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Go Make Disciples

Archbishop Coakley blesses Saint Anthony renovated chapel
Honors Archbishop Emeritus Beltran

A special Mass was celebrated 
by Archbishop Paul Coakley this 
month to bless the renovated Saint 
Anthony Hospital Chapel.

During his homily, Archbish-
op Coakley said, “This is a day of 
rejoicing for we have come togeth-
er to offer this new church, new 
chapel to God. We give thanks for 
the opportunity to see it so beauti-
fully renewed.”

Tom and Judy Love made a 
generous donation to Saint An-
thony Foundation to renovate the 
42 year-old chapel in honor of 
Archbishop Emeritus Eusebius J. 
Beltran.

“In your renovation of this 
chapel, you ensure the continuing 
presence of Our Lord Jesus on the 
grounds of Saint Anthony,” Arch-
bishop Beltran said. “This hospital 
was built upon the Eucharistic 
presence of Jesus Christ. It was 
always my regular routine to stop 
here on my way to visit patients, 
and I was shocked because it was 
never empty. There was always 
someone here praying.” 

The renovation included many 
updates, including the addition of 
a stained glass window – almost a 
century old – of Saint Anthony at 
the chapel entry.

Built in 1973, with more than 
27,000 visitors a year, the chapel 
has brought hope and comfort to 
many people.

“The chapel is a place of refuge 
and worship for patients, family 
members, staff and physicians,” 
said Karen Green, director of Pas-
toral Services. “The very spirit of 
the chapel brings consolation and 
strength to people of all faiths.”

“We are truly appreciative of the 
generous donation made by the 
Love family. With their kind gift, 
we were able to enhance the Saint 
Anthony chapel, resulting in a 
lovely place of worship, where our 
patients, guests and staff can fi nd 
peace and comfort,” said Tammy 
Powell, president of Saint Anthony 
Hospital.

Local bishop describes ‘a very, very frightening scene’ in Nepal

KATHMANDU, NEPAL — Nepal’s bishop has 
given a graphic account of the country’s cata-
strophic April 25 earthquake, describing how 
he was lucky to survive.

In a message to international Catholic charity 
Aid to the Church in Need, Bishop Paul Simick, 
the Vicar Apostolic of Nepal, said he “saw 

houses falling like 
a pack of cards,” 
and that people 
“were running in all directions to save their lives.”

“It was a very, very frightening scene. … I 
myself had to literally run to save my life.”

He continued: “Repeated aftershocks – just 
now there was one [and] I had to run away 
from my offi ce – have made people frightened 
so they have left their houses and pitched 
tarpaulin tents on the streets and open 
fi elds.”

With more than 5,000 confi rmed deaths, 
the bishop added that local radio reports 
had predicted a rise in the death toll as more 
bodies are recovered. “I saw animals killed by 
falling cow sheds and stone walls,” he added. 
“I saw the dry landslides after the shake all 
over the hills where I was.”

The bishop described the devastating 
impact of the earthquake on Nepal’s small 
Catholic community, numbering just 10,000 

faithful. “Here in Kathmandu city, many Cath-
olic families have cracks in their houses or ma-
jor damage … many of our churches, schools, 
convents and other institutions have developed 
precarious cracks.”

Bishop Simick stressed the problems of 
trying to assess the situation on the ground, 
describing the crippling impact of communica-
tions breakdown, impassable roads, no domes-
tic fl ights, and entire communities still cut off 
from any help.

Reporting on the suffering of Catholic com-
munities, he described how some faithful had 
lost their lives in a mission station which takes 
three days by foot to reach from the capital. He 
said that on Monday “one helicopter went to 
see the place and victims, but because of bad 
weather it could not land and saw nothing.”

The bishop added, “I would also like to 
request your prayer support for the victims’ 
families who have lost loved ones, those who 
are still missing loved ones and those who are 
seriously injured.”

 John Pontifex is a senior journalist for Aid to 
the Church in Need, an international Catholic 
charity under the guidance of the Holy See, pro-
viding assistance to the suffering and persecut-
ed Church in more than 140 countries.

By John Pontifex
Aid to the Church in Need

Archbishop Coakley celebrates Mass in the renovated chapel of St. Anthony Hospital 
with Archbishop Emeritus Beltran and Fr. George Parackal, Chaplain. Deacon Rick 
Boothe assisted. Photo Diane Clay.

Visit www.crs.org 
to donate to the 
relief fund.

Earthquake survivors 
of Harsiddhi village 
on the outskirts of 
Kathmandu, Nepal, 
retrieve belongings 
from their destroyed 
homes April 29, fi ve 
days after a major 
earthquake struck 
the region. CNS pho-
to/Anto Akkara.
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

St. Francis of Assisi 
parish’s annual Internation-
al Dinner is June 20. Visit 
our briefs section for more 
information.

Check our jobs box to 
learn more about teaching 
opportunities in the archdi-
ocese.

This year'sFortnight for 
Freedom: Freedom to Bear 
Witness, is scheduled to 
take place June 21 to July 
4. More information avail-
able online.

Plus, don’t miss daily up-
dates on Facebook, Twit-

ter and Instagram!

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
May 17 – Confi rmation, 5 p.m., St. James, OKC
May 19 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis De Sales Chapel at Catholic Pastoral Center
May 19 – Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School graduation, 7:30 p.m., BMCHS auditorium
May 20 – Presbyteral Council Meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC
May 20 – Confi rmation, 6 p.m., Holy Angels, OKC
May 21 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis De Sales Chapel at CPC
May 22 – Mount St. Mary High School graduation, 7 p.m., St. Mark, Norman
May 23 – Deacon Day of Recollection, 9 a.m., CPC
May 23 – Confi rmation, 5 p.m., Sts. Peter and Paul, Kingfi sher
May 24 – Confi rmation, 10 a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
May 25 – Memorial Day Mass, 8 a.m., Resurrection Cemetery
May 26 – Archdiocesan Review Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
May 27 – Personnel Board meeting, 10:30 a.m., CPC
May 27 – Vocations Board meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
May 28 – Catholic Charities Board meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities offi ce
May 28 – Elevator dedication, 6:30 p.m., Holy Name, Chickasha
May 29 – Catholic Relief Services Budget and Finance Committee teleconference, Noon
May 30 – Catholic Daughters luncheon, Noon, CPC
May 30 – Confi rmation, 5 p.m., St. Andrew, Moore
May 31 – Confi rmation, 9 a.m., St. Joseph, Union City
May 31 – ADF Archbishop’s Circle appreciation event, 5 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Novenas are not as common of a form of popular 
piety as they once were. But, they are still with us. 
The practice of praying a novena, which is a prayer 
of petition that spans nine days, often has been used 
to seek special favors or to prepare for major events 
or special feast days. In the days leading up to my 
installation as the Archbishop of Oklahoma City, the 
archdiocesan family was invited to pray a novena 
seeking God’s blessing upon the ministry I was about 
to undertake.

 The fi rst novena, which set the pattern for subse-
quent novenas, was the nine-day period of prayer-
ful anticipation following the Lord’s Ascension and 
leading up to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 
Pentecost. Jesus had urged the apostles not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to await the promised gift of the Fa-
ther for “in a few days you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:5). 

On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descend-
ed with power upon the apostles and 
disciples who had gathered in one 
place. Accompanied by the sound of 
a driving wind and tongues of fl ame 
which settled upon each of them the 
Holy Spirit transformed this band of 
timid believers into bold missionary 
disciples. Immediately, they went into 
the streets of Jerusalem and began to 
bear witness fearlessly to the Resur-
rection of Jesus. 

It was on the day of Pentecost that the mystery 
of the Church was made manifest. Pentecost is the 
birthday of the Church. That day, the Holy Spirit 
gave the decisive impulse to the apostolic mission of 
proclaiming Good News to the nations. That mission 
continues to this day.

The Church’s mission is to evangelize, that is, to 
announce the Good News to all persons. What is that 
good news? Pope Francis expresses the heart of the 
Gospel message beautifully in his apostolic exhorta-
tion, “The Joy of the Gospel.” 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; 
and now he is living at your side every day to enlight-
en, strengthen and free you” (164).

In our time, the mission to evangelize is receiving a 
renewed emphasis.

We are each being called to embrace our role in a 
new evangelization. We’ve been hearing a lot about 
this, but still we may wonder, “What’s new about it?” 
It is certainly not the content or the message that 
is new. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today 
and forever! But, it is new because it calls for a new 
ardor, for new methods and a new way of expressing 
that age old message in language and a witness that 

is fresh and credible to 
people in today’s cultur-
al settings. 

Perhaps the most 
startlingly new element 
in the new evangeliza-
tion is its focus is on 
the baptized. In Bap-
tism, we have received 
the supernatural ca-
pacity to believe, but 
in many cases, faith has become dormant. Many of 
the baptized have become functional atheists. That 
is, though many may claim to believe, they do not 
act or live in a way that demonstrates that they have 
really given sovereign control over their lives to Jesus 
Christ. The new evangelization recognizes that the 
evangelizer (you and me) also has to be evangelized! 
Our faith needs to be reawakened!

Evangelization is principally the 
work of the Holy Spirit. It is the 
presence of the Holy Spirit who is 
the source of our joy when we have 
encountered the mercy of Jesus in a 
personal way.

If our efforts in service of a new 
evangelization are to be fruitful, we 
need a new Pentecost. Pope Fran-
cis writes, “Spirit-fi lled evangelizers 
means evangelizers fearlessly open to 

the working of the Holy Spirit.
At Pentecost, the Spirit made the apostles go forth 

from themselves and turned them into heralds of 
God’s wondrous deeds, capable of speaking to each 
person in his or her own language. The Holy Spirit 
also grants the courage to proclaim the newness of 
the Gospel with boldness in every time and place, 
even when it meets with opposition.

Let us call upon him today, fi rmly rooted in prayer, 
for without prayer all our activity risks being fruitless 
and our message empty. Jesus wants evangelizers 
who proclaim the good news not only with words, but 
above all by a life transfi gured by God’s presence.”

As we approach the end of the Easter season, we 
again are preparing to celebrate the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit in the liturgical feast of Pentecost (May 
24).

Like the apostles and disciples during that fi rst 
novena leading up to Pentecost, I invite you to pray 
expectantly for the coming of the Holy Spirit to renew 
our hearts. The Offi ce of New Evangelization has pre-
pared a simple novena to the Holy Spirit. Please use it 
to pray for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in a new 
Pentecost in our lives and in the Church.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

A new Pentecost for a new evangelization



Come Holy Spirit, fi ll the hearts 
of your faithful and kindle in them 
the fi re of your love.

Send forth your Spirit and they 
shall be created. And You shall 
renew the face of the earth.

O, God, who by the light of the 
Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts 
of the faithful, grant that by the 
same Holy Spirit we may be truly 
wise and ever enjoy His consola-
tions, Through Christ Our Lord,

Amen.

To print or download 
the free novena booklet 
in English, Spanish or 
Vietnamese, go online to 
www.archokc.org.
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Awaiting ecology encyclical, Catholic groups prepare for pope’s message 

WASHINGTON – Few papal 
encyclicals have been as eagerly 
awaited as Pope Francis’ upcoming 
statement on the environment.

While no date other than early 
summer for its release has been 
announced, anticipation is build-
ing among Catholics as well as 
non-Catholics and advocates for 
the environment. Based on the 
pope’s past statements, they ex-
pect the document will call people 
to protect human life and dignity 
through greater appreciation and 
preservation of God’s creation.

What Pope Francis is expected to 
say has its roots in God’s creation 
of the world, Dan Misleh, executive 
director of the Catholic Climate 
Covenant, told the First Friday 
Forum of Lorain County in Elyria, 
Ohio, in early April.

“Pope Francis is fi rst a priest and 
a pastor,” Misleh explained. “He is 
a Catholic Christian who is refl ect-
ing on and articulating the best of 
our tradition. … Let us remember 
that what Pope Francis is offering 
here and will offer in the encycli-
cal is not new teaching, but a new 
application of that old teaching.”

