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Recently, the Oklahoma House and Senate passed an important and essential pro-life bill,
SB 714. SB 714 prohibits state agencies from performing or assisting in abortions and provides
that it is unlawful for any funds received or controlled by the state to be used to encourage
a woman to have an abortion. The bill now awaits the governor’s signature. Gov. Henry’s
signature on SB 714 is crucial in providing a moral leadership that recognizes and, moreover,
affirms the inviolability of human life.

As bishops, we write to remind the governor and the faithful of the sacredness of all human
life. Pope Benedict XVI recently noted that the duty to respect the dignity of each human being
means that the person cannot be disposed of at will. Respect for the right to life at every stage
firmly establishes that all life is a gift. During his pontificate, Pope John Paul II challenged us
to preach the liberating message of Jesus Christ, the words of life. He encouraged us to use our
prophetic witness as an urgent and essential service, not just to the Catholic community
but also to the whole human family. Pope John Paul reminded us that this message of the
sanctity of life is to be proclaimed and avowed with dauntless fidelity to the people of every age
and culture.

Belief in the dignity of the human person provides a necessary foundation for a moral
vision for society. We must not only preach the value and inviolability of human life, however,
we must affirmatively act to ensure that all life is protected, including that of the unborn. Now
is the time to protect the unborn. We urge Gov. Henry to sign SB 714 into law affirming,
celebrating and embracing the life and dignity of all God’s children.

The Catholic hospitals in the state of Oklahoma, namely Saint Francis Hospital and Saint
John Medical Center with headquarters in Tulsa and Mercy Health Center and Saint Anthony
Hospital with headquarters in Oklahoma City, concur with this statement.

Pro-Life Legislation Affirms 
Inviolability of Human Life

OKLAHOMA CITY — On April 18,
Catholics celebrated the decision by
the U.S. Supreme Court to uphold the
federal ban on partial birth abortion.
However, in
Oklahoma, the
joy was soon
mixed with
disgust when on
the same day,
Gov. Brad Henry
vetoed a bill that
would have
removed state
taxpayer support
for abortion.

Supporters of
the pro-life legislation were praying for
an override attempt, but as of press
time no vote to override the veto had
been taken in the Legislature.

Gov. Henry’s veto of SB 714 came
as a great shock to many in the pro-life
community. Both Archbishop Beltran of
Oklahoma City and Bishop Slattery of
Tulsa had urged Gov. Henry to sign
SB 714 into law. Following the veto,
Archbishop Beltran went back on the
offensive, e-mailing state lawmakers
asking them to support an override of
the veto. Sen. James Williamson,
author of SB 714, was expected to lead
the override effort if it occurred. The
original vote in the Senate was 32-16,
while the vote in the House was an
apparent veto-proof 73-22. A two-thirds

Senate Bill 714

Catholics Keep
Pro-Life Focus
Following Veto
By Gov. Henry

Gov. Brad Henry

continued on page 3

Most Reverend Eusebius J. Beltran
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

Most Reverend Edward J. Slattery
Bishop of Tulsa

By Ray Dyer
The Sooner Catholic

EDITOR'S NOTE: This letter was faxed to Gov. Brad Henry on April 14. Archbishop Beltran
and Bishop Slattery sent the letter encouraging the governor to sign Senate Bill 714. On
April 18, Gov. Henry vetoed SB 714.
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Philip Neri Church, Midwest City
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Family Church, Lawton
Reverend B.D. Lawrence, Sacred
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Mercy Church, Waynoka
Reverend Prabhakar Kalivea,
Saint Helen Church, Frederick; Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Church,
Grandfield; Saint Patrick Church,
Walters
Reverend Charles R. Murphy, Saint
Francis Church, OKC
Reverend Madineni Prakash, Saint
Ann Church, Elgin; Mother of Sorrows
Church, Apache; Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Church, Sterling
Reverend Richard D. Stansberry,
Christ the King Church, OKC

Reverend Shane I. Tharp, Saint
Wenceslaus Church, Prague; Saint
Michael Church, Meeker
Reverend Oby J. Zunmas, Holy
Cross Church, Madill; Good Shepherd
Church, Marietta

Associate Pastor
Reverend Chinnapareddy Konkala,
Saint Mary Church, Ponca City

Retirement
Reverend  Donald  C. Moore,
residence at Saint Ann Nursing Home
Reverend Charles H. Schettler,
residence at Saint Francis Church
Reverend  Elmer  C. Schwarz,
residence at Catholic Pastoral Center

Special Assignment
Reverend Richard D. Stansberry,
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Sabbatical
Reverend Joseph R. Ross (seven
months)

Effective July 2, 2007
Pastor

Reverend Michael Nguyen, Saint
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Church, Fairview; Saint Thomas
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Effective January 15, 2008
Pastor

Reverend Joseph R. Ross, Blessed
Sacrament Church, Lawton 

Retirement
Reverend James D.M. Stafford,
residence, Blessed Sacrament Church

On the First Sunday of Lent,
the Cathedral of Our Lady
was overflowing with people

for three separate services for the Rite
of Election. Included in those crowds
were about 245 catechumens and
another 385 candidates. This meant
that more than 600 people were
preparing then to enter the Church at
the Easter Vigil services throughout
our Archdiocese. Almost all those who
were at the Rite of Election have now
been baptized and/or celebrated
Confirmation and received Holy
Communion.

I happily welcome all who joined
the Church this Easter and I remind
you of the special Mass I have
scheduled for you, your families and
friends here at the Catholic Pastoral
Center at 4 p.m. Sunday, April 29.

It is a real blessing that so many
people have found their way into full
membership in our Catholic Church.
To each of you, I extend congratulations
and encouragement to live the fullness
of our Catholic faith. Don’t ever lose the
zeal and enthusiasm you now possess.
God has called you, blessed you and
received you into the Church. Now it is
up to each of you to bring to perfection
this good work the Lord has begun in
you.

The importance of a vibrant RCIA
program in every parish is much more
than an option. Since, through the
RCIA, people are led into the Church or
back to the Church, it is essentially a
work of evangelization. The response of
evangelization is a serious obligation of

the whole Church and therefore rests
upon every adult Catholic person!

Some parishes have already begun
their RCIA schedule for next year.
Others should do so real soon.
Intellectually, psychologically and
spiritually, human beings need the
better part of a year for the immediate
preparation to enter the Catholic
Church. No one should take such an
important step unless they are
adequately prepared and convinced of
the Church’s teachings and demands.
No one can ever join the Church unless
they do so freely and with conviction.

Evangelization is the proclamation
of the Good News of Jesus. Every
Catholic person, having received and
accepted the Good News, is now obliged
to live it and to share it. With that
grave obligation in mind, I wish to
extend a happy challenge to every
Catholic person of this Archdiocese. I
challenge you personally to invite
someone who is not now an active
member of the Catholic Church to come
and enroll in your parish’s RCIA
program! Then, instead of counting
new members in the hundreds for
next year’s Easter Vigil, we could be
counting in the thousands!

In extending this challenge, I am
not focusing on numbers. Rather, I wish
to emphasize the reality of the truth
and value of our Catholic faith. If we
believe that Jesus is Lord and that He
established the Church, then we should
want to bring family, friends and
associates to share in this Good News.
If we are grateful to God for the gift of

faith, then we should desire to offer this
same gift to others. If we believe in the
truth of the Catholic Church and find
our liturgical practices to be meaning-
ful, we certainly would want to share
this with others. In a spirit of gratitude
and faith and with great joy, let each of
us give some serious thought to this
opportunity to evangelize, to share the
Good News of Jesus with others, to
bring others to come to know, love and
serve the Lord.

Call your parish office soon to get
the schedule for the next RCIA
sessions. Broach the subject with your
family members and friends. Volunteer
to attend with your invited guests so
they will feel more welcome and
encouraged. Then, someday, when you
stand before the Lord, you will hear
Him say: “Well done, good and faithful
servant.”

Sooner Catholic
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The Good News                                              

. . . An Easter Challenge!
Evangelization is the
proclamation
of the Good
News of
Jesus. Every
Catholic
person,
having
received and
accepted the
Good News, is now obliged
to live it and to share it.
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Pro-Life 

vote of each legislative body is
needed for the override. All Senate
Republicans originally voted in
favor of SB 714. They were joined by
eight Democrats: Sen. Susan
Paddack, Sen. Sean Burrage, Sen.
Tom Ivester, Sen. Charlie Laster,
Sen. Jay Paul Gumm, Sen. Mary
Easley, Sen. Earl Garrison and Sen.
Kenneth Corn. The eight were said
to be receiving intense pressure
from pro-abortion corners to change
their vote and support the veto by
Gov. Henry if    an override was
attempted. At the same time they
were also receiving encouragement
to stand their ground and once again
cast a pro-life vote if the opportuni-
ty presented itself.

Tony Lauinger, state chairman
of Oklahomans for Life, had fought
tirelessly for passage of  SB 714. He
remained just as committed to
support for the veto override and
offered the following points regard-
ing the governor’s veto message:

1)  The Governor says the bill
“does not include exemptions for
cases of incest and rape.” There’s no
reason to: Abortion would still be
legal in cases of incest and rape and
abortions in cases of incest or rape
could still be paid for by Medicaid.
To focus on that in the veto message
is both specious and inflammatory.

2) The Governor says, “Many
victims of rape or incest would have
no option but to carry a fetus to
term.” According to the Oklahoma
Health Care Authority, there was
not one single rape or incest
abortion paid for by Medicaid last
year, even though doing so is legal
(and would continue to be under
Senate Bill 714 — just not in a state
institution or by a state employee).

3) The Governor says, “This bill
would severely compromise health
care.” That statement is true only if
one regards the killing of unborn
children to be “health care.”

4) The Governor speaks of “a
fetus with a fatal birth defect,” and
says that with SB 714, we would be
“forcing a woman to carry that fetus
to term.” That is utterly false.
Abortion would continue to be legal
in Oklahoma for any reason or for no
reason. All the bill would do in this
regard is establish that, in so far as
state employees and state institu-
tions are concerned, the mere fact
that a baby has been diagnosed with
a disability or a disease will not lead
to the public-policy conclusion that
the state, therefore, shall kill the
child.

And finally, Lauinger took Gov.

Henry to task for claiming the law
would not stand up in court. “The
Governor says, “[I]t is highly
questionable whether this legisla-
tion could withstand legal
challenges.” The language was up-
held by the highest court in the land
18 years ago, in the 1989 Webster
decision of the U.S. Supreme Court,”
Lauinger concluded.

In remarks supporting his veto,
Gov. Henry argued the Oklahoma
medical community had concerns
about SB 714. That view was not
shared by at least two members of
the medical community. Dr. Mary
Martin, an obstetrician/gynecologist
practicing in Midwest City, openly
challenged those who opposed SB
714. Also, Dr. Robert H. Aikman,
an ob/gyn practicing in Tulsa
encouraged Gov. Henry to sign the
bill into law. In a letter to Gov.
Henry, Dr. Aikman said he has 41
years experience as an ob/gyn.
During that time he said he
performed “approximately 6,000
abortions in Canada and the United
States.” He has also delivered “in the
vicinity of 20,000 babies.”

Dr. Aikman last performed an
abortion in the early 1980s when as
he said, “I was made to come face-to-
face with the reality of what I was
doing.”

Dr. Aikman said his experience,
“I believe, gives me a unique
perspective on Senate Bill 714. I
strongly support the bill for the
following reasons:

“An  obstetrician  has  two
patients — a pregnant woman and
an unborn child. We have a respon-
sibility for the health needs of both.

“It is important to understand
that there are many medical condi-
tions that can affect a pregnant
woman. Some are totally unrelated
to pregnancy: They were not brought
on by pregnancy, nor will they be
resolved by ending the pregnancy.

