
The goal of advancing Christ’s mission in the 
world is getting a boost through a new religious 
leadership program called the Blessed Stanley 
Rother Institute.

The Rother Institute, which is named in 

honor of the Oklahoma priest, missionary 
and martyr who gave his life for his faith, will 
provide faith formation for spiritual leaders 
in the archdiocese, including religious educa-
tion directors, Catholic school teachers and 
principals, parish catechists, youth ministers, 
deacons and RCIA coordinators.

According to Jim Beckman, executive di-

rector of evangelization and catechesis for 
the archdiocese, the mission will be achieved 
through catechetical workshops, certification 
courses and theology degree programs.

Beckman said deacons already are in class-
es, and the curriculum for other lay ministers 
will be up and running by the fall. 
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Go Make Disciples

Archbishop Coakley establishes first 
Blessed Stanley Rother Institute

By Steve Gust 
The Sooner Catholic

One Church, 
Many Disciples 

campaign to 
strengthen 

growing parishes Celebrating sisters for all 
By Debi Wagner 

The Sooner Catholic
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Sr. Barbara Joseph Foley, C.S.T., at her outreach program to the 
homeless, Sister BJ’s Pantry. Photos Sooner Catholic archives.

Sr. Veronica Higgins, C.S.T. 

The number of Oklahomans 
has grown substantially in recent 
years. In just the seven years be-
tween 2010 and 2017, the state’s 
population increased by more 
than 179,000 people. This growth 
has brought with it an increase in 
the number of Catholics as well. 

For more than 100 years, Catho-
lics made up only about 4 percent 
of the state population, but Cath-
olics now comprise an estimated 8 
percent of the population. Today, 
there are more than 200,000 
Catholics who make up the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City in cen-
tral and western Oklahoma. 

Parishes in south Oklahoma 
City such as Sacred Heart, Saint 
James the Greater and Little 
Flower are starting to feel the 
effects of the growing number of 
parishioners. Saint James the 

continued on page 7

An official component 
of Women’s Histo-
ry Month, National 

Catholic Sisters Week cele-
brates the activities of Catho-
lic sisters, past and present, 
with storytelling events and 
social-media outreach. 

“It is intended to shine a 
national spotlight on the good 
works and goodwill of Catholic 
sisters,” according to the cam-
paign’s Facebook page.

The week not only honors 
the nation’s 47,170 Catholic 
sisters, but also encourages 
young women to explore the 
possibility of religious life.

There are many sisters 
working in the Archdiocese of 

Oklahoma City. This dynam-
ic group of women supports 
the mission of the Church in 

unique ways, from support-
ing education to caring for 
the most vulnerable Oklaho-
mans. 

Representing the Con-
gregation of Notre Dame in 
Oklahoma City are Sister 
Kay Powers and Sister Betty 
Kehoe. Sister Kay serves as 
the Safe Environment Coor-
dinator for the archdiocese, 
after working many years in 
education. Sister Kay said 
the things that attracted her 
to the order were their com-
mitment to education, and 
the fact that they were fun. 

“I am extremely grateful 
for the gift of my vocation,” 
Sister Kay said. 

Sister Betty came to Okla-
homa City in 1990 with a 
new degree in Marriage and 

Family Counseling. She was 
one of the first counselors to 
join the new Saint Joseph’s 
Family Counseling Center at 
Catholic Charities. 

Now retired from full-time 
counseling, she is active with 
Catholic Charities’ Sanctuary 
Women’s Development Center. 

“Jesus had no place to lay 
his head, just like these wom-
en have no place to lay their 
heads,” she said. “What a gift 
hope is. I feel so blessed by 
them.”

Sister Diane Koorie of the 
Sisters of Mercy emphasizes 
two things that affected her 
vocation discernment. Her 
parents were very encourag-
ing, and held a high regard for 
religious life. She also attend-
ed a Catholic school where she 

Fifth annual National Catholic Sisters Week March 8-14

continued on page 4
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a St. Patrick Cemetery 
altar blessing Everyone is 
invited to a Mass to bless the 
new altar at St. Patrick Cem-
etery at 11:30 a.m.  March 
17. The cemetery is located 
on the north side of N.W. 
234 and Sorghum Mill Road 
between Council Road and 
County Line. Potluck meal af-
ter Mass; weather permitting. 
Bring food dish and chair.

a Catholic Foundation 
Scholarship deadline All ap-
plications for Catholic Foun-
dation Scholarships must 
be submitted to the Catholic 
Foundation office by April 
3. Pastor recommendations 
are due by March 16. Visit 
http://cfook.org.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

During the 1995 memorial service following the 
bombing of the federal building in Oklahoma City, the 
late great evangelist Billy Graham said, “The spirit of 
this city and nation will not be defeated. Our deeply 
rooted faith sustains us.” We characteristically turn 
to faith during times of crisis. It is what we do in 
Oklahoma. 

In fact, a measure recently passed out of committee 
at the state legislature proposes the nation’s motto 
“In God We Trust” be posted in every classroom. At a 
time when our nation is experiencing tragedies with 
devastating frequency, why aren’t we turning to God 
to help shape our response to injustice and vulnera-
bility? 

Unfortunately, we often fail to seek God’s wisdom 
and guidance in preventing and responding to these 
tragedies. We place our trust in wisdom of a worldli-
er sort. Since the 
most recent school 
massacre in Park-
land, Fla., there 
have been many 
anguished and 
angry cries calling 
for greater securi-
ty in our schools, 
even to the point of 
arming teachers. 

Many have called 
for more strict 
limits on guns or 
the elimination of 
certain types of 
weapons. Others 
have opposed these 
proposals just as 
strenuously. Legis-
lators appear to be 
hamstrung. How 
can we address and 
curb this rising tide 
of violence and pro-
vide a safe environ-
ment for learning? 

It seems we are 
at an impasse. We 
are paralyzed by 
various competing 
values and alle-
giances. One of the most cherished American free-
doms is the right to bear arms as enshrined in the 
Second Amendment of the Constitution. What the 
founders intended by this freedom has been debated 
for more than 200 years. 

On the other hand, the First Commandment of the 

Decalogue is clear, “I 
am the Lord your God, 
you shall not have other 
gods beside me.” Many 
things can become false 
gods for us by demand-
ing our allegiance and 
submission in ways that 
are idolatrous. These 
could be wealth or plea-
sure or power. 

It is not within my competence to write public 
policy. But as a pastor, I have an obligation to call 
people of faith to an examination of conscience. In 
this matter of school safety, has our faith in God been 
eclipsed by a naïve faith in our ability to defend our 
children by arming ourselves to the teeth? 

Make no mistake, 
I am a proponent of 
the Second Amend-
ment. I enjoy the 
freedoms that the 
Constitution guar-
antees. But, we can 
make idols of many 
good things simply 
by valuing them too 
much and sub-
stituting them for 
trust in God and 
the allegiance that 
is due to Him and 
Him alone. 

As people of faith, 
we are swift to 
offer prayer to the 
victims of violence, 
especially innocent 
children. And, we 
should. But, we 
are called to more. 
We also are called 
to act. What action 
are we called to? 

To begin with, 
we are called to 
repent. We must 
begin by acknowl-
edging our own 

blindness and sinfulness. We are called to turn to the 
Lord and seek his wisdom and guidance. God’s ways 
are not our ways. History shows us that the Lord will 
open a new way forward to those who seek him and 
put their trust in him.

“In God we trust.” May it be so.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

In God we trust

For our parish 
community, that we 

would help build the 
Church in African 
American, American 

Indian and Alaska Native 
communities through 
generous support of the 

Black and Indian Mission 
Collection. 

Lord, hear our prayer.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

March 4 – Confirmation, 12:15 p.m., Christ the King, OKC
March 6 – All School Mass, 9:40 a.m., Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School, OKC
March 6 – Oklahoma Conference of Churches Communion Leaders meeting, 11:30 a.m.
March 6 – One Church Many Disciples Wave 2 volunteer orientation, 6 p.m., St. Peter, Woodward
March 7 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:45 a.m., St. Mary, Lawton
March 8 – Archdiocesan School Advisory Council meeting, 7:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
March 8 – Personnel Board meeting, 10 a.m., CPC
March 8 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
March 8 – One Church Many Disciples Wave 2 volunteer orientation, 6 p.m., St. John, Edmond
March 10 – Mass at Oklahoma Catholic Women’s Conference, 8 a.m., Edmond Conference Center
March 10 – Confirmation, 5 p.m., St. Eugene, OKC
March 11 – Mass and groundbreaking for new church, 11 a.m., St. Thomas More University Parish, Norman
March 13 – St. Ann Retirement Center Board meeting, 8 a.m., CPC
March 13 – Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
March 13 – Priests Continuing Formation Committee meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
March 13 – Mass with UCO students, 7 p.m., Y Chapel at UCO, Edmond
March 16 – One Church Many Disciples Wave 2 volunteer orientation in Spanish, 6 p.m., Little Flower, OKC
March 17 – ACCW Woman of Achievement Mass and luncheon, 11 a.m., Epiphany, OKC
March 17 – Confirmation, 5 p.m., St. Joseph, Norman

had the opportunity to interact 
with the sisters and even partic-
ipate in some of their ministry 
activities. Sister Diane works in 
adult faith formation throughout 
the archdiocese.

