
Talk about the ultimate "trip to the altar." For those
who travel it, the road to the priesthood is just as fraught,
intentional, meaningful and memorable -- if not more so --
than any couple's walk down the aisle.

Yet, the contours of the priestly route are often unfamil-
iar, even to lifelong Catholics.

Some of the same folks who grew up filling the pews
and crowding the dance floors at Catholic weddings, for
example, have never attended an ordination.

For those who have a call to marriage, the script is rela-
tively clear, even in a confused society. "Will you go out
with me?" leads to "Will you marry me?" An engagement
ring leads to a wedding ring.

Planning a wedding is a culturally familiar process that
commonly includes appointments with the officiant, the

continued on page 6
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We’re called to sacrificial love,
OKC vocations director says

All members of the Church — and parents,
especially — have a responsibility to assist
young people as they discern the particular
vocational state to which the Lord calls them,
two archdiocesan spokesmen said this month
in advance of the World Day of Prayer for
Vocations.

"The entire community of the faithful can
and should encourage young people to think
about what God may be calling them to do,"
said Father William Novak, vicar general and
director of seminarians for the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City. "When one person follows the
will of God, it becomes a witness to others to
do the same."

Father Stephen Hamilton, who serves the
archdiocese as director of the Office of
Vocations, said all vocations -- whether to mar-
riage, the priesthood or religious life -- are a
call to sacrificial love.

"Marriage and priesthood and religious
vocations are very much intimately connect-
ed," Father Hamilton said. "They have a lot
more in common than we tend to think. We
must have a clear sense that all vocations are
a call to sacrifice."

Ironically, such sacrifice is not the seed of a
sterile, unfulfilled existence, but of the exact
opposite -- a fruitful, meaningful life, Father
Hamilton continued.

"In fact, we find a greater fulfillment, mean-
ing and happiness when we have to give some-
thing of ourselves, lay down our lives for oth-
ers," he said. "It's the great evangelical truth of
the Gospels, expressed so well in the prayer of
Saint Francis: 'It's in giving that we receive.'
We need to recapture that sense of sacrifice
and the sense that that is what life is about."

Because marriage is the "normative" voca-
tion — that is, the vocation of the majority of
Christians — those who are called to marriage
are primarily responsible to create a culture in
which vocations to the priesthood and religious
life are encouraged, respected and understood.

When couples enter marriage not simply to

observe a social convention but to fulfill their
Christian vocation — and when they proceed
to live their marriage as a vocation to self-giv-
ing love — they till the soil that nourishes
vocations to the priesthood and religious life.

"From the sacrificial living of marriage will
come a great example of vocation, example of
sacrifice, that will make a child more open to
receiving a religious vocation," Father
Hamilton said.

It is especially important, both Father
Novak and Father Hamilton said, that parents
vocally express their own openness to a child's
potential vocation to the priesthood.

"Invite men to consider the possibility that
God may be calling him to the priesthood,"
Father Novak said.

Parents should be as specific as possible,
Father Hamilton said.

"It can't be generic," he said. "It needs to be
vocalized that parents are supportive of the
priesthood and religious life and that they
would be delighted for their children to give
that thought."

At the same time, he added, it's important
not to presume to know another's vocation.

"The goal is to help your child discover his
or her vocation, and we ought not presume as
the helpers in that scenario that we know
what that is," he said. "Allow distance for God
to speak in this because it's His call; it's not
the  individual's and it's not mom-and-dad's."

When a young man does discern a call to
the priesthood or when a young woman dis-
cerns a call to religious life, it ought to be an
occasion for rejoicing for the family and the
entire Christian community.

"Christ is the center of the life of every
Christian and He teaches us to live not for
ourselves but for others," Father Novak said.
"The life of a priest is at the service of the
Church and in the name of Christ. Living this
way brings one joy -- and hope to others. Our
world desperately needs this message."

The remarks of both priests underscore the
theme of this year's World Day of Prayer for

continued on page 7

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic

Road to priesthood has
many unique milestones

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic
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Recently I attended the Catholic Legal Theory seminar
at the OU School of Law. The topic for that evening was
a particular application of the Catholic Church's teaching
on the death penalty. I was very impressed by the quality
of discussion among the students and their professor,
Michael Scaperlanda, in considering the intricacies of this
difficult issue from both a legal and ethical perspective.

Particularly heinous crimes, which have become all too
common in our violent society, inevitably stimulate con-
versation around the death penalty. What ought we as
Catholics to make of this discussion? What guidance does
the magisterium of the Church provide to help the faith-
ful properly form our consciences on the difficult subject
of the use of the death penalty? 

The fifth commandment of the Decalogue affirms the
sacredness of human life when it proclaims, "Thou shall
not kill" (Exodus 20:13). The Catechism of the Catholic
Church asserts, "God alone is the Lord of life from its
beginning until its end: no one can under any circum-
stance claim for himself the right directly to destroy an
innocent human being" (CCC 2258).

What about those who are not innocent?  From earliest
times Christian reflection has sought a fuller understand-
ing of what this divine precept prohibits and allows. This
need arises especially in light of the often tragic events
that occur in the lives of individuals and societies.

There are times when the values proposed by God's law
seem to involve a paradox. This is evident when it comes
to legitimate defense, including self-defense. The Church
acknowledges the right to defend oneself and indeed the
duty to defend those for whom one is responsible from the
actions of an unjust aggressor. The state, too, which is
responsible for protecting the good order of civil society
and safeguarding the common good, has the duty to
defend its people against unjust aggression and to punish
aggressors in a way that is proportionate to the offense.

This is the context in which to place the question of the
death penalty. The second edition of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, following the 1995 encyclical letter of
Blessed John Paul II, The Gospel of Life, acknowledges
the possibility of the legitimate authority having recourse
to the death penalty, assuming that the guilty party's cul-
pability has been fully determined. But it adds that this
should be the final option "if this is the only possible way
of effectively defending human lives against the unjust

aggressor" (CCC 2267).
In other words, the

Church's teaching puts
very strict limits on the
legitimate use of the
death penalty. It ought
never be used, for exam-
ple, to exact vengeance.
Nor should it be allowed simply as a deterrent. The pri-
mary factor in the application of the death penalty is the
necessary defense of society. "If, however, non-lethal
means are sufficient to defend and protect people's safety
from the aggressor, authority will limit itself to such
means, as these are more in keeping with the concrete
conditions of the common good and more in conformity
with the dignity of the human person" (CCC 2267).

The use of the death penalty, or capital punishment,
could be legitimate under very narrowly circumscribed
situations, specifically, if there is no other way to protect
society. Given the means that the state has today to
incarcerate offenders and protect society, the cases in
which the execution of the offender is truly necessary are,
in the words of Blessed John Paul II, "very rare, if not
practically non-existent." (Gospel of Life, 56)  

Unfortunately, in Oklahoma and other places, the use
of the death penalty has become quite commonplace. It
has not stemmed the rising tide of violence in these
places. Given this fact and the alarming number of inno-
cent people found to have been mistakenly sentenced to
death (one is too many!), as well as the disproportionately
high number of poor and minority prisoners who are on
death row, we may well question whether there is any
legitimate need or reasonable justification for the use of
the death penalty today.

Our Church's teaching offers a way through this confu-
sion. For Catholics, this teaching shines the light of truth
on a difficult question. It gives sure guidance in fulfilling
our responsibility to properly form our individual con-
sciences. For society, it has value as a contribution to the
public conversation about whether we as Oklahomans
want to retain a form of punishment that ratchets up the
level of violence, is susceptible to misapplication and cor-
rosive of the values of our culture. What kind of culture
are we shaping?

Shaping a culture of life:
What about the death penalty?

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.
April 21 — Mystagogy Mass, 4 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center Chapel
April 22 - April 23 — Visit Seminarians at St. John Vianney School of Theology, Denver
April 23 — Confirmation, St. Damien of Molokai Church, 7 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center Chapel
April 24 — Mount St. Mary Corporation Meeting, 9 a.m., Mount St. Mary High School, Oklahoma City
April 24 — Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. Mary Church, Ardmore
April 25 — Catholic Charities Board Meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities Offices, Oklahoma City
April 25 — Mass for Catholic Cemeteries of the West Conference, 3  p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center Chapel
April 25 — Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. Mark the Evangelist Church, Norman
April 26 — Confirmation, 7 p.m., Sacred Heart Church, Oklahoma City
April 27 — Confirmation, 5 p.m., Saint Joseph Church, Norman
April 28 —  Confirmation, 11:15 a.m., Saint Paul the Apostle Church, Del City
April 28 — Catholic Family Day at the Ballpark, 2 p.m., Chickasaw Bricktown Ballpark, Oklahoma City
May 1 — School Mass, 10:30 a.m., Mount St. Mary High School, Oklahoma City
May 2 — School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Saint Joseph School, Enid
May 3 — Confirmation, 7 p.m., Saint Francis of Assisi Church, Oklahoma City
May 4 — Confirmation, 5 p.m., Saint Monica Church, Edmond
May 5 — Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., Saint Matthew Church, Elk City

Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Exclusively on
the website

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of
Church and Archdiocesan
news and events, only on
www.soonercatholic.com:

Father Emil J. Kapaun, a
Catholic Korean War chap-
lain who selflessly pulled
wounded men from enemy
fire and helped his fellow
prisoners of war keep a
sense of hope, was honored
posthumously with the
Medal of Honor, the highest
military honor, in an April
11 White House ceremo-
ny. Father Kapaun’s cause
for canonization originates
in the Diocese of Wichita.

An April 17 tweetup
hosted by @IUseNFP
answered tweeters’ 140-
character questions about
Natural Family Planning on
Twitter.

The archbishop, legisla-
tors and Catholics from
across the Archdiocese gath-
ered at the state Capitol
building April 18 for
“Catholics Living Justice
Day,” an exploration of the
intersection between faith
and politics.

Registration for Our
Lady of Guadalupe
Summer Camp is avail-
able at
http://archokc.org/youth-
and-young-adult-office/sum-
mer-camp

Every day, Pope Francis
offers a new catechesis —
either by word or deed — to
the faithful.

Plus, don't miss daily
updates on Facebook and

Twitter!

Seminary Burses
A $1,000 donation was made to the

Father Stanley Rother Seminary
Burse by the parishioners of 

St. Benedict Church, Broken Arrow.

A $50 donation was made to the
Father Joseph Beltran Seminary

Burse by the Oklahoma Women’s
Conference.

A $2,500 donation was made to the
Father Gerald Ucker Seminary

Burse by the estate of George P. Ross.

A $100 donation was made to the
Father Bernard Havlik Seminary
Burse by the Bert Maxwell family,

Sacred Heart parish.

To make a donation to a
Seminarian Burse mail a check to the
Vocations Office Attn: Seminarian
Burse, P.O. Box 32180, OKC, OK
73123. Make the check out to the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and in
the memo write which Burse it is for
and whether we can publish your
name.
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Archbishop announces official pastoral appointments
Effective July 1, 2013 (unless otherwise noted)

In Retirement

Rev. Thomas J. Boyer
Effective July 1, 2013

Rev. James A. Greiner
Effective January 15, 2014

Rev. Michael R. Vaught
Effective January 1, 2013

Rev. Arokiasamy "Swamy"
Andarias
Sacred Heart Church, Mangum;
Saints Peter and Paul Church,
Hobart; Our Lady of Guadalupe
Church, Hollis

Pastors

Rev. Joseph H. Arledge
Saint Peter Church, Woodward;
Saint Joseph Church, Buffalo;
Sacred Heart Church,
Mooreland; Holy Name Church,
Shattuck

Rev. Rex A. Arnold
Saint John Nepomuk Church,
Yukon

Rev. Charles R Murphy
Saint Mary Church, Guthrie;
Saint Margaret Mary Church,
Crescent

Rev. William L. Novak, VG
Saint Francis of Assisi Church,
Oklahoma City

Rev. Thomas S. Pudota
Saint Mary Church, Clinton;
Saint Ann Church, Cordell

Rev. Benjamin Bandanadam
Saint Ann Church, Elgin;
Mother of Sorrows Church,
Apache; Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Church, Sterling

Rev. Scott A. Boeckman
Saint Joseph Church, Norman

Rev. Joseph A. Jacobi
On Sabbatical (July 1, 2013 to
January 14, 2014)
Holy Spirit Church, Mustang
(Effective January 15, 2014)

Rev. Mariyanandam "Mario"
Pulugujju
Saint Rose of Lima Church,
Perry; Sacred Heart Church,
Billings

Rev. Roberto A. Quant
Saint Eugene Church,
Oklahoma City

Rev. Shane I. Tharp
Saint Peter Church, Lindsey
(new mission of Holy Name of
Jesus Church, Chickasha)

Rev. Prakash Madineni
Saint Teresa of Avila Church,
Harrah; Saint Vincent DePaul
Church, McLoud

Rev. Edward T. Menasco
Saint Joseph Church,
Hennessey; Saint Joseph
Church, Bison

Rev. Robert T. Wood
Saint Mark the Evangelist
Church, Norman

Priest from Confraternidad Operarios del
Reino de Cristo (CORC)
Sacred Heart Church, Oklahoma City

Associate Pastors

Rev. John Aram
Saint Benedict Church,
Shawnee

Rev. Brendan J. Helbing, OSB
Saint Benedict Church,
Shawnee; Immaculate
Conception Church, Seminole;
Saint Jospeh Chapel, Wewoka 
(In residence at Immaculate
Conception Church, Seminole)

Rev. Basil Keenan, OSB
Saint Peter Church, Guymon;
Saint Frances Cabrini Church,
Beaver; Church of the Good
Shepherd, Boise City; Sacred
Heart Church, Hooker

Rev. Daniel J. Letourneau
Saint Joseph Church, Norman

Rev. Raul Sanchez
Saint James the Greater
Church, Oklahoma City

Two Priests from Confraternidad Operarios
del Reino de Cristo (CORC)Sacred Heart
Church, Oklahoma City

Administrator Other

Rev. James F. Chamberlain
Our Lady of Victory Church,
Purcell; Saint Catherine of
Sienna Church, Pauls Valley

Rev. John R. Metzinger
Chaplain, Bishop McGuinness
Catholic High School
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A reformed (and re-formed) College of Cardinals
The recent papal interregnum and conclave under-

scored the importance of re-forming, and reforming, the
College of Cardinals.