“Other conditions are brought
on by pregnancy, but it would be a
serious error to regard abortion
either as a panacea, or as the
only treatment option for these
conditions. Virtually any condition
can be managed by careful monitor-
ing, bed rest, use of proper medica-
tions and other interventions or
protocols. Managing complications
of pregnancy is the perpetual duty of
the conscientious obstetrician, and it
can be done, thanks to tremendous
advances in medical science, without
sacrificing mother or child.

“Our public policy should be to
protect both mother and child, not
to pit one against the other,” Dr.
Aikman said.

continued from page 1

NEW YORK (Zenit.org) —
Catholic dioceses and organizations
welcomed what many are calling the
pro-life movement’s first significant
victory in the nation’s highest court in
34 years.

On April 18, the U.S. Supreme
Court handed down a 5-4 decision to
uphold a federal ban on partial birth
abortion.

California bishops hailed the
decision, calling it a “ray of hope […]
for the nation and for all of us striving
to promote respect for life, including
life of the unborn.”

“It has been over 34 years since
the U.S. Supreme Court created the
constitutional right to abortion-on-
demand, thereby  invalidating  all
existing state laws which banned or
curtailed the practice,” the bishops
explained. “In 2003, Congress passed
an act which banned the ‘partial
birth’ abortion procedure — resulting
in lawsuits by abortion proponents
challenging its constitutionality in
the federal district courts.

“Although the ban was ruled
unconstitutional in all the lower court
decisions, the U.S. Supreme Court’s
Gonzales vs. Carhart reverses all of

those decisions, and affirms the
constitutionality of the federal Partial
Birth Abortion Ban Act.”

President George Bush also
praised the decision.

“The Supreme Court’s decision is
an affirmation of the progress we
have made over the past six years
in protecting human dignity and
upholding the sanctity of life,” Bush
said. “We will continue to work for the
day when every child is welcomed in
life and protected in law.”

Sane and sound 
“The Supreme Court decision is

important for two different reasons,”
said Archbishop Charles Chaput of
Denver. “First, it’s a sane and sound
ruling on its own merits. Second, if it
implies better court reasoning on
abortion and related issues in the
future, that’s good news for the whole
effort to protect human life.”

Bishop Victor Galeone, moderator
for the Respect Life Committee of the
Florida Catholic Conference, lauded
the decision, saying that the “court
recognized the truth long proclaimed

Iwish to respond to Dr. Eli
Reshef ’s op-ed piece printed
April 14 on Page 10 of The

Oklahoman titled “Henry Should
Veto SB 714”

With all due respect to my
colleague Dr. Reshef, his emotional
editorial regarding Senate Bill 714 is
full of factual errors and does not
reflect the views of the entire
membership of the Oklahoma
Ob/Gyn Society, nor the Oklahoma
State Medical Association.

1. Pregnant women will not be
forced to carry children against their
will. Abortion is still available
through private providers in the
state of Oklahoma. The bill seeks
only to prevent Oklahoma taxpayers
from funding abortions at state insti-
tutions and by state employees.

2. Women or teens who are
pregnant as the result of rape or
incest will still have the remedy of
abortion.

3. Abortion is still legally
available for women who have life-
threatening illnesses.

4. The bill does not provide for
the prosecution of physicians as
felons, those doctors who counsel or
provide abortions. Reports are not
required for making abortion
referrals.

5. The bill does not redefine
abortion, prohibit birth control or use

of the “morning-after pill.” In fact, it
amends our statutory definition of
abortion to say “intentionally to
terminate the pregnancy of a female
known to be pregnant” (p. 3, line 14).
This makes it crystal clear that the
use of birth control or the “morning-
after pill” would not be defined as
abortion. Nor does the bill redefine
miscarriage or when life begins.

6. The underprivileged, especially
American Indians, blacks and
Latinos, who have a genetically
higher risk of diabetes, per Dr.
Reshef, have prenatal care available
to them at much less cost than the
underinsured and uninsured who
also have risk of diabetes, hyper-
tension and substance abuse. Simply
having such conditions does not
mean that a child conceived will be
affected and require termination.
Medicaid already pays for abortions
only to save the life of the mother, or

Let’s Set the Record
Straight on Abortion Bill

Guest
Column
By Dr. Mary
Martin

Pro-Life Supporters See ‘Ray
of Hope’ in High Court Ruling

continued on page 14

continued on page 14
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ELK CITY — Saint Matthew’s is
the first Catholic parish in the arch-
diocese to begin developing a program
designed to battle domestic violence.

Safe Place Faith Community,
sponsored by the Office of Family Life,
began March 24 at Saint Matthew.
The Office of Family Life, along with
the state Attorney General’s Office
Special Victims Unit and the
Coalition Against Domestic Violence,
are coordinating and implementing
this new first responder program,
based on the U.S. bishops document,
“When I Call for Help.” The plan is to
develop the program throughout the
archdiocese.

Father Carl Janocha, pastor at
Saint Matthew, said the parish is “on
fire” to get this program started in Elk
City.

“There is a mortal sin infecting
society today,” he said, referring to
domestic violence. “It is a mortal sin
against God and God’s creation. It
affects women, men and children. We
all must take a part in a ministry to
put an end to this mortal sin aimed at
society.”

The parishioners responded by
attending training to become first
responders in domestic violence
situations. With the training, they will
be able to offer assistance, a listening
ear, encouragement and referrals to
agencies within the community to
assist victims, offer help for those who
abuse and educate to help prevention.

Kimberli Motley from the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help is the new volunteer coordinator
for the program. She has worked in
the past with domestic violence
programs in Tennessee and was a
spokeswoman for United Way and
developed training seminars for the
Tennessee Valley Authority and Rural
Tennessee School Systems. She also
has been a court-appointed special
advocate in severe child abuse cases
in Oklahoma.

Trainings are scheduled through-
out the archdiocese. The next training
will be June 2 at Saint John
the Baptist Catholic Church in
Edmond. All parishes and other faith
communities are invited.

Parish Leads
Way in Help
for Domestic
Violence 
Organizers Plan to
Implement Program
Throughout Archdiocese

Preston Coleman and Sam Marino, sixth-grade students at Christ the King Catholic School in Oklahoma City, won first place in
the Division III Team Competition at the Regional Science Fair held recently at the University of Central Oklahoma. Sam and
Preston won over competitors from 12 different counties within the central Oklahoma area. The theme of their project was “How Do
Meal Worms Respond to Dark and Light?” The boys received certificates and medals for all their hard work. (Photo provided)

“Antiques Roadshow”
catches ordinary
people in an endear-

ing position: their nerve-racking
television debut. They tend to be
talkative and made-up, dressed in
coral, spattered in rouge and
framed in fluffed-up curls.

Then an appraiser delivers the
news that they’re richer than they
thought they were. Substantially
richer.

The poised persona they were
trying to project snaps, giving way
to a Macaulay Culkin face and
homespun expressions such as
“Oh my lanta” or “Egads!”

Some can’t fathom the dollar
value, repeating “You’re kidding!”
in a stunned daze. Others focus on
one fact to navigate through their
shock. For one man, that was the
handle of his sword, which,
evidently, was made of rhinoceros
horn. “The most amazing thing is
the rhinoceros!” he exclaimed. “I
thought that was plastic!”

Now in its 11th season, PBS’
“Roadshow” is currently being
filmed in Omaha, which should be
fertile ground for granny curls
and “my lantas.” It’s one of a few
reality TV shows that stimulates
rather than saps brain cells. It’s
packed with obscure tidbits.

“This artist always painted a
blue bird in the upper right corner
of his landscapes. This is the only
one with a crow in the corner,
which increases its value.”

Anything can be rendered
fascinating and valuable on
“Roadshow.” An ashtray. A pocket
watch. A pillowcase. You never

know how it was stitched — or
who drooled on it.

Once I watched an ugly
mahogany chair yield an astonish-
ing appraisal. Its back was
unusually long and skinny. But
the bottom bore the letters RX,
“the maker’s mark,” the appraiser
said, and the maker was a famous
artist.

That phrase lingered in my
mind long after I turned off the
TV: “the maker’s mark.”

We each bear the maker’s
mark, and our maker is the most
famous artist of all time. In six
days, he created Niagara Falls
and the Grand Canyon. And the
original “Starry Night” that Van
Gogh later ripped off.

We are each unique, a limited
edition, one out of one. You know
what that does to the value of the
art.

It’s important that we keep

Maker’s Mark
Never Underestimate Your True Value in This World

Twenty
Something
By Christina
Capechi

continued on page 15
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By Eileen Dugan
Sooner Catholic

OKLAHOMA CITY — For the
past three years, Mount Saint Mary
High School has reached out into
its surrounding neighborhood and
provided English as a Second
Language (ESL) classes for those
whose native language is not English.
The oldest high school in Oklahoma is
also offering General Education
Development (GED) classes for those
who have not yet graduated from high
school. And for the past year, MSM
has also been providing citizenship
classes.

“The response to the ESL classes
has been great! In the last year, we
have had a 143 percent increase in
enrollment. In the three years of the
program, we have taught well over
1,200 students. In last January’s ESL
class, we had 163 students enrolled,”
said Beatriz Meyer, coordinator of the
program.

“The ESL classes are composed of
mostly Spanish speakers because the
community that surrounds Mount
Saint Mary High School is Spanish,
and the goal of the program is to
serve the surrounding neighborhood,”
Meyer said.

Although a minimal fee is charged
for the ESL and citizenship classes,
the bulk of the cost for the program
is paid for with donations from
the Sisters of Mercy, Catherine’s
Legacy and various organizations and
foundations like the Oklahoma City
Community Foundation.

“Originally, we did not charge for
the classes, but now we charge a
nominal fee. The money brought in
from the student fees helps with
attendance, people have an invest-
ment in the classes, and it helps
defray the cost of the copies used in
the classrooms,” Meyer said.

Seven bilingual, English/Spanish,
teachers lead the ESL classes. Four
different levels of English as a Second
Language are offered: Basic I, Basic II,
Intermediate and Advanced.

“Anybody can take the classes.
Most people come from the neigh-
borhood and Oklahoma City, but we
have people coming from Edmond,
Yukon, Midwest City and as far away
as Purcell,” Meyer said. “There is no
age limit. We have had children as
young as 10 attend. We also have
people in their senior years. We don’t
ask them how old they are.”

The ESL classes taught at the
Mount  are  mainly  conversational.

Those who do not know what level
English class they should take can
choose to take an evaluation test
to help them decide, but the test is
strictly optional. It is not necessary to
take a test to enter an ESL class at
MSM. Many students start with the
easiest class, Basic English I, and
work their way through to the more
difficult courses.

“If the students want to, they can
take a test before beginning an ESL
class and then take a self-evaluation
at the end of the course to see how
much they have improved. They can
also take the same class over again, if

they choose, for they are not only
learning a language, we want them to
be confident to speak it,” Meyer said.

ESL classes are given at MSM
every eight weeks. The most recent
class began on April 3 and ends May
24. A second class will begin June 5
and go through July 26.

High School Equivalency
GED classes prepare students

who have dropped out of high school to
pass the GED test. This test covers
material on a full range of high school
subjects. There are sections on
math, English, writing, science, social

studies and reading. Those who pass
the GED test receive a Certificate of
High School Equivalency, which is
equal to a high school diploma.

GED classes taught at the Mount
are free. They are sponsored by the
Oklahoma City Public Schools which
provides teachers for the classes
through the Adult Learning Center.

Given only in English, MSM’s
GED classes are open to anybody 16
years of age or older who has dropped
out of high school. The classes are
individually designed and focus on the
student’s weakest subjects so they can
learn the material they do not know
and pass the GED test. According to
Meyer, “It does not matter how long a
person has been out of high school.
Some people in the class are in their
30s and 40s.”

GED classes are scheduled during
the regular school year from
September to May. New students can
join the class at any time.

