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Pro-Life Oklahoma
Shows Its Face With

Large Turnout at 
Rose Day Event

OKLAHOMA CITY — Laura Rudkins traveled from
Hobart with her daughter,Amy, and several of her 33 grand-
children to hear Father Frank Pavone address the Rose
Day audience that crammed inside the House and Senate
chambers at the Oklahoma state Capitol. She was not dis-
appointed in what she heard and witnessed.

“Father Pavone was so wonderful,” Rudkins said. “He
makes people understand.”A parishioner at Saint Peter and
Paul Parish in Hobart, she and her daughter said the trip to
Oklahoma City was worth every bit of the effort. “Father’s
message was very powerful,” said Amy Rudkins. This was
their first time to attend Rose Day and both agreed the
event is making a difference in promoting pro-life legislation
in the state. Longtime observers of the event said it was the
first time they could remember the audience filling the
House chamber and spilling over into the Senate chamber.
Prior to Father Pavone’s address, dozens of lawmakers from
both parties gathered in the House chamber waiting their
turn to be introduced to the overflow audience. Pro-life
supporters were busy making note of those politicians, who
by their presence, appeared to indicate they would indeed
vote pro-life on future issues, especially those abortion-
related.

Father Pavone, the national director of Priests for Life,
spent two days in Oklahoma, visiting with Catholic high
school students in Tulsa and Oklahoma City and addressing
an audience of about 70 that gathered at the Catholic
Pastoral Center the evening before the Feb. 6 Rose Day.

Father Pavone told his listeners the abortion industry in
the United States does not lose sleep over proposed laws
that would limit or restrict abortion. Instead, the greatest
fear for groups such as Planned Parenthood is the day
will come when there are no doctors willing to perform
abortions.

“In the past 10 to 12 years, half the stand-alone
abortion clinics in the United States have closed,” Father
Pavone told the Rose Day audience. He said fewer and fewer
doctors are willing to take part in abortion. The reason,
Father Pavone said, is “people have grown tired of killing.
This is why you never hear of a pro-life person converting
to pro-choice. It doesn’t happen,” Father Pavone said.
Frequently, however, he said, those once strongly in favor of
abortion become pro-life advocates.

continued on page 10

By Ray Dyer
The Sooner Catholic

Bria Basinger lends a hand at Rose Day.



Cathedral of Our Lady
February 10, 2008

My dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ:

In the Name of Jesus Christ who is
our Lord and Savior, I welcome all of
you to the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help. It is a great joy to see
so many of you gathered here for this
Rite of Election.

Whether you are a catechumen or a
candidate, whether you are a sponsor, a
godparent or an instructor, whether
you are a priest, deacon or layperson,
you have come here today because you
believe in Jesus and all that He has
revealed and taught us. This is precise-
ly what the Catholic Church is all
about. It is about Jesus who is our Lord
and Savior. Truly the Catholic Church
is a community of believers in Jesus.
We believe that He established this
Church and through the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit, He continues to watch
over it and to protect it. The Church is
the Body of Christ and we are His
members!

In my years as priest and bishop, I
have on numerous occasions visited
various prisons. On one such recent
visit, I was being led to the inmates
when I overhead a policewoman say, “I
want to meet the archbishop.” Hearing
that, I turned toward her, extended my
hand and said:

“I am Archbishop Beltran.” I don’t
know why she really wanted to meet
me since her surprising response was:
“I’m not a Catholic and I don’t go to
church.” My reply was: “Well, you
should go to church and find out what
our Catholic faith is all about. You will
be pleasantly surprised at what you
discover!”

To you who are here today, I do not
have to urge you to look into the
Church. You have already done that.
But, as your archbishop, I do need to
remind you and to challenge you.
When you become a Catholic, you must
accept this gift of faith humbly, sincere-
ly and gratefully. You must also commit
yourself to live and practice our
Catholic faith fully and completely
because you will be a member of the
Mystical Body of Christ.

The beautiful Gospel that was just
proclaimed gives us a visible image to
help us appreciate the Church as the
Mystical Body of Christ. Jesus said:

“I am the Vine, you are the
branches. Anyone who remains in Me
and I in him will bear much fruit be-
cause without Me you can do nothing.”

This short Scripture passage goes
to the very heart of who we are as
human beings and how we relate to
Almighty God. When we speak of God,
we refer to the One who has no begin-
ning and no end. God is eternal. While

we cannot truly fathom this concept,
we can accept it because God has
revealed this to us. Moreover, this
teaching is not contradictory as there
must be a primary mover or cause of all
else that exists. Jesus explains this to
us in many ways when He uses
absolutes and says: “I am the Way. I am
the Truth. I am the Life.” He simplified
it when He says: “I am the Vine,” then
shows us how we relate to Him — “You
are the branches.”

The human being is made in the
Image and Likeness of God but we are
not God. We are His creatures. We
depend totally upon God as Jesus says:
“Without Me, you can do nothing.”

When human beings first sinned,
we rejected the plan that God had
established for us. We were like
branches cut off the vine. There was no
hope for us for, without God, we can do
nothing. But Almighty God, who is good
and gracious, looked upon us with love.
He said, “I will send My Son and He
will save you.” This promise of salva-
tion was the Good News that suffering
humanity could depend upon in its
daily struggles against evil.

This was the hope that faithful,
loving people nourished for generations
and even centuries. Then, at the
appointed time, the angels proclaimed
the Good News anew: “Behold, this day
a Savior has been born to you. He is
Christ the Lord.”

Jesus is the Christ. He is the Lord.
He is the One and only Savior of the
world. It is He who offers us new life
through the holy Catholic Church
which He established. Thus to become
a member of the Catholic Church is
radically different than joining any
other group, society or institution. This
is the uniqueness of the holy Catholic

Church. While the Church is a
community, an organization, a visible
society, at the same time, it is, in the
revealed plan of God, the Mystical
Body of Christ. The Church is Divinely
established, sustained and directed.
Jesus is the Foundation and the Head
of this Church. Therefore when, by the
inspiration of God, we respond to His
invitation and join the Church, we be-
come not just members of a community
but also members of the Mystical Body
of Christ. This new and intimate rela-
tionship with Jesus is a communion, a
coming together so that we truly share
in His life and His love. It is through
this unity with Christ that we receive
the fulfillment of our human longing
and nature.

Dear catechumens and candidates,
I congratulate you for responding to the
invitation of Jesus. I pray that you will
be devout and active members of the
Catholic Church. If so, I know that you
will have life everlasting.

May God who has begun this good
work in you, bring it to fulfillment.

Sooner Catholic
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The Good News                                              
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0’ Lord, our God, create in us a heart opened
to Your love. Expand our hearts to accept the
unlimited love You give us. May we not reject
this gift so freely given! 

Gracious God, overwhelmed by Your love, may
we be moved to change our priorities, placing
You and our trust in You at the center of our
lives.

Loving God, may the goodness and love You
so generously lavish on us, grow to a deep
gratitude in our hearts, so strong in its thanks-
giving, that sharing freely of our unique gifts
becomes the norm and pattern of our lives.

0’ my God, help us realize that these gifts
rendered to Your family bring meaningful
fulfillment, making our lives worthwhile and
bearing generous fruits in others.

Dear God, may our gifts motivate those
around us to also accept Your love into their
hearts — creating a community of faith, caring
for Your family and committing us to share our
spiritual and material gifts as an outward sign
of Your love! Amen 

Prayer for the Success of the ADF

Mail to: ADF P.O. Box 32180
Oklahoma City, OK 73123

Christ Calls All, Left and Right, to Open Hearts to the Least Among Us
Justice and Jesus

Jesus and justice — rarely do we
bring them together as the gospels do.

Somehow we find it hard to bring
together the Jesus who is so uncompro-
mising in the area of private prayer
and integrity, who says we delude our-
selves if we think we are following him
but are not praying or keeping the
commandments, with the Jesus who
tells us unequivocally that at the last
judgment there will only be one test as
to whether we will go to heaven or not,
namely, how we responded to the poor
during our lifetime. The Jesus who
invites us into personal piety and
church doctrine is the same Jesus who
tells us that nobody will get to heaven
without a letter of reference from the
poor.

But we have always had some
special mentors who helped show us
how this might be done. Dorothy Day
comes to mind, as do a number of
others: Martin Luther King, Desmond
Tutu, Mother Theresa, Jean Vanier,
William Stringfellow. Dorothy Day
perhaps best exemplifies this; she was
equally comfortable leading the rosary
or leading the peace march.

One of the persons who has been a
special mentor to me, since I never had
the privilege of meeting Dorothy Day, is
Jim Wallis, the founder of Sojourners —
a magazine, a peace movement and a
spirituality. Wallis, a lay man, is an
evangelical with deep Catholic and ecu-

menical sympathies
who, as a young man
in the 1960s, got
kicked out of his own
white evangelical
church for standing
up for justice during
the race riots in
Detroit. In the 40
years since, he has
lost neither his
idealism nor his commitment to Jesus.
Moreover, like Dorothy Day, he resists
the temptation to bracket half of
the gospel and opt for either private
morality or social justice. For him, it is
always both and that is why you find
him leading both peace rallies and
prayer rallies. Just in the past year,
among other things, I have heard him
speak at a Roman Catholic Religious
Education convention and seen him
lead a nationally-televised debate
between the leading presidential candi-
dates running for the 2008 election.

Four years ago, he wrote a remark-
able book titled “God’s Politics — Why
the Right Gets it Wrong and the Left
Doesn’t Get It.” Sensing that a number
of things have shifted since, he has just
published a new book, “The Great
Awakening, Reviving Faith and Politics
in a Post-Religious Right America.” His
new book is very hope-filled. In his
view, what has changed, and changed
for the better, are two things: The Left

has awoken more to Jesus, even as the
Right, particularly the Evangelical
Right, has awoken more to justice. As a
result, we are beginning to find more
common ground because both sides are
moving to higher ground.

That is a very hopeful development
which, after the deep political and
ecclesial divisions of the past years,
is opening up some wonderful new
possibilities. What possibilities? Let me
have Wallis speak for himself:

Given these new developments,
how both the Left and Right have
awoken more deeply to a new reality ...
it is possible to call for personal respon-
sibility and social responsibility at the
same time. It is possible to preserve the
environment and turn back the threats
against our fragile planet while also
promoting the kind of economic growth
that can lift people out of poverty. It is
possible to love one’s country while
admitting its mistakes, holding it to
higher standards, and insisting that
God’s blessings are not only bestowed
on one nation. It is possible to take the
reality of evil and the existence of
enemies very seriously, but also to see
the ‘logs in our own eye’ and prefer the
skills of conflict resolution and the
requirements of justice to the habit
of war. All these things are indeed
possible, and could unite the best in-
stincts of principled conservatism and
progressive liberalism while balancing

values of both freedom and community.
Given all of this, he suggests that it

is possible too to be pro-life, to believe
that abortion is always a moral tragedy,
without isolating those who are mak-
ing desperate choices, just as it is possi-
ble to be strongly pro-family, defend the
sanctity of marriage, without denigrat-
ing those whose lives are different. And
perhaps most important of all, it is pos-
sible then to let a                passionate
commitment to faith and justice not
lead to sectarian warfare but to
respectful dialogue and action for both
Jesus and justice beyond just our own
church, our own political party and our
own ideology.

To that end, Wallis suggests seven
principles of engagement for Christian
political involvement in the world: 1.
God hates injustice. 2. The kingdom of
God is a new order. 3. The church is an
alternative community. 4. The kingdom
of God transforms the world by
addressing the specifics of injustice. 5.
The church is the conscience of the
state, holding it accountable for uphold-
ing justice and restraining its violence.
6. Take a global perspective. 7. Seek the
common good.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser,
theologian, teacher and award-
winning author, is president of the
Oblate School of Theology in San
Antonio. He can be contacted through
his Web site, www.ronrolheiser.com.

By Father
Ron Rolheiser
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When Ideology Corrupts Science and Medicine
Some physicians and research-

ers fail to see the important role of
ethics and religion in the world of
medical science. Others are clearly
ready to sideline religion altogether
when it comes to discussing the
moral values that should guide the
conduct of science and scientists.

Recently I came across some
published remarks by Professor
Richard Sloan of Columbia
University dealing with the relation-
ship between medicine and religion.
He notes that even though abortion
is a “perfectly legal procedure,” some
physicians withhold information
about the practice from their
patients, claiming their decision is
justified by their religious beliefs.
He goes on to express his dis-
pleasure that some states have
enacted conscience clauses, “to
permit such religiously motivated
malpractice.” He even states that in
some parts of the country, patients
may have “no alternative to physi-
cians who think that their primary
obligation is to honor their religious
convictions rather than act in the
best interests of their patients.”

