priest.

The church is open daily from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. A display case 
in the back of the church contains personal artifacts of Bl. Stan-
ley. Pilgrims are also invited to pray, light a votive candle, and 
deposit prayer intentions at the first-class relic that was used at 
his beatification ceremony. Tours of the church may be sched-
uled by calling the parish office at (405) 263-7930.

The parish has a new gift shop with religious goods and sou-
venirs. It is open Monday-Wednesday from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m., Saturday at 6 p.m., and Sunday at 11:30 a.m. Also, 
Eischen’s, famous for its chicken, is a five-minute walk from the 
church. 

3. Resurrection Memorial Cemetery Chapel
Address: 7801 Northwest Expressway; 

7500 W. Britton Rd.
The Resurrection Memorial Chapel contains the 

crypt of Blessed Stanley. The chapel is open Mon-
day - Friday from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

During the month of July, the chapel will be 
open on some weekends to facilitate pilgrimages:

• Saturday, July 14: 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
• Sunday, July 15: 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
• Saturday, July 21: 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
• Sunday, July 22: 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

2. Heritage Gallery
Address: 7501 Northwest Expressway, 

Oklahoma City
Located inside the Catholic Pastoral Center, the 

Heritage Gallery tells the story of Blessed Stanley 
Rother: “The Shepherd Cannot Run.”

The Heritage Gallery is open Monday-Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. During the month of 
July, the Heritage Gallery will be open on some 
weekends to facilitate pilgrimages:

• Saturday, July 14: 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
• Sunday, July 15: 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
• Saturday, July 21: 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
• Sunday, July 22: 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Blessed Stanley Rother
Prayer for Divine Favor

Blessed Stanley our brother, 
you poured out your life in service 
and spilled your blood as a witness 
to the faithfulness of God’s love.

Those you loved so deeply and 
served so completely 
knew you to be their pastor and 
their priest, 
interceding for them as their open 
door to the presence of Christ.

Pray for us now and intercede on 
our behalf,
as we ask you to walk with us on 
our journey through life, 
that the redeeming presence of 
Jesus, 
might touch us now and restore us 
to wholeness and peace.

I ask in time of need [state your 
need] 
that your prayer accompany us; 
may the mercy of Christ, echoed in 
your ministry and your martyrdom, 
renew us and bring us the graces 
necessary 
to heal our brokenness, illumine our 
darkness, 
and restore the losses in our lives,
that we may be, finally, one with you 
in praising God forever in heaven. 

Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

© 2018 Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
blessedstanleyrother.org

Blessed Stanley Rother

Gift Shop
Catholic Pastoral Center

7501 Northwest Expressway, OKC
M-F 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

NOW OPEN
blessedstanleyrother.org

continued from page 1

More resources - Blessed Stanley’s 
story – Prayers in English and Spanish 
- The award-winning documentary “An 

Ordinary Martyr” – Online store

blessedstanleyrother.org

of this journey. We continue to 
pray for his canonization and 
for the day when we can honor 
him as Saint Stanley Rother!”

Permission for the liturgical 
observance of the “optional me-
morial” was granted exclusively 
to the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City. 

Since then, the bishops of the 
dioceses of Tulsa, Little Rock 
and Santiago Atitlan have peti-
tioned and have been granted 
permission for the observance 
in those dioceses as well.

The Church commemorates 
the memorial days of saints 
throughout the liturgical year. 
With few exceptions, they are 
celebrated on the date of the 
saint’s death – their birth into 
eternal life. 

To learn more about Blessed 
Stanley and to find the prayers 
for his canonization and inter-
cession, visit blessedstanley-
rother.org.

Diane Clay is editor of the 
Sooner Catholic.

Fr. Thomas 
McSherry, 
who served 
in Guatemala 
after Blessed 
Stanley and is 
now the pastor 
at St. Patrick 
in Oklahoma 
City, presents 
Blessed Stan-
ley’s first-class 
relic for venera-
tion during the 
beatification.

Cardinal Angelo 
Amato lifts the 
chalice of Blessed 
Stanley during 
the beatification. 
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Blessed Stanley Rother

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City has a master plan for a shrine, 
museum and pilgrim center inspired by the life of Blessed Stan-
ley Rother. 

This shrine will be the focal point of the growing devotion to the Okla-
homa priest and martyr. It is likely to become an important national 
Catholic shrine. In addition to celebrating the life of one of Oklahoma’s 
own, the church will seat 2,000 people, contain the tomb of Blessed 
Stanley Rother and host large diocesan events such as ordinations and 
the Rite of Election. 

Archbishop Coakley and the building project committee are working 
with Franck and Lohsen Architects Inc., an architectural firm specializ-
ing in designing beautiful and traditional Catholic churches. The shrine 
is to be constructed on the old Brookside golf course site, a 56-acre par-
cel visible from Interstate 35, Shields Boulevard, and S.E. 89. 

The site includes: a new two-story church, a museum containing arti-
facts related to the life and ministry of Blessed Stanley Rother, a pilgrim 
center that will showcase a video on the life and ministry of Blessed 
Stanley Rother, plenty of parking spaces, classrooms spaces, office spac-
es and a rosary walk among others. This master plan envisions this site 
as a beacon of Catholic identity for all of Oklahoma.

The church is to be designed in the Spanish Mission style to echo the 
design of the church where Blessed Stanley Rother served in Guatema-
la. Cruciform in shape, the church features transepts on either side of 
the sanctuary that help to bring the seating closer to the altar. Above 

the altar is a vaulted dome, bringing heavenly light into the 
church from above. 

