
Sooner Catholic
soonercatholic.org  www.archokc.orgApril 6, 2014    

Go Make Disciples

A little more than halfway through the season of Lent, 
Christ still calls us to take up our cross and follow Him

Sunday, March 30, was Laetare Sunday – the 
fourth of six Sundays during Lent. 

Like Gaudete Sunday in Advent, Laetare Sun-
day offers observers a brief break in an other-
wise austere, penitential season: Priests wear 
rose-colored vestments, fl owers may adorn the 
altar, the introit encourages listeners to “Re-
joice!” and the Scripture readings offer encour-
agement.

Laetare Sunday is a vivid reminder that Cath-
olics are an Easter people, called to joy. Unin-
tentionally, perhaps, it is also a reminder that 
Lent is far from over.

For the next few weeks, we are called to con-
tinue to fast from selected indulgences, abstain 
from meat on Fridays and add devotions – all in 
an effort to draw closer to Christ, who suffered, 
died and rose from the dead to reconcile us to 
the Father and to offer us eternal life.

Many and varied are the practices that can 
draw us closer to Christ, but one devotion 
speaks to the heart of the Lenten journey:  The 
Stations of the Cross.

The Via Dolorosa, the Way of the Cross, has 
been followed by Christians since the earliest 
centuries of the Church.  Pilgrims to Jerusalem 
during the time of Constantine followed what 
were believed to be the footsteps of Christ on 
His way to Calvary.  Through the centuries, the 
form has been fi xed, indulgences attached and, 
today, the walls of every Catholic church are 
adorned with artistic representations of the sta-
tions, each one depicting one scene, one event, 
from that fi rst Good Friday.

The stations offer those who pray them a 
chance to perform a kind of pilgrimage.  We fol-
low as Jesus is condemned to death, falls three 
times, meets His mother, is nailed to the cross 
and fi nally dies this terrible death by crucifi x-
ion. 

We can pray the stations privately, walking 
around the church, symbolically walking the 
Via Crucis, the Way of the Cross.  When the 
stations are offered as a public prayer service, 
the priest or deacon as leader walks in our place 

as we stand, kneel and turn to 
face each station.

The music of the beautiful 
Stabat Mater calls forth our 
heartfelt sorrow as we sing its 
verses, moving from station 
to station.  This 13th century 
Latin hymn has more than 60 
English translations and has 
inspired choral and orchestral 
compositions by Palestrina, 
Haydn, Rossini and many oth-
ers.

Who could fail to be moved, 
calling to mind the image of 
Our Lady standing at the foot of 
the cross?  Stabat Mater can be 
translated as “the mother was 
standing.”  In plain English, we 
would say, “she stood there.”  
She stood there and watched 
her only son suffer and die for 
our salvation.  The hymn asks, 
“Can the human heart refrain 
from partaking in her pain, in 
that Mother’s pain untold?”

Parishes around the archdio-
cese are making a special effort 
to make this beautiful devotion 
available.  Many churches offer 
a “simple supper” or “Lenten 
meal” either before or after 
Stations of the Cross, often on 
Friday evenings; parish bulletins 
and websites contain precise 
times and locations.

At Saint Monica’s in Edmond, church sec-
retary Stacy Sample reports that the Hispanic 
community of Saint Monica’s will present live, 
outdoor Stations of the Cross at 4 p.m. on Good 
Friday, April 18.

At Saint Francis, the eighth grade class of Ro-
sary School will enact “Shadow Stations” at 10 
a.m. on Good Friday, April 16.

In addition to the traditional version of sta-
tions offered in most parishes, bookstores and 
online sites feature stations for peace, scriptural 

stations, stations for families, stations for the 
sick and suffering, and stations for the military.

If we haven’t spent the time or made the effort 
as of yet to renew our spiritual life this Lenten 
season, many opportunities still exist in every 
parish.  The Stations of the Cross are still being 
offered, Mass will still be said and confessions 
will still be heard.  It’s not yet too late to have a 
meaningful Lent.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer and an adjunct 
professor of English at several area colleges. Tina 
Korbe Dzurisin also contributed to this article.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

The practice of almsgiving is illustrated in a window at the Shrine of St. 
Anne de Beaupre in Quebec City. (CNS photo/Crosiers)

Chrism Mass manifests universality of the Church
As Holy Week approaches, the arch-

bishop, priests and many lay Catholics 
plan to attend the annual archdioce-
san-wide Chrism Mass, which occurs 
on Holy Thursday.

At this Mass, slated this year for 6 
p.m. April 15 at Our Lady of Perpetu-
al Help Cathedral in Oklahoma City, 
Archbishop Paul Coakley will bless all 
the Holy Oils to be used throughout the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in the 
coming year.

Those Holy Oils include three distinct 
oils, used for three distinct purposes: 
the Oil of the Sick, used for the Anoint-
ing of the Sick; the Oil of the Catechu-
mens, used in connection with the sac-
rament of Baptism; and Holy Chrism, 
used for Baptism, Confi rmation and 

Holy Orders.
The archdiocesan Offi ce of Wor-

ship and Spiritual Life specially se-
lects representatives from around the 
archdiocese to present each oil to the 
archbishop. The archbishop receives 
the oils, prays over them and blesses 
them. All over the world, at every hour 
for 24 hours, bishops in other dioces-
es are doing the same. Subsequently, 
the various parishes around the world 
will receive these oils. For the next 365 
days, bishops, priests and deacons will 
use these oils as they administer the 
sacraments to the faithful throughout 
the universal church.

Why oil? “To be ‘the anointed’ of the 
Lord indicate(s) receiving a special 
vocation from the Lord and the empow-
erment of the Holy Spirit to fulfi ll that 
vocation,” according to a 2003 column 

from the then-dean of the Notre Dame 
Graduate School of Christendom Col-
lege. As Saint Paul wrote in 2 Corinthi-
ans 1:21, “God is the one who fi rmly 
establishes us along with you in Christ; 
it is He who anointed us and has sealed 
us, thereby depositing the fi rst pay-
ment, the Spirit, in our hearts.”

Also at the Chrism Mass, the priests 
of the archdiocese gather to renew 
their commitment to priestly service; 
the Cathedral altar is surrounded by 
priests concelebrating the Mass with 
the archbishop. During his homily, the 
archbishop often preaches to the theme 
of “priestly anointing, urging the priests 
to be faithful in fulfi lling their offi ce and 
inviting them to renew publicly their 
priestly promises,” according to the 
website of the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops.

By The Sooner Catholic Staff
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.com:

 Saint Gregory’s Univer-
sity recently announced a 
new Pastoral Scholarship 
Program, which will provide 
50 fully-funded, four-year 
fi nancial aid packages to 
students nominated by their 
parish priest. To learn more 
about the program, including 
how and when to apply, visit 
www.soonercatholic.com.  

The Central Region 
Council of Catholic Women 
(CRCCW), an affi liate of the 
National Council of Catholic 
Women (NCCW), hosted its 
annual Women of Achieve-
ment Luncheon March 22 
at Saint Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Church in Oklaho-
ma City. The event honored 
17 women for their commit-
ment and service to their 
local parish and greater com-
munity. For a full review of 
the event, as well as photos 
and bios of the winners, visit 
www.soonercatholic.com.

Find more coverage of the 
March 25 Catholic Advoca-
cy Day, including practical 
tips for advocacy and a run-
down of legislation to watch, 
online.

Saint Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in Tonkawa, Okla., 
celebrated the feast day of 
Saint Joseph March 23 with 
an Oklahoma spin on an Ital-
ian tradition. To read more 
about their Saint Joseph’s 
Table and customs associat-
ed with this great saint, visit 
www.soonercatholic.com.

Admissions

On page 10 of the March 23 
issue of the Sooner Catholic, 
in the article “Oklahoma City 
to host Knights of Columbus 
State Convention,” we mis-
takenly reported the require-
ments to become a member of 
the Knights of Columbus. Any 
young man 18 years of age or 
older and a practicing Catho-
lic in good standing is wel-
come to the join the Knights; 
he does not have to be a 
citizen of the country in which 
he resides. We also mistak-
enly wrote that the Center 
for Family Love in Okarche is 
operated by the Knights. The 
Knights of Columbus founded 
the Center for Family Love; 
a separate board and staff 
operate the Center. We regret 
both errors.

Exclusively on 
the website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
April 6 – Confi rmation, 10:30 a.m., Church of Saint Mary, Guthrie
April 6 – Scout Awards Mass, 4 p.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
April 8 – Department Head Meeting, 10 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
April 8 – Finance Council Meeting, 2 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
April 9 – Confi rmation, 6 p.m., Saint Francis Xavier Church, Enid
April 11 –Retreat for Catholic Pastoral Center and Catholic Charities Staff, Our Lady of Guadalupe Youth 
Camp
April 13 – Palm Sunday Mass, 10 a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
April 15 – Priests Afternoon of Prayer at Our Lady’s Cathedral
April 15 – Chrism Mass, 6 p.m., Our Lady’s Cathedral
April 17 – Holy Thursday – Mass of Our Lord’s Supper, 7 p.m., Our Lady’s Cathedral
April 18 – Good Friday – Passion of the Lord Liturgy, 7 p.m., Our Lady’s Cathedral
April 19 – Easter Vigil, 8:30 p.m., Our Lady’s Cathedral

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

While Oklahoma City-based Hobby Lobby has been 
having its high-profi le day before the highest court 
in the land, another local entity has now entered the 
legal fray over the government’s controversial HHS 
mandate.  As reported in the last issue of the Soon-
er Catholic, the Oklahoma-based Catholic Benefi ts 
Association has fi led a complaint in the United States 
District Court for the Western District of Oklahoma to 
challenge the mandate that requires nearly all em-
ployers to provide employees with health insurance 
that covers contraceptives, abortion-inducing drugs, 
sterilization and related counseling.

The Catholic Benefi ts Association (CBA), of which 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City is a member, con-
tends in its suit that the HHS mandate violates the 
religious liberty of Catholic employers who are morally 
opposed to the use of these drugs and services on re-
ligious grounds.  The use of these drugs and services 
are, in fact, contrary to offi cial Catholic teaching.  The 
mandate imposes an unacceptable burden on those 
who are being forced to violate their consciences in 
order to fulfi ll the law with its immoral mandate. The 
fl aw in the government’s attempt to reconcile these 
differences is rooted in its effort to defi ne who is “re-
ligious enough” to qualify for an exemption from this 
burdensome mandate.   The government essentially 
has reduced religious liberty to the freedom to wor-
ship.  Religious liberty and the freedom to worship 
are not equivalent. The freedom to worship, for exam-
ple, is not unheard of even under some totalitarian 
regimes. The full robust meaning of religious liberty 
enshrined in the First Amendment of our Constitution 
and in our Catholic tradition is much broader.   

Under the current exemptions being doled out 
by the administration, parishes and dioceses with 
an explicit religious purpose are exempt.  Houses 
of worship are exempt.  But those Catholic entities 
which put faith into action in service to others are not 

exempt.  Separately incor-
porated Catholic schools 
are non-exempt.  Catho-
lic charitable and service 
agencies are not exempt.  
Catholic health care enti-
ties are not exempt.  The 
Little Sisters of the Poor 
who care for the aged are 
not exempt.  These Catholic entities are not exempt 
because they will not and cannot limit the scope of 
their outreach to serving only Catholic or employing 
only Catholics.  They live out the Gospel mandate to 
serve one and all in the name of Christ as an expres-
sion of our Catholic faith and Christian charity. 

The Catholic Benefi ts Association already has more 
than 200 members from across the United States.  
They include Catholic dioceses and archdioceses, 
Catholic schools, Catholic non-profi t, charitable and 
health care entities.  But the membership also in-
cludes for-profi t Catholic businesses which desire to 
provide morally acceptable and life-affi rming health 
care coverage for their employees. Though many 
similar suits have been fi led seeking religious liberty 
protection from the burdensome demands of the HHS 
mandate, this is the fi rst class-action lawsuit.

Through its subsidiary, the Catholic Insurance 
Company, the CBA has also arranged for health pro-
vider networks to assist Catholic employers in provid-
ing comprehensive quality health care that honors the 
dignity of the human person.  For more information 
on the CBA please visit their website at lifeaffi rming-
care.com

Please join me in praying for the success of this 
important legal action and the many other initiatives 
whose aim is to strengthen and preserve religious lib-
erty, our fi rst and fundamental freedom.  Saint Thom-
as More, pray for us!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

A commitment to life-affi rming 
care and religious liberty

Archbishop Coak-
ley and Father Joe 
Irwin, Director of 
Seminarians (to the 
left of the archbish-
op), recently visited 
Seminario Hispano 
de Santa Maria de 
Guadalupe in Mex-
ico where archdi-
ocesan seminarian 
Rodrigo Serna (far 
left) is studying. 
They are pictured 
with the director 
of the seminary 
Father Rodrigo 
Benitez Flores (far 
right).
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Bless me, Father: Pope leads by example, goes to confession

VATICAN CITY — Leading a penitential litur-
gy in St. Peter’s Basilica, Pope Francis sur-
prised his liturgical adviser by going to confes-
sion during the service.

