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Go Make Disciples

The Ascension of the Lord invites us to consider 
commission to “Go, therefore, and make disciples”
“The eleven disciples went to Gal-

ilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 
had ordered them.  When they saw 
him they worshiped, but they doubt-
ed …” Matthew 28:16-17.

Not unlike the Apostles, many 
Catholics today fi nd themselves 
doubting when it comes to the 
Feast of the Ascension of the Lord.  
To 21st-century Catholics, it all 
sounds so unscientifi c and mytho-
logical.  What exactly is the mean-
ing behind this solemnity and why 
do we celebrate it?

First and foremost, it must be 
said that the Ascension of the Lord 
is an Article of Faith, stated every 
Sunday in the Creed, which all 
Catholics must believe. And yet 
it is more than just words or rote 
memorization. As with all aspects 
of the Catholic faith, one must look 
beyond the surface and delve deep-
er in order to see, not only the rich-
ness and beauty of this teaching, 
but also its relevance for Catholics 
today. 

The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church states that “Christ’s ascen-
sion marks the defi nitive entrance 
of Jesus into God’s heavenly do-
main … Jesus Christ, the head of 
the Church, precedes us into the 
Father’s glorious kingdom so that 
we may live in hope of one day be-
ing with him forever.” 

But this hope is not idle.  Just 
prior to his ascension, Our Lord 
gave the Apostles the great man-
date: “Go, therefore, and make dis-
ciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, 
I am with you always, until the end 

of the age,” Matthew 28:19-20.
This same commission is given to 

Catholic Christians today.  
Carole Brown, Ph.D, archdioc-

esan director of the Offi ce of New 
Evangelization, stated in one of her 
recent columns that, even though 
the Apostles and disciples of Our 
Lord lived in a world different from 
ours, the circumstances are not so 
different.  

“Our world too, is a religiously 
pluralistic world … we face various 
kinds of opposition, resistance and 
persecution. But our mission is 
the same: Go Make Disciples,” she 
wrote. 

But in order to “make disciples,” 
one must fi rst be a disciple.  

In his recent pastoral letter, 
“Go Make Disciples,” Archbishop 
Coakley stated, “We cannot give 
what we do not have. To evangelize 
others is to invite them into friend-
ship and relationship with Jesus 
Christ.  Before we invite others, we 
the evangelizers must ourselves be 
truly evangelized. The evangelizers 
must fi rst become disciples.”  

 The Feast of the Ascension is an 
opportunity to be evangelized.  For 
it teaches us that this world is not 
our ultimate end.  The Christian’s 
destiny is to live with Christ forever 
in Heaven and life with Him begins 
now, as a foretaste of Heaven.

By His grace, mediated through 
the sacraments of the Church, He 
allows us to become “partakers of 
the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4). This 
extraordinary gift, participation in 
the very essence and being of God 
Himself, shows the gratuitousness 
of God’s love for every human be-
ing.  It is a gift too often overlooked 
or misunderstood by Catholics to-
day and yet this intimate friendship 
with Jesus is what discipleship is 
all about.  

The Ascension of the Lord, there-
fore, invites us to hope in Christ 
and dares us to love and be loved 
by Love itself.  

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, 

nor the heart of man conceived what 
God has prepared for those who love 
him,” 1 Cor 2:9.

Connie Summers is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

By Connie Summers
For the Sooner Catholic

Christ’s ascent to heaven is depicted in a stained-glass window at St. Therese of Lisieux Church 
in Montauk, N.Y. (CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz, Long Island Catholic) 

Catholic Charities unveils Crossbeams Capital Campaign
Throughout its history, Catholic 

Charities of the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City has been deeply rooted in 
Oklahoma communities, kindling hope 
and supporting Oklahomans in times 
of need. From the Great Depression to 
the devastating storms of 2013, Cath-
olic Charities has worked to ensure 
families from throughout Oklahoma 
receive essential assistance, as well as 
a foundation for building better lives.

Now, as Catholic Charities nears 
its 102nd year, the organization is laying the seeds for 
future service with its Crossbeams Capital Campaign, 
which will fund a new main services building in Oklaho-
ma City. The campaign, announced on May 29, is co-
chaired by community leaders Judy Love and Bob Ross, 
who have already helped raise 70 percent of the $9.5 
million needed to replace Catholic Charities’ outgrown 
structure. As of May 27, more than $6.4 million has 

been pledged from area businesses 
and community leaders.

“In recent years, the need for 
Catholic Charities’ services has 
continued to grow, while our op-
erations have become increasingly 
challenged because of space con-
straints and a building that doesn’t 
fi t current requirements for people 
with disabilities. As we looked at 
several solutions, it became clear 
the most cost-effective option for 

the future would be to create a space that will not only 
fi t our needs for today, but also permit future expansion 
for a growing community,” Catholic Charities executive 
director Patrick Raglow said. 

“With this in mind, we are proud to announce our 
Crossbeams Capital Campaign and are extremely grateful 
to Judy and Bob for their early support and incredi-   
                                 continued on page 8   

New structure to set foundation for Catholic Charities’ next century of service
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.com:

On Thursday, May 22, 
Archbishop Paul Coakley 
delivered the keynote 
address at the annual 
Archbishop’s Gospel of 
Life prayer breakfast in 
St. Louis, Mo., sponsored 
by the St. Louis chapter 
of Legatus. Read coverage 
of the event from the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch by 
visiting http://archokc.
org, clicking “media” and 
then “media roundup.”

Catechetical Sunday 
2014 is slated for Sept. 21 
and will focus on “God’s 
Gift of Forgiveness.” Full 
article at http://archokc.
org/news.

Space is still available 
for upcoming sessions of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Summer Camp. Learn 
more at http://archokc.
org.

Admissions

   In the caption of a photo 
on p. 5 of the May 18 is-
sue, we mistakenly iden-
tified Pope John Paul I as 
Pope Paul VI. We regret the 
error.

   In addition, in a photo on 
p. 9 of the same issue, we 
implied that all the priests 
in the photo were retired 
except for Archbishop 
Coakley. Also pictured in 
the photo was Father Scott 
Boeckman, who currently 
serves as vicar for priests 
and pastor of Saint Joseph 
Church in Norman.

Exclusively on 
the website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
June 1 – Confi rmation, 10 a.m., Saint Benedict Church, Shawnee, Okla.
June 1 – ADF Archbishop’s Circle Evening Prayer and Reception, 5 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help
June 3 – June 6 –Annual Convocation of Priests of the Archdiocese, Quartz Mountain Resort, Lone Wolf, Okla.
June 7 – Transitional Diaconate Ordination, 10 a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
June 7 – Notre Dame Club of OKC Annual Banquet, 6 p.m., Rapp Conference Center
June 8 – Confi rmation, 10 a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
June 8 – Mass and Celebration of 50th Jubilee of Sister Sylvia Negrete, CST, 4 p.m., Saint Joseph Old Cathe-
dral
June 9 – Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc. Golf Classic, Gaillardia Country Club
June 10 – June 13 – U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and Catholic Relief Services Board Meetings, New 
Orleans, La.
June 15 – Confi rmation, 1 p.m., Saint Peter Church, Woodward, Okla.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City has come a long way since fi rst opening 
its doors in 1912 operating a small orphanage in 
the northwest part of the city.  Now beginning our 
second century of service we can take pride in 
these modest beginnings and the manner in which 
Catholic Charities has continuously adapted its 
services in response to the changing needs of our 
fellow Oklahomans.

Whether caring for orphaned and abandoned 
children during the Great Depression, or resettling 
refugees from Southeast Asia in 
the 1970s, or providing coun-
seling and case management 
in the aftermath of the Mur-
rah Building bombing in 1995, 
Catholic Charities has been on 
the scene to provide hope and 
support to Oklahomans in time 
of need.  More recently Catholic 
Charities has been an integral 
part of the community’s di-
saster response and recovery 
efforts following last year’s dev-
astating tornadoes in central 
Oklahoma.  Our case management services with 
those families will continue as long as needed.

Today Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City provides 14 different types of pro-
grams and services to needy Oklahomans based 
on need, not creed.  In addition to the main service 
building in Oklahoma City, we currently have four 
regional offi ces across the Archdiocese.  Wheth-
er offering counseling, adoption services, support 
to homeless women and children, assisting with 
immigration legal services or any of our other pro-
grams, we serve not because our clients are Catho-
lic (they need not be), but because we are Catholic.  

Catholic Charities gives outward expression to 
the Church’s concern and commitment to serve 
those on the peripheries of society, the least of our 
brothers and sisters.  We do this in the name of 
Christ and motivated by faith.  We are not merely a 
social service agency because our manner of serv-
ing is also a way of witnessing to God’s merciful 
love revealed in Jesus Christ.  We strive to recog-

nize the face of Christ in 
every man, woman and 
child who come to us 
and we serve them as a 
way of serving Christ.

In this issue of the 
Sooner Catholic, you will 
read about plans to re-
place Catholic Charities’ 60-year-old main service 
building on Classen Boulevard in Oklahoma City.  
This building was repurposed when Catholic Char-

ities acquired it in 1994.  It 
has served well, but is simply 
no longer adequate to serve the 
mission effectively and effi -
ciently.  A silent capital cam-
paign has been underway for 
several months to raise funds 
to build a new building in the 
same neighborhood.  

I am very proud of the excel-
lent reputation that Catholic 
Charities enjoys within our 
community.  Because parishio-
ners across the Archdiocese al-

ready provide the majority of the annual operating 
budget through the Catholic Charities Appeal each 
year, we decided to go fi rst to other donors to seek 
support.  We have received a remarkably generous 
and enthusiastic response to our request for fi nan-
cial pledges to make this new building a reality.  

We are well on our way to our goal of $9.5 mil-
lion.  Our new building will be slightly larger than 
the current building but will be designed to meet 
the present and future needs of Catholic Chari-
ties.  In addition to effi cient and dignifi ed space for 
providing services to our clients, the building will 
have a beautiful chapel named in honor of Blessed 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta.  It will also have a small 
conference center for other community gatherings.  
This will be a building that our Catholic commu-
nity will be proud of, even as we are proud of the 
work that Catholic Charities does in our name.  I 
am happy to announce this new initiative and 
invite you to join me in prayer and support for its 
success.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Catholic Charities extends 
the mercy of Christ

Seminarian Burses
Two $100 donations were made to the 
Father Kirk Larkin Seminary Burse 

by an  anonymous donor.

A $300 donation was made to the 
Father Joseph Beltran Seminary 

Burse by St. Vincent de Paul Church, 
McLoud.

A $300 donation was made to the 
Father Joseph Beltran Seminary 

Burse by Holy Family Church, Lawton.

A $300 donation was made to the 
Father Joseph Beltran Seminary 
Burse by  St. Joesph Old Cathedral, 

Oklahoma City.
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Pope to meet with sex abuse victims, confi rms investigation of Bertone

ABOARD THE PAPAL FLIGHT 
FROM TEL AVIV —  Pope Fran-
cis will meet with a group of sex 
abuse victims for the fi rst time in 
June, he told reporters May 26.

 During a wide-ranging infl ight 
news conference on his return 
to Rome from the Holy Land, the 
pope also confi rmed reports the 
Vatican is investigating charges its 
former secretary of state misappro-
priated 15 million euro from the 
Vatican bank. And he announced 
he plans to visit the Philippines 
and Sri Lanka in January.

The pope described the abuse 
of children by priests as “such an 
ugly crime” and a “very grave prob-
lem,” the betrayal of a priest’s duty 
to lead young people to holiness, 
comparable to performance of a 
Black Mass.

 “We must move ahead, ahead, 
zero tolerance,” he said.

As an indication of how serious-
ly he takes the problem, the pope 
said he would meet soon with a 
group of six to eight sex abuse 
victims from various countries, 
including Germany, the U.K. and 
Ireland. He also will celebrate a 
private Mass with the group in 
the Vatican guesthouse, where he 
lives. Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley of 
Boston, a member of the recently 
established Vatican commission 
on child protection, will be present 
at the gathering, the pope said.

The Vatican spokesman, Jesuit 
Father Federico Lombardi, told re-
porters the next day that the exact 
date for the meeting had not been 
set but that it would be soon.

Pope Francis is not known ever 
to have met with a group of sex 
abuse victims, something Pope 
Benedict did several times in 
various countries. Marie Collins, 

a sex abuse survivor from Ireland 
whom the pope named to the child 
protection commission, met him at 
the Vatican in May.

Pope Francis said the church 
cannot have privileged “daddy’s 
boys,” exempt from punishment 
when it comes to sex abuse of 
minors. He revealed that three un-
named bishops are currently un-
der investigation by the Vatican for 
misdeeds related to sex abuse, and 
another has been found guilty and 
is awaiting punishment. It was not 
clear if the bishops in question 
had been accused of personally 
abusing children or of mishandling 
accusations of abuse by priests.

The pope also was asked about 
reports that Cardinal Tarcisio 
Bertone, who as Vatican secretary 
of state was considered the high-
est Vatican offi cial, mishandled 15 
million euro in funds held by the 
Institute for the Works of Religion, 
commonly known as the Vatican 
bank.

“It’s something being studied, it’s 
not clear,” the pope said. “Maybe 
it’s the truth, but at this moment 

it’s not defi nitive.”
Pope Francis said the Vatican 

bank was a case study of fi nan-
cial reforms now underway in the 
Vatican under the new Secretariat 
for the Economy led by Cardinal 
George Pell. The bank has closed 
some 1,600 accounts held by “per-
sons who didn’t have the right,” 
because they were not church offi -
cials or institutions, the pope said.

“But there will still be incongru-
ities, there always will be, because 
we’re human,” he said. “The re-
form must be continual.” 

The pope answered several ques-
tions about his just-ended three-
day visit to the Holy Land.

Looking ahead to other travels, 
Pope Francis said his second trip 
to Asia, after a visit to Korea in 
August, will take him to Sri Lanka 
for two days in January and then 
to the Philippines, where he will 
visit areas struck by Typhoon Hai-
yan last November.

Asked if he might follow his 
predecessor’s lead and ever resign, 
Pope Francis said he would pray 
for the wisdom to obey God’s will, 

but added that Pope Benedict had 
“opened a door” to the possibility 
of other retired popes and would 
not remain a “unique case.”