Along each side of the nave are locations for small niche 
chapels, which will be dedicated and built over time. The 
design and engineering team will focus on developing details 
that are cost effective, durable, easy to maintain, energy 
efficient and sustainable. To the east of the main church, 
a chapel dedicated to Blessed Stanley Rother will seat 200. 
The chapel altar will hold the remains of Blessed Stanley 
Rother and will be a worthy place of repose and devotion. 

A large event hall and education building will be located 
near the church. Outdoor spaces are planned to surround 
the main church. A large plaza, called a “zócalo,” will provide 
a gathering space directly in front of the church. This plaza 

opens onto a large lawn extending to the west. 
To fund the construction of the shrine, the archdiocese launched the 

“One Church, Many Disciples” campaign in the fall of 2017. This cam-
paign seeks to raise a minimum of $65 million to fund the shrine for 
Blessed Stanley Rother, strengthen parishes through various programs, 
plan for future parishes in areas with growing Catholic populations, 
support Catholic schools, seminarian education, youth, young adult and 
campus ministry, renovate The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
and support the retired priests of the archdiocese. 

To date, the “One Church, Many Disciples” campaign has raised near-
ly $51.5 million through pledges payable over five years. Every parish 
and mission in the archdiocese will have participated in the campaign 
by the fall of 2019. 

To find more information about the shrine for Blessed Stanley Rother, 
the “One Church, Many Disciples campaign,” or to make a gift online, go 
to onechurchmanydisciples.org.

The
Shrine
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The path of Christ is love, goodness 
and righteousness

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis 

A disciple’s path in life is one of love, good-
ness and righteousness. Divine wisdom illu-
minates this path. Fatherly instruction, God’s 

teaching, as 
revealed to us 
in scripture, 
sheds light on 
this path. Our 
Loving God 
prescribes for 
us the ways, 
the rules of 
conduct, that 
lead to his 

promised blessedness and joy. An everlasting 
blessedness and joy that no one can take away; 
unless we let them.

Our loving God guides us away from evil. Our 
loving God tries to separate us from all that 
can isolate us from him and his love. The God 
given path of love, goodness and righteousness 
is at once firm in its precepts and firm in its 
promises. This path ends in true and greater 
love. 

Christ’s path is a loving rule that guides our 
behavior toward a more intense love. A love 
that, as it matures, thinks less of one’s self and 
little by little becomes more willing to sacrifice 

for the other. 
Christ’s path of love, his rule for life, which 

his Church continues to celebrate and pro-
claim, is for the sake of our own and of the 
common good. Trust his path and trust his 
rule of love. There is no reason whatsoever 
to doubt Jesus Christ. He will never lead us 
astray. 

Christ’s path is not one of limitations or one 
that seeks to suffocate us. Christ’s path is one 
that keeps us on track with His Gospel mes-
sage, a living call for each one of us to grow in 
His love; and there is no one more knowledge-
able than Christ as to what love truly is and 
how to reach it.

Christ’s path of love, His rule for life, is a 
lucid one; a reasonable one. It seeks order and 
not disorder. Order not only for our personal 
lives, but also order for all of creation and every 
creature. An order, a harmony, that is estab-
lished by our good and loving creator among 
all His creation, and all His creatures, for their 
good and to guide them toward their ultimate 
end. 

We need to be careful about supposed short-
cuts and alternative paths that are not Christ’s 
path. All true paths find their first and ultimate 
truth in Christ’s eternal path of love, goodness 

and righ-
teousness. 

There 
are differ-
ent ex-
pressions 
of Christ’s 
path 
of love, 
goodness and righteousness, also known as the 
Lord’s moral law, and all of them are interre-
lated because God is the only source of true 
laws. Only God’s laws are born out of love and 
direct us toward love. And because of this, only 
through the prism of love can God’s law be 
truly understood. 

Paragraph 1953 from the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church sums up a key idea of Christ’s 
path, Christ’s moral law of love, goodness and 
righteousness: 

“The moral law finds its fullness and its unity 
in Christ. Jesus Christ is in person the way of 
perfection. He is the end of the law, for only He 
teaches and bestows the justice of God: ‘For 
Christ is the end of the law, that everyone who 
has faith may be justified’” (Romans 10, 4).

To love Him is to love, embrace and follow His path 

Echoes
of 

Christ

Jobs Box
Coordinator of Elementary Faith 
Formation

St. John, Edmond, is seeking a 
full-time coordinator of elementary 
faith formation PreK-5. Candidates 
must be practicing Catholics in 
good standing with a passion for 
sharing Christ’s love. The coordi-
nator is responsible for children’s 
catechesis, family-based programs 
and sacramental preparation.
Bachelor’s degree required; previ-
ous parish-based work experience 
preferred. Some evening and week-
end hours may be required. Send 
resume to adennis@stjohn-catholic.
org. 

Coordinator of Youth and Young 
Adult Formation and Missionary 
Discipleship

St. John, Edmond, is seeking 
a full-time coordinator of youth 
(grades 6-12) and young adult 
formation and missionary disci-
pleship. Candidates must be fully 
practicing Catholics in good stand-
ing and passionate about Jesus, 
the Catholic faith and forming dis-
ciples. Evenings and weekends re-
quired. Bachelor’s degree required; 
theology or ministry degree is a 
plus. Strong skills in organization, 
planning and execution of events, 
technology and social media re-
quired. Previous parish-based work 
experience preferred. Send resume 
to adennis@stjohn-catholic.org. 

Administrative Assistant
St. John, Edmond, is seeking a 

part-time administrative assistant 
for Evangelization and Catechesis 
Department. Candidates must 
be organized, efficient, have good 
time management and knowledge 
of social media platforms. Some 

evening and weekend hours may be 
required. Send resume to adennis@
stjohn-catholic.org. 

