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Go Make Disciples

National shrine invites pilgrims during jubilee year

During this Jubilee Year of Mercy, Catholics are 
encouraged to avail themselves of the Holy Doors 
located throughout the archdiocese. One of those 
doors is the Holy Door, marked in red, at the 
National Shrine of the Infant Jesus of Prague in 
Prague, Okla.

The National Shrine of the Infant Jesus of 
Prague was founded in 1949 under Bishop Eu-
gene McGuinness.

After fi rst being served by various missionar-
ies in a small wooden church built in 1899, the 
Catholic people of Prague built a larger church at 
its current location in 1909, dedicated by Bishop 
Theophile Meerschaert. When a tornado destroyed 
the church 10 years later, a new brick parish was 
built, and then a third larger church was erected 
to accommodate the increasing population after 
World War II. 

At the urging of the Sisters of Mercy, a statue 
of The Infant Jesus of Prague arrived in Prague 
in 1947 and Father George Johnson placed it in 
Saint Wenceslaus Church. A few years later, it be-
came a site for The National Shrine to The Infant 

Jesus of Prague.
Kim Steele, offi ce manager at the National 

Shrine, said the jubilee year is an opportunity for 
families to grow in faith, and build memories. One 
family recently drove from Kansas to take part 
in the parish’s regular monthly pilgrimage at the 
shrine. 

“They came here excited to pass through the 
door,” she said.

The Holy Door at the National Shrine is open 
from 9 a.m. until sundown, seven days a week, 
until Nov. 20, the end of the Jubilee Year of Mercy. 

Those who pass through a Holy Door receive 
a plenary indulgence, which is remission of all 
temporal punishment due to sin whose guilt has 
already been forgiven, under the conditions that 
they are in the state of grace, not attached to 
venial sin, go to confession, receive Holy Commu-
nion, and pray an Our Father, a Hail Mary and 
a Glory Be or other prayers for the intentions of 
Pope Francis within 20 days of passing through 
the Holy Door. 

One plenary indulgence may be attained per 
day. A person seeking the indulgence may apply 
it either to himself or herself or to the souls in 
purgatory.  

Those who are homebound do not need to pass 
through a Holy Door to obtain the indulgence, but 
must comply with the other conditions.

Those who are incarcerated and, therefore, 
unable to pass through one of the Holy Doors may 
obtain the indulgence when they pass through 
the door of the prison chapel and comply with the 
same conditions. This is in keeping with the Year 
of Mercy.

There are eight locations with Holy Doors in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. In addition to 
Prague, there are Holy Doors at The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help and Saint Joseph 
Old Cathedral in Oklahoma City; Saint Gregory’s 
Abbey in Shawnee; Blessed Sacrament in Lawton; 
Holy Cross in Madill; Saint Mary in Ponca City; 
and Saint Peter in Woodward.

Each location of a Holy Door has a booklet for 
each person who passes through that is called a 
passport, which pilgrims are encouraged to have 
stamped at each site.

After visiting three sites, the pilgrim is eligible to 
receive a commemorative pin for the Year of Mercy 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center in Oklahoma City. 

By Ted King
For the Sooner Catholic

Fr. Long Phan greets pilgrims at the Holy Door of the National 
Shrine. Photo provided.

The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help 
3214 N. Lake, OKC 73118
(405) 525-2349
http://cathedralokc.org
Mon.-Sun.: 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 
Saint Joseph Old Cathedral
307 N.W. 4, OKC 73102
(405) 235-4565 
www.stjosepholdcathedral.org
Mon.-Fri.: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Sat.: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sun.: 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 
Saint Wenceslaus
304 Jim Thorpe Blvd., Prague 74864
(405) 567-3080
www.iopshrine.org
Mon.-Sun.: 9 a.m. to sunset 

Saint Gregory’s Abbey 
1900 W. MacArthur, Shawnee 74804
(405) 878-5491
www.monksok.org
Mon.-Sun.: 5:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.

Saint Peter 
2020 Oklahoma Ave., Woodward
(580) 256-5305
http://stpeternwok.com 
Sun.: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Mon.-Sat.: Call for tour
 
Saint Mary 
707 E Ponca Ave., Ponca City 74601
(580) 765-7794
www.stmarypc.com
Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sat.: 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Sun.: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
 
Holy Cross 
14 W. Francis St., Madill 73446
(580) 795-3721
First Friday of the month: Noon to 
midnight
 
Blessed Sacrament 
12 S.W. 7, Lawton 73502
Call ahead (580) 355-2054
www.blessedsacramentlawton.org 
Mon.-Sun.: 9 a.m. to sunset 

Archbishop Coakley joined a dele-
gation from Catholic Relief Services 
in February to visit families, schools, 
Syrian and Iraqi refugees and ser-
vice programs provided through 
partnerships between CRS, Caritas, 
the local church and other agencies 
in Ghana, Jordan and Lebanon. 
The delegation, which included 
CRS president and chief executive, 
Dr. Carolyn Woo, also was invited 
to participate in the Regional Con-
ference of West African Bishops in 
Accra, Ghana.

Among the stops were the offi ces of 
CRS Lebanon in Beirut and Caritas 

Jordan that serve refugees on the 
grounds of the Italian Hospital in 
Amman, meetings with Syrian and 
Iraqi refugees, and visits to various 
sites including a school and a home 
for victims of human traffi cking.

Headquartered in Baltimore, CRS 
eases suffering and provides assis-
tance to people in need, without re-
gard to race, religion or nationality. 
Overseas, CRS works through CRS 
offi ces located in Africa, Asia, Eu-
rope, the Middle East, Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean. Archbishop 
Coakley serves as chairman of the 
CRS board.                    See page 2

Archbishop, Catholic relief 
survey international generosity 

Archbishop Coakley talks with parishioners and Catholic refugees following Mass in Amman, Jordan. 
Photo Murad Saldawi for CRS/Caritas Jordan.
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

To fi nd more about 
Lenten missions and other 
events in the archdiocese, 
go online to www.archokc.
org/briefs.

Register for the Summer 
2016 sessions of OLOG 
youth camp! Go online to 
www.archokc.org to see a 
video showing the different 
activities available at the 
camp.

Get the latest updates 
on the New Evangelization 
in the archdiocese online at 
www.newevangelizationokc.
blogspot.com

Plus, don’t miss daily up-
dates on Facebook, Twit-

ter and Instagram!

Find more 
news on the 

website

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

As I sit to compose this column, my mind and 
memory are fl ooded with thoughts and images of the 
past 11 days when I traveled with Catholic Relief Ser-
vices to two very different parts of the world. 

The fi rst leg of the journey was to the Middle East 
where we visited the work CRS is engaged in with its 
various partners in Lebanon and Jordan. Next, we 
traveled to Ghana at the invitation of the bishops of 
West Africa to participate in the plenary assembly 
of the Regional Episcopal Conference of West Africa. 
CRS and the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
have been engaged in humanitarian and pastoral 
projects for many years in solidarity with the Church 
in Africa. What follows are somewhat random ac-
counts of what I was privileged to witness and now 
feel compelled to share.

Against the backdrop of the striking landscapes, 
varied cultures and rich history of Lebanon and 
Jordan, my attention was drawn to the tremendous 
human suffering that is sweeping across that region 
of the world. Because of political unrest and violent 
extremism in Iraq and Syria, neighboring countries 
have been fl ooded with literally millions of refugees 
and displaced persons fl eeing persecution. CRS and 
its Caritas partners have stepped in to support amaz-
ing projects that bring hope and save lives every day. 

In Beirut, we visited a retention center where 
undocumented persons are being held in squalid 
conditions in a makeshift government facility under-
neath an urban overpass. CRS and our partners are 
providing comfort and relief, and even assisting with 
the construction of a new facility where these vulner-
able persons will be able to explore the legal recourse 
available to them in dignity.

We visited a shelter for dozens of women who have 
been traffi cked by unscrupulous employers who lured 
them as domestic workers only to withhold from them 
their wages and passports, thus reducing them to a 
modern form of slavery that has become all too com-
mon around the world.

Not surprisingly, many of these women, mostly 
from Africa, also have been victims of sexual and 
physical abuse. They are being lovingly cared for in a 
secret location above a Catholic school in Beirut by a 
team of religious and lay women with the support of 
CRS.

We met over lunch with a remarkable Good Shep-
herd Sister, Sister Marie Claude Naddaf, who de-
scribed the work she is able to do with CRS support 
in serving refugees in Lebanon and Syria. Her joy 
and indomitable spirit reminded me of a 21st century 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta. 

One of the truly hopeful places we visited was an 
interfaith center called in Arabic, “Adyan,” which 
means “religions.” This institute led by a Maronite 
priest and a Muslim woman scholar is working to 
build bridges and understanding through education 
and inter-cultural initiatives. It is one of the truly 

effective peacebuilding 
efforts in the region.

In Jordan, CRS has 
worked in partnership 
with Caritas Jordan on 
many projects. One of 
the sites we visited was 
located at the modern 
Italian Hospital in Am-
man. There, refugees, 
primarily from Syria, are 
able to register for assistance, ranging from health 
services to psycho-social counseling to basic food and 
shelter.

Undoubtedly, one of the projects that I was most 
proud of was the fruit of a new partnership between 

CRS, the Knights of Columbus and Car-
itas Jordan. The Knights have provided 
funding to support an education project 
for displaced Syrian refugee children 
housed in a local Catholic parochial 
school. Children who have been out of 
school for as many as three years due 
to the disruption of war and having to 
fl ee their homeland are able to attend 
classes that help them catch up to their 
normal grade level. 

At the same parish, we also celebrat-
ed Mass with a group of Iraqi Catholic 
refugees who had fl ed to Amman from 
Mosul after their ancient Christian city 
was overrun by ISIS. Their stories are 
heartbreaking, but their hope is intact.

In Ghana, we were welcomed by the 
bishops of the 12 or so West African na-
tions that comprise their regional epis-
copal conference, RECOWA. In addition 
to participating in the general sessions 

of the gathering, it afforded an opportunity for Dr. 
Carolyn Woo, CRS president and chief executive, the 
CRS country and regional staff as well as staff of the 
USCCB, and me to interact with the bishops about 
matters of mutual interest in our ongoing collabora-
tions. 

One of the CRS projects that I was able to visit in 
Accra, the capital of Ghana where the meeting was 
held, was a program housed in a local parish and 
supported by the Archdiocesan Marriage and Family 
Life Offi ce. CRS has helped develop a program called 
Faithful House. It arose in response the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic in Africa as a way to slow the spread of that 
terrible disease by promoting fi delity in marriage. It 
has become an enormously successful marriage en-
richment program.

An element that was subsequently added to Faith-
ful House has been a robust Natural Family Planning 
component that 
teaches and sup-
ports couples who 
wish to achieve or 
plan pregnancies, 
and remain faith-
ful to the Church’s 
teaching on respon-
sible parenthood.

Every time I have 
been privileged to 
travel to one of the 
countries where CRS 
works on behalf of 
U.S. Catholics, I 
have been enriched 
in unimaginable 
ways. This trip did 
not disappoint. 
Catholic Relief Ser-
vices gives American 
Catholics an opportunity to practice global solidarity 
as an expression of our Catholic faith through the 
works of justice and mercy. 

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

A journey of faith and solidarity



St. Patrick’s Breastplate
Christ be with me, Christ 

within me. Christ behind me, 
Christ before me. Christ beside 
me, Christ to win me. Christ to 
comfort me and restore me.

Christ beneath me, Christ 
above me. Christ in quiet, Christ 
in danger. Christ in hearts of all 
that love me. Christ in mouth of 
friend or stranger.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

The ridge in Jordan from which Moses viewed the Promised Land, Mount 
Nebo, provides views of the Dead Sea, the Valley of Jericho and Bethlehem 
in the distance. Photos Archbishop Coakley.

Sr. Marie Claude Naddaf.

Many people have felt the satisfaction of helping 
someone. In salvation history, we fi nd many ex-
amples of important solutions arrived at because 
someone received good advice. King Hezekiah, for 
example, avoided the destruction of Jerusalem, 
after having sought the advice of Isaiah (2 Kings 
19).

There is a great need for counsel and good 
counselors. Good counsel can help defi ne “what it 
is that we need to do.”  

Here are some clues on how to give good advice:
• The basic principle when we counsel is to help 

someone orient themselves confi dently toward 
good, and avoid evil. The counsel or advice may 
not contradict our Christian discipleship. It is 
necessary to ask for divine assistance. Remember 
that this action involves the exercise of the Holy 
Spirit’s gift of counsel. 

• “Amicus Plato, sed magis amica veritas” is a 

Latin phrase, translating to “Plato is my friend, 
but truth is a better friend.” Honesty in counsel 
requires a clear understanding that the good that 
is sought is beyond the “pleasure principle.” Good 
advice does not seek to satisfy our own or anoth-
er’s personal taste. 

• Good advice, counsel, does not contradict or 
manipulate the conscience of others. When some-
one asks for advice, it is a sign they are searching 
for some light or insights, clues to better under-
stand and effectively solve a challenge. We must 
respect the decisions of the person being coun-
seled. The Gospel is liberating: good advice seeks 
to bring greater freedom, not greater dependence 
(Mk 10:17).