Pope Francis said the door is 
also open to allowing more married 
priests in the Catholic Church, in 
the Latin rite as well as the East-
ern Catholic churches where the 
practice is already established.

“Celibacy is not a dogma of faith, 
it is a rule of life that I appreciate 
very much and believe to be a gift 
for the church,” the pope said. 
“Not being a dogma of faith, the 
door is always open.” 

Discussing what he has fre-
quently called a “throwaway 
culture,” the product of a “world-
wide economic system centered 
on money, not the human per-
son,” the pope said that culture 
is exemplifi ed not only by youth 
unemployment and neglect of the 
elderly, problems he has cited be-
fore, but also by low fertility rates 
in Europe, particularly in Italy and 
Spain.

Regarding the two Synods of 
Bishops on the family he has 
called for this October and October 
2015, the pope lamented what he 
characterized as an overemphasis, 
by members of the clergy among 
others, on the question of when di-
vorced and civilly remarried Cath-
olics may receive Communion.

The pope said focusing on that 
question posed the risk of “casu-
istry,” which he has defi ned in 
the past as the practice of setting 
general laws on the basis of excep-
tional cases. He emphasized the 
synods would consider the pasto-
ral care of the family in its totality.

“Today, we know, the family is in 
crisis, it’s a worldwide crisis, the 
young don’t want to marry or they 
live together,” Pope Francis said. 
“The pastoral problem of the family 
is very large, very large.”

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service 

Pope Francis greets journalists aboard the fl ight from Tel Aviv to Rome May 26. At 
right is Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, Vatican press spokesman. (CNS photo/Paul 
Haring)

Rulings on same-sex marriage called ‘mistake,’ ‘travesty of justice’ 

PHILADELPHIA — The 1996 Pennsylvania law 
that recognizes marriage between one man and 
one woman is unconstitutional, a federal judge 
ruled May 20, clearing the way for same-sex 
marriage in the state. 

Reaction to the ruling in the Catholic commu-
nity was swift and strong. 

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput of Philadel-
phia in a statement called the decision by U.S. 
District Court Judge John E. Jones III to strike 
down Pennsylvania’s Defense of Marriage Act “a 
mistake with long-term, negative consequences.” 

Gov. Tom Corbett said May 21 he would not 
appeal Jones’ ruling, saying a different outcome 
from a higher court was “extremely unlikely.” As 
a Catholic, he said in a statement, “the tradi-
tional teaching of my faith has not wavered. I 
continue to maintain the belief that marriage is 
between one man and one woman.” 

Almost as soon as Jones’ ruling was handed 
down, Pennsylvania offi cials began issuing mar-
riage licenses to same-sex couples. 

On May 19, a federal judge in Oregon repealed 
that state’s constitutional marriage amendment 
defi ning marriage as between a man and a wom-
an. The Oregon Catholic Conference called it “a 
travesty of justice that marriage, as the founda-
tion of society, received no defense in the U.S. 
District Court.” 

Oregon offi cials prepared to issue marriage 
licenses to same-sex couples, after the U.S. 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals rejected a bid by the 
National Organization for Marriage to stay the 
ruling. 

With Oregon, 18 states have legalized same-
sex marriage. It also is legal in the District of 
Columbia. Other courts’ decisions have been 
stayed, pending appeals. That includes Idaho, 
Utah, Oklahoma, Virginia, Texas and Michigan. 

In Arkansas, the state Supreme Court May 16 
stayed a May 9 state court judge’s ruling that 
struck down a ban on same-sex marriage. Sever-
al marriage licenses were issued in the interven-
ing days. 

In Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee, 
federal judges have ruled that out-of-state mar-
riages must be recognized in those states. 

The chairman of the U.S. Catholic bishops’ 
Subcommittee for the Promotion and Defense 
of Marriage said “marriage deserves better, our 
democracy deserves better, and our children 
deserve better” than what the federal judges in 
Oregon and Pennsylvania handed them in their 
rulings. 

“We stand in solidarity with the Oregon and 
Pennsylvania Catholic conferences and all the 
people of both states. These court decisions are 
travesties of justice,” San Francisco Archbishop 
Salvatore J. Cordileone said in a May 21 state-
ment. 

In Pennsylvania, Archbishop Chaput said 
state laws that defend traditional marriage 
“were enacted for sound reasons — namely to 
defend the rights of children and contribute to 
the well-being of the larger community.” 

“Marriage is more than a private arrange-
ment between two people,” he said. “It’s a 
public commitment of love and fi delity, and 
it’s ordered not just to companionship but to 
creating and rearing new life. This is why every 
child deserves a mother and a father in a loving 
marriage, and the child is the fruit of that love. 

“All men and women are formed in the image 
of God and deserve our respect. But attempts 
to redefi ne the nature of marriage, no matter 
how well-intentioned,” he said, “damage a cor-
nerstone of our human interaction and ulti-
mately work against human dignity itself.” 

The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference, the 
public policy arm of the state’s Catholic bish-
ops, said the judge’s ruling “speaks to the 
confusion and misunderstanding among many 
today about the fundamental building block 
of society: the family. Every child has a basic 
right to a mother and a father united in mar-
riage as a family. Today’s decision does not 
change that.” 

In its statement, the Catholic conference 
reiterated consistent Catholic teaching that all 
people are made in the image of God and that                                 
                 continued on page 7 

By Matthew Gambino
Catholic News Service 
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Fitting the parish to make disciples
On the prairie in South Dakota where I grew up, 

our family ranch had a creek running through it.  
Along the creek grew a variety of wild fruits—choke-
cherries, wild grapes, plums and buffalo berries.    
Every year, we battled poison ivy, mosquito bites and 
chiggers to get to the tiny fruits, most of which were 
quite sour, to make jelly and preserves to carry us 
through the winter.  One year, my father attempted 
to make a few bottles of wine from the juice of the 
grapes.  Nasty stuff.

On my fi rst trip to Europe, I was struck by the 
Italian vineyards.  Unlike the grapevines along our 
creek, whose tendrils went everywhere, Italian vines 
are carefully cultivated—“disciplined”—so that all the 
energy of the vine goes into about four branches.  Un-
like the tiny sour grapes that grew wild at our place, 
these vines produced huge clusters of juicy grapes of 
every variety.  If you enjoy a nice glass of Italian wine 
as much as I do, you appreciate the work that goes 
into the cultivation process.

Jesus once described our Christian life in terms of 
vine and branches.  In John 15, we read:

I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides 
in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from 
Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in 
Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and 
they gather them, and cast them into the fi re and they 
are burned. … My Father is glorifi ed by this, that you 
bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. Just 
as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; 
abide in My love. If you keep My commandments, you 
will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s 
commandments and abide in His love. These things I 
have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be made full.

Perhaps there is something to be learned here, in 
terms of the cultivation of intentional discipleship in 
our parishes. There is no doubt that most parishes 
are very busy places, as are those who lead them.  
But what fruit is being produced?  Do we see most 
people experiencing the fruit of the spirit? Or sour 
grapes?  In spite of the tendency to burn the candle 
at both ends in parishes, recent studies have shown 
that, in our current culture, up to 70 percent of 

young Catholics are no longer practic-
ing by the time they are adults.  With 
so many of our younger generation at 
risk, how can we make appropriate ad-
justments at the parish level to make 
sure that our parishes and people are 
successful in making disciples “fi t for 
mission”?  Just as importantly, how 
can we save ourselves from burnout?  

Peter Andrastek has found a way 
forward.  As a college student, he was 
evangelized and discipled by a campus outreach 
called “Evangelical Catholic.”  Subsequently, he 
served as a DRE at the parish level for a number of 
years, and found that the modus operandi of the typi-
cal parish doesn’t always lend itself very well to inten-
tional discipleship and personal conversion to Jesus 
Christ, nourished by the sacraments.  He began to 
experiment with how to help parishes and leaders to 
direct their energy more effectively, and has come up 
with a method that has engendered signifi cant re-
newal in the parishes he has mentored.  Now working 
fulltime as parish liaison for Evangelical Catholic, Pe-
ter’s overall vision is to help parishes to become cen-
ters of apostolic formation for the laity.  Such a vision 
does not defi ne the success of the parish in terms of 
“involvement”; rather, success is defi ned in terms of 
equipping Catholic laity to be effective “missionary 
disciples,” bringing the message and values of the 
Gospel to bear on the secular context, so that both 
the parish and the world become a more fi t place for 
the human person to fl ourish.

These are key considerations for the Summer 
Parish Leadership Summit, which will be held June 
25 (evening) and June 26 (daytime) at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center in Oklahoma City.  This summit is for 
parish priests and their key parish leaders (staff, faith 
formation, and parish council leaders).  Early bird 
registration is $25 per person by June 2, and $35 per 
person after. (Deadline to register is June 12).  For 
more information, and registration, please visit our 
webpage: http://archokc.org/new-evangelization/up-
coming-events.

By Carole 
Brown, Ph.D.

Sister Marcellina Wappelhorst, nurse, passes away at 98 years old
Sister Marcellina Wappelhorst, ASC, died Sunday, 

May 4, 2014 in Wichita, Kan. She was 98 years old; 
80 of her years were lived as a professed Adorer of the 
Blood of Christ.

She was born Florence Frances on Dec. 11, 1915, 
in St. Charles, Mo., one of eight children, to John and 
Anna (Knobbe) Wappelhorst.

When she was four years old, the family moved to 
Colwich, Kan., so that her father, a carpenter, could 
take a job with a Kansas contractor. She entered 
religious life as an Adorer in August 1932, completed 
formation and high school, then studied nursing at 
Saint Mary’s Hospital in Enid, Okla. 

She graduated in 1940, became a registered nurse 
in the state of Oklahoma and later was certifi ed as a 
nurse anesthetist. She worked as a nurse, and later 
as a nurse supervisor, in the surgery and anesthesia 
departments in hospitals in Oklahoma, New Mexico 
and Kansas. 

From 1968 to 1974, she worked as a nurse in a 
clinic in Santiago Atitlan, Guatemala, and said she 
found the experience both challenging and rich with 
opportunities for personal and spiritual growth. The 
indigenous people’s faith, trust and love of God were 

a constant inspiration to her. Health 
issues caused her to return to Wichita 
in 1974.

For the next 17 years, Sister Marcel-
lina served as administrator of retire-
ment homes in Oklahoma City and 
Mulvane, Kan. She returned to the 
Adorers’ Wichita Center in 1992, and 
served in various ways. She retired 
there in 1995, then moved to its Cari-
tas Center in 2011.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, her sisters Sister Beatrice SSpS and Sis-
ter Joachim, CSJ; her brothers Marcus, Arthur and 
Ralph, and two younger brothers, Clarence and 
Alphons, who died at a young age. She is survived by 
her nieces, a nephew, and ASC community members.

A wake service was held at 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 
7, at the Wichita Center.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at 10:30 
a.m. Thursday, May 8, in the Chapel of Our Lady of 
the New Covenant. Father Tom Welk CPPS presided 
and gave the homily. Burial in the community ceme-
tery followed.

Sr. Marcellina 
Wappelhorst, 
ASC

Obituaries

Priest and former editor of Oklahoma Courier dies at 85
Father John M. Joyce died at 85 years old at home on 

Thursday, April 17, 2014. 
Born on July 16, 1928, in Chicago, Ill., Father Joyce 

was ordained a priest on May 1, 1954, for the Diocese of 
Oklahoma City and Tulsa, where he served from 1954 to 
1973. In 1984, he was incardinated into the Diocese of 
Orange in California.

He served as an associate pastor at Christ the King in 
Tulsa from 1954 to 1957, as pastor at Saint Andrew in 
Moore, Okla., from 1964 to 1969, and as pastor of Saint 

Charles Borromeo in Oklahoma City from 1969 to 1973. 
He completed graduate studies at Catholic University 

from 1957 to 1958 and was the editor of the Oklahoma 
Courier from 1960 to 1969.

Father Joyce is the son of the late John and late Dor-
othy Joyce. He is survived by his sister, Dorothy Elsen, 
and a niece and three nephews.

 A memorial Mass was held at 11 a.m. Friday, May 16, 
2014, at Saint Norbert Church in Orange, Calif. Bishop 
Kevin Vann presided.
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Workshop to demonstrate ways to 
engage new parish leaders, volunteers

On Saturday, June 14, Cath-
olic Charities’ Parish Outreach 
program will host a workshop to 
help people grow in their faith and 
become more involved in parish 
life. The workshop, titled “Spirit of 
Faith and Service Workshop – En-
gaging New Leaders in Parish Min-
istry,” will assist priests, deacons 
and ministry leaders in getting 
parishioners interested in the faith 
and in the different ministries that 
are a part of parish life. The work-
shop will take place from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at Saint Charles Borromeo 
Church in Oklahoma City.

Becky VanPool, the director of 
Parish Outreach for Catholic Char-
ities, said that “ministry leaders” 
include those involved in service 
organizations, such as the Saint 
Vincent de Paul Society, and in 
parish social activities, such as 
men’s and women’s ministries.

“Our goal is to give our parish-
es the best examples to engage 
people in their faith and to serve 
people in their communities,” said 
VanPool.

The main speaker for the event 
is Jeffry Odell Korgen, who works 

as executive director for the De-
partment of Diocesan Planning 
and Communications for the Dio-
cese of Metuchen, N.J. Korgen has 
a background in social work and 
has experience working in youth 
ministry and social ministry. The 
fl ier for the event indicates that 
Korgen will present a “model based 
on the organizing methods of Je-
sus Christ.”

His presentation will highlight 
“supporting people in volunteering, 
and supporting people in growing 
in their faith through the minis-
try,” said VanPool.

The event will begin with an 
opening refl ection led by Father 
Joseph Jacobi, pastor of Holy Spir-
it Church in Mustang, Okla.

The day includes a panel presen-
tation on “Ideas on Working with 
Volunteers” from Society of Saint 
Vincent de Paul president Bill 
Seck, Sister Barbara Joseph Foley 
of Sr. BJ’s Pantry, Marcus Evans 
of the Dorothy Day Center and 
Deacon Paul Lewis, representing 
ministry to the ill and bereaved.