As configured on Feb. 28, 2013 (when Benedict XVI's
abdication took effect), the College was a somewhat
strange electorate, albeit one that produced a striking
result. Almost 20 percent of its members were retired.
Only eight cardinal-electors were under 65 (and half of
the youngsters were Americans-Cardinals Burke,
DiNardo, Dolan and Harvey). Neither the dean nor vice-
dean of the College was eligible to vote, the dean being
85 and the vice-dean being 90; yet the 85-year-old dean
presided over the daily General Congregations of cardi-
nals that assessed the state of the world church before
the conclave was enclosed.

There were other curiosities. India had more cardinal-
electors than France (5-4) or Great Britain (5-nil, as
they'd say in the Barclays Premier League). Cardinal
Lubomyr Husar, emeritus major-archbishop of the
largest of the Eastern Catholic Churches, the Ukrainian
Greek Catholic Church, missed the conclave by two
days, having turned 80 on Feb. 26; the retired president
of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity,
Walter Kasper, got in under the wire, for he turned 85
days after Benedict's abdication took effect.

And while no one imagines that the College of
Cardinals should "represent" the world church the way
the U.S. House of Representatives "represents" the popu-
lation of the United States, it did seem odd that Latin
America, where more than half the world's Catholics
live, sent 19 cardinal-electors into the Sistine Chapel,
while Italy, where Catholic practice is not exactly robust
these days among 4 percent of the global Catholic popu-
lation, had 28 electors.

What to do about these anomalies? Some practical
suggestions, several drawn from my new book,
Evangelical Catholicism: Deep Reform in the 21st-
Century Church (Basic Books):

1) Eliminate "automatic" red hats for archdioceses
where the practice of the faith is moribund. If 7 percent
of the local Catholic population is attending Mass on
Sunday, as is sadly the case in some ancient European
sees, why should the bishop or archbishop of that see be
guaranteed membership in the College of Cardinals? Let
the bishops in these dead zones show that they can re-
evangelize Catholic wastelands; then return the red hat

to those locales.
2) Amend the relevant apostolic con-

stitution so that most of the "pontifical
councils" in the Roman Curia become
in-house research institutes led, not by
cardinals, but by qualified priests, reli-
gious or laity.

3) Change the custom by which the
heads of various Vatican administrative
offices -- the Government of Vatican
City State, the Administration of the
Patrimony of the Apostolic See, the Prefecture for the
Economic Affairs of the Holy See -- are automatically
cardinals: a reform that would also speak to Pope
Francis's strictures against clerical careerism.

4) Use the "slots" in the papal electorate made possi-
ble by these reforms to reorganize the College geograph-
ically and demographically.

I would also consider expanding the College to a maxi-
mum of 144 cardinal-electors (a nice biblical number: 12
tribes x 12 apostles), while changing the conclave rules
so that all cardinals lose their vote on retirement from
daily diocesan or curial service, not when they turn 80.
There is wisdom in age, but an electorate in which
almost one in five voters is a pensioner is not a well-
designed electorate.

Neither the dean nor the vice-dean of the College
should be a cardinal-without-a-vote; it makes little sense
for the man who presides over the cardinals' meetings
during a papal interregnum (in which all cardinals par-
ticipate, irrespective of age), or the man who would fill
that leadership role in an emergency, to be someone who
will not have the responsibility of casting a ballot. And
since the Church cannot count on humility to impel the
dean and vice-dean to retire when each loses his vote,
the interregnum rules should be changed.

Finally, the cardinal-electors should meet regularly --
perhaps once every 18 months, for a global review of the
New Evangelization -- so that they can get to know each
other better, and thus be a more well-informed elec-
torate.

George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the
Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.
Weigel's column is distributed by the Denver Catholic
Register, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of
Denver. Phone: (303) 715-3215.

By George
Weigel

Allow the Bible to inform this important Year of Faith
On the morning of April 12 of this year, the

Holy Father received the members of the
Pontifical Biblical Commission presided over
by Archbishop Gerhard Ludwig Muller, pre-
fect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith.

They had just finished their annual plena-
ry assembly, which had the theme of
"Inspiration and Truth in the Bible."

In his address there are beautiful points
for reflection. Here are three of them of par-
ticular interest for this Year of Faith and a
few words of personal reflection after each
one.

Sacred Scripture is the written testimony of the divine
Word, the canonical memory that attests to the event of rev-
elation. However, the Word of God precedes the Bible and
surpasses it. That is why the center of our faith isn't just a
book, but a salvation history and above all a person, Jesus
Christ, the Word of God made flesh.

During this Year of Faith one of our special devotions
can be some extra time in a quiet place with an open Bible
to encounter something a lot more than words on a page
or great stories. Our time with the sacred Scripture is our
opportunity to experience a special personal encounter
with Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Word of God.

It is precisely because the Word of God embraces and
extends beyond Scripture that, in order to properly under-
stand it, the Holy Spirit's constant presence, who guides us
"to all truth," is necessary. It is necessary to place ourselves
within the great tradition that has, with the Holy Spirit's
assistance and the magisterium's guidance, recognized the
canonical writings as the Word that God addresses to his

people, who have never ceased meditating upon it and dis-
covering inexhaustible riches from it.

Our life of grace, the indwelling of the
Trinity, guides us personally and through
the Church to a better understanding of the
Word and enriches our time spent meditat-
ing on the holy Scriptures. The texts we find
in the Bible are inspired by God and have
been entrusted to the community of believ-
ers, to the Church of Christ, to nourish our
faith and guide us as we grow in our lives of
charity and love.

Pope Francis, the Bishop of Rome, said
goodbye to the members of the Pontifical
Biblical Commission with a beautiful
prayer.

Here is a portion of that prayer:
May the Lord Jesus Christ, Word of God Incarnate and

Divine Teacher, who opened the mind and heart of his dis-
ciples to the intelligence of the Scriptures (cf. Luke 24:45),
always guide and sustain your activity. May the Virgin
Mary, model of docility and obedience to the Word of God,
teach you to receive fully the inexhaustible richness of
sacred Scripture not only through intellectual research, but
in prayer and in all your life of believers, above all in this
Year of Faith, so that your work contributes to make the
light of sacred Scripture shine in the heart of the faithful.

Amen.
Mr. Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE, Director of the Office of

Hispanic Ministry of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, is
a graduate of the Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto
Rico and was professor of theology at the University of
Dallas. Moreno is available for training activities in the
parishes of the Archdiocese. For more information contact
Edith Miranda emiranda@archokc.org.

By Pedro A. Moreno, OP
Director of the Office of Hispanic Ministry

Commentary
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Latino leaders: Growing presence demands more responsibility

VATICAN CITY —  The Catholic
Church is reaching out and assigning
greater responsibility to the growing
Latino Catholic population, said a
group of U.S. Catholic Latino leaders.

The March 13 election by the
College of Cardinals of a pope from
Latin America made that task even
more evident, three top leaders of the
Los Angeles-based Catholic
Association of Latino Leaders
(CALL) told Catholic News Service.

Pope Francis' election "is a sign of
the importance of Latinos and the
people of 'the continent of hope' as
the popes have called the American
continent," said Archbishop Jose H.
Gomez of Los Angeles.

Having a pope from Buenos Aires,
Argentina, also "really shows the
maturity of the Catholic faith in the
American continent," he said.

A Latino pope "will bring our com-
munity together; a lot of our
Hispanic communities truly are
going to identify more with the
church and feel more connected,"
said Diana Vela, president and CEO
of CALL.

The key will be for the Latino com-
munities to capitalize on "this gift of
a Latino pope," their growing popula-
tion, and their own leadership skills,
spirituality and culture in ways that
can benefit all of society as well as
the universal church, said Tommy
Espinoza, chairman of the board of
CALL.

Espinoza, Vela and Archbishop
Gomez, who is the organization's co-
founder and episcopal moderator,
were part of an April 7 to April 12
pilgrimage to Rome that included
about two dozen representatives
from six of the group's 10 U.S. chap-
ters. The group has gone on pilgrim-
age to Rome every three years start-
ing with its founding in 2007.

This year's pilgrimage was made
even more special, Vela said, because
it came in the wake of the election of
the first pope from Latin America
and because the group was staying
at the Domus Sanctae Marthae, the

same Vatican guesthouse where the
pope has been living. The group met
the pope a number of times in the
common dining area, and Archbishop
Gomez celebrated Mass with the
pope in the residence's chapel.

The three CALL leaders all agreed
that the large and growing presence
of Catholic Latinos, especially in the
United States, means they are also
called to greater responsibility in
knowing, living and sharing the faith
and being an active part of the
church.

"Sometimes there is a tendency to
just do the ordinary things, like go to
Mass and so on," Archbishop Gomez
said.

"But I think it is important for all
Latinos to feel they are an essential
and important part of the church in
the United States," he said, which is
why he, Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput of Philadelphia, Bishop
Thomas J. Olmstead of Phoenix, and
a number of Latino leaders in San
Antonio and elsewhere decided to
form CALL.

Businesses and politicians have
recognized that the Latino communi-
ty is critical for their own continued

viability and success, Espinoza said.
"Everybody wants a piece of the

Hispanic population because they see
how much it's growing. They want its
purchasing power, its vote, its busi-
ness," Vela said.

But, she said, "it's been beautiful
to see" how the church has already
seen this shift and has been "reach-
ing out to us."

The group's aim is to network
Latino business leaders and profes-
sionals, help them grow in their faith
and use their resources and influence
to bring Gospel values to the larger
community, Espinoza said.

The group met with representa-
tives and heads of several Vatican
offices to learn more about what the
different Vatican offices do, Vela said.
The talks also let the Vatican see
how the face of the church in the
United States is rapidly changing
and how the Latino community can
be of service to the universal church.

The first to ask the group to con-
tribute was Cardinal Peter Turkson,
president of the Pontifical Council for
Justice and Peace. He encouraged
the group a few years ago to show
how Pope Benedict XVI's 2009

encyclical, "Caritas in Veritate,"
could be lived out by today's profes-
sionals.

The result was CALL's 28-page
reflection, "Caritas in Veritate —
Charity in Truth: Our Response in
Faith," which is meant to help all
women and men of faith think about
what they can do differently in their
professional, economic and public
duties to live and promote Gospel
values.

Vela said this year the Vatican is
challenging them yet again.

She said Archbishop Vincenzo
Paglia, president of the Pontifical
Council for the Family, "wants us to
help get 1 million people" to attend
the 2015 World Meeting of Families
in Philadelphia.

The council also wants their input
on evangelizing and catechizing first-,
second- and third-generation
Latinos, since each learns about the
faith in different ways, not just
because of varying language profi-
ciency levels, but also because some
are more social media savvy, she
said.

The Pontifical Council for
Promoting New Evangelization, led
by Archbishop Rino Fisichella, wants
"a cultural revolution," Vela said,
meaning it wants to help build in
Catholics "a sense of community"
and help them ground their primary
identity in their faith, "not our work
or family, but what we believe in."

The council also wants the group
involved in the new evangelization of
the Americas as the council studies
"how Latinos gather, how they cele-
brate the liturgy," she said.

Archbishop Gomez said he hoped
Catholic Latinos will grow in their
faith and take on the responsibility
"of carrying on the truths of the
Gospel and living and sharing the
Gospel with the people around us."

"The present and future of the
church is in the American continent,"
he said, and "we also need to feel
that responsibility of being apostles
of Jesus Christ in the 21st century."

Contributing to this story was
Francis X. Rocca in Rome.