His remarks expose a real
tension between those who believe
modern health care should be guided
by the values of an ethically-
informed conscience, and those who
believe that it should be driven by
various ideologies. One ideology
widely encountered in the field of
medicine today promotes the direct
taking of human life through
abortion, euthanasia and embryo
research, and neglects longstanding
codes of medical ethics that insist
that the first duty of the physician
and the researcher is to “do no
harm.”

When a physician directly takes
the life of another human being, he
is, in fact, committing medical mal-
practice, and acting directly against
his central healing mission as a
doctor. Abortion, by its very nature,
can never be compatible with
promoting human dignity. It never
respects the human person. It is
invariably at odds with the best
interests of patients. As a component
of a broader anti-life ideology, it
represents a corrosive force in
hospital clinics, research laborato-
ries and other institutions of higher
learning. When ideology begins to
shun sound ethical thinking rooted
in religion, we need to be very
concerned.

I remember a story my father
once told about the corrosive power
of ideology, something he had wit-

nessed firsthand living under
communism, and working as a
physics professor at the University
of Warsaw. To enter the university
and study physics, all applicants
were required to pass three oral
exams, one in physics, one in mathe-
matics and the third in something
called “Politics and Marxism.” All
the exams were held in a single room
with different tables for each
subject.

One day as my father and
another faculty member were inter-
viewing candidates, a young man
approached their table. It became
immediately clear that he was very

intelligent and gifted, and would
make an excellent student. They
discovered that he had been unable
to gain admission to the university
for the past two years, because —
even though he did brilliantly on the
physics and mathematics exams —
he couldn’t seem to pass the Politics
and Marxism exam.

My father and his colleague had
seen this before. The communist
party members who conducted these
interviews would target applicants
who might be religious in their out-
look, asking them pointed and dis-
criminatory questions they could not
answer in good conscience, and then
fail them on the exam. Fortunately
for the young man, there was a
policy that any faculty member was
free to move among tables and ask
questions during any other depart-
ment’s entrance examination. So
when the hopeful student
approached the Politics and
Marxism table, my father and his
friend went over and sat down, one
on each side of the communist party
member running the interview.

The first question was: “Please
explain how the Church is back-
wards and oppresses people.” The
fellow remained silent, since he was
a Catholic himself. My father and his
colleague stepped in after a moment,
and said, “Well, it’s clear that he
didn’t grasp the question. Allow me
to repeat the question for him: ‘What

does Marxism teach about how the
Catholic Church is backwards and
oppresses people?’”

The fellow was then able to jump
in and provide a correct answer, by
affirming that the ideology of
Marxism did teach thus-and-so. The
questions and their refinement
by my father and his colleague

continued, and the communist party
official became visibly agitated. The
fellow ended up passing the Politics
and Marxism exam, along with the
physics and mathematics exams,
and was admitted to the university.
Although the story had a happy end-
ing, the brilliant young man had lost
two years of a successful career
because of the closed-minded, anti-
religious ideologies prevalent in
the academic environment of the
university under communism.

In academic settings today,
we still encounter powerful anti-
religious ideologies, as Professor
Sloan’s comments remind us, and
they can result in even more damag-
ing consequences than merely delay-
ing admission to the university.
As anti-life ideologies, for example,
become tolerated and even promoted
as part of medicine, not only do
many humans end up being
destroyed along the way by abortion,

euthanasia, in vitro fertilization or
embryo research, but those clini-
cians and researchers who decline to
participate in these practices “feel
the heat” and worry their careers
may be at risk.

To force health care and research
to embrace such anti-life ideologies
is to warp and eventually corrupt
modern medicine altogether.
Instances of such corruption have
happened only too often in the past
as professors, researchers and physi-
cians have chosen to minimize the
demands of an ethical conscience
and to adopt seriously misguided
ideologies. Codes of medical ethics
like the Hippocratic Oath, the
Nuremberg Code and the
Declaration of Helsinki came into
existence after various misguided
ideologies gained a foothold, and the
medical establishment suffered a
core meltdown, allowing doctors and
researchers to participate in crimes
against humanity. History sadly
reminds us how quickly our human
conscience, when deprived of its
divine and religious dimensions,
becomes untethered in a tumultuous
sea of ideological temptations, and
can end up on the glide path toward
crime and atrocity.

Those who strive to protect the
ethical integrity of medicine through
conscience protection laws, and
those medical professionals who
ardently pursue an upright personal
conscience by resisting, among other
things, maiming or killing actions
directed against early human life,
provide an essential witness, and a

critical counterbalance, to powerful
and destructive ideologies that are
operative in academia and health
care today.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.,
earned his doctorate in neuroscience
from Yale. He is a priest of the
diocese of Fall River, Mass., and
serves as the Director of Education
at The National Catholic Bioethics
Center in Philadelphia. See
www.ncbcenter.org.

Making
Sense

Out of Bioethics
Father Tad
Pacholczyk, Ph.D.

One ideology widely encountered in the field of 
medicine today promotes the direct taking of human
life through abortion, euthanasia and embryo research,
and neglects longstanding codes of medical ethics that
insist that the first duty of the physician and the
researcher is to “do no harm.”

Codes of medical ethics like the Hippocratic Oath, the
Nuremberg Code and the Declaration of Helsinki came
into existence after various misguided ideologies gained
a foothold, and the medical establishment suffered a
core meltdown, allowing doctors and researchers to 
participate in crimes against humanity.
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Eucharistic Prayer: The Transformation of Bread and Wine 
This is one in a series of articles

intended to help explain the Mass.

Now that the bread and wine —
the fruit of our lives — are at a digni-
fied place on the altar, the assembly
stands and begins a dialogue with the
priest that’s difficult to translate:

“The Lord be with you.”
“And also with you” (literally, “and

with your spirit”).
So far, so good. “Sursum corda,”

the Latin says next. This has no verb
and means literally, “upward hearts.”
Is the priest telling the people to “lift
up your hearts,” as our missal has it,
or is he saying hearts are already
there? Or both? The Latin is ambigu-
ous, and has always been way back to
at least A.D. 200.

I mention the ambiguity for two
reasons.

First, you may have heard that a
new translation of the Mass is in the
works, which might be finished by
the end of 2009. It will be closer to
the original Latin than the current
missal.

You may wonder, “What’s taking
so long? How hard is it for experts to
do a translation?” Well, harder than
it seems. Our present text has been
criticized because the translation was
done too hastily in the 1960s and the
changes happened too rapidly. The
U.S. bishops don’t want to repeat that
haste.

Secondly, a theological point:
Liturgy is multivalent, meaning it can
be understood in many ways. Prayer
is ultimately the language of lovers —
us and God — and how does one pin
down love? 

I ask my students, “What’s the
meaning of a kiss?” It depends on who
does it, to whom, when, how, etc. The
symbolic language of liturgy also
cannot be confined. Though theology
tries to articulate it (remember “lex
orandi, lex credendi” — “the law of
believing, is the law of praying”), we
can never fully understand it.

The language of prayer is more
poetic than scientific; it moves the

heart even more than the mind, which
bows in awe before the miracle of the
Eucharist.

Theologians use the word “tran-
substantiation” for this miracle. This
means a change of substance: bread
and wine become Jesus’ true body and
blood.

This word relies on ancient Greek
philosophical categories, “substance”
and “accidents.” Substance means the
“what” a thing is — a chair, a song, a
loaf of bread — and accidents means
how the “what” appears: hard or soft,
heavy, light, chewy, etc.

After eucharistic transubstantia-
tion the accidents remain: bread and
wine appear the same as before. But
they are not bread and wine anymore:
their substance is now the body and
blood of Jesus Christ himself. As he
told his followers, “My flesh is true
food and my blood is true drink.”

Though our minds can’t fully
grasp the change, we can trace the
outline of the prayer. The General
Instruction of the Roman Missal lists
seven basic parts of all eucharistic
prayers.

— Thanksgiving, including the

dialogue and the preface in which the
church thanks God the Father for the
salvation wrought in Christ.

— Acclamation, when the church
joins the angelic and heavenly hosts
in crying out, “Holy! Holy! Holy!’

— Epiclesis, a Greek word mean-
ing “calling down.” The priest asks the
Father to send the Holy Spirit upon
the gifts to change them; and later he
calls the Spirit down on the assembly,
to change us so we also become the

body of Christ.
“You are what you eat” is St.

Augustine’s phrase that originally
means “eat healthy and you’ll be
healthy;” it connects the church and
the Eucharist, both as the body of
Christ.

— Words of institution. The priest
repeats Jesus’ own words at the Last
Supper. Note that the priest is not
“play-acting.” He does not pretend to
be Jesus and treat the assembly as
apostles, telling them, “Take this, all
of you ...” Instead, these words are
still part of a prayer addressed to the
Father.

— Anamnesis, another Greek
word, means “making memory.”

— Intercessions occur in various
places and usually mention the pope
and local bishop by name, as well as
saints, our beloved dead and “any
others for whom we now pray.”

— Doxology is the closing part
when we give the Father all glory and
honor through the Son in the Spirit.
The assembly responds with the
Great Amen: Let it be so! Let our lives
be all for the glory of God. Such is a
fitting way to end all prayers, and the
great eucharistic prayer is the most
excellent prayer of all.

Father Tom Margevicius is
instructor of liturgical theology at St.
Paul Seminary School of Divinity in
St. Paul.

By Father Tom Margevicius

Photo: AgnusImages.com

The application deadline for a
college scholarship from the Catholic
Foundation is Friday, April 4, 2008.
The Catholic Foundation offers
numerous scholarships for private
and public colleges and universities,
as well as specific medical, nursing
and musical scholarships.

While application packets are
available at parish offices, the
Catholic Foundation has added the
ability to print an application packet
directly from its Web site. Interested

individuals can log on to www.-
cfook.org and on the Scholarship
Recipients page, click on the For a
2008-2009 Scholarship Application
Packet link. The eight-page applica-
tion packet can then be printed
directly from your home or office
computer.

For   additional   information,
contact the Catholic Foundation office
at (405) 721-4115 or administrative
assistant Toby Boothe at tboothe-
@catharchdioceseokc.org via e-mail.

CFO Scholarship Deadline Approaching 

The Catholic Foundation

Crafting a Legacy 
Where do your philanthropic interests lie — what do

you believe will make a difference in the life of our
church and the future of our Catholic faith? 

If you have a specific program in mind — why not
endow all or part of its expenses to ensure its existence
for many years to come. 

At the Catholic Foundation, we are interested in assist-
ing you with integrating your personal needs and
philanthropic goals with tax and financial planning
objectives. 

Through a better understanding of your personal
requirements, the Catholic Foundation can match
donor and charity in a comprehensive solution. 

Let the Catholic Foundation assist you in Crafting
your Legacy for the future. 

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in Your Estate Plans

For more information on Planned Giving contact:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.

P.O. Box 32180
Oklahoma City, OK 73123

(405)721-4115 www.cfook.org
tcasso@catharchdioceseokc.org

CORNERSTONE
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Lou Ackerman Grand Marshal for St. Pat’s Events
OKLAHOMA CITY — Lucille

“Lou” Flanagan Ackerman is being
honored as the 2008 St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Grand Marshal. She will be
recognized at both the St. Patrick’s
Day Grand Marshal Ball on March 8
and at the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in
downtown Oklahoma City on March
15.

“It is an honor and privilege to be
chosen as this year’s grand marshal,”
said Ackerman. “I think it is one of the
nicest things that has ever happened
to me. I am very proud of my Irish
heritage. On my first visit to Ireland
several years ago, I fell in love with
the country, my ancestry and the
people.”

Born in Oklahoma City, the
middle child of seven, Ackerman
attended elementary school at Rosary
Catholic School. She graduated from
Classen High School and attended
Rosary College in Chicago for two
years.

Her dream of becoming a profes-
sional artist began when she was a
child studying under Oklahoma City’s
Nan Sheets. However, her plan to

enroll in the Chicago Art Institute to
pursue an art career was interrupted
when she married Ray Ackerman in
1948. For the next 20 years, Ray and
Lou devoted their time to raising six
children.

When her last child started grade
school in 1966, Lou began to pursue
her love for painting, studying under
Joan LaRue, Marilyn Bendell, Daniel
Gerhartz, David Lessel and William
Reese. Her oil and watercolor paint-
ings grace St. Anthony Hospital,
Oklahoma City University, and many
homes in Oklahoma City. She rarely
turns down a request to donate one of
her paintings to a charity auction.

One of her latest paintings of the
Blessed Mother titled “Maid of Lesser
Years” will be auctioned at the St.
Patrick’s Day Grand Marshal Ball on
March 8 at Oklahoma City Golf and
Country Club.

