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Go Make Disciples

On the third day, He rose from the dead

Easter is not simply one feast among others, but the 
“feast of feasts,” the “solemnity of solemnities.” Saint 
Athanasius calls Easter “the great Sunday” and the East-
ern Churches call Holy Week “the Great Week.” The mys-
tery of the Resurrection, in which Christ crushed death, 
permeates with its powerful energy our old time, until all 
is subjected to him.

The Resurrection of Jesus is the crowning truth of our 
faith in Christ, a faith believed and lived as the central 
truth by the fi rst Christian community; handed on as 
fundamental by Tradition; established by the documents 
of the New Testament; and preached as an essential part 
of the Paschal mystery along with the cross.

The mystery of Christ’s Resurrection is a real event, 
with manifestations that were historically verifi ed, as the 
New Testament bears witness. In about A.D. 56, Saint 
Paul could already write to the Corinthians: “I delivered to 
you as of fi rst importance what I also received, that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and 
that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to 
Cephas, then to the Twelve.”

The fi rst element we encounter in the framework of the 
Easter events is the empty tomb. In itself it is not a direct 
proof of the Resurrection; the absence of Christ’s body 
from the tomb could be explained otherwise. Nonetheless 
the empty tomb was still an essential sign for all. Its dis-
covery by the disciples was the fi rst step toward recogniz-
ing the very fact of the Resurrection. This was the case, 
fi rst with the holy women, and then with Peter.

Mary Magdalene and the holy women who came to fi n-
ish anointing the body of Jesus, which had been buried in 
haste because the Sabbath began on the evening of Good 
Friday, were the fi rst to encounter the Risen One. Thus 
the women were the fi rst messengers of Christ’s Resur-
rection for the apostles themselves. They were the next to 
whom Jesus appears: fi rst Peter, then the Twelve. Peter 
had been called to strengthen the faith of his brothers, 
and so sees the Risen One before them; it is on the basis 
of his testimony that the community exclaims: “The Lord 
has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 

Everything that happened during those Paschal days 
involves each of the apostles – and Peter in particular – in                       
                      continued on page 11 

 “The Resurrection of Christ” by Italian Renaissance painter Mariotto di Cristofano.  (CNS/courtesy of Bridgeman Art Library) 

This day, Easter Sunday, celebrates Christ’s Resurrection from the dead 
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.com:

 Thousands of new Catho-
lics prepared to receive the 
sacraments this Easter, in-
cluding at least 283 catechu-
mens and 485 candidates in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City. Read the stories of some 
of these newest members of 
our Church at www.sooner-
catholic.com.
  
“Easter Bunny’s Amazing 
Day” by Carol Benoist and 
Cathy Gilmore is a charm-
ing children’s story that tells 
the tale of the fi rst Easter 
through the eyes of a little 
bunny who witnessed the 
Resurrection. Read a full 
review of the book and a list 
of ideas for sanctifying the 
celebration of Easter in your 
own home at www.sooner-
catholic.com. 

The full transcript of Fa-
ther Carlos Martins’ presen-
tation at the April 2 “Trea-
sures of the Church” relics 
exposition at Christ the King 
Catholic Church in Okla-
homa City is now available 
online at www.soonercatho-
lic.com.

Our Lady of Lebanon par-
ish in Norman will host its 
annual Lebanese Heritage 
and Food Festival Saturday, 
April 26, and Sunday, April 
27. Read a full preview of this 
fun and fl avorful event at 
www.soonercatholic.com.

Registration for Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Catholic Sum-
mer Camp is now open and 
ongoing. Register at www.
archokc.org. 

Archbishop Paul Coakley 
recently enjoyed dinner with 
the retired priests of the 
archdiocese. Photo online.

Exclusively on 
the website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.

April 22-April 23 – National Catholic Education Association Meeting, Pittsburgh, Penn.
April 24 – School Mass and classroom visits, 9 a.m., Saint Philip Neri School, Midwest City
April 24 – Catholic Charities Board Meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities Offi ces
April 24 – Confi rmation, 7 p.m., Saint Mark the Evangelist Church, Norman
April 25-April 27 – Knights of Columbus State Convention, Oklahoma City
April 27 – Confi rmation, 11:15 a.m., Saint Paul the Apostle Church, Del City
April 27 – Divine Mercy Sunday Annual Eucharistic Holy Hour, 3 p.m., Saint John the Baptist Church, Edmond
April 27 – Dedication of New Steeple and Presider’s Chair, 6 p.m., Saint Mary Church, Guthrie
April 29 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
April 29 – Saint Gregory’s Coffee House, 7 p.m., Saint Gregory’s University, Shawnee
May 1 – Episcopal Ordination of Most Reverend Carl Kemme, Wichita, Kan.
May 2 – Confi rmation, 7 p.m., Sacred Heart Church, Oklahoma City
May 3 – Holy Family Cathedral Centennial Gala and Dinner, 6 p.m., Holy Family Cathedral, Tulsa
May 4 – Holy Family Cathedral Centennial Mass, 10 a.m., Holy Family Cathedral, Tulsa

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

It seems unprecedented today that Pope Francis 
has so quickly been anointed with “rock star” sta-
tus, the highest accolade that our popular culture 
bestows upon its heroes.  Already during the fi rst 
year of his Pontifi cate his humble smiling image has 
graced the cover of Time, Esquire and other secular 
periodicals.  He is certainly the fi rst pope to have his 
picture on the cover of Rolling Stone Magazine!  He 
has been depicted as Superman by a graffi ti artist 
on the streets of Rome.  The Holy Father wisely ig-
nores this sort of popular acclaim.  He knows that it 
is likely to fade as quickly as the morning dew!  

But on April 27, Divine Mercy Sunday, Pope Fran-
cis will preside at the double canonization of two of 
his predecessors who each in their own time won 
the hearts and fi red the imaginations of the Church 
and the wider world.   They are being offered to the 
Church and to the world not as “rock stars” but as 
saints.  Through the canonization of Saint John 
Paul II and Saint John XXIII Pope Francis is affi rm-
ing the kind of human and Christian qualities that 
have enduring universal value, indeed eternal value.  

Canonization is a juridical act of the Pope as the 
Vicar of Christ, declaring that the canonized person 
is, in fact, in heaven.   Following a rigorous investi-
gation into the holiness of their lives, the soundness 
of their teaching and witness, and the power of their 
heavenly intercession, those who are canonized are 
acknowledged to be worthy of our veneration since 
they are indeed friends of Christ.  Their lives point 
to Christ who is the Way, the Truth and the Life.

The upcoming double canonization in Rome ele-
vates to the altars two of the greatest popes of the 
Twentieth Century and of the whole modern era: 
Pope John XXIII and Pope John Paul II.  

Cardinal Angelo Roncalli, Patriarch of Venice, was 
elected to the See of Peter in 1958 at an already 
advanced age.  He chose the name John XXIII. His 
papacy was anticipated by most people to be merely 
a place-holder since the Church had just buried a 
pope who had served for nearly 20 years during the 
crucible of a world war and its challenging after-
math.  Instead, Good Pope John, as he was affec-
tionately called because of his kindness and fre-
quent visits to the jails of Rome, rocked the Church 
and world by calling for an ecumenical council.  He 
opened the Second Vatican Council in 1962 praying 
for a New Pentecost to renew the Church and posi-
tion it more effectively to carry out its mission in the 
modern world.

Pope John Paul II was elected to the See of Peter 
in 1978 after the 33-day pontifi cate of Pope John 

Paul I.  If the sudden 
death of his predeces-
sor were not shocking 
enough, Cardinal Karol 
Wojtyla, Archbishop of 
Kracow, was the fi rst 
non-Italian elected to 
the papacy in more than 
450 years.  His papacy would not be business as 
usual.  His long 27-year pontifi cate enabled him to 
fully implement the reforms and provide an author-
itative interpretation of the teachings of Vatican II 
in which he participated as a young bishop from 
Poland.  Under his leadership, the Church renewed 
its evangelical spirit responding to his insistent call 
for a New Evangelization.  He repeatedly empha-
sized the Council’s teaching on the Universal Call to 
Holiness by canonizing an unprecedented number of 
men and women from all across the globe as mod-
els of holiness for all of the faithful.  He made the 
papacy a truly global phenomenon by travelling the 
world on frequent pastoral visits and calling togeth-
er young people for remarkably successful evangeli-
cal gatherings which we know today as World Youth 
Day.  These visits became the occasion for some of 
the largest gatherings in all of human history.  His 
extraordinary charisma, moral strength and pro-
found faith in the liberating power of the truth pro-
vided the catalyst that led to the fall of communism 
in his native Poland and throughout Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union.  

The lives of each of these men have a strong per-
sonal resonance for me.  Pope John XXIII was the 
fi rst pope I remember.  He died on my eighth birth-
day on June 3, 1963.  I remember that day; and I 
grew up in the shadow of the Second Vatican Coun-
cil which he inaugurated.  Pope John Paul II became 
pope the fall that I began seminary in 1978.  He was 
the pope who inspired me during my seminary for-
mation and my entire life as a priest.  He truly be-
came my hero as I watched him, listened to him and 
learned from him.  Finally, he appointed me bishop 
and I had the privilege to meet him on Thanksgiving 
Day in 2004 a few months before his death.

Many who read this will have their own memories 
of these two holy shepherds, these newest saints of 
the Church.  Regardless of whether we remember 
them, Pope Francis offers their lives to us as worthy 
of veneration and imitation.  The saints are remind-
ers that each one of us, by virtue of our baptism, is 
called to be a saint.  May it be so!  Saints John XXIII 
and John Paul II, pray for us!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

A double canonization 
for the Church

Seminary Burses
A $200 donation was made to the 
Father Stanley Rother Seminary 

Burse in memory of 
Ted Nichols, Jr.

A $200 donation was made to the 
Father Stanley Rother Seminary 
Burse by the confi rmation class of 
Saint Ann’s Church, Elgin, Okla.

A $50 donation was made to the 
Seminarian Education Investment 
Fund in memory of Pauline Kastl, by 

the Mike Brashears Family.
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Pope: Defend the unborn, support pregnant women 

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis said Chris-
tians must defend life at all stages, espe-
cially before birth, and he praised efforts 
to assist pregnant women in difficulty and 
prevent the destruction of human embryos. 

“It is necessary to reassert the strongest 
opposition to every direct attack on life, 
especially innocent and defenseless life, and 
the unborn child in the womb is the defini-
tion of innocence,” the pope said April 11. 
“Every Christian is responsible for this evan-
gelical witness: to protect life in all its stages 
with courage and love.” 

Pope Francis made his remarks in a meet-
ing with almost 500 Italian pro-life activists, 
whom he thanked “for the witness you offer 
by promoting and defending human life from 
the time of conception.” 

“Human life is sacred and inviolable,” the 
pope said. “Every civil right rests on the rec-
ognition of the first and fundamental right, 
the right to life, which is not subordinate to 
any condition, neither qualitative nor eco-
nomic, much less ideological.” 

Speaking two days after Italy’s constitu-
tional court overturned a law banning the 
use of donated sperm or eggs in artificial fer-

tility treatments, the pope said: “One of the 
gravest risks to which we are exposed in our 
time is the divorce between economics and 
morality, between the possibilities offered by 
a market supplied with every technological 
novelty and the elementary ethical norms of 
human nature, which is increasingly ne-
glected.” 

Pope Francis praised the pan-European 
“One of Us” project, which calls for an end to 
European Union financing of research and 
other activities that involve the destruction 
of human embryos. Italy’s constitutional 
court is expected to rule later this year on 
a law against screening embryos for genetic 
disorders before they are implanted in the 
womb. 

The pope also praised an Italian initiative, 
“Progetto Gemma” (“Project Bud”), which 
assists pregnant women in difficulty and 
facilitates adoption of their children as an 
alternative to abortion. 

He said life should be defended “always 
with a style of neighborliness, of closeness, 
so that every woman may feel treated like 
a person, listened to, welcomed, accompa-
nied.” 

By Francis X. Rocca 
Catholic News Service 

At right: Knight of Columbus Tom Sepe participates in 
a pro-life rally in Huntington Station, N.Y. (CNS photo/
Gregory A. Shemitz, Long Island Catholic)

Cross isn’t an ornament, Christianity isn’t a do-gooder’s guide 

VATICAN CITY — Christianity 
isn’t a philosophy or guide to sur-
vival, good behavior and peace, it’s 
a relationship with a real person 
who died on the cross for our sins, 
Pope Francis said. 

“Christianity can’t be under-
stood without understanding this 
deep humiliation of the son of 
God, who abased himself, becom-
ing a servant to the point of his 
death and death on the cross” in 
order to serve humanity, the pope 
said. 

In his homily April 8 during an 
early morning Mass in the chapel 
of the Domus Sanctae Marthae, 
Pope Francis focused on the day’s 
reading from the Book of John 
(8:21-30), in which Jesus tells the 
Pharisees and the Jews that those 
who belong to this world and do 
not believe in him “will die in your 
sins.” 

Jesus tells them, “When you lift 
up the Son of Man, then you will 
realize that I am,” the son of God, 
obeying God’s will. 

“Christianity doesn’t exist with-

out the cross and a cross doesn’t 
exist without Jesus Christ,” the 
pope said, according to a report by 
Vatican Radio. 

The cross, however, “isn’t an 
ornament” that is just placed in 

churches and on altars, and “it’s 
not a symbol” of identifi cation, he 
said. 

“The cross is the mystery, the 
mystery of God’s love, who lowers 
himself, who makes himself ‘noth-

ing’” and takes on humanity’s 
sins, he said. 

If people want to fi nd their sins, 
he said, they should look to the 
cross, to “the Lord’s wounds,” and 
it’s there that their sins will be 
healed and forgiven. 

God’s forgiveness doesn’t mean 
“the debt we have with him is 
erased: the forgiveness that God 
gives us are the wounds of his 
son on the cross, lifted up on the 
cross, in which he pulls us to-
ward him and we let ourselves be 
healed.” 

Jesus took everything upon him-
self, “all of our sins, our pride, our 
self-assurance, our vanity, our de-
sire to become like God,” the pope 
said. That is why “a Christian who 
doesn’t know how to glory in the 
crucifi ed Christ hasn’t understood 
what being a Christian means.” 