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

Archbishops Thomas G. Wenski of Miami, Charles J. Chaput of Philadelphia, Carlo
Maria Vigano, papal nuncio to the U.S., and John C. Favalora, Miami's retired arch-
bishop, pray during the annual conference of the Catholic Association of Latino
Leaders in 2012. (CNS photo/Ana Rodriguez-Soto, Florida Catholic)

Christian credibility undermined by hypocrisy, Pope Francis says
ROME — The credibility of

Christianity is undermined by pastors
and faithful who preach one thing
and do another, Pope Francis said.

"One cannot proclaim the Gospel of
Jesus without the tangible witness of
one's life," the pope said April 14 dur-
ing a homily at Rome's Basilica of St.
Paul Outside the Walls.

He was welcomed to the basilica by
U.S. Cardinal James M. Harvey, the
archpriest, who spoke of the impor-
tance of Rome's two patron saints —
Peter and Paul — and how their mar-
tyrdom in Rome should be a lesson to
all believers that the "renewal of the
church" requires that all Christians
live their faith in their daily lives.

In his homily, Pope Francis said
people outside the church "must be
able to see in our actions what they
hear from our lips."

"Inconsistency on the part of the
pastors and the faithful between what
they say and what they do, between
word and manner of life, is undermin-
ing the church's credibility," the pope
said.

Pope Francis said St. Paul teaches
Christians that following Christ
requires a combination of three
things: proclaiming the Gospel; bear-
ing witness to the faith in one's life,
even to the point of martyrdom; and
worshipping God with all one's heart.

The proclamation of the faith made
by the apostles, he said, was not
merely or primarily in words. Their
lives were changed by their encounter
with Christ, and it was through their
actions and their words that
Christianity spread.

In the day's Gospel reading, Jesus
tells Peter to feed his sheep.

"These words are addressed first
and foremost to those of us who are

pastors: We cannot feed God's flock
unless we let ourselves be carried by
God's will even where we would
rather not go, unless we are prepared
to bear witness to Christ with the gift
of ourselves, unreservedly, not in a
calculating way, sometimes even at
the cost of our lives," Pope Francis
said.

While most Christians are called to
the "middle class of holiness" of fideli-
ty and witness in the normal business
of everyday life, Pope Francis noted
how in some parts of the world even
average Christians suffer, are perse-
cuted and even die for their faith in
Christ.

Looking at what it means to wor-
ship God with all one's heart, the
pope said it, too, has a very practical,
concrete expression. Worshipping God
is not simply a matter of prayer —
although that is a big part of it — but
rather it means demonstrating in

one's life that God alone is God.
"This has a consequence in our

lives: We have to empty ourselves of
the many small or great idols that we
have and in which we take refuge, on
which we often seek to base our secu-
rity," he said.

"They are idols that we sometimes
keep well hidden," like ambition,
careerism or a drive to dominate oth-
ers, he said. "This evening I would
like a question to resound in the heart
of each one of you, and I would like
you to answer it honestly: Have I con-
sidered which idol lies hidden in my
life that prevents me from worship-
ping the Lord?"

Talking about the apostles' courage
in the face of persecution, Pope
Francis told the crowd, "We cannot
forget that the apostles were simple
people; they weren't Scribes or doctors
of the law and they did not belong to
the priestly class."

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

National / International
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continued from page
1 church, the counselor, the caterer, the couturier
and the florist, among others.

For those who have a call to priesthood, the
script is less clear, especially in a confused society
that mistakes celibacy for a joyless life and mar-
riage for a means of self-gratification.

What's a young man who wants to explore the
possibility of a priestly vocation to do?

He might start by talking to Father Stephen
Hamilton.

"Demystifying the process can help a young
man wrestle with the call more effectively, to
think 'Maybe I could do this,'" Father Hamilton
says.

Father Hamilton serves as the director of the
Office of Vocations for the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City and is especially equipped to
assist those who think they might have a vocation
to the priesthood.

"With no reservations, I can encourage any
young person to be open to what God's plans are,"
Father Hamilton said.

"God will think of more for you than you can
imagine for yourself. Is that mysterious and
frightening? Yes," he continued. "But that's the
experience of all faithful people -- to step forward
in faith, not knowing, but trusting in God and in
His will for our lives. You will never regret seek-
ing God's will."

When a would-be seminarian first contacts him,
Father Hamilton schedules an initial meeting to
gauge the potential applicant's interest level.
After that initial meeting, he advises the potential
applicant accordingly.

"I always suggest that people who discern a
vocation -- whatever other prayers they say --
pray this very short and simple prayer: 'Lord,
help me want to be who you want me to be,'"
Father Hamilton said.

"So often, we have our own thoughts, ideas and
plans, and we can't see what God wants," he
added. "Tuning ourselves to God's will, to His
plan, to God's own love for us is the common proj-
ect of us all."

If the potential applicant decides to initiate a
formal application, he comes back to Father
Hamilton's office for an in-depth formal interview,
meets with the archbishop and completes an
extensive written application. The applicant also
submits a written autobiography of his interior
life (his faith life, his spirituality, his prayer life,
etc.).

Other members of the Board of Vocations then
interview the applicant, who also must undergo
physical and psychological evaluations. The board
finally meets to review the applicant's application
and to make a recommendation to the archbishop
as to whether to accept the applicant as a semi-
narian.

After the archbishop accepts an applicant, he
officially becomes a seminarian, at which point
his formation is overseen by Father William
Novak, vicar general and director of seminarians
for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

Then begins yet another application process -
the process to apply to one of the several seminar-
ies to which the archdiocese sends seminarians.

Currently, the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
has 24 seminarians: six at Conception Seminary
College in Conception, Missouri; two at the North
American College in Rome; eight at Saint
Meinrad Seminary in Saint Meinrad, Indiana; five
at Saint John Vianney Seminary in Denver, Colo.;
one at the Seminario Hispani de
Santa Maria de Guadalupe in
Mexico; and two on pastoral year.

According to Father Novak,
once accepted to the seminary, a
seminarian must successfully
complete the academic require-
ments of his respective seminary,
as prescribed by The Program of
Priestly Formation of the United
States Conference of Catholic

Bishops. Every Roman Catholic priest must have
a minor in philosophy and a master's degree in
theology.

Importantly, seminarians have the freedom to
leave the seminary at any time.

"Some people think that a person who enters a
seminary already knows that he wants to be a
priest," Father Novak said. "This is not always
true. A man who enters a seminary must be open
to formation. Not everyone who goes to seminary
will be ordained and there are many people who
are being called but for some reason or another
are not willing to discern in a
place that is designed to nurture
one's true calling in life."

Father Hamilton said he him-
self originally labored under that
misconception. As a senior in high
school, he completed the entire
application process to become a
seminarian, was accepted and
then withdrew his application.

"At that point when I applied
and then withdrew, I thought, 'I
have to know I'm going to be a priest first before I
go to seminary,'" Father Hamilton relates. "A very
critical shift for me was recognizing that semi-
nary is where you go to get the answer to the
question. It's not that you do all the discerning
work first; you go to seminary because it's the
right setting, the right place, the appropriate time
to discern what God is asking of you."

Those seminarians who discern that they are,
in fact, called to the priesthood are typically
ordained transitional deacons a year before ordi-
nation to the priesthood, Father Novak said. A

seminarian is ordained a priest when he has com-
pleted all the required courses and is called by his
bishop to Holy Orders.

By the time a seminarian begins to plan his
ordination -- the analogous step to planning a
wedding -- he's devoted anywhere from six to nine
years to his priestly formation, a span of time
that makes even the most protracted of courtships
and engagements look relatively brief.

Like a wedding, ordinations are characterized
by meaningful gestures and significant material
details -- the most important of which is the lay-
ing on of hands.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains
it this way: "The essential rite of the sacrament of
Holy Orders for all three degrees consists in the
bishop's imposition of hands on the head of the
ordinand and in the bishop's specific consecratory
prayer asking God for the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit and his gifts proper to the ministry to
which the candidate is being ordained" (1573).

Also like a wedding, ordinations call for celebra-
tion.

"Given the importance that the ordination of a
bishop, a priest or a deacon has for the life of the
particular Church, its celebration calls for as
many of the faithful as possible to take part," the
Catechism states (1572).

Perhaps most importantly of all, both weddings
and ordinations have this in common: They're not
actually the finish line, but important milestones
themselves — milestones on the road we're all
traveling … to sanctification.

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the director of communi-
cations for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

Fr. Stephen
Hamilton

Fr. William
Novak

Walking the path to priesthood requires practical, spiritual steps
World Day of Prayer for Vocations
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Meet Our
Seminarians

This is the first in a 24-part
series to introduce the seminarians
of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma
City to the people they will one
day serve as priests.

Meet Cristobal De Loera
1. What is your home parish?

Saint Charles Borromeo 
2. What seminary do you attend? Saint Meinrad

Seminary and School of Theology 
3. If it is God's will, what year will you be

ordained a priest? In the year of our Lord, 2014
4. How old were you when you first thought that

God might be calling you to the priesthood? I was
four years old when I told my mother that I want-
ed to become a priest. My friends told me that the
"boogeyman" was going to come at night and get
me. So I went running to my mother and I asked
her: If I became a priest the "boogeyman" would
not get me and I would go to heaven with God,
right?  She told me, "That's right."  So I said, "OK,
I want to be a priest forever."  Now that I look
back, it was somewhat humorous, but that's how
God planted the seed in me. As the years passed
and as I matured, I began to know myself better
and learned I had lots of energy and an eagerness
to serve. I didn't know what to do with this, but I
knew God had great plans for my life. Another
thing that attracted me to the priesthood was the
example of many holy and committed priests who
spent their lives in serving others and were joyful
doing so.

5. What is your favorite subject in the seminary?
My favorite subject is preaching class (homiletics)!

6. Describe your typical day. My day begins with
breakfast at 7:00 a.m. and Morning Prayer at 8:00
a.m. Following Morning Prayer, I have two classes.
At noon, after my morning classes, we celebrate
the Eucharist, which is the pillar that holds
together my entire day. After the celebration of the
Eucharist, I usually go to the student kitchen to
cook a healthy lunch and, after lunch, I have one
elective class which ends at 2:05 p.m. After my
afternoon class, I go to my work-study job in the
library until evening prayer at 4:00 p.m. After all
my responsibilities for the day have been met, I
schedule an hour and a half to go work out in the
gym. This keeps my day balanced and refreshes
me for the next day's responsibilities. Finally,
before I retire for the day, I read the lives of the
saints.

7. Who is your favorite saint? Saint Dominic
Savio is my favorite saint because he was a nor-
mal high-spirited boy who at a young age prayed
for long hours in front of the Blessed Sacrament.
He is a great example for us. He once said, "But I
want everything to be for the glory of God." His
simplicity, cheerfulness, fidelity in little things,
helping others and obeying his superiors encour-
ages me to continue persevering in my formation
to the priesthood.

10. Name one thing that every Catholic needs to
know. One thing that every Catholic should know
is that God, in His abundant love and mercy, will
always provide Shepherds for His Church: Blessed
John Paul II embodied hope; Benedict XVI embod-
ied faith; Francis is living out charity.

11. Describe your relationship with Christ. My
relationship with Christ can be described in sim-
ple words: personal, dynamic, loving and, most
importantly, joy-filled and grateful.

12. Why choose a life of sacrificial love in any
vocation rather than a life of self-gratification?
First of all, because it is better to give than to
receive and because God has loved us first; and,
most importantly, because a life of sacrificial love
can only be lived out when God is the author and
actor in our lives.

continued from page 1
Vocations: "Vocations as a sign of hope founded in
faith."

Earlier this month, the Vatican established
today, Sunday, April 21 — the fourth Sunday of
Easter, commonly known as Good Shepherd
Sunday — as a day to pray that those whose
futures are undecided would open themselves to
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and consider the
priesthood or religious life.

"The Church's basic mission is to preach the
Gospel and help build a civilization of love in our
world today," said Archbishop Robert J. Carlson of
St. Louis, chairman of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops' Committee on Clergy,
Consecrated Life and Vocations.

"We need good holy priests and dedicated men
and women committed to the consecrated life to
help build the Kingdom of God here and now,"
Archbishop Carlson said. "Therefore, we want a
stronger culture of vocations in our own nation to
help each Catholic realize that we all have a
responsibility to invite young people to consider
whether God is calling them to the priesthood or
consecrated life."

The U.S. bishops' website at the URL

www.usccb.org/vocations hosts resources to help
laity and clergy build a culture of vocations in
homes and parishes. Elements include videos of
priests and religious men and women giving wit-
ness to their vocations, videos of testimonies from
parents whose children have answered a vocation
to the priesthood and consecrated life, prayers and
discernment resources for men and women, down-
loadable lesson plans for educators and retreat
resources for parishes.

