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Archbishop Coakley:
Time to rally our people

"We as a Church and a nation
begin what is, unfortunately, becom-
ing an annual observance," said
Archbishop Paul Coakley at the Mass
opening the Fortnight for Freedom in
the archdiocese, on Friday, June 21,
at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help.

"Unfortunately, I say, because con-
ditions since the first Fortnight have
not improved. Indeed, they have dete-
riorated," the archbishop continued.

In his homily, the archbishop listed
the threats to religious liberty that
have developed over the past year.
This month, the Supreme Court
announced its rulings regarding the
constitutionality of two laws defining
marriage as between one man and
one woman. The Supreme Court
declared one law to be unconstitu-
tional and sent the other back to
lower courts (see page 16).

Another threat looms over Catholic
institutions this summer. On Aug. 1,
the Health and Human Services
mandate, a provision of the
Affordable Healthcare Act, will come
into effect. The mandate will force all
institutions, exclusive of houses of
worship, to pay for abortion-inducing
drugs, contraception and sterilization
for their employees. Catholic hospi-
tals, universities, private schools,
social service agencies and charitable
institutions would all be affected.

Archbishop Coakley also noted
that it will affect business owners
who might find these healthcare
options morally offensive.

As a time of prayer, catechesis and
appropriate action, the Fortnight for
Freedom is both unfortunate and cel-
ebratory.

This is reflected in the feast days of
the liturgical calendar that happen to
fall during these two weeks. The occa-
sions of the feast days of Saint John

the Baptist, Saints Peter and Paul
and the first martyrs of the Church of
Rome commemorate men and women
who died gruesome deaths — yet the
Church celebrates their faith and
thanks God for their witness.

Archbishop Coakley spoke about
martyrs Saint John Fisher and Saint
Thomas More, whose vigil Mass is
celebrated on the first day of the
Fortnight. Their witness is extremely
relevant considering the Supreme
Court rulings.

"Ironically, as the church honors
this evening Saints John Fisher, bish-
op, and Thomas More, lawyer and
Lord Chancellor of England, we rec-
ognize that that which precipitated
their witness even unto death was
precisely an issue regarding mar-
riage — whether the king had the
right to determine the nature of mar-
riage and the laws governing it," said
Archbishop Coakley.

The archbishop continued with elo-
quent exhortations to the faithful.

"Some might ask, 'Well, after all, I
don't see people being arrested for
going to church in America; how can
you say religious liberty is under
threat?' A robust understanding of
religious liberty is not the mere free-
dom to worship," he said. "It is not
just to come together, to associate
freely and to worship God in the walls

of the sanctuary. It is the freedom to
take the faith that we celebrate, and
which is nourished by our worship of
God, and allow that to shape our
lives, shape our values, to be lived out
in service to our brothers and sisters.
It includes our care for the poor, our
desire to operate hospitals and to
teach the young.

"So it is indeed a time for us to
stand up, to be heard, to be counted
and not to be silent. It is a time for us
to pray, to take action. This is what
our Fortnight for Freedom is about. It
is time to rally ourselves, to rally our
people. It is time to beseech God, and
to beseech his saints to come to our
aid."

Several priests from around the
archdiocese concelebrated the Mass
with Archbishop Coakley. Father
Brian Buettner, who was ordained to
the priesthood on June 29, assisted as
a deacon. About 350 people attended
the Mass, significantly fewer than
last year.

The Mass included the following
readings: 2 Timothy 2:8-13; 3:10-12.
Psalm 34. Matthew 10: 28-33.

Devotional booklets for the
Fortnight are available for download
at fortnightforfreedomokc.com/devo-
tions.html

Ideas of meaningful ways to
observe the Fortnight for Freedom
are found at fortnightforfree-
domokc.com.

Brianna Osborne is a staff writer
for the Sooner Catholic.

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic

Catholic Church of
Oklahoma to become
major sponsor of St.
Gregory's University

SHAWNEE (June 28, 2013) — The
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and
the Diocese of Tulsa will become
major sponsors of Saint Gregory's
University in Shawnee for the first
time since the school was established
in 1875.

At a June 28 signing ceremony in
Saint Gregory's Abbey Church,
Archbishop Paul Coakley of the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City,
Bishop Edward Slattery of the
Diocese of Tulsa, Abbot Lawrence
Stasyszen of Saint Gregory's
University and Father Don Wolf,
chairman of the board of directors of
Saint Gregory's, signed a memoran-
dum of agreement that indicates the
four leaders' shared intention to
sponsor the school.

Archbishop Coakley said it was
important to create the optimal con-
ditions for Saint Gregory's continued
success.

"Saint Gregory's University is the
only institution of Catholic higher
education in the state and a tremen-
dous asset for the church in
Oklahoma," he said.

Discussions about how best to
financially secure and sustain the
integrally important institution
began among the Abbey, the Diocese
of Tulsa and the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City nearly two years ago,
the archbishop said.

"After considerable consultation, a
model of shared sponsorship among
the Abbey, the archdiocese and the
Diocese of Tulsa was proposed and
has been accepted in principle," he
continued. "The memorandum of
understanding indicates our inten-

continued on page 16

By The Sooner Catholic Staff
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Among the greatest joys I have as a bishop is the oppor-
tunity to ordain new priests. There is a wonderful sense
of fatherhood in ordaining men who will become the spir-
itual fathers to so many throughout a lifetime of priestly
ministry. These men join the ranks of a bishop's closest
and most cherished collaborators for service to the entire
Church.

On Saturday, June 29, I ordained Father Brian
Buettner a priest of Jesus Christ for service to the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. We welcome him!
Ordinations are an occasion of tremendous joy and
thanksgiving, not only for the new priest and his family,
but for the whole Church. Priestly ordination marks the
beginning of a lifelong ministry of teaching, sanctifying
and shepherding God's people as an icon of Jesus Christ,
who came not to be served but to serve.

Among the greatest responsibilities that every diocesan
bishop has is to provide and assign priests to serve the
people of God. This year we have one new priest. Next
year, God willing, we hope to ordain five. Please continue
to pray that the Lord will provide abundant laborers for
his vineyard!  The harvest is rich, but it is increasingly
difficult to provide priestly laborers for our parishes.

In the week ahead many of our priests will begin new
pastoral assignments. They have to say their farewells
and prepare to begin new ministries in another part of
God's vineyard. These transitions can be times of sorrow
and uncertainty for both priests and their people. These
can be difficult times. They can also be times of renewal.
I have the greatest admiration for the generosity of our
priests who accept these new pastoral responsibilities
with the heart of a true servant and shepherd. I am also
grateful for the understanding of the parishioners for
whom these changes may often be difficult.

These changes come about because of many different
circumstances. After a lifetime of service, priests retire,
or their energies wane. We have recently had the painful
experience of the unexpected death of one of our beloved
pastors, Father Roberto Quant. Our international
priests, who make up an increasingly significant part of

our presbyterate, eventu-
ally must return to their
own dioceses. For these
and a whole variety of
other reasons changes of
pastoral assignment are
often necessary.

Each priest and each
parish is unique. After
much prayer and consid-
erable consultation I
make the best decision possible given our limited pool of
personnel and the whole variety of circumstances. Each
decision has to take into account the good of the priest,
the needs of each parish, as well as the entire
Archdiocese. There is no "app" for that!  There is no neat
formula. I trust that the guidance of the Holy Spirit, how-
ever, is very much involved in this process. Please con-
tinue to pray for your priests. Pray for vocations. Pray
for me. And if you are a parishioner whose parish is
receiving a new pastor, please welcome him with an open
heart and a spirit of willing cooperation.

To serve and not to be served

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.
July 9 — Mass of Installation for Bishop Mark J. Seitz, El Paso, Tex.
July 13 — Knights of Columbus State Officer Installation Mass and Banquet, 5 p.m., Saint Monica Church,
Edmond
July 14 — Saint Kateri Tekakwitha Mass and Powwow, 3 p.m., Saint Gregory's Abbey, Shawnee

Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Exclusively on
the website

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of
church and archdiocesan
news and events, only on
www.soonercatholic.com:

The Supreme Court handed
down its decisions in two cases
pertaining to the legal defini-
tion of marriage June 26. For
full coverage of the decisions
and the implications, visit 
www.soonercatholic.com.

Archbishop Paul Coakley,
Bishop Edward Slattery, Abbot
Lawrence Stasyszen and Father
Don Wolf signed a memoran-
dum of understanding that
establishes the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City, the Diocese of
Tulsa and Saint Gregory's
Abbey as joint sponsors of Saint
Gregory's University. Photos of
the June 28 signing, in addition
to the initial story on page 1,
will be available online begin-
ning July 1.

Archbishop Coakley ordained
Father Brian Buettner to the
priesthood June 29. Photos and
more information, in addition to
the initial story on page 6, will
be available online beginning
July 1.

The response to the torna-
does of May 19, May 20 and
May 31 continues. For updated
numbers regarding the number
of long-term recovery cases
opened by Catholic Charities
and the Saint Vincent de Paul
Society, please continue to
check archokc.org on a regular
basis.

Every day, Pope Francis
offers a new catechesis - either
by word or deed. Find his latest
buzzworthy quotes and actions
online.

Plus, don't miss daily
updates on Facebook and

Twitter!
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USCCB Religious Liberty Chair: Faith serves public life
BALTIMORE — Archbishop William E. Lori of

Baltimore held up statesman Sargent Shriver
and other Catholics like him as "a living example
of how faith enriches public life" June 21 at a
standing-room-only Mass opening the second
Fortnight for Freedom.

"Faith serves the public life not only by the
sheer magnitude of its humanitarian services,"
he said, "but by its witness to Christ Jesus, to its
witness to those moral truths and values without
which democracy cannot flourish."

Celebrated at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary in Baltimore, the evening Mass began 14
days of prayer, education and action on religious
liberty issues called for by the U.S. bishops.

Cardinal Edwin F. O'Brien, grand master of the
Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of
Jerusalem and former archbishop of Baltimore,
presided at the Mass. Concelebrating were
Bishop W. Francis Malooly of Wilmington, Del., a
former Baltimore auxiliary bishop; Auxiliary
Bishop F. Richard Spencer of the U.S. Archdiocese
for the Military Services; Baltimore Auxiliary
Bishop Denis J. Madden; and about 50 priests.

As chairman of the U.S. bishops' Ad Hoc
Committee for Religious Liberty, Archbishop Lori
has been at the forefront of national efforts aim-
ing to protect religious liberty from government
infringement.

Chief among perceived threats to religious lib-
erty is the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services' mandate that most employers, including
Catholic hospitals, schools and charities, provide
insurance coverage for artificial contraception,
sterilization and abortion-inducing drugs, which
the church morally opposes.

The mandate is part of the 2010 Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act. New pro-
posed rules for the mandate are to take effect for
religious organizations Aug. 1; it is to be imple-

mented with their first insurance premium
renewals. It went into effect Aug. 1, 2012, for non-
religious organizations, and several businesses
are currently fighting it in the courts.

Archbishop Lori and others have argued that
all Catholic organizations should be exempt from
the mandate.

"The church does not have two wings: a 'faith
and worship' division on one hand, and a 'service'
division on the other," he said in his June 21 hom-
ily. "What we believe and how we worship give
rise to a life of service."

He noted that Catholic Charities USA is the
nation's largest nongovernmental social services

provider, and Catholic schools edu-
cate more children than any other
nongovernmental system.

"The efforts of the government
to divide the church into a worship
wing and a service wing do not
spring from a theoretical interest
in how churches are organized or
how they function," Archbishop
Lori said. "It is part of a broader
movement to limit religious free-
dom to 'freedom of worship' — to
accord a fuller degree of religious
freedom to houses of worship but a
lesser degree of religious freedom
to charities, hospitals and univer-
sities.

"If left unchecked, this tendency
will continue to diminish the influ-
ence of religion in helping to shape
the character of our country, not
only by our words and worship,
but by the way we conduct our
ministries of service," he added.
"Faith and worship inspire and
sustain the service the church
offers, yet the government is insin-
uating a contrary gospel in the
church's daily life."

In addition to the HHS man-
date, Archbishop Lori also con-
demned efforts to marginalize the
church's definition of marriage
through anti-discrimination laws,
and to criminalize church-provid-
ed services to people who are liv-
ing in the country illegally.

In a May 31 letter sent to
Catholics in the Archdiocese of
Baltimore, Archbishop Lori point-

ed to local campaigns to curtail freedom of speech
and religion, including a Johns Hopkins
University pro-life student organization that was
initially denied club status, a Baltimore City ordi-
nance compelling signage about abortion to be
posted at pro-life crisis pregnancy centers, and a
lawsuit seeking to end prayer at Carroll County
Board of Commissioners meetings.

The bishops first held a Fortnight for Freedom
last year. The observance opened on the eve of the
feast of St. Thomas More and St. John Fisher,
16th-century English martyrs. It ends July 4,
Independence Day.

