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Go Make Disciples

Graduation 2015

For a special 
graduation 
insert with the 
class of 2015 
from Bishop 
McGuinness 
and Mount St. 
Mary, turn to 
pages 8-12.

Leading people to God
Deacon Daniel Grover to be ordained a priest
“Without the priest, the passion 

and death of Our Lord would be of 
no avail. It is the priest who contin-
ues the work of redemption here on 
earth. ... The priest is not a priest 
for himself – he is a priest for you.” 
 Saint John Vianney, patron 
saint of priests

Ann and Clyde Grover thought 
their son Daniel, the second oldest 
of their fi ve children, was some-
what of a rabble-rouser and the 
least likely of their three sons to 
become a priest.

His mother, a cradle Catholic, 
and his father, a convert Catholic, 
both of whom served in the U.S. 
Air Force, made their Catholic 
faith a cornerstone of their fami-
ly life, which included saying the 
Rosary and attending Mass every 
Sunday. As Danny Grover said, 
“God was always going to be a part 
of our lives.”

Grover grew up in three states 
and two foreign countries, and the 
family settled in Moore in 1996 
when Clyde Grover retired. Grover 
attended Briarwood Elementary 
and Brink Junior High School in 
Moore and Bishop McGuinness 
High School in Oklahoma City. 

In 2013, a tornado destroyed the 
Grovers’ home and Briarwood El-
ementary. Today, his parents live 
in Midwest City. Clyde Grover is a 
newly-ordained permanent deacon 
and a teacher at Bishop McGuin-
ness, and Ann Grover is the reli-
gious education secretary at Saint 
Andrew in Moore. 

Danny Grover said it was his 
parish youth group, which met for 
Bible study on Thursday nights, 
had dinner and spent time in com-
munal prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament, where “I really found 
God for the fi rst time in my life.”

However, after high school when 
he went to OU, Danny began to 
drift away from the Church and 

continued on page 6

By Ted King
For the Sooner Catholic

Deacon Grover prays at his 2014 di-
aconate ordination. Photo Cara Koenig.

“Greater love hath no man than this”

Christ told us to take up his cross 
and follow him. Christ never told us 
that it would be a straight, easy path.  

Deacon Lance Warren had a typical 
youth and a comfortable relationship 
with Christ growing up in Marlow in 
his United Methodist home with his 
parents and three sisters. His only 
experience with the Catholic Church 
was at Immaculate Conception Mis-
sion in Marlow where “anybody who 
is anybody” clamored for their famous 
spaghetti dinners on the fi rst Friday 
of each month.  

Not yet fully aware of the seed that 
had been planted, Warren graduated 
high school and entered Texas A&M 
University where he joined the Corps 
of Cadets. Each day, they recited 

John 15:13. After four years in the 
Corps, his guiding principle became, 

“Greater love hath no man than this; 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends.”

It was this principle that built his 
foundation and started his path into 
the priesthood.

As a Methodist, and like many 
non-Catholics, Warren’s fi rst Catho-
lic Mass was very confusing. He had 
many questions about Catholicism 
that his Catholic girlfriend at the time 
could not answer.

However, something drew him back 
and he started attending daily Mass 
by himself. He noticed that the priests 
– Father David Konderla and Father 
Mike Sis – always had a sense of 
peace they carried with them. 

He was so inspired to learn more, 
he signed up for “Aggie Awakening.” 

continued on page 6

Deacon Lance Warren to be ordained a priest
By Charles Albert

For the Sooner Catholic

Deacon Warren carries the incense at this 
year’s Chrism Mass. Photo Cara Koenig.

Three men will 
be ordained to the 
priesthood for the 
archdiocese on 
June 27. This issue 
includes interviews 
with two of the can-
didates.
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

Celebrate the Fortnight 
for Freedom with the arch-
diocese. Beginning June 21, 
receive daily e-mails with 
prayers and religious liberty 
news. Go online to www.
fl ocknote.com/archokc and 
subscribe to the Fortnight 
for Freedom 2015 group.

The Offi ce of Worship 
and Spiritual Life will hold 
an RCIA workshop with Fr. 
Ron Lewinski July 17 - 18 
at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center. Check our briefs for 
more information.

Divine Mercy adoration 
at St. Joseph Old Cathedral 
will take place the fourth 
Thursday of every month. 
The next adoration will be 
June 25 at 5:15 p.m.

Plus, don’t miss daily up-
dates on Facebook, Twit-

ter and Instagram!

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
June 14 – Confi rmation, 1 p.m., Saint Peter, Woodward
June 16 – Saint Ann Retirement Center Board meeting, 8 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
June 16 – Department head meeting, 10 a.m., CPC
June 16 – Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
June 17 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC
June 17 – Continuing Education Committee meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
June 20 – Jubilee Mass for Fr. Dominic Hoang, 10 a.m., Saint Andrew Dung-Lac, OKC
June 25 – Catholic Charities Board meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities offi ces
June 27 – Priesthood Ordination, 10 a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

The recent media fascination with the “transition” 
of Bruce Jenner into Caitlyn has highlighted the trag-
ic confusion about gender and sexual difference in 
society today. Rooted in both natural law and divine 
revelation, our Catholic teaching affi rms that men 
and women are equal and different. Together they are 
created in the image and likeness of God. Man and 
woman are designed by God in relation to one anoth-
er to form a conjugal union that brings forth children. 
The consequences of this affi rmation are far-reaching. 

Sexual difference is essential to marriage and child 
rearing. Our bodies matter. We don’t just have a 
body. We are a body. Without this basis in sexual 
difference and complementarity, there is no limit to 
what “marriage” could mean.

Perhaps by the time this issue of the Sooner Cath-
olic is published, and certainly by the 
end of June, the Supreme Court will 
have issued its ruling on two crucial 
questions dealing with the very defi -
nition of marriage. The questions the 
court is addressing ask whether the 
14th Amendment requires a state to 
license a “marriage” between two peo-
ple of the same sex, and whether the 
same amendment requires a state to 
recognize same sex “marriages,” which 
were lawfully licensed and performed 
in another state. 

No matter how the court rules, it 
cannot change what marriage really 
is. Marriage by its nature remains the 
union of one man and one woman. It 
is a natural institution that predates and precedes 
governments and government regulation.

Every society has acknowledged that the sexual 
union of man and woman matters because it creates 
the next generation. While Jesus elevated Christian 
marriage to a sacrament, the complementarity of 
the sexes and the natural meaning of marriage can 
be known through reason even without appealing to 
Scripture.

Governments have long maintained an interest in 
protecting and preserving marriage. Society needs 
an institution that connects children to their moth-
ers and fathers, and marriage is the only institution 
that does this. Every child has a mother and father 
and deserves to be loved and raised by them. Cer-
tainly, there are many circumstances that can hinder 
and prevent this, but marriage has always been the 
primary way that society protects this right of chil-
dren to be raised by both a mother and a father. Both 
matter. Both are irreplaceable. Only a man can be 
a father and only a woman can be a mother. A child 
should not be deliberately deprived of either one. 
There are certainly wonderful single parents and oth-

ers who make great sac-
rifi ces to raise children. 
They deserve our re-
spect and support. But, 
every society ought to 
affi rm each child’s basic 
natural right to come 
from and be raised in a 
loving home formed by 
his or her own mother 
and father joined together 
in a stable marriage.

Law is a teacher. A redefi nition of marriage in the 
law teaches that one sex is interchangeable with an-
other, and that either mother or father is dispensable 
as a parent. This ignores the wisdom of millennia of 

lived experience. It teaches that mar-
riage is whatever consenting adults 
say it is and that these adults have a 
“right” to children they did not con-
ceive. This is not only false, but it fails 
to take into account what is good for 
the child. Affi rming the tried and true 
defi nition of marriage denies no one 
their basic rights. Rather it affi rms the 
equal dignity and complementarity of 
men and women, and safeguards the 
rights of children. 

Advocates for so-called “marriage 
equality” claim that the traditional 
defi nition of marriage unjustly dis-
criminates against homosexual per-
sons. Unjust discrimination is always 

wrong. But treating different things differently is not 
unjust discrimination. Protecting marriage is a matter 
of justice.

In addition to the devastating effect that a redefi ni-
tion of marriage would have on children, there also 
are far-reaching religious freedom issues at stake.

It would change literally thousands of laws all at 
once. Marriage redefi nition would immediately set the 
Church’s teaching and witness concerning the mean-
ing and sanctity of marriage in opposition to the law 
of the land. This would result in countless confl icts 
between the state and religious institutions and indi-
viduals who adhere to the teaching of their faith and 
the judgment of their consciences.

So much hangs in the balance. What can we do? 
We can pray and we can fast for the protection of 
marriage and religious liberty. We can become advo-
cates for marriage by our own witness to its sanctity 
and goodness. We can talk about the truth of mar-
riage with patience and kindness and understanding. 
Who could have imagined that such common sense 
wisdom would become so counter-cultural in our 
time?

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

The future of marriage hangs in the balance



Litany of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

Father, we rejoice in the gifts 
of love we have received from the 
heart of Jesus your Son. Open 
our hearts to share his life and 
continue to bless us with his 
love. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus the Lord. Amen.

Full litany available online at 
www.usccb.org.

“A redefi nition of 
marriage in the 
law teaches that 
one sex is inter-
changeable with 
another, and that 
either mother or 
father is dispens-
able as a parent.”

Effective June 1, 2015

Rev. Chinnaiah Pudota, pastor 
Saint Matthew, Elk City and 
Queen of All Saints, Sayre 
(formerly Parish Administrator)

Effective July 1, 2015

Rev. Bala Raju Pudota, pastor
Saint Rose of Lima, Perry and Sacred 
Heart, Billings

Offi cial Priest Assignments
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Honoring dads on Father’s Day
Fathers are their children’s fi rst role mod-

els; a strong, supportive hand that steers men 
and women on their faith journey in service to 
others. Here are a few refl ections from spiritual 
leaders in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

Archbishop Paul Coakley and John Coakley
My dad, John Coakley, lived to see his 94th 

birthday. He was born in New York City. He 
was a World War II veteran, a devoted hus-
band, loving father and a good provider. He 
died in Oklahoma City in January 2013. 

My dad took an interest in whatever interest-
ed me: sports, scouting, my friends, my educa-
tion. Among the many ways my dad infl uenced 
my life was through the witness of his faith. He 
and my mother provided a faith-fi lled home life 
for my brother, my sister and me. Our Catholic 
faith was part of my identity.

I remember learning my prayers kneeling at 
my bedside with my mom and dad on either 
side of me. When in high school, I questioned 
the importance of going to Mass one Sunday, 
and my dad told me in no uncertain terms, “As 
long as you live under this roof, you will go to 
Mass every Sunday.” And, we did. Like many 
adolescents, I was testing the boundaries, and 
I quickly learned where they were!

As my dad got older he became more active 
in the Church. He served on the parish council. 
He was an usher, and on the building commit-
tee. He began to go to daily Mass. He and my 
mom would invite different priests to our home 
for dinner, and when I fi nally began to express 
an interest in seminary, he was an enthusiastic 
supporter of my discernment. Throughout the 
seminary and at my ordination as a deacon, 
priest and bishop he was at my side to encour-
age me every step of the way. I thank God daily 
for the gift of such a father. 

Sister Maria Faulkner and William Faulkner
“I want you to be happy, I want you to do 

God’s will.”
These words of my father remain with me as 

I think of him on his 88th birthday, 800 miles 
away. They were his response to me as a col-
lege senior when I shared with him my desire 
to forego law school in favor of a year of volun-

teer mission work abroad.
The example and counsel of my father were 

invaluable encouragement as I journeyed into 
my future. This has been an immense blessing 
and a source of joy for me during the past 25 
years of vows in consecrated life.

My father’s fi delity in living his vocation in 
the Sacrament of Marriage has been an ongo-
ing inspiration for my siblings and me. He is a 
man of integrity and a just man, like Saint Jo-
seph, the guardian of Jesus. While a successful 
businessman, he always put his faith and his 
family fi rst.

His love and respect for my mother most cer-
tainly mirror that of Joseph for Mary. His love 
for his fi ve children and eight grandchildren is 
strong; unfailing in support.

His loyalty to Church and country, his 
service of God and man, remain an eloquent 
witness. My father has made it almost natural 
for me to believe in the love of our Heavenly 
Father, rich in mercy. His constancy and care 
have helped me enter into the knowledge and 
love of “Our Father.” 

As my father ages, he openly shares his 
desire to grow even closer to God, setting his 
sights on eternal life. With a grateful heart and 
much love, his words to me so many years ago 
are now my prayer for him on this Father’s 
Day, “Dad, may you be happy as you continue 
to do God’s will!”

