
A week after watching his father 
become a deacon, John Paul Lewis 
was enjoying the first semester 
of eighth grade and gearing up 
for Christmas. Then, his fam-
ily received an unexpected call 
from the doctor’s office. A routine 
procedure had revealed an adult 
disease in his 13-year-old body. 
He had malignant melanoma. It 
was a frightening and profound 
experience that set Lewis on his 
journey to know Jesus and follow 
his dream of becoming a priest.

On June 25, Archbishop Coak-
ley will ordain Lewis to the priest-
hood in the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City at The 
Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual 
Help.  

Lewis’s battle 
with cancer, his 
chemotherapy 
and the even-
tual eradication 
of the disease 
made clear his 
notion of what he 
wanted to be and 
why.

“That was the moment where I 
knew there was nothing I could 
do and had to turn to the Lord. 
Through that experience the Lord 
showed me and told me he loved 
me. I couldn’t express it then, but 
it was like the Lord said ‘Here’s 
your life; now give your life to 
me.’”

Lewis knew he was spared for a 
purpose. It was a purpose he had 
known and told his parents about 
starting at age 4. While other kids 
wanted to be firefighters, balle-
rinas, famous basketball 
players or musi-
cians, Lewis 
wanted to be 
a priest.

“I remem-
ber I would 
be sitting 
in Mass 
or kneel-
ing or 

serving and 
in my head 
I would say 
it along with 
the priest. I 
like to mem-
orize, so I 

would always try 
to say the prayer 
before he would 
say it. I had a love 
for the Mass and 

the prayers 

of the Mass,” Lewis said.
After entering high school at 

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High 
School in Oklahoma City, Lewis 
participated in Emmaus Days, a 
retreat for young men who would 
like to learn more about the call to 

the priesthood, and made 
the trip with the archdi-
ocesan vocations office to 
visit a seminary during an 
“Encounter with God’s Call” 
weekend.   

He graduated 
high school and 
entered Conception 
Seminary College in 
Conception, Mo. 

“Through my nine 
years of seminary, 
there were ups 
and downs. There 
were times where I 
wasn’t as sure as I 
am now. There was 

one point where I was discerning 
a vocation to monastic life and 
then a point where I almost left 
thinking I was called to marriage, 
but the Lord kept calling me. The 
Lord just gave me the graces that I 
needed to stay in seminary and to 
stay on that path he had me on,” 
Lewis said.

Love, devotion and cancer survival 
spark vocation to priesthood

John Paul Lewis to be ordained June 25

By Diane Clay,
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Congratulations 

Class 

of 2016

Catholic Charities opens new 
building in central Oklahoma

Civic, community and religious 
leaders joined Catholic Charities on 
May 24 to celebrate the completion 
of its new main services building at 
1232 N. Classen Blvd. in Okla-
homa City.

Featured speakers in-
cluded Archbishop Paul S. Coak-
ley, Gov. Mary Fallin, Capital 
Campaign Co-Chairs Oklahoma 

City philanthropist Judy Love and Inasmuch Foundation President Bob 
Ross, Oklahoma Council of Churches Executive Director William Taber-
nee and Catholic Charities Executive Director Patrick Raglow.  



By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

 Celebrate Fortnight 
for Freedom 
Beginning June 21, receive 
daily e-mails with prayers 
and religious liberty news. 
Go online to www.fl ocknote.
com/archokc and subscribe 
to the Fortnight for 
Freedom 2016 group.

 There’s still time to 
sign up for Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Catholic 
Summer Camp!
Camp 1 June 12-17 
Camp 2 June 19-24 
Camp 3 June 26 - July 1 
Camp 4 July 3-8 
Camp 5 July 10-15 
Camp 6 July 17-22
Camp 7 July 24-29 
Check availability at www.
archokc.org/youth-and-
young-adult-offi ce/summer-
camp.
Call (405) 721-9220. 

Find more 

news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Schedule
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Make time for leisure this summer
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June 12-17 – Catholic Relief Services Board meeting and U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops Special 
 Assembly, Huntington Beach, Calif.
June 22 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
June 23 – Catholic Charities Board meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities offi ce
June 23 – Blessing of Mercy Women’s Treatment Center and cancer center, 4 p.m.
June 24 – Holy Hour and dinner with priests of the archdiocese, 5:30 p.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
June 25 – Priesthood Ordination, 10 a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
June 26 – Confi rmation, 8:30 a.m., Immaculate Heart of Mary, Calumet

In Oklahoma, summer means heat. But, for many 
people summertime also is when we look forward to 
a much-anticipated vacation. Whether that means 
spending time leisurely at one of our beautiful Okla-
homa lakes, a trip to the mountains, the beach or 
just time at home with family and friends, our vaca-
tion time is precious.

My seminary rector used to send us home for sum-
mer vacation with the fatherly admonition, “Remem-
ber gentlemen, there is no vacation from your voca-
tion.” We got the point. Forget about, “What happens 
in Vegas stays in Vegas!” He was reminding us that 
our vocation is not something from which we were 
entitled to escape from time to time. Vocation is some-
thing rooted deeply in our identity. It is not something 
we do. It is who we are. If anything, our vacation time 
away from the seminary was a time to integrate our 
vocations more completely into the whole of our lives. 
The same holds for all of us.    

The Hebrew tradition of the Sabbath and our Chris-
tian tradition of the Lord’s Day remind us of the im-
portance of rest and leisure. Jesus said, “The Sabbath 
is made for man” (Mk 2:27). God commands the Sab-
bath rest not because he needs it, but because we do. 
We need it to help us remember who we are and who 
God is. Whether we take our rest on our weekly holy 
day (the Lord’s Day) or during an annual vacation or 
a spiritual retreat, rest is meant to be restorative.  

Leisure is a good and necessary human experience. 
There is a sacred element as well, of course. As the 

psalmist said, “Be still and know that I am God” (Ps 
46:10). Vacations help us to refocus. They give us 

permission to discon-
nect from the ordinary 
schedules and respon-
sibilities of work and 
commerce. 

Imagine a vacation in 
which we gave ourselves 
permission even to dis-
connect from our smart 
phones, tablets and lap-
tops! (Seem impossible? 
“Nothing is impossible with God” Lk 1:37)!  Discon-
necting from time to time reveals the liberating truth 
that the world goes on fi ne without us. How freeing to 
discover that we don’t need to be in control all of the 
time. How liberating to know that “God is God and we 
are not!”

Taking time to step away from our overly sched-
uled routines and activities helps us see things and 
appreciate relationships in new ways, including our 
relationship with God. Understandably, many people 
reading this column may live with economic con-
straints that will not allow a traditional vacation. But, 
a mini-vacation can be as simple as sitting on the pa-
tio, going on a picnic, working in the garden or taking 
a quiet walk in the woods or under the stars in our 
own neighborhood. Leisure and rest are humanizing 
experiences that help us become more alive to wonder 
and more aware of God’s wonderful providence in our 
lives.

I pray you will make time to experience the restora-
tive power of restful leisure this summer.

     

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Go through, go through 

the gates, prepare the 

way for the people; 

build up, build up the 

highway, clear it of 

stones. – Isaiah 62:10
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By Olivia Biddick,

Sacred Heart Catholic School in 
south Oklahoma City has a new 
art installation that students, 
primarily middle schoolers, can 
see on their way to class — if they 
look up. More than 100 2x4-foot 
ceiling tiles have been painted by 
6th, 7th and 8th graders during 
the past two years. The tiles run 
the length of a hallway in the main 
building. 

Art teacher Cheryl Swanson, 
who has taught art for 37 years 
– the past seven at Sacred Heart 
– led the project after principal 

Sacred Heart students embrace art, faith 

Joana Camacho saw painted ceil-
ing tiles in classrooms at a Catho-
lic school she visited in Maryland. 
Swanson almost immediately 
began planning the ceiling art and 
asked every teacher for their favor-
ite scripture passage. 

Camacho’s favorite passage is 
Philippians 4:13, “I can do all 
things through 
Christ who 
strengthens 
me.” That 
scripture and 
many others 

are incorporated through-
out the hallway’s art. The 
school’s mission state-
ment also is included in 
English and Spanish. 

One portion of the mu-
ral is dedicated to the late 
Father Roberto Quant, 
a beloved pastor at the 

school 
for nearly 
three 
years, 
with an 
image of Jesus 
and a child. His 
picture is already 
in every class-
room, and this 
painting is an-
other way to keep 
his presence alive 
at Sacred Heart, 
Swanson said. 

Swanson 
mapped out the 
tile design, but 
the students were 
the ones who exe-

cuted the painting. She’s an “artist 
outright” says Camacho and could 
have done it by herself, but saw 
the learning opportunity and got 
the students involved. Each tile 
was painted by a team of students. 
The kids learned to trust Swan-
son’s vision since the big picture 
was hard to imagine until every 
glazed and fi red tile came together. 

The result is a colorful, bright 
mural that refl ects the Christian 
message and Hispanic infl uence in 
the school’s culture. Beauty cre-
ated in a normally negative space.

“I can’t help but be enthralled 
with it,” Camacho said.

Before this, Swanson 
led another school art 
project, an image of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe made 
up of solid, small tiles. 
Students got to paint 
a tile and know where 
it went on the grid, so 
they could point to their 
singular tile amongst 
them all. The students 
often say “hi” or pray to 
Mary on their way to the 
playground.

Big art projects like 
these teach kids to love 
and make art, Swanson 
said. Swanson’s talent as 
a teacher has given her 
students confi dence and 
ownership of their work, 

Camacho said. 
She “is truly a gift to our 

program.”

Olivia Biddick is a freelance writer 

for the Sooner Catholic.
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Making meatless Fridays a 
year-round observance

A new family tradition to prepare for the celebration of Sunday

The year I married was the year 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services issued the man-
date that required employers to 
pay for their employees’ contracep-
tion, sterilization and early aborti-
facients in their health care plan. 

Exceptions were given to 
churches, but not other religious 
organizations, includ-
ing Catholic Charities, 
Catholic schools and 
the Little Sisters of the 
Poor. 

In moments apart 
from newlywed bliss, I 
was livid. I rehearsed 
arguments to myself: 
pharmaceuticals that 
alter the body away 
from a healthy state, 
fertility, to render it 
infertile, is not health care, as it 
is not maintaining health; if the 
government really cares about the 
poor and vulnerable, they should 
allow the social arm of the Church 
to work freely; the Little Sisters of 
the Poor are clearly religious, so 
they must be allowed their First 
Amendment right to free exercise 
of religion. 

Despite repeating these argu-
ments to myself and, occasionally, 

to others, there wasn’t much I 
could do. So, when the U.S. bish-
ops, as part of their initiative titled 
“Call to Prayer for Life, Marriage 
and Religious Liberty,” asked the 
faithful to abstain from meat on 
Fridays as our weekly sacrifice, I 
obliged. 

My husband and I were form-
ing the habits and rituals of our 
shared life together. It was easy 
to adopt the traditional Catho-
lic practice of meatless Fridays 
throughout the entire year. Neither 

of us had grown up with the prac-
tice; I hadn’t even known it was a 
pre-Vatican II tradition until I was 
in college. As a young adult, I in-
advertently fell into the practice by 
participating in Friday night pizza 
at a friend’s house, where the pizza 
was always consciously vegetarian.