"We continue to live in an age of martyrs ...
when believers are tortured and killed because
they are believers in places like Iran, Iraq, China
and Nigeria," Archbishop Lori said in his June 21
homily. "Let us keep the flame of faith and the
flame of freedom burning brightly not only for our
children and for our children's children, but also
for the sake of these persecuted believers who see
in our form of government and in our great land
a beacon of hope."

Maria Trejo, 33, a parishioner of St. Joseph in
Cockeysville, said she shares Archbishop Lori's
concern about the HHS mandate and changing
definition of marriage.

"We wanted to get more involved and see what
we can do to help," she told The Catholic Review,
Baltimore's archdiocesan newspaper. "We know
that prayer has power, and we should never give
up. We should fight for what we believe in,
despite the politics against us."

Robert Miller, 47, attended the fortnight Mass
with his wife and two children. A parishioner of
Holy Apostles in Gambrills, Miller said he feels
"very strongly" about the need to protect religious
freedom, and thinks Catholic business owners
should also be exempt from the HHS mandate.

"Prayer is something that is very powerful, and
the more you pray, the more you expect," he said.
"What you hope is that other people will come to
pray, and it will become a huge movement. That
way it will hopefully move the politicians and get
us the traction that we need."

On June 22 in Washington, the Knights of
Columbus sponsored a 7 p.m. Mass at St. Joseph's
Church on Capitol Hill, followed by a candlelight
vigil on the U.S. Capitol grounds.

The national event will culminate with a July 4
noon Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine
of the Immaculate Conception in Washington.

Wiering is a staff writer at The Catholic Review,
the newspaper of the Baltimore Archdiocese.

By Maria Wiering
Catholic News Service

Archbishop William Lori of Baltimore delivers the homily at Fortnight for Freedom Mass June 21 in D.C.
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Commentary

The "Edict of Milan," 1,700 years later
The "Edict of Milan," whose milleseptuacentennial (so to

speak) is being marked this year, wasn't an edict and was-
n't issued at Milan. Still, its enormous impact on the histo-
ry of the Church and the West is well worth pondering on
this 1,700th anniversary.

In his magisterial study, The First Thousand Years,
Robert Louis Wilken sets the historical record straight:

"In … 313 … Licinius (the eastern Roman emperor) and
Constantine (the western emperor) had met in Milan. The
occasion was the marriage of Licinius to Constantine's half-
sister, Constantia. But the two emperors used the occasion
to discuss matters of state and agreed on a policy concern-
ing the practice of religion. During the summer of 313
Licinius sent letters to provincial governors … in the East,
in Asia Minor and Syria, granting Christians the rights
they had already acquired in the West and restoring their
property. This letter has often been called the "Edict of
Milan" but the term is a misnomer. It was not an edict but
a letter posted by Licinius from several cities in the East,
such as Nicomedia, the residence of the emperor. Like other
official correspondence, however, it was written in the name
of both emperors and its content reflects the hand of
Constantine." 

Licinius's letter, Wilken notes, involved all religions, not
just Christianity; it went beyond mere toleration and
embodied a more robust idea of religious freedom, based on
the conviction that true faith and true worship cannot be
compelled; and it treated the Church as a corporate body
with legal rights, including property-owning rights. Thus
the not-really-an-Edict of Nicomedia and Elsewhere
cemented into the foundations of the West ideas first
sketched by the Christian philosopher Lactantius: that
coercion and true religious faith don't mix because "God
wishes to be adored by people who are free" (as Joseph
Ratzinger would rewrite Lactantius a millennium and a
half later, in the 1986 Instruction on Christian Freedom
and Liberation). The rather humane provisions of the mis-
named "Edict of Milan" were not infrequently ignored in
subsequent western history; but that doesn't alter the fact
that the "Edict" had a profound and, in many respects, ben-
eficial influence on the future of the West.

There was a shadow side to all this, however. For what we
know as the "Edict of Milan" marked the beginning of the

Christian Church's deep entanglement
with state power.

The immediate effects of the
Constantinian settlement, both good and
ill, were limned with customary wit and
literary skill by Evelyn Waugh in the
novel Helena. After 313, the tombs of the
martyrs were publicly honored; so were
the martyr-confessors, often disfigured by
torture, who emerged from the Christian
underground to kiss each others' wounds
at the first ecumenical Council. Before
those heroes met at Nicaea in 325, though, grave theologi-
cal questions had gotten ensnared up in imperial court
intrigues and ecclesiastical politics. Later unions of altar
and throne led to a general cultural forgetting of
Lactantius's wisdom, as the Church employed the "civil
arm" to enforce orthodoxy. Protestantism proved no less
vulnerable to the temptation to coercion than Catholicism
and Orthodoxy; one might even argue that the 17th-centu-
ry Peace of Westphalia, which ended the European wars of
religion by establishing the principle of cuius regio eius reli-
gio (the prince's religion is the people's religion), reversed
the accomplishments of the "Edict of Milan"-and was, in
fact, the West's first modern experiment in the totalitarian
coercion of consciences.

Very few 21st-century Christians would welcome a
return to state establishments of religion as the accepted
norm. So however much the Constantinian settlement led
Christianity into what some regard as a lengthy
Babylonian captivity to state power, the "Edict of Milan"
also affirmed truths that have proven stronger over time
than the temptation to use Caesar for God's work. Today's
challenge is quite different: it's the temptation to let Caesar,
in his various forms, reduce religious conviction to a priva-
cy right of lifestyle choice.

Lactantius knew that religious conviction is more than
that. Seventeen-hundred years later, so should the Obama
administration and the West's radical secularists.

George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics
and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel's col-
umn is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register. Phone:
303-715-3215.

When the Rolling Stones got it right...

As a pastor, people feel comfortable giving me feedback.
Sometimes, they can feel too comfortable for my taste but
them's the breaks. For instance, after Sunday Masses, very
frequently, folks coming out of Mass will shake my hand
and say, "Thanks, Father. I enjoyed that." Don't get me
wrong; it's not as though I want people to stream past me
saying, "That was terrible and painful to endure." It's just
that I don't what the statement means.

When I make the statement, "I enjoyed that," it follows a
new issue of Mark Waid's Daredevil comic or the most
recent Zack Snyder movie, Man of Steel. (Spoiler alert: it's
60 percent of a good movie and 30 percent dedicated to per-
manent hearing loss. You're welcome.) It never occurred to
me to connect enjoyment and the celebration of the liturgy.

That last sentence probably suggests to some readers
that this article will be a first salvo in "Liturgy Wars 2013."
I would say those readers, stay thy hand and sheathe thy
claymore because I'm not going there. I'm not going to get
into the middle of a squabble about the extraordinary form
versus ordinary form or the merits of Latin over guitars. If
you want to have that fight, I recommend getting your own
blog and duking it out there. (No, seriously, there's a lot of
Internet; go over there while I finish this article.)

I'm after something more basic. To understand the litur-
gy you must see a difference in the times when you are to
give and when you are to receive.

Last Sunday, the first reading recounted the calling of
Elisha as successor to Elijah. It's an emotional moment
found in 1 Kings 19:16-21. I'll give you a moment to look it
up. It's emotional as it signals the end of Elijah's earthly life
and ministry but it's equal parts strange as well.

The sign of God's election comes when Elijah throws his
mantle about Elisha's shoulders. Elisha, immediately cog-
nizant of what the gesture means, runs to Elijah in order to
ask for a reprieve. Because Elisha will become God's mouth-
piece, Elisha will never see his family again: He will belong
totally to God and God's mission for Elisha. Elijah's reply is
the weird part. What does Elijah mean by saying, "Have I

done anything to you?" 
Elijah's will and heart are rooted in

God and that inner relationship from
which the mission as prophet springs;
with zeal, Elijah has been greatly zeal-
ous for the Lord. Elijah underscores
that this mantle isn't Elijah's to give.
Elijah has heard the Lord, he has
obeyed the Lord, and now Elisha must
decide how he will reply. Elisha's reply will go not to Elijah
but to God himself. Those are the stakes at play.

Now this next piece is a guess on my part but I think it
makes sense. Why slaughter the 12 yoke of oxen? Because
Elisha offers a thanksgiving sacrifice to God for being called
to succeed Elijah. In essence, Elisha's response is "Look at
what God has given to me! Let's celebrate!"

I suspect that at our own thanksgiving sacrifice, the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass, we come, still demanding more and
more of God. Frankly, we need to stop that. Everything
about the Mass (and all the sacraments and yes, even our
personal life of prayer) stems from the gift of God. We pro-
claim words and works not our own; we perform actions and
gestures not of our making totally; we come into the life of
God through a gift of faith we neither deserve nor could
merit. "I enjoyed that" betrays a spirit of entitlement unbe-
coming of a disciple. The liturgy, the public worship of the
Church, is our participation in the work of God begun since
the foundation of the world. What else would you like to
receive at Mass? It's all already present for the taking.

When we come to Mass, this is our time to return a gift to
Jesus, and hence to the Holy Trinity. Praying with and
through our divine Head, we can give fitting praise to
Father and in the power of the Holy Spirit, glorify God as
sons and daughters, made so by adoption. And only when
that correct posture is restored can we receive the gifts God
wants to give us.

You can't always get what you want. But I find some-
times, that, when you follow's God's arrangements, you
always get what you need. (Mick Jagger, please don't sue
me.) 

By George
Weigel

By Father Shane Tharp
For the Sooner Catholic
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Saint Gregory's Abbey to host summer retreats
St. Gregory's Abbey, Shawnee, Okla.,

announces its summer retreat pro-
gram for 2013. On the weekend of July
5 to 7, Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen will
lead the reflections "The Incarnation of
Love — Holiness  in the Rule of Saint
Benedict."  On the weekend of July 26
to 28, Father Charles Buckley will
share with retreatants the spirituality
of Saint Francis de Sales.

Abbot Lawrence explains his topic in
this way: "The Second Vatican Council
emphasized that all baptized persons
are called to a life of holiness. But often
we are still left with the question of
what constitutes holiness and how one
can arrive at holiness. So I will look at
how Saint Benedict brings holiness
from the Scriptures and the realm of
theory into the reality of daily life as
the embodiment of love."  

Abbot Lawrence brings to this topic
his own life in the monastery and his
roles of leadership. Abbot Lawrence
made monastic profession on July 11,
1985. He was ordained to the priest-
hood on Aug. 6, 1994. He holds a doc-

torate in Sacred Theology with an
emphasis on Monastic Studies from
Pontifical Athenaeum of Saint Anselm,
the Benedictine university in Rome.
He served for eight years as the
President of Saint Gregory's
University and remains on the theolo-
gy faculty. He was elected as the 10th
abbot of Saint Gregory's Abbey on Jan.
6, 2006.

Father Charles will look at the
thought of another great figure in the
history of Christian spirituality, anoth-
er writer who thought that the spiritu-
al life should not be restricted to a cer-
tain class or group within the church.

"St. Francis de Sales has been quot-
ed often recently," Father Charles said.
"That may be unusual for a spiritual
writer from the early 1600s. But he is
important now for the same reasons he
was important in his own time: open-
ing the spiritual life to a wide range of
Christians, not just those in religious
profession. He wrote his Introduction
to the Devout Life to open the doors to
the spiritual life to people in various

circumstances, realizing that king and
pauper, ancient and modern will differ
legitimately in the ways they conceive
of God and cultivate intimacy with
God. The goal, as always, will be to
enhance the way we experience and
live out our relationship with God and
our neighbor in the place we occupy in
space and time, within the continuum
of all space and time."

Father Charles professed vows as a

monk of Saint Gregory's Abbey on Aug.
15, 1966, and was ordained to the
priesthood on June 20, 1970. He holds
a doctorate in Mathematics Education
from Columbia University. He serves
as assistant vocations director for
Saint Gregory's Abbey and professor of
mathematics at Saint Gregory's
University, where he has taught for 40
years. He has been offering retreats in
this retreat program for 20 years.

Summer retreats at Saint Gregory's Abbey
When: Retreat 1 is 8 p.m. Friday, July 5, to 3 p.m. Sunday, July 7, and

Retreat 2 is 8 p.m. Friday, July 26, to 3 p.m. Sunday, July 28
Where: Registration in the lobby of the university residence halls at 6

p.m. the first night of each retreat, conference in the Shawnee
Community Room of the Rockford Center on the Saint Gregory's
University Shawnee campus

Why: To deepen faith and spirituality
For more information or to register: Call Father Charles Buckley

at (405) 878-5462, email cjbuckley@stgregorys.edu, or visit
www.monksok.org and click on the "abbey involvement" tab.

IF YOU GO

Oklahoma Totus Tuus team finds joy and satisfaction in service of others 

This summer, parish youth all over
Oklahoma will experience a total
immersion of faith, courtesy of a spe-
cially trained team of young Catholic
men and women.

The Totus Tuus of Oklahoma leader-
ship team — a group of college-aged
Catholics, including seminarians, from
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and
the Diocese of Tulsa — will present
weeklong, Gospel-centered retreats for
elementary- and high-school-aged chil-
dren at parishes throughout the state,
including in Ada, Alva, Chickasha,
Enid, Hennessey, Ponca City, Shawnee
and Oklahoma City.