“Christianity isn’t a philosoph-
ical doctrine, it isn’t a guide to 
life for survival, for being well-be-
haved and for building peace. 
These are the results,” he said. 
“Christianity is a person, a person 
lifted up on the cross, a person 
who abased himself to save us.” 

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

A woman prays at the foot of a crucifi x. (CNS photo/Enrique Marcarian, Reuters) 

Pope, at Mass, warns of danger of ideological dictatorships 

VATICAN CITY — Idolizing 
one’s own way of thinking and 
of interpreting reality closes God 
out of the equation and can lead 
to a “dictatorship of thought” 
that violates the consciences of 
others and punishes anyone who 
disagrees, Pope Francis said. 

In Jesus’ time, the Pharisees 
were convinced that their inter-
pretation of the law and their 
following it to the letter would 
save them, the pope said in 
a homily April 10 at his early 

morning Mass. “Their theology 
was enslaved to this framework, 
this way of thinking.” 

For the Pharisees, he said, 
“there is no possibility of dia-
logue, no possible openness to 
the newness that God brings 
with the prophets. They killed 
the prophets, these people, 
shutting the door on the prom-
ise of God.” 

But the idolatry of one way 
of thinking didn’t end with the 
Pharisees and the danger of 
ideological dictatorships con-
tinues today, the pope said, 

according to a report by Vatican 
Radio. 

“In the last century, we all saw 
the dictatorships of one way of 
thinking and how they ended 
up killing so many people,” the 
pope said. 

Even today, he said, there are 
powerful individuals and orga-
nizations that try to dictate how 
everyone should think. If one 
disagrees, they say “you are not 
modern, you are not open” or 
make even worse accusations. 

In international relations and 
international aid schemes, Pope 

Francis said, a country will ask 
for assistance and be told, “if 
you want this help, you have to 
think in this way and you have 
to pass this law, and this other 
law and this other law.” 

In the Gospels, the Pharisees 
pick up rocks to stone Jesus for 
interpreting God’s command-
ments differently, he said, and 
today the Pharisees’ ideological 
successors “stone the freedom of 
the people, their freedom of con-
science, the people’s relation-
ship with God. And today Jesus 
is crucified again.” 

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 
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The Pope Francis conversion challenge
I teach at a Catholic all-girls high school, and ever 

since that fateful March day last year when the stu-
dents fi rst saw the white smoke wafting up from the 
Sistine chapel chimney, Pope Francis has been some-
what of a celebrity in our small community. I have 
been hearing more about Pope Francis (thankfully) 
this past year than I have about the Kardashians and 
Justin Bieber. 

Polls suggest that Catholics are praying more and 
that one in four Catholics has increased their charita-
ble giving in the last year. Yet with this infl ux of good 
news comes a formidable challenge—how best to chan-
nel the newfound enthusiasm for the Catholic faith 
into living the authentic Catholic life?

To think about living as authentically Catholic we 
have to ask, “What does it even mean to be Catholic?” 
The New York Times ran a piece a few weeks ago that 
purported to answer this question, but did so with a 
faulty premise: that “there is no universal agreement 
on what it means” to be Catholic. The author of the 
piece used the frustratingly inappropriate labels of 
“traditional” Catholics versus “liberal” Catholics. The 
labels themselves perpetuate the lack of unity and 
belie one thing all Catholics do have in common—
Catholics are all sinners. Pope Francis, when asked 
to describe himself, explained, “I am a sinner.” Catho-
lics are not perfect, but they are still Catholic and are 
part of one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church—as 
all Catholics profess each Sunday at Mass during the 
Nicene Creed.  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains, 
“The Church is one because of her source” (CCC 813), 
namely, the Trinity—one God, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit.  Catholics are called to worship one 
God in three persons, and to model their lives on the 
life of Christ.  The moral teachings of the Church are 
based on Scripture and Tradition—they are, simply 
put, the offi cial guidelines for living a life based on and 
in Christ. Though unpopular and markedly counter-
cultural, these teachings provide a clear compass for 
believers, which brings us to yet another challenge for 

the modern believer: obedience. 
Pope Francis—contrary to popular be-

lief—has not advised Catholics to back 
down from diffi cult moral teachings. 
Rather, he has continued to call Catho-
lics to obedience.  In a world that denies 
objective truth, Catholics are called to 
believe that objective truth is real and 
that the Catholic Church is a messen-
ger of this truth.  Challenging platform? 
You bet.  But changing the message to 
make it easier to live isn’t the answer, 
either. Christ didn’t water down his 
message, even as it became apparent that his radical 
message would cost him his life.  Pope Francis urges 
believers in Evangelii Gaudium, 

“Rather than experts in dire predictions, dour judg-
es bent on rooting out every threat and deviation, we 
should appear as joyful messengers of challenging 
proposals, guardians of the goodness and beauty 
which shine forth in a life of fi delity to the Gospel.” 

Catholics are human, after all, and sometimes they 
may struggle with the Church’s teachings. The Cate-
chism speaks of the diffi culties of remaining a united 
Church; one part of the call for unity is what the Cate-
chism calls the “conversion of heart” that is lived “as the 
faithful try to live holier lives according to the Gospel”(C-
CC 821).

This is the struggle to which believers are called. The 
Gospel message doesn’t always meet us where we are, 
or even where we want to be—it calls us to be more like 
Christ.  This is diffi cult—it’s supposed to be diffi cult—
but we can ask the Father to guide us and to give us 
the gift of understanding.  If we can do this—if we can 
try to truly imitate Christ in our lives through the guid-
ance of the Church, with our holy father Pope Francis 
as our guide—then we can harness the newfound joy 
and passion of Catholics and be an even stronger, 
more unifi ed, more Christ-like Catholic Church.

Jennifer Manning is a Catholic schoolteacher in Mas-
sachusetts and a volunteer with Catholic Voices USA.

By Jennifer 
Manning
Catholic News 
Agency

Easter with Flannery O’Connor
This coming Aug. 3 will mark the golden anniversary of 

Flannery O’Connor’s “Passover,” to adopt the biblical im-
age John Paul II used to describe the Christian journey 
through death to eternal life. In the 50 years since lupus 
erythematosus claimed her at age 39, O’Connor’s literary 
genius has been widely celebrated. Then, with the 1979 
publication of The Habit of Being, her collected letters, 
another facet of Miss O’Connor’s genius came into focus: 
Mary Flannery O’Connor was an exceptionally gifted 
apologist, an explicator of Catholic faith who combined 
remarkable insight into the mysteries of the Creed with 
deep and unsentimental piety, unblinking realism about 
the Church in its human aspect, puckish humor—and 
a mordant appreciation of the soul-withering acids of 
modern secularism. 

Insofar as I’m aware, there’s never been an effort to ini-
tiate a beatifi cation cause for Flannery O’Connor. If such 
a cause should ever be introduced, The Habit of Being 
(and the lectures found in the Library of America edition 
of her collected works) should be the principal documen-
tary evidence for considering her an exemplar of heroic 
virtue, worthy to be commended to the whole Church.  

Miss O’Connor’s sense that ours is an age of nihilism—
an age suffering from a crabbed sourness about the 
mystery of being itself—makes her an especially apt apol-
ogist for today: not least because she also understood 
the evangelical sterility of the smiley-face, cheap-grace, 
balloons-and-banners Catholicism that would become 
rampant shortly after her death. In a 1955 letter to her 
friend Betty Hester, Flannery O’Connor looked straight 
into the dark mystery of Good Friday and, in four sen-
tences explained why the late modern world often fi nds it 
hard to believe:

“The truth does not change according to our ability 
to stomach it emotionally. A higher paradox confounds 
emotion as well as reason and there are long periods in 
the lives of all of us, and of the saints, when the truth 
as revealed by faith is hideous, emotionally disturbing, 
downright repulsive. Witness the dark night of the soul 
in individual saints. Right now the whole world seems to 
be going through a dark night of the soul.”

That darkness is rendered darker still by late moderni-

ty’s refusal to recognize its own deepest 
need. For as Miss O’Connor put it in a 
1957 lecture, “Redemption is meaning-
less unless there is cause for it in the 
actual life we live, and for the last few 
centuries there has been operating in our 
culture the secular belief that there is no 
such cause.”

A world indifferent to its need for re-
demption is not indifferent to the possi-
bility of redemption; it’s a world hostile to 
that possibility. Down the centuries, the 
mockery endured by Christ on the cross may stand as 
the paradigmatic expression of that hostility. 

The Church meets this hostility by doubling down on 
its conviction that the truths it professes are really true, 
and in fact reveal the deepest truth of the human condi-
tion. Flannery O’Connor again:

“...the virgin birth, the incarnation, the resurrection...
are the true laws of the fl esh and the physical. Death, 
decay, destruction are the suspension of those laws....
[It] would never have occurred to human consciousness 
to conceive of purity if we were not to look forward to a 
resurrection of the body, which will be fl esh and spir-
it united in peace, in the way they were in Christ. The 
resurrection of Christ seems the high point in the law of 
nature.”

You can’t get much more countercultural than that. 
Yet what Miss O’Connor wrote speculatively in 1955 was 
what the Fathers of the Second Vatican Council solemn-
ly affi rmed a decade later, in the Pastoral Constitution 
on the Church in the Modern World: “...in the mystery of 
the word made fl esh...the mystery of man truly becomes 
clear...Christ the Lord, Christ the new Adam...fully 
reveals man to himself and brings to light his most high 
calling.”

Our age habitually thinks low. Easter bids us to think 
high: very high. For Christ is risen, and so shall his faith-
ful people be.  

   George Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver 
Catholic Register, the offi cial newspaper of the Archdio-
cese of Denver.

By George 
Weigel
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Prayers, holy hour, novena characterize Divine Mercy Sunday

Divine Mercy Sunday, celebrated the second 
Sunday of Easter every year, is usually ob-
served by thousands of Catholics with Mass 
and the recitation of the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
at 3 p.m. This year, with the added excitement 
of Poland’s favorite son being canonized, the 
message of Saint Faustina Kowalska will reach 
even more of the world’s people.

A simple young Polish nun, Saint Faustina 
became a modern visionary when Jesus began 
to appear to her in 1931. He was wearing a 
white garment with two rays coming from his 
chest, one red and one white.  Jesus instructed 
her to paint the image along with the words, 
“Jesus, I trust in You.” Later on in her life, she 
wrote in her diary that Jesus revealed to her 
that the rays represented “blood and water. 
The pale ray stands for water, which makes 
souls righteous. The red ray stands for the 
blood which is the life of souls.” Over and over, 
Jesus spoke his message of mercy to her and 
asked her to help him spread the message to 
the whole world.

Blessed John Paul II wrote of his devotion to 
the Divine Mercy image and the importance of 
mercy in all human relationships in his second 
encyclical, “Dives in Misericordia.”

“The Church must profess and proclaim 
God’s mercy in all its truth, as it has been 
handed down to us by revelation,” said Blessed 
John Paul II.

Saint Faustina also recorded in her diary the 
specifi c way Jesus wanted the image of mercy 

to be spread.  He asked that a feast of Divine 
Mercy be observed the second Sunday of Eas-
ter and that the faithful partake in Holy Com-
munion and Confession on that day. Closer to 
her death, Jesus revealed a series of prayers to 
be said over nine days, or a novena. He asked 
that Saint Faustina pray a Divine Mercy nove-
na from Good Friday until the Saturday prior 
to Divine Mercy Sunday. Today, many Catho-

lics continue this powerful novena to pray for a 
special intercession.

Saint Francis of Assisi parish in Oklahoma 
City will be holding a Divine Mercy Sunday 
holy hour at 3 p.m. on April 27. The parish will 
also be celebrating the canonization of Bless-
ed John Paul II and Blessed John XXIII with a 
short talk on each of the former popes.

“I think that this would be an awesome year 
to attend a Divine Mercy holy hour since the 
pope who gave us this feast will be canonized 
on Divine Mercy Sunday,” said Theresa Hurt of 
Saint Francis of Assisi parish. “I hope that peo-
ple can see the richness of God’s plan through 
the connection of Saint Faustina and Blessed 
John Paul II.”

History has tied the lives of Blessed John 
Paul II and Saint Faustina, who both grew up 
in Poland during a tumultuous time in that 
country’s history. Blessed John Paul II, then 
Cardinal Karol Wojtyla, was responsible for 
gathering information on Saint Faustina’s 
cause for sainthood. During Saint Faustina’s 
canonization mass, Blessed John Paul II de-
clared that the feast of Divine Mercy Sunday 
would be observed every year to celebrate God’s 
mercy.  Finally in 2005, while trusting in God’s 
plan, Blessed John Paul II went home to the 
Father on the vigil of Divine Mercy Sunday.

“Meditating on the image of Divine Mercy 
really can give you confi dence in God’s plan,” 
added Hurt. “You know that God’s mercy is 
always there.”

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

Relics exposition offers attendees new experience of the “living God”

An overfl owing crowd of faithful 
Catholics packed the pews of Christ 
the King Catholic Church in Okla-
homa City on April 2 for a presen-
tation and exposition of relics called 
“Treasures of the Church.”   

In addition to the opportunity to 
view, touch and hold the relics of 
more than 160 saints, those who 
came also received a stirring pre-
sentation by Father Carlos Martins 
of the Companions of the Cross 
Religious Community in Toronto, 
Canada.   

After providing scriptural evidence 
of God healing and working through 
material objects belonging to either 
Jesus or other scriptural fi gures, 
Father Martins explained the three 
types of relics.  First class relics are 
the body or fragments of the body 
of a saint, perhaps pieces of bone or 
fl esh.  Second class relics are some-
thing that a saint personally owned, 
such as a shirt, book or fragments 
of those items. Third class relics are 
those items that a saint touched or 
that have been touched to a fi rst, 
second or another third class relic of 
a saint.

All but seven of the 167 relics 
on display were  fi rst class relics, 
including those of Saint Peter and 
the 12 apostles, as well as popu-
lar saints like Saint Joseph, Saint 
Anne, Saint Augustine, Saint 
Thomas Aquinas, Saint Francis of 
Assisi, Saint Bernadette Soubirous 
and Saint Catherine Laboure. The 
remaining seven were second class 
relics, including wood from Christ’s 
cross, a fragment of the Holy Crown 
of Thorns and a piece of the veil 
worn by Mary, Mother of God.