Father John Metzinger and Robert Eugene 
Metzinger

Father Theodore Hesburgh, the president of 
the University of Notre Dame for many years, 
once said, “The most important thing a father 
can do for his children is to love their mother.”

I always have appreciated my father’s faith-
fulness to my mother. Their love has formed a 
solid foundation for me, my sister and my four 
brothers. This summer, we are gathering as a 
family to celebrate my parents’ 60th wedding 
anniversary.

I know that my father’s life has not always 
been an easy one. He spent his career serv-
ing as a city manager, not the easiest of pro-
fessions. And, he and my mother raised six 
children, making many sacrifi ces along the way 
and teaching us to be good stewards of God’s 
gifts.

My respect for my father has grown over 
the years, as is often the case with fathers 
and sons. I do my best to imitate two of his 
strengths I most admire – integrity and faith-
fulness. It’s easier to believe in a faithful God 
when you have a faithful father. This Father’s 
Day, I am a grateful son.

Father Brian Buettner and Larry Buettner
I have been extremely blessed with a father 

who loves me unconditionally. Like many chil-
dren, I did not realize how much he sacrifi ced 
for my family, but his devotion to us was never 

in doubt. 
My father was 

raised Catholic 
and grew up 
surrounded 
by his three 
brothers and 
two sisters, 
but as each of 
them grew into 
adulthood, they 
left the Catholic 
faith. My father 
never left. 
Because of his 
example, I grew 
up knowing 
that the faith 
that was entrusted to me is not only worth de-
fending, but also worth sharing with others.

My childhood is fi lled with memories of my 
father taking us on family road trips, playing 
catch, and teaching us how to change a tire. 
He is a practical man who loves my mom, 
Deidre, loves his family and loves his faith. 

When I began seminary, my dad reached out 
to priests, parents of seminarians, and even 
the parents of priests. He wanted to do every-
thing he could to support me. He sends me 
texts of encouragement, calls me throughout 
the week and makes time to join me for dinner. 

Thank you, dad, for being such a good fa-
ther and for preparing me to be “Father Brian 
Buettner.” You have taught me how to be a 
spiritual father to all who are entrusted to me 
and to treat each person I meet with kindness, 
generosity and compassion. Pray for me as I 
continue to live out your example throughout 
my life and my vocation. Anyone I am able to 
assist upon their journey to God has you and 
mom to thank for your guidance and my early 
formation.

God Bless you and Happy Father’s Day!

Father Simeon Spitz and Jerry Spitz
My father Jerry taught me many things – 

to put family fi rst, that whining about work 
doesn’t get the work done any faster, and how 
to fi x almost anything with duct tape, bailing 
wire and JB Weld. Most importantly, he taught 
me how to pray.

Some of my earliest memories are of my dad 
teaching me how to pray my night prayers 
such as the Our Father, the prayer to my 
guardian angel and the Hail Mary. I might only 
have been age 3 or 4, but I wouldn’t say the 
line “Mother of God” because I was Protestant. 
Instead, I would say “Mother of Jesus.” He 
tried to reason with me, but made no headway 
because I was too stubborn (we have that in 
common). Still, we prayed and he didn’t get 
angry, he just waited for me to come around, 
and I did.

  To the dad who taught me to honor my 
Mother, happy Father’s Day.

Father’s Day - June 21



A few weeks ago, the Pew Re-
search Group released a new Re-
ligious Landscapes Survey, which 
measures trends in religious prac-
tice. The new survey indicates that 
the trends identifi ed in the 2008 
survey of the same name, have not 
reversed themselves. It shows that 
the Catholic Church is continuing 
to hemorrhage its membership, 
particularly in the young adult 
population.

Catholic millennials are ex-
tremely vulnerable to adopting 
the values and viewpoints of the 
secular culture over those that the 
Catholic Church has attempted to 
pass on.

One part of my faith journey that 
I don’t always share is how close I 
came to being one of those statis-
tics as a young adult. I was sorely 
tempted to leave the Church in fa-
vor of evangelicalism. Even though 
I’m a Gen X Catholic, perhaps my 
story can serve as a “cautionary 
tale” to understand a younger 
generation. But, to understand the 
story, it’s helpful to back up a few 
steps.

As I often share, my parents 
were faithful in the responsibilities 
they undertook at my baptism. We 
never missed Mass. They never 
contracepted. They taught us our 
prayers. They took us to catechism 
class, and saw that we received 
our sacraments. As impressive as 
that sounds, I was unconvinced 
that the stories I heard in Church 
were more than a fairy tale.

The fi rst persuasive witness I 
met was a high school friend who 
was Protestant. She talked about 
God with a confi dence that I had 
never heard before. Under her 
infl uence, I began to search the 
Word of God for greater under-
standing, and was surprised to 
discover that the Word of God was 
capable of communicating to me!

I gradually came to know and 

experience the Lord’s personal 
love for me, and I grew to love 
him in return. From time to time, 
I was surprised to discover that 
my friend did not believe the same 
things I had been taught. “Where 
does it say THAT in the Bible?” she 
would ask.

In high school, I undertook 
preparation for the Sacrament 
of Confi rmation. A very talent-
ed priest catechist set forth the 
“Catholic Proposal” in a logical, 
systematic and scriptural way. I 
discovered where it said THAT in 
the Bible. Under his instruction, 
and in the light of personal faith, 
I re-discovered the Eucharist and 
the rest of the Sacraments, along 
with their biblical roots.

I discovered that the Church 
got its teaching authority from 

Christ himself. I discovered the 
promises that Jesus made about 
the Church, and the Holy Spirit’s 
ongoing guidance. When I was 

confi rmed, I did so 
out of the convic-
tion that Jesus 
could be trusted to 
keep his promises 
with regard to the 
Church.

This foundation 
led me to the de-
cision to attend a 
Catholic college. I 
reasoned that one 
would not choose 
a Catholic college 
if one did not have 
an above average 
interest in Cathol-
icism. This as-
sumption turned 
out to be naïve, 
and I found myself 
in an environment 
of promiscuity, 
substance abuse 
and general in-
difference toward 
Catholicism. 

Midway through 
my third year, 
I dropped out. 
And, that’s when 

I almost left the Church — not 
because I didn’t believe the Cath-
olic Church’s claim to have been 
founded by Christ — I did! But, I 
longed to be with people who really 
loved Jesus, and it appeared to 
me that those who loved him most 
intensely were somewhere else.

The Lord took good care of me 
while I tested this hypothesis in an 
extended ecumenical experiment 
for the next two years. I made a 
deal with Jesus. “Lord,” I said, 
“I don’t really want to leave the 
church, but I want to be close to 
you. I won’t ‘offi cially leave’ until I 
know for sure that I can get closer 
to you by being somewhere else. 
Show me.”

I ended up getting involved in 
a Protestant youth ministry net-
work, and got a job in a Luther-
an Church. As it happened, the 
pastor’s wife was Catholic, so the 
three of us would go to the Catho-
lic Church on Saturday night, and 
the Lutheran Church on Sunday. 
During those two years, I had the 
privilege of meeting every stripe of 
Christian on the spectrum — good 
people, who encouraged me in my 
faith in many ways — without ever 
leaving the Church.

Being 700 miles away from home 
at the tender age of 20, I missed 
my family. In my fi rst great ad-
venture, I was lonely. So, I started 
making regular visits to the only 
person in town who really knew 
me: Jesus Christ in the Eucharist.

At the end of those two years, 
one thing was clear, I would 
remain Catholic if for no other 
reason than I could not leave the 
Eucharist.

Of course, there were other 
reasons to remain Catholic that 
became clear. After immersing 
myself in the Protestant world, I 
knew that there was no proposal 
that makes more coherent sense 
out life and divine revelation than 
that of which the Catholic Church 
is guardian and guarantor.

The Eucharist is the primary an-
chor of my Catholicism. Personal 
love for Jesus is the primary an-
chor of my faith in the Eucharist. 
If not for the Eucharist, it is highly 
unlikely that I would have re-
mained Catholic. If I had not come 
to know of our Lord’s personal love 
for me, if I had not grown into a 
personal love for Jesus, it is un-
likely that I would have loved the 
Eucharist, or the Church, as much 
as I do.

As we pray for our millennials, 
let us call them into a mutual 
personal love relationship with 
Christ, who will anchor them to 
the Catholic Church, where they 
can receive all that the Lord wants 
to give them.

Sooner Catholic
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How I almost got lost but stayed found

Carole Brown
Director of New 
Evangelization

Pope Francis leads Benediction out-
side the Basilica of St. Mary Major on 
the feast of Corpus Christi in Rome 
June 4. CNS photo/Paul Haring.

Weddell speaks in Oklahoma City
More than 100 parishioners packed a conference 

room at the Catholic Pastoral Center on June 5 to 
hear author Sherry Weddell discuss how to nurture a 
personal relationship with Christ and form intentional 
disciples within our parishes.  

“There are people out there who are waiting for what 
you and I have been given to give, and their lives hang 
in the balance. … There’s a huge amount at stake in 
you discerning and answering your call,” said Wed-
dell, author of “Forming Intentional Disciples: The 
Path to Knowing and Following Jesus.” 

For more information about New Evangelization and 
how you can get involved, go online to www.archokc.
org/new-evangelization/home or call (405) 721-5651, 
Ext. 186.
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What is VSED and why should it matter to us?
More than 20 years ago, Dr. Da-

vid Eddy, writing in the “Journal of 
the American Medical Association,” 
described how his mother, though 
not suffering from a terminal ill-
ness, chose to end her life through 
VSED (voluntarily stopping eating 
and drinking).

She was “very independent, very 
self-suffi cient, and very content.” 
When she began to be affl icted by 
various ailments, including rectal 
prolapse, she talked with her phy-
sician-son about “how she could 
end her life gracefully.” 

When she asked him, “Can I stop 
eating?” he told her that if it was 
really her intention to end her life, 
she also could stop drinking since, 
“without water, no one, not even 
the healthiest, can live more than 
a few days.” After a family bash 
celebrating her 85th birthday, she 
“relished her last piece of choco-
late, and then stopped eating and 
drinking.” She died of dehydration 
six days later, with her son ar-
ranging for pain medications to be 
administered during her fi nal days 
and hours.

Choosing not to eat or drink 
can be packaged as a noble and 
well-intentioned way to avoid 
intense pain and suffering, but 
VSED ultimately represents a 
fl awed choice. It subtly draws us 
into the mistake of treating the 
objective good of our life as if it 
were an evil to be quelled or extin-
guished. We have a moral duty to 
preserve and protect our life, and 
to use ordinary means of doing so. 
Suicide, even by starvation and 

dehydration, is still suicide and is 
never morally acceptable.

For some critically-ill patients, 
continued attempts to ingest food 
and liquids may cause signifi cant 
complications, including severe 
nausea, vomiting or complex 
problems with elimination. Such 
patients may fi nd themselves effec-
tively incapable of eating or drink-
ing. This is not VSED, but a direct 
manifestation of their advanced 
disease state, and does not raise 
any of the ethical concerns associ-
ated with VSED.

As disease or severe illness ad-
vances, and a patient draws near 
to death, various bodily systems 
may begin to fail, and a natural 
decrease in appetite can occur. 
This also is different from a vol-
untary decision to stop eating and 
drinking — VSED refers specifi cal-
ly to a conscious, elective decision 
on the part of a patient not to eat 
or drink when eating and drinking 
would be anticipated to provide 
benefi t to them without undue 
burdens.

As people are dying, the real evil 
that often needs to be quelled or 
extinguished is pain, and severe 
pain is properly addressed by 
non-suicidal means, that is to say, 
through effective pain manage-
ment and palliative care strategies. 

Dr. M. Scott Peck in his book, 
“Denial of the Soul,” argues that 
the “failure to treat pain is medi-
cal malpractice ... [and] one of the 
worst crimes in medicine today.” 
We live in an age that possesses 
a remarkable arsenal of methods 

and pharmaceuticals to address 
physical pain, depression and 
death-related anxiety, leaving 
little excuse for individuals to fear 
undergoing agonizing and pain-
racked deaths. 

Some have sought to suggest 
that patients who choose VSED 
may feel less pain because the ner-
vous system becomes dulled and 
the body may end up releasing 
chemicals which provide natural 
analgesia or pain relief: “What my 
patients have told me over the 
last 25 years is that when they 
stop eating and drinking, there’s 
nothing unpleasant about it – in 
fact, it can be quite blissful and 
euphoric,” said Dr. Perry G. Fine, 
vice president of medical affairs at 
the National Hospice and Palliative 
Care Organization in Arlington, 
Va. “It’s a very smooth, graceful 
and elegant way to go.” 

Such claims, however, remain 
highly controversial and strain 
credulity. 