The registration fee is $10, due 
June 6. Contact Becky at bvan-
pool@catholiccharitiesok.org or 
(405) 523-3003.

By The Sooner Catholic Staff

Elk City parishioner teams with Oklahoma 
Catholic Broadcasting to open new radio station

While listening to EWTN satellite 
radio, Carla Damron was intrigued 
when she heard an advertisement 
about creating low-power FM 
Catholic radio stations in small 
towns across the country. Dam-
ron, a parishioner at Saint Mat-
thew’s parish in Elk City, Okla., 
was always hoping a Catholic ra-
dio station would come to western 
Oklahoma to reach more individ-
uals that did 
not subscribe 
to satellite 
radio. After 
contacting Jeff 
Finnell, found-
er of Oklaho-
ma Catholic 
Broadcasting, for guidance on how 
to start the station, she was able 
to make Catholic radio in Elk City 
a reality.

After many prayers and gener-
ous contributions, KPFS 100.7 
FM went on the air Monday, May 
5. Owned by the Western Okla-
homa Catholic Faith Foundation, 
the station currently only has the 
capabilities to rebroadcast EWTN 
radio programming but they are in 
the process of procuring the equip-
ment to have local announcements 
and original programming.  The 
call letters, KPFS, stand for Pater, 
Filius and Spiritus Sanctus, or Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Spirit in Latin.

“The radio station has just been 
a work of God,” said Damron. “I 
am amazed at how everything 
has fallen into place. I know this 
station is powerful and is going 
to bring many people back to the 
Catholic Church.”

Damron has already heard 
many of her fellow Saint Mat-
thew’s parishioners express ex-
citement about the new station.  
Understanding that advertising 
is a crucial component in getting 
more listeners, she is still work-
ing on getting the word out about 
the station to both Catholics and 
non-Catholics. Her hard work 
has already enabled her to secure 
a large billboard in the center of 
Elk City.  The billboard urges the 

small town to tune in and hear a 
message of truth.

“The radio station is a great 
evangelization tool,” said Dennis 
McRee, a member of the Western 
Oklahoma Catholic Faith Founda-
tion. “It allows people to learn new 
things about the Catholic Church 
and is an excellent way for people 
to get closer to the sacraments.” 

Last year, the Federal Commu-
nications Commission opened up 
a window for nonprofi t organiza-
tions to apply for low-power FM 

radio sta-
tions.  Okla-
homa Catholic 
Broadcasting 
saw it as an 
opportunity 
for different 

organizations to build small Cath-
olic radio stations across the state. 
These stations in Oklahoma have 
been wildly successful and have 
triggered a number of conversions 
back to the faith.

“These low-power Catholic radio 
stations are going to fan the fl ames 
of Catholicism,” said Finnell. “Peo-
ple who are Catholic are going to 
be more excited about their faith 
and those who are not Catholic 
are going to become more curious 
about it.  We even had one family 
of listeners call into the station 
and mention that they converted 
to Catholicism because of what 
they heard on Catholic radio.”

In the metro area, listeners 
can tune into KKNG 97.3 FM for 
Catholic radio in English 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. Local 
programming includes Living 
Catholic with Father Don Wolf 
and Make Straight the Way with 
Deacon Larry Sousa. For Spanish 
speakers, Catholic radio can be 
heard on KTLR AM 890 Monday 
to Friday 1 p.m. until dusk. In ad-
dition, Spanish Mass from Sacred 
Heart parish in Oklahoma City is 
broadcast every Sunday at noon 
on 890 AM. In the future, they are 
also hoping to expand their opera-
tion into Clinton, Woodward, Enid, 
Ponca City and Edmond.

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

Region 10 Catholic Youth Conference 
offers opportunities to volunteer, grow

The staff of the archdiocesan Offi ce 
of Youth and Young Adults is already 
busy preparing for this year’s Re-
gion 10 Catholic Youth Conference, 
scheduled for Nov. 21 to Nov. 23, 
2014. Teens from Arkansas, Texas 
and Oklahoma in grades 9 to 12 will 
converge upon Oklahoma City to 
listen to dynamic speakers deliver a 
message specifi cally geared toward 
them and to experience God’s un-
wavering love through prayer, music 
and fellowship.

Returning to Oklahoma City for 
the fi rst time since 2004, the confer-
ence, emceed by Ben Walther, will be 
conducted at the Renaissance Hotel 
and Cox Convention Center in down-
town Oklahoma City.

“The Region 10 Catholic Youth 
Conference is a great opportunity to 
worship with other teenage Catholics 
and know you aren’t alone in your 
faith,” said Joanna Bannister, youth 
minister at Saint John Nepomuk in 
Yukon, Okla. “The dynamic speakers 
really get the teens fi red up about 
their faith in a way that people in 
their everyday life cannot.”

Unique to this year’s conference 
is a focus on surviving and thriving. 
Conference organizers were granted 
permission to use the Oklahoma 
City National Memorial’s Survivor 
Tree as part of their logo. In addition, 
attendees will be participating in a 
Eucharistic procession to the memo-
rial concluding in a prayer service.

“Our theme ‘Surviving and Thriv-
ing’ was chosen by our young people 
because of the diffi cult times they 
are facing in the world and in being 
challenged as Catholics in their com-

munities. They realize that through 
God there is hope not only for surviv-
al but to thrive,” said Nancy Housh, 
director of the youth and young 
adult ministry offi ce for the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City.  “The speak-
ers’ stories will be their own story of 
survival through diffi cult times.” 

Speaking on surviving and thriv-
ing, this year’s speakers will include 
Leah Darrow, Jackie Francois and 
Ben Barresi.  Darrow, a popular 
Catholic speaker, was a model in 
New York City before deciding to 
commit her life to proclaiming the 
church’s teaching on modesty and 
the dignity of human life.

“There is always a large variety of 
speakers at the conference so there 
is always someone who has a mes-
sage that specifi cally speaks to you,” 
said Kaylee Cook, a past participant 
in Region 10 Catholic Youth Con-
ference from Saint John Nepomuk 
parish. 

To host a conference of this size, 
the Offi ce of Youth and Young Adults 
is actively seeking volunteers to 
work in the various areas of interest 
both prior to and during the event. 
All volunteers must be 18 years or 
older and have completed the arch-
diocesan Safe Environment train-
ing. The volunteers have a direct 
role in making sure the conference 
runs smoothly so the teens can be 
impacted by the incredible talks, 
moving prayer experiences and faith-
fi lled fellowship. To learn more about 
volunteer opportunities, please con-
tact Becky Jaime in the Youth and 
Young adult offi ce at 405-721-9220 
or bjaime@archokc.org

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

Christ the King principal Karen Carter (left) accepts the National Catholic Educa-
tors Association Distinguished Principal award at a recent Mass in her honor.

Local principal accepts NCEA award
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Three to be ordained to the transitional diaconate
Pope Francis recently described a 

vocation as a fruit being cultivated 
in a fi eld of mutual love and ser-
vice. “No vocation is born of itself 
or lives for itself,” he proclaimed. 
“A vocation fl ows from the heart of 
God and blossoms in the good soil 
of faithful people, in the experience 
of fraternal love.”

The vocations of three seminar-
ians of the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City continue to blossom as 
they prepare to be ordained to the 
Order of Deacon.  At 10 a.m. Satur-
day, June 7, Aaron Foshee, Daniel 
Grover and Lance Warren will be 
ordained to the transitional diacon-
ate for the Archdiocese. 

Lance Warren from Immacu-
late Conception in Marlow, Okla., 
started this journey as an active 
member in the United Methodist 
church. While dating a Catholic 
woman in college at Texas A&M, 
Warren started attending Mass at 
Saint Mary’s Catholic Student Cen-
ter where he felt the tug to enter 
the Church. 

“I was asked once in those early 
days if I would like to be a thurifer 
for Mass.  I always loved the smell 
of incense so I jumped at the op-
portunity,” he recalled. “Wearing 
an alb and taking the incense and 
thurible to the deacon I tripped and 
nearly fell right next to the altar in 
front of hundreds of students at 
Mass.  I was convinced that was a 
sign that I should probably never 
serve by the altar again.”

God, however, had other plans. 
Warren continues to marvel at the 
string of events that could have 
led him toward a life as a Catholic 

father and a profession in the oil 
industry, but instead led him to 
service in the Catholic Church. 

“I am both humbled and excit-
ed as I approach my ordination,” 
Warren said.  “I have loved my fi ve 
years at Saint Meinrad, but I am 
anxious to complete my seminary 
education and begin work with and 
for the people of God in the State of 
Oklahoma.”

Aaron Foshee from Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Cathedral in Okla-
homa City also began his vocations 
story with a conversion to the 
Catholic Church.  Upon entering 
the Church, he felt immediate-
ly drawn to the service of others 
but wasn’t sure in which way God 
would call him to live this.  In his 
junior year of college, he started to 
hear God’s soft whisper to discern 
a vocation to the priesthood. 

“I’d like to say that I had a ‘Road 
to Emmaus’ moment, or even a 
sticky note on my forehead telling 
me to ‘be a priest,’” Foshee noted. 

“But like most of us, God told me to 
discern through a soft whisper and 
a gentle nudge. Most importantly, 
God gave me the love and support 
I needed to be able to trust myself 
when I said ‘yes’ to discernment.”

God’s timing played a central role 
in Daniel Grover’s journey. Grover, 
from Saint Andrew in Moore, grew 
up Catholic but lost sight of his 
faith, and himself, while in col-
lege. In hindsight, as he stopped 
going to Mass, he noticed that he 
had become depressed and lazier 
than ever, so much that it affected 
his schoolwork. He dropped out of 
school and moved back in with his 
parents, where he “had” to go to 
church. But this time he found a 
new appreciation for the Mass and 
for the faith. As he began to read 
the Bible daily, he felt a tug to do 
something more with his faith. 

Grover met with then-Archbishop 
Eusebius Beltran about the possi-
bility of seminary. 

“He wisely told me to think it over 

and pray it over for a while,” Grover 
said. “He knew that I wasn’t quite 
ready emotionally to enter into 
such a long process of discernment 
and seminary at that time.”

Re-enrolling in classes, Grover of-
ten found himself the only Catholic 
in religion and philosophy cours-
es, encouraging him to step up 
and share what Catholics believe. 
Driving home from school one day, 
God placed a clear decision in his 
mind to apply for seminary. Grover 
placed it in God’s hands, allowing 
Him to be in control of his accep-
tance. 

As he approaches ordination to 
the transitional diaconate, he is 
fi lled with deep “appreciation for 
God catching me at the perfect time 
in the perfect way, and for His help 
in getting out of my own way to 
hear His call.” 

“I am extremely honored and ex-
cited to be serving this archdiocese 
in the future through ordination 
and look forward to all of the ups 
and downs of ministry,” Grover 
said.

Although these three journeys 
of discernment all vary, these men 
now walk together to continue 
God’s call for them. The Catholics 
of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City offer support and prayers as 
they take this next step toward the 
priesthood.

Rebekah Scaperlanda is a free-
lance writer with a background in 
development, sales, fashion and 
new media. She holds a degree in 
journalism from the University of 
Kansas.

Aaron Foshee Daniel Grover Lance Warren

Catholic Foundation names Caryl Prati as Catholic Nurse of the Year 
The Catholic Foundation presented 

the 2014 Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City Catholic Nurse of the Year 
Award to Caryl Prati, parish nurse 
at Saint Andrew Catholic Church in 
Moore, Okla., at the National Nurs-
es’ Week Mass and Dinner May 15, 
2014, at Our Lady’s Cathedral. 

Last year, the Foundation expand-
ed its awards program to include the 
Catholic Nurse of the Year Award.  

“The nursing vocation has pro-
duced many wonderful individuals 
and recognition for a nurse who has 
served his or her parish because of 
that training not only honors that 
special person’s efforts but also 
inspires other to consider giving their 
time and talents to the health and 
wellness of their parish,” said Cath-
olic Foundation executive director 
Barney Semtner. 

This annual award is given to a 
Catholic Registered Nurse who has 
made a signifi cant nursing contribu-
tion to a parish in the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City.  The award is not 
limited to a Catholic nurse who has 
attended the Parish Nurse Foun-
dations Course but is open to any 
nurse who has demonstrated a ded-
icated spirit in improving the health 
and wellness of his or her parish 
community.

This year’s winner, Caryl Prati, 
came to Oklahoma with her hus-
band in the late winter of 1999. She 
had only been here a short time 
when her new hometown of Moore 

experienced the killer tornado of May 
3, 1999. Catholic Charities was look-
ing for someone to serve as a liaison 
between them and Saint Andrew’s 
Parish. Prati stepped forward to be 
that person. She contacted parish-
ioners by phone to learn how the 
storm had impacted them and set 
up a needs list to pass on to Catholic 
Charities. She identifi ed hundreds 
of individuals and spearheaded the 
parish’s efforts to see to it that each 
was pointed in the direction of re-
ceiving the help they needed.

Not long afterwards, Prati took on 
the responsibilities of parish nurse 
at Saint Andrew’s. Father Jack 
Feehily, in nominating Prati, said, 
“As our parish nurse, she has been 
an advocate for the health needs of 
our parishioners, spiritually, bodi-
ly and emotionally. She networked 
with other health providers in the 
parish and the greater community to 
provide programs of information on a 
variety of topics.”

As the parish nurse, Prati began 
a cancer support group, which has 
met monthly for the past 10 years 
or more. She also set up grief work-
shops to assist those dealing with 
losses. She has brought legal and 
health resources to the parish to 
speak about end of life issues and 
has provided the impetus for many 
people to draw up living wills.

Prati serves as the coordinator of 
the ministry to the homebound and 
infi rm at her parish. As such, she 

works closely to identify individuals 
who can visit the sick to pray with 
them and bring them Holy Com-
munion. Prati visits many of these 
individuals herself and is well known 
for her singing as part of the com-
munion rite. She has been present 
when a number of parishioners were 
near passing and helped sing them 
over the waters of death.