Father Martins also shared the 
extraordinary stories of holiness 
evidenced by the incorrupt bodies 
of several saints – including Saint 
Bernadette and Saint John Vianney 
– more than 100 years after their 
death.

In a moving account of forgiveness 
and redemption, Father Martins 
told the story of the youngest can-
onized saint, Saint Maria Goretti, 
who forgave her murderer, Alessan-
dro Serenelli, before dying at age 11.  

“In doing so, Maria chose to be 
a saint … and taught us that the 
reason we were created is to be a 
saint,” Father Martins said.

 There are numerous accounts of 
healings attributed to God working 
through the relics of Saint Maria 
Goretti, according to Father Mar-
tins.

Inviting the audience to allow God 
to enter their hearts, Father Mar-
tins promised, “If you give God your 
heart wholly and completely today, 
holding nothing back, if you permit 
God to be the Lord of your life, and 
of every part of your life, today, then 
you will experience the presence 
and power of the living God today 
in a way unlike you’ve ever experi-
enced before.  I guarantee you. “

But, acknowledging that it takes 
more than desire to experience the 
Lord, Father Martins outlined the 
four most common roadblocks we 
erect to prevent Him from entering 
our hearts and acting in our lives 
the way He desires.  

The fi rst roadblock is the refusal 
to attend Sunday Mass.

“Mass, the Eucharist, is one of the 
seven sacraments.  And the seven 
sacraments are the seven ways Je-
sus Christ left to heal the world.  To 

refuse the sacraments, of which the 
Eucharist is the source and sum-
mit of the other six, so teaches the 
Church, is to refuse God.  Period.  
I couldn’t put it more simply than 
that,” said Father Martins. 

Refusal to go to Confession to a 
priest is a second roadblock. 

Referencing the Gospel of John 
wherein Christ tells His apostles, 
the fi rst priests, “If you forgive men’s 
sins, they are forgiven.  If you do not 
forgive them, they are not forgiven,” 
Father Martins warned, “We have 
no right to tell God the manner in 
which he would choose to forgive 
our sins.” 

The third roadblock is refusing to 
make a full disclosure of our sins 
when we do go to Confession. 

According to Father Martins, “As 
long as we choose to hold on to a 
sin, rather than submit it to the 
mercy of God, we’ve closed ourselves 

off from all sacramental grace.”
And the fourth roadblock we place 

on God’s entry to our hearts is the 
refusal to forgive those who have 
hurt and wounded us.  

“Our God is a funny God,” Father 
Martins said. “He will accept rap-
ists and the worst kind of sinners.  
But He has said over and over in 
His Word, that He will not tolerate 
someone who is unable to forgive.  
In that sense, the person who refus-
es to extend forgiveness is so unlike 
God that he or she cannot stand in 
His presence.”  

To eliminate these roadblocks we 
must, according to Father Mar-
tins, resolve to never miss Mass, to 
frequently go to Confession, to not 
fail to make a complete and honest 
disclosure of our sins and to fi nally, 
offer forgiveness to any who have 
hurt or harmed us. 

“If you choose to make those de-
cisions today, right now, even from 
where you are sitting, then you will 
experience the presence and power 
of the living God today,” said Father 
Martins.

Father Martin visited several par-
ishes on his week-long tour through 
Oklahoma.

Lois Korbe is a freelance copy 
editor and writer living in Edmond, 
Okla.

By Lois Korbe
For the Sooner Catholic

IF YOU MISSED IT …

Read the full transcript of 
Father Carlos Martins’ pre-
sentation at www.archokc.
org. For more information on 
the Treasures of the Church, 
visit http://www.treasuresoft-
hechurch.com/. 

Attendees of “Treasures of the Church” 
kneel before the relic of the true cross.
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Meet Our 
Seminarians

Editor’s Note: This is the 22nd 
and fi nal part of what was a 
planned 24-part series.

Lance A. Warren

1. What is your home parish? 
Immaculate Conception Mission 

in Marlow.

2. What seminary do you attend? Saint Meinrad 
Seminary in Indiana

3. If it is God’s will, what year will you be ordained 
a priest? 2015

4. How old were you when you fi rst thought that 
God might be calling you to the priesthood? I didn’t 
enter the Catholic Church until 2005 when I was a 
student at Texas A&M.  But, not long after coming 
into the Church, I found myself very active in par-
ish life in the different towns in which I lived.  Ran-
dom parishioners started telling me I’d be a good 
priest.  At fi rst I shrugged off the idea, but these 
brief encounters planted the seeds that would be-
come my vocation.      

5. What is your favorite subject in the seminary? I 
really loved my classes in Christology and Trinity.  

6. Describe your typical day. I try to wake up early 
and get my room in some sort of order.  I fi x some 
coffee and watch or read the news.  Next comes 
Morning Prayer with the community followed 
by class.  In the middle of the day we celebrate 
Mass and go to lunch.  In the afternoon I may 
have class, meetings, or chores around the sem-
inary.  The community gathers again for Evening 
Prayer followed by dinner.  After that there may be 
more meetings or lectures on various topics.  I do 
my homework or study in the evenings.  Spread 
throughout the day I may work out in the gym, 
hang out with other seminarians, run to the store, 
or do whatever.  

7. What is the most important thing you have 
learned in the seminary so far?   I’ve learned how to 
trust God and not rely solely on myself. 

8. What do you look forward to most about becom-
ing a priest? I really look forward to being involved 
in the lives of parishioners.

9. Who is your favorite saint? St. Maximilian Kolbe, 
a Franciscan priest who truly embodied the Gospel 
in laying down his life for a friend, or in his case a 
complete stranger.

10. Name one thing that every Catholic needs to 
know. Whatever you’ve done in life, however far 
you may think you are from God, He is always near 
to you.

11. Describe your relationship with Christ. I’ve been 
through diffi cult situations in ministry already.  I’ve 
ministered to parents who have lost a child, I’ve 
been with families as their loved ones departed this 
life, and I’ve sat with individuals who truly feel un-
loved and abandoned.  Through all this it has been 
Christ who sustains me and reminds me that He 
is in everything, no matter how diffi cult things get.  
Through tragedy and triumph, Christ abides.

12. Why choose a life of sacrifi cial love in any voca-
tion rather than a life of self-gratifi cation? A life of 
self-gratifi cation is aimless, unfulfi lling.  It moves 
on from one fad to another and never fi nds con-

“Come and See” weekend 
demystifi es seminary experience

Editor’s Note: Conception Seminary College 
in Conception, Mo., regularly hosts Encounter 
With God’s Call weekend, a weekend de-
signed to help young men considering a pos-
sible call to the priesthood with the vocational 
discernment process. The archdiocesan Offi ce 
of Vocations facilitates registration and trans-
portation to and from this weekend for young 
men in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
What follows is a refl ection from Garrett Ban-
nister, a parishioner at Saint John Nepomuk 
Church in Yukon, Okla., who attended the 
most recent Encounter with God’s Call Week-
end, April 5 to April 7. For more information 
about upcoming “Come and See” weekends, 
as they are also known, visit www.archokc.
org/vocations/home. 

When I got back to school on Tuesday, 
I had to explain to my teachers why I had 
missed school the day before. By about the 
fourth time of saying, “I was on a church 
trip to visit a school that men attend to 
become priests; it’s a Catholic thing; you 
probably wouldn’t understand,” I noticed 
a common theme to their responses: First, 
they nodded their heads in quasi-compre-
hension, and, then, followed with the state-
ment, “Oh, I didn’t know that you are going 
to become a priest.”

For non-Catholics, it is understandable 
to believe that seminary is a mysterious 
place that men disappear to for a long time 
and then magically return from dressed 
in black with the iconic white collar about 
their necks; however, I must confess that 
I am one of the many young, Catholic men 
who had the same misconception.  I think 
the other nine young men on the trip from 
various parts of the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City likewise had misconceptions.  As 
a matter of fact, on my eight-hour bus ride 
to the obscure town of Conception, Mo., I 
confess that I was feeling rather skeptical 
about what—and who—would be meeting us 
once we stepped out of our zones of comfort 
and onto the unfamiliar grounds of Concep-
tion Abbey and Seminary.  I was nervous 
about whether it was really worth sacrifi cing 
an entire weekend for this trip, but, by the 
end, I was exceedingly grateful to experi-

ence God’s presence in an entirely new and 
unique way.

Upon arriving, we were greeted by a group 
of seminarians who led us on a guided tour 
around the campus, and, after a few min-
utes of small talk, I discovered that they 
were a lot more laidback, amiable and con-
versational than I had anticipated – which 
eliminated my notion that they were going to 
be strict, silent and pensive. The rest of the 
weekend was full of keynote presentations 
by four of the seminarians who each had a 
different way of receiving and responding to 
God’s call, small group discussions which 
gave us the opportunity to share our own 
experiences and faith journeys, and meal-
time conversations with Fathers Stephen 
Hamilton and Joseph Irwin, which provided 
great comic relief for anyone who was lucky 
enough to be sitting at their table.

In addition to our communal expressions 
of encountering God, there were also plenty 
of opportunities for participants to re-en-
ergize themselves, contemplate and pray 
silently. Adoration and Holy Hour were the 
most intimate aspects of the weekend as 
we lifted up our intentions, set aside our 
wills in submission to God’s and listened to 
what His Spirit spoke to us. There were also 
miles of trails meandering through the hills 
that overlooked ponds, farms and hundreds 
of acres of fi elds covered with wild-fl owers; 
these trails were an excellent way to en-
counter God in His creation as we let our 
thoughts wander as far as the horizon would 
allow them.

For me, the Encounter with God’s Call trip 
was a success.  It helped me understand 
that attending seminary is meant to help 
men discern their vocation by increasing 
their prayer life, knowledge of their faith, 
and the responsibilities and expectations 
that come with being a priest.  The trip also 
provided all of the men who went with a 
unique and effective synthesis of fraternal 
interaction and private contemplation with 
God.  To all men who are discerning the 
priesthood or just curious about seminary: 
I urge you to attend a future seminary trip 
because I promise that God will not disap-
point you.

By Garrett Bannister
For the Sooner Catholic

Fr. Stephen Hamilton, vocations director, and Fr. Joseph Irwin, director of seminarians, with the 10 young 
men from this year’s “Come and See” weekend.
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ACE teachers to run for Oklahoma City’s Sacred Heart Catholic School

Twenty teachers from the Al-
liance for Catholic Education 
are currently wrapping up their 
training to run 26.2 miles to raise 
funds for Sacred Heart Catholic 
School in Oklahoma City. The 
runners from ACE will join thou-
sands of runners at the Oklahoma 
City Memorial Marathon on Sun-
day, April 27.

Every year, the national ACE 
community meets to choose an 
existing marathon to run in. The 
ACE marathon rotates each year 
and an ACE school in the chosen 
city receives the donations the 
runners collect. The goal is for 
ACE teachers and alumni to par-
ticipate in a marathon while rais-
ing money for Catholic schools.

“We were absolutely thrilled 
when we found out it would be 
the Oklahoma City Memorial 
Marathon and the money would 
be going to Sacred Heart School,” 
said Oklahoma City ACE teach-
er Christopher Powers. “Any of 
the ACE sites across the country 
could have been selected to host 
the marathon, so we were ecstat-
ic.”   

The Alliance for Catholic Edu-
cation is a program through the 
University of Notre Dame where 

recent college graduates spend 
two years teaching in Catholic 
schools across the country.  They 
are striving to keep this country’s 
rich tradition of Catholic educa-
tion alive for all students. During 
ACE’s long history in the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City, the teach-
ers they have placed have made 
an incredible impact on students. 
Currently, there are six ACE 
teachers serving our community.

Sacred Heart third grade teach-
er Mary Rogg is running the 

half-marathon to give back to 
a school that has taught her so 
much about faith and community. 

“I have grown so much because 
of my experience during the past 
two years. I was taught the im-
portance of humility because I felt 
that as soon as I emptied myself 
of my own wants and expec-
tations, God was able to work 
through me in a way that I am not 
capable of on my own,” said Rogg. 
“I hope the marathon will allow 
me to return a little of the kind-

ness and support that the Sacred 
Heart community has shown me.” 

Cheering them along the way, 
current ACE teachers and alumni 
will line the race course.  Phillip 
Autrey, an alumnus of the ACE 
program, has participated in eight 
of the ACE marathons to help him 
stay connected to the program 
and continue to contribute to 
Catholic education.

“ACE provided me the oppor-
tunity to fi nd my true passion in 
education,” said Autrey. “I love to 
hear the stories of current ACE 
teachers as they describe their de-
sire to make a positive difference 
in the Catholic community.”

This year donations to the run-
ners will be used by Sacred Heart 
Catholic School to purchase a 
class set of 25 iPads. These iPads 
will help the teachers incorporate 
technology into their reading and 
math curriculum. Sacred Heart 
Catholic School is a PK-8 grade 
school in south Oklahoma City 
that has been serving the commu-
nity since 1911.  Anyone can do-
nate to the marathon participants 
by visiting www.sacredheartokc.
org/school and clicking on the 
“school donations” button.

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

Local multimedia campaign aims to change attitudes about abortion

In an effort to change hearts 
and minds about abortion, Grace 
Living Centers of Oklahoma has 
partnered with Heroic Media out 
of Austin, Tex., to bring a pro-life 
mass media campaign to Oklaho-
ma City.

The campaign, which began 
Wednesday, March 19, will con-
tinue through June, for a total of 
13 weeks.

The campaign consists of both 
television and Internet compo-
nents. A 36-second spot will air 
on local television channels to 
strategically reach a target au-
dience of women aged 18 to 34. 
An estimated 90 percent of these 
women will view the ad at least 30 
times.

In a soft narrative voice over 
striking visuals of an unborn 
baby, the ad reads: “This is a 
baby 12 weeks after conception. 
This was four weeks when the 
heart started beating on its own. 
You can see his face, ears, hands 
and feet. Since the seventh week, 
there’s been measurable brain 
activity. Who knows? Maybe he’s 
even thinking. There was a time 
when I thought he was a mass of 
tissue. What was I thinking?”

The Internet component con-
sists primarily of the purchase 
of Google “key words.” When an 
abortion-minded or abortion-de-
termined woman googles words 
like “abortion” or “I’m pregnant,” 
Google will return campaign-spon-
sored links to local support or 
crisis pregnancy centers.