Dehydration and starvation con-
stitute a form of assault against 
the integrity of the body and the 
whole organism, and if the body 
reacts by releasing chemicals, this 
is a form of “shock” response to an 
escalating traumatic situation. As 
noted for Dr. Eddy’s mother, pain 
medications were required to con-
trol the signifi cant suffering and 
discomfort that would otherwise 
have ensued from her dehydra-
tion/starvation. 

Even those who promote VSED, 
advocate uniformly for concurrent 
pain control. In fact, Helga Kuhse, 

a well-known advocate of assisted 
suicide, once argued that when 
people see how painful a death by 
starvation and dehydration real-
ly is, then, “in the patient’s best 
interest,” they will soon come to 
accept active euthanasia through, 
for example, a lethal injection. In-
deed, VSED is frequently promoted 
by right to die advocates as one 
method among others to carry out 
suicide or euthanasia. 

By its nature, VSED appears to 
be defi ned by the intent to cause 
death by forgoing the most basic 
requirements to conserve human 
life. Intentionally engaging in such 
damaging and self-destructive 
behaviors, by foisting dehydration 
and starvation onto our mortal 
frames so as to shutter our earthly 
existence, can never represent an 
ordered kind of human choice.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doctor-
al work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, Mass., 
and serves as director of education 
at The National Catholic Bioethics 
Center in Philadelphia. See www.
ncbcenter.org.

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center

New YouTube Kids app 
runs afoul of parents

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The 
Campaign for a Commercial-Free 
Childhood is borrowing an argu-
ment from Dr. Seuss in its com-
plaint against Google with the 
Federal Trade Commission. In the 
story “Horton Hears a Who,” Dr. 
Seuss penned the famous phrase, 
“A person’s a person no matter 
how small.” 

In the center’s April 7 complaint 
of the Google-owned YouTube Kids 
app aimed at preschoolers, they 
believe a screen’s a screen no mat-
ter how small — or where it is. 

“It doesn’t matter that a kid is 
watching a TV or something on 
YouTube Kids. They deserve pro-
tection,” said Josh Golin, the new 
executive director of the Campaign 
for a Commercial-Free Childhood.

What do kids need to be pro-
tected from? Let Golin count the 
ways. First off, “the advertising 
on YouTube Kids was unfair and 
deceptive,” he said. “Part of it 
was that there are long-standing 
rules on children’s television that 
requires separation of advertising 

and programming, and on You-
Tube Kids that separation doesn’t 
exist.” 

Another point of contention has 
to do with the “unboxing” videos 
that have a niche on YouTube. 

More users may be familiar with 
the videos where a kid unwraps a 
present and shrieks with delight 
after seeing what it is.

“Sometimes adults open up a 
toy and they talk about it and 
they say where you can get it,” 
Golin said, “Some of them, they 
have relationships with media 
companies and toy companies. 
That is a form of marketing. There 
is no disclosure.”

He added, “Google also says they 
don’t allow food advertising on the 
app, and there’s all sort of televi-
sion advertising on the app, and 
McDonald’s has its own channel 
on the app. ... You’re deceiving 
parents when you say they won’t 
be seeing food marketing on the 
app when in fact there’s a lot of 
it.”
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Grover
continued from page 1

his studies.
“I didn’t go to class and didn’t go to Mass. I 

drifted away. I wanted to watch football and 
play video games, 
and I did that.”

In the spring of 
2005, his 1.3 GPA 
brought him back 
to reality and out of 
school. “God reaches 
you when you are 
at your lowest,” he 
realized, and he was 
resolved to be more 
serious about his life.

After dropping out 
of OU, Grover took 
a job working for an 
environmental engineering company.

“I had a lot of time on my hands, and I read 
the Harry Potter series in a week. Then, I de-
cided to read the Bible, which I had never read 
from beginning to end. You don’t read it like 
a regular book, though, a wise 
priest once told me.”

Grover went back to school, 
this time Oklahoma City Commu-
nity College, where he attended 
from spring 2006 to spring 2007, 
studying logic, philosophy and 
world religions — subjects he later 
would take in the seminary.

He also attended retreats, where 
a vocation to the priesthood was 

fostered.
“I wanted to do something in the Church, and 

I always thought about the priesthood.” 
He credits Father Phil Seeton, the chaplain 

at McGuinness, for encouraging his vocation; 
Father Jack Feehily, the pastor of his home 
parish; and Archbishop Eusebius Beltran, who 
asked him, “When are you going into the semi-
nary?”

In the fall of 2007, Danny Grover entered 
Conception Seminary College in northwest-
ern Missouri and later went to Saint Meinrad 
School of Theology in southern Indiana. He is 
especially fond of the writings of Saint Augus-
tine of Hippo, which he said “have opened up 
the faith for me.” He also is inspired by Augus-
tine’s mother, Saint Monica, who prayed for 
her son’s conversion.

On June 27, along with two other deacons, 
Aaron Foshee and Lance Warren, Deacon 
Danny Grover will be ordained Father Danny 
Grover and will become the associate pastor of 

Saint Joseph in Norman.
He admittedly bleeds Crimson 

and Cream and is pleased about 
being back in Norman. Unlike the 
time he attended as a student, 
when God wasn’t at the forefront 
of his life, this time, he said, “I 
want to lead people to God.”

Ted King is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.

Danny Grover on a family vacation in 1993. Photo 
provided.

Warren
continued from page 1

The three three-day intensive Catholic retreats 
are held each year and participants must clear 
a long waiting list. 
Most people who 
attend consider it to 
be a life-changing 
event, and for Dea-
con Lance, it was no 
different. 

Upon completion of 
the Catholic retreat, 
Warren started RCIA 
(the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults), 
a year long process 
of entrance into the 
Catholic Church. He was confi rmed in the 
Church in October 2005. 

Warren earned his college degree and found 
a job in engineering, and then on oil rigs. He 
once spent 54 straight days on an oil rig and 
discovered it wasn’t something he wanted to 
do for the rest of his life. He was missing Mass 
and Communion during those many days. 

His call to the Church and the priesthood 
continued, so he explored his call to a voca-
tion with three priests in the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City — Father Don 
Wolf, Father Shane Tharp 
and Father Joe Irwin.

Again, he observed one 
common thread in all the 
priests he met, “They had an 
overwhelming feeling of being 
at peace about them.”

Six years ago, he decided 
to enter Saint Meinrad Semi-
nary in Indiana. His parents, 
still faithful members to their 
Methodist church, voiced res-

ervations about the priesthood as did relatives 
who serve as Southern Baptist ministers.

His family has come to accept his decision, 
observing that he has been at peace and has 
been able to serve his fellow man as an intern 
hospital chaplain at OU Medical Center and 

OU Children’s Hospital.
“My time as a chaplain in-

tern at OU Medical Center was 
very formative to me during my 
seminary experience. I sat and 
prayed with people with terrible 
injuries, and on two occasions I 
performed emergency baptisms 
on children who were moments 
from death. That’s when I be-
gan to feel God really working 
through me in ministry.”

  Needless to say, Warren still 

follows John 15:13 and admires saints like 
Saint Maximilian Kolbe and Saint Joseph, 
guardian of the Holy Family.

Deacon Lance has been doing his priestly 
studies at Saint Meinrad, and has completed 
two years of philosophy studies. He soon will 
complete his fourth year of theology. 

His new assignment at Saint Francis of Assisi 
in Oklahoma City will begin a new journey in 
his priestly ministry.

“I am very excited to be assigned to Saint 
Francis. I’m eager to be involved in the lives of 
parishioners and students,” he said. “What I’m 
most looking forward to is administering the 
sacraments, especially the sacrament of recon-
ciliation where I can help penitents have a real 
experience with God’s love and mercy.”

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

Assignment: 
St. Joseph, Norman

Mass of 
Thanksgiving:
June 28, 11:30 a.m.
St. Andrew, Moore

Assignment: 
St. Francis of Assisi, OKC

Mass of Thanksgiving:
June 28, 5 p.m.
Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Duncan
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Archbishop ordains new transitional deacon

Newly ordained deacon John Paul Lewis 
stood before the altar to receive congratulations 
from his fellow deacons, one-by-one. At the end 
of the line was his father, Deacon Paul Lewis, 
whose long embrace of his son welcomed him 
into the diaconal order. God willing, John Paul 
Lewis will be ordained a priest in June 2016.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley ordained Lewis 
to the transitional diaconate for the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City on June 6 at the Ca-
thedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help — the 
parish in which Lewis grew up. More than 
100 of Lewis’ friends, fellow seminarians, high 
school classmates and his family, including 
his parents Deacon Paul and Rosemary Lewis, 
attended the ordination.

“Strengthened by the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
John Paul will help the bishop and priests in 
the ministry of the word, the ministry of the al-
tar and the ministry of charity, and join in the 
service of all,” Archbishop Coakley said during 
his homily. 

Archbishop Coakley explained the duties of 
the diaconate and spoke of Lewis’ preparation 
by his parents and what is expected of him 
in his service to God during his vocational 
journey. Lewis, in turn, promised respect and 
obedience, and declared his commitment to the 
duties of the diaconate, including his commit-
ment to the gift of celibacy.

“You are called to be a disciple of the Lord, 
Jesus … not to be served, but to serve.” 

Lewis will spend the summer at Saint 
Charles Borromeo in Oklahoma City before 

returning to Saint John Vianney Seminary in 
Denver for one more year. 

“The Lord blessed me with great clarity very 
early on in my life, and kept me on that path,” 
he said. “Through my conversion experience in 
eighth grade, He made it abundantly clear to 
me what he wanted me to be. … To give my life 
in service is one of the main reasons I respond-
ed to this call from the Lord.”

Lewis asked parishioners to pray for him, 
especially for the intercession of The Blessed 
Mother — Our Lady of Perpetual Help — Saint 
John Vianney, Saint Benedict and Saint Pat-
rick.

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner Catholic.

To serve others with joy and love
By Diane Clay

The Sooner Catholic

Archbishop Coakley greets John Paul Lewis for the 
first time as a deacon. Photo Jan Foisy.

John Paul Lewis prostrates himself in prayer before the altar at his ordination to the Order of Deacon. Photo Jan 
Foisy.

Catholic Foundation Golf Classic 2015

Archbishop Coakley blows out candles on a cake to celebrate his 60th 
birthday; (top right) John Robin poses with friend Chris Evans after 
winning the Schools Flight 1st Place Trophy; (bottom right) Archbish-
op Coakley presents the Rev. Kirk Larkin All Parish Team 1st Place 
Trophy to Chris Evans, Chuck and Jaimee Zorio, and Al Warren. Photos 
Chris Porter.
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Congratulations Class of 2015

Mount Saint Mary Catholic High School

For information on admissions, applications, shad-
ow visits and fi nancial assistance, contact:

(405) 631-8865 Ext. 205
www.mountstmary.org
2801 S. Shartel Ave., OKC 73109
Admissions: dwilson@mountstmary.org

Photos Chris Porter.

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School

For information on admissions, tuition, fi nancial aid, 
and placement test and enrollment deadlines contact:

(405) 842-6638
www.bmchs.org
Freshman: lohara@bmchs.org
Sophomore/Junior: rdamron@bmchs.org
801 NW 50, OKC 73118

Photos Cara Koenig.