Father Feehily added, “I must par-
ticularly mention Caryl’s important 
role in the aftermath of last year’s 
tornados. She and I had the daunt-
ing task of distributing more than 
$400,000 which had been entrusted 
to us by Catholics around the coun-
try to provide direct assistance to 

tornado victims. This time she called 
and fi elded calls from hundreds of 
people who suffered complete or 
partial destruction of their cars and 
homes, and coordinated the aid that 
we could provide.  Once again, as in 
’99, Caryl did a spectacular job!”

Archbishop Coakley, the chair-
man of the Board of Directors of the 
Catholic Foundation, presented the 
award to Prati at the Nurses’ dinner. 
The award includes a plaque, a cash 
award to Prati for $500, and a cash 
award to her parish in her honor for 
$500.  Her pastor, Father Jack Fee-
hily, was also at the dinner to accept 
the award on behalf of the parish.  

Caryl Prati, with Father Feehily, accepts her award from Archbishop Coakley.
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A heart for service undergirds local Chick-fi l-A owner’s success in industry

To former Navy pilot and businessman James 
Novak, owning and operating a restaurant is a 
concrete way to serve Christ and the community. 
Novak owns the Chick-fi l-A at Northwest Express-
way and Rockwell in Oklahoma City and says 
his work and Catholic faith are very much inter-
twined.

“Chick-fi l-A’s core values are aligned so closely 
with my own, and as I spent more and more time 
with other Chick-fi l-A owners, I knew that owning 
one was the right decision for my family,” Novak 
said. 

Novak took over ownership of the franchise 
in May 2011, and, while new to the restaurant 
industry, he was no stranger to serving others. He 
served in the U.S. Navy for 21 years after gradu-
ating from the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
Md., and the Naval Postgraduate School in Mon-
terey, Calif. During his tenure with the Navy, he 
spent time in California, Florida and Virginia, and 
served as a helicopter pilot. Novak expressed his 
gratitude for the chance to serve our country. 

“Serving in the Navy provided me with so many 
great opportunities that I wouldn’t have had 
otherwise,” he said. Novak retired as a command-
er and moved back to Oklahoma in 2008. After 
retiring, he spent a year working for the Federal 
Aviation Administration, but acknowledged that 
there was still something missing. 

It was then that he began inquiring into own-
ing a Chick-fi l-A. Aside from jobs in high school, 
Novak never worked in the food service industry. 
However, the company’s values and commitment 
to treating each guest with dignity and respect 
attracted him to the chain. 

“I’ve been blessed with the opportunity to serve 
guests an excellent product in a clean environ-
ment with superior customer service,” he said, 
adding that Chick-fi l-A’s policy of closing all 
restaurants on Sundays was another factor in his 
decision to move forward. “I am grateful to have 
one day a week that my team members and I can 
spend time with our families.”

Novak’s Catholic faith infl uences his approach 
to business in many ways. He was raised in a 
strong Catholic family with his mother, Bette, as 
the lead. 

“She was – and still is – the example I follow in 
my family life and in my business,” he says. 

Novak credits his mother for instilling in him 
great virtue: “It has led to my success as a hus-

band, father and business owner. She taught me 
that your morals are your most important charac-
teristic, and will guide you in your Christian life.” 

Bette Novak served as principal of Saint Philip 
Neri Catholic School for nearly 20 years until her 
death in 2009.

Novak’s faith provides a constant source of 
strength and encouragement in his daily life as 
well. 

“With a strong faith, I know any obstacle I en-
counter can be overcome,” he said.

While in the Navy, stationed thousands of miles 
away from family and friends, Novak found com-
fort in attending Mass and staying involved in his 
parish. “It was my connection to my family back 
home.”

Novak and his wife, Nancy, have four children; 
Bridget, Henry, Frances and Charles. They are 
parishioners of Christ the King in Oklahoma City. 
Nancy formerly served as Marketing Director at 
Chick-fi l-A. Bridget, currently a student at the 
University of Oklahoma, is a graduate of Bishop 
McGuiness Catholic High School, where Henry 
and Frances attend. Charles attends Christ the 
King. 

Novak cites the strong commitment to faith 
and core values as one of the greatest benefi ts 
of a Catholic education. A graduate of Mount 
Saint Mary High School, Novak states that the 

principles he was taught there play into his daily 
life. “Although I didn’t realize the importance of a 
Catholic education at the time, I certainly do now, 
and I use those values every single day.”

The Catholic community in Oklahoma has 
been a great source of strength and support for 
Novak and his family in other ways, as well. After 
Novak’s wife Nancy was diagnosed with ALS two 
years ago, they received an outpouring of support 
and prayers. 

“The support we have received not only from our 
parish, but other parishes in the area has been 
incredible,” Novak says.

Whether it came in the form of a prayer, a meal, 
or just a few kind words, the thoughtfulness of the 
Catholic community has been a great blessing to 
the Novak family. “I can’t express how thankful 
and grateful we are for everything.” Novak com-
pared the Catholic community to one big family, 
coming together in support.

Again giving credit to his mother, Novak rein-
forces the importance of a strong faith foundation. 
“I was taught from a young age that your faith 
makes up your core values, and it is those values 
that lead you to live a rich and fulfi lled Christian 
life.”

Sally Linhart volunteers in the archdiocesan Of-
fi ce of Communications. She has a background in 
journalism and advertising.

By Sally Linhart
For the Sooner Catholic

Photo by Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic.

                continued from page 3 
everyone has inherent dignity, add-
ing that no one should face discrim-
ination. 

“But human experience, consid-
erable social data, as well as our 
religious convictions, lead us to see 
clearly that children thrive best in a 
stable family grounded on the mari-
tal union of one man and one wom-
an,” it said. 

“Catholic opposition to same-sex 
marriage is not a statement about 
the worth of human beings who 
experience same-sex attraction, but 
a statement about the nature of mar-
riage itself.” 

The Catholic Church teaches that 
sex outside of marriage between one 
man and one woman is sinful. 

In his 41-page opinion, Jones 
said Pennsylvania’s laws that pro-
hibit same-sex marriage and do not 
recognize the marriages of same-sex 
couples in other states violate the 
due process and equal protection 
clauses of the 14th Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution “and are there-
fore unconstitutional.” 

In Oregon, Catholic leaders said 
they were grieved by U.S. District 

Court Judge Michael McShane’s de-
cision to repeal that’s state’s law up-
holding traditional marriage and by 
Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum’s 
refusal to defend that law. 

Her decision was “an extreme der-
eliction of her sworn duty to uphold 
the law” and represent “the interests 
and the people of Oregon,” said the 
Oregon Catholic Conference’s state-
ment. “It is a sad day for democracy 
when one federally appointed judge 
can overturn, without any represen-
tation, the express will of the people 
of Oregon.” 

“Despite the judge’s ruling, au-
thentic marriage remains what it 
has always and only been according 
to God’s design: the loving union 
between one man and one woman 
for the mutual benefi t of the two 
who have become one fl esh and any 
children born of their union,” the 
conference said. 

It said it will continue “to uphold 
the true meaning of marriage and 
advocate for genuine marriages and 
families in Oregon,” and urged “all 
people of good will to continue to 
reject the fl awed notion that a pair-
ing of two people of the same gender 

constitutes a marriage.” 
In other developments concerning 

same-sex marriage, the Michigan 
Catholic Conference May 14 fi led a 
friend-of-the court brief with the 6th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals to de-
fend a 2004 voter-approved amend-
ment to the Michigan constitution 
that defi nes marriage as the union of 
one man and one woman. 

The state has appealed a lower 
court’s ruling that found the Michi-
gan Marriage Amendment unconsti-
tutional. 

“The Catholic Church holds 
strongly to her teachings that those 
with same-sex attraction should be 
treated with respect and sensitivity, 
and that marriage can only be recog-
nized as the union of one man and 
one woman,” said a statement from 
Paul A. Long, conference president 
and CEO. 

“The legal briefs make clear that 
support for natural marriage does 
not impugn the dignity that must be 
afforded to all human persons, re-
gardless of their orientation,” he said. 

Also fi ling a brief in support of 
the appeal was the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, joined by the 

National Association of Evangeli-
cals; the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints; the Ethics & 
Religious Liberty Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention; and 
the Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod. 

In Indiana, a division of the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame’s undergraduate 
student government denied recog-
nition of a proposed campus group 
called Students for Child-Oriented 
Policy, aimed at advancing the Cath-
olic Church’s position on children 
and family and its support for tradi-
tional marriage. 

In an April 30 letter to the prospec-
tive club president released online 
by supporters of the proposed club, 
Margaret Hnastusko, the universi-
ty’s director of student activities for 
programming, said the mission of 
the proposed club “closely mirrored 
that of other undergraduate student 
clubs on campus.” 

The letter did not specify what 
existing clubs have the same mis-
sion, but said recognition of a new 
campus club rests on a number of 
factors including “uniqueness to 
campus.” 

Same-sex marriage
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Saint Gregory’s University Class of 2014

J. Michael Bond won fi rst place in Junior Documentary at the Oklahoma History Day competition at the Oklahoma History 
Center and qualifi ed for nationals. J. Michael fi rst competed at district competition at Oklahoma Christian University and 
qualifi ed for state for this documentary about the Vietnam War. He is an 8th grade student at All Saints Catholic School. Trinity 
Cohee, also of All Saints, won 3rd place at State in Historical Presentation.

Bishop McGuinness students and faculty pose wearing red shirts in a show of solidarity for the Nigerian girls kidnapped last 
month.

Under the leadership of World History Teacher Maura Hobbs, The Human Rights Organization at Bishop 
McGuinness Catholic High School led a service project to raise awareness and funds for the rescue, recovery 
and education of the 234 kidnapped school girls in Chibok, Nigeria. The girls were abducted in April from their 
school by the Islamist armed group Boko Haram, an organization opposed to any form of western education. 

The mission of the BMCHS Human Rights Organization is promoting the recognition of the inherent dignity, 
equality and inalienable rights of all people.

Club president junior Kate Sine. secretary Lisa Tran, also a junior and students senior Nate Trotter; junior 
Emily Young; sophomores Allison Young, Santana Scott, Isabella Abdo, Giuliana LaPorte, Claire Cooper, Cros-
bie Kumler, Sammy Boren, Trinity Almaraz, Brenna Gibson; and freshman Emily Fritch were instrumental in 
the success of the service project. Each student participated in various activities such as letter-writing, post-
ing to social media, creating fl iers, posters and banners and collecting donations culminating in 25 hours of 
service resulting in:

• 300 letters pleading with Mr. James F. Entwistle, the U.S. Ambassador to Nigeria, and His Excellency 
(Prof.) Adebowale Ibidapo Adefuye, the Federal Republic of Nigeria Ambassador to the United States, to en-
sure the girls are rescued and returned to their families and guarantee the girls can continue to exercise their 
human right to an education. The letters were signed by the student body and mailed to the respective embas-
sies.

• Raising $325 to cover postage costs with the remaining $295 to be donated to the Malala Fund that will 
help support Nigerians working every day to create change.

• A show of solidarity for their Nigerian sisters where approximately 300 students and faculty wore red shirts 
to school and participated in a group photo on May 16, 2014, which will be circulated through various social 
media and media outlets to continue to raise awareness and keep the plight of these young girls visible on the 
international stage. (The color red has become associated with those across the world protesting for the recov-
ery of these girls.)

Crossbeams Capital Campaign
                              continued from page 1      

ble work on this campaign, which lays the 
foundation of Catholic Charities’ next century 
of service.”

Mass Architects Inc. has been retained 
to design the 33,860-square-foot, two-sto-
ry structure to fi t existing program needs 
while allowing for future growth. In addition 
to allowing the space necessary for Catholic 
Charities’ 13 programs, the facility will also 
feature a community-use conference center, a 
chapel dedicated to Blessed Teresa of Calcut-
ta, an on-site broadcast studio for Oklaho-
ma Catholic Radio and essential warehouse 
space that can be converted to offi ce space as 
needed. The campaign’s name, Crossbeams, 
harkens to the organization’s position at the 
crossroads of church and community, the 
literal representation of structural support 
and, most importantly, the crossbeams of the 
Cross of Christ which form the foundation of 
Catholic Charities’ mission to serve and which 
will also be a visible element of the building’s 
design. 

Sited on the corner of N.W. 12th and Clas-
sen Boulevard, Catholic Charities’ new main 
services building will be perched at the mid-
point of the rapidly expanding “Corridor of 
Hope,” a group of social service agencies lo-
cated along Classen Boulevard. The proposed 
facility is just blocks from complementary so-
cial service providers and features convenient 
bus stops on the north and west sides of the 
building, allowing for easy access to clients 
throughout the Oklahoma City metro area. 

“Oklahomans have time and again shown 
their generosity when it comes to helping 
those in need. By constructing this new build-
ing, we are not just creating an ordinary of-
fi ce; we are creating a vital community outlet 
for families experiencing hardship,” said Judy 
Love, Crossbeams Campaign co-chair.

The planned facility has received support 
from business, community and social service 
leaders, who recognize Catholic Charities’ 

essential role in the Oklahoma City communi-
ty, as well as throughout the state. Last year 
alone, Catholic Charities assisted more than 
18,000 Oklahomans, 90 percent of whom 
were not Catholic.

“As a non-Roman Catholic on the board, I 
know fi rst-hand that the good works of Cath-
olic Charities affect all of the people in our 
state. Whether it be homeless women or those 
seeking help from any number of disasters, 
Catholic Charities is there for them without 
even asking their religious preference,” said 
Jim Everest, Oklahoma City business leader 
and philanthropist.

Organizers emphasize that none of the 
money raised from other Catholic Charities’ 
fundraising efforts, such as the Annual Ap-
peal or funds designated for May 2013 torna-
do response, will be used to fund the capital 
campaign. 

“Over the past four months, Catholic Char-
ities has laid the fundraising cornerstone in 
its capital campaign. As we move into this 
crucial next phase of our fundraising, we are 
hopeful for the support of our friends across 
the community to help us reach our goal,” 
Raglow said. 

To learn more about Catholic Charities’ 
Crossbeams Campaign, visit www.cross-
beams.org or call Capital Campaign Coordina-
tor, Lexi Skaggs, at (405) 523-3000 ext. 1134.
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“Seals of Jeremiah’s Captors Discovered”:  An exhibit not to be missed   

At Armstrong College in north 
Edmond, a truly remarkable 
archeological exhibit is on dis-
play. “Seals of Jeremiah’s Captors 
Discovered” showcases two bullae, 
or seals, which have been scientifi -
cally dated to about the time of the 
prophet Jeremiah.  

