
It’s official! 
Praised be 
Jesus Christ! 
Archbishop 
Coakley re-
ceived official 
word March 
13 from Rome 
that Servant 

of God Father Stanley Rother 
will be beatified in Oklahoma 
City in September.

More information will be 
coming soon in the Sooner 
Catholic, on social media and 
online at www.stanleyrother.
org.

While an Ada attorney and member of Saint 
Joseph was taking care of her terminally ill 
mother, she couldn’t help but wonder what 
God’s plan for her could be after her mother 
passed. 

During that time, Dania Deschamps-Braly 
prayed for Christ to give her a path to help oth-
ers. She didn’t receive an immediate answer, 
but Deschamps-Braly said, “About two weeks 
before my mother died, I woke up one morning 
and it came clear as a bell; we need a homeless 
shelter in Ada, Oklahoma.” 

An initiative like this coincided with follow-
ing Pope Francis’s call to mercy and Arch-
bishop Coakley’s “Go Make Disciples.” The 
shelter will be named after Saint Teresa and 
will be known as “Mama T’s B&B. The B&B 
stands for “bread and blessings.”

Deschamps-Braly approached members of 
the community with whom she had worked on 
previous civic endeavors through the years, 

and they all con-
sented to serve on 
the board and con-
tribute their own 
money. The local 
Knights of Colum-
bus removed the old 
carpeting and base-
boards. The youth of 
Saint Joseph are 
collecting money to 
buy a cow to help 
support the shelter. 
The annual smorgas-
bord at Saint Joseph 
donates a portion of 
its proceeds to the 
homeless shelter 
and, additionally, the 
church makes a $100 monthly contribution to 
Mama T’s B&B.  

Deschamps-Braly said the center is a 
“God-centered” project for the less fortunate. 
There are many religions represented on the 
board and the support comes from the com-
munity at large. In fact, the shelter building 
itself, properly zoned, was donated by a re-
spected and beloved pediatrician, Dr. Tawfik 
Ramadan, and his wife Siham, who serve on 
the Mama T’s board. The shelter will help 
anyone in need regardless of their faith.  

Ty Frederickson, a board member, 
Saint Joseph parishioner and local cattle-
man, will maintain a herd of cattle with the 
sale of calves providing steady revenue for the 
shelter. 

“We have had our herd of nine cows and a 
bull in a small pasture. A local physician has 
offered the use of 400 acres, fenced and with 
water, that will permit us to grow our herd,” 
Deschamps-Braly said.

The facility will accommodate up 
to 60 homeless persons. Mama T’s goal is to 

help the less fortunate who want to help them-
selves. Their motto is “A Hand-Up, Not A Hand 
Out.” New residents will have seven days to 
choose one or more programs that the resident 
feels will help them on the path to a better 
life. Residents will be required to do chores in 
exchange for room and board. The shelter will 
provide 
three 
meals a 
day, sev-
en days 
a week. 
Play-
ground 
equip-
ment has 
been donated to help children at the shelter. 

It is the goal of Mama T’s to be open by No-
vember. Deschamps-Braly and her husband 
George have two grown sons and are law part-
ners in Ada. 

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Go Make Disciples

Saint Teresa sparks homeless effort in Ada
Saint Joseph parishioners to open city’s 

only homeless shelter
By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Community members help build a homeless shelter in Ada called “Mama T’s B&B. 
The B&B stands for “bread and blessings.” The goal is to open by November. 
Photos provided.

Fr. Billy Lewis of St. Joseph in Ada presents a check 
from the church to Dania Deschamps-Braly for Mama 
T’s. Around them are (left) Judy Cantrell, secretary/
treasurer of Mama T’s, Gloria Kemp, parishioner, and 
Laura Miller, St. Joseph administrative assistant. 

Beatification date set for Father Rother

MaMa T’s B&B

For more information or to get 
involved in the program, contact 

Dania Deschamps-Braly at 
(580) 436-0871.



Each year on Ash Wednesday, the entire Church 
embarks on its annual Lenten journey. We are al-
ready well into that journey now. Lent calls to mind 
the 40 days that Jesus spent in the desert following 
his Baptism in the Jordan at the outset of his pub-
lic ministry. During those 
days, Jesus prayed, he 
fasted and he was put to 
the test. We enter these 40 
days of Lent in the same 
spirit of prayer, penance 
and charity to prepare 
ourselves to celebrate, with 
mind and heart renewed, 
the saving mystery of our 
Redemption: the passion, 
death and resurrection of 
the Lord. 

Lent leads us by stages to the celebration of the Sa-
cred Triduum, beginning on Holy Thursday evening 
and culminating on Easter Sunday. These sacred 
days are the very heart and center of the Church’s 
liturgical calendar. 

The culminating moment of our Lenten experience 
takes place during the night of Holy Saturday at the 
Easter Vigil when the Elect of the Church are bap-

tized into Christ’s saving 
death and resurrection. 
At that same liturgy, 
those of us already 
baptized and prepared 

by our Lent-
en discipline 
also solemnly 
proclaim and 
renew the com-
mitments of our baptismal faith. 

The link between Lent and Baptism is as 
strong as it is ancient. The practice of en-
rolling those preparing for Baptism during 
the Rite of Election at the Cathedral on the 
First Sunday of Lent is an element of the 
restored catechumenate, which highlights 
the historical connection between Baptism 

and the season of Lent. 
In most cases, it is the practice of the Catholic 

Church to baptize during infancy. The practice of in-
fant Baptism emphasizes that faith is a gift. We have 
done nothing to earn or make ourselves worthy of the 
forgiveness of sins or divine adoption as children of 

God. Yet, these effects of Baptism are purely 
God’s gift to us. God has chosen us simply 
because he loves us. It is pure mercy. It is 
grace.

Baptism is the threshold to a new life. Bap-
tized into Christ’s death, we rise with him in 
victory. Made children of God by adoption 
through the saving waters of Baptism and 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are incorporat-
ed into the Church that is the Body of Christ. 
Baptism makes us fit and able to receive the 
other sacraments of the Church, which help 
us to grow toward our full maturity in Christ 
and assume our proper responsibilities for 
the mission and service that he has entrust-
ed to the Church. We are to be light for the 
world and salt for the earth. 

Through Baptism, we die to a life of sin, 
so as to live for Christ. But, the flesh, that 
is, our wounded human nature, does not 
relinquish its hold easily. It takes a lifetime 
to fully embrace our high calling and put on 
“the mind of Christ;” to think, judge and act 
as Jesus. The discipline of Lent trains us 
through prayer, penance and almsgiving, and 
through pondering the word of God to grow 
daily in faith and holiness. 

Lent gives us the opportunity to renew our 
gratitude for the new life purchased for us at 
such a price, so that we may become better 
stewards of the gifts we received in Baptism.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a Oklahoma Memorial 
Post #168
Catholic War Veterans USA 
The Oklahoma Memorial 
Post #168 hold their month-
ly meeting at 7 p.m. in the 
Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
City, every second Wednes-
day. Contact Ken at (405) 
739-0036, OklaPost168@cox.
net. The National Headquar-
ters website is www.cwv.org. 
The group website is www.
okpost168.org. 

a Gift of Love Gala
The Knights of Columbus 
and Center of Family Love 
present the Gift of Love Gala 
June 17 at the National 
Cowboy & Western Heritage 
Museum. Reception at 6 p.m. 
and dinner at 7 p.m. For 
tickets and sponsorship, call 
(405) 263-7100.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

March 19 – Mass for Solemnity of Saint Joseph, 10 a.m., Saint Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC
March 21 – Installation of Michael Scaperlanda as 16th president of Saint Gregory’s University, Shawnee
March 22-23 – Catholic Relief Services Board meeting, Baltimore
March 25 – Mass for Catholic Women’s Conference, 8 a.m., Reed Center, Midwest City
March 25 – Birth Choice Life of the Party Gala, 6:30 p.m., Oklahoma City Golf and Country Club, OKC
March 26 – Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., Church of Saint Mary, Guthrie
March 28 – Saint Ann Retirement Center Board meeting, 8 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
March 28 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC
March 28 – Stewardship and Development Pastors Advisory Committee meeting, 11:30 a.m., CPC
March 28 – Oklahoma Catholic Broadcasting Radiothon on-air interview, 5 p.m. 
March 29 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., Saint Joseph, Tonkawa
March 30 – Catholic Advocacy Day, 8 a.m., Oklahoma Capitol
March 30 – Archdiocesan Personnel Board, 3 p.m., CPC
April 1 – In the Father’s Footsteps, Catholic Men’s Conference, Embassy Suites Convention Center, Norman
April 2 – Confirmation, 9:30 a.m., Saint Eugene, OKC
April 2 – Scout Mass, 4 p.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Our Lenten journey

God of all people, you walk 
with us on our life’s journey. 

You know our joys and 
struggles. You know us better 
than we know ourselves. 

This Lenten season, may 
we too learn to walk with 
others. Through prayer, fast-
ing and almsgiving, may we 
encounter you in our neigh-
bors in need and live your call 
to serve our human family. 
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

“The discipline of 
Lent trains us through 
prayer, penance and 
almsgiving, and through 
pondering the word of 
God to grow daily in 
faith and holiness.” 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City • PO Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123 • 405-709-2745

Please visit www.archokc.org/appeal to make your online gift

Annual Catholic Appeal 2017

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus says to His disciples 
“your light must shine before others.” 
Jesus wants us to reach out to others, to 
bring His message to others. Your gift 
to the Annual Catholic Appeal will help 
to support our local Catholic ministries. 
Prayerfully consider a gift to the 
Annual Catholic Appeal and 
empower the Church to 
“Go Make Disciples.” 

WASHINGTON – The annual Catholic Relief Services collection will be 
held in most parishes on Laetare Sunday, March 26, with the theme, 
“Help Jesus in Disguise.”

“The needs of our world are great, and the effects of this collection are 
far-reaching,” said Archbishop Thomas J. Rodi of Mobile, Ala., chair-
man of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Com-
mittee on National Collections.

“Through this collection we humbly respond to the 
suffering Christ who comes to us bearing the face 
of the vulnerable refugee, the immigrant family, the 
rejected poor, and the abandoned stranger. We serve 
these, our brothers and sisters, because by doing so 
we serve Christ.”

Entities within the USCCB that receive support include: the Secre-
tariat of Cultural Diversity in the Church, the Department of Justice 
Peace and Human Development, and the Department of Migration and 
Refugee Services. Other Catholic Church organizations that receive 
funds are: Catholic Relief Services, Catholic Legal Immigration Network 

Inc., and the Holy Father’s Relief Fund. 
The USCCB administrative committee is responsi-

ble for grant-making from this national collection.
For more information about the Catholic Relief 

Services collection, go online to www.usccb.org/
catholic-relief. Shareable resources for the collec-
tion can be found at www.usccb.org/catholic-relief/
collection.
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Catholic Relief Services collection reaches 
vulnerable, marginalized 

CRS collection March 26

When news outlets report inci-
dents of child abuse, they usually 
include someone who said they 
suspected something, but the per-
son either didn’t know for sure or 
didn’t want to get involved.