Heroic Media, which runs 

campaigns nationally and also in 
various states across the country, 
has seen success in past cam-
paigns as measured by pre- and 
post-campaign health department 
abortion statistics and by re-
sponses to call-to-action ads.

According to Heroic Media pres-
ident Brian Follett, the abortion 
rate in Austin, Tex., declined by 
20 percent after one major cam-
paign.

The organization successfully 
connected more women to pro-
life pregnancy resource centers 
during the 2013 fi scal year than 
in any other time in the ministry’s 
nine-year history, generating some 
178,686 responses from its texts, 
chats, online clicks, website visits 
and calls.

In considering those numbers, 
it’s important to realize they rep-
resent individual women who have 
reconsidered abortion as a result 
of the ads.

A young woman in Florida, for 
example, planned to leave her 
second baby at a hospital – a form 
of maternal abandonment that is 
sanctioned by so-called “safe ha-
ven” laws – but an ad connected 
her with a local crisis pregnancy 
center, and she eventually opted 
to give her daughter up for adop-
tion instead. A pastor and his wife 
– also in Florida – adopted the 
little girl on Thanksgiving Day.

The key to Heroic’s success, Fol-
lett says, is its strategic approach 
to creating ads.

“We don’t trust our own in-
stincts to create ads – and that’s 
the worst thing pro-life people can 
do is to trust their own instincts 
to create ads because pro-lif-

ers are not our target market,” 
he said. “We use a strictly re-
search-based, focus-group-tested 
approach to create our ads.”

After the conclusion of this fi rst 
13-week campaign in Oklahoma 
City, Heroic Media will pause its 
efforts here for 13 weeks, but then 
aims to continue with another 13-
week campaign in the fall.

While the current Oklahoma 
City campaign does not include 
explicit calls to action – it’s what 
Follett and company call an 
“attitude change” campaign, the 
results of which are measured by 
pre- and post-campaign surveys 
of local attitudes toward abortion 
among the target audience – Don 
Greiner of Grace Living Centers 
said he hopes this will just be the 
beginning of ongoing media efforts 
to promote life.

“Prior to returning to Oklahoma 
City in 1994, I worked in advertis-
ing at Procter and Gamble in Cin-
cinnati and have closely seen the 
power of advertising at work, but 
it takes a long-term commitment,” 
Greiner said in an email to pro-life 
supporters. “My hope is we can 
keep this going for several years.”

For more information or to learn 
how you can support these efforts, 
visit www.heroicmedia.org or con-
tact Don Greiner at Don.Greiner@
GraceLivingCenters.com. Heroic 
Media’s many pro-life ads can also 
be viewed on their YouTube chan-
nel at https://www.youtube.com/
user/HeroicMedia. The ad airing 
in Oklahoma City is “85 Days.”

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the di-
rector of communications for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic

In this image from the Heroic Media ad “85 Days,” an unborn baby rests.

Sacred Heart School students a few weeks ago when the ACE bus was here in Oklaho-
ma City. (Photo Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic)
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2014 archdiocesan spelling bee winners

1st/2nd Division:
1st -Jocelyn Hoang, All Saints
1st -Peter Pham, Bishop John Carroll
2nd-Isabel Allen, St. Joseph
3rd-Justin Hughes, St. Eugene
4th-Amy Bui, St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton

3rd/4th Division:
1st -Jenna Chan, Bishop John Carroll
1st -Rory Sebastian, Christ the King
1st -Thomas Josey, St. John Nepomuk
1st -Nithin Reddy, St. Mary  (Lawton)
2nd- Sophie Starns, St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton

5th/6th Division:
1st -Sam Kolar, All Saints
2nd -John Paul Pierce, All Saints
3rd -Rafael Zapata, Sacred Heart  (OKC)
4th -Jack Stapleton, Saint Joseph
5th -Nicholas Saliba, St. Mary  (Lawton)

7th/8th Division:
1st - Kate McConnell, Bishop John Carroll
2nd -Madeline Fresonke, Bishop John Carroll
3rd -Gabriel Gomez, St. Mary  (Lawton)
4th-Sheila Gaffney, St. Eugene
5th -Boma Legg-Jack, St. Charles Borromeo 

Catholic Charities recognized as top 
Oklahoma community nonprofi t

OKLAHOMA CITY (April 
14, 2014) – Catholic 
Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City 
was named the commu-
nity category winner for 
the Oklahoma Nonprofi t 
Excellence Awards pre-
sented by the Oklahoma 
Center for Nonprofi ts. The 
announcement was made 
during the ONE Awards 
celebration on Saturday, 
April 12, 2014, at Tulsa’s 
Southern Hills Country 
Club. 

“Just to be nominat-
ed was an honor,” said 
Patrick Raglow, executive 
director of Catholic Char-
ities. “Agencies do not 
self-nominate; they have 
to be submitted by mem-
bers of our community.” According to statistics 
released by the Oklahoma Center for Nonprofi ts, 
just 24 out of 19,000 nonprofi ts in Oklahoma 
were named fi nalists – 12 went on to be recog-
nized in their respective categories. Each fi nalist 
received a cash prize of $5,000, with the catego-
ry winners receiving $7,500. 

The ONE Awards Selection Commission, a 
group of community leaders from across Oklaho-
ma, determines the fi nalists. The Commission, 
chaired by J. Jerry Dickman, includes Michael 
Cawley, Nance Diamond, Frederick Drummond, 
Ken Fergeson, R.H. Harbaugh, Kim Henry, David 
Hogan, Phil Lakin, Polly Nichols, Wendi Schuur 
and Dr. George E. Young Sr.

“The fi nalists are selected 
because they are the best of 
the best at what they do,” 
Dickman says. “From the top 
level of management down to 
the part-time staff, these are 
committed individuals pulling 
together to achieve a mission 
as big as Oklahoma.”

“Receiving this award is a 
testament to the commitment 
to our mission that our do-
nors, board and staff have,” 
Raglow said. “Thank you 
to everyone who gives time, 
talent and treasure each day 
to transform the lives of those 
with whom we work. It is a 
privilege to serve in my ca-
pacity through that tremen-
dous generosity.”

Sonny Wilkinson, Rebecca David, Patrick Raglow and Lexi Skaggs of CCOKC.

Gallery showcases six Oklahoma priests who became bishops
On Thursday, April 3, the staff of the Catholic Pasto-

ral Center gathered for the offi cial opening of the new 
Heritage Gallery exhibit – “Six Bishops: Oklahomans 
in the Episcopacy.” George Rigazzi, director of the 
Offi ce of Family Life, wrote the content for the exhibit 
and gathered photos and artifacts from the archives of 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. Cristina Speligene 
designed the impressive graphics, including colorful 
images of the six bishops in a modern silkscreen print-
ing style.

The fi rst bishop included in the exhibit is Blackwell, 
Okla., native Stephen Leven, ordained in 1928. Leven 
was auxiliary bishop of San Antonio and bishop of San 
Angelo. His section of the exhibit contains a surprising 
amount of photos from his childhood and his seminary 
days in Louvain, Belgium.

Charles Buswell, from Homestead, Okla., was the 
founder of Christ the King Church in Oklahoma City. 
He became bishop of Pueblo, Colo. An array of maga-
zines, diplomas and bishop’s garb illustrating his life is 
housed in a display case.

John Sullivan of Oklahoma City was bishop of Grand 
Island, Neb., and later of Kansas City-Saint Joseph. 

The exhibit includes several photos of Bishop Sullivan 
with Pope Paul VI and Blessed John Paul II.

Victor Reed from Bald Hill, Okla., was named bish-
op of the Diocese of Oklahoma City and Tulsa when 
Bishop Eugene McGuinness passed away. Two papal 
decrees on display name him auxiliary bishop and 
bishop of his home diocese. The entrance to the exhibit 
also shows a map that Bishop Reed used to navigate 
Rome during the Second Vatican Council.

Bishop Anthony Taylor is from Ponca City, Okla. He 
founded Saint Monica Church in Edmond, Okla. He 
is currently bishop of the Diocese of Little Rock. The 
exhibit contains various gifts that he received on his 
ordination to the priesthood and his installation as 
bishop.

 Edward Weisenburger serves as bishop of Sali-
na, Kan. When Archbishop Paul Coakley came to the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, Bishop Weisenburger 
took his place. Originally from Lawton, Okla., Bishop 
Weisenburger was Vicar General of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. Bishop Weisenburger’s fi rst Commu-
nion book is part of the exhibit.

Located at the Catholic Pastoral Center at 7501 
Northwest Expressway in Oklahoma City, the Heritage 
Gallery is open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic

Staff of the Catholic Pastoral Center browse the newest Heritage Room exhibit, “Six Bishops: Oklahomans in the Episcopacy.”
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Movie adaptation of “Heaven is for Real” engages powerful themes
“Heaven is for Real” (2014), produced by 

Roth Films, Screen Gems and TriStar Pic-
tures, directed by Randall Wallace

Reviewed by Cara Koenig
Fans of the book “Heaven is for Real” will 

be excited to see the big screen adaption. 
“Heaven is for Real” is by Todd Burpo and 

was a New York Times bestseller in 2010 
and 2011. The book is the real-life story of 
the Burpos’ son, Colton, who says he went 
to heaven, and of how the family learns and 
lives with this amazing information their four 
year-old reveals to them.

How would you react if your child told you 
that, when he was in surgery, Jesus held him 
in His lap and the angels sang to him to help 
him calm down?

Colton reveals a little at a time from his 
visit to heaven but each bit is powerful and 
raises the mind-boggling question of how a 
four year-old would know and understand 
things that even adults can’t grasp.

The movie does not follow the book exactly. 
They did take literary license but it stays true 
to the theme. A few things were rearranged 
and, of course, the story is shortened to fi t 
into the time allotted for a movie.

The movie focuses more on the dad, Todd, 
and his reaction and struggle to believe what 
his son is telling him. Todd is the pastor of 
a Christian church, Crossroads Wesleyan 
Church in Imperial, Neb. Todd struggles with 

what he can understand and what his faith 
tells him about Colton’s experience.

The movie also brings in more characters 
from the Burpos’ church and town. 

In the movie, Todd visits a professor who is 
a stout disbeliever in God and anything relat-
ed to Him. This was not in the book but en-
ables the movie to preemptively acknowledge 
what some viewers might be thinking and 
feeling, allowing the moviemakers to address 
some issues that were not in the book.

The movie also dives in to more of the neg-
ative and fearful reactions of fellow church 
members, bringing in to the story more of the 
fear the Burpo family faced as Colton’s story 
began to be known outside of the family. 

Some of the more powerful revelations in 
the book are left out. (I suggest you read the 
book as well.) 

Yet, even with all the changes, the story is 
just as powerful.

What the Catholic viewer will welcome is 
that there are more Catholic themes in the 
movie than there are in the book.

The little boy who plays Colton, Connor 
Corum, is wonderful. You truly believe that 
he is Colton and has seen these things for 
himself.

The story is told with respect and reverence 
toward the subject matter.

This movie will move the believer and make 
the fearful disbeliever wonder-fi lled again.

This is a must-see movie for everyone. The 
timing of the movie release, April 16, Easter 
week, is wonderful. This is truly a story of a 

glimpse of what Christ came to earth to se-
cure for us. This movie is another inkling of 
what is waiting for us in the next life.

Heaven is for real.

New resources for Confession aim to revive interest in reception of sacrament

“A Little Book about Confession for Children” 
by Kendra Tierney (Ignatius Press, $9.99.) 
GoodConfession.com, a new website from the 
producers of CatholicsComeHome.org. 

Reviewed by Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick
Kendra Tierney’s  A Little Book about Con-

fession for Children (Ignatius, $9.99) provides 
an excellent introduction to this healing sac-
rament for children preparing for their fi rst 
confession, as well as any who could benefi t 
from a fuller understanding of the sacrament – 
that is, all children!  Written at a level accessi-
ble for second graders, the majority of the book 
follows a question-and-answer format, covering 
basic facts about Confession, including what 
it is, why we do it, what to expect when we go 
and how it helps us grow in virtue.  The book 
also includes an examination of conscience 
based on the Ten Commandments and a short 
compendium of saints with a special relation-
ship to this sacrament, including Mary Magda-
lene and John Vianney.  

Complete with sweet illustrations by Maria 
Ashton, the book is exactly the resource that 
many parents look for as their child prepares 
to receive Confession for the fi rst time – per-
haps because that’s how Tierney came to write 
it.  She says, “My oldest son is 11 now, but, 
when I was helping him prepare for his fi rst 
confession, I couldn’t fi nd anything that really 
fi t anything that I was looking for in a resource.  

I wanted something that felt a little more acces-
sible for kids of today.  The only thing I could 
fi nd was pamphlets, picture books, but not the 
resource I wanted.  My spiritual director told 
me I should write one.”

Tierney, who writes a blog on liturgical living, 
Catholic All Year, came to a better understand-
ing of the mercy of God through writing the 
book.  She said, “Doing the research for this 
book, I really realized it’s a gift from Jesus and 

the Church to us.  It’s to free us, not punish 
us; it’s because God loves us so much that he 
knows how we work, that he gave this to us.”

 Though adults can also benefi t from the 
small book, those who desire to delve more 
deeply into the Sacrament of Penance can be 
directed to the website GoodConfession.com.  
The website, sponsored by the group Catholics 
Come Home, provides extensive resources for 
all Catholics, from those who regularly make a 
confession to those who are coming back after 
a long absence.  The site includes the basics 
of Confession for adults, such as prayers for 
Confession and a guide to examining one’s con-
science.  In fact, the site provides links to mul-
tiple versions of an examination of conscience: 
some are based on the Beatitudes, others the 
Ten Commandments; some are directed toward 
children, others toward adult singles and oth-
ers toward adult married people.  

Additionally, the site encourages adults to 
grow in holiness through a number of resourc-
es to further self-understanding, aiding the 
refl ective reader in understanding her proclivi-
ties to certain sins as well as areas of strength.  
These in-depth guides provide aid in growing in 
virtue and avoiding vice.

The Church requires that Catholics go to 
Confession at least once a year and recom-
mends at least once a month.  Both resources 
aid children and adults in heeding Pope Fran-
cis’ words, “Do not be afraid of Confession! 
When one is in line to go to Confession, one 
feels … shame, but then when one fi nishes 
Confession one leaves free, grand, beautiful, 
forgiven, candid, happy.”  