A bulla is a small piece of clay 
that has been stamped to record 
the signature or authority for the 
document to which it belongs.  The 
seals were attached to a cord or 
string, which was wrapped around 
a papyrus scroll.

The clay of these particular seals 
was actually preserved by the fi res 
of the Babylonian destruction of 
Jerusalem in about 587 B.C.  This 
fi ring caused the clay of the seals 
to harden and remain intact.

Exhibit Curator Brad Macdon-
ald explains in a video at Arm-
strongAuditorium.org/exhibit that 
“Only three bullae with Biblical 
personalities clearly inscribed on 
them have ever been discovered in 
controlled scientifi c excavations.”  
Two of these three highlight the 
current exhibit at Armstrong, and 
this is the fi rst time they are being 
viewed by the public.  

The inscriptions on the seals 
refer to Chapter 38 of the Book 
of Jeremiah in the Old Testa-
ment.  The fi rst verse of Chapter 
38 names four men, high-ranking 
offi cials who opposed and perse-
cuted Jeremiah.  The names of 
two of these four men match the 
inscriptions on the seals featured 

at this exhibit:  Shelemiah, Son 
of Pashur, and Jehucal, Son of 
Gedaliah.

Shane Granger is Marketing Di-
rector for the Armstrong Interna-
tional Cultural Foundation, spon-
sor of the exhibit.  He explains 
that the seals “speak to the fact 
that the Biblical record is 100 per-
cent accurate.” These tiny artifacts 
corroborate the words of the Book 
of Jeremiah.

The seals are indeed tiny arti-
facts, measuring about 1 centime-
ter in diameter.  Each one has a 
clearly readable three-line, Pa-
leo-Hebrew inscription.  The bullae 
are displayed at the exhibit in a 
case alongside a Bible, opened to 
Chapter 38 of the Book of Jeremi-
ah.  A magnifying glass is placed 
there as well for those who wish to 

examine the seals further.
Jeremiah preached repentance, 

urging the Hebrew people to turn 
away from idolatry and return to 
a faithful worship of the one true 
God.  He warned of God’s pun-
ishment if they failed to do so.  
Today, the word jeremiad is used 
commonly to describe “a prolonged 
lamentation” or “a cautionary or 
angry harangue.”  

“Seals of Jeremiah’s Captors 
Discovered” opened in January 
of 2012 and has recently been 
extended to October of this year.  
The exhibit is on display in the 
Grand Lobby of Armstrong Audito-
rium, itself a wonderfully beautiful 
facility which hosts a season of 
world class musical performances 
each year.

“Seals of Jeremiah” offers maps, 

illustrations, photographs and a 
timeline  that stretches from the 
Israelite Exodus from Egypt (C. 
1447 B.C.) to the fi nal destruction 
of Jerusalem by the Babylonians 
in 568 B.C.  Shane Granger ex-
plains that the timeline “bookends 
the history of ancient Israel.”  It 
helps place the prophet Jeremi-
ah within this timeframe.  He is 
thought to have been born in 645 
B.C. in Anathoth, a small city just 
north of Jerusalem.  His death is 
not recorded in the Bible.

This fi ne exhibit also features 
videos and an ipad app that allows 
the visitor to enjoy a self-guided 
tour through the City of David 
before its destruction.  There are, 
as well, about 30 clay artifacts, all 
from ancient Jerusalem and from 
the First Temple Period which 
lasted from about 1000 B.C. to 
585 B.C.  There is a large pithos, 
or clay jar, more than 2,500 years 
old, one of the largest vessels ever 
discovered from ancient Jerusa-
lem.

The exhibit is open to the pub-
lic, and admission is free.  Hours 
are Tuesday through Thursday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday, 
noon to 5 p.m. Individual tours are 
available.  The Herbert W. Arm-
strong College is located north of 
Edmond near Bryant and Waterloo 
Road.  For more information, visit 
ArmstrongAuditorium.org.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic and an adjunct 
professor of English at several area 
colleges. 

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

“Seals of Jeremiah’s Captors” is among many offerings of Armstrong Auditorium.

Mabee-Gerrer Museum of Art stands as one of Oklahoma’s oldest, best museums

A short drive from Oklahoma City 
is the Mabee-Gerrer Museum of 
Art, located on the grounds of Saint 
Gregory’s University in Shawnee, 
Okla.  The museum has a great deal 
to offer in terms of the quality of 
the exhibits, as well as the unusual 
variety of pieces displayed.  Dane 
Pollei, museum director and chief 
curator, is happy to point out that 
“in terms of scope of time and cul-
ture, it is one of the broadest  collec-
tions in Oklahoma.”

Founded in 1919, the Mabee-Ger-
rer is also one of the oldest and is 
named for Father Gregory Gerrer, a 
monk belonging to the Benedictine 
community at Sacred Heart Mission 
in Oklahoma.

Father Gerrer was born in 1867 
in the village of Lautenbach, Al-
sace, in what is now France.  His 
family came to the United States 
in 1872, and it was soon apparent 
that young Gerrer was gifted in both 
music and art.

The Benedictines recognized his 
talents, and, after his ordination, 
Father Gerrer was sent to Rome to 
study art.  He developed great skill 
as a painter and as an art critic, 
and he learned the art of painting 
restoration.  In 1917, the University 
of Notre Dame requested his assis-
tance in assembling what would 
become, over the next 15 years, that 
University’s Wightman Memorial 
Gallery.

Father Gerrer was commissioned 
to paint a total of 79 portraits 
during his lifetime.  One of these 
is the likeness of Pope Pius X that 
hangs in the Mabee-Gerrer today.

Father Gerrer loved to travel, and 
he became a collector.  When he 
moved his collection to the newly 
constructed Saint Gregory’s College 
in 1919, he had more than 200 
paintings and more than 6,400 
objects from cultures around the 
world, including sculpture, artifacts, 
and both botanical and zoological 
specimens.

The museum’s collections have 
continued to grow, in no small part 
with gifts given in recognition of the 
museum’s  excellence.  Dane Pollei 
explains that just 4 percent of the 
total collection is on display at any 
time.

The variety of the collection is 
impressive.  The Egyptian Collection 
features Oklahoma’s only mummy.  
Pollei points out that Mabee-Gerrer 
is “considered to have the fi nest 
collection of Eastern Art between 
Chicago and Los Angeles.”  Here 
are several Chinese bronze pieces 
approximately 8,000 years old.

Exquisite is the 13th Century Ital-
ian ivory triptych, a three-panelled, 
unfolding artwork.  A complete suit 
of armor stands along a wall to rep-
resent Venice in 1446.  

“Gulf Stream and Sketch” dis-
plays a small painting, a sketch, 
produced by Father Gerrer around 
1920.  Alongside it is the full-sized 
version, a beautiful seascape of the 
north coast of Cuba.

The Native American Exhibit 
includes a Plains Kiowa wedding 

dress, deerhide and beads, 1890, 
impressive in its detail.

Here, too, is African art, paintings 
from the Hudson River School and 
contemporary art, as well as 18th 
and 19th century oils by Bou-
guereau and Jean-Leon Gerome.

In addition to the permanent col-
lection, the museum also features 
special collections such as Barbara 
Cleary’s work, currently on display 
until June 22.  July will bring “Or-
ganic: Exploring Nature in Art (July 
12-August 24, 2014.)  This exhibit 
will include everything “ranging 
from ancient pottery to contempo-
rary oil paintings and Native Amer-
ican bead work to Chinese silk em-
broidery” (mgmoa.org/exhibitions).

Mabee-Gerrer has an expanding 
educational program.  There are 
classes and family activities; indi-
vidual and group tours can be ar-
ranged.  Pollei notes that last year, 
more than 13,000 students, kinder-
garten through high school, visited 
the museum.

As an added bonus, the muse-
um will offer free admission during 
June, July and August.  Hours are 
Tuesday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., and Sunday 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.  
The Mabee-Gerrer is located at 1900 
West MacArthur Drive in Shawnee, 
Okla.  For more information, call 
(405) 878-5300 or visit mgmoa.org.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic and an adjunct 
professor of English at several area 
colleges.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Inside the Mabee-Gerrer Museum are many unexpected artistic treasures.
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In recent releases, Christian authors contextualize food as a gift from the Creator
“Cravings: A Catholic Wrestles with 

Food, Self-Image and God” by Mary 
DeTurris Poust (Ave Maria Press, 
$13.95)

“Eat with Joy: Redeeming God’s 
Gift of Food” by Rachel Marie Stone 
(InterVarsity Press, $16)

Reviewed by Anamaría Scaperlan-
da Biddick

Food: a fundamental part of being 
alive, an important aspect of culture 
and a gift from God.  Yet, food can 
become a source of anxiety for many 
people, from body-image issues and 
related disordered eating, to concern 
for those who lack adequate nour-
ishment to sustainable agriculture 
and proper care for creation.  

In recent years, many writers such 
as Michael Pollan, Mark Bittman and 
Sally Fallon have addressed many 
of these issues in popular writing.  
While informative, their writing lacks 
the essential link with the Creator, 
who gives us physical nourishment 
from the earth and spiritual nourish-
ment in the Eucharist.  

Two new books address the re-
lationship between spirituality and 
food from a Christian perspective.  
Mary DeTurris Poust’s Cravings: A 
Catholic Wrestles with Food, Self-Im-
age, and God (Ave Maria Press, 
$13.95) centers on the link between 
physical and spiritual hunger, while 
Rachel Marie Stone’s “Eat with 
Joy: Redeeming God’s Gift of Food” 
(InterVarsity Press, $16) provides a 

chapter on all important food-related 
issues, from sustainable eating to 
food as culture-making to serving 
others through food.   Both books 
provide important insights into our 
lives of feasting and fasting.

Stone writes from an Evangelical 
perspective and to the Evangelical 
world.  Nevertheless, her overview of 
the major issues surrounding food 
would prove useful to any Christian, 
in large part because she’s been 
heavily infl uenced by a Catholic, 
sacramental understanding of God’s 
presence in the physical world. This 
sacramental worldview sees the 
earth as declared in Genesis: good.

Stone begins with a chapter called 
“Joyful Eating,” in which she uses 
Bible stories to show that food is a 
gift from God, from the story of the 
manna in the desert to Jesus giving 
himself as, literally, the bread of life.  
Though gluttony and overindulgence 
is a sin, the act of sustaining one-
self should be pleasurable.  Food, 
like our bodies themselves, is a gift 
from God. This truth lies at the heart 

of any discussion about food and 
eating.

Stone proceeds from this point to 
Jesus’ Gospel exhortation to feed the 
hungry—which she insists means 
ensuring that the poor have access 
to real, nutritious food, not just fast 
food and other highly processed 
food, what she and Michael Pollan 
call “edible, food-like substances.” 
Later, she discusses the importance 
of subverting industrial agriculture 
(which participates in the creation of 
these highly processed foods) from 
the perspective of caring for God’s 
creation—a principle of Catholic 
social teaching.  Small farms and 
gardens are best able to respect the 
order of the natural world. Through-
out the book, she argues that it is 
best to eat local, seasonal food when-
ever possible; however, she makes it 
explicit that this should not be done 
at the expense of “loving thy neigh-
bor,” such as when your neighbor 
offers you food to eat that is not local 
or seasonal.

Poust’s “Cravings” explores the re-
lationship between physical hunger 
and spiritual hunger.  She affi rms 
that eating is meant to be pleasur-
able when we are hungry, but she 
also acknowledges that, often, we eat 
when we are spiritually or emotion-
ally unsatisfi ed: when we are bored, 
sad or lonely.  Paradoxically, she 
refl ects that, often, when she eats to 
fulfi ll a spiritual need, she is eating 
mindlessly and not fully enjoying 
her food.  Her answer is to prac-
tice mindfulness in regards to food 
and hunger: to ask herself why she 

wants to eat, and then to savor each 
bite when she does eat.

The liturgical cycles of feasting, 
fasting and ordinary time are also 
very important, she says.  The days 
of fasting and a Lent of simplicity 
help us to become more aware of the 
relationship between our physical 
and spiritual hunger.  Feast days, 
such as Christmas, Easter, Pen-
tecost and important saints’ days, 
remind us of the joy of eating.  In 
ordinary time, we eat good food with 
enjoyment, but eating does not have 
to be an event; simple, nutritious 
meals suffi ce.  

Stone’s more comprehensive 
thoughts on food and eating comple-
ment Poust’s exploration of the ex-
perience of eating and hunger.  Both 
books suggest that readers cook 
as a way of becoming more aware 
of food.  They advocate for simple 
meals made with good quality–ideally 
local—ingredients.  

Additionally, both books include 
questions for personal or shared 
refl ection at the close of each chap-
ter.  Stone includes prayers and 
recipes as well, while Poust provides 
suggested practices and meditations.  
The books lend themselves to be 
read slowly and refl ected on, alone 
or in a small group, making them 
ideal places to start for someone with 
a growing interest in the subject so 
central to our humanity.

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick is a 
freelance writer and math tutor living 
in Oklahoma City.

Faith-based thriller “Light from the Darkroom” to screen at upcoming festival 

“Light from the Darkroom,” a fi lm 
that is a faith-based thriller with a 
Catholic theme, has been selected 
to screen at Oklahoma’s deadCEN-
TER Film Festival in Oklahoma City, 
June 12 to June 15.

DeadCENTER is Oklahoma’s 
largest fi lm festival and is so named 
because Oklahoma is dead center 
of the United States. “Light from the 
Darkroom” was fi lmed in part in 
Oklahoma City, and some scenes 
will be recognized by viewers.  

The story focuses on Dr. Carmen 
Hill, a surgeon in Oklahoma City, 
and her lifelong friend, Blanca Zamo-
ra, a highly successful photographer 
with a studio, Bella Luz, in Panama 
City, Panama. Blanca is played by 
Lymari Nadal (“Amerian Gangster,”  
“America”), and Dr. Hill is played 
by Patricia De Leon, former Miss 
Panama and Telenovela star (“Love 
Orchard,”  “Men of a Certain Age”).  