Teachers - Stillwater
St. Francis Xavier Early Child-

hood Development Center, Stillwa-
ter, is accepting applications for 
part-time PreK3 and PreK4 teach-
ers for the 2018-2019 school year. 
Bachelor’s degree in education 
with state teaching certification 
in early childhood a must. Send 
resume, cover letter and copy of 
teaching certificate to Claudia Og-
rin, 711 N. Country Club Rd., Still-
water 74075 or e-mail claudia@
sfxstillwater.org by Aug. 3. Contact 
(405) 334-5154. 

Administrative assistant
St. Eugene, OKC, has an open-

ing for a full-time administrative 
assistant. Applicant must be 
bilingual, knowledgeable of Ac-
cess and Excel, and have flexible 
schedule as work includes some 
evenings and weekends. Contact 
Judi Wilkinson at jwilkinson@
steugenes.org.   

Director of liturgy, music
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catho-

lic Church in the Diocese of Fort 
Worth is looking for a dynamic 
director of liturgy and music. As a 
large parish with more than 5,000 
families, the parish serves the 
growing Keller area. Degree a must 
in either liturgy from a Catholic 
institution or music with a proven 
history of assisting the pastor in 
planning liturgies and directing a 
department. Ideal director will be 
able to play the organ and the pia-
no, with preference given to the or-
gan. Salary based on qualifications 

and experience. Benefits package 
included. Visit www.seascc.org/di-
rector-of-liturgy-and-music. Send 
employment application, resume 
and cover letter to Leanne South-
erland at lsoutherland@seascc.org.

Teachers - Guthrie
St. Mary Catholic School, Guth-

rie, is seeking a first-grade teacher 
and a third-grade teacher to help 
transition to a classical modal for 
the 2018-2019 school year. Bach-
elor’s degree in education with 
state teaching certification pre-
ferred. Send resume, cover letter 
and copy of teaching certificate to 
Jacque Cook, St. Mary Catholic 
School, 502 E. Warner, Guth-
rie 73044 or e-mail principal@
stmarysguthrie.com. Download 
application at bit.ly/archokcteach-
erapplication.

Teachers - OKC
Christ the King Catholic School 

is seeking elementary educational 
teachers for the 2018-2019 school 
year. Bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion and state teaching certificate 
required. Send resume and cov-
er letter to Amy Feighny, Christ 
the King Catholic School, 1905 
Elmhurst Ave., OKC 73120 or 
afeighny@ckschool.com. Download 
application at bit.ly/archokcteach-
erapplication.

Teachers - OKC
The Catholic School of St. Eu-

gene, OKC, is seeking middle 
school science, mathematics 
(Algebra I endorsement), PreK 
and elementary positions for the 
2018-2019 school year. Bache-
lor’s degree in education and state 
teaching certification in the de-

sired teaching area required. Send 
resume, cover letter and copy of 
teaching certificate to Susan Ison, 
assistant principal, at sison@steu-
geneschool.org. Download applica-
tion at bit.ly/archokcteacherappli-
cation. No phone calls.

Conceptual physics teacher 
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School seeks a founding ninth 
grade conceptual physics teacher 
who furthers the mission of Cristo 
Rey OKC by supporting a school 
culture that empowers student 
self-reliance and develops the 
values of faith, knowledge, service 
and purpose. The physics teacher 
will have experience teaching in a 
hands-on, project-based learning 
approach to science. Bachelor’s 
degree and teaching certificate 
required. Position begins July 
2018. Apply at www.cristoreyokc.
org/careers.

Coordinator of youth formation
St. Monica, Edmond, is seeking a 

part-time coordinator of youth for-
mation to work under the director 
of evangelization. Candidates must 
be practicing Catholics in good 
standing. Evenings and weekends 
required. Bachelor’s degree re-
quired; theology or ministry degree 
a plus. Strong skills in organiza-
tion, planning and execution of 
events, technology and social media 
required. Previous parish-based 
work experience preferred. Must 
undergo safe environment back-
ground check. Submit resume to 
Carrie Harkey, stmonicayg@gmail.
com. Call (405) 359-2700.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.soonercatholic.org.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

¿Qué tal una peregrinación de verano?

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Con el Cuatro de Julio detrás de nosotros, 
hemos llegado a la mitad del verano. Los 
planes de verano se están desarrollando. 
Nuestra arquidiócesis está planeando algunas 
celebraciones especiales este mes para honrar 
al Beato Stanley Rother.

Mirando las próximas semanas, me gustaría 
llamar la atención sobre las formas en que 
podemos prepararnos para observar la próxima 
fiesta litúrgica del Beato Stanley el sábado 28 
de julio. Esta será la primera vez desde su be-
atificación en septiembre pasado que la Iglesia 
observará oficialmente esta celebración

Fue el 28 de julio de 1981, que el Padre Stan-
ley Rother, “Padre Áplas”, fue mar-
tirizado en su rectoría en Santiago 
Atitlán en Guatemala, donde había 
servido como miembro del equipo 
misionero de Oklahoma desde 1968. 
Apropiadamente, esta es la fecha que 
el Vaticano ha asignado como su día 
de fiesta para honrarlo en la liturg-
ia. El aniversario de la muerte de un 
mártir es la fecha en que la Iglesia 
comúnmente celebra su cumpleaños 
celestial.

Originalmente, el permiso para la observan-
cia litúrgica de esta “memoria libre” se otorgó 
exclusivamente a la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma 
City. Desde entonces, los obispos de las dióce-
sis de Tulsa, Little Rock y Santiago Atitlán han 
solicitado y se les ha concedido permiso para la 
celebración de este memorial en esas diócesis 
también. Ya vemos que la devoción al Beato 
Stanley se extiende mucho más allá de nuestra 
propia iglesia local.