After an examination of conscience March 28, 
the pope and 61 priests moved into confession-
als or to chairs set up against the walls to offer 
the sacrament to individual penitents.

However, as Msgr. Guido Marini, master 
of papal liturgical ceremonies, was showing 
which confessional the pope would be using to 
hear confessions, the pope pointed to another 
confessional nearby, indicating that he himself 
was going to fi rst confess.

The pope, dressed in a simple white alb and 
purple stole, spent about three minutes kneel-
ing before the priest’s open confessional and 
received absolution. The priest also clasped the 
pope’s hands and kissed his simple silver ring.

Pope Francis then went to another confes-
sional and spent about 40 minutes hearing 
confessions.

In his homily, the pope said following God’s 
call to conversion is not supposed to happen 
only during Lent, but is a lifetime commitment. 
He also spoke about two key characteristics of 
Christian life: putting on a “new self, created 
in God’s way” and living in and sharing God’s 
love.

Renewal in Christ comes with baptism, which 
frees people from sin and welcomes them as 
children of God and members of Christ and his 
church, he said.

“This new life lets us see the world with dif-
ferent eyes without being distracted anymore 
by the things that don’t matter and that can’t 
last for long,” he said.

Shedding sinful behaviors and focusing on 
the essential become a daily commitment so 
that a life “deformed by sin” can become a life 
“illuminated by grace” from God.

When hearts are renewed and “created in 
God’s way,” good behavior follows, he said, 
for example: “always speaking the truth and 
steering clear of all lies; no stealing, but rather, 
sharing what one has with others, especial-
ly with those in need; not giving in to anger, 

rancor and revenge, but being meek, magnan-
imous and ready to forgive; not taking part in 
malicious gossip that ruins the good name of 
people, but looking mainly for the good side in 
everyone.”

The second aspect of Christian life is living 
in God’s eternal love, the pope said. God never 
tires of looking out for his children, both those 
who have lost their way and those who have 
remained faithful by his side.

Jesus, in fact, calls on everyone to imitate 
this same merciful love and become “credible 
disciples of Christ in the world,” he said.

God’s love cannot be held inside, “it’s open 
by its very nature, it spreads and is fruitful, it 
always generates new love,” he said.

In that missionary spirit, the penitential litur-
gy opened an initiative called “24 Hours for the 
Lord,” sponsored by the Pontifi cal Council for 
Promoting New Evangelization.

The council asked dioceses around the world 
to have at least one parish open all day and 
night March 28, so that anyone could go to 
confession and take part in eucharistic adora-
tion. It’s part of the pope’s focus on celebrating 
God’s mercy and power of forgiveness.

Young people belonging to different parishes 
and different movements in Rome were to be 
out on the streets during the night, inviting 
their peers to go into the churches to pray, to 
confess or just to talk to a priest.

In his homily, Pope Francis praised the initia-
tive and those who would be hitting the streets 
to share the joy of God’s mercy and invite 
others to discover a deeper relationship with 
Christ.

“Tell them that our father is waiting for us, 
our father forgives us, and even more, he cele-
brates,” the pope said.

Even with all of one’s sins and mistakes, 
God, “instead of scolding us, he celebrates,” the 
pope said. “And you have to tell this, tell this 
to lots of people today” so they can experience 
God’s mercy and love.

By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

A clergyman hears confession from Pope Francis during 
a penitential liturgy in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican 
March 28. Pope Francis surprised his liturgical adviser 
by going to confession during the service. Insert: Pope 
Francis hears confession from a man during a peniten-
tial liturgy in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican (CNS 
photos/L’Osservatore Romano via Reuters) 

Pope and Obama discuss religious freedom, life issues, immigration 

VATICAN CITY — In their fi rst en-
counter, Pope Francis received U.S. 
President Barack Obama at the Vat-
ican March 27 for a discussion that 
touched on several areas of tension 
between the Catholic Church and 
the White House, including religious 
freedom and medical ethics. 

During an unusually long 50-min-
ute meeting, the two leaders dis-
cussed “questions of particular rel-
evance for the church in (the U.S.), 
such as the exercise of the rights to 
religious freedom, life and conscien-
tious objection as well as the issue 
of immigration reform,” the Vatican 
said in statement.

The mentions of religious freedom 
and conscientious objection presum-
ably referred to the contraception 
mandate in the new health care law, 
which has become a major source of 
confl ict between the administration 
and the church.

According to the Vatican state-
ment, Pope Francis and Obama also 
had an “exchange of views on some 
current international themes, and it 
was hoped that in areas of confl ict, 
there would be respect for human-
itarian and international law and 
a negotiated solution between the 
parties involved.”

In September, Pope Francis 
launched a high-profi le campaign 

against Obama’s proposal for mil-
itary strikes to punish the govern-
ment of President Bashar Assad for 
its presumed use of chemical weap-
ons. The pope wrote to Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin, host of a G-20 
summit, decrying the “futile pursuit 
of a military solution,” and a few 
days later led a prayer vigil for peace 
in Syria that drew some 100,000 
people to St. Peter’s Square.

The Vatican did highlight two 
points of harmony with Obama in 
the discussions: immigration reform, 
on which the administration’s posi-
tion is closer to that of U.S. bishops 
than that of the Republican opposi-
tion; and a “common commitment 
to the eradication of traffi cking in 
human persons in the world.”

Later in the day, at a joint news 
conference with Italian Prime Minis-
ter Matteo Renzi, Obama said he had 
spent the “largest bulk of the time” 
with the pope discussing “issues of 
the poor, the marginalized, those 
without opportunity and growing 
inequality” and the “challenges of 
confl ict and how elusive peace is 
around the world,” particularly in 
the Middle East.

Obama said Pope Francis “did not 
touch in detail” on the contraception 
mandate, but that in the president’s 
subsequent meeting with Cardinal 
Pietro Parolin, Vatican secretary of 
state, “we discussed briefl y the issue 
of making sure that conscience and 

religious freedom was (sic) observed 
in the context of applying the law.” 

“I pledged to continue to dialogue 
with the U.S. conference of bishops 
to make sure we can strike the right 
balance” on the issue, Obama said. 

At the end of their talk, Pope Fran-
cis gave Obama a bound edition of 
his apostolic exhortation “Evangelii 
Gaudium” (“The Joy of the Gospel”), 
published last November. The gift 
prompted the president to respond: 
“You know, I actually will probably 
read this in the Oval Offi ce when I 
am deeply frustrated, and I am sure 
it will give me strength and will calm 
me.”

“I hope,” the pope replied with a 
laugh.

In a December speech, Obama 
quoted a passage from the exhor-
tation in which the pope lamented: 
“How can it be that it is not a news 
item when an elderly homeless per-
son dies of exposure, but it is news 
when the stock market loses two 
points?”

Pope Francis also presented 
Obama with a pair of bronze me-
dallions, one commemorating the 
17th-century construction of the col-
onnades around St. Peter’s Square; 
another portraying an angel that 
brings together the world’s North 
and South in “solidarity and peace 
founded on justice.”

Organizers of the September 2015 
World Meeting of Families have 

voiced hopes that Pope Francis will 
attend that event, which could be the 
occasion for a state visit to the U.S.

“I invited and urged him to come 
to the United States, telling him that 
people would be overjoyed to see 
him,” Obama said later.

Obama’s visit to the Vatican came 
in the course of a six-day interna-
tional trip that included stops in the 
Netherlands and Belgium and was 
scheduled to end in Saudi Arabia. 
The pope greeted the president out-
side his library.

“Wonderful meeting you, I’m a 
great admirer,” Obama told the pope 
as they shook hands.

Inside the library, the two leaders 
sat down on either side of the pope’s 
desk, each with an interpreter beside 
him. Through his interpreter, Msgr. 
Mark Miles, the pope, who spoke in 
Spanish, could be heard telling the 
president: “I’d like you to feel really 
at home here.”

During an extended handshake at 
the end of the meeting, Obama told 
the pope: “My family has to be with 
me on this journey. They’ve been 
very strong. Pray for them. I would 
appreciate it.”

After his meeting with the pope, 
Obama met with Cardinal Parolin for 
more than half an hour. Kerry, Rice 
and Archbishop Dominique Mam-
berti, the Vatican’s foreign minister, 
also participated in that meeting.

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service 
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What the Bible has to say about freedom
For the better part of two centuries now, one of the 

standard tropes in western high culture has held that 
the-God-of-the-Bible-is-the-enemy-of-human-freedom. 
This past December, Professor Rémi Brague exploded 
that myth in a lecture at the Pontifi cal Urban Univer-
sity. Professor Brague’s talk was a running commen-
tary on a fl orilegium of biblical texts; I can’t fi t the 
entire roster into a single column, but the following 
selections (the text preceding a summary of Brague’s 
remarks on that Scripture, with a few additions from 
me) may be aids to Lenten refl ection.

And on the seventh day God fi nished his work which 
he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from 
all his work which he had done. So God blessed the 
seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rest-
ed from all his work which he had done (Gn 2:2-3): In 
establishing and blessing the Sabbath, God created  
“free time,” time for the activities that befi t free human 
beings. 

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy … the 
seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; in it you 
shall do no work, you, or your son, or your daughter, 
your manservant, or your maidservant, or your cattle, 
or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in six 
days the Lord made heaven and earth … and rested 
the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath 
day and hallowed it (Ex 20: 8-11): This Sabbath time-
for-leisure encompasses everyone, not just slave-own-
ers. All are called to leisure, and thus the Sabbath has 
a profound social dimension: it’s the thin wedge by 
which freedom enters ancient societies, eradicating the 
distinction between masters and slaves.

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of bond-
age (Ex 20:2): As Israel’s liberation from 
Egypt demonstrated in a nation-form-
ing experience, God not only creates us 
free; God sets us free and then provides 
a “codifi cation of freedom” in the Ten 
Commandments. The Decalogue is not 
the imposition of the will of an arbitrary 
divinity; the Ten Commandments help 
the liberated from falling back into the 
bad moral habits of slaves, and thus 
help a free people remain faithful to the 
logic of their liberation. 

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand fast, there-
fore, and do not submit again to the yoke of slavery 
(Gal 5:1): Sin is a weakening of liberty, not an expres-
sion of human freedom. Freedom is not a matter of 
doing what we like, “my way”; freedom is freely choos-
ing what is good, and what can be known to be good, 
as a matter of moral habit – which is another word for 
“virtue.” 

The creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 
decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the children of 
God (Rom 8:21): The God of the Bible creates history 
as the stage on which the drama of freedom is played 
out. And at the end of that drama is Easter, in which 
self-giving love is proven stronger than death, creation 
is restored and the true meaning of freedom is con-
fi rmed.

George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the 
Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. 
Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic 
Register, the newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver.

By George 
Weigel

Getting it Over the Line: Catechesis that Evangelizes
If you’ve been paying attention to catechesis at 

all, you have probably experienced a few sessions 
of hand-wringing.  With a 70 percent dropout rate 
by the age of adulthood, we have to wonder: Why is 
catechesis not producing the desired results?  Many 
people are nostalgic about the days when memoriza-
tion of the Baltimore Catechism was standard practice.  
However idyllic may be our notions of those days, the 
reality is that the Church has been wrestling for most 
of the 20th century with the problem of how to deliver 
its catechesis more effectively.  The modern catecheti-
cal movement that began in the late 1800s arose out of 
a sense of frustration with the fruits of the old “memo-
rization method.”  

Over the course of the 20th century, successive 
waves of new approaches were introduced that inte-
grated educational theory, insights from psychology, a 
return to an older form of “kergymatic catechesis” and 
the attempt to create a better world via “prophetic cat-
echesis” focused on the pursuit of peace and justice.  
For more than a century, this multitude of approaches 
has been being tried and tested.   What, if any, clarity 
has been gained from this long season of seeking to 
be more effective in the delivery of the content of our 
faith?  If we study these phases of the catechetical 
movement through the lenses of the teaching of our 
last four “evangelical popes” we can see the impact of 
each of these movements in their thinking.  I’d like to 
consider briefl y the impact of the kerygmatic approach, 
the chief aim of which is to call people to personal con-
version to Jesus Christ and to discipleship.