In the Feb. 17 issue of The Okla-
homan, there appeared a disturb-
ing story 
that should 
serve as 
a strong 
reminder to 
us all. The 
story re-
ported that 
the princi-
pal at an 
Oklahoma 
elementary 

school failed to report the alleged 
molestation of several girls, re-
sulting in 10 more children being 
victimized. In addition, a math 
teacher at the school is accused of 
failing to report similar allegations.

Charges of “failure to report” 
were filed against the principal 

and the 
math teach-
er. Both 
the prin-
cipal and 
the math 
teacher said 
they didn’t 
report the 
allegations 
to police, 
DHS or to 

parents because they believed the 
children were lying.

This sad story that happened in 
our own state should serve as a 
reminder that it is not up to us to 
investigate. The safe environment 
training DVD for the archdiocese 
stresses several times, “If you see 
something, say something.” We are 
legally and morally bound to report 
even the suspicion of abuse.

Oklahoma school case reminder 
to report abuse

Sr. Catherine 
Powers, CND 
Coordinator of 

Safe Environment
Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City 

To report suspected abuse, 
call the DHS hotline at 

(800) 522-3511.
If the suspected abuse involves 

archdiocesan or parish personnel 
also call the pastoral hotline at 

(405) 720-9879.

SHAWNEE – Seven 
students from Saint 
Gregory’s University 
attended the Oklahoma 
Native American Stu-
dents in Higher Education 
(ONASHE) Conference on 
Feb. 25. The conference 
offered three days of work-
shops and a variety of 
activities.

“The ONASHE American 
Indian Higher Education 
conference truly provides 
our indigenous student 
population with an oppor-
tunity to discuss, debate 
and implement their 
concepts surrounding a 
variety of issues impact-
ing indigenous students 
in higher education settings,” said 
Cedric Sunray, co-activity director 
and retention specialist.

“From the use of indigenous 
people as mascots to combating 

significantly low graduation rates 
as well as sharing stories of suc-
cess, indigenous students know 
that their voice is being heard and 
valued.  They are grateful for the 
support Saint Gregory’s has pro-

vided in insuring their 
involvement.”

Emmaline Barrett, 
Alyssa Chavez, Sutv 
Meely, Crystal Pablo, 
Shannon Foye, Jeffrey 
Trout, and Phoenix Bills 
all attended the confer-
ence, which celebrated 
the contributions of 
American Indian/indig-
enous populations in 
higher education and 
empowered their path 
toward graduation. 

“It was a great expe-
rience to be exposed to 
different Native Amer-
ican cultures here in 
Oklahoma since I am not 
from here,” said soph-

omore Crystal Pablo, a Gallup, 
N.M., native. “It was nice having 
some friends come with me to the 
event, but also great to meet so 
many new people.” 

St. Gregory’s students attend 
ONASHE conference

Photo provided.

When Our Lady came to 
Fatima, Portugal, in 1917, 
her mission to earth was 
the salvation of the souls 
of her children from hell, 
and to bring about a time 
of peace to the world. The 
message she brought to the 
three shepherd children is 
even more relevant today 
than ever before, and her 
core message is basic and 
summed up in three ways:

1. She told the shepherd 
children that hell does exist, 
and that the souls of lost 
sinners go there because 
there is no one to make rep-
aration for their sins; 

2. She said that war is 
punishment for and a conse-
quence of sin; 

3. To attain world peace 
and the salvation of souls it 
would require the conversion 
of sinners. “People must stop 
offending God because He is 
already too much offended.” 

Our Lady’s special re-
quests

Our Lady made specific 
requests that included a 
daily offering to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus (through the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary) 
of the duties required by the 
state of life; whether single, 
married, widowed or di-
vorced, etc., and of the hard-
ships or difficulties that God 
allows to happen in people’s 
lives.  

Particularly, our Lady 
asked that part of the rosary 
be said every day, (meaning 
five decades) while medi-
tating on the Mysteries in 
reparation for sin, for the 
conversion of sinners and 

Honor Our Lady of 
Fatima in 100th 
anniversary year

By Donna Sue Berry
For the Sooner Catholic

continued on page 10



My first impression of Church 
was that it was a place that 
smelled good. I have vivid mem-
ories of the beauty of the stained 
glass that shimmered beams of 
warm light, the beautiful stat-
ues and flowers, and the smell of 
beeswax candles that delighted my 
nostrils when we went to Mass on 
Sunday.

I was not a perfect child – often 
enough my parents caught me un-
derneath the pew, digging through 
someone’s purse to see if I could 
find any gum. But, I liked going to 
church.

It must have been about 
that time that my parents 
decided I should learn 
my prayers, and to that 
end, I recall my mother 
sitting on the edge of my 
bed after a bedtime story, 
teaching my sister and me 
to kneel beside the bed 
and to repeat the words 
of the Hail Mary and the 
Our Father after her. 

Although I didn’t under-
stand the prayers, I re-
member walking into my 
parents’ room before bed 
to discover one or both of 
them kneeling to say their prayers. 
The fact that my dad was often 
praying so reverently in just his 
pajamas demonstrated to me that 
God doesn’t need to be impressed 
by appearances. We come as we 
are. A teachable moment.

I recall the day I discovered the 
crucifix my parents had received 
as a wedding gift had 
a secret compartment, 
containing candles and 
vials – a sick-call set. 
Fascinated, I took them 
out and held them in 
my hands. “What are 
these for, mommy?” A 
teachable, sacramental 
moment.

I learned some (per-
haps unhealthy) fear of 
the Lord after I knocked 
my sister out of a swing, 
and then lied to my 
mother about why she 
was crying. My mother, 
surmising the truth of the 
situation, seized this as 
a teachable moment. She 
explained to my sister that 
whenever I did something 
naughty, God would see – 
and he would mark it down 
in his book. If I got too many 
marks, he wouldn’t let me 
into heaven. God was evi-
dently watching me carefully 
to catch me in the act, so I 
began to imagine ways that 
I might avoid his scrutiny, or 
sneak into heaven through a 
different door. But, I said my 
prayers, religiously, thinking it 
should at least hold him at bay.

One Sunday, the Gospel told 
about Jesus defending the apostles 
from being scolded for not washing 
their hands (Matthew 15). I was 
riveted. As I look back, I imagine 

I must have received a similar 
scolding, and I was delighted for 
the apostles that Jesus didn’t 
seem to think it was such a big 
deal to have clean hands.

Around Christmas time, my 
mother was picking up groceries 
after work. I hadn’t had dinner yet, 
and was feeling a little peckish, so 
I sidled up to a big bin of peanuts 
sitting by the door and quietly 
scooped a handful into my coat 
pocket. Once we were in the car, I 
cracked one. I might as well have 
fired a gun into my pocket, it was 
so loud! “What was THAT?” my 

mother asked. “A peanut,” I re-
plied. “Where did you get the pea-
nut?” I was silent in shame – she 
apparently didn’t realize I had a 
whole squirrel’s stash. “Carole, did 
you steal that?” Alas, I was caught. 
I hadn’t thought of it as stealing, 
and thankfully I 

kept my 
mouth shut rather than exacer-
bate my crime by lying about it. 
But, I heard about it all the way 
home. A teachable, moral moment.

When I was in junior high, my 
diocese put on a retreat for junior 
high kids, and I was one of a car-

load of kids who went. The night 
before I left, my dad came into my 
room to chat with me about it. I 
remember him explaining to me 
that, if I listened, I would be able 
to hear God speak in my heart. 
I rolled my eyes at him. But, he 

insisted. “No, really, you 
can!” It seemed to be the 
voice of experience, but 
I was skeptical. I didn’t 
hear God’s voice on that 
retreat, but I didn’t forget 
what my father said or 
the tender voice with 
which he said it. Today, 
that memory still moves 
me to tears. A teachable 
moment.

A few years later, I was 
given the gift of personal 
faith in our most su-
premely loveable Lord. 
Although the spark that 

set my faith aflame did not come to 
me explicitly through my family or 
my parish, nevertheless, my family 
and parish had prepared condi-
tions – in a thousand teachable 
moments – that were favorable for 

that spark to burst into 
flame. It started so many 
years earlier, when I first 
took delight in the smell 
of beeswax candles and 
flashes of stained glass 
sparkled in my fresh 
new eyes. 

It continued with my 
parents teaching me 
my prayers, letting me 
discover them kneeling 
by their bedside, teach-
ing me the “fear of the 
Lord” (which the scrip-
tures tell us is the 
beginning of wisdom), 
correcting my moral 
failures, and sharing 
a tender moment 
of encouragement 
to listen for God’s 
voice. Their shared 
influence absolutely 
was decisive for my 
faith. 

In our secular 
culture, moms and 
dads need all the 
support they can 
get to create those 
conditions for 
their kids. That’s 
the inspiration 

for the first archdiocesan Catho-
lic Family Festival, “Discovering 
God Together” on April 22 at Saint 
Gregory’s University. 

Let this be a teachable moment 
in your family’s life. For more infor-
mation about the Catholic Family 
Festival, visit www.archokc.org.
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Contagious Faith

A thousand teachable moments
Carole Brown 
Director of New 
Evangelization 

Join Archbishop Paul Coakley and Catholic

families from all over the Archdiocese of OKC

on Saturday, April 22 at St. Gregory’s

University for a day of faith & fun!

Our special guests will be Dr. Greg and Lisa Popcak

of More2Life Radio and speaker/musician

Cooper Ray.
                           

                Topics for Adults

Discovering God Together: 5 Habits of

Effective, Faithful Families

Is it possible to raise faithful kids in today’s world?

Is it really true that there are “no guarantees” when it

comes to passing your faith on to your kids?

Discover the five habits that stack the deck in favor

of your kids growing up to really own their Catholic

faith and values.

Feeding Their Souls:  The Care and

Feeding of Your Kids’ Faith

At each stage, your kids need a different kind of

spiritual diet. This talk will make sure you know how to give your 

kids the spiritual nourishment they need at each age and stage to

grow up to be healthy, whole, Godly, grace-filled adults.

SCHEDULE

8:30 a.m.

Sign in and drop off ages 

1-5 at babysitting

9:00 a.m.
General Session

9:30 a.m.
Special programs for

adults, elementary,

middle school and high 

school youth.

11:30 a.m.

Families re-connect for a

boxed sandwich lunch, 

activities and free time.

1:30 p.m.
Special programs for

adults, elementary, 

middle school and high 

school youth.

4:00 p.m.

Mass with Archbishop 

Coakley

Cost
After April 8, fees will 

increase by $5/person.

• $25 for adults or $40 for 

married couples

• $10 for grades K-12

• Free babysitting for ages 1-5

To Register: Check with your parish office for a registration form, 

or go to http://www.archokc.org/new-evangelization/up-coming-events

to download the form.  Register online for an additional $1/person.

Registration deadline is April 14.  Call 405-709-2721 for information.
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A new Lenten discipline
The Catholic Difference

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

For Lent 2016, I adopted a new 
40 Days discipline in addition to 
intensified prayer, daily almsgiv-
ing and letting my liver have its 
annual vacation: I quit sports talk 
radio, cold turkey.