Spurred by the bishops’ request 
and without too much 
discussion, my hus-
band and I decided 
to follow in the path 
of the Church, and 
observe this tradition. 
It was a simple yet 
profound decision. It 
quickly became a way 
to mark the week, 
to set Fridays apart. 
Every Friday, the 
uniqueness of the day 

pervades my consciousness as I 
choose what foods to prepare and 
eat. 

At each turn, I remember the 
reason for choosing to abstain 
from meat: Christ’s sacrifice. It 
also is “a way of acknowledging 
that there are holy boundaries 
around our lives and our behav-
iors,” as Melissa Musick points out 
in her book, “The Catholic Cata-
logue.” 

The observance of meatless 
Fridays leads to greater celebra-
tion on Sundays. It seems wrong 
to keep Fridays without keeping 
Sundays. Sundays are now, more 
than ever, a day of joy and thanks-
giving grounded in the liturgy of 
the Eucharist. 

The simple practice of meatless 
Fridays has changed the experi-
ence of the week. With the adop-
tion of this practice, we stumbled 
upon what the bishops explained 
in their pastoral statement on 

penance and abstinence, “Friday 
should be in each week some-
thing of what Lent is in the entire 
year. For this reason we urge all 
to prepare for that weekly Easter 
that comes with each Sunday by 
freely making of every Friday a day 
of self-denial and mortification in 
prayerful remembrance of the pas-
sion of Jesus Christ.” 

Now, each Friday is a day of sac-
rifice and self-control, preparing 
the way for the rest and celebra-
tion of Sunday.

Four years later, as we see con-
tinued threats to life, marriage, 
the family and religious liberty 
– so much so that our society is 
confused about who is male and 
who is female – it has become even 
clearer that the traditions of the 
Church are the only constant to 
which we can adhere. The tradi-
tions are what we must cling to. 

We have Fridays, the weekly day 
of prayer and sacrifice, to practice 

“a way of 

acknowledging 

that there are 

holy boundaries 

around our 

lives and our 

behaviors,”

Anamaría 
Scaperlanda  

Biddick 
For the Sooner 

Catholic

self-control. We have Sundays, the 
weekly day of praise and thanks-
giving, to remember the true 
source of comfort and joy. Every 
week, we prepare for the trials 
ahead, grounded in the ability to 
sacrifice and keep in mind our 
priorities in the face of a world so 
obsessed with self-satisfaction that 
the real self – the person oriented 
to God – stand in ever-greater peril 
of being lost.
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If Catholics in the United States 
are going to be healers of our 
wounded culture, we’re going to 
have to learn to see the world 
through lenses ground by biblical 
faith. That form of depth perception 
only comes from an immersion in 
the Bible itself. So, spending 10 or 

15 minutes a day with the Word of 
God is a must for the evangelical 
Catholic of the 21st century.

Biblical preaching that breaks 
open the text so that we can see 
the world, and ourselves, aright is 
another 21st-century Catholic im-
perative.

There is far too little biblical-
ly-based catechetical preaching, at 
which the Fathers of the Church 
in the first millennium excelled, 
today. The Church still learns from 
their ancient homilies in the Lit-
urgy of the Hours, but the kind of 
expository preaching the Fathers 

The Catholic Difference 

Biblical preaching and healing the culture

the human: a colossal put-down 
that tells us that we’re just con-
gealed star dust, a cosmic acci-
dent – so why not enjoy what you 
can, as soon as you can, however 
you like, before oblivion? Why take 
your humanity seriously – includ-
ing that part of your humanity by 
which you are constituted as male 
or female? You can change what-
ever you like; it’s all plastic and it’s 
all meaningless, because the only 
meaning of our humanity is the 
meaning we choose for it.  

Christian faith offers a far nobler 
vision of the human condition 
than this dumbed-down self-ab-
sorption. Where do we find that 
nobler humanity exemplified? In 
the Ascension, and the incorpora-
tion of Christ’s human nature into 
the mutual love of Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. And, where the master 
has gone, the disciples are empow-
ered by grace to follow. 

That’s what should have been 
preached on the Solemnity of 
the Ascension. That’s the kind of 
preaching we need, day after day 
and Sunday after Sunday. 

capable of being sanctified, even 
divinized.  

Eastern Christian theology calls 
this theosis, “divinization,” and it’s 
a hard concept for many western 
Christians to grasp. Yet, here is 
what Saint Basil the Great, one of 
the Cappadocian Fathers of the 
Church, teaches about the sending 
of the Holy Spirit, promised in Acts 
1:8 at the Ascension: “Through 
the Spirit we acquire a likeness to 
God; indeed we attain what is be-
yond our most sublime aspirations 
– we become God.” What can that 
possibly mean? 

It means that, through the gift of 
salvation, we are being sanctified: 
we are being drawn into the very 
life of God, who is the source of all 
holiness. And, it means that our 
final destiny is not oblivion, but 
communion within the light and 
love of the Trinity. Why? Because 
the glorified Christ, present in his 
transfigured humanity to the first 
disciples in the Upper Room, on the 
Emmaus Road, and by the Sea of 
Galilee, has gone before us and is 
now “within” the Godhead, where 
he wishes his own to be, too.  

Wonderful, you say. But what 
does that have to do with healing 
21st-century culture?  

Everything. 
At the root of today’s culture of 

happy-go-lucky hedonism, which 
inevitably leads to debonair nihi-
lism, is a profound deprecation of 

did is rarely heard at either Sun-
day or weekday Masses. It must be, 
though, if the Church’s people are 
to be equipped to convert and heal 
contemporary culture. For the first 
step in that healing process is to 
penetrate the fog, see ourselves for 
who we are, and understand our 

situation for what it is. 
How might biblical 

preaching help us do 
that?

Take the recent So-
lemnity of the Ascen-
sion as an example. 
The essential truth of 
the Ascension is that 
it marked the moment 
in salvation history 
at which humanity – 
glorified humanity, to 
be sure, but human-
ity nonetheless – was 

incorporated into the thrice-holy 
God. The God of the Bible is God-
with-us, Emmanuel. 

But, with the Ascension and 
Christ’s glorification “at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high” 
(Hebrews 1:3), humanity is “with 
God.” If the Incarnation, Christ’s 
coming in the flesh, teaches us 
that God is not distant from us, 
and if the Passion teaches us that 
God is “with us” even in suffering 
and death, then the Ascension 
teaches us that one like us is now 
“with God,” and indeed in God; 
which means that humanity is 

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

Each year from June 21 to July 
4, Catholics around the world join 
together in prayer, fasting and a 
call to action to observe Fortnight 
for Freedom, a two-week period 
spent devoted to preserving and 
defending the religious liberties 
protected by the First Amendment. 

This year marks the fifth annual 
observance of Fortnight for Free-
dom, and events and activities are 
planned throughout the United 
States. 

Archbishop William Lori will 
be the keynote speaker at the 
Fortnight Rally on June 27 in 
the Diocese of Rockville Centre. 
The activities culminate July 4 in 
Washington as Catholics from all 
over the country join a pilgrimage 
to the nation’s capital. The group 
will gather at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception to pray for our country 
and our Church.  

The theme of Fortnight for Free-
dom 2016 is “Witnesses to Free-
dom.” The event will examine the 
lives of men and women of faith 
from all over the world, who bear 
witness to authentic freedom in 
Christ. Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, 
Saint Oscar Romero and Saint 
Maximilian Kolbe are a few of the 
faithful who will be remembered 

during Fortnight for Freedom. 
Also included are Saint Thomas 

More and Saint John Fisher, whose 
feast days are celebrated at the be-
ginning of the observance of Fort-
night for Freedom. Both saints were 
persecuted and ultimately died for 
bearing witness to their faith.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops initiated the campaign in 
2012, and have called upon faith-
ful Catholics to unite in prayer 
and sacrifice for the preservation 
of life, marriage and religious 
liberty. The purpose of the event is 
to raise awareness of the religious 
freedoms afforded citizens and 
protected by federal law.

These freedoms continue to be 
in danger in the United States and 
abroad as life and dignity of the hu-
man person are consistently under 
threat. While the faithful are being 

persecuted in other parts of the 
word in a more violent manner, in 
the United Sates, Catholics are un-
der attack from what Pope Francis 
calls “polite persecution.” 

Contraception mandates, immi-
gration restrictions and same-sex 
marriage laws are a few examples of 
ways that our religious freedoms are 
being infringed upon more subtly.

The USCCB provides more facts 
and information on their web-
site, and encourages Catholics to 
become aware of, and educated 
on, current issues that affect and 
threaten our religious freedom. 

The Religious Freedom Restora-
tion Act, enacted by President 
Clinton in 1993, ensures our 
religious freedoms are protected 
by federal law. Twenty-one states, 
including Oklahoma, have passed 
their own RFRA laws, which apply 

to state and local governments.
Individuals and families can 

participate in Fortnight for Free-
dom by fasting, celebrating Mass 
in honor of Saints Thomas More 
and John Fisher on their feast day 
–Wednesday, June 22 - and pray-
ing the Prayer for the Protection of 
Religious Liberty every day.

For more information, go online 
to www.usccb.org/freedom or text 
FREEDOM to 377377.

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer 

for the Sooner Catholic.

Fortnight for Freedom begins June 21
“Witness to Freedom:” preserving religious liberty

 

By Sally Linhart,

Celebrate Fortnight 
for Freedom with 
the archdiocese. 

Beginning June 21, 
receive daily e-mails 

with prayers and 
religious liberty 

news. Go online to 
www.flocknote.com/

archokc and 
subscribe to the 
Fortnight for 

Freedom 2016 
group.
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“This building is a testament to 
the faith and mission of Catholic 
Charities to serve all Oklahomans 
in need,” Archbishop Coakley said.   

Chickasaw Nation Governor 
Bill Anaotubby, Oklahoma County 
Sherriff John Whetsel, District 
Attorney David Prater and City 
Councilwoman Meg Salyer were 
alongside community members 
and current and former Catholic 
Charities employees to celebrate 
the new headquarters. Following 
the remarks and a ribbon cutting 
with the Greater Oklahoma City 
Chamber of Commerce, attendees 
were invited to tour the building.  

“Catholic Charities has a long 
legacy of service, not just helping, 
but offering hope,” Gov. Fallin 
said. “As a state facing a down-
turn, it’s good to know charities 
are there to help.”  

Catholic Charities new building 
is located blocks from Sunbeam 
Family Services and TEEM at 
the midpoint of the expanding 
“Corridor of Hope,” a group of 
social service agencies located 
along Classen Boulevard.

“We are thankful for 
the community’s sup-
port; spiritually, so-
cially and fi nancially,” 
Raglow said. “The 
greatest gift of thanks 

we can give is the service we 
will provide for the next 100 
years from inside these brick 
walls.” 

Financial support for the 
building project was made 
possible by the Crossbeams 
Capital Campaign, raising 
more than $10.5 million. 
Every one of the campaign’s 
contributors is recognized 
on a plaque at the building’s 
entrance.

“During the Crossroads cam-
paign, we received donations 
ranging from $1 to $1.5 million,” 
Love said. “Every person who gave, 
regardless of contribution size, is 
listed on that plaque today.”