As the story opens (in Panama), 
Blanca is saying goodbye to two 
friends who are leaving to make a 
pilgrimage in China.  She gives a 
camera to one of them, Francisco, 
telling him that she wants real fi lm, 
“none of that digital nonsense.”  She 
also gives him pre-addressed enve-
lopes to mail the fi lm to her so she 
can develop it in her darkroom.  

In China, the pilgrims are stopped 
by what appears to be members of a 
military group, and they are ordered 
to return.  When they take another 
route to get to their pilgrimage site, 
they again meet the soldiers, and 
this time they are massacred.  One 

pilgrim, as she lies dying, holds up 
a small statue of Our Lady, and a 
miracle happens.  Lighting is used in 
the fi lm at this point to suggest that 
something supernatural takes place.

When Blanca learns the terrible 
news of the pilgrimage massacre, 
she phones Carmen and asks her 
to come home.  At fi rst, Carmen 
protests that she has her work, her 
patients, but she gives in and goes to 
Panama. Prior to this phone call, we 
meet Carmen, Dr. Hill, in a hospital, 
and signage outside the building 
shows it to be Children’s Hospital in 
Oklahoma City.  Shortly after this 
scene, we watch her jogging, and in 
the background is Saint Joseph’s 
Old Cathedral in OKC.

The tie to Oklahoma comes from 
the fi lm’s executive producer, Kath-
leen Rooney of Tulsa.  She is mar-
ried to Francis Rooney, who served 
as U.S. Ambassador to the Holy 
See from 2005 to 2008.  He is also 
a member of the Panama Canal 
Advisory Board.  All these experienc-
es come together in “Light from the 
Darkroom.”

The fi lm is directed by Oklaho-
ma-Based Lance McDaniel and pro-
duced by Nathan Gardocki, a grad-
uate of Bishop McGuinness Catholic 
High School.  Script and story are by 
Kathleen Rooney and Al Reinhart, 
Oscar-nominated script writer for 
“Apollo 13.”

As the fi lm moves forward, Blanca 
seeks comfort and advice from her 
uncle, His Excellency, Archbishop 
Zamora.  The plot develops rapidly 
when a roll of fi lm is delivered to 
Blanca, and it is, of course, fi lm of 

the pilgrimage. In her darkroom, 
Blanca is upset to see what appears 
to be an execution-style photo, a 
man extending his arm, pointing a 
gun at the head of one of the pil-
grims. Another photo glows and 
causes Blanca’s face to light up.  We 
do not see the photo, but the sug-
gestion is made that it is a photo of 
what she describes as “the miracle.”  
She rushes to tell Carmen, shows 
her the photo, and says, “It’s Our 
Lady.  She came to them.”  Carmen 
remains skeptical.

When they show the photos to the 
archbishop, he is deeply moved. He 
makes the sign of the cross and tells 
the two women, “This is a matter for 
the Holy See.”  Carmen suggests it 
could be “an anomaly in the fi lm.”

Steven Michael Quezada (Agent 
Steven Gomez, in “Breaking Bad”) 
plays Oscar, the confl icted lifelong 
friend of Blanca and Carmen.  A 
Chinese businessman, Li Cheung, 
instrumental in helping return the 
bodies from China, is played by 
Russell Wong (“Romeo Must Die,”  
“The Joy Luck Club”). One body is 
being returned from China, but hope 
is kept alive that Francisco may have 
survived. While Blanca and Carmen 
visit the art exhibit of a friend at her 
studio, Blanca’s home is ransacked.  
Someone has taken the fi lm, but 
Carmen has made copies, and the 
two women return to the studio of 
their artist friend to print copies.

While there, a man breaks in to 
the studio.  Blanca and Carmen 
escape in their car, but the artist 
is murdered.  Her throat is slit by 
“Scarface.”

The police at one point suggest 
that Dr. Hill is a suspect in the mur-
der.  The plot begins to move at an 
accelerated pace, and the archbishop 
is murdered.  Francisco returns.

While the police question Carmen 
and ultimately release her in the 
custody of Mr. Li, Oscar has been co-
erced into taking Blanca to Scarface, 
the man who wants the pictures.  

Blanca will not yield; she is beaten.  
Just when all seems lost, Carmen, 
Li and Francisco arrive to save the 
day.  Fast action footage ends with 
Scarface shot and killed and the 
negatives safe. “Light from the Dark-
room” concludes with a scene at 
the Vatican where the Pope is being 
handed the photographic record of 
the pilgrimage massacre and Our 
Lady’s miraculous appearance.

“Light from the Darkroom” could 
be described as an action- and 
suspense-packed thriller, but it is 
much more than that.  The light that 
shines from the darkroom is the light 
of truth.  The light is also, and more 
importantly, the light of faith.  Blan-
ca and Carmen have faith in each 
other, and they have their Catholic 
faith.  Shining all through the fi lm 
is a feeling of faith in the love and 
concern our Blessed Mother has for 
us.  Catholics, especially Oklahoma 
Catholics, will enjoy this fi lm.

 “Light from the Darkroom” will be 
shown at 5:30 p.m. Saturday, June 
14, at the Devon Energy Auditorium 
and at 3 p.m. Sunday, June 15, at 
the Harkins Bricktown Cinemas.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer and 
an adjunct professor of English at 
several area colleges.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Caridades Católicas de la Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City ha recorrido un largo camino 
desde que abrió sus puertas en el año 1912 
con la operación de un pequeño orfanato 
en la parte noroeste de la ciudad. Ahora 
comienza nuestro segundo siglo de servicio, 
podemos estar orgullosos de estos modestos 
comienzos y la manera en que Caridades 
Católicas ha adaptado continuamente sus 
servicios en respuesta a las necesidades cam-
biantes de nuestros compañeros de Oklaho-
ma.
Ya sea el cuidado de los niños huérfanos y 
abandonados durante la Gran Depresión, 
o el reasentamiento de los refugiados del 
sudeste de Asia en la década de 1970, o la 
prestación de asesoramiento y gestión de 
casos a raíz del bombardeo del edifi cio de 
Murrah en 1995, Caridades Católicas ha 
estado en la escena para ofrecer esperan-
za y apoyo a los habitantes de Oklahoma 
en tiempo de necesidad. Más recientemente 
Caridades Católicas ha sido una parte inte-
gral de los esfuerzos de respuesta a desastres 
de la comunidad y recuperación después de 
devastadores tornados del año pasado en el 
centro de Oklahoma. Nuestros servicios de 
manejo de casos con las familias continu-
arán mientras sea necesario.
Hoy Caridades Católicas de la Arquidiócesis 
de Oklahoma City ofrece 14 tipos diferentes 
de programas y servicios para los habi-
tantes de Oklahoma necesitados en base a la 
necesidad, no el credo. Además del edifi cio 
principal de servicio en la ciudad de Okla-
homa, actualmente tenemos cuatro ofi cinas 
regionales en la Arquidiócesis. Ya sea ofreci-
endo asesoramiento, servicios de adopción, 
el apoyo a las mujeres y los niños sin hogar, 

la asistencia a los servicios legales de inmi-
gración, o cualquiera de nuestros los otros 
programas que servimos no porque nuestros 
clientes sean católicos (no lo tienen que ser), 
sino porque nosotros somos católicos.  
Caridades Católicas da expresión externa a 
la preocupación y el compromiso de servir 
a aquellos en la periferia de la sociedad, el 
más pequeño de nuestros hermanos y her-
manas de la Iglesia. Hacemos esto en el nom-
bre de Cristo y motivados por la fe. No somos 
más que una agencia de servicios sociales, 
porque nuestra forma de servir es también 
una manera de testimoniar el amor miseri-
cordioso de Dios revelado en Jesucristo. Nos 
esforzamos para reconocer el rostro de Cristo 
en cada hombre, mujer y niño que venga a 
nosotros y nosotros les servimos como una 
manera de servir a Cristo.
En este número del periódico de Sooner 
Catholic van a leer sobre los planes para 
reemplazar el edifi cio principal de servicio 
de Caridades Católicas que tiene 60 años de 
antigüedad ubicado en Classen Boulevard 
en la ciudad de Oklahoma. Este edifi cio fue 
reutilizado cuando Caridades Católicas lo 

adquirió en 1994. 
Ha servido bien, 
pero simplemente 
ya no es adecuado 
para servir a la 
misión de manera 
efectiva y efi ciente. 
Una campaña de 
capital silenciosa 
ha estado en marcha desde hace varios meses 
para recaudar fondos para construir un nue-
vo edifi cio en el mismo barrio.  
Estoy muy orgulloso de la excelente reputa-
ción de que goza de Caridades Católicas en 
nuestra comunidad. Debido a que los feligre-
ses de la Arquidiócesis ya proporcionan la 
mayor parte del presupuesto anual de fun-
cionamiento a través de la Colecta Anual de 
Caridades Católicas, decidimos ir primero a 
otros donantes a buscar apoyo. Hemos recibi-
do una respuesta muy generosa y entusiasta 
a nuestra solicitud de promesas de contribu-
ciones fi nancieras para hacer de este nuevo 
edifi cio una realidad.  
Estamos en el buen camino a nuestra meta 
de $ 9,5 millones. Nuestro nuevo edifi cio 
será ligeramente más grande que el edifi cio 
actual, pero será diseñado para satisfacer 
las necesidades presentes y futuras de Cari-
dades Católicas. Además de espacio efi ci-
ente y digno para la prestación de servicios 
a nuestros clientes, el edifi cio contará con 
una hermosa capilla en honor de la Beata 
Madre Teresa de Calcuta. También contará 
con un pequeño centro de conferencias para 
otras reuniones comunita- rias. Este será un 
edifi cio que nuestra comunidad católica debe 
de estar orgullosa, así como nosotros estamos 
orgullosos del trabajo que Caridades Católi-

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Caridades Católicas Extiende la 
Misericordia de Cristo

Si se desea la paz, hay que ponerle fi n al comercio de armas, ayudar a los inmigrantes

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO — Si las personas, 
individualmente, y las naciones tienen en verdad 
seriedad con respecto a la protección de los dere-
chos humanos y a la promoción de la paz deben 
de hacer mucho más para frenar el comercio 
mundial de armas y ayudar a los inmigrantes, les 
dijo el papa Francisco a siete nuevos embajadores 
acreditados ante el Vaticano. 

Existen “historias que nos hacen llorar y sentir 
vergüenza: seres humanos, nuestros hermanos y 
hermanas, hijos de Dios, espoleados por el deseo 
de vivir y trabajar en paz, que se enfrentan a 
jornadas extenuantes y están sujetos a extorsión, 
tortura, abusos de toda clase y que a veces ter-
minan muriendo en el desierto o en el fondo del 
mar”, dijo el papa el 15 de mayo. 

Las migraciones forzadas, los confl ictos y la pro-
liferación de armas son fenómenos estrechamente 
unidos, les dijo el papa a los nuevos embajadores 
que representan en el Vaticano a Suiza, Liberia, 
Etiopía, Sudán, Jamaica, Sudáfrica y la India. 
“Hay heridas en un mundo que es nuestro mun-
do, el lugar en donde Dios nos puso para vivir hoy 
y a donde nos llama para que seamos respon-  
sables por nuestros hermanos y hermanas a fi n 
de que no sea violada la dignidad humana de 
nadie”. 

Al darles la bienvenida a los nuevos emba-
jadores, el papa Francisco dijo: “todo mundo 
habla de paz, todos declaran que la desean; pero 
desafortunadamente la proliferación de armas de 
toda clase va en dirección opuesta”. 

“Sería una contradicción absurda hablar de paz, 
negociar la paz y, al mismo tiempo, promover o 
permitir la venta de armas”, dijo el papa, haciendo 

un llamado “por una nueva época de esfuerzos 
coordinados y valientes” para limitar la venta de 
armas y reducir los arsenales. 

Otro obstáculo para lograr la paz, dijo, uno que 
con frecuencia, “en realidad y verdaderamente 
es una tragedia humana,” es el hecho de que las 
personas se ven forzadas a abandonar su tierra 
nativa debido a confl ictos civiles y a la falta de 
respeto por sus derechos. 

Y a pesar de que muchos gobiernos, organi-
zaciones internacionales y grupos religiosos se 
unen para responder ante las necesidades de los 
inmigrantes que surgen en ciertas situaciones de 

emergencia, dijo, el problema se ha extendido tan-
to que “ha llegado el momento de encararlo con 
mirada política seria y responsable”. 

En las historias de inmigrantes, incluso re-
cientemente, se cuenta con casos en los que los 
inmigrantes han encontrado una bienvenida 
digna y han recibido una mano amiga, que les ha 
permitido escapar “de situaciones inhumanas y 
poder reclamar su dignidad, libertad y seguridad”, 
dijo el papa Francisco; pero desafortunadamente, 
muchos otros inmigrantes no han encontrado una 
mano que se extienda para ayudarlos. 

Por Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

Embajadores ante la Santa Sede asisten a una reunión con el Papa Francis en el Vaticano. (CNS foto/Paul Haring)
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Pentecostés
“Cuando llegó el día de Pente-

costés, estaban todos reunidos en 
un mismo lugar. De pronto vino 
del cielo un ruido, como el de una 
violenta ráfaga de viento, que llenó 
toda la casa donde estaban. Se les 
aparecieron unas lenguas como 
de fuego, las que, separándose, se 
fueron posando sobre cada uno de 
ellos; y quedaron llenos del Espíri-
tu Santo y se pusieron a hablar 
idiomas distintos, en los cuales el 
Espíritu les concedía expresarse” 
(Hech. 2,1-4)

Los cincuenta días pascuales y 
las fi estas de la Ascensión y Pente-
costés, forman una unidad. No son 
fi estas aisladas de acontecimientos 
ocurridos en el tiempo, son parte 
de un solo y único misterio. 

Pentecostés es fi esta pascual y 
fi esta del Espíritu Santo. La Iglesia 
sabe que nace en la Resurrección 
de Cristo, pero se confi rma con 
la venida del Espíritu Santo. Es 
hasta entonces, que los Apóstoles 
acaban de comprender para qué 
fueron convocados por Jesús; para 
qué fueron preparados durante 
esos tres años de convivencia ínti-
ma con Él. 