This was not easy, as the pur-
chase of a car with an XM radio 
years before had turned me into 
a reasonable facsimile of a sports 
talk radio addict. I’d listen to Steve 
Czaban when driving early in the 
morning, Dan Patrick when driv-
ing mid- to late-morning, Tony 
Kornheiser and Mike 
Wilbon on my way 
home, and whatever-
was-available-that-
wasn’t Stephen A. 
Smith at other times. 

I never called in, 
mind you. But, I 
had half a dozen 
sports talk shows 
pre-set on my car’s 
XM system, and if 
nothing grabbed me 
among the national-
ly-broadcast yack fests there were 
always the locals in Washington 
and Baltimore. 

It has now been a year since 
I tuned-in to a sports talk radio 
program and I am, I hope, a better 
man for it – albeit no less a sports 
nut.

I should admit that, before I 
made the decision to shake off the 
coils of this addiction, the sports 
talk radio world, ESPN (from which 
I auto-liberated at the same time), 

and “Sports Illustrated” (which 
I’ve been reading since the fourth 
or fifth grade) were beginning to 
annoy me with their self-conscious 
political correctness. 

As if to prove that sports people, 
those who make a living jabber-
ing about sports, and sports fans 
aren’t really knuckle-dragging Ne-
anderthals, sports talk radio and a 
lot of the rest of the Sports Indus-
trial Complex has become an avid 
promoter of the LGBTQ agenda, 
often in the silliest ways. 

“Sports Illustrated” may have 
something useful to say about the 
concussion epidemic in football; 
“Sports Illustrated” has nothing 
useful or sensible to say to the 
citizens of North Carolina about 
their views of “bathroom rights.” 
Enough of this was enough, and I 
was glad to be quit of it, as we say 
below the Mason-Dixon Line. 

More positively, breaking the 
sports talk radio habit cleared my 
mind. I didn’t have to pretend that 

even the best of the talkers, like 
Mr. Patrick, weren’t constantly 
repeating themselves while trying 
to find that sweet spot where the 
millennials, and others with the 
disposable income advertisers 
crave, live and breathe, and have 
their being. And, when you get be-
low the Dan Patrick level, there’s a 
ton of nonsense being talked to fill 
all that airtime, for there’s really 
only so much to be said about our 
games. 

Then, there was the aggrava-
tion of artificially ginned-up 
hysteria. As mainstream 
television news became 
weather-hysteric after Hurri-
cane Katrina, the sports talk 
radio world was indulging 
in one hysteria after anoth-
er, all surnamed “-gate,” of 
which Deflategate was the 
most ludicrous in breadth, 
depth and length (if not nec-
essarily in, er, volume). 

Better yet, breaking the 
habit opened up all sorts of 

other possibilities while driving. 
I could pray the rosary. I could 
listen to a lot of good music – and 
I did, discovering classical mas-
terpieces I hadn’t known before 
(like Handel’s Keyboard Suites), or 
finding renditions of previously be-
loved compositions I hadn’t heard 
before (like Anne-Sophie Mutter’s 
transcendent performance of the 
Dvorak Violin Concerto), or reliv-
ing the best of 60s rock. What, I 
ask you, is the audiocast of “Par-

don the Interruption” compared to 
that? 

And then, there was the hap-
py possibility of simply driving 
in silence, seeing things I hadn’t 
noticed before, and thinking 
thoughts I hadn’t thought be-
fore, when I was being harried by 
prattle about the incomprehensi-
ble, like the NFL Combine or the 
Cleveland Browns’ draft choices. 
Silence, as Cardinal Robert Sarah 
argues in a fine book being pub-
lished next month, is essential to 
the spiritual life. God came to Eli-
jah, not as a sport talk radio host 
would – loudly – but as a “still 
small voice” (1 Kings 19, 12). 

That voice is hard to hear amidst 
the cacophony of contemporary 
life. If we wish to hear it more 
clearly, we must tune out the 
static, turn down the volume and 
listen to the silence. 

So, my fraternal counsel to 
fellow-Catholics of the sports-nut 
subdivision: take a break from 
sports talk radio this Lent. It’s a 
good discipline and it just might 
open you up to some surprising, if 
quiet, transmissions from another 
source.

One of the most unique ministries at Saint 
Ann Retirement Center in northwest Oklahoma 
City is Sister Marcianne’s Doll House Making 
Project. The money raised from auctioning the 
houses goes to the Catholic Near 
East Welfare Association (CNEWA), a 
papal agency for humanitarian and 
pastoral support that serves church-
es and peoples of the Middle East, 
northeast Africa, India and Eastern 
Europe.

“Everything is handmade and 
there are different themes for each 
house. Several of the 
residents have donated 
many hours in creating 
these incredible houses. 
Proceeds from the sale 
of the houses benefits 
needy children,” said 
Richard Amend, mission 
director for Saint Ann.

Some of the houses are 
made from donated kits, 
but “my favorite ones are 
the doll houses made 
from empty copy paper 
boxes,” Sister Marcianne 
said. These houses are 
transformed into one-of-a-kind works of art 
sold at craft fairs and auctions. 

When entering the 8-by-10-foot craft room 
at Saint Ann, there are doll houses all around, 
some complete and others waiting to be trans-
formed. In one corner, there is a shelving unit 

with small shoe boxes that hold the beginnings 
of a variety of future houses. 

One of the completed creations is the 
old-fashion grocery store. If buyers’ look close-
ly, they can see bacon and eggs cooking on a 
stove in a pan made from a metal bottle cap. 

The bacon is rickrack 
and the egg is a small 
candy on a piece of 

white cloth. 
Chandeliers are made 

from old pieces of jewel-
ry, and old neckties are 

turned into curtains. The labels for containers 
and signs are downloaded from the Internet 
and shrunk, Saint Thomas Moore bookstore’s 
holy card boxes are converted into beds, and 
every doll house has a cross. The books on the 
shelves have covers and pages inside. Items 

come from garage sales, donations or a dis-
count store. 

“The more detailed the better it looks and 
the more money the houses go for at auction,” 
Sister Marcianne said. “Then, every time I get 
$100 or more, it’s off to get a money order to 
send to the Catholic Near East Welfare Associ-
ation.” 

Sister Marcianne dreams of building a grand 
staircase, and others in the group are 
planning the rooms surrounding it. 
Sister is collecting foam for the stairs 
while others search for just the right 
items to complete the regal setting.

The ministry, started 2 ½ years ago, 
has a host of people working with 
Sister Marcianne. Not everyone works 
on every project, but many hands 
help create the special works of art. 
Volunteers include Sister Teresa 
Margaret, Sister Susan, John Sheil, 
Jim Molinelli, Joyce Tomlison, Beverly 
Landry, Georgia Buchanan, Rosemary 
Dunkin, Ree Wilson, Joyce Helton, 
Jude Harroz, Garrett Williams, Lacey 
Chabeil, Betty Brown, Maurice Rud-
er, Jo Anderson, Ray Droste, Martha 

Sheil, Corrine Sardis, Jesse Horacek and Wen-
dy Lyons. 

Residents and staff members at the retire-
ment center also help with various parts of the 
models. 

“It is a fantastic ministry and is much loved 
by Saint Ann residents. We thank Saint Marci-
anne for her vision and creativity,” Amend said.

Judy Hilovsky is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

Doll houses bring smiles to St. Ann community, charity
By Judy Hilovsky 
The Sooner Catholic

John Sheil works on building a doll 
house. Photos provided. 

Proceeds from the doll houses go to the Catholic 
Near East Welfare Association. Photo CNS.
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Catholic Charities announces annual 
Catholic Advocacy Day

Catholics from throughout Oklahoma are 
invited to join the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and Catholic Charities of the 
Diocese of Tulsa for Catholic Advocacy Day at 
the state Capitol on Thursday, March 30, from 
8:15 a.m. to 11:15 
a.m. 

To be held in 
the Capitol’s Blue 
Room, this annu-
al event provides 
Catholic voters the 
opportunity to con-
nect with lawmak-
ers about proposed 
legislation that 
affects Oklahoma 
communities and 
those in need.

Advocacy Day 
will begin at 8:15 
a.m. with presen-
tations highlighting 
the legislative process and pending bills. Arch-
bishop Coakley and Bishop Konderla of Tulsa 
will speak on the moral and social teachings of 
the Catholic Church in relation to legislation. 
David Blatt, executive director of the Oklahoma 
Policy Institute, will provide an overview of the 
state’s budget.

Legislators are invited to attend the reception 
and meet with Catholic constituents. Attendees 
are strongly encouraged to contact their legis-
lator before arriving at the event, invit-
ing them to breakfast and scheduling a 
meeting. The names and contact infor-

mation for Oklaho-
ma representatives 
and senators can 
be found online at 
www.oklegislature.
gov.

To register for 
Catholic Advoca-
cy Day, visit www.
catholiccharitiesok.
org/events. To learn 
more about Catholic 
Advocacy Day, con-
tact Becky VanPool 
at (405) 523-3000, 
Ext. 245, or bvan-
pool@ccaokc.org. 

Founded in 1912, 
Catholic Charities serves all, regard-
less of race, religion or national origin 
through its mission to provide help and 
hope through the Catholic tradition of 
service. Headquartered in Oklahoma 
City, with regional service locations in 
Ardmore, Clinton, Enid, Guymon and 

Lawton, and program locations in Norman and 
Midwest City, Catholic Charities serves more 
than 14,000 Oklahomans annually.

Catholics across Oklahoma to gather at the state Capitol

Archbishop Coakley and Bishop Slattery at Catholic 
Advocay Day 2016. Photo Diane Clay.

Celebrating 
 Catholic Education 
  Breakfast

March 3, 
Sheraton 
Oklahoma City      
Downtown Hotel

Photos 
Theresa 
Bragg.

Rev. Basil M. Keenan, O.S.B., 
St. Gregory’s Abbey, was laid to 
rest on Feb. 27, with interment 
at the Abbey Cemetery.

Photos 
Theresa 
Bragg.

Sr. Rosemary Nyirumbe vists St. Grego-
ry’s University on Feb. 23. Standing with 
Sr. Rosemary are St. Gregory’s President 
Michael Scaperlanda, Dr. Susan Barnes, 
dean of nursing and Wanda Robinson, as-
sociate professor of nursing.

To learn more 
about the new 
Drexel and de la 
Salle education 
funds, go online to 
www.archokc.org/
breakfast or call 
(405) 709-2745. 

SHAWNEE – Saint Gregory’s 
University invites prospective stu-
dents and their family members to 
experience Cavalier Day on Thursday, 
April 20, 
beginning 
at 10:30 
a.m. in 
Benedic-
tine Hall.

Stu-
dents and 
their families can visit with current 
students, tour the historic campus, 
learn about student activities and 
campus life, attend a college class and 
meet current faculty and staff who can 
assist with the admissions process.

Cavalier Day is free and lunch will 
be provided. 

For more information, or to RSVP, 
contact Saint Gregory’s Admissions 
Department at (844) 233-9872, e-mail 
admissions@stgregorys.edu or reg-

ister online at www.stgregorys.edu/
cavalierday. 