• You need to practice humility and prudence. 
One should avoid the attitudes of “guru” or “mag-
ical adviser.”

• The desire to help others could lead us to an 
opinion about almost anything. But, you have to 
assess the matter in question: it’s not the same 
thing to give advice on a specifi c brand of car and 

to give advice on a vocational issue – a decision 
that will affect their whole lives. Maybe the best 
counsel is to refer the person seeking counsel 
to someone better prepared. There is nothing 
shameful or wrong in accepting your limitations.

How to give good counsel or advice is something 
to be learned. Learning Saint Ignatius’ Rules of 
Discernment is good place to start. But, every-
day good Catholic living brings its own wisdom. 
We value the experiences that have allowed us 
to grow, and from here in good conscience, we 
quietly share our way of seeing things through 
the eyes of faith.

Good intentions are not good enough. A psy-
chologist tells us:

• Provide information about options. Avoid 
thinking you know more than the person you are 
counseling. “While you can have great expertise 
on an issue, the person making the decision has 
more experience on the specifi c decision.”

• Help them think about the problem. “Some-
times, having a positive impact involves the delib-

erate choice of not persuading.”
There is a phrase that has 

helped decipher my own situa-
tions: “The big problem in com-
munication is that we listen to 
respond and not to understand.” 

To empathize, “feel as the 
other feels,” for a moment, before 
speaking, which allows a few sim-
ple words, from what we honestly 
think, to be transformed into 
something effective for a child, a 
friend, a co-worker and even a 
stranger.

Our Lady of Good Counsel, help 
us counsel others with love.
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Did Saint Therese of Lisieux send roses to Pope Francis in Mexico?

MEXICO CITY – When Pope Fran-
cis made a surprise stop at a clois-
tered monastery Sunday morning, 
he received a gift from the nuns who 
live there: a large bouquet of white 
roses.

But, was there more to this ges-
ture than meets the eye?

A year ago when Pope Francis 
travelled to the Philippines, he re-
vealed that before each trip or when 
he has a concern, he asks for a rose 
from Saint Therese of Lisieux. He 
has a special devotion for the saint.

“When I don’t know how things 
are going to go, I have the custom 
of asking Saint Therese of the Child 
Jesus to take the problem into her 
hands and send me a rose,” the 
pontiff explained to journalists in 
January 2015.

There’s a special story behind the 
roses he received in Mexico.

His visit to the monastery was not 
on the agenda, and the nuns there 
were not expecting him. The visit’s 
organizers gave just a few minutes’ 
notice to the nuns of the Visitation 
Order of Holy Mary. They did not 
know that he would stop to greet 
them as he passed by their convent 
on his way to Ecatepec.

There are 50 nuns of various 
ages who live at the monastery. The 
last time they left the monastery 
was to vote in the Mexican gener-
al elections. In 2002, when Saint 
John Paul II visited the country, he 
passed by the monastery as well but 
he did not stop. The nuns thought 
that the same thing would happen 
again.

“It was really something exception-
al because we never leave the clois-
ter,” one of the nuns told CNA. She 
requested anonymity out of respect 
for the cloister.

“It was a very great grace to have 
the pope’s visit at our monastery 
door. The people told us that he had 
left the nunciature. They let us know 
he would be coming down the street 
and the security staff told us that if 
we would like to, we should open the 
doors just in case.”

The nun continued, explaining 
that the community “had not pre-
pared anything for greeting the 
pope. One of the people who comes 
to daily Mass brought us white roses 
that day. People are always coming 
to give us things, and we were going 
to place them before Our Lord.”

“At that moment, our mother su-
perior just happened to have those 
roses in her hand, and when there 
she was right in front of the pope, 
she just spontaneously gave them to 
him.”

 The religious did not know about 
the story of the Pope and the roses 
of Saint Therese of Lisieux. They 
were surprised to hear of it.

The pope spent several minutes 
greeting all the religious.  

“He told the mother superior that 
it was a great blessing that we were 
giving our lives (to God) and praying 
for the Church and for him,” the 
nun reported.

Pope Francis blessed the most 
elderly sisters. Then he went up to 
the novices.

“He told them to learn from the 
older ones and to be faithful. Then 
he told us not to forget to pray for 

him and he gave us his blessing,” 
the nun told CNA.

She sees the providential encoun-
ter with the Pope as a confi rmation 
of her vocation.

“It’s worth it to sacrifi ce your life, 
not to be involved in the things of 
the world, to sacrifi ce yourself in the 
cloister. The pope stopped to see us, 
he invited us to value our lives, our 
tradition as contemplative nuns. He 
exhorted us to be faithful.”

She said the pope’s unexpected 
visit “obliges us much more to pray, 
to be constant in our prayer.” She 
said it encouraged the nuns to give 
themselves “day after day, in our 
hidden life so the Church may have 
life and bless our Holy Father.”

There are 90 Visitation monas-

teries in the whole world, with eight 
convents in Mexico. Or all the clois-
tered religious in the country, their 
order has the most novices.

“When the pope left, we returned 
to our cloister and gathered together 
to sing a Te Deum in thanksgiving 
for this visit. We prayed a Salve 
Regina for the pope’s visit to Mexico. 
We sang a Magnifi cat for the bless-
ing this means for our order, and 
even though he came to just this 
monastery, the blessing is for all of 
our communities.”

The order of the Visitation of 
Holy Mary is a religious institute 
of contemplative life founded by 
Saint Francis de Sales and Saint 
Jane Francis de Chantal in 1610 in 
France.

Catholic News Agency

A bronze statue of Alaska’s patroness, St. Therese of Lisiuex, sits outside the chapel 
at the Shrine of St. Therese in Juneau, Alaska, in this 2014 photo. 
CNS photo/Nancy Wiechec.

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Mar. 6 – Mass and blessing of new rectory, 11 a.m., Saint Joseph, Ada
Mar. 7 – Catholic Benefi ts Association board meeting, USCCB offi ces, Washington, D.C.
Mar. 8-9 – Administrative Committee meeting, USCCB, Washington, D.C.
Mar. 10 – Catholic Relief Services board meeting, Baltimore
Mar. 12 – Confi rmation, 2 p.m., Saint Peter, Guymon
Mar. 15 – Department directors meeting, 10 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Mar. 15 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Mar. 15 – Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Mar. 16 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC
Mar. 17-21 – Travel to Rome for ordination of Most Rev. Peter B. Wells, as Apostolic Nuncio in South Africa 
and Botswana, and Titular Archbishop of Marcianopolis

Counseling the doubtful: The second Spiritual Work of Mercy
By Alvaro Marfull-Melendez

Associate director, Offi ce of Hispanic Ministries 



One day in my public high school 
physics course, the teacher appar-
ently did not have a lesson plan 
prepared. Since there was nothing 
else to do, someone produced a 
Ouija board, with which my class-
mates and I began to entertain our-
selves. (This happened before I had 
a solid relationship with Jesus.) 

I did not know it at the time, 
but a battle for my soul had been 
initiated. I was being introduced 
to the world of the occult. After I 
had played with it a few times, one 
of my Christian friends cautioned 
me that it was forbidden for Chris-
tians to consult this kind of thing. 
Because I had great respect for her 
integrity as a person, I stopped.

Looking back, it’s interesting how 
many different ways the occult 
world attempted to intrude upon 
my young life, and how often I 
unwittingly invited its infl uence. I 
suspect I am not unusual in this. 
What begins as an innocent curi-
osity about the future often doesn’t 
end there.

During my physics class, I asked 
a question about the future, the 
“answer” to which haunted me for 
many years. If my friend had not 
offered me this caution, my desire 
to control the outcome of events 
may have lured me even deep-
er into this deceptive practice. I 
am grateful to her for putting the 
brakes on me early. I consider it a 
mercy. 

During my young adult years, I 
had the good fortune to stumble 
into a group of serious Catholics 
who met weekly to pray and seek 
God earnestly together. As our 
friendships grew, there was an old-
er woman who struck me as par-
ticularly wise, and I began to seek 
her out for spiritual mentoring. She 
had more experience in spiritual 
things than I did, and I often would 

ask for her counsel.
One day, I made an offhanded 

remark about checking my horo-
scope. She took me aside and 
said, “You know, if you want to 
seek God’s guidance in your life, 
you really shouldn’t be consulting 
horoscopes.” I was a little surprised 
by the admonishment – horoscopes 
seemed a rather harmless form of 
private entertainment.

Yet, because I did want the Lord 
to guide me, I decided that I would 
take her counsel on this matter 
to heart. I later learned that horo-
scopes are kind of the ‘soft-porn’ of 
the occult world, a kind of gentle 
introduction to the dark arts. Ap-
parently harmless at fi rst, it actu-
ally opens a door to the infl uence of 
evil spirits over one’s life. 

As curiosity gives way to the 
desire to control outcomes with 
knowledge of the future gained 
through ungodly methods, our 
self-entrustment to God’s provi-
dence weakens and the enemy of 
our souls gains more and more in-
fl uence. As he gains more control, 
the fruits of the spirit are replaced 
with the opposite. (Check out Gala-
tians 5:19-21.)

I credit both of these friends with 
helping me to discern what infl u-
ences to eliminate from my life in 
order to allow God to have as much 
infl uence on me as possible. With-
out the admonishment of friends, 
I wouldn’t have known any better! 
Their interventions, accompanied 
by the striking integrity of their 
own lives, were acts of mercy that 
helped me to steer away from the 
rocks.

Even though my involvement 
with these practices were fairly 
minor, I renounced all involvement 
with them in the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation in order to seal up my 
soul against any further infl uence 

they may attempt to have.
Of course, dabbling in the occult 

is only one of a myriad of ways by 
which the enemy of our souls seeks 
to derail us. People need good 
friends who have the wisdom and 
graciousness to intervene – and 
indeed, we need to become people 
of mercy, people who can admonish 
people in a way that inspires them 
to adopt a higher standard. I think 
we often are hesitant to “give some-
one a little steer” when they are on 
the wrong track, for fear of appear-
ing to be judgmental. 

Our world wants to declare itself 
a “judgement free zone,” even while 
it cries out for people of “good 
judgement” who will help to create 
a society that is a more fi t place for 
the human person to fl ourish, a 
place where happiness is possible.

But, to have that kind of society, 
we have fi nd the courage to call 
things what they are – when people 
are taking a path that leads into 
the quicksand, we should have the 
courage to tell them, “Hey, that’s 
a bad road – you don’t want to go 
down it.”

We must call others (and let 
others call us) to a higher standard 
than before. It’s possible that some 
may get chapped with us, but on 
the other hand, it’s possible that a 
little steer in the right direction will 
do a world of good to the one who 
receives it. As the happy benefi cia-
ry of this kind of mercy, I am a case 
in point.
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Admonishing the sinner: Judgmental or a work of mercy?

Carole Brown
Director of New 
Evangelization
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The Catholic Difference
After Justice Scalia: Restoring balance to American constitutional order

The death of Justice Antonin 
Scalia on Feb. 13 – unexpected 
and, for many reasons, tragic – 
draws a curtain on the life and 
public service of one of the most 
important Catholic fi gures in 
America over the past half-centu-
ry. 

Justice Scalia was regarded, by 
admirers and detractors alike, as 
the most consequential jurist of 
his time. He brought a remarkable 
intellect, a clear concept of judg-
ing, a distinguished literary style, 
and a biting wit to his work on the 
U.S. Supreme Court. 

His utter demolition of the 
majority opinion in Obergefell vs. 
Hodges, the decision that invented 
a constitutional right for people of 
the same sex to “marry,” is a mas-
terpiece of devastation – as was 
Scalia’s dissent from Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts’ opinion saving 
Obamacare by reinventing it as a 
kind-of-tax. 

But, it would be a grave mistake 
to think of Justice Scalia’s juris-
prudence as essentially negative. 
Rather, his judging was based 
on convictions about who should 
make the laws and how judges 
should function in a system of 
judicial review. 

In a democracy, he believed, 
legislators, chosen by the people, 
are free to craft laws within the 
bounds set by the Constitution. 
The judge’s task is to interpret 
both Constitution and statutes ac-
cording to their text, and accord-
ing to the text’s meaning as that 
meaning was understood when the 
text was adopted. 

Any other method of judging, 
he thought, inevitably turned the 
Supreme Court into a super-Con-
gress, in which nine unelected 

lawyers who were not subject to 
periodic elections ruled the coun-
try. That seemed to him a very bad 
idea. More to the point, it was not 
the idea of governance inscribed in 
the Constitution. 

Justice Scalia was not only a 
distinguished jurist; he was a 
wonderful man, full of vitality and 
humor. He made no secret of his 
intense Catholicism, bred in him 
in his youth. (Nor did he hesitate 
to express his concerns when the 
Church seemed to him to be com-
ing unmoored from the Great Tra-

dition on which it was grounded.) 
He was a devoted husband and 

father, and his friendships extend-
ed far beyond the range of those 
who agreed with his jurispru-
dence. A man of honor and a dedi-
cated public servant, he was, with 
Henry Hyde, one of the two most 

infl uential Catholics in national 
affairs during his years in Wash-
ington. He will be sorely missed, 
not only by those of us privileged 
to know him, but by anyone who 
cares about intelligence and integ-
rity in public life.