Pope John Paul II’s apostolic exhortation “Catechesis 
in our Times” emphasizes the effective proclamation 
of the “kerygma” that sparks personal conversion and 
leads one into an intimate personal relationship with 
the Lord in the Church.  Effective catechesis is im-
possible without journeying people through an initial 
experience of personal conversion.  Pope John Paul II 
wrote, 

A certain number of children baptized in infancy come 
for catechesis in the parish without receiving any other 
initiation into the faith and still without any explicit 
personal attachment to Jesus Christ; they only have 
the capacity to believe placed within them by Baptism 
and the presence of the Holy Spirit … many pre-ado-
lescents and adolescents who have been baptized and 
been given a systematic catechesis and the sacraments 
still remain hesitant for a long time about committing 
their whole lives to Jesus Christ … This means that 

“catechesis” must often concern itself 
not only with nourishing and teach-
ing the faith, but also with arousing it 
unceasingly with the help of grace, with 
opening the heart, with converting, and 
with preparing total adherence to Jesus 
Christ on the part of those who are still 
on the threshold of faith.  (Section 19)

To put it more precisely: within the 
whole process of evangelization, the aim 
of catechesis is to be the teaching and 
maturation stage, that is to say, the period in which the 
Christian, having accepted by faith the person of Jesus 
Christ as the one Lord and having given Him complete 
adherence by sincere conversion of heart, endeavors to 
know better this Jesus to whom he has entrusted 
himself.  (Section 20)

Trying to catechize people who have not taken this 
step is like trying to land a plane where there is no 
runway—the plane can dump the precious cargo on 
the unprepared ground below, but the mission will not 
be accomplished if it remains in the boxes, unassem-
bled and untried.  Through baptism, grace is present, 
but often latent.  The act of self-entrustment to Jesus 
Christ sparks the potency of our baptismal grace, thus 
preparing the “space” for catechesis to be received. 
Preparing people for such an act of self-entrustment to 
Jesus Christ requires more than a communication of 
doctrinal content: they need to meet real people who 
have actually entrusted themselves to Jesus, credi-
ble “witnesses” who can give testimony to their own 
encounter and relationship with Jesus Christ, who 
has proven himself worthy of their trust.  Once that 
decision is made, catechesis will have the proper space 
in which to take root.  Only in the context of a self-en-
trusted life does the doctrinal, moral and sacramental 
content of the Catholic faith make sense.

As Catholics we are often beset by an internal “cul-
ture of silence” regarding the personal experience of a 
relationship with Jesus.  It is rare to ever hear person-
al testimony outside of a variety of rarifi ed environ-
ments like retreats and conferences.  My hope is that 
steps can be taken to make it a more normal part of 
everyday Catholic experience.  The Offi ce of New Evan-
gelization will begin developing some resources over 
the coming months to help us to begin the process of 
making it normal.  Watch this space!

By Carole 
Brown, Ph.D.
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A Spring Break spent in service: OU law students assist in Uganda

While others equate Spring 
Break with relaxing beaches and 
parties, a group of OU Law stu-
dents experienced what it means 
to be the serving hands of God in 
a country recently torn apart by 
war. Over Spring Break, OU’s “Law 
Students for Africa” traveled to 
Northern Uganda and stayed with 
Saint Monica’s Tailoring Center for 
Girls in Gulu. 

Ally Simon, third-year law stu-
dent from St. Louis and president 
of OU’s “Law Students for Africa,” 
returned home with a heart fi lled 
with gratitude.

“Meeting people who have sur-
vived a brutal war and terrible 
post-war conditions and noticing 
how happy and content they were 
with life was truly an eye-opener,” 
said Simon. “It’s obvious that God 
is with these people because they 
are the happiest and kindest peo-
ple I ever met.”

Saint Monica’s takes in girls who 
haven’t been able to take advan-
tage of traditional education. Many 
have been abductees of Joseph 
Kony and his Lord’s Resistance 
Army. Others lost years of educa-
tion while living in refugee camps 
during the war. The girls learn a 
trade such as tailoring, catering or 
hair styling, along with the tools to 
become self-reliant. 

“What is fruitful is to see young 
women who used to walk with 
their head down because they 
were robbed of their self-worth 
and dignity now walking with their 
heads up,” explains Saint Moni-

ca’s supervisor, Sister Rosemary 
Nyirumbe. 

A tough yet tender Sister of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus based in 
South Sudan, Sister Rosemary be-
gan this ministry to serve margin-
alized women and their children. 
In addition to learning a vocational 
skill, the girls also have an op-
portunity to heal emotionally and 
learn general life skills. “The wom-
en are no longer sex slaves or beg-
gars, but they are free and have 
won the battle by talking through 
the pain with a lot of patience.” 

Luke Miles, second-year law stu-
dent from Lake Charles, La., noted 
that “returning to a comparatively 
simple life, not having distractions 
such as TV, being in a third world 
country where you have so much 
even if you don’t have anything, is 
a good reminder of how deep our 

calling to serve other people is.” 
“We kind of gloss over that call-

ing,” he added. “You can cut a 10 
percent tithe and feel good about 
it, but it’s really about being the 
hand and not just the money be-
hind the hand.”

OU students were able to enter 
into this special community of 
sisters, eating with them, singing 
with them and attending Mass 
with them. Seeing similarities be-
tween Pope Francis and the sis-
ters, Miles said their engagement 
with the world around them serves 
as an important reminder to be 
out there among the people.

“I brought back a greater capaci-
ty for love than I left with,” he said. 
“A better depth of understanding 
of people, and hopefully a longer 
lasting call to serve. We have to 
renew ourselves, to breathe the 

breath of God. And you can only 
do that by putting yourself among 
people who need your love and 
then loving them, even if you don’t 
get anything back from it.” 

A humble Sister Rosemary ex-
plained that her time with OU Law 
students was benefi cial because 
they were able to see and identify 
solutions together. She said “OU is 
just on top of it.” She also main-
tains that it is important for people 
to come live the ministry because 
“seeing is believing.”

“The relationship with OU is 
huge because the volunteers who 
come to Uganda return and speak 
about what they have seen,” said 
Sister Rosemary. “They have be-
come our ambassadors and some-
times they see the need better 
than me. The relationship with OU 
is making us go the extra mile in 
our mission.”

During the trip, OU’s law stu-
dents identifi ed a range of basic le-
gal services that the women gradu-
ating from Saint Monica’s will need 
as young entrepreneurs. To deliver 
these services, OU is seeking ways 
to collaborate with Gulu Universi-
ty’s law school.  Sister Rosemary 
that the meeting between students 
and faculty of the two schools has 
already borne fruit: Since the OU 
students visited, she has been get-
ting calls from students of Gulu’s 
law school who want to volunteer 
at Saint Monica’s. 

Rebekah Scaperlanda is a free-
lance writer with a background in 
development, sales, fashion and 
new media. She holds a degree in 
journalism from the University of 
Kansas.

By Rebekah Scaperlanda
For the Sooner Catholic

Lent offers local Catholics opportunities to “live global solidarity every day” 

Catholic Relief Services work-
er Carmen Matty-Cervantes has 
always had an appetite for interna-
tional missions – if not necessar-
ily an appetite for sunny side-up 
eggs.

Born in Mexico, Matty-Cervantes 
moved at the age of seven with her 
family to Stockton, Calif., where 
her mother worked for the local 
diocese.

When Matty-Cervantes was in 
high school, she joined one of her 
mother’s coworkers, a Dominican 
Sister of the Christian Doctrine, 
on a mission to Tijuana, Mexico. 
They stayed at a local monsignor’s 
house next to a cloistered convent 
of Dominican Sisters, who pre-
pared their meals.

“We went to Tijuana and it was 
one of the best months of my life,” 
Matty-Cervantes said. “I never 
laughed so much (but) I was really 
challenged by the food; they served 
sunny side-up eggs, and I do not 
like those.”

She dislikes them so much, in 
fact, that, on the fi rst day of the 
mission, she attempted to hide 
her uneaten eggs in the corn leaf 
of her tamale – but the Dominican 
Sister accompanying her saw her.

“We leave the convent and Sister 
goes, ‘Now don’t think I didn’t see 

what you did. Remember, you’re 
on missions and we’re going to 
be living off the generosity of the 
people, and that’s a lot of eggs 
because they’re the cheapest!’” 
Matty-Cervantes remembers. “I 
was like, ‘I am so doomed.’”

In the end, though, the trip led 
to a life serving internationally.

“Every time I fi nished a major 
level of education, I volunteered 
as a way of giving thanks and to 
get to see the world and be chal-
lenged,” she said.

She spent seven months in the 
Philippines, a year in Spain and, 
then, as a Maryknoll lay mis-
sioner, three-and-a-half years in 
Tanzania.

It was in Tanzania that she 
fi rst learned about Catholic Relief 
Services, the international human-
itarian arm of the United States 
Catholic Church.

“I had to go all the way across 
the world to fi nd out about it!” 
Matty-Cervantes says.

She applied for the CRS Inter-
national Development Fellow-
ship Program and was accepted; 
trained in Burkina Faso; worked 
in Mali for two years on a program 
that provided hot lunches and 
nutritional support to children 
under fi ve, as well as income-gen-
erating activities for women; and 
then was transferred to Haiti, 

where she fi rst served as Safety 
Net Coordinator for orphanages 
and homes for the elderly and now 
serves as Education Coordinator 
for the Catholic Education Initia-
tive, a program that trains Haitian 
schoolteachers.

She’s determined that other U.S. 
Catholics shouldn’t have to go as 
long as she did without knowing 
the good work CRS does. Last 
month, as a part of a speaker 
tour, she came to the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City to inform local 
Catholics about CRS’ humanitari-
an work abroad.

“We’re taking action on behalf of 
U.S. Catholics,” she said, noting 
that CRS works differently than 
many other international orga-
nizations because it employs the 
Catholic teachings of respect for 
human life, global solidarity and 
subsidiarity, the principle of ef-
fecting solutions at the most local 
level possible.

“We work with the local Church; 
we work with the local govern-
ment; we work with local organi-
zations, and it’s the locals who 
tell us what the needs are and it’s 
the locals who know the solutions 
also,” she said.

Many projects are made possible 
only by donations to the CRS Rice 
Bowl, an annual Lenten appeal 
with which many local Catho-

lics are familiar. (To learn more, 
including how you can help, visit 
www.crsricebowl.org.)

 “It’s not just during Lent that 
you can help, though,” Matty-Cer-
vantes said. “Live Lent, but not 
just Lent – live global solidarity 
every day.”

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the direc-
tor of communications for the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic

Ways to “live global solidarity”
1. Pray; check out the prayer 

resources at crs.org/prayers/
2. Contribute to CRS Rice Bowl 

at www.crsricebowl.org 
3. Purchase items marked “fair 

trade”
4. Learn more about what CRS 

does at http://crs.org/act/learn/
5. Use one of the meatless rec-

ipes from CRS this Lent: http://
www.crsricebowl.org/recipe-ar-
chive/ Matty-Cervantes notes 
that these recipes aren’t meatless 
because it’s Lent; they come from 
people and places where meat 
is often not readily available or 
affordable. “When you’re eating 
these meatless recipes, it’s in 
global solidarity with the people 
who cannot eat meat Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Saturday, Sunday – and Friday, 
even when it’s not Lent.”
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Meet Our 
Seminarians

This is the 21st part in a 24-part 
series to introduce the seminarians 
of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City to the people they will one day 
serve as priests.

Martin Parizek

1.What is your home parish? 
Saint John Nepomuk in Yukon, Okla.

2. What seminary do you attend? Conception 
Seminary College in Conception, Mo.

3. If it is God’s will, what year will you be or-
dained a priest? 2021

4. How old were you when you fi rst thought that 
God might be calling you to the priesthood? I was 
17; it was the spring semester of my junior year 
of high school when I went to an “Encounter with 
God’s Call” weekend here at Conception.

5.What is your favorite subject in the seminary? 
Philosophy and logic

6. What is the most important thing you have 
learned in the seminary so far?   Self-awareness; it 
is necessary to realize what effect your actions have 
on others if you wish to have any sort of good inter-
action with them. If you don’t realize how you affect 
other people, then how do you know what parts of 
yourself need to grow?

7. What do you look forward to most about becom-
ing a priest? Helping others along the path of life 
and the journey of faith through the sacraments.

8. Who is your favorite saint? My confi rmation 
saint, Saint Martin of Tours

9. Name one thing that every Catholic needs to 
know. God loves each and every one of you as if 
you were the only one He ever created.

10. Describe your relationship with Christ. My 
relationship with Christ is constantly growing and 
changing. Often, I can fi nd it hard to defi ne if I’m 
not focusing on God, but He is always waiting for 
me when I fi nally turn back to Him. 

11. Why choose a life of sacrifi cial love in any 
vocation rather than a life of self-gratifi cation? In a 
life of self-gratifi cation you are only satisfi ed when 
you have the most and the best, but, no matter 
what you have, there will always be someone who 
either has something better, whether through 
quality or quantity, or someone who has something 
that is close to what you have. You will never be 
satisfi ed and will hate everyone because you think 
they are a threat to your “power.” This of course 
leads to much unneeded stress and destroys many 
friendships if not the friends themselves. With 
sacrifi cial love, you are happy only when you can 
empty yourself out for others. You are happy when 
you can give the most and the best to others, when 
you can give something so great to someone that 
they wish to share it with everyone. This of course 
leads to you receiving so much more than you gave 
of yourself, and it doesn’t stop there because it is 
a chain reaction of giving. The more you give, the 
more you receive, and the more you receive, the 
more you can give. The fewer people you put down, 
the fewer who want to see you fall, and the more 
you lift up, the more who can help you when you 
stumble.

Catholic author Mark Shea at Lenten mission: 
‘Our faith is the truest picture of the world’

The qualms with Catholicism are many, 
but one reason to accept Catholicism trumps 
them all: It is true, says Catholic convert, 
apologist, blogger and author Mark Shea, 
who recently headlined a Lenten mission at 
Saint John the Baptist Catholic Church in 
Edmond.