Founded in 1912, Catholic Char-
ities serves all, regardless of race, 
religion or national origin through 
its mission to provide help and 
hope through the Catholic tradi-
tion of service. Catholic Charities 
serves more than 13,000 Okla-
homans annually. To learn more 
about Catholic Charities, go online 
to www.ccaokc.org.

Catholic Charities opens new building in central Oklahoma
Instrumental upgrade to serve Oklahomans in need  

continued from Page 1
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“Blessed Are the Bored 
in Spirit:” 

Not a boring book   

There are books for preschoolers, books for 
teenagers, books for seniors, books for just 
about anyone in any of life’s stages. As an 
author, Mark Hart has found his niche writ-
ing for young adults. Sometimes called “The 
Bible Geek,” he is especially focused on lead-
ing young Catholics to a study of God’s word 
as a foundation for living. His book, “Blessed 
Are the Bored in Spirit,” invites readers to 
“take a look at the modern spiritual journey.”

This book is much more than personal phi-
losophy. Every other page or so has a refer-
ence to the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

or to passages from Scripture. Hart references book, chapter and 
verse in parentheses that follow many of his most important ideas. At 
the same time, his writing is refreshingly light and enjoyable, with a 
style designed to appeal specifi cally to college-age young adults.

His book starts with a vivid description of a nearly disastrous air-
line fl ight that ended in a crash landing. He opens Ch. 1 telling us 
that “Passengers freaked. Oxygen masks came down. Lights fl ickered. 
Children cried. The cabin lost power. The plane lost altitude.” Every-
one was terrifi ed and “denominational boundaries ceased to exist. Ev-
eryone, it seemed, made the Sign of the Cross or variations thereof.” 
He buried his face in his hands and “prepared to meet Jesus.”

The event was life-changing for Hart. That morning was a jolt that 
carried him “beyond conversion.” Hart believes that conversion, 
transformation, is a necessary part of living a faith-fi lled life, and he 
invites his readers to “ask yourself what’s stopping you from setting 
the world ablaze for God?”

Hart goes on in Ch. 2 to talk about fear and how “fear of change 
inhibits many Catholics in their spiritual journey.” In other chapters, 
he offers attending Mass as a “Holy Day of Opportunity.” He says that 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation “is like exercise. There will always be 
an excuse not to go, so you just have to get up and do it.”

He explains what’s wrong with “recreational sex,” arguing that 
while “many people think that the Catholic Church is anti-sex … 
nothing could be further from the truth. The Church is pro-commit-
ment and anti-selfi sh.”

Hart is very much in touch with the world of young people today, 
and he has a great way with words. He says that “campuses, gyms 
and bars are fi lled with empty teens and 20- and 30-somethings 
because too many young adults focus on a self they don’t like, sepa-
rated like orphans from a God they don’t really know.” He says that 
“we push Jesus out of the driver’s seat and take the wheel. Some-
times we don’t even let him ride shotgun.” Hart tells us that “God 
doesn’t call the equipped, he equips the called.” 

“Jesus is calling you – pick up the phone.”
Hart can be truly insightful. He writes about video games and why 

they appeal to us so much. They give us a sense of control, he says, 
and “life is a whole lot easier in the gaming world.” Human beings 
“want to create their own reality, and the temptation to do so was 
there from the start. Adam and Eve wanted a world in which they 
were in control, so they disobeyed God.”

The book also offers practical advice. He asks readers to turn off 
the TV and the computer some evening and “refl ect” on how respon-
sive they are to God’s presence in their lives. Then, he says, “take 
time to write out how you see God” and then “write out how God sees 
you.”

He has clear cut suggestion for how to get more out of Mass. On 
dating, he asks readers to think about whether “this person is lead-
ing me closer to or further away from Jesus Christ.” On exercise, 
he says, “Don’t just go for a run but offer up your run for a specifi c 
intention.”

So, who are these “bored in spirit” that Hart addresses in his title? 
They are all the young people who, like himself at one point, have not 
had “a personal encounter with God.” “Rather than leave me breath-
less with anticipation,” he writes, “the sacraments left me yawning, 
anticipating boredom.” Hart’s book is full of hope and encouragement 
for these young adults. 

His book is subtitled “A Young Catholic’s Search for Meaning,” 
and in his fi nal lines, he tells his readers to “take comfort in the fact 
that there are other believers who have experienced the same ups 
and downs, joys and fears in their faith as you, including plenty of 
saints.” 

If his readers have been “pushed, pulled or provoked through these 
pages,” he says, “Don’t deny the stirrings of the Holy Spirit … Choose 
life that you may live. Be God’s.”

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner Catholic.

By J.E. Helm, As we close the door on the 2016 
school year, you no doubt are look-
ing forward to the new life that lies 
ahead. As we watched you ritually 
move your tassel from one side of 
the mortar board to the other, we – 
your teachers and parents – move 
with you into the future. College, 
career, marriage and many other 
great fi rsts will come your way.  

Dear graduates, please know 
that your teachers and parents 
pray that because we have loved 
and nurtured you, and because 
we have watched you succeed and 
watched you make mistakes, we 
ardently desired to prepare you for 
a world fi lled with hope and joy, 
bookended with hard decisions 
and sometimes diffi cult experi-
ences. 

Our hope is that we have taught 
you to embrace both success and 
setbacks. All lives come with both, 
and it is who we become as a re-
sult that matters.  

Most importantly, the mission 
of Catholic education is to form 
people of faith who are willing to 
act in ways that refl ect a commit-
ment to Christ’s love and service. 
Throughout your life, and I am 
sure you have heard this message 
more than once during your years 
in our schools, remember that 
Christ is always present walking 
beside you. He is longing for your 
prayers and hoping you choose to 
act on His behalf. You are his light 

A letter to our 
graduates

in this world.
As you fi nish high school, know 

that there is one door that perpet-
ually stands open and welcomes 
you to experience unconditional 
love, wise counsel and forgiveness. 
This gift comes from Christ, not 
only in the Eucharist, but also 
working through the people you 
have encountered already and will 
meet later. Moreover, you also will 
share with others the gift of Christ 
working through you.

Thank you and your families 
for choosing to be a part of our 
Catholic school system. You are 
a precious gift, and it has been a 
blessing to come to know you, to 
learn and grow with you, and now 
to watch you become the person 
God intends you to be. 

Finally, I wish you great love 
and joy. Truly, you are a source of 
hope, and as I look at your service 
and faith, I believe that you will 
make a difference. Because of you, 
the world will be a better place. 
You are a blessing. Go in peace, 
making disciples of all people.

Cris Carter
Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools

Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON – A new State of 
the Bible Survey by the American 
Bible Society found that 77 per-
cent of Catholics want to read the 
Bible more often. Although the 
percentage has fl uctuated in re-
cent years, it refl ects an 8 percent-
age point increase since January 
2013, just before Pope Francis' 
election. 

The American Bible Society has 
responded to Catholics' growing 
interest in Scripture with new 
resources such as digital "lectio 
divina," an online version of the 
traditional Catholic method of 

Survey fi nds growing interest 
among Catholics in reading 

the Bible
praying with Scripture. 
The society uses the 
survey results to develop 
techniques to increase 
engagement with the 
Bible.

The society's staffers 
also developed the Build 
Your Bible trivia app and 
a second app so that 
Catholics can follow along 
with World Youth Day, set 
for July 26-31 in Krakow, 
Poland.

Even if Catholics do not 
join a Bible study group, they can 
fi nd the daily Mass readings on 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
app, on the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops' website at www.
usccb.org, have them sent directly 
by e-mail from the USCCB or fi nd 
daily refl ections across the Inter-
net. 

A recommendation is the New 
Jerome Biblical Commentary, 
written by three Catholic priests 
and published by Prentice Hall, for 
historical criticism, as well as the 
Catholic Prayer Bible. 
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Congratulations Class of 2016

Mount Saint Mary Catholic 
High School

For information on admissions, applications, shadow
visits and financial assistance, contact:

(405) 631-8865 Ext. 205
www.mountstmary.org

2801 S. Shartel Ave., OKC 73109
Admissions: dwilson@mountstmary.org

Photos: Theresa Bragg/Sooner Catholic

Bishop McGuinness Catholic 
High School

For information on admissions, tuition, financial aid
and placement test and enrollment deadlines contact:

(405) 842-6638
www.bmchs.org

Freshman: lohara@bmchs.org
Sophomore/Junior: rdamron@bmchs.org

801 N.W. 50, OKC 73118

Photos: Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic
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Isabella Najat 
Abdo

Justin 
Kwame Addai

Allison 
Kamile Allen

Tillie Allen Christopher 
Gery Allen

Trinity 
Ashton 
Almaraz

Maren Alenka 
Anderson

Canyen Tyler 
Ashworth

Noah Russell 
Baker

Nicholas R. 
Ballas

Chantel 
Anne Marie 
Beaudoin

Adelaide 
Jane Bell

Milton Ray 
Blackburn

James Paul 
Blanchard

Samantha 
Jean Boren

Zachary 
Joseph 
Bowen

Emilie 
Katherine 

Box

Sarah Jane  
Brooks

Henry 
Russell 
Burkes

Claire Judith 
Cameron

Elizabeth 
Anne Cassidy

Katherine 
Margaret 
Cassidy

Sidney Ross 
Clarke

Evan 
Michelle 

Clear

Elizabeth 
Kaye Cloe

Ethan James 
Coffey

Morgan Kay 
Coleman

Brandon Paul 
Combs

Nathaniel 
Thomas 
Connelly

Kathryn 
Elizabeth 
Conrad

Allison 
Patricia Cook

Claire 
Elizabeth 
Cooper

Katherine 
Jane Cox

Nathaniel 
Bennett 
Creamer

Hannah 
Elaine 

Cunningham

Madison P. 
Dean

Jesus Omar 
Diaz

Bryan 
Anthony 
Donovan

Carly Bella 
Downey

Grace Anne 
Duginski

Isabella 
Slayden 
Dunning

Sydney 
Rachel Dye

Anne Marie  
Engel

Grace 
Fanning

Mary 
Kathryn 
Feighny

Toni Lynn 
Fidel

Bishop McGuinness Class of 2016



Sofia Teresa 
Figueroa

Kyle James 
Fitzgerald

Margaret Sue 
Fletcher

Kelsey 
Christine 

Floyd

Lillian Grace 
Forth

John Bernard 
Giachino

Brenna 
Catherine 

Gibson

Jarred M. 
Gibson

Kathryn Jane 
Goetzinger

Jack Michael 
Gonzales-
Resides 

Andrew 
Joseph Goss

Cade Hunter 
Gross

Caitlin 
Elizabeth 
Grundy

Marnie 
Elizabeth 
Harper

Grace 
Frances 
Hatch

Dakota Lee 
Heard

Andrew 
Kohlbry 
Heinen

Morgan Faye 
Hennigan

Matteo M. 
Hernandez

Hunter 
James Hill

Marlee 
Michele Hill

Jill Elizabeth 
Hilton

Michael 
Marino 
Hogsett

Aidan  
Horner

Fernanda 
Macias Irene 

Huizar

Christena 
Mae Hulsey

Juliette 
Faith James

Charles 
Patrick 

Johnston

Samuel David 
Jones

Joseph Peller 
Joyce

Kathleen 
Kennedy 

Joyce

Liam Brent 
Kelley

Paul  Kelley Brice Patrick 
Kelly

Maxwell 
Simon Kent

Nhu Kieu Andrew Earl 
Kincaid

Joseph David 
Kinsinger

Tyler R. 
Kippenberger

Brooks 
Michael 
Koenig

Laurel 
Catherine 

Krous

Crosbie Jane 
Kumler

Joseph T. 
Kusbel

Giuliana 
Cathryn 
LaPorte

Jacob Yale 
Lawton

Amanda Elise 
Lewis

Faith Ann 
Lewis

Mackenzie 
McClure Lilly

Antonio 
Roberto 
Lopez

Ryan Joseph 
Lundy

Victoria Ann 
Lynn 

Conor 
Wrigley 
Maguire

Ryan Hung 
Mai-Do

Mikena T. 
Maroney

Megan Renee 
McKenna

Bridget 
McLaughlin

Helen Eilene 
Milam

Alec Patrick 
Minielly

Chandler 
Paige 

Mitchell

Jacob 
Michael Mohr

Matthew 
Phillip 

Moinette

Matthew T. 
Mudd

Cole Jerrod 
Mueggenborg

Jacob 
Andrew 
Mullins

Connor 
Christian 
Murphy

Alexander 
Eugene 
Narvaez

Andrew 
Tuan-Duc 
Nguyen

Andy Khoi 
Nguyen

Julia Louise 
Anh Nguyen

Emily Rose 
Nighbor

Bishop McGuinness Class of 2016
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Elijah T. 
Noley

