
Three seminarians for the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City were ordained to the 
Transitional Diaconate June 2 at The 

Cathedral of 
Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help 
in Oklahoma 
City. God will-
ing, Alexander 
Kroll, Zachary 
Boazman and 
John Herrera 
will be or-
dained priests 
next year.

Two other 
seminarians, 
Jerome Krug 
and William 
Banowsky, will 
be ordained 
to the Transi-
tional Diacon-
ate this fall 
in Rome with 
Archbishop 
Coakley; Fr. 
Brian Buettner, 
vocations 
director; and 
a group of 

parishioners from across Oklahoma in atten-
dance. On June 30, Deacon Vic Luong will be 
ordained to the priesthood at the cathedral. 
The ordination is open to the public.

During the diaconate ordination, the three 
men declared their willingness to fulfill vari-

ous duties of a deacon, committed to celibacy 
and promised to respect and obey Archbishop 
Coakley and his successors. The candidates 
laid prostrate while friends, family, fellow 
parishioners and hundreds of others in atten-
dance prayed the Litany of Saints and asked 

for God’s mercy and grace.
During his homily, Archbish-

op Coakley talked to the new 
deacons about how their lives 
must bear witness to the Gospel 
as they build an intimate friend-

ship with 
Jesus.

“As an or-
dained min-
ister of Jesus 
Christ, who 
came among 
his disciples 
as one who 
served, do 
the will of 
God from the 
heart: serve 
the people in 
love and joy 
as you would 

serve the Lord himself. That is 
your charge,” Archbishop Coak-
ley said.

“Now, you are not only a 

Fathers’ Day is a time to cele-
brate fatherhood and honor the 
irreplaceable role fathers play in 
their families and within commu-
nities.

Serving as an exemplary role 
model, the Church acknowledges 
Saint Joseph as the patron saint 

of fathers. As sons and daughters 
prepare to celebrate fatherhood on 
Sunday, June 17, recall the attri-
butes that make Saint Joseph the 
ideal saint for fathers everywhere. 

Saint Joseph was the husband 
of Mary and the foster father of 
Jesus. Through his obedience and 
dedication to the Holy Family, 
Saint Joseph led by example. He 
was selfless, a leader and a hard 

worker. These inspiring traits 
display the courage and humility 
Saint Joseph showed by his love 
and devotion to his family. 

Perhaps these traits led Saint 
Teresa of Avila, as she was speak-
ing of Saint Joseph, to advise, “If 
a person cannot find anyone to 

teach him how to pray, let him 
take this glorious saint for his 
guide, and he will not lose his 
way.”

It has been reported that it was 
Saint John Paul II’s father who 
inspired him to accept 
the vocation of the 
priesthood. He once 
said of his father, “Day 
after day, I was able to 

observe the aus-
tere way in which 
he lived. By pro-
fession he was a 
soldier and, after 
my mother’s death, 
his life became one 
of constant prayer. 
Sometimes I would 
wake up during 
the night and find 
my father on his 
knees, just as I 
would always see 
him kneeling in 
the parish church. 

We never spoke about 
a vocation to the priest-
hood, but his example 
was in a way my first 
seminary, a kind of do-
mestic seminary.”

Saint John Paul II 
used the words “domes-

tic seminary” to define the voca-
tion of fatherhood. Saint Joseph 
is a model father, who chose to 
accept the vocation of fatherhood 
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Go Make Disciples

Saint Joseph: Role model, patron saint of fathers
By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

Turn to pages 7-14 for the 
Sooner Catholic graduation section.

continued on page 6

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

“Serve the people in love”

Alexander Kroll, Archbishop Beltran, Archbishop Coakley, Zachary Boazman 
and John Herrera. Photos Jan Foisy/Sooner Catholic. Alexander Kroll

Zachary Boazman

John Herrera

continued on page 20
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

aDisaster recovery 
Catholic Charities is work-

ing to help families recover 
from the effects of natural 
disasters. To be a part of 
disaster recovery, please con-
sider making a gift to Catho-
lic Charities long-term disas-
ter recovery efforts. Text the 
word “Response” to 41444. 
For additional information on 
receiving help or how to help, 
contact Gwen Johnson at 
(405) 200-8760 or gjohnson@
ccaokc.org.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

On June 26, Oklahomans will go to the polls to vote 
on candidates and issues that will impact the quality 
of life of all for us here in the Sooner State. Among 
the ballot measures that we must address is State 
Question 788, which, if passed, will legalize medical 
marijuana for persons over 18 years of age. We would 
be wise to study this carefully.

The Catholic Church has a rich history of concern 
for the well-being of the whole person and fostering a 
more just society. 

Catholic institutions historically have advanced 
things such as education, health care and social ser-
vices, which contribute to authentic human flourish-
ing, especially as these affect the poor and most vul-
nerable. The bishops of the United States have long 
supported expanding health care coverage to ensure 
access to medical care for all.  

In spite of amazing medical and pharmaceutical 
advances, many people live with chronic pain and se-
rious medical conditions that have no apparent cures 
or satisfying treatments. It is in response to these real 
situations that a growing number of proponents have 
advocated for the expanded use of medical marijua-
na.

Proponents of SQ 788 argue that many who suffer 
from chronic pain, opioid addiction and other medical 

challenges could benefit greatly from access to medi-
cal marijuana. Further study is needed to determine 
its real benefits. But, there are serious problems with 
the way this question is written. 

It is not only a matter of what the question includes 
that can be problematic, but also what it does not 
include. Thirty states have approved medical marijua-
na. Every one of them has a list of qualifying ailments 

for which a prescription 
for medical marijuana 
can be written. 

There are none listed 
in the Oklahoma mea-
sure, which explicitly 
states, “There are no 
qualifying conditions.” 
The bar is set unreason-
ably low as to what med-
ical conditions would qualify someone for a medical 
marijuana license. There is no bar at all! All that is 
required is for an “Oklahoma Board Certified physi-
cian” to write a recommendation that states a medical 
condition warrants such a license. While it may not 
be the intent, this language is so broad that even a 
veterinarian could write the recommendation. 

This measure raises a whole host of other questions 
that must be seriously and thoughtfully addressed. 

What about the risks to public safety posed by driv-
ers impaired by marijuana on our roads? What about 
the impact of licensed marijuana users in the work-
place? What about licensed marijuana users smoking 
in public places? Even though a person must be 18 

to obtain a license for 
medical marijuana the 
amount that one could 
legally possess could 
easily be diverted to 
younger consumers. 

The number of 
unintended harmful 
consequences to this 
well-intended mea-
sure far outweigh the 
potential benefits. 

There is need for 
further study to deter-
mine the real benefit 
of medical marijuana 
as a means of alleviat-
ing pain and improv-
ing certain medical 
conditions. SQ 788 
will not advance that 
body of knowledge. It 

is a bait and switch proposal. While proposed as a 
vote on medical marijuana, it is written so broadly as 
to be little more than a thinly veiled referendum on 
recreational marijuana. 

The social, spiritual and human consequences of 
such a step would be devastating. I don’t think Okla-
homa is ready to go there. 

Please consider this measure carefully.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Is State Question 788 a good idea?

God our Father,
We give you thanks and praise

for fathers young and old.
We pray for young fathers, 

newly embracing their 
vocation; May they find cour-
age and perseverance to 

balance work, family and faith 
in joy and sacrifice. 

We pray for our own Fathers 
around the world whose children 

are lost or suffering;  
May they know that the God of 

compassion walks with them in 
their sorrow.

We pray for men who are not 
fathers, but still mentor 

and guide us with fatherly love 
and advice. 

We remember fathers, grand-
fathers, and great grandfathers 

who are no longer with us
but who live forever in our 

memory and nourish us with 
their love.

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

June 10 – 125th Anniversary Mass and celebration, 8:30 a.m., Good Shepherd, Boise City
June 12 – Catholic Relief Services Board meeting, Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
June 13-15 – U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops Spring General Meeting, Fort Lauderdale
June 16 – Gift of Love Gala benefiting The Center of Family Love, 6 p.m., National Cowboy and Western Heri-
tage Museum
June 17 – Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., St. Eugene, Weatherford
June 19 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
June 19 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
June 19 – CPC staff meeting, 12:30 p.m., CPC
June 19 – Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
June 21 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
June 21 – Senior staff meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
June 22 – Dedication of new religious education building, 6 p.m., Our Lady of Guadalupe, Hollis
June 24 – Mass, 9 a.m., St. John the Baptist, Edmond

Three parishes in southwest 
Oklahoma will unite again this 
year with the help of Totus Tuus 
of Oklahoma to offer a weeklong 
summer camp with outdoor games 
and learning about the Catholic 
faith. 

Saint Ann in Elgin, Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Sterling and Our 
Lady of Sorrows in Apache will 
host the summer youth event in 
July.

The goal of Totus Tuus is to pro-
vide youth with essential informa-
tion about the Catholic faith, and 
to get students enthusiastic about 
being Catholic.

“This camp was a first for our 
parishes. It has been a number 
of years since we have any sort of 
summer vacation bible school,” 
said Susan Milam, director of the 
religious education at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Sterling. “I want 
to give the students a fun, faith-
filled, summer experience.”

Milam said the children love the 

fun games and activities that the 
Totus Tuus team plays with the 
students. 

“There is a day dedicated to out-
door water play, and the students 
get to vote which Totus Tuus team 
member they would like to make a 
human sundae. The kids put choc-

olate syrup, caramel and whipped 
cream on the team member, and 
top it off with a cherry,” she said.

This year, the summer camp 
added junior high school and high 
school evening twilight sessions for 
older students. 

The 2018 summer camp will be 
July 16-20 at Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help for kindergarten to 12th 
grade. The church is located at 
220 N. A Ave. in Sterling.

The camp schedule is 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. daily for elementary stu-
dents in kindergarten to sixth 
grade, and 7 p.m. to 9:45 p.m. 
Monday -Thursday for junior 
high and high school students.

Recess follows lunch daily, 
and team sports are encouraged. 

Students may bring Frisbees, 
gloves, bats and balls, etc. 

