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Go Make Disciples

Archdiocese ordains largest class of priests since 1991

OKLAHOMA CITY (June 28, 
2014) – At 10 a.m., Saturday, 
June 28, in a highly-anticipated 
ceremony at the Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklaho-
ma City, Archbishop Paul Coakley 
ordained fi ve men to the priest-
hood – the largest priestly class 
to come out of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City since 1991.

“Today is an extraordinary day,” 
Archbishop Coakley said June 28. 
“It’s been more than 20 years since 
we have had the great privilege to 
ordain as many priests in one day 
as we have the privilege and joy of 
ordaining this day.”

“We are grateful that the Lord 
has given us fi ve faith-fi lled men 
for the work of the priestly minis-

try of the Church,” he added.
During the ordination, the 

fi ve ordinands – Christopher 
Brashears, Linh Bui, Cristobal De 
Loera, Carson Krittenbrink and 
Timothy Ruckel – declared their 
willingness to fulfi ll the various 
duties of the priesthood and prom-
ised obedience to the archbishop 
and his successors.

Archbishop Coakley and all 
priests present at the ordination 
gently laid hands on each candi-
date before the archbishop prayed 
the prayer of ordination over them. 
After the new priests donned stoles 
and chasubles, the archbishop 
anointed their hands with Sacred 
Chrism.

“The priesthood is not merely 
what we do; it is who we are. It is a 
light; it is an identity,” Archbishop 

Coakley said in his homily at the 
ordination. “At the heart of this 
priestly identity is friendship with 
the person of Jesus Christ. Jesus 
calls each priest to be His minis-
ter and to share His very life. It is 
from that special friendship – from 
that intimacy born of a daily con-
versation with the Lord in prayer 
and refl ection on the word of God 
and rooted in a sacramental rela-
tionship – that Jesus shepherds 
His Church and the fruitfulness of 
our priestly ministry fl ows.”

Sustaining this friendship, the 
archbishop said, is all the more 
necessary in light of the particular 
challenges priests of this genera-
tion are likely to face.

“We are indeed living in a time of 
increasing indifference and even 
hostility toward faith, toward the 

Church, throughout our society,” 
he said. “The generation of priests 
who are being ordained today will 
likely face increasing opposition 
and persecution and perhaps even 
a new age of martyrdom in the 
Church. It’s important to be clear, 
therefore, crystal clear, that the 
priesthood is not a career. It is not 
a path to be chosen for one who is 
seeking a comfortable and se-
cure life. It is a vocation of radical 
dependence on Jesus Christ, who 
came not to be served, but to serve 
and to lay down his life for others.”

Even as he offered that realistic 
picture of the priesthood, though, 
the archbishop also made clear 
that priests have great cause to 
rejoice in their vocation – and to 
feel supported in it.
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Archbishop Paul Coakley and Archbishop Emeritus Eusebius J. Beltran with the fi ve newly ordained: Father Brashears, Father Bui, Father De Loera, Father Krittenbrink and 
Father Ruckel. Photo by Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic.

Court: Closely held companies can’t be required to cover contraceptives

WASHINGTON — In a narrowly 
tailored 5-4 decision, the Supreme 
Court June 30 ruled that, under the 
Religious Freedom Restoration Act, 
closely held companies may be ex-
empted from a government require-
ment to include contraceptives in 
employee health insurance coverage.

The court said that Hobby Lobby 
and Conestoga Woods, the two fam-
ily-run companies concerned in the 
case, are protected from the so-called 
contraceptive mandate of the Afford-
able Care Act. The opinion essential-
ly held that for-profi t companies may 
hold protected religious views.

Nevertheless, the ruling is not a 
slam-dunk for all entities that op-
pose the contraceptive mandate for 

religious reasons. The court noted 
that cases challenging the mandate 
for nonprofi t entities, such as Cath-
olic colleges and faith-based employ-
ers, are pending and that the June 
30 ruling doesn’t consider them. 
The decision also did not delve into 
whether the private employers have 
religiously motivated protection from 
laws under the First Amendment.

It said the government failed to sat-
isfy the requirement of RFRA, a 1993 
law, that the least-restrictive means 
of accomplishing a government goal 
be followed to avoid imposing a re-
striction on religious expression.

The majority opinion said the 
ruling applies only to the contra-
ceptive mandate and should not be 
interpreted to hold that all insurance 
coverage mandates — such as for 
blood transfusions or vaccinations — 

necessarily fail if they confl ict with 
an employers’ religious beliefs.

Justice Samuel Alito wrote the 
primary holding, which was joined 
by Chief Justice John Roberts and 
Justices Antonin Scalia and Clarence 
Thomas. Justice Anthony Kennedy 
wrote a separate concurring opinion, 
which agreed with the ruling, but 
made clear that, while the opinion 
applies to the particular compa-
nies involved in this case, it’s not a 
sweeping condemnation of the key 
elements of the contraceptive man-
date itself.

“It is important to confi rm that a 
premise of the court’s opinion is its 
assumption that the HHS regula-
tion here furthers a legitimate and 
compelling interest in the health of 
female employees,” wrote Kennedy in 
                       continued on page 3
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An occasion of joy and thanksgiving for the Church in Oklahoma
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

On June 30 and July 
1, Archbishop Coakley 
issued statements on the 
Supreme Court decision 
in the Hobby Lobby case, 
and on the “Black Mass” 
being planned in Oklahoma 
City. Read the full releases 
at soonercatholic.org.

View more photos of the 
June 28 priesthood ordi-
nation, Saint John the 
Baptist 125th anniver-
sary celebration and the 
summer sessions of Camp 
OLOG under the “Pic-
ture Gallery” tab at www.
soonercatholic.org.

Please pray for the re-
pose of the souls of Sister 
Estelle Marie Wallace, a 
Sister of Mercy, and Sis-
ter Patricia Kopycinski, 
of the Carmelite Sisters of 
St. Therese. These Sisters 
served their communities 
in Oklahoma City. Their 
obituaries are available 
online.

The Sooner Catholic will 
be on our summer hiatus 
for the rest of July. If you 
still want your Sooner Cath-
olic "fi x" you can sign up for 
our weekly Flocknote and 
get updates every Friday. 
Sign up at www.fl ocknote.
com/archokc. While you 
are there, check out the 
other Flocknote lists. 

Plus, don’t miss daily 
updates on Facebook and 

Twitter!

Exclusively on 
the website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
July 13 – Celebration of 100th Anniversary of Carmelites’ Arrival in Oklahoma City, 3:15 p.m., Little Flower 
Church, Oklahoma City
July 15 – Catholic Pastoral Center Staff Retreat, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Our Lady’s Cathedral, Oklahoma City 
(CPC Offi ces Closed)
July 16 – Mass and Celebration of 75th Anniversary of Carmelite Sisters in Oklahoma, 7:30 p.m., Carmel of St. 
Joseph, Piedmont
July 17 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel at Catholic Pastoral Center
July 22-23 – Annual Provincial Meeting, Tulsa
July 24-28 – NAPA Institute – Equipping Catholics in the “Next America”, Napa, CA
July 30 – Mass at Emmaus Days, 11 a.m., Our Lady of Guadalupe Youth Camp
July 31 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel at Catholic Pastoral Center
Aug. 2 – Servant of God Father Stanley Rother Mass and Celebration, 5 p.m., Holy Trinity Church, Okarche
Aug. 3 – Confi rmation, 11 a.m., Corpus Christi Church, Oklahoma City
Aug. 4-6 – Knights of Columbus Supreme Convention, Orlando, FL
Aug. 7 – Dinner with Seminarians at Archbishop’s Residence, 5:30 p.m.
Aug. 8 – Photograph and meeting with Seminarians, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Aug. 10 – Confi rmation, 2 p.m., Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Hollis
Aug. 10 – Dedication of New Radio Station, 5 p.m., Elk City

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Recently I came across a schedule of events for the 
Civic Center Music Hall in Oklahoma City.   Imag-
ine my astonishment upon reading about a ticketed 
“Black Mass” performance that will be presented at 
this public institution!  

I am willing to give the benefi t of the doubt and 
assume that this event was scheduled without 
knowledge of what was going to be taking place.  The 
so-called Black Mass is an occult ritual normally 
carried out in secret among those initiated into its 
dark mysteries.  It is astonishing that this is being 
performed in such a public way and in public space.  
In a Black Mass a consecrated Sacred Host, obtained 
by stealth from a Catholic Mass, is corrupted in a vile 
and sexual manner and then becomes the sacrifi ce of 
this pseudo Mass offered in homage to Satan. 

For over one billion Catholics worldwide and more 
than 200,000 Catholics in Oklahoma the Mass is 
the most sacred of religious rituals.  It is the center 
of Catholic worship and celebrates Jesus Christ’s 
redemption of the world by his saving death and 
resurrection.  In particular, the Eucharist — which 
we believe to be the body, blood, soul and divinity of 
Jesus Christ — is the source and summit of our faith.  
A Black Mass is a satanic inversion and mockery of 
the most sacred beliefs not only of Catholics but of all 
Christians.   

I am astonished and grieved that the Civic Center 
would promote as entertainment and sell tickets for 
an event that is essentially a blasphemous and sacri-
legious mockery of the Catholic Mass.  

It is hard to imagine the Civic Center turning a 
blind eye and allowing a group to use its facilities to 
burn a copy of the Koran, or to conduct an overtly 
anti-Semitic performance.  Nor should they!  Why 

is this any different?  
There are community 
standards to uphold.  
And these prohibit 
works that are “illegal, 
indecent, obscene, im-
moral or in any manner 
publicly offensive.”  A 
Black Mass certainly 
qualifi es as offensive, 
obscene and immor-
al.  Its sole purpose is 
to show hostility toward Catholicism and all that is 
sacred to Christians.

Acts of public sacrilege undermine the foundations 
of civil society and have no redeeming social val-
ue.  They undermine respect for social, cultural and 
religious institutions.  They mock and tear down and 
provide no comparable social goods.

I certainly hope that those allowing this event will 
reconsider whether this is an appropriate use of pub-
lic space.  We trust that community leaders do not 
actually wish to enable or encourage such a fl agrant-
ly infl ammatory event and that they can surely fi nd a 
way to remedy this situation.  

If the event does move forward, we will consider 
other peaceful, prayerful and respectful options to 
demonstrate our opposition to this publicly supported 
sacrilegious act.  

In the meantime, I call on all Catholics in Oklaho-
ma and elsewhere, as well as all men and women of 
good will, to pray for a renewed sense of the sacred 
and that the Lord might change the hearts and minds 
of the organizers of this event.  May God protect us 
from the power of evil which such an event invokes.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

“Deliver us from evil. Amen.”

2014 Priest Assignments
Effective July 1

Father Gregory Viet Nguyen, 
ICM will begin his assignment 
as the Associate Pastor of Saint 
Monica Church, Edmond. He is a 
member of the Incarnation-Con-
secratio-Missio Religious Com-
munity (ICM) and was ordained 
a priest on Nov. 28, 1998. He 
attended Notre Dame Seminary 
in New Orleans, LA., was the 
associate pastor of Saint Justin 

Martyr Parish in Houston, TX 
and, most recently, the Assistant Director of Saint 
Le Thi Thanh Retreat Center in Waller, TX. He is 
considering the possibility of becoming a diocesan 
priest and will serve among us as he continues his 
discernment.

   Father Long Phan will engage in a process of 
spiritual formation for 90 days beginning on July 1.

The next issue of the Sooner Catholic will be August 
10. In the meantime, check http://archokc.org/
news for national and local news, as well as exclu-
sive summer features, book reviews and more.

Summer Hiatus

Story Update
In the June 29, 2014 

issue of the Sooner Catholic, 
we ran the story “Tornado 
survivor: Catholic Charities 
completely changed my 
life.”

We wanted to run a fol-
low-up on tornado recovery. 
We know that there are still 
people recovering from the 
storms and in need of help. 
Oklahoma Disaster Recov-
ery Project was created to 
help the storm victims. 

The members of ODRP 
are Catholic Charities, St. 
Vincent de Paul, American 
Red Cross, Salvation Army, 
and Church of the Harvest 
and the Oklahoma United 
Methodist Church. This 
group is here to help torna-
do victims who are still in 
recovery. If you or anyone 
you know still needs help 
they can call 1-866-477-
7276 and a case manager 
will be assigned to the case.
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his concurrence.

In the 49-page majority opinion, 
Alito noted that the department of 
Health and Human Services that 
administers the ACA has already 
provided exemptions from some 
of the coverage requirements for 
employers in a variety of situa-
tions, including some that were 
grandfathered in without certain 
provisions and employers of fewer 
than 50 workers.

He also said that the standard 
for the government of meeting a 
general good by the least restric-
tive means is “exceptionally de-
manding,” and that the contracep-
tives provision fails to meet it. The 
federal government could easily, 
and relatively inexpensively, cover 
the cost of providing the disputed 
contraceptives coverage, Alito said.

And he said the federal govern-
ment already has a system for 
handling the mandate for non-
profi t religious organizations with 
objections to the mandate.

Under that accommodation, 
organizations self-certify that their 
religious objections entitle them 
to exemption from the mandate. 
In those cases, third party insur-
ers arrange for the provision to be 
handled without involvement or 
cost to the employer.

Alito specifi ed that the opinion 
does not decide whether the ac-
commodation approach complies 
with RFRA for all objections. “At 
a minimum, however, it does not 
impinge on the plaintiff’s religious 
belief that providing insurance 
coverage for the contraceptives at 
issue violates their religion, and it 
serves HHS’s stated interests very 
well.”

In a dissent, Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg called the court’s ma-
jority decision one of “startling 
breadth” allowing commercial 
enterprises to “opt out of any law” 
except tax laws that they “judge 
incompatible with their sincerely 
held religious beliefs.”

Ginsburg, joined on the merits 

of her dissent by Justices Elena 
Kagan, Sonia Sotomayor and Ste-
phen Breyer, said she was “mind-
ful of the havoc” the ruling could 
produce.