Elaina 
Kathryn Noll

Chika 
Gertrude 
Nwanebu

Lauren 
Michelle Olay

Joshua A. 
Paliotta

Jacob Hunter 
Perry

Kimberly 
Alexis Potter

Trevor Neal 
Raczkowski

Ruden 
Timoteo 
Reyes

Elizabeth 
Phelps 

Reynolds

Abagail 
Frances 
Rideout

Paris Marie 
Rose

Christopher 
Ryan Rotelli

Zachary P. 
Salomon

Robert 
Vernon 

Schwabe

Santana 
Marie Scott

Brevin Pierce 
Senner

Guadalupe 
Juanita 
Serna

Torie Ann 
Shanbour

Nickolas 
Kent 

Stephenson

Zachary Price 
Straughn

Jack 
Boudreau 
Sullivan

Jennifer Lea 
Swinton

Sara 
Rosemary 

Swise

Christian 
David Tharp

Brandon 
Moolachalk 

Thomas

Casey 
Elizabeth 
Thompson

Paul David 
Trimble

Alison Claire 
Van Horn

Hunter D. 
Voss

Julie C. 
Watkins

Katelyn 
Danielle 
Widell

Joseph 
Robert 
Wiewel

Madeline 
Anne 

Williams

Samuel 
Whitton 
Wilson

Benjamin 
Aidan Yokell

Allison Marie 
Young

Hayden 
Zehrung

Melissa 
Armendariz

Benjamin 
Averyt

Alexis Barry Courtney 
Barry

Christina 
Bass

Celeste Beihl Ashton Boda Noah 
Boeckman

Rachel 
Bornstein

Kayla Britten Kayla 
Bronson

Ty 
Brown-Field

Archiebald 
Browne

Molly Carlson Elizabeth 
Cerano

Jazmin 
Chavez

Julia Ciocca Deborah 
Coleman

Ethan 
Cooksey

Jordan 
Cowan

Jordan 
Darrow

Carter 
Devine-Billen

Hayden 
Doyle

Annah 
Durbin

Blaine Elder Emily Foisy Megan Foisy John Foster Claire 
Gallagher

Mount Saint Mary Class of 2016



Kayla 
Gallagher

John Geffre Ruby 
Gutierrez

William 
Hanby, III

Arizona 
Haney

Nicholas 
Hargrove

Austin 
Harkey

Caden 
Hawley

Melissa 
Hernandez

Hannah 
Hoefer

David 
Hoffman

Jacquelyn 
Hooper

Makenzie 
Hudson

Anysabella 
Jacquez

Madison 
Kernke

Yoon Kim Juliana 
Lassiter

Grace Lee Adrianna 
Limon

Zachary 
Loflin

Jenifer Lopez Kiersten 
Love

Jeremiah 
Luttrell

Victoria 
Luu-Hoang

Megan Macko Julia 
Martinez

Michaela 
Martinez

Mary Maupin Elizabeth 
McClurkin

Holden 
McKee

Emily 
Michalak

Luis Montano Tanner 
Olvera

James 
Oplotnik

Benjamin 
Osborn

Maria Palacio Rachel 
Parizek

Jose Perales Sidny Price Berenice 
Quinonez

Daniel Reyes John Paul 
Rischard

Ashley 
Rodriguez

Victoria 
Rosko

Gracelyn 
Ross

Andrew 
Runyon

Konrad 
Sartorius

Markie Schirf Isaac 
Schmiedel

Rachel 
Schwarz

Jourdyn 
Scott

Marie Shadid Jennifer 
Sherry

Sarah 
Singletary

Lydia Sorrels Mikaela Stine Megan Thele Leslie Torres Christian 
Trent

Jackson 
Turner

James 
Turner

Nicholas 
Tyler

Alyssa 
Vazquez

Paige Whalin James 
Whitmarsh

Alexander 
Williams

Kyleigh Willis Patrick 
Wilson

Erin Yen
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In a few weeks we will be cel-
ebrating Father’s Day and tie 
makers, cologne manufacturers 
and those companies that give 
you a choice between boxers or 
briefs. Although the sad truth is 
that what is spent on Father’s Day 
is usually a lot less than what is 
spent on Mother’s Day.

While Mother’s Day cards are 
the No. 1 seller for greeting cards, 
sadly, Father’s Day cards aren’t 
No. 2. Father’s Day cards are No. 4 
in sales. This is just the beginning. 
The most impressive number for 
me is that Mother’s Day out sells 
Father’s Day by nearly $5 billion 

dollars. In society’s eyes, father-
hood is not what it used to be, it’s 
in steady decline.

Even Pope Francis is speaking 
about fatherhood in his latest 
document “Amoris Laetitia.” Spe-
cifically paragraphs 176 and 177 
express an honest analysis of the 
current state of fatherhood.  

Here is the beginning of para-
graph 176 where the Holy Father 
speaks a lot of the absence of 
fathers and of some of the prob-
lems with the way fatherhood was 
lived out in the past.

“We often hear that ours is ‘a 

society without fathers.’ In Western 
culture, the father figure is said to 
be symbolically absent, missing or 

vanished. Manhood itself seems to 
be called into question. The result 
has been an understandable con-

fusion. At first, this was perceived 
as a liberation: liberation from the 

father as master, from the father as 

the representative of a law imposed 

from without, from the father as the 

arbiter of his children’s happiness 

and an obstacle to the emancipa-

tion and autonomy of young people. 
In some homes authoritarianism 

once reigned and, at times, even 

oppression.”
The Holy Father continues with 

the changes in fatherhood and the 
difficulties in the practice of this 
unique calling.

Yet, “as often happens, one goes 
from one extreme to the other. 
In our day, the problem no lon-
ger seems to be the overbearing 
presence of the father so much as 
his absence, his not being there. 
Fathers are often so caught up in 
themselves and their work, and at 
times in their own self-fulfillment, 
that they neglect their families. 
They leave the little ones and the 
young to themselves. 

“The presence of the father, 
and hence his authority, also is 
impacted by the amount of time 
given over to the communications 
and entertainment media. Nowa-
days authority is often considered 
suspect and adults treated with 
impertinence. They themselves be-
come uncertain and so fail to offer 
sure and solid guidance to their 
children. A reversal of the roles of 
parents and children is unhealthy, 
since it hinders the proper process 
of development that children need 
to experience, and it denies them 
the love and guidance needed to 
mature.”

As a response to the shortcom-
ings of fatherhood, Pope Francis, 
in paragraph 177, reminds us of 
what key ideas should be kept in 
mind so fatherhood can be prop-
erly seen from the perspective of 
our faith.

Key ideas of fatherhood in faith 
inspired in “Amoris Laetitia” 
No. 177

God sets the father in the fam-
ily and each father should be the 
reflection of God’s truth, love and 
mercy to the members of his family: 

Where have all the 
fathers gone?

Amoris Laetitia on fatherhood

By Pedro A. Moreno, O.P.
Director, Office of Hispanic Ministry

June marks the 10th anni-
versary of Oklahoma Catholic 
Broadcasting, and a good part 
of celebrating this milestone 
includes marveling at how God 
has accomplished so much 
with just a few resources ... 
sort of like Jesus feeding 5,000 
when there were only five 
loaves and two fish to share 
among them.

At the outset, OCBN was 
only on air a few hours a day. 
Now, listeners can access 
Catholic radio 24 hours a 
day. For several years, three 
volunteers and a technical 
engineer produced Oklahoma 
Catholic Broadcasting. There 
are now more than double that 
number and the count swells 
to as many as 20 when you 
count the Radiothon volun-
teers.

Perhaps most wonderful is 
that OCBN is available in just 
about any part of the state 
because of the low-power FM 
stations.

CATHOLIC RADIO        
FUNDRAISING

This growth also has meant 
monthly recurring expenses 
of approximately $25,000. To 
survive and fulfill the Gospel 
message throughout Okla-
homa, Catholic radio engages 
in fundraising. Many pastors 
graciously have welcomed 
Jeff Finnell, Deacon Larry 
Sousa and Fred Pope to their 
weekend liturgies for an appeal 
for support. Two Radiothons 
a year produce loyal monthly 

Are You Listening?

contributors who recognize 
that one donation a year is not 
enough to keep OCBN on the 
air.

Because listeners come from 
all parishes, the concept of the 
“Parish Challenge “ was born. If 
you read my previous column, 
you know that the challenge 
was modest to begin with; 16 
parishes were approached and 
12 out of 16 responded. Three 
parishes, Holy Family in Law-
ton, Saint John in Edmond 
and Saint James the Greater in 
Oklahoma City paid their pledge 
immediately. All 12 parishes 
have until the next Radiothon to 
fulfill their pledges and complete 
the matches. More parishes will 
be added to the “Parish Chal-
lenge “ for the October Radio-
thon, and those parishes will 
have six months to match their 
parish donation.

The majority of the partic-
ipating parishes challenged 
their parishioners with $1,000 
pledges. Two parishes offered 
$2,000 each and one parish 
challenged with $5,000. Two 
parishes have matched their 
parish pledge. 

DONATIONS

If you have not made your 
donation, celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of Oklahoma Cath-
olic Broadcasting and send in 
your contribution. Your parish 
is counting on you to match its 
generosity, so do not forget to 
identify your parish with your 
donation!