Aquí en la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City, 
he dado permiso para que todas las iglesias de 
la arquidiócesis celebren misas de fin de sem-

ana el sábado 28 de julio y el domingo 29 de 
julio con los textos litúrgicos aprobados oficial-
mente para la Misa del Beato Stanley Rother.

Es una de las prerrogativas especiales de 
los santos y beatos que sean honrados en la 
oración pública de la Iglesia. Estos santos 
hombres y mujeres nos son entregados para 
nuestra veneración e imitación para que a 
través de su ejemplo e intercesión podamos en-
contrar ayuda para responder a nuestro llama-
do a la santidad.

Algunos pueden optar por viajar en pere-
grinación a Guatemala y unirse a la colorida 
celebración en la Iglesia de Santiago, donde el 

Beato Stanley vivió y murió. No es necesario 
viajar todo el camino a Guatemala para hacer 
una peregrinación en su honor.

El sábado 28 de julio, sin duda, muchos 
asistirán a la misa vespertina en honor del 
Beato Stanley en su parroquia de Holy Trinity 
en Okarche. Habrá festividades especiales alre-
dedor de esa celebración local.

Animo a todos a planear una peregrinación 
personal con familiares, amigos o feligreses 
a sitios asociados con el Beato Stanley este 
mes. Además de Holy Trinity, es posible que 
desee visitar su panteón original en el cemen-

terio parroqui-
al de Okarche. 
Recomiendo 
encarecidamente 
visitar su lugar 
actual de descan-
so en la Capilla 
del Cementerio 
de la Resurrección, al lado del Centro Pastoral 
Católico, donde descansará hasta que su san-
tuario esté terminado dentro de unos años.

También querrá visitar el museo Heritage 
Gallery en el Centro Pastoral Católico lleno de 
artefactos e información sobre la vida del Beato 
Stanley. También puedes venerar sus reliquias 
en la capilla de San Francisco de Sales en el 
centro pastoral.

Como señalé en la inolvidable y conmove-
dora ceremonia de beatificación, aunque nos 
regocijamos en este reconocimiento oficial del 
primer mártir nacido en los Estados Unidos 
y del párroco que ha sido beatificado, aún no 
hemos llegado al final de este viaje. Seguimos 
orando por su canonización y por el día en que 
podamos honrarlo como a San Stanley Rother. 
¡Hará falta un milagro!

Para allanar el camino para su eventual 
canonización, debemos orar con confianza por 
su intercesión celestial. Animo a todos a bus-
car su intercesión y pedir favores celestiales a 
Nuestro Señor por intercesión del Beato Stan-
ley.

¡Ora con fe y persevera en la oración! Solo se 
necesita fe del tamaño de un grano de mostaza 
para mover montañas. Dios desea bendecirnos 
por la intercesión de los santos y los beatos.

Mientras pone los toques finales a sus planes 
de verano, no se olvide de incluir una peregri-
nación para honrar al Beato Stanley Rother. 

La Fiesta del Beato Stanley Rother será el 28 de julio

Para aprender más sobre la 
primera celebración de la Fiesta 

del Beato Stanley Rother, 
vea la sección central de este 

número de Sooner Catholic o visite 
blessedstanleyrother.org. 

© 2018 Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City
blessedstanleyrother.org

Beato Stanley Rother
Oración Pidiendo un Favor Divino

Beato Stanley hermano nuestro,
donaste tu vida en servicio por los demás 
y derramaste tu sangre como testigo
a la fidelidad del amor de Dios.

Aquellos a que amaste y serviste tan profunda y completamente
Te conocían como su pastor y sacerdote,
intercediste por ellos como su puerta abierta a la presencia de Cristo.

Ruega e intercede por nosotros, 
únete en nuestro camino por la vida,
para que la presencia redentora de Jesús,
pueda tocarnos y restaurarnos a la plenitud y la paz.

Te pido en este tiempo de necesidad por [declare su necesidad]
que tu oración nos acompañe;
que la misericordia de Cristo que resonó en tu ministerio y martirio,
nos renueve y nos traiga las gracias necesarias
para sanar nuestro quebranto, ilumine nuestra oscuridad,
y restaure lo que hemos perdido en nuestras vidas,
para que podamos ser, finalmente, uno contigo
en la alabanza a Dios para siempre en el cielo.

Por Cristo nuestro Señor
Amén. Katie Kuennen, directora auxiliar de servicios infantiles para la oficina de Servicios 

de Migración y Refugiados de la Conferencia de Obispos Católicos de EE.UU. dice 
que cientos de estadounidenses han llamado ofreciendo cuidar a niños separados 
de sus padres en la frontera. Foto CNS/David Maung.

La realidad de la vida después 
de un aborto no es un asunto de 
discusión en programas de tele-
visión o en los noticieros.   Sin 
embargo, los números crecientes 
de hombres y mujeres, que admit-
en que, “Están sufriendo por su 
decisión de abortar”.  El aborto no 
solo impacta a la 
mujer que abor-
to, sino también 
a todos los que 
participaron en 
la decisión de 
abortar.

Maria es una 
esposa y madre 
de 38 años.  
Está casada con 
Antonio.  Tienen 
dos hijos, un 
niño de 13 años 
y una niña de 
11 años.   María 
comparte su his-
toria: “Cuando 
yo tenía 19 años, quede embaraz-
ada.  El padre era mi novio de 
mucho tiempo.   Yo no tenía el val-
or de contarles a mis padres sobre 
mi embarazo.  Tome la decisión de 
que lo mejor era abortar a mi bebé. 
Pensé que una vez que hiciera 
esto, todo regresaría a la normali-
dad.  Lo único que puedo decir es 
que las mujeres que entramos a 
una clínica abortiva salimos de ahí 
siendo otras personas.  La mujer 
vibrante, contenta y energética 
se había desaparecido y nunca 
más volvió.   Mi vida se comenzó 
a desmoronar.  Mi novio y yo nos 
separamos.