On July 20, the final day of 
camp, students participate in Wa-
ter Day. Students wear swimsuits 
under their clothes or wear clothes 
that can be wet and soiled. 

Enrollment is $20 per student 

with a maximum of $50 per family. 
Enrollment forms due by July 1.

Volunteers that are Safe Envi-
ronment trained, and are willing to 

help with the day or evening camp 
times, are welcome. 

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Catholics in Oklahoma may have 
heard the term “vacation bible 
school,” but are not familiar with 
the term “Totus Tuus,” which is 
Latin for “totally yours.”

“Totally yours” was a motto of 
Saint John Paul II. He instituted 
other programs for youth such as 
World Youth Day and understood 
the importance of educating the 
young. The Totus Tuus program 
is administered by the Diocese of 
Tulsa and sends four college-age 
students to work and live with 
individual parishes for one week, 
working with students in grades 
1-12.

Each year, the program empha-
sizes the 
Mysteries of 
the Rosaries 
and differ-
ent areas of 
the Bible. 
The agen-
da for 2018 
includes the Creed and Luminous 
Mysteries. 

Saint Mark the Evangelist in 
Norman will be hosting the pro-

gram June 23-June 29. 
Tom March, the new 
coordinator of youth 
ministry, is anticipating 
a busy summer.

“The highlight of our 
summer is the visit of 
Totus Tuus. We will have 
about 35-40 high school 
students and about 65 
younger students.”

Enid’s two parishes, 
Saint Francis and Saint Gregory 
the Great, combine the parishes’ 
summer program under the direc-
tion of Miriam Day, director of reli-
gious education at Saint Francis. 

Like most programs, the 110 
students are divided into two 
groups: grades 1-6 during the day, 
and grades 7-12 during the eve-

ning. The program in Enid 
is very popular and is in 
its third year. There is no 
charge for the program as 
the parishes absorb the 
costs.

Carmen Santos-Heinen 
is the director of religious educa-
tion at Saint Charles Borromeo in 
Oklahoma City. After a few years 
without Totus Tuus, the program 
returned last year. 

“Totus Tuus is all that students 
have been talking about,” she said. 
“There is so much excitement the 
young people bring to the pro-
gram.” 

She is anticipating 90-100 
students enrolled in the program 
during the week of June 9-16.

Also during the week of June 
9-16, Totus Tuus will be sending 
a team to Saint John the Baptist 
to Edmond where Tim Fernandez, 
director of youth ministry, is an-

ticipating 150 grade school and 75 
high school students. 

“The Totus Tuus program engag-
es the students in core Catholi-
cism teaching, makes the faith fun 
and exciting, and gets everyone 
excited about their faith,” he said. 

Totus Tuus also will be visiting 
other parishes in the diocese this 
summer. 

Charles Albert is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.
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Totus Tuus summer program brings faith, fun to parishes

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Southwest Oklahoma parishes unite to offer weeklong camp

Photos provided. 

Students attend a 2017 Totus Tuus summer camp. Photo provided by Susan Milam/Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Sterling.

To learn more, visit a
 parish website or visit 

www.dioceseoftulsayouth.
org/totus-tuus.

To register, volunteer or learn more 
about Totus Tuus in southwest 

Oklahoma, contact Susan Milam 
at (580) 512-3202.
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High court rules in favor of baker in 
landmark religious liberty case

WASHINGTON – In a 7-2 deci-
sion June 4, the U.S. Supreme 
Court sided with a Colorado baker 
in a case that put anti-discrimi-
nation laws up against freedom of 
speech and freedom of religious 
expression.

Justice Anthony M. Kennedy, 
writing for the majority, said the 
Colorado Civil Rights Commission 
had violated the Constitution’s 
protection of religious freedom in 
its ruling against the baker, who 
refused to make a wedding cake 
for the same-sex couple.

Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
and Sonia Sotomayor dissented.

Kennedy noted the case had 
a limited scope, writing that the 
issue “must await further elabora-
tion.” Across the country, appeals 
in similar cases are 
pending, including 
another case at 
the Supreme Court 
from a florist who 
didn’t want to pro-
vide flowers for a 
same-sex wedding.

The chairmen of 
three U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic 
Bishops’ commit-
tees said the de-
cision “confirms 
that people of faith 
should not suffer 
discrimination on 
account of their 
deeply held reli-
gious beliefs, but 
instead should be respected by 
government officials.” In a state-
ment they said, “In a pluralistic 
society like ours, true tolerance 
allows people with different view-
points to be free to live out their 
beliefs, even if those beliefs are 
unpopular with the government.”

The ruling in Masterpiece Cake-
shop v. Colorado Civil Rights 
Commission stems from the case 
argued before the court last De-
cember from an incident in 2012 
when Charlie Craig and David 
Mullins asked the Colorado baker, 
Jack Phillips, to make a cake for 
their wedding reception. Phillips 
said no, saying his religious beliefs 
would not allow him to create a 
cake honoring their marriage.

The couple filed a complaint with 
the Colorado Civil Rights Commis-
sion, which decided the baker’s 
action violated state law. The de-
cision was upheld by the Colorado 
Court of Appeals. The Colorado 
Supreme Court wouldn’t take the 
case, letting the ruling stand. The 
U.S. Supreme Court agreed to hear 
the case.

During oral arguments at the 
high court, many questions came 
up about what constituted speech, 
since the baker claimed he should 
have freedom of speech protection.

The ruling’s opinion honed in on 
the argument of free speech and 

religious neutrality, saying the 
baker’s refusal was based on “sin-
cere religious beliefs and convic-
tions” and when the Colorado Civil 
Rights Commission considered 
this case, the court said, “it did not 
do so with the religious neutrality 
that the Constitution requires.”

The court opinion also noted 
the delicate balance at stake in 
this case, saying: “Our society has 
come to the recognition that gay 
persons and gay couples cannot 
be treated as social outcasts or 
as inferior in dignity and worth. 
For that reason, the laws and the 
Constitution can, and in some in-
stances must, protect them in the 
exercise of their civil rights. The 
exercise of their freedom on terms 
equal to others must be given great 
weight and respect by the courts. 
At the same time, the religious and 
philosophical objections to gay 

marriage are protected views and 
in some instances protected forms 
of expression.”

But, delving further, the court 
deemed the specific cake in ques-
tion was an artistic creation, not 
just a baked good. It said, “If a 
baker refused to sell any goods 
or any cakes for gay weddings, 
that would be a different matter,” 
noting that the state would have 
a strong case that this would be a 
denial of goods and services going 
beyond protected rights of a baker.

Here, the court said the issue 
was the baker’s argument that he 
“had to use his artistic skills to 
make an expressive statement, a 
wedding endorsement in his own 
voice and of his own creation.”

The court opinion goes on to say 
that as Phillips’ contention “has 
a significant First Amendment 
speech component and implicates 
his deep and sincere religious 
beliefs. In this context the baker 
likely found it difficult to find a 
line where the customers’ rights to 
goods and services became a de-
mand for him to exercise the right 
of his own personal expression for 
their message, a message he could 
not express in a way consistent 
with his religious beliefs.”

Ginsburg, writing in her dissent-
ing opinion, joined by Sotomayor, 
stressed there are aspects of the 

court’s opinion she agreed with 
but she “strongly” disagreed with 
the idea that the same-sex couple 
“should lose this case” and she felt 
that neither the commissioners’ 
statements about religion nor the 
commission’s treatment of other 
bakers who refused to make cakes 
disapproving of same-sex marriage 
justified a ruling in favor of Phil-
lips.

Ashley McGuire, senior fellow 
with the Catholic Association, a 
group that emphasizes religious 
freedom, described the court’s 
ruling as a “clear win for religious 
liberty and expression.”

In other immediate reaction, 
Kristen Waggoner, senior counsel 
for Alliance Defending Freedom, 
which represented Phillips, praised 
the court for showing that “gov-
ernment hostility toward people of 
faith has no place in our society.”

Louise Melling, 
deputy legal direc-
tor of the American 
Civil Liberties Union, 
stressed the narrow-
ness of the court’s 
opinion, emphasizing 
that it was based on 
“concerns unique 
to the case but re-
affirmed its long-
standing rule that 
states can prevent 
the harms of discrim-
ination in the mar-
ketplace, including 
against LGBT people.”

The USCCB filed 
a friend-of-the court 
brief in support of 

the baker, joined by the Colorado 
Catholic Conference, Catholic Bar 
Association, Catholic Medical As-
sociation, National Association of 
Catholic Nurses-USA and National 
Catholic Bioethics Center.

After oral arguments were pre-
sented late last year in this case, 
three chairmen of USCCB com-
mittees issued a statement saying, 
“America has the ability to serve 
every person while making room 
for valid conscientious objection.”

That statement along with the 
group’s reaction to the court’s final 
ruling was issued by Archbishop 
Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Ky., 
chairman of the Committee for Re-
ligious Liberty; Philadelphia Arch-
bishop Charles J. Chaput, chair-
man of the Committee on Laity, 
Marriage, Family Life and Youth; 
and Bishop James D. Conley of 
Lincoln, Neb., chairman of the 
Subcommittee for the Promotion 
and Defense of Marriage.

The committees’ statement after 
oral arguments said it hoped the 
court would continue to “preserve 
the ability of people to live out 
their faith in daily life, regard-
less of their occupation,” noting 
that artists “deserve to have the 
freedom to express ideas – or to 
decline to create certain messages 
– in accordance with their deeply 
held beliefs.”

By Carol Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service 

Colorado baker Jack Phillips
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Archdiocese celebrates World Refugee Day June 20

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

In 1872, Nellie Taylor was born 
near what is now Norman. Nellie 
was a full-blood American Indian 
of Choctaw-Chickasaw parent-
age. As a young girl, she attended 
Saint Elizabeth’s Mission School 
in Purcell and converted to Ca-
tholicism. Upon completing her 
studies, she decided that religious 
life with the Glen Riddle Francis-
cans (who had educated her) was 
her calling. She became one of the 
very few American Indian women to 
enter a religious community at that 
time. In this 1912 photo, she is 
pictured in her classroom at Saint 
Patrick’s Indian Mission in Anadar-
ko. Note the illustration of the bird 
on the blackboard; It is reminiscent 
in style of the famous Kiowa Six artist group that was educated at 

Saint Patrick’s. Sister Olivia served the Church in Oklaho-
ma for 35 years, also teaching among the Osage at Saint 
Louis School in Pawhuska and Saint John’s School in 
Hominy Creek. Her life of service to the Church was 
exemplary.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Heath Strahan and Father Phil Seeton. Photo 
provided.