Totus Tuus is a Catholic youth pro-
gram dedicated to sharing the Gospel
and promoting the Catholic faith
through catechesis, evangelization,
Christian witness and Eucharistic
worship, according to the program
website.

"The goal of Totus Tuus is to help
young people grow in the understand-
ing of, and strengthen their faith in,
Jesus Christ," the website states.

The program began in the Diocese of
Wichita, where Archbishop Paul
Coakley first served as a priest.

"I've been aware of Totus Tuus since
I was a priest in the Diocese of
Wichita," the archbishop said. "When I
was bishop in Salina, I established the
Totus Tuus program in that diocese
and, when I arrived in the Archdiocese
of Oklahoma City, I wanted to
strengthen the partnership between
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and
the Diocese of Tulsa, where Totus Tuus
had already been established."

Today, Totus Tuus of Oklahoma can
fairly be called a joint endeavor of both
Oklahoma dioceses. Several archdioce-
san priests — including Father Joseph
Irwin, pastor of Saint Francis Xavier

Church in Oklahoma City, and Father
Shane Tharp, pastor of Holy Name of
Jesus Church in Chickasha — assist in
the training of the Totus Tuus leader-
ship team. The Archdiocese also
assigns college-aged seminarians to
serve as Totus Tuus team members in
the summer.

"Totus Tuus has been a very effec-
tive evangelization and catechetical
tool for young people, as well as a
strong means of promoting vocations
for young men and women,"
Archbishop Coakley said.

The name Totus Tuus is a phrase in
Latin meaning "totally yours" and was
Blessed Pope John Paul II's apostolic
motto. It originated from a Marian con-
secration prayer composed by Saint
Louis de Montfort. With the words of
the prayer, de Montfort consecrated
himself to Jesus through Mary and
prayed to be transformed into a com-
plete "disciple, imitator and slave of
Jesus."

The education goes both ways
Totus Tuus is especially effective

and unique because it has youth edu-
cate youth.

"It is extremely important to have
young witnesses of the faith," said
Totus Tuus of Oklahoma team mem-
ber Kaityln Favorite.

Fellow team member Annie
Burbank commented on the joys of
teaching young elementary school chil-
dren about the true presence of Christ
in the Eucharist.

"During Mass you see them point,
and they whisper to each other, 'Look,
that's Jesus!'" she said.

While its focus is on kids from ele-
mentary grades to high school, Totus
Tuus is also an unparalleled spiritual
program for the members and organiz-
ers.

By teaching children about the
Eucharist, for example, the teachers
relearn the childlike wonder that is the
natural accompaniment to witnessing
the Eucharistic true presence of
Christ.

As the Gospel of Matthew puts it,
"Verily I say to you, unless ye are con-
verted and become as little children, ye
will not at all enter into the kingdom of
the heavens" (Mt. 18:3).

"I joined Totus Tuus because I love
sharing my faith with young people,"
said team member Spencer Moseley. "I
also knew that Totus Tuus would give
me the environment in which I could
grow closer to Christ." 

Burbank seconded Moseley.
"I really didn't want to have another

summer where I backtracked in my
spiritual life," Burbank said.

The intense prayer schedule for each
leadership team member comprises
daily rosaries, divine chaplet, Mass,
liturgy of the hours, gospel reflection
and private, meditative prayer. It pro-
vides a spiritual structure that most
college students never experience. This
was one of the main reasons Favorite
applied to the program.

"I came because I knew I need a kick
in the butt with discipline," she admit-
ted. "The prayer schedule is rigorous,
and you don't sleep."

Storing up treasure in heaven
The leadership team works every

day, from sunup to sundown — start-
ing and ending with prayer — for nine
weeks straight.

"It is incredibly tiring. I have never
been this tired in my life. I could liter-
ally fall asleep anywhere at any time,"
Moseley said.

Though Totus Tuus is exhausting for
its leaders, it is as full of rewards for
them as it is for the people they serve.

Team member Jacob Hobbs, who is
on his second year with the program,
said Totus Tuus changed his life.

"I love Totus Tuus," Hobbs said. "For
a while, I was a fallen away Catholic.
When I came back, Totus Tuus taught
me a lot about my faith."

Second-year Totus Tuus team mem-
ber and Diocese of Tulsa seminarian
Jon Fincher notes that it can be lone-
some to be a Catholic in Oklahoma —
and says Totus Tuus reminds partici-
pants they aren't alone in their faith.

"Being in Oklahoma, in the middle
of the Bible belt, it is primarily impor-
tant, especially because some of these
rural parishes may not have any other
teaching programs for their kids
except for this one week," Fincher said.

"Nearly all the high schoolers have
told us: 'I'm the only Catholic in my
high school,'" Favorite added.

Totus Tuus, above all else, teaches
the value of service and the truth that
happiness lies only in total love and
service. The job of the Totus Tuus team
member directly mirrors Jesus' own
evangelization on earth more than
2,000 years ago.

"When you're not getting to do what
you want, ever," Fincher says, "you find
that you are actually happier."

By renouncing themselves, Fincher
and his teammates are totally His.
They are Totus Tuus.

Michael G. Kietzman studies English
education and theology at Saint
Gregory's University and is a freelance
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Jacob Hobbs, Kaityln Favorite, Jon Fincher and Annie Burbank

By Michael Kietzman 
For the Sooner Catholic

For more information about
Totus Tuus of Oklahoma, visit
dioceseoftulsayouth.org and
click on the "Totus Tuus" but-
ton at the top of the page.
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Meet Our
Seminarians

This is the sixth part in a 24-
part series to introduce the semi-
narians of the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City to the people they
will one day serve as priests.

Meet Daniel Grover

1. What is your home parish? 
Saint Andrew's Catholic Church in Moore, Okla.
2. What seminary do you attend? 
Conception Seminary for college and Saint

Meinrad School of Theology for theology
3. If it is God's will, what year will you be

ordained a priest?
2015
4. How old were you when you first thought that

God might be calling you to the priesthood?
The first time I considered priesthood as more

than just a child wanting to do something when
he grows up was probably during high school at
Bishop McGuinness. I was very involved with my
parish youth group and active in the school, as
well. I went on a retreat called Catholic Heart
Workcamp that really allowed me to come to know
God in a more intimate and personal way, and,
from then on, I have felt a tug to the life of min-
istry.

5. What is your favorite subject in the seminary? 
My favorite non-theological class was astrono-

my. My favorite theological class was on Catholic
schools: past, present and future.

6. What is the most important thing you have
learned in the seminary so far?

The most important thing that I have learned is
that God makes us each with our own gifts and
talents. As such, I am called to be the best me that
I can be.

7. What do you look forward to most about
becoming a priest?

This year, I have been on a pastoral year. This
year I have been given the unique ability to see in
a more intimate way what it means to be a priest
and have a priestly identity. That being said, I
look forward to continuing the work that I have
been able to do this year in a more concrete man-
ner and to be able to administer the sacraments.

8. Who is your favorite saint? 
Saint Gregory the Great. He is known above all

for his magnificent contributions to the liturgy of
the Mass and Office. He is one of the four great
doctors of the Latin Church.

9. Name one thing that every Catholic needs to
know.

Though we are sinners, we are never too far
gone that God, in His infinite mercy, will leave us
or forsake us. He is ever ready for us to turn to
Him, no matter what we have done. God's love is
everlasting and eternal.

10. Describe your relationship with Christ.
Like many, my relationship with Christ is never

stagnant. It is an always-changing and always-
evolving relationship. I know that I can count on
Christ to shepherd me through my bad times, and
to help me carry the weight of whatever crosses
may come in my life.

11. Why choose a life of sacrificial love in any
vocation rather than a life of self-gratification?

As with material gain, self-gratification is stag-
nant, and one day will be no more. Sacrificial
love, however, is always evolving and always grow-
ing. As we get closer to God, we begin to realize
that love is the answer. Even to the most difficult
questions, love, or lack of love is the answer. With
that being said, which is better?  Love that is
fleeting and cheap, or love that has the ability to
offer true and eternal happiness?

Newly ordained priest to serve as chaplain
of Bishop McGuinness High School

The newest priest of the Archdiocese, Father
Brian Buettner, ordained yesterday, June 29, 2013,
will begin his priesthood as chaplain of Bishop
McGuinness High School and Associate Pastor at
the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. As
Associate Pastor at the Cathedral, Father Buettner
will also have duties to Corpus Christi Parish in
Oklahoma City and Saint Robert Bellarmine in
Jones.

As chaplain of Bishop McGuinness, Father
Buettner will provide the sacraments for the school
community, aid in planning retreats and visit class-
es.

Principal David Morton said he is excited about
Father Buettner's assignment.

"As a young and vibrant priest, I believe Father
will have an immediate impact on our students,"
Morton said. "They are always interested in their
call to religious life and all that entails. Because
Father will not be the main person in charge of one
of our larger parishes, my hope is that his presence
will shine an even brighter light on Christ's pres-
ence in our school." 

For Archbishop Coakley, Father Buettner's wit-
ness of lived vocation is also an important aspect of
his chaplaincy position.

"It's a natural fit for him to be there, and it's
important to have a priest chaplain at the high
schools to guide the students, to witness, a promo-
tion of vocation of all sorts, someone who is present
to them," the archbishop said.

An important part of this witness is the sacra-
mental life. For Father Buettner, offering the sacra-
ments to the people of the church is central to his
vocation as a priest.

"Our Christian life is centered upon the sacra-
ments of the church," Father Buettner said. "Being
able to bring people to these fonts of grace on a daily
basis will be a great blessing in my life as a priest.
I am specifically looking forward to assisting people
in mending their relationship with God through the
sacrament of penance." 

Father Buettner will be offering these "fonts of
grace" alongside Father John Metzinger, rector of
the Cathedral. Father Metzinger was pastor of
Saint Mark the Evangelist in Norman during
Father Buettner's teenage years at the parish.
Father Buettner is looking forward to working with
his former pastor. "It will be a great blessing to
work with [Father Metzinger] and learn from him
during my first years as a priest." 

Father Metzinger is also anticipating Father
Buettner's place at the Cathedral and feels privi-
leged to have witnessed Father Buettner's vocation-
al journey.

"One of the great joys in the life of a priest is to
see God working in someone's life over a period of
years," Father Metzinger said. "I remember Brian
as a bright, enthusiastic teenager. I know that he
will bring that same intelligence and enthusiasm to
his ministry as a priest. I look forward to working
together in the service of God's people. People are
going to love Father Buettner!"

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick is a freelance
writer and math tutor living in Oklahoma City.

By Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick
For the Sooner Catholic

Archbishop Paul Coakley and Deacon Brian Buettner at the altar during Mass June 25 at the Catholic Pastoral
Center chapel. Archbishop Coakley blessed Deacon Buettner’s chalice and paten at that Mass.

Obituary — Sister Henrice Billion, OP
SINSINAWA, Wis. — Sister Henrice Billion, OP,

died June 15, 2013, at Saint Dominic Villa. The
funeral Mass was held in Queen of the Rosary
Chapel at Sinsinawa June 19, 2013, followed by
burial in the Motherhouse Cemetery.

Sister Henrice made her first religious profession
as a Sinsinawa Dominican March 8, 1937, and her
final profession Aug. 5, 1940. She taught for 35
years, served as principal for 17 years, was librari-
an for four years, substitute taught for three years
and ministered in the transportation department
for nine years. Sister Henrice served in Illinois,
Oklahoma, Wisconsin, Colorado, California, South
Dakota, Iowa and Nebraska.

In the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, Sister
Henrice taught at Saint Martin de Porres,
Oklahoma City, 1942-1951.

Sister Henrice was born Nov. 10, 1916, in Sioux
Falls, S.D., the daughter of Alphonse and Coralie
(VanderGoore) Billion. Her parents; two sisters,
Yvonne Miller and Sister Alphonsine Billion, OP;
and two brothers, an infant and Henry Billion, pre-
ceded her in death. She is survived by nieces,
nephews and her Dominican Sisters with whom she
shared life for 76 years.

Memorials may be made to the Sinsinawa
Dominicans, 585 County Road Z, Sinsinawa, WI,
53824-9701 or online at www.sinsinawa.org by
clicking on "Donate Now," then "Honor and
Memorial Gift." 

Repeat broadcasts of the wake and funeral for
Sister Henrice are available online at
www.Sinsinawa.org/live. Click on the "on demand"
tab.
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Daily Mass attendees find peace, friendship and fulfillment

Betty Kierl is 92 years old and needs a walker to
get to the 7:30 a.m. Mass at Saint Francis of Assisi
in Oklahoma City.

She brought 10 children into the world, has 29
grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren. One of
her daughters drops her off and another one picks
her up.

Kierl says she comes to daily Mass because she
"simply can't function without being here."  

She's been coming to Mass every day for about
56 years, first in Chickape, Kan., and now here.
She says she doesn't think about coming; she just
does.