By Sally Crowe Nash

 - Fathers are called to share 
  their God given gift of their 
  masculinity;
 -  image and disciple of Christ;
 - generosity and servant 
  leadership;
 - man of prayer and worship; 
 - wisdom, integrity and 
  character;
 - humility and sanctity. 
 Loving closeness to his wife 
manifested in many and varied 
ways: 
 - Willing and able to share 
  everything with his wife: joy, 
  sorrow, hope and hardships 
 Loving closeness and healthy 
presence to his children that pro-
motes proper development:
 - as they grow; 
 - when they play or work;
 - when they are carefree or are 
  distressed;
 - when they are talkative or 
  when they are silent;
 - when they are daring and when 
  they are afraid;
 - when they stray and when they 

  get back on the right path. 
Like in the parable of the father 

with two sons, children need to 
find a loving and merciful father 
waiting for them when they re-
turn home with their problems, 
triumphs or failings. They may 
think they are too old for a father’s 
support and care, many might 
even try very hard not to admit it 
or show it, but the bottom line is 
that they need it. We all do.

We all need our loving Father 
in heaven and it is not good for 
children to lack a father. Their ab-
sence just forces children to grow 
up before they are truly ready.

Maybe these reminders inspired 
by Pope Francis might help fathers 
of today and tomorrow. One thing 
we all can do is to join together 
and pray for them and another is 
to maybe equal what you spent on 
Mother’s Day. We need to catch 
up!

An early Happy Father’s Day to 
all dads!



Sooner Catholic14   June 12, 2016 Vocations

Second grade teacher
St. Charles Borromeo in OKC is 

seeking a second grade teacher. 
Bachelor’s degree required, prefer-
ably in early childhood education, 
and state certifi cation. Contact 
Todd Gungoll or Sandy Politte at 
(405) 7789-0224 or principal@
scbcs.org. 

Kindergarten teachers
St. Eugene is opening a new part-

time 3 and 4-year-old pre-school 
program. Seeking full-time or two 
part-time teachers. Degree in edu-
cation required, certifi ed in Okla-
homa. Send resumes to Jay Luetke-
meyer at principal@steugeneschool.
org or mail to St. Eugene, 2400 W. 
Hefner Rd., OKC 73120. Applica-
tions at www.archokc.org.

Part-time guidance counselor
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Ed-

mond is seeking a part-time ele-
mentary school guidance counselor 
for the 2016-2017 school year. De-
gree in counseling or a related fi eld 
required with state certifi cation as 
a school counselor. Experience in 
school counseling preferred. Send 

Jobs Box
year. Applicants must have bach-
elor’s degree in education with 
state teaching certifi cation. Send 
resume, cover letter and copy 
of certifi cate to Amy Feighny at 
Afeighny@ckschool.com or Rob-
ert Crump at rcrump@ckschool.
com. Download application packet 
at www.archokc.org/multimedia/
fi les/doc.download/294-teach-
er-application-packet.

Fourth-grade teacher - Okarche
Holy Trinity Catholic School, 

Okarche, is accepting applications 
for the 2016-2017 school year 
for a fourth grade teacher. Appli-
cants should hold a minimum of 
a bachelor’s degree in education 
with appropriate certifi cation 
or pending certifi cation. Down-
load application packet at www.
archokc.org/multimedia/fi les/
doc_download/294-teacher-appli-
cation-packet. Send resume, cover 
letter and copy of teaching certifi -
cate to Tammy Jacobs at tjacobs@
holytrinityok.org.  

at (405) 533-1728 or by e-mail to 
saintfrancis@brightok.net. Applica-
tions received on or before July 15 
given priority.

Early childhood teachers - Norman
All Saints in Norman has teaching 

positions open in early childhood 
for the 2016-2017 school year. Must 
have degree in education, be certi-
fi ed in Oklahoma; experience pre-
ferred. Send resume and copy of cer-
tifi cation to Dana Wade at dwade@
allsaintsnorman.org, or to All Saints 
Catholic School, 4001 36th Ave. 
N.W., Norman 73072. Applications 
available at www.archokc.org.

Part-time licensed counselor
Part-time licensed counselor 

position open. Send resume and 
copy of certifi cation to Dana Wade 
at dwade@allsaintsnorman.org, or 
to All Saints Catholic School, 4001 
36th Ave. N.W., Norman 73072.   
Applications at www.archokc.org.

Fifth-grade teacher
Christ the King is accepting ap-

plications for a fi fth-grade teaching 
position for the 2016-2017 school 

resumes and credentials to Laura 
Gallagher, principal, at lgallagher@
stjohn-catholic.org or by mail to 
Laura Gallagher, principal, St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, 925 S. Bou-
levard, Edmond 73034. Download 
teacher application packet at www.
archokc.org/multimedia/fi les/doc_
download/294-teacher-applica-
tion-packet. No phone calls please.

Managing director of informa-
tion, operations

St. Francis Xavier is seeking a 
managing director of formation 
and operations (DFO) to serve the 
Catholic community of Stillwater. 
The job is the key position for both 
administration and operation of the 
parish, and for providing oversight, 
organization and structure for 
formation in the parish. In addi-
tion, the DFO will be instrumen-
tal in planning and implementing 
the move into a new 41,200 sq. ft. 
church and associated facilities on 
20 acres.  Preferred qualifi cations 
and job description online at www.
stfrancisxavierstillwater.org.  Send 
resume and cover letter by fax 

To see more job openings, go 

online to www.soonercatholic.org.

Lewis said young men 
and women trying to 
discern their vocation 
or path in life should 
look beyond worldly 
measures of success 
and focus on God’s call. 

“The temptation is 
to make those kinds 
of decisions based on 
something other than 
‘What does the Lord 
want for me?’ He has a specifi c 
plan for each of us and how he 

wants to make us as happy as we 
can be.”

Watching Lewis’s ordination from 
the front row will be his parents, 
Deacon Paul and Rosemary Lewis. 
As Pope Francis often 
repeats, a child’s pri-
mary teachers are his 
mom and dad, some-
thing Lewis appreci-
ates more as he gets 
older and prepares to 
take a major step in 
his faith journey.

“My parents have 
been crucial in my 
discernment and my 

growth. My dad is 
one of my greatest 
heroes. He was a big 
infl uence in my vo-
cation when he was 
ordained a deacon. 
Seeing him give his 
life to the Church 
when I was already 
thinking about being 
a priest was almost 
like an experience 
that pushed me over 
the edge,” Lewis said. 

“My mom is my own personal 
Lady of Perpetual Help. She has 

always been there for me, 
and anytime I have an issue, 
I can go to my mom and 
she will give me advice and 
always be there for me.” 

As an employee for the 
archdiocese, Rosemary Lewis 
has been approached many 
times about her son’s voca-
tion, most often with con-
gratulations and an added 
acclamation, 
“You must be so 
proud of your 

son!”
“I am proud, to be 

sure, of John and of 
all our children. But, 

being proud implies that our chil-
dren’s vocations are somehow my 
accomplishment, when in reality it 
is God – only God – who has made 
each of them the beautiful crea-
tures they are,” Rosemary Lewis 
said. “When I refl ect on all the 
ways God has blessed our family, 
what sends me to my knees is a 
profound sense of overwhelming 
gratitude.”

Lewis’s fi rst assignment as a 
priest will be at Saint Charles  
Borromeo in Oklahoma City.

John Paul Lewis to 
be ordained

continued from Page 1

Diane Clay is editor of the 

Sooner Catholic.

Prayer for John Paul Lewis

The Anima Christi:

Soul of Christ, sanctify me; 

Body of Christ, save me; 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me; 

Water from the side of Christ, wash me; 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me; 

O good Jesus hear me; 

Within your wounds hide me; 

separated from you, let me never be; 

From the evil one protect me; 

At the hour of my death, call me; 

And close to you bid me; That with your saints, 

I may be praising you forever and ever. 

Amen.
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What is prayer?
Sr. Catherine Powers talks with Catena about fi nding stillness in an 

increasingly demanding world

When I was in Catholic elemen-
tary school in the Bronx, N.Y., we 
had a religion class every day. 

The content of the class con-
sisted primarily of memorizing the 
questions and answers from the 

Baltimore Catechism, which was 
the primary text at that time for 
most Catholic schools. To this day, 
I remember many of the questions 
and the answers from that cate-
chism!

One of the questions was, “What 
is prayer?”

Like robots, we were able to re-
spond quite quickly, “Prayer is the 
lifting up of the mind and heart to 
God.” I was able to 
recite the answer, 
but it was not 
until many years 
later that I really 
refl ected on the 
profound meaning 
of these words. So 
often we think of 
prayer as “reciting 
prayers.”

Although reciting 
prayers is impor-
tant and meritori-
ous, “lifting up our 
minds and hearts 
to God” is get-
ting into a whole 
different realm of 
spirituality. I heard 
a defi nition recently that described 
prayer as “being of one mind with 
God.”

In his classic book, “With Open 
Hands,” author Henri Nouwen 
says, “Praying is no easy matter. It 
demands a relationship in which 
you allow the other to enter into 
the very center of your person, 
allow him to speak there, allow 
him to touch the sensitive core of 
your being and allow him to see so 

much that you would rather leave 
in darkness.”

Prayer demands a relationship – 
a relationship with God and with 
ourselves. Jesus told us that the 
two great commandments are: love 
God and love our neighbor. When 
human beings enter into a rela-
tionship, whether it be romantic or 
friendship, they want to spend as 
much time together as possible. 

They share their life experiences, 
their personal stories, their hopes 
and dreams, their joys and frus-
trations, their thoughts and their 
feelings. They become vulnerable 
to each other, confi dent that the 

other will hold 
this vulnerability 
with respect and 
love. As the rela-
tionship deepens 
and love grows, 
they become more 
comfortable with 
just being with the 
other – in silence, 
in love. 

They can just 
gaze upon the 
person and be 
grateful for the gift 
of this person in 
one’s life.

That’s the way it 
is with prayer. At 
the beginning, we 

may feel it necessary to talk a lot. 
But, as our relationship with God 
deepens, we may realize the truth 
of the words of Blessed Teresa of 
Calcutta who in speaking about 
prayer said, “The fi rst means to 
use (to help ourselves with prayer) 
is silence. We cannot put ourselves 
directly in the presence of God if 
we do not practice internal and 
external silence.” 

We live in such a busy world. 

We are surrounded by noise: 
ringing telephones, the “ping” of 
an e-mail or tweet, blaring TVs, 
honking horns, 1oud music, etc. 
It is rare that I 
go to Mass today 
without hearing 
a phone ringing 
somewhere in the 
church! All of this 
militates against 
our experiencing 
the beauty of 
silence and being 
able to listen.

After the fe-
verish activity of 
a day, it is diffi cult to bring our 
interior selves to silence, to get in 
touch with what is really in our 
hearts and on our minds. But, un-
less we fi nd some time of silence, 
we will never be able to listen to 
the voice of God who wants to 
speak to us in the depths of our 
being. He wants us to know how 
much he loves us and how much 
he longs for us to be one in mind 
and heart with him.

When the disciples asked Jesus 
to teach them how to pray, he told 
them to say, “Our Father.”

As with most Christians, I have 
been able to recite that prayer 
from a very young age. When I 
meditate on the words of this 
beautiful prayer, I come to the 
realization of the deeper meaning 
behind the words. 

We are to address God as 
“father.” Calling God “father” 
implies the very closest and most 
personal of relationships – a loving 
relationship with the one who gave 
us life, with the one who always 
wants the best for us. When I don’t 
know what is best for me, if I listen 
in loving silence, God will let me 
know and will always guide me 

“Can I meet the 

challenge of these words? 