Cullen Abeln 
OU

Zachary 
Alexander 

University of 
Arkansas

Mary 
Anderson

OU

Madeline 
Andrews

OU

Connor
Bannon
George 

Washington 
University

Ryan Barth
University of 
Washington

Hayden
Bartlett

OU

Jack Baze
OSU

Kolby Berry 
OU

Richard 
Bisson
OSU

Nathan Blagg 
OU

Noel
Boeckman

OSU

Frederick 
Boross
UCO

William Box 
OSU

Shannon 
Bransfi eld

UCO

Benjamin 
Brooks

UCO

Ashli Brown 
UCO

Andrea 
Browning
George 

Washington 
University

Barrett 
Bumpas

University of 
Arkansas

Adriana 
Bustamante 

UCO

Elizabeth 
Butts
UCO

Caroline Carl 
OU

Dru Chilson 
UCO

Carla Clark 
OU

Isabella
Clifton

OU

Anne Coffey 
OU

Joseph 
Corbett

University of 
Arkansas/
Little Rock

Zachary
Cornelison

Rhodes
College

Adriano
Coronel

Morehouse 
College

Hayden
Crandall

University of 
Colorado

Jackson 
Dalton

Northern 
Arizona 

University

Kevin Davis
University of 
Washington

Katie Doan
OU

Emily
Dougherty

OSU

Elizabeth 
Edem

University of 
California, 

Irvine

Adele 
Edmonds
St. Mary’s 

College 
(Notre Dame)

Anna Egas
Duke 

University

Anna Elder 
Westminster 

College

Blake Fabian 
OSU

Sydney 
Foster 

University of 
Denver

Kathryn 
Fowler
UCO

Taylor Franks 
University of 

Arkansas

Brooklyn 
Frazier
Pace

University

Lindsey 
Frogge 

University of 
Colorado

Braden Farris 
College of the 

Ozarks

Bishop McGuinness Class of 2015
Photos by Cara Koenig and Chris 
Porter.
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Lauren 
Gawey 

University of 
Georgia

Gavin Gee
OSU

Jacquelynn 
Gibson

UCO

Elbin 
Gonzalez 

UCO

Rachael 
Groves 

OU

Gabrielle 
Grubb
SMU

Jillian Hagen
UCO

Destiny 
Harman 

UCO

Kelli Haworth 
OSU

Olivia Head
Wofford 
College

Calli Hefl in 
OSU

Baylee Henry
UCO

Jacqueline 
Hernandez

OU

Christina 
Hochla 

Marquette 
University

Josie Hodges 
Undecided

Allison
Hopfer 
OSU

Andrew 
Hopkins

University of 
S. Carolina

Catherine 
Howard

OU

Riley Hughes
OU

Genevieve 
Ille
OU

Grayson Irvin 
University of 

Arkansas

Elizabeth 
Jantz

OU

Jennings 
Jarman

UVA

Jake Jeldy
OU

Allison
Johnson

University of 
Arkansas

Cory Jones
OU

Jonathan 
Jones

OU

Rachel 
Jordan

TCU

John Kalk
OSU

Natalie 
Kastens

University 
of Central 

Florida

Lara Keddissi
OU

Zachary
Kelley

OU

Allison Kelly
Colorado 
School of 

Mines

Mark 
Kennedy

UCO

James 
Klepper

OSU

Stuart Krous
St. Edward’s 

University

Jack 
Lafferrandre

OSU

Theresa Lam
UCO

LeaRose 
LaPorte

University of 
Arkansas

Jackson Law
OSU

Coley Lee
Texas A&M

William
Lienhard

Naval 
Academy

Eva Longoria 
SW OSU

Laura 
Lorenzo

OSU

Allison 
Lubbers

OSU

Lisset 
Manzano

OSU

Allie Marino
OU

Dylan Marks 
OSU-OKC

Kaylee 
Martin 
OSU

McKenna 
Murphy

OCU

Sarah 
Millwee

UCO

Coleman 
Moody
Naval 

Academy

Blair Morgan
OU

Mary Kate 
Morrissey

OSU

Hattie Msuya 
TCU

Drew 
Mueggenborg
Undecided

Christopher 
Nguyen

OU

Deborah 
Njenje
UCO

Henry Novak
OU

Madelyn 
O’Brien

UCO

Christopher 
O’Connor

Xavier 
University

Dominic 
Perrault

OSU

Garrett 
Pierce

University of 
Arkansas

Quincy Plank
Newman 

University

Megan Price
University of 

Tampa

Marcelo 
Puiggari

OU

Jake Pulley
Undecided

Sierra Purser 
Fort Lewis 

College

Anushka Raj
OU

Nancy Rance
UCO

Luke Ray
OSU

Hannah Reen
Clemson

University

Sarah 
Reininger

University of 
Mississippi

Christina 
Richerson

UCO

Joseph 
Romano

OU

Timothy 
Rosencrans

OSU

Molly Ross
OSU

Thomas Roy 
OSU

Christina 
Schrantz

OSU

Lauren 
Schwarz

OU

Blaire Scott 
Clemson 

University

Ellie Seaton 
OSU

Jacob Seaton
OSU

Rebekah 
Selid
OSU

Henry 
Shields

UCO

Samuel 
Shields

OSU

Jane Simms
Undecided

Kathryn Sine 
Northeastern 

University

Chase
Skelton

OSU

John Slay
OU

Brock Smith
OU

Ian Smith
OU

Michael 
Smith
UCO

Veronica 
Stephenson

SW OSU

Lynsey 
Stoneking

OSU

Landon 
Strunk

OU

Turner Swink 
OSU-OKC

Cole Terlip
OU

Victoria 
Thompson

University of 
Colorado

Zachary 
Tillotson

OSU

Benjamin 
Toal
OU

Lisa Tran
UCO

Matthew 
Tran

OSU-OKC

Emily Tubb
Hamilton 
College

Adaeze 
Ughanze
Baylor

Anthony 
Valle

Rose State 
College

Christian 
Vannarath

OSU

Daniel 
Velasco

OSU

Jack Vesper
OU

Clara Walker
Arizona 
State 

University

Kayleigh 
Wallace

American 
Musical and 

Dramatic 
College

Aspen Weber 
Kansas State

Hannah 
Williams

University of 
New Mexico

Madison 
Williams

UCO

Brent 
Wilson 
OSU

Olivia 
Wisniewski 
Undecided

Mason 
Woodward 

UCO

Emily Young
UCO

Cameron 
Adney
UCO

Franchesca 
Alexander

OSU

Diana 
Andrade
Kenyon 
College

Alanis 
Ballester

Drury
University

Suzet Barron
OSU

Adrienne 
Berry
SNU

Karen Bisges
Franciscan 
University

Caton 
Blackman

UCO

Trai Bray
UCO

Sarah 
Brockman 

UCO

Joseph 
Castiglione

OU

Jacob 
Charvat

OU

Christopher 
Conner

Undecided

Blake 
Crawford

University of 
Arkansas

Kyle Cricklin
UCO

Matthew 
Cusack

OU

Maria 
Danusantoso
College of the 

Holy Cross

Trini Dean
OU

Kolbey 
Duclos
OBU

Claire 
Dumolt

UCO

Kieran Raj
OU

Mount Saint Mary Class of 2015

Bishop McGuinness Class of 2015
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Chandler 
Edwards

USAO

Dillon 
Ferguson

OU

Payton
Fisher

University of 
Arkansas

Jacob
Fitzmorris

OU

Janely
Franco 

OSU

Victoria 
Galier
OSU

Vanesa 
Garcia
OSU

Chloe Glass 
TCU

Kayla Green
UCO

Gerhardt 
Hilts

Undecided

Isaac Holland
OCU

Sarah Jekel
UCO

Robert 
Johnson

Metro 
Technology 

Center

Luciano 
Juarez

Undecided

Lauren 
Kabelitz

OU

Heather 
Keene
USAO

Jacob 
Keupen

UCO

Hee-Jae Kim
Embry Riddle 
Aeronautic

Joseph
Krodel

OU

Megan Krug
UCO

Christopher 
Krummich

UCO

Sarah Lane
OSU

Jae Gyeong 
Lee

University of 
Washington

Josh Lee
OCCC

Thomas 
Little
OCCC

David Lloyd 
Jr.

Undecided

Cristofer 
Lluch
OCCC

Alyssa Lopez
UCO

Joshua 
Maddox

UCO

Dillon Manley
TCU

Mercedes 
Marsee

OU

Gabriel 
Martin
OCCC

Amanda 
Martincich

OCU

Marcos 
Martinez

Metro Tech 
Aviation

Jennifer 
Marwitz

KU

Naomi 
Matsumoto

OU

Kyle Mazza
Newman 

University

Alexandra 
McCoy

OU

Bryson
McClure

Metro Tech

Ellen Mills
OSU

Phuc Happy 
Nguyen

OU

Quynh
Nguyen
SW OSU

Kevin
Nguyen

OU

Hope O’Dell 
OBU

Mackenzie 
Paige
OSU

Matthew 
Peace

OU

Rebecca
Perretti

OU

Kevin Pham
OU

Colton
Phoenix

OCU

Seth Price
UCO

Zachary
Randall

OU

Hala Riley
OCCC

Briseida
Rodriguez

OSU

Thalia
Rodriguez

UCO

Madison
Rubino

UCO

Alondra
Sanchez

Undecided

Katherine 
Sanderson

OSU

Brianna
Sarabia

Undecided

Claire Smith
OSU

Marie
Suddath

East Central 
University

Nicholas 
Sutton
UCO

John Teague
William and 

Mary

Jesse Turner
Colorado 
School of 

Mines

Ifeatu
Ubabuike

UCO

Kasady Uhr
St. Gregory’s 

University

Miguel Valle
Undecided

Steven Waite
UCO

Jamie Wright 
OSU

Barry Zhang
University of 
S. Carolina

Mount Saint Mary Class of 2015
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Pope says parents must not exclude themselves from education 

VATICAN CITY – Parents must 
not exclude themselves from their 
children’s lives and, despite what 
some “experts” may say, they must 
take an active role in their chil-
dren’s education, said Pope Fran-
cis during his general audience in 
St. Peter’s Square.

“It’s time for fathers and mothers 
to come out of their exile – because 
they have exiled themselves from 
their children’s education – and 
to fully assume again their educa-
tional role,” he said.

Continuing a series of talks 
about the family, the pope said 
its “essential characteristic” is 
its “natural vocation to educate 
children so that they grow in re-
sponsibility for themselves and for 
others.”

But, faced with numerous 
experts who tell them how their 
children should be raised, many 
parents have withdrawn their 
involvement in their children’s 
education, and this is “very grave,” 
he said.

“’Critical’ intellectuals of all types 
have silenced parents in a thou-
sand ways to defend the younger 

generation from the damages – 
real or imagined – of education in 
the family,” he said. 

The result is a “divide between 
families and society, between fami-
lies and schools,” he said.

In trying to demonstrate how 
“things have changed,” the pope 
told a personal story about when 
he said a bad word to his fourth-
grade teacher, who promptly called 
his mother. When his mother 
came to school the next day, she 
made him apologize to the teacher 
and then disciplined him when he 
got home.

Today instead, he said, parents 

will reprimand a teacher who tries 
to discipline their child.

In addition, he said, “puzzled by 
the new demands made by chil-
dren” and the complexity of life, 
many parents are “paralyzed by 
the fear of making a mistake.”

Children must be accompanied 
and “grow without being discour-
aged, step by step,” he said.

“Wonderful” Christian parents 
“full of human wisdom” demon-
strate that good education in the 
family is the “spine of humanism,” 
he said.

By Laura Ieraci 
Catholic News Service 

Sacred Heart Konawa to celebrate 100th anniversary

One hundred years after its construction, 
Sacred Heart Church near Konawa practically 
stands unchanged. Perhaps even more signifi -
cantly, many of the descendants of the parish’s 
founding families still worship there.

On June 14, these loyal parishioners cele-
brated the centennial of the blessing of their 
church building.

Rt. Rev. Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., Abbot 
of Saint Gregory’s Abbey, and Sacred Heart 
pastor Rt. Rev. Adrian Vorderlandwehr, O.S.B., 
concelebrated Mass at 11 a.m., with a potluck 
and tours of the grounds following.

The celebration highlights the history of 
Catholicism in Oklahoma as well as honors the 
original contributions of the families who built 
Sacred Heart Church, Father Vorderlandwehr 
said.

Sacred Heart parish grew out of Sacred 
Heart Mission, which was founded in 1876 by 
French Benedictine monks at the request of the 
Potawatomie Indians, who were already large-
ly Catholic. As German, Italian and French 
Catholics immigrated to the area, many settled 
near the mission, recognizing it as a haven for 
Catholics.

For the next 25 years or so, Benedictines 
led these settlers in worship alongside the 
Potawatomie at the monastery. In the same 
time period, Sisters of Mercy arrived at the mis-
sion and established a school for girls, Saint 
Mary’s Academy, which is now Mount Saint 
Mary High School in Oklahoma City.

Then, in 1901, a fi re destroyed most of the 
buildings associated with the mission. The 
monks and Sisters of Mercy began to rebuild, 
but the fi re prompted an ongoing deliberation 
about the future of the mission. The monks 
eventually decided to relocate to Shawnee, 
where they founded Saint Gregory’s Abbey and 
University. 

The mission and Saint Mary’s Academy 
remained open until the 1940s. Meanwhile, 

the local 
Catholic 
residents, pas-
tored by Father Mau-
rus Fuerestenberg, O.S.B., 
founded Sacred Heart Church.

In 1914, parishioners began to con-
struct the new church building. They intended 
it to be “an ornament to the entire country,” 
according to the Sept. 14, 1914, issue of “Sa-
cred Heart Monthly.” They also intended it to 
be fi reproof.

To achieve that end, they designed “a con-
crete, monolithic building” with iron, not wood-
en, window frames and metal, not wooden, 
laths.

Without the benefi t of motors to mix the con-
crete, parishioners had to mix the concrete by 
hand 24 hours a day until it was poured.

“It’s quite a feat what they did,” Father 
Vorderlandwehr said.

In the iron frames of the windows, the pa-
rishioners installed “Munich fi gure” art glass, 
the work of the noted Saint Louis Emile Frei 
Art Glass Company. They plastered the interi-
or, and furnished it with a high altar and two 

side altars carved of wood.
On June 11, 1915, Bishop Theophile Meer-

schaert, the fi rst bishop of what would become 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, blessed the 
church.