"It's just like putting your shoes on," she says.
June and Jack Hovorka have been married for

56 years and began attending daily Mass at Saint
Francis when they bought a house across the street
from the church in 1972.

Couples' prayer is a special blessing to the
Church, and June says daily Mass is simply "how
to start the day."  

"Saturday feels empty," she finds; there is no
Saturday morning Mass at Saint Francis.

Jack says he prays for his family, for those in
government and "to thank the Lord for what he
has given us."

Noon Mass at Saint Joseph's Old Cathedral in
Oklahoma City finds Army Sgt. James Johnson in
attendance, in uniform at that.

Daily Mass "is a part of my life that is very
important," said Johnson, who works in informa-
tion technology with the National Guard in
Oklahoma City. He wants to "spend time with
Christ as much as possible."

Stacy Humbert also attends the noon Mass.
Humbert is a new member of the Catholic Church,
having been baptized this Easter. Even before join-
ing the Church, she was drawn to attending Mass
and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.

Now she said she wants Mass and Communion
"not just on Sunday." She wants these things to be
"a part of (her) everyday life."  Clearly, this
Oklahoma Department of Commerce employee has
found something very special in the "Bread of
Angels."

Some 40 men and women attend Mass at 6:30

a.m. at Christ the King Church in Nichols Hills.
Mike Krenger says it is just "a good way to start

the day." 
Bob and Jodie Lukeman also like early morning

Mass.
Jodie says this time of day is "beautiful,"  that,

unlike at weekend Masses, there are "no distrac-
tions."  

Husband Bob is praying for an 82-year-old
Marine acquaintance of his who died recently, a
man noteworthy because, in addition to serving his
country, he "could still fit in his uniform at 82!"  

Bill Miller is at Christ the King by ten 'til six; he
sets up for Mass. He comes "to honor God."  Daily
Mass is a practice he picked up from his wife,
whom he met at a church wine and cheese social.

One man on the way to his car called out, "Know
why I come to the 6:30 a.m. Mass?  Because we
don't have an eight o'clock Mass!"

All of these people have found a kind of home in
attending daily Mass. They feel settled here,

friends with each other, friends in Christ. They are
not there simply as petitioners, asking for health
for a friend, help with finding a job or an increase
in vocations, although certainly many pray for all
these things and more.

They come as to a friend, a loved one. They find
here what Thomas á Kempis in The Imitation of
Christ calls "the sweet refreshment of the soul."
Most can't quite put it into words, but all feel that
the daily reception of Christ in the most Blessed
Sacrament of the altar gives them something they
simply cannot do without.

Daily Mass is a pious devotion. It's a Church
tradition. Everyone has heard someone extolled in
a eulogy as "a daily Communicant" — but what
ultimately draws these people to Mass every day is
not mere piety or tradition. Nor can it really be
explained — only experienced. It's Christ Himself.

J.E. Helm is an adjunct professor of English at
several area colleges and a freelance writer for the
Sooner Catholic.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

CNS photo /Tom McCarthy Jr., Catholic Review

Father Stanley answers atheists

EDMOND — Father Cory Stanley,
parochial vicar of Saint Monica Parish, pre-
sented a defense of Christian beliefs,
"Answering Atheist Friends," Saturday, June
15, at the Saint Monica Parish Hall. One of
the parish's adult faith enrichment events, it
took place after the 5 p.m. Mass, with sand-
wiches, salad and potluck dessert.

In his brief talk, Father Stanley mentioned
a few points about the existence of God that
any Catholic may discuss with atheist
friends. Father Stanley based his talk on the
book "The Godless Delusion," by Catholic
apologists Patrick Madrid and Kenneth
Hensley, and the lectures and talks of
Catholic philosopher Peter Kreeft.

In the first part of his talk, Father Stanley
described "naturalism,"a worldview common-
ly held by modern atheists. It is the belief
that only natural, material forces account for
the universe, and that only the observations
of science offer truth. Father Stanley lament-
ed the fact that, today, science — which is
really only one method for knowing the world
— is conflated with the totality of knowledge
itself. Furthermore, naturalism is taken for
granted in school textbooks for all ages.

Catholicism teaches a larger view of the
universe, claiming that scientific observation
is not the only means of understanding it.

Catholics are not against science; however,
they believe that it is part of a larger whole
and that knowledge acquired by faith and
reason is equally absolute and real.The
truths God has given through revelation also
explain the universe.

The second part of the presentation dis-
cussed morality. Catholics believe that right
and wrong are absolute truths, written by
God in the heart of every person and revealed
to the world in Scripture. Using the example
of the recent tornadoes, Father Stanley noted
that atheists and Christians alike felt com-
passion for the victims and wanted to help.
Many atheists exhibit moral behavior — they
love their children, give to the poor and value
human life. The question, then, is how do
they account for these feelings and actions
without a God who made the laws of morali-
ty?

Concluding his talk, Father Stanley said
that the purpose of apologetics is not to argue
with people, but that "we are called to loving-
ly challenge people to question their world-
view." Starting a conversation with atheist
friends will hopefully allow both parties to
understand one another better. Finding what
Catholics have in common with atheist
friends can be a good start for evangelization.

Brianna Osborne is a staff writer for the
Sooner Catholic.

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic

Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma
grants scholarships to summer camp
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma has awarded summer

camp scholarships to six Catholic youth in the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City to enable them to attend Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Youth Camp.

Aaron Dolney of Saint Andrew Church in Moore, Toni Fidel of
Our Lady's Cathedral in Oklahoma City, Jacob Jackson of Saint
Joseph Church in Blackwell, Sami Marshall-Dunn of Saint John
the Baptist Church in Edmond, Brandon Serrano of Holy Cross
Church in Madill and Brittany Zink of Saint Joseph Church in
Blackwell all will benefit from various CFO scholarships to
attend camp.

Dolney and Marshall-Dunn will each receive a Jacob Meier
Memorial Endowment Fund Scholarship. Fidel will receive the
Robert A. Streets Family Endowment Fund Scholarship.
Jackson, Serrano and Zink will each receive a Catholic
Foundation Director's Fund Scholarship.

The Jacob Meier Memorial Endowment Fund was established
by family and friends in memory of Jake Meier, a former camper
and counselor at the youth summer camp who passed away in
2009. The scholarship in Meier's memory serves as a reminder
of a talented, loving and caring young man whose faith guided
him in the right direction.

The Robert A. Streets Family Endowment for Our Lady of
Guadalupe Youth Camp was established in 2000. Mr. Streets was
enthusiastic about helping to make sure all Catholic youth in the
archdiocese had the camping experience.

To establish a scholarship fund at the Catholic Foundation or
to contribute to either the Robert A. Streets Family Endowment
Fund or the Jacob Meier Memorial Endowment Fund for Camp
Scholarships send your tax-deductible gift to the Catholic
Foundation, P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123 or online
at www.cfook.org. For more information, call (405) 721-4115.
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"Bigger and better" Love Run benefits the Center for Family Love
The second annual "Love Run" to benefit the Center for Family Love was even
"bigger and better" than the first, according to information from Lisa
McConnell, CFL director of human resources. The poker run for motorcyclists
and hot rod enthusiasts encompassed seven stops, including Eischen's in
Okarche, Okla., Gilmore's Pub in El Reno, Okla., and Café Nova in Oklahoma
City. At each stop, participants drew playing cards from a deck. At the end of
the evening, high and low poker hands won prizes. The event netted $6,000, all
of which advances the mission of the Center for Family Love to provide quality
lifetime care for adults with developmental disabilities.

Bishop McGuinness students rally to help "beloved teacher" after tornado
When incoming Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School sophomore
class president Ryan Mai-Do and his fellow class officers learned that
their "beloved" freshman theology teacher, Clyde Grover, was displaced
from his severely damaged home as a result of the May 21 tornado in
Moore, Okla., they were overcome by a desire to help him and the entire
Grover family, which includes archdiocesan seminarian Danny Grover
(see page 6). They planned a car wash and designated that all proceeds
would go directly to the Grovers. The June 22 "Moore-wash" outside of All
Souls Episcopal Church in Oklahoma City raised more than $2,000 with-
in six hours and donations are still coming in, according to an email from
Mai-Do.

"Our teacher (Clyde Grover) has done so much for the student body, and,
not only has he served us as a community, he has done his service in the
air force! He has always been there for any student when tough times
occur, and now we're paying it forward to such a dedicated, prestigious
and loving person," said Bishop McGuinness incoming sophomore class
president Ryan Mai-Do, who organized "Moore-wash" to support the
Grover family after the May 21 tornado in Moore, Okla., rendered the
Grover home unlivable. "We had around 20 volunteers. I'm proud of the
people my classmates have become and the generosity of the community as
we rebuild."

The Catholic Foundation

Donating Crops or Livestock
There is a strong desire of rural donors to make gifts of

crops or livestock to the Catholic Foundation. The reason
beyond the desire to support the Catholic Church in
Oklahoma is that individuals who donate grain or live-
stock can deduct the cost of production as a business
expense. This can result in a substantial tax savings to the
donor. 

For example, a parishioner is thinking about contribut-
ing 1,000 bushels of soybeans to the Foundation for the
benefit of their parish endowment fund. This represents
15 acres of production. The parishioner's cost of produc-
tion was $4,000, and the fair market value at the time of
the donation was $5,000. 

If he or she were to sell the beans and use the proceeds
to donate $5,000 to the parish, the donors could receive a
charitable tax deduction of $1,400 (assuming a 28 percent
tax bracket and assuming that they have enough deduc-
tions to exceed the standard deduction). 

Instead, the parishioner donates the beans directly to the
Foundation for the benefit of the parish endowment and
is able to deduct the entire $4,000 of production expense
on the donor's Schedule F. This has an additional benefit
of lowering their taxable and self-employment income.
Because the parishioner does not have a basis in the grain,
he or she is not entitled to a charitable deduction.
However, by donating the grain directly to the
Foundation, the parishioner secured a greater financial
benefit than if he or she had simply sold the grain and
donated the proceeds. 

For more information about making a crop or livestock
gift to the Catholic Church in Oklahoma, contact:

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in Your Estate Plans

For more information on Planned Giving contact:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405)721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org

CORNERSTONE

Carmelite Sisters 
celebrate 95 years
The Carmelite Sisters of Saint Therese cele-
brated 95 years of service to the church in
Oklahoma on Saturday, June 8. Former stu-
dents and others who have benefited from the
ministry of the Sisters joined them for a cele-
bration at Villa Teresa in Oklahoma City. "We
have been faithful to the founding charisms of
our small congregation," Sister Immaculata
Commet, librarian and archivist at Villa
Teresa, said. "We trust there will be a remnant
of our community still daily praising God (by
the 100th anniversary of the order)." 

Know of a parish or other church-related event that should be included
in "Around the Archdiocese"? Send the basic WHO, WHAT, WHEN and
WHERE, along with a quote and photos, to tips@archokc.org. We'll publish
as many photos as space permits and, if we're unable to publish it in print,
we just might feature it on our Facebook page! 

Your event could be on this page

"Just as we saw the number of participants increase this year from last, we hope to
continue to grow this event and get the message out about our mission to as many
folks as possible," Center for Family Love human resources director Lisa McConnell
said of the organization's second annual "Love Run" fundraiser. "In planning this
event, I continue to be amazed at the generosity and compassion of the community
and those that come from near and far to participate. Oklahoma is full of great folks
who understand the importance of helping those less fortunate."
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Catholic females find their voice in grassroots movement
Breaking Through: Catholic

Women Speak for Themselves by
Helen Alvaré (Our Sunday Visitor,

2012)
Reviewed by Anamaría

Scaperlanda Biddick
During the congressional hearings

on religious liberty and the
Department of Health and Human
Services so-called "contraception
mandate," Congresswoman Carolyn
Maloney (D-NY) asked of the propo-
nents of religious liberty, "Where are
the women?"  

George Mason law professor Helen
Alvaré answered in an open letter to
President Barack Obama opposing
the mandate. The letter, cosigned by
Catholic Voices USA director Kim
Daniels, sparked a grassroots move-
ment. Within three months, nearly
30,000 women had added their signa-
tures to the letter, which spread from
woman to woman. Women organized
rallies, wrote letters to their senators
and representatives, and created
YouTube videos to convey their con-
cern that religious liberty is taking a
backseat to an ill-construed notion of
sexual freedom — not to mention an
ill-construed understanding of
health, the body and health care.

The latest outgrowth of the move-
ment is Alvaré's compilation book,
Breaking Through: Catholic Women
Speak for Themselves (Our Sunday
Visitor, 2012, $16.95), which offers
perspectives from nine different
women on relevant topics — includ-
ing artificial contraception, material-
ism and the single life — that may be
read alone or together. The book
offers insightful reading, especially
during this Fortnight for Freedom, as
it illustrates the fullness of "Freedom
of Religion."