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick is a freelance 
writer and math tutor living in Oklahoma City.

By Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick
For the Sooner Catholic

Catholic News Service Movie Classifi cations
Need for Speed
The fi lm contains reckless street 

racing, rear male nudity, and some 
crude and crass language. The 
Catholic News Service classifi ca-
tion is A-III — adults. The Motion 
Picture Association of America 
rating is PG-13 — parents strongly 

cautioned. Some material may be 
inappropriate for children under 
13. 

Cesar Chavez
The fi lm contains some violence, 

racial slurs, a few uses of profan-
ity, at least one rough term and 

occasional crude and crass lan-
guage. The Catholic News Service 
classifi cation is A-III — adults. 
The Motion Picture Association of 
America rating is PG-13 — parents 
strongly cautioned. Some material 
may be inappropriate for children 
under 13.

Rio 2
The fi lm contains a couple of 

childish scatological references. 
The Catholic News Service classifi -
cation is A-I -- general patronage. 
The Motion Picture Association 
of America rating is G — general 
audiences. All ages admitted.
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Gaillardia 
 Country Club 

Monday 
June 9, 2014 
Shotgun Starts 

8:00 am & 1:00 pm 
Benefiting Catholic Education  

in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 

You are invited to play in or support the 
13th Annual Catholic Foundation Golf  
Classic. Over the past 11 years the net 
proceeds of almost $400,000 has benefited 
the Catholic Schools Endowment Funds, 
established with the vision of lowering the 
cost of Catholic school tuition at the 19 
grade schools and 2 high schools in the 
Archdiocese. 
 

Two Sessions this Year! 
Morning Session:  Registration & Continental 
Breakfast begin at  7:00 am — Shot Gun Start at  
8:00 am. Lunch follows play then come back for 
Awards Dinner. 
Afternoon Session: Registration & Lunch 
begin at 11:30 am — Shot Gun Start  at 1:00 pm. 
Awards Dinner follows. 
Sessions are limited to 120 players each 
and are awarded first come– first served, 
so REGISTER EARLY. 
 

Tournament Fees 
Flight Sponsor (2 teams) $5,000   ______  
DBLEagle Sponsor (1 team) $2,400  ______  
Team Sponsor (4 players) $1700  ______  
Team Entry (4 players) $1,400  ______  
Single Player  $350  ______  
Premium Hole Sponsor $500  ______  
   (no play) 
Hole Sponsor (no play) $300  ______  
Donation (support Schools)       $  ______  
Team Mulligan Package, 
       for Mixed Flights          $100  _______ 
Mulligan Package, per player  $25  _______ 
      for Mixed Flights, Prices  
      goes to $30 on day of play 
Regular Mulligans, each     $12.50  _______ 
    Per player, for Schools  
      Flights, Prices goes to $15 on day of play 
Total:                        ______  
Mail Registration to CFO, PO Box 32180, OKC, OK 73123 

Register online at www.cfook.org 

Two Flights to Choose: 
The Schools Flight teams compete for the 
Archbishop’s Trophy plus Grant money to go 
to the winning Team’s School. The Foundation 
Mixed Flight is our general flight with prizes 
for both an A & B Section. In addition Mulligan 
Packages are available. They include 2 regular 
mulligans, a play-up hole and a roll-the dice hole. 
 

Team or Sponsor Name:  
___________________________ 
Contact: ___________ Phone __________ 

 
Player 1___________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________ 
 
City_______ State __ Zip ____Ph: _______ 
 

E-mail__________________________________ 

Handicap ________ 

Shirt: S  M  L   XL  2XL   3XL  WS  WM  WL  WXL 
Player 2 __________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________ 
 
City_______ State __ Zip ____Ph: _______ 
 

E-mail__________________________________ 

Handicap ________ 

Shirt: S  M  L   XL  2XL   3XL  WS  WM  WL  WXL 

Father Larkin All-Parish Team Trophy  —  Named in Father Kirk Larkin’s honor,  this 
Trophy is awarded to the winning Team that certifies that it’s four members are all parishioners 
of the same parish and have registered to participate in the All Parish Team Competition.  Teams 
from the Foundation Flights are eligible to compete for this traveling trophy.  

Schools Flight 
All-Parish 

Foundation Mixed Flight  
 
Player 3___________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________ 
 
City_______ State __ Zip ____Ph: _______ 
 

E-mail__________________________________ 

Handicap ________ 

Shirt: S  M  L   XL  2XL   3XL  WS  WM  WL  WXL 

Player 4 __________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________ 
 
City_______ State __ Zip ____Ph: _______ 
 

E-mail__________________________________ 

Handicap ________ 

Shirt: S  M  L   XL  2XL   3XL  WS  WM  WL  WXL 
 For more information, call CFO at (405) 721-4115 or visit the website www.cfook.org  

Catholics Come Home founder: 
The world needs Catholic heroes

Long before Tom Peterson found-
ed Catholics Come Home, he was a 
self-described “energetic, ambitious, 
restless young man” who quite literal-
ly lived life in the fast lane.

“I’m not glamorizing the sin, but I 
used to drive 90 mph on the Phoenix 
freeway in and out of traffi c because 
I was busy and I had somewhere to 
go,” Peterson said. “God help you if 
you got in my way because I had a lot 
of important things to do. My pride 
almost killed me spiritually – and 
probably physically.”

A cradle Catholic and success-
ful advertising executive, Peterson 
rarely slowed down to think about 
the Lord, but he did attend by rote an 
exceptionally large Catholic parish of 
27,000 parishioners.

“It was a holy parish dedicated 
to Eucharistic adoration and our 
Blessed Mother, and it was fruitful,” 
Peterson said.

A group of men in the parish invited 
Peterson to attend a married men’s 
retreat.

“I went on this retreat (and) it 
changed my life,” Peterson said. 
“Through God’s grace – I did nothing 
but show up – in front of the Eu-
charist, I had a profound conversion 
experience. The God of the Universe 
came into my heart and He said two 
words to me that I’ll never forget. I 
didn’t hear them with my ears, but I 
heard them with my heart.”

Those two words were: “Downsize” 
and “simplify.”

Peterson listened.
“I started going to Mass every day 

and it made sense,” he said. “I started 
reading Scripture and it came alive. 
I became a Eucharistic minister and 
I realized the world doesn’t revolve 
around me. Everything changed for 
the better.”

Peterson also began to pray every 
day to lead someone closer to Christ – 
and, day after day, the Lord gave him 
opportunities to evangelize. 

Eventually, he founded Catholics 
Come Home, an organization dedi-
cated to inviting no-longer-practicing 
Catholics back to the Church. In 
its fi rst six years, Catholics Come 
Home has aired Catholic evangeliza-

tion commercials in 36 dioceses and 
nationally, and has helped to lead 
nearly 500,000 souls to Christ and 
His Church.

Today, Peterson aims not merely to 
be an evangelist himself, but also to 
awaken in other faithful Catholics a 
stronger sense of mission.

In a presentation April 5 at the 
Oklahoma Catholic Women’s Confer-
ence at the Reed Center in Midwest 
City, Peterson reminded his audience 
that the Catholic Church exists to 
worship the Lord and to evangelize 
the world, to love souls to heaven.

“Hearts are open for the good news 
of Jesus; we just need to bring it to 
them,” he said. “You and I need to 
care enough not to be afraid to share 
the faith.”

“When we do this, we’re like a rising 
tide that lifts all ships,” he added. 
“Marriages and families will grow 
stronger, vocations will fl ourish and 
more souls will be on their journey 
toward heaven.”

Peterson was one of four presenters 
at the Women’s Conference, along 
with Maura Byrne, who shared her 
journey from abuse victim to Catholic 
missionary; Pat Gohn, who spoke to 
the subject of the gifts of womanhood; 
and Jamie Biller, who highlighted the 
life and ministry of Servant of God Fa-
ther Stanley Rother, whose cause for 
canonization is housed in the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City. 

A separate track for teens featured 
presentations from Byrne and Lor-
ryn McGarry, who challenged young 
women to be ladies after God’s own 
heart.

Carole Brown, Ph.D., archdiocesan 
director of New Evangelization, also 
directed brief remarks to the audi-
ence.

The more than 400 women who 
attended the conference also had an 
opportunity to attend Mass celebrat-
ed by Archbishop Paul Coakley, as 
well as to attend Confession. Prayer 
characterized the day, which also fea-
tured booths from about 40 different 
vendors. For more information about 
the annual conference, visit www.
ocwconference.com or “like” OCW-
Conference on Facebook.

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the director of 
communications for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic

Easter Sunday
                               continued from page 1 

the building of the new era begun on Easter 
morning. As witnesses of the Risen One, they 
remain the foundation stones of his Church. 
The faith of the fi rst community of believers is 
based on the witness of concrete men known to 
the Christians and for the most part still living 
among them. Peter and the Twelve are the 
primary “witnesses to his Resurrection,” but 
they are not the only ones. Paul speaks clearly 
of more than fi ve hundred persons to whom 
Jesus appeared on a single occasion and also 
of James and of all the apostles. 

Given all these testimonies, Christ’s Resurrec-
tion cannot be interpreted as something outside 
the physical order, and it is impossible not to 
acknowledge it as an historical fact. 

Still, it remains at the very heart of the mystery 
of faith as something that transcends and sur-
passes history.

Christ’s Resurrection is an object of faith in that 
it is a transcendent intervention of God himself in 

creation and history.
The Resurrection above all constitutes the 

confi rmation of all Christ’s works and teachings. 
All truths, even those most inaccessible to human 
reason, fi nd their justifi cation if Christ by his 
Resurrection has given the defi nitive proof of his 
divine authority, which he had promised.

The truth of Jesus’ divinity is confi rmed by his 
Resurrection. He had said: “When you have lifted 
up the Son of man, then you will know that I am 
he.” The Resurrection of the crucifi ed one shows 
that he was truly “I AM,” the Son of God and God 
himself.

The Paschal mystery has two aspects: by his 
death, Christ liberates us from sin; by his Resur-
rection, he opens for us the way to a new life. This 
new life is above all justifi cation that reinstates us 
in God’s grace, “so that as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might 
walk in newness of life.” Justifi cation consists in 
both victory over the death caused by sin and a 
new participation in grace. It brings about fi lial 

adoption so that men become Christ’s brethren, 
as Jesus himself called his disciples after his 
Resurrection: “Go and tell my brethren.” We are 
brethren not by nature, but by the gift of grace 
because that adoptive fi liation gains us a real 
share in the life of the only Son, which was fully 
revealed in his Resurrection.

Finally, Christ’s Resurrection – and the risen 
Christ himself – is the principle and source of our 
future resurrection: “Christ has been raised from 
the dead, the fi rst fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep . . . For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
shall all be made alive.” The risen Christ lives in 
the hearts of his faithful while they await that 
fulfi llment. In Christ, Christians “have tasted . . . 
the powers of the age to come” and their lives are 
swept up by Christ into the heart of divine life, so 
that they may “live no longer for themselves but 
for him who for their sake died and was raised.” 

Excerpted from the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church Nos. 1169, 638-643, 647-648, 651 and 
653-655, and edited by Tina Korbe Dzurisin. 
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Parece sin precedentes hoy que el Papa Fran-
cisco tan rápidamente ha sido ungido con el 
estatus de “estrella de rock”, el galardón más 
importante que nuestra cultura popular con-
cede a sus héroes. Ya durante el primer año de 
su pontifi cado su imagen sonriente e humilde 
ha aparecido en la portada de Time, Esquire 
y otras revistas seculares. ¡Él es sin duda el 
primer Papa de tener su foto en la portada de 
la revista Rolling Stone! Ha sido descrito como 
Superman por un artista de grafi ti en las calles 
de Roma. El Santo Padre ignora sabiamente 
este tipo de aclamación popular. ¡Él sabe que 
probable desaparezca tan rápidamente como el 
rocío de la mañana!  

Pero el 27 de abril, Domingo de la Divina 
Misericordia, el Papa Francisco presidirá en la 
doble canonización de dos de sus predecesores 
que cada uno a su tiempo se ganó el corazón y 
disparó la imaginación de la Iglesia y del mun-
do en general. Ellos se están ofreciendo a la 
Iglesia y al mundo no como “estrellas de rock”, 
pero como santos. A través de la canonización 
de San Juan Pablo II y San Juan XXIII, el Papa 
Francisco está afi rmando el tipo de cualidades 
humanas y cristianas que como valores univer-
sales perduran, de hecho son valores eternos.  

Canonización es un acto jurídico del Papa 
como Vicario de Cristo, declarando que la per-
sona canonizada esta, de hecho, en el cielo. A 
raíz de una investigación rigurosa en la santi-
dad de sus vidas, la solidez de su enseñanza y 
testimonio, y el poder de su intercesión celes-
tial, aquellos que son canonizados son recono- 
cidos para ser dignos de nuestra veneración, 
ya que son de hecho los amigos de Cristo. Sus 
vidas apuntan a Cristo que es el Camino, la 
Verdad y la Vida.

La ya próxima doble canonización en Roma 
eleva a los altares dos de los más grandes 
papas del siglo XX y de toda la era moderna: al 
Papa Juan XXIII y al Papa Juan Pablo II.  

El Cardenal Angelo Roncalli, Patriarca de 
Venecia, fue elegido a la Sede de Pedro en 1958 
a una edad ya avanzada. Escogió el nombre 
de Juan XXIII. Se esperaba que su papado 
fuera solo para ocupar el lugar titular por poco 
tiempo ya que la Iglesia acababa de enterrar a 
un Papa que había servido durante casi veinte 
años en el crisol de una guerra mundial y sus 
desafi antes secuelas. En cambio, el Buen Papa 
Juan, como le llamaban cariñosamente por 
su amabilidad y frecuentes visitas a las cárce-
les de Roma, sacudió a la Iglesia y al mundo 
pi- diendo un concilio ecuménico. Él abrió el 
Concilio Vaticano II en 1962 orando por un 
nuevo Pentecostés para renovar la Iglesia y sit-
uarla donde podría llevar a cabo su misión más 
efi cazmente en el mundo moderno.