Every minute, 24 people leave their lives be-
hind to escape war, persecution and violence. 

A refugee is a person who meets the United 
Nation’s criteria of leaving their home nation 
due to “a well-founded fear of perse-
cution because of their race, religion, 
nationality, membership in a particular 
social group, or political opinion.”  

They seek refuge in other countries 
with the hope of creating a new life for 
themselves and their families. There are 
more than 65 million refugees in the 
world today and more than three million 
have entered the United States since 
1980. 

On June 20, the United Nations is 
celebrating World Refugee Day. Catholic 
Charities of the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City is joining in the celebration. 
Follow the virtual experience, “Journey 
of a Refugee” via www.facebook.com/
CCOKC. Every day leading up to World Refugee 
Day will be a glimpse of a day in the life of a 
refugee.

Catholic Charities has spent the past 40 

years working to provide reception and place-
ment services to all newly arrived refugees in 
Oklahoma City and Tulsa. Through the de-
cades we have worked with individuals and 

families from several countries across Africa, 
Asia and Eastern Europe.

Catholic Charities employee Jessi Riesen-

berg remembers feeling surprised at one recent 
family’s arrival. “I think they literally brought 
their entire world with them,” Riesenberg said. 

“There were baskets, and a musical 
instrument. That’s all they had. It was a 
comfort to them to have it with them in 
this new place.”

After arrival, the next steps include 
supplying the basics: food, clothing, 
housing, financial assistance and living 
supplies. Catholic Charities also helps 
complete paperwork to receive docu-
mentation and social security benefits. 

Catholic Charities works with fami-
lies for up to six months after arrival. 
The families are connected with English 
classes, employment training and other 
services to help them achieve self-suffi-
ciency. The Catholic Charities Refugee 
Resettlement program strives to make 

them feel at home in America.
For more information, go online to https://

catholiccharitiesok.org.

Teens spruce up camp chapel for senior project
Earlier this year, three Catholic homeschool 

seniors embarked on a mission to complete 
their senior service project.

Since the three boys had attended Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Catholic Youth Camp for sever-
al years, they knew the kneelers in the chapel 
needed renovation. The foam cushions were 
worn and had lost their ability to spring back.

John Boyle of Spencer, Jacob Ledet of Nor-
man, and Gabriel Volpe of Harrah, decided to 
make their joint service repairing the kneelers. 
The teenagers wrote a letter for fundraising 
and sent it to multiple Knights of Columbus 
councils, a Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
Court and individual donors.

They described their goal and provided an 
itemized estimate of the materials they would 
need to complete the project. Ledet’s uncle, 
Don LaChance of Tecumseh, provided the fur-

niture recovering knowledge and volunteered 
his time, tools, oversight and his home work-
shop to help them get the job done.

By mid-March the teens 
had exceeded the fundraising 
goal of $1,000, and made the 
coordinating efforts with Bill 
Wells, the camp administrator 
at OLOG, to begin the project. 
Six days later, after 20 hours 
of work, the completed the 
mission.

The project was completed 
under budget, so the boys 
are donating the remaining 
$60 to the camp chapel. 

In a thank you letter to 
the students, Wells wrote, 
“The chapel looks so much 

better with your kind gift. It was a pleasure to 
work with you outstanding young men.”

Boyle will be apprenticing with a heating 
and air professional this summer as 

he acquires 
his HVAC 
certifica-
tion. Ledet 
will attend 
Benedictine 
University in 
Kansas this 
fall. Volpe 
will attend 
the University 
of Dallas in 
Irving, Texas, 
in August.

Eagle Scout project 
blessed, dedicated 

Father Phil Seeton 
blesses a new stone 
grotto in honor of 
deacons at Holy Family 
in Lawton on May 27. 
Heath Strahan, 15, a 
student at Eisenhower 
High School, thought 
of, raised funds for and 
helped build the grotto 
for his Eagle Scout 
project. The grotto’s 
centerpiece is a statue 
of St. Lawrence. Those 
contributing to the proj-
ect included Vincent 
Holloway, Charley Hall, 
J.C. Grayson, Steve 
Brown and Troop 100.



Archdiocesan ordination Italy 
pilgrimage 

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City invites you on a pilgrimage 
Sept. 21-29 to Italy with Fr. Brian 
Buettner for the diaconate ordina-
tions of seminarians Jerome Krug 
and William Banowsky. Archbishop 
Coakley will join the pilgrimage for 
the ordination. Seven nights’ ac-
commodation at four-star city-cen-
ter hotels; daily breakfast; four 
dinners,including a welcome and 

farewell dinner; daily Mass ar-
rangements; sightseeing and more. 
Visit www.ctscentral.net/trips/pil-
grimages/pilgrimage-italy-diacon-
ate-ordinations-archdiocese-okla-
homa-city. 

Philadelphia pilgrimage 
Join a pilgrimage to religious and 

historical sites of the Philadelphia 
area Aug. 25-29. Cost: $1,500 pp 
dbl; $2,000 sgl. Includes roundtrip 
transportation from Oklahoma 
City. Highlights: Cathedral Basili-
ca of Sts. Peter and Paul; Nation-
al Shrine of St. John Neumann; 
National Shrine of Our Lady of 

Czestochowa; Independence Hall 
and Liberty Bell. Sponsored by the 
archdiocesan Secretariat for Divine 
Worship. Contact (405) 721-5651, 
Ext. 158.

Pilgrimage to Italy, Sicily
Fr. Carl Janocha and Fr. Daniel 

Grover will lead a pilgrimage to Italy 
and Sicily, Nov. 5-16. Cost: $3,779 
pp, including airfare from OKC, 
four-star hotels, most meals and 
more. Sites include Palermo, Agri-
gento, Siracusa, Taormina, Sorren-
to, Pompeii and Rome. Traveling 
north to the Eternal City of Rome, 
stops at many examples of Ancient 

Greek and Roman Architecture 
at the remains of some temples, 
amphitheaters and villas. Oppor-
tunities to visit the famous ruins of 
Pompeii. $400 deposit is required. 
Contact Fr. Carl Janocha, (580) 
395-2148, cwjanocha@kanokla.net.

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
Join Fr. Krittenbrink on a pilgrim-

age to the Holy Land March 3-12. 
Cost: $4,219 pp. Roundtrip airfare 
from OKC or Dallas. Optional post 
tour to Rome $1,099 March 12-15. 
Visit www.pilgrimages.com/frkrit-
tenbrink. Contact Bill Schutte, (580) 
763-7665 or Schutte@cableone.net.

with reverence and humility. Saint 
John Paul II would eventually use 
Saint Joseph as 
an example of 
the ideal father 
in his future 
writings.

In his 1989 
apostolic exhor-
tation, “Redemp-
toris Custos” 
(Guardian of 
the Redeemer: 
On the Person 
and Mission of 
Saint Joseph in 
the Life of Christ 
and the Church), 
Saint John Paul 
II referred to 
Saint Joseph 
to explain the 
Catholic defini-
tion of what it 
means to be a 
good father.

“Commending ourselves, then, to 
the protection of (Saint Joseph) to 
whose custody God entrusted his 
greatest and most precious treasures, 

let us at the same time learn from 
him how to be servants of the econ-
omy of salvation. May Saint Joseph 
become for all of us an exception-

al teacher in the 
service of Christ’s 
saving mission, 
a mission that is 
the responsibility 
of each and every 
member of the 
Church: husbands 
and wives, parents, 
those who live by 
the work of their 
hands or by any 
other kind of work, 
those called to the 
contemplative life 
and those called 
to the apostolate 
(Redemptoris Cus-
tos 32).

The noble role 
Saint Joseph 
played in the life of 
Mary and Jesus is 

held as a perfect example of father-
hood. 

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

Each and every human being is true beauty 
from the moment of conception. We are beau-
tiful simply because we are all the image and 
likeness of our loving and eternal God, and 
God isn’t ugly. God is the greatest beauty!

While our spiritual DNA has left us with 
some blemishes wrinkles and imperfections, we 

have all been 
loved back 
to an almost 
perfect state 
at baptism. 
Ephesians 5, 
25-27, reminds 
us that: 

“Christ loved 
the Church 

and handed himself over for her to sanctify 
her, cleansing her by the bath of water with 
the word, that he might present to himself the 
church in splendor, without spot or wrinkle 
or any such thing, that she might be holy and 
without blemish.”

After our Baptism, we’re almost totally back 
to our original and most authentic beauty, 
as God intended, with the new life of Christ, 
incarnate love-incarnate beauty. We are all the 
union of a body and soul, this is what we are 
now and what we will ultimately be in eternity. 
But, as we all know, while here on earth we 

are subject to suffering, illness and death, both 
physically and spiritually. The life of Christ can 
be weakened and even lost by our rejection of 
God’s love, also known as sin.  

Only sin can muddy or totally destroy our 
original and most authentic beauty. Only our 
free and knowledgeable choice to reject God’s 
love and his laws, only sin, can transform us 
into the image and likeness of egoism, hate 
and indifference. Only sin can weaken or de-
stroy our intimate and loving relationship with 
Christ and bring us down a path of being dead 
weight within the Body of Christ, the Church. 
Sin is unhealthy and ugly, mortal sin is death. 
It makes ugly everything it touches. Sin ulti-
mately brings sadness and breaks all relation-
ships. Sin leads to loneliness. 

But, we should not lose hope. Christ has left 
us with ways to heal our ugliness, sadness 
and loneliness. Jesus can help us recover our 
loving relationship with him. Jesus can bring 
us back to life and joy. Our merciful and loving 
Christ has gifted his church with the Sacra-
ments of healing.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church, para-
graph 1421, reminds us that Christ is the great 
surgeon who can make us beautiful again! 
Jesus can heal our ugliness! Jesus can recover 
our original and most authentic beauty!