On the fi rst night of the mission, Shea laid 
out a handful of typical arguments against 
Catholicism – it’s too complex or too simple, 
too obsessed with doctrine or too lazy about 
it, too tolerant or too bigoted – and then 
dismantled them, advising attendees to be 
cautious of ideology that divides.

“Ideology is always credible because it is 
founded in a truth, but it must leave out 
other truths” that should not be dismissed, 
he said.  

At the root of our public acceptance of the 
Gospel must not be a desire to advance some 
specifi c cause to the exclusion of others, Shea 
said, citing C.S. Lewis. At the root of our 
public acceptance of the Gospel must be a 
sincere faith in Jesus Christ and His Church.

 On the second night of the mission, Shea 
emphasized that the Eucharist is the source 
and summit of the truth of Catholicism.

Shea himself came to the truth of the Real 
Presence by methodically dispelling common 
objections to the Church’s teaching on the 
Eucharist, a process he later chronicled in 
his book, “This is My Body: An Evangelical 
Discovers the Real Presence.”

One by one, the former evangelical Chris-
tian explored the arguments against the Real 
Presence. As he searched through Scripture, 
early Church practices and writings of the 
early Church Fathers, he found overwhelm-
ing evidence that the Eucharist is, in fact, the 
body, blood, soul and divinity of Christ.  

“The early Christians who were there un-
derstood it very clearly from the beginning 
what He meant it to be and that they were 
participating in the body and blood of Christ,” 
Shea said.

The third and fi nal night of the mission, 
Shea unraveled – “much like a strand of DNA, 
which if unwound would stretch for more 
than 30 miles” – the meaning of the Our Fa-
ther.  

Taking each line of the prayer, Shea re-
vealed the depth of union with God that 
reciting the Our Father can bring if one truly 

understands what’s there.
For instance, the line “… as we forgive 

those who trespass against us” calls the 
faithful to be radical forgivers.  

“Not forgiving is like drinking poison and 
expecting the other person to die.  It destroys 
us,” Shea said. “If we do not forgive, we will 
not be forgiven.  God gives grace, not magic.  
If you have your hand in a fi st at others, then 
God won’t pry it open to pour out his graces 
of forgiveness in it. God shows us his love for 
us in that while we are sinners, he dies for 
us. We must have the help of God’s grace to 
be able to forgive, which is too diffi cult for us 
alone.”

Following the presentation each of the three 
nights, parishioners and guests were able 
to select from a sizable collection of Shea’s 
books and writings for purchase and an au-
tograph.  Shea’s enthusiasm for the faith was 
evident as he spoke individually with those 
who had questions and wanted more direc-
tion. 

Shea said his goal for the three-night 
mission was for people to “come away with a 
deeper understanding of Him in whom we be-
lieve and what He’s given us in the Eucharist, 
which is Himself.”

Those who attended the mission did indeed 
come away with a clearer picture of just what 
it means to be Catholic.

 “Our faith is the truest picture of our world 
and what it means to be human.  It is our 
pathway to the divine,” Shea said.

Lois Korbe is a freelance copy editor and 
writer living in Edmond, Okla.

By Lois Korbe
For the Sooner Catholic

Mark Shea (seated) visits with parishioners.

Mark Shea is pictured here with the Evangelization Board of Saint John the Baptist Catholic Church.
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Bishops at Catholic Advocacy Day: Evangelization leads to human fl ourishing

Christian evangelization and the 
advancement of human fl ourishing 
are profoundly connected because 
Christ not only redeems individual 
persons, but also restores social 
relationships, the two bishops of 
Oklahoma said recently.

Speaking at Catholic Advocacy 
Day at the Oklahoma State Cap-
itol March 25, Archbishop Paul 
Coakley of Oklahoma City and 
Bishop Edward Slattery of Tulsa 
said that Jesus, by His incarnation 
and abiding Eucharistic presence, 
sanctifi es those who believe in Him 
and who are then called to carry 
His presence into the worlds of 
business, commerce and politics.

“We believe that the Holy Spir-
it is active and at work in all our 
human relationships, desiring to 
bring about order and justice in all 
of our human institutions,” Arch-
bishop Coakley said.

Bishop Slattery spoke of Jesus’ 
ability to unite the two unequal 
halves into which many people 
nonsensically divide their lives 
– the religious and secular, the 
pious and profane.

“That Jesus has reconciled the 
whole world to the Father and that 
Christ is Himself a present and 
effective reality in every segment of 
the world forces us to acknowledge 
the sanctity of all life,” he said.

Christian discipleship begins 
with a personal encounter with 
Christ, and from that profound 
personal experience fl ows charity 
toward others, the bishops said.

“Our work on behalf of a more 
just ordering of society is not 
something peripheral to the faith,” 

Archbishop Coakley said. “It fl ows 
from the very heart of our faith, 
our encounter with the person of 
Jesus Christ who reveals the Fa-
ther’s love to us, who reveals our 
own dignity to us and who opens 
up for us a new horizon – a tran-
scendental horizon – of hope.”

“Both Christian preaching and 
the Christian life are meant to 
have an impact on our society, to 
help us prepare here on earth for 
the coming of the reign of God by a 
more just ordering of society where 
charity may reign,” he added.

Christians propose Jesus Christ 
as the truth, as the answer to all 
societal ills, but they do not im-
pose, Bishop Slattery said.

“The truth impose(s) itself, for 
only the truth … can impose,” he 
said. 

All that the Church teaches and 
promotes only elevates, he added.

“When the Church preaches 
against abortion, war, the death 
penalty, against disregard for the 
poor and hungry, and against eu-

thanasia, we’re not putting restric-
tions on our fellow human beings 
or limiting the good of society,” 
he said. “Quite the contrary. The 
social teaching of the Church pro-
motes human dignity and freedom 
of the individual and of human 
societies.”

Given this, it is vital that the 
Church retain a place in the public 
square, the bishops said, express-
ing a concern that the federal 
government in the United States 
today seems intent on abridging 
religious liberty.

“Our traditional understanding 
as Catholics, as Christians and, 
truly, as Americans has never re-
stricted religious liberty to merely 
the right to worship,” Archbishop 
Coakley said. “Certainly that right 
to worship is something that is 
fundamental to us (but) the Con-
stitution has a broader appreci-
ation and understanding of what 
religious freedom entails. It also 
guarantees us the right to live out 
that faith in the public square.”

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is director of 
communications of the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic

Archbishop Paul Coakley and Bishop Edward Slattery at Catholic Advocacy Day

Deacon Kevin Sartorius listens to Advocacy Day speaker Dick Klinge

April is “Child Abuse Prevention Month”
In Matthew 18:5, Jesus says, 

“Whoever receives one little child 
like this in my name receives 
me.” Tragically, many in the 
United States today do not heed 
His words. More than 3 million 
cases of child abuse are con-
firmed in our nation annually. 
Of the 1,640 children who die 
each year from child abuse, most 
are under the age of three. 

In an effort to reduce and elim-
inate child abuse, both religious 
and civic groups throughout the 
nation designate the month of 
April as “Child Abuse Prevention 
Month.”  This year, the Office of 
Safe Environment of the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City has 
tried to work in cooperation with 
other groups to help promote 
the observance of this import-
ant month, which is designed to 
raise awareness about the prob-
lem of child abuse in our society.  

A major activity sponsored by 
the State of Oklahoma is the 
building of “Blue Ribbon Trees.”  
Archdiocesan Safe Environment 
coordinator Sister Catherine 
Powers, CND, has encouraged all 
facilitators of Safe Environment 
in the archdiocese to designate 
at least one tree on their par-
ish property and decorate it 
with blue ribbons.  Such trees 

will stand as a reminder of the 
obligation of all adults to keep 
children safe.  

Sister Catherine also reports 
that April 8 is designated as 
“CAP (Child Abuse Prevention) 
Day at the Capitol.” This year’s 
theme of that special day is “It’s 
Your Turn … Be a Superhero for 
Children.” On April 8, various 
agencies devoted to child care 
and prevention of abuse will 
have an opportunity to showcase 

their services to legislators.  The 
morning events will also include 
a photo opportunity with Gov-
ernor Mary Fallin and a slide-
show of the blue ribbon trees 
displayed throughout the state.  
All of this takes place between 
9:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. on the 
second floor of the Rotunda.  In 
the evening and throughout the 
month, the Skylark Bridge will 
be lit up in blue.  

The Safe Environment Office 

has also invited all clergy, par-
ish/school facilitators, princi-
pals, youth directors and direc-
tors of religious education to 
hear an outstanding speaker, 
Victor Vieth, address the topic 
of “Keeping the Faith:  A Call for 
Collaboration.” Vieth’s presenta-
tion is at 9:30 a.m. April 9 at the 
Metro Technology Centers, BCC 
Auditorium, 1900 Springlake 
Drive, Oklahoma City.  To reg-
ister, interested parties may go 
to www.health.ok.gov and click 
on “Events and Meetings” (at the 
very top of the page).  Registra-
tion is free.

April 27 has been designat-
ed as the 15th annual national 
“Blue Sunday” day of prayer.  On 
this day, all churches, regard-
less of denomination, have been 
asked to pray for the victims of 
child abuse and for those who 
rescue them.  To unite with all 
people of faith in changing the 
heartbreaking child abuse statis-
tics, the Safe Environment Office 
is encouraging our parishes to 
do something as simple as in-
clude an intention in the prayers 
of the faithful for the victims of 
child abuse.  

“Prayer does make a differ-
ence,” Sister Catherine says, “so 
let’s join in the effort.”  

The Archdiocesan Safe Environment committee ties blue ribbons on the tree at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center.
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Challenge Girls’ Club creates display of 3,315 crosses as part of “Choose Life” project
Outside Saint John the Bap-

tist Catholic Church in Edmond, 
thousands of white crosses dot 
the corner of Boulevard and 9th 
Street, accompanied by a sign 
that says “Choose Life.”  The Ed-
mond Challenge Girls’ Club – with 
members from Saint John’s, Saint 
Monica’s and Saint Mary’s-Guth-
rie – created this display in sup-
port of “40 Days for Life.”  They 
made 3,315 crosses and planted 
them in the ground because this 
is the number of abortions per-
formed in the United States each 
day.  

As part of the “Choose Life” 
project, the Edmond Challenge 
girls learned about the stages of 
life in the womb from conception 
until birth.  The also visited the 
Holy Innocents’ Chapel in Warr 
Acres, Okla., and prayed “The 
Seven Sorrows of Mary” during 
adoration at the chapel. 

The members of Edmond Chal-
lenge said they are so thankful 
Saint John’s pastor Father Ray 
Ackerman gave them permission 
to undertake this project.  The 
project had several stages and 
a lot of support from Challenge 
families, friends and the church 
community, including Confi r-
mation classes, Saint Elizabeth 
students and Saint John parish-
ioners.  They also had a very gen-
erous donation of the two large 
signs for the display.  

Lizzie Lyons, a high school se-
nior and Edmond Challenge team 
leader, said, “When I fi rst heard 
about the project, I was con-
cerned about making such a huge 
statement.  However, throughout 
the process of making the cross-
es, I came to understand the vast 
relevance of seeing the individual 
lives behind the number.  Doing 
the project made it a reality to 
me.”

Isabella Gideon, a fi fth-grade 
student and Edmond Challenge 
member says, “This project was 
important to me because it shows 

people what happens in our world 
every day – 3,315 lives lost – and 
that we need to do something 
about it.”

Elaina Noll, a high school soph-
omore and Edmond Challenge 
team leader, said, “The largest 
impact the project had on me was 
seeing the huge number of 3,315 
crosses.  All of the crosses repre-
sent each cross that is given to a 
child of God.  Jesus says ‘Take up 
your cross and follow me.’  But 
this mission is impossible to fulfi ll 
when their lives are taken from 
them.  Even if this whole process 
only saved one life, it would all be 
worth it because it is a life made 
in the image and likeness of God.”

The crosses were planted right 
before the start of Lent and will 
stay up for the 40 days of Lent.  
The members of the Edmond 
Challenge Club said they hope 
these crosses will raise awareness 
of the abortion issue by giving a 
visual reminder to those passing 
by of the lives taken each day by 
abortion.

Challenge is a Catholic club for 
girls to help them grow in virtue, 
friendship and their Catholic faith.  
It’s designed to help girls learn 
about themselves by doing apos-
tolic works and creating a positive 
impact on family, friends and the 
world.  The mission of Challenge 
is to evangelize and transform the 
world by forming today’s young 
girls to give their very best to oth-
ers so that Christian culture will 
prevail in the hearts of everyone 
they meet.  Challenge team mem-
bers consist of 5th-through-8th-
grade girls and their team leaders 
are high school girls.  Challenge 
was founded in 2000 and is cur-
rently operating in more than 150 
parishes and schools in the U.S. 
and Canada with more than 3,500 
members, 200 volunteers and 
500 teen leaders.  There are four 
Challenge Clubs in Oklahoma: 
Edmond, Oklahoma City, Lawton 
and Tulsa.

The members of the Edmond Girls’ Challenge Club visited the Holy Innocents Chapel in Warr Acres as a part of “Choose Life.”A few of the crosses have been claimed and decorated.