From  1975  to  1995, Lou
contributed her time and talent
weekly to teach painting to senior
women at the Salvation Army facility
at Western Oaks Christian Church.

In 2004, the Oklahoma Health

C e n t e r
F o u n d a t i o n
selected Lou and
Ray as
Oklahoma Living
Treasures for
Tomorrow. Their
life is featured in
Ray’s biography
“Old Man River”
by Bob Burke
with Joan
Gilmore.

Lou and Ray
reside in Oklahoma City. They are
both active members of St. Eugene
Catholic Church.

The evening of the ball, five of the
Ackerman’s children and spouses will
be in attendance to support Lou and
Catholic Charities. Tickets are still
available for the fundraising event to
be held Saturday evening, March 8 at
the Oklahoma City Golf and Country
Club. Table sponsorships are also
available. Deadline for purchasing
tickets is Feb. 29. The annual fund-
raiser will benefit Catholic Charities
Homeless Services in Oklahoma City.

OKLAHOMA CITY — Tickets are
now on sale for the 2008 St. Patrick’s
Day Grand Marshal Ball which will
be held Saturday evening, March 8, at
the Oklahoma City Golf and Country
Club, said Toby Boothe, co-chair of
the event. Proceeds from the ball will
benefit Catholic Charities Homeless
Services.

No tickets will be sold at the door.
To purchase tickets or corporate
sponsorships, contact Jane Moon at
(405) 526-2319 before Feb. 25.

Artist Lucille “Lou” Flanagan
Ackerman, 2008 St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Grand Marshal, will be recog-
nized at the event. The charity ball
will feature dinner, a live and silent
auction and an evening of dancing to
music by Classic Swing Big Band.
The evening will begin at 6:30 p.m.

Individual tickets for the ball are
$125 per person. Individual tables
and corporate tables are also avail-
able. Corporate sponsorships include
a table for 10 and promotion on the
Web site, program, posters and media
publicity. Corporate sponsorships are
Emerald Isle, $10,000; Gold Sponsor,
$5,000; Crystal Sponsor, $2,500; and
Linen Sponsor, $1,250.

The lead corporate sponsorship is
Emerald Isle Sponsor — Teleflora and
Meinders Foundation.

Crystal Sponsors include Ray and

Lou Ackerman; American Fidelity
Foundation; AT&T Oklahoma; Louise
and Clayton Bennett; Chesapeake
Energy Corporation; Durham Supply
Inc.; First American Bank; Fremont
Exploration, Inc.; Kelley & Kelley,
P.C.; Love’s Travel Stops and Country
Stores Inc.

And LSB Industries Inc.; Mercy
Health Center; Meyer Architecture
Plus, LLC; Michael and Patricia
Milligan; MidFirst Bank; Oklahoma
City University; The Oklahoman;
Mark and Manda Ruffin; SSM Health
Care of Oklahoma (St. Anthony and
Bone & Joint Hospitals); United Way
of Central Oklahoma; and Union
Bank/RoseRock Bank.

Linen sponsors include Cox
Oklahoma; Chris and Marie Engel;
First National Bank of Oklahoma;
Bill and Kris Frankfurt; Jones Public
Relations Inc.; Lippert Bros. Inc.;
Oklahoma Natural Gas Company;
Presbyterian Health Foundation; and
Kevin and Patty Trosper.

The ball is held each year to raise
money for Catholic Charities and to
recognize the St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Grand Marshal. The parade will be
held Saturday, March 15 in downtown
Oklahoma City.

For more information on the St.
Patrick’s Day Grand Marshal Ball, go
to www.catholiccharitiesok.org

St. Patrick’s Day Ball To
Benefit Catholic Charities

Lucille “Lou”
Flanagan Ackerman

Students from Bishop John Carroll School present Sister Barbara Joseph Foley, CST,
with a check raised from the 12th annual Bishops Classic Basketball Tournament.
The $750 check will help support Sister BJ’s Pantry, which provides support to the
homeless people of Oklahoma City. Bishop John Carroll students pictured with Sister
BJ, are, left to right, Brandon Nguyen, Kellie Redd, Matthew Ross, Nick Pallotta,
Olivia Lane and Joe Webber.

Villa Teresa School is looking for former students
(summer or regular session) to celebrate with us 75 years of
service. Call (232-4286) and give us a current address if
you’re not receiving our newsletters. You may also register
as an alumni on our Web site, www.villlateresaschool.com.

Calling All Alumni

OKLAHOMA CITY — St.
Francis Young Adults will host a
Spaghetti Dinner on Feb. 23 at 6
p.m., following the 5 p.m. Mass.
The menu will consist of
spaghetti marinara and meat-
balls (wonderful secret recipe!)
salad, garlic bread and assorted
desserts, such as tiramisu. There
will be live entertainment,
including Vinnie Hogan and
Justin Pruitt, local musicians,
Michael Fresonke of OCU,Wilbur
the Clown and Italian music.

The Young Adults are part of
the pilgrimage to Australia for
World Youth Day this summer,
and this event is a fundraiser to
help pay for travel expenses. The
dinner is only $10 per person
or $25 per family. RSVPs are
needed, and tickets can be
purchased at St Francis of Assisi
or by calling Becky Hardin at
524-0733. Call Becky for more
information.

Dinner to Help
Youth Day Travel  
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Web Site Supports Dorothy Day Center

OKLAHOMA CITY — The
Dorothy Day Center has a new Web
site. The center is an all-volunteer
food-sharing  ministry, part  of  the
parish social ministry program of St.
Charles Borromeo. Since its founding
three years ago, 32,000 persons,
including  13,000  children, have
received emergency food assistance.
This is accomplished with a team of
more than 100 people from all walks
of life and faith giving their time and
talents.

The Web site can be found at
www.thedorothydaycenter.com

As the ministry grows, a Web
site is necessary to provide quick
updates about volunteer times and
opportunities, the mission, ways
to donate and other questions.
Volunteer director Marcus Evans
said, “It’s a communication tool ... I
get questions constantly about
volunteer dates, how do I donate and
what does the center do?” Unlike
people, the Web site can be on duty
24/7 to provide the answers.

It can also reach a worldwide
audience. Some clients learn they are
eligible for food assistance by using
computers in the public library.
Potential donors, who would other-

wise never know of the Oklahoma
City ministry, can read about it in
faraway places. Persons who wish to
volunteer can find information about
dates, times and opportunities listed
for the entire year.

An added benefit is an aid in
spiritual growth. For example, a link
called “The Rosary” tells how to pray
the rosary, its history, and words of
the prayers.

Mike Nikkel, an Oklahoma City
firefighter with computer expertise,
created the site. He  designed the
Web pages. Chris Newsom, who is
also a Dorothy Day Center volunteer,
provided additional computer help
and developed the Web-based data-
base. Nikkel trained Evans to main-
tain the pages and add content.

Because Dorothy Day believed in
justice and charity, the site contains
links to papal encyclicals on social
justice, the tenets of Catholic social
teaching, information on Dorothy
Day, her associate, Peter Maurin, and
the Catholic Worker Movement.
Students, teachers, writers, research-
ers and interested readers will find
full-text documents here.

Dorothy Day advocated that
everyone, regardless of income level,
should do their own best to live
simply and unselfishly. To that end,

a link called Gardening and
Sustainable living provides tips on
being good stewards of the environ-
ment. Learn how to build a raised
bed, low-maintenance organic
garden just like the St. Charles
Community Garden.

If you have a baby, don’t miss
mother of nine, Tresa Evans’ article
on “Adventures in Cloth Diapering.”

Click on “Recipes” and find
simple but tasty ways to stretch a
small grocery budget, including how
to make dishes using food pantry
groceries and commodities.

Perhaps helping out once in
awhile is of interest. The link
“Volunteers” has a list of jobs and
time commitments. Check “All
Scheduled  Upcoming  Volunteer
Opportunities” for a complete 2008
schedule. Under this link are
monthly dates to deliver groceries, or
unload the Regional Food Bank truck
and stock the warehouse shelves.
Helpers are always needed for these
two important, ongoing functions.

Upcoming features will include
a message board, more recipes,
articles and church documents.
Content will change so visit the site
often. To contribute articles or ideas,
contact thedorothydaycenter@msn.
com.

By Monica Knudsen 
For the Sooner Catholic

Ministry Helps Bring Light Back Into Life

Branded with a scarlet letter.
Every time I looked in the mirror, spoke
to friends or went to Mass, it was as
though I were wearing a scarlet letter
on my chest, it read “D” for divorced.

After a 10-year marriage, I found
myself alone and hurting. Everywhere
I turned, I saw marriages that were
thriving, and I felt like a complete
failure. By getting a divorce, I had
failed my marriage commitment. The
scars from the marriage, separation
and divorce were keeping me from
being the person God had intended. I
felt alone and abandoned.

During my separation and divorce,
I felt the eyes of the congregation upon
me when attending Mass. The stigma
of being divorced was overwhelming. At
times, I felt that the parishioners only
saw that scarlet letter “D” when I
arrived at church. I wandered around
in misery for months until someone
suggested Beginning Experience to me.
I had no idea that the Catholic Church
offered such a program.

Beginning Experience, or BE, is
a weekend program for widowed,
separated or divorced people. I
wondered what separated and divorced

people had in common with those who
were widowed. I soon found out we
had much in common. We all had
experienced a loss, either by death or
by divorce. Beginning Experience is a

program run by people who have
suffered that loss and found them-
selves serving in this much-needed
field of ministry.

As the weekend approached, I was
apprehensive as to what I would be
getting myself into. I was not sure that
I was ready to share myself and my
failures with complete strangers. The
weekend started with all my fears
checked perfectly in place. However, as
I arrived at the Pastoral Center on
Friday night, all I saw were warm,
smiling faces. I was told to just trust
the process of the weekend.

The BE program removes you from
all distractions, and teaches you about
the grieving process. It tries to help you
find out where you are in the process
and shows you a way forward. It even

provides an opportunity for closure, if
you are ready. The facilitators are very
careful not to give advice or tell you
how you should be feeling; instead, they
lead you on the path to find your own
answers, while sharing their personal
stories. Listening to others was helpful,
as it made me aware of things I had not
considered.

This program is intense, but is set
in a loving and supportive environ-
ment. There are no promises that the
weekend will bring you through the
entire grief process, but it will bring
you closer to acceptance, closure and
peace. This program is designed by and
for Catholics, but it is open to all faiths.

I trusted in this process, and am
happy to say that it has changed my
life for the best. I no longer feel like I
was wearing that scarlet letter “D.” I
invite you, or anyone you may know
who is separated, divorced or widowed,
to this “weekend away, for a lifetime of
change.”

The next Beginning Experience
weekend will be held at the Catholic
Pastoral Center Feb. 29 through March
2.

For more information, call the
Office of Family Life at (405) 721-
565101, go to beofokc.com or by e-mail,
info@beofokc.com.

By Amelia Sioas
For the Sooner Catholic

I trusted in this process,
and am happy to say
that it has changed my
life for the best.

A  36-inch  handmade  crucifix
was presented to Father Zavala, an
El Salvadorian Catholic priest, by
U.S. Army Capt. Francisco Juame,
an adviser to the Iraqi military at
a multi-national outpost at Camp
Delta, Iraq.

Capt. Jaume is a member of
Knights of Columbus Holy Family
Council No. 11909 in Lawton
where his regular duty station is
at Fort Still Army Base.

Troops from El Salvador,
Poland and the United States are
stationed at the outpost. Father
Zavala celebrates Mass in all three
languages in a converted barracks
that now serves as their chapel.

When Capt. Jaume found there
was no crucifix in the chapel, he
contacted his home Council No.
11909 to see if there was an
interest in providing one as a
special project for the current
year. The council responded imme-
diately by approving, special
ordering and having the crucifix
shipped directly to the outpost in
Iraq.

Captain Jaume and Father Zavala are
pictured at the presentation of the
crucifix at a Mass in the chapel.

Holy Family 
Knights Respond
to Need in Iraq
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Saint Ann Retirement Center 
Celebrates Sixth Anniversary 

OKLAHOMA CITY — In
January, Saint Ann Retirement
Center celebrated its sixth anniver-
sary. Coincidentally, the new execu-
tive director of the Archdiocesan
owned and operated retirement
center celebrated his sixth-month
anniversary on the job. And with
near full capacity, it appears the re-
tirement center and the new director
have taken to one another quite well.
One reason may be they share the
same Catholic philosophy of caring
for people. A veteran administrator
in senior living, Sid Espinosa said a
retirement center should have three
key ingredients before a family
considers allowing their senior loved
one to move in.