There will be an enormous po-
litical struggle over fi lling his seat 
on the court. It is far too early to 
know how that struggle will re-
solve itself. But, it’s not too early 
to do Justice Scalia one last honor 
and ask the question, “Why is that 
struggle so crucial?” “Why has the 

Supreme Court become such a 
Leviathan in our national public 
life?” Something is wrong here. 

Last June, one man, Justice An-
thony Kennedy, decided on behalf 
of 322 million Americans that the 
constitution included a “right” for 
people of the same sex to “marry” 

each other. Put aside the fact that 
his reasoning was so specious 
(indeed vacuous) that the keener 
proponents of “same-sex marriage” 
were dismayed by it, and are try-
ing to fi nd another case that would 
put their “right” on fi rmer consti-
tutional ground. Put aside the fact, 
previously noted, that after Justice 
Scalia’s dissent from Kennedy’s 
opinion, the dental records were 
needed to identify the remains. 

The real question was, is, and 
ought to be this: “Why was one 
man deciding this for the entire 
country?” “Why was a deeply 
controverted issue being removed 
from the deliberation of the people 
and their legislators and decided 
by unelected and unaccountable 
judges?” (Yes, I know, Supreme 
Court justices can be impeached; 
but if you believe that a remedy for 
Obergefell – or in just about any 
other imaginable instance – I have 
a nice bridge in Brooklyn to sell 
you.) 

America would honor the memo-
ry of the great Antonin Scalia if the 
2016 presidential campaign, which 
will now, inevitably and bitterly, 
engage the question of his succes-
sor, would seriously debate the 
prior questions: “Why have these 
Supreme Court nominations be-
come so important, and what can 
be done to restore balance to the 
American constitutional order?” 

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center

Mourners depart the funeral Mass of the late Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia 
at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington 
Feb. 20. CNS photo/Tyler Orsburn.

Loving, caring, living: weapons against the culture of death

My friend Kate O’Hare recently wrote a post at 
Catholic Vote discussing the question of cancer 
and euthanasia.

I am living with breast cancer right now, as I 
type. This evil movement to legalize medical mur-
der is more pertinent to me now than ever before.

Euthanasia pushers tout medical murder as an 
act of “mercy,” when it is in fact the ultimate act 
of uncaring. I have cancer. I also am caring for my 
90-year-old mother who has dementia.

I googled “undergoing cancer treatment while 
caring for elderly parent with dementia.” I did not 
get one hit. This particular combination of respon-
sibilities doesn’t fi t in “Ten Things to Do When 
You Have Cancer” blog posts. The only neat solu-
tions to problems like these are evil solutions. 

Caregiving and dread disease are messy and 
complicated. They ask a lot of us.

My situation seems ready-made for the purvey-
ors of death and their murderous solutions for 
the burdens of life and love. My mother, in their 
bleak understanding of life, has “lived too long.” 
As for me, I’m good for a few rounds of treatment. 
But if that fails, I need to green light somebody to 
knock me stone dead and put the world out of my 
misery.

Isn’t that the “compassionate” solution? My 
mother has, after all, outlived her usefulness. And 
I’m not such a spring chicken myself. Who knows 
how much money could be saved by tossing 

her aside and giving me the heave-ho if the fi rst 
go-rounds with therapy fail? It would probably 
fi nance at least one of those bombs we drop on 
the Middle East. Why waste it on something like 
end of life care?

That, my friends, is the logic of our times. It is a 
ubiquitous philosophy of blood selfi shness styled 
as kindness.

I’m not going to hop into the acid bath of trying 
to persuade the death dealers of our society to 
stop dealing death. I will not, at this time, argue 
with those who see themselves as “compassion-
ate” because they want to kill the unborn, the el-
derly, disabled and sick among us. I’ve got enough 
on my plate right now. I don’t need to rub noses 
with evil incarnate by talking to them.

I want to talk to my Christian brothers and sis-
ters. By Christian, I mean those of you who take 
Christ as your savior and actually try to follow 
Him.

If you are someone who knows the Truth; if 
you follow Him and accept His lordship over you 
and your life, then I have this to say: Do not be 
beguiled by the idiocy of lying liars who say that 
murder is compassion and caregiving is cruelty. 
What they are telling you is straight from the pit.

Compassion is getting up in the middle of the 
night and putting your wandering mama back in 
bed. Trust in Christ is knowing that He will turn 
all things — including cancer — to good for those 
who believe in Him.

It may not — almost certainly will not be — 

good as the world defi nes it. Good, as followers of 
Christ know it, is eternity goodness. It is the light, 
shining in the darkness of hate and death. In 
this instance, it is life and love, standing against 
euthanasia.

Sickness can be, if you do it in Him, eternity 
work.

Kate O’Hare quoted Dylan Thomas’ famous line 
“Rage, rage against the dying of the light.” I would 
add another quote to that one: Take up your cross 
and follow me.

And do not be afraid. We are all going to die. 
I will die. You will die. If cancer is the way I die, 
then so be it. But between now and then, I am 
going to live. I trust Jesus, and that trust drives 
out fear. The only courage I have is from the Holy 
Spirit. I ask, He gives.

Do not yield to the serpents of our time urging 
us to bite the apple of death. Do not make your 
last act in this life the murder of your own self. Do 
not – ever – advocate for or help in any way the 
furtherance of this satanic philosophy of death.

Get up in the night and take your loved one 
back to bed. Change her diapers. Take her to 
doctor’s appointments and walk with her on her 
way home.

We should all rage against the dying of the light. 
And loving and caring and living every minute is 
how we should do it.

Rebecca Hamilton is a parishioner in the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City and a former state represen-
tative from Oklahoma City.

By Rebecca Hamilton
CatholicVote.org
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Ardmore faith formation: Small in size, big in heart

The junior and senior Faith 
Formation class at Saint Mary in 
Ardmore has fewer than 10 stu-
dents so far, but this initial group 
is doing sizeable 
things for the 
community.

So far, for the 
Jubilee Year of 
Mercy, the stu-
dents have collected more than 
1,000 cans of food for a local 
Ardmore charity, more than 100 
boxes of diapers and wipes for 
foster families, and they plan to 
collect 400 rain ponchos and a 
large amount of school supplies for 
local schools.

The program is led by director 
Julie Hunnicutt and class instruc-

tor Sara Orellana. Orellana had 
students create a business plan 
with measurable goals and ob-
jectives tied into the principles of 
“giving” as shown in the Bible and 
Catechism. 

The students have a number of 
learning opportu-
nities and experi-
ences in each do-
nation drive. Each 
student takes a 
turn speaking at 

all masses to promote the drive. 
One student, Beckah Orellana 

said, “The experience of speaking 
in front of so many people is scary, 
but it’s worth it because it helps 
people in need.”

The students also publicize their 
goals and collections with bulletin 
inserts and social media.

“This experience is what Arch-

bishop Coakley talks about, going 
out and making disciples, and 
what Pope Francis wants us to do 
to show people mercy,” student 
Becca Dempewolf, 17, said. “‘If one 
part suffers, all the parts suffer 
with it; if one part is honored; 
all the parts share its joy.’ We do 
these projects because we are all 
children of God and no child of 
God should suffer.”

Sara Orellana is in her third year 
teaching the junior and senior 

Faith Formation class and said 
the energy and excitement of the 
students is contagious.

“It is really great when the stu-
dents pray about their goals and 
fi nd the Bible verses about com-
passion. Then, they hear how they 
are following Christ, the Apostles 
and the leaders of the Church,” 
she said. 

“The parish has given us full 
support for the students’ work and 
efforts. It is amazing what they 
have accomplished both inside 
and outside of the parish.”

Class student Antonio Rodri-
guez, 17, said “The most exciting 
part is when we fi nally deliver the 
donations to the charity. To see 
the excitement is extremely grati-
fying and makes all the hard work 
really worth it. It makes me proud 
to be Catholic.”

By Charles Albert
For the Sooner Catholic

“It makes me proud 
to be Catholic.”

Catholic Foundation Scholarship deadline nears
The deadline for applications for Catholic 

Foundation Scholarships is April 6. Pastor 
recommendations are due by March 18, and all 
other forms and required information must be 
submitted to the Catholic Foundation offi ce no 
later than April 6. 

The 2016 CFO College Scholarships recently 
were awarded to MaryAnn Grover, Katherine 
Harris, John Pham, Aschley Ramjak and Marta 
Stangl.

MaryAnn Grover
Saint Andrew, Moore
Oklahoma City University

“My time at OCU is something I would not 
trade for the world. I have learned so much, 
met so many different people, and grown sig-
nifi cantly. While at OCU, I was able to take full 
advantage of the opportunities afforded me be-
cause of the CFO scholarship. The CFO schol-
arship lessened the fi nancial burden on myself 
and my family, allowing me to fully invest in 
my undergraduate experience. Upon gradua-
tion, I will be attending law school.”

Katherine Harris
Saint Benedict, Shawnee
University of Oklahoma

“I have loved spending my four years at OU. 

Their focus on leadership and service has 
really shaped my perspective. Knowing that I 
had steady funding from CFO each year really 
helped me plan for my expenses. It is a great 
stress reducer to have a steady scholarship you 
can count on each semester. I am planning on 
attend law school next year.”

John Pham
Saint Andrew Dung-Lac, OKC
University of Oklahoma

“My OU experience has been absolutely 
incredible. The CFO Scholarship has allowed 
me to spend my time pursuing my passions 
instead of spending my time working to pay for 
tuition. I am so thankful for the Catholic Foun-
dation and its dedication to the investment in 
future generations through scholarships.”

Aschley Ramjak
Epiphany of the Lord, OKC
University of Central Oklahoma

“My educational experience at UCO has been 
absolutely phenomenal. As a full-time student 
with a part-time job, it often was diffi cult to 

work and go to school. The CFO scholarship 
helped me with extra expenses such as the 
many books and supplies needed for class and 
other college expenses. I hope to work with 
Catholic Charities and their Sanctuary pro-
gram during the summer for my last intern-
ship, and then attend graduate school next 
year.”

Marta Stangl
Saints Peter and Paul, Kingfi sher
University of Oklahoma

“My educational experience at OU has been 
just that – an experience. This CFO scholarship 
has truly been a blessing. Any fi nancial relief 
as a college student helps tremendously, and I 
am fortunate enough to have received it all four 
years. With less stress fi nancially, I have been 
able to spend more time getting involved on 
campus and Church. I have accepted the posi-
tion to become a FOCUS (Fellowship of Catho-
lic University Students) missionary.”

Katherine Caughlin                                                                                                              
Saint Joseph, Tonkawa
Westminster Choir College of Rider University

“I have had the best educational experience 
possible from Westminster Choir College of 
Rider University! Some of the highlights from 
my four years are singing at Carnegie Hall 
with the Berlin Philharmonic, singing a solo in 
Princeton Chapel and the feeling every single 
day when I get to sing people who love music 
as much as I do. I feel so blessed to have been 
given the scholarship, so I could attend this 
marvelous school.”  

MaryAnn Grover. Photo provided.

John Pham. Photo provided.

For information on scholarship qualifi cations, 
go online to www.cfook.org.

Katherine Caughlin. Photo provided.
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Professor lauds Catholic school educational mission, strength 

“Catholic Schools have been the single most 
effective means of evangelization the Church 
has invented,” Notre Dame’s Father Ronald 
Nuzzi said. 

Focusing on the historical success of Catholic 
schools in the United States, and the challeng-
es facing these institutions in the next decade, 
Father Nuzzi spoke on “Catholic Schools and 
the New Evangelization,” at Saint Gregory’s 
University on Feb. 27. He noted Catholic edu-
cation has lasting effects on adults, including 
a deeper bond to the Church, more concern 
about social justice, more responsive to the 
poor and more discerning of moral issues.

However, attendance in Catholic schools is 
declining. Currently, of those families identi-
fying themselves as Catholic, only one in six 
have children in Catholic school, only two in 
six have children receiving some type of reli-
gious education, which means three of six have 
no connection to Catholic education. 

Nuzzi called on those attending the talk to 
help Catholic schools grow. Some of his rec-
ommendations included recruiting Hispanic 
students and families, since that sector of 
the population is the largest growing segment 
of Catholics and advocate for public policy 
changes that would support parochial choice 

of education. Additionally, Nuzzi challenged 
the group to strengthen Catholic parishes and 
family life and seek benefactors to help bridge 
the fi nancial gaps. 

“The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City has a 
long-standing tradition of high quality Catholic 
schools and all of us at the University of Notre 
Dame feel privileged to have such dedicated 
partners in advancing the educational mission 
of the Church,” he said.

Father Nuzzi, a senior director of the Mary 
Ann Remick Leadership Program at Notre 
Dame’s Alliance for Catholic Education (ACE), 
has led this ACE initiative focusing on Catho-
lic schools and the New Evangelization since 
August 2013. This Catholic School Identity 
Renewal Initiative is helping Catholic elementa-
ry and secondary schools across the country to 
deepen its Catholic identity and to strengthen 
their faculty faith efforts.

This initiative, with Father Nuzzi’s guidance, 
is responding to Church leaders’ growing focus 
on the vital role of Catholic schools in the new 
evangelization. His efforts help schools make 
their identity more energetic, and is a natural 
outgrowth of ACE’s nearly 20 years of work to 
sustain, strengthen and transform Catholic 
schools. 