Sister Barbara Joseph Foley, CST, 
up for 2014 Lumen Christi Award

Based on her outreach to the homeless through “Sister BJ’s Pan-
try,” Sister Barbara Joseph Foley, CST, is among some 38 nominees 
for the 2014 Lumen Christi Award, sponsored by Catholic Exten-
sion. 

“Sister Barbara Joseph is clearly a woman of great vision,” sai 
Bishop Edward Weisenburger of Salina. “Since its opening, she has 
systematically increased the scope of the pantry to include a garden, 
a book-lending program, a clothing room and an emergency vehicle.

The eventual winner of the Lumen Christi Award will receive a 
grant of $25,000, and the diocese of the winner will receive a match-
ing grant, as well, to be used to support “Sister BJ’s Pantry.”

To support Sister Barbara Joseph’s nomination -- and to help 
her win -- LIKE the Catholic Extension page on Facebook, click on 
the post about the Lumen Christi Award and then VOTE for Sister 
Barbara Joseph.

Birth Choice hosts “Life of the Party”

A live auction was part of the evening’s activities and a big fundraiser as well. 

Barbara Chishko, executive director of 
Birth Choice.

Archbishop Coakley at 
the annual “Life of the 
Party” fundraiser for 
Birth Choice. For more 
on this event, visit 
www.soonercatholic.
com.
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“Noah” reduces biblical story to nothing more than a cinematic spectacle
“Noah” (2014), directed by Darren Aronofsky, 

produced by Paramount Pictures, Regency 
Enterprises, Protozoa Pictures and Disruption 
Entertainment

Reviewed by Rebekah Scaperlanda
An action fi lm packed with environmental-

ist overtones, “Noah” stretched the limits of 
creative license, turning a biblical story into a 
modern blockbuster. 

On the surface, the viewer experiences 
Genesis’ Nephilim, angels who voluntarily fell 
to earth to help the human race, depicted as 
Watchers, 11-foot- tall, six-armed creatures, 
which look like a cross between an Ent and a 
Transformer. Much creative liberty was used 
as these rock-like creatures ultimately help de-
fend Noah in an epic battle scene. At a deeper 
level, the movie suggests that God is a vengeful 
God rather than a grieving God (Genesis 6:5) 
and humans are pests.

The landscape of the fi lm is barren, having 
been consumed by animal-hungry humans. 
Director and co-writer Darren Aronofsky (Black 
Swan, Pi, Requiem for a Dream) described 
Noah as “the fi rst environmentalist.” His retell-
ing equates evil with the destruction of land 
and the eating of meat. The “evils” that befell 
man, greed and violence, stem from fi ghting 
over food as a necessity for survival. God’s 
displeasure with humans was because of the 
destruction of the earth that God gave them.

Aronofsky must have done some biblical 
homework, pulling storylines from other parts 
of the bible, but in his time-lapse re-telling of 
the Creation story, he leaves out one of the 
most vital elements.  In the Book of Genesis, 
it is obvious that mankind is the pinnacle of 
God’s creation. In “Noah,” however, this ele-
ment is completely missing with Noah depicted 
as a crazed maniac convinced that the human 
race should die. 

In the fi lm, God speaks to Noah not in a 
voice, but in a dream. Or, to be precise, a 

nightmare fi lled with special effects. There is 
no spiritual certainty for Noah. Noah pleads 
for God to speak with him, which is in direct 
contrast to the fl ood story in which God speaks 
to Noah seven times. 

While many of us can relate to this Noah, 
thinking God is responding to us with ambigu-
ity, this is not the Genesis story. His character 
stays true to the Genesis storyline only insofar 
as he is a father who yearns to follow God’s 
calling. As the protagonist, Russell Crowe 
strays away from the cheerful Noah portrayed 
in most tellings of the biblical story. We are 
meant to relate to Noah’s fallen nature tinged 
with survivor’s guilt, but Genesis clearly states 
that “Noah was a righteous man and blame-
less in his generation; Noah walked with God” 
(Genesis 6:9). 

I applaud the fi lm for making Noah a com-

plex character and offering a perspective of the 
very raw magnitude of the story, what it would 
be like to carry the weight of the knowledge 
that the world would be annihilated, but the 
movie carries its conceits too far. Noah be-
comes a ruthless anti-hero who is the cata-
lyst for an on-ark family drama better suited 
for reality television than a biblical storyline. 
Although the whole fi lm is thwarted with 
poor English accents, the acting is incredibly 
steady, especially at times of confl ict. Rus-
sell Crowe’s dynamic with his on-screen wife 
Naameh (Jennifer Connelly) is incredible. 

The time on the ark itself directly contra-
dicts the Genesis story. In the Bible, Noah and 
his wife, along with their sons Shem (Douglas 
Booth), Ham (Logan Lerman), and Japeth (Leo 
McHugh Carroll) are all accompanied by their 
wives onto the ark. But in the fi lm, only Shem 
fi nds a wife in adopted and rescued Ila (Emma 
Watson). The lack of spouse becomes a strug-
gle for Ham and is used to provide a confl ict 
with his father and to further the notion that 
“the creator” is punishing all of mankind, in-
cluding Noah and his family. 

The highlights of “Noah” come from comput-
er-generated images showing the magnitude of 
the fl ood and the animals coming to the ark. 
The addition of mythical elements throughout 
the storyline, most importantly through Noah’s 
grandfather’s (Anthony Hopkins) almost wiz-
ard-like qualities allowed for creativity among 
the graphic elements of the fi lm. 

“Noah” also touches on themes such as com-
munity, peace, justice and caring for the earth. 
While I appreciate the refl ection of the Genesis 
story and the inspiration that it holds, this fi lm 
was nothing more than a cinematic spectacle, 
stretching the biblical storyline too thin and 
falling short of an artistic interpretation that 
could encourage refl ection on the biblical text.

Rebekah Scaperlanda is a freelance writ-
er with a background in sales, development, 
fashion and new media. She holds a degree in 
journalism from the University of Kansas. 

CFO to host 13th annual golf tournament to benefi t Catholic schools

As temperatures warm and the 
grass turns green, many Oklaho-
mans look forward to spending time 
outside playing golf. Catholic Foun-
dation of Oklahoma representatives 
said they hope local golfers will 
spend their time, talent and treasure 
at this year’s Catholic Foundation 
of Oklahoma Golf Classic, which is 
scheduled for June 9, 2014.

Gaillardia Country Club will play 
host to the 13th annual tournament 
with an 8 a.m. morning session and 
1 p.m. afternoon session. Benefi ting 
the Catholic schools of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City, the event 
also includes a wine and cheese 
reception, awards dinner and silent 
auction. In addition, there will be 

skills’ contests on the course includ-
ing a hole-in-one contest featuring a 
2014 Buick Verano from Rick Jones 
Buick GMC in El Reno.  

“One of the best things about this 
tournament is that it is a day of fel-
lowship and fun in a challenging yet 
pressure-free scramble format,” said 
chairman of this year’s tournament, 
Jaimee Zorio. “We have a wonderful 
time on one of the state’s most beau-
tiful courses and end our day with a 
delightful cocktail dinner and silent 
auction. Being among other golfers 
is always fun, but time spent with 
golfers who have a mission to share 
and who contribute to helping to 
grow our faith by supporting Catho-
lic education is double the fun!”

Barney Semtner, executive director 
of the Catholic Foundation of Okla-

homa, is anticipating an enjoyable 
day of golf and fellowship but, above 
all, he is considering the needs of the 
Catholic school students who are as-
sisted through this golf tournament.

“First and foremost, someone 
who participates in the Golf Classic 
loves to play golf, but the reason for 
this special day of golf is to benefi t 
Catholic schools in the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City,” said Semtner. 
”Almost $400,000 has been added 
to the Catholic Schools Endowment 
Funds over the last 12 years from 
the proceeds of the Golf Classic. The 
hope is that, through strong endow-
ments, Catholic Schools can keep 
tuition low and at the same time 
continue to provide excellent quality 
of instruction and faith formation to 
the students.”

Longtime tournament participant 
Jerry Kelley looks forward to the golf 
classic each year, knowing the hard 
work the committee puts into mak-
ing the day run smoothly. 

“Any golfer should be proud to 
contribute to this fundraiser. The 
work of the Catholic Foundation 
keeps the cost of Catholic education 
reasonable,” said Kelley. “Plus, I have 
had many golfers tell me this is one

of the best-run tournaments in the 
state.”

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

If You Go
Catholic Foundation Golf Classic

When: 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. start times on June 9, 2014. Wine and 
Cheese reception followed by the Awards Dinner beginning at 4:30 
p.m. for golfers and their spouses.
Where: Gaillardia Country Club in Oklahoma City
Why: To raise funds for the Catholic schools of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City
To secure a space: The 2014 Golf Classic is still looking for more 
sponsors and volunteers. If you are interested to help or to register 
to play in this year’s tournament, please call (405) 721-4115 or 
visit www.cfook.org

Calling all golfers!
Other upcoming tournaments 

in the area – all for good causes! 
– include:

Saint Thomas More Universi-
ty Parish Golf Tournament

April 25, at Westwood Golf 
Course, 8 a.m. shotgun start. In 
addition to the golf tournament, 
there will be a silent auction and 
raffl e items. For more informa-
tion, contact Elena Cubbage at 
(405) 329-7288.

 Christ the King Catholic 
School Golf Tournament

April 28, at Quail Creek Golf 
Course,1 p.m. shotgun start. For 
more information, contact Nicole 
Dell’Osso at (405) 761-0895.

 Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Catholic School Golf Scramble

Monday, May 5, at Kicking-
bird Golf Course,1 p.m. shotgun 
start.For more information, 
contact Marcus Newby at (405) 
206-9305.

 Bishop McGuinness Catholic 
High School Golf Tournament

July 21, at Twin Hills Country 
Club,1 p.m. shotgun start.For 
more information, contact John 
Hamilton at (405) 842-6638  

Don’t see the golf tournament 
you’re planning on this list? Con-
tact us at tips@archokc.org and 
we’ll add your event online.
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Catholic faith carries 1 Smart Cookie owner through start-up struggles to sweet success

Editor’s Note: This story is part 
of an ongoing series to explore how 
the Catholic faith impacts the way 
Catholic businessmen and busi-
nesswomen operate in the public 
square.

In her fi rst year as owner of 1 
Smart Cookie, Catholic business-
woman Cindy Hoehner spent many 
nights deep in prayer. 

“Our fi rst year of business was 
extremely tough. We really had to 
turn to our faith during that time,” 
Hoehner says.

Hoehner, with assistance from 
her husband, Mike, opened the 
cookie store in northwest Okla-
homa City in February 2007. 
Setbacks, construction delays 
and other minor crises magnifi ed 
the diffi culties of starting a new 
business, and it seemed all that 
could go wrong, did. Prayer and 
faith guided them through that 
fi rst arduous year, and they now 
look back on that time with a great 
sense of aplomb and accomplish-
ment. 

“Every day we feel so blessed and 
grateful that our faith carried us 
through those diffi cult times. We 
grew as a family,” Hoehner said. 
“We feel such pride, and it makes 
our success so much sweeter – no 
pun intended!”

The idea to open 1 Smart Cook-
ie came to Hoehner after reading 
a magazine article about a simi-
lar business in Georgia that was 
started by two moms. She placed 
an order for their cookies and 
immediately fell in love. She knew 
there was a large market in Okla-
homa City for specialty cookies 
that looked and tasted delectable 
and, after much research, began to 
implement her business plan. 

A fi rst-time business owner, 
Hoehner previously spent 20 years 
in the mental health fi eld, al-
though she says she and husband 
Mike had always wanted to own 
their own business. She and Mike 
traveled to Georgia to meet the 
women and look at their business. 
Initially, Hoehner was interested in 
opening a franchise of their store, 
but the owners had no interest in 
franchising. They did, however, 
sell their cookie recipe to her. She 
then began to compile other reci-
pes from family and friends, and 1 
Smart Cookie opened just in time 
for Valentine’s Day in 2007. 

“Valentine’s Day is a crazy time 
for a cookie store,” said Hoehner. 
“We were not at all prepared for 
the Valentine’s business. That time 
was extremely exhausting and 
diffi cult for us. But we knew God 
would not give us more than we 
could take on.”

Mike, who has worked for Ex-
press Employment Professional for 
nearly 25 years, is Special Events 
Marketing Manager for the Ex-
press Clydesdale horses. Although 
he leaves the day-to-day duties 
of running 1 Smart Cookie to his 
wife, he was involved in the plan 
from conception to execution, and 
continues to offer his unwavering 
support.

A typical day for Hoehner means 
spending the fi rst part of the day at 
1 Smart Cookie. Afternoons rou-
tinely involve making special order 
deliveries, running business-relat-
ed errands and purchasing sup-
plies. 

“Our faith plays such an import-
ant role in our everyday lives – 
including our values and beliefs in 
our workplace,” Hoehner said. Her 
staff includes one full-time, seven 
part-time and seasonal employees 
that keep the store running seam-

lessly.  
“I’m so blessed to have such a 

great group of people working to 
help make this store successful. I 
really rely on them,” she added.