Each author explores a topic to
which she has a personal connection.
The book opens with Alvaré's own
story of coming to embrace her voca-
tion as a mother. From a young age,
Alvaré could not understand why
people, particularly women, have
children. As a young adult, this reti-
cence grew, partly under feminist
influence that valued paid work and
professional ambitions over family
life and motherhood. As a daughter
of the Church, however, Alvaré con-
tinued to hear praises of motherhood.
Time, coupled with a growing feeling
that something was missing in her
relationship with her husband,
changed her attitude. After birthing
and raising three children and losing
many more to miscarriage, Alvaré
now sees motherhood as the most
important aspect of her life.

In another chapter, May Hallan
FioRito, J.D., explores the tension
between wasteful consumerism and a
godly desire for beauty. Additionally,
FioRito discusses a healthy detach-
ment from and attachment to our
possessions by being good stewards
of what we have. Good stewardship,
she makes clear, includes generosity
to the needs of our neighbor.

Two doctors, one a gynecologist
and the other a pediatrician, wrestle
with  the "truths" they were taught

in medical school.
Marie Anderson, M.D., like most

doctors, was taught that contracep-
tion, sterilization and abortion aided
women. Through her experience pro-
viding health care for women, she
learned this is not the case. Through
her experience with the Church, she
came to see there is a better way.

Similarly, Michelle A. Cretella,
M.D., was taught that same-sex
attraction is innate and immutable-
and consequently believed that
homosexual action must be morally
permissible. Dr. Cretella shares how
she came to share the Church's view
that same-sex-attracted individuals,
like all people, are called to lives of
chastity-and that human beings can
live happy lives without sex, but not
without love.

In addition to the insights gained
on particular topics, the book beauti-
fully illustrates the struggle to live a
life of faith. Many of the women have
grappled with particular teachings of
the Church; each of these women
prayed, studied and asked for guid-
ance to come to a better understand-
ing of the Church's teaching. In
other chapters, the authors detail
their labor to live out the faith in
their busy, everyday lives, inspiring
all of us who strive to do the same.

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick is
a freelance writer and math tutor liv-

No Dante, Dan Brown again displays antagonism toward Catholicism in Inferno
Inferno by Dan Brown (Doubleday,

2013, $16.19 on Amazon.com)

Reviewed by J.E. Helm
Dan Brown's latest book, Inferno

(published in May) instantly leapt to
the No. 1 spot on the New York Times
Bestseller List. It was issued in 13
languages and has received high
praise from The Boston Globe and
The Wall Street Journal as well as
the Times. Plans are in the works for
a film version of the book, and it will
no doubt earn millions for Brown as
did his previously most successful
book, The Da Vinci Code.

None of Brown's works have won
any literary prizes, and neither will
this one. This is popular fiction, plain
and simple. It is, admittedly, a
thriller of a detective story. Light
reading, it can be polished off pool-
side in a day or so. While it is an
impressive 461 pages, every chapter
ends with the remainder of its page
left blank, and there are 104 chapters
and an epilogue. With more conven-
tional  pagination, the text would fill
a little less than 400 pages. The chap-
ters are quite short and easy to read;
most are three to four pages with
only a few as long as eight pages.
Causing the reader to think that
Inferno is a substantial  work when
really it isn't is but one of the many
ways that Brown manipulates his
readers.

As is typical of Brown's novels,
there are twists and turns through-
out the plot. Each chapter ends with
a cliffhanger, a dramatic turn of

events that urges the reader onward.
The story is full of secret stairways,
encrypted messages, close escapes
and agents with names like FS-2080.
There is a gun-toting, spike-haired
female agent of an international
organization in black leather on a
motorcycle. One character's blond
ponytail is a wig; she is bald because
of a barely explained brain abnormal-
ity, which is also the cause of her IQ
of 208, and, just to add a little more
interest, the hero has amnesia
because of a drug given to him by an
opposing agent.

All this intrigue is set against the
very beautiful backdrop of the city of
Florence. Many of its art treasures
and its art history are detailed in the
novel so that the book seems to oper-
ate on more than one level. Then, too,

there are the many references to
Dante's Divine Comedy, whose first
book, Inferno (or hell), is the origin of
Brown's title. In all, this artistic
background provides an inviting set-
ting for the dramatic plot of the
novel.

Inferno's hero, once again, is
Robert Langdon, a Harvard professor
of "art history and symbology."
Eventually, we discover that he has
been pressed into service by the
World Health Organization to solve a
symbolism and art history puzzle in
time to prevent the unleashing of a
terrible worldwide plague. The
WHO's director, Elizabeth Sinskey, is
hot on the trail of Bertrand Zobrist, a
man who left behind a video version
of his intended plan for mankind
before leaping to his death from the
tower of a one-time Benedictine
abbey in Florence, Italy. Zobrist had
hired an international syndicate
called the Consortium to protect him
as he pursued his scientific research
in secret. The plot of the novel is
essentially a cat and mouse game
between agents of the Consortium
and agents of the WHO, with poor
Langdon caught in the middle.

The story opens with Langdon
inexplicably finding himself in pos-
session of a small, cylindrical device,
which, when shaken, produces
enough energy to make a wall display
of Botticelli's The Map of Hell, a
painting  inspired by Dante's Inferno.
The painting has been altered, how-
ever, in a way to reveal clues that
lead to still other pieces of art and
still other clues, all of which taken
together are used by Zobrist to

explain what he has done. The long
and short of  Zobrist's message is that
the worst places in hell are reserved
for those who fail to act when they
have the chance to prevent great
harm, and Zobrist is not about to be
one of them.

Zobrist is a Transhumanist. He
believes that the human race stands
on the threshold of a new era, an age
of great progress and great accom-
plishments. He also believes that
human beings are about to make
themselves extinct by overpopula-
tion, which will deplete all the
world's resources and completely
destroy the environment. Zobrist
develops a virus that will cause a
third of the world's population to
become sterile, and the virus has a
genetic component that will ensure
that a third of the world's population
will always be sterile. With the serv-
ices supplied him by the Consortium,
Zobrist develops his virus and makes
an elaborate plan for its release.

Zobrist left the video showing the
location of the plague device with the
Consortium. He directs them to
release the film shortly after his sui-
cide. The Consortium views the video,
and, against their stated policy,
decides to halt Zobrist's planned
attack. Unfortunately, no one can
recognize the location shown in the
film; unscrambling the video's  sym-
bolic clues that lead to the bomb's
location becomes the job of Robert
Langdon. The book's grand finale is
that, when the plague device is final-
ly found, it has already gone off.
Zobrist used his elaborate wealth to

continued on page 14
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Pilgrims venture monthly to National Shrine in Prague, Okla.

"The more you honor me, the more
I will bless you."  

These words, famously associated
with the Infant of Prague, were lived
out in full on June 23 during the
Year of Faith pilgrimage to the
National Shrine of the Infant Jesus
of Prague in Prague, Okla.

More than 200 people came to
honor the Christ child and cele-
brate a small slice of Catholic
heritage in Oklahoma.

The day began with Mass fol-
lowed by a special blessing for
the sick and the children.
Lunch was next with plenty of
time for fellowship and shop-
ping at the gift shop. The day
concluded with the novena
prayers to the Infant of
Prague and finally
Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament.

Those attending the pil-
grimage came from all over
the state and neighboring
states.

Eugene Price travels
from Saint Louis,
Mo., to the shrine
every month and
has been doing
so for the past
three to four
years.

"It has
strengthened
my faith over
the years,"
Price said. "It
was a gradual
thing — it wasn't
all at once
— I
h a v e

noticed that I have gotten spiritually
and physically stronger since coming
here."

The devotion to the Infant of
Prague dates back to the 16th centu-
ry when the namesake statue depict-

ing Jesus as a child was first created
by a monk who then allegedly gave it
to Saint Teresa of Avila.

Saint Teresa in turn gave it as a
gift to the mother of Spanish
Princess Maria Manriquez de Lara,
who bequeathed it to her daughter.

When Princess Maria moved from
Spain to Czechoslovakia to marry
Czech nobleman Vratislav Pernsytn,

she brought the statue with her as
a souvenir of her country.

The statue was later donated
to a Carmelite monastery and
its adjoining church of Our
Lady of Victories in Prague,

Czechoslovakia.
Devotion to the Infant of

Prague soon spread
throughout the world and
has continued for nearly
400 years.

Many miracles have
been attributed to this
devotion, and the
National Shrine in
Prague, Okla., has
recorded many cases.

"People call us all the
time and tell us about

their prayers being
answered" said

C e c i l i a
Hecker, an
employee of
the shrine.

S o m e
would say
the build-
ing of Saint
Wenceslaus

C a t h o l i c
Church, home

of the National
Shrine of

t h e

Infant Jesus of Prague, was itself a
miracle.

In 1947, the pastor of Saint
Wencelaus Catholic Church, Father
George Johnson, was in need of
funds to build a much-needed church

for his growing community.
While visiting his sick mother in a

hospital in California, Father
Johnson told the Sisters of Mercy
taking care of his mother about his
pressing need for funds to build a
church back in Oklahoma. They told
him about the devotion to the Infant
of Prague.

Father Johnson made a promise to
the Infant of Prague that he would
build a shrine in the child's honor if
he received what he needed. The
Sisters sent him home with a statue
of the infant and, within months,
Father Johnson had the money for
the church.

Father Johnson kept his promise
to the child Jesus and, in August of
1949, he petitioned Rome to estab-
lish the shrine.

According to shrine director
Rhonda Bartos, the National Shrine
hosts around 75,000 visitors a year.

"This year we expect that number
to increase because of the Year of

Faith," Bartos said.
So why are so many people devot-

ed to the Child Jesus?  
Father M. Price Oswalt, the cur-

rent rector of the shrine, said he
believes people are attracted to the
infancy of Jesus because "people can
relate to an infant." 

"They can put their hopes and
dreams in this child and see the pre-
ciousness of life," he said. "Who can-
not love a child?" 

The beautifully landscaped
grounds of the shrine provide a
peaceful atmosphere for prayer,
reflection and meditation.

"It's the best kept secret in
Oklahoma" said Father Oswalt.

The shrine is open daily from 7
a.m. to dusk and admission is free.

The National Shrine hosts
"Pilgrimage Sunday" every month on
the Sunday that falls between the
17th and 25th.

Connie Summers is a freelance
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Year of Faith pilgrimage site
By Connie Summers

For the Sooner Catholic

Prayer requests hang on a thanksgiving board at the church.

National Shrine of the Infant Jesus of Prague Pilgrimage Sundays
When: 11 a.m. Mass followed by lunch, novena prayers and

Benediction on the Sundays between the 17th and 25th of each month
Where: National Shrine of the Infant  Jesus of Prague, Prague, Okla.
For more information: Contact Rhonda Bartos, director, at (405) 567-

3080 or visit www.shrineofinfantjesus.com 

IF YOU GO
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Entre las mayores alegrías que tengo como un obispo es la oportunidad de
ordenar nuevos sacerdotes. Hay un gran sentido de la paternidad en la orde-
nación de los hombres que se convertirán en los padres espirituales de tan-
tos a lo largo de toda una vida de ministerio sacerdotal. Estos hombres se
unen a las filas de los colaboradores más cercanos y más queridos de un
obispo para el servicio a toda la Iglesia.

El sábado 29 de junio ordené Padre Brian Buettner un sacerdote de
Jesucristo para servir a la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City. ¡Le damos la
bienvenida! Las ordenaciones son un motivo de gran alegría y de acción de
gracias, no sólo para el nuevo sacerdote y su familia, sino para toda la
Iglesia. La ordenación sacerdotal marca el comienzo de un ministerio perma-
nente de enseñar, santificar y pastorear al pueblo de Dios como un icono de
Jesucristo, que no vino a ser servido, sino a servir.

Entre las mayores responsabilidades que cada obispo diocesano tiene esta
la de proveer y asignar sacerdotes para servir al pueblo de Dios. Este año

tenemos un nuevo sacerdote. El año que
viene, si Dios quiere, esperamos ordenar a
cinco. ¡Por favor, continúen orando para que el
Señor provea abundantes obreros para su
viña! La mies es mucha, pero cada vez es más
difícil el proporcionar sacerdotes como traba-
jadores para nuestras parroquias.

La próxima semana muchos de nuestros
sacerdotes comenzarán a servir en sus nuevos
nombramientos pastorales. Ellos tienen que
decir sus adioses y prepararse para comenzar
nuevos ministerios en otra parte de la viña
del Señor. Estas transiciones pueden ser momentos de dolor e incertidumbre
tanto para los sacerdotes y sus pueblos. Estos pueden ser momentos difí-
ciles. También pueden ser tiempos de renovación. Tengo una gran
admiración por la generosidad de nuestros sacerdotes que aceptan estas
nuevas responsabilidades pastorales con el corazón de un verdadero siervo y
pastor. También estoy agradecido por la comprensión de los feligreses para
quienes estos cambios pueden ser a menudo difíciles.