The Carmelites of Saint 
Therese are celebrating their 
100th year in Oklahoma 
City. Sister Barbara Joseph is 
the superior, and she also oper-
ates Sister BJ’s Pantry, an out-
reach program to the homeless.

Sister Veronica Higgins works 
as a case manager at the Center 
of Family Love in Okarche, and 
finds great joy working with 
residents. Both Sister Veron-
ica and Sister BJ emphasized 
their prayerful relationship 
with Jesus as prompting their 
decision to join religious life.

Even though there is great 
diversity in the work they 

do, all of the sisters expressed 
gratitude for their vocation, and 
would encourage any young 
women who feel they may be 
called to religious life, to serious-
ly consider it. 

They suggested seeking spiri-
tual direction, and spending time 
in prayer while discerning. 

As Sister Diane said, “There 
are all kinds of communities and 
all kinds of ways to live religious 
life. It’s a wonderful life, and a 
wonderful way to answer God’s 
call to be holy, which is really 
our only vocation.”  

Debi Wagner is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic. 
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Black and Indian Mission collection bolsters 
programs in archdiocese

In 1884, the U.S. Catholic Bishops estab-
lished a charity to support the mission 
work among African-American, American 

Indian and Alaska Native people. The charity 
organized a national collection for what be-
came the Black and Indian Mission Office. 

Today, the annual Black and Indian Mis-
sion Collection helps with grants to operate 
schools, establish parish-based catechetical 
programs, support teachers, encourage voca-
tions to priesthood and religious life, sponsor 
events and other missionary needs. The gener-
osity of the Catholic faithful enables the Black 
and Indian Mission Office to build the Body of 
Christ in dioceses throughout the country.

This year, the annual Black and Indian Mis-
sion Collection in the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City is March 10-11. It is held the second 
weekend in March, and comes during Lent, 
which is a time to concentrate on prayer, fast-
ing and almsgiving. The collection comes soon 

after Saint Katharine 
Drexel’s feast day of 
March 3. Throughout 
the south and west, 
Drexel funded Cath-
olic Indian missions 
and schools for Afri-
can-American chil-
dren. One example 
is the Indian mission 
school founded in 
1891 by Father Isidore 
Ricklin, O.S.B., in 
what is now Anadarko.  

The mission collec-
tion grants continue 
Drexel’s and Ricklin’s 
evangelization efforts 
by supporting and 
assisting with religious 
education programs at 
Saint Patrick in Anadarko and its rural mis-
sions; Our Lady of the Rosary in Binger; and 
Saint Richard in Carnegie. Grant funding has 
provided school supplies, religious education 
class materials and Christmas pageant items 
for the Saint Patrick religious education pro-
gram. 

BIMO grants also allowed the archdiocese to 
establish the American Indian Catholic Out-
reach (AICO) office, led by Deacon Roy Callison 
(Cherokee). The Prayer in the Four Directions 
evangelization retreat is supported in part by 
the mission. Additional programs supported 
by the grants are the Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 

Mass and Honor Dance held each summer at 
Saint Gregory’s Abbey. 

Scholarships for Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Youth Camp also are provided through 
the grants as well as the development and ex-
pansion of outreach programs at Corpus Christi 
in Oklahoma City. In 2015, more than 95 
percent of the mission collection funds collected 
by parishes in the archdiocese came back to 
support evangelization within the archdiocese. 

The Black and Indian Mission Office also 
helps support the National Black Catholic 
Congress and the Tekakwitha Conference. Go 
online to http://blackandindianmission.org.

2018 collection March 10-11

American Indian 
Catholic Outreach

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha
Spiritual Center of 
Oklahoma

Deacon Roy Callison, 
Coordinator
(918) 822-3255
rcallison@archokc.org

 

A weekend experience of Benedictine life  
For single Catholic women ages 18-35 
who are open to God’s call to religious life. 

 

Spend time in prayer, reflection and conversation with 
the Sisters as we listen together to God’s word through 

lectio divina and liturgy. 
For more information and to register: 

stjomonastery@gmail.com 
or call Sr. Marie Therese: 918-289-9251. 

Monastic Moment ~  March 23 6:30 pm -  March 25 noon 

 St. Joseph Monastery    2200 S. Lewis, Tulsa, OK   

continued from page 1

Celebrating sisters for all 

Sr. Betty  Kehoe, C.N.D.; Sr. Anne Leonard, C.N.D.; Sr. Kay Powers, C.N.D. and 
Archbishop Coakley at the Beatification Mass of Blessed Stanley Rother. Photo 
Sooner Catholic archives.

Office of Vocations
vocations@archokc.org

(405) 721-9351

National Catholic Sisters Week
www.nationalcatholicsistersweek.org 

Facebook, Pinterest and Twitter
#NCSW2018

Fifth annual National Catholic Sisters Week March 8-14



The institute will be coordinated by the Office 
of Christian Leadership Development with Jason 
Fugikawa as director.

Fugikawa said the new outreach has a simple 
mission statement to educate and form mission-
ary disciples for the new evangelization. 

“The Blessed Stanley Rother Institute seeks 
to fulfill the various needs of the archdiocese in 
educating and forming the faithful to become 
missionary disciples in a variety of roles and 
contexts,” Fugikawa said.

Fugikawa explained the institute is part of 
Archbishop Coakley’s strategic plan that start-
ed with his pastoral letter, “Go Make Disciples.” 
The archdiocese and other Catholic leaders will 
continue to define the objectives of the Rother 
Institute this summer. 

For now, faculty members of the institute 
include Fugikawa; Beckman; Carole Brown, 
director of new evangelization and missionary 
discipleship; Pedro Moreno, director of Hispanic 
and multi-cultural ministry; Alvaro Marfull-Me-
lendez, associate director of Hispanic ministry; 
and Alexander Schimpf, director of marriage and 
family life. 

“The number of people directly associated with 
the institute is expected to grow as programs 
develop and participants take on 
mentorship roles,” Fugikawa said.

As part of the program, the 
archdiocese will continue its part-
nership with Newman University 
in Wichita for degrees in pastoral 
ministry. 

“We also will be developing sin-
gle-evening and short event series 
on important and practical topics 
hosted at local parishes for people 
who want to deepen their relation-
ship with Jesus Christ in a more 
introductory format,” he added.

Among the virtues of the Rother 
Institute is that the new program 
will “listen and bear witness to the 
truth, who is Jesus Christ,” Fugika-
wa said. And, the institute seeks 
to raise generations of Catholics 
to perform great deeds with God’s 
gifts.

The bottom line is to establish a 
foundation in the faith that Fugika-
wa and Beckman hope will pay 
dividends into the future.

“By coordinating many of the for-
mation and discipleship programs 
already offered by the archdiocese 
together with new offerings under 
development, the Rother Institute 
seeks to increase the effectiveness 
of all our efforts to grow in our rela-
tionship with Christ.”

Steve Gust is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.
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Oklahoma Catholic leader chosen 
for national committee

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

The dapper Monsignor John 
Dudek shown here in the mid-
1920s was an important fixture 

during the episcopate of Bishop Francis 
Kelley. Arriving in Oklahoma as a small 
child, he converted to Catholicism at 
age 15. After working as a piano teacher 
and parole officer, he entered the semi-
nary and was ordained in 1918. Due to 
his many talents, he was administrator 
of the Bohemian settlements of Saint 
Wenceslaus in Prague and Saint John 
Nepomuk in Yukon as well as assistant 
chaplain at Saint Joseph’s Orphanage. 
In his spare time, he edited the dioce-
san newspaper, “The Orphan Record.” 
In 1925, he was named chancellor of 
the Diocese of Oklahoma, an office he held for 29 years. A scholar 
and gifted writer, his works were published in H.L. Mencken’s “The 
American Mercury.” In fact, he became a friend of Mencken, who 
was a satirist, agnostic, member of the famous group of writers 
known as the Algonquin Round Table and general curmudgeon. The 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City has an extensive collection of 
the correspondence between the two men that is a treasure 

trove of humor, a time capsule of life in the 1930s, and 
a study in the mutual respect they shared despite their 
obvious philosophical differences. Monsignor Dudek died 
on July 5, 1963.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Monsignor John Dudek

The National Service Committee of the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal, at its recent meeting in Miami, 

elected Jim Beckman to a second 
three-year term. 

Beckman serves as the executive 
director of evangelization and cat-
echesis for the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City. He has been involved 
with diocesan and parish ministry, 
evangelization and leadership devel-
opment for more than 30 years. 

A graduate from Franciscan Uni-
versity of Steubenville in 1987, Jim 

has served in various roles of leadership for national, 
regional and local ministry. 

Beckman also is the executive director of Impact-
Center, a non-profit dedicated to leadership devel-
opment in the Catholic Church, and serves as an 
adjunct professor for the Augustine Institute, teach-
ing on topics of leadership, evangelization and disci-
pleship. 

The National Service Committee is a body of lead-
ers in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal who work 
together to serve the Lord in renewing the grace of 
Pentecost in the life and mission of the Church. Jim Beckman

continued from page 1

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, a catechet-
ical method aimed at facilitating the relation-
ship between God and the young child, is pres-
ent at six parishes in the diocese with plans for 
a seventh parish underway. 