Hoehner and her husband, along 
with sons Chase, 21, and Shane, 
16, attend Epiphany of the Lord 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma City.

Chase, a student at UCO, is 
studying to become a police offi cer. 
Shane is a freshman at Deer Creek 
High School. Mike is a member of 
the Men’s Club, the men’s softball 
team and Epiphany Traditional 
Choir, and Hoehner spent time as 
a Religious Education teacher, as 
well as in the Mom & Tots group 
when her children were small. 
Both sons were altar servers and 
belonged to the youth group at 
Epiphany. 

Mike was born into a Catholic 
family and baptized at Saint John 
Nepomuk in Yukon, while Hoehner 
went through RCIA and joined the 
Catholic faith in 1992. Although 
she was not raised in a particularly 
religious family, Hoehner knew she 

wanted her entire family to be unit-
ed in their faith. Chase and Shane 
were both baptized at Epiphany. 

“Our family is so blessed to have 
Mike, the ‘cradle Catholic,’ lead us 
in our faith,” said Hoehner. “He 
has always been so passionate in 
his faith and beliefs, and has been 
a true example to our boys.” 

Hoehner revealed that she has 
often turned to her husband 
throughout the years for direction, 
and with her own needs and ques-
tions regarding the Catholic faith.

While she expressed that her 
favorite part of Mass is coming 
together with her faith family to 
worship, and studying how to walk 
her faith each week, the Christmas 
season, and Midnight Mass in par-
ticular, is especially dear to her. 

“It’s always been a favorite be-
cause we are able to share the ex-
perience with our family members 
who aren’t Catholic,” she said.

Sally Linhart volunteers in the 
archdiocesan Offi ce of Communi-
cations. She has a background in 
journalism and advertising.

By Sally Linhart
For the Sooner Catholic

Cindy and Mike Hoehner say their faith undergirds the success of 1 Smart Cookie.

Joy in the outcome: Father Bird details process of planning important liturgies

With only a few days left until Holy Week, Father Stephen Bird is 
finishing up the last-minute preparations for the Chrism Mass. Fa-
ther Bird is the pastor of Epiphany of the Lord Church.

SC: What led you to work in the Office of Worship and Spiritual 
Life?

FB: When I was in grade school, the Second Vatican Council took 
place. I was very excited about the changes that were coming. I was 
ordained in 1976. A little while later, Archbishop Salatka decided 
that we needed an Office of Worship.  I’ve been the director ever 
since.

SC: What is the purpose of this office?
FB: One of the main functions is to plan all the major celebrations 

for the archdiocese – for example, the Chrism Mass and the Rite of 
Election. We organize the diaconate and priesthood ordinations. I 
helped coordinate the installation Masses for Archbishop Salatka, 
Archbishop Beltran and Archbishop Coakley.

SC: What goes into planning an event like the Chrism Mass?
FB: We work with the music director at the Cathedral to choose 

the music and we produce the worship aid. We select the lectors and 
people to present the different holy oils.

SC: What kind of questions does the office get regarding worship, 
liturgy or the sacraments?

FB: People call with questions relating to RCIA and Confirmation. 
We get lots of calls about the Easter Vigil Mass time. We have an 
archdiocesan policy: The normal start time for the Easter Vigil Mass 
is at 8:30 p.m., and it may not begin before 8:00 p.m. without per-
mission from the archbishop.

SC: What makes up the “Spiritual Life” aspect of the office?
FB: We have communal prayer (Sunday mass) and a private di-

mension to our prayer life. The archdiocese needed to help people 
grow in both ways. Through the years we’ve had requests from peo-

ple looking for spiritual directors, so we now have a 
multi-year program where we train directors. We also 
offer the 30-day “Retreat in Daily Life.”

SC: What are some memorable experiences from 
your time in the office?

FB: A couple of years ago I was planning the annu-
al priests’ conference in the summer. The topic was 
liturgy, and the speaker was Father Michael Joncas, 
the composer and liturgical teacher. The day the con-
ference was going to begin, I checked my email and 
found out he was sick and could not come. It was 
a terrible thing to learn like that; we had 60 or 70 
priests coming for four days! We got Anne McGuire, who was teach-
ing at Saint Gregory’s University, to come and cover the same mate-
rial. She did a very excellent job with very little preparation.

SC: How do you feel about your work in the archdiocese, looking 
back on more than 30 years?

FB: Even though a lot of work goes into planning these services, 
there’s joy in seeing the outcome. Since my ordination, I’ve been 
involved in planning the ordinations of more than two-thirds of 
our priests! I look back on that and I’m very happy I was able to be 
involved. I’m also very grateful to have Mary Fahy in the office, who 
has helped for more than 20 years.

SC: Will you help at the Beatification ceremony for Father Rother if/
when it happens?

FB: Depends on how long it takes [to happen]!

A Q-and-A with Father Stephen Bird, director of the Offi ce of Worship and Spiritual Life

Fr. Stephen Bird

Find the full-length version of this Q-and-A at 
www.soonercatholic.com!
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Mientras que Hobby Lobby, con sede en la 
ciudad de Oklahoma, ha tenido su día de alto 
perfi l ante el tribunal más alto del país, otra 
entidad local se ha incorporado en la refriega 
legal sobre el controversial mandato guber-
namental del departamento federal de Salud 
y Servicios Humanos, HHS por sus siglas en 
inglés. Como se informó en el último número 
del Sooner Catholic, la Asociación de Bene-     
fi cios Católicos con sede en Oklahoma ha 
presentado una denuncia en la Corte Federal 
de Distrito para el Distrito Oeste de Oklaho-
ma para desafi ar el mandato que requiere que 
casi todos los empleadores proporcionen a 
los empleados un seguro de salud que cubra 
anticonceptivos, medicamentos que inducen 
el aborto, la esterilización y el asesoramiento 
correspondiente.

La Asociación de Benefi cios Católicos (CBA 
por sus siglas en ingles), de la cual la Ar-
quidiócesis de Oklahoma City es miembro, 
alega en su demanda que el mandato HHS 
viola la libertad religiosa de los empresarios 
católicos que están moralmente opuestos al 
uso de estos fármacos y servicios por motivos 
religiosos. El uso de estos medicamentos y ser-
vicios son, de hecho, contrarios a la doctrina 
católica ofi cial. El mandato impone una carga 
inaceptable para aquellos que se ven obligados 
a violar sus conciencias a fi n de cumplir la ley 
con su mandato inmoral.

La falla en el intento del gobierno de con-
ciliar estas diferencias radica en su esfuerzo 

por defi nir que es “ lo sufi cientemente religio-
so” para califi car para una exención de este 
mandato oneroso. El gobierno esencialmente 
ha reducido la libertad religiosa a la libertad 
de culto. La libertad religiosa y la libertad de 
culto no son equivalentes. La libertad de culto, 
por ejemplo, no es desconocida incluso en al-
gunos regímenes totalitarios. El signifi cado ro-
busto lleno de libertad religiosa consagrado en 
la Primera Enmienda de nuestra Constitución 
y en nuestra tradición católica es mucho más 
amplio.

En virtud de las exenciones actuales que 
se están repartiendo por la Administración, 
las parroquias y las diócesis con un propósi-
to religioso explícito están exentas. Lugares 
de culto están exentos. Pero esas entidades 
católicas que ponen fe en acción en el servicio 
a los demás, no están exentas. Las escuelas 
católicas son incorporadas separadamente 
no exentas. Agencias de caridad y de servicio 
católicas no están exentas. Entidades católicas 
de atención de la salud no están exentas. Las 
Hermanitas de los Pobres que atienden a las 
personas de edad no están exentas. Estas enti-
dades católicas no están exentas porque serán 
ni pueden limitar el alcance de su cobertura 
a servir sólo a los católicos, o emplear sólo los 
católicos. Viven con el mandato evangélico de 
servir todos y cada uno en el nombre de Cris-
to, como una expresión de nuestra fe católica y 
de la caridad cristiana.

La Asociación de Benefi cios Católicos ya 

tiene más de 200 
miembros en todo 
Estados Unidos. 
Incluyen las dióce-
sis y arquidiócesis 
católicas, escuelas 
católicas, nego-
cios católicos sin 
fi nes de lucro, de benefi cencia y entidades 
de atención de la salud. Pero la membrecía 
también incluye a negocios con fi nes de lucro 
católicos que deseen proporcionar moralmente 
aceptable y cobertura de atención médica que 
afi rma la vida para sus empleados. Aunque 
muchas demandas similares se han presenta-
do en busca de protección de la libertad reli-
giosa de las exigencias onerosas del mandato 
HHS, esta es la primera demanda colectiva.

A través de su subsidiaria, la Compañía de 
Seguros Católica, la CBA también ha dis-
puesto que las redes de proveedores de sa-
lud  ayuden a los empresarios católicos en la 
prestación de atención sanitaria de calidad 
integral que honre la dignidad de la persona 
humana. Para obtener más información acer-
ca de la CBA por favor visite su sitio web en 
lifeaffi rmingcare.com

Por favor, únanse a mí en la oración por 
el éxito de esta acción legal importante y las 
muchas otras iniciativas cuyo objetivo es 
fortalecer y preservar la libertad religiosa, 
nuestra primera y fundamental libertad. Santo 
Tomás Moro, ¡Ruega por nosotros!

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Un Compromiso con Cuidado de Vida 
y Afi rmando la Libertad Religiosa

“Bendígame, por favor, padre”, dice el papa, yendo a confesarse

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO — A pesar de que 
dirigía un acto litúrgico penitencial en la basílica 
de San Pedro, el papa Francisco sorprendió al 
jefe de ceremonias yendo a confesarse durante el 
acto. 

Después de un examen de conciencia, el 28 de 
marzo, el Papa y 61 sacerdotes se dirigieron a 
sendos confesionarios o a simples sillas, coloca-
das mirando hacia la pared, para confesar a pen-
itentes que quisieran acercarse individualmente. 

Sin embargo, cuando monseñor Guido Marini, 
maestro de ceremonias de los actos litúrgicos 
celebrados por el papa, le señalaba el confesio- 
nario a donde debería dirigirse el papa mismo 
para empezar a confesar a penitentes, el papa 
se desvió, señalando otro confesionario cercano 
(que ya estaba ocupado por otro sacerdote) y se 
dirigió hacia allá, indicando que él mismo quería 
primero recibir el sacramento de la confesión. 

El papa iba simplemente revestido de una alba 
blanca y una estola de color púrpura y empleó 
cerca de tres minutos, hincado ante un sacer-
dote que tenía el confesionario abierto por el 
frente y, así, recibió la absolución. El sacerdote 
también estrechó la mano del Papa y besó el 
simple anillo de plata que lleva al dedo. 

Después de eso el papa Francisco se dirigió a 
otro confesionario vacío y se dispuso a confesar, 
cosa que hizo durante 40 minutos. 

En su homilía, el papa dijo que se suponía que 
el atender el llamado de Dios para una con-
versión no era solamente cosa de Cuaresma, sino 
un compromiso de por vida. Y también habló 
de dos características clave de la vida cristiana: 
el revestirse “uno mismo de la persona nueva, 
creada a la imagen de Dios” y el vivir y compartir 
el amor de Dios. 

La renovación en Cristo nos viene con el bau-
tismo, que libera a las personas del pecado y 
les da la bienvenida como hijos e hijas de Dios y 
como miembros de Cristo y de su iglesia, dijo. 

“Esta nueva vida nos permite ver el mundo con 
ojos diferentes sin distraernos ya más por las co-
sas que no tienen importancia y que no pueden 
durar por siempre”, dijo. 

Y el desprenderse de conductas pecaminosas 
y centrarse en lo que es esencial se convierte en 
un compromiso diario con el fi n de que “una vida 
deformada por el pecado” pueda convertirse “en 
una vida iluminada por la gracia” de Dios. 

Cuando el corazón se renueva y “se ajusta a la 

manera como Dios lo creó”, la buena conducta 
sigue, dijo; por ejemplo, “siempre decir la verdad 
y huir de toda mentira; no robar, sino, más bien, 
compartir con otros lo que tenemos, especial-
mente con aquellos que se encuentran en gran 
necesidad; no dejarse vencer por el enojo, el ren-
cor ni la venganza; sino, más bien, ser dóciles, 
magnánimos y estar dispuestos a perdonar; no 
tomar parte en rumores maliciosos que arruin-
an el buen nombre de las personas, sino buscar 
principalmente el lado bueno de cada una”. 

El segundo aspecto de la vida cristiana es vivir 
en el amor eterno de Dios, dijo el papa. Dios 
nunca se cansa de buscar a sus hijos e hijas; 
tanto a los descarriados como a los que perma- 
necen fi eles a su lado. 

Jesús, de hecho, les hace un llamado a cada 
uno para que imiten este mismo amor misericor-
dioso y se conviertan “en discípulos creíbles de 
Cristo en el mundo”, dijo. 

El amor de Dios no se puede mantener ence- 
rrado; “está abierto por su propia naturaleza, se 
difunde y es fructífero, y siempre genera nuevo 
amor”, dijo. 