That understanding has made 
it easier for organizations such as 
the U.S. and Australian Catholic 
bishops’ conferences, Catholic 
Relief Services, Catholic advocacy 
groups and local environmen-
tal ministry programs to prepare 
resources for disseminating and 
implementing the pope’s message.

The encyclical and follow-up pro-
grams are being seen as a way to 
build momentum for Pope Francis’ 
fi rst U.S. visit in September and 
move world leaders to reach a cli-
mate change pact during the U.N. 
Climate Change Conference meet-
ing in Paris Nov. 30-Dec. 11.

“We want to ensure as best we 
can that this encyclical is not just 
written and stuck on a shelf in 
a library and discussed only by 
theologians and others in schools. 
We want this to be a call to ac-

tion,” said Patrick Carolan, exec-
utive director of the Franciscan 
Action Network.

Carolan will be in Rome May 
6-8 to meet with representatives 
of the Global Catholic Climate 
Movement to discuss how they can 
best develop and share resources 
based on Pope Francis’ message. A 
handful of GCCM members were to 
meet with Pope Francis during an 
audience May 6.

The U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops will discuss steps to 
spread the encyclical’s message 
during its spring meeting in June 
in St. Louis.

“As with any encyclical, I think 
the conference is going to give an 
analysis, a read of it, provide some 
content for people who want to get 
to know the document,” said Mark 
Rohlena, director of the bishops’ 

Offi ce of Domestic Social Devel-
opment and its Environmental 
Justice Program.

CRS planned to highlight its 
work around the world in commu-
nities already affected by climate 
change, said Joan Rosenhauer, 
executive vice president for U.S. 
operations for the agency. 

“He’s been talking about the in-
tersection of the environment and 
humanity and the dignity of every 
person and care for the poor,” 
Rosenhauer explained. “We can 
illustrate what he has been talking 
about.”

Around the world, church orga-
nizations and Catholic environ-
mental advocates are preparing 
educational programs, pamphlets, 
study guides, classroom aids and 
special events to introduce and 
share Pope Francis’ message.

The real effect of the encycli-
cal will be felt locally in parishes, 
schools and neighborhoods.

Father Robert Sanson, senior pa-
rochial vicar at Saint Peter Parish 
in North Ridgeville, Ohio, is ex-
pecting to use the encyclical as a 
way to share the church’s teaching 
with parishioners who may not be 
familiar with it.

“I hope to be able to carefully ar-
ticulate the difference between the 
church’s moral position and politi-
cal posturing that creates so much 
divisiveness,” he said. “We have 
to raise the issues of fracking, of 
capital punishment, of ethical in-
vesting and hope they will create a 
conversation as Pope Francis has 
asked us.”

By Dennis Sadowski 
Catholic News Service 

Marine biologist Jean Wiener meets with high school students in late January to discuss their threatened natural resources 
along the coastal area of Caracol, Haiti. CNS photo/Romeo Ranoco, Goldman Environmental Prize handout via Reuters.

Being Christian is service, not ‘makeup’ for a pretty soul, pope says 

VATICAN CITY – Being Chris-
tian is humbly serving others, not 
applying “makeup” to your soul to 
make it prettier, Pope Francis said.

“To be Christian is to do what 
Jesus did – serve,” he said in a 
homily during Mass in the chapel 
of his residence, the Domus Sanc-
tae Marthae.

Thinking about oneself and 
being self-centered “is a sin, it’s a 
habit we have to break,” he said, 
according to Vatican Radio. Just 
ask for forgiveness and pray “that 
the Lord convert us,” he added.

“To be Christian isn’t about 
appearances or social conduct, it 
isn’t putting a bit of makeup on 
the soul so that it’s a little more 
beautiful,” he said.

A Christian serves others and 
people should ask themselves, “Do 

I have others serve me, do I take 
advantage of others, the commu-
nity, the parish, my family, my 

friends or do I serve, am I at the 
service of others?” he said.

Being a Christian also is about 

recognizing that one is part of an 
entire people on a journey with 
God, not an individual whose spir-
ituality is concocted in an abstract 
or controlled environment, like a 
laboratory, he said.

God has made his people “walk 
for centuries in order to reach” 
maturity, “the fullness of time,” he 
said.

“How many sinners, how many 
offenses” along this journey, this 
long history of sin and grace, he 
said. “Our history must take on 
saints and sinners. It is my per-
sonal history, everyone’s, it must 
take on our sin.”

God’s grace is always there, 
he said, because he is “with us, 
accompanying us in (our) sin in 
order to forgive and accompanying 
us in grace. There is no Christian 
identity without history.”

Pope Francis greets a child. CNS photo/Giampiero Sposito, Reuters.

By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 



This past month, the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City was one of 
20 host sites for the New Evange-
lization Summit sponsored by the 
Diocese of Ottawa. Among other 
things, participants heard that “a 
new evangelization needs a new 
Pentecost.”

We tend to think of Pentecost 
as an event that happened a long 
time ago, after Jesus ascended 
into heaven. The apostles were told 
to go into Jerusalem and “and wait 
until you are clothed with power 
from on high.”

The apostles waited and prayed 
in the Upper Room with Our Lady 
for nine days — the Church’s fi rst 
novena! And then the Holy Spirit 
came to them in a powerful 
way, described in Acts 2. The 
power they received from the 
Holy Spirit transformed them in 
spite of all their weakness and 
insecurities, and enabled this 
unlikely bunch to burst out of 
the Upper Room and go change 
the world with their words and 
their miracles.

Ever since the Second Vati-
can Council was convened by 
Pope John XXIII, the popes 
have been urging us to pray for 
a new Pentecost in our day.

Pope John XXIII opened the 
Second Vatican Council with 
this plea to the Holy Spirit, “Re-
new your wonders in this our 
day, as by a second Pentecost.”

Blessed Pope Paul VI, in his 
apostolic exhortation, “Evangeliza-
tion in the Modern World,” con-
fi rmed the need to reconnect the 
mission of the Church with Pen-
tecost. The bishops of the world, 
he said, sought “a fresh forward 
impulse, capable of creating within 
a Church still more fi rmly rooted 
in the undying power and strength 
of Pentecost a new period of evan-
gelization” (EN 2).

 He went on to declare that the 
Holy Spirit is “the principle agent 
of evangelization: it is He who 
impels each individual to proclaim 
the Gospel, and it is He who in the 
depths of consciences causes the 
word of salvation to be accepted 
and understood” (EN 75).

Saint John Paul II also was 
emphatic about the need for this 
experience of the power of the Holy 
Spirit. On Pentecost Sunday in 
1998, he addressed all the new ec-
clesial communities in Rome with 
some rather astonishing words.

“Whenever the Spirit intervenes, 
he leaves people astonished. He 
brings about events of amazing 
newness; he radically changes 
persons and history. This was 
the unforgettable experience of 
the Second Vatican Ecumenical 
Council during which, under the 
guidance of the same Spirit, the 
Church rediscovered the char-
ismatic dimension as one of her 
constitutive elements: ‘It is not 
only through the sacraments and 
the ministrations of the Church 
that the Holy Spirit makes holy the 
people, leads them and enriches 
them with his virtues. Allotting 
his gifts according as he wills (cf. 

1 Cor 12:11), he also distributes 
special graces among the faithful 
of every rank. … He makes them 
fi t and ready to undertake various 
tasks and offi ces for the renewal 
and building up of the Church’” 
(Lumen gentium, n.12).

“The institutional and charis-
matic aspects are co-essential as 
it were to the Church’s constitu-
tion. They contribute, although 
differently, to the life, renewal and 
sanctifi cation of God’s People. It 
is from this providential rediscov-
ery of the Church’s charismatic 
dimension that, before and after 
the Council, a remarkable pattern 
of growth has been established 
for ecclesial movements and new 
communities.”

Ten years later, Pope Benedict 
XVI also called for a renewal of the 
sense of Pentecost in the Church. 

Pentecost, he said, is “in a 
special way, the baptism of the 
Church who undertakes her uni-
versal mission beginning from the 
streets of Jerusalem with prodi-
gious preaching in the different 
languages of humanity. … In this 
baptism of the Holy Spirit, the per-
sonal and communal dimensions – 
the ‘I’ of the disciple and the ‘we’ of 

the Church – are inseparable.”
“The Spirit consecrates the per-

son and at the same time makes 
him a living member of the mysti-
cal body of Christ, participant in 
the mission to witness to his love. 
… Today, I would like to extend 
this invitation to everyone: Let us 
rediscover, dear brothers and sis-
ters, the beauty of being baptized 

in the Holy Spirit; let us be 
aware again of our baptism and 
of our confi rmation, sources of 
grace that are always present. 
... Let us ask the Virgin Mary 
to obtain a renewed Pentecost 
for the Church again today, a 
Pentecost that will spread in 
everyone the joy of living and 
witnessing to the Gospel.”

As we prepare to celebrate 
the Feast of Pentecost on May 
24, I encourage parishes, 
prayer groups and individuals 
to consider praying the Novena 
to the Holy Spirit. The novena 
began on Friday, May 15, and 
fi nishes on the Vigil of Pente-
cost. Booklets are available on 
the archdiocesan website at 
www.archokc.org.

The Holy Spirit’s power is un-
predictable — does he still have 
permission to surprise us? As we 
embark upon the New Evangeli-
zation, it is so important to foster 
personal and communal devotion 
to the Holy Spirit, and to seek a 
kind of “personal” experience of 
Pentecost. I urge everyone to offer 
say to the Holy Spirit regularly, 
“Lord, I’m open. I want to receive 
all that you want to give me.” 
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A New Evangelization needs a new Pentecost

“The Holy Spirit makes 
us look to the horizon and 
drive us to the very out-
skirts of existence in order 
to proclaim life in Jesus 
Christ. Let us ask our-
selves: do we tend to stay 
closed in on ourselves, on 
our group, or do we let the 
Holy Spirit open us to mis-
sion?” – Pope Francis,
May 2013

Carole Brown
Director of New 
Evangelization
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Making a Difference

The courageous witness of Blessed Oscar Romero
Who would have predicted it?
Who would have imagined on 

Feb. 23, 1977, the day of his ap-
pointment as Archbishop of San 
Salvador, that the highly conserva-
tive Oscar Romero – who was sus-
picious of the Catholic Church’s 
involvement in political activism 
– would die a martyr’s death for 
courageously defending his people 
against the murderous assaults of 
the Salvadoran government, mili-
tary and right-wing death squads?

Romero’s appointment was 
welcomed by the government, but 
many priests were not happy. They 
suspected their new archbishop 
would insist they cut all ties to 
liberation theology’s defense of the 
poor. 

One of the priests who worked 
with Romero, Father Inocencio 
Alas, recalled key moments lead-
ing to the archbishop’s dramatic 
conversion. 

According to Alas, the archbish-
op began realizing that the poor 
laborers waiting for work at the 
coffee plantations were sleeping on 
the sidewalks. 

“What can be done”? Romero 
asked. Alas replied, “Look at that 
big house where the school used to 

be. Open it up!” And Romero did. 
Next, he started talking with 

those poor workers, and began to 
understand their problems. 

But, Romero had diffi culty be-
lieving Alas’ claim that plantation 
owners treated workers unjustly. 
Alas said, “Why don’t you go to the 
plantation of this friend of yours … 
Go fi nd out for yourself.” 

The most important event affect-
ing Romero’s decision to whole-
heartedly stand with the poor and 
oppressed was the assassination 
of his close friend Jesuit Father 
Rutilio Grande; who was promot-
ing land reform, worker unions 
and organizing communities to 
have a greater voice regarding 
their own lives.

Romero, who was deeply in-
spired by Grande said, “When I 
looked at Rutilio lying there dead I 
thought, ‘if they have killed him for 
doing what he did, then I too have 
to walk the same path.’”

In a letter to U.S. President Jim-
my Carter, Romero warned con-
tinued U.S. aid to the government 
of El Salvador “will surely increase 
injustices here and sharpen the 
repression.” Romero asked Carter 
to stop all military assistance to 
the Salvadoran government.

Carter ignored Romero. And 
later, President Ronald Reagan 
greatly increased military aid.