At the November 2015 World Congress on 
Catholic Education, Pope Francis suggested 
education cannot be reduced to just the trans-
mission of ideas, but that we must fi nd new 
ways to help young people develop their capaci-
ty to think and to love.

Pope Francis said, “You cannot speak of 
Catholic education without speaking about hu-
manity because the Catholic identity is precise-
ly that God became man. Educating people in 
the faith isn’t just about giving catechesis, but 
instead about helping young people to under-
stand reality and discover transcendence.” 

By Judy Hilovsky
For the Sooner Catholic

Fr. Ronald Nuzzi speaks at St. Gregory’s University. 
Photo courtesy of Br. George Hubl, O.S.B.

Young men invited to weekend seminary visit
“We have come to learn how to best give of 

ourselves.” – Jerome Krug, Edmond seminarian 
studying in Rome

Twice a year in the spring and fall, Concep-
tion Seminary College hosts the “Encounter 
With God’s Call” weekend. Young men con-
sidering a possible call to the 
priesthood are welcome to 
spend a weekend geared toward 
helping with their vocational 
discernment.

“My fi rst thought was, ‘Why 
would anyone establish a 
seminary way out here?’ Never-
theless, as the weekend pro-
gressed, the answer became 
clear. It was tranquil. A silence 
like nothing you can fi nd in 
a city or even a small town. 
And, in that silence, God can 
speak,” said John Herrera, a seminarian from 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City studying at 
Saint Meinrad Theological Seminary. 

Participants in the “Encounter” weekend 

interact with and hear a series of talks by the 
seminarians of Conception Seminary College 
and participants are able to experience the 
seminarian’s daily routine. They gain a fuller 
understanding of what life as a seminarian 
entails. It is an opportunity to meet and inter-

act with other young men who 
are asking themselves the same 
questions, and struggle with the 
same fears and anxieties. It is 
a weekend of prayer and fellow-
ship.

“All of the seminarians I met 
exuded this joy and happiness 
through their conduct and in-
teraction with each other,” said 
Father Cristobal De Loera, as-
sociate pastor of Saint Eugene 
in Oklahoma City. “It was al-
most as if they were saying out 

loud, ‘Hey, I am here following God’s will; what 
are you doing with your life? Who do you want 
to be in life? What do you want to accomplish? 
How does God want you to share your gifts and 

your talents?’ Without a doubt, that weekend 
was one of the best weekends of my life.” 

If you think God might be calling you to the 
priesthood and would like to experience fi rst-
hand what seminary life is like, we invite you to 
“Encounter With God’s Call” weekend. Christ 
is calling young men to pick up their cross in a 
life of sacrifi ce and of generous service.

Spring “Encounter With 
God’s Call” weekend

April 16-18
Register at (405) 721-9351, 
jmulligan@archokc.org
More information online at 
www.archokc.org/vocations 
/home
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=d6fhjyn8Gj0 

Father Louis Richard Vander 
Ley, O.S.B., 80, died Saturday, 
Feb. 27, in Shawnee. Shortly 
before his death he received Holy 
Communion as Viaticum and 
Apostolic Pardon. Monks of the 
community and devoted friends 
were at his side.

Born on July 22, 1935, in Chi-
cago, to Richard and Marie (Ver-
haar) Vander Ley, Father Vander 
Ley came to Saint Gregory’s Abbey 
after serving in the U.S. Army. He 
professed vows as a monk on July 
11, 1960. He completed bachelor’s 
degrees in philosophy at Saint 
John’s University in Minnesota 
and theological studies at Saint 
Gregory’s Abbey. He was ordained 
to the priesthood on May 29, 1966. 
After ordination, he completed a 

master’s in economics at Lehigh 
University.

During the course of his life, 
he has served as chaplain for 
students at Saint Gregory’s, the 
University of Central Oklahoma 
and Bishop McGuinness High 
School in Oklahoma City, where 
he also taught religious studies 
and economics. Father Vander Ley 
served as pastor at Saint Wence-
slaus and the National Shrine of 
the Infant Jesus in Prague; Saint 
Vincent de Paul in McLoud; Our 
Lady of Sorrows in Chandler; and 
Saint Benedict in Montebello, Ca-
lif. His fi nal pastoral assignment 
outside the abbey was as associate 
pastor at Saint John the Baptist in 
Edmond and as a frequent substi-
tute priest at Saint Philip Neri in 

Midwest City. 
He has been known for his 

down-to-earth homilies and for 
his devoted ministry in hospitals, 
nursing homes and prisons. He 
was appointed as prior of Saint 
Gregory’s Abbey in 2006, a po-
sition he held for fi ve years. He 
retired from active assignments in 
February 2012 due to the increas-
ing effects of Alzheimer’s disease.

The Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated in the Abbey Church 
on March 3 with interment in the 
Abbey Cemetery.

Memorial gifts may be made to 
the Saint Gregory’s Abbey Infi rma-
ry Facility Fund, 1900 W. MacAr-
thur, Shawnee 74804. Information 
at (405) 878-5490.

Father Louis Vander Ley
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Catholic mission bolsters vision to educate, evangelize

Recognizing a need to call the 
faithful to support missionary 
work among African American 
and American Indian Catholics, in 
1884, the U.S. Catholic bishops 
established a charity to adminis-
ter a national mission collection. 
The charity became the Black and 
Indian Mission Offi ce.

Since 1884, the mission offi ce 
has utilized the special collection 
to award helpful grants to dioceses 
across the country 
to operate schools, 
parishes and other 
missionary services 
that build the Body 
of Christ in Amer-
ican Indian and 
African American 
Catholic commu-
nities.

In our archdio-
cese, the annual 
Black and Indian 
Mission Collection 
is held the second 
weekend in March. 
This date is not an accident. The 
collection comes during Lent – a 
time to focus on prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving. It also follows the 
feast day of Saint Katharine Drexel 
(March 3), whose vision was to 
evangelize and educate American 
Indians and African Americans 

throughout the United States.
Her generosity funded Catho-

lic Indian missions and schools 
for African American children 
throughout the South and West, 
including many in Oklahoma. 
Among them, was the Indian 
mission school founded by Father 
Isidore Ricklin, O.S.B., in 1891 in 
what is now Anadarko.

Today, mission collection grants 
continue the evangelization efforts 

of Saint Katha-
rine Drexel and 
Father Ricklin by 
supporting and 
supplementing the 
religious education 
programs at Saint 
Patrick in Anadar-
ko and its rural 
missions; Our Lady 
of the Rosary in 
Binger; and Saint 
Richard in Carn-
egie. This evange-
lization effort has 
led to increased 

enrollment in religious education 
and confi rmation classes at Saint 
Patrick with prayful hope it will 
lead to more vocations. 

 Through grants received from 
the mission offi ce, the archdiocese 
also has been able to establish an 
Offi ce of American Indian Catho-

lic Outreach (AICO) and support 
other evangelization programs 
throughout the archdiocese, 
including the Saint Kateri Tekak-
witha Mass and Honor Dance held 
annually at Saint Gregory’s Abbey. 
The grants also provide scholar-
ships for Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Youth Camp, and devel-
opment and expansion of outreach 
programs at Corpus Christi in 
Oklahoma City.

In 2015, more than 95 percent 
of the mission collection funds 
collected by parishes in the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City came 

back to support evangelization in 
the archdiocese. 

In his pastoral letter, “Go Make 
Disciples,” Archbishop Coakley 
reminds us that “Living our faith 
from the heart of the Church, liv-
ing as disciples of Jesus and shar-
ing in the very life and love of the 
Holy Trinity, moves us to serve the 
needs of others, as Christ served. ‘I 
am among you as one who serves’ 
(Luke 22:27). To be holy is to live 
in union with Christ, to know him, 
to love him and to imitate him in 
his concern for all.”

Deacon Roy Callison and his wife, Susan, Archbishop Coakley and Dorothy 
Whitehorse at the 2015 St. Kateri Celebration in Shawnee. Photo Br. George 
Hubl, O.S.B.

Continue this year’s Lenten 
journey with prayerful con-
sideration of a commitment 
to help the mission of the 
Black and Indian Mission 
Offi ce through a generous 
donation to the mission col-
lection on March 12-13. 

Help invite more people to 
open the door of faith and 
begin the journey of a life-
time!

Catholic Charities announces annual Catholic Advocacy Day
Catholics across Oklahoma to gather at state Capitol

Catholics are invited to join the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City and Catholic Charities of 
Oklahoma City and Tulsa at the state Capitol 
for Catholic Advocacy Day on Thursday, March 
31, from 8:15 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The event provides Catholic voters an oppor-
tunity to connect with lawmakers about pro-
posed legislation that affects Oklahoma com-
munities. 

The advocacy day begins at 8:15 a.m. with 
presentations on the legislative process and 
pending bills. Participants also will have the 
opportunity to meet with legislators. Archbish-
op Coakley and Bishop Slattery will speak on 
applying the moral and social teachings of the 
Catholic Church. Kris Steele, former Oklahoma 
speaker of the house, will talk about criminal 
justice reforms being proposed by local and 
state governments.

 To register, go online to www.catholicchari-
tiesok.org/events. Contact Becky Van Pool at 
(405) 523-3003, bvanpool@catholiccharitiesok.
org.

Catholic
Advocacy
Day

Thursday, March 31, 2016
Oklahoma State Capitol

For more information, contact Becky Van Pool
405-523-3003 • bvanpool@catholiccharitiesok.org aritiesok.org

Raising the 
Catholic Voice

Activated by Faith

Advocacy is powerful and it takes all of us! 
Advocacy Training will be provided prior to the event.

More than 600 guests gathered Feb. 26 for the 34th annual Green Tie Gala, 
raising more than $430,000 for the homeless services of Catholic Charities of 
Oklahoma City – Sanctuary Women’s Development Centers in Oklahoma City 
and Norman, and Holy Family Home in Midwest City. Catholic Charities also 
honored David Morton, principal of Bishop McGuinness, as the 2016 Green Tie 
Gala Ambassador, and Smith & Kernke Funeral Directors with the 2016 Mosaic 
Award. Photos Cara Koenig.
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Cardinal Schonborn invites faithful to enroll in “Jesus’ School of Life”

Christopher Car-
dinal Schonborn of 
Vienna, Austria, has 
produced another 
book, in contempo-
rary terms, on how 

to live the Christian life. “Jesus’ School of Life” 
followed a series of talks Cardinal Schonborn 
delivered in 2011 and 2012.

The book is subtitled “Incentives to Disci-
pleship,” and this phrase invites the reader to 
ask what could be meant by “incentives.” An 
incentive is that which incites, and to incite 
means “to move to action,” so the book is about 
those aspects of Jesus’ teaching, presented in 
“Jesus’ School of Life,” that would move us to 
action, to living a life that follows the teachings 
of Jesus.

Read carefully and thoughtfully, the book is 
just that: a series of essays that will inspire the 
reader to want to follow Jesus more closely.

Schonborn is well known as one of the edi-
tors of “The Concise Catechism of the Catholic 
Church.” He also is a high profi le advocate of 
changes and ideas meant to re-invigorate the 
Church, and in this, he has much in common 
with Pope Francis. 

He said that “upheavals within the Church 
must not be regarded in isolation from upheav-
als in society.” He is fully aware of the strug-
gles facing the Church, and he said that “One 
thing we know with certainty: we need reforms, 
new approaches.” 

Schonborn said that “it is not about the 
Church’s prestige, but about God becoming 
visible, about us Christians making Christ visi-
ble. And for that we must go to his school.”

He said that we must have “a new eagerness 

to learn” and we must ask, plainly, “What is it 
like to be a Christian?” Schonborn’s book fol-
lows a line that answers this question.

Each of his chapters focuses on just one 
aspect of this process of becoming a disciple, a 
follower of Jesus.

“Faith,” he said, “is the prerequisite.” Next, 
he points out that when Christ called the Apos-
tles, he wanted to make them “his family,” he 
wanted a “new kind of togetherness.” Schon-

born said that “the most beautiful thing that 
can happen is when your family grows to be a 
part of Jesus’ family.”

In Ch. 3, Schonborn said we must ask “What 
do I want to learn in Jesus’ school?” The 
answer, he said, is that we must get to know 
Jesus. “What does Jesus want to teach us?”

Jesus wanted to teach us about the “King-
dom of God,” the Cardinal said, pointing out 
that this phrase is used 99 times in the Gos-
pels; 90 times by Christ himself.

To bring about this kingdom, Jesus prayed. 
The disciples found him in prayer, watched 
him in prayer, and eventually asked him, 
“Lord, teach us to pray.”

Learning to pray, then, is an important step 
in the formation of a disciple. We cannot, of 
course, pray perfectly as Christ did, but “the 
Holy Spirit teaches us to pray; indeed he prays 
in us,” Schonborn said.

Eventually Schonborn explains, in Ch. 7, 
“Pupils Become Teachers.” While we remain in 
Jesus’ school for life, at some point we move 
on; formed by our intimate conversation with 
Christ, with our familiarity with Scripture; we 
become witnesses to Christ.

We are taught how to do this “interiorly by 
the Holy Spirit. This discipleship, this ability to 
be a witness to Christ, is not possible by our 
own efforts, but is made possible by Christ who 
lives in us.