Founded in 1875, Saint Gregory’s 
University is Oklahoma’s oldest 

institution of higher learning and only 
Catholic university. Saint Gregory’s 
offers a liberal arts education rooted in 
the Benedictine tradition of cultivating 
the whole person – mind, body and 
spirit. 

With campuses in Shawnee and 
Tulsa, SGU features both traditional 
and adult degree programs, including 
associate, bachelor’s and master’s 
degree programs. Go online to www.
stgregorys.edu.

Saint Joseph 
is a great exam-
ple of a man of 
faith and great 
husband. Just 
think of it, Jesus 
got to choose 
his mother and 
step-father. Je-

sus chose the best! 
Matthew 1, 19 says: “Joseph her husband, 

since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling 
to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her 
quietly.”

Joseph is a great guy! (Righteous in biblical 
terminology.) He loves Mary, and if he says 
anything about not being the father of the fruit 
of her womb, she could be stoned to death. 
To avoid this, he decides to leave her without 
making a fuss. The people would think he is 
just another man that abandons his parental 
responsibilities and they would reach out to 
help Mary. Joseph’s attitude is simple. Blame 
me and leave her alone. That’s love!

God intervenes while Joseph is resting. In 
the first dream, beginning at Matthew 1, 20, 
Joseph is invited to change his plans:

“…the angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your 
home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this 
child has been conceived in her. She will bear 
a son and you are to name him Jesus, because 
he will save his people from their sins.’”

Verse 24 sums up the result of this first 
dream: “When Joseph awoke, he did as the an-
gel of the Lord had commanded him and took 
his wife into his home.”

Every time that God wants to lead Joseph 
down a different path, the Lord shows the new 
way through a dream.

After the Magi visited the Holy Family, it was 
clear they couldn’t stay in Bethlehem. But, 
where should they go? No problem. Joseph 

didn’t worry. He just went for a nap. Matthew 
Ch. 2 tells us the rest.

“When they had departed, behold, the angel 
of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, ‘Rise, take the child and his mother, flee 
to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you. Herod 
is going to search for the child to destroy him.’”

Verse 14 says what Joseph did when he 
awoke:

“Joseph rose and took the child and his 
mother by night and departed for Egypt.”

But, how long should they stay in Egypt? No 
problem. Joseph didn’t worry. He just went for 
a nap and guess what? Yes! God blesses those 
who rest in His love and peace. God blesses 
those who trust in Him. Matthew Ch. 2 also 
blesses us with the details of this third dream:

When Herod had died, behold, the angel of 
the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said, “Rise, take the child and his 
mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who sought the child’s life are dead.”

Now Israel is a big country. Joseph wasn’t 
clear where in Israel he should go. The previ-
ous dream didn’t give him a map to follow. But, 
Joseph didn’t worry. He is a good husband 
and father because he is a man who faithful-
ly trusts in God and he knows that sooner or 
later God will show him the way.

Surprise! Joseph goes to bed, trusting in God 
and God’s timeline, and he was blessed with a 
fourth dream:

“…because he had been warned in a dream, 
he departed for the region 
of Galilee.” You know the 
rest.

This year, March 19 
falls on a Sunday, so our 
celebration of Saint Jo-
seph, Patron Saint of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, will be transferred to 
Monday, March 20. I invite 
you to take time after this 

special 
Mass 
and 
follow 
his ex-
ample. 
Trust 
in the 
Lord, 
rest a 
little. Take a nap. 

Here are some words from Pope Francis on 
Saint Joseph during his visit to Milan, Philip-
pines. 

“Rest is so necessary for the health of our 
minds and bodies, and often so difficult to 
achieve due to the many demands placed on 
us. But, rest also is essential for our spiritual 
health, so that we can hear God’s voice and 
understand what he asks of us. Joseph was 
chosen by God to be the foster father of Jesus 
and the husband of Mary. As Christians, you 
too are called, like Joseph, to make a home for 
Jesus. To make a home for Jesus! You make 
a home for him in your hearts, your families, 
your parishes and your communities.” 

On my table I have an image of Saint Joseph 
sleeping. Even when he is asleep, he is taking 
care of the Church! We know he can do that. 

So, when I have a problem, a difficulty, I 
write a little note and I put it underneath Saint 
Joseph, so that he can dream about it! In other 
words, I tell him: pray for this problem!”

March 19, 2017 7Sooner Catholic

Every family needs a dreamer!
Saint Joseph and his fruitful rest

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Office of 
Hispanic Ministry 

APRIL 20, 2017  |  10:30 A.M.

Please RSVP online at  www.stgregorys.edu/cavalierday or 
by calling the Admissions Office at 1-844-BE-EXTRA.

Cavalier Day is for students that want to see first-hand what it’s like 
to be a St. Gregory’s Cavalier. You’ll tour campus, meet current students 

and faculty, attend a college class and have lunch on campus.

Cavalier DayYOU’RE INVITED TO

©

St. Gregory’s to host Cavalier 
Day for prospective students
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Paulina Saldana
Parish: Saint Andrew, Moore
University of Oklahoma 
College of Nursing, OKC

“I attend the University of Oklahoma 
College of Nursing and will graduate 
with a bachelor’s degree in science of 
nursing in May. OU has been a won-
derful school where I have had an 
amazing education. In addition, I had 
the privilege of going on a medical trip 
to Uganda, Africa, in 2016. While in 
Africa, I volunteered at Saint Monica’s 
Clinic in Uganda.” 

“The CFO scholarship has helped 
me greatly with education expenses 
for four years. After graduation, I plan 
to work in a hospital for a few years 
and continue my life-long learning 
as a high-skilled, compassionate and 
caring nurse to patients physical-
ly, emotionally and spiritually. After 
working a few years in a hospital set-
ting, I plan to do missionary work as a 
nurse in Uganda through Sister Rose-
mary Nyirumbe’s Sewing Hope orga-
nization. After returning from Africa, 
I would like to continue my education 
to earn a degree as a mental health 
nurse practitioner.”

Kylee Severin
Parish: Saint Michael, Goltry
Southwestern Christian University, Bethany

“The experience at Southwestern has been 
great. I plan to graduate in May 2018 and 
start working as an elementary teacher. With 
the CFO scholarship, I have had many fi-
nancial burdens lifted in pursuing a college 
degree.”

“My plans upon graduation include get-
ting a teaching job in an elementary school. 
I would love to go back to my hometown of 
Goltry to teach in Timberlake Public Schools. 
This would allow me to be near my family and 
my church.”

CFO scholarships help Oklahoma students thrive

Paulina Saldana

Robin Heckes

Kasey Ross

John Grim

Kylee Severin

Each year, the Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma features students in their senior year of undergraduate study who have received 
Catholic foundation scholarships. 

John Grim
Parish: Our Lady of Sorrow, Chandler
Saint Gregory’s University, Shawnee

“My education experience at Saint Gregory’s University has been 
a blessing and has helped me grow spiritually, academically and 
professionally. The small school experience and Catholic culture are 
what led me to join the SGU community. The liberal arts education 
that Saint Gregory’s offers has broadened my horizons and I am ex-
cited to be graduating with two degrees in philosophy and business 
management!”

“The CFO scholarship was a precious gift to me because it allowed 
me to complete my education with almost zero debt. More impor-
tantly, it has reaffirmed my experience as a Catholic scholar. I hope 
that my experiences and education at a Catholic university will 
enable me to contribute to the well-being of society in any capacity. 
After graduation, I plan to visit monastic communities and discern 
a life of contemplation and prayer or furthering my education on the 
graduate level.”

Robin Heckes
Parish: Saint Joseph, Norman
Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University, Weatherford

“My educational experience at SWO-
SU has been great. The professors and 
staff of the College of Pharmacy truly 
care about students and are willing to 
do anything they can to help us suc-
ceed. Getting accepted into the phar-
macy doctorate program was probably 
the highlight of my experience. Begin-
ning in the fall, I will be the president 
of the American Pharmacist Associa-
tion-Academy of Student Pharmacist 
chapter at SWOSU.”

“The CFO scholarship helped pay 
for my tuition and fees throughout the 
past four years, which helped me avoid 
student loans. I will graduate in 2019 
with my doctorate of pharmacy and I 
plan to work as a community pharma-
cist or in a clinic setting such as the 
Indian Health Service.”

Kasey Ross
Parish: Saint Francis Xavier, Enid
Oklahoma State University, Stillwater
      
“Through the people I have met and the classes, OSU allowed me 

new and exciting experiences that helped me to discover my passion 
for serving the youth of the Church. Helping with various retreats and 
conferences as well as volunteering for the high school youth group 
and a 3rd grade religious education class helped to drive this passion. I 
will be earning a BA in Strategic Communications with a minor in Phi-
losophy. My college is expensive. The CFO Scholarship has helped me 
in my four years at OSU to finish (almost) debt-free. It has truly been 
a blessing for my family and me. I would certainly recommend this 
scholarship to other Catholic students. If you are doubting yourself at 
all, just apply! God will provide this or other options to help with your 
educational expenses. 

“After graduation, I want to pursue my master’s degree in theology. 
With that, I hope to work in some kind of ministry.”

Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma 
college scholarships

Scholarship recipients are determined based on 
financial need, academic achievement and service 
to church and community. The recipient must be a 
full-time student and a permanent resident of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. Scholarships are 
renewed for all recipients for four years of under-

graduate study as long as the student maintains a 
3.0 cumulative grade point average.

DeaDline: MonDay, april 3

CATHOLIC FOUNDATION OF OKLAHOMA, INC.  
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK  73123-0380 
Phone (405) 721-4115, Fax (405) 721-4114 

cfo-info@archokc.org

Holy Family in Lawton offered its first 
Bilingual Lent Retreat on March 4. Pedro 
Moreno, director of the Office of Hispanic 
Ministries for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, and Deacon Armando Cruz-Rodz from 
Holy Angels in Oklahoma City, presented the 
meditations. 

The group discussed ways to help new-
comers feel welcome, how to support parish 

ministers and how to invite people to attend 
and be active in the Church. Nearly 100 peo-
ple attended the parish-wide retreat. Vicki 
Gable, religious education director, provid-
ed age-related activities about Lent for the 
35 children who attended. The retreat was 
titled, “Come Out of the Desert to Spread the 
Good News; Sal del Desierto para Pasar la 
Buena Nueva.”

Holy Family Bilingual Lent Retreat
Pedro 

Moreno 
and Deacon 
Armando 
Cruz-Rodz 
on March 4 
at Holy Fam-
ily in Law-
ton. Photos 
provided.

Photos Cara Koenig.

Residents at Saint Ann Retirement Center enjoyed a Mardi Gras dance with Talk of the Town on Feb. 28.

The 2017 Green Tie Gala organized by Catholic Charities of the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City raised more than $468,000 to support the homeless 
services of Catholic Charities: Sanctuary Women’s Development Centers 
in Oklahoma City and Norman, and Holy Family Home in Midwest City. 
Organizers of the event thanked auction item donors, sponsors and guests 
for the event’s success. During the gala, Green Tie Gala Ambassadors 
Bill and Lil Ross were honored, and 7-Eleven Stores received the Mosaic 
Award. The gala was held Feb. 25 at 
the National Cowboy and Western 
Heritage Museum with 628 guests in 
attendance. Chairing the gala were 
Rick and Julie Naifeh.