“The Lord Jesus Christ, physician of our 

souls and 
bodies, 
who 
forgave 
the sins 
of the par-
alytic and 
restored 
him to 
bodily 
health, has willed that his Church continue, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit, his work of healing 
and salvation, even among her own members. 
This is the purpose of the two sacraments of 
healing: the sacrament of Penance and the sac-
rament of Anointing of the Sick.”

At our weakest or most ugly moment of exis-
tence we can reach out to the great healer that 
can restore our health. Our best choice, irre-
spective of our physical health, will always be 
to project unto the world our best self, our best 
image, that of being the image and likeness of 
a beautiful and loving God. Just like Jesus did, 
even while agonizing on the cross. 

Thank you, Jesus, for these wonderful life-re-
covering Sacraments of healing, paths of joy 
and community. 

Thank you, Lord, for assuring us ways to 
recover your love and our original and most 
authentic beauty.

Sooner Catholic6   June 10, 2018

Recovering original and most authentic beauty
Christ in the Sacraments of healing

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis 

Echoes
of 

Christ

Pilgrimages 

Photos Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic.

continued from page 1

Sixteen graduates from the 
Pastoral Ministry program 
through the Blessed Stanley 
Rother Institute received their 
diplomas during a ceremony 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center 
in Oklahoma City. For more 
information on the institute, go 
online to www.archokc.org/in-
stitute or contact JFugikawa@
ArchOKC.org, (405) 721-5651, 
Ext. 131.
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Taylor
Alexander

University of 
Arkansas

Haley
Anderson

University of
Central Oklahoma

Thatcher
Anderson

Oklahoma State 
University

Jared
Ashcraft

University of
Oklahoma

Jordan
Ashworth
Newman 

University

Justin
Atyia

Oklahoma State 
University

Nathan
Baker

Oklahoma State 
University

Ellie
Baze

Oklahoma State 
University

Elizabeth
Beall

University of 
Oklahoma

Alec
Albarran

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Bishop McGuinness Class of 2018

Parker
Bentley

University of
Oklahoma

Monica
Borders
Creighton 
University

Bryan
Box

University of
Dallas

Harry
Brown Sanjuan

Conception 
Seminary College

Jarah
Burdette

University of
Oklahoma

Kimberly
Bustillo

Oklahoma State 
University

Christopher
Candler

University of
Oklahoma

Cecilia
Carter

Colorado State 
University

Rendon
Chambers
Conception 

Seminary College

Christopher
Becker

Oklahoma State 
University

Daphne
Chapline
Pomona
 College 

Jordan
Chavez

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Claire
Chesher

University of
Oklahoma

Bailey
Christiansen
University of 

Central Oklahoma

Emily
Cole

Texas Christian 
University

Owen
Condon

University of 
Georgia

Jordan
Coniglione

Oklahoma State 
University

Ann
Cooper

Oklahoma State 
University

Sergio
Covarrubias
University of 

Oklahoma

Natalie
Chansolme

Texas Christian 
University

Connor
Cunningham

Oklahoma State 
University 

Ellen
DeGiusti

University of 
Georgia

Maria
DeLoera

Oklahoma City 
University

Shane
Dolan

Northwestern 
University

Annalise
Dorety

University of 
Central Oklahoma

MaryKatherine
Downs

Oklahoma State 
University

Ashley
Drullinger

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Inai
Duenas

Montgomery 
College

Parker
Dugan

University of 
Oklahoma

Nancy
Cruz

University of 
Oklahoma

Sam
Duginski

Oklahoma State 
University

Cailin
Eby

University of 
Arkansas

Jacob
Edwards

Texas A&M 
University

Joseph
Engel

Oklahoma City 
University

Melissa
Fair

Oklahoma State 
University

Anna
Farris

College of 
The Ozarks

Coleman
Fisher

University of
Central Oklahoma

Collin
Forth

Oklahoma State 
University

Daniel
Fortin

Jacksonville 
University

Sheila
Gaffney

University of 
Oklahoma

Victor
Gallardo

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Skylar
Gardner

University of 
Oklahoma

Ashley
Gawey

University of 
Georgia
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William
Godfrey

Colorado Mesa 
University

Greyson
Gore

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Camryn
Gore

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Marlon
Gramajo
Undecided

Alexandria
Gray

University of
Oklahoma

Jackson
Griffith

University of
Oklahoma

Garrett
Grubb

Southern Methodist 
University

Lorelei
Haave

Barnard College

Anne-Marie
Hagen

Oklahoma State 
University

Maddie
Gee

University of 
Oklahoma

Bridget
Hatch

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Robert
Hibbard

Oklahoma State 
University

Tucker
Hill

Princeton 
University

Austin
Hill

University of 
Oklahoma

Wendell
Hixson

University of 
Science and Arts of 

Oklahoma

Jacob
Homola
Villanova 
University

Emma
Hughes

Rockhurst 
University

Randy
Ilechukwu
University of 

Oklahoma

John
Jacobi

St. John’s 
University

Jackson
Hardberger

Choate Rosemary 
Hall

Kristen
Jantz

University of 
Oklahoma

Trevon
Jelinek

Texas Christian 
University

Ivan
Jones

University of 
Utah

Chloe
Kamp

University of
Oklahoma

Andrew
Keddissi

University of
Oklahoma

Mackenzie
Kelley

University of 
Wyoming

Chandler
Kessler

University of 
Arkansas

London
Klechka

University of 
Oklahoma

Morgan
Lau

University of 
Oklahoma

Alexis
Jacobo

Oklahoma State 
University

Jessica
Le

University of
Central Oklahoma

Jeff
Lee

Oklahoma State 
University

Samuel
Lee

University of 
Oklahoma

Katherine
Mallette

University of 
Oklahoma

Hayden
Marchant

University of
Oklahoma

Zachary
Marino

University of 
Oklahoma

Stuart
Martin

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Lucas
Martin

University of 
Oklahoma

Will
Lawson

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Elizabeth
Maxwell

University of 
Notre Dame

Phoebe
McCaffrey

Oklahoma State 
University

Sophia
McCasland

Texas Christian 
University

Joshua
McDaniel

University of 
Oklahoma

Braeden
McLaughlin

Drake 
University

Jordan
Mcunu

Hampton 
University

Anna
Medley

University of 
Texas

Lyvia
Lauderdale
University of 

Oklahoma

Jacob
Meysing

Oklahoma State 
University

Benjamin
Miller
DePaul 

University

Katarina
Miller

Oklahoma Christian 
University

Lauren
Mondalek

University of 
Oklahoma

Carter
Moody

The Citadel

Brennan
Mullins

University of
Oklahoma

Bishop McGuinness Class of 2018
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Brandon
Nalagan

University of 
Oklahoma

Annie
Nguyen

University of
Oklahoma

Danny
Nguyen

University of
Oklahoma

Helena
Nguyen

University of
Oklahoma

Karina
Novak

University of
Oklahoma

John
O’Donnell

University of
Oklahoma

Konrad
Olbert

Oklahoma State 
University

Evan
Olivas

University of 
Oklahoma

Emily
Pace

Savannah College 
of Art and Design

Broden
Murphy

Royal Military 
College of Canada

Emilee
Perkins

Oklahoma City 
Community College 

Justin
Perry

Northeastern State 
University

Jace
Pevey

Oklahoma State 
University

Sara
Powers

University of 
Central Oklahoma

William
Puiggari

University of
Oklahoma

Bryan
Quigley

University of
Oklahoma

Veronica
Raley

Northeastern State 
University

Ashley
Raupe

Rose State 
College

Tyler
Raupe

University of 
Oklahoma

Anthony
Palerino

University of 
Utah

Gabrielle
Reed

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Kristina
Retherford
US Military 

Academy

Charles
Reynolds IV
College of the 

Holy Cross

Kelsey
Rice

Kansas City 
Arts Institute

Caroline
Rowland

Texas Christian 
University

Reina
Ruffin

University of 
San Diego

Chris
Ruggeri

Oklahoma State 
University

Jacqueline
Ruiz

Undecided

Gabby
Russell

Saint Mary’s 
College

Sienna
Reed

Oklahoma City 
Community College 

Hannah
Sanchez

Oklahoma State 
University

Peter
Sandell

University of
Oklahoma

Sarah
Savely

University of
Oklahoma

Olivia
Schmidt

Arkansas State 
University

Samuel
Schmidt

Benedictine 
College

Lucas
Schrantz

University of
Oklahoma

Scott
Schwager

Oklahoma State 
University

Anna
Shaffer

University of
Oklahoma

John
Shanahan

Oklahoma State 
University

Sara
Salomon

University of 
Chicago

Jacqueline
Shanbour

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Daniel
Shirley

University of
Oklahoma

Brianna
Silva

Undecided

Jake
Sims

Oklahoma State 
University

William
Sparks
Baylor 

University

Alex
Stewart

University of 
Maryland

Brook
Tarman

University of
Oklahoma

Tara
Thompson
University of

Oklahoma

William
Thompson
University of

Colorado

Matthew
Tran

University of
Oklahoma

Jeremy
Tubb

Connecticut 
College

Peyton
Tuller

Undecided

Chinanye
Ughanze

University of
North Texas

Bishop McGuinness Class of 2018
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Ignacio
Villar

Colgate
 College

David
Vo

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Celeste
Walker

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Melissa
Walters

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Anne
Watts

University Of 
Mississippi

Elizabeth
Woods

University of
Tulsa

Julianne
Wheeler

University of
Dallas

Pierce
Wilkins

Oklahoma State 
University

Patrick
Williams

Purdue 
University

Keaton
Van Sickle

Oklahoma State 
University

Hunter
Weitzel

Creighton 
University

Sarah
Yanchick

Oklahoma State 
University

Erin
Woods

Occidental 
College

Bishop McGuinness Class of 2018

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School
801 N.W. 50, OKC 73118 

www.bmchs.org 
For information on admissions, financial aid, placement 
test, tuition and enrollment deadlines, contact: (405) 842-
6638, Freshman: lohara@bmchs.org, Sophomore/
Junior: rdamron@bmchs.org.