Do I really want to be of 

one mind and heart 

with God? 

If the answer is ‘yes,’ 

then be quiet and listen to 

what God is saying.” 

along the way!
As I refl ect more on being of one 

mind and one heart with God, I 
am reminded that later in the “Our 

Father” prayer we 
say, “forgive us 
our trespasses as 
we forgive those 
who trespass 
against us.” That 
line surely brings 
me to silence 
in the presence 
of God. In this 
Year of Mercy 
promulgated by 
Pope Francis, it 

provokes me to look at myself and 
take a deep, long look at where I 
am in my relationship with others. 
This takes time and it takes great 
honesty within myself and with 
God who asks me to “leave my gift 
at the altar, go and reconcile with 
my brother or sister or neighbor 
and then come back.”

Sister Catherine Powers has been 

a vowed member of the Congrega-

tion of Notre Dame for 55 years. It 
was founded by Saint Marguerite 
Bourgeoys, a native of Troyes, 

France, who came to Montreal in 
1653.

Sister Catherine has been a 

teacher, a school principal, the 

associate provincial for her commu-

nity in the United States and, from 

1996 to 2012, the superintendent 

of schools in the Archdiocese of 

Oklahoma City. After leaving that 
ministry, she assumed the lead-

ership of the Offi ce of Child and 
Youth Protection for the archdio-

cese.

Sr. Catherine Powers, C.N.D., is 
coordinator of the Safe Environment 

Offi ce for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City.

By Sister Catherine Powers,

Sister Catherine Powers

The capsule contained letters to 
themselves, notes about their fi rst 
communion, photos and other items. 
Photos provided.

Eighth grade students, parents and 
teachers, former teachers and former 
students at All Saints Catholic School 
in Norman recently opened a time 
capsule that the students had buried 
six years earlier.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Tómese tiempo para el ocio este verano
En Oklahoma verano significa calor. Sin 

embargo, para muchas personas el verano 
también es cuando anticipamos unas mere-
cidas vacaciones. Si eso significa pasar tiempo 
de descanso en una de nuestros hermosos 
lagos de Oklahoma, un viaje a las montañas, la 
playa, o simplemente el tiempo en casa con la 
familia y amigos nuestro tiempo de vacaciones 
es precioso.

Mi rector del seminario acostumbraba en-
viarnos a casa para las vacaciones de ver-
ano con la advertencia paternal, “Recuerden 
señores, no hay vacaciones de su vocación”.  
Entendíamos muy bien lo que se nos estaba 
diciendo. Olvídense del lema, “¡Lo que pasa 
en Las Vegas se queda en Las Vegas!” Él nos 
estaba recordando que nuestra vocación no es 
algo de lo cual podamos escaparnos 
de vez en cuando. La vocación es 
algo profundamente arraigado en 
nuestra identidad. No es algo que 
hacemos. Es lo que somos. En todo 
caso, nuestro tiempo de vacaciones 
lejos del seminario fue un tiempo 
para integrar nuestras vocaciones 
más completamente en la totalidad 
de nuestras vidas. Lo mismo vale 
para todos nosotros.

La tradición hebrea del descanso 
sabatino y nuestra tradición cristi-
ana del Día del Señor nos recuerdan 
la importancia del descanso y el ocio. 
Jesús dice: “El sábado se hizo para 
el hombre” (Mc 2,27). Dios ordena 
el sábado, no descansa porque Él lo 
necesite, sino porque nosotros sí lo 
necesitamos. Lo necesitamos para 

ayudarnos a recordar quienes somos nosotros 
y quién es Dios. Tomemos nuestro descanso 
semanal en nuestro día santo (El Día del 
Señor), o durante unas vacaciones anuales o 
un retiro espiritual, el descanso está destinado 
a ser reparador. El ocio es una buena y nece-
saria experiencia humana.

También hay un elemento sagrado, por 
supuesto. Como dice el salmista: “Ríndanse 
y reconozcan que yo soy Dios” (Salmo 46:11). 
Las vacaciones nos ayudan a volver a reenfo-
carnos. Nos dan permiso para desconectarnos 
de los horarios,  responsabilidades de trabajo 
y asuntos ordinarios. ¡Imagínese unas vaca-
ciones en las que nos dimos el permiso incluso 
para desconectarnos de nuestros teléfonos 
inteligentes, tabletas y ordenadores portátiles! 
(¿Parecen imposibles? “Nada es imposible para 

Dios” Lc 1:37)  
Desconectarse 
de vez en cuando 
nos revela la 
verdad liberadora 
de que el mundo 
sigue bien sin 
nosotros. Cuan 
liberador es el  
descubrir que 
no necesitamos estar en control de todo en 
todo momento. Cuan liberador es el saber que 
“¡Dios es Dios y que nosotros no lo somos!”

Tomarse el tiempo para alejarse de nuestras 
excesivas rutinas y actividades programadas 
nos ayuda a ver las cosas y apreciar las rela-
ciones en nuevas formas, incluyendo nues-
tra relación con Dios. Es comprensible que 

muchas personas que lean esta 
columna pueden vivir con las limita-
ciones económicas que no permiten 
unas vacaciones tradicionales. Sin 
embargo, unas mini-vacaciones 
pueden ser tan simple como sen-
tarse en el patio, pasando un día 
de campo, trabajando en el jardín, 
o tomar un tranquilo paseo por 
el bosque o bajo las estrellas en 
nuestro propio vecindario. Ocio y 
descanso son experiencias human-
izantes que nos ayudan a crecer y 
estar más vivos a las maravillas de 
la providencia de Dios en nuestras 
vidas.

Le pido a Dios que tomen tiempo 
para experimentar el poder restau-
rativo del ocio sosegado durante este 
verano.

Iglesia necesita mujeres 
valientes como María, dice el papa 
durante Misa matutina Por Junno 

Arocho Esteves
CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS) – La iglesia necesita el servicio de las muchas 

mujeres que continúan siguiendo el ejemplo de María de valentía y servicio a 
pesar de las probabilidades, dijo el papa Francisco. 

Las mujeres que sirven alegremente para llevar adelante a sus familias en 
la vida, que se aseguran de la educación de sus hijos, que “enfrentan tantas 
adversidades y que sanan a los enfermos” son valientes, dijo el papa el 31 de 
mayo durante la Misa en la capilla de la Casa de Santa Marta. 

Conmemorando la fiesta de la Visitación, cuando la embarazada María fue 
a visitar a su prima Isabel, quien estaba embarazada con san Juan Bautista, el 
papa dijo que el memorial es un “aliento fresco” que destaca la importancia de la 
alegría en la vida Cristiana. 

Los cristianos que están tristes, él dijo, podrían verse “feos” y aunque “creen 
que son cristianos, no lo son plenamente”. La alegría es el mensaje cristiano 
“que la liturgia de hoy nos da como regalo”. 

El papa señaló que el valeroso servicio de María al visitar a su prima Isabel, 
a pesar de que ella misma estaba embarazada, y quien “se pone de pie y va sin 
excusas”. “El servicio es una señal cristiana. Aquellos que no sirven”, sirven 
un propósito muy pequeño en la vida. “Servir con alegría: esta es la actitud 
que yo quisiera enfatizar hoy. Hay alegría y también servicio; siempre (dispues-
tos) a servir”, él dijo. 

Otra señal cristiana, dijo el papa Francisco, es la disposición a encontrarse 
con otros. Tanto el servicio como el encuentro requieren que los cristianos sal-
gan de sí mismos.  

“Con este servicio de María, con este encuentro, la promesa del Señor es 
renovada; sucede en el presente. Y el Señor, como escuchamos en la primera 
lectura, ‘El Señor está entre nosotros’, el Señor está en el servicio, el Señor 
está en el encuentro”, dijo el papa.
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¿A Dónde Han Ido Todos Los Padres?
Amoris Laetitia nos habla sobre la paternidad

En unas pocas semanas es-
taremos celebrando el Día de los 
Padre y fabricantes de corbatas, 
fabricantes de colonia y com-
pañías que ofrecen un surtido de 
calzoncillos están preparando su 
mercancía. Tristemente, la verdad 
es que lo que se gasta en el Día de 
los Padres es generalmente mucho 
menos de lo que se gasta en el Día 
de las Madres. 

Mientras que las tarjetas de Día 
de las Madres son la número uno 
en ventas, por desgracia, tarjetas 
para el Día de los Padres no son 
la numero dos. Tarjetas para el 
Día de los Padre tienen el cuarto 
lugar en ventas. Este es solo el 
comienzo. El número más im-
presionante para mí es el que los 
gastos en ventas para el Día de 
las Madres sobre pasan los gastos 
del Día de los Padres por casi $5 
Billones de dólares. A los ojos de 
la sociedad, la paternidad no es 
lo que solía ser, está en constante 
disminución. 

Incluso el Papa Francisco está 
hablando acerca de la paternidad 
en su último documento Amoris 

Laetitia. En concreto los párrafos 
176 y 177 expresan un análisis 
honesto de la situación actual de 
la paternidad. 

Aquí está el principio del pár-
rafo 176 en donde el Santo Padre 
habla mucho de la ausencia de los 
padres y de algunos de los proble-
mas referentes a la forma en que 
la paternidad se vivió en el pasado.

Se dice que nuestra sociedad 

es una «sociedad sin padres». En 
la cultura occidental, la figura 
del padre estaría simbólicamente 

ausente, desviada, desvanecida. 
Aun la virilidad pareciera cuestio-

nada. Se ha producido una comp-

rensible confusión, porque «en un 

primer momento esto se percibió 

como una liberación: liberación 

del padre-patrón, del padre como 

representante de la ley que se im-

pone desde fuera, del padre como 

censor de la felicidad de los hijos 

y obstáculo a la emancipación y 

autonomía de los jóvenes. A veces, 
en el pasado, en algunas casas, 

reinaba el autoritarismo, en ciertos 

casos nada menos que el maltrato». 
El Santo Padre continúa con los 

cambios en la paternidad y las di-
ficultades para la práctica de este 
llamado único.

Pero, «como sucede con frecuen-
cia, se pasa de un extremo a otro. 
El problema de nuestros días no 
parece ser ya tanto la presencia 
entrometida del padre, sino más 
bien su ausencia, el hecho de 
no estar presente. El padre está 
algunas veces tan concentrado 
en sí mismo y en su trabajo, y a 
veces en sus propias realizaciones 
individuales, que olvida incluso a 
la familia. Y deja solos a los pe-
queños y a los jóvenes». 

La presencia paterna, y por 
tanto su autoridad, se ve afectada 
también por el tiempo cada vez 

mayor que se dedica a los medios 
de comunicación y a la tecnología 
de la distracción. Hoy, además, la 
autoridad está puesta bajo sos-
pecha y los adultos son cruda-
mente cuestionados. Ellos mismos 
abandonan las certezas y por eso 
no dan orientaciones seguras y 
bien fundadas a sus hijos. No es 
sano que se intercambien los roles 
entre padres e hijos, lo cual daña el 
adecuado proceso de maduración 
que los niños necesitan recorrer y 
les niega un amor orientador que 
les ayude a madurar.