“The retirement center should be
a Christian setting,” Espinosa said.
“It should be operated by its owners,
not by a management firm, and
finally, it must have a chapel.
Actually, the chapel should be at the
top of the list,” he said.

Saint Ann Retirement Center
meets all three criteria and then
some. Father Price Grimes celebrates
daily Mass for residents in the Saint
Joachim Chapel. He knows the
residents by their first names and
has provided them with great
compassion, understanding   and
spiritual direction.

Depending on their needs,
residents can choose to live either
independently or with the services of
assisted living.

Another positive at Saint Ann

occurred about a
year ago when
Archbishop Beltran
named Richard
Amend to the
position of Mission
and Community
Relations director.
Amend came to
Saint Ann Retire-
ment Center from
Christ the King
Church in
Oklahoma City
where he served a
number of years as
director of Senior
Adult Ministry.
Amend has a
master’s in adult
education with an
emphasis in
gerontology.

“I’ve always had
a love for senior adults,” Amend said.
“You learn so much from their
wisdom when you work with them
day in and day out.”

The spirituality of Saint Ann is
not limited to the chapel. Espinosa
said community prayer before meals
is embraced by the residents. And
Bible study is held weekly for
Protestant residents. Amend said
Protestants make up more than 40
percent of the resident population.

“This is what’s so wonderful
about a Catholic owned and operated
center,” Espinosa said. “We can say
and do things in a spiritual manner.
That’s not always the case in other
places.”

Most people find their way to
Saint Ann Retirement Center either
by word of mouth or by doctor
referral. No advertising is done other
than an occasional promotion in the
Sooner Catholic and some parish
bulletins.

Espinosa said Saint Ann Retire-
ment Center has only four one-
bedroom apartments available at
the present. He attributes the low
vacancy to a quality staff and the
comfort residents have in knowing
the center is owned and operated by
the Church.

“It’s got success written all over
it,” Espinosa said, referring to the
public’s reception to Catholic owned
and operated senior adult living.

By Ray Dyer
The Sooner Catholic

Saint Ann resident Anna Mae Coleman, left, enjoys the punch at the anniversary
celebration, while Daree Kuykendall, director of food service, and LaDonna Sexton
help serve. Photos/Sooner Catholic  

Sid Espinosa 

Richard Amend

Archbishop Beltran and Father Price
Grimes.

Rosary Honors
Distinguished Alumni

OKLAHOMA CITY — Rosary Catholic School
has named Louis Lyon as its 2008 Distinguished
Alumni Award winner. This award is presented
annually to a Rosary School graduate who has
demonstrated continued commitment and support to
the community.

Lyon graduated from Rosary Catholic School in
1981. After leaving Rosary School, he received a
bachelor’s of science from the University of Alaska-
Fairbanks and his master’s degree from the
University of Oklahoma. He is currently working in
the field of information technology. Lyon and his
family have been active in the development of the
school’s computer lab, HASA, and the annual auction
fundraising event.

Lyon was presented with the Distinguished
Alumni Award at St. Francis Catholic Church on Jan.
27.

OKLAHOMA CITY — Christ the King
Catholic School’s first Distinguished Alumni
Award was presented by Father Rick
Stansberry to Gayle Lucas Semtner on Jan.
27 at Mass. A reception honoring Semtner
followed in the Church Atrium.

“She has definitely put her Catholic
education into use in the way she lives
her life,” said Father Stansberry. The
Distinguished Alumni Award is given to an
alumnus of Christ the King Catholic School
who has given of their time and talents to the
community and school.

Semtner attended Christ the King
Catholic School from 1959 to 1966 and then
graduated from Bishop McGuiness Catholic
High School. She received her undergraduate
degree from the University of Oklahoma and
her graduate degree in education from the
University of Central Oklahoma.

Semtner has been a dedicated community

volunteer in the areas of arts, education and
health care. She has served on numerous
boards including Christ the King Catholic
School, Arts Council of Oklahoma City,
Leadership Oklahoma City, YWCA, St.
Anthony Foundation, Omniplex and Junior
League of Oklahoma City. She was appointed
by the governor to serve on the Oklahoma Arts
Council.

During Semtner’s tenure as director of
Religious Education at Christ the King
Catholic Church, the parish developed many
new programs for both adults and children
including Café Light and Ladies of Grace.
Although she has retired from her position,
she continues as co-director of Ladies of Grace.

Semtner believes “Catholic education is for
the whole student. It includes talking about
God and faith, praying daily, learning a sense
of serving community, challenging academics
and accepting each as an individual. ”

Catholic School Presents Alumni Award  
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Edmond Parish Gives Thanks to Those Who Help Community 

EDMOND — The folks who do a lot
of the heavy lifting for the poor and
needy were again honored by Edmond’s
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church.

The tradition, called the Samaritan
Award dinner, marked its 17th year as
more than a dozen groups were
thanked and recognized Jan. 24 by staff
and the Social Ministry Board of St.
John’s.

Before the evening was over,
attendees were also treated to a meal,
served with help from eighth-grade
students at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic School. They also heard about
the spiritual journey of Richard Klinge,
now the current legal advocate for
Catholic Charities. At one time he
was a major player in national legal
settings — settling multimillion-dollar
lawsuits. An attorney since 1974, he
also is a past member of the Edmond
School Board.

Relating his own experience of
service, he told the more than 100 in
attendance about a religious awaken-
ing he had three years ago.

“I was a cradle Catholic and
attended Catholic schools and Mass
every Sunday,” he said. “Yet I had a
hard time living Monday, what I had
heard on Sunday.”

That changed when he attended a
30-week program called Just Faith.

That’s when he came face to face
with his “faith vs. the real world.”

During his studies, he delved
further into the Bible, or as he said, the
“source document” for Catholic teach-
ings.

Slowly he began to realize a lesson
that many of the present nonprofit
groups were living each day — “life is
about others.”

At the end of the 30-week session
he had seen a noticeable change in his
life, he said.

“I might have looked the same
on the outside, but inside I was a
completely different person,” he said.

From there, he saw an advertise-
ment in The Sooner Catholic seeking a
legal advocate for Catholic Charities.
Convinced divine forces were moving
him in that direction, he applied and
accepted the job last summer. He’s
thrown himself into causes for groups
and people who don’t always have
the greatest legal and political clout in
society.

“I’ve worked with 2,000 to 3,000
undocumented workers,” he said,
recalling the challenges facing immi-
grants with Oklahoma’s new law. He’s
also speaking out in behalf of the home-
less and hopes to continue to empower
the poor and middle class.

“The Holy Spirit led me to this
point,” he said. “I am learning to think
of myself less and putting what I hear
on Sunday into action on Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday and every day of
the week.”

From there it was time for St.
John’s to give special recognition to
groups. In the past, one group had been
singled out for an honor and a check.

This year two $500 grants were
given and the Samaritan Award
winner received $2,000.

Awarded grants were Citizens
Caring for Children and Breakfast on
Boulevard. Each received $500. Rose
Harper accepted for Citizens Caring for
Children — a group providing mentor-
ing, personal items, birthday parties,
back-to-school supplies and Christmas
gifts to foster children.

Breakfast on Boulevard, at First
Christian Church, was represented by

Mickey Stufflebean. His group offers a
hot breakfast five days a week and sack
lunches to anyone.

The Samaritan Award was won by
the HOPE Center. Their ongoing
mission is helping needy with food,
clothing, household items and financial
assistance for rent/utilities.

Receiving the plaque and check
was executive director Chris Sperry. “I
am honored and privileged to receive
this,” she said. “St. John’s has always
been helpful to us with donations and
volunteers.” She noted hundreds of
families in the Edmond area benefited
monthly by the HOPE Center. She also
thanked longtime HOPE leader Julie
Wilson.

The crowd heard brief remarks and
prayer from St. John’s pastor, Father
John Metzinger, Deacon John Morris,
Deacon Gary Peterson and Social
Ministries chair Bob Eccellente.

Other groups honored and thanked
were A Chance to Change Foundation,
Birth Choice of Oklahoma Inc., Coffee
Creek Riding Center, Edmond Family
Counseling Inc., Edmond Mobile
Meals, Faith Works of the Inner City,
Habitat for Humanity, Mustard Seed
Development Corp., Oklahoma
Lawyers for Children, Oklahoma
United Methodist Circle of Care
Inc./Child SHARE, Sister BJ’s Pantry
and UR Special Ministries Inc.

Each group gives hundreds, per-
haps thousands, of hours of service to
help improve and help the community.

Also recognized were St. John’s
staff members Barbara Meiser, Marsha
Hoegger and Father Dan Letourneau.
Libby Medina, Inslee Bennett, Susan
Bennett and others were also thanked
for their help in putting on the event,
which began in 1991 under former St.
John’s pastor, the late Father John
Petuskey.

By Steve Gust
For the Sooner Catholic

Bob Eccellente, Saint John’s chairman of Social Ministries, with 2008 Samaritan
Award winner Chris Sperry and Father John Metzinger.

The Academic Team at Bishop
McGuinness Catholic High School
placed third at the state tourna-
ment held at Redlands
Community College in El Reno
Feb. 2. The team entered the
tournament after winning both
the regional and area competi-
tion. They finish the year with a
12-3 record in OSSAA tourna-
ment play. Team members this
year were Devin Luxner, Erin
Smith, John Scimeca, Yunho Kim,
Zach Yokell, Hugh Maguire, Karla
Thompson, Tommy LaBarthe,
Frank Mass, Aaron Sawheb,
Tanya Watts, Cindy Gillies and
Emma Rupert. Coaches are
McGuinness physics teacher
Nicky Goff and chemistry teacher
Julia Anderson.

Irish Academic Team Among State’s Best 

McGuinness Academic Team, back row, Devin Luxner, Erin Smith,
Hugh Maguire and Tommy Labarthe; front row, Yunho Kim, John
Scimeca, Karla Thompson and Frank Mass.

Four seniors from Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School have
been named finalists in the 53rd annual National Merit
Scholarship Program. They are Brittney Bierschenk, Candice
Gillies, Erin Smith and Emily Woner. To become a finalist,
students must have an outstanding high school academic record,
be endorsed and recommended by their school principal and
submit SAT scores that confirm their earlier qualifying test
performance. In addition, the student and school official must
submit a detailed scholarship application, which includes the
student’s self-descriptive essay and information about their
participation and leadership in school and community activities.
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continued from page 1
“You don’t grow tired of saving

lives,” Father Pavone said. “You grow
tired of killing.”

Some of the most vocal and inspi-
rational advocates for the pro-life
movement are those women and men
who have experienced the devasta-
tion caused by their own abortion.
Father Pavone said post abortion
ministries such as Rachel’s Vineyard,
which teaches women and men to
understand and accept the depth and
healing power of God’s love and
forgiveness, are making a great
difference. For years, Father Pavone
said, abortion advocates have “told us
to listen to the voices of women. Are
they now going to tell us not to listen
to the voices of the women?” Father
Pavone described as a “tidal wave”
the women and men who have found
healing through ministries such as
Rachel’s Vineyard and who are now
sweeping over and washing away the
desperate efforts of the abortion
industry with their deeply personal
and deeply honest testimonies. He
said the youth of America represent
another “tidal wave” to the abortion
industry. “They look around and they

know that abortion could have been
them,” he said, referring to those who
have been born in the 35 years since
the Roe v. Wade decision of 1973.
The unborn prior to the infamous
Supreme Court ruling were protected
in their mother’s wombs, Father
Pavone said. Those born after were
not. “Roe v. Wade is a personal
insult to the young people,” he said.
“Planned Parenthood says every child
should be a wanted child,” Father
Pavone said. What this means, he
said is “your value as a human being
comes from someone else.” Young
people do not appreciate this.

At the Catholic Pastoral Center
gathering, Father Pavone said the
Church must be willing to speak out
clearly about the evil of abortion as
well as compassionately to those who
are suffering from it. He told the
story of  Dr. Bernard Nathanson, one
of the original founders of the
National Association for the Repeal of
Abortion Laws, known as NARAL.
Father Pavone said Nathanson
admitted the pro-abortion movement
he was instrumental in helping to
create would have never found
success had “the Church been strong

and unified” in its opposition.
Nathanson said abortion proponents
“stole the issue from the Church.”
After years of performing abortions,
Nathanson  underwent  a  spiritual
conversion. He would eventually
convert to Catholicism and work tire-
lessly in the pro-life movement.

Father Pavone called priests who
refuse to address the issue of
abortion from the pulpit misguided
in thinking their silence is helpful.
“Silence is painful, too,” Father
Pavone said. He said women and men
suffering from abortion could only
begin to heal when they deal openly
and honestly with what has occurred.
He said this is certainly un-
comfortable, but the healing power
and forgiveness of Jesus Christ can
strengthen people and bring them
peace. Silence, on the other hand,
leaves the wounded to suffer alone.