"We have seen a slight increase in religious voca-
tions in the U.S. over the past few years," said
Father John Guthrie, associate director of the
Secretariat for Clergy, Consecrated Life and
Vocations. "It is our hope to continue this develop-
ment by helping every member of the Church to
encourage and promote vocations to the priesthood
and consecrated life. The resources on the website
are valuable tools in this effort."

In addition, the archdiocesan website at the URL
www.archokc.org/vocations/home hosts similar
resources that are specifically designed for mem-
bers of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the director of communi-
cations for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

Vocational sacrifice seed of a fruitful life

Attendees reflect on meaning of "Come and See" weekend
Father Stephen Hamilton of Saint Monica's in

Edmond and Father Joseph Irwin of Saint Francis
Xavier's in Enid led 11 young men on a trip to
Conception Seminary in Conception, Mo., the week-
end of April 13 to April 15, 2013. Below, two atten-
dees reflect on their experiences.

“After spending the weekend at Conception
Seminary I have been thoroughly convinced that
this is the place God is calling me to be. The isolat-
ed location alone draws out a calm serenity that
opens a door for the voice of God to be heard. My
conviction did not come from an individual inform-
ing me that I should attend Conception Seminary,
but more from the divine aura of God's presence of
love and joy radiated and expressed by the semi-
narians, priests and monks. The fact that every
man there is inclined to fulfill the will of God
moved my heart to aspire to do the same. The
recognition by the seminarians of the impossibility
of discerning God's call alone has led them to a fra-
ternal brotherhood of loyalty and a communal bond
of love that cannot be matched elsewhere. That is
something I would love to be part of.”

Ryan Rudkins
Saints Peter & Paul Church

Hobart, Okla.

“Recently, I had the opportunity to visit
Conception Seminary with 10 other young men
from the archdiocese in order to experience life
there and to see what the seminary is like. The

seminary is a special place where the students pray
and study. However, I was also surprised by the
weekend experience because that is not all they do.
The monastery and seminary grounds are spacious
and there exists plenty of stuff to do. On Sunday
morning, we gathered in the monastery basilica for
Mass. The church was truly beautiful with unique
architecture I had never seen before. The gospel of
the Mass was Jesus asking Peter if he loved him.
The priest gave a great homily that was very mean-
ingful for those who are trying to find their voca-
tion. Throughout the weekend we talked and joked.
One thing I realized was that people in the semi-
nary are very friendly and close to each other. They
know each other pretty well and live together like a
family. They were really nice to us and helped us
see where they live and study. The library was the
building that I enjoyed the most. Over the week-
end we had free time for playing games and sports
together. At night we had a Holy Hour talking to
God in silence. The Holy Hour gave me the time to
share everything of the weekend with God and it
made me realize that I am lacking hours like that
in my daily life. Father Hamilton and Father Irwin
gave us a meaningful and useful trip to the semi-
nary. By the hand of God, we learned a lot of
things over the weekend about priests and the life
of priests. I now understand more about what the
call of God is.”

Phong Nguyen
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Oklahoma City, Okla.
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Women of Achievement luncheon highlights notable female contributors
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK (April 13,

2013) — The Central Region Council of
Catholic Women hosted their annual
Women of Achievement Luncheon
Saturday, April 13, at St. Francis of
Assisi Catholic Church in Oklahoma
City. Father Charles Murphy and
Father Bill Pruett celebrated Mass
prior to the lunch of chicken, spinach
crepes with a mushroom sauce, carrots,
salad, rolls and dessert. CRCCW presi-
dent Pearl Sullens welcomed the atten-
dees and introduced the CRCCW board
members. Father Pruett, spiritual advi-
sor for CRCCW, introduced the clergy in
attendance then presented each Woman
of Achievement recipient with a medal
of "Our Lady of Good Counsel" that had
been previously blessed by Archbishop
Paul Coakley. The CRCCW honored a
total of 17 women with the award.
Photos and brief bios of the winners are
available online at www.sooner-
catholic.com.

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Catholic Charities celebrates 100 years at annual meeting

In its centennial year, Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City served nearly 16,000 clients -- a fact the organiza-
tion's supporters celebrated at an annual Mass and awards presen-
tation April 11 at the architectural award-winning St. Patrick
Church in Oklahoma City.

Approximately 125 people gathered to fete the staff and volun-
teers of Catholic Charities, first at Mass and then at a reception at
the adjacent Villa Isenbart, an affordable housing development for
senior citizens that is sponsored by Catholic Charities.

Archbishop Paul Coakley, who serves as the chairman of the
board of Catholic Charities, presided at the Mass, during which he
praised the efforts of the staff of Catholic Charities.

"The work of Catholic Charities is a work of justice, of mercy, of
advocacy, of effort on behalf of those who often have no voice of
their own," the archbishop said.

In his homily, he urged the members of the Catholic Charities
community to be courageous as they go about the good works of the
organization.

"It is better for us to obey God when the laws of society are at
odds with divine law," the archbishop said. "Today, we find we are
often at odds with civil pressures. We might be tempted to 'go along
to get along,' but we are called to more as followers of Jesus
Christ."

After the Mass, Catholic Charities executive director Patrick
Raglow presented awards to winners in seven different categories.

"In a society that spends far too little time saying 'thank you,' it's
a great day to say it," Raglow said.

Father Rex Arnold, who received the "Clergy of the Year" award,
said he greatly appreciated the recognition.

"It reminds me that I'm part of something important that's big-
ger than me," Father Arnold said.

Catholic Charities case manager assistant Norma Ramirez was
overcome with emotion when Raglow announced her as the winner
of the "Servant Leader" award.

"It was a total shocker," a tearful Ramirez said. "I did not expect

this. It's really an honor. Catholic Charities is all teamwork."
Her coworkers say the award was much-deserved.
"She works so hard behind the scenes," said Monica Palmer,

Catholic Charities associate director for clinical services. "All of the
employees are so happy she received the award."

Raglow also recognized Mount Saint Mary and Bishop
McGuinness high schools as outstanding partner organizations for
their participation in the Hoops for Hope basketball tournament,
which raised more than $5,000 in cash contributions and $3,500
worth of donated items.

Mount Saint Mary director of advancement Chris Stiles and
Bishop McGuinness coach Tondrell Durham accepted the plaques
on behalf of their respective organizations.

"It's just an honor to represent so many who gave for a good
cause," Stiles said. "(Hoops for Hope) taught our students to work
together and that they're part of the larger Catholic Church."

Durham echoed Stiles.
"We model ourselves as 'people for others,'" Durham said. "The

kids, faculty and staff do a lot of community service and it is a
great honor for Bishop McGuinness High School to be recognized
today."

Bill Condon, general manager and vice president of Lamar
Outdoor Advertising, accepted the "Corporation Award" in recogni-
tion of Lamar's donations to Catholic Charities.

"Lamar is proud to partner with Catholic Charities and promote
their good works," Condon said. "It's nice to be a small part of such
a great organization."

Catholic Charities former executive director Tim O'Connor and
his wife, Peggy, received the Archbishop Emeritus Eusebius J.
Beltran Award.

O'Connor was humbled by the recognition, he said.
"The work of Catholic Charities is the work of all of us and it is

not complete until we all participate in it," O'Connor said.
Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the director of communications for the

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

Archbishop Coakley and Patrick Raglow with the winners.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic

CC by the 
numbers  in

2012

15,908 
total clients

served

2,600+ 
Clients served

in Enid,
Clinton,

Lawton and
Guymon offices

3,996
Households

that received 
emergency
assistance

1,098 
Food packs 

1,042 
People who

received 
counseling

397
Families that
received case
management

services in
response to

four disasters

132 
Clients helped
through adop-
tion and preg-
nancy services

102
Homeless

women moved
into housing

To see WHO WON WHAT and to read more about the
award winners, visit www.soonercatholic.com.

Prominent Oklahomans earn prestigious Rector's Award from Rome seminary

The Pontifical North American College in Rome honored Karen and
Ken Kenworthy of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City with the presti-
gious Rector's Award at the 21st Annual Rector's Dinner at the
College.

With the award, the seminary recognized the Kenworthys as
"enthusiastic supporters of the College, priestly vocations and
Catholic education," according to the NAC website.

The College has hosted the Rector's Dinner every year since 1991.
Alumni, esteemed guests from the United States, dignitaries from the
Diplomatic Corps, the Vatican Curia, the Italian nobility, and promi-
nent members of the American and European business worlds attend
the festive event, which supports the mission of the College and the
formational experience of the NAC's seminarians and priests.

Two seminarians from the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City — Deacon
Brian Buettner and Christopher Brashears — study at the NAC.

At right: Archbishop John Myers (Newark, Chairman of the Board of
Govenors), Karen Kenworthy, Monsignor James Checchio (Rector of the
College) and Ken Kenworthy pose after Monsignor Checchio presented the
Rector's Award to Mr. and Mrs. Kenworthy at the 2013 Rector's Dinner at the
Pontifical North American College in Rome. (Photographer: Christopher
Brashears)

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Students display orthography prowess at 2013 archdiocesan Catholic grade school spelling bee

Seventh and eight grade winners: fifth Caroline Slay, Christ the King, fourth Boma Legg-
Jack, St Charles Borromeo, third Lena Do, Bishop John Carroll, Second Jackie Oh, St.
Philip Neri (not pictured, first Charlie Kolar, All Saints. Also pictured is Dr. Cris Carter,
superintendent of Catholic schools and Diane Floyd, associate superintendent.

Fifth and sixth grade winners: Fifth Hanna Newby, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, fourth Loc
Vu, Bishop John Carroll, third Caitlin Le, Rosary, second Ann Pham, St. James, first
Sam Kolar, All Saints. Also pictured is Diane Floyd, associate superintendent.

Third and fourth grade winners: fifth place Nicholas Saliba, St. Mary, Lawton, fourth Jesse
Smith, St. Mary, Lawton, third Kyan Fries, St. Joseph, Enid, second Tristen Nguyen, Bishop
John Carroll, first Anisha Paul, St. John Nepomuk. Also pictured is Dr. Cris Carter, superin-
tendent of Catholic schools and Diane Floyd, associate superintendent.

First and second grade winners: fifth Taryn Ward, St. Mary, Guthrie, fourth An Vu,
Bishop John Carroll, third Jenna Chan, Bishop John Carroll, first Thomas Doan, All
Saints. Also pictured is Dr. Cris Carter, superintendent of Catholic schools and Diane
Floyd, associate superintendent.

Photo courtesy of John
Williams
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Murder trial of abortionist exposes 'culture of death'

Editor's note: This story con-
tains graphic details that are
essential to the reporting of the
case.

Now in its sixth week, the nation-
ally significant capital murder trial
of Philadelphia abortionist Dr.
Kermit Gosnell continues.

Gosnell, 72, faces charges of seven
counts of first-degree murder and
one count of third-degree murder in
the deaths of seven infants and an
adult patient, Karnamaya Mongar,
at his abortion clinic, Women's
Medical Society in Philadelphia.

A 281-page grand jury report
accuses Gosnell of shockingly grue-
some practices at a clinic that trial
observers have described as a "house
of horrors" and "baby charnel
house."

"He regularly and illegally deliv-
ered live, viable babies in the third
trimester of pregnancy -- and then
murdered these newborns by sever-
ing their spinal cords with scissors,"
the report states.

The prosecutors allege Gosnell
murdered hundreds of babies in this
way; investigators discovered docu-
mentary evidence to support seven
first-degree murder charges.

According to the report, Gosnell
operated in a fetid, unsanitary space
in which cats were allowed to roam
freely, furniture and blankets were
stained with blood, and disposable
medical instruments were used
repeatedly.

The report also claims the abor-
tionist kept fetal remains in freezers
and baby feet in jars.

The abortionist earned millions of
dollars in profits from the illegal
practices he conducted at his clinic,
which employed unqualified assis-
tants and catered to women who
were "too pregnant" to obtain abor-
tions elsewhere.

A lack of governmental oversight
is another element of the story: The
report suggests that the
Philadelphia Departments of Health
and State — which licensed and
approved Gosnell's facility — were

repeatedly presented evidence of
clinic violations, but chose to do
nothing.

The Federal Bureau of
Investigation raided the clinic in
February 2010 and, at that point,
Gosnell's medical license was sus-
pended. He faces a possible death
sentence if convicted of the murders.

Since the trial began March 18,
clinic workers — several of whom
have themselves pleaded guilty to
serious crimes — have given addi-
tional grisly testimony against
Gosnell.

Stephen Massof, a former Gosnell

worker, testified to snipping the
spinal cords of babies, calling it 'liter-
ally a beheading. It is separating the
brain from the body."

During busy times, when Gosnell
gave labor-inducing drugs to patients
to speed the process, "it would rain
fetuses — fetuses and blood all over
the place," Massof testified. "I felt
like a fireman in hell."

For the first month of the trial, the
case garnered little media attention,
prompting grassroots activists on
Facebook and Twitter to decry the
media "blackout" and demand
increased attention to a story with
significant health policy implications.