Como respuesta a las deficiencias 
en la paternidad, Francisco, en el 
párrafo 177, nos recuerda cuáles 
son las ideas principales que deben 
ser tenidos en cuenta referente a la 
paternidad para que pueda verse 
correctamente desde el punto de 
vista de nuestra fe.

Ideas clave sobre la paternidad 
en la fe, inspiradas en Amoris 
Laetitia #177

Dios pone al padre en la familia y 
cada padre debe ser el reflejo de la 
verdad, el amor y la misericordia de 
Dios para los demás miembros de 
su familia:

- Los padres están llamados a 
 compartir su divino don de su 
 masculinidad;
- Son imagen y discípulos de 
 Cristo;
- Generosidad y el liderazgo 
 servicial;
- Hombre de oración y que le 
 rinde culto a Dios;
- Sabiduría, integridad y 
 carácter;
- Humildad y santidad. 
Cercanía amorosa con su esposa 

manifestada de muchas y variadas 
maneras:

- Dispuesto a, y capaz de, 
 compartir todo con su esposa: 
 la alegría, la tristeza, la 
 esperanza y dificultades 
 también. 
Cercanía amorosa y presencia 

saludable para sus hijos que 

Por Pedro A. Moreno, O.P.
Director de la Oficina de Ministerio Hispano

promueve un desarrollo apropiado:
- A medida que vayan creciendo;
- Cuando juegan o trabajan;
- Cuando están tranquilos o 
 están angustiados;
- Cuando hablan o cuando están 
 en silencio;
- Cuando se avientan y cuando 
 tienen miedo;

- Cuando se apartan y cuando 
 regresan de nuevo al el camino 
 correcto.  
Como en la parábola del padre 

con dos hijos, los niños necesitan 
un padre amoroso y misericordioso 
esperando por ellos cuando re-
gresen a casa con sus problemas, 
triunfos o fracasos. Ellos pueden 
pensar que son demasiado vie-
jos para el apoyo y el cuidado de 
un padre, muchos incluso tratan 
de no aceptar o mostrar que han 
superado la necesidad del apoyo 
de un padre pero la realidad que lo 
necesitan. Todos lo necesitamos.  

Todos necesitamos a nuestro 
amoroso Padre en el cielo y no es 
bueno que los niños carezcan de 
un padre. Su ausencia solo obliga 
a los niños a crecer antes de que 
estén realmente preparados para 
hacerlo. 

Tal vez estos recordatorios 
inspirados por el Papa Francisco 
puedan ayudar a los padres de 
hoy y mañana. Una cosa que todos 
sí podemos hacer es unirnos y 
orar por ellos y otra es que tal vez 
podamos igualar lo gastado para 
el Día de las Madres. ¡Necesitamos 
disminuir esa brecha! 

¡Un anticipado Feliz Día de los 
Padres a todos los papás!

El Papa recibe pelota de futbol de oficial de la liga
El papa Francisco recibe una balón de fútbol de parte de Maurizio 
Beretta, presidente de la liga italiana Serie A, durante una audiencia 
privada en el Vaticano el 20 de mayo. (Foto CNS-L’Osservatore 

Romano vía Reuters)

 



Briefs
Spanish Marriage Encounter

The next Spanish Marriage En-
counter is scheduled for June 17-
19. The encounter will be entirely 
in Spanish and held at the Catho-
lic Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway, OKC. Call Lisa in the 
Offi ce of Family Life at (405) 721-
5651, Ext. 109.

The Gift of Love gala
The Gift of Love gala at the Na-

tional Cowboy and Western Heri-
tage Museum on June 24. Cocktail 
reception and raffl e at 6:30 p.m., 
dinner and live auction at 7 p.m. 
The gala supports the work of the 
Center of Family Love. Call (405) 
263-4658 or go online to http://
giftofl ovegala.com.

Register for OLOG summer camp
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 

Summer Camp is open to youth 
going into grade 4 through grade 
12. Activities include crafts, hiking, 
swimming (in-ground pool), fi sh-
ing, water sports, volleyball, canoe-
ing, archery, scripture adventures, 
talent show, soccer, campfi res and 
drama. Total cost per camper is 
$300, with deposit due at registra-
tion. Scholarship assistance avail-
able. Download forms or register 
online at www.archokc.org/youth-
and-young-adult-offi ce/summer-
camp. Call (405) 721-9220.

Ya comenzaron las inscripciones 
para el Campamento de Verano

El Campamento de Verano de 
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe está 
abierto para cualquier alumno que 
ha terminado el tercer grado hasta 
el 12. Las actividades incluyen ar-
tesanías, caminatas, natación (en 
piscina), pesca, deportes acuáticos, 
voleibol, tiro con arco, aventuras 
con las Escrituras, concurso de 
talentos, fútbol, fogatas y drama. 
El costo total es $300 por persona, 
con depósito al inscribirse. Ofrecen 
becas parciales. Puede bajar el for-
mulario de inscripción o regístrese 
por internet www.archokc.org/
youth-and-young-adult-offi ce/
summer-camp. Llamar para más 
información: (405) 721-9220.

St. Gregory’s new student       
enrollment days

Enrollment days for incoming 
freshman and transfer students 
will be from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
June 24 and July 22.  Register 
online at www.stgregorys.edu/
enrollment or contact SGU admis-
sions offi ce at (844) BE EXTRA 
(233-9872). Enrollment Day open 
to all SGU applicants. Students 
who have not applied, can register 
for an Enrollment Day and apply 
online at www.stgregorys.edu/ap-
plynow.

Birth Choice volunteers needed
Birth Choice is in serious need 

of volunteers who will adminis-
ter pregnancy tests, mentor clients 
and help with clerical work. Con-
tact Barbara at (405) 606-8428. 

Catholic young adults of OKC
Open to all young adults (ages 

18-39, married or single) in the 
archdiocese. Visit Facebook page 
(Catholic Young Adults of OKC) for 
events and information or e-mail 
info@catholicyoungadultsokc.com.

Study of “Laudato Si”
The Pope Francis Fan Club at 

Epiphany will begin a study of the 
encyclical letter “Laudato Si” on 
Monday, June 13, at 7 p.m. in the 
patio room at Epiphany, 7336 W. 
Britton Rd. Contact Bob Waldrop 
at music@epiphanyokc.com or 
(405) 722-2110, Ext. 115. The Pope 
Francis Fan Club meets the second 
and fourth Mondays of the month 
at 7 p.m. at Epiphany.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
training 

The Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd is a program that gives 
words and materials to share 
Catholic faith with young chil-
dren. It is rooted in the educational 
principles of Maria Montessori, the 
Bible and the liturgy of the Church. 
Level 1, Pt. 2 formation training 
available at St. Eugene June 15-
18 and June 22-25. Contact Su-
san Ison at sison@steugeneschool.
org or Christie Ardoin at csardoin@
cox.net.

Garage sale
St. Francis of Assisi garage sale 

will be 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. June 16; 
8 a.m. to Noon on June 17; and 8 
a.m. to Noon on June 18, in the 
Parish Hall, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

Trip to Branson
Join Michael Zink June 14-16 on 

trip to Branson, Mo., to see the play 
“Moses.” Included in the trip will be 
a performance by the Blackwoods 
and evening dinner cruise on the 
Branson Belle. Three days, two 
nights, $389. Contact (405) 314-
4120, Michael-thej@cox.net.

Pro-life women’s conference
And Then There Were None and The 
Alice Paul Group announce the fi rst 
ever Pro-life Women’s Conference: 
Reclaiming the Narrative June 
24-26 at the Hyatt Regency, Dal-
las. Panels and breakout sessions 
include pro-life activism, adoption, 
advocacy, sex traffi cking, sidewalk 
counseling, pro-life media, grass-
roots organizing, new feminism, 
natural fertility care, and being a 
pro-life activist and a stay at home 
mom. Speakers include Kristan 
Hawkins of Students for Life of 
America, Rebecca Kiessling of Save 
the 1, Amy Ford of Embrace 
Grace, Bethany Bomberger of the 
Radiance Foundation, Destiny 
Delarosa and Kristen Hatten of New 
Wave Feminists.

Catholic Charities presents Reds, 
Whites & Brews

Catholic Charities is proud to 
present Reds, Whites and Brews in 
Prosperity Junction at the National 
Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum at 6 p.m. July 22. The 
event supports Sanctuary Women’s 
Development Centers. Tickets $60. 
Go online to http://redswhites-
brews.com.

San Antonio trip
Join Michael Zink on a trip to San 

Antonio Aug. 31-Sept. 3 via Am-
trak to Fort Worth, then board the 
Texas Eagle to San Antonio. Trip 
includes a guided tour of the Alamo 
and fi ve Catholic Missions, dinner 
at the Tower of America, Am Buck-
horn Saloon and Museum, Texas 
Ranger Museum, San Antonio River 
Cruise, SAS Shoe Factory, dinner 
at MI Tierra restaurant and bakery. 
Cost $729 pp (dbl. occ.). Contact 
Michael Zink at (405) 314-4120, 
Michael-the-j@cox.net.

Rosary School Bulldog Classic 
golf tournament  

Begins at 8 a.m. Aug. 20, at 
Lincoln Park Golf Course. Contact 
Darry Brewer at (405) 833-4708, 
darry.brew@gmail.com.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting

Held at 7 p.m. every Thursday in 
the Catholic Pastoral Center chapel 
and Rm. C-1. Bring your Bible. 
Contact Toni Calvey at (405) 630-
0539, toni-calvey1900@gmail.com 
or visit www.spiritOKC.org.

Pilgrimages to archdiocesan Holy 
Doors of Mercy

During the Jubilee Year of Mercy, 
join a pilgrimage to “Holy Doors 
of Mercy” sites in the archdiocese. 
St. Mary (Guthrie) of the Catholic 
Daughters of America has planned 
tours. Blessed Sacrament, Lawton, 
and Holy Cross, Madill, July 16; 
St. Peter, Woodward, Sept. 17; St. 
Wenceslaus Shrine of the Infant 
Jesus of Prague, Prague, Oct. 23; 
The Cathedral of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help, St. Joseph Old Cathe-
dral, OKC, Nov. 12. Contact Gloria 
Belair at (405) 649-2421, (405) 834-
0596 or gloriab@gbel323.com. 

“33 Days to Morning Glory” 
retreat

Six-week retreat for men and 
women of the archdiocese. Learn 
what popes say is the “surest, 
easiest, shortest and most perfect 
means” to becoming a saint! Saint 
Louis de Montfort, Saint Maximil-
ian Kolbe, Blessed Mother Teresa, 
and Saint John Paul II will teach us 
how they drew closer to the heart 
of Jesus through the heart of Mary. 
This program by Father Michael 
Gaitley, MIC, has sold more than 
two million copies. Summer II ses-
sion: 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. on Mon-
days; July 18, July 25, Aug. 1, Aug. 
8, Aug. 15 and Aug. 22. Consecra-
tion: Aug. 22. Register by July 1 for 
this session. Cost $30. Call Dennis 
or Cindy Case at (405) 359-0578. 