Mount St. Mary Catholic High School
2801 S. Shartel Ave., OKC 73109 

www.mountstmary.org
For information on admissions, applications, shadow visits 
and financial assistance, contact: (405) 631-8865, Ext. 205 
Admissions: dwilson@mountstmary.org.
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Bennett 
Barnett

Texas Tech 
University

Madeline
Bates

Benedictine 
College

Evan
Beihl

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Alex
Bohn

University of 
Notre Dame

Lily 
Bolka

Oklahoma State 
University

James Michael
Bond

Georgetown 
University

Erica
Browne

University of 
Notre Dame

Dat 
Cao

Calvin 
College

Josh
Catino

Oral Roberts 
University

Gabriella 
Aleman

Northeastern 
Oklahoma A&M 

College

Kevin 
Coleman
Rose State 

College

Alicia
Cornelius

Oklahoma State 
University

Vishesh
Dabhi

University of 
Southern California

Natalie
Darrow

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Katie
Dennehy

Oklahoma State 
University

Zachary
Devonshire
Rose State 

College

Conor
Donnelly
Rockhurst 
University

Kylie
Dowers

Oklahoma State 
University

Jeffrey
Downes
Creighton 
University

Hannelore
Clayton

Southwestern 
Oklahoma State 

University

Frank
Escalante

Oklahoma State 
University

Sarah
Evans

University of 
Dallas

Hannah 
Floyd

Oklahoma State 
University

Erika
Fraire

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Nicholas 
Frey

University of 
Oklahoma

Anthony 
Galier

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Kale 
Goodwin

Oklahoma State 
University

Erik
Gutierrez
Rose State 

College

Stephon
Hall

University of 
Science and Arts 

of Oklahoma

James
Dudeck

University of 
Central Arkansas

Galen 
Hanby

University of 
Oklahoma

Jasmine
Haney

Undecided

Savannah
Hanke

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Laura
Harper-Tarantolo

Baylor 
University

Jack
Harstad

Creighton 
University

Abigail 
Hawley

Benedictine 
College

Victor
Heid

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Meleah
Holland

Oklahoma City 
University

Payton
Hooper

Oklahoma Christian 
University

William
Han

Baruch 
College 

Reagan 
Ingram

University of 
Kansas

Sayla
Jarrett

Oklahoma State 
University

Aaron
Jeffreys

Southwestern 
Oklahoma State 

University

Joseph
 Julian

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Andrew 
Kent 

University of 
Alabama,
Huntsville

Carmen 
Kinsey

Tarleton State 
University 

Kateri 
Krug

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Nathan
Lander

University of 
Oklahoma

Aunamarie
Lewis

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Alexandria 
Lopez

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Jonathan
Mai

Oklahoma State 
University

Cameron
Maroney

Oklahoma State 
University

Colton
Marschik

University of 
Colorado

Mount St. Mary Class of 2018
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Kathryn
McConnell

Rutgers 
University

Al Leka 
Miller-Heard
University of 

Central Oklahoma

Giao
Nguyen

Oklahoma City 
Community College

Maria 
Nolan

University of 
Oklahoma

Christopher 
Ooley

Westminster 
College

Anthony
Palmer

Oklahoma State 
University

Nicholas
Parizek 

Oklahoma Christian 
University

Julia
Perretti

University of 
Oklahoma

Sydney
Petersen
Rose State 

College

Patricia
Mascote

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Julia 
Pierce

Oklahoma State 
University

Cullen
Resolute

University of 
South Carolina

Mikaela 
Rindermann
Southwestern 

Oklahoma State 
University

Martha “Mattie” 
Rischard

University of 
Oklahoma

Viviana 
Rodriguez

Newman 
University

Leonardo 
Romero

Southern Nazarene 
University 

Jacob
Rossow

University of 
Central Oklahoma

Jared
Saltus

Weber State 
University

Mary
Sanders
Fordham 
University

Joseph
Pham

University of 
Oklahoma

Evan 
Sellars

Seton Hall 
University

Olivia
Simmons

Oklahoma State 
University

Madeline
Smith

Wichita State 
University

Michal “Kate” 
Smith

Oklahoma State 
University

Marian
Sorrels

University of 
Oklahoma

Camden 
Woodward
Rose State 

College

Jack
Wagner
Kenyon 
College

Tanner
Wade

Oklahoma Christian 
University

Mikayla 
Young

Rose State 
College

Elaine 
Selid

University of 
Arkansas

Morgan
Tero

Oklahoma State 
University

Sarah
Tooley

Creighton 
University

Kenzie
Uhr

Savannah College 
of Art and Design

Sarah 
Spellman

Southwestern 
Oklahoma State 

University

Mount St. Mary Class of 2018
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When Barbara Lee retired after what she de-
scribes as a “rewarding career as a lawyer and 
a judge,” she found herself asking, “Who am I 
now?” The result of her search for an answer is 
a little book titled “God Isn’t Finished with Me 
Yet: Discovering the Spiritual Graces of Later 
Life.” 

Her book is easy to read and easy to finish. 
Just 114 pages, it has something to offer the 
reader who is, like Lee, asking, “Who am I 
now?”

A highly successful professional in 1963, Lee 
was “one of 16 women in a Harvard Law School 
class of 468.” She never married or had chil-
dren, so when she retired as a U.S. Magistrate 
Judge, she was acutely aware of having lost her 
identity, of becoming “invisible.” 

Many retirees as well as many empty-nest-
ers and windows and widowers experience 
the same sort of thing, and Lee’s book can be 
a kind of road map for the journey to a new 
sense of self, one rooted in faith and Christian 
service.

In her early 40s, Lee had begun what became 
a life-long immersion in Ignatian spirituality; 
she completed the Spiritual Exercises of Saint 
Ignatius by enrolling in the eight-month long 
course, Retreat in Daily Life.

With retirement, she became a member of the 
Ignatian Lay Volunteer Corps and began work 
teaching “an intermediate-level English class 
for mostly Chinese immigrants.” After what 
she describes as “grace-filled years” teaching 
English and a long period of discernment, at 
the age of 80 (she) embarked on a new ministry 

as a spiritual director. As a result of this expe-
rience, she believes she has “come to a whole 
new way of looking at the Christian vocation of 
older adults.”

She says that her book “is for the ag-
ing,” for Catholics and other Christians 
“who want to grow 
in a God-centered 
life by exploring the 
graces specific to 
the later stages of 
life.”

What she is recommending is much 
more than exploring employment or 
volunteer opportunities. The plan she 
presents is a faith-centered and prayer-
filled approach that seeks God’s will in 
the important later-life decisions. 

She makes her book readable and 
interesting by presenting short sketch-
es of people with whom the reader can 
identify. There is “Joe, CEO of a successful 
business,” whose well-planned retirement goes 
off-track when he discovers he has prostate 
cancer. Rosa is the “single mother of an adop-
tive daughter,” a daughter whose career will 
take her to a job thousands of miles away. 

Matilda sells her large house and moves sev-
eral states away to share a home with her son 
only to find that plans have not worked well, 
and she finds herself completely isolated from 
the life and friends she had known.

For everyone, in every circumstance, Lee 
recommends the Ignatian “examen,” an end of 
the day review. While classical “examen” is “an 
examination of conscience focused on sin,” Lee 
suggests what has been called “review prayer” 
or “examination of consciousness.” This in-

volves gratitude for the day and “looking to the 
future with hope.”

At the end of each of her five chapters, Lee of-
fers “suggested Scripture readings.” The end of 

Ch. 2, for example, explores 
Christ’s question to the 
apostles, “Who do you say 
that I am?” (Luke 9:18-20) 
Then, Lee says, “turn the 
question around; ask Jesus, 
‘Who do you say that I am?’”

Lee offers an Ignatian 
model for decision making 
and a frank discussion of 
“downsizing.” One very nice 
concept she presents is the 
idea of using “imaging” in 
“praying with Scripture.” 
The reader is invited to go 
beyond the words of the 
scriptural passage at hand 

to seeing, to visualizing, the “situation as 
though we ourselves are there,” Lee writes.

Lee explains, “With whom do I identify: the 
forgiven sinner, the woman at the well, a skep-
tical onlooker in the crowd? How do I feel about 
what I have seen and heard? How do I feel 
about Jesus? What do I want to say to Jesus?”

In her final chapter, “God Isn’t Finished with 
Me Yet,” Lee notes that “Inevitably, the time 
comes when we see that the road ahead of us 
is much shorter than the one we have already 
traveled.” While looking back is only natural, 
Lee believes, we should still be looking ahead 
and at a complete and final surrender to God’s 
will for our lives.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

June 10, 2018   15Sooner Catholic

“Looking to the future with hope”
By J.E. Helm 

The Sooner Catholic

Jobs Box
Teachers - OKC

St. James Catholic School, OKC, 
is seeking a kindergarten teacher 
and a middle school science and 
religion teacher for the 2018-2019 
school year. Applicants should 
hold at least a bachelor’s degree 
in education with state teaching 
certification in desired teaching 
area. Send resume, cover letter 
and copy of teaching certificate 
to Alicia Vazquez, principal, St. 
James Catholic School, 1224 S.W 
41, OKC 73109 or avazquez@
stjames-catholic.org. Download 
teacher application packet at bit.
ly/archokcteacherapplication.

RE/youth director  
Sacred Heart in El Reno, a bi-

lingual parish of more than 300 
youth in catechetical formation, 
seeks a religious education/youth 
director. Applicant should be per-
son of faith who holds a bachelor’s 
degree in a related field, involved 
in youth catechesis or ministry, 
and an active member their par-
ish. Other responsibilities include 
being the parish safe environment 
coordinator. Send resumes to 
Christa Brandley, 208 S. Evans, El 
Reno 73036-3636.

First-grade teacher - Lawton
St. Mary Catholic School, Law-

ton, is accepting applications for 
the 2018-2019 school year for a 
first-grade teacher. A bachelor’s 
degree in education with state 
teaching certification is required. 
Send resume, cover letter and copy 

of teaching certificate to Joanne 
Linville, P.O. Box 2546, Lawton, 
OK  73502.  Teacher application 
packets can be found at bit.ly/
archokcteacherapplication.