Photos Cara Koenig.

Green Tie Gala



It’s a beautiful little book: a cream and gold 
toned cover that features wedding rings and 
elegant black and deep gold lettering. It’s called 
“Invited: The Ultimate Catholic Wedding Plan-

ner,” and this little 
gem by Stephanie Ca-
lis is full of insights 
and information de-
signed to smooth the 
way for the celebra-
tion that marks the 

beginning of a new, shared life together as man 
and wife.

Calis says she wrote the book because so 
many engaged couples really do need a book, 
and while there are countless books on plan-
ning a wedding and still other books on the 
spiritual aspects of marriage, there didn’t seem 
to be one simple work that combined “the sec-
ular and the sacred,” and so Calis decided to 
write “Invited.”

This is a thoroughly Catholic planner. As ear-
ly as the introduction, Calis advises her read-
ers that the virtues needed in marriage “can 
be cultivated in small, habitual ways through 
countless tasks leading up to your big day.”

While the book is largely written from the 
bride’s point of view, Calis is constantly bring-
ing in ideas about and for the groom as well. 
Each chapter ends with a short section titled 
“From the Groom,” written by Stephanie’s hus-
band, Andrew Calis.

Some of his thoughts are light-hearted. He 
explains that “It wasn’t that I wasn’t interested 
in our wedding colors. It’s just that I genuinely 
didn’t see a difference between navy blue and 
indigo.”

Sometimes he is practical: “I highly rec-

ommend going on a date after your engaged 
retreat and after each marriage prep session.” 
Another time he writes beautifully that “Since 
Stephanie and I chose to join ourselves to each 
other, our commitment 
is an act of the will. 
There won’t be any 
fears or worrying about 
falling out of love be-
cause love is not just a 
feeling.”

Each chapter con-
cludes with “For Con-
versation,” points 
meant to stimulate the 
exchange of ideas that 
can lead to really get-
ting to know the other 
person. Calis invites her 
readers, for example, to 
“meditate together on 
the Wedding at Cana” 
and asks “What new 
discoveries have you 
made about each other 
as you prepare for mar-
riage? How have they 
changed you?”

The book begins with 
“First Steps,” a chapter that covers some 
of the basics such as why the wedding 
ceremony must take place in a church 
and what to do when there are “family issues” 
that must be dealt with. Readers are asked to 
think about who will preside over what could 
be either a nuptial mass or a marriage ceremo-
ny. Calis counsels her young couple to “ask for 
prayers from your friends, your family, your 
future in-laws and the saints.”

Ahead of this first chapter is one of the 
book’s best features: two detailed planning 

sheets. They include a 
master checklist, spir-
itual first steps and a 
list of vendors.

A second appendage 
is the “Budget Planning 
Sheet,” again seven 
pages, an excellent 

planning tool.
Practicalities having been dealt with, Calis 

goes on to the essentials of marriage – as op-
posed to wedding – planning. Chapter 2 pres-

ents the different types of mar-
riage preparation programs and 
why they are important.

Chapter 3 is on “Planning Your 
Nuptial Mass,” and again Calis 
includes three-page planning 
sheet and explains “Why Frank 
Sinatra can’t walk you down the 
aisle, and why you can’t write 
your own vows.” She advises 
that many parishes now have a 
wedding coordinator to help with 
these and other details.

Chapter 7 is “Love Incarnate, 
A.K.A. the Sex Chapter.” Calis 

disarms her readers with 
“Be honest. Did you skip 
ahead to this section. 
I’m right there with you.” 
She explains the Church’s 
teaching on the joyful cel-
ebration of physical love, 
discussing such important 
topics as chastity, con-
traception, natural family 
planning and pornography.

The book concludes with 
“Starting Your Life Together” 

where Calis looks at the honeymoon, moving 
in together, and the beauty and importance of 
praying together.

It’s hard to think of anything that Calis left 
out or overlooked. “Invited” is an excellent 
handbook for anyone about to be married or 
anyone who feels called to the married life in 
the future.  

Calis concludes with “All the joy and sweet-
ness possible. That is my prayer for you. May 
you have peace in your heart as you prepare 
to walk up the aisle, and a long fulfilled life, 
filled with abundant grace, as you walk out the 
doors of the church and start your life togeth-
er.”

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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From the Archives …

Isidore Ricklin, O.S.B., was a great admirer of the Comanche 
and Kiowa tribes and lived on the plains with them. He was 
given the title “Chief Thunderbolt” by the tribes. He success-

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

“Invited” is the ultimate Catholic wedding planner    
By J.E. Helm 

The Sooner Catholic

for world peace. Also, the mes-
sage included wearing the Brown 
Scapular of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel as a reminder of conse-
cration to 
her Im-
maculate 
Heart as 
well as a 
protection 
against the 
snares of 
the devil. 
The Com-
munion of 
Reparation on the first Saturday 
of each month was asked for and 
is known as the First Saturday 
Devotion.

Ways to honor Our Lady’s 
special requests

One way to honor the requests 
from Our Lady of Fatima is 
by becoming familiar with her 
message. The World Apostolate 
of Fatima, USA, was original-
ly known as “The Blue Army,” 
which began in 1947 in response 
to Our Lady’s messages. The 
name was changed when the 
Vatican raised the organization 
to the status of Public Interna-
tional Association of the Faithful, 
which was permanently decreed 
in October 2010.

Another way of following and 
participating in the messages of 
Fatima is to join a World Apos-

tolate of Fatima Prayer Cell. This 
a group of two or more people 
(made up of current and prospec-
tive members of the apostolate) 
who meet weekly, bi-weekly or 
monthly to honor Our Lady’s 

request 
for prayer, 
penance and 
sacrifice in 
reparation 
for sin and 
in supplica-
tion for the 
conversion 
of sinners, 
and attain-

ing the salvation of souls and 
world peace. 

WAF prayer cell groups in 
Oklahoma

Prayer cell groups are being 
formed in the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. An official World 
Apostolate of Fatima Prayer Cell 
group in the archdiocese meets 
every first Saturday from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 

A 100th anniversary spe-
cial edition DVD on Fatima, “A 
Message of Hope,” is available 
on loan. The first group is eager 
to assist in forming a start-up 
group in other parishes. 

Contact Gloria Belair at (405) 
649-2421 or gloriab@gbel.com, 
or Donna Le at dkle45@hotmail.
com. World Apostolate of Fatima, 
USA, is online at www.BlueArmy.
com. 

continued from page 3

fully built an impressive complex in Anadarko and 
continued to serve the tribes until his death in 
1921.

Teachers - Okarche
Holy Trinity Catholic School in 

Okarche is accepting applications 
for teachers 2017-2018 school 
year. Interested applicants should 
hold, or be completing, at least 
a bachelor’s degree in education 
with state teaching certification. 
Send resume, cover letter, and 
a copy of teaching certificate to 
Steve Lykes, principal, at slykes@
holytrinityok.org. Download teach-
er application packet at www.
archokc.org/multimedia/files/
doc_download/294-teacher-appli-
cation-packet. Call (405) 263-4422. 

Director of administration
St. Monica, Edmond, is offering 

a full-time position for the admin-
istration, business/finance, HR 
management needs of the parish. 
Candidates must be practicing 
Catholics in good standing and 
passionate about Jesus and the 
Catholic faith. Bachelor’s degree 
or equivalent in business admin-
istration and accounting required. 
At least five years of direct per-

sonnel management experience 
required. Strong skills in tech-
nology, communication, budget/
finance and HR required. Previous 
parish-based work experience 
preferred. Must undergo safe 
environment background check. 
Submit resumes to Fr. Hamilton at 
fr.shamilton@gmail.com. Contact 
(405) 359-2700.

Coordinator of youth formation
St. Monica, Edmond, is offering 

a part-time position for the coor-
dination of youth formation un-
der the director of evangelization. 
Candidates must be practicing 
Catholics in good standing and 
passionate about Jesus, the Cath-
olic faith and forming disciples. 
Evenings and weekends required. 
Bachelor’s degree required; the-
ology or ministry degree a plus. 
Strong skills in organization, 
planning and execution of events, 
technology and social media 
required. Previous parish-based 
work experience preferred. Must 
undergo safe environment back-

ground check. Submit resumes 
to Carrie Harkey at stmonicayg@
gmail.com. Contact (405) 
359-2700.

Technology coordinator
St. Mary’s Catholic 

School, Ponca City, is 
searching for a faith-
filled person to fill the 
role of technology co-
ordinator for the 2017-
2018 school year. This 
multi-faceted position 
includes the responsi-
bility for student and 
staff instruction, and 
technology management 
and administration. 
Experience teaching or 
working with elementary 
and middle school stu-
dents and a high level of 
comfort with technology 
tools is required. Contact 
Marilyn Nash, principal, 
(580) 765-4387, marilyn.
nash@smsponcacity.org.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.soonercatholic.org.

Gregory and Lisa Popcak provide 
some excellent ideas for creat-
ing positive impact in their book 
“Discovering God Together: The 

Catholic 
Guide to 
Raising 
Faithful 
Kids.”

The 
Popcaks 
have 

co-hosted call-in radio programs 
on nationally syndicated Catholic 
radio, have been on EWTN tele-
vision and they were featured at 
the World Meeting of Families in 
Philadelphia. They have authored 
a number of books aimed at help-
ing Catholics live more faithful and 
satisfying personal lives, and their 
focus is marriage and the family. 
They founded The Pastoral Solu-
tions Institute in 1999.

Their book, “Discovering God 
Together,” proves itself to be a 
valuable resource for two reasons. 
First, the Popcaks have done their 
homework. In addition to citing 
Scripture and various Catholic 
writings in their book, they refer-
ence well-defined research studies 
to support the ideas they propose.

The Popcaks endorse ritual and 
routines, explaining that “God 
strengthens the relationship of 
his family through rituals and 
routines,” how and how often the 
family works, plays, talks and 
prays together. These things in-
clude “family meals, game nights, 
prayer time, family days, holidays 
and celebrations, chores, bedtime 
routines and so forth.”

The Popcaks cite a 2000 study 
of “more than 60 years of re-

search” that establishes that “the 
presence of rituals and routines 
… dictates both how stable and 
how happy that family 
will be together over 
time.” These families 
“have been shown to be 
physically and emo-
tionally healthier, have 
better academic out-
comes, and are more 
resistant to depression, 
anxiety, substance 
abuse, promiscuity, 
obesity and a host of 
other personal, emo-
tional and relationship 
problems.”

The Popcaks also 
cite the importance of 
attachment in “creating 
discipleship hearts.” 
Attachment, they ex-
plain, “is understood 
as the strength of the 
child’s impulse to turn 
to his caregiver to get 
his needs met.” Chil-
dren who are securely 
attached – whose par-
ents respond to them 
with warmth and open-
ness – are attentive to 
what their parents say 
and strive to follow in 
their footsteps.