Earlier this year, catechists from each parish 
began quarterly meetings at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center under the guidance of Jim Beckman, 
executive director of the Secretariat for Evange-

lization and Catechesis, and Pat Koenig, direc-
tor of Children’s Catechesis and Evangelization. 

Laura Webb, catechist at Christ the King in 
Oklahoma City, is excited that the archdiocese 
has become directly involved with the program. 

“Having their support is huge,” she said. “It’s 
something we’ve been praying for. Our meet-
ings at the pastoral center are uniting several 
parishes who had been doing this work inde-
pendently. We are now under one umbrella and 
are becoming a CGS region, which puts our 
work on the map on a national level.”

In addition to facilitating meetings, the arch-
diocese is providing funding to cover half the 
cost of the next catechist training, scheduled to 
take place in the fall at Saint Monica in Ed-
mond. 

“I wanted to help parishes know who actually 
is doing the method, to facilitate networking 
and collaboration,” Beckman said. “We wanted 
to help parishes get more catechists trained, so 
we are assisting with funding so more parishes 
can implement it.”

Beckman became familiar with the program 
while living in Denver. 

“I’m a big fan of it because of the fruitfulness 
that I’ve seen,” he said. “It’s a very effective 
method of catechesis and evangelization in 
young children. Kids tend to be very visual and 
tactile.”

Father Stephen Hamilton, pastor of Saint 
Monica in Edmond, agrees that the tactile 
nature of the Catechesis of the Good Shep-

herd allows children to enter into the mystery 
of God. Saint Monica uses CGS along with its 
Family Formation model to prepare children 
for the sacraments of First Reconciliation and 
First Communion. 

“Often our formation classes and efforts can 
feel, and look, like an adult classroom, and 
our presentations take on an academic feel. 
The result is that our formation efforts tend to 
require a level of conceptual ability that can be 
difficult for younger minds if our presentations 
are abstract or exist in the realm of theory.”

The children’s parents see the effects of this 
focus. Jamie Beauregard, a parishioner at 
Saint Benedict in Shawnee, drives her children 
to the atrium at Saint Francis of Assisi in Okla-
homa City every week. 

“It’s an encounter, rather than a classroom,” 
she said. “It’s fostering a relationship with Je-
sus, presenting Jesus as Good Shepherd.”

Webb explained how the catechists foster 
that relationship with Christ. 

“Before the child enters the place especial-
ly prepared for them, we invite them to learn 
how to quiet their bodies completely, to still 
themselves to a pace that’s more to where they 
can listen with the ears of their hearts because 
that’s how they can hear God. This is different 
from anywhere else in the world: it is a place 
where the child gets to be slow, gets to be qui-
et.”

During Women’s History Month 
in March, we remember some of 
the Catholic women who helped 
pave the way for the American 
Catholic Church.

Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini
Saint Francis Xavier Cabrini 

was the first naturalized American 
citizen to be canonized a saint by 
the Catholic Church. 
Saint Cabrini was an 
Italian-American re-
ligious sister who 
founded more than 67 
institutes, including 
the Missionary Sisters 
of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, a Catholic reli-
gious institute that was 
a major support to the 
Italian immigrants to 
the United States. 

Cabrini arrived in New York 
City on March 31, 1889, along 
with six other sisters. She en-
countered unimaginable disap-
pointment and difficulties at every 
step. She eventually obtained the 
permission of the archbishop to 
found an orphanage, which is 

known today as the Saint Cabrini 
Home.

Saint Cabrini established 
schools and orphanages despite 
insurmountable odds. She orga-
nized education classes for the 
Italian immigrants and provided 
for the needs of the many or-
phans.  

Saint Cabrini is the patron 
saint of immigrants. Her feast 
day is Dec. 22.

Saint Elizabeth Ann 
Seton

Mother Seton is one 
of the cornerstones of 
the American Catholic 
Church. She was the first 
American-born saint to be 
canonized. She established 
the first American religious 
community for women, 
the Sisters of Charity. She 
opened the first American 
parish school and estab-

lished the first American Catholic 
orphanage, all within the span 
of 46 years, while raising her five 
children.

Two years after her husband’s 
death in Italy, she converted to 
Catholicism. It was her work that 
marked the beginning of the paro-

chial school sys-
tem in the United 
States. Mother 
Seton founded the 
religious commu-
nity of the Sisters 
of Charity of Saint 
Joseph, the first 
congregation of 
religious sisters to 
be founded in the 
United States. 

Mother Seton 

suffered great trials of sickness, 
misunderstanding, the death of 

loved ones (her 
husband and two 
young daughters) 
and the heartache 
of a wayward son. 

Saint Elizabeth 
Ann Seton died 
of tuberculosis 
in 1821 at the 
age of 46, and is 
entombed at the 
National Shrine 
of Saint Elizabeth 

Ann Seton in Emmitsburg, Md. 
Her feast day is Jan. 4. 

Saint Katharine Drexel
Saint Katharine was born in 

Philadelphia to a wealthy family. 
At the time of her death, she had 
used more than $12 million of her 
inheritance for her charitable and 
apostolic missions.

In 1884, she traveled with her 
father and sisters to the west-
ern states, where they witnessed 
the poverty and 
destitution 
of American 
Indians on res-
ervation lands.

At an audi-
ence with Pope 
Leo XIII, she 
and her sis-
ters asked for 
missionaries 
to staff Indian 
missions they 
had been financing. To her sur-
prise, the pope suggested Sister 
Katharine become a missionary 
herself, so she did.

She entered the Sisters of Mercy 
convent in Pittsburgh and then led 

13 other women in founding the 
congregation of the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament. She minis-
tered to American Indians and 
African-Americans in the west and 
southwest until her death in 1955. 
Her feast day is March 3. 

Blessed Miriam Teresa Dem-
janovich

Blessed Miriam Teresa Dem-
janovich, S.C., was an Ameri-
can Ruthenian 
Catholic Sister 
of Charity, who 
has been be-
atified. The 
beatification 
ceremony was 
the first to take 
place in the 
United States.

As a pos-
tulant and 
novice, Dem-
janovich taught at the Academy of 
Saint Elizabeth in Convent Sta-
tion. She wrote 26 conferences, 
which, after her death, were pub-
lished in a book, “Greater Perfec-
tion.” Demjanovich’s profession 
of permanent religious vows was 
made in articulo mortis (danger of 
death) on April 2, 1927. 

Because of Demjanovich’s saintly 
life, her striving for perfection in 
her religious life, spiritual writings 
and the favors received by others 
after her death through her inter-
cession with God, the Sisters of 
Charity petitioned Rome for per-
mission to open a Cause for her 
beatification. She was beatified on 
Oct. 4, 2014, in Newark, N.J. Her 
feast day is May 8.

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.
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Inspiring Catholic women who changed lives in America 
By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

www.stelizabethedmond.org
REGISTER ONLINE:

FRIDAY MAY 4th

1:00PM START
KICKINGBIRD
G O L F  C O U R S E

Good Shepherd method excites young Catholics
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Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
announces Oklahoma’s 
longest married couple

We’re breaking ground and everyone’s invited! 
Please join Archbishop Paul Coakley, Father James Goins, our 

students, alumni, parish and friends on 

Sunday, March 11, 2018  
Noon (following 11:00 a.m. Mass) 

Followed by a reception in the Atrium 

No RSVP required. 

St. Thomas More University Parish  
and Student Center 
100 Stinson, Norman 
(405) 321-0990  stm-ou.org 

For tickets, go online to birthchoice.org. For further 
information, contact Carrie Rossow at (405) 640-7277.

Arden and Thelma Lee 
Crum, of Oklahoma City, 
are the 2018 Oklahoma 

winners of the Longest Married 
Couple Project, sponsored by 
Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter. They have been married 75 
years. 

“It is an honor to announce 
Arden and Thelma Lee Crum as 
the Oklahoma winners; they have 
truly shown their long-time com-
mitment to marriage,” explained 
Rick and Bev Feller, Oklahoma’s 
Marriage Encounter leadership 
team.  

The couple officially will be 
recognized at an upcoming cere-
mony.

The program said the Crums 
met when 

they were about age 11, when 
Arden visited his uncle’s farm 
near Pond Creek. The farm was 
catty-cornered from Thelma 
Lee’s parent’s farm. He began to 
pursue her by asking her to go 
horseback riding. She stood him 
up for their first date because 
she had a tendency to fall off 
horses. Arden kept up his pur-
suit, traveling from Oklahoma 
City to court her. They married 
soon after she graduated high 
school on July 8, 1942.

When asked if they had any 
marriage advice for couples 
today, Thelma Lee stated, “Pick 
out a good guy first. If you pick 
somebody that’s a good person, 

you start out right.” 
Arden offered, “Kiss 
her goodnight every 
night. If that works, 
it’s the start of a 
good one.” 

Worldwide Mar-
riage Encounter 
chooses couples 
based on nomina-
tions. 

To learn more 
about the World-
wide Marriage En-
counter weekends 
in Oklahoma, go 
to wwme.org or 
contact (405) 323-
9119, 

rbfeller@gmail.
com.Arden and Thelma Lee Crum

Archbishop Coakley 
visits St. Philip Neri 

Feb. 15 

Archbishop Coakley visited with sec-
ond grade students at St. Philip Neri 
in Midwest City, and fielded many 
questions.