During his March 23, 1980, 
Sunday national radio homily, 
Romero said, “I would like to make 
an appeal in a special way to the 
men of the army. … You kill your 
own campesino brothers and 

sisters. … The law of God must 
prevail that says: Thou shalt not 
kill! No soldier is obliged to obey 
an order against the law of God. 
… In the name of God, and in the 
name of this suffering people … I 
beg you … I order you in the name 
of God: Stop the repression!”

The next day while presiding at 
Mass in the chapel of the hospital 
compound where he lived, Rome-
ro’s loving heart was pierced with 
an assassin’s bullet. 

On May 23, the holy archbishop 
of San Salvador will henceforth be 
known as Blessed Oscar Rome-
ro. But, for the people of Central 
America, especially the poor and 
oppressed, he is already known as 
Saint Oscar Romero. 

Tony Magliano is an internation-
ally syndicated social justice and 
peace columnist.

Tony Magliano
Syndicated social 
justice columnist

This painting of Salvadoran Archbishop 
Oscar Romero is located in the lower 
level of the Cathedral of San Salvador. 
CNS photo/Octavio Duran.

School News

Above: Sacred Heart, El 
Reno, students place in 
Regional Science Fair.

Left: Sydnie Hallis, 
Sacred Heart, El Reno, 
wins 3rd place in the 
Oklahoma State Science 
and Engineering Fair.

Bottom: Fr. Rick Stans-
berry hosted a dinner for 
23 of the more than 30 
graduating high school 
seniors of Christ the 
King parish who have 
been altar servers since 
fifth grade.
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Good Shepherd School marks Autism Awareness Month

It was hard to tell who was having more fun 
— the students or the staff — at this month’s 
carnival at Good Shepherd School at Mercy.

The outdoor carnival was held on April 30 
to mark the conclusion of Autism Awareness 
Month. 

Autism Awareness Month was established to 
promote awareness and acceptance of autism 
and those affected by it. The entire month was 
celebrated nationwide with unique fundraising 
and awareness raising events such as walks, 
conferences and “going blue” events. 

At Good Shepherd School, students enjoyed 
popcorn, ice cream, and other treats as well 
as face painting, a bubble making machine, 
and games like Pin the Tail on the Donkey. A 
clown was on hand to create balloon art for the 
students.

Charleston’s restaurant provided a bouncy 
house, and employees of Charleston’s staffed 
activities and games.

A highlight of the day was OKC Thunder’s 
mascot, Rumble the Bison. Rumble was pro-
vided for the carnival by the Oklahoma City 
Thunder.

Pat Filer is the director at Good Shepherd 
School. Filer has been working to promote 
awareness of the program at Good Shepherd 
by meeting with state agency directors and 
community outreach directors. The school has 
been visited by several state legislators, includ-
ing state Rep. Jason Nelson, who is a member 
of the legislature’s Committee on Common 
Education.

Filer reports that many parents at Good 
Shepherd have said the school has given them 
hope for the future. 

“It is really wonderful for me to see the posi-
tive impact that Good Shepherd has had on the 
lives of the children and their families.”

Last year, Good Shepherd had 16 students 
enrolled. This year, there are 21 students with 
four more coming by June.

A goal of the school is to return students to 
regular schools, public and private, and to re-
turn them to typical classrooms. In 2014, two 
students from Good Shepherd transitioned to 
regular education, and this summer, four will 

re-enter regular school programs.
The program at Good Shepherd focuses on 

Applied Behavior Analysis, or ABA. ABA is a 
method based on the principles and techniques 
of human learning. ABA is used to improve 
socially signifi cant behaviors such as commu-
nication and other social skills.

At Good Shepherd, students are provided 
with a highly individualized plan that enables 
them to achieve measurable skill improvements 
in areas such as reading and language, behav-
ior and personal care.

Good Shepherd is a collaborative effort on 
the part of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, 
Mercy Health Systems and the University of 
Central Oklahoma. Good Shepherd is a UCO 
Model and Demonstration Site.

Faculty and graduate students from UCO’s 
psychology department of the college of edu-
cation participate in the program. A clinical 
support team from UCO provides guidance and 
support to the staff. The team is comprised 

of education professionals, including board cer-
tifi ed behavior analysts, behavior intervention-
ists and ABA supervising interns.

Parent training is made available as well as 
opportunities for parents to observe and en-
gage in direct therapy at the school. 

Scott Singleton, UCO assistant professor in 
the department of psychology, is the clinical 
director at Good Shepherd.

“We’re using the latest research to guide our 
practices,” he said. 

Director Filer notes that, “These programs 
work; they are proven effective in developing 
positive outcomes.”

Being at the leading edge in the education of 
children with autism allows the school to serve 
as a learning resource for education profes-
sionals in the area.

“Visitors from other schools can come and 
learn,” Singleton said.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Students and their families celebrate Autism Awareness Month at Good Shepherd School. Photo J.E. Helm.

Catholic nurses honored by Catholic Foundation
The Catholic Foundation of 

Oklahoma honored two nurses 
Tuesday for their exemplary care 
and ministry during the Interna-
tional Nurse’s Day Mass and din-
ner at the Church of the Epiphany 
of the Lord in northwest Oklahoma 
City.

The 2015 Catholic Nurse of 
the Year Award was presented to 
Maria Avers, parish nurse at Our 
Lady of Sorrows in Chandler.

Avers resides in Carney with her 
husband, Tracy, and two daugh-
ters, Krysti and Kayla, and son, 
Kyle. Maria Avers approached 
Rev. James Mickus at Our Lady 
of Sorrows to discuss the need 
for a nursing ministry within her 
parish. She volunteered to develop 
and oversee this initiative for Our 
Lady’s parish and its sister parish, 
Saint Louis in Stroud. 

Father Mickus said in his nom-
ination of Maria, “Her proposal 
became a reality, and since in-
ception has been a blessing and 
of signifi cant benefi t because of 
her wellspring of knowledge and 

expertise. … She embraces her 
nursing career with a servant’s 
heart and fervent healing hands – 
to work with and minister to the 
sick, the wounded, the poor, the 
physically weak and the power-
less. … She keeps close tabs on 
and provides encouragement for 
the homebound, the poor, and the 
sick of the parish, making home 
and hospital visits when possible; 
and brings Communion to those 
who cannot attend Mass. Maria is 
a dedicated nurse and undeniably 
deserves this award.”

The annual award is given to a 
Catholic registered nurse who has 

made a signifi cant nursing contri-
bution to a parish in the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City. The award 
includes a plaque, a cash award 
for $500, and a cash award to the 
parish in the recipient’s honor for 
$500. 

The foundation presented the 
2015 Heart of Catholic Nursing 
Ministry Award to Mary Diane 
Steltenkamp, the priest’s nurse for 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

The award is presented to a 
nurse who shows extraordinary 
dedication and service in their fi eld 
of vocation. 

In his nomination of Stelten-

kamp, Rev. Scott Boeckman, the 
priest’s vicar for the archdiocese, 
and pastor at Saint Joseph in Nor-
man, said, “We had high expec-
tations when the idea of a priest 
nurse became a reality two years 
ago. Mary Diane has exceeded all 
of those original expectations. She 
has helped to create a culture of 
wellness among the priests of the 
archdiocese. … She attends to the 
retired priests who need special at-
tention with their health care and 
also to the international priests 
who are new to our health care 
system. She has treated all of the 
priests as precious commodities 
with human dignity and love.”

The heart award includes a 
plaque and a cash award for $500.  

The Nurse’s Day Mass and 
dinner was sponsored by Catholic 
Charities Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, Epiphany of the Lord, Mercy 
Health Center and Saint Anthony 
Hospital.

Left, Maria Avers receives the 2015 Nurse of the Year Award. Right, Mary Diane 
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Archdiocese honors Memorial Day

Memorial Day weekend often is 
simply a celebration of the begin-
ning of summer. However, it is 
important for all of us to refl ect on 
the real meaning of the holiday.

Memorial Day is a day of remem-
brance, a day to give thanks, and a 
day to honor the men and women 
in the U.S. armed forces who have 
laid down their lives while serving 
our country.

Additionally, it is a day to pray 
for peace all over the world. On 
Memorial Day, we mourn friends 
and family who we have lost in 
service, and pray that their family 
members fi nd peace. 

Several Catholic cemeteries 
around the archdiocese will cele-
brate Mass on Memorial Day. 

Archbishop Coakley will cele-
brate Mass at 8 a.m. at Resurrec-
tion Cemetery in northwest Okla-
homa City. Archbishop Emeritus 
Beltran will celebrate Mass at 11 
a.m.

 Father Charles Murphy will 
celebrate Mass at 10 a.m. at Saint 
Patrick’s Cemetery, NW 234 be-
tween Council Road and County 
Line Road, followed by a potluck 
lunch. Attendees are encouraged 
to bring folding chairs, umbrellas 
and a food item to share. 

 In Woodward, Father Joe 
Arledge will celebrate Mass at Elm-
wood Cemetery at 10 a.m. Attend-
ees should bring folding chairs 
and umbrellas. In case of inclem-

ent weather, Mass will be held 
inside at Saint Peter.

In Norman, Father Boeck-
man will celebrate Mass at 
Saint Joseph’s Cemetery at 10 
a.m., followed by light refresh-
ments provided by the Knights 
of Columbus. Attendees are 
asked to bring folding chairs 
and umbrellas. Saint Joseph’s 
Cemetery recently installed a 
new columbarium, which will be 
dedicated following Mass.

In addition to attending Mass 
and prayer, Americans are 
encouraged to observe the Na-
tional Moment of Remembrance 
beginning at 3 p.m. on Memori-
al Day.

Sally Linhart is a freelance 
writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Sally Linhart
For the Sooner Catholic

Left to right, Fr. 
Tim Luschen, Fr. 
Charles Murphy 
and Fr. Joe Kolb 
celebrate Memorial 
Day Mass at St. 
Patrick’s Cemetery 
in 2002.

Catholic Charities offers recovery to families impacted by storms 

As residents in Bridge Creek, 
Norman and south Oklahoma City 
begin the recovery process follow-
ing the May 6 storms, Catholic 
Charities’ Disaster Relief program 
is mobilizing to offer assistance 
and advice to those affected by the 
tornados, high winds and fl ooding.

Throughout the next few weeks, 
the team will assess available 
resources as well as the needs of 
impacted families to ensure that 
all those who need essential help 
receive it.

“Catholic Charities will always be 
there to help families after storms, 
fl oods and other natural disas-
ters,” said Patrick Raglow, execu-
tive director of Catholic Charities, 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

“Two years ago, we helped 

hundreds of residents in Moore, 
Little Axe and Shawnee thanks 
to the kindness of our donors in 

Oklahoma and throughout the 
country. Although the May 6 
storms weren’t as widespread 
as some previous weather 
events, there is great need in 
Bridge Creek, south Oklahoma 
City and other areas. We hope 
that Oklahomans will support 
our efforts to make these fam-
ilies whole after such a trau-
matizing event.”

While some disaster recovery 
programs assist with short-
term needs, Catholic Charities 
focuses on long-term case 

management and counseling to 
help people for up to two years 
after the storm. Some clients may 
require more in-depth 
assistance ranging from 
clothing and furniture 
replacement to home 
repairs, relocation and 
utility assistance. Even 
families with homeown-
er’s or renter’s insurance 
may need post-disaster 
support to help fi ll the 
gaps that may not be 
covered by their policy 
or that arise during the 
claims process such as 
deposits on new services.

As a member of Oklahoma VOAD 
(Voluntary Organizations Active 
in Disasters), Catholic Charities is 
participating in the Multi-Agency 
Resource Centers (MARC) in south 
Oklahoma City and Bridge Creek. 
Catholic Charities has been on site 
helping storm survivors with lim-
ited fi nancial assistance, resource 
coordination and emotional sup-
port.

“For some families, the path to 
recovery can be diffi cult, but rest 
assured Catholic Charities will be 
there during the process. As our 
experience in Moore has revealed, 
healing is not instantaneous and 
some people need more help than 
others,” Raglow said. “We are still 
assisting families almost two years 
after the May 2013 tornados that 
caused such destruction.”