Schonborn concludes his book by recom-
mending to us the example of Saint Dismas, 
the Good Thief who died on the cross alongside 
Christ. Dismas received from Christ what the 
Savior promises all of us: eternal life. Jesus 
tells the repentant man, “Today you will be 
with me in paradise.”

This is the fi nal “incentive’ that Schonborn 
describes. “The reward for discipleship is eter-
nal life.”

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Movie Review: Risen is entertaining, splendid tale on Resurrection

NEW YORK – In days of yore, Hollywood knew 
how to make Christian themes pay off at the box 
offi ce.

Though the result was not always decorous – 
risqué content in 1932’s “The Sign of the Cross” 
helped spur the formation of the National Legion 
of Decency – they were sometimes spectacular. 

And so there arose the biblical epic, a genre 
which gave us such iconic spectacles as the char-
iot race in 1959’s “Ben-Hur” and such memorable 
lines as Pharaoh’s imperious order in “The Ten 
Commandments” (1956): “So let it be written. So 
let it be done.”

The formula behind such fi lms blended some 
of Western civilization’s most familiar narratives 
– scriptural literacy then being a much more 
widespread asset than it is today – with action se-
quences and, preferably, a love story. High-caliber 
special effects, whether they involved slave-pow-
ered sea battles or the parting of the Red Sea 
into towering walls of water, were another purely 
secular draw.

It’s a recipe few were cooking up in the last 
third of the 20th century, however. By the 1960s, 
“Don’t bring me down with your Bible, man” 
might have been the feared reaction to the serving 
up of such an old-fashioned cinematic dish.

Some have tried their hand at recombining the 
ingredients in more recent years. Yet the cultural 
gulf opened up by the decline of faith has made 
for a peculiar sort of revisionism. Witness the an-
ti-human environmentalism of Darren Aronofsky’s 
“Noah” from 2014. Hardly the life-affi rming tale 
of divine mercy most readers have found in those 
passages of Genesis.

Avoiding alienation from the sacred source ma-
terial without, on the other hand, declining into a 
lazy stance of believers-versus-the-world piety can 
be a tricky business. But, the makers of the Res-

urrection-themed drama “Risen” (Columbia) have 
pulled it off to splendid effect.

Wisely, writer-director Kevin Reynolds begins 
by giving us a hard-bitten, cynical protagonist – a 
fi gure as little disposed to believe in miracles as 
his worldly minded modern counterpart, Charles 
Ryder, the religion-averse narrator of Evelyn 
Waugh’s classic 1945 novel “Brideshead Revisit-
ed.”

Where Ryder, an artist, is impeded by his 
pleasure-loving sophistication, Clavius (Joseph Fi-
ennes), the Roman tribune at the heart of “Risen,” 
is too battle-weary and blood-soaked to entertain 
any easy hopes for the world. So the execution of 
Jesus (Cliff Curtis), which he witnesses almost 
accidentally, makes little impression on him.

Similarly, when his superior and patron, Ponti-
us Pilate (Peter Firth), orders Clavius, a few days 
later, to investigate the disappearance of the cruci-
fi ed man’s body, it strikes the jaded offi cer as just 
one more task in the endless work of maintaining 
Roman sovereignty over a religion-crazed popu-
lace. As Caiaphas (Stephen Greif) explains, Jesus’ 
fanatic followers are spreading wild rumors of his 
return from the dead, so physical proof is needed 
to contradict their crazy fable.

Assisted by Lucius (Tom Felton), an ambitious, 
though untested, junior offi cer whose major quali-
fi cation for serving as Clavius’ aide-de-camp lies in 
the fact that he’s a family friend of Pilate’s, Clavius 
sets out on what he imagines will be a straight-
forward hunt for a corpse. Instead, of course, the 
pursuit turns out to have life-altering consequenc-
es for him.

Fine acting, lavish settings and the sense of hu-
mor frequently evident in Reynolds’ script all add 
up to an unusually effective big-screen treatment 
of the origins of Christianity. Fiennes is especial-
ly impressive as the solitary, combat-haunted 
warrior whose relentlessly practical outlook offers 
nonbelievers a ready path into the story of the 
Resurrection. And, Maria Botto brings transcen-

dent joy to the character of Mary Magdalene.
Despite grim scenes of armed confl ict and 

crucifi xion, the faith-bolstering benefi ts of “Risen” 
will likely sway the parents of mature teens in its 
favor.

The fi lm contains some harsh, but mostly 
bloodless, violence and a few disturbing images. 
The Catholic News Service classifi cation is A-III 
– adults. The Motion Picture Association of Amer-
ica rating is PG-13 – parents strongly cautioned. 
Some material may be inappropriate for children 
under age 13.

By John Mulderig 
Catholic News Service 
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Trouble understanding Mass? Here’s a simple explanation (Part 2)

Almost always, when someone 
wants to show you their affec-
tion and friendship, they invite 
you to their home. There are two 
important things that occur next: 
conversation and a meal. In the 
celebration of the Mass it is Jesus 
who invites us to participate in his 
friendship, during which we also 
encounter these two important 
moments: conversation, which is 
when Jesus speaks to us through 
his Word and we respond with our 
prayers; and a meal, when Jesus 
offers us the Eucharistic banquet 
giving us his body and blood.

In the previous article we dis-
cussed the Mass, and the Liturgy 
of the Word. Today, we are going to 
explain the second part, the Liturgy 
of the Eucharist.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist is 
the most important moment of 
the Mass. There are three parts 
to the Liturgy of the Eucharist: 
the Offertory Rite, the Eucharistic 
Prayer (which is the nucleus of the 
whole celebration) and the Rite of 
Communion. We hope that this 
explanation will be useful in your 
apostolate!

Presentation of the gifts:
This is the moment in which the 

bread and wine are brought to the 
altar, two very simple foods the 
priest will offer to God in order that 
Christ make himself present in the 
Eucharist. 

The simplicity of these foods re-
minds us of the child who brought 
Jesus his offerings, fi ve loaves and 
two fi sh. It was everything he had, 
but this smallness, placed in the 
hands of Jesus, was converted into 
abundance and suffi ced to feed 
an immense multitude, there were 
even leftovers. 

In this way, our simple offerings 
of bread and wine, placed in the 
hands of the Lord, also will be con-
verted into the greatest abundance, 
into the body and blood of Christ 
to feed a great multitude who are 
hungry for God. In every Mass, 
we are this multitude. Together 
with this bread and wine, we also 
present ourselves to God. We offer 
him our efforts, sacrifi ces, joys and 
sufferings. We offer him our frailty 
so that he may do great things with 
us. When God converts the bread 
and wine into the body and blood, 
he also converts us, making us 
better, more like him.

Prayer over the offerings:
After the presentation of the 

gifts, the priest bows toward the 
altar and says an inaudible prayer. 
There are various moments when 
the priest says inaudible prayers 
during the Mass. In this occasion 
he says, “With humble spirit and 
contrite heart may we be accept-
ed by you, O Lord, and may our 
sacrifi ce in your sight this day be 
pleasing to you, Lord God.” 

It is an important moment be-
cause it manifests that when the 
priest celebrates the Mass, he is 

praying, not just repeating me-
chanical gestures, but rather 
speaking with God.

Preface:  
This word comes from two Latin 

words “pre” “factum,” which liter-
ally means “before the act.” It is 
called this because it is immedi-
ately before the most important act 
of the whole Mass: the Eucharistic 
Prayer, all the prayers that sur-
round the moment of consecration.

In the preface there is a dia-
logue with the priest, “Lift up your 
hearts.” “We lift them up to the 
Lord.” In the preface we give thanks 
to God, we recognize his acts of love 
and we praise him. All of this truly 
elevates our hearts. That is the in-
terior attitude to which the liturgy 
guides us, elevating the heart to be 
ready for the most important mo-
ment: when Christ makes himself 
present with his body and blood. 

This is why Pope Benedict said: 
“We ought to lift our hearts up to 
the Lord not just as a ritual re-
sponse, but rather as an expres-
sion of that which succeeds in a 
heart that lifts itself and draws 
others with it.”

Sanctus:
The preface ends with this song 

of praise to God. The lyrics are tak-
en entirely from the Sacred Scrip-
tures. The fi rst part is a song that 
we heard from the choir of angels 
that the prophet Isaiah heard sing-
ing to God beside his throne. Re-
peating “holy” three times reminds 
us of the three divine persons in 
the Holy Trinity.

The second part is the acclama-
tion of the crowd as Jesus entered 
Jerusalem mounted on a donkey 
on Palm Sunday: “Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.” They hap-
pily greeted Jesus, the long awaited 
king entering his city. In the Mass, 
we also greet Christ who is about 
to make himself present before us. 
Because of this we can say that 
the Sanctus is a song of men and 
angels, which unites us in praise of 
God.

Epiclesis:
Epiclesis is the moment in 

which the Holy Spirit is invoked to 
sanctify the offerings of bread and 
wine that we have presented. In 
this moment, the priest extends his 
hands and imposes them over the 
offerings. Just as the Holy Spirit 
descended over the Virgin Mary 
so that she would conceive and 
Jesus would be made present in 
her womb, now we invoke the Holy 
Spirit to descend over these gifts 
and make Christ present in our 
midst.

The institution narrative and 
consecration:

We have reached the heart of 
the Eucharistic prayers, the most 
important moment of the Mass. 
Following the mandate that Jesus 
gave to his apostles: “Do this in 
memory of me;” the priest, acting 
in the person of Christ, says the 
words of the institution of the Eu-
charist, the same that Jesus spoke 
the day of the Last Supper.

These words have the power to 
transform reality. Just as when 
God said, “Let there be earth,” and 
the earth was made. When Jesus 
told the paralytic, “Take your mat, 
rise up and walk” the paralytic who 
had never been able to walk, rose 
to his feet and began to walk. Or 
when he said to his friend Lazarus 
after three days in the tomb, 
“Lazarus come out!” and Lazarus 
returned to life and left the tomb.

As God, when he speaks his 
Word, creation obeys. In the 
Mass, when God speaks his Word 
through the priest: “take this, all 
of you, and eat of it, for this is my 
body…,” “take this, all of you, and 
drink from it, for this is the chalice 
of my blood…,” his word, which is 
effi cacious, transforms reality and 
the offerings of bread and wine 
cease to be such and are truly con-
verted into the body and blood of 
Christ; truly his body, blood, soul 
and divinity.

Our Father:
Before receiving communion, 

the Church invites us to recite the 
prayer that Christ taught us. Saint 
Cyprian said, “What prayer would 
the Father hear more gladly than 
that in which he hears the voice of 
his only Son, Jesus Christ?”

When we pray the Our Father, 
the Father recognizes the voice of 
his only begotten Son in us. It is 
this way because when we pray 
the Our Father, we are not praying 
with our words, but rather with the 
words of God, with the same words 
with which Jesus taught us to 
pray. The prayer is not my Father, 
but our Father. It is an invitation to 
love between us, to brotherhood, to 
sisterhood, to reconciliation.

Pope Francis has said it very 
clearly: “This is a prayer that can-
not be recited with enemies in one’s 
heart, with hatred for another.” It is 
a prayer that prepares our hearts 
because it invites us to commu-
nion.

Communion:
How many times have we said, 

“I am dying of hunger!” Our body 
rejects the experience of having an 
empty stomach so strongly that we 
express ourselves this way. But, we 
have an even more profound hun-
ger: the hunger for God.

Christ makes himself food be-
cause he does not want to leave us 
empty. He has come that we might 
have life and have it abundantly. It 
is the moment of Communion. It is 
when the priest comes forward to 
distribute the Eucharistic food.

It also is called Communion 
because upon receiving the body 
of Christ, we enter into an intimate 
and profound communion with 
Him. When someone eats some-
thing, that which is eaten becomes 
part of the body and becomes one 
with the person and no one can 
separate the two. When we receive 
the body of Christ, something 
different occurs, not only does it 
become part of us, but above all we 
become what we eat, we become 
Christ-like, we become more like 
Jesus. This is true food, the food of 
eternal life, he who receives it will 
live forever.

Final blessing and dismissal:
The Mass ends as we begin it, 

with the sign of the cross. We are 
able to go in peace because we 
have seen God, we have encoun-
tered Him and we are renewed to 
continue with the mission that God 
has given us. At the end of Mass, 
the priest gives us the fi nal bless-
ing, the Benediction.

The word “Benediction” comes 
from two Latin words “bene” and 
“dicere,” which mean “to speak 
well” of someone. Generally, when 
someone speaks well of us, it 
neither makes us better nor worse 
persons. But, when God speaks 
well of us, his Word does change us 
distinctly. It gives us the grace to 
fi ght the good fi ght. Thus ends the 
Mass, and we are ready to continue 
forward in our Christian lives.

Looking for the fi rst part of the 
series? Go online to www.archokc.
org/news/6387-trouble-under-
standing-the-mass-here-s-a-sim-
ple-explanation.

Father Juan Jose Paniagua is a 
Peruvian priest living in Lima where 
he is dedicated to working with 
youth.