“The culture of death will not get
its way,” Father Pavone said. “Not
when the clergy and the rest of
the Church unites and stands in
confident strength and tells the
culture of death ‘you have no place
here, be gone, our Lord Jesus Christ
has conquered your kingdom.’”

Pro-Life Oklahoma

Father Frank Pavone delivered a
powerful address inside the packed
chambers of the Oklahoma House of
Representatives. Sooner Catholic
Photos/Cara Koenig

Jackson Clemens attends his first Rose Day at 4 months old.

— HB 3144 and SB 1971 —
Providing a woman an ultra-
sound of her unborn child, which
she may view prior to under-
going an abortion.
— HB 2814 — Fostering respect
for babies with disabilities by
disallowing  wrongful-life law-
suits that claim a baby would
have been better off being
aborted.
— HB 3059 — Ensuring that a
mother’s consent to an abortion
be truly voluntary and safe-
guarding against coerced
abortions.
— HB 2771 and SB 1878 —
Protecting health-care
professionals’ freedom of con-
science by affirming their right
to refuse to participate in the
taking of a human life.
— HB 2181 and SB 1874 —
Regulating the use of the
dangerous chemical abortion pill
RU-486, which is used when the
unborn child is about 2 months
old.

Proposed
Pro-Life Legislation 
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If you’ve ever written to a pro-
abortion politician about the right to
life, you’ve probably received a form
letter that utilizes one of several worn-
out arguments. Let’s review how we
answer them.

1. “I respect your views, but I have
to represent all the people.” Our
response: That’s what we’re trying to
say to you. If you neglect the unborn,
you are not representing all the
people. Roe vs. Wade excludes them
from protection; we demand that they
be included. A public servant cannot
legitimately ignore an entire segment
of the public that is being destroyed.

2. “I’m personally opposed to
abortion, but can’t impose my views on
others.” Our response: This is not a
matter of views, but of violence. The
law is supposed to protect human life
despite the views of those who would
destroy it.

3. “The government should not be
involved in such a personal decision as

abortion.” Our response: The govern-
ment got “too involved” in abortion
when it claimed to have the authority
to deprive some human beings of their
right to life. The Declaration of
Independence asserts that govern-
ment exists to secure the rights
already bestowed by the Creator.
Moreover, when somebody’s “choice”
destroys somebody else’s life, that
choice is no longer merely a personal,
private matter.

4. “Legislators should not be
practicing medicine.” Our response:
We’re not asking you to practice
medicine, but to prevent the abuse of
medicine. The practice of medicine is
regulated by all kinds of laws that
protect the lives of patients. All we ask
is that the unborn be included in that
protection.

5. “Abortion is the law of the land.”
Our response: The “law of the land”
can be changed, just as it was changed
regarding slavery and segregation.
Leadership means seeing the injus-
tices that others miss, and inspiring
people to utilize the methods the law
permits to make necessary changes.

6. “I support women’s rights and
health.” Our response: That is precise-
ly why you should examine the
evidence, which is more plentiful than
ever, that abortion is destructive of
women’s health, and listen to the
growing voices of those who have been
harmed by abortion. That is also why
you should examine how the abortion
industry, through unregulated and

dangerous clinics, continues to deceive
and exploit women.

7. “Abortion is just one of many
issues; I embrace a consistent ethic of
life.” Our response: The foundation of a
house is only one of many parts of the
house, but it is essential in order to
build the other parts. That is why the
Catholic bishops have repeatedly
asserted that among the many interre-
lated issues within a consistent ethic,
abortion deserves “urgent attention
and priority.” (Pastoral Plan, 2001).

8. “My office does not involve any
decision-making about abortion.” Our
response: Your position on abortion

says a lot about your character and
world view. If you cannot stand up for
the smallest of children, how will you
stand up for the rest of us? 

9. “Let’s just agree to disagree.” Our
response: We have the greatest respect
for those who disagree with us. But
when victims are oppressed, we don’t
sit back and “agree to disagree” with
the oppressor. Rather, we intervene to
save the victim. Abortion is not about
beliefs; it’s about bloodshed. Those who
need protection need it despite the dis-
agreement of others.

Finally, always use the best
response to all the arguments: I vote! 

By Father Frank Pavone
National Director, Priests for Life

Tony Lauinger, state chairman of Oklahomans for Life Inc., with Father Frank Pavone
and Archbishop Beltran at the Catholic Pastoral Center. Photo/Sooner Catholic

Jennifer Gordon visited her doctor on Feb. 6 and was told she would
give birth that day. On her way home, she stopped at the Oklahoma
state Capitol so she could deliver a rose to her state representative,
Marian Cooksey, R-Edmond. Sooner Catholic Photo/Cara Koenig 

Above, Connie Blaney and
Debie Wagner of Catholic
Charities hand roses to Rep.
John Carey, D-Durant, and
Gene Fowler, his legislative
assistant. At right, Father
Pavone, in his address, said
more and more youth are
involving themselves in the
pro-life movement. Here, Trent
Oakman, Kayla David and
Tabetha Griffin help him make
his point at they participate in
Rose Day. Photos Sooner
Catholic/Cara Koenig
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EDMOND — As youngsters,
Charlie Woner, Stephen Jason and
Shannon Kranich attended Saint
Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School
together. All three are members of
Saint John the Baptist Catholic
Church and all three are embarking
on careers dedicated to serving their
nation.

Midshipmen Charlie Woner at-
tended Bishop McGuinness Catholic
High School and graduated in 2005.
He is in his third year at the U.S.
Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md.
Woner is majoring in political
science, and he also helps manage the
Navy tennis team and enjoys the
travel time that is an added perk.
This semester he is the assistant
operations officer for the 12th
Company. In his spare time he loves
to run and has competed in a few
marathons.

Cadet Stephen Jason also at-
tended Bishop McGuinness High
School and graduated in 2005. He is
in his second year at the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point located 50
miles north of New York City on the
Hudson River.

Jason is majoring in engineering
psychology and studying Arabic. He
is a defensive back for the Black
Knights football team. This semester
he is a team leader for a first-year
cadet and recently pledged the Kappa
Alpha Psi fraternity.

Cadet Shannon Kranich attended
Edmond North High School and also
graduated in 2005. Kranich is in her
third year at the U.S. Air Force
Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo.
She is majoring in physics and is also
the secretary for the Catholic choir
and has traveled many places with
the choir. This semester she is an
element leader for the squadron.

Charlie Woner, Stephen Jason and Shannon Kranich in a recent reunion.

Friends Travel Road Together From Elementary to Military 

A great many of us have a
tendency to take each day for granted.
For the most part, we get up and do the
same things that we did the day before
and the day before that. It is a routine
we fall into. Then life jumps up and
bites you. An unforeseen happening
causes our lives to change and requires
us to adjust to how we live it.

This past December, my wife, Ann,
was diagnosed with cancer. I cannot
describe the shock we felt. After
several tests, she started her first
chemo treatment the last week of
January. We are encouraged about her
chances to whip this
disease as cancer
treatment has
greatly improved
over these past few
years. But we do
humbly ask for your
prayers. Chemo
does better with
prayer.

The treatment
center, which is
located at the Mercy
Hospital campus, has over 17 treat-
ment stations and is alive with activity.
Everyone is upbeat, not a negative
voice could be heard. I thought, how
blessed we are to have these “Angels of
Life” taking care of us. I also thought
about those in our prison systems. To
be diagnosed with any serious illness
must be a terrifying experience. I do
not believe that the level of prison
medical expertise is comparable to that
available in our major hospitals and
treatment centers. Tragically, this is
one of the dark aspects of prison life. It
is truly part of the punishment.

As for our fight to end the death
penalty in Oklahoma, why is it our
legislators continue to use state-
sanctioned killing to show that killing
is wrong? Pray that they come to
realize that life itself can be extremely
difficult, to say the least. None of us

will escape death
and the final judg-
ment. Let God take
those convicted of
terrible crimes when
and how He sees fit.
Rather than the
death penalty, give
the convicted life
without parole.
Wouldn’t we all be
better by doing this? 

Editor’s Note:
Jim Fowler has fought to end the death
penalty in Oklahoma for years. His son,
Mark, was executed by the state of
Oklahoma for his role in the deaths of
three people during a grocery store
robbery. A few years later, the man
convicted of killing his mother was
awaiting execution on Oklahoma’s
death row when DNA evidence proved
he was not the killer. Since then, Fowler
has dedicated himself to ending capital
punishment in our state. He argues life
without parole follows with Church
teaching on the issue. Jim can be
reached at ja2bears@cox.net.

Angels of Life Come to Us Daily
Life.
Period.
By Jim Fowler

As for our fight to end
the death penalty in
Oklahoma, why is it
our legislators
continue to use state-
sanctioned killing to
show that killing is
wrong?

Our 2007 Catholic Encampment was
a huge success with more than 200
participants. The youth were able to look
for reminders of Jesus in the beautiful
outdoor environment at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic Camp, make rosaries
for themselves by tying knots, review the
rosary’s Joyful Mysteries, write cards to
our troops, share prayer and song by
campfire, run off energy in outdoor team
games and have the best food through
out. They also participated in service
projects and this year they cleared an
area in the woods and made rosary bead
plaques for a beautiful rosary garden,
something everyone will be able to visit
for years to come. They attended Mass
with Father Dan Letourneau and then
got to relax with a little music from Big G
Entertainment. A full weekend of out-
doors, faith, service, friendship, fun and
the best cinnamon rolls ever. A great
big thank you to all who so generously
support our youth!

Catholic Youth Come Alive
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Letters
Still Sinking?

Father Ron Rolheiser, in his Jan. 20 column,
uses “golden age” as a normative term for the years
past, when Christians may have tended to turn
their back on the problems of “racism, sexism and
dogmatic intolerance.” Commenting on the “high-
lighted moral sensitivity” of today’s “secularized
liberal culture,” he notes that our current “moral
sensitivity” includes “glaring blind spots … abortion,
end-of-life issues, church, family values and sexual-
ity.” Father Rolheiser suggests that Christianity
“can be compared to a time-released moral-capsule
that is dissolving slowly in history.” He uses the
country of Holland to exemplify Christian “good
news,” that being: “care of the poor … highest status
for women … and high tolerance.” He notes that
these “major moral achievements” are made “inside
of a culture that is at the same time regressing
morally in terms of its acceptance of abortion,
euthanasia, prostitution, pornography and drugs.”

His Christianity as a moral time capsule
analogy, when applied to Holland, doesn’t seem to fit
very well; the old analogy of nicely arranging the
deck chairs on a sinking ship seems more appro-
priate. If we call it “secular liberal culture” or “high-
lighted moral sensitivity” (or call it what you will)
while regressing in critical areas —- “glaring moral
blind spots,” it seems unrealistic to believe that,
as Father Rolheiser optimistically states, “we are
slowly getting it.” That may not be enough; as a ship
sinks, the deck chairs, however comfortable, go with
it.

Richard Koenig 
Ponca City

Across Oklahoma
Father Frank DeSiano Coming

OKLAHOMA CITY — Father Frank
DeSiano will address “Growing in Faith: Living
and Exercising Discipleship and God’s Call to
Evangelize” at St. Eugene Catholic Church. His
presentations will begin at 7 p.m. On Feb. 25-27
the presentation will be in English. The Feb. 28-
March 1 presentations will be in Spanish.
Father DeSiano serves as first consultor to the
Paulist Order based in New York City, and has
focused on evangelism as a priority in his
pastoral ministries and his work as an author.
He contributed to “Go and Make Disciples — A
Plan and Strategy for Evangelization in the
United States.” For more information, call 751-
7115.

Taste of Sacred Heart
EL RENO — Tickets to the 11th annual

Taste of Sacred Heart to be held from 6 p.m. to
midnight on March 8 are on sale now. Taste of
Sacred Heart is Sacred Heart Catholic School’s
major fundraiser for the year, providing one-
third of the annual operating budget. The
theme for this year’s event is “Hollywood —
What’s Your Dream?,” and includes dinner, live
and silent auctions, music and dancing. Tickets
are $25 and can be purchased at Ross Seed
Company, My Sister’s Closet and Sacred Heart
Catholic School. For more information, call the
school office at 262-2284.