“Researchers note 
that securely attached 
children are capable of deep and 
satisfying relationships with God.”

The Popcaks cite a study of 
“nearly 3,500 individuals in 350 
families over the course of 40 
years.” The study found that “the 
No. 1 factor that contributed to 
children’s ‘catching’ the faith 
of their parents was parental 
warmth.”

“Discovering God Together” is 
not, however, a strictly scholarly 
work. The second reason the book 

is a valuable resource is because 
the Popcaks offer a great deal of 
very specific and easy to follow 
ideas for parents to use in the 
home.

There is an “Attachment Inven-
tory” of 28 questions that readers 
can use to understand the degree 
to which their “relationship with 
God is healthy and secure.”

Chapter 5 discusses “Shepherd-
ing Children through the Stages of 
Life.” There are specific ideas for 

becoming a family that 
prays together: morn-
ing offering, blessing 
of children and pray-
ing over them, grace 
at meals and family 
prayer time.

Finally, the book 
focuses on the family’s 
celebration of Mass 
and the sacraments, 
again with specific 
ideas for celebrating 
patron saints’ feast 
days, using holy wa-
ter in the home as a 
reminder of baptism, 
teaching young chil-
dren about the Eu-
charist, and going to 
confession as a family.

The Popcaks state 
firmly that “God de-
signed the family so 
that parents would be 
his face to their chil-
dren.”

The point of “Discov-
ering God Together” is 
that “passing on the 
faith to your kids is not 
just handing them a 
box filled with the stuff 

you inherited from your parents 
in the hope that they will give the 
same box filled with the same stuff 
to their kids.”

“Discovering God Together: The 
Catholic Guide to Raising Faithful 
Kids” is an excellent guide and is 
highly recommended.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.
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Discovering God Together: Creating a Catholic family

By J.E. Helm 
The Sooner Catholic

Gregory and Lisa Popcak coming to Oklahoma April 22

Join Archbishop Paul Coakley and Catholic
families from all over the Archdiocese of OKC
on Saturday, April 22 at St. Gregory’s
University for a day of faith & fun!
Our special guests will be Dr. Greg and Lisa Popcak
of More2Life Radio and speaker/musician
Cooper Ray.
                                           Topics for Adults

Discovering God Together: 5 Habits of
Effective, Faithful Families
Is it possible to raise faithful kids in today’s world?
Is it really true that there are “no guarantees” when it

comes to passing your faith on to your kids?
Discover the five habits that stack the deck in favor
of your kids growing up to really own their Catholic
faith and values.
Feeding Their Souls:  The Care and
Feeding of Your Kids’ Faith
At each stage, your kids need a different kind of
spiritual diet. This talk will make sure you know how to give your 
kids the spiritual nourishment they need at each age and stage to
grow up to be healthy, whole, Godly, grace-filled adults.

SCHEDULE

8:30 a.m.
Sign in and drop off ages 

1-5 at babysitting

9:00 a.m.
General Session

9:30 a.m.
Special programs for
adults, elementary,

middle school and high 
school youth.

11:30 a.m.
Families re-connect for a
boxed sandwich lunch, 
activities and free time.

1:30 p.m.
Special programs for
adults, elementary, 

middle school and high 
school youth.

4:00 p.m.
Mass with Archbishop 

Coakley

Cost
After April 8, fees will 

increase by $5/person.

• $25 for adults or $40 for 
married couples

• $10 for grades K-12
• Free babysitting for ages 1-5

To Register: Check with your parish office for a registration form, 
or go to http://www.archokc.org/new-evangelization/up-coming-events
to download the form.  Register online for an additional $1/person.
Registration deadline is April 14.  Call 405-709-2721 for information.

Jobs Box

 
Join us for our next  
luncheon, April 20th, 

with Speaker Billy Donovan, 
Head Coach of the  

Oklahoma City Thunder! 

AS
SE

MBLY OF CATHO
LIC

PRO F E S S I O N ALS

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT 
ARCHOKC.ORG/ACP  

OR CALL 405-709-2745 TODAY.

YOU ARE INVITED. 
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Nuestro viaje Cuaresmal

La conversión ocurre cuando se aprende a 
hacer el bien, dice papa Francisco

“La disciplina Cuares-
mal nos va educando a 
través de la oración, pen-
itencia y limosna, y el cel-
ebrar la Palabra de Dios, 
a crecer diariamente en la 
fe y santidad”. 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO – La 
conversión no ocurre con una 
varita mágica, sino cuando uno 
aprende a hacer el bien a través 
de acciones concretas todos los 
días, dijo el papa Francisco.

Por más santa que una per-
sona sea, “peca siete veces al 
día”, y se llega a la conversión 
con humildad y tratando de ser 
“mejor que el día anterior”, dijo 
el papa el 14 de marzo durante 
la misa en la capilla de la Casa 
Santa Marta, su residencia.

“Convertirse no es ir a un 
hada que con la varita mágica 
nos convierta”, dijo el papa. “Es 
un camino. Es un camino de 
alejarse (de lo malo) y de apren-
der”.

Haciendo una reflexión sobre 
la primera lectura del día del 
profeta Isaías (1:10, 16-20), el 
papa dijo que “se aprende a 
hacer el bien con cosas con-
cretas, no con palabras. Con 
hechos”.

La lectura de Isaías nos ofrece 
tres ejemplos de esto, dijo: 

“ayudar a los oprimidos, es-
cuchar la súplica de los huér-
fanos y defender a la viuda”. En 
el Evangelio del día, de Mateo 
(23: 1-12), 
el papa con-
tinuó, Jesús 
también 
reprocha a 
los escribas y 
a los fariseos 
porque no 
practican lo 
que predican.

“Porque 
‘dicen y no 
hacen’, no 
conocen lo 
concreto. Y si 
no hay algo 
concreto, no 
puede haber 
conversión”, 
dijo.

El papa 
Francisco dijo 
que los cris-
tianos están 
llamados a 
emprender 
“el camino de 
la conversión 

cuaresmal”, sabiendo que Dios 
“es un padre que habla, que 
nos quiere”.

“Y nos acompaña en este 

camino de conversión. Solo nos 
pide que seamos humildes y 
nuestros pecados serán perdo-
nados” dijo.

Por Junno Arocho Esteves
Para el Catholic News Service

Cada año, en Miércoles de Ceniza, la 
Iglesia comienza su viaje cuaresmal anual. 
Ya estamos en camino. La Cuaresma nos 
recuerda los cuarenta días que Jesús pasó 
en el desierto después de su bautismo en 
el Jordán al comienzo de su ministerio pú-
blico. Durante esos días Jesús oró, ayunó 
y fue probado. En estos cuarenta días 
de Cuaresma 
entramos en el 
mismo espíritu 
de oración, pen-
itencia y caridad 
para preparar-
nos a celebrar, 
con renovadas 
mentes y cora-
zones, el miste-
rio salvador de 
nuestra Re-
dención: la pasión, muerte y resurrección 
del Señor. 

La Cuaresma nos conduce por etapas 
a la celebración del Triduo Sagrado que 
comienza el Jueves Santo y culmina el Do-
mingo de Pascua. Estos días sagrados son 
el corazón, el centro, del calendario litúrgi-
co de la Iglesia.

El momento culminante de nuestra ex-
periencia Cuaresmal tiene lugar durante 
la noche del Sábado Santo en la Vigilia 
Pascual, cuando los Electos de la Iglesia 
son bautizados en la muerte y resurrección 

salvadora de Cristo. En esa misma liturg-
ia aquellos de nosotros ya bautizados y 
preparados por nuestra disciplina Cuares-
mal también proclamamos y renovamos 
solemnemente los compromisos de nuestra 
fe bautismal.

El vínculo entre Cuaresma y Bautismo 
es tan fuerte como antigua. La práctica 

de inscribir a los que se preparan 
para el Bautismo durante el Rito 
de Elección en la Catedral en el 
primer domingo de Cuaresma es 
un elemento del catecumenado 
restaurado que destaca la conex-
ión histórica entre el bautismo y la 
época de Cuaresma.

En la mayoría de los casos la 
práctica de la Iglesia Católica es 
bautizar durante la infancia. La 
práctica del bautismo infantil en-

fatiza que la fe es un don. No hemos hecho 
nada para ganar o hacernos dignos del 
perdón de los pecados o la adopción divi-
na como hijos de Dios. Sin embargo, estos 
efectos del bautismo son puramente don 
de Dios para nosotros. Dios nos ha elegi-
do simplemente porque nos ama. Es pura 
misericordia. Es gracia.

El bautismo es el umbral de una nueva 
vida. Bautizados en la muerte de Cristo, 
resucitamos con él en victoria. Hechos 
hijos de Dios por adopción a través de las 
aguas salvadoras del Bautismo, y el don 

del Espíritu 
Santo, somos 
incorporados 
a la Iglesia, el 
Cuerpo de Cris-
to. El Bautismo 
nos capacita 
para recibir 
los demás sac-
ramentos de la 
Iglesia que nos ayudan a crecer y madurar 
hasta alcanzar la plena madurez en Cristo 
y asumir nuestras responsabilidades para 
la misión y servicio que nos ha confiado la 
Iglesia. Debemos ser luz del mundo y sal 
de la tierra.

A través del Bautismo morimos a la vida 
de pecado, para vivir en y para Cristo. 
Pero la carne, es decir, nuestra naturaleza 
humana herida, no renuncia fácilmente a 
su dominio. Se necesita toda una vida para 
abrazar plenamente nuestra alta vocación 
y ponernos “la mente de Cristo”, es decir, 
pensar, juzgar y actuar como Jesús. 

La disciplina Cuaresmal nos va edu-
cando a través de la oración, penitencia y 
limosna, y el celebrar la Palabra de Dios, a 
crecer diariamente en la fe y santidad. La 
Cuaresma nos da la oportunidad a renovar 
nuestra gratitud por la nueva vida compra-
da para nosotros a tan alto precio para que 
podamos ser mejores administradores de 
los dones recibidos en el Bautismo.
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¡Cada familia necesita un soñador!
San José y su fértil descanso

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Oficina de 
Ministerio Hispano 

San José es 
un gran ejemplo 
de hombre de fe 
y gran marido. 
Piénsalo, Jesús 
eligió a su madre 
y padrastro. 
¡Jesús escogió lo 
mejor!

Mateo 1, 19 dice: “Su esposo, José, pensó 
despedirla, pero como era un hombre bueno, 
quiso actuar discretamente para no difamarla.”

¡José es un gran hombre! (Bueno en esta 
traducción de la biblia.) El ama a María, y si 
dice algo acerca de no ser el padre del fruto de 
su vientre, ella podría ser apedreada a muerte. 
Para evitar esto, decide dejarla sin hacer al-
boroto. La gente pensaría que él es otro hombre 
que abandona sus responsabilidades pater-
nales y el pueblo saldría para ayudar a María. 
La actitud de José es simple. Cúlpenme a mí y 
la déjenla quieta a ella. ¡Eso es amor!