By Juan Jose Paniagua
Catholic Link
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Al sentarme para escribir esta columna mi 
mente y memoria se inunda con los recuerdos 
e imágenes de los últimos once días cuando 
viajé con Catholic Relief Services (CRS por sus 
siglas en inglés) a dos muy diferentes partes 
del mundo.

La primera etapa del viaje fue a Oriente 
Medio donde visitamos el trabajo a que CRS se 
dedica con sus distintos interlocutores en el 
Líbano y Jordania. Después viajamos a Ghana, 
por invitación de los obispos de África Occi-
dental para participar en la Asamblea Plenaria 
de la Conferencia Episcopal Regional de África 
Occidental. CRS y la USCCB (la Conferencia 
de Obispos Católicos de los Estados Unidos) 
han participado en proyectos humanitarios y 
de pastoreo durante muchos años en solidar-
idad con la Iglesia en África. Lo que sigue son 
algunos relatos de lo que tuve el privilegio de 
presenciar y ahora me siento obligado a com-
partir.

En el contexto de paisajes sorprendentes, 
variedad de culturas y la rica historia del Líba-
no y Jordania me llamó la atención el enorme 
sufrimiento humano que está barriendo esa 
región del mundo. Debido a la inestabilidad 
política y el extremismo violento en Irak y 

Siria los países vecinos han sido inundados 
con millones de refugiados y desplazados que 
huyen de la persecución. CRS y sus socios de 
Cáritas han intervenido para apoyar proyectos 
increíbles que traen esperanza y salvan vidas 
todos los días.

En Beirut visitamos un centro de retención 
donde las personas indocumentadas se en-
cuentran detenidas, en condiciones precarias, 

en una instalación del gobierno debajo de un 
puente urbano. CRS y sus socios están propor-
cionando un poco más de comodidad y alivio, e 
incluso ayudando con la construcción de una 
nueva instalación donde estas personas vul-
nerables serán capaces de explorar los recur-
sos legales disponibles para ellos de manera 
digna.

Visitamos un refugio para decenas de mu-
jeres, víctimas del tráfi co humano de patrones 
sin escrúpulos que las atraían como trabajado-
ras domésticas sólo para retenerles sus salar- 
ios y pasaportes. Esto no es otra cosa que una 
forma moderna de esclavitud que se ha vuelto 
muy común en todo el mundo.

No es sorprendente que muchas de estas 
mujeres, en su mayoría de África, también han 
sido víctimas de abuso sexual y físico. Ellas 
ahora están siendo amadas y muy bien cuida-
das en un lugar secreto encima de una escuela 
católica en Beirut por un equipo de religiosas y 
laicas con el apoyo de CRS.

Tuvimos almuerzo con una notable herma-
na del Buen Pastor, la Hermana Marie Claude 
Naddaf, quien describió su trabajo, que hace 
con la ayuda de CRS, como un apoyo a los 
refugiados en el Líbano y Siria. Su alegría y su 

espíritu indomable me hi-
cieron pensar en que ella 
era la Madre Teresa de 
Calcuta del Siglo XXI.

Uno de los lugares 
realmente esperanza-
dores que visitamos fue 
un centro interreligioso 
llamado en árabe, Adyan, 
que signifi ca “religiones”. 
Este instituto dirigido por 
un sacerdote maronita y 
una erudita mujer mu-
sulmana está trabajando 
para construir puentes y 
la comprensión a través 
de la educación y las 
iniciativas interculturales. 
Es uno de los esfuerzos 
de construcción de paz 
verdaderamente efi caces 
en la región.

En Jordania CRS ha 
trabajado en colaboración 
con Cáritas Jordania en 
muchos proyectos. Uno 
de los sitios que visitamos 
fue localizado en el mo- 

derno Hospital Italiano en Amman. Allí refugia-
dos, principalmente de Siria, pueden inscrib-
irse y  recibir asistencia que va desde servicios 
de salud y asesoramiento psicosocial hasta la 
distribución de alimentos básicos y vivienda.

Sin lugar a dudas uno de los proyectos de los 
cuales me sentí más orgulloso fue el fruto de 
una nueva asociación entre CRS, los Caballe-
ros de Colón, y Caritas Jordania. Los Caballe-

ros de Colón han 
proporcionado 
fondos para apoy-
ar un proyecto de 
educación para 
niños refugiados 
sirios desplaza-
dos y alojados 
en una escuela 
parroquial católica 
local. Estos niños, 
que han estado fuera de la escuela hasta por 
tres años debido a la guerra y por haber teni-
do que huir de su tierra natal, pueden ahora 
asistir a clases que les ayudan a ponerse al día 
con su grado escolar normal.

En la misma parroquia también celebramos 
Misa con un grupo de refugiados católicos ira-
quíes que habían huido a Amman desde Mosul 
después de que su antigua ciudad cristiana 
fuera invadida por ISIS. Sus historias son des-
garradoras, pero su esperanza está intacta.

En Ghana, fuimos recibidos por los obispos 
de los doce o más países de África Occidental 
que componen su conferencia episcopal region-
al, (RECOWA por sus siglas en inglés). Además 
de participar en las sesiones generales de la 
reunión, la ocasión también nos proporcionó 
una oportunidad para que la Doctora Carolyn 
Woo, presidenta y directora ejecutiva de CRS, 
el equipo de trabajo, el personal regional, así 
como personal de la USCCB y yo pudiéramos 
interactuar con los obispos sobre asuntos de 
mutuo interés en nuestras colaboraciones 
actuales. 

Uno de los proyectos de CRS que pude visitar 
en Accra, la capital de Ghana, donde se llevó 
a cabo la reunión, fue un programa alojado en 
una parroquia local con el apoyo de la Ofi cina 
de la Arquidiócesis para Matrimonio y Vida Fa-
miliar. CRS ha ayudado a desarrollar un pro-
grama llamado Fiel Hogar. Surgió en respuesta 
a la epidemia del VIH/SIDA en África como una 
forma de frenar la propagación de esta terrible 
enfermedad mediante la promoción de la fi del-
idad en el matrimonio. Se ha convertido en un 
programa de enriquecimiento matrimonial con 
enorme éxito.

Un elemento que se añadió posteriormente a 
Fiel Hogar ha sido un componente de planifi -
cación familiar natural robusta que le enseña 
y da apoyo a las parejas que desean alcanzar o 
espaciar sus embarazos y mantenerse fi el a las 
enseñanzas de la Iglesia sobre la paternidad 
responsable.

Cada vez que he tenido el privilegio de viajar 
a uno de los países en los que CRS trabaja en 
nombre de los Católicos de los Estados Unidos, 
he sido enriquecido de manera inimaginable. 
Este viaje no defraudó. Catholic Relief Services, 
CRS, les da a los católicos estadounidenses la 
oportunidad de practicar la solidaridad global 
como una expresión de nuestra fe católica a 
través de obras de justicia y misericordia.  

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Un viaje de fe y solidaridad

Arzobispo Coakley habla con feligreses y refugiados católicos después de la Misa 
en Amman, Jordania. Murad Saldawi por CRS/Cáritas Jordania.

Subasta Escolar
La Escuela Católica de San 

Carlos Borromeo gustaría invitarle 
a la 11ª Subasta Escolar Anual el 
16 de abril. El evento empieza a 
las 6 p.m. con estremes (bocadi-
tos) y cocteles. Tendrán subastas 
silenciosas, varios juegos, un bar 
abierto, una banda en vivo/DJ y 
una subasta de postre. Los boletos 
cuestan $30 por persona. Las for-
mas de reservación se encuentran 

en la ofi cina de la escuela o llame 
a Brooke Hall para obtener más 
información al (405) 596-6984 o al 
Tyandtasmom@yahoo.com.

Becas disponibles de la 
Fundación Católica 

Las solicitudes de becas para el 
2016-17 de la Fundación Católica 
de Oklahoma ya están disponibles. 
La Fundación Católica ofrece una 
beca de $6,000 dólares a estudi-

antes que asistan a colegios o 
universidades no-Católicas y una 
beca de $12,000 para estudiantes 
que asistan a colegios o universi-
dades Católicas. Se podrán ad-
quirir becas adicionales para un 
estudiante de medicina que asista 
a la Universidad de Oklahoma, 
para un estudiante de enfermería, 
para la escuela de su elección, 
para estudiantes que estudien 
música sacra, y para estudiantes 

que asisten a la Universidad de 
San Gregorio. Si le interesa favor 
de visitar la página de Catholic 
Foundation: www.cfook.org, o 
llamar a (405) 721-4115, o escribir 
a cfo-info@archokc.org. Las solici-
tudes se estarán recibiendo hasta 
el miércoles 6 de abril del 2016.

Más en línea: www.archokc.org/
informacion-en-espanol.

En breve
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Aconseja al dudoso: La segunda obra de misericordia espiritual

Muchos han sentido la satisfacción de haber 
ayudado a alguien. En la historia de la salvación 
encontramos ejemplos de soluciones importantes 
gracias a que se recibió un buen consejo. Por 
ejemplo, el rey Ezequías evitó la destrucción de 
Jerusalén al haber pedido consejo a Isaías (2 
Reyes 19). 

Hay necesidad de consejo y de buenos conseje-
ros. El buen consejo ayuda a defi nir “lo que hay 
que hacer”.

Algunas pistas para dar buen consejo:
• El principio más elemental cuando aconseja-

mos es ayudar al otro a que se oriente con segur- 
idad hacia el bien y a evitar el mal. El consejo no 
puede contradecir nuestro discipulado cristiano. 
Es necesario pedir la asistencia divina. Recordem-
os que esta acción implica el ejercicio del don del 
Espíritu, de consejo.

• Dice el refrán “Soy amigo de Platón, pero más 
amigo de la verdad”. La honestidad en el consejo 
exige aclarar que el bien que se busca está más 
allá del “principio del placer”. El buen consejo no 
busca satisfacer un gusto personal propio o ajeno. 

• El buen consejo no contradice la propia con-
ciencia ni manipula la ajena. Cuando alguien pide 
consejo es que quiere encontrar luces, pistas para 
entender y resolver efi cazmente un desafío. Es un 
deber respetar las decisiones de quien es aconse-
jado. El Evangelio es liberador: los buenos conse-
jos procuran hacer a las personas más libres, no 
más dependientes (Mc 10,17).

• Es necesario practicar la humildad y la pru-
dencia. Uno debe evitar las actitudes de “gurú” o 
de “consejero mágico”.

• Por el deseo de ayudar uno quisiera tener una 
opinión sobre casi cualquier cosa. Pero hay que 
evaluar la materia de que se trate: es muy distin-
to aconsejar sobre una marca de carro, a dar un 
consejo sobre un tema vocacional que determi-
nará decisiones que marcarán para toda la vida. 
Posiblemente el mejor consejo es referir la persona 
que busca consejo a alguien mejor preparado. Ni 
es malo ni vergonzoso el aceptar tus limitaciones.

Aconsejar es algo que se debe aprender. For-
marse, por ejemplo estudiando Las Reglas de 
Discernimiento de San Ignacio.  Pero la buena 
vida diaria de un católico nos va enseñado una 
sabiduría. Valoremos las experiencias que nos 
han permitido crecer y desde aquí con tranqui-

lidad de conciencia, compartamos serenamente 
nuestra manera de ver las cosas. 

La buena intención no es sufi ciente. Un psicólo-
go nos dice:

• Ofrece información sobre las opciones. Evita 
creer que sabes más que el aconsejado. “Mientras 
que tú puedes tener gran expertise sobre un tema, 
la persona que toma la decisión tiene más exper- 
iencia sobre la decisión en específi co”.  

• Ayudar a pensar sobre el problema. “Algunas 
veces, tener un ‘impacto positivo’ involucra la elec-
ción deliberada de no persuadir”.

Hay una frase que me ha ayudado a descifrar 
situaciones propias: “El gran problema en la co-
municación es que escuchamos para responder y 
no para entender”.

Lograr empatía, “sentir como el otro siente”, por 
unos instantes, antes de hablar, permite que unas 
sencillas palabras, a partir de lo que nosotros con 
honestidad entendemos, se transformen en una 
iluminación efectiva para un hijo, un amigo, un 
compañero de trabajo, y hasta para un descono-
cido. 

Nuestra Señora del Buen Consejo, ayúdanos 
aconsejar con amor.

Por Alvaro Marfull-Melendez
Director asociado, Ministerio Hispano 

Conoce al “Padre Francisco”, sacerdote mártir
DENVER — En su visita a México, 

el Papa Francisco mostró interés por 
los indígenas en Chiapas: almorzó 
con ellos, en la calle se detenía a 
bendecirlos y besarlos e incluso 
durante la homilía en la Misa cele-
brada en San Cristóbal de las Casas 
les habló en su propia lengua. Así 
como el Santo Padre, también hubo 
un sacerdote que tuvo el mismo in-
terés por los indios hasta el punto de 
morir mártir en Guatemala.

Corría el año 1981 y el país esta-
ba en plena guerra civil desde hacía 
tres décadas, donde las principales 
víctimas eran los indígenas. El P. 
Stanley Rother, conocido como el 
“Padre Francisco” era considerado 
un enemigo por proteger a sus parr- 
oquianos y proclamar el evangelio.

A la 1:30 a.m. del 28 de julio  el 
“Padre Francisco” fue despertado por 
el grito de “Padre, han venido por 
usted” pronunciado por una persona 
que fue conducida a punta de pistola 
hasta su habitación.