“In clear, expressive language, the bishop ex-
plained the blessing of the church, reminding 
the faithful of their obligation to care for and 
provide all things necessary for the temple of 
God,” “Sacred Heart Monthly” reported.

It is a reminder that the faithful of Sacred 
Heart continue to heed. In recent years, the 
church required several repairs, and parishio-
ners once again rose to the challenge, Father 
Vorderlandwehr said.

Local artist Sharon Semtner repainted and 
refurbished the holy water font as well as a 
statue of Mary. Local carpenter Mark Stoup 
and Jan Pasienski collaborated on a three-year 
renovation of the art glass windows. The parish 
also provided for the interior to be repainted 
and the carpet to be replaced.

Semtner has been instrumental in planning 
the upcoming centennial celebration. 

“My goal was just to focus on the history 
of the building of the church because some 
grandchildren still go to the same church their 
grandparents built,” she said.

Semtner, who joined the parish in 1977, 
explains her contributions simply; to her, the 
parish “is home.”

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
For the Sooner Catholic

If You Go
What: Centennial celebration of Sacred Heart Church, Konawa
When: Mass at 11 a.m., June 14, with potluck and tours to follow
Where: Sacred Heart, 47943 Abbey Road, Konawa 74849
Why: To celebrate the history of Catholicism in Oklahoma, and honor 
the contributions of Sacred Heart founding families

Organizers hope descendants of parish founders will attend, in-
cluding the Rhodd, Thorp, Tallbear, Bruno, O’Connor, Diester, Grove, 
Semtner, Zoeller, Negahnquet, Akerman, Schmidlkofer, Kuesterstef-
fen, McCraw, Delonais, Sanders, Lehman, Hillerman, Khoury, Bous-
ka, Wano, Canfi eld, Vietenheimer, Barnickel, Nicklas and Steinberger 
families. 

Those baptized, confi rmed, married or who received First Commu-
nion at Sacred Heart, bring copies of photos from the events or e-mail 
to ssemtner7@outlook.com.

Florence-Zoeller wedding, the Rhodd siblings, youth 
march in a festival, Victoria Kirkwood’s fi rst com-
munion, Francis DeLonais and Mary Shopwattuck 
DeLonais. Photos provided.



Through reading or watching the news, 
someone might see Pope Francis as a disarm-
ingly gentle man; a simple, humble soul with a 
great deal of paternal appeal. While all of these 
attributes are true, our newest Holy Father is 
so much more. 

Austen Ivereigh’s biography of Pope Francis, 
“The Great Reformer: The Making of a Radical 
Pope,” shows us a Pope Francis as an intelli-
gent, well-educated man who is the equal of 
world leaders and clearly the head of the Ro-
man Catholic Church.

Ivereigh details for us how Pope Francis was 
shaped by his Jesuit background and formed 
in the complex, tumultuous politics of Argen-
tina in the latter part of the 20th century. Fi-
nally, Pope Francis emerges from the pages of 
Ivereigh’s biography as a man “who let himself 
be chiseled by God’s will.”

Jorge Mario Bergoglio was born in 1936 to 
Italian immigrant parents who arrived penni-

less in Buenos Aires in January 1928. Much 
like the immigrants in New York in the early 
1900s, the 4.6 million Italians and Spaniards 
who came to Argentina at that time lived in 
close-knit families tied to the local parish 
church. Bergoglio was one of fi ve children, and 
the parish church was only seven blocks away.

The Argentine Church in the 1930s was “vig-
orous, confi dent,” with 10 new diocese being 
created and the Church “running a network of 
newspapers, magazines and radio stations.”

Then, in 1946, Juan Perón was elected 
president. In time, Perón’s government came 
to see the Church as a kind of rival. Relations 
broke down completely, and in 1954 “Church 
publications and radio stations were ransacked 
and closed down,” and “public religious acts 
were forbidden.” Divorce and prostitution were 
legalized.

It is against this background that Ivereigh 
describes Bergoglio’s conversion experience 
in 1953, just “six weeks shy of his 17th birth-
day,” when he came to know, to feel the mercy 
of God in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. It 
was at this point that he decided to become a 
priest.

Ivereigh’s book moves back and forth be-

tween a chronology of Bergoglio’s life and 
explanations of the political situation in Argen-
tina. Understanding what Argentina endured 
and how it evolved are essential to understand-
ing how Bergoglio’s character was formed.

Time and time again, Bergoglio was forced to 
deal with diffi cult issues that threatened his 
country, the Church and the Jesuit order that 
he joined in 1958. 

Bergoglio was ordained in 1969 and made his 
perpetual profession as a Jesuit in 1973. Also 
in 1973, Peron was elected to a third term as 
president and died in 1974, having been over-
thrown in 1955 and exiled.

So, just as Bergoglio was beginning his life as 
a priest, Argentina entered one of its darkest 
periods. This was the era of military rule, the 
so-called Dirty War. Some priests, including 
some Jesuits, sided with the far left. Liberation 
Theology emerged. There were death squads 
and imprisonment, torture. Twenty priests and 
religious were killed, and 84 joined the ranks 
of “the disappeared” who numbered more than 
30,000.

Father Bergoglio became head of the Jesu-
it order in Argentina at age 35, and he began 
reforms that caused division within the order. 
Then as now, he advocated for reform as a 
return to the true teachings of Christ. Always, 
there was a concern for the poor.

The division within the order resulted in 
the removal of Bergoglio from his teaching 
post. (He had been replaced as Provincial.) He 
agreed in 1986 to take a sabbatical in Germa-
ny to work on a doctorate. It was there that he 
encountered the painting of Mary, Untier of 
Knots, an image that has come to be associated 
with Pope Francis. Praying before the painting, 
he had “a profound experience” that encour-
aged him to return to Argentina. 

He eventually was made a bishop in 1992, 
and was elevated to cardinal in 2001. In 2013, 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio became Pope Francis.

Ivereigh’s book shows us a man perfectly gift-
ed to leadership of the Church in reforming its 
mission as the Church of the Gospel. Ivereigh 
calls Francis “a once-in-a–generation combina-
tion … of political genius” and “desert saint.”

The book is not easy reading; the complex 
social, political and religious developments are 
carefully explained, but not easily glossed over. 
The reader closes the fi nal pages of this work 
with a sense of accomplishment in coming to 
understand and appreciate this man so clearly 
called by God.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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Review: Chiseled by the will of God
By J.E. Helm

For the Sooner Catholic

Argentine Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, now Pope Francis, is pictured walking through a subway turnstile in 
Buenos Aires in 2008. CNS photo/Diego Fernandez Otero, Clarin handout via Reuters.
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God on the inside
Building prison ministry in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Sally Riesenberg became in-
volved in prison ministry “because 
someone was kind to a stranger.” 

After writing a thank you note to 
an inmate for his kindness toward 
others in the Oklahoma County 
Jail, Riesenberg received a reply 
from the man, saying he had no 
idea people on the outside cared. 

 That was four years ago, and to-
day Riesenberg visits the jail every 
Tuesday, distributing books and 
magazines, and letting those on 
the inside know God is with them.

She has 20 carts, three shelves 
each; one for each “pod” or jail 
unit. The carts and contents are 
provided through generous do-
nations from friends and family 
members of one-time inmates.

Riesenberg also visits the jail on 
Thursday mornings for one-on-
one visits with female inmates. In 
the afternoon, she visits with male 
inmates or with some of the juve-
niles who are incarcerated. Two 
parishioners from Christ the King 
in Oklahoma City go with her.

Riesenberg was invited into the 
prison ministry program by Dea-
con Roy Forsythe of Saint John 
the Baptist in Edmond. In 2014, 
Forsythe was named by Archbish-

op Paul Coakley as Catholic Faith 
Group Liaison for the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City to the Oklaho-
ma Department of Corrections. 
Forsythe recently completed an 
extensive survey of the corrections 
centers and prisons in the archdi-
ocese.

“It will allow the archbishop to 
know who is providing Catholic 
services to the inmates: Mass and 
the sacraments, Bible study and 
visitation,” he said. 

For Forsythe, it’s much more 
than numbers. Forsythe, like 
Riesenberg, visits the county jail 
every Tuesday, meeting with 12-15 
inmates. As many as 40 men may 
request a visit.

The services provided by For-
sythe include taking Communion 
to the men who are Catholic, 
arranging for a priest to come and 
hear confessions, and at times, he 
is privileged to see someone bap-
tized into the Church. 

Forsythe remembers a man he 
visited about a year ago.

“He committed his life to Christ,” 
Forsythe said. “He was on fi re for 
his newfound faith, and he wanted 
to read everything I could take to 
him.”

Today, the man is serving his 
sentence away from the Oklahoma 

City area, and he is an assistant 
RCIA director at his prison. 

Forsythe said his ministry is “all 
about the joy of sharing the Gospel 
with those who have never heard 
it and seeing how it can be a life 
changing event.”

 James Silk, accompanying For-
sythe for the fi rst time, was struck 
by the sorrow in the faces of jail 
inmates. He said he could see how 
they were struggling to come to 
grips with the will of God and the 
situation they are in.

Joe Cory, a parishioner at Christ 
the King, also is new to prison 
ministry. He began participating 
after the Retreat in Daily Life fi ve 
years ago. 

“Sally kept trying to get me into 
it,” he said. “Deacon Forsythe also 
invited me, so I decided to give it a 
try.”

Cory has been impressed by how 
the Holy Spirit is at work when he 
speaks with a prisoner. The Holy 
Spirit “gives you the words you 
didn’t think you could say.”

James Casey was called to 
prison ministry a little more than 
a year ago. He had never been to 
a jail, and didn’t know anyone 

who had been in prison. Casey is 
a Benedictine Oblate at Our Lady 
of the Annunciation Monastery at 
Clear Creek near Tulsa. 

Casey said he believes he re-
ceived a call from the Holy Spirit, 
and so he approached his pastor 
at Holy Trinity Parish is Okarche. 
His pastor put him in touch with 
Deacon Forsythe. 

Casey is fulfi lled in this minis-
try and has seen a man who left 
Christianity for Islam come back 
to Christ. Casey was there for the 
man’s baptism and fi rst commu-
nion. 

In Konawa, the Rt. Rev. Adri-
an Vorderlandwehr, O.S.B., who 
served as abbot at Saint Gregory’s 
for nine years and is pastor of Sa-
cred Heart Church, now serves as 
the chaplain for the Joseph Harp 
Correctional Center in Lexington 
and for the Lexington Assessment 
and Reception Center. 

“Prisoners look forward to Mass,” 
Father Vorderlandwehr said. “In-
mates are just people who happen 
to have made a mistake.”

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Deacon Roy Forsythe (left) and James Silk look over their visitation schedule at the 
Oklahoma County Jail. Photo J.E. Helm.

Pope Francis blesses an inmate during the feet-washing at Holy Thursday Mass at 
Rebibbia prison in Rome in this April 2 file photo. The pope regularly visits with 
prisoners, a practice he began while archbishop of Buenos Aires. CNS photo/L’Osser-
vatore Romano via Reuters.

St. Gregory’s Abbey expands summer retreat program
Three retreats will be offered this summer at 

Saint Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee.

The Tools for Good Works: Saint Benedict 
Points to Peace will be held from June 26-28, 
led by the Rt. Rev. Lawrence Stasysen, O.S.B., 
Abbot of Saint Gregory’s Abbey. Abbot Law-
rence will present refl ections based on Ch. 4 of 
the Rule of St. Benedict, and will assist par-
ticipants in examination of their own spiritual 
toolbox to see how they might bring more to 
their own “workshop” of the Lord’s service.

Testing Spirits and Discerning Voices will 
be held from July 10-12, led by Father Simeon 
Spitz, O.S.B. Father Simeon will offer refl ection 
on how those who seek to follow God’s will are 
often left wondering what His will truly is.  

Faith and Doubt is the theme of the third 
retreat led by Father Charles Buckley, O.S.B., 
from July 24-26. He will draw on the book 
“Losing God” by Father Michael Paul Gallagh-
er, S.J., who teaches theology at the Gregorian 
University in Rome. The retreat will lead par-
ticipants to refl ect on our faith in the context of 
our contemporary culture.

During the retreats, participants are welcome 
to follow the prayer schedule of the monastery 
and share meals with monks. Rooms are avail-
able in the university’s residence halls. Week-
end cost is $80 for those staying in a semi-pri-
vate room, $95 for those in a private room, and 
$50 for those not requesting a room.

Registration during each retreat weekend be-
gins at 6 p.m. on Fridays, with the fi rst confer-
ence at 8 p.m. The retreats conclude after Noon 

on Sundays.
For registration forms, go online to www.

monksok.org.