Al pasar el tiempo me case con 
mi esposo y tuvimos hijos.  Pero 

yo no me podía perdonar por 
haberme hecho un aborto.  Yo 
sentía que había matado a mi 
propio hijo.  Cuando mis hijos 
cumplían años, recordaba al hijo 
que había abortado y calculaba su 
edad.   Pensaba si él se hubiese 
parecido a alguno de mis hijos.  

Contuve toda 
mi tristeza, 
culpabilidad y 
remordimiento 
dentro de mí.  

Escuche 
sobre el Retiro 
del Viñedo de 
Raquel.  Tenía 
miedo hacer 
esa llamada 
telefónica para 
obtener más 
información.  
En fin, llame 
y hable con 
una mujer que 
comprendió lo 

que yo sentía.   Asiste al retiro y 
la sanación que sentí me cambio 
profundamente y fundamental-
mente.  No solo encontré el per-
dón de Dios, sino que Dios hizo 
posible que pudiera perdonarme 
a mí misma.  Una parte de mi 
murió cuando tuve el aborto, y la 
sanación de Dios me ha restituido.  
Por primera vez en muchos años 
siento nuevamente en mi vida, 
alegría y gozo.  Me he reconciliado 
con Dios.   Mi relación personal y 
profunda con el Señor crece más 
fuerte cada día.”

José y Amelia abortaron a su 
hijo en su juventud.   Entre el-
los se pusieron de acuerdo para 
nunca hablar del aborto.  Pasaron 

los años y tuvieron problemas en 
su matrimonio.  Ambos se sentían 
desconcertados del coraje inmen-
so y resentimiento que tenían el 
uno por el otro.  Amelia comenzó 
a buscar en el internet soluciones 
a su problema.  Encontró in-
formación acerca de problemas 
matrimoniales después de un 
aborto.  Por primera vez en veinte 
años, José y Amelia hablaron del 
aborto pasado y del dolor emocio-
nal que este les dejo.   El domingo 
siguiente, en el boletín de la Iglesia 
venia un anuncio para un Retiro 
del Viñedo de Raquel.

José y Amelia asistieron a ese 
retiro como pareja.  Ellos resumi-
eron su trayectoria: “No teníamos 
idea de la profundidad del dolor 
por la pérdida de nuestro bebé.  
Aquella pena que se había que-
dado sin resolver y el coraje que 
habíamos guardado dentro de 
nosotros a causa del aborto estaba 
destruyendo nuestro matrimonio.  
Durante el retiro, experimentamos 
la tristeza, aflicción y la vergüen-
za que sentíamos en compañía de 
las otras personas que sentían lo 
mismo que nosotros.  Fue como 
que si se hubiese encendido una 
luz en nuestras vidas y en nuestra 
relación.  Salimos de la oscuridad, 
a la luz del amor y perdón de Dios.  
Se quito un peso de nuestros 
corazones.  Fuimos capaces de 
perdonarnos a nosotros mismos y 
reconciliarnos con Dios.   Para no-
sotros, este es un preciado regalo.”

Ricardo tenía 30 años. En su 
juventud, él vivió una vida desor-
denada que lo llevo a una serie 
de relaciones destructivas con 
problemas de alcoholismo y drog-

adicción.  Se alejo de la Iglesia.  
Ricardo cuenta su historia: “Que 
una tarde, solo en casa en una 
confusión mental después de 
alcoholizarme, sintió la urgencia 
de acudir a la Biblia que había 
sido de mi abuelo fallecido, y que 
se encontraba en el rincón de mi 
closet, la abrí y comencé a leer 
los pasajes que mi abuelo había 
subrayado.  Sentí como que si 
estuviese leyendo una seria de 
instrucciones de cómo cambiar mi 
vida.  Ese fue el comienzo de una 
nueva vida.  Regresé a la Iglesia y 
comencé a vivir una vida diferente.  
Recordé las veces que animé a mis 
novias a que se hicieran un abor-
to.  Me horrorizaban mis acciones.  
Me confesé con mi sacerdote y 
el me informo sobre el Viñedo de 
Raquel.  Asistí a un retiro.  Al final 
del retiro, sentí que había regre-
sado totalmente a casa, la Iglesia.  
Dios me amó y me redimió de este 
triste, triste pasado.”

Muchos han luchado por años 
después de haber experimentado 
un aborto.  Es muy común que no 
únicamente las mujeres, sino tam-
bién los hombres e inclusive otros 
familiares o amistades sientan 
tristeza, ansiedad, culpabilidad y 
otros sentimientos de dolor.  Este 
retiro confidencial y privado de fin 
de semana ofrece una oportunidad 
profunda para sentir el perdón y el 
amor tierno de Dios.  Es gratuito, 
pero requiere inscribirse con antic-
ipación.  Por favor, comuníquese 
al número (405) 709-2708 o envié 
mensaje por correo electrónico a 
rachelsvineyardokc@gmail.com.  
(Sus llamadas telefónicas y men-
sajes son confidenciales)
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El camino de Cristo es amor, bondad y justicia
Amarlo es amar, abrazar y seguir su camino

Ecos
de 

CristO

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariado de 
Evangelización y 

Catequesis

El camino de un discípulo en la vida es uno 
de amor, bondad y justicia. La sabiduría divina 
ilumina este camino. La instrucción paternal, 
la enseñanza de Dios, tal como se nos revela 
en las Escrituras, arroja luz sobre este camino. 
Nuestro Dios de amor nos señala los caminos, 
las reglas de conducta, que conducen a su pro-

metida bendi-
ción, alegría 
y felicidad. 
Una bendi-
ción, alegría y 
felicidad eterna 
que nadie nos 
puede quitar; 
a menos que lo 
permitamos.