Students plant fruit trees.

Grandparents Day 2018

Students take a picture in a hot air balloon basket.

Greater offers three Spanish Mass times 
during the weekend that routinely attract 500 
to 800 people.

Little Flower in Oklahoma City celebrates 
seven weekend Masses, and Sacred Heart 
conducts nine Masses with hundreds of 
families overflowing into the gym. 

Oklahoma City is not the only area in the 
archdiocese experiencing growth. The His-
panic population in Moore alone increased 
by more than 130 percent from 2000 to 
2010, and 55 percent in Duncan. In south-
west Oklahoma City, more than 1,800 chil-
dren take part in religious education class-
es, and across the archdiocese there are 50 
Masses celebrated in Spanish. 

With growth like this, many parishes 
and clergy are stretched to their limits and 
unable to properly meet the needs of their 
parishioners.

Piedmont, Edmond, Newcastle and Jones 
are experiencing rapid growth as well. 
Yukon and Piedmont are home to approxi-
mately 1,800 Catholic families spread over a 
150-square mile area. However, Saint John 
Nepomuk in Yukon is the only parish in this 

area. Parishioners living in this area as well as 
communities like Tuttle, Blanchard and Bridge 
Creek find themselves commuting longer dis-
tances to Mass each weekend. 

Father Don Wolf, pastor of Saint Eugene 
in Oklahoma City, explains that high-growth 

areas have needed attention for years, and it is 
time to open more parishes to minister to these 
communities more fully. 

“The last time a parish was opened in the 

archdiocese was more than 25 years ago, and 
the population has only grown since then. If 
we aren’t growing in the number of parishes, 
then we aren’t keeping up,” Father Wolf said. 
“We aren’t serving like we should if there are 
areas where Catholics live, but there is no ac-
tive parish there to serve them.” 

Commenting on areas like Piedmont where 
there is no parish, Father Wolf said, “if we 
want to fulfill our pastoral responsibility to 
the people, we cannot simply say ‘here are the 
parishes, come to them.’” 

The need for new parishes has not gone 
unnoticed. The One Church, Many Disciples 
campaign underway in parishes throughout 
the archdiocese will allocate a portion of the 
funds raised to the Emerging Parishes Fund. 
This fund has been established for land pur-
chases to accommodate new parishes. 

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City already 
is working to map the boundaries of all its 
parishes. This will help determine where new 
parish coverage is needed most. The bound-
aries will help determine where new parishes 
should be established and ensure the spiritual 
needs of all Catholics in the archdiocese are 
met.
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Catholic Foundation awards educational grants
The youth group at St. Rose of Lima in Perry recently installed a 

Smart TV, Blu-Ray player and speakers in 
a classroom at the parish. The electronic 
equipment was purchased with an educa-
tional grant from the Catholic Foundation 
of Oklahoma. The equipment allowed stu-
dents to access religious digital content 
during religious education classes.  

Catholic Foundation board member 
Barbara Hatfield presented an education-
al grant check to Shannon Statton at Sa-
cred Heart School in El Reno for the pur-
chase of 24 iPads and two iPad charging 
stations for middle school classes. The 
iPads will allow the students to have portable access to technology in 
the classroom, and supplement the classroom educational experience.

The Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma and the Bobby Dean 
Little Trust recently awarded more 
than $85,000 in pastoral music 
and fine art grants to 27 parishes 
and schools in the archdiocese.

This is the fourth year of the 
grants program after establishing 
a Pastoral Music and Arts Endow-
ment Fund seven years ago. Each 
year of the program, the Bobby 
Dean Little Trust has collaborated 
with the foundation to fund the 
awards. The Pastoral Music and 
Fine Arts Endowment Fund was 
established to promote and cele-
brate the performing and visual 
arts throughout the archdiocese.

Below is a list of the 2018 recip-
ients:

Blessed Sacrament, Lawton – 
Fine arts performance series

Epiphany of the Lord, OKC – 
Enhanced musical and liturgical 
competence

Good Shepherd, Marietta – OCP 
music workshop

Holy Spirit, Mustang – Hand bell 
choir

Holy Name of Jesus, Chickasha 
– Expand music program, hym-
nals, sheet music

Mother of Sorrows, Apache – 
Electronic keyboard

Our Lady of Sorrows, Chandler – 
Improve choir equipment

Prince of Peace (St. Helen), Altus 
– Music board mixer, stands, por-
table keyboard, new hymnals

St. Ann, Elgin – Electronic key-
board, replaced speakers

St. Charles Borromeo, OKC – Li-
turgical music enrichment, young 
adult musicians, cantors

St. Damien, Edmond – Electron-
ic piano, song books for choir

St. Francis Xavier, Sulphur – 
2018 Breaking Bread missals

St. John Nepomuk, Yukon – 
iPad pro, foot pedal and apps for 
Mass, digitizing Mass sheet music

St. Joseph, Blackwell – Piano 
dolly, sound system 

St. Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC – 
Collaboration with local university 
music students

St. Mary, Ardmore – Renovation 
of choir loft, chairs, music racks 

St. Mary, Clinton – Choral camp 
for St. Mary and St. Anne

St. Patrick, Anadarko – Passport 
for microphone and instructional 
music, stands, chairs

St. Peter, Woodward – Upgraded 
sound system

Bishop McGuinness Catholic 
High School, OKC – Music room 
audio package

Bishop John Carroll Catholic 
School, OKC – Celebration of Mass 
as a school

Good Shepherd Catholic School, 
OKC – Music therapy for children 

and adults
Rosary School, OKC – Missoula 

children’s theater
Sacred Heart Catholic School, El 

Reno – Christmas musical
St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seton Catholic School, 
Edmond – Visual arts, 
fine arts night

St. James the Greater 
Catholic School, OKC 
– Children’s church 
hymnals

St. Philip Neri Catholic 
School, Midwest City – 
Replace activity center 
sound system

Bob Little’s collabora-
tion with the Catholic 

Foundation has lasted more than 
20 years. Little funded Catho-
lic Foundation scholarships for 
college music majors, starting in 
1997. Little passed away in 2011 
and his legacy has continued with 
the establishment of the Bobby 
Dean Little Trust. The trust funds 
pastoral music related grants and 
scholarships.

Above: St. Rose of Lima, Perry, youth group. Left: Barbara Hatfield and Shan-
non Statton at Sacred Heart Catholic School in El Reno. Photos provided.

Catholic Foundation pastoral music and 
fine art grants announced 

continued from page 1

One Church, Many Disciples
onechurchmanydisciples.org

(405) 709-2745
campaign@archokc.org 
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Holy Name of Jesus, Chickasha

Saint Francis Xavier, Enid 

Blessed Sacrament, Lawton

Holy Trinity, Okarche

Saint Eugene, Weatherford

Saint Eugene, Oklahoma City

Saint Francis of Assisi, Oklahoma City

Saint Thomas More University Parish, Norman

Saint Mary, Ponca City

Saint John the Baptist, Edmond

Holy Family, Lawton

Rite of Election

Feb. 18 
The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 

Oklahoma City
Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic and provided 

2018



Originally pub-
lished in French, this 
book is a translation 
of the story of Father 
Jerzy Popieluszko 
as told by Father 

Bernard Brien, the French priest who was a 
witness to the astounding miracle currently be-
ing investigated as the final step toward Father 
Jerzy’s canonization. 

“Blessed Jerzy Popieluszko: Truth Versus To-
talitarianism” is the biography of a brave Polish 
priest who was murdered because of the stand 
he took with the labor union Solidarity, for the 
Catholic faith and for Jesus.

Father Bernard Brien’s own story is an in-
teresting one as well. Away from the Church 
for the better part of his adult life, he said he 
“made up again with God at the age of 57.” 

Several months “after that conversion,” he 
said he “heard a call to the priesthood.” There 
were “plenty of obstacles” on the way to his 
ordination, including the fact that he had been 
married twice, was the father of two sons and 
was a grandfather “several times over.” 

To celebrate his ordination, Father Brien 
“treated (himself) to this tour of Poland” where 
he chanced to visit the parish where Popielusz-
ko is buried. Here, Brien saw a wall plaque 
showing the details of Popieluszko’s life and 
“discovered that he was born on Sept. 14, 
1947, exactly the same day as I,” he writes.

When he got back to France, he “purchased 
all the books” he could find on Father Pop-
ieluszko. 

Father Brien begins his narrative by writing 
that Father Jerzy’s story began in Okopy, a re-

mote hamlet in Poland near the Polish border. 
As a child, he was “frail, so weak.” 

At age 17, he entered the seminary in War-
saw “where the rector was Cardinal Wynszyns-
ki, that great figure of resistance to the Soviet-
ization of Poland.” 

At age 20, Popieluszko was drafted into the 
military, into “a special unit for seminarians in 
which all sorts of stratagems were devised to 
break the young boys and to drive any ideal of 
a vocation from their heads.” 

Upon release, Popielusz-
ko was ordained by Cardi-
nal Wyszynski and served in 
several different parishes. In 
1979, Saint John Paul II made 
the first of several visits to his 
native Poland and exhorted 
people to “be not afraid.” 