Fr. Simeon Spitz at a conference at St. Gregory’s. Photo 
St. Gregory’s Abbey.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

La fascinación reciente en los medios de 
comunicación con la “transición” de Bruce Jen-
ner en Caitlyn ha puesto de relieve la confusión 
trágica sobre género y diferencia sexual en la 
sociedad actual. Arraigado tanto en la ley nat-
ural y la revelación divina, nuestra enseñanza 
católica afi rma que los hombres y las mujeres 
son iguales y diferentes. Juntos son creados 
a imagen y semejanza de Dios. El hombre y la 
mujer han sido diseñados por Dios en relación 
unos con otros para formar una unión conyu-
gal que da a luz hijos. Las consecuencias de 
esta afi rmación son de largo alcance.

La diferencia sexual es esencial para el 
matrimonio y la crianza de los hijos. Nuestros 
cuerpos son importantes. No sólo tenemos un 
cuerpo. Somos un cuerpo. Sin esta base en 
la diferencia sexual y la complementariedad, 
no hay límite a lo que el “matrimonio” podría 
signifi car.

Quizás para cuando salga publicado este 
número del Sooner Catholic, y ciertamente 
para fi nales de junio, la Corte Suprema emitirá 
su fallo sobre dos cuestiones cruciales relati-
vas a la defi nición misma del matrimonio. Las 
preguntas que el tribunal está abordando pre-
guntan si la Decimocuarta Enmienda requiere 
que un estado otorgue licencia para un “matri-
monio” entre dos personas del mismo sexo, y 
si la misma enmienda le requiere a un estado 
a reconocer “matrimonios” del mismo sexo que 
fueron legalmente autorizadas y realizadas en 
otro estado.

No importa cuál sea el fallo de la corte, no 
puede cambiar lo que el matrimonio realmente 
es. Matrimonio por su misma naturaleza sigue 
siendo la unión de un hombre y una mujer. Es 
una institución natural que antecede y precede 
gobiernos y regulación gubernamental.

Cada sociedad ha reconocido que importa 
la unión sexual del hombre y la mujer porque 
crea la siguiente generación. Mientras que 

Jesús elevó el matrimonio cristiano a un sac-
ramento, la complementariedad de los sexos y 
el signifi cado natural del matrimonio pueden 
conocerse mediante la razón, incluso sin apelar 
a las Escrituras.

Gobiernos han mantenido durante mucho 
tiempo un interés en proteger y preservar el 
matrimonio. La sociedad necesita una insti-
tución que conecte a los niños con sus madres 
y padres y el matrimonio es la única insti-
tución que hace esto. Cada niño tiene una 
madre y padre y merece ser amado y criado por 
ellos. Es cierto que hay muchas circunstan-
cias que pueden obstaculizar e impedir esto, 
pero el matrimonio siempre ha sido la principal 
forma en que la sociedad protege este derecho 
de los niños a ser criados por una madre y un 
padre. Ambos importan. Ambos son irrempla-
zables. Sólo un hombre puede ser padre y sólo 
una mujer puede ser madre. Un niño no debe 
ser deliberadamente privado de cualquiera de 
ellos. Es cierto que hay padres solteros mara-
villosos y otros que hacen grandes sacrifi cios 
para educar a los niños. Ellos merecen nues-
tro respeto y apoyo. Pero toda sociedad debe 
afi rmar el derecho natural básico de cada niño 
para venir de y ser criado en un amoroso hogar 
formado por su propia madre y padre unidos 
en un matrimonio estable. 

La ley es un maestro. Una redefi nición del 
matrimonio en la ley enseña que un sexo es 
intercambiable con otro y que la madre o el pa-
dre son prescindibles como padre. Esto ignora 
la sabiduría de miles de años de experiencia 
vivida. Enseña que el matrimonio es lo que 
adultos que consienten quieran que sea y que 
estos adultos tienen “derecho” a niños que no 
concibieron. Esto no sólo es falso, pero no tiene 
en cuenta lo que es bueno para el niño. Afi r-
mando la defi nición probada y verdadera del 
matrimonio no le niega a nadie sus derechos 
básicos. Más bien, afi rma la igual dignidad y 

complementarie-
dad entre hom-
bres y mujeres y 
salvaguarda los 
derechos de los 
niños.

Los defensores 
de la llamada “ig-
ualdad en el ma-
trimonio” afi rman 
que la defi nición 
tradicional del matrimonio discrimina injusta-
mente contra las personas homosexuales. 
Discriminación injusta siempre está mal. Pero 
el tratar diferentes cosas de manera diferente 
no es una discriminación injusta. Proteger el 
matrimonio es una cuestión de justicia.

Además del efecto devastador que una re-
defi nición del matrimonio tendría en los niños, 
también son de largo alcance están en juego 
los asuntos de la libertad religiosa.

Sería cambiar literalmente miles de leyes to-
das a la vez. Redefi nición del matrimonio sería 
inmediatamente establecer que la enseñanza 
de la Iglesia y el testimonio sobre el sentido y 
la santidad del matrimonio están en oposición 
a la ley de la nación. Esto daría lugar a innu-
merables confl ictos entre el estado y las insti-
tuciones religiosas y personas que se adhieren 
a las enseñanzas de su fe y el juicio de su 
conciencia.

Tanto pende de un hilo. ¿Qué podemos ha- 
cer? Podemos orar y podemos ayunar para la 
protección del matrimonio y la libertad religio-
sa. Podemos llegar a ser defensores del ma-
trimonio por nuestro propio testimonio de su 
santidad y bondad. Podemos hablar de la ver-
dad del matrimonio con paciencia y amabilidad 
y comprensión. ¿Quién podría haber imaginado 
que tal sabiduría, de sentido común, sería tan 
contra-cultural en nuestro tiempo?

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

El futuro de matrimonio pende de un hilo

El compromiso humanitario de la iglesia con inmigrantes

MCALLEN, Texas – “Mi familia y yo estába-
mos en el lado contrario del muro político”, dijo 
Rita.

“Habíamos recibido amenazas de muerte, 
habíamos sido detenidos por la policía sin 
haber ninguna razón”, dijo una mujer de Hon-
duras, cuyo nombre se calla por razones de 
seguridad. “Si no hubiéramos abandonado el 
país no sé si habríamos sobrevivido”.

Rita es una persona de una cifra de más de 
18,000 inmigrantes que han pasado por el 
oasis de alivio que es el centro de la parroquia 
del Sagrado Corazón en McAllen, desde que se 
inauguró la primavera pasada.

Los inmigrantes, en su mayoría provenientes 
de Honduras, Guatemala y El Salvador, son 
llevados por agentes de Inmigración y Aduanas 
de los EE.UU. a la estación de autobuses de 
McAllen, que está localizada a unas cuadras de 
distancia, después de que han sido detenidos 
y fi chados. Se les ha dado una cita para que 
se presenten en corte y se les ha permitido que 
viajen hacia su destino fi nal.

Antes de que abrieran este centro, muchas 
personas dormían en el suelo de la estación de 
autobuses y no tenían ni comida ni agua. No 
se habían podido bañar en muchos días y, a 
veces, semanas.

Durante el año pasado, el número de perso-
nas que ha pasado por el centro ha fl uctuado, 
pero la necesidad de su existencia es todavía 
visible.

“No ha pasado ningún día en que alguien 
deje de llegar”, dijo el director del centro, Eli 
Fernández. “La necesidad es palpable”.

“Hemos guardado nuestra promesa”, dijo la 
hermana Leticia Benavides que pertenece a la 
congregación de las Misioneras de Jesús, y qui-
en es consejera y ayudante de administración 
de Catholic Charities del Valle del Río Grande. 
“Desde el mero principio dijimos que mientras 
existiera la necesidad acá estaríamos. Y es 
también lo que Jesús nos llama a realizar en 
las obras de misericordia, Mateo, 25”.

Recientemente el número de arribo ha tendi-
do a aumentar, dijo Fernández.

“En los dos últimos días hemos tenido cer-
ca de 200 personas de arribo”, le dijo al Rio 
Grande Catholic, periódico de la diócesis de 

Brownsville. “Hemos estado muy ocupados”.
El personal del centro y otras personas vol-

untarias generalmente reciben aviso del depar-
tamento de Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment, o ICE, de que un grupo de personas se 
dirige a la estación de autobuses.

“Hemos aprendido a esperar lo inesperado 
y a estar preparados para lo que venga”, dijo 
Fernández.

En el centro de McAllen y en otro que estuvo 
funcionando hace algunos meses en la catedral 
de la Inmaculada Concepción en Brownsville, 
se ha repartido comida, ropa, agua y lugar de 
descanso.

En las primeras semanas, cientos de perso-
nas pasaban por estos centros.

Rita y su hijo de dos años de edad, después 
de unos 20 días de viaje, incluyendo otros días 
en el centro de detenciones de ICE, llegaron al 
centro el 6 de agosto.

“El tiempo que pasé en el centro fue una ex-
periencia maravillosa. Comimos, nos bañamos 
en una sabrosa agua caliente y nos dieron ropa 
limpia para cambiarnos. Nos dieron un recibi-
miento como en familia”, continuó. “Fue esa la 
primera vez, desde que había dejado Honduras, 
que me sentí con esperanza y eso fue por el 
amor y cuidado que recibimos en la iglesia. ... 
Los meses han pasado, pero no he olvidado la 
amabilidad y compasión que ustedes nos dem-
ostraron a mí y a mi hijo. Nunca lo olvidaré”.

Rita y su hijo permanecen en New Jersey 
esperando audiencia de inmigración para ver si 
son elegibles a quedarse en los Estados Uni-
dos.

Por Rose Ybarra 
Catholic News Service 

La hermana Leticia Benavides de las Misioneras de 
Jesús, saluda a una niña que se muestra muy contenta. 
Foto CNS/César Riojas, The Valley Catholic.
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¡La Eucaristía es comunitaria!
Celebrate it in our worship space, as we live it in the world

Un error común 
de muchos 
católicos es el 
pensar, de mane-
ra equivocada, 
que la Misa es 
solamente mi 

encuentro personal con Jesucristo 
mi amado Salvador y Redentor. 
“Los demás que están presentes en 
esta Misa no son tan importantes”, 
piensan equivocadamente algunos. 

Muchos no se dan cuenta de 
que “Cuerpo de Cristo”, además 
de referirse al Cuerpo y Sangre 
– Alma y Divinidad de Nuestro 
Señor Jesucristo presente bajo 
las apariencias del Pan y Vino en 
la Eucaristía -- también se refi ere 
a la Iglesia entera con todos sus 
miembros, pobres y ricos, enfer-
mos y saludables, necesitados y 
satisfechos, incluso los que ya 
disfrutan vivir en comunión con 
Cristo en la gloria celestial. 

La Eucaristía tiene unas fuertes 
implicaciones sociales. El recibir 
la Eucaristía es un acto de común 
unión y no un acto de privada 
unión. La Eucaristía nos hace 
Iglesia, nos fortalece en nuestra 
hermandad y promueve de manera 
intensa nuestra solidaridad con 
los demás, comenzando siempre 
con los más necesitados.

El Papa Benedicto XVI, en febre-
ro del 2007, nos habló de esta ver-
dad en su exhortación apostólica 
postsinodal “Sacramentum Cari-
tatis” de la Eucaristía como fuente 
y culmen de la vida y misión de la 
Iglesia.  

Quisiera compartirles un poco 
de sus palabras tomadas de los 
párrafos 89, 90 y 91. Como son 
tan extensos solo les ofrezco algu-
nas líneas de cada párrafo para 
recordar la conexión entre nuestra 
celebración Eucarística y nuestro 
compromiso con vivir la doctrina 
social de la Iglesia. He aquí las 
palabras del Papa:

Implicaciones sociales del mis-
terio Eucarístico

89. La unión con Cristo que se 

realiza en el Sacramento nos ca-
pacita también para nuevos tipos 
de relaciones sociales: ‘la “mística’’ 
del Sacramento tiene un carácter 
social’. En efecto, ‘la unión con 
Cristo es al mismo tiempo unión 
con todos los demás a los que Él 
se entrega. No puedo tener a Cris-
to sólo para mí; únicamente puedo 
pertenecerle en unión con todos 
los que son suyos o lo serán’.

Hay que explicitar la relación 
entre misterio Eucarístico y com-
promiso social. La Eucaristía es 
sacramento de comunión entre 
hermanos y hermanas que acep-
tan reconciliarse en Cristo, el cual 
ha hecho de judíos y paganos un 
pueblo solo, derribando el muro 
de enemistad que los separaba. 
Sólo esta constante tensión hacia 
la reconciliación permite comul-
gar dignamente con el Cuerpo y la 
Sangre de Cristo.

Cristo, por el memorial de su 
sacrifi cio, refuerza la comunión 
entre los hermanos y, de modo 
particular, apremia a los que están 
enfrentados para que aceleren su 
reconciliación abriéndose al diálo-
go y al compromiso por la justicia.