"We've forgotten what belongs on
Page One," USA Today contributor
Kirsten Powers wrote in an April 11
column.

In response, several national news
reporters expressed regret at the
lack of attention to the case and
pledged more comprehensive cover-
age of the remainder of the trial to
come.

"We believe the story is deserving
of coverage by our own staff, and we
intend to send a reporter for the
resumption of the trial next week,"
Washington Post executive director
Martin Baron said April 12. "In ret-
rospect, we should have sent a
reporter sooner."

Jake Tapper, Erin Burnett and
Anderson Cooper of CNN gave the
story extensive coverage April 12.
Reporters at Bloomberg, NBC, The
Daily Beast and Politico, among oth-
ers, also promised to give the story
increased attention.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic

Three rows of seats reserved for the media remained empty Thursday morning April
11, 2013, in courtroom 304 at the Justice Center in Philadelphia where abortionist
Dr. Kermit Gosnell is on trial, charged with seven counts of murder for killing seven
born-alive children and also a patient. The man at the rear of the courtroom is David
P. Williams, of Delaware Right to Life, who covered the trial for his pro-life blog.

Catholic press keeps Gosnell 
murder trial in public eye

Catholic news outlets and com-
mentators have given the story of
Philadelphia abortionist Kermit
Gosnell significant attention, not-
ing that the contraceptive and
abortive "culture of death" is the
milieu in which Gosnell's abortion
"house of horrors" escaped observa-
tion and justice for
nearly two decades.

Gosnell faces
charges of seven
counts of first-degree
murder and one count
of third-degree murder
in the deaths of seven
infants and an adult
patient, Karnamaya
Mongar, at his abortion
clinic, Women's
Medical Society in
Philadelphia.

Catholic commenta-
tors have been sensitive to the
numerous life issues at play in the
case, including the issue at the
other end of the spectrum --
whether Gosnell should be sen-
tenced to death if convicted of the
murders.

As early as 2011, when the grand
jury report accusing Gosnell first

surfaced, Catholic News Service
covered not only the case, but also
the response of Catholics in the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia.

That year, the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia set aside a potential
grave site in the recently opened
infant section of All Souls
Cemetery in West Brandywine and
sought contributions for a burial

fund for the infants
murdered at Gosnell's
clinic.

"Every effort will be
made to identify the
babies as individuals
and bury them that
way," Philadelphia
Auxiliary Bishop John
J. McIntyre said at the
time. "If we can move
people's hearts
through this story to
see the true sacred-
ness of all human life,

then we can say that these infants
did not die in vain."

No funeral can take place until
Gosnell has been tried and
exhausted his appeals. Until then,
the babies and parts of infants
must be held as evidence. The
process could take months or even
years.

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Pope names international panel of
cardinals to advise on Vatican reform

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Amid rising con-
cerns about corruption and mismanagement
in the central administration of the Catholic
Church, Pope Francis named an international
panel of cardinals to advise him on the latest
reform of the Vatican bureaucracy.

The Vatican Secretariat of State announced
April 13 that the pope had established the
group — which includes Boston Cardinal
Sean P. O'Malley and Sydney Cardinal
George Pell — to "advise him in the govern-
ment of the universal church and to study a
plan for revising the apostolic constitution on
the Roman Curia, 'Pastor Bonus.'" "Pastor

Bonus," published in 1988, was the last major set of changes in the
Roman Curia, the church's central administration at the Vatican.

It was largely an effort at streamlining by reassigning responsi-
bilities among various offices, rather than an extensive reform.
Complaints about the shortcomings of Vatican governance
increased markedly during 2012 following the
"VatiLeaks" of confidential correspondence
providing evidence of corruption and misman-
agement in various offices of the Holy See
and Vatican City State.

That affair prompted a detailed internal
report, which Pope Benedict XVI designated
exclusively for the eyes of his successor. The
College of Cardinals extensively discussed the
problems in meetings preceding the conclave
that elected Pope Francis last month.

According to the April 13 Vatican state-
ment, the suggestion for an advisory panel on
reform arose during those meetings.

Kermit Gosnell 

Cardinal Sean P.
O'Malley

Cardinal George Pell 

National / International
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Wills
Bequests, made through your will, are the

most frequently made planned gifts. Yet 65 per-
cent of Americans don't have a will.  Without a
will, the laws of the state and the decisions of a
probate court may determine how your estate
is distributed and who will care for your chil-
dren if they are minors.  A will is not only a
statement of your priorities, but an expression
of your lasting commitment to our Catholic
faith. Through your will, you designate the
final recipients of the many gifts you have been
given by God in His generosity. Remembering
your parish, Catholic school or other Catholic
ministries through a gift designated in your
will, is your final investment in the future of
our faith. A well-planned will allows you to
make your wishes known, take care of loved
ones and leave a lasting legacy to your church. 

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in Your Estate Plans

For more information on Planned Giving, contact:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405)721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org

CORNERSTONE

Youth and Young Adult Office aims to instill understanding of Christian discipleship

The Youth and Young Adult Office
provides extensive programming for
young members of the Archdiocese
of Oklahoma City. That responsibili-
ty keeps the office staff hopping all
year long — but the summer camp
season is an especially busy one.
This month, we chatted with
Director Nancy Housh about upcom-
ing plans.

SC: How did you first become
involved in youth and young adult
ministry? 

NH: I was asked to be a chaper-
one on a youth trip in my parish in
my late twenties and remembered
all of the great experiences that I
had as a teenager by being involved
in youth ministry and so I wanted to
"give back."  I started working in
my parish as a volunteer youth min-

ister then later as a paid youth min-
ister. I worked in the parish for 10
years before coming to the arch-
diocesan office.

SC: What is your favorite aspect of
your job?  

NH: My work with youth on the
retreats and the Archdiocesan Youth
Board, watching the campers and
counselors grow into mature faithful
young adults and walking with the
youth ministers on their journey. I
also love to advocate for youth min-
istry in the parishes.

SC: What does the Youth and
Young Adult Office have planned for
the spring and summer?  

NH: Our spring events are fin-
ished except for the archdiocesan
gathering with the Redhawks on
April 28. This spring we hosted the

National Evangelization Team for
three weeks, the State Catholic
College Conference, a retreat for
juniors and seniors in high school
and the Scouting and Camp Fire
Religious Awards Mass and recep-
tion. Our summer is occupied with a
week of staff training followed by
seven  weeks of camp.

SC: What do you hope partici-
pants gain from Youth and Young
Adult programming? 

NH: I hope they gain a sense of
the larger Church and the fact that
God is always with them in their
journey, that He is always present
for us and all we have to do is to be
open to Him, and that they under-
stand the need to follow Jesus as a
disciple.

SC: How can those who are inter-

ested participate in these upcoming
programs? 

NH: They can register for summer
camp by calling (405) 721-9220 or
by going to the archdiocesan website
at www.archokc.org

SC: What is the most significant
challenge facing young people today?

NH: There are so many but I
believe it is to stay focused on their
Catholic faith in light of all of the
negative messages from society.

SC: How does the Youth and
Young Adult Office help young peo-
ple to meet that challenge? 

NH: We help them by inviting the
participation of the youth in
retreats, summer camp, conferences
and by assisting the youth coordina-
tors in their parishes and program-
ming.

A Q-and-A with Nancy Housh, director of the Office of Youth and Young Adults
By Sooner Catholic Staff

Official archdiocesan Spanish Facebook
page creates vibrant online community

Pizza con Padre

When Father Scott Boeckman,
pastor of Saint Peter's in
Woodward, founded the Facebook
page "Pizza con Padre" in October
2012, he had a simple goal in mind:
He wanted to create an inviting
and informative online space for
Spanish-speaking Catholics in cen-
tral and western Oklahoma.

With a friendly page title and a
committed community manager,
the new media zone immediately
offered interested Catholics a non-
threatening opportunity to pose
questions about the faith, pick up
interesting theological tidbits and
confirm a nascent sense of
statewide camaraderie among
Spanish speakers who have
Facebook and Catholicism in com-
mon.

After all, what could possibly be
a less intimidating setting for faith
discussions than online pizza with
a priest?

Since then, the page has grown
to 532 followers and counting. The
content is fueled by a rotating cast
of contributors, including Father
Boeckman, Lisa Carrasco of the
Office of Family Life, Nubia Fiesel,
Karina Soto and Tina Dzurisin of
the Office of Communications. The
page features multiple posts a day.

"Pizza con Padre" was incorporat-
ed into the efforts of the Office of
Communications April 1 and is now
the official Spanish Facebook page
of the Archdiocese. While the page
retains its signature cover photo of
a pepperoni pizza, it now also fea-
tures the crest of the Archdiocese.

"Pizza con Padre" is housed at
www.facebook.com/pizzaconpadre.

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Obituaries
Sister Cecilia Casas, Sister of

Mercy, died peacefully April 3, 2013,
at Mercy Health Center Convent in
Oklahoma City. Sister was 79 years
old. Sister Cecilia entered the
Sisters of Mercy 57 years ago and
had professed her vows for 54 years.
All will remember Sister Cecilia as
an inspired educator, vocations and
associate mentor, as well as coordi-
nator of parish social ministry.

Sister Cecilia retired to the con-
vent in Oklahoma City in 2009. She
continued spreading her joyful spirit
and enjoyed all people. She loved
attending the various hospital bless-
ings and getting the opportunity to

meet and talk
with coworkers.
Her social nature
was supportive of
prayer, apprecia-
tion of music,
spiritual
thoughts and cel-
ebration of life.

Funeral Mass
and Christian
Burial were at Sacred Heart
Church, Edinburg, Tex.

Sister will be remembered as a
kind, charitable, religious Sister of
Mercy and as loving and being loved
by all.

Sister Cecilia Casas
Raymond Roy Ellison, 65, of Guthrie,

Okla., passed away Thursday, March 14,
2013, at Mercy Hospital in Guthrie. Roy was
born February 2, 1948, in Crescent, Okla., to
Raymond and Juanita (Fry) Ellison.

Roy married Susan Marie Griggs, of
Guthrie, on August 26, 1968. Roy's life was
one of service. He served our nation for four
years in the United States Army, including
on tour of duty in Vietnam. In 1992, Roy
was ordained a permanent deacon for the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. He then
served his home parish of St. Mary's in
Guthrie for 20 years.

Memorials may be made to St. Mary's
Church Building Fund, 411 N. Elm,
Guthrie, OK 73044.

Deacon Raymond Roy Ellison
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Recientemente asistí al seminario Teoría Jurídica Católica en la Facultad
de Derecho de OU. El tema de esa noche fue una aplicación particular de la
enseñanza de la Iglesia Católica sobre la pena de muerte. Me quedé muy
impresionado por la calidad de la discusión entre los alumnos y su profesor,
Michael Scaperlanda, al considerar las complejidades de esta difícil cuestión,
tanto desde el punto de vista legal y como el ético.

Crímenes particularmente atroces, que se han convertido muy comunes en
nuestra sociedad violenta, inevitablemente estimulan la conversación en
torno a la pena de muerte. ¿Qué debemos hacer como católicos de esta dis-
cusión? ¿Qué orientación proporciona el Magisterio de la Iglesia para ayudar
a los fieles a debidamente formar nuestras conciencias en el difícil tema del
uso de la pena de muerte?

El Quinto Mandamiento del Decálogo afirma la santidad de la vida
humana cuando proclama: "No matarás." (Ex.20: 13) El Catecismo de la
Iglesia Católica afirma: " Sólo Dios es Señor de la vida desde su comienzo
hasta su término; nadie, en ninguna circunstancia, puede atribuirse el dere-
cho de matar de modo directo a un ser humano inocente" (2258).

¿Qué pasa con aquellos que no son inocentes? Desde los primeros tiempos
la reflexión cristiana ha buscado una comprensión más completa de lo que
este precepto divino prohíbe y permite. Esta necesidad surge sobre todo a la
luz de los hechos a menudo trágicos que ocurren en la vida de los individuos
y las sociedades.

Hay momentos en que los valores propuestos por la Ley de Dios parecen
implicar una paradoja. Esto es evidente cuando se trata de legítima defensa,
incluyendo la auto-defensa. La Iglesia reconoce el derecho de defenderse uno
mismo, y de hecho el deber de defender a aquellos por los cuales uno es
responsable, ante las acciones de un agresor injusto. El Estado, también, es
responsable de proteger el buen orden de la sociedad civil, y de proteger el
bien común, tiene el deber de defender a su pueblo contra la agresión injus-
ta y de castigar a los agresores de una manera que sea proporcional a la
ofensa.