“The court’s determination that 
RFRA extends to for-profi t corpo-
rations is bound to have untow-
ard effects,” she said, adding that 
even though the court “attempts to 
cabin its language to closely held 
corporations, its logic extends to 
corporations of any size, public or 
private.”

In a statement also released 
June 30, the Most Reverend Paul 
S. Coakley, Archbishop of Okla-
homa City, said he was pleased 
with the Supreme Court ruling in 
the Hobby Lobby case, even as he 
continues to pray for the broadest 
possible societal understanding of 
religious liberty.

“We are overjoyed and grateful 
that the Supreme Court found that 
the Religious Freedom Restoration 
Act protects these employers from 
a heavy-handed regulation that 

clearly burdens their exercise of 
religion,” the archbishop said.

“Even as we are examining the 
ruling closely to see whether it 
provides the real relief from the 
mandate that employers with 
religious objections need, we 
are hopeful that this signals the 
Court’s understanding of the fun-
damental importance of religious 
liberty, our fi rst and most cher-
ished freedom,” he continued.

“As Catholics and fellow reli-
gious objectors to the mandate, we 
continue to pray that the courts, 
the administration and all Amer-
icans will again recognize the 
constitutional right of all individ-
uals – including all employers – to 
allow religion to inform not just 
their private beliefs, but also their 
public actions, including the way 
they engage in business and com-
merce,” he added.

Carol Zimmermann and Tina 
Korbe Dzurisin contributed to this 
report.

Court

Hundreds gather in Washington for 
Fortnight for Freedom closing Mass 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Hundreds gath-
ered at the national shrine as the two weeks 
dedicated by the U.S. bishops to prayer, 
celebration and awareness of religious free-
dom drew to a close. Prior to the beginning 
of Mass, members of the Neocatechumenal 
Way gathered in front of the shrine and 
sang hymns. An American fl ag billowed 
from the Knights Tower of the shrine. Lay 
men and women, families, priests, dea-
cons, and consecrated men and women 
religious fi lled the Upper Church for the 
Mass. Rossnat Rodriguez, originally from 
Lima, Peru, told CNS, “Religious liberty is 
the whole essence of being free. You should 
be able to practice your faith. I don’t think 
that’s something we can compromise.” 

Pope meets sex abuse victims, says 
clergy actions cloaked in complicity 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Asking for for-
giveness, Pope Francis told abuse survivors 
that “despicable actions” caused by clergy 
have been hidden for too long and had been 
“camoufl aged with a complicity that can-
not be explained. There is no place in the 
church’s ministry for those who commit 
these abuses, and I commit myself not to 
tolerate harm done to a minor by any indi-
vidual, whether a cleric or not,” and to hold 
all bishops accountable for protecting young 
people, the pope said during a special early 
morning Mass for six survivors of abuse by 
clergy. The Mass and private meetings held 
later with each individual took place in the 
Domus Sanctae Marthae — the pope’s resi-
dence and a Vatican guesthouse where the 
survivors also stayed. In a lengthy homily in 
Spanish July 7, the pope thanked the three 
men and three women — two each from Ire-
land, the United Kingdom and Germany — 
for coming to the Vatican to meet with him. 
The Vatican provided its own translations 
of the unscripted homily. The pope praised 
their courage for speaking out about their 
abuse, saying that telling the truth “was a 
service of love, since for us it shed light on a 
terrible darkness in the life of the church.” 
The pope said the scandal of abuse caused 
him “deep pain and suffering. So much time 
hidden, camoufl aged with a complicity that 
cannot be explained.” 

BriefsHigh youth unemployment rates are 
‘defeat’ for society, pope says

VATICAN CITY — Job creation, respect for 
the environment and the second chances God 
grants to every sinner were recurring themes 
as Pope Francis visited the southern Italian 
region of Molise July 5. 

“We cannot resign ourselves to losing a whole 
generation of young people who don’t have 
the strong dignity of work,” Pope Francis said 
during a meeting with the region’s young peo-
ple in the town of Castelpetroso. “Work gives 
dignity.” 

The Italian national statistics bureau re-
ported in early June that the Molise region’s 
unemployment rate was 16.4 percent, which is 
worse than the national average. The situation 
is particularly bad for job seekers between the 
ages of 15 and 24, a full 50 percent of whom 
cannot fi nd jobs. 

Visiting three towns in Molise in just under 
11 hours, Pope Francis began the day meet-
ing with workers, business leaders and local 
politicians at the regional university in Campo-
basso. 

“Not having work does not just mean not 
having what one needs to live,” the pope said. 
People can survive on charity and assistance, 
but “the problem is not being able to bring 
bread to the table and this takes away one’s 
dignity.” 

Pope Francis called for a serious effort by 
national and local politicians, business lead-
ers and workers to come up with some kind of 
“labor pact” that would create jobs. 

During his afternoon visit to a prison in Is-
ernia, Pope Francis told inmates: “We all make 
mistakes in life. And we all must ask forgive-
ness and make a journey of rehabilitation so 
we don’t make them again.” 

“Some people do this in their own homes and 
in their own professions. Others, like you, do 
this in a prison,” the pope said. “But all of us, 
all of us — anyone who says they do not need 
to go through a process of rehabilitation is a 
liar.” 

Whether trying to be a better person at home 
or in prison, he said, “the important thing is 
not to stand still. We all know that when water 
is still it stagnates.” 

The pope told the prisoners that he continues 

to make a phone call every two weeks to young 
prisoners jailed in Buenos Aires. 

“I’ll tell you a secret. When I meet one of 
you who is in prison, who is walking this path 
of rehabilitation but is jailed, I sincerely ask 
myself, ‘Why him and not me?’ That’s what I 
think. It’s a mystery.” 

Everyone, he said, “must walk, taking a step 
forward every day with the help of the Lord.” 

Moving forward also was on the pope’s mind 
earlier in the day when he met an estimated 
20,000 young people in Castelpetroso. 

The challenge, he said, “is not to wander, but 
to set out” with a clear goal in mind, look-
ing for values and ideals “that enlighten your 
minds and warm your hearts, not just for the 
morning or a brief section of the road, but 
forever.” 

Modern society’s “culture of the provision-
al” tries to convince young people that no 
vocation, no relationship and no passion will 
last, he said, but deep down people yearn to 
construct their lives on “the rock of love and 
responsibility rather than on the sands of 
shifting emotions.” 

“The human heart aspires to great things, 
important values, deep friendships and bonds 
that are strengthened, not broken, by trial,” he 
said. “The human being aspires to love and be 
loved.” 

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

Pope Francis blesses the stomach of a pregnant wom-
an during a visit to Isernia, Italy, July 5. The pope 
was visiting the Italian region of Molise. (CNS photo/
Ciro De Luca, Reuters)
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Pre-Suppose Nothing
In the years following the Second Vatican Council, a 

young priest-scholar, Father Joseph Ratzinger, was grap-
pling with some of the issues that began to emerge in the 
wake of the Council. He wrote to one of the theologians 
of the Council, Hans Urs von Balthasar, for feedback on 
some draftwork he had written. Shortly thereafter, he 
received a note from von Balthasar, with a rather terse 
statement on it: “Do not presuppose the faith, but propose 
it.”

Writing about this incident many years later in his 
book “Gospel, Catechesis, Catechism,” Cardinal Ratzinger 
made the following observation:

Faith is not maintained automatically. It is not a “fi nished 
business” that we can simply take for granted. The life of 
faith has to be constantly renewed. And, since faith is an 
act that comprehends all the dimensions of our existence, it 
also requires constantly renewed refl ection and witness.

In recent decades, the church has placed a much great-
er emphasis on the “personal act of faith,” or personal 
conversion. In his encyclical “Mission of the Redeemer,” 
Saint John Paul II pointed out that there are many places 
“where entire groups of the baptized have lost a living 
sense of the faith.” To develop a “living sense of faith” 
means that we can no longer depend on “Catholic identi-
ty” to transmit real faith-- each person must also choose 
to follow Christ in a conscious way.

When we are baptized as infants, we are baptized into 
the faith of the Church. There is perhaps no better proof 
of our Catholic belief that grace is a free, unmerited gift, 
than to baptize infants for whom it is clearly impossible 
to do anything to “deserve” it. Baptism is a tremendous 

grace, whenever it is received. Howev-
er, too often, baptized Catholics remain 
personally “neutral” about entrusting 
themselves to Jesus Christ—neither 
explicitly denying, nor explicitly affi rming 
a personal faith in Jesus Christ that will 
be the defi ning feature of their lives. Saint 
John Paul II pointed out in “Catechesis in 
Our Times” that many children who were 
baptized in infancy come to the parish for 
catechesis who still have no other initia-
tion into the faith, and “still without any 
explicit personal attachment to Jesus Christ.” If that “ex-
plicit personal attachment to Jesus Christ” is not fostered 
in the catechetical process or in the family, these children 
may grow up to be adults who identify themselves as 
Catholics, but who have no explicit personal attachment 
to Jesus Christ—that is to say, with no living sense of 
faith.

This means that we must take a page from von 
Balthasar’s advice to young Father Ratzinger--not to 
pre-suppose faith, but always to propose it. Of course, 
this will require a signifi cant shift in our approach to 
post-baptismal formation. As Father Anthony Co once 
wrote, “If Jesus is so great, then, as one of my friends 
likes to put it, ‘Show me the money!’ If Jesus is so great, 
where is his greatness? Where is his power? The answers 
to these questions are the most exciting part of following 
Jesus, encountering him. But this begs the question:  
What is the experience of encountering the Lord?”

How would you answer that question?

By Carole 
Brown, Ph.D.

‘The Fault in Our Stars’ and the Sacred Heart of Jesus
John Green’s novel “The Fault in Our 

Stars” has proven to be wildly popular 
among young adults, and the recently 
released fi lm adaptation has garnered 
both impressive reviews and a massive 
audience. A one-time divinity school 
student and Christian minister, Green is 
not reluctant to explore the “big” ques-
tions, though he doesn’t claim to provide 
anything like defi nitive answers. In this, 
he both refl ects and helps to shape the 
inchoate, eclectic spirituality that holds 
sway in the teen and 20-something set today. After 
watching the fi lm however, I began to wonder whether 
his Christian sensibility doesn’t assert itself perhaps 
even more clearly and strongly than he realizes.

The story is narrated by Hazel Grace Lancaster, a 
teenager suffering from a debilitating and most likely 
terminal form of cancer. At her mother’s prompting, Ha-
zel attends a support group for young cancer patients 
that takes place at a local Church. The group is pre-
sided over by a well-meaning but nerdy youth minister 
who commences each meeting by rolling out a tapestry 
of Jesus displaying his Sacred Heart. “We are gathering, 
literally, in the heart of Jesus.” At one of these sessions, 
Hazel rises to share her utterly bleak, even nihilistic 
philosophy of life: “There will come a time when all of 
us are dead. All of us. There will come a time when 
there are no human beings remaining to remember that 
anyone ever existed or that our species ever did any-
thing. [...] There was time before organisms experienced 
consciousness, and there will be time after. And if the 
inevitability of human oblivion worries you, I encourage 
you to ignore it. God knows that’s what everyone else 
does.” 

At one of these meetings, Hazel meets a handsome, 
charming cancer-survivor named Augustus Waters, and 
the two fall almost immediately in love. Though they 
both consider the support group fairly lame, there is no 
denying that they were brought together over the heart 
of Christ. Augustus (Gus) draws Hazel out of herself. 
They both love a novel called “An Imperial Affl iction”, 
written by a reclusive author named Peter Van Houten. 
They arrange, through a kind of “Make-A-Wish” foun-
dation, to fl y to Amsterdam to commune with their 
literary hero. Just before the encounter, Gus and Hazel 
engage in some serious conversation about God and the 
afterlife. Gus says that he believes in God and in some 
sort of life after death; otherwise, he argues, “What is 
the point?” Still clinging to her bleak materialism, Hazel 
retorts, “What if there is no point?”

The next day, the young couple comes to Van 
Houten’s home only to fi nd that their hero is a de-
pressed alcoholic who has no interest in talking to 

them. When they press him for answers about myster-
ies in his novel, he comments on the meaninglessness 
of life, effectively mirroring Hazel’s nihilism back to her. 
Just after this awful conversation, the two teenagers 
make their way to the Anne Frank house, where Hazel 
manages to climb to the attic where Anne Frank hid 
from the Nazis. In that room, evocative of both horrifi c, 
meaningless violence and real spiritual hope, Hazel and 
Gus passionately kiss for the fi rst time. It is as though 
their love, which began in the heart of Jesus, asserted 
itself strongly even in the face of darkness.

But we are not allowed to dwell on this hopeful mo-
ment, for Gus reveals, just before they return home, 
that his cancer has reasserted itself and that his con-
dition is terminal. Not long after they return, Gus dies, 
at the age of eighteen, and Hazel sinks into profound 
sadness: “Each minute,” she says, “is worse than the 
previous one.” At the funeral, even as Christian prayers 
are uttered, Hazel just goes through the motions, pre-
tending to fi nd comfort. But some days after the funer-
al, she discovers that Gus had written a note to her just 
before his death. It closes with the words, “Okay, Hazel 
Grace?”  To which the young woman responds, while 
gazing up into the sky, “Okay.”  With that word, the fi lm 
ends.

Pretty grim stuff? Yes…but. Does nihilism have the 
last word? I don’t know. The question that haunts 
the entire movie is how can there be meaning in the 
universe when two wonderful young kids are dying of 
cancer? A kind of answer can be found precisely where 
Hazel and Gus met, that is to say, in the sacred heart 
of Jesus. The central claim of Christianity is that God 
became one of us and that he shared our condition 
utterly, accepting even death, death on a cross. God en-
tered into our suffering and thereby transformed it into 
a place of springs, a place of grace. I don’t think it is the 
least bit accidental that Waters (Gus’s last name) and 
Grace (Hazel’s middle name) met in the sacred heart 
of Christ and thereby, despite their shared suffering, 
managed to give life to one another. And is this why I 
think Hazel effectively repudiates her nihilism and ma-
terialism as she responds across the barrier of death to 
Gus’s “Okay.” I’m convinced that Hazel senses, by the 
end of the story, the central truth of Christian faith that 
real love is more powerful than death. 