Nuestro Dios 
de amor nos aleja del mal. Nuestro Dios de 
amor busca separarnos de todo lo que puede 
aislarnos de él y su amor. El camino de amor, 
bondad y justicia dado por Dios es a la vez 
firme en sus preceptos y firme en sus prome-
sas. Este camino termina en un amor real y 
más grande. 

El camino de Cristo es una regla de amor 
que guía nuestro comportamiento hacia un 
amor más intenso. Un amor que, a medida que 
madura, piensa menos en uno mismo y, poco 

a poco, se vuelve más dispuesto a sacrificarse 
por los demás. 

El camino de amor de Cristo, su regla de 
vida, que su Iglesia continúa celebrando y 
proclamando, es por el bien nuestro y el bien 
común. Confía en su camino y confía en su 
regla de amor. No hay razón para dudar de Je-
sucristo. Él nunca nos llevará por mal camino.

El camino de Cristo no es uno de limitaciones 
o uno que busca sofocarnos. El camino de 
Cristo nos mantiene en el buen camino de su 
mensaje del Evangelio, un llamado vivo para 
que cada uno de nosotros crezcamos en Su 
amor; y Cristo es quien mejor conoce cuál es 
el verdadero camino del amor y cómo podemos 
alcanzarlo.

El camino de amor de Cristo, su regla de 
vida, es lúcida y razonable. Busca el orden y no 
el desorden. Orden no solo para nuestras vidas 
personales, sino también para toda la creación 
y cada criatura. Orden, armonía, para toda Su 
creación y todas Sus criaturas establecida por 
nuestro creador, que es bueno y nos ama.  Or-
den y armonía establecida para el bien de toda 
la creación y para guiarla hacia su fin último.

Tenemos que tener cuidado con supuestos 
atajos y caminos alternativos que no son el 
camino de Cristo. Todos los caminos verdader-
os encuentran su primera y última verdad en 

el camino 
eterno 
de amor, 
bondad 
y justicia 
de Cristo.

Hay 
diferentes 
expre-
siones del camino de amor, bondad y justicia 
de Cristo, también conocido como la ley moral 
del Señor, y todas ellas están interrelacionadas 
porque Dios es la única fuente de leyes ver-
daderas. Solo las leyes de Dios nacen del amor 
y nos dirigen hacia el amor. Y debido a esto, 
solo a través del prisma del amor es que po-
demos comprender en realidad la ley de Dios.

El párrafo 1953 del Catecismo de la Iglesia 
Católica resume una idea clave del camino de 
Cristo, la ley moral de amor, bondad y justicia 
de Cristo:

“La ley moral tiene en Cristo su plenitud y su 
unidad. Jesucristo es en persona el camino de 
la perfección. Es el fin de la Ley, porque sólo 
Él enseña y da la justicia de Dios: ‘Porque el 
fin de la ley es Cristo para justificación de todo 
creyente’” (Rm 10, 4).

Retiro Viñedo de Raquel
Gratis

Se requiere preinscripción
Llame al (405) 623-3844

E-mail: 
rachelsvineyardokc@gmail.com

www.rachelsvineyard.org

Retiro Viñedo de Raquel: Redimiendo Los Corazones 
Rotos a Causa del Aborto
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Briefs

Actor Jim Caviezel to headline Deaconess 
adoption fundraiser

Join 2018 prayer team!
Join the 2018 Prayer Team, text Prayer2018 

to 84576 or go to https://app.flocknote.com/
archokc/2018Intercessory.

Catholic summer camp
There are still spaces available for Our Lady of 

Guadalupe Catholic Youth Camp! We promote 
the personal and spiritual growth in each young 
person by developing their prayer life, social 
skills, independence and respect for others. 
Each session begins on Sunday with registration 
5 p.m. - 6 p.m. and ends on Friday with pick-up 
4 p.m. - 5 p.m. www.archokc.org/camp.

Retreat in Daily Life 
To learn how to pray in-the-midst of daily life 

and to live more mindful of God’s love, care and 
guidance, consider the Retreat in Daily Life. 
Call with questions or to register July 1 – Aug. 
31:  Nancy Vargas at (405) 760-4640 or Danna 
Schweitzer at (405) 263-4472. The Retreat in 
Daily Life is a ministry of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. Visit ridlarchokc.org.

40 Days for Life
We need a few people who feel called to lead 

or assist with 40 Days for Life, a campaign of 
prayer to end abortion in America. Help and 
training available through the national office as 
well as locally. Apply now for the fall campaign. 

Contact Dale Dirkschneider at dsdirkschnei-
der@gmail.com or (405) 209-0309, or the Office 
of Marriage and Family Life Ministry at (405) 
721-8944.

ACP luncheon
The next Assembly of Catholic Professionals 

luncheon is 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. July 19 at the 
Petroleum Club, Cotter Ranch Tower, 100 N. 
Broadway Ave., in OKC. The speaker is Patrick 
Madrid, one of the top rated Catholic Radio talk 
show hosts in the United States who can be 
heard on Sirius XM or on local Catholic radio 
across the country. His topic is “Why be Cath-
olic, when you could be anything else?” ACP 
members can register at rsvp@archokc.org. 
Non-members can join at www.archokc.org/
acp. Memberships for the rest of the year or a 
one-luncheon ticket are available. 