No cabe duda de que las condi-
ciones para establecer una paz 
verdadera son la restauración de 
la justicia, la reconciliación y el 

perdón. De esta toma de concien-
cia nace la voluntad de trans-
formar también las estructuras 
injustas para restablecer el respeto 
de la dignidad del hombre, creado 
a imagen y semejanza de Dios.

La Eucaristía, a través de la 
puesta en práctica de este com-
promiso, transforma en vida lo 
que ella signifi ca en la celebración. 
...  Dirijo por tanto una llamada 
a todos los fi eles para que sean 
realmente operadores de paz y de 
justicia: ‘En efecto, quien participa 
en la Eucaristía ha de comprome-
terse en construir la paz en nues-
tro mundo marcado por tantas 
violencias y guerras, y de modo 
particular hoy, por el terrorismo, 
la corrupción económica y la ex-
plotación sexual’.

El alimento de la verdad y la 
indigencia del hombre

90. No podemos permanecer 
pasivos ante ciertos procesos de 
globalización que con frecuencia 
hacen crecer desmesuradamente 
en todo el mundo la diferencia 
entre ricos y pobres. Debemos 
denunciar a quien derrocha las 
riquezas de la tierra, provocando 
desigualdades que claman al cielo.

Por ejemplo, es imposible per-
manecer callados ante ‘las imá-
genes sobrecogedoras de los 

grandes campos de prófugos o de 
refugiados —en muchas partes del 
mundo— concentrados en precar-
ias condiciones para librarse de 
una suerte peor, pero necesitados 
de todo. Estos seres humanos, ¿no 
son nuestros hermanos y herman-
as? ¿Acaso sus hijos no vienen al 
mundo con las mismas esperan-
zas legítimas de felicidad que los 
demás?’.

El Señor Jesús, Pan de vida 
eterna, nos apremia y nos hace 
estar atentos a las situaciones de 
pobreza en que se halla todavía 
gran parte de la humanidad: son 
situaciones cuya causa implica a 
menudo una clara e inquietante 
responsabilidad por parte de los 
hombres. … El alimento de la ver-
dad nos impulsa a denunciar las 
situaciones indignas del hombre, 
en las que a causa de la injusticia 
y la explotación se muere por falta 
de comida, y nos da nueva fuerza 
y ánimo para trabajar sin descan-
so en la construcción de la civili-
zación del amor.

Los cristianos han procurado 
desde el principio compartir sus 
bienes y ayudar a los pobres. 

Doctrina social de la Iglesia
91. El misterio de la Eucaristía 

nos capacita e impulsa a un traba-
jo audaz en las estructuras de este 
mundo para llevarles aquel tipo 
de relaciones nuevas, que tiene 
su fuente inagotable en el don de 
Dios.

La oración que repetimos en 
cada santa Misa: ‘Danos hoy nues-
tro pan de cada día’, nos obliga a 
hacer todo lo posible, en colabo-
ración con las instituciones inter-
nacionales, estatales o privadas, 
para que cese o al menos dis-
minuya en el mundo el escándalo 
del hambre y de la desnutrición 
que sufren tantos millones de per-
sonas, especialmente en los países 
en vías de desarrollo.

El cristiano laico en particular, 
formado en la escuela de la Euca- 
ristía, está llamado a asumir 
directamente su propia responsa- 
bilidad política y social.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

Niños que han recibido la primera comunión participan en una procesión de 
Corpus Christi en Aznalcazar, España, el 4 de junio. Foto CNS/Marcelo del Pozo, 
Reuters.

Cardenal Ortega dice que cubanos esperan al papa con ‘brazos abiertos’’

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO – Los cubanos 
están esperando al papa Francisco “con los 
brazos abiertos”, dijo el cardenal Jaime Ortega 
Alamino de La Habana.

El cardenal se reunió brevemente con el papa 
al fi nal de la audiencia general papal en la 
Plaza de San Pedro el 3 de junio. El cardenal 
estaba en Roma revisando el programa para 
la visita papal a Cuba en septiembre, según el 
periódico del Vaticano, L’ Osservatore Romano.

El papa visitará tres ciudades de la isla na-
ción del 19 al 22 de septiembre, antes de su 
viaje a Estados Unidos que concluirá con una 
Misa papal el 27 de septiembre en el Encuentro 
Mundial de las Familias en Filadelfi a.

Cardenal Ortega supuestamente le dijo al 
papa que el sentir en Cuba respecto a su visita 
es “la alegría de todo un pueblo” y “gratitud por 

el rol que realizó en el desarrollo de las rela-
ciones con Estados Unidos”.

Los obispos cubanos emitieron a mediados 
de mayo un itinerario para la visita del papa 
que incluye La Habana, Holguín y El Cobre, 
incluyendo el santuario dedicado a la patrona 
del país, Nuestra Señora de la Caridad de El 
Cobre.

El cardenal fue acompañado por otros dos 
obispos anfi triones: el arzobispo Dionisio Guill-
ermo García Ibáñez de Santiago de Cuba y el 
obispo Emilio Aranguren Echeverría de Hol-
guín. Este último dijo que la inminente visita 
papal tiene a los católicos cubanos sintiéndose 
reforzados en su fe.

Este será el segundo viaje papal a Cuba en 
tres años. El papa Benedicto XVI visitó en el 
2012.

Catholic News Service 

Peregrinación al Encuentro 
Mundial de las Familias

La Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City está 
organizando una peregrinación para partici-
par en el Encuentro Mundial de las Familias 
en Philadelphia del 22 al 28 de septiembre. 
El Papa Francisco celebrará la Misa el 27. No 
pierdas esta gran oportunidad para crecer en 
la fe con otros católicos del mundo y explorar 
diferentes maneras de fortalecer la familia. El 
costo es $1,845 (ocupación doble) e incluye 
el pasaje del avión, hotel, algunas comidas, 
transportación al sitio de la conferencia y de 
regreso al hotel, visitas a lugares turísticos e 
históricos en Philadelphia y a varios santu-
arios sagrados. Llame al (800) 653-0017 o 
registrarse en línea a www.archokc.org. Pla-
zo límite para inscribirse es el 30 de junio.
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International Dinner 
St. Francis of Assisi invites you 

to celebrate the diversity of our 
parish community and support the 
Rosary School Scholarship/En-
dowment Fund at the 13th annual 
International Dinner, Saturday, 
June 20, at 6 p.m. in the Parish 
Hall. Enjoy cuisine from Germany, 
Italy, Mexico, Vietnam, Lebanon, 
Cuba and Poland. Your $25 pass-
port allows guests to sample all 
foods, including desserts. Tickets 
are limited. Call Cassie Le at (405) 
570-5430.

Pilgrimage to World Meeting of 
Families, papal visit & Mass

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is leading a pilgrimage to 
Philadelphia Sept. 22-28 to the 
World Meeting of Families Confer-
ence. Pope Francis will celebrate 
Mass on the 27th. Don’t miss this 
exciting opportunity to grow in 
faith with Catholics from around 
the world, and to explore ways 
to strengthen the family. Cost is 
$1,845 (dbl. occ.) and includes air-
fare, hotel, some meals, transpor-
tation to and from the conference, 
sight-seeing in historic Philadel-
phia and visits to various shrines. 
Contact (800) 653-0017 or register 
online at www.archokc.org. Dead-
line to register is June 30.

St. Gregory’s Abbey golf 
tournament

The 4th annual golf tournament 
for St. Gregory’s Abbey will be 
held June 22 at Lincoln Park Golf 
Course, 4001 N.E. Grand Blvd., 
OKC. Register at www.monksok.
org or by contacting Lynda Hail at 

(405) 878-5490. Registration and 
payment due by June 15.

Chad Judice Father’s Day event
Chad Judice is a nationally 

known motivational speaker and 
award-winning author of “Waiting 
for Eli” and “Eli’s Reach,” whose 
central character is his second 
son, Eli, who was born with spi-
na bifi da. A special Father’s Day 
presentation will be at 6:30 p.m., 
June 22, at Holy Family in Law-
ton. Go online to www.chadjudice.
com.

Beginning Experience
There is help for the heartache 

of separation, divorce and widow-
hood at a Beginning Experience 
Weekend. The program helps with 
the natural grief process and offers 
an opportunity, through God, for 
turning the pain of loss into pos-
itive growth. Trained team mem-
bers who have suffered the loss of 
a loved one share their experience 
as they lead participants through 
presentations, private refl ections 
and small group sharing. The next 
Beginning Experience Weekend 
will be July 10-12 at the Catho-
lic Pastoral Center. To register, 
contact the Offi ce of Family Life at 
(405) 721-8944.

Substance addiction ministry
The National Catholic Council on 

Addictions promotes hope, healing 
and reconciliation to those suffer-
ing from the disease of addiction 
and the impact of addiction on the 
family, society and the Church. 
The ministry will provide educa-
tion about addictive disease and 

refer those in 
need. Train-
ing for team 
members will 
be Saturday, 
July 11, from 
9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the 
Catholic Pas-
toral Center, 
7501 North-
west Express-
way, OKC. To 
register or for 
more informa-
tion, contact 
the Offi ce of 
Family Life at 
(405) 721-
8944.

McGuinness 
hosts golf 
tournament

Bishop 
McGuinness 
Catholic High 
School will 
host Clan-
cy’s 2015 All 
Sports Golf 
Classic on 
Monday, July 
20, at Twin 
Hills Golf and 
Country Club. 
New this year 
are morning 

and afternoon sessions with shot-
gun starts at 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Following the afternoon session, 
there will be an awards reception. 
Proceeds benefi t school athletic 
programs. Team entry fee is $600 
and single player entry is $175. To 
register, go online to www.bmchs.
org. For sponsorship information, 
contact John Hamilton at jhamil-
ton@bmchs.org. 

God’s music is silence
A silent retreat to explore cre-

ativity and get closer to our God 
will be held at 9 a.m. Friday, July 
31, to Noon, Sunday, Aug. 2, at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center. The 
retreat is open to men or women. 
For questions or to register, e-mail 
kgordy11@cox.net.

Pilgrimage to Spain
Join Fr. John Magdalene Suen-

ram, O.C.D., a Carmelite Friar at 
Little Flower, OKC, on a 14-day 
pilgrimage to Spain to celebrate 
the 500th anniversary of St. Te-
resa of Avila’s birth, Aug. 4-19, 
2015. Learn about St. Teresa and 
see the places where she lived and 
served the Church. The highlight 
of the pilgrimage is a four-day 
International Teresian Meeting in 
Avila from Aug. 10-14. The cost, 
which includes airfare, hotels, 
meals and bus transportation, is 
$3,500 dbl. occ. The cost for reg-
istration and attendance at the In-
ternational Teresian Meeting is an 
additional $190. Current passport 
required. For information or to reg-
ister, contact Barbara Basgall at 
bbasgall@cox.net.

Rosary School golf tournament
The St. Francis of Assisi/Rosary 

School 3rd annual golf tournament 
will be Aug. 15 at 8 a.m. at Lincoln 
Park East course. Team and indi-
vidual slots are available. Register 
online at www.rosaryschool.com or 
by e-mailing golftournament@rosa-
ryschool.com. Contact Matt Grim 
at (405) 923-7000. Sponsorships 
available.

Retrouvaille
Hope and healing for troubled, 

separated and divorced couples 
can be found at the OKC Retrou-
vaille Program Aug. 28-30 at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, OKC. Go 
online to www.retrouvaille.org or 
call (405) 443-3541. No group 
sharing.

KOC poker run returns
The Oklahoma Knights of Co-

lumbus along with the Oklahoma 
Knights-on-Bikes are sponsoring 
the 4th annual Center of Family 
Love “Love-Run Poker-Run” on 
Saturday, Aug. 29.  All entrants 
pay an entry fee for each “hand” 
that is dealt (additional hands can 
be played by an individual for an 
additional fee). Driving the vehicle 
of their choice, the “Poker Run” 
ride will be 120-125 miles with 
fi ve stops. Proceeds benefi t The 
Center of Family Love in Okarche. 

The event is open to any vehicle. 
Family members can participate. 
Contact knightsonbikesokla@cox.
net.

Knights of Columbus retreat
The Knights of Columbus retreat 

for all Catholics will be held Aug. 
29 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center. 
Fr. Jacobi, pastor of Holy Spirit 
in Mustang, will present “What 
makes us Catholic? Nine marks 
which identify us.” The cost is $30 
per couple, $15 single. Includes 
coffee, donuts, snacks and lunch. 
Sign up by contacting Michael 
Zink at (405) 314-4120 or 
Michael-the-j@cox.net.

ACCW save the date
Archbishop Coakley will be 

guest speaker at the Archdioce-
san Council of Catholic Women’s 
fall luncheon on Sat., Sept. 19, at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center. He 
will discuss his involvement as 
chairman of the USCCB/Catholic 
Relief Services Board. Registration 
is $25. Contact Chris Thomas at 
thomaschrisL@sbcglobal.net or 
(405) 306-5187. 