El Papa Juan Pablo II fue elegido a la Sede 
de Pedro en 1978 después del pontifi cado de 
33 días del Papa Juan Pablo I. Si la repentina 
muerte de su predecesor no fuera lo sufi cien-
temente impactante el Cardenal Karol Wojtyla, 
Arzobispo de Cracovia, fue el primer no ital-
iano elegido al papado en más de 450 años. 
Su papado no sería como lo de siempre. Su 
largo pontifi cado de 27 años le permitió aplicar 
plenamente las reformas y proporcionar una 
interpretación autorizada de las enseñanzas 
del Concilio Vaticano II en los que participó 
como joven obispo de Polonia. Bajo su lide- 
razgo, la Iglesia renueva su espíritu evangélico 
al responder a su llamado insistente a una 
Nueva Evangelización. Hizo hincapié en repeti-
das ocasiones a la doctrina conciliar sobre la 
llamada universal a la santidad al canonizar 
a un número sin precedentes de hombres 
y mujeres de todas partes del mundo como 
modelos de santidad para todos los fi eles. Él 
hizo del papado un fenómeno verdaderamente 
global viajando por el mundo en sus frecuentes 
visitas pastorales y convocando a jóvenes para 
reuniones evangélicas notablemente exitosas 

que conocemos hoy 
día como Jorna-
da Mundial de la 
Juventud. Estas 
visitas se con-
virtieron en la oca-
sión de algunas de 
las aglomeraciones 
más grandes de 
toda la historia hu-
mana. Su extraor-
dinario carisma, fuerza moral y profunda fe en 
el poder liberador de la verdad proveyeron el 
catalizador que llevó a la caída del comunismo 
en su nativa Polonia y a través de Europa ori-
ental y la Unión Soviética.  

La vida de cada uno de estos hombres tiene 
una fuerte resonancia personal para mí. El 
Papa Juan XXIII fue el primer papa que recu-
erdo. Murió en mi octavo cumpleaños el 3 de 
junio de 1963. Me acuerdo de ese día; y crecí 
en la sombra del Concilio Vaticano II, que él 
inauguró. El Papa Juan Pablo II se convirtió en 
Papa el otoño en que comencé en el seminario 
en 1978. Él fue el Papa que me inspiró du-
rante mi formación en el seminario, y toda mi 
vida como sacerdote. Él realmente se convirtió 
en mi héroe mientras le miraba, escuchaba y 
aprendía de él. Finalmente me nombró obispo y 
tuve el privilegio de conocerlo el Día de Acción 
de Gracias en 2004 unos meses antes de su 
muerte. 

Muchos de los que leen esto tendrán sus 
propios recuerdos de estos dos pastores sagra-
dos, estos nuevos santos de la Iglesia. Ya sea 
que los recordamos o no, el Papa Francisco nos 
ofrece sus vidas como dignos de veneración e 
imitación. Los santos son un recordatorio de 
que cada uno de nosotros, en virtud de nuestro 
Bautismo, estamos llamados a ser santos. ¡Que 
así sea! ¡Santos Juan XXIII y Juan Pablo II, 
rogad por nosotros! 

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Una Doble Canonización para la Iglesia

Arquidiócesis tiene planes de establecer una nueva parroquia
OKLAHOMA CITY (Marzo 27, 2014) — La 

Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City ha fi rmado un 
contrato para comprar una propiedad en el sur 
de Oklahoma City con la intención de construir 
una nueva iglesia y, posiblemente, establecer 
una nueva parroquia para servir a los católicos 
hispanoparlantes en el sur de Oklahoma City, 
anunció el Arzobispo Pablo Coakley el 27 de 
marzo en una reunión con sacerdotes de la zona 
metropolitana.

“La comunidad latina a través de toda la Ar-
quidiócesis, y todo el estado, continúa su rápido 
crecimiento y trae muchos, muchos dones a 
nuestra comunidad”, dijo el Arzobispo Coakley. 
“(Queremos ser) capaces de responder de forma 
adecuada y apropiada a las necesidades pasto-
rales de esta creciente población.”

La acción se produce por la recomendación 
de un grupo de trabajo de la Arquidiócesis que 
se formó para hacer frente a la meta que la 
arquidiócesis había indicado de iniciar la im-
plementación de un plan para aliviar el hacina-
miento en las iglesias con poblaciones hispanas 
signifi cativas en el área metropolitana de Oklaho-
ma City para el 1 de mayo 2014.

El objetivo de aliviar el hacinamiento de la 
iglesia - o la Iniciativa Hispana Metropolitana 
- cae bajo la prioridad del Ministerio Hispano 
de la Arquidiócesis, una de las tres prioridades 
establecidas en el marco de la visión general de 
la arquidiócesis de  “Vayan y Hagan Discípulos”. 
Tanto la visión y las tres prioridades de la ar-
quidiócesis se distinguieron a través de un proce-
so de 13 meses que incluyó sesiones de escucha 
en toda la arquidiócesis.

La recomendación para la compra de la propie-
dad para una gran iglesia nueva es sólo una de 
varias  recomendaciones del grupo de trabajo de 
la Iniciativa Hispana Metropolitana.

Otras recomendaciones incluyen lo siguen- 
te: (1) Evaluar las opciones de espacio tem-
porero para la nueva parroquia hasta que la 
construcción pueda comenzar y concluir en 
la nueva propiedad; (2) Promover y capacitar 
a nuevos equipos de líderes para garantizar el 
discernimiento y la aplicación de las recomenda-
ciones en curso; (3) Llevar a cabo tres reuniones 
en los próximos cinco a siete meses para actu-
alizar los sacerdotes y pastores sobre el progreso 
del Ministerio Hispano; (4) Animar a la Junta de 

Personal de los Sacerdotes para que programen 
de dos a tres reuniones para pensar específi ca-
mente y estratégicamente sobre los nombramien-
tos de párrocos y vicarios parroquiales con el 
ministerio hispano en mente; (5) Formar e inspi-
rar a los principales grupos sobre el valor de la 
visión más amplia de “Vayan y Hagan Discípulos” 
y la prioridad del Ministerio Hispano; (6) invitar a 
sacerdotes hispanos adicionales a la arquidióce-
sis para servir exclusivamente a la amplia comu-
nidad hispana; y (7) identifi car, invitar y desarrol-
lar vocaciones dentro de la comunidad hispana.

Con estas recomendaciones, el grupo de trabajo 
concluye su trabajo. En adelante, el Padre José 
Jacobi, párroco de la Iglesia del Espíritu Santo en 
Mustang, Oklahoma, pastoreará la transición de 
equipo de trabajo al trabajo de los nuevos comi-
tés que tendrán a cargo la implementación de las 
recomendaciones.

Mientras que muchos detalles de la Iniciativa 
Hispana Metropolitana aún no se han determi-
nado, los sacerdotes presentes en la reunión 
expresaron entusiasmo y optimismo acerca de la 
dirección del Ministerio Hispano de la Arquidióce-
sis.

“Estamos haciendo algo después de una larga 
pausa”, dijo el Padre Jack Feehily, párroco de la 
Iglesia de San Andrés en Moore, Oklahoma.

El Padre Scott Boeckman, Vicario para los 
Sacerdotes y párroco de la Iglesia de San José en 
Norman, Oklahoma, dijo que ve la iniciativa como 
dar voz a quienes no la tienen. 

“Que algo realmente se está haciendo realidad 
es tan importante - y que el arzobispo es el que 
está  entusiasmado de todo esto... es maravilloso 
de ver”, dijo.

Por el Equipo del Sooner Catholic

Arzobispo Pablo Coakley en una reunión con sacerdotes 
de la zona metropolitana.

Sooner Catholic April 20, 2014  13Spanish

¡VIVE! La Resurrección de Jesús y Nuestra Vida Cristiana

Al amanecer del tercer día, tem-
pranito en la mañana, Jesús resu-
cita de entre los muertos. ¡Jesús 
Vive! Resurrección no es lo mismo 
que resucitación. Resucitación, en 
el plano médico, es más apropia-
do para el que esta inconsciente o 
que ha sufrido un paro tempore-
ro de alguna parte de su sistema 
cardiovascular. Tenemos miles, 
sino millones, de casos de perso-
nas benefi ciadas de un proceso se 
resucitación. Resurrección es más 
apropiado para una persona que 
lleva varias horas, o días, de estar 
real y verdadera muerta.  No hay 
muchos casos de estos y uno solo 
donde el resucitado vuelve a vivir 
con un cuerpo mejorado y más 
perfecto del que tuvo al momento 
de morir. Todos nos benefi ciamos 
de la resurrección de uno, Jesús. 
Nuestro amor, Jesús, vive ahora 
entre nosotros para siempre. 

Jesús estuvo real y verdadera-
mente muerto desde el viernes por 
la tarde, todo el día del sábado y 
parte de la mañana del domingo, 
pero ya no está muerto.  Jesús 
está completa y totalmente vivo 
después de estar completa y total-
mente muerto.  Celebramos este 
triunfo de la vida sobre la muerte, 
celebramos el triunfo de la Pascua. 

Jesús en el primer Domingo de 
Pascua, no es un fantasma, no 
es una visión o aparición espir-
itual, no es un sueño o la viva 
imaginación de unos cuantos. El 
Domingo de Pascua nos ofrece un 
Jesús Resucitado y no reanima-
do. Es una Resurrección física y 
real con un cuerpo transformado 
y mejorado. Se apareció a muchos 
incluyendo a los apóstoles y de 

manera signifi cativa al incrédu-
lo Santo Tomás que, después de 
dudar y en presencia de muchos 
testigos, tuvo una experiencia de 
Jesús vivo y presente con cuer-
po físico y real.  Dichosos los que 
creen sin haber visto. 

Jesús, después de muerto y to-
davía con sus heridas de la pasión, 
después de haber comido y bebido 
con sus amigos,  nos manifi esta la 
transformadora verdad de que ya 
no está muerto, está vivo y con un 
cuerpo transformado. Este suceso 
cambia al mundo. La muerte no es 

el fi nal, hay algo más. 
La transformadora verdad de 

la Resurrección de Jesús es el 
comienzo de una Nueva Creación. 
La Resurrección de Jesús, el 
hecho de que el muerto está vivo, 
transforma todo. De esta nueva 
realidad de Jesús resucitado nace 
nuestra esperanza. Los triunfos 
o fracasos en esta vida no son 
necesariamente signos de triunfo o 
fracaso en la próxima vida. Jesús 
perdió su caso legal y en la cruz es 
para los líderes de su época signo 
de fracaso pero el Supremo Juez 

Celestial derogó, anuló y supri- 
mió las decisiones de los Sumos 
Sacerdotes, Herodes y Pilato tres 
días después. El triunfo fi nal es 
de Jesús Resucitado y de todos 
los que son uno con Jesús partici-
parán de su vida pascual.  

La resurrección de Jesús no es 
tampoco la última resurrección. La 
resurrección de Jesús es la pri-
micia, la primera de todas.  Jesús 
Resucitado es la prueba defi nitiva 
de una realidad enorme. Jesús 
Resucitado es prueba de que cada 
uno de nosotros, que vivimos en 
Jesús, tendremos al fi nal de la his-
toria una nueva vida real y física. 
Como Jesús, nosotros, después de 
morir, en Jesús volveremos a vivir, 
vivir sin la posibilidad de morir 
otra vez.  Pascua es el triunfo del 
amor y vida de Jesús, y es también 
nuestro triunfo.  Jesús triunfó 
sobre la muerte y venció a todos 
los ricos, poderosos e infl uyentes 
del mundo político, social y religio-
so de su época que utilizaron su 
poder para torturar y  matar.  

Pascua, el triunfo de Jesús, es 
el fracaso de todos aquellos que 
utilizaron, y utilizan, el mal y la 
muerte como su herramienta prin-
cipal.  Pascua, triunfo de Jesús 
nuestra esperanza, es fracaso de 
aquellos que centran sus vidas en 
el obtener y poseer fama, dine-
ro, infl uencia, títulos, puestos y 
poder. 

La realidad de Jesús resucitado 
lo cambia todo, ahora es la época 
del Reino de Dios y cada discípulo 
está llamado a  proclamar con la 
fuerza del Espíritu Santo este tri-
unfo, esta Buena Noticia, al mun-
do con alegría y con amor. 

¡Cristo ha Resucitado, Aleluya!  
¡VIVE!

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

Por Padre Nerio Espinoza

La gloria de la Pascua se retrata en “La Resurrección de Cristo” por el pintor renacen-
tista italiano Mariotto di Cristofano (CNS/ cortesía de Bridgeman Art Library)

La primera carta a los Corintios
En primer lugar os transmití lo que 

a mi vez recibí: que Cristo murió por 
nuestros pecados, según las Escritu-
ras; que fue sepultado, y que resucitó 
al tercer día, según las Escrituras; que 
se apareció a Cefas y luego a los Doce; 
que después se apareció a más de qui-
nientos hermanos a la vez, de los que 
todavía la mayor parte viven, aunque 
otros ya murieron. Luego se apare-
ció a Santiago; más tarde, a todos los 
apóstoles. Y en último término se me 
apareció también a mí, que soy como 
un aborto.

Ahora bien, si predicamos que Cristo 
ha resucitado de entre los muertos, 
¿cómo andan diciendo algunos de 
vosotros que no hay resurrección de 
los muertos? Si no hay resurrección de 
los muertos, tampoco Cristo resucitó; 
y si no resucitó Cristo, nuestra predi-
cación es vana, y vana también vues-
tra fe. Si esos tuviesen razón, nosotros 
quedaríamos como testigos falsos de 
Dios, pues proclamamos que Dios 
resucitó a Cristo, cuando en realidad 
no lo habría resucitado, de ser verdad 
que los muertos no resucitan. Porque 
si los muertos no resucitan, tampoco 
Cristo resucitó. Y si Cristo no resucitó, 
vuestra fe es vana: seguís en vuestros 
pecados. Por tanto, también acabaron 
para siempre los que murieron crey-

endo en Cristo. Si nuestra esperanza 
en Cristo se limita sólo a esta vida, 
¡somos las personas más dignas de 
compasión! ¡Pero no! Cristo resucitó 
de entre los muertos como primicia de 
los que murieron.  Porque, así como 
por un hombre vino la muerte, tam-
bién por un hombre viene la resurre- 
cción de los muertos. Pues del mismo 
modo que por Adán mueren todos, así 
también todos revivirán en Cristo. Pero 
cada cual en su rango: Cristo como 
primicia; luego los de Cristo en su 
venida.

(Tomado de 1 de Corintios 15, 3 al 8 
y 12 al 19, Escuela Bíblica y Arqueo- 
lógica de Jerusalén (2014-02-04). Biblia 
de Jerusalén, Edición para Kindle.)

La Combinación de Testimonios de 
Diversos Testigos Oculares Nos Sirven 
de Prueba Fidedigna de la

Realidad de la Resurrección Física de 
Jesús:

• La tumba de Jesús está vacía.
• Discípulos comparten alimentos 

con Jesús Resucitado.
• Jesús aparece y desaparece en di-

versos lugares cerrados e inaccesibles.
• Tomas pone su dedo en la llaga de 

las manos y su mano en el costado de 
Jesús. 

• Sobre quinientas personas vieron a 
Jesús Resucitado. 

Pascua: ¿Tiempo o evento?
Cada uno de los signos 

de Jesús expresa y muestra 
ante los ojos del creyente el 
acontecimiento de la pascua. 
Podríamos decir en resumidas 
cuentas que son tres las prue-
bas históricas, próximas a la 
fecha, sobre el evento de la 
pascua del Señor. Meditemos 
sobre cada una de ellas sin 
ser exhaustivos en el análisis 
pero sí contemplativos en la 
mirada:

Solo hay trapos y un su-
dario. Realmente el sepulcro 
está vacío. En aquella hora 
quizá invada la soledad, pero 
comienza a nacer la cercanía 
ante una tumba removida. 
María Magdalena lo constató 
en aquella mañana. El dis-
cípulo amado de Jesús llegó 
primero y se postró en la 
puerta. Simón Pedro más len-
to decide entrar y verifi car lo 
ocurrido. San Juan nos dice 
que no habían comprendido 
todavía la escritura (20: 1-9) y 
nos decimos: ¿se puede estar 
tan cerca de Jesús sin com-
prenderle? Una fue perdonada 
y salvada, los otros fueron sus 
seguidores contantes. ¿Cómo 
es que no sabían lo que él 

intentaba decirles todo este ti-
empo? Vemos aqui la descrip-
ción de la soledad humana, 
del desconcierto, del dolor y la 
duda. No obstante en medio 
de la agonía nace una luz, 
entre la fe viva y la no fe surge 
un estado de esperanza desde 
el cual comienza la alegría.

Jesús todavía tiene las 
cicatrices. Se aparece en 
varias ocasiones y a diferentes 
personas pero mostrando las 
heridas. No hay un vencer 
sin cruz, no hay  reurrección 
sin muerte, no hay gloria sin 
pasión. Que el Resucitado 
aparezca ante algunos dis-
cípulos elegidos no signifi ca 
que tenga predilección, en el 
sentido que desea una Igle-
sia de predilectos, sino que 
desea abrirse al mundo, y 
que aquellos sean testimonio 
ante otros de lo que han visto. 
Mostrar al mundo estas hue- 
llas (¿cicatrices?) es un deber 
que tenemos los cristianos si 
queremos realmente ser testi-
gos y no solo herederos de las 
promesas. 

Encuentra la versión comple-
ta de esta homilía aquí: http://
archokc.org/informacion-en-es-
panol



Sooner CatholicLocal14 April 20, 2014

Job Box
Director of Religious Education 
   Epiphany of the Lord Parish, 
Oklahoma City, is accepting appli-
cations for the full-time position 
of Director of Religious Education.  
The parish is searching for a can-
didate deeply rooted in the Catholic 
faith with experience and vision to 
serve its 1600 families. 
The director will coordinate all ed-
ucation programs for children and 
adults.  The director will be respon-
sible for catechist recruitment, for-
mation, and certifi cation, and must 
also collaborate with the parish 
leaders of youth ministry, music, 
and the Journey of Faith.
Applicants should have a degree 
in theology, religious education, or 
related area and a minimum of 5 
years experience working in cat-
echetical ministry (Master’s degree 
preferred).  Interested candidates 
should contact Patricia Koenig in 
the Archdiocesan Offi ce of Religious 
Education to initiate the application 
process (PKoenig@ArchOKC.org / 
(405) 721-5651 ext 126).

Full-time accounting position 
   The Archdiocesan Business 
Offi ce is looking for a full-time 
accounting position. The qualifi ed 
candidate will be one with a combi-
nation of either four years of college 
level accounting or full-time equiva-
lent experience in bookkeeping. Call 
David Johnson at (405) 721-5651 

extension 132 or email resume 
to David Johnson at djohnson@
archokc.org.

Elementary School openings 
St. Mary Catholic School (Guth-
rie) is accepting applications for 
the 14-15 school year for a 5th 
grade teacher and part time Span-
ish teacher.  Interested applicants 
should send a cover letter, copy of 
teacher certifi cation and resume to 
Jacque Cook at principal@stmarys-
guthrie.com or fax to (405) 282-
2924.

Junior high science teacher 
   All Saints Catholic School in 
Norman seeks applicants for a 
junior high science teacher for the 
2014-2015 school year. The teacher 
is responsible for teaching: earth 
science, life science and physical 
science as well as co-chairing the 
school science fair. All applicants 
must hold Oklahoma teacher 
certifi cation.  Please send resume 
to: Dana Wade, All Saints Catholic 
School, 4001 36th Avenue, N.W., 
Norman, Oklahoma 73072.

Middle School Teaching Position 
   St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Cath-
olic School (Edmond) is accepting 
applications for the 14-15 school 
year for a Middle School Language 
Arts teacher, secondary certifi cation 
is preferred.  Interested applicants 

should send a cover letter, copy of 
teacher certifi cation and resume 
to Angie Howard at ahoward@
stjohn-catholic.org or fax to (405) 
340-9627.

High School Teaching Positions 
  Mount St. Mary High School 
(Oklahoma City) is accepting appli-
cations for the 14-15 school year for 
the following subject areas: Math, 
English, Science, Reading and 
Spanish, Instructional Technology 
and Computer Applications with 
Pre-AP/AP experience preferred.  
Interested applicants should send a 
cover letter, copy of teacher certifi -
cation and resume to Talita DeNegri 
at tdenegri@mountstmary.org or fax 
to (405) 631-9209.  EOE.
 
8th Grade Teacher 
   Sacred Heart Catholic School 
in El Reno is seeking a Middle 
School Certifi ed teacher with En-
glish, Literature, Science, or  Social 
Studies certifi cation. Please submit 
an Archdiocesan application along 
with current resume to Mrs. Shan-
non Statton, Sacred Heart Catholic 
School, 210 South Evans El Reno, 
OK 73036, or by email to sstat-
tonsacredheart@live.com.

Elementary School Principal 
   St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School 
in Edmond, Oklahoma is seeking 
an Elementary School Principal. 

Candidates for the PreK-8th grade 
school of approximately 400 stu-
dents must be practicing Catholics, 
hold a master’s degree in educa-
tional administration or related 
fi eld, and have at least fi ve years of 
educational experience. Exceptional 
communication skills and enthu-
siasm for maintaining an excellent 
academic and religious oriented 
school is necessary for candidates 
seeking this position.  Contact the 
Offi ce of the Superintendent, P.O. 
Box 332180, Oklahoma City, OK or 
call (405) 721-4202 to request an 
application.

Elementary School Principal 
   St. Philip Neri Catholic School 
in Midwest City is seeking an 
Elementary School Principal.  All 
candidates for this preK- 8th grade 
school of approximately 200 stu-
dents located in Midwest City, Okla-
homa must be practicing Catholics, 
hold a master’s degree in educa-
tional administration or related 
fi eld, and have at least fi ve years of 
educational experience. Exceptional 
communication skills and enthu-
siasm for maintaining an excellent 
academic and religious oriented 
school is necessary for candidates 
seeking this position.  Contact the 
Offi ce of the Superintendent, P.O. 
Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK or 
call (405) 721-4202 to request an 
application.

Briefs
March for Life set for April 21 
The 2014 March for Life OKC 

will begin with Mass at 9 a.m. 
April 21 at the Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help (3214 Lake 
Ave., Oklahoma City). Father Brian 
Buettner will celebrate. The March 
will start immediately after Mass 
and will progress to the east side 
of the Capitol where a Rally for Life 
will begin at 11 a.m. Attendees will 
have an opportunity after the rally 
to go into the Capitol and speak 
with representatives about their 
pro-life concerns. “Please come and 
be counted as one of many pro-lif-
ers in Oklahoma,” organizers said 
in a fl ier. “Looking forward to seeing 
you there.”

Saint John Nepomuk Inquiry 
class to begin April 22

Saint John Nepomuk Catholic 
Church at 600 Garth Brooks Blvd. 
in Yukon, Okla., will offer a six-
week session of Inquiry classes 
beginning at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 22. Inquiry classes are a time 
to “come and see” what the Catho-
lic Church is about.  It is a time to 
ask questions about the faith and 
the process of becoming Catholic.  
For more information contact the 
Church offi ce at (405) 354-2743.

ACCW to sponsor biennial con-
vention April 26

The Oklahoma City Archdiocesan 
Council of Catholic Women will 
host its 18th biennial convention 
“Be the Voice of Catholic Wom-
en: Confi dence, Hope and Joy” on 
Saturday, April 26, at the Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Oklahoma City. Hospitality and 
registration begins at 9 a.m. to 9:45 
a.m., and the convention starts at 
10 a.m. Keynote speaker will be 
Sister Catherine (Kay) Powers, CND. 
Registration is $25 and includes a 
catered lunch. The event is open 
to all women in the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City, but reservations are 
required and the deadline to reserve 
a space is April 22.  For more infor-
mation, call Barbara Wann at (580) 
875-2278 or Mary Ann Schmitt at 
(405) 943-5758.  

Saint Ann Retirement Center 
annual Health Fair is April 30

Saint Ann Retirement Center 
(7501 W. Britton Road, Oklahoma 
City) will host its Annual Health 
Fair and Open House from 10:00 
a.m. to 3:00 pm. Wednesday, April 
30, in the Grand Theater and 
Atrium areas of the community. 
Healthy snacks will be served and 
entertainment will be provided. Rep-
resentatives from various health-re-
lated organizations will be on hand 
to discuss health issues and the 
services they provide. The event will 
also feature drawings throughout 
the day for wonderful gifts provided 
by the generous vendors.  Tours will 
be available, and Saint Ann’s does 
have a few openings at this time.  
Ask about the April special for a 
great opportunity to save money 
and move into a beautiful com-
munity. For more information, call 
Richard Amend at (405) 721-0747.

April 30 deadline to register for 
Holy Land pilgrimage

Father Lourdu Ponnapatti, pastor 

of Saint Matthew’s Catholic Church 
in Elk City, Okla., will lead a 10-day 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land from 
Sept. 1 to Sept. 10, 2014. The trip 
includes three nights in Tiberius in 
Galilee and four nights in Jerusa-
lem. The $3,899 cost, double occu-
pancy, includes roundtrip airfare 
from Oklahoma City on United and 
Austrian airlines, current air fuel 
surcharges and taxes,  four-out-of-
fi ve-star hotels with private baths, 
spa facilities, famous Israeli buffet 
breakfasts and table d’hote dinners 
daily, daily Mass, licensed tour 
guide, deluxe AC motorcoach and 
all entrance fees as per itinerary. 
Deposit is $300 each by April 30, 
and fi nal payment is due June 1, 
2014. For brochures and additional 
information, contact Melani Roewe 
at (405) 293-2003 or 1 (888) 980-
9837, or email MRoewe@unitours.
com.

Center for Family Love to host 
“Masters” golf tournament

The Center for Family Love 
Parent and Guardian Association 
will sponsor its “CFL Masters” golf 
tournament May 3, 2014, at King-
fi sher Golf Course. The tournament 
will have an 8:30 a.m. shotgun 
start (doors open at 7:30 a.m.) and 
will feature hole-in-one-contests, 
raffl e prizes, door prizes and lunch. 
Awards and prizes will be given in 
two fl ights. To register, visit www.
clfmasters.com. Registration is $65 
for individuals or $240 for teams. 
Sponsorship opportunities are also 
still available. For more information, 
contact Ed Alvord at (405) 314-8171 
or Janna Smith at (405) 368-5152.

Archbishop to preside at annual 
nurses’ Mass and dinner

“Nurses Leading the Way” is the 
theme for National Nurses Week 
celebrated in May. On Thursday, 
May 15, 2014, Archbishop Coakley 
will preside at a 5:30 p.m. Mass 
honoring our nurses. The Mass will 
be at the Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City 
followed by dinner in the Monsignor 
Connor center. Sponsors include 
Mercy Hospital, Saint Anthony 
Hospital and Catholic Charities. At 
the dinner, Barney Semtner of the 
Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma 
will present the annual Catholic 
Nurse of the year award.  Mercy 
Community Outreach nurse Glenda 
Bronson, parish nurse Caryl Pra-
ti, nurses Dianna Robayo and Pat 
Foster, nurse educator Carol Bryant 
and Catholic Charities Faith Com-
munity Health Ministry coordinator 
Colleen Bishop helped to plan the 
event. For more information or to 
RSVP contact Glenda Bronson, R.N. 
at (405) 936-5226.

Blessed Sacrament Church to 
host concert on newly rebuilt 
pipe organ May 4

Blessed Sacrament Church 
announces an inaugural concert 
on the newly rebuilt pipe organ 
at 3 p.m. Sunday, May 4. John 
Schwandt, Ph.D., director of the 
American Organ Institute at the 
University of Oklahoma and the 
leader of the team that designed 
and executed the rebuild, will be the 
guest performer.
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APRIL
20 Easter Holy Day of Obligation

21 The 2014 March for Life OKC 
will begin with Mass at 9 a.m. 
April 21 at the Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help (3214 Lake 
Ave., Oklahoma City). Father Brian 
Buettner will celebrate. The March 
will start immediately after Mass and 
will progress to the east side of the 
Capitol where a Rally for Life will be-
gin at 11 a.m. Attendees will have an 
opportunity after the rally to go into 
the Capitol and speak with represen-
tatives about their pro-life concerns.

22 Open house at St. Philip Neri 
Catholic School from 1:30 – 3:30 
p.m. St. Philip Neri Catholic School 
offers a premier private school ed-
ucation close to home for children 
in Pre-K through 8th grade.  The 
school is located at 1121 Felix Place, 
Midwest City, (405)737-4496 st-
philipnerisch ool.com.