Reds, Whites and Brews
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Okla-

homa City is proud to present Reds, Whites 
and Brews at 6 p.m. July 19 at Cattlemen’s 
Event Center. This event supports the home-
less services of Catholic Charities: Sanctuary 
Women’s Development Centers in Stockyards 
City. Tickets $60; $75 for VIP ticket that in-
cludes exclusive after party. Contact Chelsea 
Rose at (405) 523-3009, crose@ccaokc.org. 
Visit http://redswhitesbrews.com.

UND night banquet
The Notre Dame Club of Oklahoma 

City will host its annual Universal No-
tre Dame night banquet on July 19 at 
the V2 Events Center atop the Devon 
Energy building in downtown OKC. 
This event is open to any fans of the 
university. This year, the “person of 
the year” is Archbishop Paul Coakley. 
Update on campus news given by head 
lacrosse coach, Kevin Corrigan. For 
tickets, visit oklahomacity.undclub.
org or e-mail oklahomacity.president@
alumni.nd.edu. Tickets $65 per seat. 
Includes a cocktail hour and meal.

English Marriage Encounter
The next non-residential English 

Marriage Encounter weekend is July 
20-22 at St. John Nepomuk, 600 S. 
Garth Brooks Blvd. in Yukon. Meals 
provided. Contact Rick and Bev Feller 
(405) 323-9119 or rbfeller@gmail.com.

St. Gregory’s Days of Reflection
Fr. Simeon Spitz, O.S.B. will lead 

“Giving Witness as Adults” on July 28 
at St. Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee. 
At Confirmation, Catholics are sealed 

with the gifts of the Holy Spirit. We can tap 
into those gifts to live our faith effectively in 
families, among peers or at work. Mass at 9 
a.m., then lunch and two sessions following. 
The day ends with Holy Hour with confessions 
available. Cost $30, includes lunch. Register at 
(405) 878-5656 or retreats@monksok.org. 

Discernment retreat
Quo Vadis Days 2018 will be held July 29-

Aug. 1 at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway. Quo Vadis Days retreat 
will help young men examine their prayer life, 
draw closer to God and offer practical tips on 
how to listen more intently to the Lord. More 
information and registration at http://qvdays.
org, www.okcvocations.com. Contact Leslie 
Russell at lrussell@archokc.org or (405) 721-
5651, Ext. 114.

Midwest Catholic Family Conference
The 19th annual Midwest Catholic Family 

Conference is Aug. 3-5 at the Century II Con-
vention Center in Wichita. Programs available 
for all ages. Visit catholicfamilyconference.org.

Archbishop’s Dinner 2018
Join Archbishop Coakley, clergy and semi-

narians from the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
at the 2018 Archbishop’s Dinner in support of 
seminarian education at 6 p.m. Aug. 7 at the 
Oklahoma City Golf and Country Club. Contact 
the Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma at (405) 
709-2745 or visit cfook.org/dinner.

Angels of Destiny 2018
Deaconess Pregnancy and Adoption will host 

their 11th annual Angels of Destiny fundraiser 
6 p.m. – 9 p.m. Aug. 30 at the National Cowboy 
and Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma 
City. Funds raised at the event will fund free 
services the agency provides to expectant par-
ents, adoptive and foster families and children. 
Tickets $125 for individual; $200 for couple. 
Includes dinner. Keynote speaker is Jim Cavie-
zel, the actor who portrayed Jesus in “The Pas-
sion of the Christ” and Luke in “Paul, Apostle 
of Christ.”

Suicide prevention training 
Did you know you can help save a life? Cath-

olic Charities encourages parishioners to partic-
ipate in mental health awareness training. QPR 
is a free one-hour suicide prevention training 
that provides three simple steps to reach some-
one who may be feeling hopeless. Professional 
counseling also is available. Contact St. Joseph 
Counseling Center at (405) 524-0969.

Deaconess Pregnancy and 
Adoption has announced that Jim 
Caviezel, who portrayed Jesus 
in the film “The Passion of the 
Christ,” will headline the Aug. 30 
fundraiser at the National Cowboy 
and Western Heritage Museum in 
Oklahoma City. 

Caviezel will share his personal 
story as an adoptive dad as well as 
his powerful testimony regarding 
his role in filming “The Passion of 
the Christ.” 

Caviezel and his wife, Kerri, are 
devout Catholics and have adopt-

ed three special-needs children, 
putting their pro-life stance into 
action. 

Other notable roles for Caviezel 
include Private Witt in “The Thin 
Red Line,” Detective John Sullivan 
in “Frequency,” Jim McCormick 
in “Madison,” Johannes in “I Am 
David,” Edmond Dantès in “The 
Count of Monte Cristo,” golfer Bob-
by Jones in “Bobby Jones: Stroke 
of Genius,” and Carroll Oerstadt in 
“Déjà Vu.” From 2011 until 2016, 
he starred as John Reese on the 
CBS science fiction crime drama 

series “Person of Interest.”  Jim’s 
latest role is Luke in “Paul, Apostle 
of Christ” that premiered this past 
spring.

Funds raised at the event will be 
used for free services the agency 
provides expectant parents, adop-
tive and foster families and chil-
dren. 

Tickets are $125 for an individ-
ual and $200 for a couple, and 
include dinner. Purchase tickets 
online at www.deaconessadoption.
org. Contact Debbie Davis at (405) 
949-4200. 

For 118 years, DPA has walked 
with expectant parents facing 
unplanned pregnancies, provid-
ing counseling, encouragement, 
shelter, food and clothing. The or-
ganization also operates a full-ser-
vice infant adoption program 
and counseling center, providing 
adoption-competent therapeutic 
services. 

The Oklahoma City-based 
nonprofit has helped more than 
125,000 women, and created more 
than 7,000 families through adop-
tion since its inception.
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July 

Pray the Rosary for Life at 6:30 
p.m. the abortion center, 2453 
Wilcox Dr., Norman. Contact 
Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
potato.lang@gmail.com.