Becoming a Healing Presence 
PIEDMONT — On Feb. 23 from 9:30 a.m. to

3:30 p.m., join Pat Ahern, Benedictine Oblate.
Learn to open yourself to inner hospitality and
receive another person into your hearts; extend
yourselves in personal concern and be changed
by the encounter. It’s all about health, healing
and wholeness. Come to the Red Plains
Monastery Library, southwest of Piedmont. Call
373-4739 to register. Fee: Mail in $35 to reserve
your place. Bring a sack lunch.
Discernment Retreat

OKLAHOMA CITY — This discernment
retreat weekend will consist of prayerful
reflection and guidance for your journey in
understanding God’s call in the Church today.
This retreat designed especially for single
Catholic women, ages 18-45, will be conducted
by the Sisters of Mercy at Our Lady of Mercy
Retreat Center in Oklahoma City March 7-9.
For more information, call 634-1968.

Lenten Day of Reflection
OKLAHOMA CITY — The Office of Worship

and Spiritual Life is offering a Lenten Day of
Reflection titled Walking Together in Mystery.
The presenter will be Sister Mary Kevin
Rooney, ASC, March 15 at the Catholic Pastoral
Center. Cost for the day is $15 which includes
lunch and refreshments. To register or for more

information, call the Office of Worship and
Spiritual Life at (405) 721-5651 Ext. 158.

Health Fair Planned 
OKLAHOMA CITY — Saint Ann Retire-

ment Center will host a health fair and open
house from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. March 26.
Representatives from various health-related
organizations will be on hand to discuss health
issues and the services they provide. Tours will
be provided of the Saint Ann Retirement Center
and healthy snacks will be provided. For more
information, call Saint Ann Retirement Center
at 721-0747.

Sexual Assault Awareness Conference 
OKLAHOMA CITY — Sexual  Assault

Awareness  and Prevention  Conference  for
Youth and Parents on April 19. Ben Atherton-
Zeman, a nationally known and popular actor,
comedian, feminist and husband, will present a
one-man play: “Voices of Men,” www.voicesof-
men.org, to educate youth about the epidemic of
violence in dating. April is Sexual Assault
Awareness Month. Other workshops include
Internet Safety; Cell Phone Safety; Suicide:
How to Recognize, Question and Prevent; and
more. For more information, contact the Family
Life Office at (405) 721-5651.

Holy Trinity Students 
“Light the Way for Those in Need”

OKARCHE — On Feb. 1,
Holy Trinity students in the
second through eighth grade
traveled to the Regional Food
Bank of Oklahoma in
Oklahoma City where they
spent time packing non-
perishable food for distribu-
tion throughout Oklahoma.
The students were broken
into two groups and each was
charged with a different task.
Halfway through the groups
switched and worked the
other job. One group spent
time sorting “bulk” oatmeal
packets into smaller boxes for
easier distribution by the
Food Bank. The other group
helped an emergency food
assistance program of the
Regional Food Bank of
Oklahoma called Food 4 Kids.
Food 4 Kids is designed especially for elementary
age children. Chronically hungry children identi-
fied by school personnel receive a backpack filled
with non-perishable, child-friendly food for over
the weekend or a school holiday. Started as a pilot
program in 2003, the Regional Food Bank now
serves more than 7,000 children in 202 schools in

34 counties. At the end of the service time, Holy
Trinity students had packed 144 cases of oatmeal
weighing 2,304 pounds and 227 cases containing
1,362 Food 4 Kids bags weighing 4,086 pounds.
In all, 6,390 pounds of food was worked, which is
equivalent to 4,915 meals. Holy Trinity students
are doing their part to make a difference in their
community.

Noemi Rodriguez, Madi Grellner, Kenadey Grellner, Rae Grellner and Mike
Himes work to sort “bulk” oatmeal packets into smaller boxes.
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The Holy See and Islam: The Diplomatic Dance Continues
While the diplomatic maneuver-

ing between the Holy See and Muslim
leaders has taken several striking
turns in recent weeks, the Vatican’s
strategic purpose in this conversation
has been clear since Pope Benedict
XVI’s 2006 Christmas address to the
Roman Curia. There, while reflecting
on his September 2006 Regensburg
Lecture and his December 2006 visit
to Turkey, the pope suggested that
the Church’s future dialogue with
Islam should focus on the positive
achievements of the Enlightenment,
especially religious freedom under-
stood as a basic human right and the
separation of religious and political
authority in a justly governed state.
Regensburg and the Curial address
set off a kind of inter-religious chain
reaction.

In October 2007, 138 Muslim
officials from around the world issued
“A Common Word Between Us and
You.” Addressed to the pope and other
Christian leaders, the “Letter of 138”
proposed a dialogue based on the two
great commandments of love of God
and love of neighbor. As I wrote at
the time, while the call to a deeper
conversation was welcome, the “138”
seemed to be trying to change the
subject — for there was no mention
in their letter of what the pope had

proposed discussing in the December
2006 Curial address.

On Nov. 11, 2007, Cardinal
Tarcisio Bertone, the Holy See’s
Secretary of State, wrote to one of the
“138,” the Jordanian prince Ghazi bin
Muhammad bin Talal, accepting the
call to a deepened conversation,
suggesting that a representative dele-
gation of the “138” come to Rome to
meet with the pope, and proposing
three topics for dialogue: “effective
respect for the dignity of every human
person”; “objective awareness of the
other’s religion”; and “a common
commitment to promoting mutual
respect and acceptance among the
younger generation.” In an authorita-
tive commentary on Bertone’s letter,
Father Samir Ghalil Samir, an
Egyptian Jesuit and Vatican adviser
on Islamic affairs, noted that the
cardinal’s letter to the prince had
tried to get the conversation back on
the track proposed by the pope the
previous December: religious freedom

and the separation of religious and
political authority in the state. Father
Samir also noted that several signato-
ries among the “138” had indicated
that they were not much interested in
discussing those topics.

Last Dec. 12, Prince Ghazi wrote
to Cardinal Bertone, accepting the
invitation to a meeting in Rome
(which will likely take place in
March). At the same time, the prince
once again tried to change the subject,
suggesting that the primary focus of
dialogue should be the “intrinsic”
questions raised by “A Common Word
Between Us and You” (i.e., the two
great commandments). At some
future point, the prince suggested,
“extrinsic” questions could be ad-
dressed. A close reading of the prince’s
letter suggests that his “extrinsic”
questions are what the pope has
gently but persistently insisted be the
primary questions for today’s conver-
sation: the natural moral law that
can be known by reason; religious
freedom, other human rights and the
natural moral law; religious freedom;
civil equality between men and
women; the separation of religious
and political authority in the state.

There is a considerable gap here.
The pope has made clear what the
objectives of the dialogue should be;

Benedict’s conviction is based on the
Catholic Church’s 19th and 20th
century experience of wrestling with
the question of religious freedom and
other challenges posed to religion
by the modern state. The “138,” as
represented by the Jordanian prince,
keep trying to change the subject.
The exchanges are polite, but the gap
is unmistakable. And the gap is not
accidental.

For as I discuss in Faith, Reason,
and the War Against Jihadism
(Doubleday), it is precisely the issues
the pope identified in his December
2006 Curial address that are at the
root of the conflict between jihadist
Islam and the rest of the world
(including reformist elements within
Islam).

Can the gap between what the
pope proposes as a dialogue agenda
and what the “138” have proposed be
bridged at the March meeting in
Rome? The answer to that question
will be the measure of the meeting’s
success.

George Weigel is a senior fellow of
the Ethics and Public Policy Center
in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column
is distributed by the Denver Catholic
Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-
715-3215.

The
Catholic
Difference
By George
Weigel

Priest Gives Brutal, Honest Account of Concentration Camp 

To understand a period as complex
as World War II and the Holocaust, we
need to read both trained historians
and ordinary men and women.
Historians provide a broad overview
and an understanding of context
but it is only individuals who can
communicate the intimate details of
what it is like to endure the suffering of
mind, body and soul that is the reality
of war. Personal narratives can elicit
the empathy and identification that
move the reader to compassion and
insight. The two books under consider-
ation, while not among the central
Holocaust narratives, are important in
fleshing out our knowledge of those
terrible years.

Luxembourgian  Father  Jean
Bernard (1907-1994) was a prisoner in
the Dachau concentration camp from
May 1941 to August 1942. “Priestblock
25487” was originally published in a
newspaper series in 1945 and was
loosely adapted into the acclaimed
2004 German film, “The Ninth Day.”

Father Bernard’s factual narrative
is direct and explicit reportage and as
such it gives a brutally honest recita-

tion of what it was like to endure the
clergy barracks of Dachau. It is difficult
to imagine how people managed
to endure these depths of misery:
physical and emotional torture, starva-
tion, disease, unceasing cold, hard
physical labor and merciless guards.

Moreover, conditions could, and
often did, change radically. At the
whim of sadistic guards and the camp
commandant, rations were cut and
prisoners were assigned to more
dangerous or useless work details, or
forced to undergo collective punish-
ment exercises.

Father Bernard does not offer the-
ological reflections on his experience
but in a luminous passage he describes
participating in his first Mass at
Dachau. “‘Hoc est corpus meum.’ I look
at the two bits of bread in my hand,
and as the one for whom we are suffer-
ing all this comes into our midst, as in
their hearts hundreds of priests join
their offering with that of the Savior,
tears roll down my cheeks. It becomes a
single offering that certainly creates
new ties between heaven and earth.”

It is because of his suffering that
Father Bernard has the right to call
on us not to forget, but to forgive.
“We must forgive while remaining

conscious of the full horror of what
occurred, not only because nothing con-
structive can be built on a foundation
of hatred ... but above all for the sake of
him who commands and urges us to
forgive, and before whom we, victims
and executioners alike, are all poor
debtors in need of mercy.”

Raymond-Raoul Lambert’s “Diary
of a Witness,” published in association
with the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum, offers the reader an
opportunity  to  understand  the
thoughts and struggles of a controver-
sial leader of France’s Jewish
community. From 1941 until his arrest
in August 1943, Lambert was the
director of the General Union of the
Jews of France, an organization that
was established by the Vichy govern-
ment. Lambert’s role was fraught with
difficulty, requiring as it did work with
both French and German officials.

Although it is an essential
document for students of Vichy France,
“Diary of a Witness” is a difficult book
for the general reader. Many of
Lambert’s entries about his organiza-
tion’s activities seem arcane and his
references to French political and
literary figures are without salience.

Some of these problems are ame-

liorated by the excellent notes and
introduction of its editor, Richard I.
Cohen, a professor of French Jewry
studies at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. Cohen clarifies the compli-
cated internal politics of the General
Union of the Jews of France and iden-
tifies the legal, military and historic
issues referenced in Lambert’s diary.

In a July 1941 entry, Lambert
describes conditions in an internment
camp for foreigners in France, more
than half of whom are Jewish. “In the
midst of the catastrophe shaking the
world, how many individual tragedies
there are, what vast undeserved suffer-
ing!” he wrote. Lambert’s struggle to
reconcile his Jewish and French identi-
ties deserves to be included in the
reservoir of suffering that was Nazi
Europe.

Lambert was a complex and flawed
man who was asked to take on grave
responsibilities. His decisions have
been, and will be, judged by history, but
readers of this book will emerge with
respect for his courage in wrestling
with the idolatry of loyalty as the
reality of the Vichy regime undermines
the “humane culture” of France.

Linner, a freelance writer and
reviewer, lives in Boston.

By Rachelle Linner
Courtesy of Catholic News Service
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Author Wades Through Medical Choices for Catholics 
Life Issues, Medical Choices:

Questions and Answers for Catholics.
Janet M. Smith and Christopher
Kaczor. Cincinnati, Ohio: Servant
Books. 188 pages. Paperback.
September 2007. ISBN 978-0-86716-
808-2. $14.99.

Janet E. Smith and Dr.
Christopher Kaczor, Ph.D., pose 57
questions about life issues that many
people may want to ask Catholic ethi-
cists and moral theologians about.
They cover cloning, in vitro fertiliza-
tion, stem cell research, euthanasia,
sterilization and more. This book is a
great help in reaching an understand-
ing about what the Catholic Church
teaches about life and medical
issues. The authors quote Scripture,
Church Fathers and various Church
documents like the Catechism of the
Catholic Church and various encycli-
cals and other such sources from Pope
John Paul II and other popes. The
authors are also straightforward in
telling the reader that the Church has

not reached a conclusion on what it
teaches about a certain issue.