La Fiesta de Pentecostés es como 
el “aniversario” de la Iglesia. El 
Espíritu Santo desciende sobre 
aquella comunidad naciente y 
temerosa, infundiendo sobre ella 
sus siete dones, dándoles el valor 
necesario para anunciar la Buena 
Nueva de Jesús; para preservarlos 
en la verdad, como Jesús lo había 
prometido (Jn 14.15); para dis-

ponerlos a ser sus testigos; para 
ir, bautizar y enseñar a todas las 
naciones. 

Es el mismo Espíritu Santo que, 
desde hace dos mil años hasta 
ahora, sigue descendiendo sobre 
quienes creemos que Cristo vino, 
murió y resucitó por nosotros; 
sobre quienes sabemos que somos 
parte y continuación de aquella 
pequeña comunidad ahora ex-
tendida por tantos lugares; sobre 
quienes sabemos que somos res- 
ponsables de seguir extendiendo 
su Reino de Amor, Justicia, Ver-
dad y Paz entre los hombres.

Los hombres y mujeres de hoy 
hemos sido absorbidos por las 
cosas del mundo: poder, dinero, 
riquezas, placeres, frivolidades, 
vicios, pecados, conductas erra-
das, apegos inconvenientes, fama, 
egoísmo, prepotencia, altivez, sexo, 
drogas, etc., etc.   Unos más, otros 
menos, todos estamos sumergidos 
en un mundo muy alejado de los 
valores eternos, muy desprendido 
de las cosas de Dios, muy des-
apegado de lo que realmente es 
valedero y duradero. 

Signifi ca esto que no basta que 
seamos bautizados y que creamos 
en la Palabra de Dios.  Necesita-
mos, además, recibir el Espíritu 
Santo.  

Él es la Tercera Persona de la 
Santísima Trinidad.  Él es el Es-
píritu del Padre y el Espíritu de 
Jesús.  Él es la promesa que Jesús 
hizo solemnemente a sus Apóstoles 
antes de morir y antes de partir de 

este mundo.  Ve-
amos, entonces, 
qué nos dice el 
Señor hoy.  

Nos dice que para 
recibir al Espíritu 
Santo, tenemos que 
creer en Dios y ten-
emos que cumplir 
sus Mandamientos; 
pero, además, tene-
mos que distan-
ciarnos de las co-
sas del mundo, pues si permanec-
emos atados al mundo, nos queda-
mos ciegos: no podemos ni ver, ni 
conocer al Espíritu Santo.  Así nos 
dice el Señor: “El mundo no puede 
recibir el Espíritu Santo, porque 
no lo ve ni lo conoce.  En cambio, 
ustedes  (los que hacen mi Volun-
tad, los que cumplen mis Man-
damientos) sí lo conocen, porque 
habita entre ustedes y estará en 
ustedes”  (Jn. 14, 15-18).

Por eso, Dios nos sigue interpe-
lando con su Palabra, día a día, 
semana a semana.  Nos promete el 
Espíritu Santo y nos llama a amar- 
le a Él, indicándonos cómo: Amar 
a Dios es complacerlo en todo: 1º 
cumplir sus mandamientos, 2º 
aceptar su voluntad, 3º hacer lo 
que creemos nos pide.  

Y nos indica también cuál será 
nuestra recompensa: nada menos 
que el tenerlo a Él mismo y el ser 
amados por Él como sólo Él sabe 
hacerlo: en forma perfecta e infi ni-
ta.

  Mientras busquemos en las 

cosas de este mundo y en los seres 
de este mundo lo que nuestro 
corazón ansía, seguiremos insat-
isfechos, deseando siempre algo 
más.  Ese “algo más” que siempre 
nos falta es el amor a Dios, pues 
sólo en Él hallaremos el descanso, 
la alegría, la paz que ni el mun-
do, ni las creaturas pueden dar-
nos.  Sólo Él es la plenitud infi nita 
que nuestro corazón busca y no 
encuentra, porque busca donde 
no es.  Eso que buscamos sólo lo 
encontraremos cuando lo busque-
mos a Él.  

Es que, como Dios nos creó para 
Él, sólo en Él hallaremos el des-
canso, la alegría, la paz que no nos 
pueden dar ni las cosas del mun-
do, ni las mismas criaturas. Sólo 
Dios satisface plenamente.   

Vivamos pues con mucha fe, 
entrega y dinamismo esta solemni-
dad del Espíritu Santo pidiéndole 
su luz, su fuerza y su gracia para 
ser de verdad instrumentos en sus 
manos y seguir construyendo su  
Reino de paz, de amor entre no-
sotros. ¡Ven Espíritu Santo! Leván-
tanos porque a veces estamos caí-
dos y llenos de miedo. Renuévanos 
porque a veces estamos encerrados 
en nosotros mismos… “Todos que-
daron llenos del Espíritu Santo, 
y proclamaban las maravillas de 
Dios”. Ojalá que estas palabras se 
queden en el corazón y las haga-
mos vida.

El Pbro. Graciano Reyes Navarro 
es sacerdote en la Iglesia del Sa-
grado Corazón de Oklahoma City. 

Por Padre 
Graciano Reyes 
Navarro

Al ministrar a inmigrantes, meta de hermanas religiosas es ‘sanar corazones’

Athens, Georgia — Los sofás, 
los colchones y las sillas apilados 
unos encima de los otros crearon 
una isla de muebles. 

Los estudiantes universitarios 
voluntarios se movían rápida-
mente alrededor de esta mien-
tras pintaban una capa fresca de 
blanco en la combinación de sala y 
cocina de la casa móvil. Un olor a 
hongo húmedo llenaba sus cuatro 
habitaciones. 

Ellos trabajaban bajo la dir- 
ección de sor Margarita Martin. El 
grupo justo había terminado un 
almuerzo de emparedados de man-
tequilla de maní con mermelada y 
papas fritas. 

La nueva dueña de la casa, con 
amplios ojos de alegría, pasaba 
apretadamente alrededor de la pila 
que llenaba su sala. 

“No tengo palabras para descri-
bir cómo me siento”, dijo Claudia 
Rosales, de 39 años. “Se ve tan 
diferente de ayer”. 

Ella conversaba con los estu-
diantes voluntarios de la univer-
sidad Villanova, en Pennsylvania, 
durante un receso de primavera 
alternativo de servicio comuni-
tario. Entonces se volvió hacia la 
“madrecita”, término afectuoso 
que la gente del parque de casas 
móviles llama a las tres hermanas 
religiosas que viven entre ellos. 

La hermanas Margarita, Angela 
Cordero y Marietta Jansen, todas 
de las Siervas del Sagrado Corazón 

de Jesús, se apuran a servirle a su 
comunidad adoptiva. Sor Marga-
rita dijo a The Georgia Bulletin, 
periódico arquidiocesano de Atlan-
ta, que ella cree que es importante 
“llevarle la iglesia a la gente”. 

Las tres hermanas trabajan con 
el personal de la universidad de 
Georgia, son anfi trionas de es-
tudiantes universitarios que estén 
dispuestos a ayudar a enseñar 
a los niños y reparten sonrisas y 
caramelos a los jóvenes después 
de un programa de tutoría pos-
terior a la escuela y arroz y frijoles 
a los padres preocupados si ten-
drán o no comida para alimentar a 
sus familias. 

Los simpatizantes elogian el 
ministerio de las hermanas. Sor 
Margarita es una “buena guar-
diana” de la confi anza ganada en-
tre los residentes del parque, dijo 
un funcionario de la universidad 
de Georgia. 

El convento de las hermanas es 
una casa móvil de doble ancho en 
el parque Pinewood Estates North, 
a varias millas en las afueras de 
Athens. Sus caminos están per-
forados con hoyos y entre las 
docenas de remolques algunos 
parecen que podrían caerse sobre 
sí mismos. 

Un benefactor compró por 
$15,000 el remolque para las 

hermanas. Frente a este cuelga 
una gran pintura de la Virgen de 
Guadalupe. Los visitantes se per-
signan con agua bendita cerca de 
la puerta frontal. 

Llamado Oasis Católico San-
ta Rafaela, el convento también 
sirve como el centro religioso de 
la comunidad de casas móviles. 
Las hermanas se trasladaron a la 
zona en el 2002 desde Atlanta y 
nombraron el centro en honor a la 
fundadora de su orden religiosa. 

“No vinimos con una descripción 
del trabajo. Simplemente vinimos 
estar”, dijo sor Margarita, quien 
tiene 73 años de edad. Los resi-
dentes estaban cautelosos al prin-
cipio porque “me veo muy gringa”, 
dijo ella con una sonrisa. 

Como en otras partes de Geor-
gia, los inmigrantes de Améri-
ca Latina durante la década de 
1990 y principios de la del 2000 
vinieron por una economía cre-
ciente. 

Se calcula que tres cuartas 
partes de las familias con niños 
menores de 5 años de edad del 
vecindario viven bajo del nivel de 
pobreza, comparado con el 22 por 
ciento en Georgia. El desempleo 
ronda el 9 por ciento. Los resi-
dentes del parque son casi todos 
de América Latina, especialmente 
de México. 

“Los corazones de los inmi-
grantes están verdaderamente 
quebrados”, dijo sor Margarita. Y 
el enfoque de su misión es “sanar 
corazones”. 

Por Andrew Nelson 
Catholic News Service 

Sor Margarita Martin, una Esclava del Sagrado Corazón de Jesús, saluda a los es-
tudiantes de tres años de edad que llegan para un programa después de la escuela al 
Oasis Católico Santa Rafaela en una comunidad de casas móviles en las afueras de 
Athens, Georgia. Sor Margarita dice que su misión en el ministerio a los inmigrantes 
es “sanar los corazones.” (Foto de CNS/Michael Alexander, Georgia Bulletin)
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Job Box
Elementary School Principal 
The Catholic School of St. Eu-
gene in Oklahoma City, Okla-
homa is seeking an Elementary 
School Principal. Candidates for 
the PreK3-8th grade school of over 
350 students must be practicing 
Catholics, hold a master’s degree 
in educational administration or 
related fi eld, and have at least fi ve 
years of educational experience. 
Exceptional communication skills 
and enthusiasm for maintaining an 
excellent academic and religious 
oriented school is necessary for 
candidates seeking this faith and 
academic leader position.  Contact 
the Offi ce of the Superintendent, 
P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, 
OK or call 405-721-4202 to request 
an application.

Latin/Social Studies teacher 
Christ the King School, is look-
ing for a full-time position avail-
able at for the 2014-2015 school 
year.  Must be Social Studies state 
certifi ed.  Please send Archdioce-
san application to 1905 Elmhurst 
Ave. OKC, OK 73120 or by email to  
kcarter@ckokc.org. 

Fifth Grade Teacher 
All Saints Catholic School seeks 
applicants for the position of Grade 

5 teacher for the 2014-2015. Appli-
cants must hold Oklahoma certi-
fi cation in Elementary Education.  
Send resumes to Dana Wade, All 
Saints Catholic School, 4001 36th 
Avenue, N.W., Norman, Oklahoma 
73072.

Pre-Kindergarten teacher 
All Saints Catholic School seeks 
applications for a full-time Pre-Kin-
dergarten teacher for the 2014-
2015 school year. Applicants must 
hold Oklahoma certifi cation in 
Early Childhood Education. Send 
resumes to Dana Wade, All Saints 
Catholic School, 4001 36th Avenue, 
NW, Norman, Oklahoma 73072.

Elementary School Openings 
Holy Trinity Catholic School, 
Okarche is accepting applications 
for the 14-15 school year for a 
4th/5th grade teacher and for a 
Middle School Certifi ed Language 
Arts/Social Studies teacher. Inter-
ested applicants should send a cov-
er letter, copy of teacher certifi ca-
tion and resume to Tammy Jacobs 
at tjacobs@holytrinityok.org  or fax 
to (405) 263-9753.

High School Guidance Counselor 
Mt. St. Mary Catholic High 
School is seeking a full time Guid-

ance Counselor for the 2014-15 
school year.  Must be certifi ed by 
the Oklahoma State Department of 
Education.  College guidance coun-
seling experience required.  Email 
letter of application, with copy of 
certifi cation and résumé to Talita 
DeNegri at 405-631-8865  or email 
to tdenegri@mountstmary.org.

High School Teaching Positions 
Mount St Mary Catholic High 
School is accepting applications for 
the 2014-15 school year for the fol-
lowing areas:  Spanish (Pre-AP and 
AP experience preferred), Science, 
Math, Girls Basketball Coach.  
Must be Oklahoma State Depart-
ment of Education certifi ed.  Please 
email letter of application, resumé 
and certifi cation to Talita DeNegri 
at tdenegri@mountstmary.org  or 
fax to 405-631-9209.

Lay Pastoral Minister 
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic 
Church, a growing rural parish in 
beautiful Pauls Valley, is accepting 
applications for a Lay Pastoral Min-
ister to assist with adult and young 
adult faith formation and religious 
education. The candidate must 
be bilingual in Spanish/English 
and deeply rooted in the Catholic 
tradition. The position is part-time, 

but can be combined with similar 
duties at a sister parish to become 
full-time. Interested candidates 
should contact Fr. Jim Chamber-
lain, Email: frjim@suddenlinkmail.
com.

Director of Liturgical Music 
Holy Name Parish is seeking a 
committed disciple of Jesus Christ, 
living in full communion with the 
Church, to serve as the Director 
of Liturgical Music. The Liturgi-
cal Music Director uses musical 
performance, educational skills, 
and interpersonal training to pro-
duce appropriate liturgical musical 
settings so that the worship of God 
may be done with beauty and full 
engagement of the people. The role 
description, explaining this full-
time position of 40 hours a week 
and the necessary qualifi cations, is 
available at the parish offi ce during 
regular business hours. Interested 
applicants should consult the par-
ish website (www.holynamechicka-
sha.org) or contact the parish offi ce 
at (405) 224-6068 from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
Submit resume, application, and 
references by June 30, 2014. Qual-
ifi ed applicants will be contacted 
for follow-up interviews.