By Sonny Wilkinson 
Catholic Charities

To learn more about disaster relief 
or to make a monetary donation to 
Catholic Charities’ Disaster Re-
covery Fund, visit http://disaster.
catholiccharitiesok.org or call (405) 
523-3013. All Catholic Charities’ 
services are provided regardless 
of religion, race, gender or nation-
ality.
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Old Cathedral rejoices at 125th anniversary MassCatholic Foundation’s scholarships total $138,000 for 2015
Students receiving Catholic 

Foundation Scholarships for the 
2015-16 school year are:

Taylor Allen – Saint John, Ed-
mond, Oklahoma State University;

Garrett Bannister – Saint John 
Nepomuk, Yukon, Saint Gregory’s 
University;

Zachary L. Berntsen – Saint 
Ann, Elgin, USAO Chickasha;

Kaitlyn Bridges – Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, Sterling, Universi-
ty of Central Oklahoma;

Humberto Cervantes – Saint 
Joseph, Hennessey, Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University;

Vince Dao – Saint Mary, Ard-
more, UCO;

Julia Davidoff – Saint Eugene, 
OKC, SGU;

Khanh P. Do – Saint Andrew 
Dung-Lac, University of Oklaho-
ma;

Darien R. English – Saint Grego-
ry’s Abbey, Shawnee, SGU;

Selena Estrada, Saint Joseph, 
Buffalo, Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University, Alva;

Cash Kencade Forster – Saint 
Thomas More, Norman, OU;

Guadalupe Lupita Gonzalez – 
Saint Joseph, Norman, UCO;

John Grim – Our Lady of Sor-
rows, Chandler, SGU; 

Mary Ann Grover – Saint An-
drew, Moore, Oklahoma City Uni-
versity;

Ashley Haan – Epiphany of the 
Lord, OKC, SGU;

Katherine Harris, Saint Bene-
dict, Shawnee, OU;

Robin Heckes – Saint Joseph, 
Norman, OU; 

Yesenia Hernandez – Saint Mary, 
Clinton, SOSU; 

Christina Hochla – Saint An-
drew, Moore, Marquette Universi-
ty, Milwaukee; 

Christian Hollister – Saints Peter 
and Paul, Hobart, SOSU; 

Kyra Hubble – Epiphany of the 
Lord, OKC, OSU;

Lizabeth Anne Landoll – Blessed 
Sacrament, Lawton, SOSU; 

Lauren Nicole Landoll – Blessed 
Sacrament, Lawton, OSU; 

Samuel Christopher Le – Saint 
Andrew Dung-Lac, Rose State 
College; 

Uytran Khai Le – Saint Andrew 
Dung-Lac, OU;

Dasol Lee – Korean Martyrs, OU;
Alexander Lewis – Saint Francis, 

Enid, OSU; 
Alexandra Annabelle Lewis – 

Saint Francis, Enid, OSU; 
Marisol Lopez – Holy Angels, 

OKC, UCO; 
Ashlee Lusch – Saint Paul, Del 

City, Newman University; 
Ryan McGoffi n – Saint James, 

OKC, SGU; 
Jose Muniz – Immaculate Heart 

of Mary, Calumet, OU; 
Katherine Murphy – Saint Thom-

as More, Norman, SGU; 
Rachel Ngo – Saint James, OKC, 

Rice University; 
Bryan Nguyen – Saint John, 

Edmond, OU;
Lam Nguyen – Saint Andrew 

Dung-Lac, OU; 

John Pham – Saint Andrew 
Dung-Lac, OU; 

Mary Quynh Nhu Pham – Saint 
Andrew Dung-Lac, UCO; 

Anthony Thanh Phamille – Saint 
Andrew Dung-Lac, OU; 

Sarah Ashley Pierce – Holy Fami-
ly, Lawton, OU; 

Julia Ann Purus – Our Lady of 
Victory, Purcell, OSU; 

Omar Axel Anchondo Ramirez ¬– 
Saint Peter, Guymon, Oklahoma 
Panhandle State University; 

Secilia Marie Ramirez –¬ Blessed 
Sacrament, Lawton, SOSU;

Guadalupe Ramirez-Barraza – 
Saint Joseph, Ada, East Central 
University; 

Aschley Ramjack – Epiphany of 
the Lord, OKC, UCO;

Teresa Rodriguez – Saint Mary, 
Ardmore, undecided; 

Abby Ross – Saint Francis Xavi-
er, Enid, OSU; 

Molly Margaret Ross – Saint 
John, Edmond, undecided;

Ryan Patrick Rudkins – Saints 
Peter and Paul, Hobart, OU; 

Paulina Saldana – Saint Andrew, 
Moore, Oklahoma City Community 
College; 

Jasmine Sanchez – Saint Mary, 
Clinton, OU; 

Lillian Seay – Saint Paul, Del 
City, UCO; 

Sirena Sierra – Saint Patrick, 
OKC, UCO; 

Marta Stangl – Saints Peter and 
Paul, Kingfi sher, OU; 

Yvan Tran – Saint Andrew Dung-
Lac, OU; 

Nicole Tucker – Sacred Heart, 
Konawa, SGU;

Carmen Villalobos – Sacred 
Heart, OKC, UCO; 

Paola Gabriela-Ponce Villalobos – 
St Francis Cabrini, Beaver, North-
western Oklahoma State Universi-
ty, Alva; 

Jacqueline Visina – Saint John, 
Edmond, University of Alabama;

Jordan 
Wehling – 
Saint Mark, 
Norman, 
OU; 

Alexander 
Zakrze-
wicz – Saint 
Peter, Guy-
mon, OSU.

Partial 
funding 
of all CFO 
Scholar-
ships comes 
from the 
Quasebarth 
Family 
Scholarship 
Fund, the 
Mary White 
Clarke Scholarship Fund and the 
John Edward Greenan Scholar-
ship Fund.  Partial funding of the 
CFO Scholarship being received by 
Ryan McGoffi n (Saint James the 
Greater OKC, SGU) comes from 
the Dr. and Mrs. Francis Duffy 
Scholarship Fund.

Receiving the C.W. and Frances 
Aneshansley Scholarships for the 

2015-2016 school year are:
Isabel Betancourt – Saint Mary, 

Clinton, OSU; 
April Casas – Saint Mary, Clin-

ton, OU; 
Liliana Casas – Saint Mary, Clin-

ton, OU; 
Andres Lee Cifuentes – Saint 

Mary, Clinton, SOSU; 
Stephanie Estala – Saint Mary, 

Clinton, SOSU; 
Seidy Marquez – Saint Mary, 

Clinton, SOSU; 
Rocklin Pankhurst – Saint Mary, 

Clinton, SOSU; 
Anthony Ramos – Saint Mary, 

Clinton, undecided; 
Adriana Valverde – Saint Mary, 

Clinton, OU.

The following six students have 
received 
the Bob 
Little 
Pastoral 
Musician’s 
Scholar-
ship for the 
2015-2016 
school 
year: 

Brandon 
Aguilar 
– Holy An-
gels, OKC, 
UCO; 

Katherine 
Caugh-
lin – Saint 
Joseph, 
Tonkawa, 

Rider University/Westminster 
Choir College;

Jamie Dougherty – Saint Thom-
as More, Norman, OU; 

Blanca Gonzalez – Saint Eugene, 
OKC, Oklahoma City Community 
College; 

Carly Nash – Saints Peter and 
Paul, Hobart, OSU;

Kristen Michelle Williams – Holy 

Family, Lawton, SOSU.
Scholarship recipients for the 

Evelyn and Kathryn Hau Schol-
arships are:

Steven Alan Patocka – Saint Jo-
seph, Hennessey, UCO;

Gabriel Sanchez – Saint Francis 
Xavier, Enid, SGU; 

Kylee Severin – Saint Michael, 
Goltry, Northern Oklahoma Col-
lege;

Troy Wilczek – Saints Peter and 
Paul, Kingfi sher, OSU.

The winners of the Amelia P. 
Davis & Elizabeth H. Davis Law-
rence Scholarships are:

Leslie Alvarez – Saints Peter and 
Paul, Kingfi sher, SGU; 

Abby Lee – Saint Gregory, Enid, 
OSU;

Kasey Ross – Saint Francis, 
Enid, OSU;

Tyler Schnaithman – Saint Greg-
ory, Enid, OSU; 

Elena Shimanek – Saint Gregory, 
Enid, OU;

Tyler Whitehead – Saint Francis, 
Enid, OSU; 

Abbey Zuech – Saint Gregory, 
Enid, OU. 

The Helen R. Hall Nursing Schol-
arship is awarded to:

Clair Kuper – Saint Monica, Ed-
mond, OU.

The P.B. Connelly Medical 
Scholarships to attend the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma College of 
Medicine are awarded to:

Nghiep Nguyen, Saint Andrew 
Dung-Lac;

James Michael Rudkins, Saint 
Thomas More, Norman.

Last May, Catholic Foundation board member Dr. Charles Lawrence (left center) 
presented scholarships to Gabriel Sanchez (left) to attend St. Gregory’s Univer-
sity and Tyler Whitehead (right center) to attend OSU, after Mass at St. Francis 
Xavier parish with Father Joseph Irwin. Photo provided.

Archbishop Paul Coakley celebrated 
Mass at St. Joseph Old Cathedral. He 
was joined at the service by the Car-
melite Sisters of Saint Therese of the 
Infant Jesus (top right), Knights of 
Columbus Honor Guard (bottom left), 
and fellow priests and deacons (left 
to right) Fr. Michalicka, Fr. Leven, Fr. 
Stieferman, Fr. Lamb, Fr. Cabrera, 
Fr. MacAulay, Archbishop Emeritus 
Beltran, Fr. Novak, Deacon Vance, Fr. 
Chapman, Fr. Grimes, Fr. Oswalt, Fr. 
Creider, Abbot Lawrence, Fr. Nguyen, 
and Fr. McCaffrey.
Photos Cara Koenig.
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Review: An invitation to appreciate, love Mass

For some people, at-
tending Sunday Mass 
has become almost 
mechanical. Some who 
have abandoned the 
practice say that they 
just didn’t get anything 
out of going to Mass. 
Many people would be 
forced to admit that, 
despite a Catholic edu-
cation, there are parts 
of the Mass that they 
just don’t understand.

“Behold the Mystery: 
A Deeper Understanding of the Catholic Mass” 
by Mark Hart is a book designed to remedy 
these situations.

In the introduction to his book, Hart states 
clearly that he is not presenting himself as a 
theologian.

“I’m writing from the perspective of one in the 
pews,” he says, “not one in the sanctuary.”

His language is inspiring, “We are invited into 
the throne room of heaven for an hour on Sun-
day to worship alongside the angels.”

His hope for the book is that it will “make the 
Mass come to life in a new and personal way.”

Hart is well versed and quotes Scripture, 
Church documents and the writings of the 
saints throughout the book. He points out that 
for the earliest Christians, attending Mass was 
literally a matter of life and death; they risked 
martyrdom to attend the liturgy.

Hart points out that “the same words of 
consecration” have been said “on the battlefi eld 
and in basilicas” for more than 2,000 years, 
and if today we are less than awestruck at the 
mystery, then it is obvious that “the Mass is 
not lacking; we are.”

Attending Mass is a part of honoring the Sab-
bath, and Hart explains that both are remind-
ers of God’s covenant with his people. To fully 
appreciate this, he says, we must “go beyond 

that one hour each week at church,” praying 
and practicing our faith within the family circle 
all week and marking Sunday as a true day of 
rest.

He discusses the nature of worship and the 
nature of tradition. Here again, his approach is 
simple and understandable and yet profound.

“The Mass is not our idea but God’s,” he 
says, and “God accepts our offer of ourselves 

and comes to make his home in us.”
Hart talks about vestments, the altar, kneel-

ing, sacramentals and symbols, explaining 
how all of these draw us in and work together, 
“inviting us to behold the mystery.”