Estos cambios se producen debido a muchas circunstancias diferentes.
Después de una vida de servicio algunos sacerdotes se jubilan, o sus
energías disminuyen. Recientemente hemos tenido la dolorosa experiencia
de la muerte inesperada de uno de nuestros amados pastores, el Padre
Roberto Quant. Nuestros sacerdotes internacionales, que constituyen una
parte cada vez más significativa de nuestro presbiterio, finalmente, tendrán
que regresar a sus diócesis. Por estas y toda una variedad de otras razones
los cambios en las responsabilidades pastorales son a menudo necesarios.

Cada sacerdote y cada parroquia es única. Después de mucha oración y
una considerable consulta hago la mejor decisión posible, dada nuestra limi-
tada reserva de personal y toda la variedad de circunstancias. Cada decisión
tiene que tener en cuenta el bien de los sacerdotes, las necesidades de cada
parroquia, así como las necesidades de toda la Arquidiócesis. ¡No existe un
programa de computadoras para solucionar eso! No existe una fórmula fácil
y nítida. Confío sin embargo, en el Espíritu Santo está guiando este proceso.
Por favor, continúen orando por sus sacerdotes. Oremos por las vocaciones.
Oren por mí. Y si usted es un feligrés cuya parroquia está recibiendo un
nuevo pastor, por favor, dele la bienvenida con el corazón abierto y un
espíritu de cooperación voluntaria.

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Servir y no ser servido
Lánzate a lo más Profundo Luke 5:4

Daremos en esta oportunidad, un gran salto.
Explicaré porque. Hace unas semanas habíamos
venido tratando temáticas como el Primado de
Pedro y el significado de la Tradición Apostólica;
su sentido e importancia dentro de la Iglesia.
Temas estos, hondos, serios y que son a mi modo
de ver básicos para comprender los orígenes pri-
marios de la Iglesia Católica y en consecuencia
lógica su doctrina y enseñanza magisterial. El
salto esta en adelantarme algo así como 1800
años en el tiempo, y en la historia; para  tocar la
doctrina de los Testigos de Jehová. Me vi casi
obligado a escribir  sobre esta organización, toda
vez que muchas personas  llegan a mi oficina con
infinidad de  preguntas y con enormes dudas,
respecto a este grupo anticatólico y sectario. No
saben cómo contestarles, qué decir y cómo detener
los ataques. Nosotros los católicos para esta orga-
nización, estamos prácticamente condenados a
muerte. Porque la Iglesia Católica es la gran ram-
era del Apocalipsis. Y todo lo que hacemos y deci-
mos es profano, de origen pagano y por lo tanto
mentira. Sin pretender ser exagerado, no nos
quieren; por decir lo menos.

Decimos en principio que los Testigos de
Jehová, no es una iglesia. Es una organización,
fundada en el año de 1878 por el señor Charles
Tesell Rusel. Dicha organización se conoce como
The Watchtower (La torre del vigía o del vigi-
lante). No poseen templos para congregarse; se
reúnen en grandes salas, llamadas The Kingdom
Hall (Salón del Reino).

La doctrina y enseñanza de este grupo, para
ser bien claro desde el principio  es inverosímil,
irracional, inconsistente y  anticristiana y para
más ahondamiento anticatólico. Así, tristemente
es. Poco a poco veremos porque.

Los Testigos de Jehová, cada domingo de ma-
nera particular, van de dos en dos a las casas con

sus revistas Atalaya, o
Despertad, con el propósito de
hacer nuevos prosélitos o adep-
tos para su grupo. A pesar que
es un grupo no cristiano (aun
que se presenta como tal), cuen-
ta con un gran número de per-
sonas y cada día se les adhieren
más.

Es característico de este
grupo, mencionar dentro de sus
enseñanzas que el mundo se va
acabar, que vendrá un gran Armagedón; que el
nombre de Dios no es Dios sino Jehová; que no
hay que celebrar la navidad, ni los cumpleaños;
que Jesucristo no es Dios; y que además tampoco
murió en la cruz, sino en un palo o estaca; que no
se admiten transfusiones de sangre, y un sin fin
de contenido doctrinal traído de los cabellos y sin
ningún tipo de base histórica y exegética seria de
la Sagrada escritura.

Considero que es necesario precisar que el
Concilio Vaticano II  clarificó que todos los bauti-
zados y creyentes en Jesucristo, son hermanos en
el Señor; pero a su vez es necesario conocer los
grupos cristianos con los cuales se puede entablar
un sano diálogo ecuménico, de las sectas, grupos y
movimientos religiosos de espiritualidad dudosa.
Los Testigos de Jehová están en este grupo, posee
un corte y tendencia fundamentalista, realmente
anti- ecuménica y anti -católica.

Vamos entonces querido lector a analizar la doc-
trina que enseña esta organización. Los Testigos
de Jehová afirman que su grupo se inició con
Abel, hijo de Adán. Y posteriormente fueron testi-
gos Moisés; los profetas y por ultimo Jesucristo
con sus apóstoles, pero a la muerte  del ultimo
apóstol, vino la gran apostasía en la Iglesia;
entonces muchos siglos después, casi diecinueve,

aparece un señor llamado Charles Tesell Rusel y
restablece esa iglesia original y debilitada con un
puñado de buenos "cristianos" que se habían man-
tenido en el tiempo. Como vemos es casi infantil
la manera como ellos fundamentan el origen de su
grupo. No poseen nada, pero absolutamente nada
que sostenga esa hipótesis de su origen inicial, ni
desde la historia, ni desde la Sagrada Escritura.
Esta organización no posee dato alguno, ni regis-
tro; ni ningún soporte documentario que responda
cuales fueron los nombres o las personas que
fueron Testigos de Jehová; desde la muerte del
ultimo apóstol hasta Charles Tessel Rusell a
finales del siglo XIX. Como vemos, la inconsisten-
cia histórica del origen de esta organización es
imposible demostrarla. Así pues, esta organi-
zación no es la Iglesia que Jesús fundo. Esta orga-
nización la fundó un hombre, Rusell en 1878. La
Iglesia Católica, posee los datos para responder
porque es Católica. Jesús  funda su Iglesia sobre
Pedro y desde Pedro, hasta el Papa Francisco.
Poseemos la continuidad apostólica, conocida
como sucesión apostólica; los datos, los registros
históricos y soporte documentario enorme, desde y
con la Biblia, para dar respuesta a todo aquel que
pregunte donde se originó la Iglesia Católica.
Nosotros sí damos respuestas porque poseemos
los datos corroborables y la historia nos respalda.
No así los Testigos de Jehová. ¿No dijo nuestro
Señor Jesús que estaría con nosotros hasta el
final de los tiempos, en Mateo 28, ultimo versícu-
lo? ¿Cómo pues dejó a su Iglesia abandonada, casi
veinte siglos, hasta que apareció Charles Tesell
Rusell? Continuaremos en quince días Dios me-
diante. Bendiciones.

El Padre Raúl Sánchez, original de Bogotá,
Colombia incardinado a esta Arquidiócesis de
Oklahoma City es Pastor Asociado en la Parroquia
San Pedro Apóstol en Guymon, Oklahoma.

Cortas enseñanzas de Apologética Católica

Por Padre
Raúl Sánchez
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Cuando los Rolling Stones acertaron...
Como párroco, la gente se siente cómoda en

darme retroalimentación. A veces, se pueden sentir
demasiado cómodos para mi gusto, pero así es la
vida. Por ejemplo, después de las misas dominicales,
muy a menudo, la gente que sale de misa me da la
mano y dice: "Gracias, Padre. Lo disfruté." No me
malinterpreten, no es como si yo quisiera que la
gente pasara junto a mí diciendo: "Eso fue terrible y
dolorosa de soportar." Es sólo que no se lo quiere
decir esa frase.

Cuando yo hago la declaración: "Lo disfruté", es
después del último ejemplar del cómic Daredevil de
Mark Waid, o la más reciente película de Zack
Snyder, Hombre de Acero (Man of Steel). (¡Aviso
Importante! A continuación se ofrece información
que le puede echar a perder la película pues se va a
describir un elemento importante de la misma: La
película es el 60 por ciento de una buena película y
un 30 por ciento dedicado a la pérdida permanente
de la audición. De nada y a sus órdenes). Nunca se
me ocurrió conectar el disfrutar y la celebración de
la liturgia.

Esa última oración probablemente sugiere a
algunos lectores que este artículo será una primera
descarga en "Guerras Litúrgicas 2013." Yo le diría a
esos lectores, que permanezcan donde están, y
envainen su espada escocesa, porque no voy por allí.
No voy a entrar en el centro de una disputa sobre la
forma extraordinaria en comparación con la forma
ordinaria o los méritos del latín sobre las guitarras.
Si usted quiere tener esa pelea, yo recomiendo coger
su propio blog y pónganlo allí. (No, en serio, hay un
montón en el Internet. Vallan allí mientras termino
este artículo)

Yo busco algo más básico. Para entender la litur-

gia debemos ver una diferencia entre los tiempos en
que damos y cuando recibimos.

El pasado domingo, la primera lectura narra la
vocación de Eliseo como sucesor de Elías. Es un
momento muy emotivo que se encuentra en 1 Reyes
19:16-21. Te daré un momento para busques el
texto. Es emocional, ya que señala el final de la vida
y el ministerio terrenal de Elías, pero es a partes
iguales extraño también.

El signo de la elección de Dios viene cuando Elías
arroja su manto sobre los hombros de Eliseo. Eliseo,
inmediatamente consciente de lo que significa el
gesto, corre a Elías con el fin de solicitar un indulto.
Debido a que Eliseo se convertirá en el portavoz de
Dios, Eliseo no volverá a ver a su familia: él
pertenecerá totalmente a Dios y la misión de Dios
para Eliseo. La respuesta de Elías es la parte
extraña. ¿Qué quiere decir Elías, diciendo: "¿He
hecho algo en contra de usted?"

La voluntad y el corazón de Elías tienen sus
raíces en Dios y la relación interna de la cual la
misión como profeta salta; con fervor, Elías ha sido
muy fervoroso por el Señor. Elías destaca que este
manto no es Elías para dar. Elías ha escuchado al
Señor, él ha obedecido al Señor, y ahora Eliseo debe
decidir cómo va a responder. La respuesta de Eliseo
no irá a Elías, sino a Dios mismo. Eso es lo que está
en juego.

Ahora esta nueva parte es una conjetura de mía,
pero creo que tiene sentido. ¿Por qué masacrar las
12 yuntas de bueyes? Debido a que Eliseo ofrece un
sacrificio de acción de gracias a Dios por haber sido
llamado a suceder a Elías. En esencia, la respuesta
de Eliseo es "¡Miren lo que Dios me ha dado! Vamos
a celebrar!"

Sospecho que en nuestro propio sacrificio de
acción de gracias, el Santo Sacrificio de la Misa, nos

encontramos, aún
exigiendo más y más
de Dios. Francamente,
tenemos que dejar de
hacer eso. Todo acerca
de la misa (y todos los
sacramentos, y sí,
incluso nuestra vida
personal de oración) se
deriva del don de Dios.
Proclamamos palabras
y obras que no son
nuestras; llevamos a
cabo acciones y gestos que no son totalmente de
nuestra fabricación, entramos en la vida de Dios
por el don de la fe que no merecemos ni podemos
merecer. "Lo disfruté" es una traición, manifiesta un
espíritu de sentirse merecedor o con derecho, algo
impropio de un discípulo. La liturgia, el culto públi-
co de la Iglesia, es nuestra participación en la obra
que Dios ha comenzado desde la fundación del
mundo. ¿Qué más le gustaría recibir en la Misa?
Todo está ya presente y listo para tomar.

Cuando venimos a Misa, este es nuestro tiempo
para devolver un regalo a Jesús, y por lo tanto a la
Santísima Trinidad. Orar con y a través de nuestra
Cabeza divina, podemos alabar al Padre como Él se
lo merece y en el poder del Espíritu Santo, glorifi-
camos a Dios como hijos e hijas, hechos así por
adopción. Y sólo cuando se restablezca esa postura
correcta es que podemos recibir los dones que Dios
quiere darnos.

No siempre se puede conseguir lo que uno quiere.
Pero me parece a veces, que cuando seguimos los
arreglos de Dios, siempre conseguimos lo que nece-
sitamos. (Por favor, no me demande Mick Jagger
por usar uno de tus versos.)

Por el Padre Shane Tharp

Obispos de nueve naciones reafirman compromiso con inmigrantes 

LOS ANGELES —  La reforma
abarcadora de inmigración crítica-
mente necesaria en Estados Unidos y
en todo el Hemisferio Occidental debe
estar atada a nuevas leyes que pro-
muevan el desarrollo económico
sostenible en la región, de acuerdo con
los obispos de nueve naciones que se
reunieron en Los Ángeles del 3 al 6 de
junio.

En una declaración ellos reafir-
maron su compromiso con "personas
vulnerables que emigran buscando
protección contra la violencia o por
una vida mejor para ellos y sus fami-
lias". También hicieron un llamado a
“todos los miembros de la comunidad
católica y a la gente de buena volun-
tad en nuestras naciones a estar en
solidaridad con las personas que
están en movimiento y a trabajar por
un trato justo y humano para ellas".