Lo esperaban tres hombres en-
mascarados conocidos como “ladi-
nos”, los hombres que masacraban 
a los indígenas y los campesinos 
pobres. Eran conocidos por sus 
secuestros y ahora querían “desapa-
recer” al P. Stanley. Él se resistió, no 
quería poner en peligro a la misión 
de la parroquia. Luchó durante 15 
minutos hasta que le dispararon dos 
veces. Así murió.

¿Cómo llegó este hombre prove-
niente de una familia sencilla de 
granjeros alemanes hasta la tierra de 
los indígenas de Guatemala?

Stanley Francis Rother nació 
en un pequeño pueblo llamado 
Okarche, ubicado en el estado de 
Oklahoma (Estados Unidos), donde 
la religión, la educación y la granja 
eran los pilares de la sociedad.

El joven llevaba una vida sencilla 
y trabajaba en la granja familiar. Al 
estar rodeado de sacerdotes sintió 
el llamado de Dios y partió al semi-
nario. Ahí comenzaría la verdadera 
aventura de su vida.

En el seminario desaprobó varios 
cursos. La hermana Clarissa Ten-
brick, que fue su profesora en quinto 

grado, le escribía para alentarlo y le 
recordaba que el Santo patrono de 
los sacerdotes, San Juan Vianney, 
también tuvo los mismos problemas 
en el seminario.

“Ambos eran hombres simples que 
sabían que tenían el llamado al sac- 
erdocio y alguien tuvo que impulsar-
los para que pudieran completar sus 
estudios. Después ellos llevaron la 
bondad, la simplicidad y un corazón 
generoso a todo lo que hacían”, dijo 
a ACI Prensa Maria Scaperlanda, la 
autora de la biografía del P. Stanley.

Mientras Stanley estaba en el 
seminario, San Juan XXIII pidió a 
Iglesia en Estados Unidos que envíe 
ayuda y que establezca misiones en 
Centroamérica. En respuesta a ese 
llamado, la diócesis de Oklahoma y 
la diócesis de Tulsa fundaron una 
misión en Santiago Atitlan, una 
comunidad indígena muy pobre en 
Guatemala.

Unos años después de haberse 
ordenado, el P. Stanley aceptó la 
invitación de unirse a la misión. Ahí 
pasó los siguientes 13 años de su 
vida.

Cuando llegó, el sacerdote resultó 
ser un curioso personaje en me-
dio de los indígenas con su metro 
ochenta y su barba roja. Su nombre 
también era extraño para los ma-

yas Tz´utujil que al no encontrar un 
equivalente en español para Stan-
ley, lo empezaron a llamar “Padre 
Francisco”, por su segundo nombre 
Francis.

Por su parte, el P. Stanley se dio 
cuenta de que todo lo que aprendió 
en la granja de su familia le po-
dría servir ya que como sacerdote 
misionero no sólo estaba llamado 
a celebrar la Misa, sino también a 
ayudar en el trabajo cotidiano de los 
campesinos.

Arreglaba camiones, trabajaba 
en el campo, construyó un granero, 
una escuela, un hospital y la prim-
era estación de radio católica, cuya 
señal llegaba hasta los pueblos más 
remotos.

El “Padre Francisco” también era 
conocido por su bondad, su entrega, 
su alegría y su preocupación por sus 
parroquianos. Scaperlanda comentó 
que los niños lo seguían y lo querían 
mucho.

“El P. Stanley tenía una dis-
posición natural para compartir el 
trabajo con la gente, de compartir 
el pan con ellos y de celebrar la vida 
con ellos. Eso hizo que esta comuni-
dad guatemalteca dijera “él era nues-
tro sacerdote””, comentó la autora.
La guerra civil

La violencia de la guerra civil llegó 

hasta la aldea. Sin embargo, las 
desapariciones, los asesinatos y el 
peligro no amedrentaron al “Padre 
Francisco”. Más bien se mantuvo 
fi rme y se convirtió en el apoyo de su 
pueblo.

Entre los años 1980 y 1981 la 
violencia alcanzó un punto inso-
portable. El P. Stanley veía como 
sus amigos y parroquianos eran 
secuestrados o asesinados. Incluso 
su nombre estaba en la lista negra. 
En una carta que envió a su fami- 
lia en su última Navidad escribió lo 
siguiente:

“La realidad es que estamos en 
peligro. Pero no sé cuándo o qué 
forma usará el gobierno para reprim-
ir más a la Iglesia. Dada la situación 
no estoy listo para irme. Pero si es 
mi destino y debo dar mi vida aquí, 
será así. No quiero abandonar a este 
pueblo… aún se puede hacer mucho 
bien en estas circunstancias”.

La carta termina con lo que sería 
su frase más famosa: “el pastor no 
puede huir ante la primera señal 
de peligro. Oren por nosotros para 
que podamos ser la señal del amor 
de Cristo para nuestro pueblo, que 
nuestra presencia los fortalezca para 
que enfrenten estos sufrimientos 
como preparación para el Reino que 
se acerca”.

En enero de 1981 volvió a Oklaho-
ma por unos meses y regresó para 
pasar la Pascua con su pueblo en 
Guatemala. En julio fue asesinado 
a causa de su fe y por proteger a los 
indígenas.

Scaperlanda, que también ha 
trabajado para la causa de canon-
ización del “Padre Francisco”, indicó 
que “el testimonio de vida de este 
sacerdote es un ejemplo para el Año 
de la Misericordia”.

En junio del año pasado, la Con-
gregación para las Causas de los 
Santos reconoció al P. Stanley como 
mártir.

Traducido y adaptado por María 
Ximena Rondón. Publicado original-
mente en CNA.

ACI Prensa

Padre Stanley Rother en Guatemala. Foto Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City.
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Jobs Box
Center of Family Love 
maintenance tech

The maintenance technician is 
responsible for duties that include 
installing, troubleshooting, re-
pairing and maintaining campus 
facilities and equipment under 
the direction of the maintenance 
supervisor. The right individual 
should have a working knowl-
edge of carpentry, electrical work, 
plumbing and lawn and ground 
beautifi cation. Submit resume 
to hr@cfl inc.org. Contact human 
resources at (405) 263-7104.

School principal 
Christ the King Catholic School 

in Oklahoma City seeks a prin-
cipal who will be a faith leader 

as well as an academic leader of 
a large Catholic parish school, 
serving more than 500 students in 
grades PK-3 through eighth grade. 
Candidate must be a practicing 
Catholic who has knowledge and 
understanding of the faith. Ap-
plicants should have a minimum 
of fi ve years teaching experience, 
preferably in a Catholic school, 
and a master’s degree in any 
education related fi eld. At least 
18 semester hours of graduate 
work should be in administration, 
supervision and curriculum de-
velopment. Position effective July 
1. For application contact (405) 
721-4202.

Custodial/maintenance services 

The Santa Fe Family Life Center, 
a mission of the Knights of Colum-
bus Council #1038, is looking for a 
dependable person to help main-
tain the appearance of the 55,000 
sq ft. facility located in Oklahoma 
City. Position will include janitorial 
and maintenance work for a family 
fi tness and sports complex. Prefer 
a high school diploma or equiva-
lent plus 1-2 years of experience 
in custodial, janitorial or cleaning 
services. Send resume and three 
references to j.timberlake@sffl c.
com.

Mother’s Day Out position
The Mother’s Day Out program 

at Christ the King serves children 
from ages 3 months to 3 years on 

Mondays and Wednesdays from 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. If looking for a 
part-time job and love children, 
the program may be good fi t. Safe 
Environment training and back-
ground check required. Contact 
Jenni Butch, jenni@ckokc.org.

Part-time newspaper assistant
The Sooner Catholic archdioce-

san newspaper is seeking a part-
time assistant to handle invoicing, 
bulk electronic communications 
through Flocknote, and minor 
uploading for the website. This 
fl exible paid position will be for 
two days a week from April 18 
through Aug. 26. Contact Human 
Resources Director Nancy Largent 
at nlargent@archokc.org.

Briefs
Jubilee pilgrimage

Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, 
O.S.B., of St. Gregory’s Abbey will 
lead a special pilgrimage to Poland 
and Rome for the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy. Pilgrims on this journey 
will leave Oklahoma City on July 
12 and return on July 23. The 
pilgrimage will begin in the land 
that formed the two 20th Century 
saints through whom the devotion 
to the Divine Mercy came to the 
Universal Church: St. Faustina 
Kowalska and Pope St. John Paul 
II. It will feature visits to Warsaw, 
Czestochowa, Auschwitz, Cracow, 
and the Shrine of Divine Mercy. 
The second portion of the pilgrim-
age will include the major pilgrim-
age sites and basilicas of Vatican 
City and Rome, giving pilgrims 
an opportunity to pass through 
the special Holy Doors during the 
special Jubilee Year of Mercy. For 
more information, please contact 
Abbot Lawrence as soon as possi-
ble at (405) 878-5463, or abbot@
monksok.org.  

Lenten mission
Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio will 

present a Lenten Mission at Christ 
the King Church, located at 8005 
Dorset Dr. in Oklahoma City, 
March 7-9. Talks begin at 7 p.m. 
in the church and will be followed 
by a brief question and answer 
period. The topics will be “Getting 
More Out of the Mass,” “Family as 
the Domestic Church” and “Holy 
Year of Mercy.” For more informa-
tion, call (405) 843-4766.

Life of the Party Gala
Birth Choice of Oklahoma Inc. to 

host Life of the Party Gala fund-
raiser with dinner, auction and 
dance. The gala will be at the Skir-
vin Hilton on March 12 at 6 p.m. 
Guest speaker is Kathleen Eaton 
Bravo. Black tie optional. Tick-
ets are $125 per person. Sponsor 
tables also available. Contact (405) 
606-8426.

“Real Communication: 
Developing the gifts of 
forgiveness, empathy and love”

Are you seeking more effective 
methods of communicating with 

your spouse, family and friends? 
The Offi ce of Family Life is pre-
senting a workshop entitled, “Real 
Communication: Developing the 
gifts of forgiveness, empathy and 
love,” at the Catholic Pastoral Cen-
ter, 7501 Northwest Expressway, 9 
a.m. to Noon on Saturday, March 
19. Michelle Morris, an Air Force 
instructor and college professor, 
will facilitate. Call (405) 721-8944.

Catholic Day with the Dodgers
Catholic Day with the OKC 

Dodgers will be Sunday, April 17, 
at 2:05 p.m. Tickets include fi eld 
seats, free Dodgers baseball hat, 
game program, face painting, in-
fl atables, pre-game player auto-
graphs, post-game kids run the 
bases. Deadline Friday, March 25. 
Contact Jazmin Cogburn at (405) 
721-9220, JCogburn@ArchOKC.
org.

Essay contest for middle school 
students

The Central Region Council of 
Catholic Women announced an 
essay contest for 7th and 8th 
grade Catholic students. 1st prize 
$100; 2nd prize $75; 3rd Prize 
$50. This year’s topic is “How am 
I being called to live this Year of 
Mercy?” Essays must be one page, 
typed, double-spaced and unedited 
by teachers or parents. Students 
must write their name, grade and 
name of school/church on the 
back. Essays must be mailed be-
fore March 31 to Charlene Smith, 
5024 N.W. 60, OKC 73122. Con-
tact (405) 728-7546, actretired@
cox.net.

Returning to the Church
St. Charles Borromeo Church 

in Oklahoma City will host “We 
Welcome You,” a group for people 
who are interested in investigating 
returning to the Catholic Church. 
This group will meet at 5024 N. 
Grove in the Kastner Room from 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. each Tuesday for 
fi ve weeks, beginning April 5, and 
ending May 3. The meetings are a 
confi dential place to discuss feel-
ings regarding the Church, to up-
date knowledge about the Church 
and renew your faith in a compas-

sionate atmosphere. Contact (405) 
789-4394.

Rachel’s Vineyard retreat
Have you had an abortion or 

been affected by another’s abor-
tion? Experience the healing love 
of Jesus Christ at a Rachel’s 
Vineyard weekend retreat. Par-
ticipation is strictly confi dential. 
Next retreat: April 8-10. Cost: $75 
for meals, private room, all retreat 
materials. Contact: (405) 623-
3844, rachelsvineyardokc@gmail.
com. Payment plans and fi nancial 
assistance available.

Black Tie Blue Jeans Night
St. Charles Borromeo School is 

hosting the 11th annual School 
Auction on April 16 at 6 p.m. Si-
lent auctions, games, an open bar 
and a live band/DJ. Tickets are 
$30 per person. Contact Brooke 
Hall at (405) 596-6984, 
tyandtasmom@yahoo.com.

Catholic Youth Choir Festival
Christ the King in Oklahoma 

City will host a Catholic Youth 
Choir Festival on April 23. All in-
terested choirs are invited to join. 
The event will be a day of singing 
and music making, culminating 
in a Mass with combined choirs. 
Contact Dallas Gambrell at (580) 
536-6351, dgambrell@
holyfamilylawton.org.