Two chapters focus on understanding the Lit-
urgy. These excellent pages discuss and ana-
lyze the procession, the bow and the altar kiss. 
He gives us the words of the Preface (“The Lord 
be with you. … Lift up your hearts”), and then 
says, “You’ve heard it. You’ve responded. How 
often, though, do you think about what you’re 
saying?”

Regarding the Consecration, he admonish-
es us to “stop and consider the magnitude of 
truth … [that] God is made present upon the 
altar.”  The Mass and the Eucharist demon-
strate God’s love for us and his desire for 
intimacy with us. We become “walking taber-
nacles,” he tells us, directed to “go forth” and 
spread the good news of salvation in a true 
spirit of evangelization.

An especially nice feature of “Behold the 
Mystery” is that each chapter concludes with 
“Questions for Refl ection and Discussion.” 
These would serve any reader well and also 
could be used for journaling or group discus-
sions.

Hart’s book concludes with “Frequently 
Asked Questions about the Catholic Mass.” He 
addresses, how to tell non-Catholic friends and 
family that they can’t receive Communion and 
how to get teenagers to go. Finally, Hart pres-
ents “Ten Ways to Get More out of Mass.”

“Behold the Mystery” compels us to do just 
that, to behold the mystery of it all, to be awe-
struck, to be truly inspired and re-created in 
the unspeakable privilege that is ours.

Hart quotes Saint John Vianney, who said, 
“If we really understood the Mass, we would die 
of joy.” Hart’s book is sure to bring any reader 
closer to this divine joy, and so “Behold the 
Mystery” is highly recommended reading.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Ten ways to get more out of Mass

(Taken from “Behold the Mystery,” by Mark 
Hart)

 Visit your parish and prayerfully engage in 
every element, the crucifi x, the stained glass, 
etc.;

 Beginning on Monday, start reading up-
coming Mass readings, all four of them;

 Bring your issues, stresses, anxieties, 
fears, concerns … bring a special intention 
with you;

 Use holy water upon entering the church, 
and make the gesture intentional;

 Change seats at church each week to get to 
know fellow parishioners;

 Sing. If God gave you a beautiful voice, 
praise him with it. If God gave you a horrible 
voice, sing anyway; 

 Put your heart upon the altar, entrusting 
God with your health, your fi nances, your job, 
your marriage, your children, your vocation 
and your future;

 Extend a hand or the kiss of peace as 
though it’s your last chance to right a wrong. 
Offer and seek forgiveness;

 Relish the moment of silence;

 Go forth with a purpose.

CRS president “Working for a Better World”

“Working for a Better 
World” by Dr. Carolyn 
Woo is the story of 
her faith journey – a 
life-long journey that 
led her to her current 
position as president 
and chief executive of 
Catholic Relief Ser-
vices.

Catholic Relief 
Services (CRS) is the 
offi cial international 
humanitarian agency 
of the Catholic com-
munity in the United States and the develop-
ment agency of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops.

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City can 
proudly boast that its own archbishop, the 
Most Rev. Paul S. Coakley, has chaired the 
board of CRS since 2013.

Founded in 1943 to aid victims of war, CRS 
now has some 5,000 people working in 93 
countries, serving nearly 100 million of the 
world’s poor and suffering.

Dr. Woo relates serving as a member of the 
board of directors of CRS for six years before 
becoming president and CEO. Prior to that, like 
so many people, she says that she “knew little 

about CRS at that time” and “had no idea of 
CRS’s size, its scope, its technical sophistica-
tion.” 

Her life story begins in Hong Kong in 1954. 
Her Chinese parents, who had six children, 
had hoped to live their lives in China, but the 
Communist Revolution made that impossible. 
Woo eventually left Hong Kong for the United 
States when she was accepted as a student at 
Purdue University in 1972.

Woo credits her growth in faith to two things: 
her nanny, named Gaga, and the Maryknoll 
Sisters who educated her. The nanny instilled 
in her “a strong sense of discipline and will-
ingness to work hard.” Gaga did not become a 
Catholic until she was age 90, but she “dusted 
the framed portrait of the Blessed Mother hung 
in the dining room in our house and picked 
fresh fl owers … to honor her.” When the chil-
dren would misbehave, Gaga reminded them 
that “the Blessed Mother sees all and knows 
all.”

Woo is a self-described “Maryknoll girl.” She 
writes that at the sisters’ school, she received 
a fi rst-rate education. Her Maryknoll education 
“opened up a view to a world of possibilities.” 
More than academics, the girls were taught to 
“help each other” and “to lift each other up.”

In addition to running the school, the Mary-
knoll sisters assisted the “waves of immigrants 
who came from China, Vietnam and Cambo-
dia.” 

In all of this, Woo felt a sense “that God may 
be calling … leading me on a journey … for the 
future.” At all of the milestones of her life, she 
examined her choices and sought God’s will.

She left Hong Kong for Purdue with only 
enough money for one year. Still, she managed 
to graduate and eventually obtained a doctor-
ate degree. Woo became a faculty member at 
Purdue and remained there until 1997. She 
married, and she and her husband David have 
two sons.

In 1997, the University of Notre Dame was 
seeking a dean for the college of business ad-
ministration. Woo had no intention of leaving 
Purdue until “two Masses changed everything.” 
In the day’s readings, she heard God’s call, 
and felt she “had just received [her] marching 
orders.”

To Notre Dame she went, where she served as 
dean of the Mendoza College of Business for 15 
years. Not only were the programs she put into 
place highly successful, but her “life of faith 
also grew,” and she was privileged to serve un-
der the leadership of the school’s famed presi-
dent, Father Theodore Hesburgh, CSC. Father 
Hesburgh wrote the forward to “Working for a 
Better World.”

When Woo was asked in 2010 to apply for the 
position of president and CEO of CRS, she said 
that “the fears came fi rst.” There was fear of in-
competence, fear of danger and fear of change.

continued on page 11

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic
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Understanding the Feast of the Ascension, Pentecost

The Feast of the Ascension is Sunday, May 
17. 

 The Ascension occurred forty days after His 
Resurrection at Easter, when Jesus ascended 
into heaven. “So then the Lord Jesus, after he 
had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven, 
and sat down at the right hand of God” (Mark 
16:19).

  Another reference to the Ascension is in the 
Acts of the Apostles, “And when he had said 
this, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, 
and a cloud took him out of their sight. And 
while they were gazing into heaven as he went, 
behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 
and said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in 
the same way as you saw him go into heaven’” 
(Acts 1:9-11).

 As Christians, we believe Christ will return 
at the end of days to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 Before the Ascension, Christ was asked by 
his apostles when He will return to restore the 
Kingdom to Israel, and His answer was that 
they were not to know the time (Acts 1:6-7). 
Christ told them they would receive power from 
the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). Then, He ascended 
into heaven. 

 Power from the Holy Spirit was given to the 
apostles at Pentecost.

 Pentecost Sunday is on May 24. In The Acts 
of the Apostles, after He told them they would 
not know the hour of his return, He said, “But 
you shall receive power when the Holy Spir-
it has come upon you; and you shall be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

 Pentecost was a Jewish festival celebrated 

50 days after Passover, and it was 50 days 
after the Resurrection when the apostles were 
together to celebrate Pentecost.

 “When the day of Pentecost had come, they 
were all together in one place. And suddenly 
a sound came from heaven like the rush of a 
mighty wind, and it fi lled all the house where 
they were sitting. And there appeared to them 
tongues as of fi re, distributed and resting on 
each one of them. And they were all fi lled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance” 
(Acts 2:1-4).

 The Catechism of the Catholic Church teach-
es, “The Church is made manifest to the world 
on the day of Pentecost by the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit” (CCC 1076). In other words, 
Pentecost is the birthday of the Church.

 Since the pontifi cate of St. John Paul II, 
a great deal has been said, written and dis-
cussed about a New Evangelization. Just as 
Pentecost launched the Church’s mission to 
evangelize, so today Catholics are urged by the 
Spirit (and the teaching of popes) to embrace 
this mission with new ardor. Catholic apologist 
Matthew Kelly said in March while speaking in 
Tulsa that we must be dynamic Catholics. The 
“Dynamic Catholic,” he said, is a person who is 
seriously devoted to prayer, study, generosity 
and evangelization.

As Peter, our fi rst pope, proclaimed, “And it 
shall be that whoever calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:21).

Ted King is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

By Ted King
For the Sooner Catholic

Christ’s ascent to heaven is depicted in a stained-glass 
window at St. Clotilde Church in Chicago. The feast of 
the Ascension, observed May 17 this year, celebrates 
the completion of Christ’s mission on earth and his en-
try into heaven. CNS photo/Karen Callaway, Catholic 
New World.

Pentecost Novena booklets available 
The Offi ce of New Evangelization has 
prepared free novena booklets for use 
in parishes or by parishioners. They are 
available to print or download in En-
glish, Spanish and Vietnamese at 

www.archokc.org.

continued from page 10
 “So, I listened to what God said. And he said, 
‘Go.’ After this long process, I accepted the pres-
idency of CRS,” assuming the offi ce in January 
2012.

Her narrative is fi lled with evidence of her deep 
faith.

She writes that “God calls us; that he sends us.” 
She references Scripture and church teachings. 
She says that “Jesus makes clear that there are 
no exceptions to this duty to the poor.”

One chapter about the work of CRS is titled 
“When I Was Hungry…” and another, about CRS’s 
efforts to help people with AIDS and HIV, is called 
“The Lazarus Effect.”

Her story also is fi lled with anecdotes from her 
work with CRS, including the story of a visit to 
Cambodia where she saw a crucifi x that had one 
of Christ’s legs missing, showing him as a victim 
of the land mines there. She talks about the “very 
tough time” of the massacres in Rwanda. She 
reminds us that “20 percent of the world’s popu-
lation lives on $1.25 a day or less; more than 800 
million go to bed hungry.” She says that “it is not 
enough to merely wish these individuals a better 
future. We must act.”

She also gives us hopeful news about the ongo-
ing work of CRS – clean water for people in Ethi-
opia; treated bed nets that repel mosquitoes and 
prevent malaria; schools for children; and life-sav-
ing medical care for people with HIV and AIDS.

“Working for a Better World” is Woo’s story of 
a life well-lived. Deeply imbued with her Catholic 
faith, she has answered God’s call to service and 
inspires us all to do the same.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

CRS president
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Las novenas no son tan comunes como una 
forma de piedad popular hoy en día como lo 
eran antes. Pero todavía están con nosotros. 
La práctica de rezar una novena, que es una 
oración de petición que se extiende por nueve 
días, a menudo se ha utilizado para buscar 
favores especiales o para prepararse para los 
grandes eventos o fi estas especiales. En los 
días previos a mi instalación como Arzobispo 
de Oklahoma City la familia arquidiócesana fue 
invitada a rezar una novena buscando la ben-
dición de Dios sobre el nuevo ministerio que 
estaba a punto de emprender.

La primera novena, que esta-
bleció el patrón para las nove-
nas posteriores, fue el período 
de nueve días de oración tras 
la Ascensión del Señor, y que 
conduce a la efusión del Espíri-
tu Santo en Pentecostés. Jesús 
había instado a los apóstoles a 
que no se fueran de Jerusalén, 
sino a esperar el don prometido 
del Padre para “en pocos días vosotros seréis 
bautizados con el Espíritu Santo” (Hechos 1: 
5).

En el día de Pentecostés, el Espíritu San-
to descendió con poder sobre los apóstoles y 
discípulos que se habían reunido en un solo 
lugar. Acompañados por el sonido de un viento 
huracanado y lenguas de fuego que se posa-
ron sobre cada uno de ellos el Espíritu Santo 
transformó a esta banda de creyentes tímidos 
en discípulos misioneros audaces. Inmediata-
mente, se dirigieron a las calles de Jerusalén 
y comenzaron a dar testimonio de la Resurrec-
ción de Jesús, sin miedo.

Fue en el día de Pentecostés que el misterio 
de la Iglesia se manifestó. Pentecostés es el 
cumpleaños de la Iglesia. Ese día, el Espíritu 
Santo le dio el impulso decisivo a la misión 
apostólica de proclamar la Buena Nueva a las 
naciones. Esa misión continúa hasta nuestros 
días.