Dentro de ese espíritu misionero, con la liturgia 
penitencial se inició una propuesta llamada “24 
horas con el Señor”, con auspicios del Pontifi cio 
Consejo para Promover la Nueva Evangelización. 

En su homilía, el papa Francisco alabó la 
propuesta y a los que andarían por las calles 
compartiendo el gozo de la misericordia de Dios, 
invitando a otros a descubrir una relación más 
profunda con Cristo. 

“Díganles ustedes que nuestro padre los espe-
ra, que nuestro padre nos perdona y, aún más, 
nuestro padre realiza una gran celebración”, dijo 
el papa. 

Y a pesar de los pecados de uno y los errores, 
Dios, “en lugar de regañarnos, realiza una gran 
celebración”, dijo el papa. “Y ustedes tienen que 
decir esto, díganles esto hoy a muchas personas” 
para que puedan experimentar la misericordia y 
el amor de Dios. 

Por Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service 

Un clérigo oye la confesión del Papa Francisco durante un 
acto litúrgico penitencial en la Basílica de San Pedro 
en el Vaticano el 28 de marzo. Papa Francisco sorprendió a 
su asesor litúrgico por ir a la confesión durante el servicio. 
Inserción: Papa Francisco oye confesión de un hombre du-
rante un acto litúrgico penitencial en la Basílica de San 
Pedro en el Vaticano. (CNS fotos/L’Osservatore Romano via 
Reuters)
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El misterio de la cruz es camino hacia la Resurrección

Por Padre John 
Mejia Munoz

Este recorrido de la Cuaresma, 
lo hemos venido haciendo desde 
el día miércoles de ceniza cuando 
fuimos marcados en la frente con 
el signo de Cruz, haciendo uso de 
la ceniza que fue sacada de las 
palmas consagradas el domingo de 
ramos del año pasado; lo cual nos 
permite valorar que en todo este 
peregrinar, la cruz de Jesucristo 
nuestro Salvador se convierte para 
los que creemos, seguimos y espe-
ramos ser redimidos por Él, en la 
única opción que nos hace posible 
adentrarnos en el camino que con-
duce a la Resurrección. 

Sin embargo, quizás como Pedro 
caemos en la tentación de saltar-
nos esta etapa de tomar parte en 
la cruz del Señor, por muchas y 
diversas razones humanas que nos 
llevan a conformarnos con llevar 
una espiritualidad simple y medio- 
cre, que no implique compromiso 
de ninguna índole, en una pala- 
bra, una conversión sin un fran-
co arrepentimiento y disposición 
radical que nos lleve a un cambio 
de vida completo. Miremos el texto 
bíblico donde aparece refl ejada esa 

actitud de Pedro frente a Jesús: 
“Desde entonces comenzó Jesús 
a manifestar a sus discípulos que 
él debía ir a Jerusalén y sufrir 
mucho de parte de los ancianos, 
los sumos sacerdotes y los es-
cribas, y ser matado y resucitar 
al tercer día. Tomándole apar-
te Pedro, se puso a reprenderle 
diciendo: «¡Lejos de ti, Señor! ¡De 
ningún modo te sucederá eso!». 
Pero él, volviéndose, dijo a Pedro: 
«¡Quítate de mi vista, Satanás! 
¡Escándalo eres para mí, porque 
tus pensamientos no son los de 
Dios, sino los de los hombres! 
(Mateo 16,21-23). Esto signifi ca 
que solo es posible conquistar al 
Jesús resucitado, si aceptamos 
hacer el camino completo con Él 
desde el comienzo hasta el fi nal 
del proceso. Así que por más que 
tratemos de intentar deshacernos  
de la responsabilidad que conlleva 
el tomar parte en la Cruz de Jesús, 
no será posible la conquista fi nal 
de resucitar juntamente con Él. 

Meditemos la siguiente historia: 
“Un hombre que se sentía cansa-
do, le pedía de manera insistente 

a Dios le cambiara 
su cruz por otra 
que le fuera más 
fácil de llevar. Hasta 
que un día el Señor 
se le apareció en 
sueños y lo condujo 
a un lugar lleno de 
muchas cruces con 
diversos tamaños 
y pesos; entonces 
le propuso a aquel 
hombre eligiera la Cruz que de-
seara y que mejor se acomodara a 
sus expectativas. Después de un 
lapso prolongado de tiempo y ha-
biendo probado con sumo cuidado 
y paciencia cuál era la cruz que 
mejor le convenía, fi nalmente le 
dijo al Señor que ya había en-
contrado la cruz que tanto se la 
había pasado buscando durante 
su vida. Cuando el Señor le pidió 
que le mostrara la cruz que había 
seleccionado y al darse cuenta de 
cuál se trataba, se dirigió a aquel 
hombre con voz tierna y paciente 
diciéndole: “hijo mío, me he dado 
cuenta que la cruz que acabas de 
elegir para llevar, es exactamente 

la misma cruz que durante tu vida 
has venido cargando”.

El mensaje es claro, la única 
cruz que nos basta llevar es la 
misma cruz que lleva Jesús y de 
la cual nos llama a ser partícipes 
activos durante este tiempo, aden- 
trándonos cada vez más con Él 
hacia la gran meta de ser rescata-
dos con su ayuda del abismo de la 
muerte a la que nos ha conducido 
el pecado. Finalmente el fruto de 
todo este proceso será la máxima 
conquista de la Resurrección que 
solo en Jesucristo termina siendo 
posible.

EL PBRO. JOHN MEJÍA, na-
ció en Ciudad Bolívar, Antioquia 
en Colombia. Desde los 12 años 
ingresó al Seminario Menor donde 
comenzó su preparación al Sacer-
docio, cuando fué ordenado para 
servir en la Diócesis Misionera de 
Quibdó, Chocó Colombia. Los últi-
mos 12 años de su Ministerio los 
ha desarrollado en Venezuela. Y en 
la actualidad presta sus servicios 
para esta Arquidiocesis como Vica- 
rio parroquial en la Parroquia san 
Pedro de Guymon.

Se redujo a nada: La kénosis de Cristo

“Él compartía la naturaleza divina, y no 
consideraba indebida la igualdad con Dios, sin 
embargo se redujo a nada, tomando la condición 
de siervo, y se hizo semejante a los hombres. 
Y encontrándose en la condición humana, se 
rebajó a sí mismo haciéndose obediente hasta 
la muerte, y muerte de cruz.”     
          (Filipenses 2, 6-, Biblia Latinoamericana)

Los versos de la Carta de San Pablo a los 
Filipenses nos abren la puerta al misterio de la 
“Kénosis” de Cristo. Diferentes versiones de la 
Biblia traducen el concepto de la “Kénosis” de 
maneras diferentes. La Biblia Latinoamericana 
nos dice que Cristo “se redujo” otras tradu- 
cciones dicen que Cristo “se anonadó”.  Esta 
idea griega es difícil de traducir y es contrario a 
nuestra cultura.

Si traducimos el concepto “Kénosis” al es-
pañol con la palabra “anonadar” encontramos 
varios posibles signifi cados: Reducir a la nada; 
Apocar, disminuir mucho algo; Humillar, 
abatir. 

San Pablo nos está dejando ver que Cristo es-
tableció el rebajarse y humillarse como elemen-
tos del camino de su amor redentor.  Cristo es 
plenamente hombre y plenamente Dios pero 
no lucia ni exhibía su divinidad ni buscaba 
la fama. La ostentación de su divinidad no 
fue parte de su vida. Jesucristo no gritaba ni 
anunciaba a los cuatros vientos “¡Mírenme soy 

Dios!” 
Todos los derechos especiales y toda la 

majestuosidad que le corresponde por ser Dios 
se esconden voluntariamente en su humani-
dad. Jesucristo, en vez de enaltecerse y darse 
puesto o un lugar especial, se redujo a la nada, 
nada en comparación con todo lo que podía 
haberse, con todo derecho, enaltecido por ser 
Dios mismo.  

Él que es la vida misma y debería estar sen-
tado en el trono más alto, se humillo hasta la 
muerte y una muerte desde el trono de la cruz.

¡Vivimos en un mundo donde tantos han 
puesto la celebridad, la fama y el estrellato 
como la meta para alcanzar! Se desviven por 
ser conocidos, honrados, apreciados, admira-
dos, deseados, alagados, pues vivimos en una 
cultura de la celebridad donde las actitudes de 
Cristo se ven como tonterías y estupideces. 

El camino de Cristo no es el camino de 
engrandecerse, es el camino de la reducción. 
Cristo no busca la fama y al fi nal la realidad 
es que Él es el más famoso. Cristo se vacía de 
los correspondientes honores y al fi nal nadie 
nos llena más.  Los que rechazan el camino 
de Cristo y buscan llenarse de honores con la 
celebridad y la fama terminan al fi nal vacíos y 
sufriendo.  La fama, por sí misma, es efímera 
y pasajera a diferencia de la felicidad y alegría 
duradera que solo se encuentran en Cristo, el 
que desde la cruz nos alcanza con su entrega y 
amor la vida eterna.

Este Viernes Santo, que ya está cerca, Cristo 
nos invita a unirnos a Él y su camino de “kéno-
sis”.  

¿Lo seguiremos? 

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

Foto Cara Koenig

Arzobispo Coakley y 
Padre Joe Irwin, direc-
tor de seminaristas, 
visitaron recientemente 
el Seminario Hispano 
de Santa María de 
Guadalupe en México 
donde el seminarista de 
la arquidiócesis Rodrigo 
Serna está estudiando. 
Los acompaña el direc-
tor del seminario Padre 
Rodrigo Benitez Flores.
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Job Box
Full-time accounting position 
The Archdiocesan Business 

Offi ce is looking for a full-time 
accounting position. The quali-
fi ed candidate will be one with a 
combination of either four years 
of college level accounting or 
full-time equivalent experience in 
bookkeeping. Call David John-
son at (405) 721-5651 ext. 132 or 
email resume to David Johnson at 
djohnson@archokc.org.

High School Teachers Needed
Mount St. Mary High School 

(Oklahoma City) is accepting appli-
cations for the 14-15 school year 
for the following subject areas: 
Math, English, Science, Reading 
and Spanish, with Pre-AP/AP 
experience preferred.  Interested 
applicants should send a cover 
letter, copy of teacher certifi cation 
and resume to Talita DeNegri at 
tdenegri@mountstmary.org  or fax 
to (405) 631-9209.  EOE.

 Instructional Technology and 
Computer Applications Teacher 

Mount St. Mary High School 
(Oklahoma City) is now accepting 
applications for the 14-15 school 
year for an Instructional Technol-
ogy and Computer Applications 
Teacher.  Classes include TV & 
Webcast Productions, Multime-

dia Studies, Computer Applica-
tions, and Documentary Film.  
Non-teaching duties will include 
play by play or color commentary 
for athletic events, knowledge of 
TV & Webcasting productions 
including producing with a New-
Tek TriCaster, scheduling and 
directing students webcasts, site 
management of www.msmrockets.
com using Javelin CMS, video ed-
iting with Final Cut Pro X or other 
software, coordinating fundraising 
efforts with the booster club for 
network sponsorships, and being 
responsible for the assembly of 
the athletic program. Interested 
applicants should send a cover 
letter, copy of teacher certifi ca-
tion, and resume to Talita DeNegri 
at tdenegri@mountstmary.org   or 
fax to (405) 631-9209.  EOE.

8th Grade Teacher 
Sacred Heart Catholic School 

in El Reno is seeking a Middle 
School Certifi ed teacher with 
English, Literature, Science, or  
Social Studies certifi cation. Please 
submit an Archdiocesan applica-
tion along with current resume 
to Mrs. Shannon Statton, Sacred 
Heart Catholic School, 210 South 
Evans El Reno, OK 73036, or by 
email to sstattonsacredheart@live.
com.

Elementary School Principal 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School 

in Edmond, Oklahoma is seeking 
an Elementary School Principal. 
Candidates for the PreK-8th grade 
school of approximately 400 stu-
dents must be practicing Catho-
lics, hold a master’s degree in edu-
cational administration or related 
fi eld, and have at least fi ve years 
of educational experience. Excep-
tional communication skills and 
enthusiasm for maintaining an 
excellent academic and religious 
oriented school is necessary for 
candidates seeking this position.  
Contact the Offi ce of the Superin-
tendent, P.O. Box 302180, Oklaho-
ma City, OK or call (405) 721-4202 
to request an application.

Elementary School Principal 
St. Philip Neri Catholic School 

in Midwest City is seeking an 
Elementary School Principal.  All 
candidates for this preK- 8th 
grade school of approximately 200 
students located in Midwest City, 
Oklahoma must be practicing 
Catholics, hold a master’s degree 
in educational administration or 
related fi eld, and have at least fi ve 
years of educational experience. 
Exceptional communication skills 
and enthusiasm for maintaining 
an excellent academic and reli-
gious oriented school is necessary 

for candidates seeking this po-
sition.  Contact the Offi ce of the 
Superintendent, P.O. Box 32180, 
Oklahoma City, or call (405) 721-
4202 to request an application.

 Part-Time Cafeteria Help 
Bishop McGuinness Cafeteria 

is now accepting applications for 
a part time position. Hours are 
Monday through Friday 7:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. Call Laura Scott or 
send e-mail if interested. (405) 
842-6656 LScott@bmchs.org.