RE director - OKC
Little Flower, OKC, is hiring 

a part-time religious education 
director. Must be bilingual. Call 
Angelica at (405) 235-2037.

Fourth grade teacher 
St. Mary Catholic School, Pon-

ca City, is accepting applications 
for a fourth grade teacher for the 
2018-2019 school year. A bach-
elor’s degree in education with 
state teaching certification in the 
desired teaching area required. 
Send resume and copy of teaching 
certificate to Fr. Carson Kritten-
brink, pastor, at father.kritten-
brink@gmail.com or mail to St. 
Mary Catholic School, at 408 S. 
8, Ponca City 74601. Download 
teacher application packet at bit.
ly/archokcteacherapplication.

HS teacher – OKC 
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a theology teach-
er. Must have at least two years 
full-time teaching experience. 
Spanish proficiency preferred. 
Must be practicing Catholic in 
good standing with a bachelor’s or 
master’s degree in theology, back-
ground in Catholic social teaching 
and U.S. Catholic bishop’s frame-
work. Apply at www.cristoreyokc.
org/careers.

Teachers - OKC
Christ the King Catholic School 

is seeking elementary teachers for 
the 2018-2019 school year. Bache-
lor’s degree in education and state 
teaching certificate required. Send 
resume and cover letter to Amy 
Feighny at afeighny@ckschool.
com or Amy Feighny, Christ the 
King Catholic School, 1905 Elm-
hurst Ave., OKC 73120. Download 
teacher application packet at bit.
ly/archokcteacherapplication.

Catapult teachers needed
Provides contracted instruc-

tional services with educational 
expertise in reading, mathematics, 
writing and related areas; diag-
noses learning skill deficits and 
delivers prescribed instructional 
delivery methods as determined 
by the company; consults with 
school personnel to coordinate 
efforts in providing services to 
students; communicates with 
parents on student progress. 
Bachelor’s degree and Oklaho-
ma teaching certificate required. 
Teaching experience preferred. All 
classroom, instructional materials, 
prepared lessons and paid training 
provided. Apply online at https://
careers-catapult.icims.com/
jobs/5314/teacher/job.

Director of youth, young 
adult evangelization

St. Francis of Assisi is searching 
for a full-time director of youth 
and young adult evangelization, 
including direct leadership of all 

conversion and discipleship efforts 
for young people in the parish. 
Bachelor’s degree in theology or 
related field from a faithful college 
or university a must. Master’s 
degree preferred. Three to five 
years of parish-based ministry 
experience a plus. Submit resume 
and cover letter to Rev. William L. 
Novak, V.G., 1901 N.W. 18, OKC 
73106 or wnovak@archokc.org

Counseling center director
St. Joseph’s Counseling Center 

at Catholic Charities is seeking a 
director. The director is responsi-
ble for providing and overseeing 
counseling and psychotherapy to 
children, adults, couples and fam-
ilies in the context of Catholic tra-
dition and teachings. The director 
also will be responsible for aiding 
with adoptions. Candidate must be 
licensed as an LMFT, LPC, LCSW 
or similar in Oklahoma and have 
at least two years’ experience in 
providing therapy. English and 
Spanish preferred. Apply at www.
ccaokc.org/careers.

CMA or med tech aide 
St. Ann Retirement Center is 

seeking a CMA or medical tech 
aide for the night shift 10:30 p.m. 
– 7 a.m. Must pass background 
check/drug test. Full-time bene-
fits. A 403B available. Apply at St. 
Ann Retirement Center, 7501 W. 
Britton Rd., OKC. (405) 721-0747.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.soonercatholic.org.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

La Pregunta Estatal 788, 
¿Será una buena idea?

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

El 26 de junio, los ciudadanos de Oklahoma 
acudirán a las urnas para votar sobre los can-
didatos y los asuntos que afectarán la calidad 
de vida de todos nosotros aquí en el estado. 
Entre las medidas electorales que debemos 
abordar se encuentra la Pregunta Estatal 788 
(State Question 788 o SQ 788 en inglés). De 
aprobarse esta ley, se legalizaría la marihuana 
medicinal para personas mayores de 18 años. 
Es de sabios el estudiar esto con cuidado.

La Iglesia Católica tiene una rica historia de 
preocupación por el bienestar de toda la perso-
na y el fomento de una sociedad más justa. 

Las instituciones católicas históricamente 
han avanzado cosas 
como la educación, 
la atención médica y 
los servicios socia-
les que contribuyen 
al auténtico flore-
cimiento huma-
no, especialmente 
porque afectan a 
los pobres y los 
más vulnerables. 
Los obispos de los 
Estados Unidos han 
apoyado durante 
mucho tiempo la 
expansión de la co-
bertura de atención 
médica para garan-
tizar el acceso a la 
atención médica 
para todos.

A pesar de los 
asombrosos avanc-
es médicos y far-
macéuticos, mu-
chas personas viven 
con dolor crónico 
y afecciones médicas graves que no admiten 
curas aparentes ni tratamientos satisfactorios. 
Es en respuesta a estas situaciones reales que 
un número cada vez mayor de defensores han 
abogado por el uso ampliado de la marihuana 
medicinal.

Los defensores de SQ 788 argumentan que 
muchos de los que sufren de dolor crónico, 
o sufren de la adicción a los opiáceos u otros 
desafíos médicos, podrían beneficiarse en gran 

medida del acceso a la marihuana medicinal. 
Se necesitan estudios adicionales para determi-
nar sus beneficios reales. Pero hay problemas 
serios con la forma en que se escribe esta 
pregunta.

El problema no se limita a lo que está inclui-
do en la pregunta, sino también en todo lo que 
no está incluido. Treinta estados han aproba-
do la marihuana medicinal. Cada uno de ellos 
tienen una lista de dolencias que califican para 
una receta de marihuana medicinal. 

En la medida de Oklahoma no hay un listado 
de dolencias o enfermedades. En cambio, la 
medida en Oklahoma establece explícitamente 

que: “No existen condiciones que lo califiquen”. 
El listón está puesto irrazonablemente bajo en 
cuanto a qué condiciones médicas calificarían 
para una licencia de marihuana medicinal. ¡Es 
como si no hubiera listón! Todo lo que se requi-
ere es que un “Médico Certificado por el Con-
sejo de Oklahoma” escriba una recomendación 
que indique que una condición médica lo justi-
fica. Aunque puede que no sea la intención, el 
lenguaje en esta propuesta es tan amplio que 

incluso un veter-
inario podría es-
cribir la recomen-
dación para el 
uso medicinal de 
marihuana. 

Esta medi-
da plantea una 
gran cantidad de 
otras preguntas que deben abordarse seria y 
cuidadosamente. 

¿Qué pasa con los riesgos para la seguridad 
pública que representan los conductores afect-
ados por la marihuana en nuestras carreteras? 

¿Y el impacto de los usuarios 
de marihuana con licencia en 
el lugar de trabajo? ¿Qué hay 
de los usuarios de marihua-
na con licencia que fuman en 
lugares públicos? A pesar de 
que una persona debe tener 18 
años para obtener una licencia 
para marihuana medicinal, la 
cantidad que uno podría poseer 
legalmente podría desviarse 
fácilmente a consumidores más 
jóvenes. 

La cantidad de consecuen-
cias dañinas no deseadas para 
esta medida bien intencionada 
supera con creces los posibles 
beneficios.

Es necesario realizar más estu-
dios para determinar el beneficio 
real de la marihuana medicinal 
como medio para aliviar el dolor 
y mejorar ciertas condiciones 
médicas. SQ 788 no avanzará 
ese cuerpo de conocimiento. Es 
una propuesta de cebo y cam-

bio. Si bien se propuso como un voto sobre la 
marihuana medicinal, está escrito de manera 
tan amplia como para ser poco más que un 
referéndum apenas velado sobre la marihuana 
recreativa. 

Las consecuencias sociales, espirituales y 
humanas de tal paso serían devastadoras. No 
creo que Oklahoma esté listo para ir por ese 
camino. 

Por favor, consideren esta medida cuidadosa-
mente.

Obispo director de migración 
insta mantener familias 

juntas en frontera

WASHINGTON – El presidente 
del Comité sobre Migración de los 
obispos de Estados Unidos crit-
icó la administración Trump el 1 
de junio por separar a la fuerza a 
niños de sus padres en la frontera 
entre Estados Unidos y México.

Tal norma “es inefectiva para los 
objetivos de disuasión y seguri-
dad y contraria a nuestros valores 
católicos”, dijo el obispo Joe S. 
Vásquez de Austin, Texas. “La uni-
dad familiar es una piedra angular 
de nuestro sistema de inmigración 

estadounidense y un elemento 
fundamental de la enseñanza 
católica”.

El secretario de Justicia, Jeff 
Sessions, anunció el 7 de mayo 
una política de “cero tolerancia” 
para los inmigrantes que cruzan 
sin documentos hacia Estados 
Unidos, resultando que los niños 
sean separados de sus familias. El 
número de menores de edad que 
están bajo custodia de Estados 
Unidos ha aumentado por casi 
2,000. Para el 29 de mayo la cifra 

Por Catholic News Service 

continúa en la página 13
Foto CNS

Todos y cada uno de los seres humanos es 
una verdadera belleza desde el momento de la 
concepción. Somos bellos simplemente porque 
todos somos la imagen y semejanza de nuestro 
Dios amoroso y eterno, y Dios no es feo. ¡Dios 
es la mayor belleza!

Si bien nuestro ADN espiritual nos ha dejado 
algunas manchas y arrugas, el amor de Cris-
to nos ha regresado a un estado casi perfecto 
a través del bautismo. Efesios 5, 25-27, nos 
recuerda que,

“…Cristo amó a la Iglesia y se entregó a sí 
mismo por 
ella. Y después 
de bañarla en 
el agua y la 
Palabra para 
purificarla, 
la hizo santa, 
pues quería 
darse a sí mis-
mo una Iglesia 
radiante, sin 

mancha ni arruga ni nada parecido, sino santa 
e inmaculada.”