La misión de la Iglesia es evangelizar, es 
decir, anunciar la Buena Nueva a todas las 
personas. ¿Cuál es la Buena Noticia? El Papa 
Francisco expresa el corazón del mensaje evan-
gélico bellamente en su Exhortación Apostóli-
ca, “La Alegría del Evangelio”.

 “Jesucristo te ama, dio su vida para salvarte, 
y ahora está vivo a tu lado cada día, para ilu-
minarte, para fortalecerte, para liberarte.”(164).

En nuestro tiempo, la misión de evangelizar 
está recibiendo un renovado énfasis. 

Estamos llamados a abrazar nuestro papel en 
una nueva evangelización. He-
mos estado escuchando mucho 
acerca de esto, pero todavía nos 
podemos preguntar: “¿Qué hay 
de nuevo al respecto?” Cierta-
mente, no es el contenido o el 
mensaje lo que es nuevo. ¡Jesu-
cristo es el mismo ayer, hoy y 
siempre! Pero es nuevo, ya que 
exige un nuevo ardor, nuevos 
métodos y una nueva forma de 

expresar ese viejo mensaje en el lenguaje y con 
un testimonio que es fresco y creíble para la 
gente en los ambientes culturales actuales.

Tal vez el más sorprendente nuevo elemento 
en la nueva evangelización es su atención a 
los bautizados. En el bautismo hemos recibido 
la capacidad sobrenatural de creer, pero en 
muchos casos, la fe se ha dormido. Muchos de 
los bautizados se han vuelto ateos prácticos o 
funcionales. Es decir, aunque muchos digan 
creer, no actúan o viven de una manera que 
demuestra que realmente le han dado el con-
trol soberano de sus vidas a Jesucristo. ¡La 
nueva evangelización reconoce que el evangeli-
zador (usted y yo) también tiene que ser evan-
gelizado! ¡Nuestra fe tiene que volver a desper-
tar!

La evangelización es principalmente la obra 
del Espíritu Santo. Es la presencia del Espíritu 
Santo que es la fuente de nuestra alegría cuan-
do nos hemos encontrado con la misericordia 

de Jesús de una 
manera personal.

Si nuestros es-
fuerzos en servi-
cio de una nueva 
evangelización 
son para ser 
fructífera, necesi-
tamos un nuevo 
Pentecostés. El 
Papa Francisco 
escribe, “Evangelizadores con Espíritu quiere 
decir evangelizadores que se abren sin temor a 
la acción del Espíritu Santo.

En Pentecostés, el Espíritu hace salir de sí 
mismos a los Apóstoles y los transforma en 
anunciadores de las grandezas de Dios, que 
cada uno comienza a entender en su propia 
lengua. El Espíritu Santo, además, infunde la 
fuerza para anunciar la novedad del Evangelio 
con audacia (parresia), en voz alta y en todo 
tiempo y lugar, incluso a contracorriente.

Invoquémoslo hoy, bien apoyados en la 
oración, sin la cual toda acción corre el ries-
go de quedarse vacía y el anuncio fi nalmente 
carece de alma. Jesús quiere evangelizadores 
que anuncien la Buena Noticia no sólo con pa-
labras sino sobre todo con una vida que se ha 
transfi gurado en la presencia de Dios.”(259).

A medida que nos acercamos al fi nal de la 
época de Pascua nos estamos preparando de 
nuevo a celebrar la efusión del Espíritu San-
to en la fi esta litúrgica de Pentecostés (24 de 
mayo).

Al igual que los apóstoles y discípulos duran-
te esa primera novena previos a Pentecostés, 
los invito a orar con expectativa por la venida 
del Espíritu Santo que renueva nuestros cora-
zones. La Ofi cina de la Nueva Evangelización 
ha preparado una novena sencilla al Espíri-
tu Santo. Por favor, úsenla para orar por la 
efusión del Espíritu Santo en un nuevo Pente-
costés en nuestra vida y en la Iglesia.

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Un nuevo Pentecostés para una nueva evangelización

Para imprimir o descargar 
un folleto gratis de la no-
vena en español o inglés, 
ir en línea para www.
archokc.org.

Una religiosa que guarda reliquias de Romero se pregunta qué pasará con ellas

SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador – La capilla del 
hospital de la Divina Providencia en El Salva-
dor es uno de los lugares más visitados por 
peregrinos de la localidad y extranjeros. Llegan 
deseosos de saber más acerca del arzobispo 
Óscar Romero, controvertido arzobispo que se 
ha convertido en símbolo salvadoreño.

En 1966, la congregación de las hermanas 
Misioneras Carmelitas de Santa Teresa con-
struyó ese hospital bajo la dirección de la her-
mana Luz Isabel Cuevas Santana, misionera 
mexicana que vio la necesidad de atender a 
pacientes de cáncer. Y fue en la pequeña capil-
la del hospital cuando el 24 de marzo de 1980 
el entonces arzobispo Romero fue asesinado, 
recibiendo tiros cerca del corazón, momentos 
antes en los que se preparaba para consagrar 
la hostia.

El día anterior, el arzobispo se había dirigido 
a los soldados del ejército cominándolos a no 
matar a sus propios hermanos y hermanas. 
Después, alguien dijo que le habían aconse-
jado al arzobispo que se escondiera, pero él 
se rehusó. Creía que no había hecho nada 
mal al haberles pedido a los soldados que no 
mataran, y ya estaba comprometido a celebrar 
una Misa en la capilla del hospital en memoria 
de la mamá de uno de sus amigos.

Después de recibir los tiros, la vestimenta del 
arzobispo Romero estaba empapada en sangre. 
Después del ataque, las hermanas carmeli-

tas conservaron esa vestimenta con el mayor 
posible cuidado. Por un tiempo, las hermanas 
escondieron las pertenencias por miedo a que 
los asesinos regresaran para destruir todo tipo 
de evidencia.

“Algunas de las hermanas que allí se en-
contraban en los momentos de la muerte del 
arzobispo se apresuraron a lavar sus propios 
hábitos que también se habían manchado de 
sangre”, dijo la hermana María Julia García, 
superiora carmelita y directora del hospital. 
“Temían por su vida por haber sido testigas del 
crimen. Desde entonces, las cosas nunca han 
vuelto a ser lo mismo en este pequeño lugar”.

Durante 35 años, la congregación y las her-
manas encargadas del hospital han cuidado las 
reliquias. La hermana García expresó su des-
contento por la falta de interés mostrada por la 
jerarquía salvadoreña en las reliquias durante 

todo ese tiempo.
“No hay muchas cosas que haya dejado el 

arzobispo Romero, lo que indica que no vivía 
rodeado de muchos lujos. Eso demuestra la 
sencillez con la que vivió”, dijo la hermana 
García.

“Ahora que el papa ha reconocido el martirio 
del arzobispo Romero todo mundo le demues-
tra interés, incluyendo aquellos que no estaban 
de acuerdo con su mensaje. Nosotras, como 
dueñas morales de estas reliquias tememos 
que nos las quiten y se las lleven a otro lugar 
en donde no van a ser tratadas con respeto”, 
dijo.

El arzobispo Romero será beatifi cado en San 
Salvador el 23 de mayo. La hermana García 
está consciente de que el gobierno puede 
declarar la capilla como Herencia Cultural Na-
cional; pero eso pondría a las hermanas en una 
situación difícil pues no tendrían participación 
en las opiniones concernientes al cuidado de 
las reliquias.

La hermana Elvia Elizett Cazún Penate es la 
actual responsable del cuidado de la pequeña 
casa conocida como Centro Histórico Óscar Ar-
nulfo Romero. Y ella también está preocupada 
por el futuro de las reliquias.

“Ahora estas reliquias se han convertido en 
el más preciado tesoro dejado por el arzobispo. 
Pero durante estos 35 años nadie en El Salva-
dor nos ofreció ninguna ayuda para preservar-
las; ni siquiera la jerarquía de la iglesia católica 
de El Salvador.

Por el hermano franciscano Octavio Durán
Catholic News Service

Unas mujeres observan unas reliquias y otros objetos 
en el museo dedicado al finado arzobispo salvadoreño 
Óscar Romero. Foto CNS/Octavio Durán.
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La celebración de la Eucaristía ofrece algo especial para los esposos
La Misa es fi esta de amor matrimonial

Una costumbre muy her-
mosa es que los enamorados 
suelen salir a un restauran-
te para compartir una cena 
romántica. La pareja se sienta 
en una mesa, se escucha 
música romántica, velas prov-
eyendo una luz tenue, unas 

copas de vino y dos enamorados mirándose en 
los ojos y hablando del amor que se tienen.

Disculpen, esta columna es sobre la San-
ta Misa y ya estaba escribiendo las primeras 
líneas de una novela romántica, pero estas dos 
realidades no son auto excluyentes. La cele-
bración de la Eucaristía es realmente la cele-
bración del Sacramento del Amor y nos mues-
tra una relación particular con el amor entre el 
hombre y la mujer unidos en sacramento del 
matrimonio. 

Nuestro Señor Jesucristo es el Amor Encar-
nado del Padre, el Amor hecho Carne, y siem-
pre nos hemos referido a la Presencia Real de 
Jesucristo en la Eucaristía como el Amor de los 
Amores.

Como nos dice la canción, “Cantemos al 
Amor de los Amores, cantemos al Señor, Dios 
está aquí, ¡venid doradores, adoremos, a Cristo 
Redentor! ¡Gloria a Cristo Jesús, cielos y tierra 
bendecid al señor, honor y gloria a Ti, rey de la 
gloria, amor por siempre a Ti, Dios del Amor!”

Es interesante ver en el comienzo del desar-
rollo de la Santa Misa, el Partir el Pan o Cena 
del Señor, la Eucaristía, iba acompañado de 
una gran cena o banquete fraternal llamada 
en griego Ágape, que se puede traducir como 
Festival del Amor.  

Tan unidas eran estas dos celebraciones del 
amor que en algunas ocasiones se llegaron a 
llamar amabas celebraciones con los mismos 
nombres. Pero después de algunos abusos en 
la comunidad (vean 1 de Corintios 11, 17-22), 
se terminaron por separar. 

“Siguiendo con mis advertencias, no los 
puedo alabar por sus reuniones, pues son 
más para mal que para bien. En primer lu-
gar, según me dicen, cuando se reúnen como 
Iglesia, se notan divisiones entre ustedes, y en 
parte lo creo. Incluso tendrá que haber fac-
ciones, para que así se destaquen las personas 
probadas. Ustedes, pues, se reúnen, pero ya 
no es comer la Cena del Señor,  pues cada uno 
empieza sin más a comer su propia comida, y 
mientras uno pasa hambre, el otro se embria-

ga. ¿No tienen sus casas para comer y beber? 
¿O es que desprecian a la Iglesia de Dios y 
quieren avergonzar a los que no tienen nada? 
¿Qué les diré? ¿Tendré que aprobarlos? En 
esto no.”

Ya después del Siglo III desaparece el Ban-
quete del Ágape y nos quedamos con la Frac-
ción del Pan, o sea la Santa Misa, la Cena de 
Amor que nos dejó Nuestro Señor Jesucristo.

Es por todo esto que la Santa Misa ofrece 
algo muy especial a las parejas casadas en 
Santo Matrimonio y quisiera profundizar un 
poco en esta conexión que es una necesidad 
hoy día. 

El Papa Juan Pablo II afi rmó en su Carta 
Apostólica “Mulieris Dignitatem”, (26), que 
“Cristo es el Esposo, porque ‘se ha entregado a 
sí mismo’: su cuerpo ha sido ‘dado’, su sangre 
ha sido ‘derramada’ (cf. Lc 22, 19-20). De este 
modo ‘amó hasta el extremo’ (Jn 13, 1). El ‘don 
sincero’, contenido en el sacrifi cio de la Cruz, 
hace resaltar de manera defi nitiva el sentido 

esponsal del amor de Dios. Cristo es el Esposo 
de la Iglesia, como Redentor del mundo. La Eu-
caristía es el sacramento de nuestra redención. 
Es el sacramento del Esposo, de la Esposa. 
La Eucaristía hace presente y realiza de nue-
vo, de modo sacramental, el acto redentor de 
Cristo, que ‘crea’ la Iglesia, su cuerpo. Cristo 
está unido a este ‘cuerpo’, como el esposo a la 
esposa. Todo esto está contenido en la Carta a 
los Efesios. En este ‘gran misterio’ de Cristo y 
de la Iglesia se introduce la perenne ‘unidad de 
los dos’, constituida desde el ‘principio’ entre el 
hombre y la mujer.