Is this fi lm a satisfying presentation of Christianity? 
Hardly. But for those who are struggling to fi nd their 
way to meaning and faith, it’s not an entirely bad place 
to start.

Father Robert Barron is the founder of the global 
ministry, Word on Fire, and is the Rector/President of 
Mundelein Seminary near Chicago. He is the creator of 
the documentary series, “Catholicism,” airing on PBS 
stations and EWTN. 

By Father 
Robert Barron
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Saint Meinrad Seminary & School of Theology 
200 Hill Drive, St. Meinrad, IN 47577, www.saintmeinrad.edu 

Congratulations!

We are happy to congratulate Saint Meinrad
graduates Rev. Linh Bui, Rev. Cristóbal 

De Loera and Rev. Timothy Ruckel on their 
ordination to the priesthood.

Very Rev. Denis Robinson, OSB,
and the students, faculty, monks and staff 

of Saint Meinrad Seminary & School of Theology

Emmaus Days Retreat

Golden Jubilee

Photo by Fr. Chris Brashears.

Sister Sylvia Negrete, 
of the Carmelite Sisters 
of Saint Therese of the 
Infant of Jesus (CST), 
recently celebrated her 
50th anniversary of her 
fi nal vows. A special 
Mass was said by Arch-
bishop Paul Coakley at 
Saint Joseph Old Ca-
thedral where her order, 
family and friends were 
there to celebrate with 
her.

The Discalced Carmelite Nuns will cele-
brate the 75th Jubilee of their foundation 
in Oklahoma with a Solemn Mass said by 
Archbishop Coakley at 7:30 p.m. on July 16, 
the Solemnity of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
at the Carmelite Monastery of Saint Joseph 
in Piedmont. Father Ralph Reyes, OCD, will 
give the homily. If you can’t make the Mass, 
participate in the novena, which begins on 
July 15 and lasts until July 23, the feast of 
Our Lady of Grace. Follow them on Facebook: 
“Discalced Carmelite Monastery of Piedmont.”

“Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was 
known to them in the breaking of the bread.” Luke 24: 35

Priests have the awesome responsibili-
ty of participating in Christ’s sacrifi ce, in 
the changing of bread and wine into Body 
and Blood at every Mass. They shepherd 
the people of God through every stage of 
life, from baptisms, to marriages, to the 
fi nal hours of life. Are you being called to 
this extraordinary way of life? Emmaus 
Days is a retreat for young men in high 
school or those who have just graduated 
to learn about the call to the priesthood 
and explore their relationship with God.  
The retreat will take place from Tuesday, 
July 29 to Thursday, July 31, 2014. The 
retreat is held at Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Catholic Youth Camp in Arcadia, OK. Over 
three days, participants will pray, attend 
Mass with Archbishop Coakley, get their 
questions about vocations answered by 
archdiocesan seminarians and priests and 
learn about what it means to be a priest 
in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. They 
can also enjoy Camp OLOG, with outdoor 
activities and time spent by the campfi re. 
There is no cost for the retreat!

Call the Vocations Offi ce at (405) 721-
935, email vocation@archokc.org or com-
plete the online registration form at http://
archokc.org/vocations/home.

Diamond Anniversary

Saint John the Baptist church celebrates 125 years

St. John the Baptist Cath-
olic Church in Edmond 
celebrated its 125th anni-
versary last month. A parish 
picnic was held on June 21, 
a Corpus Christi procession 
took place on June 22 and 
the celebrations culminated 
with a Mass celebrated by 
Archbishop Eusebius Bel-
tran and a dinner to mark 
the founding date of the par-
ish on June 24, the feast of 
the Nativity of St. John the 
Baptist. Photos provided.

Photo by Connie Summers.
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             continued from page 1
“You are being ordained into 

a remarkable brotherhood,” the 
archbishop said to the ordinands. 
“It will become an increasingly 
signifi cant part of your priestly 
identity that you are priests of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
This is a presbyterate with a rich 
history and unique culture.”

In the years and weeks leading 
up to the ordination, the ordi-
nands repeatedly expressed their 
eagerness to be priests – and that 
joy was especially evident as they 
processed out of the Cathedral 
at the end of the ceremony and 
subsequently bestowed blessing 
after blessing upon congratula-
tory family members, friends and 
supporters.

Father Ruckel said two parts 
of the ordination were especially 
sacred to him: the anointing of his 
hands and saying the Eucharistic 
Prayer with the archbishop for the 
fi rst time.

The fi ve priests now assume new 
assignments. As of July 8, Father 
Krittenbrink is associate pastor of 
Saint Francis Xavier in Enid and 
Father Ruckel is associate pas-
tor of Saint Charles Borromeo in 
Oklahoma City. Father Brashears 
will serve as the associate pastor 

of Christ the King in Oklahoma 
City from July 14 until his return 
to the Pontifi cal North American 
College in Rome to complete his 
canon law degree. Beginning July 
21, Father Bui will serve as the 
associate pastor of Saint John the 
Baptist in Edmond and Father 
De Loera as associate pastor of 
Saint Eugene in Oklahoma City 
and chaplain of Mount Saint Mary 
High School.

Fathers Krittenbrink and 
Brashears said they’re eagerly an-
ticipating priestly ministry.

“With the grace of God, I am 
looking forward to leading people 
to encounter Jesus Christ in a real 
and transformative way through 
the sacraments of the Church, the 
Word of God and the catechetical 
tradition of the Church,” Father 
Krittenbrink said.

Father Brashears added that 
he’s particularly eager to offer the 
sacrament of confession.

“It’s the gateway back to grace,” 
he said.

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is a free-
lance writer and communications 
consultant living in Oklahoma City. 
Formerly, she was the director of 
communications for the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City.

Archdiocese ordains largest class of priests since 1991

Photos by Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic.
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Faith and soccer go hand in hand for Steven Perry
With fans in countries across the globe 

gripped with World Cup frenzy, there is little 
doubt that soccer is the one sport that seems 
to coalesce the entire world. In many ways, the 
unity can be compared to the way Catholics 
feel when they come together at Mass. Twen-
ty fi ve-year old Steven Perry from Edmond 
describes a similar feeling. “Stepping into the 
church and stepping onto the soccer fi eld are 
very special feelings. In both cases, there is a 
certain mindset you get in to get ready.”

Perry, a 6-foot forward for the Oklahoma City 
Energy Football Club, is a parishioner at Saint 
John the Baptist Catholic Church in Edmond. 
A graduate of Bishop McGuinness Catholic 
High School, he signed with the OKC Energy 
in March and is now playing on the same fi eld 
he played on during his high school years. “It’s 
awesome. Pribil Stadium has changed since 
my high school days, but the support is still 
awesome. Even though playing on the fi eld at 
McGuinness is temporary for us, I love it. It’s 
great to be back in Oklahoma City, where I 
spent my formative years.”

After an impressive senior year at McGuin-
ness, in which he scored a record 40 goals, 
Perry played soccer at the University of No-
tre Dame. “Playing soccer at Notre Dame was 
great. I was doing what I love, and the culture 
was great. We attended Mass together as a 
team, and we prayed as a team before each 
game. I have a lot of fond memories.” After 
graduating in 2010 with a degree in fi nance, 
Perry signed his fi rst professional soccer con-
tract and spent nine months in Finland play-
ing for Ekenas IF. In 2012, he signed with the 
Wilmington Hammerheads, a United Soccer 
Leagues Professional Division team in North 
Carolina. The OKC Energy, a USL PRO affi liate 
of Sporting KC, began their inaugural season 
in April.

Perry’s passion for soccer and dedication to 
the game can only be rivaled by one thing – his 
commitment to his Catholic faith. Although he 
admits to having struggled from time to time 
with certain aspects, he knows that faith is like 
a journey. “There’s been some up and down, 
but I know – I know the answers are there. 
Some days I spend a lot more time in prayer 
than others.” Because there wasn’t a Catho-
lic church within an hour of where he lived in 
Finland, Perry recalls having spent more time 
in refl ection during those months. “Being so far 
away from a church was defi nitely a challenge!”

Using the game of soccer together with 
his faith has been a way for Perry to make 
a positive impact on the lives of others. “My 
faith affects my life day in and day out, and it 
infl uences what I use soccer to do. It inspires 

me to get involved and do better things.” Perry 
spent three summers in a row on a mission 
trip to Peru with Saint John’s, with only one 
job to do – play soccer with the kids. “Whether 
it’s working at a free soccer clinic, or donating 
used soccer gear to underprivileged children, 
it’s important to reach out to the community to 
make positive changes.” Perry was also pres-
ent at the recent rebranding celebration of The 
Children’s Center Rehabilitation Hospital in 
Bethany, posing for pictures with patients.

Perry attended Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
school in Edmond, beginning in the fourth 
grade. Although he wanted to make the change 
to public school after completing the eighth 
grade, his mother encouraged him to attend 
McGuinness. Perry wasn’t sure about the de-
cision at the time, but he is glad now that he 
stayed the course. “I feel lucky to have grown 
up in the Catholic community, attending the 
schools that I did. They were all such positive 
infl uences in my life. McGuinness prepared me 
well for college life, and Notre Dame prepared 
me well for real life.” Perry credits his mother 
for enrooting in him his faith, always making 
sure he attended Mass and being steadfast in 
her commitment to providing him with a Cath-
olic education.

Despite a rigorous game schedule, Perry 
tries to make time for prayer by starting each 
morning giving thanks to God, and refl ecting 
on each blessing and opportunity at the end of 
the day. Attending Mass is one way he is able 
to fi nd some balance in his life. “Being on the 
soccer fi eld is so intense, but that’s my job. 
When I’m at Mass, it’s so different. It’s very 
peaceful and relaxing. I always feel rejuvenated 
afterward! I love the way we all come together 
during Mass, and how we are all focused on 
the same thing.”

Sally Linhart volunteers in the archdiocesan Of-
fi ce of Communications. She has a background in 
journalism and advertising.

By Sally Linhart
For the Sooner Catholic

Steven Perry in Energy Green on the soccer pitch. Photo 
by Energy FC/Steven Christy.

Catholic teens across the United States show their heart
The fi rst time Oklahoma City 

resident Venietrice Cooperwood 
walked into her three story house, 
built in 1909, she instantly fell in 
love with its historical charm. After 
purchasing the house in 1999, 
Cooperwood has diligently worked 
on updating the interior.

Three years ago, she began the 
arduous process of scraping off old 
paint and repainting the exterior 
of the home. After a few health 
setbacks combined with limited 
resources, she was unable to com-
plete the project – until a few weeks 
ago when a busload of Catholic 
teens showed up to lend a hand.

Through a partnership with 
Neighborhood Alliance and Catholic 
Heart Work Camp, Cooperwood is 
seeing her dream of a new coat of 
paint become a reality.

“Since my house is on a corner, 
the work that these kids are doing 
will really change the look of the 
whole block and set the standard 
for how all of these houses should 
look,” said Cooperwood. “This was 
just really perfect timing for me. 
When the kids showed up on the 
bus on the fi rst day, I was so elat-
ed.”

The much needed coat of paint 
was part of Cooperwood’s participa-
tion in Catholic Heart Work Camp, 
a national service organization 

whose mission is to bring the love 
of Christ to all those they serve as 
well as increase the faith of the 
participants through Mass, recon-
ciliation and Catholic fellowship. By 
participating in a week long service 
project, teens and young adults 
from across the country are able to 
be Christ’s hands and feet in the 
world today.

This year’s Catholic Heart Work 

Camp brought 270 youth and 
adults from Illinois, Texas, Kansas, 
Colorado, Minnesota, Missouri and 
Iowa to Oklahoma City the week 
of June 22 to June 28 in order to 
serve the less fortunate of the com-
munity and spend time refl ecting 
upon their own Catholic faith.

The teens worked at 39 work 
sites across the Oklahoma City 
metro, including seven houses in 
the College Hills neighborhood 
in south Oklahoma City, where 
residents welcomed the volunteers 
with signs, breakfast each day and 
grateful hugs.

“The basic idea is that you come 
and do this week of service here 
and then you bring that attitude 
back to your own parish and com-
munity,” said Mary Smith, manager 
of this year’s Catholic Heart Work 
Camp and a member of Saint Mon-
ica parish in Edmond. “We want 
to set them on fi re so they go back 
and live out their baptismal call to 
serve.”

Natalie Cuadrado, from Saint 
Mary, Our Lady of Peace parish 
in Summit County, Colo., spent 
her week painting a home in the 
College Hills neighborhood. She 
had done many mission trips in the 
past but none as hands on as this 
one.

“I have really enjoyed spending 
time with other Catholic teens and 
seeing what I can do by putting my 

faith in action and helping others 
instead of just focusing on myself,” 
said Cuadrado.

After physically working hard all 
day, the evening’s activities pro-
vided a more spiritual aspect to 
their week. Each day the teens and 
volunteers were able to attend daily 
Mass and spend time prayerfully 
refl ecting on what the experience 
meant to them. The national Cath-
olic Heart Work Camp team put on 
nightly programs to help the teens 
focus more deeply on the Catho-
lic faith. On Wednesday night, 12 
priests were available to hear the 
confessions of the teens.

Many of the participants ex-
plained that this was their favorite 
thing to do each summer because 
of the impact the week makes on 
their relationship with Christ.

“We come because the kids love 
doing what Christ calls them to do, 
which is to serve the poor,” said 
Char Kilsdonk, youth director at 
Saint John’s in Little Chute, Wis. 
“They also look forward to praising 
the Lord at the worship services 
and Mass.”