A delegation of work-
ers at the Huta Warszawa 
steelworks asked Cardinal 
Wyszynski for a priest to say 
Mass at the steelworks. “Sev-
eral were asked, but they all 
declined,” writes Brien, and then Father Jerzy 
volunteered.

He did not know what to expect as he entered 
the gates of the steel yard, but he was joyously 
surprised to find “a dense crowd waiting for 
me,” Popieluszko later wrote. The men ap-
plauded him, flocked to confession and sang 
for the Mass with thousands of voices “like 
thunder.” Father Popieluszko was subsequent-
ly appointed chaplain of the steelworks.

In 1982, Father Popieluszko began to cele-
brate his “Masses for the Fatherland” at his 
parish of Saint Stanislaus Kostka. He remind-
ed the people that “in other moments, our 
country was exposed to misfortune, but by 

drawing on its faith, it always got through!” He 
used to say, “My weapon is truth and love.”

The Communists saw Popieluszko as a “thorn 
in the flesh.” They tormented Father Pop-
ieluszko. A grenade exploded in his room. The 
members of his parish took to standing guard. 
The priest was arrested, imprisoned briefly and 
arrested again dozens of times.

Finally, on the evening of Oct. 19, 1984, the 
car he was travelling in with his driver was 

stopped. He was taken by three men who 
later confessed to having done so on the 
orders of their Communist bosses. He 
was beaten for more than two hours until 
his face was unrecognizable. 

Then, they bound his hands and legs, 
weighed him down with heavy stones, 
and threw him “into the icy waters of the 
Vistula.” 

Once his martyrdom was made known, 
“all of Poland was on its knees.” Saint 
John Paul II expressed his concern. Soli-
darity leaders, Brien writes, said that “we 
naturally thought of revenge, but then Jer-

zy’s words calling us to overcome evil with good 
came to mind. If we resorted to violence, would 
it not kill him a second time?”

The Congregation for the Causes of Saints 
will determine if a medical miracle attributed 
to him will allow them to admit Popieluszko “to 
the honor of the altars,” as Father Brien put it. 

Father Brien said he wrote the book espe-
cially for young people, “to present to them the 
figure of this priest who changed the face of 
Poland and, incidentally, also transformed my 
life.”

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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Full-time cook 
The Catholic Pastoral Center is 

seeking an experienced cook for 
a full-time position. This position 
requires some evening and week-
end work. Minimum of five years’ 
experience in food service. Cater-
ing experience preferred. Send 
resume to nlargent@archokc.
org. Applications available at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, OKC.

Counseling center director
St. Joseph’s Family Counseling 

Center at Catholic Charities is 
seeking a director. The director 
is responsible for providing and 
overseeing counseling and psy-
chotherapy to children, adults, 
couples and families in the 
context of Catholic tradition and 
teachings. The director also will 
be responsible for aiding with 
adoptions. Candidate must be 
licensed as an LMFT, LPC, LCSW 
or similar in Oklahoma and have 
at least two years’ experience 
in providing therapy. English 
and Spanish preferred. Apply at 
www.ccaokc.org/careers.

Teachers - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Cath-

olic School, Edmond, is accept-
ing applications for teachers for 
the 2018-2019 school year. A 
bachelor’s degree in education 
with state teaching certification 

in the desired teaching area a 
must. Send resume, cover letter 
and copy of teaching certificate 
to Laura Gallagher, principal, 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 925 S. 
Boulevard, Edmond 73034 or 
lgallagher@stjohn-catholic.org. 
Download teacher application 
packet at www.archokc.org/
multimedia/files/doc_down-
load/294-teacher-applica-
tion-packet. No phone calls.

Director youth, campus 
ministry

The archdiocese is seeking a 
full-time director of youth, young 
adult and campus ministry. The 
position includes direct leader-
ship of all archdiocesan youth 
evangelization and discipleship 
efforts, oversight of young adult 
and campus ministry efforts, 
and the summer youth camp 
program. Bachelor’s degree in 
theology, religious education or 
related field required; master’s 
degree preferred. Previous expe-
rience in leading youth ministry 
on the diocesan and/or parish 
level a must. Significant back-
ground with leadership training 
and ministry formation highly 
desired. Bilingual in Span-
ish preferred. Send resume to 
nlargent@archokc.org.

To see more job openings, go 
online to www.soonercatholic.org.

Jobs Box

A martyr for the faith, Poland   
By J.E. Helm 

The Sooner Catholic

Photos Cara Koenig/
Sooner Catholic and 
provided. 

Ash Wednesday 2018

Ash Wednesday Mass 
at St. Eugene in 
Oklahoma City and St. 
Mark the Evangelist in 
Norman.
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This Scripture passage will help you talk to your family about God

Alex Schimpf
Director of the 

Office of Marriage 
and Family Life

This article originally appeared in Aleteia.
How do we avoid the “prophet’s curse?”
I used to teach a unit on language in my 

philosophy of the human person classes. The 
author we read gave a confident argument that 
language was absolutely central to the human 
experience, and he gave three simple reasons 
in support of his conclusion: 1) humans talk 
frequently, 2) they talk about everything in 
reality, and 3) they clearly enjoy talking.

I find a confirmation of the general truth 
of that argument nearly every day during 
the 10-minute ride home from my children’s 
school. During the ride, there is: 1) no silence; 
2) no subject too esoteric (“Daddy, are giraffes 
nice to you?”); and 3) no reason to avoid burst-
ing into tears if ordered to remain silent for 
approximately five seconds to allow a differ-
ent child to finish speaking. Clearly, speaking 
is very important.

Nevertheless, despite the nearly incontrovert-
ible evidence offered by my own children, we 
might consider some possible rebuttals to this 
argument about language and life.

While we can talk about everything, do we 
actually do so?

Aren’t there certain subjects we avoid, per-
haps for the very reason that we don’t like 
talking about them?

The paradox deepens when we ponder that 
it isn’t just nasty stuff that we often avoid 
discussing; it is also the very best stuff, such 
as God. For a lot of us, one of the most diffi-
cult things to do is to talk about God with our 
spouse, our children or our extended families.

A passage in Ch. 6 of the Gospel of Mark 
seems to echo our unease. Jesus returns to 
Nazareth, his native place, to teach in the 
synagogue there. Yet, Christ’s attempt to “talk 
about God” falls flat: the people actually take 
offense at his wisdom. Their lack of faith in him 
is so great that Jesus is “amazed” by it, yet he 
does not find it completely inexplicable. Christ 

finds a reference in the Scriptures through 
which he interprets the situation: “A prophet 
is not without honor except in his native place 
and among his own kin and in his own house.”

When we read that passage, the temptation is 
to say: “Aha! I’m off the hook! If Jesus couldn’t 
do it, what hope is there for me!”

However, I think we should not be too quick 
to use this passage of Scripture to excuse our-
selves from talking about God with our fami-
lies. 

The Church does not tire of reminding us 
that parents are the primary educators of their 
children, especially in matters of the faith. If 
you think you can accomplish that mission 
merely through a series of pictures scrawled 
on a dry erase board, good luck. Odds are that 
you are going to need some words at some 
point: “Daddy, that’s a really great robot and 
alien spaceship.” “Son, that’s a picture of the 
Cross and the Holy Spirit.” “Daddy, why are 
you so bad at drawing? Aren’t dads supposed 
to be good at things?”

The situation isn’t, in fact, any different with 
regard to one’s spouse. As Ch. 9 of “Humanae 
Vitae” explains, the love of spouses must be 
“total.” We’re accustomed to hearing that 
“totality” explained in terms of the Church’s 
teaching on contraception, but surely it applies 
to our day-to-day conversations as well. What 
sort of “total” friendship would a husband and 
wife truly have, if they cannot discuss God, 
that which is supremely important?

Pope Francis makes this clear in Amoris 
Laetitia 72 and 321: The spouses are witnesses 
of the faith “for each other,” and not merely for 
people in their places of work or worship.

So, if we must speak about God to our fam-
ilies, how can we possibly do so successfully? 
How do we avoid the “prophet’s curse?”

I would like to return to the Gospel of Mark 
to offer a suggestion: this time to Ch. 5, the 
ending of the story of the Gerasene demoniac.

After 
having a 
“legion” of 
demons 
driven out 
of him, 
the man 
who had 
formerly 
been pos-
sessed pleads with Jesus to accompany him as 
a disciple. Christ refuses his request and gives 
the man a different mission: “Go home to your 
family and announce to them all that the Lord 
in his pity has done for you.”

The mission of the formerly possessed man is 
not to be a prophet, in the sense of one pos-
sessing some sort of special teaching from God, 
but rather to simply tell his story to his family. 
His job is just to explain the obvious benefits 
he has received from the action of Christ.

Such a form of witness is well within our 
grasp, even with our own spouses and fam-
ilies. People – and yes, family members are 
people, too – always want to know what is good 
and how to get it. Our spouses and children 
are naturally interested to know why we seem 
less stressed or how the same behavior from 
little Hannibal that triggered our temper last 
week and ended with yelling and the ritualistic 
destruction of a toy was suddenly handled with 
such remarkable equanimity this time around.