Por otra parte, toda la vida cristiana está 
marcada por el amor esponsal de Cristo y de la 
Iglesia. El Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica nos 
habla de esto en el 1617:

“Toda la vida cristiana está marcada por el 
amor esponsal de Cristo y de la Iglesia. Ya el 
Bautismo, entrada en el Pueblo de Dios, es 
un misterio nupcial. Es, por así decirlo, como 
el baño de bodas (cf Ef 5,26-27) que precede 
al banquete de bodas, la Eucaristía. El Matri-
monio cristiano viene a ser por su parte signo 
efi caz, sacramento de la alianza de Cristo y de 
la Iglesia. Puesto que es signo y comunicación 
de la gracia, el matrimonio entre bautizados es 
un verdadero sacramento de la Nueva Alianza.”

El Papa Benedicto XVI, en su Exhortación 
Apostólica “Sacramentum Caritatis” insiste en 
esta conexión entre el Sacramento de la Euca-
ristía y el Sacramento del Matrimonio cuando 
nos dice en el 27 que,

“La Eucaristía corrobora de manera inag-
otable la unidad y el amor indisolubles de cada 
Matrimonio cristiano. En él, por medio del 
sacramento, el vínculo conyugal se encuentra 
intrínsecamente ligado a la unidad eucarística 
entre Cristo esposo y la Iglesia esposa (cf. Ef 
5,31-32). 

Invito a los que luchan por vivir el Sacramen-
to del Matrimonio cada día -- y no como tantos 
hacen erróneamente al relegar la celebración 
de su boda al álbum de los recuerdos -- a que 
se acerquen de manera especial a la Santa 
Misa. 

La Santa Misa es un festival de amor que 
fortalece el amor de cada pareja pues es un 
encuentro con Cristo, el Amor de los Amores y 
Esposo de la Iglesia. 

En Cristo, a quien encontramos de manera 
especial en cada Santa Misa, cada matrimonio 
se hace más fuerte y más sólido en su amor. 
La Misa es la mejor cena romántica para las 
parejas enamoradas.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

Un lazo se representa antes de una ceremonia mat-
rimonial en una iglesia católica. Foto de CNS/Jon L. 
Hendricks.

El Vaticano da a conocer detalles de la visita del papa a Sudamérica

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO – En 
su visita a Latinoamérica que el 
papa Francisco realizará del 5 al 
12 de Julio no pasará por su tierra 
nativa, Argentina, pero estará en 
contacto con sus raíces jesuitas y 
demostrará una de sus principales 
características de su ministerio 
cuando era arzobispo de Buenos 
Aires: un contacto directo con 
los pobres, los enfermos y todos 
aquellos que se esfuerzan en llevar 
el Evangelio en relación directa 
con desigualdades sociales.

El papa iniciará su viaje por tres 
naciones sudamericanas en Ecua-
dor antes de pasar a Bolivia y pos-
teriormente a Paraguay, anunció el 
Vaticano el 8 de mayo cuando se 
publicó el itinerario detallado de la 

visita.
Aunque las comunidades lo-

cales de jesuitas han gozado de 
una atención especial por parte 
del papa Francisco en varios de 
sus siete viajes hechos al extran-
jero en su calidad de papa, es en 
este primer viaje que se incluye 
en forma ofi cial en el programa. 
Tendrá la oportunidad de comer el 
6 de julio con la comunidad jesuita 
del Colegio Javier en Guayaquil, 
Ecuador.

La siguiente noche, “visitará en 
forma privada” la iglesia de Quito 
de la Sociedad de Jesús, joya de 
la arquitectura barroca española. 
Los primeros jesuitas que llegaron 
a Ecuador lo hicieron en 1574, sol-
amente a 34 años de distancia de 
la fundación de la sociedad llevada 
a cabo por San Ignacio de Loyola. 

El trabajo en la iglesia de Quito 
empezó en 1605.

El papa Francisco pasará menos 
de tres horas en La Paz, capital 
de Bolivia. Fuentes allegadas al 
Vaticano dijeron que por la alta 
elevación sobre el mar de esa ciu-
dad era recomendable que el papa 
solamente hiciera una breve visita. 
La misma tarde en la que llegue 
a Bolivia, el 8 de julio, viajará en 
avión a Santa Cruz, después de 
la ceremonia de bienvenida, una 
visita al presidente y una reunión 
con las autoridades civiles.

El papa Francisco tendrá las 
ceremonias ofi ciales de bienvenida 
y visitas privadas con el presidente 
de Ecuador, Bolivia y Paraguay, 
respectivamente, como lo dicta 
el protocolo. Además, el papa se 
reunirá con dirigentes de “la socie-

dad civil” en Ecuador, funcionarios 
del gobierno en Bolivia y miembros 
del cuerpo diplomático en Para-
guay.

Pero se espera que el centro de 
su visita sean las Misas públicas a 
celebrarse y el tiempo que pase en 
contacto directo con la gente, que 
con frecuencia se ve marginalizada 
en la sociedad. El 8 de julio visi-
tará un asilo de ancianos dirigido 
por los Misioneros de la Caridad 
en Quito; en Santa Cruz, Bolivia, 
dirigirá la palabra ante los partic-
ipantes del Segundo Encuentro 
Mundial de Movimientos Popu-
lares, gente comprometida con el 
pueblo, y visitará una prisión. En 
Asunción, Paraguay, visitará tanto 
un hospital de pediatría como un 
barrio de los más pobres en Bana-
do Norte.

Por Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 
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The Catholic Foundation

cornerstone
Donating Real Estate

Donating real estate can be a winning sit-
uation for the donor. Consider some of the 
benefits:

• The donor can provide a sizeable gift 
without sacrificing liquidity;

• Donors who contribute long-term capital 
gain property (real estate they have held 
for more than one year as an investment) 
generally can deduct the property’s fair 
market value up to 30 percent of the 
donor’s adjusted gross income. Excess 
deductions can be carried forward up to 
five years after the donation; 

• The donor avoids realizing capital gain 
on the property;

• The donor realizes a quick liquidation of 
assets;

• Donated property is excluded from the 
donor’s taxable estate;

• The donor is free from burdensome 
property-management duties and selling 
issues. 

The greatest benefit of donating real estate is 
the satisfaction from your gift to the Catholic 
Church and investing in the future of your 
faith. 

   For more information, contact the foundation office at:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405) 721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in your estate plans.

Briefs
Catholic Charities opens 
Ardmore regional offi ce

Archbishop Coakley dedicated 
the new Ardmore Regional Offi ce 
of Catholic Charities on April 28. 
Located at 125 E. Street SW in 
Ardmore, next to the parish of St. 
Mary, this new offi ce will serve the 
communities of Ardmore, Lone 
Grove and greater South Central 
Oklahoma. Emergency assistance 
and Family H.O.P.E. Case Man-
agement services offered by calling 
(580) 798-2305.

Memorial Day Masses
Archbishop Coakley will cele-

brate 8 a.m. Mass at Resurrection 
Cemetery in OKC. Archbishop 
Beltran will celebrate the 11 a.m. 
Mass.

A special Memorial Day Mass 
with Fr. Charles Murphy will be 
held at 10 a.m. May 25 at St. 
Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery, NW 
234 between Council Road and 
County Line Road. Bring folding 
chairs. Participants encouraged to 
bring item for the potluck lunch to 
follow. For information, call (405) 
946-4588.

Health Fair at St. James
As part of the “Camino de San-

tiago” Faith and Health program, 
the INTEGRIS Hispanic Initiative is 

sponsoring free community health 
and wellness screenings from 9 
a.m. to Noon on Saturday, May 30, 
at St. James, 4201 S. McKinley 
Ave. For information or to register, 
call the HealthLine at (405) 951-
2277. Press No. 2 for Spanish.

Waffl e Through Theology
Come “Waffl e Through Theology” 

with Fr. M Price Oswalt, pastor 
of St. Joseph Old Cathedral, and 
Rhett Brotherton, lay apologist (St. 
Mark, Norman), on the fi rst Thurs-
day each month at the Waffl e 
Champion, 1212 N. Walker Ave., 
from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m. The topic on 
June 4 will be “Christian Father-
hood.”

Knights of Columbus state golf 
tournament

Council 5266 of Stillwater invites 
all Knights, family members and 
friends to the State Annual Golf 
Tournament to be held June 6 
at Cimarron Trails Golf Course 
in Perkins. Proceeds support the 
Oklahoma Special Olympics. The 
event will be held in a four-player 
scramble format, with a shotgun 
start at 1 p.m. Registration is $75 
per player, and includes green, 
cart, range balls, lunch and good-
ie bag. Registration deadline is 
May 22. Contact Pedro Velasco at 

(405) 614-4585 or pedropvelasco@
yahoo.com. 

Feast of Corpus Christi 
Eucharistic procession 

On Sunday, June 7, St. John, 
Edmond, will celebrate the Feast of 
Corpus Christi with a Eucharistic 
Procession to implore God’s bless-
ing and protection on our religious 
freedom. The outdoor procession 
will begin immediately following 
9 a.m. Mass. It will be led by Fr. 
Ray Ackerman, solemnly attended 
by our Knight of Columbus Honor 
Guard, with fl ags carried by Cub 
Scouts and Boy Scouts. Everyone 
is welcome. Please join in praying 
for God’s help with this important 
occasion.

St. Gregory’s Abbey golf 
tournament

The 4th annual golf tournament 
for St. Gregory’s Abbey will be 
held June 22 at Lincoln Park Golf 
Course, 4001 NE Grand Blvd., 
OKC. Register at www.monksok.
org or by contacting Lynda Hail at 
(405) 878-5490. Registration and 
payment due by June 15.

Substance addiction ministry
The National Catholic Council on 

Addictions promotes hope, healing 
and reconciliation to those suffer-

ing from the disease of addiction 
and the impact of addiction on the 
family, society and the Church. 
The ministry will provide educa-
tion about addictive disease and 
refer those in need. Training for 
team members will be Saturday, 
July 11, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, OKC. To 
register or for more information, 
contact the Offi ce of Family Life at 
(405) 721-8944.

Fr. Janocha to lead pilgrimage 
to Poland, Eastern Europe 

Fr. Carl William Janocha, St. 
Mary, Medford, will lead a pil-
grimage to Poland and Eastern 
Europe from Nov. 2-13. The trip 
is $3,378 per person and includes 
airfare from OKC, four-star ho-
tels, most meals and more. Sites 
include Warsaw, Krakow and 
Czestochowa, home of the “Black 
Madonna,” Wadowoce (birthplace 
of St. John Paul II), Auschwitz, 
the Shrine of Divine Mercy to Sr. 
Faustina, Budapest, Vienna and 
Prague with the shrine to the 
Infant of Prague at Our Lady of 
Victory Church. A $400 deposit 
is required. Contact Fr. Janocha 
at (580) 395-2148 or cwjanocha@
kanokla.net.

Edmond students commemorate bombing anniversary
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton middle school students participated in 

the Oklahoma Standard recognition during the month of April as part 
of the 20th anniversary of the Oklahoma City Bombing. Each student 
completed an act of service, an act of honor and an act of kindness.  

Seventh graders visited the national memorial and attended Mass at 
St. Joseph Old Cathedral.   

For the act of honor, all 93 middle school students made cards for 
Fr. Louis Vander Ley, a former associate pastor who is suffering from 
Alzheimer’s.