By summer’s end, 13,000 youth 
and young adults will have im-
proved communities in 47 sites 
across the United States, Belize 
and Jamaica through the efforts of 
Catholic Heart Work Camp.

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

Catholic teens working in Oklahoma City 
for Catholic Heart Work Camp. Photo 
provided.
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At junior high week at Camp OLOG the campers learned about adoration. During junior 
high week it was the Fourth of July. Each cabin decorated their cart fl oat for the parade.

The campers were taught about how to walk a labyrinth in the permanent log labyrinth at camp. 
Campers also took time to participate in the outdoor Stations of the Cross. Photos by Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic.

Carmelite Fathers to celebrate 100 years in Oklahoma    
This year, the Archdiocese of Oklaho-

ma celebrates 100 years of the Car-
melite Fathers serving in Oklahoma. 
The Carmelite Fathers currently serve 
at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel and Saint 
Therese parish, well known to area 
residents simply as Little Flower.

These Carmelite Fathers are mem-
bers of the Discalced Carmelite Friars 
of the Province of Saint Therese, a com-
munity of men, both priests and broth-
ers, who serve the church through 
contemplative prayer and a ministry of 
apostolic works.

The Carmelites fi rst came to Okla-
homa from Mexico at a very diffi cult 
time in that county’s history. Mexico 
had undergone a revolution, and the 
anti-clerical laws of the 1917 Consti-
tution were being enforced. Religious 
orders were outlawed, priests were 
forbidden to wear religious garb outside 
the church building and the state con-
trolled the number and organization of 
the members of the clergy.

The history of the Carmelites in Okla-
homa begins on April 6, 1914, when 
three Carmelite Friars of the Province 
of Valencia, Spain, were expelled from 
Mexico. The Mexican government 
at that time persecuted the Roman 
Catholic clergy, especially those from a 
foreign country. On April 7, the Friars 
arrived in El Paso, Texas, and were 
aided by Jesuits who helped them 
relocate to Holy Hill, Wisconsin, where 
they connected with another Carmelite 
order. The Fathers later left Wisconsin 
for Oklahoma City, arriving on June 
29, 1914.

At Little Flower today, Father Henry 
Bordeaux, OCD, acts as historian of 
the order in Oklahoma. He narrates 
how the Carmelites, arriving in Oklaho-
ma City, asked to be housed at Sacred 
Heart Abbey, in Konawa, Oklahoma. 
The Benedictine monks (now of Saint 
Gregory’s in Shawnee) received the 
Carmelites “with great charity,” says 
Father Henry.

From Sacred Heart Abbey, the 
Carmelite Fathers undertook work for 
what was then the Diocese of Oklaho-

ma, staffi ng Saint Edward’s church 
in Pittsburg, Oklahoma in August of 
1914, and Holy Rosary parish in Harts-
horne in July of 1916. They also served 
at missions in Gowen and Bentley, 
Oklahoma.

In July of 1921, Bishop Theoph-
ile Meerschaert gave permission for 
the Carmelites to found a mission in 
Oklahoma City to care for its Mexican 
population, and in August, 1921, the 
Provincial Defi natory of Aragon-Valen-
cia in Spain added its approval.

“On Sunday, the 4th of September, 
we started to say Mass for the fi rst time 
in the basement of the Cathedral (now 
Saint Joseph’s Old Cathedral) for the 
Mexican people,” recorded one of the 
fi rst friars in his journal (www.carmel-
itefriarsocd.com.)

From these early beginnings, the 
Carmelite presence grew to become the 
Province of St. Therese, so named in 
May of 1947.

Father Bordeaux explains that in 
1921, the Carmelites completed “a 
three story building” at what today is 
10th Street and South Walker in Okla-
homa City. “The Chapel of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel was on the third fl oor of 
that building,” Father says.

It is interesting to note that Therese 
of Lisieux had not been declared a 
saint at the time the third fl oor chapel 
was constructed. Father Henry reports 
that on the day she was canonized in 
1925, a contact in Rome phoned and 
informed the Carmelites in Oklahoma 
City, and a Mass in her honor was im-
mediately celebrated in the third fl oor 
chapel. The Carmelite Fathers claim 
that this was the fi rst Mass in the 
world said in honor of Saint Therese of 
Lisieux, the Little Flower of God.

Father Henry Bordeaux took his fi rst 
vows as a Carmelite in 1955. Father 
Henry is jubilant in his vocation. He 
advises that “you’ll be the happiest 
where God calls you to be.” Father was 
ordained a priest in 1962 in San An-
tonio, and Little Flower Church is his 
third assignment.

The Church of Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel and Saint Therese was con-
structed in 1926 and blessed in 1927. 

In 1930, a student wing was added to 
house seminarians from Spain when 
Communists there brought yet another 
political threat to the Carmelites. The 
monastery was established as a Priory 
in 1931, and in 1933, Father Evarist V. 
Foix became the fi rst pastor when Little 
Flower became a parish.

The beautiful and very elaborate altar 
in the main church features at its sum-
mit a nearly life-sized Saint Therese 
kneeling at the feet of Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel. When proponents of liturgi-
cal reform threatened to remove the 
baroque altar, Father Louis Scagnelli, 
OCD, had the church listed by the City 
of Oklahoma City as a site for historic 
preservation in 1975, thus saving the 
altar and preserving it for future gener-
ations. Two Saturday evening Masses 
and two Sunday Masses are currently 
celebrated in the original church where 
the beautiful interior adds to a sense of 
reverence.

As the Hispanic population in Okla-
homa City has grown, the Carmelites 
have expanded the services they offer. 
Eight years ago, the Santuario of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe was constructed 
adjacent to the original church. The 
new building seats over 800 people, 
and three Masses in Spanish on Sun-
day are fi lled to capacity.

The Discalced Carmelite Friars are 
truly good shepherds, and they look 
to the physical needs of the people 
in their care as well as their spiritual 
requirements. In June of 1990, under 
the pastoral direction of Father Jesus 
Sancho, OCD, the Little Flower Clinica 
was offi cially opened in a small, white 
frame house on the parish property. 
Free medical care was offered because, 
as Father Jesus remembers, “There 
was a great need.” People fi lled the 
waiting room and were even lining up 
outside, he recalls. Father Sancho cur-
rently serves at Little Flower.

The contagious spirit of charity at the 
family clinic attracted many profes-
sional volunteers. Today, the clinic 
has moved to what was originally a 
four-classroom school building on the 
Little Flower property, and the clinic 
continues to receive help from individu-

als as well as area Catholic hospitals.
The Discalced Carmelite Friars 

have truly left a footprint in Oklaho-
ma. Their work and their spirit have 
endured now for one hundred years, 
and on Sunday, July 13, at 3:15 p.m., 
Archbishop Paul Coakley will celebrate 
Mass at the parish of Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel and Saint Therese. The cele-
bration will be well attended as people 
gather to recognize the many great 
contributions of the beloved Carmelite 
Fathers.

J. E. Helm is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic and an adjunct profes-

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Padres Carmelitas a celebrar 100 años en Oklahoma 

Este año, la Arquidiócesis de Oklaho-
ma celebra los 100 años de los Padres 
Carmelitas que sirven en Oklahoma. 
Los Padres Carmelitas sirven actual-
mente en la parroquia de Nuestra 
Señora del Carmen y Santa Teresa, 
parroquia mejor conocida por los re-
sidentes de la zona simplemente como 
La Florecita. 

Estos Padres Carmelitas son miem-
bros de la Orden de los Carmelitas 
Descalzos de la Provincia de Santa 
Teresita, una comunidad de hombres, 

sacerdotes y hermanos, que sirven a 
la iglesia a través de la oración con-
templativa y de un ministerio de obras 
apostólicas. 

Los carmelitas llegaron por primera 
vez a Oklahoma desde México en un 
momento muy difícil de la historia de 
ese país. México había experimentado 
una revolución, y las leyes anticleri-
cales de la Constitución de 1917 se 
estaban aplicando. Las órdenes religio-
sas fueron prohibidas, los sacerdotes 
tenían prohibido usar vestimenta 
religiosa fuera del edifi cio de la iglesia 
y el estado controlaba el número y la 
organización de los miembros del clero. 

La historia de los Carmelitas en 
Oklahoma comienza el 6 de abril de 
1914, cuando tres frailes carmelitas 
de la Provincia de Valencia, España, 
fueron expulsados de México. El 
gobierno de México en ese momento 
perseguía a los clérigos católicos, espe-
cialmente los procedentes de un país 
extranjero. El 7 de abril, los hermanos 
llegaron a El Paso, Texas, y fueron 
ayudados por los Jesuitas que les 
ayudaron a reubicarse a Holy Hill, Wis-
consin, donde se conectaron con otra 
orden Carmelita. Los Padres después 
salieron de Wisconsin para Oklahoma 
City, llegando el 29 de junio de 1914. 

Hoy en La Florecita, el Padre Henry 
Bordeaux, OCD, actúa como his-
toriador de la orden en Oklahoma. 
Narra cómo los Carmelitas, al llegar 
a la ciudad de Oklahoma, pidieron 
ser alojados en la Abadía del Sagra-
do Corazón, en Konawa, Oklahoma. 
Los monjes Benedictinos (hoy de San 
Gregorio en Shawnee) recibieron los 
Carmelitas “con gran caridad”, dice el 
padre Henry. 

Desde la Abadía del Sagrado Cora-
zón, los Padres Carmelitas emprend-
ieron el trabajo para lo que entonces 
era la diócesis de Oklahoma, dotando 
de personal a la iglesia de San Eduardo 
en Pittsburg, Oklahoma, en agosto de 
1914, y la parroquia del  Santo Rosario 
en Hartshorne en julio de 1916. Tam-
bién sirvieron en misiones en Gowen y 
Bentley, Oklahoma. 

En julio de 1921, el Obispo Teófi lo 
Meerschaert dio permiso a los Car-
melitas de fundar una misión en la 

ciudad de Oklahoma para el cuidado 
de la población mexicana, y en agos-
to de 1921, el Provincial Defi nidor de 
Aragón-Valencia, en España añade su 
aprobación. 

“El domingo, 4 de septiembre, 
empezamos a decir Misa por primera 
vez en el sótano de la Catedral (hoy 
Antigua Catedral de San José) para el 
pueblo mexicano”, anotado por uno de 
los primeros frailes en su diario (www.
carmelitefriarsocd.com) 

A partir de estos inicios, la presencia 
Carmelita creció hasta convertirse en la 
Provincia de Santa Teresa, llamada así 
en mayo de 1947. 

Padre Bordeaux explica que en 1921, 
los Carmelitas completaron “un edifi cio 
de tres pisos”, en lo que hoy es la calle 
10 y el Sur Walker en Oklahoma City. 
“La Capilla de Nuestra Señora del Mon-
te Carmelo estaba en el tercer piso de 
ese edifi cio”, dice el padre. 

Es interesante notar que Teresa de 
Lisieux no había sido declarada santa 
en el momento que el tercer piso de 
la capilla se construyó. Padre Henry 
informa que el día en que fue canon-
izada en 1925, un contacto en Roma 
llamó e informó a los Carmelitas en la 
ciudad de Oklahoma, y una misa en su 
honor se celebró inmediatamente en la 
capilla del piso. Los Padres Carmelitas 
afi rman que esta fue la primera misa 
en el mundo, en honor a Santa Teresa 
de Lisieux, la Pequeña Flor de Dios. 

Padre Henry Bordeaux tomó sus 
primeros votos como Carmelita en 
1955. Padre Henry es jubiloso en su 
vocación. Él aconseja que “uno será el 
más feliz donde Dios te llama a ser.” El 
Padre fue ordenado sacerdote en 1962 
en San Antonio, y la iglesia de La Flore-
cita es su tercera asignación. 

La Iglesia de Nuestra Señora del 
Monte Carmelo y Santa Teresa fue con-
struida en 1926 y bendecida en 1927. 
En 1930, se añadió un ala estudiantil 
a los seminaristas de las casas de Es-
paña, cuando los comunistas trajeron 
otra amenaza política a los Carmelitas. 
El monasterio fue establecido como un 
Priorato en 1931, y en 1933, el Padre 
Evarist V. Foix se convirtió en el primer 
parroco cuando La Florecita se con-
virtió en parroquia. 

En el cumbre del altar hermoso y 
muy elaborado de la iglesia hay una  
imagen de Santa Teresa de rodillas a 
los pies de Nuestra Señora del Monte 
Carmelo de tamaño casi real. Cuando 
los defensores de la reforma litúrgica 
amenazaron con retirar el altar ba-
rroco, el Padre Louis Scagnelli, OCD, 
obtuvo que la iglesia fi gurara en la 
Ciudad de Oklahoma City como lugar 
de preservación histórica en 1975, 
salvando así el altar y preservándolo 
para las generaciones futuras. Dos 
misas de la tarde del sábado y dos 
Misas dominicales se celebran actual-
mente en la iglesia original en el que la 
belleza interior se suma a un sentido 
de reverencia. 

A medida que la población hispana 
en Oklahoma City ha crecido, los Car-
melitas han ampliado los servicios que 
ofrecen. Hace ocho años, el Santuario 
de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe fue 
construido junto a la iglesia original. El 
nuevo edifi cio acomoda a más de 800 
personas, y tres misas en español los 
domingos lo llenan a su capacidad. 

En junio de 1990, bajo la dirección 
pastoral del Padre Jesús Sancho, OCD, 
la Clínica de la Florecita se inauguró 
ofi cialmente en una pequeña casa, de 
marco blanco en la propiedad de la 
parroquia. Atención médica gratuita se 
ofreció porque, como recuerda el Padre 
Jesús, “Había una gran necesidad.” 

Hoy en día, la clínica se ha cambiado 
a lo que era originalmente un edifi cio 
de la escuela de cuatro aulas en la 
propiedad de La Florecita, y la clínica 
sigue recibiendo la ayuda de las perso-
nas, así como de los hospitales Católi-
cos de la zona. 