St. Edward Catholic School in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
is seeking applications for the position of principal.  
Located in downtown Little Rock and founded in 1885, 
St. Edward is a PK-8 grade school with an enrollment of 
170 students.  

The candidate must have demonstrated leadership 
ability in past or present educational assignments and be a practicing Cath-
olic actively committed to developing a faith community.  Highly preferred 
qualifi cations include fi ve years teaching or administrative experience in a 
Catholic school and a Master’s degree or its equivalent in Educational Lead-
ership.  Salary is commensurate with experience.  

Interested parties should send a cover letter, a complete resume, and 
a copy of licensure or transcript to:  Fr. Jason Tyler, St. Edward Catholic 
Church, 801 Sherman, Little Rock, AR 72202 (pastor@saintedwards.net) and 
to the Superintendent, Vernell Bowen at vbowen@dolr.org.

Your response to our 2014 
Radiothon on May 6 and May 
7 was better than our previous 
radiothon in November 2013.  
Total amount pledged was 
$22,000. Thank you to all of 
you who called in and offered 
your support.  Special thanks 
to Archbishop Paul Coakley, 
Bishop Edward Slattery of 
Tulsa and all the other spe-
cial guests who either came to 
the studio or participated via 
telephone.  I also want to say 
“thank you” to our faithful tele-
phone volunteers, Sally Crowe 
Nash, Lenaye Inman, Helen 
Hayes and Kathy Mulhair, for 
giving their time to help us out.  

 We want to welcome Saint 
Matthew’s Catholic Church 
serving Canute/Elk City and 
other small communities in 
Western Oklahoma.  They are 
the fi rst LPFM station to go 
on the air.  We thank them for 
their patience as we worked 
through a few delays.  If you 
are in that area of Oklahoma, 
you can hear them on 100.7 
FM. They went on the air on 
Monday, May 5, and fi rst re-
ports tell us the station was 
clear as a bell from Elk City to 
Foss (about 12 miles from the 
station).

We have a Construction 
Permit for a station in McAl-
ester which will enable us to 
reach the prison population.  
As evidence of the need for this 
ministry, we recently had a 
letter from a prison inmate in 
Oklahoma City that related his 

faith journey to the Catholic 
Church through his discovery 
of KKNG 97.3 FM and conse-
quently meeting with a deacon 
for further instruction in the 
faith.  In February of this year, 
he was confi rmed in the Cath-
olic Church and now receives 
Holy Communion weekly.  His 
letter thanked OCB for allow-
ing him to listen to Mass daily 
and continue on his journey in 
faith.

If you think about how dif-
fi cult it was for the fi rst disci-
ples to spread God’s message 
of love and forgiveness through 
Jesus Christ, we can only 
marvel at the ease we have to-
day with which we can spread 
this Good News.  Pope Francis 
and Archbishop Coakley are 
sending us the same message 
- “Evangelize” and “Go Make 
Disciples.” Catholic Radio is 
one of the ways we can partici-
pate in this challenge.  

We have moved our offi ce 
back to Norman, the new ad-
dress is OCB, P.O. Box 1612, 
Norman, OK 73070 if you want 
to contact us or send a check 
or donate online at our website 
- www.okcatholicbroadcasting.
com. Our website also has a 
list of all our radio stations 
currently airing.

  If you would like more infor-
mation, call Marlene Stapp at 
(405) 255-7348 or email me at 
mstapp4@gmail.com. 

Are you listening?
By Marlene Stapp

Corpus Christi procession to be June 22 
at Saint John the Baptist in Edmond 

Last year’s procession.

At 10 a.m. Sunday, June 22, Saint John the Baptist Catholic Church in 
Edmond, Okla., will host a Corpus Christi Eucharistic Procession. “Cele-
brate the Year of the New Evangelization with us! Join us at St John the 
Baptist Catholic Church in Edmond, as we honor the miraculous truth of 
Our Lord’s True Presence in the Eucharist!” organizers urge. “Living our 
faith draws grace from Our Lord like the hemorrhaging woman in Scrip-
ture who reached out and touched Our Lord - drawing His grace of healing 
upon herself!”
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JUNE
1 Solemnity of the Ascension of 
the Lord Holy Day of Obligation

4 Cabrini Wellness Ministry/
Suicide prevention training. At 
2 p.m. at Saint Mary Church in 
Ardmore. See box for more info.

4 Cabrini Wellness Ministry/
Suicide prevention training. At 
6 p.m. at Holy Family Church in 
Lawton. See box for more info.

5 Cabrini Wellness Ministry/
Suicide prevention training. At 
2 p.m. at Saint Peter Church in 
Woodward. See box for more info.

5 Cabrini Wellness Ministry/
Suicide prevention training. At 
6 p.m. at Saint Gregory the Great 
Church in Enid. See box for more 
info.

6 First Friday Sacred Heart Mass 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center.  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment is at 5:30 p.m. with the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation available 
prior to Mass.  Mass is at 7 p.m. 
For more information please call 
the Offi ce of Family Life at (405) 
721-8944.

6 Mass in the extraordinary form 
will be said at 7 p.m. on Friday 
night and 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
at St. Wenceslaus Church, Prague, 
304 Jim Thorpe Boulevard.
7 Birth Choice volunteer train-

ing. The next volunteer training 
session will be held from 9 a.m. to 
Noon at the Birth Choice Offi ce, 
4701 S. Western Avenue, OKC. 
Call Barbara 606-8428 to register.

7 Universal Notre Dame Night 
Banquet at 6p.m., at the Rapp 
Foundation Conference Center at 
535 Northwest 9th Street (Fourth 
Floor). The evening is open to Club 
members and non-members alike. 
The program will feature a guest 
presentation on recent develop-
ments at the University by Notre 
Dame’s Director of Community 
Standards, and we will also honor 
Robert Dolan of Christ the King 
Parish as the Club’s 2014 Person 
of the Year. Tickets are $65 per 
person. For details or to RSVP, call 
Bill Tunell at (405) 607-8343. 

8 Pentecost

9 Catholic Foundation of Okla-
homa, Inc. Golf Classic. At Gail-
lardia Country Club in Oklahoma 
City with 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. start 
times. Wine and Cheese reception 
followed by the Awards Dinner 
beginning at 4:30 p.m. for golfers 
and their spouses. JUNE 5  is the 
last day to register by calling (405) 
721-4115 or visit www.cfook.org

12 Tap into faith. In celebration 
of the 125th Anniversary of St. 
John’s parish, we have scheduled 
George Rigazzi, to speak to us on 
“Early Catholicism in Oklahoma.”  
Alfredo’s Mexican Restaurant, at 
33rd and Broadway in Edmond.  
Come at 6:30 p.m. to order and 
eat; program begins at 7 p.m.  For 
further information, contact Linda 

Resnick, (405) 340-3305.

13 Bingo at St. Joseph’s parish, 
Norman in the gym. Light sup-
per is served at 6:30 p.m. Games 
begin at 7 p.m. with a fi rst ses-
sion, followed by a second session 
around 8:30 p.m. Each 10 game 
packet is $5, includes one free 
Blackout game.

14 Third annual Center of Fami-
ly Love “Love Run.”  The day will 
also feature a bike parade at 11 
a.m. around the Center of Family 
Love and vendor booths. Registra-
tion is $30 for each driver – wheth-
er motorcycle or automobile – and 
$10 for each passenger. To regis-
ter, visit www.centeroffam ilylove.
org, click “donate now” and, under 
“gift registration,” choose the Love 
Run from the drop-down menu. 

14 Engaging New Leaders in 
Parish Ministry. For Priests, Dea-
cons, Ministry leaders, and anyone 
interested in engaging more peo-
ple in MINISTRY. At  St. Charles 
Borromeo Catholic Church, 5024 
N. Grove Avenue, Oklahoma City, 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The speaker 
will be Jeffry Odell Korgen, Execu-
tive Director of Planning and Com-
munications Catholic Diocese of 
Metuchen, New Jersey. Registra-
tion is $10 and the deadline June 
6. Contact Becky at bvanpool@
cathol iccharitiesok.o rg or (405) 
523-3003.

Cabrini Wellness Ministry – a 
work of the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City, in partnership with 
Catholic Charities – addresses 
suicide prevention, response and 
education in the archdiocese. 
The Ministry will offer “Question, 
Persuade and Refer” trainings for 
parish staff, clergy and ministry 
leaders in the Ardmore/Lawton 
and Woodward/Enid areas. QPR 
training equips educators, par-
ents, clergy and ministry leaders 
with an approach to addressing 
someone who may be suicidal. It 
is not therapy or treatment, but 

teaches a way to reach out and 
offer hope to those who feel there 
is no hope. 

The trainings are limited to 
30 participants per session and 
require a minimum of 10 regis-
trants. Training will be offered 
to parents and additional minis-
try leaders at a future time. For 
more information or to register, 
contact Amy Shipman or Aimee 
Ryan in the Catholic Charities 
Saint Joseph’s Counseling Cen-
ter at either (405) 524-0969 or 1 
(800) 375-8514.
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learn more, call
Kevin Pierce at
405-514-7660.

Does your
family have

the strength of
the shield?

Call your agent today to learn more
about the Knights of Columbus and
the great products we have to offer.

“My husband Kevin was so
passionate about the
importance of taking care of
our family. He was the kind of
guy people would look at and
say, ‘That is the kind of father
or husband I want to be.’ 

“I know too many people
who don’t have life
insurance and haven’t taken
the steps to protect their
family. 

“Now, I am an advocate
for life insurance. Without
it, I would have ended up in
bankruptcy, questioning
how I would have raised the
kids.”  — Dorothy, a K of C
insured member’s widow
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Richard.Moore@
kofc.org
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Jody Snowder
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Jody.Snowder@
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Robert.Blakely@
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Troy Snow
918-856-9303
Troy.Snow@kofc.org
Councils: 1104, 1302,
1677, 10388, 11194,
11734, 11959, 13313,
14248, 775, 4519,
7392, 9333, 14106

Chad McAulif
918-284-0685
Chad.McAulif@
kofc.org
Councils: 6606, 962,
4804, 9668, 4721, 7395,
8433, 13828, 3167,
14448, 14220, 11633

Michael Calhoun
405-990-0572
Michael.Calhoun@
kofc.org
Councils: 965, 1287,
5396, 5759, 4026, 
4598, 11909, 4889,
9583, 9900, 2604

To watch an
agent in action,
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Approaching feast of Pentecost calls Catholics to 
renew relationship with Christ and His Church

Fifty days after rejoicing in Jesus’ paschal tri-
umph over death itself, the Church commem-
orates his lasting gift of the Holy Spirit in the 
celebration of Pentecost Sunday.  On the feast 
of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descended upon 
Christ’s apostles and aided them in telling all 
people of the good news of Jesus Christ, most 
notably by allowing them to communicate to 
people who spoke different languages.  Thus, 
the mission of the Church is to evangelize the 
nations through spreading the joy of the Gos-
pel of Christ.

This year, parishioners throughout central 
and western Oklahoma are praying in a par-
ticular, concentrated way for an outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit on the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City. At the invitation of the archdiocesan 
Offi ce of New Evangelization, parishes distrib-
uted copies of the Novena to the Holy Spirit to 
parishioners and urged them to unite in prayer 
in the nine days leading up to Pentecost. The 
novena began May 30 and continues until 
Saturday, June 6. That means it’s not too late 
to join the novena; download a copy at www.ar-
chokc.org/new-evangelization/resource-room.

In addition, the Offi ce of New Evangelization 
will soon hold a conference to aid parishes 
in returning to evangelization as the primary 

mission of the Church. Carole Brown, Ph.D., 
head of the Offi ce of the New Evangelization 
said the purpose of the Summer Parish Lead-
ership Summit is to help “parishes shift from 
maintenance to mission, and to understand 
their particular mission as a center of apostolic 
formation of the laity.”

The conference, which will begin the evening 
of Wednesday, June 25, and conclude the 
evening of the following day, will take place at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center in Oklahoma City.  
The conference is for leaders of the parish, in-
cluding the parish priests.  Peter Andrastek of 
Evangelical Catholic will be the keynote speak-
er.

Brown said, “Andrastek will be sharing a 
methodology for how to focus the energy of the 
parish to be more effective in its mission to 
form intentional disciples.  He will be introduc-
ing the ‘big ideas’ and then the parish teams 
will need to discuss how the concepts would 
apply to their local situations.”

This important work is directly tied to the 
Holy Spirit.  In his seminal document “Evan-
gelization in the Modern World,” Pope Paul 
VI said that the Church should offer, “a fresh 
forward impulse, capable of creating within a 
Church still more fi rmly rooted in the undying 
power and strength of Pentecost, a period of 
evangelization … To reveal Jesus Christ and 

His Gospel to those who do not know has been, 
ever since the morning of Pentecost, the funda-
mental program which the Church has taken 
on as received from her Founder.”

At the heart of the mission of evangelization 
is relationship, according to Andrastek.  In his 
article, “5 Things Parishes Are Doing Wrong 
for the New Evangelization,” he emphasizes 
this point by saying, “Disciples make disciples.  
Saints make saints.  The program may have 
amazing content, but a DVD will not hold you 
accountable to a prayer life.  A book will not 
pray for you.  A CD will not answer your phone 
call when you are having a crisis … Our par-
ishes will not make Saints until we stop asking 
programs to do the work for us.”

Andrastek continues by adding that a renew-
al of members’ relationship to Christ through 
his Church is of the upmost importance.  He 
says, “Interior conversion leads to discipleship 
… Evangelization is not a business enterprise.  
Deep discipleship and a burning heart for the 
lost lead to fruitfulness.”

The Summer Parish Leadership Summit is an 
opportunity for attendees to adhere their lives 
more closely to Christ.  Registration is $35 and 
must be done by June 12.

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick is a freelance 
writer and math tutor living in Oklahoma City.

By Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick
For the Sooner Catholic

Local and national depictions of Pen-
tecost in stained glass: At left, stained 
glass at Saint Joseph Church in Ada 
(Photo by Cara Koenig/Sooner Cath-
olic), above from a church in New 
York (CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz, 
Long Island Catholic) and at right 
from Saint Mary in Medford (Photo 
by Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic)