Este es el contexto en el que se coloca la cuestión de la pena de muerte. La
segunda edición del Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica, a raíz de la carta
encíclica de 1995 del beato Juan Pablo II, El Evangelio de la Vida, reconoce
la posibilidad de que la autoridad legítima recurra a la pena de muerte, en
el supuesto de que la culpabilidad del responsable ha sido plenamente deter-
minada. Pero añade que esta debería ser la última opción, " si esta fuera el
único camino posible para defender eficazmente del agresor injusto las vidas

humanas." (CIC 2267)
En otras palabras, la enseñanza de la

Iglesia pone límites muy estrictos al uso legí-
timo de la pena de muerte. Nunca debería ser
utilizada, por ejemplo, para exigir venganza.
Tampoco debe permitirse simplemente como
un elemento de disuasión. El factor principal
en la aplicación de la pena de muerte es la
defensa necesaria de la sociedad. "Pero si los
medios incruentos bastan para proteger y defender del agresor la seguridad
de las personas, la autoridad se limitará a esos medios, porque ellos corres-
ponden mejor a las condiciones concretas del bien común y son más con-
formes con la dignidad de la persona humana."(CIC 2267)

El uso de la pena de muerte o la pena capital, podría ser legítimo en situa-
ciones muy estrechamente circunscritas, específicamente, si no hay otra
manera de proteger a la sociedad. Teniendo en cuenta los medios que el
Estado tiene hoy para encarcelar a los delincuentes y proteger a la sociedad,
los casos en que la ejecución del delincuente sea verdaderamente necesaria
son, en palabras del Beato Juan Pablo II, "  muy raros, por no decir práctica-
mente inexistentes.". (Evangelio de la Vida, 56)

Por desgracia, en Oklahoma y en otros lugares el uso de la pena de
muerte se ha vuelto bastante común. Esto no ha frenado la creciente ola de
violencia en estos lugares. Teniendo en cuenta este hecho y el alarmante
número de personas inocentes culpadas de haber sido erróneamente conde-
nados a muerte (¡uno es demasiado!), así como el número desproporcionada-
mente alto de los presos pobres y de minorías que se encuentran en el corre-
dor de la muerte, bien podemos preguntarnos si hay cualquier necesidad
legítima o justificación razonable por el uso de la pena de muerte en la
actualidad.

La enseñanza de nuestra Iglesia ofrece un camino a través de esta con-
fusión. Para los católicos esta enseñanza brilla la luz de la verdad sobre un
asunto difícil. Nos da una guía segura en el cumplimiento de nuestra
responsabilidad de formar adecuadamente nuestras conciencias indivi-
duales. Para la sociedad, tiene valor como una contribución a la discusión
pública acerca de si nosotros, como ciudadanos de Oklahoma queremos man-
tener una forma de castigo que incrementa el nivel de violencia, es suscepti-
ble a la mala aplicación, y corroe los valores de nuestra cultura. ¿Qué tipo de
cultura estamos formando?

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Formando una cultura de la vida:
¿Y la pena de muerte?

Lánzate a lo más Profundo Luke 5:4

La Biblia y el Año de la Fe
En la mañana del 12 de abril de este año,

el Santo Padre recibió a los miembros de la
Pontificia Comisión Bíblica, presidida por el
arzobispo Gerhard Ludwig Müller, Prefecto
de la Congregación para la Doctrina de la
Fe.

Acababan de terminar su asamblea ple-
naria anual cuyo tema había sido
"Inspiración y Verdad en la Biblia".

En su discurso hay hermosos puntos de
reflexión. He aquí tres de ellos de particular
interés para este Año de la Fe con algunas
palabras personales de reflexión después de
cada una.

Las Sagradas Escrituras son el testimonio escrito de la
Palabra divina, el memorial canónico que atestigua el
acontecimiento de la Revelación. Por lo tanto, la Palabra
de Dios precede a la Biblia y la sobrepasa. Por eso el cen-
tro de nuestra fe no es solamente un libro, sino una his-
toria de salvación y sobre todo una persona, Jesucristo, la
Palabra de Dios que se hizo carne.

Durante este Año de la Fe una de nuestras devociones
especiales puede ser un poco de tiempo extra en un lugar
tranquilo con una Biblia abierta para encontrar algo más
que las palabras en una página o grandes historias.
Nuestro tiempo con la Sagrada Escritura es nuestra opor-
tunidad de tener la experiencia de un encuentro especial
con Jesucristo, la Palabra Encarnada de Dios.

Precisamente porque el horizonte de la Palabra divina
abraza las Escrituras y se extiende más allá de ellas, es
necesaria la presencia constante del Espíritu Santo que
"guía a toda la verdad". Es necesario situarse en la corri-
ente de la gran Tradición que, con la ayuda del Espíritu
Santo y la guía del Magisterio, ha reconocido los escritos
canónicos como Palabra dirigida por Dios a su pueblo y no
ha cesado nunca de meditarlos y descubrir su riqueza

inagotable.
Nuestra vida de la Gracia, la inhabitación

de la Trinidad, nos guía personalmente y a
través de la Iglesia a una mejor comprensión
de la Palabra y enriquece nuestro tiempo
dedicado a la meditación de las Sagradas
Escrituras. Los textos que encontramos en la
Biblia están inspirados por Dios y le ha sido
confiada a la comunidad de creyentes, a la
Iglesia de Cristo, para alimentar nuestra fe y
guiarnos en el crecimiento de nuestra vida
de caridad y amor.

El Papa Francisco, el Obispo de Roma, se
despidió de los miembros de la Pontificia Comisión Bíblica,
con una bella oración. Aquí está una parte de esa oración.

Que el Señor Jesucristo, Palabra de Dios Encarnada y
Divino Maestro, que le abrió la mente y el corazón de sus
discípulos a la inteligencia de las Escrituras (cf. Lc 24,45),
siempre guie y sostenga su actividad. Que la Virgen
María, modelo de docilidad y obediencia a la Palabra de
Dios, les enseñen a recibir plenamente la riqueza
inagotable de la Sagrada Escritura, no sólo a través de la
investigación intelectual, sino en su oración y en toda su
vida de creyentes, sobre todo en este Año la Fe, para que
su trabajo contribuya a hacer resplandecer la luz de la
Sagrada Escritura en el corazón de los fieles.

Amén.
Nota del Editor: El Sr. Pedro A. Moreno, O.P., MRE,

Director de la Oficina de Ministerio Hispano de la
Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City, es graduado de la
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Puerto Rico y fue profe-
sor de teología en la Universidad de Dallas. El Sr. Moreno
es casado, tiene tres hijas y está disponible para activi-
dades de formación en las parroquias de la Arquidiócesis.
Para más información pueden contactar a la a la Sra.
Edith Miranda emiranda@ archokc.org.

Agrandar el Día
Mundial de la Juventud

asistencia esperada

SAO PAULO (CNS) – Miembros
del comité local organizador de las
Jornadas Mundiales de la Juventud
dicen que esperan que asistan hasta
2.5 millones de jóvenes a los even-
tos que se llevarán a cabo en Río de
Janeiro, tomando en cuenta la
reciente elección de un papa
argentino.

"Hasta ahora ya tenemos unos
200,000 peregrinos inscritos, pero el
registro dura hasta el último día del
evento", dijo Carol de Castro, coor-
dinadora de prensa del comité local
organizador. Y dijo que el comité
espera unos 800,000 peregrinos
inscritos para el inicio del evento,
que irá del 23 al 28 de julio.

Los organizadores dicen que se
espera que para el 23 de junio haya
disponibles más de un millón de
camas para los peregrinos, en muy
diversos sitios, como casas particu-
lares, escuelas, centros de
recreación e iglesias. Los peregrinos
podrán alojarse en forma gratuita a
partir del 21 de julio y hasta el 31
del mismo mes, dijo Vinicius
Arouca, voluntario del comité de
hospitalidad.

Por Lise Alves 
Catholic News Service
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Cortas enseñanzas de Apologética Católica
Continuamos en este nuevo artí-

culo con el tema de los dos ante-
riores: EL PRIMADO DE PEDRO.
Hablábamos la vez pasada sobre
algunas profesáis del Antiguo
Testamento sobre Pedro como primer
papa y cabeza de la Iglesia aquí en la
tierra. Estas profesáis se cumplen en
Mateo 16,16-18.

"Y yo a mi vez te digo que tu eres
Pedro y sobre esta piedra edificare
mi Iglesia, y la puertas del infierno
no prevalecerán contra ella. A ti te
daré las llaves de los cielos; y lo que
ates en la tierra quedara atado en los
cielos, y lo que desates en la tie-rra
quedara desatado en el cielo. Vamos
a explicar la similitud de las citas del
Antiguo Testamento que hacen refer-
encia a la profecía petrina y la cita
del Nuevo Testamento. Mt 16,16-18.

1) En Isaías se nos habla de la
llave de la casa de David, abrirá y
nadie cerrara, cerrara y nadie abrirá.

2) En Mateo se nos habla de las
llaves (plural pues son llaves del
cielo y tierra)

3) Se nos habla de Elyaquim a
quien le serán dadas las llaves.

4) En Mateo, Cristo da las llaves a
Pedro, el nuevo Elyaquim.

Nos podemos ahora preguntar: ¿De
donde viene la autoridad del Papa?
La autoridad del Papa viene por legí-
tima sucesión de la autoridad que
Cristo confirió al apóstol Pedro cuan-
do le designo la piedra sobre la que
se edifica su Iglesia y le entrego las
llaves del reino de los cielos y la
autoridad de atar y desatar. Texto de
cual ya hemos hecho mención (Mt
16,18-19).

Trataremos ahora unos puntos que

son claves para comprender la reali-
dad de Pedro y la misión que Jesús le
encomendó, que sin estos, no
podemos entender el primado de
Pedro y por que la Iglesia a través de
los siglos lo ha asumido así.

Cuando se analiza el texto de Mt
16,18-19; debemos notar en primer
término que Jesús le cambia de nom-
bre a  Simón por Pedro(piedra); este
cambio de nombre es de relevancia,
cada vez que Dios cambia de nombre
a alguien lo hace con un propósito. El
nombre corresponde a su nueva iden-
tidad, función o ministerio, tarea.

Es de recordar cuando Dios cambio
el nombre a Abram por Abraham

porque lo constituye el padre de un
pueblo numeroso. Génesis 17,3-6. A
Sariá, esposa de Abraham le cambia
el nombre por Sara, significa prince-
sa fecunda. Génesis 17,16.

A Job, Dios le cambia el nombre
por el de Israel. Génesis 32,28.

Con Pedro paso algo similar.
Muchos cristianos no católicos no
creen que Pedro sea la piedra y para
eso utilizan varios argumentos.
Veamos algunos: 1)- Afirman que
Jesús se refería a que la piedra era
la confesión de que Jesús era el
Cristo, así todo el que confesara que
Jesús es el Señor estaría sobre la
piedra que soporta la Iglesia. No se

objeta que nuestra
fe esta sobre Jesús,
que es nuestro
Señor, pero eso no
fue lo que Jesús
estaba diciendo. 2)-
el otro argumento
que presentan es
que Jesús es la
piedra, explican que
Jesús se refería a sí
mismo, cuando decía "sobre esta
piedra edificare mi Iglesia", que
implica que no se refería a Pedro,
Toda vez que en griego Pedro(Petros)
y roca(petra) son palabras diferentes
"Tu eres Petros....y sobre esta Petra

edificare mi Iglesia. Este argumento
no es válido ni creíble. Jesús hablo en
arameo y no en griego, y en este
idioma no existe tal diferencia.

Los cristianos no católicos afirman
con base en las citas de 1a de Pedro2,
4 que Jesús es la piedra y por lo
tanto Pedro no lo puede ser."Pues
nadie puede poner otro cimiento que
el que ya ha puesto, Jesucristo" .1a
Corintios3, 11. "Acercándoos a él,
piedra viva, desechada por los hom-
bres, pero elegida, preciosa ante Dios,
también vosotros, cual piedras vivas,
entrad en la construcción de un edifi-
cio espiritual, para un sacerdocio
santo, para ofrecer sacrificios espiri-

tuales, aceptos a Dios por mediación
de Jesucristo". No obstante, están
haciendo un revuelto con las metá-
foras. Me explico. En la primera
carta  a los Corintios, Pablo es el con-
structor y Cristo es obviamente la
base; en Mateo, Jesús es el construc-
tor y Pedro la roca base. De manera
similar, a pesar de que en el pasaje
de Corintios Cristo es el cimiento en
otra metáfora la Iglesia esta cimen-
tada sobre los apóstoles y Cristo aquí
es la piedra angular: "edificados
sobre el cimiento de los apóstoles y
profetas, siendo Cristo mismo la
piedra angular," Efesios 2,20.

Expliquemos lo siguiente: La
piedra angular es la última piedra
que se pone en la construcción y es la
que mantiene trabada a todas las
demás. Por eso, podemos afirmar que
Cristo es la piedra angular, Pedro la
piedra sobre la que edifica la Iglesia
y nosotros somos piedras vivas que
conformamos el resto del edificio
espiritual. El error de los protes-
tantes es no entender la función de
cada piedra en la composición de este
edificio espiritual que es la Iglesia y
no diferenciar entre piedra angular y
piedra sobre la que se edifica. En la
próxima edición de Sooner conti-
nuaremos. Bendiciones para todos.