Teacher, staff appreciation OU 
football games 

Oklahoma teachers and staff 
are invited to attend University of 
Oklahoma Appreciation Nights on 
Sept. 19 and Nov. 7. Each ticket 
purchased will include a $20 dis-
count when you enter the specifi c 
promo code on the website. Go to 
www.soonersports.com, scroll over 
the TICKETS heading and select 
ORDER ONLINE. Click the ENTER 
PROMO CODE link at the top of 
the screen and enter TEACH.

Fr. Janocha to lead pilgrimage 
to Poland, Eastern Europe 

Fr. Carl William Janocha, St. 
Mary, Medford, will lead a pil-
grimage to Poland and Eastern 
Europe from Nov. 2-13. The trip 
is $3,378 per person and includes 
airfare from OKC, four-star ho-
tels, most meals and more. Sites 
include Warsaw, Krakow and 
Czestochowa, home of the “Black 
Madonna,” Wadowoce (birthplace 
of St. John Paul II), Auschwitz, 
the Shrine of Divine Mercy to Sr. 
Faustina, Budapest, Vienna and 
Prague with the shrine to the 
Infant of Prague at Our Lady of 
Victory Church. A $400 deposit is 
required. Contact Fr. Janocha at 
(580) 395-2148.

Briefs
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June

Monthly Novena to the In-
fant Jesus of Prague. During 
these nine days, the novena 
prayers will be as follows: 
Monday-Friday following 
Noon Mass, Saturday follow-
ing 6 p.m. Mass, and Sunday 
following 11 a.m. Mass.

Bingo at St. James, 4201 S. 
McKinley Ave., OKC. Food 
served at 5:45 p.m. Bingo at 
6:30 p.m. All games are $10. 
Door prizes and recognition 
for players born in June. All 
players get an entry for a 
large fl at screen TV drawing 
in October. Contact Michael 
Zink at (405) 314-4120.

Devotion to the Precious 
Blood of Jesus. Thursdays 9 
p.m. to 12:30 a.m., St. James 
Church, 4201 S. McKinley 
Ave. (405) 420-2527.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, 
at St. Ann Nursing Home, 
OKC. Mass at 9:30 a.m. in 
the chapel with meetings 
immediately following. Con-
tact Toni Harrelson at (405) 
341-2199.

The community of the Secu-
lar Order of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary of Mt. Carmel and 
St. Teresa of Jesus – Oklaho-
ma Community and Province 
of St. Therese, meets at Little 
Flower Church, OKC, from 
Noon to 4:30 p.m. For more 
information, call Barbara 
Basgall (405) 826-3860.

St. Francis of Assisi annu-
al International Dinner at 6 
p.m. in the Parish Hall. Enjoy 
cuisine from Germany, Italy, 
Mexico, Vietnam, Lebanon, 

Cuba and Poland. Your $25 
passport allows guests to 
sample all foods, including 
desserts. Tickets are limited. 
Call Cassie at (405) 570-
5430.

Catholic Singles & Friends 
will have a summer-themed 
dance at St. Charles Borro-
meo, NW 50 and Grove, at 7 
p.m. Dance lessons begin at 
7:30 p.m. Dance ends at 11 
p.m. Finger foods welcome for 
sharing table. Call Dorothy at 
(405) 604-4603.

Fortnight for Freedom: Freedom 
to Bear Witness begins. The two 
weeks conclude on July 4.

Father’s Day

Father’s Day event at Holy 
Family, Lawton. Chad Judice
will speak at 6:30 p.m.

Memorial of Sts. John Fisher 
and Thomas More, martyrs.

The golf tournament for St. 
Gregory’s Abbey will be held 
at Lincoln Park Golf Course, 
4001 N.E. Grand Blvd., OKC. 
Register at www.monksok.
org or Contact Lynda Hail at 
(405) 878-5490. Registration 
due June 15.

Solemnity of the Nativity of 
John the Baptist.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., at the CPC. 
Call Toni Calvey at (405) 630-
0539 or visit 
www.SpiritOKC.org.

Priesthood ordinations, 10 
a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help.

Jobs Box
Part-time musician 

St. Patrick in OKC is seeking 
a part-time musician to provide 
piano accompaniment for our Sat-
urday evening and Sunday morn-
ing English Masses. Contact Fr. 
Thomas McSherry at (405) 946-
4441 or info@stpatrickokc.com.

Third grade teacher
St. Mary Catholic School, Guth-

rie, is seeking a third grade teach-

er for the 2015-2016 school year. 
Interested applicants should hold 
a BS degree in education with 
Oklahoma certifi cation. Send 
resume, cover letter and copy 
of teaching certifi cate to Jacque 
Cook principal@stmarysguth-
rie.com, or by mail to St. Mary 
Catholic School, 502 E. Warner, 
Guthrie 73044. Download teach-
er application packet at www.
archokc.org/multimedia/fi les/

doc_download/294-teacher-appli-
cation-packet.

Elementary and middle school 
teachers

The Catholic School of St. Eu-
gene is seeking candidates for the 
following teaching positions for the 
2015-2016 school year: MS math, 
MS literature and fourth grade 
elementary. Applicants should 
hold a bachelor’s degree in educa-

tion with Oklahoma certifi cation. 
Applicants for the math position 
must be certifi ed in intermediate 
or advanced/secondary math. 
Send resume, cover letter and copy 
of teaching certifi cate to Jay Lu-
etkemeyer, 2400 W. Hefner Road, 
OKC 73120 or e-mail principal@
steugeneschool.org. 

Visit our online Jobs Box at 
www.archokc.org/jobs-box.
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The Eucharist is communal!
Celebrate it in our worship space, as we live it in the world

A common 
mistake of many 
Catholics is 
thinking, wrong-
ly, that the Mass 
is only a personal 
encounter with 

my beloved Savior and Redeem-
er Jesus Christ. “The others who 
happen to be present at this Mass 
are not that important,” some mis-
takenly think.

Many do not realize that “Body 
of Christ,” besides referring to the 
Body and Blood - Soul and Divin-
ity of Jesus Christ present under 
the appearances of bread and 
wine in the Eucharist – also refers 
to the whole Church and all its 
members, rich and poor, healthy 
and sick, needy and satisfi ed, even 
those who are already enjoying 
living in communion with Christ in 
heavenly glory.

The Eucharist has strong social 
implications. Receiving the Eu-
charist is an act of common union 
and not an act of private union. 
The Eucharist makes us Church, 
strengthens us in our fellowship 
and intensively promotes solidarity 
with others, always starting with 
those with the greatest needs.

Pope Benedict XVI, in February 
2007, spoke of this truth in his 
post-synodal apostolic exhortation 
“Sacramentum Caritatis” on the 
Eucharist as source and sum-
mit of the life and mission of the 
Church.

I would like to share some of his 
words from paragraphs 89, 90 and 
91. Since the quotes are so exten-
sive I only will offer a few lines of 
each paragraph to help us remem-
ber the connection between our 
Eucharistic celebration and our 
commitment to live out the social 
doctrine of the Church. Here are 
the Pope’s words:

The social implications of the 
Eucharistic mystery

89. The union with Christ 

brought about by the Eucharist 
also brings a newness to our so-
cial relations: “this sacramental 
‘mysticism’ is social in character.” 
Indeed, “union with Christ is also 
union with all those to whom he 
gives himself. I cannot possess 
Christ just for myself; I can belong 
to him only in union with all those 
who have become, or who will be-
come, his own.” 

The relationship between the Eu-
charistic mystery and social com-
mitment must be made explicit. 
The Eucharist is the sacrament of 
communion between brothers and 
sisters who allow themselves to be 
reconciled in Christ, who made of 
Jews and pagans one people, tear-
ing down the wall of hostility that 
divided them. Only this constant 
impulse toward reconciliation en-
ables us to partake worthily of the 
Body and Blood of Christ.

In the memorial of his sacrifi ce, 
the Lord strengthens our fraternal 
communion and, in a particular 
way, urges those in confl ict to has-
ten their reconciliation by opening 
themselves to dialogue and a com-
mitment to justice.

Certainly, the restoration of jus-
tice, reconciliation and forgiveness 
are the conditions for building true 
peace. The recognition of this fact 
leads to a determination to trans-
form unjust structures and to 
restore respect for the dignity of all 
men and women, created in God’s 
image and likeness.

Through the concrete fulfi lment 
of this responsibility, the Eucha-
rist becomes in life what it signi-
fi es in its celebration. … I therefore 
urge all the faithful to be true 
promoters of peace and justice: 
“All who partake of the Eucha-
rist must commit themselves to 
peacemaking in our world scarred 
by violence and war, and today in 
particular, by terrorism, economic 
corruption and sexual exploita-
tion.” 

The food of truth and human 
need

90. We cannot remain passive 
before certain processes of global-
ization, which frequently increase 
the gap between the rich and the 
poor worldwide. We must de-
nounce those who squander the 
earth’s riches, provoking inequali-

ties that cry out to heaven (cf. Jas 
5:4).

For example, it is impossible 
to remain silent before the “dis-
tressing images of huge camps 
throughout the world of displaced 
persons and refugees, who are 
living in makeshift conditions in 
order to escape a worse fate, yet 
are still in dire need. Are these hu-
man beings not our brothers and 
sisters? Do their children not come 
into the world with the same legiti-
mate expectations of happiness as 
other children?”

The Lord Jesus, the bread of 
eternal life, spurs us to be mindful 
of the situations of extreme pover-
ty in which a great part of human-
ity still lives: these are situations 
for which human beings bear a 
clear and disquieting responsibil-
ity. … The food of truth demands 
that we denounce inhumane 
situations in which people starve 
to death because of injustice and 
exploitation, and it gives us re-
newed strength and courage to 
work tirelessly in the service of the 
civilization of love.

From the beginning, Christians 
were concerned to share their 
goods and to help the poor. 

The Church’s social teaching
91. The mystery of the Eucharist 

inspires and impels us to work 
courageously within our world 
to bring about that renewal of 
relationships, which has its inex-
haustible source in God’s gift. 

The prayer that we repeat at 
every Mass: “Give us this day 
our daily bread,” obliges us to do 
everything possible, in cooperation 
with international, state and pri-
vate institutions, to end or at least 
reduce the scandal of hunger and 
malnutrition affl icting so many 
millions of people in our world, 
especially in developing countries.

In a particular way, the Chris-
tian laity, formed at the school of 
the Eucharist, are called to as-
sume their specifi c political and 
social responsibilities.

By Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director of Hispanic Ministry

Children who have received their first Communion participate in a Corpus Christi 
procession in Aznalcazar, Spain, June 4. A eucharistic procession is a traditional 
feature of the celebration of the feast of the Body and Blood of Christ. CNS/Marcelo 
del Pozo, Reuters.

Fortnight for Freedom: Pray for religious liberty
Every year from June 21 to July 4, Catholics 

join together in prayer, fasting and action to 
observe the Fortnight for Freedom, a two week 
period spent focusing on preserving the reli-
gious liberties protected by the First Amend-
ment.

This year marks the 4th annual observance 
of Fortnight for Freedom, beginning June 21 
with Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
in Baltimore. The event ends on July 4 with 
Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception in Washington. 

The dates chosen for the observance of Fort-
night for Freedom coincide with the feast days 
of Saints Thomas More and John Fisher, who 
were persecuted and died for bearing witness 
to their faith. 

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
initiated the campaign in 2012, and have called 

upon the faithful in a movement of prayer and 
sacrifi ce for the protection of life, marriage and 
religious liberty. The purpose of the event is to 
raise awareness of religious freedoms, which 
are in constant danger in the United States 
and abroad as Christians continue to be perse-
cuted for their faith.

The theme of this year’s event is “Freedom 
to Bear Witness.” It will focus on the freedom 
to bear witness to the truth of the Gospel. The 
USCCB offers an abundance of resources via 
their website (www.usccb.org), and encourages 
all Catholics to become educated on the differ-
ent issues that affect our religious freedoms. 

The Archdiocese’s Offi ce of 
Communications will be sending 
a Fortnight for Freedom e-news-
letter that includes prayers, saint 
biographies and news articles 
relating to Fortnight for Freedom. 
Parishioners can subscribe at 
www.fl ocknote.com/archokc. 

The ways in which individuals 
or families can participate in the 
event include fasting, celebrating 
Mass in honor of Saints Thomas 
More and John Fisher on their 
feast day (June 22), and by pray-
ing the Prayer for the Protection 
of Religious Liberty at the end 
of Mass. Simple daily refl ections 
for each day of the Fortnight for 
Freedom also are available on the USCCB web-
site.

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Sally Linhart
For the Sooner Catholic