Tulsa parish hosts dinner 
extravaganza

St. Bernard of Clairvaux in Tulsa 
is hosting its 4th annual Dinner 
Extravaganza on Saturday, April 
30, at 7 p.m. at the Hard Rock 
Hotel and Casino. Tickets are $100 
each, includes dinner, door prizes, 
music and more. Proceeds benefi t 
Knights of Columbus Ultrasound 
Project, St. Bernard’s ACTS re-
treats, St. Bernard’s next Habi-
tat for Humanity house and The 
Center of Family Love in Okarche. 
For tickets, go online to stbernard-
stulsa.org or contact Kathy Sands 
at (918) 625-9836. 

Catholic sites tour
Trip to the Subiaco Monastery, 

Ave Maria Grotto, St. Paul Ca-

thedral, EWTN studio, The Most 
Blessed Sacrament and Lady of 
the Angels Monastery and other 
attractions in Arkansas, Tennessee 
and Alabama, April 18-22. Cost 
is $599. Contact Michael Zink at 
(405) 314-4120, Michael-the-j@
cox.net.

Walk where Jesus walked
Walk with bestselling Catholic 

author, Fr. Anthony Sortino, and 
Catholic missionary and record-
ing artist, Michael John Poirier 
and family, June 18-28. Includes 
adoration and holy hours with Mi-
chael and his inspirational music 
in the Convent of Notre Dame and 
in the Garden of Gethsemane. Sail 
on the Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, 
Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Jordan 
Baptismal site, Nazareth, Mount 
of Temptation, Qumran, the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, Ein Karem and more. 
$4,599 pp dbl occ from OKC. $300 
pp deposit. Unitours Inc. Call 
Melani Roewe, (405) 293-2003.   

Fr. Janocha to lead pilgrimage 
to Ireland

Fr. Carl William Janocha, St. 
Mary, Medford, will lead a pilgrim-
age to Ireland Nov. 2-12. The trip 
is $2,949 per person, including 
airfare from OKC, four-star ho-
tels, most meals and more. Sites 
include Waterford Area, Killarney, 
Galway, Connemara, Knock, Sligo 
and Dublin. Highlights will be a 
tour of the Ring of Kerry, a visit 
to Blarney Castle and the oppor-
tunity to kiss the Blarney Stone, 
Mass at the Church where the 
apparition of Our Lady of Knock 
occurred, a visit to the breathtak-
ing Cliffs of Moher and the Book of 
Kells. A $400 deposit is required. 
Contact Fr. Janocha at (580) 395-
2148; cwjanocha@kanokla.net.

Pilgrimage to Italy
Join Father Bill Pruett of St. 

James and Judi Wilkinson of 
St. Eugene for an inspiring and 
enriching pilgrimage to Tuscany, 
Assisi and Rome Nov. 8-17. Go 
online to www.travelillume.com/
trc/wco. Trip presentation March 
6 at 3 p.m., at St. Eugene, 2400 
W. Hefner Rd.
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Fourth Sunday of Lent.

The Secular Franciscan Order 
of St. Claire Fraternity meets 
at 1:15 p.m. the fi rst Sunday 
of the month at St. Thomas 
More, Norman, in the library. 
All are welcome. Contact Alice 
at (405) 473-7680.

Paulist Father John Hurley, 
a Missionary of Mercy ap-
pointed by Pope Francis for 
the Jubilee Year of Mercy, will 
speak at all weekend Masses 
at St. John in Edmond on 
March 5-6, and give a Lenten 
mission from 7 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. on March 7, 8 and 9. 
Call (405) 340-0691.

Memorial of Sts. Perpetua 
and Felicity.

Lenten mission March 7-9 
with Dr. Marcellino D’Ambro-
sio at Christ the King, 8005 
Dorset Dr. in OKC. Talks 
begin at 7 p.m. each night.

Memorial of St. John of God.

Catholic War Veterans (of 
any war/confl ict) will meet 
the second Tuesday of each 
month in the community 
room of St. Ann Retirement 
Center at 7 p.m. Contact Fr. 
M. Price Oswalt at (405) 235-
4565.

Memorial of St. Frances of 
Rome.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
Oklahoma Memorial Post 168 
will hold their monthly meet-
ing at 7 p.m. every second 
Wednesday in the Sunnylane 
Family Reception Center, 
3900 S.E. 29, Del City. Con-
tact Ken at (405) 739-0036, 
OklaPost168@cox.net.

Abstain from meat today.

The Benedictine Oblates 
of Mt. St. Scholastica meet 
monthly on the second Sat-
urday from Noon to 2:30 p.m. 
at in the school building, Rm. 
A/B, at St. Charles Borro-
meo. Contact Judith Martin 
at (405) 635-5665, 
jmmartinosb@yahoo.com.

Birth Choice of Oklahoma 
Inc. to host Life of the Party 
Gala fundraiser with dinner, 
auction and dance. The gala 
will be at the Skirvin Hilton 
at 6 p.m. Black tie option-
al. Tickets $125 per person. 
Contact Carrie at (405) 606-
8426.

Fifth Sunday of Lent.

Special collection for the 
Black and Indian Missions 
Offi ce.

Daylight Saving Time begins.

Charismatic Healing Mass, 
5:30 p.m., Immaculate Con-
ception, 3901 S.W. 29, OKC. 
Call (405) 685-4806.

St. Patrick’s Day.

Memorial Mass for St. Patrick 
at Noon at St. Joseph Old 
Cathedral in OKC. The O’Kla-
homa Irish Heritage Society 
dinner at Cattlemen’s in OKC. 
Contact Peg Malloy at (405) 
919-6949.

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to Infant Jesus of Prague. 
During these nine days, the 
novena prayers will be as 
follows – Monday-Friday fol-
lowing Noon Mass, Saturday 
following 5 p.m. Mass, Sun-
day following 11 a.m. Mass.

Bingo at St. James, 4201 S. 
McKinley Ave., OKC. Food 
served at 5:45 p.m. Bingo 
at 6:30 p.m. All games $10. 
Door prizes and recognition 
for players born in January, 
February and March. All 
players get entry for large fl at 
screen TV drawing in October. 
Contact Michael Zink, (405) 
314-4120.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m. in the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center chapel. 
Contact Toni Calvey at (405) 
630-0539, tonicalvey1900@

gmail.com or visit 
www.SpiritOKC.org.

Abstain from meat today.

Catholic Pastoral Center 
closed for staff retreat.

Feast of St. Joseph.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, at 
St. Ann Nursing Home, OKC. 
Mass at 9:30 a.m. in the 
chapel with meetings immedi-
ately following. Contact Toni 
Harrelson at (405) 341-2199.

The Offi ce of Family Life is 
presenting a workshop enti-
tled, “Real Communication: 
Developing the gifts of forgive-
ness, empathy and love,” at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Expressway, 
9 a.m. to Noon. Call (405) 
721-8944.

The community of the Secu-
lar Order of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary of Mt. Carmel and 
St. Teresa of Jesus – Oklaho-
ma Community and Province 
of St. Therese, meets at Little 
Flower Church, OKC, from 
Noon to 4:30 p.m. Call Bar-
bara Basgall (405) 826-3860.

Palm Sunday of the Passion 
of the Lord.
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Oklahoma Catholic women are invited to 
spend a day of refl ection and renewal at the 
2016 Oklahoma Catholic Women’s Conference 
in April. The 9th annual conference will be held 
April 16 at the Reed Center in Midwest City.

The conference will include a morning Mass 
with Archbishop Paul Coakley, adoration, Rec-
onciliation and a vendor area. Participants also 
are encouraged to bring donations for Sanctu-
ary Women’s Development Center, a service of 
Catholic Charities that provides resources and 
support for low income and homeless women 
and children. Donations requested include per-
sonal hygiene products, baby supplies and gift 
cards for gas and groceries. 

Four general sessions, featuring nationally 
and locally known speakers, are scheduled, 
and vendors will be in attendance selling 
books, clothing and religious items.

The registration fee is $55 through April 1, 
and includes a box lunch and drink. There is 
a discounted registration of $50 for women 
under age 30. After April 1, the registration is 
$65, and will be accepted as space permits. 
Registrations can be submitted on the con-
ference website at www.OCWConference.com 
using PayPal. Registrations also can be sub-
mitted by mail, using the form found on the 
website or in the parish offi ce. Special room 
rates are available at the Sheraton Hotel, which 
is part of the conference center, by calling (405) 
455-1800.

Speakers at the general sessions are:
 Father Andrew Joseph Apostoli, C.F.R., is 

a founding member for the Franciscan Friars of 
the Renewal and hosts “Sunday Night Prime” 
on EWTN. 
 Marie Bellet is a singer/songwriter and 

mother of nine. Learn more about Bellet at 
www.mariebellet.com.
 Lisa M. Hendey is the founder and editor 

of CatholicMom.com and the bestselling author 
of “The Grace of Yes, The Handbook for Cath-
olic Moms” and “A Book of Saints for Catholic 
Moms.” She is the host of “Catholic Moments,” 
on Radio Maria and the technology contributor 
for EWTN’s SonRise Morning Show. Learn more 
about Hendey at www.lisahendey.com.

The Oklahoma Catholic Women’s Conference 
is a 501(c)3 organization. Donations are tax de-
ductible. The mission of the Oklahoma Catholic 
Women’s Conference is to provide an annual 
event for the women of Oklahoma. 

The goal of the conference is to give women 
a more extensive knowledge of their Catholic 
faith as well as encourage them to receive the 
many graces available through frequent recep-
tion of the Sacraments and the study of Sacred 
Scripture in conjunction with the Catechism.

For more information, go online to www.
OCWConference.com.
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Catholic men’s conference reinvigorates faith, commitment

NORMAN – Organizers said it 
was only fi tting to have a sellout 
on the 20th anniversary of the 
Oklahoma men’s Catholic confer-
ence, “In the Father’s Footsteps.”

“This is the way it should be,” 
said Ray Haefele, the longtime 
director of the conference. 

More than 950 men from across 
the state, and some from beyond, 
came together Feb. 27 at Nor-
man’s Embassy Suites to deepen 
their Catholic faith in an effort to 
become better Christians, better 
husbands and better fathers.

In addressing the group, Haefele 
pointed out how the conference 
had grown every year, from the 
fi rst time in 1996 when the late 
Father John Petuskey told Haefe-
le and others they could meet at 
Saint John the Baptist in Edmond. 
From there the event moved to 
Bishop McGuinness High School 
and outgrew that venue moving 

to the conference center six years 
ago.

Also honored for helping to start 
“In the Father’s Footsteps” were 
Deacon Roy Forsythe and Deacon 
Bill Bawden.

Perhaps it was last year’s con-
ference in sleet and snow that 
really made Haefele realize what a 
special experience he had on his 
hands. 

“I thought we would only have 
100 guys at that one,” he said. In-
stead more than 700 showed up.

“It was amazing. I really knew 
then, it was something very mean-
ingful to these guys.” 

And of the 200 who didn’t brave 
the weather last year, not a one 
asked for a refund.

In the past two decades, more 
than 16,000 men have attended 
and listened to just under 100 
speakers. All of them come to the 
conference with a dynamic mes-
sage. That was the case again this 
year as speakers included His Em-
inence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, 
archbishop of the Archdiocese of 
Galveston-Houston; Curtis Martin, 
founder and chief executive of Fo-
cus (Fellowship of Catholic Univer-
sity Students); author Kevin Vost; 
and former NFL player Kevin Reil-
ly. This year’s theme was “Come to 
Me” taken from Matthew 11:28.

Curtis Martin urged the men to 
deepen their faith by reading Gos-
pel passages prayerfully each day 
as advocated by Pope Benedict.

“If you are what you are meant 
to be, you’d set the world on fi re,” 
Martin said.

Cardinal DiNardo also urged 
reading the Gospels.

“You can’t go wrong with the 
words of Jesus,” Cardinal DiNar-
do said. He also asked men to 
consider being a part of a church 
outreach. 

Many of this year’s participants 
in the conference plan to return.

“It’s great to have your faith 
reinvigorated,” said Mac Morton, 
a parishioner at Epiphany of the 
Lord in Oklahoma City.

 Others also enjoyed the fellow-
ship of the event.

“I like a good speaker, but it’s 
nice to see everyone also,” said 
Larry Stevens of Edmond. 

There were attendees like Bing 
Martin of Edmond who estimated 
he had probably attended 15 con-
ferences.

The day allowed for a communi-
ty reconciliation service rite with 
more than 20 priests with Mass 
was celebrated by Cardinal DiNar-
do.

More than 900 men gathered in Norman for the 2016 Catholic men’s conference, “In 
the Father’s Footsteps.” Photos Steve Gust.

By Steve Gust
For the Sooner Catholic

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s Conference 2016

St. Patrick’s Day Mass and dinner
A memorial Mass in honor of St. 

Patrick, the apostle of Ireland, will be cel-
ebrated March 17 at Noon at St. Joseph 
Old Cathedral, 307 N.W. 4, in Oklaho-
ma City. The O’klahoma Irish Heritage 
Society will host a reception following 
Mass.  All are welcome. The society also 
will host a dinner on March 17 at Cattle-
men’s Special Event Center in Oklahoma 
City. Reservations required by March 14. 
Contact Peg Malloy (405) 919-6949 or 
Tim O’Connor (405) 463-6998.
CNS photo/Mike Crupi, Catholic Cou-
rier.

Cardinal DiNardo with Gary Hoeffken.