We aren’t being preachy, or annoying, if we 
just give the honest answer: “I’ve been praying 
about it, and God has helped me to see Han-
nibal’s behavior in a different light and react 
to it a different way. I’m starting to feel that 
peace we always pray about at Mass. It’s weird, 
I know.”

(Actually, it isn’t weird at all. It’s the trans-
forming power of the Sacrament of Marriage. 
But, that’s a different essay.)

Jesus Christ, in the fullness of 
his humanity, is truly our elder 
brother. Jesus Christ, in the full-
ness of his 
divinity, is 
truly God, 
savior and 
redeemer. 
He is the 
first-born, 
the first 
resurrected 
– never to 
die again – 
of a multitude of brothers and 
sisters. 

The Gospels are our primary 
source on the Good News of 
the gift of life and love on a 
cross that reunites us all to 
our heavenly Abba. His Word 
guides us in our calling to be 
his image, his reflection, in 
the world, and after shining 
his spirit-filled light in the 
darkness it is only Jesus that 
can bring us to Abba, our lov-
ing and ever-present father. 
The Catechism’s paragraph 
381 states this clearly:

“Man is predestined to reproduce 
the image of God’s Son made man, 
the ‘image of the invisible God,’ so 
that Christ shall be the first-born 

of a multitude of brothers and 
sisters.”

Even after he ascended into 
heaven, our big brother 
did not leave us, he never 
abandons us, he is always 
with us. Jesus promised to 
remain with his brothers 

and sisters until the end of time. 
He accomplished this by sending 
us the wonderful gift of his spirit. 

As a result of each of us sharing 
his one and only Holy Spirit, our 

communion, our friendship with 
Jesus has become more intense. 

We are now all, through his 
Spirit, brothers and sisters, mem-
bers of his body, the Church. Only 
by uniting in Jesus, by being one 
with him and one another in his 
Holy Spirit of love, can we become 

part of their 
life giving and 
intimate com-
munion with 
Abba. 

This Lenten 
season I invite 
you to come 
closer to our 
big brother. 
Open your 
favorite Gos-
pel and spend 
some time 
with him. After 
listening to his 
Word, speak to 
him. He is al-
ways listening.

Open your-
self to your 

brothers and sister in need; He 
is present in each one of them. 
Open yourself to our big broth-
er who sacrificed so much for us 
by joining Him in His sufferings 

through some type of penance. His 
sufferings continue in our brothers 
and sisters who are suffering in so 
many ways.

In a special way, I invite you 
to join your parish community 
in their Lenten penance service. 
Through the celebration of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, he 
becomes the first brother with 
which we reunite. The Catechism 
reminds us in paragraph 1424 
that:

“…It is called the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, because it imparts 
to the sinner the love of God who 
reconciles: ‘Be reconciled to God.’ 
He who lives by God’s merciful love 
is ready to respond to the Lord’s 
call: ‘Go; first be reconciled to your 
brother.’”

May this Lenten season, our 
journey to the Lord’s Easter tri-
umph and be one where we get 
really close to our big brother.

Jesus, our true big brother!

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis 

Abba’s son is love incarnate

Echoes
of 

Christ



Durante el servicio conmemorativo de 1995 
después del bombardeo del edificio federal en 
Oklahoma City, el gran evangelista Billy Gra-
ham, QEPD, dijo: “El espíritu de esta ciudad y 
nación no será derrotado. Nuestra fe profun-
damente arraigada nos sostiene. “Típicamente 
recurrimos a la fe en tiempos de crisis. Es lo 
que hacemos en Oklahoma.

De hecho, una medida recientemente aproba-
da por el comité en la legislatura 
estatal propone que el lema de la 
nación “In God We Trust/En Dios 
Confiamos” se anuncie en todas 
las aulas. En un momento en que 
nuestra nación está experimentan-
do tragedias con frecuencia dev-
astadora, ¿por qué no recurrimos 
a Dios para ayudar a dar forma a 
nuestra respuesta a la injusticia y 
la vulnerabilidad?

Desafortunadamente, a menudo 
fallamos en buscar la sabiduría 
y guía de Dios para prevenir 
y responder a estas tragedias. 
Ponemos nuestra confianza en la 
sabiduría de un tipo más mun-
dano. Desde la masacre escolar 
más reciente en Parkland, Florida, ha habido 
muchos gritos de angustia y enojo llamando a 
una mayor seguridad en nuestras escuelas, in-
cluso hasta el punto de armar a los maestros.

Muchos han pedido límites más estrictos 
para las armas de fuego o la eliminación de 
ciertos tipos de armas. Otros se han opuesto a 
estas propuestas igual de enérgicamente. Los 

legisladores parecen estar bloqueados. ¿Cómo 
podemos abordar y frenar esta creciente ola 
de violencia y proporcionar un entorno seguro 
para el aprendizaje?

Parece que estamos en un callejón sin sali-
da. Estamos paralizados por diversos valores 
y lealtades que compiten entre sí. Una de las 
libertades estadounidenses más apreciadas 
es el derecho a portar armas, tal como está 

consagrado 
en la Segun-
da Enmienda 
de la Consti-
tución. Lo que 
los fundadores 
quisieron con 
esta libertad 
ha sido debati-
do por más de 
200 años.

Por otro lado, 
el Primer Man-
damiento del 
Decálogo es 
claro: “ Yo, el 
Señor, soy tu 
Dios… No hab-

rá para ti otros dioses delante de mí.”. Muchas 
cosas pueden convertirse en dioses falsos para 
nosotros exigiendo nuestra lealtad y sumisión 
de maneras que son idólatra. Estos podrían ser 
riqueza, placer o poder.

No es de mi competencia escribir políticas 
públicas. Pero como pastor, tengo la obligación 
de llamar a las personas de fe a un examen de 

conciencia. En 
este asunto de 
seguridad esco-
lar, ¿nuestra fe 
en Dios ha sido 
eclipsada por una 
fe ingenua en 
nuestra capaci-
dad de defender 
a nuestros hijos 
armándonos has-
ta los dientes?

No se equivoquen, soy un defensor de la 
Segunda Enmienda. Disfruto las libertades que 
garantiza la Constitución. Pero, podemos hacer 
ídolos de muchas cosas buenas simplemente 
valorando demasiado y sustituyéndolas por la 
confianza en Dios y la lealtad que se debe a Él 
y solo a Él.

Como personas de fe, somos rápidos en ofre-
cer oración a las víctimas de la violencia, espe-
cialmente a los niños inocentes. Y, deberíamos. 
Pero, estamos llamados a más. También esta-
mos llamados a actuar. ¿A qué acción estamos 
llamados?

Para empezar, estamos llamados a arrepen-
tirnos. Debemos comenzar reconociendo nues-
tra propia ceguera y pecaminosidad. Estamos 
llamados a volvernos al Señor y buscar su 
sabiduría y guía. Los caminos de Dios no son 
nuestros caminos. La historia nos muestra que 
el Señor abrirá un nuevo camino para aquellos 
que lo buscan y ponen su confianza en él.

“En Dios confiamos”. Que así sea.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

En Dios confiamos 

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Jesucristo, en la plenitud de su 
humanidad, es verdaderamente 
nuestro hermano mayor. Jesucris-
to, en la plenitud de su divinidad, 
es verdader-
amente Dios, 
Salvador y Re-
dentor. Él es el 
primogénito, el 
primero resucit-
ado, que nunca 
más volverá a 
morir, de una 
multitud de her-
manos y hermanas.

Los Evangelios son nuestra prin-
cipal fuente de la Buena Nueva del 
don de la vida y el amor en una 
cruz que nos reconcilia a todos a 
nuestro Abbá celestial. Su Palabra 
nos guía en nuestro llamado a ser 
su imagen, su reflejo, en el mun-
do. Después de iluminar las os-
curidades con esa luz llena de su 
Santo Espíritu, solo Jesús puede 
llevarnos a Abbá, nuestro amoroso 
y omnipresente Padre Celestial. El 
párrafo 381 del Catecismo lo dice 
claramente:

“El hombre es predestinado a 
reproducir la imagen del Hijo de 
Dios hecho hombre ´imagen del 
Dios invisible´, para que Cristo sea 
el primogénito de una multitud de 
hermanos y de hermanas”.

Incluso después de que ascendió 

al cielo, nuestro hermano may-
or no nos abandonó, nunca nos 
abandona, siempre está con no-
sotros. Jesús prometió permanecer 

con sus hermanos y 
hermanas hasta el fi-
nal de los tiempos. Lo 

logró enviándonos el maravilloso 
regalo de su Santo Espíritu.

Como resultado de que cada uno 
de nosotros comparte su único 
Espíritu Santo, nuestra comunión, 
nuestra amistad con Jesús se ha 
vuelto más intensa.

Ahora somos todos, a través de 
su Espíritu, hermanos y herman-
as, miembros de su cuerpo, la 
Iglesia. Solo uniéndonos en Jesús, 
siendo uno con Él y los unos con 
los otros en su Espíritu Santo 
de amor, podemos ser parte de 
esa vida de comunión íntima con 

Abbá.
Esta 

tem-
porada 
cuares-
mal los 
invito a 
acercarse 
a nuestro 
hermano 
mayor. 
Abra su 
Evangelio 
favorito 
y pase 
tiempo 
con él. 
Después 
de es-
cuchar su 
Palabra, 

habla con él. Él siempre está es-
cuchando.