La meta de la Consulta Regional
Sobre Migración de este año de los
obispos, con los prelados, era evaluar
la situación actual de los migrantes
en sus respectivos países y desarrollar
maneras de trabajar juntos para tener
un impacto positivo en la migración
de toda la región.

Los participantes — que incluyeron
obispos de México, América Central, el
Caribe, Canadá y Estados Unidos, así
como clérigos diocesanos, líderes
laicos y personal de la oficina nacional
— señalaron un fenómeno en común:
un aumento en el contrabando de
jóvenes y mujeres combinado con la
migración hacia Estados Unidos de
jóvenes obligados por la creciente
actividad pandillera y el narcotráfico

en sus países nativos.
Muchos obispos también lamen-

taron la escasez de recursos para apo-
yar la reunificación de familias y su
reintegración socioeconómica.

"Las personas que están en
movimiento deberían ser recibidas con
hospitalidad, servicio y justicia",
dijeron los obispos en su declaración.
"Esta opinión es consistente con los
Evangelios de nuestro Señor
Jesucristo, quien llama a todos a
‘acoger al extranjero’ por que ‘cuando
lo hicieron con alguno de los más
pequeños de estos mis hermanos, me
lo hicieron a mí’”.

Los obispos reconocieron el derecho
de los gobiernos a "asegurar la inte-
gridad de sus fronteras y el bien
común de la ciudadanía", pero dijo
que esas metas podrían lograrse sin
violar los derechos humanos.

Ellos aplaudieron los esfuerzos de
aquellos que trabajan para proteger
los derechos humanos de los
migrantes y les animó a continuar
educando a los demás sobre las "se-
veras realidades de la migración".

En su declaración los obispos
instaron a los gobiernos a revisar
"asuntos específicos que deben aten-
derse en el nivel regional", incluyendo:

- La necesidad de reformar las leyes
en el hemisferio para que los
migrantes reciban protección legal
para trabajar y residir en Estados
Unidos y en otros países destinos.

- La promoción del desarrollo
económico sostenible atendiendo las
causas radicales de la migración de
modo que las personas permanezcan
en sus comunidades de origen para
sustentar sus familias.

- La revisión y reforma de las leyes

para proteger a los migrantes, los
refugiados y especialmente a los
menores no acompañados en ruta.

- Un aumento en esfuerzos guber-
namentales y privados para terminar
el contrabando humano.

Los obispos fueron recibidos por el
arzobispo José H. Gómez de Los
Angeles, quien se había reunido ante-
riormente este año con el presidente
Barack Obama en su rol como presi-
dente del comité de migración la
Conferencia Estadounidense de
Obispos Católicos. Él dijo estar opti-
mista de que el congreso aprobará
una reforma integral de migración",
pero será una discusión difícil".

Una de las preocupaciones rela-
cionadas con la inmigración
planteadas durante la consulta
regional se refiere al hecho de que los
sistemas jurídicos locales no protegen
los derechos de los menores de edad
nacidos en Estados Unidos que regre-
san a los países de origen de sus
padres.

El obispo Ángel San Casimiro de
Alajuela, Costa Rica, dijo que una
reforma abarcadora de inmigración
ayudaría a aliviar la carga financiera
de las familias según se integran a la
fuerza laboral legal, reduciendo la
“vulnerabilidad de las familias".

Pero el estado legalizado no garan-
tiza el respeto a los derechos humanos
de los trabajadores, él añadió, enfati-
zando la necesidad de comenzar a
prepararse en el nivel pastoral para
recibir familiares que han estado
fuera de su país de origen durante
mucho tiempo para poder proveerles
el apoyo apropiado.

Por Doris Benavides 
Catholic News Service 

Las personas intercambian el signo de la paz a través de un muro en la frontera
México-Estados Unidos durante las misas simultáneas celebradas cerca de Anapra,
New MexicoCNS photo/Brian Kanof
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continued from page 10
offer a free public concert in Istanbul
featuring Franz Liszt's The Dante
Symphony. The plague has been
placed in a slow-dissolving plastic
and floated in water in what had once
been Istanbul's massive city cistern
and which is now used to hold public
events. The bag dissolves, the virus is
released and becomes airborne.
Concert goers (who show no signs of
illness) take the virus above ground,
and, as designed, the virus is spread
worldwide. The reader is somehow
haunted with the question of whether
this was a doomsday device or, as
Zobrist himself describes it, the sal-
vation of the human race.

The propagation of such a question
— whether it might not be salvific to
sterilize a third of the population and
thereby prevent overpopulation —
seems to be Dan Brown's purpose in
writing. In The Da Vinci Code, Brown
tricked many people into believing
that Jesus Christ and Mary
Magdalene had a child together, a
child whose descendants continue
even to the present day. Inferno
wants us to accept the idea that the
human race is poised on the brink of
extinction. As with The Da Vinci
Code, Brown masterfully blends fact
and fiction, confusing readers and
causing them to lose their intellectu-
al footing.

The book implies that The WHO
endorses this vision. Page 103 of the
book shows a graph of "World
Population Growth Throughout
History," and we are told that
Sinskey (of the WHO) has seen this
graph "many times" and that it
"always brought an eerie sense of
inevitability."  Page 138 is another
graph familiar to Sinskey, one "pub-
lished by the WHO … delineating key
environmental issues."   The chart
shows water use, ozone depletion,

deforestation, etc., rising as the
world' population grows exponential-
ly. No source is provided for either
graph. True, the fine print of the
book's title page reverse states that
"this book is a work of fiction. Names
… organizations … are the product of
the author's imagination or are used
fictitiously."

Several pages later, however, one
page before the prologue, is a state-
ment that reads "FACT: all artwork,
literature, science and historical ref-
erences in this novel are real."
Throughout his novel, Brown mixes
so many wonderful facts about
Florence and its art treasures with so
much of what appears to be fact
about scientific devices, as well as
pure fiction about the theory he
advances, that the reader can easily
be duped into accepting Brown's pop-
ulation emergency. This seems to be
underscored by the short sentence
provided two pages before the pro-
logue: "The darkest  places in hell are
reserved for those who maintain
their neutrality in times of moral cri-
sis." Zobrist's statement or Brown's?

To the book's credit, there is no
graphic sex in the story, only two
chapters with veiled scenes of seduc-
tion by Zobrist. One of them is homo-
sexual in nature; the other involves
Sienna Brooks, Robert Langdon's ally
as he interprets artwork and symbol-
ism in an attempt to discover the
plague-bomb's location before it sets
off automatically. Brooks is in fact a
devotee of Zobrist, and discovery of
her deception is one of the story's
many switchbacks. In the end, of
course, she has a change of heart,
eludes Langdon, tries to find and dis-
arm Zobrist's device, and eventually
goes to work with Sinskey at the
WHO.

Overall, Brown's antagonism
towards the Catholic Church makes

the book a troubling read. In The Da
Vinci Code, he attempted to discredit
many of the Church's beliefs, such as
Christ's chastity while in human
form. He did this by presenting so -
called facts that would seem to count-
er and discredit the Church's teach-
ings. Inferno is much more direct.

For example, Brown claims that
with the release of Dante's Inferno,
"The Catholic Church enjoyed an
enormous uptick in attendance from
terrified sinners looking to avoid
Dante's updated version of the under-
world." He offers nothing to support
his claim of increased church atten-
dance "in the early 1300s." When
brooks and Langdon are washing
Dante's Death Mask in the
Baptismal font of the Baptistry of
San Giovanni in Florence, Langdon
"begins speaking in a pious … mono-
tone,"  pronouncing the words of the
rite of Baptism. Brooks stares at
Langdon "like he lost his mind. He
shrugged, 'It seemed appropriate.'"
Brown's  irreverent  use of the words
from this beautiful ritual is anything
but appropriate.

Moving on, Brown states that
Melinda Gates  "a devout Catholic
herself, had bravely risked the wrath
of her own church by pledging $560
million to help improve access to
birth control around the world."  He
has his character Sinskey "going on
record many times saying that Bill
and Melinda Gates deserve to be can-
onized for all they've done," but that
"sadly, the only institution capable of
conferring sainthood somehow failed
to see the Christian nature of their
efforts."  Brown is obviously blending
fact and fiction to serve his own pur-
pose.

On page 102, Sinskey argues with
Zobrist that "the WHO takes over-
population very seriously" and points
out that they "recently spent millions

of dollars sending doctors into Africa
to deliver free condoms and educate
people about birth control."  Zobrist
replies that "an even bigger army of
Catholic missionaries marched in on
your heels and told the Africans that,
if they used the condoms, they'd all go
to hell. Africa has a new environ-
mental issue now — landfills over-
flowing with unused condoms."
Doctors sent to distribute condoms?
The Church with an army of mission-
aries? Africa has landfills?  

It gets worse. On page 269, Brown
has Sinskey and Langdon agree that
the Vatican has spent "enormous
amounts of energy and money indoc-
trinating third-world countries into a
belief in the evils of contraception."
With a "knowing smile," Langdon
observes, "Who better than a bunch of
celibate male octogenarians to tell
the world how to have sex?"  

A final insult against all Christians
is when Dan Brown takes the words
of Christ on Calvary and puts them
in Zobrist's mouth. In the video
Zobrist leaves behind, the mad doctor
tells his audience that there might
be "ignorant souls" who attempt to
"thwart"  his actions. Zobrist can only
say, "Forgive them, you might say, for
they know not what they do."  Brown
seems to be putting his character in
the place of Christ, his theory and
ideas in the place of Church doctrine.

Dan Brown's Inferno is certainly a
fast-paced thriller. It is also a Trojan
horse with still more of the diatribe
against religion and the Catholic
Church first delivered by Brown in
The Da Vinci Code. There are better
things to read this summer.

J.E. Helm is an adjunct professor of
English at several area colleges and a
freelance writer for the Sooner
Catholic.

Review of Dan Brown’s Inferno: ‘There are better things to read this summer’

Briefs
Holy Innocents' Chapel continues unique
mission
Holy Innocents' Chapel, a perpetual
Eucharistic adoration chapel that sits about 20
feet from the only abortion clinic in Oklahoma
County, is just the third of its kind in the
United States and the first in Oklahoma.
Dedicated Feb. 22, 2013, by Archbishop Paul
Coakley, the chapel is exemplary of the com-
mitment of the church to the culture of all life
issues. It is currently comprised of more than
150 committed adorers and substitutes, but
additional adorers and substitutes are urgent-
ly needed. This endeavor receives its suste-
nance from the Blessed Sacrament, which is a
sacrament of faith, life and love. The presence
of our Lord in this close proximity of the abor-
tion clinic is the ultimate "good" in the battle
with "evil" being waged every day.
Holy Innocents' Foundation and Perpetual
Adoration Chapel are located at 6114 N. W.
63rd St., Warr Acres, OK 73132. For more
information, please contact Toni Harrelson,
adoration coordinator, at (405) 341-2199.

St. Gregory's Abbey to sponsor St. Kateri
Tekakwitha Honor Powwow
Saint Gregory's Abbey will sponsor a Saint

Kateri Tekakwitha Honor Powwow from 3 p.m.
to 10:00 p.m. Sunday, July 14, at 1900 West
McArthur Street in Shawnee, Okla. The cele-
bration of the canonization of the first Native
American into sainthood will feature a
"Blessing of the Four Winds," Mass, a gourd
dance, a grand entry and an intertribal pow-
wow. Archbishop Paul Coakley will be the prin-
cipal celebrant at the Mass.

Altar Society to host used book sale
The Altar Society of the Cathedral of Our Lady
of Perpetual Help will sponsor a used book sale
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday, July 27, and
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Sunday, July 28. The book
sale will be in the Connor Center. Proceeds will
benefit the Altar Society and the youth group.
For more information, please contact Carol
Woitchek at (405) 751-8533.

Mercy-St. Joseph Church golf tournament
to benefit Abba's Tables
The Mercy-Saint Joseph Church Seventh
Annual Golf Tournament is Monday, Aug. 5, at
Oak Hills Golf and Country Club in Ada, Okla.
The shotgun is at 8 a.m.
"We are very pleased that Mercy has continued
to join us as the title sponsor of this annual

event," said Rev. Rusty Hewes, pastor of Saint
Joseph Church. "We appreciate Mercy's sup-
port of the tournament. This year, the proceeds
will   benefit Abba's Tables, a local community
outreach to help feed those in need." 

The tournament format is a four-person scram-
ble with a modified handicap. Entry fee is
$125.00 and includes snacks and beverages on
the course. In addition, golfers will enjoy a
luncheon at Saint Joseph Church Benedictine
Hall following play. Mulligans will be $10.00
each with no limit and eligible for separate
prize drawings. Some of the other prizes are
low gross, 1st and 2nd low net, and closest to
the flag on all par 3s. At the luncheon, a live
auction will take place with various items to
bid. Rounds of golf at various golf courses, a
beaver felt hat, artwork, Southwest tickets
(some restrictions), gourmet dinner for six and
many other items will be offered.