Although GED classes are free,
it costs $45 to take the GED
test. The schedule for taking the GED
test is available from the Adult
Learning Center, where the test is
administered.

Road to Citizenship
Anyone who is eligible to become a

U.S. citizen may take citizenship
classes at MSM. These citizenship
classes at the Mount are fairly new.
They started in May 2006.

To become a citizen, after fulfilling
several other requirements, a person
must have an interview with the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services
(formerly the INS) and pass the
citizenship test. The citizenship
classes at the Mount focus on teaching
the answers to the questions on this
test. The most recent class began April
4 and will go through May 23.

“There are 96 civics questions on
the citizenship test. Things like ‘What
color is the American flag?’ ‘Who elects
the president of the United States?’
‘What makes up Congress?’” Meyer
said.

The citizenship test is given orally
by an immigration officer to those
desiring to become citizens during
their citizenship interviews. It is up to
the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) when this interview
occurs. The USCIS sends letters to
perspective citizens informing them of
the date and time of their interviews.

“The cost of becoming a citizen is
now $400, but the price is going up in

Language of ‘Love Thy Neighbor’
Mount Programs Help Build Bridges to a Better Future

Students attend ESL classes at Mount Saint Mary High School. Sooner Catholic/
File Photo 

continued on page 6

SC for April 29 FINAL.qxd  4/27/2007  2:22 PM  Page 5



6  Sooner Catholic  • April 29, 2007

June,” Meyer said. If someone fails his or her
citizenship interview, he or she may take the
citizenship test a second time, but the person must
wait six months to do so. There is no additional cost.
The original $400 covers one or two citizenship
tests, as well as fingerprinting.

“Those who have taken the citizenship test are
told at the interview whether or not they have
passed. They have two chances. If they fail the test
both times, they must pay an additional $400 [or

whatever the charge is at the time] and start the
whole process over again,” Meyer said.

How to Enroll
All ESL, GED and citizenship classes given at

the Mount are taught in the evenings at the high
school, located at 2801 S. Shartel Avenue, Oklahoma
City. GED classes are free and take place from
September through May. The GED test, however,
costs $45 each time it is taken. ESL classes cost $20
for each eight-week class, and citizenship classes are
$40 per eight-week session.

During these evening classes, child care is free
for one to three children in the same family who
are seven years of age or younger. Those families
desiring child care for more than three children will
be charged $1 per visit for each additional child.

ESL classes meet from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays. GED classes meet from 6
p.m. to 9 p.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays while
citizenship classes meet from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Wednesdays.

For more information, call Beatriz Meyer at
(405) 602-3146 Ext. 208.

Mount
continued from page 5

In “Operation Return to
Sender,” ICE (Immigration
and Customs Enforcement) is

deporting thousands of illegals
caught in raids, including 1,300
workers arrested at Swift meat-
packing plants in six states. Of 424
deported from Miami in January, 131
had criminal convictions. The raids
also netted many non-criminal
parents of small children.

Are the raids justified? Yes. And
no.

1. The government has a duty to
regain control of its borders and
impose reasonable criteria for
admission. “The Church in America,”
said John Paul II, “must [defend]
against any unjust restriction the
natural right of … persons to move
freely within their own nation and
from one nation to another.”
“Governments,” he said, “must
regulate the migratory flows with
full respect for the dignity of the
persons and for their families’ needs,
mindful of the requirements of the
host societies.”

Nevertheless, “[i]llegal immigra-
tion,” said John Paul, “should be
prevented [and it is] essential to
combat … criminal activities which
exploit illegal immigrants.” If a steel
fence is the most practical means to
secure the border, it ought to be
built, for the safety of Border Patrol
agents as well as immigrants. Those
agents, who confront the heavily
armed drug gangs which, according
to ICE, are “ravaging border
communities in South Texas,” are
persons with dignity equal to that of
immigrants.

2. At least 11 million illegals are
in this country. Efforts should focus

on deporting those involved in gang
or other criminal activities. In 2005,
26,000 were deported under the
concededly inadequate “aggravated
felony” standard of federal law.

Undocumented immigrants, how-
ever, who are otherwise law-abiding
should not be deported. Many
originally entered legally and over-
stayed or otherwise became illegal.
Many live with minor children,
including “anchor babies,” who are
citizens because they met the 14th
Amendment’s criterion that “persons
born … in the United States” are
citizens.

To expel millions of otherwise
law-abiding illegals would be unjust
and repugnant as well as an
administrative nightmare. Other
considerations are raised by the
failure of the government to secure
the borders, especially but not ex-
clusively with respect to the Mexican
border. For the past two decades, the
notorious failure of the government
to enforce the border has implicitly
invited people to cross it illegally.
Enforcement personnel at the border
have been undermanned and
hampered by the failure of successive
presidents, with congressional
acquiescence or complicity, to provide
them with the means to enforce the
law. That dereliction of duty benefits
employers who seek cheap labor with
the medical and other needs of the
laborers shifted to the taxpayers.

Every person has a right, in the

words of Pope John XXIII, “to enter a
country in which he hopes to provide
more fittingly for himself and his
dependents.” While that right is
subject to restriction, it would be
unjust to treat as criminals or to
deport those otherwise law-abiding
persons who accepted an implied
invitation to enter. They are
invitees. Congress ought to enable
them to regularize their status as
residents and perhaps as citizens.

3. We brought this problem upon
ourselves through the refusal of non-
Hispanic whites, and to a lesser
extent blacks, to reproduce them-
selves. The U.S. fertility rate is 2.07.
The replacement level is 2.1 at which
a population would replenish itself.
We are almost there only because of
the Hispanics whose rate is 2.9;
blacks are at 2.2 and non-Hispanic
whites are 1.8. Since 1973, more than
45 million persons who would have
been citizens at birth have been
killed by surgical abortion, not
including the uncountable numbers
killed by chemical and other abortifa-
cients. The endemic practice of
contraception multiplies the
shortage. As University of California
professor Franz Shurman put it,
“America needs the South’s babies ...
American civilization wants sex, but
does not want children.”

4. One cause of this problem is
neoliberalism, described by John
Paul II as “a system … based on a
purely economic conception of man
[which] considers profit and the law
of the market as its only parameters,
to the detriment of the dignity of
and respect due to individuals and
peoples.”

In the 1980s, to take advantage

of the devaluation of the Mexican
peso, U.S. companies abandoned their
U.S. employees and moved assembly
plants to maquiladoras in Mexico
just south of the border. Many of
those later closed as the companies
found cheaper labor in Asia. The
resulting unemployment and the
ongoing stagnation of the Mexican
economy and government, both
totally corrupt, lead many to enter
the United States illegally.
Companies in the U.S. employ them
as outsourcing in reverse. You can’t
outsource to a foreign country a
restaurant job. So presidents,
congressmen and officials send the
cheap labor to the employers. This is
applied neoliberalism. The real
“illegals” are those politicians and
those for whose benefit they betray
their oath to enforce the law.

5. The social teaching of the
Church offers guidance here.
Archbishop Charles Chaput of
Denver said it well in his comment
on the ICE raids: “The Catholic
Church respects the law, including
immigration law. We respect those
… who have the difficult job of
enforcing it. We do not encourage or
help anyone to break the law. …
Americans have a right to solvent
public institutions, secure borders
and orderly regulation of
immigration ... We … need … reform
that will address our economic and
security needs, but also regularize
the status of the many decent
undocumented immigrants who help
our society to grow.”

Rice is a professor emeritus and
is on the Notre Dame Law School
faculty. He can be reached at (574)
633-4415 or at rice.1@nd.edu

Guest Column
By Charles E. Rice

Operation Return to Sender

Are Raids Justified?
Well, Yes and No
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The Catholic Foundation recently
welcomed seven new members to its
board of directors. The new directors
will serve two three-year terms and
participate in committee work assist-
ing the Catholic Foundation executive
director with Finance and Invest-
ments, Marketing and Development,
Strategic Planning, Scholarships and
Grants.

Joining the Catholic Foundation
are Rev. Rex Arnold of Saint Mary
Catholic Church in Clinton; Ray
Haefele of Saint John the Baptist
Catholic Church in Edmond; Carol
Hopper of Holy Spirit Catholic
Church in Mustang; Dr. Charles
Lawrence of Saint Gregory the
Great Catholic Church in Enid;
Susan Moran of Christ the King
Catholic Church in Oklahoma City;
Doug Oliver of Saint Charles
Borromeo Catholic Church in
Oklahoma City; and Leonard Taron of
Saint Benedict Catholic Church in
Shawnee.

And with the death of Catholic
Foundation President Rev. James
Knight, Phillip Brockhaus of Saint
Joseph Catholic Church in Norman
will fulfill the balance of  Knight’s
term as president as well as those
responsibilities during the 2007-2008
fiscal year. Ralph Fredrickson of Saint
Monica Catholic Church in Edmond is
currently serving as president-elect.

“Our executive committee and
board of directors continue to
strengthen the mission of the Catholic
Foundation,” said Tom Casso,
executive director. “Through their
efforts, the Catholic Foundation’s
finances and investments are sound,

and our scholarship and grant
programs are returning a record
amount to our Catholic students and
educational programs.”

The  Catholic  Foundation  will
award more than $80,000 in college
scholarships this spring and plans to
distribute $75,000 in grants in the
fall. The foundation also contributes
more than $25,000 annually to the
Catholic Schools Endowment through
proceeds from its Golf Classic. This
year’s tournament is scheduled for
June 11 at Twin Hills Golf and
Country Club in Oklahoma City.

“Our tagline has become
‘Investing in the Future of Our Faith,’
and we fulfill this objective by giving
back to the Catholic community
through scholarships, grants and in-
vestments in other Catholic education
focused endeavors,” Casso said. “We
are truly blessed with the many
talented men and women who serve
on the Catholic Foundation board of
directors.”

Foundation Names Board Members
The

Catholic
Foundation

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
Lutheran-Roman Catholic Dialogue in
Round XI met March 15-18 at
Lutheran Theological Southern
Seminary, Columbia, S.C., for its fourth
meeting to discuss “The Hope of
Eternal Life.” The Lutheran and
Roman Catholic co-chairs described
the meeting as constructive and
precise, helpful to both Christian
traditions as they search for greater
mutual understanding through the
dialogue.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops and the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA) chose the
topic at the end of Round X in 2004, to
examine issues related to the
Christian’s life beyond death.

The conversation stems from
principles of life after death developed
in the “Joint Declaration on the
Doctrine of Justification,” which the
Lutheran World Federation and the
Catholic Church signed Oct. 31, 1999,
in Augsburg, Germany. Dialogue
members are considering such issues
as purgatory, indulgences and masses
and prayers for the dead.

The Most Rev. Richard J. Sklba,
auxiliary bishop of the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Milwaukee, and the
Rev. Lowell G. Almen, ELCA secretary,
serve as co-chairs of the U.S. dialogue.

In addition to members of the ELCA
and the Roman Catholic Church, the
dialogue includes two participants
from the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod.

“The most recent meeting of
the dialogue represented another
constructive step in exploring the
topic, ‘The Hope of Eternal Life,’
from Lutheran and Roman Catholic
perspectives,” Father Almen said.
“Members of the team in this meeting
undertook the initial development
of an outline that will guide further
discussion and the possible content of
a report to the churches.”

The “long road” of ecumenical
dialogue requires commitment, he
said, adding that much work remains
for present dialogue team members
and for those who will follow.

“Each small step for greater
mutual understanding is important,
however, as we strive for salutary ways
to reflect more clearly the unity that
we have been granted as baptized
sisters and brothers in Christ,” he
added.

“The careful precision brought to
this past meeting of the dialogue by
the members of each delegation and
their knowledge of history have
been a great blessing for all of us,”
Bishop Sklba said. “Simply tracing the

unfolding practices which have
marked our respective Lutheran or
Catholic prayers on the occasion of the
death of a believer has brought light to
our conversation.”

“While Catholics might place great
emphasis on our communal member-
ship in the body of Christ, the Church,
we both trust in God’s saving mercy in
Christ,” Bishop Sklba said.

“This most recent meeting of
Round 11 makes evident one of the key
convergences of this dialogue: the
believer’s communion with Christ, and
with all our brothers and sisters who
are in Christ, cannot be wholly severed
by death,” noted Father James Massa,
executive director of the Secretariat for
Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs
of the USCCB. “The solution to our
confessional differences on interim
states like purgatory depends to a
large degree on deepening our grasp of
the common Christian profession of
the ‘communion of saints,’” added
Father Massa.

Dialogue participants attended a
Roman Catholic liturgy at Saint
Joseph Catholic Church and a
Lutheran liturgy at Ebenezer
Lutheran Church, both in Columbia.
Next meeting of the dialogue is
scheduled for Oct. 11-14 at Saint Paul
College in Washington, D.C.

‘Hope of Eternal Life’

Catholics and Lutherans
Continue Their Dialogue

American Catholics
Today: New Realities of
Their Faith and Their
Church. William V. D’Antonio,
James D. Davidson, Dean R.
Hogue and Mary L. Gautier.
Lanham, Md. Rowman &
Littlefield. 204 pages.
Paperback. March 2007. ISBN
0-7425-5215-9. $24.75.

★★ ★★ ★★ ★★ ★★

The Roman Catholic
Church in the
United States ranks

after Brazil, Mexico and
possibly after Italy with the
most percentage of Catholics
in the population. There are
around 64 million Catholics in
the United States, which is the
largest denomination in this
country.

The Catholic Church in

the United States is a bit
unique in that it exists in the
richest country in the world
and the only superpower. The
Catholic Church is somewhat
powerful in this country,
especially in areas of the
country where there are many
Catholics. Five of the Supreme
Court justices including the
chief justice himself are
Roman Catholics, which is the
largest number of Catholics on
this court in history. A
Catholic ran for president in
2004 and other Catholics are
running for president already
for the 2008 election.

“American Catholics
Today” is the report of the
survey and research that
William V. D’Antonio, James
D. Davidson, Dean R. Hoge

Brother’s
Review
By Brother
Benet Exton,
O.S.B.

Book
Surveys
State of
Church

continued on page 15
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ELGIN — The early history of services
for the Catholic people of Elgin dates back
before the time they had their own church.
Priests from Chickasha, Lawton, Apache and
Sterling took the responsibility of serving
these faithful people who dreamed of having
a parish of their own. According to the Elgin
Bicentennial History Book published in 1976,
the first Mass in Elgin was held at the D.E.
McAnaw home (a two-story white frame
home located near the Elgin turnpike exit,
formerly the home of longtime parishioner
Anna Ryan (now deceased). Elgin was under
the direction of the Apache priest from 1907
to 1910. In 1910, Elgin Catholics collected
enough funds to purchase a two-room frame
building (Elgin’s first schoolhouse), moved it
to southwest Elgin and named it Saint
Anthony’s Church. Elgin was declared a
mission parish of Sterling in 1914.

When it was decided that a new church
should be built, pledges were sought and
several thousand dollars were raised. It was
also decided that each farmer would donate a
calf each year and other parishioners would
donate around the equivalent of the price of a
calf. In November 1946, construction of a new
church building was begun. The majority of
the work to build the church was provided
by the dedicated parishioners themselves.
The only paid labor was for the bricklaying
and the electrical work. All the men were
responsible for one day a week of labor. Those
who couldn’t or were unable for some reason
hired someone in their place for $5 a day. The
sum of $5,000 was donated by the Catholic
Extension Society, provided that the church
be renamed Saint Ann’s in memory of the
donor, Anna A. Becker. The new church was
dedicated May 11, 1948.

Sometime  later, new  pews  were
purchased from the state penitentiary at
McAlester (made by prisoners). In the 1970s,
stained glass windows replaced the original
glazed windows. The old church was used as
a parish hall until the current parish hall
was built in 1967. A new rectory (to replace
the rectory at Sterling) was dedicated on
June 14, 1998, at which time the church of

Saint Ann became
the main church
and Sterling was
declared a
mission parish of
Elgin.

Memories of
the construction
of Saint Ann were
provided by Leo
Koetter, a long-
time parishioner.

Parishioners
of Saint Ann will
be celebrating
the church’s
centennial on
June 10. Many
fund-raisers have
been held during the past year to make this a
very special occasion. Former Saint Ann
parishioners who have not yet submitted
their names and addresses for invitations
to this special occasion can send updated
information to Rev. Kumar, P.O. Box 10,
Elgin, Okla. 73538 or e-mail bradyelgin-
@aol.com.

Father Maria J. Kumar, pastor of
Saint Ann Parish in Elgin, said all are
invited to celebrate in the centennial
celebration on June 10. A social time
will begin at 2 p.m. Mass will be
celebrated by Archbishop Beltran at
4 p.m. Eight members of Saint Ann
Parish are scheduled to be confirmed
by the archbishop during the Mass,
Father Kumar said. A celebration
dinner will follow Mass.

All Welcome 
to Celebration

Saint Ann at 100

Church Marking Centennial

In 1910, Mass in Elgin was
celebrated in the town’s former
schoolhouse that was
purchased, moved and renamed
Saint Anthony Church. Below is
a look at the interior of Saint
Anthony and also the new
church that was built in 1948
and renamed Saint Ann.
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OKLAHOMA CITY — Bishop
McGuinness Catholic High School
welcomes the U.S. Navy Parachute
Team, the Leap Frogs, at 10 a.m.
June 1 at Clement Pribil Stadium on
the McGuinness campus.

The Leap Frog team will perform
aeronautical maneuvers and jumps
reaching speeds of 120 mph.
Parachute jumpers will leap out of an
aircraft 12,500 feet high and free fall
several thousand feet before deploy-
ing their parachutes. The parachutes
trigger the opening of the main blue-
and-gold canopies which is displayed
to the audience as the team flies in
formation.

The public is welcome. Leap Frog
team members will be available after
the performance for autographs and
pictures. Admission is free, and the
concession stand will be open.

OKLAHOMA CITY — Last fall,
Bishop McGuinness Catholic High
School students and faculty formed a
group called the Saint Francis Society,
named after the patron saint of
animals. The group is dedicated to
animal welfare and education.
Members help with adoption out-
reaches, fund-raising and educating
other students about animal issues.

They recently arranged for a tour
of the Oklahoma City Animal Shelter
to see firsthand the effects of pet over-
population in Oklahoma City. The tour
was led by Rita Hoch, president of
PAL-OK, a fairly new group dedicated
to helping homeless and unwanted
animals, and Gayl Leichner, longtime
animal shelter volunteer. The group

toured areas where animals are avail-
able for adoption, and saw holding
areas for stray cats, dogs and rabbits.
They also visited the barn where

abandoned or abused livestock are
housed. For many, this was their first
visit to a municipal animal shelter.

OKLAHOMA CITY — The dance program at
Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School presented
the Spring Music Concert in mid-April. The pro-
gram hosts a diversified group of talented perform-
ers. Part of the Fine Arts Department, it was estab-
lished 30 years ago and has become part of the cur-
riculum as a fine arts or physical education credit.

Fran Barton has served as program director for
22 years. Barton has written lyrics and choreo-
graphed numerous routines over the years, and this
year’s concert was the last for her, as she is stepping
down after this year.

There are more than 50 students involved in
the various dance classes. The program features
numerous dance ensembles including Dance I, II

and III, DanceVisions and ballroom dancing.
Students must audition for DanceVisions. It is
comprised of mostly girls. For the past couple of
years, they have featured boys in the dance rou-
tines. Regulars this year were Patrick Chong and
Thomas Hochla. In addition, several McGuinness
male          athletes performed in this year’s program
with DanceVisions members dancing to “Hey Ya.”
The boys were Towns Holmboe, Jared Lester, Nick
Hudacko, Joseph Krenger and Stephen Perry.

Featured in this year’s program were the ball-
room dance class doing a salsa routine and
DanceVisions performing a dance from the Dream
Scene of “Oklahoma” to commemorate the
centennial. Also performing was Whitney Kempf,

McGuinness ’03 alum and aspiring country and
western singer. Whitney performed “Real Chicks
Drive Pickups” written by Barton with music
provided by her husband, Craig. The finale focused
on all the great things that have happened at
Bishop McGuinness this year and is titled “Looking
Back but Going Higher.” The music was “Whenever
You Remember” by Carrie Underwood and “Higher
Ground” by the Red Hot Chili Peppers.

Tryouts for the 2007-08 DanceVisions team will
be held May 8.

For more information, contact Barton at (405)
842-6638 Ext. 252 or e-mail bartonx252@
mcguinness.k12.ok.us.

Back, left to right, Laney Maguire, Molly Jones, Peter McConnell, Callie Gordon, Rita
Hoch, Michael Chavez, Allison Moorhead, Lauren Pinaroc and Mary Loofbourrow. In
front, William Hoch.

Stepping Out
McGuinness Dance Students Put Their Talents on Display During Concert

Left, members of the Bishop McGuiness DanceVisions dance team. Above, senior boys
perform with DanceVisions at Spring Concert. Left to right are Nick Hudacko, Jared
Lester, Stephen Perry, Joseph Krenger and Towns Holmboe.

Group Sees 
Reality of Pet
Overpopulation

continued on page 15

Parachute Team
to Perform 
at McGuinness
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“Transcending the established
norms of His own culture, Jesus
treated women with openness, respect,
acceptance and tenderness. In this
way He honored the dignity which
women have always possessed
according to God’s plan and His love.
May Mary, Queen of Love, watch over
women and their mission in service
of humanity, of peace, of the spread
of God’s Kingdom.” — Pope John
Paul II

OKLAHOMA CITY — Archbishop
Beltran told the hundreds of women
attending the April 14 Mass prior to
the annual Women of Achievement
Banquet, they, along with all
members of the Catholic faith, are
called to spread the Good News of
Jesus Christ.

“Jesus loves all people and wants
all people to be saved,” Archbishop
Beltran said. He said the disciples
who followed Christ had “achieved
great love for Jesus” and said we too
must work to achieve the same kind of
love.

The archbishop said Pope Paul VI
in an encyclical offered three steps to
help the faithful on their journey to
living a Christ-filled life.

The late pontiff said the first step
is to “live the fullness of the Catholic
faith.” Archbishop Beltran said this is
done by being kind, generous to the
poor and forgiving.

The second step offered by Pope
Paul VI is to “invite other people
to the Catholic faith. “The church
is concerned about all humanity,”
Archbishop Beltran said. He said for
that reason, he and Bishop Slattery of
the Diocese of Tulsa had faxed a letter
to Gov. Brad Henry urging the
governor to sign SB 714, a proposed
law that could greatly help promote
the culture of life in Oklahoma by
providing greater protection for the
unborn.

Finally, Archbishop Beltran said
Pope Paul VI called on Catholics to
“extend the Church to all areas of our
culture and society.” He said this is
the call and work of every believer.

Celebrated at Saint Eugene
Church, the Mass was concelebrated
by Father Joseph Jacobi, pastor of
Saint Eugene, Father Joseph Kolb,
spiritual moderator for the ACCW,
and Father Daniel Letourneau,
associate pastor of Saint John the
Baptist Church in Edmond.

Following Mass the Central
Region of the Council of Catholic
Women held their annual Women of
Achievement Banquet. One of the
highlights of the banquet was a quilt
raffle featuring several handmade
quilts. All money raised by the raffle
will go to help support the work of
Sister Sponsa Beltran. A Benedictine,
Sister Sponsa has for years operated a

home and medical clinic for orphaned
and abandoned children in Liberia,
Africa. She does this even though she
is legally blind and wheelchair-bound.
Archbishop Beltran thanked the
women for the generous support of
his sister. He thanked them also for
their willingness to accept an annual
project in support of the Church. This
year, the organization is supplying
crucifixes that Archbishop Beltran
will present to each candidate for
Confirmation.

The following are the recipients of
this year’s recognition as Women of
Achievement:

Pat Cline, Saint Charles 
Pat Cline has been an active,

enthusiastic and cheerful member of
the Catholic Woman’s Activities Club.
She was baptized and became a
member of Saint Charles on Easter
Sunday, 2001.

Shirley Edwards, Corpus
Christi 

Shirley is a charter member of
the Knights of Columbus Ladies
Auxiliary. She is the 4th Degree
Navigator and chairwoman for Art
and Environment.

Carolyn Woods, Saint Joseph
Old Cathedral  

Carolyn Woods is called a driving
force in the parish and has received
numerous awards, including the Pro
Ecclesia et Pontifice in 2005.

Cheryl Hill, Holy Spirit  

Cheryl is an Oblate of the Sisters
of Benedict at Red Plains Monastery
and a recent graduate of the master’s
program in Pastoral Ministry from
the Aquinas Institute of Theology. She
teaches English Language Learners
at U.S. Grant, is active on her Parish
Pastoral Council and Altar Society
and is editor of the parish newsletter.

Mary Frances Offut, Saint
Joseph (Norman)

Mary was baptized as an infant
and later married Dale Offutt at
Saint Joseph Church. They have one
son, three daughters, five grand-
children and one great-grandchild.
She is a graduate of Moore High
School, where she participated in
Band and 4-H Club, and is active in
the Moore Alumni.

Debbie Altebaumer, Our Lady
of Sorrows 

Debbie  has  almost  single-
handedly raised funds so that the
youth of that parish could attend

Catholic Youth Camp. She attended
Cursillo in 2003 and still faithfully
attends Cursillo.

Pat Bourgeois, Saint John the
Baptist

Pat and her husband, Murphy
moved to Edmond with their three
children in 1993. She is a member of
the Women’s Society, a volunteer for
Senior Services Board, Keenagers,
Cooks Night Out and is a co-coordina-
tor for the Saint John’s Time Out
Program, which offers respite for
caregivers and a fun-filled afternoon
for Edmond senior citizens.

Mary Latta, Saint Eugene 
Mary has been an active member

at Saint Eugene since 1983. She does
everything from Girl Scout leader to
Vacation bible school teacher. She
serves on the Board of the Altar
Society and Parish Council and is
a Community Life Commission
member.

Parishes Honor Their 

Above, Patti Keeley holds up one of the
handmade quilts auctioned at the Women
of Achievement Banquet. At right, 5-year-
old Kathryn Cline entertains the
audience with her violin.

continued on page 11

SC for April 29 FINAL.qxd  4/27/2007  2:23 PM  Page 10



April 29, 2007   •  Sooner Catholic  11

continued from page 10

Wilma Duty, Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help

Wilma has been an active member
of Altar Society, Saint Jude’s Circle,
PTO, First Communion, funeral
dinners and RCIA as well as Girl and
Boy Scouts.

Susan Lepak, Saint Thomas
More

Susan is associate director of the
Office of Family Life. She has worked
in crisis pregnancy ministry, including
Rachel’s Vineyard, Project Gabriel
and other outreach involving human
sexuality, such as abstinence programs,
a retreat for victims of sexual abuse
and pro-life issues. Susan is working to
become a certified health care ethicist
through the National Catholic Bio-
ethics Center.

Pam Burnside, Saint Monica
A charter member of Saint Monica,

Pam has served in nearly all areas of
parish life, including Parish Council as
well as most committees. Pam works
with our sister parish, developing
and organizing their summer academy
program. She also volunteers with
Breakfast on Boulevard, Ronald
McDonald House and other agencies.

Becky Hardin, Saint Francis of
Assisi

Becky Hardin is married to Bill
Hardin, and they will soon celebrate
their 25th anniversary. They have two
children, Holly and Chris. They have
inspired their children with Christian
values by participating in church and
community activities as a family.

Lucy Cooper, Saint James the
Greater

For the past 23 years, Lucy has
worked tirelessly to help others less
fortunate than her. If her car didn’t
start, she would walk to Saint James to
help the people. Humble, dedicated and
modest are the best words to describe
Lucy, church members say.

Mary K. Wittrock, Saint
Charles Borromeo

Mary has been a member of Saint
Charles for 15 years and is involved
in many organizations. Through her
willingness to share her faith, she has
brought many new members to the
Catholic Church.

Helga Kastl, Saint John
Nepomuk

Helga Kastl has been a parishioner
of Saint John Nepomuk for 24 years.
She is known to be very caring and
giving, always ready to help when
needed. She is very devoted to both her
family and to her church.

Linda Kringlen, Our Lady
Fatima

Linda works on all church,
Catholic Daughters and Knights of
Columbus fundraisers with her
husband, Mark. Both excellent cooks,
they chaired the 2006 bazaar,
spaghetti dinner and Lenten fish
dinners.

Nancy Menz, Saint Joseph
(Union City)

Nancy is the wife of Deacon Lloyd
Menz and the mother of Elizabeth
Menz. She teaches second grade at
Sacred Heart Catholic School in
El Reno. Nancy serves as a lector,
substitute religious education teacher
and volunteers at Sister BJ’s Pantry.

Mary Fahy, Epiphany of the
Lord

Mary has been a member of
Epiphany since 1980 and works at the
Pastoral Center. She is earning a
master’s degree in pastoral ministry
and has completed the Deacon
Formation Program. Mary serves on
the board of directors of the Southwest
Liturgical Conference and Federation
of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions.

Chris Thomas, Saint Mark the
Evangelist

Chris is president of the Women of
Saint Mark. She has revitalized many
of the parish’s service and adult fellow-
ship programs and initiated several
successful “firsts” such as Breakfast

with Santa and Saint’s Saturday.
She has three children and six grand-
children.

Sharon Shepherd, Saint
Patrick

Sharon has been an active member
of Saint Patrick since 1978. She has
been involved in several parish
ministries, including Eucharistic and
hospitality minister, and leads parish-
ioners in praying the Rosary before
Mass on Sunday. Sharon is president
of the Saint Patrick Women’s Group
and serves in a leadership position for
the parish’s capital campaign.

Thyrene Martin, Saint Philip
Neri

Thyrene converted to Catholicism

at Saint Philip Neri and has been tire-
less in her service to the parish ever
since. She is everyone’s friend and
everyone is in awe of the many things
she accomplishes in her quiet, unas-
suming way. Thyrene’s giving of herself
is truly genuine and saintly.

Dolores McLaren, Saint Teresa
of Avila

Dolores has lived a life of service to
God, Saint Teresa’s Church and to her
family and community. She freely gives
her talents to the Harrah Senior
Citizens Center, Catholic Daughters,
Altar Society, Parish Council and
funeral dinners. She is an avid traveler
and loving mother and grandmother.

Women of Achievement

Archbishop Beltran poses with the Women of
Achievement honorees following the
banquet. Below, Pearl Sullens holds the box
while Archbishop Beltran pulls out a winner
in the quilt raffle. Sooner Catholic Photos  
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Council of Catholic Women
Offering $500 Scholarship

The Oklahoma City
Archdiocesan Council of Catholic
Women funds a $500 scholarship to
high school seniors of its affiliated
organizations.

To qualify, a student must
maintain a 2.5 grade point average
or better and/or pass a college entry
exam, show record of community and
parish volunteer service as well as
show financial need.

For an application, contact
Elizabeth Julum, 1430 W. Hillcrest
Drive, Mustang, Okla. 73064-2413,
call (405) 376-1729 or e-mail
aloetteokc@mac.com     

Applications must be received by
May 15.

Golf Tourney to Raise Money
for Holy Spirit’s Building Fund

MUSTANG — Holy Spirit Parish
is holding its first-ever golf
tournament to benefit the parish
building fund.

The tournament will be held
June 16 at Westbury Country Club
in Yukon. The shotgun start will
begin at 8 a.m. Cost to enter is $65
per person. Entry deadline is June 8.
Sponsorship opportunities begin at
$200.

For more information or for a
tournament brochure, contact Bryan
Estabrooks at (405) 376-6344 or
bryanestabrooks@cox.net

To change any information on our mailing list, fill out this form and mail it to:

The Sooner Catholic
P.O. Box 32180

Oklahoma City, OK 73123

❑ Address change ❑ Name change ❑ Remove ❑ Add 

For any changes, we need both the old and new information.

OLD INFORMATION

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

City, ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

NEW INFORMATION

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

City, ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Fellow Oklahoma Catholics,
We are asking for your support.
As you know, each year the Sooner Catholic asks

you to consider contributing $20 to help support the
archdiocesan newspaper. And each year you come
through in grand fashion. Many of you actually send
more than the $20 to help those Oklahoma Catholics
who can’t afford to contribute, but still need and want
the Sooner Catholic. This says a great deal about the
Catholic community in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma
City.

The Sooner Catholic publishes 26 issues per year,
sent to approximately 35,000 addresses. This is done
with an annual budget of about $450,000. Of that,

approximately $160,000 comes from your direct
contributions. The remainder comes from the
Archdiocesan Development Fund which also receives
your generous support.

The Sooner Catholic department is responsible
for the Archdiocesan Web site. This past year we’ve
introduced pod casts to the Web site and we plan to
have more of these conversations with Catholic
leaders available in the future.

Thank you for the generous support you have
provided the Sooner Catholic and thank you
especially for your prayers.

Sincerely
Ray Dyer, Editor

Briefs 

Archbishop Beltran blesses the restored
Meerschaert House at Saint Francis
Church while Father Rick Stansberry
and Father Charles Schettler assist.
The rededication ceremony took place
April 15 following Mass. Home to the
first bishop of Oklahoma, the
Meerschaert House was completely
renovated, according to Father
Stansberry, pastor at Saint Francis.
Last year’s expansion of Rosary School
allowed the parish to move the day-
care center from the Meerschaert
House into the school. That freed up
space for the parish offices to locate to
the first floor of the Meerschaert House.
It also made room on the second floor
for the parish youth group. The historic
house was rewired for high speed
Internet and new flooring was also
added. Father Stansberry said the
improvements were made with the
history of the house in mind. “We tried
to take it back as close as possible to
its original look,” he said. The project
cost $250,000 and with the $1.2
million spent on Rosary School
brought the overall project to close to
$1.5 million. (Sooner Catholic
Photo/Cara Koenig)

SC for April 29 FINAL.qxd  4/27/2007  2:23 PM  Page 12



April 29, 2007   •  Sooner Catholic  13

Joyce Clark describes the progress being made on
Saint Katharine Drexel Retirement Center during
an information session held at Redlands
Community College. Clark, development
consultant to the project, said the $5 million
assisted living center is scheduled to open in early
June. The 49-unit retirement center at 301 W.
Wade in El Reno is a joint effort by Sacred Heart
Catholic Church and the Archdiocese of Oklahoma
City. For more information about Saint Katharine
Drexel, call Clark at (405) 262-2920.

Letting go is a wonderful
way of experiencing relief,
calmness and peace in

otherwise stressful, anxiety-
producing situations. Letting go
allows us to put people and/or
situations into the hands of our
Heavenly Father, knowing that our
children, spouses and others will be
appropriately cared for, loved and
protected. Letting go allows us to
focus on being loving, expressing
gratitude for our blessings and living
less anxious and less stressful lives.

However, letting go seems to go
against our nature as we hang on,
even though we continue to
experience anxiety, grief, hurt,
frustration and resentments. We
have been brought up to believe that
we must fight for what we want and
that giving up or surrendering is a
sign of weakness. We are convinced
that high expectations of ourselves
and our family members lead to
success; that letting go means they
win and we lose; and that to forgive
means there is something wrong
with us and others will run over us.

Softening or balancing these
beliefs and values is difficult. We
resist letting go of thinking we are in
control of others and situations; of
insisting they treat us with respect;
of wanting what we want and want-
ing it now; of demanding they admit
their wrongs and apologize to us; and

of thinking if we struggle long and
hard enough, eventually things will
work out our way.

Letting go is difficult when we
feel hurt, angry and self-pity; when
we are afraid of what others think of
us; and when we believe we must
please them, seek their approval and
protect them. Letting go is also
difficult when we have resentments
and anger for past hurts; when we
believe we must be right and do most
things perfectly; or believe our job is
to protect our children from natural
consequences and/or expect them to
“work up to their potential.”

Letting go, however, allows us to
acknowledge that oftentimes we are
not and do not have to be in control,
that we cannot please nor take care
of everyone, that we are not perfect
nor always right, and that our
expectations may be excessive.
Letting go enables us to be more
understanding and loving of our-
selves, contributes to healing our
own hurts and wounds, softens our
resentments and self-pitying, and

enables us to be more accepting of
ourselves and of others.

Letting go allows us to be more
tolerant of and less judgmental of
others, to be less critical of and more
accepting of others, and to be less
blaming of others and more accepting
of our own errors.

Letting go of excessive
expectations of our children allows us
to be more understanding and
accepting of who they are while
modeling unconditional love. Letting
go provides an environment where
we as loving parents can help our
children be responsible and self-
reliant. Letting go allows our
children to fail and experience
disappointments and negative
consequences while we are there to
love and encourage them.

Letting go allows us to not regret
the past, to understand the past is
part of our story, and to use the past

to learn and to gain wisdom for
living today. Letting go of what they
will think of us enables us to express
and to honor who we are without
their approval. Letting go allows us
to fear less and to love more.

As we consider and explore
letting go, we may experience an
internal struggle regarding our
values, beliefs and what is best for
our families. We might wonder what
are God’s hopes for us, what is
loving and what brings internal
peace. We may still not know the
answer. However, it is in the seeking
that Christ within will prevail.

Joe Froehle has over 16 years
experience in marital, individual and
family counseling. He serves in the
Counseling Center at St. John the
Baptist, Edmond. He can be reached
at (405) 359-8539 or by e-mail at
jfroehle@swbell.net.

Letting Go Harder Than It Sounds
Counseling
Corner
By Joe Froehle,
LPC, ICADC

Letting go, however, allows us to acknowledge that
oftentimes we are not and do not have to be in
control, that we cannot please nor take care of every-
one, that we are not perfect nor always right, and
that our expectations may be excessive.
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in the case of rape or incest. Medi-
caid abortions would not be affected
at all by SB 714 except in the
instance when a Medicaid abortion
for rape or incest might be done by a
state employee in a state institution.
The vast majority of Medicaid
services in our state, according to the
Oklahoma Health Care Authority,
are provided outside of state institu-
tions and by private providers.

7. Discussing the option of
abortion is not restricted. The
language adopted by the Senate last
month remains unchanged: “State
funds will not be used to encourage a
woman not necessary to save her life,
except to the extent required for the
continued participation in the federal
program.” (p. 27, line 24 to p. 28, line
2). This last phrase eliminates any
conflict with the “non-directive
counseling” options allowed under
the Title X federal/state family

planning program. The operative
word is “encourage.”

Dr. Reshef ’s argument that SB
714 interferes with the patient-
physician relationship is specious
and designed to generate hysteria.
His claim that those who support
this bill are uncaring toward women
is inflammatory. The patient-
physician relationship is sacred and
lies untouched by this bill. His
inference that all women who
conceive babies deemed less-than-
perfect by society would naturally
wish to abort hints at the underlying
fear of some physicians that they will
be sued for ‘wrongful life.”

I also take exception to the
prevailing assumption that aborting
a baby earlier in the pregnancy
rather than carrying to the natural
outcome is somehow “kinder” or “less
traumatic” to the parents. All babies
have a vocation: even those whose
lives are shortened by lethal anom-
alies, accidents or maternal disease.

As someone who delivers such
babies, I can attest that every parent
who gives birth to such a child finds
comfort in recognizing common
familial features such as ears or feet
or noses. Terminating the pregnancy
before its natural outcome not only
robs the family of this healing
experience, but makes them
complicit in the death of their child.

Senate Bill 714 recognizes the
“conscience clause” of those
Oklahomans who object to tax
dollars being used by state institu-
tions and state employees for
pregnancy termination with the
exceptions already established by
law. Gov. Henry has the opportunity
to do the “kindest thing” by uphold-
ing the rights of all Oklahoma
physicians and other care providers
to care for women without paying for
abortions with our tax dollars.

Mary W. Martin, M.D., FACOG
Obstetrics/Gynecology/

Infertility

by both science and the Church that
the child in the womb is a living
human organism.”

“At last, our most vulnerable
brothers and sisters will be protected
from the horrifying and unnecessary
procedure known as partial birth
abortion,” he said.

In October 2003, Congress passed
the ban by votes of 281-142 in the
House of Representatives and 64-34
in the Senate. Bush signed it into law
the following month.

Not a constitutional right 
Court challenges kept the ban

from being put into effect, but the
April 18 ruling that the partial birth
abortion procedure does not deny a
woman’s so-called constitutional right
to abortion meant a victory for pro-
lifers.

Carl Anderson, Supreme Knight
of the Knights of Columbus, the
world’s largest Catholic lay organiza-
tion, said: “The Supreme Court

decision in Gonzales vs. Carhart is a
major milestone in the battle to end
the destruction of innocent human life
in America.”

Anderson underlined, “Finally,
after nearly a decade of court battles,
the way has been cleared to imple-
ment the bipartisan judgment of
Congress that partial birth abortion is
brutal and inhumane, and must be
prohibited.”

“We also strongly agree with
Justice Thomas, who wrote a short,
separate concurring opinion reiterat-
ing his view ‘that the court’s abortion
jurisprudence, including Casey and
Roe v. Wade, has no basis in the
Constitution.’”

President and chief counsel of the
Thomas More Law Center, Richard
Thompson, agreed: “This Supreme
Court decision may very well signal
the willingness of the court under
Chief Justice Roberts to revisit
its infamous Roe vs. Wade decision
and end legalized abortion in this
country.”

Out of control 
The ban does not restrict perform-

ing an abortion but only how it is
performed. It bans the particular
procedure of “intact dilation and
extraction,” which involves partially
removing the fetus from the womb
and then puncturing the baby’s
skull and extracting the brain,
then delivering the rest of the dead
body.

Kathleen Gallagher, director of
pro-life activities for the New York
State Catholic Conference, said: “The
court action is a victory for common
sense and a victory for unborn
children and their mothers.

“We  believe  it  will  restore
some sanity and balance to our
legal system by placing reasonable
restrictions  on  the  out-of-control
abortion industry.”

“Finally, we are grateful to the
five-member majority of Supreme
Court who saw partial birth abortion
for what it is — child abuse — and let
sanity prevail.”

Dr. Martin 
continued from page 3

High Court 
continued from page 3

Sanctity of All Life
This past January many of us

had the opportunity to attend the
Sanctity of Life Mass celebrated by
Archbishop Beltran at Our Lady’s
Cathedral in Oklahoma City. As
expected, the main topic was
abortion. We have heard that as
many as 4,000 abortions take place
daily in the United States. This
figure is staggering. I will never be
able to understand how a woman can
knowingly kill her own child.

What about the doctors who
perform these abortions? Are they
killers as well? Or in the case of a
car accident, the driver of one car

hits the car of a pregnant woman
and as a result the unborn child is
killed. Is the driver of the car guilty
of manslaughter? It is our under-
standing that the driver of the car
can be charged with manslaughter.

Abortion and the death penalty
are society’s legal means of killing
the unwanted.

Abortion and the death penalty
diminish our respect for all human
life and ultimately we are nothing
but killers ourselves.

The issues of abortion and the
death penalty have been shown to
be popular vote getters for some
politicians.

We have a Christian choice to
both abortion and the death penalty.
Thousands of people stand in line to
adopt children who may not be
wanted.

As for the death penalty, we have
the penalty of life without parole
which not only saves our tax dollars
but takes us out of the business of
killing.

Why don’t we have more respect
for the sanctity of life and save
human life whenever possible.

Jim and Ann Fowler
Saint Charles Parish

Oklahoma City 

Letter 

VATICAN CITY (Zenit.org) —
Abortion and euthanasia are examples
of "terrorism with a human face," and,
together with suicide bombers, are the
scourge of contemporary society, says a
Vatican official.

Archbishop Angelo Amato, secre-
tary of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, made this state-
ment on Monday during a talk on "The
Problem of Evil: Philosophical and
Theological Reflections." 

His address formed part of the
International Seminar for Catholic
Civil Aviation Chaplains and
Chaplaincy Members, taking place in
Rome and sponsored by the Pontifical
Council for Migrants and Travelers.

"Reading the daily papers — or
using Internet, TV or radio — every
day we see a perverse film about evil,
which is 'filmed' in every part of the
world with scenery and backdrops ever
more cruel, as we see in the thousands
of provocations of international terror-
ism," explained Archbishop Amato.

He continued: "Besides the abom-
inable terrorism of suicide bombers,
which is ever-present in the media,
there is the so-called terrorism with a
human face, which is also a daily occur-
rence and just as repugnant, which
continues to be propagated by the
media, manipulating traditional lan-
guage with expressions that hide the
tragic reality of the facts." 

As an example, the 68-year-old
prelate mentioned that abortion is
referred to as "the voluntary interrup-
tion of pregnancy" instead of "the
killing of a defenseless human being."
Euthanasia is defined merely as
"death with dignity," he observed.

Archbishop Amato also mentioned
the decisions of national legislatures
that promote "laws contrary to the
human being." 

Evil today "is not only the action of
single individuals or identifiable
groups, but comes from dark centers,
the laboratories of false opinions, from
anonymous powers that hammer away
at our minds with false messages, judg-
ing behavior in tune with the Gospels
as ridiculous and out of date," he
lamented.

"We cannot close the libraries of
evil nor can we destroy its collection of
videos that are reproduced like lethal
viruses," noted Archbishop Amato. He
explained that Christians can build
themselves up "through the formation
of a right conscience that searches for
and loves the true and the good and
avoids evil." 

Suicide Bombers,
Abortion Both
Terrorism In
Today's World
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and Mary L. Gautier conducted in
2005. Some of this material has
already appeared in the National
Catholic Reporter (NCR). Previous
surveys had been done in 1987, 1993,
1999, and now in 2005. The authors
also had access to other surveys and
other research that was done before
2005. These surveys include the
2000 “The Catholic Experience of
Small Christian Communities,”
which William D’Antonio had done
with Bernard Lee. James Davidson
and several colleagues did a study in
1995 and the results were published
as “Search for Common Ground” in
1997. Davidson was also involved in
the study that was published as “Lay
Ministers and Their Spiritual
Practices” in 2003. Hoge and Gautier
were involved in other studies too
about the priesthood and other
issues.

The introduction from Chapter 1
gives a summary review of the
previous surveys that the authors
had done with the Gallup Polling
Organization. The introduction
describes that the 2005 survey
participants were divided into four
groups based on age groups or
generations: 1. Pre-Vatican II (born
in 1940 or earlier). 2. Vatican II (born
between 1941 and 1960). 3. Post-
Vatican II (born between 1961 and
1978). 4. Millennial (born between
1979 and 1987). They also considered
race, gender, amount of education,
marital status, political affiliation
and income. These did not seem as
important as the four generation
groups. There were 875 Catholics
involved in this survey. Each chapter
in this book has a conclusion which
is very helpful and gets to the point
of what the chapter is presenting.

The body of each chapter is made up
of statistical data and explanations.
There are many charts and tables
throughout the book.

Chapter 2’s topic is Catholic
identity. The surveys show how
Catholics identify themselves and
others as being Catholic. This varies
from generation to generation.
A historical overview of Catholic
history in the United States is given.
Chapter 3’s topic is American
Catholics’ commitment to the
institutional Church. This chapter
shows that American Catholics vary
in the support of the Church accord-
ing to generation. The two main
topics that all agree on is that if one
is to be a Catholic, one has to believe
in the resurrection of Jesus and the
Real Presence of Christ in the
Eucharist. Helping the poor and

devotion to Mary score high too on
the surveys. Acceptance of Church
teachings varies too according to
generational group. Chapter 4’s topic
is on the sacraments. The surveys
say that American Catholics receive
baptism, confirmation and the
Eucharist, but they do not go to
confession as often as they used to.
This chapter also gives a historical
overview of reception of the
sacraments.

Chapter 5’s topic is about
problems the Church is facing like
the sexual abuse scandals, priest and
religious shortage and participation
of the laity in the ministry. Chapter
6’s topic is on authority and those
who hold it. The surveys show that
American Catholics have lost
confidence in the bishops and others,
especially in light of the sexual abuse
scandals. Many Catholics ignore
Church teachings and still consider
themselves as Catholics.

Chapter 7’s topic is on Church
leadership and lay involvement. The
surveys show that the American
Catholic laity wants to be more
involved in the governance of the
Church on all levels. Many want to
help the clergy to do their ministry
by relieving them from having to
take care of temporal issues. Chapter
8’s topic is religion and politics. The
surveys show that Catholics are
involved in all political parties in the
United States. Many Catholics are
involved in the pro-life movement
while other Catholics are involved
in the pro-choice movement. The
survey shows that 39 percent
identify themselves as Republicans,
42 percent identify themselves as
Democrats and 19 percent said they
were independents. Chapter 9 is a
conclusion and summary of the
survey.

Appendix A is on Catholic
education. Appendix B is on
Hispanic Catholics which is a
growing group in the United States.
Appendix C is the 2005 Gallup
survey. Then there is a bibliography
and an index.

William V. D’Antonio (Ph.D. 1958
from Michigan State University), is a
fellow at the Life Cycle Institute at
the Catholic University of America.
He is the co-author of eight books
and editor of four others.

James D. Davidson (Ph.D. from
the University of Notre Dame), is a
professor of sociology at Purdue
University. He is the author or co-
author of several books and articles.
He has published articles in America,
Commonweal and Liguorian.

Dean R. Hoge (Ph.D. 1970 from
Harvard), is a professor emeritus of
sociology. He is a fellow at the Life
Cycle Institute at the Catholic
University of America. He has
authored several books.

Mary L. Gautier (Ph.D. 1995
from Louisiana State University), is
a senior research associate at the
Center for Applied Research in the
Apostolate (CARA) at Georgetown
University. She has authored two
books and also edits The CARA
Report.

“American Catholics Today” will
be of interest to those involved in
Church leadership and those
interested in what Catholics think
about various topics. This book is
highly recommended to them.

Brother Benet Exton is a
Benedictine Monk at Saint Gregory’s
Abbey in Shawnee. Among other
duties, he serves as the librarian
there and writes book reviews
regularly for several Catholic
publications, including the Sooner
Catholic.

Review 
continued from page 7

this in mind as we prepare for
summer, wriggling into swimsuits
and staring into three-fold full-
length mirrors. It’s hard to shake
that model in our mind and it’s easy
to spot our physical deviations.

But the image we envy is
generic. One print out of 10 million.
So don’t sell out.

Many young women make this
mistake. Look at Ashlee Simpson,
who burst into a music scene filled
with blond look-alikes and turned
heads with her black hair, fair skin
and fresh look. She looked as though
she ate peanut butter. Girls liked
that, and they turned her first album
into a triple platinum. (Whereas
Britney had to thank creepy old men
for that distinction).

Alas, Ashlee turned skinny, tan
and blond. She got a new nose. And
her next album didn’t come close in
sales.

Thousands of girls follow her

lead. Some submit themselves to ice-
cube diets. Others submit themselves
to the plastic surgeons on I Want a
Famous Face.

God created you one of a kind.
He sculpted you carefully, counting
the hairs on your head. So when you
try to emulate Eva or Jen, you insult
your creator’s fine taste.

Like the Blenko glass on
Roadshow, our physical imperfections
add an interest and value that
collectors covet. The chicken-pox scar
on your forehead. The birthmark on
your left calf. You’ve been trying to
hide the very mark that makes you
special.

So take care of yourself, the
fabulous original, avoiding scratches
and cheap imitations. God’s appraisal
of your value wildly exceeds your
estimation.

Christina Capecchi is a graduate
student at Northwestern University
in Evanston, Ill. E-mail her at
christinacap@gmail.com.

Twenty 
continued from page 4

“When I left, I felt very upset to
see the numbers of animals that only
had three days left to live, if they
weren’t one of the few that makes it
into the adoption program. It is some-
thing everyone should see.

“Seeing this makes me realize
why people should have their pets
neutered or spayed,” said junior Callie
Gordon.

Sophomore Lauren Pinaroc had
a similar reaction. “The first thing
I encountered was some people
surrendering several very cute dogs.
The owners said they just didn’t have
time for the dogs. Because adoption
was so full, the dogs will probably
have to be euthanized. It was sad to
me that people care so little about
these creatures’ lives.

“When a person gets the death
penalty, at least they get a trial.
These animals don’t even get a
chance. I saw clearly that when

people don’t neuter and spay their
pets, they are possibly dooming many
animals.”

The group also learned that
animal abuse and neglect costs tax-
payers to maintain shelters. They also
were educated about how animals
involved in cruelty or legal cases may
have to be kept at the animal shelter
for months, sometimes years.

They learned about Ginger, a
cruelty case who came in as a puppy
and has spent her entire first year in
a small pen at the shelter while her
case goes through the legal system.

The students meet once a month
and periodically host fundraisers to
raise  money  for  awareness  and
donations.

Pets 
continued from page 9

When a person gets the
death penalty, at least
they get a trial.
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Summer Camp Help Needed
Saint Eugene Summer Camp is

looking for part-time help for its
summer camp program. Starting May
28 through Aug. 3 (Monday-Friday)
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.). Need someone
who is good with children, responsible
and energetic. Must be willing to
complete Safe Environment Training
and be at least 18 years of age. If
interested, call Angela Liddiard or
Mary Beth Arwood at 751-7115 Ext.
118.

Truck Driver/Warehouse Worker
St. Vincent dePaul Thrift

Stores Inc. of OKC is seeking full-
time combination truck driver and
warehouse worker for local thrift
stores. Must be 25-65 years old, with
clean driving record, no accident
history during past three years.
Position requires lifting furniture and
warehouse duties. Hours are flexible.
A background check is required.
Starting salary, $20,000 with holidays
and vacation pay. Submit resumes to
SVDP Thrift Store, 4515 NW 10th St.,
Oklahoma City 73127-5917, or e-mail
svdpthriftstoresokc-@cox.net

Thrift Store Manager
St. Vincent dePaul Thrift

Stores Inc. of OKC is seeking full-
time store managers for local stores.
Applicants should have retail sales and
employee management skills and enjoy
interfacing with thrift store customers.
A background check is required for this
position. Starting salary, $24,000 with
paid holidays and vacation. Submit
resumes to Thrift Store Board of
Directors, c/o 1920 N. Drexel Blvd.,
Oklahoma City 73107, or e-mail
svdpthriftstoresokc@cox.net 

Volunteer Ultrasound Tech 
Birth Choice of Norman is in

need of a volunteer ultrasound tech a
few hours a month. This is a limited
ultrasound. If you are interested, call
Terry at (405) 590-6360.

Mental Retardation Specialist
Center of Family Love in

Okarche is looking for a qualified
mental retardation specialist. The “Q”
department is looking for a case
manager to work in the ICF unit on
campus. Successful candidate should
have a college degree or two years of
experience in the field. Center of
Family Love offers paid training,
competitive pay and paid time off.
Contact John Isenegger at (405) 263-
4658 or fax résumés to (405) 263-4563
or come in and fill out an application.
EOE

Habitation Training Specialist
Center of Family Love in

Okarche is looking for a habitation
training specialist for its group and
assisted living units. Center of Family

Love offers paid training, competitive
pay and paid time off. Contact John
Isenegger at (405) 263-4658 or fax
résumés to (405) 263-4563 or come in
and fill out an application. EOE

Executive Director
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma

City is accepting resumes for a
certified residential care administrator
for Saint Ann Retirement Center. The
position requires five years experience
operating a senior living community
with a proven track record. We are
seeking someone who has excellent
communication, team-building and
managerial skills. Full paid benefits
program. Salary is based on
experience. Send resumes and
personal references to David Johnson,
P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City 73123
or fax to (405) 721-5210.

Elementary Teacher Openings
Holy Trinity Catholic School in

Okarche is accepting applications for
elementary and early childhood
teachers for the 2007-08 school year.
Submit resume and copy of teaching
certificate to Mary Jane Wittrock, P.O.
Box 485, Okarche 73762, fax (405) 263-
9753 or e-mail mjwittrock@holytrinity-
ok.org.

Elementary Teacher Openings
Saint Mary’s School, Ponca

City, is accepting applications for
employment for the 2007-2008 school
year. Openings include early childhood
teacher, part-time pre-algebra/algebra
teacher and part-time vocal music
teacher. Early childhood certification
or subject endorsements required. If
interested, send resume and copy of
teaching certificate to Shirley Zink at
415 S. Seventh, Ponca City 74601
or call (580) 765-4387 for more
information.

First-Grade Teacher
Villa Teresa Catholic School is

accepting applications for a first-grade
teacher. Candidate must be certified by
the state of Oklahoma and possess a
degree in early childhood or
elementary education. Also available is
an opening for a teacher for 3-year-
olds. An associate degree or CDA is
required. Send resumes to Sister
Veronica Higgins, 1216 Classen Drive,
Oklahoma City 73103, or call for an
interview, 232-4286.

Teacher Sought
Sacred Heart Catholic School

in El Reno is accepting applications
for a combined fifth- and sixth-grade
teacher. Oklahoma elementary
certification. Strong math skills
desired. Submit applications to Sacred
Heart Catholic School, 210 S. Evans,
El Reno, Okla. 73036, fax (405) 262-
2284, attention Shannon Statton.

Pre-Kindergarten Teacher
All Saints Catholic School in

Norman is seeking a full-time pre-
kindergarten teacher for the 2007-08
school year. Applicants must hold
Oklahoma certification in early child-
hood education. Mail resumes attention
to Leslie Schmitt, Principal, at 4001
36th Avenue, N.W., Norman, Okla.
73072, or fax to (405) 447-7227.

High School Chemistry/Biology
Bishop McGuinness Catholic

High School has an opening for a
state certified chemistry/biology
teacher for the 2007-08 school year.
Send a resume with references to the
attention of David Morton, Principal,
801 NW 50th St., Oklahoma City
73118.

High School Coaches/Teachers
Mount St. Mary Catholic HS

(Oklahoma City) is accepting
applications for the following positions
for the 2007-2008 school year: assistant
football coach and girls basketball
coach, math, science, French and
Spanish. Send resume, letter of
interest, copy of teaching certificate and
references to Talita DeNegri, Mount St.
Mary HS, 2801 S. Shartel, Oklahoma
City, Okla. 73109. Can also be faxed to
(405) 631-9209. For more information
or questions, call 405-631-8865 or
contact DeNegri at tdenegri@mountst-
mary.org.

Cafeteria Manager
Mount St. Mary High School in

Oklahoma City is seeking a full-time
cafeteria manager for the 2007~2008
school year. Applicant must be familiar
with the DHS Commodities
Distribution and U.S. Federal Food
Program. For more information,
contact Talita DeNegri at 631-8865.

ESL Instructor
Mount St. Mary High School

Community Outreach Program is
looking for an (ESL) English as a
Second Language instructor.
Experience in teaching/training
preferred but not required. Must be
fluent in Spanish. Background check
required. For more information,
contact Beatriz Meyer at (405) 602-
3146 Ext. 208 or (405) 361-9796. Call
to make an appointment. Mount St.
Mary High School Community
Outreach Program, 2801 S. Shartel
Ave., Oklahoma City 73109.

Administrative Assistant
Catholic Charities seeks a

bilingual administrative assistant for a
new position in the Family Support
Services Office. Computer proficiency,
including word processing, database
management and Excel, organizational
skills and ability to multi-task,
excellent typing skills, positive
communication skills and the ability to

relate to and professionally interact
with staff, volunteers and the public.
Send cover letter, resume and salary
history to Human Resources, 1501 N.
Classen Blvd., Oklahoma City 73106
or nlargent@catholiccharitiesok.org.
EOE

Associate Director - Advocacy,
Outreach and Legal Services

Catholic Charities seeks non-
profit leader with experience in
legislative advocacy, parish outreach
and education and legal services in the
field of immigration. Must have at
least five years management
experience and be a practicing Roman
Catholic. Bilingual applicants are
encouraged to apply. Preference will be
given to applicants with a J.D. Send
cover letter, resume and salary history
to Human Resources, 1501 N. Classen
Blvd., Oklahoma City 73106. EOE

Associate Director of Mission
Advancement

Catholic Charities seeks an
experienced non-profit leader for
associate director of Mission
Advancement. This new position will
increase those engaged in the mission
of Catholic Charities, as demonstrated
through financial support in the
community. Successful candidate
should possess a bachelor’s degree
and five years experience in fund
development as well as a deep
commitment to Catholic Charities core
mission and an ability to model those
values in relationship with colleagues,
partners and constituents. Send cover
letter, resume and salary history to
Human Resources, 1501 N. Classen
Blvd., OKC 73106 or nlargent@
catholiccharitiesok.org. EOE

Immigration Attorney
Catholic Charities seeks an

attorney to work with clients in the
Immigration Assistance Program.
Applicants must have a J.D. and be
licensed to practice in the state of
Oklahoma. Bilingual applicants are
encouraged to apply. Send cover letter,
resume and salary history to Human
Resources, 1501 N. Classen Blvd.,
Oklahoma City 73106. EOE

Music Director
St. Eugene Church, Oklahoma

City, seeks full-time music director to
direct traditional, contemporary and
children’s choirs and supervise
cantors. Organ and piano skills
necessary. Bilingual skills preferred.
Degree in music with experience
directing music in a parish setting.
Competitive salary and benefits. Send
resume with three professional
references to Rev. Joseph Jacobi, St.
Eugene Church, 2400 W. Hefner Road,
OKC 73120, fax (405) 751-8722, phone
(405) 751-7115, e-mail mbrown@-
steugenes.org.
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29 Mass for the Newly Entered
into the Church at 4 p.m. with
Archbishop Beltran at the Catholic
Pastoral Center.

1 Eucharistic Adoration at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, NW 32nd and Western. Every
Tuesday after 8:30 a.m. Mass from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. The Rosary is said
every weekday at 2.30 p.m. All are
welcome.

2 Holy Family Home Mass, 10
a.m., Holy Family Home, 6821 Eddie
Drive, Midwest City, (405) 523-3000.

4 First Friday Adoration at Saint
Francis of Assisi in Oklahoma City.
After the 8:30 a.m. Rosary School
Mass there will be the Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament and
Benediction at 5:30 p.m. This is open
to all. Saint Francis is located at
1910 NW 19th in Oklahoma City.

4 First Friday Adoration at Holy
Name of Jesus in Chickasha.
Exposition of  the Blessed Sacrament
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. followed by
Benediction. This is open to all.

Holy Name of Jesus is located at 210
S. 7th St. in Chickasha.

4 First Friday Sacred Heart Mass
at the Catholic Pastoral Center.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
is at 5:30 p.m. with the Sacrament of
Reconciliation available prior to
Mass. Mass is at 7 p.m. For more
information, call the Office of Family
Life at (405) 721-8944 or Diane Grim
at (405) 528-6252.

4 First Friday Mass for Young
Adults. For those married or single,
late teens, 20s or 30s, 5:30 p.m. Mass
at Our Lady’s Cathedral in the
chapel at the Connor Center, 3214
Lake Avenue, between Classen and
Western. For more information,
contact Becky Jaime in the Office of
Young Adult Ministry at (405) 721-
9220.

5 Sculpting a Bust of Christ,
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Sculptor and
professional grief counselor Bob
Willis will lead this workshop. Mail
in your check to reserve your place.
Bring a sack lunch. Call 373-4739 to
register. Come to the red art barn at
Red Plains Monastery. Limit 15.

5 Anger, Conflict and
Forgiveness, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. This
spiritual approach helps you to
identify unresolved anger and
conflicts that affect your relation-
ships. Presenter: Sister Marie

Ballmann, OSB, at Red Plains
Monastery. Fee: Mail in $35 to
reserve your place. Call 373-4739 to
register. Bring a sack lunch.

11 SEAS 15th Annual Golf
Tournament. Shotgun start at 1:30
p.m., four-person scramble at the
Kickingbird Golf Course. Entry fee is
$75. Deadline for entry is May 5. Call
Susan at 348-5364 or drop by the
Saint Elizabeth school office for
registration.

11-12 Engagement Encounter
Weekend. To register, contact the
Office of Family Life at (405) 721-
8944.

13 The Benedictine Oblates of
Red Plains Monastery will meet
from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. They join the
Community for Vespers, followed by a
potluck dinner. For more information,
contact Sister Eunice at 373-4565 or
osbokc@ionet.net.

17-25  Monthly Novena to the
Infant Jesus, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily,
Nat’l Shrine of  the Infant Jesus,
Saint Wenceslaus Church, SH-99 7
miles N. I-40 or 20 miles S. I-44 at
Stroud exit, Prague, (405) 567-3080.

19 Freeing the Artist Within:
Meditation and Watercolor, 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. Glenda Day will lead this
session. Fee: $45, all materials
provided. Mail in your check to

reserve your place. Bring a sack
lunch. Call 373-4739 to register.
Come to the red art barn at Red
Plains Monastery. Limit 15.

19 How to Live What We
Celebrate, 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Continuing celebration of Word and
Eucharist. Sister will share the
gleanings of study, celebration and 60
years of liturgical ministry to the
Church in Oklahoma. Presenter:
Sister Benedicta Boland, OSB, at Red
Plains Monastery, the Retreat House.
Fee: Mail in $35 to reserve your
place. Call 373-4739 to register.
Bring a sack lunch.

20 Ascension of the Lord-Holy
Day of Obligation

20 Pilgrimage Sunday, 10:45 a.m.
Anointing of the Sick, 11 a.m. Mass,
noon lunch, 1 p.m. Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament, Prayer of the
Chaplet of the Infant Jesus and the
Litany of the Infant Jesus. Nat’l
Shrine of the Infant Jesus of Prague
is located at St. Wenceslaus Church,
SH-99 7 miles N. I-40 or 20 miles S.
I-44 at Stroud exit, Prague, (405) 567-
3080.

20 Taize Prayer, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Red Plains Monastery, 728 Richland
Road SW, Piedmont. For more
details, call 373-4565. Optional video
on Taize prayer at 6 p.m.

APRIL

MAY

Church Leaders Urge Farm Bill Reform
Restore American Values

WASHINGTON — As Congress
begins the work of reauthorizing the
U.S. farm bill, more than a dozen
churches and faith-based organizations
have come together as the Religious
Working Group on the Farm Bill to
urge major changes in U.S. agricultural
policy aimed at reducing hunger and
poverty, and promoting the livelihood of
farmers and rural communities in the
United States and around the world.

“Passing a new farm bill is an
important opportunity to reshape our
agricultural policies to build a more
just framework that better serves rural
communities and vulnerable farmers
in the U.S., overcomes hunger here and
abroad, and helps poor farmers and
their families in developing countries,”
said Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio of
Brooklyn, chairman of the U.S. Catholic
Bishops Domestic Policy Committee.

The Religious Working Group on
the Farm Bill, which includes Christian
denominations and major faith-based
organizations, has developed a state-
ment of legislative principles for farm-

bill reform (see below). Members of the
group currently are in the process
of visiting congressional offices and
sharing those principles.

“As people of faith who are also con-
stituents, we must let our members of
Congress know that we support broad
reforms in the farm bill,” said Rev.
David Beckmann, president of Bread
for the World. “We are advocating for
farm policy that strengthens our rural
communities and better supports
farmers of modest means, people trying
to put food on the table in the United
States, and struggling farmers in
developing countries.”

Members of the Religious
Working Group support a farm bill
that strengthens investment in
communities in rural America; ensures
all Americans an adequate and
nutritious diet; provides better and
more targeted support for U.S. farm
families of modest means; and
conserves the land for present and
future generations. Group members
also are urging Congress to address the

negative impact that current U.S. agri-
cultural and trade policies have on
people living in impoverished countries
around the world.

“Over the past decade, the U.S.
government has made unprecedented,
bipartisan commitments to address the
deadly poverty that kills one person
every three seconds in our world,” said
the Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts
Schori, Presiding Bishop and Primate
of the Episcopal Church. “Reforming
U.S. agricultural policy to help farmers
in poor countries sell their crops is a
way to follow through on that moral
commitment while also improving the
financial livelihoods of farmers in our
own country.”

The Religious Working Group also
urges critical reforms to address
poverty and human need in the United
States through initiatives like the Food
Stamp Program, the nation’s first line
of defense against hunger.

“Our nation’s lawmakers have a
historic opportunity in 2007 to pass a
farm bill. Let us work together for a bill

that strengthens the livelihood of rural
communities, helps lift people out of
hunger and poverty, and safeguards
the integrity of God’s creation for
generations to come,” said Rev. Mark
S. Hanson, Presiding Bishop of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America.

The faith communities represented
in the group believe 2007 represents
a critical moment in U.S. agricultural
policy, and will be working with congre-
gations throughout the country to carry
the voice of reform to the halls of
Congress.

“Farming ought to be regarded as a
sacred calling to take care of the land
and to bring forth the food and fiber
that sustains the community. The time
is now to advocate for a dramatic
reform of U.S. agricultural policy so
that rural communities in the United
States and in the developing world can
survive and prosper,” said Rev. John
L. McCullough, executive director and
CEO of Church World Service.
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OKLAHOMA CITY — Students
from Mount Saint Mary High School
took an exciting “field trip” recently
with a visit to our nation’s capital.
Students in the Mount’s American
history classes and those preparing for
government classes as seniors visited
Washington, D.C., and the surround-
ing area March 15-19. Students
making the trip were senior Skye
Mellow and juniors, Amy Johnson, Elle

DeNegri, Joe Nixon, Justin Sine, Peter
Brunette, Mary Kate Tener, Wade
Pierce, Veronica Andrade, Adam
Wilkey, Melissa Lee, Daniel Foley,
Blake Gunter, Tommy McKenzie,
Abram Hernandez, Sarah Thornton,
Tony Baker and Andy Adamson.
Principal Talita DeNegri, Vice
Principal Whitney Faires and teachers
Leroy Cantrell and David Anderson
accompanied the students.

Mount Students
Take in Sights 
in Washington, D.C.
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