Los Carmelitas Descalzos han dejado 
realmente una huella en Oklahoma. 
13 de julio a las 3:15 pm, el Arzobispo 
Paul Coakley  celebrará la Santa Misa 
en la parroquia de Nuestra Señora del 
Monte Carmelo y Santa Teresa. La ce-
lebración será bien atendida con gente 
se reunirá para reconocer las muchas 
contribuciones de los queridos Padres 
Carmelitas. 

J. E. Helm es escritora independiente 
para el Sooner Catholic y profesora ad-
junta de inglés en varias universidades 
del área.

Por J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Postcards from Camp OLOG summer 2014
Photo by J.E. Helm.
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OKC Museum of Art’s “Gods and Heroes” is a worthwhile exhibit

“Gods and Heroes: Masterpieces from the Ecole 
des Beaux-Arts, Paris” is the Oklahoma City Mu-
seum of Art’s latest exhibit. This wonderful collec-
tion features 140 paintings, sculptures and works 
on paper dating from the 17th through the 19th 
centuries.  For fans of classical art and for those 
with an interest in art history, this is an exhibit 
not to be missed.

Viewing this collection is an education. Wall 
signage accompanies the groupings and explains 
their signifi cance. Four separate booklets are 
available for use by visitors, each with information 
about the sections of works on display.

Viewing the artwork allows patrons to under-
stand the aesthetical and political culture shifts 
that took place during the period of the school’s 
(“Ecole”) existence. The exhibit examines the 
teachings of the school and the school’s infl uence 
on art beginning with the monarchy of King Louis 
XIV, through the French Revolution and the Na-
poleonic Empire, concluding with the beginning of 
early modernism.

In 1648, 12 artists led by painter Charles Le 
Brun established the Academie Royale de Peinture 
et de Sculpture in an attempt to separate, to dis-
tinguish, fi ne arts from the medieval guild system 
which was viewed as craft or trade studies only 
and not fi ne art.

The school glorifi ed Greco-Roman classical 
antiquity and the Italian Renaissance. It focused 
on the beauty of the ideal human body, mostly 
the male body. The depiction of Greek and Roman 
gods and heroes was considered the most perfect 
expression of truth and beauty.

Applicants to the school had to present their 
work to be considered for admission. In its earliest 
days, Protestant artists were perceived as enemies 

of the Roman Catholic king, and they were refused 
admission. One of the largest and fi rst-viewed 
pieces of the exhibit is a magnifi cent portrait of 
King Louis XIV of France.

At the academy, the most revered artist in the 
early days was Nicolas Poussin. A focal point of 
the “Gods and Heroes” exhibit is his “Mercury, 
Herse, and Aglauro,” (circa 1625), an early depar-
ture from the strict classical style.

In 1759, women were allowed to pose for the 
artists, and so the female fi gure began to appear 
in the works produced by the school. On display 
to be greatly enjoyed are works for the Expressive 
Head Competition and the Torso Competition.

By the 19th century, painting at what was now 
called the Ecole des Beaux Arts retained its clas-
sical approach, but sculpture took on a different 
tone, depicting the humanity of the subject. In 
1761, Jean Antoine Houdon won the Grand Prix; 
he sometimes sculpted intellectuals hostile to the 
established monarchial order. His bust of Rous-
seau (1719) is a fi ne piece of work in this exhibit, 
not to be missed. Houdon’s life-sized sculpture of 
George Washington today stands in the Virginia 
State Capitol and is considered the most accurate 
representation of Washington anywhere.

Included in the exhibit is a three-piece collec-
tion of classical sculpture, centered in one room. 
Drawing horses are placed around the statues, 

and visitors are invited “to pretend you are a stu-
dent at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris.”

During the 17th and 18th centuries, there was 
growing interest in human anatomy, and this pre-
sented a new opportunity for students of art. On 
display in “Gods and Heroes” is the life size “An-
atomical Study of a Warrior.” Half of the drawing 
shows the subject’s skeleton.

Toward the end of this era, the Palais du Louvre 
began to be occupied by artists and their stu-
dents. Their displayed work came to be referred to 
as “salons,” and the salons were key events in Pa-
risian artistic life. The newly emerging Impression-
ists were frustrated by not being able to display 
their work in the salons, and so they began their 
own exhibits, thus marking the end of one era and 
the beginning of another.

“Gods and Heroes” takes us along a time line 
that shows how art both depicts and is shaped by 
the era in which it exists. This is one exhibit that 
is certainly worth the ticket price.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic and an adjunct professor of English at 
several area colleges.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Summer, time for reading and relaxing in the sun
Summer is one of the best times for catching 

up on books and movies you may have missed. 
It’s also a great time to pick up an old classic. 
Here are a few reviews from the writing staff to 
help you along.

“Full of Grace: Encountering Mary in Faith, 
Art, and Life” by Judith Dupre, Random House, 
2010

In “Full of Grace: 
Encountering Mary 
in Faith, Art, and 
Life,” author Ju-
dith Dupre gives us 
many different ways 
of seeing Mary. The 
book itself is a work 
of art, carefully and 
beautifully presenting 
a somewhat unlikely 
collection of short 
essays focusing on 
pieces of both classical and modern art as well as 
Gospel texts. The essays roughly follow a timeline 
from the Annunciation to the Assumption and 
are accompanied by wonderful, full color photos 
of many classical pieces of art such as Ghiberti’s 
“Gates of Paradise”, Chartres Cathedral, and Fra 
Angelico’s “The Annunciation.” Also included are 
such essay titles as “A Girl from Galilee,”  “Gua-
dalupe is Everywhere,” and “The Palestinian Hair 
Salon.”

“Rebuilt” by Michael White and Tom Corcor-
an, Ave Maria Press, 2013

“Rebuilt: The Story of a Catholic Parish” by 
Michael White and Tom Corcoran has already 

greatly infl uenced the 
popular perception of 
parish best practices. 
For that reason, it de-
serves to be read.

The authors’ central 
premise is inarguable: 
The parish is a twen-
ty-fi rst century mission 
fi eld, and it exists not 
just to serve current 
members, but to reach 
those who’ve wandered 
away from the Mass or who’ve never sat in a pew 
in the fi rst place. While many of the practical 
suggestions White and Corcoran offer to improve 
parish life seem gimmicky, others – particularly 
the sections on music ministry, tithing and par-
ish-wide service – are poignant.

Ultimately, the biggest takeaway of the book is 
a highly encouraging one: With the prayer, dis-
cernment, courage and creativity to simply try to 
bring the Good News to people wherever they are, 
we just might be privileged to witness the work 
of the Holy Spirit as He gradually moves all of 
us – old and new parishioners alike – to a deeper 
and more abiding experience of Jesus Christ in 
the uniquely sacramental and liturgical context 
of Catholicism.

“The Lego Movie,” Warner Bros., 2014.

How could kids not love a movie about 
Legos? What’s surprising is that adults will 
enjoy the fi lm just as much as – or more than 
– children. The hero of the story, a friendly con-
struction worker named Emmet, wants to fi t 
in with everyone else in his interlocking world. 
Fate has other plans for him when he stumbles 
upon a magical artifact, an indication that he 

is “the Special,” the 
one chosen to defeat 
the bad guy and save 
the Lego realms. That 
plot should sound 
familiar, but the cre-
ators cleverly upend 
the rest of the story, 
demonstrating that 
choice plays a big part 
in who we are. The 
voice actors make the 
fi lm, especially Liam 
Neeson as “Good Cop/
Bad Cop.” Available on 
DVD.

“Confessions” by Saint Augustine, Trans. R.S. 
Pine-Coffi n, Penguin Books, 1961.

It might be shocking to 
give a saint anything but 5 
stars, but the rating only 
shows that this is not a 
beach read. Rather, this 
is the perfect story to read 
while spending time in 
Eucharistic adoration. Saint 
Augustine of Hippo con-
fesses the sins of his youth 
in a memoir addressed 
to God. The language is 
beautiful, the details of 
the story of Augustine’s life interspersed with 
heartfelt prayers for forgiveness and exclama-
tions of praise. Try reading a paragraph or two, 
then meditate thoughtfully on the ways you can 
become closer to God in your own life. The book 
is also a fascinating look into 4th century Roman 
life. 

If You Go
What: “Gods and Heroes” exhibit 
Where: The Oklahoma City Museum of Art 
is located at 415 Couch Drive in down-
town OKC.
When: “Gods and Heroes” exhibit is on 
display until September 14. 
For more information, call (405) 236-3100 
or visit www.okcmoa.com.
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Leadership Summit points to parish as center of formation

The Summer Parish Leadership 
Summit was held in Oklahoma City 
on June 25 and 26. The event was 
sponsored by the Offi ce of Evangeli-
zation of the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City and was held at the Pastoral 
Center.

Carole Brown, Ph. D., Director of 
the Offi ce of Evangelization, reports 
that the event was well attended by 
115 people from 26 parishes in the 
archdiocese. Priests, deacons and lay 
collaborators were all in attendance.

Peter Andrastek, the featured 
speaker, presented participants with 
a theoretical basis for shaping the 
life of their parishes in such a way 
that it would cultivate the condi-
tions in which people can experience 
a personal encounter with Jesus 
Christ.

What is needed, Brown said, is a 
personal conversion, an answering of 
the call to discipleship. The Vatican’s 
“General Directory for Catechesis” 
(GDC) talks about faith in terms of 
self-entrustment to God: “By faith 
man feely commits his entire self 
completely to God, making the full 
submission of his intellect and will 
to God who reveals, and willingly 

assenting to the Revelation given by 
Him.” In order to develop this kind 
of faith, the GDC calls for a very 
intentional approach to “Initiatory 
Catechesis,” a period of formation, 
an apprenticeship in the whole 
Christian life…which promotes an 
authentic following of Christ.”

This conversion, the GDC explains, 
causes the indi-
vidual to begin a 
spiritual journey 
that brings about 
a “progressive 
change in outlook 
and morals.”

It is at this point that the disciple 
is ready to share his faith, and he 
desires to do so. Brown is passion-
ate about how this process affects 
our lives. “When you’ve met Jesus 
Christ, you cannot keep Him to 
yourself,” she maintains.

Some Catholics feel complacent 
in their faith. They’ve been baptized, 
they attend Mass, they observe the 
Commandments. Brown calls that 
faith “on autopilot.” What is needed, 
she says, is “a shift from mainte-
nance mentality to mission mentali-
ty—a mentality that understands the  
parish as a center of apostolic forma-
tion for the laity, enabling them to 
be effective in bringing Christ to the 

secular sphere, which is the sphere 
of infl uence.”

Mandy Brown, Director of Reli-
gious Education at Saint Francis 
of Assisi parish in Oklahoma City, 
attended the leadership conference. 
The main insight that she gained 
is that in evangelization, “we have 
to introduce people to Christ where 

they’re at in their 
lives,” in their own 
faith journey.

Lynn Cochran, 
parish secretary for 
Saint Francis, said 
that she “really was 

energized.” As church staff, she said, 
we sometimes rely on programs, 
but what we really need “is human 
contact.”

“We can’t put this on the back 
burner,” she said.

Conference participants were pre-
sented with ideas on how to invigo-
rate their parishes.  Session topics 
included “Evangelization 101” and 
“Connecting to Christ.” They also 
focused on “The Stages of Evan-
gelization:  The Process” and “The 
Evangelical Catholic Parish Mentor-
ing Process.”

Erin Snow also attended the 
Leadership Conference; Snow is 
Director of Campus Ministry at Saint 

Thomas More parish in Norman. She 
plans on implementing ideas from 
the conference this fall, using one 
of the small group guides published 
by “The Evangelical Catholic” for OU 
freshmen mentoring groups. The 
parish will use some of the same 
materials for vocation discernment 
groups for men and women, and 
they are exploring adapting them 
for adult small groups, parish wide. 
“We are really looking at ministry in 
terms of the people behind the rela-
tionships,” she said, “not just adding 
programs.”

Like everyone attending the Lead-
ership Summit, Kelly Fanning saw 
clearly that “we need to get back to 
personally engaging with Christ and 
then sharing our experience of that.”

Fanning is a member of Our 
Lady’s Cathedral Parish, where she 
is a member of the Religious Edu-
cation Board, and is the Director of 
Communications at Christ the King 
parish in Oklahoma City. She felt 
a “great sense of excitement” at the 
conference and was “invigorated by 
so many possibilities for evangeliza-
tion.”

J. E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic and an adjunct 
professor of English at several area 
colleges.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

We need to get back to 
personally engaging with Christ 

and then sharing our experience of 
that.

Runners begin the “Saints on the Go” 5K Saturday, June 14, 2014. Proceeds from the event help purchase supplies for St. Joseph Catholic School in Enid, Okla. (Photo Courtesy 
of ENID NEWS & EAGLE, Bonnie Vculek)

Briefs
St. Joseph’s Orphanage reunion 
The second reunion of former residents and 

staff members of St. Joseph’s Orphanage in 
Bethany and St. Joseph’s Children’s Home in 
OKC is planned for 2 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
Aug. 2, in the Garvey Room of Trinity Gardens 
(3285 NW 19th St., OKC). For details contact 
Jane Moon, Catholic Charities at 526-2308 or 
jmoon@catholiccharitiesok.org.

Holy Family to host Sports Festival
Holy Family Church in Oklahoma City is 

hosting an Inter Parish Sports Festival, Aug. 
15 to Aug. 17. Holy Family is a Syro-Malabar 
Rite parish in the archdiocese, and a total of 8 
Syro-Malabar Rite parishes will be attending. 
Parish sponsored teams and participants will 
be coming from Dallas, Houston, San Antonio 
and Austin. Competition events will include 
basketball, volleyball, throw ball, table tennis 
and badminton as well as chess and other 

board games. Refreshments can be purchased, 
and a traditional Indian lunch will be featured 
on Saturday. Festival hours are Friday, Aug. 
15, 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.; Saturday, Aug. 16, 9 a.m. 
to 8 p.m.; and Sunday, Aug. 17, 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Holy Family Church is located in South 
Oklahoma City at 3916 South Highland Park 
Drive. For more information, call (405) 370-
4947. Admission is free and open to the pub-
lic.