Dios interviene mientras José descansa. En 
el primer sueño, comenzando en Mateo 1, 20, 
José es invitado a cambiar sus planes:

“… el Ángel del Señor se le apareció en 
sueños y le dijo: ‘José, descendiente de David, 
no tengas miedo de llevarte a María, tu esposa, 
a tu casa; si bien está esperando por obra del 
Espíritu Santo, tú eres el que pondrás el nom-
bre al hijo que dará a luz. Y lo llamarás Jesús, 
porque él salvará a su pueblo de sus pecados’.”

El versículo 24 resume el resultado de este 
primer sueño: “Cuando José se despertó, hizo 
lo que el Ángel del Señor le había ordenado y 
tomó consigo a su esposa.”.

Cada vez que Dios quiere conducir a José 
por un camino diferente, el Señor le muestra 
el nuevo camino a través de un sueño cuando 
está descansando.

Después de que los Reyes Magos visitaron a 
la Sagrada Familia, estaba claro que no podían 
quedarse en Belén. Pero, ¿a dónde deberían ir? 
No hay problema. José no se preocupó. Sólo se 
fue a descansar, dormir un rato. Mateo 2 nos 
dice el resto.

“Después de marchar los Magos, el Ángel del 
Señor se le apareció en sueños a José y le dijo: 
‘Levántate, toma al niño y a su madre y huye 
a Egipto. Quédate allí hasta que yo te avise, 
porque Herodes buscará al niño para matarlo’.” 

El versículo 14 dice lo que José hizo cuando 
despertó:

“José se levantó; aquella misma noche tomó 
al niño y a su madre y partió hacia Egipto.”

Pero, ¿cuánto tiempo deben permanecer en 
Egipto? No hay problema. José no se preocupó. 
Él sólo se fue a descansar, dormir un rato, ¿y 
adivina qué? ¡Sí! Dios bendice a aquellos que 
descansan en Su amor y paz. Dios bendice a 
aquellos que confían en Él. Mateo 2 también 
nos bendice con los detalles de este tercer 
sueño:

“Después de la muerte de Herodes, el Án-
gel del Señor se apareció en sueños a José 
en Egipto y le dijo: ‘Levántate, toma contigo 
al niño y a su madre y regresa a la tierra de 
Israel, porque ya han muerto los que querían 
matar al niño’.”

Ahora Israel es un país grande. José no sabía 
a donde ir en Israel. El sueño anterior no le dio 
un mapa a seguir. Pero José no se preocupó. 
Es un buen esposo y padre porque es un hom-
bre que confía fielmente en Dios y sabe que 
tarde o temprano Dios le mostrará el camino.

¡Sorpresa! José se va a descansar, confiando 
en Dios y su providencia. José fue bendecido 
con un cuarto sueño:

“Conforme a un aviso que recibió en sueños, 
se dirigió a la provincia de 
Galilea.”  Usted ya sabe lo 
demás. 

Este año, el 19 de marzo 
caerá un domingo, por lo 
que nuestra celebración 
de San José, Patrono de la 
Arquidiócesis de Oklaho-
ma City, será trasladada 
al lunes 20 de marzo. Les 
invito a tomarse un poco 
de tiempo después de esta 
Misa especial para se-

guir su 
ejemplo. 
Confía en 
el Señor, 
descansa 
un poco. 

Aquí les 
ofrezco 
unas 
palabras del Papa Francisco sobre San José 
durante su visita a Milán, Filipinas.

“El descanso es necesario para la salud de 
nuestras mentes y cuerpos, aunque a menudo 
es muy difícil de lograr debido a las numerosas 
obligaciones que recaen sobre nosotros. Pero 
el descanso es también esencial para nuestra 
salud espiritual, para que podamos escuchar la 
voz de Dios y entender lo que él nos pide. José 
fue elegido por Dios para ser el padre putativo 
de Jesús y el esposo de María. Como cristia-
nos, también vosotros estáis llamados, al igual 
que José, a construir un hogar para Jesús. 
Preparar una casa para Jesús. Le preparáis un 
hogar en vuestros corazones, vuestras familias, 
vuestras parroquias y comunidades.”

“En mi escritorio tengo una imagen de San 
José durmiendo y durmiendo cuida a la Iglesia. 
Sí, puede hacerlo, lo sabemos.”

uando tengo un problema, una dificultad, yo 
lo escribo en un papelito y lo pongo debajo de 
San José, para que sueñe sobre el. Esto signifi-
ca que debe rezar por ese problema.”

Nosotros
La Luz de Dios 

brilla a través de 
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Favor de visitar www.archokc.org/appeal para hacer su regalo en línea
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Life of the Party Gala
Birth Choice of Oklahoma Life of 

the Party Gala, 6:30 p.m., Okla-
homa City Golf and Country Club, 
OKC. A gala fundraiser with din-
ner, auction and dance. Contact 
Carrie, (405) 606-8426. 

Bingo at St. James
Bingo will be held March 23 at 

St. James, 41 and S. McKinley 
Ave. All games $10. Food and 
drink available for purchase, 
served at 5:45 p.m. Bingo at 6:30 
p.m. Included are door prizes, all 
players receive an entry into a Big 
Screen TV drawing in October, 
and recognition for all players 
born in January, February and 
March. 

Oklahoma Catholic Broadcasting 
radiothon

The OCB radiothon will be from 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. March 28-29. Lis-
teners will hear from people whose 
lives have been changed because 
of Catholic radio. Radiothon call-
in number is (800) 891-8589. 
Archbishop Coakley will be in-
terviewed at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, 
March 28.

Catholic Schools Opportunity 
Scholarship Fund

Scholarships are available for 
the 2017-2018 school year for the 
22 Catholic elementary or high 
schools in the archdiocese. Con-
tact the principal at the school of 
choice. www.archokc.org/directo-
ry/schools. Apply soon!

Scholarships for hearing im-
paired students

The Hearing Loss Association 
of America Central Oklahoma 
Chapter (HLAACOC) 2017 schol-
arship program. Two scholarships 
of $1,000 each awarded to stu-
dents enrolled for fall 2017 school 
year. Applicants must have hear-
ing loss and be entering higher 
education in the fall. No age limit, 
but the student must plan to 
attend an Oklahoma higher learn-
ing institute. Applications at the 
Hearing Helpers Room, 5100 N. 
Brookline, Ste. A, OKC, or at www.
OKCHearingLoss.org. Deadline is 
April 3.

‘Come and See’ weekend
For women interested in reli-

gious life there will be a ‘Come 
and See’ weekend April 7-9 at St. 
Joseph Monastery, 2200 S. Lew-
is Ave., Tulsa, for single Catholic 
women ages 18-35. Contact Sr. 
Marie Therese, (918) 289-9251, 
stjomonastery@gmail.com. 

Trivia night
Trivia Night is April 8 in St. 

Eugene school gym. Social time 6 
p.m.-7 p.m. with trivia questions 
at 7 p.m. Tickets $20 pp with eight 
people per table. Cost includes 
catered dinner. Event provides be-
reavement scholarships to children 
so they can continue a Catholic 
education. Contact Branden Seid, 
(405) 888-1351, cssedadsclub@
gmail.com.

Egg-stravaganza
The St. Gregory’s University Pro-

Life Team will host a Divine Mercy 
Easter Egg Hunt Carnival after 
the 10 a.m. Mass on Divine Mercy 
Sunday, April 23, at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey. There will be food booths 
and game booths. Bring basket. 

Catholic Day with the OKC 
Dodgers

“Catholic Day with the Oklahoma 
City Dodgers” will be at 2:05 p.m. 
Sunday, April 23, at the Chick-
asaw Bricktown Ballpark, 2 S. 
Mickey Mantle Dr. Tickets $13 and 
include field seats with Catholic 
families, limited edition OKC Dodg-
ers baseball hat, PlayBall! game 
program, inflatables, face painting 
and balloon animals. Go online 
to https://oss.ticketmaster.com/
aps/okcdodgers/EN/promotion/
home and use the promotional 
code CD2017. Deadline March 23.

School of Lectio Divina sessions
The next sessions of the School 

of Lectio Divina are March 8-11 
and June 6-9 at St. Joseph Mon-
astery, 2200 S. Lewis Ave., Tulsa. 
Visit www.stjosephmonastery.org/
ministries. 

Oklahoma Coalition to Abolish 
the Death Penalty annual dinner

The Oklahoma Coalition to Abolish 
the Death Penalty (OK-CADP) 26th 
annual meeting and awards dinner 
will feature longtime peace activist 
Fr. John Dear as keynote speaker on 
May 4 at The Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help, Connor Center, 
3214 N. Lake Ave., OKC. Reception 
5:15 p.m. with buffet dinner at 5:30 
p.m. Program at 6 p.m. Individual 
tickets purchased by April 8 are 
$50, $15 for students. Table spon-
sorships available. Contact Mary 
Sine, (405) 532-5443, okcadp@
gmail.com, or visit www.okcadp.org. 
To order by mail, send a check along 
with guest’s names to: OK-CADP, 
P.O. Box 713, OKC 73101-0713. In-
dicate “annual dinner” in memo line.

Eureka Springs group trip
A group trip Aug. 7-9 to see 

The Great Passion Play in Eu-
reka Springs includes: Passion 
Play, Bible museum, Sacred Arts 
Museum, Holy Land tour; spe-
cial in-depth presentation on the 
Jewish tabernacle; the magnificent 
Christ of the Ozarks statue; Dale 
Chihuly Garden Glass Sculptures 
tour; Crystal Bridge architectural 
tour; Thorncrown Chapel; and St. 
Elizabeth Catholic Church with 
opportunity to attend Mass and 
adoration. Two nights lodging, 
five meals; transportation. Cost 
$469 pp dbl /$575 pp sgl. $100 
pp deposit by April 15; Balance 
due July 1. Contact Melani Roewe, 
(405) 642-8139.

Catholic Foundation Golf Classic
The 16th annual Catholic Foun-

dation Golf Classic is May 22 at 
Oklahoma City Golf and Country 
Club. Proceeds benefit archdi-
ocesan Catholic schools and the 
school/education endowment 
funds. Morning session 8 a.m. 

Afternoon session 1 p.m. Tourna-
ment divided into six flights (three 
in the morning and three in the af-
ternoon). Silent auction 11:30 a.m. 
Wine and cheese reception 4:30 
p.m. Awards dinner follows after-
noon play. Register at www.cfook.
org. Contact, Catholic Foundation 
of Oklahoma, (405) 721-4115 or 
bsemtner@archokc.org. 

Rachel’s Vineyard weekend retreat
Have you had an abortion or 

been effected by another’s abor-
tion? Experience the healing love 

of Jesus Christ at a Rachel’s 
Vineyard weekend retreat May 26-
28. The retreat offers a profound 
opportunity to experience God’s 
love, forgiveness and compassion. 
Participation is confidential. Re-
treat sponsored by the archdioce-
san Office of Family Life. There is 
no cost. Pre-registration required. 
Contact (405) 623-3844 or rachels-
vineyardokc@gmail.com.
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Have you noticed the greet-
ings and wishes for a holy 
Lenten season sprinkled among 
the programs aired by Okla-
homa Catholic Broadcasting? 
They have been recorded by 
various U.S. bishops and EWTN 
program hosts and notables. It 
has given me an enthusiasm for 
Lent that quite honestly, I have 
not had in the past. I like my 
radio station demonstrating the 
significance of the season. That 
greeting reminds me that I am 
about the business of getting to 
know God. His Son has given 
me the Church with its prac-
tices and disciplines to make it 
happen.