Después de nuestro Bautismo estamos casi 
totalmente de regreso a nuestra belleza original 
y más auténtica, como Dios quiso, con la nue-
va vida de Cristo, el Amor y la Belleza hecha 
carne. Todos somos la unión de un cuerpo 
y alma, esto es lo que somos ahora y lo que 
finalmente seremos en la eternidad. Pero, como 
todos sabemos, mientras estamos aquí en la 

tierra estamos sujetos al sufrimiento, la enfer-
medad y la muerte, tanto física como espiri-
tualmente. La vida de Cristo puede debilitarse 
e incluso perderse por nuestro rechazo del 
amor de Dios, también conocido como pecado.

Solo el pecado puede ensuciar o destru-
ir totalmente nuestra belleza original y más 
auténtica. Solo nuestra opción libre y con 
conocimiento de rechazar el amor de Dios y sus 
leyes, solo el pecado, puede transformarnos 
en imagen y semejanza del egoísmo, del odio y 
la indiferencia. Solo el pecado puede debilitar 
o destruir nuestra relación íntima y amorosa 
con Cristo y llevarnos por un camino de con-
vertirnos en peso muerto dentro del Cuerpo 
de Cristo, la Iglesia. El pecado no es sano y es 
feo, el pecado mortal es muerte. El pecado hace 
feo todo lo que toca. El pecado finalmente trae 
tristeza y rompe todas las relaciones. El pecado 
conduce a la soledad.

Pero no debemos perder la esperanza. Cristo 
nos ha dejado formas de sanar nuestra fealdad, 
tristeza y soledad. Jesús puede ayudarnos a re-
cuperar nuestra relación amorosa con él. Jesús 
puede devolvernos la vida y la alegría. Nuestro 
Cristo misericordioso y amoroso le ha regalado 
a su Iglesia los Sacramentos de Curación.

¡El Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica, pár-
rafo 1421, nos recuerda que Cristo es el Gran 
Cirujano que nos puede hacer hermosos otra 
vez! ¡Jesús puede curar nuestra fealdad! ¡Jesús 
puede recuperar nuestra belleza original y más 
auténtica!

“El 
Señor Je-
sucristo, 
médico de 
nuestras 
almas y 
de nues-
tros cuer-
pos, que 
perdonó 
los pecados al paralítico y le devolvió la salud 
del cuerpo, quiso que su Iglesia continuase, en 
la fuerza del Espíritu Santo, su obra de cu-
ración y de salvación, incluso en sus propios 
miembros. Este es finalidad de los dos sacra-
mentos de curación: del sacramento de la Peni-
tencia y de la Unción de los enfermos.”

En nuestro momento más débil o feo de 
nuestra existencia podemos acudir al Gran 
Sanador, el que nos cura de todos nuestros 
males. Nuestra mejor opción, independiente-
mente de nuestra salud física, siempre será 
proyectar al mundo nuestro mejor yo, nuestra 
mejor imagen, la de ser la imagen y la semejan-
za de un Dios hermoso y amoroso. Justo como 
lo hizo Jesús, incluso mientras agonizaba en la 
cruz.

Gracias, Jesús, por estos maravillosos Sacra-
mentos de Curación que nos ayudan a recu-
perar la vida y nos regresan a los caminos de 
la alegría y la comunidad. Gracias, Señor, por 
asegurarnos formas de recuperar tu amor y 
nuestra belleza original y más auténtica.
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Recuperando Nuestra Belleza Original 
y Más Auténtica

Cristo en los Sacramentos de la Curación

Ecos
de 

CristO

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariado de 
Evangelización y 

Catequesis

continuado de la página 12

del Departamento de Salud y Servicios Hu-
manos de niños separados era de 10,773.

“’Los niños son regalo del Señor, el fruto 
del vientre es una recompensa’”, dijo el 
obispo citando Salmos 127:3. “Los no 
niños son instrumentos de disuasión, sino 
una bendición de Dios”.

“Romper el vínculo entre padres e hijos 
provoca un trauma científicamente dem-
ostrado que a menudo conduce a cica-
trices emocionales irreparables”, añadió 
el obispo Vásquez. “En consecuencia, los 
niños siempre deben ubicarse en el entor-
no menos restrictivo: un entorno seguro 
y familiar, idealmente con sus propias 
familias”.

El obispo dijo que él y sus compañeros 
obispos “entendemos la necesidad la 
seguridad de asegurar nuestras fronteras 
y nuestro país, pero la separación de las 
familias que llegan a la frontera de Estados 
Unidos y México no alivia las preocupa-
ciones sobre seguridad”.

Él dijo que los niños y sus familias 
continuarán “continuarán asumiendo los 
enormes riesgos de la migración, incluida 
la separación familiar, porque las cau-
sas raíces de la migración en el Triángulo 
Norte siguen”, dijo en una referencia a la 
región compuesta por Guatemala, Hondu-
ras y El Salvador.

Esas causas radicales que el obispo 
Vásquez citó incluyen la “violencia comu-
nitaria o sancionada por el estado, reclu-
tamiento de pandillas, pobreza y falta de 
oportunidades educativas”.

“Cualquier política deben abordar estos 
factores primero a medida que tratamos 
de reparar nuestro roto sistema de inmi-
gración”, él dijo.

Un niño duerme 
en un refugio 
en Escuintla, 
Guatemala, el 
5 de junio. Una 
fuerte erupción 
del Volcán de 
Fuego el 3 de ju-
nio ha dejado al 
menos a 65 per-
sonas muertas y 
muchas desa-
parecidas. Foto 
CNS-Cortesía 
Luis Rolando 
Sanchez, CRS.
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Briefs

For more information, contact Fr. Boniface at 
Vocations@MonksOK.org

Come and See
June 15-17, 2018

Do you seek God?

The Benedictine Monks of St. Gregory’s 
Abbey in Shawnee, have been seeking God in 
prayer and work lived in a community which 

has been here in Oklahoma since 1876. 

Is this the life to which God is 
calling you to seek him? 

Suicide grief support group
A support group for those who 

have lost someone to suicide meets 
at St. Francis in Oklahoma City on 
the third Tuesday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Meerschaert 
House located just north of the 
church building. Call (405) 528-
0485.

Join 2018 prayer team!
Join the 2018 Prayer Team, 

text Prayer2018 to 84576 or go 
to https://app.flocknote.com/ar-
chokc/2018Intercessory.

Catholic summer camp
There are still spaces available 

for Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Youth Camp! We promote the 
personal and spiritual growth in 
each young person by developing 
their prayer life, social skills, inde-
pendence and respect for others. 
Sessions begin on Sunday with 
registration 5 p.m. - 6 p.m. and 
end Friday with pick-up 4 p.m. - 5 
p.m. www.archokc.org/camp.

Pool season 
The Santa Fe Family Life Cen-

ter’s pool season runs through La-
bor Day. The pool offers lap swim-
ming, swim lessons, flexible hours 
and great fellowship. A summer 
family membership is $300; indi-

vidual membership $200. Knights’ 
families enjoy the pool and fit-
ness club benefits for $29.95 per 
month. Call (405) 840-1817 or 
visit 6300 N. Santa Fe Ave. Visit 
www.sfflc.com.

Assisted living openings
Saint Ann Retirement Center has 

openings in their assisted living 
community. One bed apartments 
on the second floor. Cost includes 
all meals, daily Mass, transporta-
tion, medication administration, 
bathing and dressing assistance, 
reminders, escort to meals, ac-
tivities and much more. Contact 
Richard Amend at (405) 721-0747 
about a move-in special.

Rocket summer camps
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is offering summer camps 
for students entering first grade 
through eighth grade. Information 
and registration available at www.
mountstmary.org. Click on Athlet-
ics and then msmcamps.

Vacation Bible school 
Children discover how Mary 

brings people closer to Jesus 
through the Rosary, enjoy Bible 
stories, games, crafts, music and 
snacks. For children entering 
PreK and kindergarten for 2018-

2019 school year. June 11-15, 9 
a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Catholic School and St. 
John, Edmond. Contact Carolyn 
Cruzan at (405) 340-9281.

 
Totus Tuus, summer camp

Programs led by college stu-
dents. Day camp June 11-15, 9 
a.m. - 3 p.m., for youth entering 
first grade through fifth grade. 
Day program includes daily Mass, 
confession, games and activities. 
Cost $25 and includes a T-shirt, 
lunch and Friday water day. Eve-
ning program June 10-14, 7 p.m. - 
9:45 p.m., for youth entering sixth 
grade through 12th grade. Evening 
program is geared toward the 
sacraments and relationship with 
Christ. Cost is $25 and includes a 
T-shirt and a fun off-site activity 
on Thursday night. Both will be at 
St. John, Edmond. Contact Tim 
Fernandez, (405) 705-2181, Ext. 2. 
Space limited. Register at https://
stjohn-catholic2.weshareonline.
org/VBSTotusTuus2018.

The Gift of Love Gala
The Center of Family Love and 

Knights of Columbus to host The 
Gift of Love Gala at 6 p.m. June 
16 at the National Cowboy and 
Western Heritage Museum. Single 
ticket $175. Black tie optional. 
Visit centeroffamilylove.org.

Student life “sneak peek”
Preview a day in the life of a 

Cristo Rey student 5:30 p.m. – 7 
p.m. June 20 at Cristo Rey OKC 
Catholic High School, 900 N. Port-

land Ave. Learn about the curricu-
lum, faith formation and corporate 
work study program. RSVP to 
development@cristoreyokc.org.

St. Gregory’s Days of Reflection
Monthly “Days of Reflection” 

session “Serenity” by Fr. Boniface 
Copelin, O.S.B., on June 23. Cost 
$30, lunch included. Space lim-
ited to 40. Contact retreat office 
at (405) 878-5656 or retreats@
MonksOK.org.