El Padre Raúl Sánchez, original
de Bogotá, Colombia incardinado a
esta Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City
es Pastor Asociado en la Parroquia
San Pedro Apóstol en Guymon,
Oklahoma. El Padre Sánchez es abo-
gado en Derecho y Ciencias Políticas
de la Universidad la Gran Colombia,
de su país. Y es Licenciado en
Teología del Seminario Mayor de
Tegucigalpa, Honduras.

Por Padre
Raúl Sánchez

Página oficial en español en Facebook de la
Arquidiócesis, crea comunidad en línea

Pizza con Padre

Cuando el Padre Scott
Boeckman, párroco de San Pedro
en Woodward, fundó la página de
Facebook "Pizza con Padre" en
octubre de 2012, tenía un objetivo
muy simple en mente: Quería crear
un espacio en línea atractivo e
informativo para los católicos de
habla español del centro y oeste de
Oklahoma.

Con un título amigable y un
administrador de comunidad com-
prometido, la nueva zona de los
medios le ofreció inmediatamente a
católicos interesadas una oportu-
nidad fácil y cómoda para plantear
preguntas sobre la fe, coleccionar
interesantes curiosidades teológi-
cas y confirmar un naciente sentido
de camaradería a través de todo el
estado, entre los que tienen
Facebook y su catolicismo en
común.

Después de todo, ¿qué ambiente
podría ser menos intimidante para
discusiones religiosas que pizza en
línea con un sacerdote?

Desde entonces, la página ha cre-

cido a 532
seguidores y se
sigue contando.
El contenido
está alimentado
por un elenco
rotativo de
colaboradores,
entre ellos el
Padre
Boeckman, Lisa
Carrasco, de la
Oficina de Vida
Familiar, Nubia Fiesel, Karina Soto
y Tina Dzurisin de la Oficina de
Comunicaciones. La página ofrece
varios mensajes al día.

"Pizza con Padre" se incorporó a
los esfuerzos de la Oficina de
Comunicaciones el 1 de abril y
ahora es la página oficial en
español en Facebook de la
Arquidiócesis. Mientras que la
página conserva su foto de una
pizza de pepperoni  en su portada,
ahora también cuenta con la cresta
de la Arquidiócesis.

"Pizza con Padre" se encuentra
en www.facebook.com/
pizzaconpadre

Por Sooner Catholic Staff

Padre Scott
Boeckman

Cuando se analiza el texto de Mt 16,18-19; debemos
notar en primer término que Jesús le cambia de nombre
a  Simón por Pedro(piedra); este cambio de nombre es de
relevancia, cada vez que Dios cambia de nombre a
alguien lo hace con un propósito. El nombre corresponde
a su nueva identidad, función o ministerio, tarea.

Quejarse constantemente nos impide notar
presencia de Jesús, dice el papa 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO —
Quejarse frecuentemente y hervir a
fuego lento en las decepciones pueden
fácilmente convertirse en una
obsesión que bloquea la visión de uno
de la presencia de Jesús durante
situaciones difíciles, dijo el papa
Francisco.

Celebrando la Misa matutina el 3
de abril con miembros del personal de
la Domus Romana Sacerdotalis, casa
de huéspedes para el clero, el papa
Francisco predicó acerca de la historia
del Evangelio de San Lucas sobre los
dos discípulos decepcionados en el
camino hacia Emaús después de la
muerte de Jesús.

"Ellos temían. Todos los discípulos
temían", él dijo. Mientras caminaban
hacia Emaús y discutían todo lo que
había pasado estaban tristes y que-
jándose.

"Y mientras más se quejaban, más
se ensimismaban: no tenían un hori-
zonte delante de ellos, solamente una
pared", dijo el papa, según Radio
Vaticana.

Los discípulos habían tenido tantas
esperanzas de que Jesús fuera el que
redimiera a Israel, pero pensaban que
sus esperanzas estaban destruidas, él
dijo.

"Y cocían, por así decirlo, la vida en

el caldo de sus quejas y seguían y
seguían con la queja", dijo el papa.
"Pienso que muchas veces cuando
suceden cosas difíciles, incluso cuando
somos visitados por la cruz, nos
arriesgamos a ensimismarnos con
quejas".

Cuando lo único que la gente puede
pensar es cuán mal van las cosas, dijo
el papa Francisco, el Señor está cerca"
pero no lo reconocemos. Él camina con
nosotros pero no lo reconocemos".

Como a los discípulos que el Señor
resucitado se unió en el camino a
Emaús, la gente puede escuchar cosas
bonitas, pero profundamente con-
tinúan temerosos, dijo el papa.

"Quejarse parece más seguro. Es
algo certero. Esta es mi verdad: el fra-
caso", él dijo.

Pero la historia del Evangelio nos
muestra cuán paciente es Jesús con
los discípulos, primero escuchándolos
y luego explicándoles las cosas paso a
paso hasta que lo ven.

"Jesús hace esto con nosotros tam-
bién", dijo el papa. "Hasta en los
momentos más oscuros, él siempre
está con nosotros, caminando con
nosotros".

Quejarse y resentirse, sobre los
demás y sobre las cosas de la propia
vida, es perjudicial "porque trunca la
esperanza. No entren en este juego de
una vida de quejas", él dijo.

Por Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service
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One meal can change your life: A review of "Babette's Feast"

Title: Babette's Feast
Year: 1987
Director: Gabriel Axel

In our last issue, we included a
portion of an interview with Pope
Francis from the book, "El Jesuita."
This interview revealed that his
favorite movie was 'Babette's Feast'
"because it shows the transformation
of a group of people who took denial
too far and didn't know what happi-
ness was." "The sumptuous meal
helps free them from their fear of
love," the pope said." Here is our
own review of "Babette's Feast."

In a small Danish village, no one
goes hungry. The nearby coast pro-
vides plenty of fish, the grocer keeps
his shop stocked and Christians feed
the poor and sick.

Unfortunately, there is a famine in
the hearts of the people. "Babette's
Feast" contrasts famine with feast,
loneliness with love, resentment
with mercy and even Puritanism
with Catholicism. The film com-
ments on how we are called to live
after having a transforming experi-
ence - in this case, one life-changing
meal.

Martina and Philippa - named
after Martin Luther and his friend
Philip - live with their father,
founder of a local puritan church. He
teaches his congregation that all
earthly pleasure is an illusion. Out
of duty to this faith, both sisters

reject the love of two young men.
Though these relationships are por-
trayed somewhat sentimentally, they
are balanced by the dry humor sur-
rounding the reactions of the towns-
people to Babette's feast.

After the preacher's death, the
small group of believers struggles
with his teachings. Prayer meetings
are interrupted by petty jealousies,
old grudges brought into the open
and, saddest of all, the terrible
uncertainty that old sins will not be
forgiven. The people are hungry,
whether for love, forgiveness or
merely something better than taste-
less fish stew.

It's time for a feast. The sisters'
servant, Babette, insists on cooking
a real French dinner for the preach-
er's 100th birthday. A funny scene
ensues in which Babette orders a
fantastic array of supplies: chirrup-
ing baby quails, giant blocks of ice,
crates of wine and finally, a giant
hissing turtle.

Wanting to reject the earthly
pleasures offered in this "witch's
sabbath," each villager promises
that they will not mention a word
about the food, agreeing "it will be
as if we never had the sense of
taste." They do not know how
prophetic these words are, for tast-
ing Babette's feast is a wholly new
experience.

The villagers sit down to the feast
with a surprise guest. Ignorant of
their vow to be silent, he raves about
the Veuve Clicquot, the Cailles en
Sarcophage and the succulent fruit.
The filmmakers ensured that view-
ers would enjoy the feast too, letting

them see crystal goblets glisten and
fires blaze, and letting them hear
forks scrape and mouths slurp and
suck.

The delicious meal fills their bel-
lies and warms their hearts. By the
time coffee is served, each person
realizes that love is triumphant and,
as the guest says, that "mercy is infi-
nite." Sharing this meal, the vil-
lagers come to care for one another
again. Seeing this, Catholics can
reflect on another life-changing meal
- the Last Supper. Experienced every
Sunday, this meal is not French
gourmet, but the supper of the
Lamb. After receiving the Body and
Blood of Christ, after coming togeth-
er at table with all the faithful,
Catholics have the opportunity to
forgive and love their neighbors even
more heartily than those who experi-

enced Babette's feast.
Though the film doesn't reveal

much about Babette herself, it does
show her dedication to and love for
the art of cooking. In a gentle imita-
tion of Christ's sacrifice, Babette
gives away all she has to feed the
spiritually starving villagers. As
Bishop of Rome, Pope Francis has
already demonstrated this same gift
of self - and we hear he's also a pret-
ty good cook.

This film won the Academy Award
for Best Foreign Language Film.
Subtitles are available in English
and Spanish. This film is appropri-
ate for all ages. "Babette's Feast" is
available on DVD at the archdioce-
san library at the Catholic Pastoral
Center. More information is avail-
able at
http://archokc.org/library/home.

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic

Oklahoma City to mark 18th 
anniversary of Murrah building bombing

Officials and residents will mark
the 18th anniversary of the
Oklahoma City bombing with a cere-
mony Friday, April 26, and the 13th
annual Memorial Marathon Sunday,
April 28.

After explosions at the finish line
of the Boston Marathon April 15 left
three people dead and more than
175 wounded, Oklahoma state offi-
cials pledged increased security for
the Oklahoma City marathon.

"We are working to ensure that
events will go smoothly and will
remain safe," Gov. Mary Fallin said,
according to NewsOK.com. "The
local law enforcement is taking steps
to review and strengthen personnel
and security precaution and proto-
cols, including additional manpow-
er."

"I do want to make it very clear
that Oklahomans should not be
afraid," Fallin continued. "We can't
let acts like what happened in
Boston deter us from carrying on our
daily activities and living our lives,
because that's what terrorists want
us to do — live in fear."

The head of the Oklahoma City
National Memorial and Museum
also invited runners who did not
complete the Boston Marathon
because of the explosions to partici-

pate in the Oklahoma City
marathon — and promised to pick
up the tab for their entry fees.

"They can start where they fin-
ished or can run the full marathon,"
Executive Director Kari Watkins
told the Associated Press.

Watkins said she thinks more peo-
ple will be determined to run the
race after what happened in Boston.

"We're going to stand up together
and show how terrorism did not
win," she said.

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Briefs
St. Thomas More to host golf tournament

St. Thomas More in Norman will host its third annual golf tourna-
ment Monday, April 29. Tournament proceeds help to fund campus min-
istry at the University of Oklahoma.

St. Thomas More is home to more than 2,000 Catholic university stu-
dents. Without funding from the tournament, Sunday Suppers - which
feed any college student who comes to Sunday evening Mass - wouldn't
be possible.

The four-man scramble tournament is at Westwood Golf Course in
Norman and begins with a shotgun start at 8:00 a.m. The entry fee of
$95 includes greens fees, range balls, goodie bag and lunch provided by
Raising Cane's. The tournament will also feature a hole-in-one contest,
white line drive contest and a raffle for an iPad 2. Raffle tickets are one
for $5 or 5 for $20.

Business owners and other supporters may purchase corporate or
individual hole sponsorships for $100 each.

More information - including registration information - is available by
calling Ken Cubbage at (405) 329-7288.

St. Charles Borromeo plans Singles Dance
St. Charles will host a Singles Dance from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. April 27.

Mix and mingle from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. with music beginning at 8 p.m.
Snacks are welcome. More information: Call Al Frejo at 631-0763.

Priests to lead deluxe tour of Spain
Father Jarek Topolewski of Saint Anthony of Padua's in Okeene and

Father Peter Jandaczek of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Catholic Church in Duncan will lead a deluxe tour of Spain from Sept.
10 to Sept. 20, 2013, departing from Oklahoma City.

The 10-day, nine-night tour costs $3,940.00 per person based on dou-
ble occupancy. The costs includes round trip airline ticket, two meals
daily, accommodations, taxes, and all entrance fees to museums and cul-
tural programs.

More information is available by calling PAT Tours at 1 (800) 388-
0988, Father Peter at (580) 255-0590 or Father Jarek at (580) 822-3511.

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City library
When: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesdays, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Wednesdays, and 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Thursdays
Where: The library is located on the second floor of the Catholic

Pastoral Center at 7501 Northwest Expressway, between Rockwell and
Council

Why: The library has more than 17,000 items, including tapes,
DVDs, journals and books - all of which are carefully curated to fortify
faith and uplift the spirit.

To check out a library item: Anyone who is a member of a parish
within the archdiocese may use library resources by completing a
Library User Application form. Mail service is available for those who
live 30 miles or more from the library. The library will pay the initial
postage for materials mailed; patrons are asked to pay the return
postage. For more information, call (405) 721-1910.