Roundup of Summer Golf Tournaments
Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School 

will host Clancy’s 2014 All Sports Golf Clas-
sic on July 21, at Twin Hills Golf and Country 
Club. Visit our website at www.bmchs.org or 
contact John Hamilton, Assistant Athletic Di-
rector, at jhamilton@bmchs.org  or 842-6638 
for more information. 

 Knights of Columbus State Golf Tourna-
ment Aug. 2 at Lakeside Memorial Golf Course 

in Stillwater, OK. Entry fee is $300 per team 
of four players, or $75 for individual golfers. 
Deadline for entry in the tournament is July 
15. Entry forms and sponsor packages can be 
obtained by contacting the event organizer Pe-
dro Velasco by email at pedropvelasco@yahoo.
com or by phone at (405) 614-4585.

 Knights Council #8204 to host 22nd Annu-
al Charity Golf tournament at John Conrad 
Municipal Golf Course. The cost is $65 per 
golfer, which includes green fees, cart and din-
ner following the tournament. To register, or 
for additional information, call Steve Sydnes at 
642-7633, Pat Determan at 728-8614, or Fred 
M. Crump at 637-9817 / 948-0230.

Saint Mary Catholic School Golf Tour-
nament Aug. 23, at Cimarron National, 500 
Duffy’s Way in Guthrie. Cost is $75 per player 
or $300 per team. For registration forms, call 
the school offi ce at 282-2071 or the church 
offi ce at 282-4239.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Recientemente me encontré con un programa 
de eventos para el Teatro del Centro Cívico 
(Music Hall Civic Center en inglés)  en Okla-
homa City. ¡Imaginen mi asombro al leer 
acerca de boletos para una función de una 
“Misa Negra”, que se presentará en esta insti-
tución pública! 
Estoy dispuesto a darle el benefi cio de la 
duda y asumir que este evento estaba pro-
gramado sin el conocimiento de lo que se va 
a llevar a cabo. La llamada Misa Negra es 
un ritual oculto normalmente llevado a cabo 
en secreto entre los iniciados en sus misterios 
oscuros. Es asombroso que esto se esté reali-
zando de manera pública y en espacio públi-
co. En una Misa Negra una Sagrada Hostia 
consagrada, obtenida por  sigilo de una Misa 
Católica, es corrompida de una manera vil 
y sexual y luego se convierte en el sacrifi cio 
de esta falsa Misa ofrecida en homenaje a 
Satanás. 
Para más de un billón de católicos en todo el 
mundo y más de 200,000 católicos en Oklaho-
ma la Misa es el más sagrado de los rituales 
religiosos. Es el centro del culto Católico y 
celebra la redención del mundo por medio de 
la salvífi ca muerte y resurrección de Jesu-
cristo. En particular, la Eucaristía – la cual 

creemos ser el cuerpo, sangre, alma y divin-
idad de Jesucristo - es la fuente y cumbre de 
nuestra fe. Una Misa Negra es una inversión 
satánica y  burla de las creencias más sagra-
das no sólo de los Católicos, sino de todos los 
Cristianos. 
Estoy asombrado y afl igido que el Centro 
Cívico promovería como entretenimiento y 
vendiera entradas para un evento que es es-
encialmente una burla blasfema y sacrílega 
de la Misa Católica.
Es difícil imaginar que el Centro Cívico se 
haga de la vista gorda y permita que un 
grupo utilice sus instalaciones para quemar 
una copia del Corán, o para llevar a cabo 
una actuación abiertamente antisemita. ¡Ni 
deben hacerlo! ¿Cuál es la diferencia? Exis-
ten normas comunitarias a cumplir. Y éstas 
prohíben obras que son “ilegales, indecentes, 
obscenas, inmorales o de cualquier manera 
ofensivas públicamente.” Una Misa Negra 
ciertamente califi ca como ofensiva, obscena 
e inmoral. Su único propósito es mostrar hos-
tilidad hacia el Catolicismo y todo lo que es 
sagrado para los Cristianos. 
Los actos de sacrilegio público socavan los 
cimientos de la sociedad civil y no tienen 
ningún valor social redentor. Socavan el 

respeto por las 
instituciones so-
ciales, culturales 
y religiosas. Se 
burlan y derrib-
an, y no propor-
cionan bienes 
sociales compa-
rables. 
Desde luego, 
espero que 
aquellos que están 
permitiendo este evento lo reconsideren si  
esto se trata de un uso adecuado del espacio 
público. Confi amos en que los líderes de la 
comunidad en realidad no desean permitir o 
alentar un evento tan vergonzosamente  den-
igrante y que sin duda puede encontrar una 
manera de poner remedio a esta situación. 
Si el evento sí se lleva a cabo, consideraremos 
otras opciones pacífi cas, orantes y respetuo-
sas para demostrar nuestra oposición a este 
acto sacrílego apoyado públicamente. 
Mientras tanto, hago un llamamiento a todos 
los Católicos en Oklahoma y en otros lugares, 
así como a todos los hombres y mujeres de 
buena voluntad, a orar por un nuevo sentido 
de lo sagrado y que el Señor pueda cambiar 

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

“Líbranos del Mal. Amén”.

Un Latino Buscando Acercarse Más a Jesucristo

El sol brilla, el calor se siente 
y después de caminar un poco la 
sed se empieza a sentir. La Tierra 
Santa es un lugar casi desértico 
y el agua es un líquido preciado 
y muy necesario. La lluvia es casi 
inexistente desde mayo hasta oc-
tubre y las temperaturas se man-
tienen entre los 80 grados durante 
el día y bajan a los 60 después de 
ponerse el sol. Es obvio ver cuánto 
impacto tuvieron las palabras de 
Jesucristo sobre la sed y el agua 
para las personas viviendo en esta 
tierra tan árida de Israel.

En la Biblia Dios Habla Hoy, 
de Sociedades Bíblicas Unidas, 
encontramos varios ejemplos de 
cómo Jesucristo utiliza este as-
pecto de la naturaleza para anun-
ciar la Buena Nueva de Salvación 
en Él a sus compueblanos. El 
mejor ejemplo de esto lo encon-
tramos en el Evangelio según San 
Juan.

En el Evangelio de Juan, capítu-
lo 4, encontramos los siguientes 
versos sobre sed…

Jesús le contestó: —Todos los 
que beben de esta agua, volverán 
a tener sed;  pero el que beba del 
agua que yo le daré, nunca volverá 
a tener sed. Porque el agua que 
yo le daré se convertirá en él en 
manantial de agua que brotará 
dándole vida eterna.  La mujer le 
dijo: —Señor, dame de esa agua, 
para que no vuelva yo a tener sed 
ni tenga que venir aquí a sacar 
agua.

En el Evangelio de Juan, capítu-
lo 7, encontramos lo siguiente…

El último día de la fi esta era el 
más importante. Aquel día Jesús, 
puesto de pie, dijo con voz fuerte: 
—Si alguien tiene sed, venga a 
mí, y el que cree en mí, que beba. 
Como dice la Escritura, del inte-

rior de aquél correrán ríos de agua 
viva.

Tener sed es el cuerpo avisán-
donos sobre el peligro de la deshi-
dratación que podría dejar a uno 
sin vida. Sin agua morimos. Nues-
tros cuerpos son mayormente 
agua y por el bien de nuestra 
salud necesitamos agua. Agua es 
esencial para nuestra conti-
nuada existencia. Estas verdades 
son mucho más importantes para 
todos aquellos que viven en zonas 
áridas, secas y donde escasea el 
agua potable.

Pero fi jémonos en el mensaje del 
Señor. ¡Jesucristo nos está dicien-
do que Él es más esencial que el 
agua que tomamos para vivir! El 
agua viva que es Cristo mismo es 
esencial para una vida diferente 
y mejor, la vida sobrenatural, la 
vida de la Gracia. La vida de ínti-
ma amistad y amorosa comunión 
con Cristo.

Al tomar agua común y corrien-
te, esencial para vivir, volverás a 
tener sed. La necesidad de agua 

para la vida natural perdura, es 
algo recurrente, nunca termina. 
Nunca estaremos totalmente sa-
ciados. Pero con Jesús, el seguir-
lo, abrir nuestras vidas a Él y ser 
de todo corazón sus discípulos 
nos lleva a una vida superior 
donde, al hacerse uno con Cristo, 
ya tenemos lo más esencial para 
esa vida de la Gracia. Con Jesús 
ya no pasamos necesidad en la 
vida de la Gracia, ya no tendre-
mos sed pues Él es el agua viva 
que nos sacia una vez para siem-
pre.

Lo esencial para vivir solo de 
manera natural ya no basta cuan-
do tenemos la oportunidad para 
una vida  sobrenatural que no 
termina. ¡Seguir y tener a Jesús 
es lo principal, lo más esencial y 
en Él la vida natural va unida a la 
recepción de vida en abundancia, 
o sea, vida sobrenatural que per-
dura para la vida eterna!

La semana pasada el Papa Fran-
cisco le habló a un grupo especial 
de Obispos y les dijo algo pareci-
do:

El Señor repite hoy, a mí, a 
ustedes y a todos los Pastores: 
«Sígueme». No pierdas tiempo en 
preguntas o chismes inútiles; no 
te entretengas en lo secundario, 
sino mira a lo esencial y sígueme. 
Sígueme a pesar de las difi culta-
des. Sígueme en la predicación del 
Evangelio. Sígueme en el testimo-
nio de una vida que corresponda al 
don de la gracia del Bautismo y la 
Ordenación. Sígueme en el hablar 
de mí a aquellos con los que vives, 
día tras día, en el esfuerzo del 
trabajo, del diálogo y de la amis-
tad. Sígueme en el anuncio del 
Evangelio a todos, especialmente 
a los últimos, para que a nadie le 
falte la Palabra de vida, que libera 
de todo miedo y da confi anza en la 
fi delidad de Dios. Tú, sígueme.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

¡Felicidades a Pedro Moreno!
Pedro ha 

recibido una 
mención de hon-
or en la categoría 
de español para 
“Excelencia indi-
vidual – Escritor” 
en los Premios de 
Prensa Católicos 
(Catholic Press 
Awards).

¡Los Padres Carmelitas a 
celebrar 100 años 

en Oklahoma!
Léan más en español 

en la pagina 9.

Cristianos sin María en 
sus vidas son 

huérfanos, dice el papa 
CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS) — 

El papa Francisco dijo ante un gru-
po de jóvenes que están discernien-
do una vocación religiosa que nunca 
caminen solos, sino que siempre se 
queden con su madre, María. 

“Un cristiano sin Nuestra Señora 
es huérfano. También un cristiano 
sin iglesia es huérfano. Un cristia-
no necesita estas dos mujeres, dos 
madres, dos vírgenes: la iglesia y 
Nuestra Señora”, él dijo el 28 de 
junio. 

El papa habló improvisadamente 
ante un grupo de jóvenes de la 
Diócesis de Roma. 

El papa dijo a los jóvenes que Dios 
tiene en mente una vocación para 
todos, pero que depende a cada 
persona “buscarla, encontrarla y 
entonces seguirla, seguir adelante”. 

Lo mejor que se puede hacer es 
siempre orarle a María y mantenerla 
cerca cuando uno necesite tomar 
una decisión importante en la vida, 
como la selección de la vocación de 
uno, él dijo.
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Tribunal: 
Empresas de participación limitada no pueden ser obligadas a cubrir anticonceptivos 

WASHINGTON — En una decisión estrecha-
mente ceñida de 5 a 4 el Tribunal Supremo dijo 
el 30 de junio que las empresas de participación 
limitada pueden ser declaradas exentas de un 
requisito gubernamental de incluir anticoncep-
tivos en la cobertura de seguro médico de sus 
empleados bajo la Ley de Restauración de Liber-
tad Religiosa (RFRA). 

El tribunal dijo que Hobby Lobby y Cones-
toga Woods, las dos empresas familiares que 
objetaron el mandato gubernamental de que los 
empleados sean cubiertos para una gama de an-
ticonceptivos, incluidas las drogas consideradas 
abortivas, están protegidas del requisito de la 
Ley de Protección al Paciente y Cuidado de Salud 
Asequible (ACA). La opinión esencialmente sostu-
vo que las compañías con fi nes de lucro podrían 
tener opiniones religiosas protegidas. 

Pero el tribunal también dijo que los requisitos 
gubernamentales no necesariamente pierden si 
están en confl icto con las creencias religiosas de 
un patrono. 

El decreto no es una victoria para todas las 
entidades que se oponen al mandato de anticon-
ceptivos por razones religiosas. El tribunal señaló 
que quedan pendientes los casos que están 
retando el mandato para entidades sin fi nes de 
lucro, tales como colegios universitarios católicos 
y patronos religiosos, y que el decreto del 30 de 
junio no los considera. La decisión tampoco pro-
fundiza en si los patronos privados tienen prote-
cción motivada religiosamente de las leyes bajo la 
Primera Enmienda. 

Esta dice que el gobierno no satisfi zo el requi-
sito de la RFRA, ley de 1993, de que se sigan los 
medios menos restrictivos para lograr una meta 
gubernamental para evitar imponer una restri-
cción en la expresión religiosa. 

La opinión de la mayoría dice que el decreto 
aplica solamente al mandato de anticonceptivos 
y que no debe ser interpretada como sosteniendo 
que todos los mandatos de cobertura de seguro, 
tales como de transfusiones de sangre o de vacu-
nas, fracasan necesariamente si están en confl ic-
to con las creencias religiosas de los patronos. 