Executive Director 
Saint Katharine Drexel Re-

tirement Center is seeking an 
Executive Director for its Assisted 
Living community located in El 
Reno. The community consists 
of two care centers comprising 
49 apartments for assisted living 
and 16 apartments in a special-
ized memory care. The successful 
candidate should have: -Bachelor’s 
Degree or equivalent education 
and experience –Five plus years 
of professional experience in long 
term care, at least three of which 
should include experience in as-
sisted living/memory care. -Must 
be a Licensed Administrator in 
the State of Oklahoma. -Previous 
supervisory experience in long 
term care. Submit your resume to: 
dave@aigok.com.

The Catholic Foundation

cornerstone
Trusts

   Planning for taxes is just one of many im-
portant considerations when reviewing long-
range fi nancial plans. The ease and speed 
you wish your property to be distributed to 
others upon your death is a primary concern. 
Another could be the inability of one or more 
heirs to manage property left to them because 
of age, incapacity or other factors. Or, anoth-
er concern might be privacy of the terms of 
your fi nancial plan. There are many reasons 
to consider forming a revocable “living” trust 
during your lifetime. 
   Trusts are one of the oldest and most widely 
used estate planning tools. A living or revoca-
ble trust avoids the cost of probate, is an easy 
way to distribute assets at your death and is 
private in that the distribution of assets under 
the terms of the trust is not subject to the pub-
licity given to wills in probate proceedings. 
Since a living trust is revocable, it has no in-
come tax consequences during your lifetime; 
no separate tax return is even fi led and all 
trust income is reported under your social 
security number. You can also use trusts and 
other estate planning tools to arrange for 
special gifts that will benefi t your charitable 
interests only after your needs and the needs 
of your loved ones have been met.

   For more information on Planned Giving contact:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405)721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in Your Estate Plans

Briefs
Study guide for “Forming In-

tentional Disciples” available to 
order at reduced rate

Sherry Weddell’s blockbuster 
book “Forming Intentional Dis-
ciples: The Path to Knowing and 
Following Jesus” has been making 
waves nationally and internation-
ally since its publication in 2012. 
Last month, a new study guide 
to the book was published. The 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City is 
able to acquire these study guides 
at a bulk rate for orders of 150 or 
more. If you, your parish or your 
group would be interested in join-
ing your order with others to get 
the bulk rate, please email acook@
archokc.org. 

Our Lady’s Cathedral to host 
Tenebrae Service

At 7 p.m. Friday, April 11, 2014, 
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Cathedral in Oklahoma City, the 
Cathedral Choir, Ministers of the 
World and Cathedral clergy will 
host a “Tenebrae Service.” “Ten-
ebrae” is a Latin word meaning 
“darkness” or “shadows.” 

The service begins with the 14 
lighted candles and the Paschal 
Candle in the sanctuary. The 14 
candles represent the 11 apostles, 
the Virgin Mary and the two other 
Marys present at the crucifi xion 
– Mary of Clopas and Mary Mag-
dalene. The Paschal Candle rep-
resents Christ. 

After a meditation on each of 
the seven last words of Christ, the 
candles are extinguished in pairs 
to denote the mourning of the 
apostles and the women. Following 
the seventh and last meditation, 

the Paschal Candle – the only one 
left burning – will be removed from 
the Cathedral to symbolize the 
death of Christ and the laying the 
in the tomb.

The event is free and open to the 
public.

Catholic Charities nominated 
for ONE Awards

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City has been 
nominated for the prestigious 
Oklahoma Nonprofi t Excellence 
Awards. At a reception, dinner and 
program at 5:30 p.m., April 12, 
2014, at Southern Hills Country 
Club in Tulsa, the Oklahoma Cen-
ter for Nonprofi ts will honor and 
recognize Catholic Charities as one 
of “the top 24 nonprofi ts in Okla-
homa whose contributions across 
eight categories of service demon-
strate the incredible impact they 
have on our state and its people.” 

Father James Goins to lead ec-
umenical prayer service during 
Holy Week

The Men’s Prayer Breakfast of 
McFarlin United Methodist Church 
in Norman will host a series of 
ecumenical prayer services during 
Holy Week. At 6:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
April 15, 2014, Father James Go-
ins, pastor of Saint Thomas More 
Catholic Church in Norman, will 
lead one of these services at the 
McFarlin United Methodist Church 
in Norman. The prayer service is 
free and open to the public. For 
more information, call (405) 321-
8272 anytime from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday.
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We want to share with you the exciting op-
portunities that God has presented to us and 
the potential growth that is coming to Catholic 
Radio in Oklahoma. We also need to convey to 
you how desperate our fi nancial situation is 
becoming. Our expansion in the last few years 
has been truly amazing as evidenced by the 
fact that Catholic Radio now covers 2/3 of the 
state’s population or roughly 2 million people!  
To maintain this coverage means our month-
ly operating cost has grown to $30,000 per 
month.  Unfortunately, we have not been re-
ceiving $30,000 per month in donations lately 
and have fallen behind on our bills.  If our do-

nations do not increase, we will have no choice 
but to start cutting back on our broadcasts. We 
do not want to do that and fi rmly believe God 
does not want us to do that either.  We have 
had such wonderful feedback from our listen-
ers that we are certain none of you want us to 
cut back either. We want you to know that we 
are as careful as we can be with every dollar 
that is entrusted to us. We are running this 
ministry with a group of volunteers so that ev-
ery penny we receive goes toward broadcasting 
the good news of Jesus Christ and the Church 
He Himself founded.  If you are currently do-
nating, will you consider increasing your gift? 
If you completed a pledge in the past year or 
two, will you renew your pledge?  If you own a 

business, would you please consider becoming 
a business sponsor?

New Catholic Stations Coming!
We have received construction permits for 

the following cities: 
Broken Arrow, Clinton, Edmond, Elk City, 

Enid, McAlister, Miami, Ponca City and Wood-
ward.

NEXT RADIOTHON 
MAY 6 & 7 – 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.  Call 1-800-

891-8589 to give us your feedback, suggestions 
or ideas for programs and to talk to our local 
guests! We will also be able to take your pledge 
information over the phone or you can donate 
online at www.okcatholicbroadcasting.com and 
click the Donate link.

Are you listening to Catholic radio?
By Jeff Finnell and Marlene Stapp

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not refl ect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar go to www.soonercatholic.org.

APRIL

6 The Secular Franciscan Order 
of St. Claire Fraternity meets at 
1:15 p.m. the fi rst Sunday of the 
month at St. Thomas More Church 
in Norman in the Library. All are 
welcome. If you would like to learn 
how Francis lived plan to attend 
one of our meetings. For more 
information call Alice at (405) 473-
7680.

6 Live Stations of the Cross. A 
drama presentation of the Stations 
of the Cross will be presented at 
St. Francis of Assisi Church (1901 
NW 18th St. OKC) on April 6, at 
3 p.m.  Presented by members of 
the high school youth of St. John’s 
Catholic Church of McAlester, the 
40 minute presentation incorpo-
rates readings, music and dramat-
ic movements to enact the Sta-
tions.  During Lent, the St. John’s 
Youth travel throughout the region 
presenting the Stations at various 
parishes.

6 Byzantine Divine Liturgy will 
be celebrated by Fr. Phil Seeton 
at St. Mark’s parish in Norman at 
5:30 p.m.

8 Catholic War Veterans (of any 
war/confl ict) will meet the second 
Tuesday of each month in the 
community room of St. Ann Retire-
ment Center at 7 p.m. For more 
information contact Fr. M. Price 
Oswalt at (405) 567-3404.

9 Evening of Inter-Faith Dialog. 
Reverend Bill Pruett and the peo-
ple of St. James the Greater Cath-
olic Church invite you to attend an 
evening of inter-faith dialog from 
7– 9 p.m. on Wednesday, April 
9, at St. James Church, 4201 S. 
McKinley Ave, OKC.  Father Pruett 
will host the panel discussion 
and will be joined by Rabbi Vered 
Harris and Imam Tamar Selim 
to discuss the topic: “What does 
salvation mean to us today?”  As 
leaders in the faith traditions of 
Christianity, Judaism and Islam, 
the panel members will offer in-

sight into what each of  the three 
faiths teaches is necessary for 
eternal life.  A reception will follow.

9 Catholic War Veterans USA The 
Oklahoma Memorial Post 168 will 
hold their monthly meeting at 7 
p.m. in the Sunnylane Family Re-
ception Center located at 3900 SE 
29th St in Del City, every second 
Wednesday. For more information 
contact Ken at (405) 739-0036 or 
by e-mail at OklaPost168@cox .net.

10 Devotion to The Precious 
Blood Of Jesus. An unfailing 
means of tapping the inexhaust-
ible mercy of God from the source 
of our salvation. No one who is 
devoted to the Wounds and Blood 
of Jesus can be lost. Thursdays 9 
p.m. -12:30 a.m. St James Church 
4201 S. McKinley, OKC. Loan at 
(405) 420-2527 (Bilingual). Linda 
at (405) 210-1414 (Spanish)

12 The Benedictine Oblates of 
Red Plains Monastery will meet 
from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. in Room 

125 at the Pastoral Center, 7501 
NW Expressway in Oklahoma City. 
For more information, contact 
Jenny Fenner, (405) 721-0832 or 
e-mail jenfen@cox.net, or Sandy 
Poe, (580) 421 6554 or e-mail san-
drapoe@ymail .com.

13 Palm Sunday

13 Charismatic Healing Mass,  
5:30 p.m. at Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Church, 3901 S.W. 
29th Street, Oklahoma City. For 
more information call the Church 
offi ce at (405) 685-4806.

15 Chrism Mass at Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help at 6 
p.m.

17 Holy Thursday

18 Good Friday

19 Holy Saturday

20 Easter Holy Day of Obligation
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Oklahoma Vocations Festival 
inspires young people

High school senior Jocelyn 
Hartley’s mom convinced her to 
attend the Oklahoma Vocations 
Festival to broaden her horizons 
and learn something new about 
the vocation to which God might 
be calling her. After arriving at 
the festival, she was surprised 
to see the different ministries of 
each of the orders.

“I wanted to see more of the op-
tions religious life has to offer,” 
said Hartley. “Learning about 
the different charisms and apos-
tolates of the orders was really 
interesting. I liked hearing about 
how you can become holy in your 
own specifi c way.”

Many of the approximately 40 
high school and college students 
who gathered at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center in Oklahoma City 
March 28 to March 29 for the 
fi rst Oklahoma Vocations Festival 
echoed the same sentiment. Most 
were not yet ready to commit to 
a religious vocation; however, all 
were fascinated by the different 
ways God could use their lives.

“You can see the work of the 
Holy Spirit in the face of the 
young people wanting to give 
their lives to Christ,” said Sister 
Josemaria Pence of the Domini-
can Sisters of Saint Cecilia. “God 
in His magnifi cence has given us 
many different gifts and it is good 
to see all the different orders 
young people can choose from at 
an event like this.”

LaVerta Straham, a student 
at the University of Oklahoma, 
organized the event with the help 
of the campus ministry team at 
Saint Thomas More parish, in 
Norman, Okla. Straham recent-
ly returned from a “nun run,” 
a women’s discernment trip to 
religious orders, and wanted to 
bring a piece of that experience 
back to help Oklahoma youth 
discern their own vocation. Four-
teen religious orders were rep-
resented at this year’s festival, 

including the Nashville Domini-
cans, Jesuits and Daughters of 
Saint Paul, as well as diocesan 
priests.

“This event was a really great 
opportunity for Catholic stu-
dents to come together and meet 
many different religious orders in 
one place,” said Straham. “The 
priests and sisters were all so 
gracious and so excited to see 
young people interested in reli-
gious vocations.”

In a retreat-like setting, the 
vocations festival included in-
spirational talks by priests and 
sisters, small group discussions 
and adoration. A representative 
from each order explained their 
apostolate and shared some 
history of their community. Par-
ticipants had ample free time to 
spend in prayer and conversation 
with the orders and learn more 
about their distinctly different 
lives.

“The men and women called 
to the religious life are the light 
of the world, and it was truly a 
blessing to be around them,” said 
University of Oklahoma student 
Alex Hilton. “I am not sure yet 
what my vocation is, but this 
vocations festival has given me 
some direction about what dis-
cernment path to take in the 
future.”

The weekend closed with Mass 
celebrated by Archbishop Paul 
Coakley, who was encouraged 
by the participation of young 
people in this event and hopes 
this will become a more frequent 
occurrence. During the homily, 
Archbishop Coakley challenged 
the participants in their discern-
ment.

“God wants to become the Lord 
of our life. He wants us to cast 
aside our doubts and trust Him,” 
said Archbishop Coakley. “Only 
then can we deepen and grow in 
our faith. Only then can we enter 
a path of discipleship and voca-
tion.”

Sarah Cooper is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

Carmelite Sisters from Villa Teresa in Oklahoma City. Photos by Sarah Cooper/Sooner 
Catholic.

An attendee at the Vocations Festival visits with a local sister.