Ábrete a tus hermanos y her-
manas necesitados; Él está pre-
sente en cada uno de ellos. Ábrete 
a nuestro hermano mayor que 
sacrificó tanto por nosotros unién-

donos a Él en sus sufrimientos a 
través de algún tipo de penitencia. 
Sus sufrimientos continúan en 
nuestros hermanos y hermanas 
que sufren de muchas maneras.

De manera especial, los invito 
a unirse a la comunidad parro-
quial en su servicio de peniten-
cia de Cuaresma. A través de la 
celebración del Sacramento de la 
Reconciliación, se convierte en el 
primer hermano con el que nos 
reunimos. El Catecismo nos recu-
erda en el párrafo 1424 que:

“... Se le denomina sacramento 
de reconciliación porque otorga 
al pecador el amor de Dios que 
reconcilia: ´Dejaos reconciliar con 
Dios´. El que vive del amor mi-
sericordioso de Dios está pronto a 
responder a la llamada del Señor: 
´Ve primero a reconciliarte con tu 
hermano´”.

Que este tiempo de Cuaresma, 
nuestro viaje hacia el triunfo de 
la Pascua del Señor sea uno en 
el que nos acerquemos mucho a 
nuestro hermano mayor.
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Jesús, nuestro verdadero hermano mayor!
El hijo de Abbá es amor encarnado

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariado de 
Evangelización y 

CatequesisEcos
de 

CristO



Holy Innocents’ Chapel 
perpetual adoration

Holy Innocents’ Foundation is 
seeking more adorers for the Holy 
Innocents’ Chapel next door to 
the Planned Parenthood abortion 
center in northwest OKC. Con-
tact Toni Harrelson at adoration.
holyinnocents@gmail.com or (405) 
341-2199.

Archdiocesan ordination Italy 
pilgrimage 

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City invites you on a pilgrimage 
Sept. 21-29 to Italy with Fr. Brian 
Buettner for the diaconate ordina-
tions of seminarians Jerome Krug 
and William Banowsky. Seven 
nights’ accommodation at four-star 
city-center hotels (three nights in 
Assisi, four nights in Rome); daily 
breakfast; four dinners with wine, 
including a welcome and farewell 
dinner; daily Mass arrangements; 
sightseeing and more. Cost is 
$3,499 pp if booked by March 21. 
Visit www.ctscentral.net/trips/pil-
grimages/pilgrimage-italy-diacon-
ate-ordinations-archdiocese-okla-
homa-city. 

2,018 prayer warriors needed
This is an historic time for the 

archdiocese! To build on Archbish-
op Coakley’s pastoral letter, “Go 
Make Disciples,” and his strate-
gic plan, he is asking for 2,018 
prayer warriors to pray for these 
efforts. To learn more or to join the 
2018 Intercessory Prayer Team, 
text Prayer2018 to 84576 or go 
to https://app.flocknote.com/ar-
chokc/2018Intercessory.

Registration open for Catholic 
youth camp

The mission of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Catholic Youth Camp is to 
nurture positive Catholic values in 
young people and to provide camp-
ers a community of faith and fun 
in a safe environment. We promote 
the personal and spiritual growth 
in each young person by develop-
ing their prayer life, social skills, 
independence and respect for oth-
ers. Each session begins on Sun-
day with registration 5-6 p.m. and 
ends on Friday with pick-up 4-5 
p.m. www.archokc.org/youth-and-
young-adult-office/summer-camp.

CFO camp scholarships
Camp scholarships to Our Lady 

of Guadalupe Catholic Youth 
Camp are available through the 
Catholic Foundation. Download 
application at www.cfook.org. 
Return the completed form to the 
archdiocesan youth office, P.O. 
Box 32180, OKC 73123, before 
March 21. Contact, the youth of-
fice at (405) 721-9220.

Rother Heritage Gallery 
The Heritage Gallery at the 

Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, presents 
“The Shepherd Cannot Run: A 
Retrospective on the Life of Father 
Stanley Rother.” The free exhibit is 
open 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Monday-Fri-

day. Special tours arranged by 
calling (405) 721-5651, Ext. 141.

Lenten Organ Recital Series
St. Francis of Assisi’s 3rd annual 

Lenten Organ Recital Series begins 
at 3 p.m. each Sunday until March 
18. Organists from around the 
state will present 30-45 minute 
recitals, featuring organ repertoire 
and music for Lent. Recitals are 
free and open to the public. March 
4: Sam Backman, director of mu-
sic and organist at Assumption 
Catholic Church, Duncan; March 
11: Casey Cantwell, director of 
music and organist at Trinity Epis-
copal, Tulsa; and March 18: Alvez 
Barkoskie IV, director of music 
and organist at St. Francis, OKC.

Sewing Hope Gala
The University of Central Okla-

homa will host the Sewing Hope 
Gala with Sr. Rosemary 7 p.m. - 9 
p.m. March 9, in the Nigh Univer-
sity Center ballrooms, 100 N. Uni-
versity Dr., Edmond. Tickets $50; 
$500 table of 10; $1,000 event 
sponsor, includes table. Register 
by March 5 at www.prosforafrica.
com. Contact UCO Leadership 
Central at (405) 974-5560.

St. Patrick’s Day Mass, parade
The O’Klahoma Irish Heritage 

Society invites everyone to the 
annual Mass celebrating the feast 
of St. Patrick, patron of Ireland, at 
Noon March 16. Mass will be at St. 
Joseph Old Cathedral, 307 N.W. 
4, OKC. On March 17 Stockyards 
City Main Street and the O’Kla-
homa Irish Heritage Society will 
host Oklahoma City’s annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade beginning at 
10 a.m. The parade begins at Ex-
change and Pennsylvania avenues 
west to S.W. 14 and Agnew.

Lenten Fish Fry
Christ the King is hosting a Lent-

en Fish Fry at 6:45 p.m. March 
9 in the Parish Center atrium, 
following Stations of the Cross 
at 6 p.m. Fried haddock, potato 
wedges, coleslaw, mac and cheese 
and dinner rolls. Iced tea, lemon-
ade and beer served. Tickets $10 
adult; $5 child. Proceeds benefit 
youth mission trip and the Knights 
of Columbus Council #12669 
Scholarship Fund. Pay at the door; 
RSVP online at www.ckokc.org/
fish-fry or call (405) 242-4595. 
Contact Antonio Guzman, anto-
nio@ckokc.org.

Black and Indian Mission 
collection

On March 10 and 11, a special 
collection for the USCCB Black 
and Indian Mission Office will take 
place throughout the archdiocese. 
The archdiocese receives more 
than 95 percent of the funds col-
lected through annual and special 
grants for evangelization. During 
this Lenten season, please con-
sider a gift to this very important 
ministry.

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference

The 2018 Oklahoma Catholic 
Women’s Conference is March 10 
at the new Edmond Conference 
Center. Speakers include Immac-
ulée Ilibagiza, María Ruiz Scaper-
landa and Donna Heckler. Register 
at www.ocwconference.com. 

Suicide grief support group
A support group for those who 

have lost someone to suicide meets 
at St. Francis in Oklahoma City on 
the third Tuesday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. During March, the 
meeting will be in the Meerschae-
rt House located just north of the 

church building. Call (405) 528-
0485

2018 Lenten Mission
Fr. Alber Hasse will lead a Lent-

en mission, “Signed and Sealed 
with the Cross,” at 7 p.m. March 
18-20 at Holy Spirit, 1100 N. Sara 
Rd., Mustang. 

Come and See weekend
The Sisters of St. Joseph Mon-

astery “Come and See” Monastic 
Moment Weekend is March 23-25. 
Open to women ages 18-35 con-
sidering a religious vocation. No 
charge. Contact Sr. Marie Therese 
at stjomonastery@gmail.com.
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Briefs

“Ready or not:” ... I wasn’t 
ready. My “to do” list was long, 
but an opportunity was irresist-
ible. I am a big believer in the 
Roman philosopher, Seneca’s 
definition of luck: “Luck is what 
happens when preparation meets 
opportunity.” I was plowing 
full-speed into an opportunity. 
I had the chance to participate 
in the premier, pro-life event 
in the state, Rose Day, at the 
State Capitol. I would work an 
information table for one of the 
participating organizations, Ra-
chel’s Vineyard, and I was going 
to interview one of the speakers 
at the event.

Experiencing an annual, state-
wide event such as Rose Day at 
the home of history and politics 
is heady stuff. The whole event 
is a subject for another column, 
but I will just say that when it 
came time to hear the speakers 
in the House Chamber, I found 
myself seated next to Father Rick 
Stansberry, pastor of Christ the 
King and a Catholic radio cham-
pion. 

Now, here is the where the Holy 
Spirit stepped in. Father Rick 
entertained me with lively tidbits 
of information about the Cap-
itol and his dad who had been 
a state legislator. Eventually, 
conversation turned to Catholic 
radio.

“Did you know that I was 
on Catholic radio last week?” 
“What?!” I was excited, and I was 
inspired. Someone local had been 
a guest on a nationally-aired 
Catholic program.

“Father Rick, may I use this for 
my column?” Then, I prayed a 
thank you to the Holy Spirit.