El magistrado Samuel Alito escribió la postu-
ra principal, a la cual se unieron el magistrado 
presidente John Roberts y los magistrados An-
tonin Scalia y Clarence Thomas. El magistrado 
Anthony Kennedy escribió una opinión concur-
rente con el decreto pero dejó claro que aunque 
la opinión aplica a las compañías particulares in-
volucradas en este caso, esta no es una condena 
abarcadora de los elementos claves del mandato 
de anticonceptivos en sí. 

“Es importante confi rmar que una premisa de 

la opinión del tribunal es su suposición de que la 
regulación del Departamento de Salud y Servi-
cios Humanos aquí extiende un interés legítimo 
y convincente en la salud de los empleados”, 
escribió Kennedy en su concurrencia. Él pasó a 
decir que el gobierno federal no usó los medios 
menos restrictivos para satisfacer ese interés, 
señalando que esta ley ha concedido exenciones 
del mandato a los empleados de organizaciones 
religiosas sin fi nes de lucro. 

“El acomodo extiende igualmente el interés del 
gobierno, pero no infringe las creencias religiosas 
del demandante”, él escribió. 

En la opinión de 49 páginas de la mayoría, Ali-
to señaló que el Departamento de Salud y Servi-
cios Humanos (HHS), que administra la ACA, ya 
ha provisto exenciones de algunos de los requi-
sitos de cobertura para patronos en una variedad 
de situaciones, incluyendo algunas que fueron 
declaradas preexistentes sin ciertas disposiciones 
y patronos con menos de 50 trabajadores. 

Él también dijo que el estándar para el gobi-
erno de satisfacer el bien general mediante los 
medios menos restrictivos es “excepcionalmente 
exigente” y la cláusula de anticonceptivos no 
cumple con esta. El gobierno federal podría fácil-
mente, y relativamente de manera barata, cubrir 
el costo de proveer la disputada cobertura de 
anticonceptivos, dijo Alito. 

Y él dijo que el gobierno federal ya tiene un 
sistema para manejar el mandato para las orga-
nizaciones religiosas sin fi nes de lucro que tienen 
objeciones al mandato. 

Bajo ese acomodo las organizaciones auto-
certifi can que sus objeciones religiosas les dan 
derecho a exención del mandato. En esos casos 
las aseguradoras de tercera parte hacen arreglos 
para que la cláusula sea manejada sin que el 
patrono se involucre ni tenga costos. 

Alito especifi có que la opinión no decide si el 
enfoque de acomodo cumple con la RFRA para 
todas las objeciones. “Como mínimo, sin em-
bargo, no infringe en las creencias religiosas del 
demandante de que al proveer la cobertura de 
seguro para anticonceptivos en cuestión viola su 
religión y sirve los intereses declarados del HHS 
muy bien”. 

Alito también señaló que la opinión no debe 
entenderse como signifi cando que cualquier 
objeción basada en la religión a un requisito de 
la ACA sería afi rmada. Diferentes asuntos sur-
girían, por ejemplo, en el caso de objeciones a las 
vacunas que protegen la salud pública, él dijo. 

En disensión, la magistrada Ruth Bader Gins-
burg llamó la decisión mayoritaria del tribunal 
una de “respiro sorpresivo” que permite que 
las empresas comerciales “opten no participar 
en cualquier ley”, excepto en leyes fi scales, que 
“juzguen incompatible con sus sinceras creencias 
religiosas”. 

“Hasta hoy,” ella escribió, las exenciones reli-
giosas no se han extendido al “mundo comercial 
lucrativo” porque estos grupos no existen para 
fomentar los intereses de los que tienen su mis-
mo credo, como lo son las organizaciones religio-
sas. 

Por Patricia Zapor
Catholic News Service 

Manifestantes pro-vida celebran el 30 de junio afuera de la Corte Suprema de los Estados Unidos en Washington su 
decisión en el caso de Hobby Lobby. El alto tribunal dictaminó que los propietarios de empresas de participación limit-
ada pueden oponerse por motivos religiosos a verse obligados por el gobierno el proporcionar cobertura de anticoncep-
tivos para sus empleados. (Foto de CNS/Jonathan Ernst, Reuters)

El papa habla francamente de la manera como su pontifi cado puede terminar 
En esta fotografía se ve al papa 

Benedicto XVI cuando coloca una 
estola blanca sobre los restos de 
San Celestino V, papa del siglo 
XIII, durante una visita que hizo en 
2009 a la basílica de Santa María 
di Collemaggio en L’Aquila, Italia, 
que había sido dañada por un tem-
blor de tierra. San Celestino había 
sido el último papa que voluntaria-
mente había renunciado, antes de 
que lo hiciera el papa Benedicto, 
en febrero de 2013. El papa Fran-
cisco ha dicho que con la renuncia 
al papado de Benedicto XVI se ha 
abierto la puerta para la posible re-
nuncia de papas posteriores. (Foto 
CNS/L’Osservatore Romano vía 
Reuters)
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The Catholic Foundation

cornerstone
Giving through the 

Catholic Foundation 
Why it makes sense - Part I

Tax Benefi ts — Because we are a 
501 (c)(3) public charity, gifts to the 
Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma 
receive the maximum tax benefi ts 
allowed.

Keeping it Simple — By establish-
ing a fund at the Catholic Founda-
tion, you can avoid administrative 
burdens, legal complexities and com-
pliance requirements associated with 
private foundations. 

Flexibility — The Catholic Founda-
tion is able to accept a wide variety 
of gifts including cash, appreciat-
ed stocks, mutual funds and other 
marketable securities, life insurance 
policies, retirement plan assets, 
business-related assets and mineral 
and real properties. 

   For more information on Planned Giving contact:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405)721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in Your Estate Plans

Join the Archbishop’s Circle with  
gifts of $1,000 or more. 

Total Amount of Gift       $____________ 

1st Payment (Enclosed)       $____________ 

         Archdiocesan Development Fund 2014 APPEAL GIFT FORM 

Please indicate your pledge schedule.       

Please Print Clearly  
Mr. and/or Mrs.   
Ms., Rev., Dr. ___________________________________________________________ 
            First   Last    Spouse Name 

Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

City_____________________________ State ___________  Zip Code _____________      

Phone number: __________________ Credit to Parish: ___________________________ 
Credit Card – complete reverse side 

         Electronic Funds Transfer – complete reverse side 

         Cash, Check or Money Order – make checks payable to ADF

Signature ________________________________________________

       ____ 10   Pmts.  March – December
       ____   4   Pmts.  April, July, Oct., Dec.            
       ____   2   Pmts.  April and October                 
       ____   1   Pmt.    Show Month ________ 
     
         

Electronic Funds Transfer 

Please have $__________ automatically deducted from my checking account for _______ months (last month being December 2014)  

until my pledge of $___________ is paid in full. Deductions will be made on the 15th of each month beginning March 15, 2014, and ending  

December 15, 2014. 

Name of bank______________________________________ Account #__________________________________________________  

Signature__________________________________________ Authorizes for direct payment. VOIDED CHECK MUST BE ATTACHED. 

Credit Card Information 

Please charge my 2014 ADF gift of $______________ to my credit card.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Please print cardholder’s name) Signature

ADF 2014 
appeal update

The goal for the 2014 ADF Appeal 
is $3.2 million dollars. As of July 3, 
2014 the current pledges/gifts are 
$3,054,671.35 and total gift amount 
received is $2,134,026.65 from 
9318 donors. All the funds donated 
though the ADF Appeal provide be-
tween 45 to 50 percent of the budget 
of the Archdiocese each year. If you 
have not given and wish to do so, 
please fi ll out the pledge card below 
and mail it back to ADF, P.O. Box 
32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123.

Job Box
Associate director of the Offi ce 
of Hispanic Ministry
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is looking for an associate 
director of the Offi ce of Hispanic 
Ministry who will assist in the 
development and maintenance of 
comprehensive Hispanic Ministry 
programs/events on the archdi-
ocesan level as well as assisting 
other departments and parishes 
in the development and imple-
mentation of their developing His-
panic Ministry efforts. For full job 
description go to http://archokc.
org/jobs-box.

Administrative Assistant 
The Interdiocesan Tribunal of 
Second Instance for the Prov-
ince of Oklahoma City is taking 
applications for a full time posi-
tion of Administrative Assistant/
Notary.  Interested candidates 
should submit a resume and 
Archdiocesan Application for 
Employment with employment 
references (found on Archdiocesan 
website under Safe Environment 
pages) to Rev. Richard Stansberry, 
Judicial Vicar at rickstansb@aol.
com.  Resumes and Applications 
must be submitted no later than 
July 25 at 5 p.m..  Applicants 
must be living in full communion 
with the Church.  Additionally 
applicants must have one year 
of professional level administra-
tive offi ce experience, experience 
with Microsoft Offi ce applications, 

must demonstrate strong organi-
zational and communication skills 
and an ability to maintain strict 
confi dentiality guidelines.  Profi -
ciency in Spanish is a plus.  

Director of Religious Education 
St. Peter Catholic Church, 
Woodward, Oklahoma, is accept-
ing applications for the full-time 
position of Director of Religious 
Education.  The parish is search-
ing for a candidate deeply rooted 
in the Catholic faith with experi-
ence and vision to serve its com-
munity.  Interested candidates 
should contact Judith White, 
Offi ce Administrator, for a com-
plete job description and applica-
tion ( stpsongbird@sbcglobal.net  
/ (580) 256-5305).  Resumes and 
Applications must be submitted 
to St. Peter Church no later than 
Friday, July 27th at 5 p.m.

Weekend Monitor  
Rose Home currently has an 
opening for a Weekend Monitor 
for the 5 p.m. Saturday to 5 p.m. 
Sunday shift. This is a paid posi-
tion and separate sleeping quar-
ters for overnight staff are pro-
vided. Weekend Monitors provide 
support to Rose Home mothers 
and children and ensure the home 
operates smoothly. If you are 
interested please contact Misty at 
(405) 361-9172 or misty@birth-
choice.org.

Pre-Kindergarten Teacher 
St. James the Greater Catholic 
School is seeking applications 
for a full time Pre-Kindergar-
ten teacher for the 2014-2015 
school year. Applicants must hold 
Oklahoma certifi cation in Ear-
ly Childhood Education. Please 
send archdiocesan applications  
to Anne Codding, 1224 S.W. 41, 
Oklahoma City, OK  73109 or 
email: to stjames1@cox.net.

Resident Director 
St. Gregory’s University is look-
ing for a  Resident Director. This 
is an 11 month, live in position.  
Room and board provided. For 
full job description go to http://
archokc.org/jobs-box.

Director of Student Activities 
St. Gregory’s University is 
looking for a  Student Activities 
Coordinator to provide leadership 
and management of the activities, 
services and operations for the 
Offi ce of Student Activities. This 
position is 12 months, Tuesday 
- Saturday during the academic 
year. For full job description go to 
http://archokc.org/jobs-box.

Long-Term Substitute Teacher 
Holy Trinity Catholic School, 
Okarche is accepting applica-
tions for a long-term substitute 
teacher for 5th grade beginning 
August 11, 2014 for 6-8 weeks. 
Applicants must hold Oklahoma 

teacher certifi cation and should 
be willing to assume all teaching 
duties including, but not limited 
to, lesson planning and grading. 
Interested applicants should send 
a resume, cover letter, and a copy 
of teacher certifi cation to Tammy 
Jacobs at  tjacobs@holytrinityok.
org  or fax to (405) 263-9753.

Elementary School Positions
St. Mary’s Catholic School in 
Lawton is accepting applica-
tions for a full-time elementary 
grade teacher (K or 3rd grade). 
Interested applicants must hold 
Oklahoma certifi cation in Ele-
mentary Education and should 
send a resume, cover letter, and 
a copy of teacher certifi cation to 
Deacon Quinnett at robert.quin-
nett@smcs-ok.org , fax to (580) 
355-4336, or mail to St. Mary’s 
Catholic School, 611 SW A Ave., 
Lawton, OK  73501. Download 
teacher application packet at 
http://archokc.org/multimedia/
fi les/doc_download/294-teach-
er-application-packet or pick one 
up in the school offi ce between 9 
a.m. and 3 p.m.

For a full calendar and 
up-to-date jobs box, visit 
soonercatholic.org
or use this
QR Code with 
your smart phone.

Sooner Catholic July 13, 2014 15Local

JULY
13 Celebration of 100th Anni-
versary of Carmelites’ Arrival in 
Oklahoma at Little Flower Church at 
3:15 p.m. All are welcome.

13 Charismatic Healing Mass,  
5:30 p.m. at Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church, 3901 S.W. 29th 
Street, Oklahoma City. For more 
information call the Church offi ce at 
(405) 685-4806.

15 The Catholic Pastoral Center 
will be closed for a staff retreat.

16 Mass and Celebration of 75th 
Anniversary of Camelites in Okla-
homa at Carmel of Saint Joseph, 
Piedmont at 7:30 p.m. 

17 Devotion to The Precious Blood 
Of Jesus. Thursdays 9 p.m. -12:30 
a.m. St. James Church 4201 S. 
McKinley, OKC. Loan at (405) 420-
2527 (Bilingual). 

17-25 Monthly Novena to The In-
fant Jesus.  During these nine days, 
the novena prayers will be as follows: 
Monday-Friday following noon Mass, 
Saturday following 6 p.m. Mass, and 
Sunday following 11 a.m. Mass.

19 The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, at St. 
John the Baptist Parish, Edmond, 
on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each 
month beginning with Mass at 7:30 
a.m. in the Chapel.  For more infor-
mation contact Toni Harrelson, lmc 
at (405) 341-2199 or lmcoklahoma@
sbc global.net.

19 The community of the Secular 
Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
of Mt. Carmel and St. Teresa of 
Jesus - Oklahoma Community and 
Province of St. Therese, meets at 
Little Flower Church, OKC from 12 - 
4:30 p.m.  For more information call 
Katherine Payne (405) 210-4826.

21 Bishop McGuinness Catholic 
High School Golf Tournament, 
benefi ting the athletic department
at Twin Hills Country Club 1 p.m. 
shotgun start. For more information, 
call John Hamilton (405) 842-6638.  

24  Wine, Organ, and Compline at 
7 p.m. at St. Thomas More Parish, 
Norman. This series will begin with 
a wine and cheese gathering in the 
Atrium at 7 p.m. After the gather-
ing, we will move to the church for 
an organ recital. July 24 – Dr. Vicki 
Schaeffer will perform.

25-27 Holy Spirit Seminar at Im-
maculate Conception Church, 3901 
SW 29th St., Oklahoma City. Guest 
speakers include Mary Jo Webb and 
Jackie Butler from Fairfax. Friday, 
6:30 p.m. with Mass; Saturday, 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m.; and Sunday, 1 - 6 
p.m. For more information, call Car-
olyn at (405) 625-4382.

26 Singles dance at St. Charles Bor-
romeo Church for Catholic Singles 
and Friends. Gathering time is 7 -  8 
p.m. with music from 8 - 11 p.m.  
Call Al for more information:  (405) 
631-0763. Bring a fi nger food to for 
our sharing table.

28 Anniversary of Servant of God 
Fr. Stanley F. Rother’s death in 

Guatemala, in 1981. For more 
infomation on Fr. Rother go to www. 
fatherstanleyrotherguild.org.

28 Mass to commemorate the An-
niversary of Fr. Stanley F. Roth-
er’s death will be held at 7 p.m. at 
Holy Trinity parish, Okarche. All are 
welcome. (The archdiocesan cele-
bration with Archbishop Coakley is 
sceduled for August 2.)

29-30 Emmaus Days is a retreat for 
young men in high school who want 
to learn about the call to the priest-
hood and explore their relationship 
with God. There is no cost for this 
retreat. For more information contact 
the Vocations Offi ce at (405) 721-
9351 or vocations@archokc.org.

AUGUST
1 First Friday Sacred Heart Mass 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center.  Ex-
position of the Blessed Sacrament is 
at 5:30 p.m. Mass is at 7 p.m.  For 
more information call the Offi ce of 
Family Life at (405) 721-8944.

1 Mass in the Extraordinary form 
will be said at 7 p.m. on Friday night 
and 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, at St. 
Wenceslaus Church, Prague, 304 
Jim Thorpe Boulevard.

2 Archdiocesan Mass in Honor 
of Servant of God Father Staney 
Rother at Holy Trinity Church, 
Okarche, Archbishop Coakley will 
celebrate the Mass at 5 p.m. a recep-
tion will follow. All are welcome.

3 The Secular Franciscan Order of 
St. Claire Fraternity meets at 1:15 
p.m. the fi rst Sunday of the month 

at St. Thomas More Church in Nor-
man. All are welcome. For more in-
formation call Alice (405) 473-7680.

3 Byzantine Divine Liturgy will be 
celebrated by Fr. Phil Seeton at St. 
Mark’s parish, Norman at 5:30 p.m.

5 Inquiry Class at St. John 
Nepomuk Church, Yukon. The two 
hour session from 7 - 9 p.m. in the 
Parish Center.  For more informa-
tion contact John and Patsy Ryan at  
(405) 354-2743 or jryan22@cox.net .

7 Wine, Organ, and Compline at 
7 p.m. at St. Thomas More Parish, 
Norman. This series will begin with 
a wine and cheese gathering in the 
Atrium at 7 p.m. After the gathering, 
we will move to the church for an 
organ recital. August 7 – Mr. Edwin 
Day, Director of Music at Christ the 
King Catholic Church, will perform.

8 Bingo at St. Joseph’s parish, 
Norman in the gym. Light supper is 
served at 6:30 p.m. Games begin at 
7 p.m. Each 10 game packet is $5, 
includes one free Blackout game.

9 The Oblates of St. Benedict of 
Mt. St. Scholastica will meet from 
1 -3 p.m. in Room 125 at the Pas-
toral Center, 7501 NW Expressway 
in Oklahoma City. For more infor-
mation, contact Jenny Fenner, (405) 
721-0832 or e-mail jenfen@cox.net.

10 Charismatic Healing Mass,  
5:30 p.m. at Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church, 3901 S.W. 29th 
Street, Oklahoma City. For more 
information call the Church offi ce at 
(405) 685-4806.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the weeks between issue dates and may not refl ect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar go to www.soonercatholic.org.

Kevin Pierce
General Agent

Office: 877-707-0752

Cell:405-514-7660

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Servicing

Oklahoma

Agents Wanted

Full time agent
positions
available. To
learn more, call
Kevin Pierce at
405-514-7660.

Does your
family have

the strength of
the shield?

Call your agent today to learn more
about the Knights of Columbus and
the great products we have to offer.

We all have favorite

organizations and causes that

have special places in our

hearts. Did you know, that

through the use of life

insurance, you can help

ensure that those

organizations and causes have

special places in your wallet

too?

There are many benefits to

using life insurance to leave

behind charitable gifts. 

Contact your field agent

from the Pierce Agency today

to discuss the possibilities. 

PLAN A GIFT. 

LEAVE A LEGACY. 

Whole Life • Term • Retirement • Annuities • Long-Term Care • IRA

Ric Moore
405-641-9582

Richard.Moore@
kofc.org
Councils: 916, 6477,

11237
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Chad McAuliff
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Chad.McAullif@kofc.org
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4804, 9333, 9668, 4721,

7395, 8433, 13828,

14106, 14220, 11633

Michael Calhoun
405-990-0572
Michael.Calhoun@
kofc.org
Councils: 965, 1287,

5396, 5759, 4026, 

4598, 11909, 4889,

9583, 9900, 2604
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Switching to NFP improved couple’s relationship with God

Like many couples, when Christ 
the King, Oklahoma City parishio-
ners Michael and Tavi Brzozowski 
fi rst married, she went on the birth 
control pill. Now they teach the 
Billings Ovulation Method of Natu-
ral Family Planning.

Michael said, “When we got mar-
ried, I was Catholic. Tavi was not. 
We did a really neat marriage prep 
through our church. It was Tavi’s 
fi rst exposure to NFP and what the 
church teaches on contraception.”

 “I was very interested in it,” 
Tavi said. “I grew up Baptist and 
it wasn’t on our radar, but at that 
point Michael was in his second 
year of medical school, so we 
thought ‘we can’t have a baby 
now.’”

 “We justifi ed her being on the pill 
by her being on her period on our 
honeymoon,” Michael added.

But it wasn’t long before they 
started experiencing problems.  
“We weren’t even on it for an entire 
year before experiencing mood 
swings and side effects.”

After Tavi gave birth to their fi rst 
son, they knew they didn’t want to 
return to hormonal contraception. 
As they looked into other options, 
she became pregnant with their 
second son. After he was born, 
they learned the Billings Ovulation 
Method.

 “That’s why I got interested in 

teaching,” Tavi said. “I had to learn 
so much because I was breastfeed-
ing, because of that I really studied 
it a lot. God directed me in that 
way. I struggled with it, and I didn’t 
want others to struggle.”

Both agree that the switch to Nat-
ural Family Planning has improved 
their marriage. “I feel like our com-
munication has improved drasti-
cally,” Tavi said. “We’ve learned to 
love each other in better ways than 
before.”

 “What it’s really increased is 
communication. It also puts into 
perspective what sex is: unitive 
and procreative. We can have sex 
whenever, but are we ready for a 
new child?” Michael added. “When 
we were on birth control, the idea 
that you can have sex whenever 
you want, that didn’t really pan out 
either. It killed Tavi’s libido.”

Though Natural Family Planning 
can be tough, they said, it has 
also brought them closer to God. 
“During the frustrating parts, when 
there’s a lot of abstinence, you can 
lean on your faith, and it brought 
me closer to God,” Tavi said. “It’s 
strengthened our marriage.  We 
pray more together now.”

 “It really puts you more in tune 
with the sexual act, and how 
powerful it can be, rather than 
that’s what you do because you’re 
married, and pregnancy is a side 
effect,” Michael said.  “You lose 
sight of…”

 “What God created sex to be,” 
Tavi continued. “Pregnancy is not 
an accident or a disease. It’s your 
choice. You know what you’re 
doing. If you chose to have inter-
course on nights you could be 
fertile, you know that you could be 
conceiving a child.”

Tavi began using Natural Family 
Planning as she was going through 
the Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults, to become Catholic. “By 
taking NFP, it was a way that God 

fi nally drew me to his Church,” she 
said. “Because of that, I just feel 
this need to share it.”

By teaching the Billings Ovu-
lation Method, Michael and Tavi 
also give a face to Natural Family 
Planning users. Michael and Tavi 
provide a witness that normal, 
young people use Natural Family 
Planning, not just aged hippies- 
“though I do have Birkenstocks 
in my closet,” Tavi added with a 
laugh.

For those interested in Natural 
Family Planning, Tavi recommend-
ed to seek out something that fi ts 
with your personality. “Find a good 
teacher. Find a method that works 
for you. If you like crazy charts, 
you might like Billings. If you like 
the extra verifi cation of the ther-
mometer, you might like Couple to 
Couple League’s [sympto-thermal 
method]. Billings works for us, but 
there are other really good methods 
that are all scientifi c.”

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick 
is a freelance writer and math tutor 
living in Oklahoma City.

By Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick
For the Sooner Catholic

Michael and Tavi Brzozowski. Photo 
provided.

National NFP Awareness Week - July 20 - 26, 2014
 Natural Family Planning:  It’s Worth It. Join the Revolution!

“Celebrate and reverence God’s vision of human sexuality.” 
Discover Natural Family Planning

Find out more about NFP at http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-ac-
tion/marriage-and-family/natural-family-planning/index.cfm
For more information on local classes call Ana in the Offi ce of Family 
Life at (405) 721-5651.

Oklahomans witnessed God’s presence in World War I
One hundred years have passed since World 

War I began in the summer of 1914, when 
Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia on July 
28. The combatants called upon the nations of 
Europe through their complicated systems of alli-
ances, and country after country joined the fi ght. 
Four years of bloodshed followed, with casualties 
numbering in the millions.

The United States did not become involved in 
the confl ict offi cially until 1918, so it would ap-
pear that these years of hardship for the rest of 
the world were distant from Oklahomans. But the 
Church envelops the whole world – and the Great 
War did not leave the fl edgling diocese and state 
untouched.

Bishop Theophile Meerschaert of Oklahoma was 
an eyewitness to the opening months of the war. 
In “Bible Belt Catholicism: A history of the Roman 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma, 1905-1945,” Thom-
as Elton Brown, Ph. D., describes what the Bishop 
of Oklahoma saw while visiting his home country.

“When the German armies crossed the Bel-
gian frontier, Meerschaert was visiting the parish 
church in Coutrai, Belgium...During Meerschae-
rt’s stay, he saw German offi cers abuse the local 
pastor, viewed soldiers robbing innocent Belgians, 
heard Germans demean the Catholic Church, and 
witnessed, in sum, what would become known as 
‘The Rape of Belgium.’”

Upon his return to the U.S., Bishop Meerschaert 
called for donations to help the suffering peoples 
of Europe. This refl ected the efforts of the wartime 
Pope, Benedict XV, who provided help for prison-
ers of war, wounded soldiers and the hungry.

Oklahomans faced diffi culties of their own when 
America joined the war and anti-German senti-
ments were directed against immigrants to the 
United States. Catholics responded by putting 
their patriotism on display. Brown includes an 
anecdote from the “The Orphan’s Record,” the 

Catholic newspaper in Oklahoma at that time: “At 
Goltry with its large population of German-Cath-
olics, the parish sponsored an evening of patriotic 
entertainment which attracted fi ve hundred people 
for the expressed purpose ‘to emphasize the loyalty 
of the Catholic citizens of this community to the 
American fl ag and to all it represents.’”

Local Catholics’ loyalty to the United States was 
also proved with service to the soldiers at Camp 
Doniphan, an army basic training facility at Fort 
Sill. The Knights of Columbus set up recreation 

halls to provide entertainment for the soldiers.
Priests of the diocese were called to the war as 

chaplains and aides. Father Charles Van Hulse 
worked for the American military attaché at The 
Hague. Bishop Meerschaert recorded in his diary 
that Father Urban de Hasque gave up being the 
Chancellor for the diocese to become a chaplain in 
the army. He nursed soldiers who were suffering 
from the Spanish Flu. “Roman and Oklahoman” 
states that Father Alfred Deckmyn of Saint Mi-
chael’s in Goltry was a French citizen, and that 
government recalled him to serve as a chaplain. He 
never returned to the United States.

The rhythms of daily life went on as they must, 
even during wartime. Catholics thrived in Okla-
homa: Saint Gregory’s University opened in 1915 
and new Carmelite orders came to serve the state. 
Bishop Meerschaert travelled constantly, celebrat-
ing fi rst communions and confi rmations.

One celebration stood out to Bishop Meer- 
schaert. In Aug. 1918 he wrote in his diary: “When 
all was packed up and the Bishop about entering 
the auto for Lawton, there came a young Soldier 
racing from the Camp [Doniphan], distance of 
20 miles, a Convert, to be confi rmed, and most 
anxious indeed. The Bishop vested again and con-
fi rmed him…”

World War I is often regarded as the most 
senseless of wars, and this is hard to deny. The 
deaths of millions of soldiers and civilians could 
not staunch the desire for revenge and retribu-
tion which led to the Second World War barely a 
quarter of a century later. But if anything shows 
that God did not abandon the world during the 
war, it is moments like the one observed by Bishop 
Meerschaert. Men and women were still seeking 
God, and they found Him in the members of the 
Church.

Brianna Osborne is a staff writer at the Soon-
er Catholic and the editor of the Sooner Catholic 
enewsletter, available at www.fl ocknote.com/ar-
chokc.

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic

Photo from the archives of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City.