Listening to EWTN programs 
and our own local Oklahoma 
Catholic Broadcasting pro-
grams has helped me to get to 
know my Church. For example, 
I learned that the “rapture,” 
captured so popularly in the 
“Left Behind” book series, and 
widely accepted by Protestant 
fundamentalists is not accepted 
Catholic doctrine. It represents 
a view consistent with that of 
a 19th century fundamentalist 
leader, John Nelson Darby. I 
never would have known that if 
I had not been listening to “Call 
to Communion.”

Were you ever told to “Offer it 
up” when you experienced some 
suffering? It was an accepted 
part of Catholic culture for me, 
and I accepted it, vaguely un-
derstanding that if Christ could 
suffer, so could I. Listening to 
“Catholic Answers Live” has af-
forded me a much more robust 
reason for valuing penance and 
suffering.

When we sin and then ex-
press sorrow for sinning, God 
forgives us. However, forgive-
ness does not eliminate the 

consequences of sin or the fact 
that we still deserve punish-
ment. The Church teaches that 
uniting and “offering up” our 
sacrifices and sufferings with 
Christ’s suffering and death on 
the cross, we reduce the ef-
fects of our punishment. I have 
learned that we can help each 
other with this practice, even 
after death, literally lifting each 
other out of purgatory and on to 
perfection with God in heaven.

The more I listen, the more 
meaningful these practices be-
come. I see my relationship with 
Jesus strengthened, and I be-
come more articulate in sharing 
the love of Jesus with others.

During the March 28-29 Ra-
diothon, we would like to put 
that idea into action. Help us 
share the love of Jesus Christ 
with your personal testimony. 
We invite you to not only do-
nate, but to share with Catholic 
radio listeners how OCBN has 
changed your life. Call (800) 
891-8589 with your personal 
story of conversion or transfor-
mation. We are waiting to hear 
from you!

Listen online at www.ok-
catholicbroadcasting.com or at 
the following stations on the FM 
dial:

OKC - 97.3
Tulsa - 94.9
Bristow - 105.7
Antlers - 90.3
Broken Arrow - 102.9
Edmond - 100.9
Elk City - 100.7
Lawton - 88.3
Prague - 88.3
Ringwood - 104.9
Shawnee - 107.1
Woodward - 93.3

Are you listening? By Sally Crowe Nash

Briefs

To see more briefs, go online to 
www.soonercatholic.org.
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Pray the Rosary for Life at 6:30 
p.m. every Sunday, chapel at 
St. Thomas More, Norman, 
100 Stinson St. Contact Con-
nie Lang at (405) 249-1041, 
jlang9@cox.net.

Feast of St. Joseph.

Feast of St. Turibius of 
Mogrovejo.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact Toni 
Calvey at (405) 630-0539, ton-
icalvey1900@gmail.com or visit 
www.SpiritOKC.org.

Feast of the Annunciation of 
the Lord.

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference 2017, 8 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Reed Conference Center, 
5800 Will Rogers Rd., MWC. 

Oklahoma Catholic Quiz Bowl 
at St. Gregory’s University. 
Visit www.fm-sgu.org/okla-
homa-catholic-quiz-bowl or 
contact mail@fm-sgu.org.

Mercy Runs Deep Charity 5K 
run, 9 a.m. March 25 at Wiley 
Post Park, 2021 S. Robinson 
Ave. Visit www.mountstmary.
org.

Birth Choice Life of the Party 

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

*As of 12/31/2013 rated A++, Superior for financial strength by A.M. Best
**Ethisphere Institute, 2014

Gather your documents, 
contact your agent, and see how one of the “World’s Most Ethical”** 

companies can benefit your family.

• Are you looking for a rewarding career?

• Do you have a love for your faith and a
desire to serve your fellow Catholics?

• Do you have an entrepreneurial drive?

If you answered yes to these questions,
you may be just the person we're 
looking for.

To our sales force we offer: extensive
training, a secure territory with 
professional-level income potential, 
incentive bonuses, and continuing 
education opportunities.

Candidates must be eligible for membership.
For more information, please contact:

D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E

Career
Opportunity

Do you have what it takes 
to represent the Knights of Columbus? 

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
Office: 877-707-0752
Cell:405-514-7660
kevin.pierce@kofc.org

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E D I S A B I L I T Y  I N S U R A N C E LO N G - T E R M  CA R E R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

A Comprehensive, Complimentary AnalysisA Comprehensive, Complimentary Analysis
A financial analysis for your family is available from the highest rated
life insurer in North America, the Knights of Columbus.* 

The Knights of Columbus provides members a complimentary 
financial analysis through their local field agent. Our agents – who are
also brother Knights – use “Profiles & Forecaster,” a proven industry
analysis, that helps our members identify their goals and risks.

Benefits of a Review:

✦ Budget for your household, or your business

✦ Assess risks and future goals 

✦ Forecast a future college education or retirement budget 

✦ Fully integrable with both Social Security and corporate benefits
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Gala, 6:30 p.m., Oklahoma 
City Golf and Country Club, 
OKC.

Mission on Witnesses and Mys-
teries 2017, 7 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
March 27-29 at St. John the 
Baptist, 900 S. Littler Ave., 
Edmond. 

Catholic Advocacy Day, 8 a.m. 
– 10 a.m. Oklahoma State 
Capitol, 2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., 
OKC. Contact Becky VanPool 
at (405) 523-3000, Ext. 245, or 
bvanpool@ccaokc.org.

End of life seminar, 6:30 p.m. 
St. Eugene, 2400 W. Hefner 
Rd., OKC. RSVP to church 
office (405) 751-7115.

Beginning Experience Week-
end, help for the heartache of 
separation, divorce and wid-
owhood, March 31 – April 2 at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center. 
Contact the Office of Family 
Life, (405) 721-8944, www.
archokc.org.

April

Catholic Men’s Conference 
2017, 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Em-
bassy Suites by Hilton Norman 
Hotel and Conference Center, 
2501 Conference Dr., Norman. 
Register at www.catholicmen.
net or call (405) 501-1165.

Encounter with God’s Call, 

25

25

25

27

30

April 1-3 at Conception Semi-
nary College. Contact (405) 721-
9351, jmulligan@archokc.org.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, at 
St. Ann Nursing Home, OKC, 
on the first and third Satur-
days of each month. Mass at 
9:30 a.m.; meetings following. 
Contact Karen Banks (405) 
396-9086 or Toni Harrelson at 
(405) 341-2199.

For any Catholic layperson 
drawn to religious life, there 
may be a vocation to a “third 
order.” Attend the monthly 
meeting of the Third Order 
(Lay) Dominicans at the Stan-
ley Rother House (behind St. 
James) in OKC on the first 
Sunday of each month, 2 p.m. 
- 4 p.m. Call John or Mary 
McClernon at (405) 330-6334 
or (405) 414-9407.

Feast of St. Isidore.
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Calling all  
Golfers 

Register today! 
benefiting 

Catholic Schools 
 & Catholic Education 

Monday, May 22, Shotgun Start 
8:00 am and 1:00 pm 

Oklahoma City Golf & Country Club - OKC 

Winning teams select school(s) to receive additional grant money!  

Call the Foundation 405-721-4115 or online www.cfook.org 
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March feast days end with The Annunciation
By Ted King 

The Sooner Catholic

Saint Joseph
The feast day of Saint Joseph, 

much revered as the Blessed 
Virgin Mary’s spouse and foster 
father of Jesus, which is ordinarily 
March 19, is celebrated March 20 
this year because March 19 falls 
on a Sunday. 

Joseph was of the house of 
David and was “a just man” (Mat-
thew 1:19), and Jesus “was obe-
dient” to him (Luke 2:51). Joseph 
was the head of the Holy Family 
household. Just as Saint Patrick 
is especially important to the Irish, 
Saint Joseph is especially import-
ant to the Italians. When there was 
a drought-caused famine in Sici-
ly in the Middle Ages, the people 
prayed to Saint Joseph for rain, 
which then came. A feast was held 
to honor him. Italian communities 
around the world consider Saint 
Joseph to be their patron. He is 
the patron of workers and patron 
of the Universal Church. 

Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo 
March 23 is the feast day of 

Saint Turibius, Toribio Alfonso de 

Mogrovejo, who was born in Spain 
in 1538. He was educated for the 
law and became a professor of law 
at the University of Salamanca. 
He attracted the attention of King 
Phillip I, who made him chief judge 
of the ecclesiastical court of the 
Inquisition at Granada. 

Later, Turibius was ordained and 
sent to the Spanish colony of Peru 
where he became the Archbish-
op of Lima and worked tirelessly, 
mostly on foot, visiting his huge 
archdiocese that extended 400 
miles along the coast. He estab-
lished needed discipline among the 
clergy, many of whom had been 
mistreating the natives.

Among the many he baptized 
were Saint Rose of Lima and Saint 
Martin de Porres. He built chapels, 
schools, hospitals and the first 
seminary in the western world. 
Saint Turibius was a defender of 
the dignity of the native peoples. 
He died on March 23, 1606, and 
was canonized in 1726. He is the 
patron of Peru. 

The Annunciation of the Lord
March 25, nine months before 

Christmas, is the feast of The 
Annunciation, the event when 

Gabriel appeared to Mary and in-
formed her she would give birth to 
our Lord: “...the angel Gabriel was 
sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, to a virgin be-
trothed to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David; and 
the virgin’s name was Mary.”

And, he came to her and said, 
“Hail full of grace, the Lord is with 

you!” But, she was greatly troubled 
at the saying, and considered in 
her mind what sort of greeting this 
might be. And, the angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. 
And, behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus. He 
will be great, and will be called the 

Son of the Most High; and the 
Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David, and 
he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever; and of his king-
dom there will be no end.”

And, Mary said to the angel, 
“How can this be, since I have 
no husband?” And, the angel 
said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshad-
ow you; therefore, the child to 
be born will be called holy, the 
Son of God.” And, Mary said, 
“Behold, I am the handmaid of 
the Lord; let it be to me ac-
cording to your word.” And, the 
angel departed from her” (Luke 
1:26-35,38).

Ted King is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

Ash Wednesday Mass 

Photos Cara Koenig and provided.

Rite of the Elect

Photos provided.

On Sunday, March 5, 
290 catechumens and 
their families joined 
Archbishop Coakley for 
the Rite of Election at The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Oklaho-
ma City as they prepared 
for baptism. The 368 can-
didates who are already 
baptized prepared to make 
a Profession of Faith and 
join the Catholic Church. 
The catechumens and 
candidates represented 49 
parishes in the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City.

Fr. Wickersham 
and Principal Jacque 
Cook distribute ashes 
Wednesday, March 1, 
at St. Mary in Guthrie.

St. John, Edmond
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