There are seven chapters:
Chapter 1 is on fundamentals which is
an introduction to life issues. This
chapter discusses the value of human
life, conscience and what that means,
Church teachings and acceptance or
denial of them, what prudential judg-
ment is, what is the principle of double
effect, and other topics. Chapter 2 is
on beginning of life issues. This
chapter discusses abortion, when does
life begin, is it moral to have an
abortion if the unborn child is handi-
capped, which ways of treating ectopic
pregnancies are moral, and other
issues. Chapter 3 is on reproductive
technologies. This chapter discusses
which reproductive technologies are
moral, cloning, adopting a frozen em-
bryo, are ovarian transplants morally
permissible and other questions.
Chapter 4 is on contraception, sterili-
zation and natural family planning.
This chapter examines what the
Catholic Church teaches on contracep-
tion, what is Natural Family
Planning, can contraception be used

for medical purposes, is vaccine for the
human papillomavirus (HPV) moral,
is sterilization moral at any time, and
other issues. Chapter 5 is on end of life
issues and examines the immorality of
euthanasia, mercy killing, right to life,
suffering, suicide, supplying food and
water for a person in a vegetative
state, when is a person dead, what is
the sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick, and other topics. Chapter 6 is on
cooperation with evil. This chapter
informs and discusses what we and
medical professionals should not do to
cooperate with evil. This involves: Is it
moral to assist in an abortion, is it
moral for pharmacists to fill contra-
ceptive prescriptions, is it moral to
remove a healthy breast to prevent
breast cancer, and reporting immoral
practices to a bishop of a Catholic
hospital.

Chapter 7 is on the 10 command-
ments  for  health-care professionals
and patients. There is a very helpful
bibliography of books, journals and
Web sites. Then there are endnotes
and an index. This book is highly
recommended to those interested in

Catholic moral teaching on life and
medical issues.

Janet E. Smith is the Father
Michael J. McGivney Chair of Life
Ethics at Sacred Heart Major
Seminary in Detroit. She is the author
of Humanae Vitae: A Generation Later
(1992) and of Why Humanae Vitae
Was Right: a reader (1993).

Dr. Christopher Kaczor (Ph.D.
from the University of Notre Dame)
studied as a Fullbright Scholar at the
University of Cologne in Germany and
is the director of the University
Honors Program and faculty member
in the School of Philosophy at Catholic
University of America in Washington,
D.C. He is the author of
Proportionalism and the Natural Law
Tradition (2002) and The Edge of Life:
Human Dignity and Contemporary
Bioethics (2005).

Brother Benet Exton is a
Benedictine Monk at Saint Gregory’s
Abbey in Shawnee. Among other
duties, he serves as the librarian and
writes book reviews regularly for
several Catholic publications, includ-
ing the Sooner Catholic.

Relying on God Causes Expectations to Fade
As we rely less on others to have

our needs met, the more empowered,
peaceful and serene our lives can be.
We can experience freedom and happi-
ness as we let go of others doing and
thinking the way we want and we can
feel more empowered by meeting our
own needs. Yes, there is that song with
the lyrics, “People who need people are
the luckiest people in the world” and I
don’t question the need for healthy,
loving relationships.

However, the fewer needs we have
that are dependent on others, the
healthier we are. Indications of exces-
sive needs of others are: having high
expectations of others; needing to
control, please and take care of others;
and easily feeling frustrated, hurt and
angered by others.

The more we expect others to meet
our needs, the more we set ourselves
up to be hurt and disappointed.
Oftentimes when they don’t make the
bed, don’t make all A’s and B’s, don’t
anticipate our needs, play golf when
we want them at home with us, don’t
support us with the kids, don’t pay
more attention to us, etc., we feel hurt,
rejected, frustrated, angry and upset.”

Changing expectations to prefer-
ences can help us avoid these hurtful
and frustrated feelings. Preferences
imply a willingness to be accepting
and if things go our way, that’s nice
… if not, well, that’s OK too. We can
seek other alternatives and resolve
situations in other ways. Replacing

expectations with preferences em-
powers us to be responsible for our-
selves. After all, God is with us and
together will see ourselves through
whatever we are experiencing.

The less we feel hurt, frustrated,
angered, etc., by others, the fewer
resentments we will have and the
more content and peaceful we will feel.
Yes, I sometimes still feel disrespected
and angry when someone cuts me off
in traffic, however, as I realize that
this is about them and not me, is not a
reflection of the person I am, then I
can settle down, turn to God and
experience peace, calm and serenity.
This new way of taking responsibility
for ourselves, not taking things
personally, requires a willingness to
think differently about the actions of
others and a realization that those
actions truly are about them and not
about us.

Controlling, pleasing and taking
care of others oftentimes is about
coping with our childhood wounds and
having our needs met through others.
As we attempt to control others,
we may get our way and/or feel

empowered. As we please and take
care of others and they seem to think
well of us, we feel better about our-
selves. These are inappropriate ways
of meeting our own needs.

As we realize we are truly power-
less over what others do for or think
about us, we can let go of pleasing,
controlling and taking care of them.
Instead we can find other ways to take
care of and be responsible for our-
selves and to heal our childhood
wounds. Our job is to love them and
realize that what they are doing and
saying is about them and is not about
us. We don't have to have our needs
met through them. Rather, we can
work on letting go, asserting ourselves
and focus on what is God’s will for us.

And, speaking of God, there’s the
key. As we focus on God’s will for us
and strive to carry out that will, being
loving to God within, to ourselves and
to others, we experience peace, joy and
happiness. Being with God is so heal-
ing for no longer do we need to control,
please and take care of others. We can
let go and let God take responsibility
for meeting our own needs and
experience a new freedom and a new
happiness.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Joe Froehle
has  years of experience in marital,
individual and family counseling. He
serves in the Counseling Center at St.
John the Baptist, Edmond. He can
be reached at (405) 359-8539 or by
e-mail at jfroehle@swbell.net.

Counseling
Corner
By Joe Froehle,
LPC, ICADC

Sooner Catholic on
World Wide Web 

You can now read the entire
Sooner Catholic newspaper on the
Internet. Just go to the Archdiocese
of Oklahoma City Web site at
www.catharchdioceseokc.org and
then click on Sooner Catholic. It’s
that easy.

You’ll even find past issues of
the Sooner Catholic. Just click on
the button that says “Past Web
Issues” and the Sooner Catholic will
be at your fingertips. This will allow
readers to look up articles that have
been published in previous issues of
the archdiocesan newspaper.

We hope you enjoy reading your
archdiocesan newspaper on the
Internet and find it a convenient
way to keep up with what’s going on
in your local Catholic community.
You will still receive the Sooner
Catholic through the mail twice
a month, but now you will have
another way to access the Sooner
Catholic.
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JOBS BOX

Accountant 
Archdiocesan Business Office

is seeking a degreed accountant,
Great Plains Software experience a
plus. Interested candidates can fax a
letter of interest, resume and
references to David Johnson at (405)
709-2711 or by mail to P.O. Box
32180, Oklahoma City 73123.

Youth Ministry Coordinator
Holy Spirit Church, Mustang,

a friendly, growing parish, seeks a
full-time, experienced, practicing
Catholic as a youth coordinator,
DRE for grades 9-12, Coordinator of
Confirmation program and Whole
Community Catechesis team
member. Bachelor’s degree in
theology or religious education, or
CMD certification or desire to obtain
same required. Mail resume,
references and letter of interest to
Father Jim, Holy Spirit Church, P.O.
Box 246, Mustang, Okla. 73064.

Elementary School Principal
St. James School in Oklahoma

City is seeking a principal who will
be a faith leader as well as academic
leader for the school. St. James has
pre-K3 through eighth grade and
enrolls approximately 190 students.
Applicant must: 1) be a practicing
Catholic; 2) have a master’s degree in
educational administration or a
related field or be working toward
such a degree; 3) have a minimum of
three years teaching experience,
preferably in a Catholic school.
Salary is based on qualifications and
experience. Position available June 1,
2008. For an application, contact
Office of the Superintendent, P.O.
Box 32180, Oklahoma City 73123,
call (405) 721-4202, or contact
mdubey@catharchdioceseokc.org.

Elementary School Principal
St. Mary’s School in Ponca City

is seeking a principal who will be a
faith leader as well as academic
leader for the school. St. Mary’s has
preschool through eighth grade and
enrolls approximately 150 students.
Applicant must: 1) be a practicing
Catholic; 2) have a master’s degree
in educational administration or a
related field or be working toward
such a degree; 3) have a minimum of
three years teaching experience,
preferably in a Catholic school.
Salary is based on qualifications and
experience. Position available
June 1, 2008. For an application,
contact Office of the Superintendent,
P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City
73123, call (405) 721-4202, or
contact mdubey@catharchdiocese-
okc.org.

Catholic School Secretary
St. Eugene Catholic School is

seeking a full-time secretary. The
successful candidate must possess
excellent verbal and written skills
in English (Spanish skills would be
an asset), the ability to use
Microsoft Word, Outlook and other
basic computer programs, and the
ability to multi-task while interact-
ing positively with students,
parents, teachers and guests.
Salary is dependent on education,
experience and relevant job skills.
To apply, send resume to Principal
Suzette Williams, 2400 W. Hefner,
Oklahoma City 73120, or e-mail at
SWilliams@steugenes.org.

Teacher Needed 
Volunteer English teacher

needed for the Father Rother
Parochial School in Santiago
Atitlán, Guatemala. Transporta-
tion room and board provided. For
more information, contact Father
Tony Taylor at (405) 517-2303.

Maintenance Employee
Bishop McGuinness Catholic

High School is looking for a
Maintenance Department employee.
Resume and references should be
mailed to L.D. McGowin,
Maintenance Director, 801 NW 50th
St., Oklahoma City, Okla. 73118.
Any questions may be directed to
842-6638 Ext. 241.

Teacher Sought
Sacred Heart Catholic

School in El Reno is seeking a pre-
kindergarten teacher. Applicants
must have a license or certification
in Early Childhood. Submit resumes
to Principal Shannon Statton, 210 S.
Evans, El Reno, Okla. 73036, or fax
to (405) 262-3818.

Adjunct Faculty
The College for Working

Adults at St. Gregory’s
University on the Shawnee campus
has openings for adjunct faculty at
the undergraduate and graduate
level: General Education, Business
and Business Law, Computer
Science, Professional Development
and Psychology. A master’s degree is
required, preference for candidates
with experience teaching adults.
Candidates must be supportive of
and willing to contribute to the
Catholic and Benedictine identity
of the university. Send a cover
letter, vita and transcripts to
hr@stgregorys.edu or mail to Dr.
Denise Short, Associate Dean, St.
Gregory’s University, 1900 W.
MacArthur, Shawnee 74804.

Director of Campus Ministry
St. Gregory’s University, a

small Catholic and Benedictine
liberal arts college, is seeking
qualified applicants to serve as
Director of Campus Ministry.
Responsibilities include oversight of
a comprehensive campus ministry
program (as articulated in the
USCCB’s Empowered By The Spirit),
coordination of student liturgies,
implementation of ongoing catecheti-
cal and faith formation activities,
coordination of service and mission
trip opportunities for students, and
direction of fall and spring retreats.
The Director of Campus Ministry
also serves as the consultant/
supervisor for the Buckley Team, a
student-led retreat ministry to area
parishes and high schools. The
successful candidate should be a
practicing Catholic with a master’s
degree in theology or pastoral
ministry. S/he will have a mature
understanding of the Catholic faith
tradition, an ability to communicate
this tradition creatively to young
adults and a willingness to work in a
collaborative ministry environment.
Previous campus ministry
experience, CCMA certification and
instrumental music ability
(especially keyboard or guitar) are
desirable. Interested qualified
candidates should send a cover letter,
resume and references to hr@-
stgregorys.edu or St. Gregory’s
University, Human Resources
Director, 1900 W. MacArthur,
Shawnee, Okla. 74804. Position
opened until filled. EOE

V.P. of Institutional Advancement
St. Gregory’s University in

Shawnee invites nominations and
applications for the position of vice
president of Institutional Advance-
ment. The vice president reports
directly to the president and will be
responsible for the planning and
direction of all philanthropic initia-
tives for the university. The vice
president will plan and lead all
advancement initiatives to capitalize
on the university’s success story,
engage a broad range of constituents
and grow the endowment. The vice
president will work closely with staff,
senior administrators and board
members to identify short- and long-
term priorities for fundraising and
manage a portfolio of major gift
prospects. The university is currently
in the silent phase of a major capital
campaign. A master’s degree is
preferred. It is strongly preferred
that this individual be a practicing
Catholic with knowledge of Bene-
dictine spirituality. Electronic
applications are preferred, and

should include a cover letter and
resume. Nominations, expressions of
interest or requests for the complete
position specifications may be sent
directly to the university: Shingi
Goto, Executive Vice President, St.
Gregory’s University, 1900 W.
MacArthur, Shawnee 74804, or sn-
goto@stgregorys.edu, (405) 878-5435.