24  Devotion to The Precious 
Blood Of Jesus. An unfailing means 
of tapping the inexhaustible mercy 
of God from the source of our salva-
tion. No one who is devoted to the 
Wounds and Blood of Jesus can be 
lost. Thursdays 9 p.m. -12:30 a.m. 
St. James Church 4201 S. McKin-
ley, OKC. Loan at (405) 420-2527 
(Bilingual). 

25 St. Thomas More University 
Parish Golf Tournament, at West-
wood Golf Course. 8 a.m. shotgun 
start. In addition to the golf tourna-

ment, there will be a silent auction 
and raffl e items. For more infor-
mation, contact Elena Cubbage at 
(405) 329-7288.

25 “Celebrating the Gift of Music” 
7:30 p.m. (rescheduled from Dec. 
6, 2013) at St. Eugene’s Catholic 
Church, 2400 W. Hefner Road, 
Oklahoma City. 

27 Divine Mercy Sunday

27 “Blue Sunday” day of prayer. 
On this day, all churches, regard-
less of denomination, have been 
asked to pray for the victims of child 
abuse and for those who rescue 
them.

27 Special service to celebrate 
Divine Mercy Sunday at St. Fran-
cis of Assisi Catholic Church from 
3-4 p.m. Doors will open at 2:30. St. 
Francis of Assisi Catholic Church is 
located at 1901 NW 18th. For more 
information call Theresa at (405) 
816-2727.

27 Dedication of New Steeple at 
Church of St. Mary, Guthrie at 6 p.m.

28  Christ the King Catholic 
School Golf Tournament at Quail 
Creek Golf Course with a1 p.m. 
shotgun start. For more information, 
contact Nicole Dell’Osso at (405) 
761-0895.

MAY
1 Sung Vespers at St. Thomas More, 
Norman, 7 p.m. 

2 First Friday Sacred Heart Mass 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center. 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
is at 5:30 p.m. with the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation available prior to 
Mass.  Mass is at 7 p.m.  For more 
information call the Offi ce of Family 
Life at (405) 721-8944.

2 Mass in the Extraordinary form 
will be said at 7 p.m. on Friday night 
and 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, at St. 
Wenceslaus Church, Prague, 304 
Jim Thorpe Boulevard.

3  The Lay Missionaries of Charity, 
the Secular (Lay) Order of Blessed 
Teresa of Calcutta, at St. John the 
Baptist Parish, Edmond, on the 1st 
and 3rd Saturday of each month 
with Mass at 7:30 a.m. in the Chap-
el.  For more information call Toni 
Harrelson, lmc at (405) 341-2199 or 
lmcoklahoma@sbcglobal.net.

4 The Secular Franciscan Order 
of St. Claire Fraternity meets at 
1:15 p.m. the fi rst Sunday of the 
month at St. Thomas More Church 
in Norman in the Library. All are wel-
come. If you would like to learn how 
Francis lived plan to attend one of 
our meetings. For more information 
call Alice at (405) 473-7680.

4 Inaugural concert on the newly 
rebuilt pipe organ at Blessed Sacra-
ment Church, Lawton, at 3 p.m. 

4 Byzantine Divine Liturgy will be 
celebrated by Fr. Phil Seeton at St. 
Mark’s parish in Norman at 5:30 
p.m.

5 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic 
School Golf Scramble at Kicking-
bird Golf Course. 1 p.m. shotgun 
start. For more information, contact 
Marcus Newby at (405) 206-9305.

9 Bingo at St. Joseph’s parish, 
Norman in the gym. Light supper is 
served at 6:30 p.m. Games begin at 
7 p.m. with a fi rst session, followed 
by a second session around 8:30 
p.m. Each 10 game packet is $5, 
includes one free Blackout game.

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
405-514-7660

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Servicing
Oklahoma

Agents Wanted

Full time agent
positions
available. To
learn more, call
Kevin Pierce at
405-514-7660.

Does your
family have

the strength of
the shield?

Call your agent today to learn more
about the Knights of Columbus and
the great products we have to offer.

“My husband Kevin was so
passionate about the
importance of taking care of
our family. He was the kind of
guy people would look at and
say, ‘That is the kind of father
or husband I want to be.’ 

“I know too many people
who don’t have life
insurance and haven’t taken
the steps to protect their
family. 

“Now, I am an advocate
for life insurance. Without
it, I would have ended up in
bankruptcy, questioning
how I would have raised the
kids.”  — Dorothy, a K of C
insured member’s widow

SECURITY WHEN
YOU NEED IT MOST.

Whole Life • Term • Retirement • Annuities • Long-Term Care • IRA

Ric Moore
405-641-9582
Richard.Moore@
kofc.org
Councils: 6477,
10822, 11237,
12669

Trey Welker
Assistant GA  
405-850-4092
Trey.Welker@
kofc.org
Councils: 3113,
3220, 8204

Chris O'Lague
405-343-9661
Chris.OLague@
kofc.org
Councils: 1018, 5160,
8523, 9901, 11648,
12108, 12605, 12819,
3556, 5168, 5354,
12382

Jody Snowder
405-474-6192
Jody.Snowder@
kofc.org
Councils: 767, 3101,
4601, 5440, 6478,
12518, 14744, 8633

Rob Blakely 
405-243-8324
Robert.Blakely@
kofc.org
Councils: 916, 1038,
1044, 1053, 5266,
13366, 949, 1533, 1537,
1903, 2974, 3309, 3336,
4042, 9334, 11135

Troy Snow
918-856-9303
Troy.Snow@kofc.org
Councils: 1104, 1302,
1677, 10388, 11194,
11734, 11959, 13313,
14248, 775, 4519,
7392, 9333, 14106

Chad McAulif
918-284-0685
Chad.McAulif@
kofc.org
Councils: 6606, 962,
4804, 9668, 4721, 7395,
8433, 13828, 3167,
14448, 14220, 11633

Michael Calhoun
405-990-0572
Michael.Calhoun@
kofc.org
Councils: 965, 1287,
5396, 5759, 4026, 
4598, 11909, 4889,
9583, 9900, 2604

To watch an
agent in action,

scan here...

Save the date and tune in!
May 6 and 7 – 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.  Call 1-800-891-

8589 to give us your feedback, suggestions or 
ideas for programs and to talk to our local guests! 
We will also be able to take your pledge informa-
tion over the phone or you can donate online at 
www.okcatholicb roadcasting.com and click the 
Donate link.

RADIOTHON for Oklahoma Catholic Radio 
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One week remains until canonizations of Popes John Paul II and John XXIII

In a ceremony expected to bring 
3 million people to Rome and the 
Vatican, Blessed Pope John Paul II 
and Blessed Pope John XXIII will be 
canonized saints on April 27, Divine 
Mercy Sunday. In the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, many look back 
on the experiences of Vatican II, a 
milestone of the Church convoked 
by Pope John XXIII. Others remem-
ber traveling to Denver in 1993 to 
spend World Youth Day with Pope 
John Paul II.

Born Karol Wojtyla on May 18, 
1920, Pope John Paul II reached 
adulthood as the Nazis were oc-
cupying Poland and oppressing 
the Church. Wojtyla studied for 
the priesthood in an underground 
seminary. He was ordained Nov. 1, 
1946, and spent his time working 
with university students and immi-
grants, helping to write many of the 
documents of Vatican II and study-
ing and teaching philosophy and 
theology. After he was elected pope 
in 1978, John Paul II traveled the 
world extensively, established World 
Youth Day celebrations and canon-
ized 482 saints. He is known for his 
teachings on Theology of the Body 
and his enthusiasm for the New 
Evangelization.

Pope John XXIII was born Angelo 
Roncalli Nov. 25, 1881, in Sotto il 
Monte, Italy. He came from a large 
family of sharecroppers. Roncalli 
was ordained on Aug. 10, 1904. In 
1915, he was drafted into the Italian 
army and served as a chaplain 
during World War I. After the war he 
became a bishop and served as Ap-
ostolic Delegate to Bulgaria, Turkey, 
Greece and France. World War II 
began while Roncalli was in Greece, 
and he assisted Jews to escape the 

country. In 1958, he was elected 
pope. He made history by summon-
ing the Second Vatican Council. 
Known as “the good Pope,” John 
XXIII spent almost the entire 20th 
century teaching and preaching to 
the faithful.

Director of New Evangelization 
Carole Brown, Ph. D., and Sister 
Maria of the Trinity, who leads the 
Gospel of Life Dwelling mission near 
Saint James Church in Oklahoma 
City, are attending the canonization.

Brown revealed that on her fi rst 
trip to Rome, from December 1996 
to January 1997, she was able 
to meet Pope John Paul II and to 
attend Mass in his private chapel. 
Both popes have had a profound 
effect on her faith.

“Blessed John XXIII launched the 
Second Vatican Council before I was 
born, so I am a child of the Church 
of the Second Vatican Council,” said 
Brown. “Vatican II prepared the way 
for the New Evangelization in the 

Catholic Church, which has become 
a consuming passion for me.”

In reading John Paul II’s “Cat-
echesis in our Times,” Brown dis-
covered “Not only were we meant to 

have an explicit personal attachment 
to Jesus, but we were meant to have 
‘intimacy’ with him. The more I read 
from John Paul II, the more certain 
I was that the New Evangelization 
was the answer for the problems 
besetting the Church.”

Sister Maria was able to obtain 
the plane tickets for the trip through 
the generosity of a friend. For her, 
“It’s not tourism; it’s a pilgrimage in 
prayer.”

She recalled that in Archbishop 
Paul Coakley’s pastoral letter “Go 
Make Disciples,” he said, “The call to 
baptism is the call to heroic sanctity, 
the call to become a saint.”

The canonization, Sister Maria 
said, is a “call to holiness, not just 
a procedure in the Church. All of 
us can become saints in our own 
unique way.”

Brianna Osborne is a staff writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic and the 
editor of the Sooner Catholic enews-
letter, available at https://uno.
fl ocknote.com/list/126932. 

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic

If You Can’t Go
Watch the local broadcast instead!

When: EWTN will broadcast the canonizations of Blessed John 
XXIII and Blessed John Paul II live at 2:30 a.m. CDT on Sunday, 
April 27. It will repeat air at 6 p.m. on Sunday and again at 10 p.m. 
on Monday, April 28. Several interesting programs will air in the 
days before and after the canonizations, including “In the Footsteps 
of John Paul the Great,” the story of a pilgrimage to Poland and 
“Pope John XXIII: The Saint,” a documentary. The website http://
www.ewtn.com/canonization/2popes/index.asp offers a complete 
schedule.

Where: Your television set! Check local listings to fi nd EWTN 
channel.

Why: To participate from afar in this momentous event in the 
life of the Church. For more information on these two soon-to-be 
saints, visit http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/index.htm.

Blessed John XXIII and Blessed John Paul II. (CNS photos)

Metro Hispanic Initiative: Archdiocese to purchase property with plans to establish new parish

OKLAHOMA CITY (March 27, 
2014) — The Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City has entered a contract to 
purchase property in south Okla-
homa City with the intent to build 
a new church and possibly estab-
lish a new parish to serve Span-
ish-speaking Catholics in the south 
part of Oklahoma City, Archbishop 
Paul Coakley announced March 
27 at a meeting with priests of the 
metro area.

“The Latino community through-
out the Archdiocese, throughout 
the state, continues to grow rapidly 
and to bring many, many gifts to 
our community,” Archbishop Coak-
ley said. “(We want to be) able to 
respond adequately and suitably to 
the pastoral needs of this growing 
population.”

The action comes at the recom-
mendation of an archdiocesan task 
force that was formed to address 
the stated archdiocesan goal to 
begin implementation of a plan 
to alleviate the overcrowding of 
churches with signifi cant Hispanic 
populations in the metropolitan 
Oklahoma City area by May 1, 
2014.

The goal to alleviate church 
crowding – or the Metro Hispanic 
Initiative – falls under the archdioc-
esan priority of Hispanic Ministry, 

one of three priorities laid out un-
der the overall archdiocesan vision 
to “Go Make Disciples.” Both the 
vision and the three archdiocesan 
priorities were discerned through 
a 13-month process that included 
listening sessions across the arch-
diocese.

The recommendation to purchase 
property for a large new church is 
just one of many recommendations 
from the Metro Hispanic Initiative 
task force.

Other recommendations include 
all of the following: (1) Assess tem-
porary space options for the new 
parish until construction can begin 

and conclude on the new proper-
ty; (2) Sponsor and empower new 
teams of leaders to ensure ongoing 
discernment and implementation 
of recommendations; (3) Conduct 
three meetings over the next fi ve 
to seven months to update priests 
and pastors of Hispanic Ministry 
progress; (4) Encourage the priests’ 
Personnel Board to schedule a 
two-to-three meeting session to 
specifi cally and strategically think 
through parish assignments with 
Hispanic ministry in mind; (5) form 
and inspire major constituencies 
on the value of the larger vision to 
“Go Make Disciples” and the His-

panic Ministry priority; (6) invite 
additional Hispanic priests into the 
archdiocese to minister exclusively 
to the larger Hispanic community; 
and (7) identify, invite and devel-
op vocations within the Hispanic 
community.

With these recommendations, the 
task force concludes its work. Mov-
ing forward, Father Joseph Jacobi, 
pastor of Church of the Holy Spirit 
in Mustang, Okla., will shepherd 
the transition from the work of 
the task force to the work of the 
new teams who will be charged to 
actually implement the recommen-
dations.

While many details of the Metro 
Hispanic Initiative still have to be 
determined, priests at the meeting 
expressed excitement and optimism 
about the direction of Hispanic 
Ministry in the archdiocese.

“We’re doing something after a 
long, long pause,” said Father Jack 
Feehily, pastor of Saint Andrew 
Church in Moore, Okla.

Father Scott Boeckman, vicar for 
priests and pastor of Saint Joseph 
Church in Norman, Okla., said 
he sees the Initiative as giving the 
voiceless a voice.

“That something’s actually being 
done is so important – and that the 
archbishop is the one excited about 
it … is wonderful to see,” he said.

By The Sooner Catholic Staff

Archbishop Paul Coakley presents a map of proposed site of new parish center.