Feast of St. Augustine Zhao 
Rong and Companions, mar-
tyrs.

Catholic War Veterans (of any 
war/conflict) meeting, 7 p.m., 
St. Ann Retirement Center 
community room. Contact Fr. 
M. Price Oswalt, (405) 567-
3404.

Feast of St. Benedict.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
No. 168 will meet at 7 p.m., 
Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del City. 
Contact (405) 739-0036, Okl-
aPost168@cox.net.

St. Ann’s Ministry for pregnan-
cy and infant loss, 6:30 p.m. 
- 8 p.m., St. John Raphael 
House, Edmond. Contact (405) 
340-0691, Ext. 197; parish-
nurse@stjohn-catholic.org.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
toral Center. Contact Elaine, 
(405) 358-3610, ccrprayers@
gmail.com.

Feast of St. Henry.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

Feast of St. Kateri Tekakwitha.

St. Kateri Tekakwitha pilgrim-
age Mass and picnic 10:30 
a.m. – 2 p.m. at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur St. 
in Shawnee. RSVP by July 6 
at (405) 878-5656 or retreats@
monksok.org.

The Red Plains Benedictine 
Oblates of Mt. St. Scholastica, 
Noon - 2:30 p.m., Rm. A/B, 
St. Charles Borromeo, 5024 N. 
Grove Ave. Contact (405) 635-
5665, jmmartinosb@yahoo.com.

Feast of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel.

Suicide grief support group, 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., St. Fran-
cis, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
During the nine days, the nove-
na prayers will be: Monday-Fri-
day following Noon Mass, 
Saturday following 5 p.m. Mass, 
and Sunday following 11 a.m. 
Mass.

Feast of St. Camillus de Lellis.

Catholic Charities Reds, Whites 
and Brews, 6 p.m., Cattlemen’s 
Event Center.

Assembly of Catholic Profes-
sionals luncheon 11 a.m. – 1 
p.m., the Petroleum Club, Cot-
ter Ranch Tower, 100 N. Broad-

way Ave., in OKC.

Notre Dame Club of Oklaho-
ma City annual Universal Notre 
Dame night banquet 6 p.m. at V2 
Events Center atop Devon Energy 
building, 333 W. Sheridan Ave. in 
OKC.

Feast of St. Apollinaris, bishop 
and martyr. 

Feast of St. Lawrence of Brindisi.

The Lay Missionaries of Chari-
ty, the Secular (Lay) Order of St. 
Teresa of Calcutta, meeting at St. 
Ann Nursing Home, OKC. Mass 
at 9:30 a.m.; meeting following. 
Contact Karen Banks, (405) 396-
9086 or Toni Harrelson, (405) 
341-2199.

The Oklahoma City Community of 
Secular Carmelites meets month-
ly at Little Flower, OKC. Anyone 
interested in deepening prayer 
life with community support call 
Vicky Caudell, (405) 637-4611, or 
William Ginn, (405) 737-2024.

Feast of St. Bridget.

Feast of St. Sharbel Makhluf.

Feast of St. James the Apostle.

Feast of Sts. Joachim and Anne.

Feast of Blessed Stanley Rother.

St. Gregory’s Days of Reflec-
tion session “Giving Witness 
as Adults” by Fr. Simeon Spitz, 
O.S.B., 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Contact 

(405) 878-5656 or retreats@
MonksOK.org.

Quo Vadis Days Retreat July 
29 – Aug 1. Register by July 23. 
Visit qvdays.org.

Feast of St. Peter Chrysologus.

Feast of St. Ignatius of Loyola.

August 

Feast of St. Alphonsus.

Feast of St. Eusebius of Ver-
celli.

Feast of St. Peter Julian Ey-
mard.

First Friday Sacred Heart Mass 
at the Catholic Pastoral Cen-
ter. Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament at 5:30 p.m.; recon-
ciliation available prior to Mass. 
Mass at 7 p.m. Call (405) 721-
8944, (405) 528-6252.

Midwest Catholic Family Con-
ference Aug. 3-5 at the Century 
II Convention Center in Wich-
ita. Visit catholicfamilyconfer-
ence.org.

Feast of St. John Vianney.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meeting 
at St. Ann Nursing Home, OKC. 
Mass at 9:30 a.m.; meeting fol-
lowing. Contact Karen Banks, 
(405) 396-9086 or Toni Harrel-
son, (405) 341-2199.
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continued from page 1

Deacon Vic, … be a man of 
God and a man of prayer. 
Keep always before your eyes 
the example of the Good 
Shepherd who came not to be 
served, but to serve, and who 
came to seek out and save 
what was lost.”

The Mass readings, Jere-
miah 1:4-9 and 1 Peter 4:7-
11, were read by Faith Reilly 
and Van Thanh Chow. The 
Gospel, John 10:11-16, was 
proclaimed by Deacon Alex 
Kroll and Deacon Sang Ninh 
in English and Vietnamese. 

Father Luong will begin his 
priestly service as associate 
pastor at Blessed Sacrament 
in Lawton.

Diane Clay is editor of the 
Sooner Catholic.

Photos Steve Sisney/Sooner Catholic and provided. 
Saint Meinrad Seminary & School of Theology 

200 Hill Drive, St. Meinrad, IN 47577, www.saintmeinrad.edu 

Congratulations!

We are happy to congratulate Saint Meinrad
graduate Rev. Vic Luong 

on his ordination to the priesthood.
Very Rev. Denis Robinson, OSB,

and the students, faculty, monks and staff 
of Saint Meinrad Seminary & School of Theology