Groundskeeper needed
National Shrine of the Infant

Jesus of Prague has an opening
for a groundskeeper/facilities
maintenance person. Responsibilities
include: maintain the Shrine grounds
including trees, shrubs, grass, side-
walks, parking lots; snow removal;
painting; general handyman and
other duties as needed. Must be
physically able to lift at least 60
pounds and willing to work outdoors
in all weather conditions. Some
weekend and evening hours may be
required. Salary commensurate with
experience. To apply, send resume to
National Shrine of the Infant Jesus
of Prague, P.O. Box 488, Prague,
Okla. 74864, or e-mail shrine_iop@
hotmail.com

Bilingual Receptionist
Catholic Charities is seeking a

bilingual receptionist for the
Immigration Assistance Program.
Successful candidate must possess
excellent verbal and written
communication skills in both English
and Spanish, the ability to use
Microsoft Word, Outlook and other
basic computer programs, and the
ability to interact in a positive way
with clients, volunteers and donors.
Salary is dependent on education,
experience and relevant job skills.
Bilingual candidates preferred.
Resumes and salary history should
be sent to: Human Resources,
Catholic Charities, 1501 N. Classen
Blvd., Oklahoma City 73106, or by
e-mail to nlargent@catholiccharities-
ok.org.

Full-time Bilingual Counselor 
Catholic Charities/St.

Joseph’s Counseling Center is
seeking a full-time bilingual
(Spanish) licensed counselor to
provide professional counseling and
related services to individuals,
couples and families. Services will be
provided in the St. Joseph’s
Counseling Center at  Catholic
Charities and at selected parishes
within the community. Submit a
cover letter and resume to Human
Resources, Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, 1501
N. Classen Blvd., Oklahoma City
73106, or nlargent@catholiccharities-
ok.org.
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OKLAHOMA CITY — Bishop McGuinness
Catholic High School recently hosted the 2008 Middle
School Science Fair. The event is held annually at
Bishop McGuinness and gives middle school students
a chance to compete among their peers in a high
school environment. Middle schools competing
included All Saints, Bishop John Carroll, Christ the
King, Holy Trinity, Rosary, Sacred Heart, St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton, St. Eugene, St. John Nepomuk,
St. Phillip Neri, Sts. Peter and Paul, Trinity and
Westminster.

Top Five Schools
1st         All Saints                                              
2nd        Christ the King                                      
3rd        Rosary                          
4th        St. John Nepomuk                     
5th        St. Phillip Neri                           

Category Winners
Animal Science:
1st: Mikayla Linneman, All Saints
2nd: Kennedy Logan, St. Phillip Neri
3rd: Sam Marino, Preston Coleman, Christ the King

Behavioral Science:
1st: Maddie Scott, Rosary
2nd: Saleena Chaudry, St. Eugene
3rd: Brian Lively, All Saints  

Biochemistry:
1st: Idalia Mora, Sacred Heart
2nd: Randall Rodriguez, All Saints
3rd: Gunner Gipse, Rosary

Cell and Molecular Bio:
1st: Allison Bordy, St. John Nepomuk
2nd: Jose Camboarelli, All Saints

Chemistry:
1st: Ramie Jester, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
2nd: Allison Cameron, St. Eugene
3rd: Ian Patterson, Shiloh Johnson, Christ the
King

Computer Science:
1st: Lucas Schuermann, All Saints

Earth Science:
1st: Rachel Strouhal, All Saints 
2nd: Jaci Bollenbach, Sts. Peter and Paul
3rd: Elijah Petty, Holy Trinity

Engineering:
1st: Zach Schuermann, All Saints
2nd: Patrick Flannigan, Rosary
3rd: Matthew Webber, St. Bishop Carroll
Patrick Dolan, Christ the King 

Environmental Science:
1st: Victoria Rauch, All Saints
2nd: Trevor Ford, Westminster
3rd: Kellie Burnett, St. Phillip Neri

Mathematics:
1st: Lea Ann Winterstein, St. Phillip Neri
2nd: Kody Bollenbach, Sts. Peter and Paul
3rd: Sesily Monday, Rosary

Medicine and Health:
1st: Gabie Palma, St. John Nepemuk
2nd: Sam McGuire, Christ the King
3rd: Catherine Lewis, Bishop John Carroll

Microbiology:
1st: Andrew May, Rosary
2nd: Jack Downs, Brent Gievey, Christ the King
3rd: Shelby Wilhelm, Michelle Lundry, Christ the King

Physics and Astronomy:
1st: Melissa Doan, St. Phillip Neri 
2nd: Darby Heard, St. John Nepemuk 
3rd: James Reeves, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Plant Sciences:
1st: Abbey Smith, Christ the King
2nd: Josh Waters, Christ the King
3rd: Madison Splitt, All Saints

Catholic Schools Compete at McGuinness Science Fair

17-25  Monthly Novena to the
Infant Jesus, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily,
Nat’l Shrine of the Infant Jesus,
Saint Wenceslaus Church, SH-99 7
miles N. I-40 or 20 miles S. I-44 at
Stroud exit, Prague, (405) 567-3080.

17 Lenten Penance Service at
Holy Family, Lawton, at 7 p.m.

17  Pilgrimage Sunday, 10:45 a.m.
Anointing of the Sick, 11 a.m. Mass,
noon lunch, 1 p.m. Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament, Prayer of the
Chaplet of the Infant Jesus and the
Litany of the Infant Jesus. Nat’l
Shrine of the Infant Jesus of Prague
is located in St. Wenceslaus Church,
SH-99 7 miles N. I-40 or 20 miles S.
I-44 at Stroud exit, Prague, (405)
567-3080.

17 Taize Prayer, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Red Plains Monastery, 728 Richland
Road SW, Piedmont. For more
details, call 373-4565. Optional video
on Taize prayer at 6 p.m.

17 The Community of the Secular
Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary
of Mt. Carmel and St. Teresa of
Jesus - Oklahoma Community
and Province of St. Therese,
meets at St. Joseph Carmelite

Monastery in Piedmont from 1 p.m.
to 5 p.m. For more information, call
Janet Mildfelt at (405) 848-6275 or
Deacon Jim Breazile at (405) 377-
9478.

18 Catholic Charities Annual
Meeting, 4 p.m., St. John the
Baptist Church, Edmond.

19 Lenten Penance Service at St.
Mary, Ponca City, at 10 a.m.

19  Lenten Penance Service at St.
Philip Neri, Midwest City, at 7 p.m.

23 BECOMING A HEALING
PRESENCE from 9:30 to 3:30 with
Pat Ahern, Benedictine Oblate. Learn
to open yourself to inner hospitality
and receive another person into your
hearts; extend yourselves in personal
concern and be changed by the en-
counter. It’s all about health, healing
and wholeness. Come to the Red
Plains Monastery Library, southwest
of Piedmont. Call 373-4739 to
register. Fee: Mail in $35 to reserve
your place. Bring a sack lunch.

24  Lenten Penance Service at St.
James, Oklahoma City, at 5 p.m.

28-March 2 Beginning Experience
Weekend. This is a ministry to help
cope with the traumatic experiences
of losing a loved one through
separation, divorce or death.

Beginning Experience is carried out
by a trained team of volunteers done
at special weekend gatherings which
encourage participants to share their
need and deal with the natural
process of grief and loneliness. To
register, contact the Office of Family
Life at (405) 721-8944.

29-March 2 Spanish Marriage
Encounter weekend. Marriage
Encounter is a process designed to
give you and your spouse a special
opportunity to examine your life
together and your strengths and your
limitations, your attitudes toward
each other and toward your family,
your hurts and your fears, your
desires and ambitions, your dis-
appointments and your joys, your
successes and frustrations. To
register, contact the Office of Family
Life at (405) 721-8944.

1 Birth Choice of Oklahoma Life
of the Party gala and celebration
at 6 p.m. in the Oklahoma History
Center.

4 Eucharistic Adoration at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, NW 32nd and Western, every
Tuesday from 8:30 a.m. to noon. The
Rosary is said every weekday at 2.30
p.m. All are welcome.

7 Holy Family Home Mass, 11:30
a.m., Holy Family Home, 6821 Eddie
Drive, Midwest City, (405) 523-3000.

7 First Friday Adoration at St.
Francis of Assisi in Oklahoma City.
After the 7:30 a.m. Mass, and
concludes at 5:30 p.m. with closing
prayer and Benediction. This is open
to all. St. Francis is located at 1910
NW 19th (just two blocks east of
Penn), Oklahoma City.

7 First Friday Sacred Heart Mass
at the Catholic Pastoral Center.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
is at 5:30 p.m. with the Sacrament of
Reconciliation available prior to
Mass. Mass is at 7 p.m. Those
wanting to learn more about First
Friday Devotion and the practice of
consecrating the family and home to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus will find
materials available after Mass. For
more information, call the Office of
Family Life at (405) 721-8944 or
Diane Grim at (405) 528-6252.

8 2008 St. Patrick’s Day Grand
Marshal Dinner, Ball and Auction
will be held at the Oklahoma City
Golf and Country Club. The evening
will begin at 6:30 p.m. Individual
tickets for the ball are $125 per
person. Individual tables and
corporate tables are also available.
For information, contact Jane Moon
at Catholic Charities, 523-3000.

FEBRUARY

MARCH



BINGER — When this small
Caddo County community held its
first town-wide garage sale some 20
years ago, the women’s group from
Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic
Church netted a grand total of $15.
Not much to show for a whole lot of
work. While there doesn’t appear
to be a true consensus concerning
which member of the group
suggested that Indian tacos be sold
the following year, all are in agree-
ment the idea must have been
heaven sent. How else does one
explain going from $15 in year one to
making $1,400 in year two? And in
some years, the Indian tacos have
approached the $2,000 mark.
According to the handful of Catholic
women involved in the effort, the
secret to their success is in the fry
bread. Mary Rose Hamilton, a
member of Our Lady of the Rosary, is
a three-time winner of the national
fry bread cooking championships
held in Anadarko.

“People come from all over for
these Indian tacos,” said Vince
Gonzalez, a parishioner at Our
Lady’s and one of the strongest
supporters of the women’s group. “I
tell you, if it weren’t for these few
women, there wouldn’t be a Catholic
Church in Binger,” he said. “They do

everything for the Church and they
do it with great love,” he said as
tears gather in his eyes. Gonzalez is
not exaggerating. A laundry list of
church improvements is credited to
the women’s group. And most of the
funding for these items has been
generated through the sale of the
Indian tacos.

“We bought a new door for the
church,” said Ginny Dennison, the
retired military drill sergeant who
now serves as cashier for the Indian
taco sale. Other group members
chimed in, clicking off improvement
after improvement: There’s the new
roof; the new cushions for the pews;

the new windows; the new shed out
back; and don’t forget the scholar-
ships for graduating seniors, as well

as sending the altar servers to Our
Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Youth
Camp in the summer. The women’s
group also helped the former priest
at Our Lady’s, Father Mario, twice
travel to his home in India when
his mother was ill. They’ve also
purchased new vestments for the
priests and given money to tornado
victims throughout Oklahoma. All
this from a mission church.

“Well, if we didn’t do it, who
would,” said Ellie Lynn, who fellow
group members credit for perfectly
topping the Indian taco with her
homemade salsa. “We have some
very generous people who attend
Our Lady of the Rosary and several
of them are sitting right here,” said
Leon Leal.

No officers are elected by the
women’s group. No one needs to give
direction because, as Mary Howell
said, “Everyone just seems to know
where they fit. The job just gets
done.”

That spirit seems to run
throughout the small church
community. Gonzalez said David and
Kim Warren have helped revitalize
the RE program on Sunday after 8
a.m. Mass. As many as a dozen
children are now attending. “We
used to only have three or four,” he
said.

Binger will hold its annual town-
wide garage sale the first Saturday
in April. The community will swell in
population that day as people come
from all over hunting for unusual
bargains. If you plan to buy one of
the Indian tacos made by the
women’s group at Our Lady of the
Rosary Catholic Church, you’d better
get there early. The line often
stretches out the door of the parish
center and all the way to the road.
For more information or to ensure an
order, call (580) 515-5821.
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By Ray Dyer
The Sooner Catholic

Secret Ingredient

Debbie Lopez shows the menu that has made Our Lady of Rosary famous.

Members of the women’s group and supporters are back row, Vince Gonzalez, Debbie Lopez, Ellie Lynn, Mary Howell and Leon Leal.
Front row, Madeline Hamilton, Vernie Farr and Ginny Dennison. Photos/Sooner Catholic.

If you go
What: Indian Tacos

When: April 5
Where: Our Lady of the Rosary 

Catholic Church in Binger

Women of Our Lady of Rosary in Binger
Combine Indian Taco Recipe, Love of

Parish To Cook Up an Annual Success  