Students also made cards for U.S. Army active duty reservist, Capt. 
David James. He spoke to seventh grade students about his tour in 
Afghanistan, right before his transplant.
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Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to Infant Jesus of Prague. 
During these nine days, the 
novena prayers will be as 
follows: Monday-Friday fol-
lowing Noon Mass; Saturday 
following 6 p.m. Mass; and 
Sunday following 11 a.m. 
Mass.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center. Contact 
Toni Calvey at (405) 630-0539 
or tonicalvey1900@gmail.
com, or visit www.SpiritOKC.
org.

Devotion to the Precious 
Blood of Jesus, an unfailing 
means of tapping the inex-
haustible mercy of God from 
the source of our salvation. 
No one who is devoted to the 
Wounds and Blood of Jesus 
can be lost. Thursdays 9 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m., St. James, 
4201 S. McKinley Ave. (405) 
420-2527.

Pentecost Sunday

Memorial Day Mass at 8 a.m. 
with Archbishop Coakley 
and 11 a.m. with Archbishop 
Beltran at Resurrection Cem-
etery. A special Memorial Day 
Mass with Fr. Charles Mur-

phy will be held at 10 a.m. at 
St. Patrick’s Catholic Ceme-
tery, NW 234 between Council 
Road and County Line Road.

Bingo at St. James, 4201 S. 
McKinley Ave., OKC. Food 
served at 5:45 p.m. Bingo at 
6:30 p.m. All games are $10. 
Door prizes and recognition 
for players born in May. All 
players get an entry for a 
large fl at screen TV drawing 
in October. For more informa-
tion, contact Michael Zink at 
(405) 314-4120.

Devotion to the Precious 
Blood of Jesus, an unfailing 
means of tapping the inex-

haustible mercy of God from 
the source of our salvation. 
No one who is devoted to the 
Wounds and Blood of Jesus 
can be lost. Thursdays 9 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m., St. James, 
4201 S. McKinley Ave. (405) 
420-2527.

Catholic Singles & Friends 
will have a Paris-themed 
dance at St. Charles Borro-
meo, NW 50 and Grove, at 7 
p.m. Dance lessons beginning 
at 8 p.m. and ending at 11 
p.m. Finger foods welcome for 
our sharing table. For infor-
mation, call Dorothy at (405) 
604-4603.

Job Box
Hispanic Ministry

St. Eugene Church in OKC is 
seeking a full-time coordinator 
for Hispanic Ministry. Fluency in 
English and Spanish is required. 
Position involves weekend and 
evening work. Candidates must be 
practicing Catholics and experi-
enced in coordinating large, active 
ministry. Send resume to Deacon 
Bill Bawden, P.O. Box 20930, OKC 
73156-0930 or e-mail bbawden@
steugenes.org.

Music teacher 
Sacred Heart Catholic School 

in OKC has an opening for a 
part-time music teacher for the 
2015-2016 school year. Oklaho-

ma teaching certifi cation is pre-
ferred, but not required. Call (405) 
634-5673 for application or send 
resume to Joana Camacho, 2700 
S. Shartel, OKC 73109.

Principal 
Sts. Peter and Paul School in 

Kingfi sher is seeking a principal 
who will be a faith and academic 
leader. Candidates should be prac-
ticing Catholics with knowledge 
and understanding of the Cath-
olic faith. Candidate must have 
updated knowledge of Vatican II 
theology and religious education, a 
minimum of fi ve years teaching ex-
perience (more than one of which 
must be full-time in a Catholic 

school), a master’s degree in any 
fi eld, with a minimum 18 hours of 
graduate work in administration, 
supervision and curriculum devel-
opment. For application, contact 
(405) 721-4202 or Offi ce of the 
Superintendent, P.O Box 32180, 
OKC 73123.

Music teacher 
Full-time, Oklahoma-certifi ed 

Catholic music educator famil-
iar with liturgical music needed 
for the 2015-16 school year. Will 
teach Pre-K through eighth grade, 
and facilitate afterschool choir and 
music for all school Masses as 
well as provide support for school 
musicals. Complete application 

for employees and send to Karen 
Carter, Christ the King Catholic 
School, 1905 Elmhurst Ave., OKC 
73120 or kcarter@ckschool.com.

Middle school teacher
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Cath-

olic School, Edmond, is seeking 
a middle school social studies 
teacher. Teaching duties include 
World History, Geography and U.S. 
History. Applicants should hold 
at least bachelor’s degree in edu-
cation with state teaching certifi -
cation. Send resume, cover letter 
and copy of teaching certifi cate 
to Laura Gallagher at lgallagher@
stjohn-catholic.org.
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Eucharistic celebration offers something special for spouses

A beautiful tradition is when 
a couple in love go to a restau-
rant to share a romantic din-
ner. The couple sits at a table, 
listening to romantic music, 
candles providing a dim light, 
a few glasses of wine and two 

people in love looking into their eyes and whis-
pering about the love they have for each other.

Sorry, this column is about our Holy Mass 
and I began writing the fi rst lines of a romance 
novel, but these two realities are not self-exclu-
sive. The celebration of the Eucharist is really 
the celebration of our Sacrament of Love, and 
shows a particular relationship with the love 
between man and woman united in the Sacra-
ment of Marriage.

Our Lord Jesus Christ is the Incarnate Love 
of the Father, Love made fl esh, and the Real 
Presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist is 
referred to as the Love of all Loves.

As an old Spanish song dedicated to the 
Eucharist says, “Sing to the Love of all Loves; 
let us sing to the Lord, God is here, come let us 
worship, Christ the Redeemer! Glory to Jesus 
Christ, heaven and earth bless the Lord, honor 
and glory to You, King of glory, forever may we 
love You, God of Love!” 

Interestingly, in the early development of 
Holy Mass, the Breaking of Bread or Lord’s 
Supper, the Eucharist, was accompanied by a 
great dinner or fraternal banquet called Agape 
in Greek, which can be translated as Festival of 
Love.

So close were these two celebrations of love 
that sometimes these celebrations came to 
be referred to with the same name. But, after 
some abuse in the community (see 1 Corinthi-
ans 11: 17-22), they eventually were separated.

“In giving this instruction, I do not praise the 
fact that your meetings are doing more harm 
than good. First of all, I hear that when you 
meet as a church there are divisions among 
you, and to a degree I believe it; there have 
to be factions among you in order that (also) 
those who are approved among you may be-
come known. When you meet in one place, 
then, it is not to eat the Lord’s supper, for in 
eating, each one goes ahead with his own sup-
per, and one goes hungry while another gets 
drunk. Do you not have houses in which you 
can eat and drink? Or do you show contempt 
for the church of God and make those who 

have nothing feel ashamed? What can I say to 
you? Shall I praise you? In this matter I do not 
praise you.”

After the 3rd century, the Agape Feast dis-
appears and we are left with the Breaking of 
Bread, which is the Holy Mass, our Supper of 
Love, which we received from Our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

It is because of this that the Mass has some-
thing very special to offer for couples in Holy 
Matrimony; and I would like to go a bit deeper 
into this connection that is such a necessity 
today.

Saint John Paul II said in his apostolic letter, 
“Mulieris Dignitatem,” (26), that “Christ is 
the Bridegroom because ‘he has given him-
self.’ His body has been ‘given,’ his blood has 
been ‘poured out’ (cf. Lk 22:19-20). In this 
way ‘he loved them to the end’ (Jn 13:1). The 
‘sincere gift’ contained in the Sacrifi ce of the 

Cross gives defi nitive prominence to the spou-
sal meaning of God’s love. As the Redeemer 
of the world, Christ is the Bridegroom of the 
Church. The Eucharist is the Sacrament of our 
Redemption. It is the Sacrament of the Bride-
groom and of the Bride. The Eucharist makes 
present and realizes anew in a sacramental 
manner the redemptive act of Christ, who 
‘creates’ the Church, his body. Christ is unit-
ed with this ‘body’ as the bridegroom with the 
bride. All this is contained in the Letter to the 
Ephesians. The perennial ‘unity of the two’ that 
exists between man and woman from the very 
‘beginning’ is introduced into this ‘great mys-
tery’ of Christ and of the Church.”

Moreover, the entire Christian life is marked 
by the spousal love of Christ and the Church. 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church speaks 
of this in the 1617:

“The entire Christian life bears the mark of 
the spousal love of Christ and the Church. 
Already Baptized, the entry into the People 
of God, is a nuptial mystery; it is so to speak 
the nuptial bath (cf. Eph 5.26 to 27), which 
precedes the wedding feast, the Eucharist. 
Christian marriage in its turn becomes an 
effi cacious sign, the sacrament of the covenant 
of Christ and the Church. Since it signifi es and 
communicates grace, marriage between bap-
tized persons is a true sacrament of the New 
Covenant.” 

Pope Benedict XVI, in his apostolic exhor-
tation, “Sacramentum Caritatis,” insists on 
the connection between the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist and the Sacrament of Marriage as he 
said at 27:

“The Eucharist inexhaustibly strengthens 
the indissoluble unity and love of every Chris-
tian marriage. By the power of the sacrament, 
the marriage bond is intrinsically linked to the 
eucharistic unity of Christ the Bridegroom and 
his Bride, the Church” (cf. Eph 5:31-32). 

I invite those who strive to live the sacrament 
of matrimony every day – and not as many mis-
takenly do by relegating the celebration of their 
wedding to a photo album of memories – to 
approach the Holy Mass in a special way.

The Mass is a festival of love that strength-
ens the love of each couple because it is an 
encounter with Christ, the Love of Loves and 
Spouse of the Church.

In Christ, whom we meet in a special way in 
every Mass, every marriage becomes stronger 
and sturdier in their love. The Mass is the best 
romantic dinner for couples in love.

The Mass is a fi esta of married love
By Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE

Director of Hispanic Ministry

A wedding “lazo” is pictured prior to a marriage cere-
mony at a Catholic church. Joined together by a cross or 
crucifix, the decorative chain or rope is wrapped around 
the bride and groom during the nuptial blessing. CNS 

McGuinness IT director wins Apple Distinguished Educator Award
Apple Inc. has named 

Bishop McGuinness’ 
instructional technology 
director as one of the 
most innovative educa-
tors in the country.

Bekah Hightower, 
director of the media 
center and instructional 
technology, was chosen 
as a 2015 Apple Dis-
tinguished Educator, 
one of the most presti-
gious awards in digital 
technology. In the K-12 division, Bekah is only 
the second teacher from Oklahoma to win the 
award. 

“Bekah’s selection to this elite group of edu-
cators recognizes her signifi cant contributions 
to the school’s goal of integrating technology 
in our core curriculum,” Bishop McGuinness 
Principal David Morton said. “Implementing 

the iPad initiative keeps Bishop McGuinness 
on the cutting edge of technology, providing the 
best possible education for our students. We 
feel very blessed to have Bekah’s knowledge 
and expertise to lead us into the future.”

Bekah is a 2013 graduate of the University of 
Oklahoma with a master’s degree in education 
with an emphasis in in-
tegrating technology into 
teaching.

She has worked at 
Bishop McGuinness for 
two years, and was instru-
mental in formulating the 
schools’ program to incor-
porate new digital learning 
and communication tools into course instruc-
tion. Her insight allowed the school to launch a 
1:1 iPad initiative this past fall. 

“I love everything about my job at Bishop 
McGuinness,” she said. “Working with teachers 
and students to integrate the iPad is exciting. 

I am extremely honored to be recognized as an 
Apple Distinguished Educator and I look for-
ward to sharing what I learn from this experi-
ence with others to help them grow in technol-
ogy expertise as well.” 

Apple developed the ADE worldwide program 
in 1994 to recognize education leaders who 

utilize Apple products to 
integrate digital technol-
ogy into the classroom. 
ADE’s work closely with 
Apple, fostering new ideas 
and sharing their experi-
ences with others. They 
serve as an ambassador to 

advocate the use of new technology to increase 
student engagement for a more enriched learn-
ing environment. 

As an award winner, Hightower will be rec-
ognized at the Apple Distinguished Educator 
Institute in Miami, Fla., this summer.

To view a short video of Bekah 
Hightower’s approach to teaching 
technology, go online to www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=hCAUHTpz19g.