St. Philip Neri small group study
Wisdom & Works of Mercy 

small group study begins at St. 
Philip Neri on Aug. 22. Two ses-
sions: Monday afternoons 1:30 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. or Monday evenings 6:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m. The 10-part study is 
the next stage in “Hearts Afi re Par-
ish Based Programs” for the New 
Evangelization and the follow-on to 
the “33 Days to Morning Glory” and 
“Consoling the Heart of Jesus” re-

treats. Contact Peggy Brown, (405) 
737-4476.

St. Philip Neri second annual 
1/5th to 5K walk

The second annual walk will be 
Saturday, Sept. 10, at Regional 
Park in Midwest City. 

Pilgrimage to New Mexico
Join Fr. Joseph Arledge on a Year 

of Mercy pilgrimage visiting the 
Catholic Missions of New Mexico, 
Sept. 11-16. Includes Santuario 
de Chimayo, Taos Pueblo, Capilla 
de Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe, 
Santuario de Guadalupe, Loretto 
Chapel and Miracle Staircase; San 
Francisco de Asis with its picture of 
Christ which defi es scientifi c expla-
nation; San Miguel Mission, Ca-
thedral Basilica of St. Francis, and 
more. Six days, most meals, admis-
sions, and roundtrip transportation 
departing from Edmond and Wood-
ward. $1,685 pp dbl. occ. $450 pp 
deposit. Call (405) 293-2003. 

Fr. Janocha to lead pilgrimage to 
Ireland

Fr. Carl William Janocha, St. 
Mary, Medford, will lead a pilgrim-
age to Ireland Nov. 2-12. The trip 
is $2,949 pp, including airfare 
from OKC, four-star hotels, most 
meals and more. Sites include 
Waterford Area, Killarney, Gal-
way, Connemara, Knock, Sligo and 
Dublin. Highlights will be a tour of 
the Ring of Kerry, a visit to Blar-
ney Castle and the opportunity to 
kiss the Blarney Stone, Mass at 
the Church where the apparition 
of Our Lady of Knock occurred, 
a visit to the breathtaking Cliffs 
of Moher and the Book of Kells. 
A $400 deposit required. Contact 
Fr. Janocha at (580) 395-2148;                 
cwjanocha@kanokla.net.

RCYC- Regional Catholic Youth 
Conference 

The pilgrimage to the Regional 
Catholic Youth Conference, Nov. 
18-20, will be in Beaumont, Texas. 
Cost is $325 per person. Fee in-
cludes bus, transportation, hotel, 
registration and T-shirt. To register, 
contact your parish youth minister 
or call (405) 721-5651, ext. 115 or 
(405) 721-9220.

Fr. Jim Goins to celebrate Silver 
Jubilee with pilgrimage

Join Fr. Jim Goins to celebrate 
his Silver Jubilee by walking the 
Way of St. James through coastal 
Portugal and Spain May 28-June 
9, 2017. Limited to 25 pilgrims. 
Porto, Ponte de Lima, Valencia, 
Orbenille, Mos, Arcade, Pontevedra, 
El Parque Natural de Ria Barosa, 
San Miguel, Rua de Francos Pad-
ron, Santiago de Compostela. Cost 
is $4,399 pp dbl. occ., includes all 
meals, roundtrip air from OKC, 
luggage transfers, superior hotels, 
guides, all admissions. Mass daily, 
support/chase van available and 
luxury motor coach for sightseeing 
and transfer to and from trail start/
end locations each day. $300 pp 
deposit. Contact (405) 293-2003, 
mroewe@Unitours.com.
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Keeping 
Our Promise

Trey Welker
MDRT, SKC
(405) 850-4092
Trey.Welker@KofC.org
Councils: 1038, 4601, 8204,
10822, 12518, 12605

Rob Blakely
(405) 243-8324
Robert.Blakely@KofC.org
949, 1053, 1903, 2974, 3309,
3336, 4042, 5266, 5396, 8523,
9583, 11135, 12819, 13366,

Troy Snow
MDRT, SKC
(918) 798-0012
Troy.Snow@KofC.org
775, 1104, 1302, 1677,
7392, 9333, 10388
11734, 11959, 13313,
14106, 14248

Chris O’Lague
(405) 343-9661
Chris.OLague@kofc.org
Councils: 1018, 3556, 5160,
5354, 9901, 11648, 12108,
12382, 16048

Bobby Stevens
(405) 534-0397
Bobby.Stevens@KofC.org
Councils: 965, 1287, 2604,
4026, 4598, 4889, 5168,
5759, 9900, 11909, 16214

Jody Snowder
(405) 474-6192
Jody.Snowder@KofC.org
   Councils: 767, 3101, 5440,
6478, 8633, 12669, 14744

Richard Moore
(405) 641-9582
Richard.Moore@KofC.org
Councils: 916, 6477,
9737, 11237

John Rice
(405) 706-2155
John.Rice@KofC.org
Councils: 1044, 1533,
1537, 3113, 3220, 9334

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
(877) 707-0752
Kevin.Pierce@KofC.org

Full time agent positions
available. To learn more, 

call Kevin Pierce at
405-514-7660.

To watch an
agent in action,

scan here...

LIFE INSURANCE         DISABILITY INSURANCE         LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE         RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Ranked the #1 Knights of Columbus

Agency Worldwide in 2015

Chad McAuliff
Court of the Table
MDRT, SKC
(918) 284-0685
Chad.McAuliff@KofC.org
Councils: 962, 3167,
4721, 6606, 9668, 14448,
7395, 15785, 4519, 4804,
8433, 11633, 13828,
15834, 11194, 14220

Sooner Catholic June 12, 2016   19Local

June

Charismatic Healing Mass 
from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at 
Immaculate Conception, OKC. 
For more information, call the 
church at (405) 685-4806.

The Pope Francis Fan Club 
at Epiphany will begin a study 
of the encyclical letter “Lau-
dato Si” at 7 p.m. in the patio 
room at Epiphany, 7336 W. 
Britton Rd.

Flag Day.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting at 7 p.m. every 
Thursday, at the Catholic Pas-
toral Center chapel and Rm. 
136. Contact Toni Calvey at 
(405) 630-0539. 

16 St. Francis of Assisi garage 
sale, in the parish hall, 1901 
N.W. 18, OKC, on June 16, 
1 p.m. to 6 p.m.; June 17, 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m.; and June 18, 8 
a.m. to Noon.

Father’s Day.

60th Anniversary Mass and 
celebration from 10:30 a.m. 
to Noon at St. James the 
Greater, OKC.

The fi fth annual St. Gregory’s 
Abbey Golf Tournament at 
Lincoln Park Golf Course, 
4001 N.E. Grand Blvd., OKC. 

Feasts of Sts. John Fisher and 
Thomas More. 

Bingo at St. James, 4201 S. 
McKinley Ave., OKC, at 6:30 
p.m. Food and beverages 

12

13

14

16

16

19

19

20

22

23

served at 5:45 p.m. All games 
$10. Door prizes, recogni-
tion for players born in June. 
A large fl at screen TV will 
be given away in October, a 
drawing ticket for everyone 
who plays.

Feast of the Nativity of St. 
John the Baptist.

The Gift of Love gala at the 
National Cowboy and Western 
Heritage Museum. Cocktail 
reception and raffl e 6:30 p.m., 
dinner and live auction 7 p.m. 
Gala supports ongoing work 
of the Center of Family Love. 
Call (405) 263-4658 or visit 
http://giftofl ovegala.com.

Priesthood Ordination Mass 
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., 
The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help.

St. Francis Xavier and Saint 
Gregory the Great parish 
blood drive from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the SFX Leven 
Center/gym.

Feasts of Sts. Peter and Paul.

Bishop Ordination for Bishop-
elect David Konderla, Tulsa.

Feast of the First Martyrs of 
the Holy Roman Church.

Devotion to the Precious 
Blood of Jesus. An unfailing 
means of tapping the inex-
haustible mercy of God from 
the source of our salvation. 
From 9 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 
St James, 4201 S. McKinley 
Ave., OKC. (405) 420-2527.

24

24
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26

29

29

30

30

Benefiting Catholic Charities’ women‘s & 
children’s homeless services in Stockyards City
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Fathers’ Day is Sunday June 19. 
It is a reminder and an opportu-
nity to honoring thy father.

Some of the saints were fathers, 
the most notable of whom was 
Saint Joseph, the temporal father 
of Our Lord and chaste spouse of 
Mary. His dignity is above that of 
all the saints except Mary. Joseph 

and Mary are the preeminent, the 
most outstanding, saints. “Jesus 
was obedient to them” (Luke 2:51).

 
Saint Louis

Saint Louis IX reigned from 1226 
to 1270. He and Queen Margaret 
of Provence had 11 children. Their 
son Phillip would succeed him as 
king after Louis’ death at Tunis 
(capital of modern day Tunisia) 
after leading a crusade. Saint 
Louis, in whose honor Saint Louis, 
Mo., was named, is considered the 
model Christian king. 

Saint Thomas More 

Saint Thomas More was the 
father of four children. Early in 
his life he had wanted to be a 
clergyman, but was unsure of 
that calling. He chose family life 
and the law. He was Chancellor 
of England, the legal authority of 
the realm as well as adviser to the 
sovereign during the reign of King 
Henry VIII. 

He refused to approve of the 
divorce of King Henry from Queen 
Catherine of Aragon and remar-
riage to Anne Boleyn. He refused 
to acknowledge Henry as head 
of the church in England and to 
take the Oath of Supremacy Henry 
required of his subjects, for which 
he was tried for treason, convicted 
and beheaded in 1535. Henry 
would later divorce Anne and have 
her executed for treason a year 
later. In what must be consid-

By Ted King,

ered ironic, both are buried in the 
Anglican (Catholic until Henry’s 
apostasy) chapel of Saint Peter ad 
Vinula at the Tower of London. 

Thomas More was canonized in 
1935. His feast day is June 22. He 
had his children educated to read 
and write. Extending education to 
daughters was unusual for that 

time. Saint Thomas 
More is the patron saint 
of attorneys. 

 
Saint Louis Martin

Saint Louis Martin is 
the most recently can-
onized saint who was a 
father. He was canon-
ized along with his wife, 
Marie Azelie Guerin, 

on Oct. 18, 2015. July 12 is their 
feast day.

Louis Martin wanted to become 
a monk, but did not know Latin. 
He became a watchmaker. He met 
and married Marie Azelie Guerin 
in 1858. The couple had nine 
children, only fi ve of whom sur-
vived infancy. They were girls, and 
all went into the convent. One of 
them was Saint Therese of Lisieux, 
a Carmelite nun famously known 
as “The Little Flower.” 

She died of tuberculosis in 1897 
at age 24. In “The Story of a Soul,” 
her autobiography, she lovingly 
writes about her father.

“I cannot tell you how much I 

loved him, and I ad-
mired him in everything 
he did. When he used 
to expound to me some 
of his ideas on serious 
matters, as though I 
were already grown 
up, I would tell him in 
all simplicity: ‘If you 
talked that way to the 

Celebrating fatherly saints, 
honoring dads on Father’s Day

great men in the government, they 
would make you King for certain; 
then France would be happier 
than ever before. The trouble is, 
you would be miserable, because 
kings always are, and also you 
would not be my very own King, so 
I am glad they do not know you’” 
(Pg. 31, 1997 edition, TAN Books 
and Publishers Inc.). 

 
Ted King is a freelance 

writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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