I love being able to link what I 
hear on Catholic radio to my own 
life, and then sharing that with 
others and learning their take-

aways from the programs. 
Here, sitting next to me was 

a fellow Oklahoman, who had 
been a featured guest, Feb. 1, 
on “Kresta in the Afternoon” 
which airs at 4 p.m. weekdays on 
Oklahoma Catholic Radio. The 
program is live and offers listen-
ers the opportunity to hear from, 
and sometimes talk with, leading 
theologians and apologists of 
our faith. The program provides 
a Catholic view of newsworthy 
topics.

Father Rick was invited to 
speak about Legatus, an organi-
zation that formed an Oklahoma 
City chapter in 2014. Father 
Rick serves as the chaplain. 
Legatus was the inspiration of 
Tom Monaghan, a devout Catho-
lic who founded Domino’s Pizza. 
Monaghan’s vision was to de-
velop an organization for CEOs 
and business leaders who were 
Catholic where they could study 
their faith, learn how to live it 
and spread it.

If you did not get a chance to 
hear the program, it is available 
on avemariaradio.net. Look for 
“audio archives” and search for 
the program. Father Rick was the 
guest in the second hour of the 
program. I hope you listen.

It is appealing to hear that 
there are among recognized, 
marketplace leaders, people who 
share my Catholic values and 
are actively pursuing how to live 
their faith, just like me. Lead-
ers like that have the vision to 
encourage and inspire the rest of 
us to live out our lives for Jesus 
Christ. The impact is even great-
er when it is someone I know.

I imagine the Legatus members 
are pros at being prepared. I got 
lucky to learn more about them 
on Rose Day.

Are you listening? By Sally Crowe Nash
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March 

Third Sunday of Lent. 

St. Francis of Assisi Secu-
lar Franciscan Fraternity of 
Greater OKC meeting, 2 p.m. 
- 4 p.m. at St. Andrew, 800 
N.W. 5, Moore, McConnell 
Room. Contact (316) 558-
0422, billfull@cox.net.

Meeting of the Third Order 
(Lay) Dominicans, 3 p.m. 
- 5 p.m. at St. Phillip Neri 
in Midwest City, for any 
Catholic layperson drawn to 
religious life. Call (405) 313-
6611, (405) 414-9407.

Pray the Rosary for Life at 
6:30 p.m. at the abortion 
center, 2453 Wilcox Drive, 
Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
lang@gmail.com.

Lenten Organ Recital Se-
ries at 3 p.m. St. Francis of 
Assisi, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC. 
Featuring Sam Backman, 
director of music and organ-
ist at Assumption Catholic 
Church, Duncan. 

Feast of Sts. Perpetua and 
Felicity.

Feast of St. John of God. 

St. Ann’s Ministry for preg-
nancy and infant loss, 6:30 

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

Unique Fraternal Benefits.
For Free.

Since the FREE fraternal benefits
program was launched in 1994,

the KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

has paid out more than
$14.9 MILLION in benefits

to families in need.

The Pierce Agency
Kevin Pierce

General Agent
(877) 707-0752

Kevin.Pierce@KofC.org

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E     D I S A B I L I T Y  I N S U R A N C E     L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

Ranked the #1 Agency in the order 
in 2015 and in the U.S. in 2016

p.m. - 8 p.m., St. John Ra-
phael House, Edmond. Con-
tact (405) 340-0691, Ext. 197; 
parishnurse@stjohn-catholic.
org.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact 
Toni Calvey, (405) 630-0539, 
tonicalvey1900@gmail.com or 
visit www.SpiritOKC.org.

Feast of St. Frances of Rome.

Sewing Hope Gala with Sr. 
Rosemary 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
March 9, University of Central 
Oklahoma Nigh University 
Center ballrooms, 100 N. Uni-
versity Dr., Edmond.

Lenten Fish Fry, 6:45 p.m., 
Christ the King Parish Center 
atrium.

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference at Hilton Garden 
Inn and Conference Center, 
3070 N. Sooner Rd., Edmond. 
Visit www.ocwconference.
com.

The Red Plains Benedictine 
Oblates of Mt. St. Scholastica 
Noon - 2:30 p.m., Rm. A/B, 
St. Charles Borromeo, 5024 
N. Grove Ave. Contact (405) 
635-5665, jmmartinosb@
yahoo.com.

Fourth Sunday of Lent. 

Daylight Saving Time begins.

Lenten Organ Recital Series 
at 3 p.m. St. Francis of Assisi, 
1901 N.W. 18, OKC. Featur-
ing Casey Cantwell, director of 
music and organist at Trinity 
Episcopal, Tulsa.

Catholic War Veterans (of any 
war/conflict) meeting, 7 p.m. 
at St. Ann Retirement Center 
community room. Contact Fr. 
M. Price Oswalt, (405) 567-
3404.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
No. 168 will meet at 7 p.m., 
Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
City. Contact (405) 739-0036, 
OklaPost168@cox.net.

St. Patrick’s Day Mass, Noon, 
St. Joseph Old Cathedral, 307 
N.W. 4, OKC.  

St. Patrick’s Day parade, 10 
a.m. Begins at Exchange and 
Pennsylvania avenues west to 
S. 14 and Agnew, OKC.

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
During the nine days, the 
novena prayers will be: Mon-
day-Friday following Noon 
Mass, Saturday following 5 
p.m. Mass, and Sunday fol-
lowing 11 a.m. Mass.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meet-
ing at St. Ann Nursing Home, 
OKC. Mass at 9:30 a.m.; 
meeting following. Contact 
Karen Banks, (405) 396-9086 
or Toni Harrelson, (405) 341-
2199.

The community of the Secular 
Order of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary of Mt. Carmel and St. 
Teresa of Jesus – Oklahoma 
Community and Province of 
St. Therese, Little Flower, 
OKC, Noon - 4:30 p.m. Call 
Barbara Basgall, (405) 826-
3860 or Susan Staudt, (405) 
473-6328.
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Elaina Murphy, an atrium assis-
tant at Saint Francis, noticed the 
effects of this. 

“I am really struck by how the 
children are listening with their 
ears and hearts,” she said, “and 
how they absorb the scripture 
more than in another environ-
ment. There is a certain attentive-

ness they have to the word of God 
that they don’t have at home or 
mass.”

In the quiet, the children en-
counter God in the Scriptures and 
the Liturgy. Father Hamilton noted 
the importance of the dual focus. 

“The Sacred Scriptures are the 
Word of God in written form. It is 
obviously a gift that helps the soul 
encounter God and His Kingdom. 

Furthermore, the Church says 
that the Sacred Liturgy is ‘the 
summit toward which the activity 
of the Church is directed; at the 
same time it is the font from which 
all her power flows’ (Vatican II, 
Constitution on the Sacred Litur-
gy, n. 10). The two sacred fonts 
give the children an enhanced 
ability to join the entire communi-
ty in sacred worship,” he said.

“Children have such a unique 
capacity to fall in love,” Webb said, 
“CGS catches them at this crucial 
stage and invites them to fall in 
love their Good Shepherd. It is a 
beautiful thing to see our arch-
diocese making disciples of our 
youngest members.”

Anamaria Scaperlanda Biddick 
is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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continued from page 5

Good Shepherd method excites young Catholics

Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd open house

Learn about and experience 
a place and program created 
for Christ’s littlest disciples. Open 
house is 6:30 p.m. April 12 and 
10 a.m. April 13 at Christ the 
King, formal room, atrium.

Encounter with God’s Call 
weekend

The spring Encounter with 
God’s Call weekend is April 14-16. 
The trip allows young men in 11th 
grade through recent college grad-
uates to visit a seminary, spend 
time with the archdiocese’s college 
seminarians, and get questions 
answered about the possibility of 
studying to become a priest for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. Go 
online to www.okcvocations.com. 
Call (405) 721-9351.

Calf Fry Fundraiser
St. William will host the 6th 

annual Calf Fry Fundraiser Noon 
- 3 p.m. April 15 at Bryan County 
Fairgrounds Haggard Hall, 1901 
S. 9, Durant. Live auction 1:30 
p.m., silent auction, raffles, kids’ 
activities. Drawing for $500 cash 
prize. Event to benefit new educa-
tion building/parish hall building 
fund. Meal tickets $20 by April 15; 
$25 at the door. Contact Ginger 
Lewis at (580) 916-1438 or church 
office at (580) 924-1989.

World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations

The 2018 World Day of Prayer 
for Vocations will be observed 
Sunday, April 22, also known as 
“Good Shepherd Sunday.” The 
purpose of this day is to public-
ly fulfill the Lord’s instruction to 
“Pray the Lord of the harvest to 
send laborers into his harvest” (Mt 
9:38; Lk 10:2). Please pray that 
young men and women hear and 
respond generously to the Lord’s 
call to the priesthood, diaconate, 
religious life, societies of apostol-
ic life or secular institutes. Find 
resources to promote a culture of 
vocations on the USCCB vocations 
webpage at www.usccb.org/
vocations.

Catholic Day with OKC Dodgers 
Catholic Day with the OKC 

Dodgers is April 29 at 2:05 p.m. 
Tickets $14. Purchase directly 
from the Dodgers. Contact Eric 
Naegel at (405) 218-2163 or eric.
naegel@okcdogers.com.

Briefs