Idea of a Village conference
The Idea of a Village conference 

will be 8 a.m. – 10 p.m. June 30 at 
Sycamore Springs Ranch, 12754 
S. 442 Rd., Locust Grove, near 
Clear Creek Abbey. The conference 
features speakers, live music, food, 
craft and food making demonstra-
tions, tours of Clear Creek Abbey, 
and more. The topic is, “The Joy 
of Pilgrimage.” This year’s speak-
ers are Sam Guzman, Fr. Dwight 
Longenecker, Sean Fitzpatrick 
and Mitchell Kalpakgian. Contact, 
info@theideaofavillage.com.

Retreat in Daily Life 
To learn how to pray in-the-

midst of daily life and to live more 
mindful of God’s love, care and 
guidance, consider the Retreat in 
Daily Life. Call with questions or to 
register July 1 – Aug. 31:  Nancy 
Vargas, (405) 760-4640 or Danna 
Schweitzer, (405) 263-4472. The 
Retreat in Daily Life is a minis-
try of the Office of Worship and 
Spiritual Life of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City.

Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Israel 

The Western (Wailing) Wall, Jerusalem, Israel Sea of Galilee, Israel 

THE HOLY LAND 
  GROUP L EADER:  B ILL S CHUTTE 

M ARCH 3-12 ,  2019  
$4 ,219  P ER P ERSON 

F ROM O KLAHOMA C ITY ( OKC)   
 

O PTIONAL POST T OUR TO ROME:  $1099   
M ARCH 12-15 ,  2019  

 
 

www.pi lg r images.com/ fr kr i t tenbr ink  

The Dead Sea, Israel 

JOIN FR.  KRITTENBRINK ON A PILGRIMAGE TO   

Rome, Italy 

Walk Where Jesus Walked 

Contact Bill Schutte, (580) 763-7665 or Schutte@cableone.net.
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June

Tenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time.

125th Anniversary Celebra-
tion, 8:30 a.m., Good Shep-
herd, Boise City. 

Charismatic Healing Mass, 
5:30 p.m., Immaculate Con-
ception, 3901 S.W. 29, OKC. 
Call (405) 685-4806.

Pray the Rosary for Life at 
6:30 p.m. the abortion cen-
ter, 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
man. Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com.

Feast of St. Barnabas, Apos-
tle.

Catholic War Veterans (of any 
war/conflict) meeting, 7 p.m., 
St. Ann Retirement Center 
community room. Contact Fr. 
M. Price Oswalt, (405) 567-
3404.

Feast of St. Anthony of Pad-
ua.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
No. 168 will meet at 7 p.m., 
Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
City. Contact (405) 739-0036, 
OklaPost168@cox.net.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

Unique Fraternal Benefits.
For Free.

Since the FREE fraternal benefits
program was launched in 1994,

the KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

has paid out more than
$14.9 MILLION in benefits

to families in need.

The Pierce Agency
Kevin Pierce

General Agent
(877) 707-0752

Kevin.Pierce@KofC.org

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E     D I S A B I L I T Y  I N S U R A N C E     L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

Ranked the #1 Agency in the order 
in 2015 and in the U.S. in 2016

ST. SEBASTIAN’S
SUMMER CAMP 

St. Sebastian’s Camp will be led by local Catholic school teachers, and will 
combine sport, virtue, teamwork, and spiritual growth.  Camp activities will include: 

sports-based games, swimming, prayer, and faith formation.

$115 
non-members

$85 
members

Camp location: Santa Fe Family Life Center
           6300 North Santa Fe Ave.
         Oklahoma City, OK 73118 

Camp Fees Due: Thursday, July 5  

Camp Registration: sfflc.com/st-sebastians  

Camp Contact: James: 405-840-1817  

July 16-18 8:30am - 3:30pm
MONDAY - WEDNESDAY

Flag Day.

St. Ann’s Ministry for preg-
nancy and infant loss, 6:30 
p.m. - 8 p.m., St. John 
Raphael House, Edmond. 
Contact (405) 340-0691, 
Ext. 197; parishnurse@st-
john-catholic.org.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact 
Elaine, (405) 358-3610, 
ccrprayers@gmail.com.

Come and See weekend, St 
Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
MacArthur St., Shawnee. 
Contact Fr. Boniface at Voca-
tions@MonksOK.org.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meet-
ing at St. Ann Nursing Home, 
OKC. Mass at 9:30 a.m.; 
meeting following. Contact 
Karen Banks, (405) 396-9086 
or Toni Harrelson, (405) 341-
2199.

The Oklahoma City Com-
munity of Secular Carmel-
ites meets monthly at Little 
Flower, OKC. Anyone inter-
ested in deepening prayer life 
with community support call 
Vicky Caudell, (405) 637-
4611, or William Ginn, (405) 
737-2024.

The Gift of Love Gala, 6 p.m. 
– 8 p.m. National Cowboy and 
Western Heritage Museum, 
1700 N.E. 63, OKC.

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary 
time.

Fathers’ Day.

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to the In-
fant Jesus of 
Prague. During 
the nine days, 
the novena 
prayers will be: 
Monday-Friday 
following Noon 
Mass, Saturday 
following 5 p.m. 
Mass, and Sun-
day following 
11 a.m. Mass.

Feast of St. 
Romuald.

Suicide grief 
support group, 
6:30 p.m. - 
7:30 p.m., St. 
Francis, 1901 
N.W. 18, OKC.

Feast of St. 
Aloysius Gon-
zaga.

Feast of Sts. 
John Fisher 

and Thomas Moore, Martyrs. 

Feast of St. Paulinus of Nola.

St. Gregory’s Days of Reflec-
tion session “Serenity” by 
Fr. Boniface Copelin, O.S.B., 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Contact 
(405) 878-5656 or retreats@
MonksOK.org.
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hearer of 
this Gospel, 
but also its 
minister and 
herald. Hold 
the mys-
tery of faith 
with a clear 
conscience. 
Express by 
your actions 
the Word of 
God, which 
your lips pro-
claim, so that 
the Chris-
tian people, 
brought to 
life by the 
Spirit, may 
be a pure offering accepted by God. 
Then, on the last day, when you go 
out to meet the Lord, you will be able 
to hear him say, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant, enter into the joy of 
your Lord.’”

Zachary Boazman, 26, from Saint 
Thomas More in Norman, attends 
Saint John Vianney Theological Sem-
inary in Denver; John Herrera, 27, 
from Saint Joseph in Norman, attends 
Saint Meinrad Seminary and School of 

Theology in Indiana; and 
Alexander Kroll, 26, from 
Saint Francis Xavier in 
Enid, attends Saint John 
Vianney Theological 
Seminary.

Diane Clay is editor of 
the Sooner Catholic.

On Pentecost Sunday, Holy Spirit Cath-
olic Church in Mustang celebrated the 
groundbreaking of their long-anticipat-

ed new church. Archbishop Coakley along with 
hundreds of parishioners, clergy and dignitar-
ies from the Mustang community packed the 
current sanctuary to witness the monumental 
event. 

“Today we give thanks to God for the progress 
of these past 35 or so years, since the founding 
of Holy Spirit parish, and we enter today a new 
chapter of that history as we bless the site and 
break the ground where a new house of God 
will rise, a place that will continue to nurture 
and form this community of faith,” Archbishop 
Coakley said. 

“Many parishioners wondered how long it 
would be for this day to arrive, that after all 
these years, after all these efforts and labor, 

and after all the gen-
erous participation of 
so many people over 
the years, this day has 
finally come,” he said.

Ray Rudnicki, a 
founding member of 
Holy Spirit, said he 
was excited to witness 
the groundbreaking.

“We have waited 35 
years for our church 
and it will be two 
more years before it is 
completed,” said Rud-
nicki, comparing the 
groundbreaking to the 
Jews following Moses 
around the desert looking for the promised 
land. “We shouldn’t complain,” he quipped, to 
which the audience laughed.

Father Joseph Jacobi, pastor of Holy Spirit, 
introduced honored 
guests, including 
Mayor Jess Sch-
weinberg and Bryan 
Timberlake, president 
and CEO of Timber-
lake Construction. 
Among the clergy 
present were Father 
Jim Greiner, former 
pastor of Holy Spirit 
for 17 years, Father 
Corey Stanley, who 
grew up in the Holy 
Spirit parish, and Fa-
ther John Paul Lewis, 
son of Deacon Paul 
Lewis. In addition to 
several other church 
and community 

dignitaries, members of the master planning, 
design, and groundbreaking committees, along 
with founding members and their families, were 
present.

After the prayer ceremony there was a pro-
cession to the site of the new church building. 

A teary-eyed Monica Dillard looked into the 
sea of people and said, “It’s like a dream come 
true.”  

Dillard’s daughter, Isabella, 12, and son, 
Matthew, 10, were asked to be altar servers 
during the prayer ceremony. They were also 
invited to be part of the groundbreaking cere-
mony, taking a shovel in line next to the arch-
bishop, Father Jacobi and other parish and 
community dignitaries. Her father, Richard 
Semtner, is a founding member of the parish 
and a member of the planning committee.

“I just remember as a little girl thinking, ‘It’s 
going to be so exciting to have a little church,’ 
but I never thought it would be my daughter 
thinking that, and then to watch her and my 
son be a part of that ceremony, it was surreal.”

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

Sooner Catholic20   June 10, 2018

St. Gregory’s Ab-
bey hosted the first 
Pentecost Picnic, 
inviting St. Grego-
ry’s alumni, former 
students, faculty 
and staff, Oblates 
and friends of the 
St. Gregory’s com-
munity. More than 
100 people attend-
ed Mass and the 
picnic on May 20. 
Left: Attendees en-
joy lunch. Bottom: 
Jesus Saavedra 
visits with Br. Peter 
Shults, O.S.B. after 
Mass. 

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

Holy Spirit in Mustang celebrates 
long-anticipated groundbreaking

Left: Archbishop Coakley helps break ground at Holy Spirit in Mustang. Right: 
Monica Dillard and her son Matthew. Photos Eliana Tedrow/Sooner Catholic and 
provided. 
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To learn more about 
vocations and discernment, 

go online to www.okcvocations.com 
or contact bbuettner@archokc.org, 

(405) 721-5651, Ext. 114.

Pentecost 
Picnic

Photos 
Theresa 
Bragg. 