IF YOU GO
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APRIL

21 The Secular Franciscan Order
of St. Francis Fraternity meets at
1:15 p.m. at St. Anthony’s Hospital
Chapel. For more information call
Jim Disbrow at (405) 830-8688.

27 Singles Dance at St. Charles on
from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. Mix and min-
gle from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. with music
beginning at 8 p.m. Snacks are wel-
come. More information: Call Al
Frejo at 631-0763

MAY

3 First Friday Sacred Heart
Mass at the Catholic Pastoral

Center. Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament is at 5:30 p.m. with the
Sacrament of Reconciliation avail-
able prior to Mass. Mass is at 7 p.m.
For more information call the Office
of Family Life at (405) 721-8944.

4 The Lay Missionaries of
Charity, the Secular (Lay) Order
of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta,
meet at St. John the Baptist Parish,
Edmond, on the 1st and 3rd
Saturday of each month beginning
with Mass at 7:30 a.m. in the
Chapel. For more information con-
tact Toni Harrelson, lmc, at (405)
341-2199 or lmcoklahoma @ sbcglob-
al.net.

5 The Secular Franciscan Order

of St. Claire Fraternity meets at
1:15 p.m. the first Sunday of the
month at St. Thomas More Church
in Norman in the library. All are
welcome. For more information call
Alice at (405) 473-7680.

5 The Byzantine Divine Liturgy
will be at 5:30 p.m. at St. Mark in
Norman.

8 Catholic War Veterans USA The
Oklahoma Memorial Post 168 will
hold their monthly meeting at 7 p.m.
in the Sunnylane Family Reception
Center located at 3900 SE 29th St.
in Del City, every second Wednesday.
For more information, contact Ken
at (405) 739-0036 or by email at

OklaPost168@cox.net.

11 The Benedictine Oblates of
Red Plains Monastery will meet
from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. in Room 125
at the Pastoral Center, 7501 NW
Expressway in Oklahoma City. For
more information, contact Jenny
Fenner at (405) 721-0832 or jen-
fen@cox.net, or Sandy Poe at (580)
421 6554 or sandrapoe@ymail.com.

Calendar

Pre-K Teacher
Holy Trinity Catholic School in
Okarche is accepting applications for
a full-time Pre-K Four Year Old
Teacher for the 2013-2014 school
year. Send resumes to Principal
Tammy Jacobs at P.O. Box 485,
Okarche, OK  73762;
tjacobs@holytrinityok.org; or fax to
(405) 263-9753.

Shared Music Teacher 
Bishop John Carroll School in
Oklahoma City, and St. John
Nepomuk in Yukon are now tak-

ing applications for a shared music
teacher. Send resume to and request
application from Jay Luetkemeyer,
600 S. Garth Brooks Blvd. Yukon,
OK  73099  or call (405) 354-2509 or
fax (405) 354-2770.

Full-time Music Teacher 
Christ the King Catholic School
PK-8. Call Karen Carter, Principal,
at (405) 843-3909.

School Openings in Lawton 
St. Mary’s Catholic School,
Lawton, has positions available for:

Elementary teaching position;
Middle Language Arts; Middle
School Science. Submit resume, tran-
scripts and a copy of the application
(applications available on our web-
site) to Paolo J. Dulcamara, 611 SW
‘A’ Avenue Lawton, OK 73501.
Phone: (580) 355-5288.

Youth Coordinator 
Christ the King Catholic Church
in Oklahoma City seeks a full-time
Youth Coordinator. Send resumes
to: Fr. Richard Stansberry
Christ the King Catholic Church

8005 Dorset Drive
Oklahoma City, OK 73120

Part-Time Accounting Assistant
The Catholic Parish of St. John
the Baptist in Edmond is seeking a
part-time Accounting Assistant to
work at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic School. Submit your
resume to Jennifer Dolf at PO Box
510 Edmond, OK 73083 or
jdolf@stjohn-catholic.org.

For full job descriptions go to
http://archokc.org/jobs-box

Job Box

For a full calendar and up-to-date
jobs box, visit 
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General Agent
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Full time agent
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Kevin Pierce at

405-514-7660.

Does your

family have
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the shield?

Call your agent today to learn more

about the Knights of Columbus and

the great products we have to offer.

“My husband Kevin was so

passionate about the

importance of taking care of

our family. He was the kind of

guy people would look at and

say, ‘That is the kind of father

or husband I want to be.’ 

“I know too many people

who don’t have life

insurance and haven’t taken

the steps to protect their

family. 

“Now, I am an advocate

for life insurance. Without

it, I would have ended up in

bankruptcy, questioning

how I would have raised the

kids.”  — Dorothy, a K of C

insured member’s widow
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Ric Moore
405-641-9582
Richard.Moore@

kofc.org

Councils: 6477,

10822, 11237,

12669

Trey Welker
Assistant GA  

405-850-4092
Trey.Welker@

kofc.org
Councils: 3113,

3220, 8204

Chris O'Lague
405-343-9661
Chris.OLague@

kofc.org
Councils: 1018, 5160,
8523, 9901, 11648,
12108, 12605, 12819,
3556, 5168, 5354,
12382

Jody Snowder
405-474-6192
Jody.Snowder@
kofc.org
Councils: 767, 3101,

4601, 5440, 6478,

12518, 14744, 8633

Rob Blakely 
405-243-8324
Robert.Blakely@

kofc.org
Councils: 916, 1038,

1044, 1053, 5266,

13366, 949, 1533, 1537,

1903, 2974, 3309, 3336,

4042, 9334, 11135

Troy Snow
918-856-9303

Troy.Snow@kofc.org
Councils: 1104, 1302,

1677, 10388, 11194,

11734, 11959, 13313,

14248, 775, 4519,

7392, 9333, 14106

Chad McAulif
918-284-0685
Chad.McAulif@

kofc.org

Councils: 6606, 962,

4804, 9668, 4721, 7395,

8433, 13828, 3167,

14448, 14220, 11633

Michael Calhoun
405-990-0572
Michael.Calhoun@
kofc.org
Councils: 965, 1287,

5396, 5759, 4026, 

4598, 11909, 4889,

9583, 9900, 2604

To watch an
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When Jeannie Hannemann agreed
to marry her husband, Bruce, she
knew that he struggled with an addic-
tion to pornography -- but she didn't
know just what that would mean for
their marriage.

"It's adultery," Jeannie says. "It
strikes at the core of the heart of a
spouse."

Bruce, who first encountered
pornography at the age of nine, was
determined to overcome the tempta-
tion it posed to him -- but determina-
tion wasn't enough. He completed 12-
step and other secular programs --
and then reverted to the behaviors he
desperately wanted to avoid.

For years, the couple suffered in
silence -- Bruce feeling ashamed,
Jeannie feeling betrayed. They very
easily could have succumbed to the
temptation to divorce. In fact, "an
obsessive interest in Internet pornog-
raphy" is a significant factor in 56
percent of divorces in the United
States.

Eventually, Bruce, who taught sci-
ence to college students for 30 years,
found help from an unlikely source.
Intrigued by brain chemistry, Bruce
stumbled upon a new anonymous
online addiction recovery program
called Candeo, which harnesses meth-
ods based on innovative brain science
to create lasting change in the brain -
- and to enable addicts to overcome
their addictions to unhealthy sexual
behaviors.

Bruce became the third student to
go through the program. It worked.

"We've been married for 38 years,"
Jeannie says. "To know as a spouse
the difference now in our marriage
from back then … He had learned
this unhealthy way of looking at inti-
macy and now he's got it right."

Meanwhile, the Hannemanns had
headed a flourishing program called
Elizabeth Ministry International,
which offered help to families with
special childbearing needs. The min-

istry program had 700 chapters on six
continents.

(It's not unusual, Bruce and
Jeannie say, that a pornography
addict would be able to maintain a
double life that includes fruitful min-
istry. The three most common person-
ality characteristics of a porn addict
are surprising: Addicts are typically
intelligent, sensitive and spiritual.)

Eventually, Bishop David L. Ricken
of the Diocese of Green Bay
approached the Hannemans to
request that they expand Elizabeth
Ministry to include "the bookends" of
childbearing -- sexuality and relation-
ships, especially pornography, which
Bishop Ricken recognized as an
increasing problem.

At that point, Bruce and Jeannie
shared their story with the bishop,
who saw their personal experience
with the issue as more reason rather
than less to tap them to address the
under-the-radar issue publicly. Bruce
and Jeannie did even more than that:
They worked under the direction of
the bishop and with the minds behind
Candeo to create their own anony-
mous, online, Catholic recovery pro-
gram, RECLAiM Sexual Health,
which combines the brain science
behind Candeo with insights from
Theology of the Body and Catholic
spirituality.

They launched the program in 2011
-- and, since then, it has helped count-
less Catholic men and women to over-
come their addictions.

They're passionate about sharing
the program with as many people as
possible.

"It's important to us because it
saved our marriage," Bruce said. "It
saved my life; many people when they
spiral downwards with this behavior
end up in prison or suicide or some
kind of violence of one kind or anoth-
er."

Jeannie agrees.
"If you had the cure for cancer, you

would want to go everywhere to give
it to everyone in need."

Earlier this month, Bruce and
Jeannie came to the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City to share their story at
a Safe Environment workshop at the
Catholic Pastoral Center -- an event
that drew nearly 200 people.

The Hannemanns hope to pilot
diocesan programs that expand on the
work they've done with RECLAiM so
far.

The Hannemanns are determined
to expose a problem that is larger
than most are willing to admit -- a
problem that is rooted as much in
socially acceptable practices as social-
ly unacceptable practices. What would
have been considered "pornography"

50 years ago is available on cable TV
channels and in magazines for sale at
the grocery store today, Jeannie
points out.

As Bishop Ricken put it in a letter
to introduce RECLAiM: "North
American statistics indicate that porn
makes more money than Hollywood
at the box office; more than the sum
of NBC's, CBS's and ABC's revenues;
more than the music industry gener-
ates from record sales; and more than
all major professional sports in the
United States combined. It is estimat-
ed that 60 percent of Christian men
and 30 percent of Christian women
are addicted to pornography.

“A survey conducted among U.S.
Christians revealed that 50 percent of
men and 20 percent of women strug-
gled with pornography use. Every
year, millions of Christians are caught
off guard and become addicted."

Bruce and Jeannie are adamant
that it will take every single individ-
ual to reverse a sex-saturated culture
that not only leaves adults vulnerable
to addiction, but, even more impor-
tantly, leaves children vulnerable to
exploitation.

"People who get caught up in this
often find themselves then expanding
into areas they never dreamed they
would, including child pornography,"
Jeannie said. "A large percentage of
those who are perpetrators to chil-
dren state that they have had porn
addictions."

She emphasized that child pornog-
raphy is illegal and is not the focus of
RECLAiM.

"The bottom line is: It's going to
take every single person to turn
around the mess we have in our coun-
try today," she added. "We all have to
clean up the culture; that's the battle
cry we want to have."

Bruce echoes her: "When they had
the first Earth Day, everybody started
to rally around the idea that we have
to clean up this planet. This is anoth-
er major cleanup that needs to hap-
pen."
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Our Lady of Lebanon to host annual Lebanese festival
Our Lady of Lebanon will host the 2nd Annual Lebanese

Heritage and Food Festival April 27 from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. at
the church located at 500 Alameda Street in Norman.

"Over the past two years, the Roman Catholics have really
supported the events and activities at our church," Father Sami
Chaaya, priest at Our Lady of Lebanon, said. "I'm certain they
will come to this festival as well. Even Archbishop Coakley
came last year. We're looking forward to another fun event."

Award-winning journalist Mike Boettcher will give a talk at 5
p.m. entitled "We were reporters once, and young." Boettcher
knew slain journalist, Anthony Shadid, and the pair reported
about the civil war in Lebanon in the 1980s.

Eddie Adwi with Raks Band will perform modern Arabic and
Middle Eastern songs and dances. OU's Lebanese Student
Association will perform traditional dances, including the
dabkeh. Elite Khalil will perform Farouz. Traditional food and
crafts are also on tap, as well as a play area for children and an
information booth. Those wishing to learn a few words in the
Lebanese dialect of Arabic and Syriaco Aramaic-the language of
Christ -- will receive a certificate touting their accomplishment.

Raffle tickets are on sale to win a grand prize of $1000 from
La Baguette. Second prize is a 48-inch plasma TV, and third
prize is an iPad mini. Tickets will be available at the door and
are currently on sale from parishioners and through the church
office. Sponsors include Levant Technologies, Tyler Media and
La Baguette.

By Jocelyn Pederson

Traditional dancers perform at last year’s Lebanese festival. (Courtesy of Father Sami Chaaya)

RECLAiM co-founders share story of addiction, recovery with OKC coordinators

Jeannie and Bruce Hannemann deliver their testimony at a workshop April 9.

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Local