Chairpersons Carol Naberhaus and Anne Fine
have been working on preparations for the
tournament with the steering committee mem-
bers: Rev. Rusty Hewes, Russ and Katherine
Farley, Dan Zimmerman, Jack and Jane
Ritchie, Tom Bolitho, Roxanne Taylor and Nick
Cheper.
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5 First Friday Sacred Heart
Mass at the Catholic Pastoral
Center. Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament is at 5:30 p.m. with the
Sacrament of Reconciliation avail-
able prior to Mass. Mass is at 7
p.m. For more information call the
Office of Family Life at (405) 721-
8944.

6 The Lay Missionaries of
Charity, the Secular (Lay) Order
of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, at
St. John the Baptist Catholic
Parish, Edmond, OK on the 1st and
3rd Saturday of each month begin-
ning with Holy Mass at 7:30 am in
the Chapel. For more information
contact Toni Harrelson, lmc at 405-

341-2199 or lmcoklahoma@sbcglob-
al.net.
7 The Secular Franciscan Order
of St. Claire Fraternity meets at
1:15 p.m. the first Sunday of the
month at St. Thomas More Church
in Norman in the Library. All are
welcome. If you would like to learn
how Francis lived plan to attend one
of our meetings. For more informa-
tion call Alice at (405) 473-7680.

7 The Byzantine Divine Liturgy
will be at St. Mark in Norman, at
5:30 p.m.

9 Catholic War Veterans (of any
war/conflict) will meet the second
Tuesday of each month in the com-
munity room of St. Ann Retirement

Center at 7 p.m. For more informa-
tion contact Fr. M. Price Oswalt at
405-567-3404.

10 Catholic War Veterans USA
The Oklahoma Memorial Post 168
will hold their monthly meeting at 7
p.m. in the Sunnylane Family
Reception Center located at 3900 SE
29th St in Del City, every second
Wednesday. For more information
contact Ken at (405) 739-0036 or by
e-mail at OklaPost168@cox.net.

13 The Benedictine Oblates of
Red Plains Monastery will meet
from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. in Room
125 at the Pastoral Center, 7501
NW Expressway in Oklahoma City.
For more information, contact Jenny

Fenner, (405) 721-0832 or e-mail
jenfen@cox.net, or Sandy Poe, (580)
421 6554 or e-mail
sandrapoe@ymail.com.

14 Charismatic Healing Mass,
5:30 p.m. at Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church, 3901 S.W. 29th
Street, Oklahoma City. For more
information call the Church office at
405.685.4806.

Calendar

Development Coordinator 
The Center of Family Love in
Okarche is looking for a
Development Coordinator. For imme-
diate consideration, please email
your resume to HR@cflinc.org 

Religious Ed/Youth Director 
Sacred heart Church in El Reno
is looking for a Religious Ed/Youth
Director. Send Resumes to Sacred
Heart Church, 208 S. Evans, El Reno
Ok. 73036 or by email
maremas49@gmail.com.

Youth Coordinator 
Christ the King Catholic Church
in Oklahoma City seeks a full-time
Youth Coordinator. Please send
resumes to:
Fr. Richard Stansberry
Christ the King Catholic Church

8005 Dorset Drive
Oklahoma City, OK 73120

Special Education Teacher 
Good Shepherd Catholic School
at Mercy in Oklahoma City is seek-
ing a full-time teacher to teach chil-
dren ages 3-9 with autistic spectrum
disorders in an 11-month school-year
program. Please submit
Archdiocesan application along with
a resume and copy of teaching cer-
tificate to Dr. Cris Carter, Good
Shepherd Catholic School at Mercy,
13404 N. Meridian Ave., Oklahoma
City, Okla. 73120. The application
form may be found at
www.archokc.org.

Teahing Position
St. James the Greater Catholic
School is seeking a qualified, full

time teacher for Gr. 6-7-8 Social
Studies and Religion. Send
resume/contact Anne Codding,
Principal  at 636-6810 or
stjames1@cox.net .

Fifth grade teacher position 
Saint John Nepomuk Catholic
School in Yukon is accepting appli-
cations for the 2013-2014 school year
for a full-time fifth grade homeroom
teacher. Call the school office at 405-
354-2509 for an application or send
a copy of your current Oklahoma
teaching certificate and resume to
Jay Luetkemeyer at
jluetkemeyer@sjnok.org .

Part-time Spanish teacher 
Sacred Heart Catholic School in
El Reno is accepting applications for
a part-time Spanish teacher.

Contact Shannon Statton at 405-
262-2284.

Part-time music teacher 
Sacred Heart Catholic School in
El Reno is accepting applications for
a part-time music teacher. Contact
Shannon Statton at 405-262-2284.

Middle School teacher 
Sacred Heart Catholic School in
El Reno is accepting applications for
a full-time certified Middle School
teacher. Submit resume to Shannon
Statton, 210 S. Evans, El Reno,
Oklahoma 73036 or fax to (405)-262-
3818.

For full job descriptions go to
www.archokc.org/jobs-box

Job Box

Local

For a full calendar and up-to-date
jobs box, visit 

soonercatholic.org 
or use this 
QR Code 
with your 

smart phone.
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Father Robert Barron to would-be evangelists: Lead with beauty

DENVER (June 19, 2013) — Postmodern man
might scoff at truth and goodness, but he's still
enthralled by beauty, says prominent theologian
and evangelist Father Robert Barron.

Beauty, then, is the arrowhead of evangelization,
the point with which the evangelist pierces the
minds and hearts of those he evangelizes.

"Lead with beauty," Barron said to an audience
of Catholic journalists and communications profes-
sionals gathered in Denver for the 2013 Catholic
Media Conference.

During "An Evening with Father Robert Barron:
Media, Beauty and the New Evangelization,"
Barron expounded on the evangelical power of
"beauty," the third of the three classical "transcen-
dentals," those properties of reality that are dis-
cernible across all times and all places.

"People today balk like mad at truth and good-
ness," Barron said.

That reluctance, he proposed, stems from the
pervasive influence of philosopher Friedrich

Nietzsche, who popularized
nihilism, a philosophy that
denies the possibility of
meaning and that manifests
itself today in cynicism,
exaggerated appreciation for
irony and the intentionally
apathetic outward posture of
inwardly conscientious indi-
viduals.

Nihilism does not, howev-
er, deny the possibility of
beauty, the experience of
which still resonates with the disenchanted.

"Begin with the beautiful, which leads you to the
good, which leads you to the truth," Barron contin-
ued. "Once you are captivated by the winsomeness
of the beautiful, you are drawn to the good. You
wonder, 'How do I participate in the life that made
this beauty possible?' Once we live that life of good-
ness, we realize the truth of it."

To say "Look at that," to point to creation or to
the artistic achievements of man invites the non-

believer first to appreciate what is and then to con-
sider the origin and end of that which is.

Nothing is lost by this proposal, Barron empha-
sized, because no one can disagree with an invita-
tion to "come and see."

To "lead with beauty" does not excuse the evan-
gelist from the responsibility to speak the truth,
however, and Barron supported his initial advice
with additional injunctions to those who would
share the Good News of Jesus Christ: "Don't dumb
down the message." "Preach with ardor." "Tell the
great story of salvation history." "Stress the
Augustinian anthropology (the idea that man is
made for God and is restless until he discovers
him)." "Teach the Irenaean doctrine of God (the
idea that God has no self-interest, is not man's
rival, but wills the good of man)."

"Evangelization is not just whistling Dixie,"
Barron said. It's not just a little affair of the mind.
Evangelization is bread and butter. It's fire. It can
save people."

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the director of communi-
cations for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

Fr. Robert Barron

continued from page 1
tion of working out the necessary
details of how such a joint sponsorship
for the university will operate."

The archbishop said he anticipates
the new sponsorship structure will
enable Saint Gregory's to be even more
effective as a place of Catholic learn-
ing.

"It's my hope that this new form of
governance will allow the university to
play an even more central role in
advancing the church's mission of
Catholic education in our state," he
said.

The partnership signifies Saint
Gregory's commitment to serving the
Church of Oklahoma through its aca-

demic and student outreach programs
and the Church of Oklahoma's com-
mitment to the future of Catholic high-
er education, according to information
from Breanne Hill, director of commu-
nications for Saint Gregory's
University.

As a part of the new agreement, the
school will establish a flagship theolo-

gy program, as well as deliver parish
ministry, spirituality and other servic-
es in support of diocesan and parish
operations. Special efforts will be made
to reach out to low-income, minority
and potential first-generation college
students within Catholic parishes to
offer encouragement to pursue and
attain a university-level education.

A new sponsorship structure for St. Gregory’s University after nearly 140 years

Court overturns DOMA, sends Proposition 8 back to lower court
WASHINGTON — The federal

Defense of Marriage Act, or DOMA,
defining marriage as between one man
and one woman is unconstitutional
under the Equal Protection Clause, the
Supreme Court ruled June 26 in a 5-4
opinion.

In a separate case, the court sent
back to lower courts a challenge to
California's Proposition 8, the voter-
approved initiative barring same-sex
marriage. In this second 5-4 ruling,
with a different lineup of justices, the
court remanded the case back to the
lower federal courts, saying the indi-
viduals who defended the law in court
lacked legal standing to do so.

Neither decision will have the effect
of requiring states to honor same-sex
marriages from other jurisdictions, but
the DOMA case likely will affect how
the federal government must treat
same-sex marriages for purposes rang-
ing from Social Security benefits to
taxation.

The opinion by Justice Anthony
Kennedy blasted the law as having
"the avowed purpose and practical
effect ... to impose a disadvantage, a
separate status, and so a stigma upon
all who enter into same-sex marriages
made lawful by the unquestioned
authority of the states.

"The act's demonstrated purpose is
to ensure that if any state decides to
recognize same-sex marriages, those
unions will be treated as second-class
marriages for purposes of federal law,"
Kennedy wrote. "This raises a most
serious question under the
Constitution's Fifth Amendment."

The California case was brought by
two couples who were denied marriage

licenses after the state's voters in 2008
approved a constitutional amendment
limiting marriage to heterosexual cou-
ples. The law was passed after the
state Supreme Court ruled earlier that
year that statutes banning same-sex
marriage were unconstitutional.

After a federal District Court found
that Prop 8 served no legitimate pur-
pose and violates due process and the
equal protection rights of same-sex
couples to marry, the 9th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals in a 2-1 ruling upheld
that conclusion, although on a narrow-
er legal finding. While litigation pro-
ceeded however, Prop 8's ban on same-
sex marriages was allowed to stand.

The state of California declined to
defend Prop 8 when two couples sued
to block it, so individuals who support-
ed the law took up its defense.

In an opinion written by Chief
Justice John Roberts, the Supreme
Court ruled that those individuals
lacked the legal standing to defend the
law in federal court. The effect of the
decision appears to be that the
California trial court's ruling that Prop
8 is unconstitutional will stand, at
least initially. That would allow same-
sex marriages to resume in California.

"It is not enough that the party
invoking the power of the court have a
keen interest in the issue," Roberts
wrote. "That party must also have
'standing,' which requires, among
other things, that it have suffered a
concrete and particularized injury.
Because we find that petitioners do not
have standing, we have no authority to
decide this case on the merits, and nei-
ther did the 9th Circuit."

The New York case over DOMA
arose when Edith Windsor inherited
the estate of Thea Spyer, her partner of
more than 40 years. The two had mar-

ried in Canada in 2007. Windsor was
held liable for $363,000 in federal
estate and income taxes, which would
not have applied to her had her spouse
been a man.

Under the 1996 DOMA, marriage is
defined as between one man and one
woman for federal government purpos-
es such as Social Security benefits, fed-
eral programs, immigration and feder-
al estate and income taxes. It also said
no political jurisdiction is required to
recognize a same-sex marriage from
another jurisdiction.

Lower courts had upheld Windsor's
argument that the law is unconstitu-
tional. DOMA had the support of the
administrations of Presidents Bill
Clinton and George W. Bush and at
first of President Barack Obama. But
in 2011, the Justice Department
announced that the attorney general
had determined that Section 3 is
unconstitutional as applied to legally

married same-sex spouses. The admin-
istration said federal agencies should
continue to enforce the law, but that
the government would no longer
defend it in court.

The case to uphold DOMA was
taken up by a group of members of
Congress, known as the Bipartisan
Legal Advisory Group of the U.S.
House of Representatives.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops and a number of organizations
opposed to same-sex marriage had
urged the court to issue rulings that
upheld the traditional definition of
marriage.

In 32 states, constitutional amend-
ments ban same-sex marriage, while
12 states and the District of Columbia
recognize such marriages. Another
eight states recognize civil unions or
domestic partnerships, with some hav-
ing overlapping bans on same-sex
marriage.

By Patricia Zapor
Catholic News Service

People demonstrate outside the Supreme Court building in Washington. CNS
photo/Nancy Phelan Wiechec

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic


