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Go Make Disciples

Christmastide, 
feast days of the 

Christmas Season

Our commercially-driven, sec-
ular culture begins promoting 
Christmas shopping in early No-
vember. 

Unlike the commercial season 
that ends the day after Christmas 
or the next few days for the re-
turning of unwanted gifts, Christ-
mastide begins Christmas Eve 
and continues to the Feast of the 
Epiphany on Jan. 3.

Epiphany is about the arrival of 
the Three Wise Men from the East 
known as the Magi, who came to 
honor the child Jesus with gifts 
of gold, frankincense and myrrh 
(Matthew 2:11). The meaning of 
the gifts of the Magi is a matter of 
conjecture as are the origins and 
identities of the three men. It is 
generally believed that the gold 
represents kingship, frankincense 
represents deity and myrrh rep-
resents death. The Christmas tra-
dition of gift giving has its origin 
in the Three Wise Men, although 
we do not wait for January to give, 
receive and open presents. 

In addition to Christmas, Christ-
mastide includes several other 
feast days. 
Saint Stephen

The feast day of Saint Stephen, 
the fi rst martyr, was Dec. 26 (Acts 
7:54-58). His execution by stoning 
was met with approval by Saul of 
Tarsus, who hunted Christians to 
persecute them. One of the mira-
cles in the early Church was the 
conversion of Saul, who became 
the Apostle Paul. 
Holy Family

The feast day of the Holy Family 
is Dec. 27. The Church began this

continued on page 16

By Ted King
For the Sooner Catholic

This 17th-century painting titled “Adoration of the Shepherds” by Giovanni Benedetto Castiglione depicts the birth of 
Christ. CNS/Bridgeman Art Library.

“When man and his wife made a mistake, God did not abandon them. So great was His 
love, that He began to walk with humanity, with His people, until the right moment came, 
and He made the highest expression of love – His own Son. And where did He send his 
son – to a palace? To a city? No. He sent him to a family. God sent him amid a family. 
And He could do this, because it was a family that had a truly open heart. The doors of 
their heart opened...

God likes to give his love to open hearts. Do you know what he loves most? To knock on 
the door of families, and fi nd families who love each other, who bring up their children to 
grow, and help them move forward.”

~ Pope Francis, Festival of Families in Philadelphia, Sept. 26, 2015.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

Ready to make a pil-
grimage during the Year of 
Mercy? Go online to www.
archokc.org/year-of-mercy/
jubilee-year-of-mercy-home 
for more information and a 
printable passport.

Our offi ce is closed for 
the Christmas holidays. It 
will reopen on Jan. 4.

Get our newsletter at 
www.fl ocknote.com/ar-
chokc.

Happy New Year and Feliz 
Año Nuevo from the Sooner 

Catholic staff!

Plus, don’t miss daily up-
dates on Facebook, Twit-

ter and Instagram!

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Dec. 27 – Seminarian Christmas Party, 6 p.m., Saint Monica, Edmond
Jan. 3 – FOCUS Student Leadership Summit, Dallas
Jan. 4-8 – Region X Bishops’ Retreat, San Antonio

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

In one of our most beloved Christmas carols we 
sing the joyful refrain, “O come, let us adore him.” 
Christmas invites all of the faithful to a renewed spir-
it of adoration and wonder before the mystery we cel-
ebrate: the Word has become fl esh. God has become 
a man born of the Virgin Mary. His name is Jesus. 
He has been born for us and for our salvation in the 
silence and poverty of the stable at Bethlehem.

God’s humility displayed so poignantly in the 
manger evokes astonishment and brings our rest-
less hearts to silence before such a great 
and unexpected gift. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church teaches, “No one, shepherd 
or wise man, can approach God here below 
except by kneeling before the manger at 
Bethlehem and adoring him hidden in the 
weakness of a newborn child.” (CCC 563)

In the beautiful Gospel narratives of the 
Christmas season, the angels herald the 
birth of Jesus with tidings of great joy. 
The shepherds, in turn, glorify and praise 
God for all that they are privileged to see 
and hear. The star guides the three wise 
men who bring their gifts from afar and 
pay homage to the newborn King. Joseph 
is mysteriously and powerfully silent. And 
Mary ponders all of these things in her 
heart. The mystery of Bethlehem invites us 
to adoration. 

It is signifi cant that Bethlehem, the place 
of Jesus’ birth, means “house of bread.” 
Jesus comes to nourish the world by giving 
himself for the life of the world. Years later 
he proclaims, “I AM the bread of life.” Jesus 
continues to give himself for us and for our 
salvation each time the Paschal Mystery is 
celebrated at Mass. He continues to nourish 
us in Holy Communion and to dwell among 
us truly present in the Blessed Sacrament. 

For Christians, Bethlehem is our fi rst 
school. The school of Bethlehem invites us 
to learn the lesson of adoration and hu-
mility. It begins at the manger where Mary 
is our teacher. As we ponder with her the 
mystery of the Word-made-fl esh, we fi nd 
that our hunger for the Eucharist and our 
desire to encounter and adore Jesus deep-
en. 

As we are drawn more deeply into friend-
ship with Jesus through our regular partic-
ipation in the Eucharist, our lives become 
increasingly eucharistic. Our encounter 
with God’s mercy fi lls us with joy and 
gratitude. We discover that what we have 
received as a gift we need to give as a gift. 
We become missionary disciples of mercy 
for others. 

All of these mysteries converge beauti-

fully in the Eucharistic 
liturgy, the Mass, which 
is the source and sum-
mit of our lives. As we 
celebrate the birth of 
Christ this Christmas 
season, be assured 
of my prayers for you 
and your loved ones 
throughout the New Year.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

O come, let us adore Him



O God, who were pleased to 
give us the shining example 
of the Holy Family, gracious-
ly grant that we may imitate 
them in practicing the vir-
tues of family life and in the 
bonds of charity, and so, in 
the joy of your house, delight 
one day in eternal rewards.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Father Joseph Beltran Burse
A $200 donation, parishioners of Saint Paul the 

Apostle, Del City
       

Father Stanley Rother Burse
A $100 donation, parishioners of Saint Wenceslaus, 

Prague;
A $500 donation, Marian Sisters, Lincoln, Neb.

A $100 donation, Sacred Heart parish, OKC
A $300 donation, Vietnamese community, The Ca-

thedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.

A new burse has been set up for Archbishop 
Eusebius Beltran

A $5,000 donation, Mr. and Mrs. Paul B. Meyer, 
OKC

Seminary Burses

The Christmas tree is seen as Pope Francis leads the Angelus from the 
window of his studio overlooking St. Peter’s Square. CNS photo/Paul 
Haring.

Sooner Catholic December 27, 2015  3International

The new annulment process is in effect

VATICAN CITY – With the launch of the 
Jubilee of Mercy, Pope Francis’ reforms to the 
annulment process have gone into effect, giving 
more of a role to the local bishop, dropping au-
tomatic appeals, and ensuring that the process 
is free of charge.

The new process is aimed at streamlining the 

system for granting annulments out of concern 
“for the salvation of souls” while affi rming the 
longstanding Catholic teaching on marriage 
indissolubility.

Originally announced in September, the 
changes went into effect Dec. 8, the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception and the opening day of 
the Jubilee of Mercy.

The changes initially were published in two 
motu proprio – or letters issued by the Pope 
“on his own initiative.” The documents were 
entitled “Mitis Iudex Dominus Iesus” (The Lord 
Jesus, a meek judge), which deals with mod-
ifi cations in the Latin Rite’s Code of Canon 
Law, and “Mitis et misericors Iesus” (Jesus, 
meek and merciful), which outlines changes 
for Eastern Churches who, although in full 
communion with Rome, have historically had a 
different process.

Both documents refl ect many of the same 
changes, however instead of bishops, “Mitis et 
misericors Iesu” refers to Eastern patriarchs 
and eparchies.

In a brief introduction, Pope Francis stressed 
that his adjustments “do not favor the nulli-
fying of marriages but the promptness of the 
processes.”

He said that he decided to make the changes 
in line with the desire of his brother bishops, 
who during last year’s extraordinary synod on 
the family called for the process to be “faster 
and more accessible.”

Many have criticized the current process of 
obtaining an annulment for being long, com-
plex and in some places, too expensive.

Reform also was required due to “the enor-
mous number of faithful who … too often 
are diverted from juridical structures of the 
Church due to physical or moral distance,” 
the Pope said, adding that “charity and mercy” 
require the Church as mother to draw close to 
her children who consider themselves far off.

Among the more signifi cant changes the Pope 
made were dropping the automatic appeal 
needed after a decision on nullity has been 
reached as well as allowing local bishops to 

make their own judgements on “evident” cases 
of marriage nullity.

Until now, once a decision had been made to 
declare a marriage null, the ruling was auto-
matically appealed to another body, a practice 
many have blamed for unnecessary delays in 
the process.

With Francis’ new changes, only one judge-
ment will be needed. However, in the case that 
it is appealed, the Pope said that appeals can 
be done in the nearest metropolitan diocese, 
rather than needing to go to Rome.

He also decided that each diocese throughout 
the world will have the responsibility to name a 
judge or tribunal to process incoming cases.

The bishop can be the only judge, or he 
can establish a three-member tribunal. If a 
three-member tribunal is established, it must 
have at least one cleric, while the other two 
members can be laypersons.

Francis also has declared that the annulment 
process will be free of charge. Although the 
practice is already in place in many dioceses 
around the world (including Oklahoma City), 
the new change makes it universal.

In his introduction, the Pope recognized that 
the streamlined process, particularly the new 
procedures surrounding the decisions made by 
bishops, could raise concern over the Church’s 
teaching on the indissolubility of marriage.

“It has not escaped me how an abbreviated 
judgment might put the principle of indissolu-
bility of marriage at risk,” he said.

“Indeed, because of this I wanted that in this 
process the judge would be composed of the 
bishop, so that the strength of his pastoral of-
fi ce is, with Peter, the best guarantee of Catho-
lic unity in faith and discipline.”

The Pope also explained that he wanted to 
offer the new process to bishops so it can be 
“applied in cases in which the accused nullity 
of the marriage is sustained by particularly 
evident arguments.”

Science and faith: Bridging the gap through education

By Elise Harris
Catholic News Agency

Annulments in the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City

Q: Where do I start? 

A priest or deacon can help begin the process of 
an annulment and answer questions about the 
proceedings. To fi nd a parish or priest, go online 
to www.archokc.org and click on Directory. 

Q: How long does it take?

The time needed to complete an annulment 
varies by case, but in general, most annulments 
are completed within a year. If you were married 
outside of a Catholic Church, the time to com-
plete an annulment could be less.

Q: How much does it cost?

Annulments in the archdiocese are free.

Q: Who can get an annulment?

There are many circumstances that require an 
annulment for the petitioner or responder to 
continue to participate in the Sacraments in the 
Catholic Church. To discuss specifi c situations 
and requirements, call your parish offi ce.

More resources:
Archdiocesan Tribunal: 
www.archokc.org/archdiocesan-tribunal/home
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops: 
www.foryourmarriage.org
Canon Law Society of America: www.clsa.org

VATICAN CITY – Creationism 
vs. evolution, scientifi c method 
vs. ethics, science vs. faith, the 
church’s censure and rehabilita-
tion of Galileo Galilei. For centu-
ries, there have been countless 
confusion and arguments pitting 
science against faith as if they 
were two opposing forces.

In the hopes of dispelling linger-
ing myths and misunderstandings, 
one ecclesiastical institute has 
launched a unique online course 
explaining the compatible roles re-
ligion and science play in seeking 
meaning and knowledge in today’s 
world.

Sponsored by the Pontifi cal 
Council for Culture, the “Science 
and Faith in Dialogue” program is 
run by the Theological Faculty of 
Catalonia in Barcelona, Spain, and 
it seeks to bridge the gap between 
science and faith through educa-
tion.

The course was offered in Span-
ish in October 2013 and has had 
750 students take part worldwide, 
including 256 from Latin America.

Because of the course’s success, 
the theological institute of Catalo-
nia is now launching the course in 

English starting Feb. 9.
Each class begins an introduc-

tory video on the day’s lesson, 
narrated by Father Emili Marles 
Romeu, director of the “Science & 
Faith in Dialogue” program.

In a style much like the U.S. sci-
ence documentary series “Cosmos: 
A Spacetime Odyssey,” the priest 
explains complex historical and 
scientifi c discoveries with relative 
ease. The lesson plans also in-
clude texts, summaries, tests and 
assignments. Students can opt 
to be assigned specialized tutors 
who assist them throughout the 
course.

The course offers discount-
ed courses to countries in Latin 
America with students paying 
a minimum of 20 euros for the 
entire 12 lesson course. Through 
grant and fi nancial assistance, 25 
percent of the students enrolled 
were able to study at no cost.

Father Marles told Catholic News 
Service that the low price and 
grants allow for the course “to be 
accessible to everyone regardless 
of location or fi nancial situation.” 
He and others presented the pro-
gram at a news conference Dec. 10 
at the Pontifi cal Council for Cul-
ture.

The lesson plans cover an array 
of scientifi c studies, including the 
debate between creationism and 
evolution and stem cell research. 

Father Armand Puig i Tarrech, 
dean of the Theological Faculty of 
Catalonia, said the course is a ser-
vice that helps students and those 
who work in the fi eld of Catholic 
education and catechism address 
the misconception that “the Bible 
and human reason are opposed to 
each other.”

The course shows that countless 
scientifi c achievements have been 
achieved by Catholics dedicated to 

their faith like Galileo, the father 
of observational astronomy and 
modern physics, and Msgr. Georg-
es Lemaitre, the Belgian priest and 
astronomer who proposed the Big 
Bang theory.

Although faith needs reason in 
order to be more grounded in the 
world, Father Puig said that sci-
ence must also recognize its limits. 
“This course helps to bridge the 
world of science with human and 
divine realities,” he said.

For further information and reg-
istration go online to www.science 
andfaithbcn.com/en.

By Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 

An online course about science and religion will be available in English starting Feb. 
9, 2016, from the Theological Faculty of Catalonia in Barcelona. CNS.



The relics of Saint Maria Goretti 
were within walking distance of 
my house during their U.S. tour. 
Without thinking much about her, 
her life or her death, I went to ven-
erate them. 

As I walked into the church, her 
story turned over in my mind: as a 
young teenager, she was sexually 
assaulted. She fought her attack-
er as best she could. As she was 
dying of the wounds he caused 
her, she forgave her attacker. She 
forgave her attacker. Her murder-
er. Her would-be rapist.

This realization struck me, I am 
who am so capable — and, often, 
all too willing — to hold on to petty 
grievances. How often do I hold on 
to my anger and my idea of justice 
over a small slight? How often am 
I too prideful to forgive, clinging to 
my hurt, even at times when the 
offense was unintentional? Yet this 
14-year-old girl was able to forgive 
someone whose offense was inten-
tional — and brutal. 

Maria Goretti’s example inspires 
me to cultivate a merciful heart 
and participate in Pope Francis’s 
Year of Mercy by extending mercy 
to those around me.

An article by Father Carlos Mar-
tins, C.C., on the website for the 
relics tour emphasizes the central-
ity of forgiveness to Christianity. 
He writes, “As Maria understood 
so well, forgiveness is something 
quintessentially Christian. In-

deed, it was to share with us the 
Father’s forgiveness that Christ 
became incarnate and underwent 
His torture and death.”

In other words, the more I am 
able to forgive others, the more I 
share Christ’s love with them and 
understand God’s love for me — 
but how? I often have wanted to 
forgive those who have caused me 
pain, only to bubble in anger at 
the thought of the offense.

Martins’ article points the way. 
He says that forgiveness is a 
choice, an act of the will that can 
begin regardless of our emotions. 
Rather than being an absence 
of anger or hurt, as I have often 
thought, forgiveness means asking 
Jesus to enter into the situation 
and bless the offender. When our 
negative feelings reappear, as they 
will do if it is a major offense, our 

prayer can arise out of these feel-
ings. 

Martins writes that this process 
of forgiveness only can be done 
after we acknowledge the violation, 
rather than minimizing the trans-
gression by pretending it’s “okay.” 
Many offenses, such as the death 
of a child or injury to oneself, can 
never be “okay” or repaired, but 
forgiveness is still possible in these 
situations.

In the process of forgiving, Mar-
tins recommends that the victim 
pray this prayer aloud:

“Jesus, I release [offender’s 
name] from his debt to me and I 
give that debt to you. In place of 
that debt I ask You to give [offend-
er’s name] a blessing instead.” 

After this prayer, Martins recom-
mends communicating forgiveness 
to the offender, if it is possible and 
will not subject the victim to more 
abuse.

This process of forgiveness may, 
at times, leave us feeling “at peace” 
about the situation, while other 
times sadness, anger and hurt will 
still be present. True forgiveness 
leaves us free from these emotions 
by turning them into a prayer and 
providing mercy to those around 
us.
Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick is 
a freelance writer and columnist for 
the Sooner Catholic.
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Christ the King parishioners build third Habitat for Humanity home

After helping to translate for U.S. 
Army Special Forces in Senegal for 
several months, Abraham Ndoye 
and his wife, Fatou, decided they 
needed to move to America to cre-
ate better opportunities for their 
young family. 

For the past 12 years, they have 
rented a small apartment in an 
area of Oklahoma City where they 
didn’t feel safe to let their children 
play outside. So, they applied for a 
program through Central Oklaho-
ma Habitat for Humanity to work 
toward home ownership.

The family’s home became a 
reality with a donation of more 
than $90,000 from Christ the King 
Catholic Church to fund construc-
tion of the home. Parishioners 
worked alongside the family to 
build the house. 

“This is our third house and 
each time has been a blessing,” 
said Father Rick Stansberry, pas-
tor of Christ the King.

Ann Felton Gilliland, chief exec-
utive of Central Oklahoma Habitat 
for Humanity, along with parish-
ioners from Christ the King pre-
sented the family with keys to their 
new home on Dec. 5. 

“It touches my heart deeply to 

have such wonderful volunteer 
support from Christ the King. They 
have provided so much for Habitat 
over the years; and this year they 
did an excellent job.”

In a thank you letter to Habitat 
for Humanity and Christ the King, 
the Ndoye family wrote,

“(This) will fi nally provide us 
with what we have been yearning 
for years. It will allow our family 
to thrive in a more secure envi-
ronment (and) open avenues … to 
fi nancial stability.

We are not only committed to 
working with Habitat … but also 

we will seek all possibilities to help 
other people in the same situation 
through volunteering with the or-
ganization. Once again, thank you 
for this opportunity.”

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Ann Felton Gilliland, chief executive of Habitat for Humanity, and Abraham are 
all smiles as she hands over the keys to his family’s house. Photo provided.
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Making Sense of Bioethics 

A higher standard than for cats and dogs
Sometimes people will point 

out: “We euthanize our pets when 
they suffer, and they are clearly 
creatures of God, so why can’t 
we euthanize a sick and suffering 
person who wants it? It seems like 
we treat our dogs and cats better 
than we treat our suffering family 
members.”

The way we treat animals, how-
ever, should not be the measure of 
how we treat fellow human beings. 
We keep animals as pets, but we 
don’t do the same with humans. 
We use animals to make clothing 
and food, but we don’t do the same 
with humans. For all our simi-
larities to the rest of the animal 
kingdom, we are aware of a funda-
mental difference in kind between 
ourselves and our furry friends. 
We are not meant to die just as 
animals do, or be euthanized as 
they are. The death of a human 
is a more complex event that has 
other important realities associat-
ed with it. 

In euthanizing a cat or dog, an 
assessment about the nature of 
the creature is rolled up into our 
decision to proceed. Our pets seem 
to process the world around them 
mostly in terms of pleasure and 
pain, oscillating between these two 
poles as they instinctively gravitate 
towards pleasurable experienc-
es, and engage in “mechanisms 
of avoidance” when they come up 
against pain or discomfort.

Animals lack that uniquely 
human power to reason about, 
resign themselves to, and allow 
good to be drawn out of pain. 
Animals can’t do much else in the 
face of their suffering apart from 
trying to skirt around it, escape 
the situation or passively endure 
it. Because of our strong sense 
of empathy, humans fi nd it more 
emotionally acceptable to “put 
the animal to sleep,” rather than 
watch it suffer a long and agoniz-
ing death.

But, it would be false empathy, 
and a false compassion, to pro-
mote the killing or suicide of suf-
fering family members. As human 
beings, we have real moral duties, 
and better options, in the face of 
our own pain and tribulations. 
On an instinctual level, we tend 
to recoil and do our best to avoid 
suffering, just like animals.

But, we are able to respond in 
a way that animals cannot, and 
even willingly accept our suffer-
ing, which is unavoidably part of 
the fabric of our human existence. 
None of us can completely avoid 
suffering, even if it may be purely 
internal, like the agony that comes 
from loneliness, isolation, depres-
sion or rejection. Every person 
must, in one way or another, en-
counter suffering along the trajec-
tory of life, and human maturity is 
partially measured by how we deal 

with that suffering.
Those who live with serious 

disabilities, through their deter-
mined and beauty-fi lled lives and 
example, remind us every day of 
the good that can be drawn from 
suffering. The way they deal with 
their struggles manifests the 
depths of what it is to be au-
thentically human. It is precisely 
disability, with its disfi gurement, 
impairment, vulnerability and 
dependence that challenges us to 
grasp the outlines of our human 
journey in a less superfi cial way, 
and to value human life and pro-
tect human dignity in sickness as 
well as in health. Victoria Kenne-
dy spoke to this same point when 
describing Senator Kennedy’s fi nal 
months: 

“When my husband was fi rst 
diagnosed with cancer, he was 
told that he had only two to four 
months to live. … But, that prog-
nosis was wrong. Teddy lived 15 
more productive months.… Be-
cause that fi rst dire prediction of 
life expectancy was wrong, I have 

15 months of cherished memories. 
… When the end fi nally did come 
– natural death with dignity – my 
husband was home, attended by 
his doctor, surrounded by family 
and our priest.” 

As human beings, we reach 
beyond the limits that suffering 
imposes by a conscious decision 
to accept and grow through it, like 
the athlete or the Navy SEAL who 
pushes through the limits of his 
exhaustion during training. We 
enter into an awareness of some-
thing greater behind the veil of our 
suffering when we come to accept 
it as an integral component of our 
human condition.

We also give positive example, 
strength and encouragement to 
the younger generation as they 
witness our response to, and 
acceptance of, our own suffering. 
Our trials and tribulations teach 
us about our reliance on God and 
the illusions of self-reliance.

On the other hand, if our fear 
of suffering drives us to constant 
circumlocution and relentless 

avoidance, even to the point of 
short-circuiting life itself through 
euthanasia or physician-assisted 
suicide, we can miss those myste-
rious but privileged moments that 
invite us to become more resplen-
dently human, with all the mess-
iness, awkwardness and agonies 
that are invariably part of that 
process. 

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doc-
toral work at Harvard. He is a 
priest of the diocese of Fall River, 
Mass., and serves as the director of 
education at The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. 

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center
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Church, archdiocese committed to creating safe environments

Recently, the movie “Spot-
light” was released throughout 
the United States. The movie 
portrays the 2002 Boston Globe 
investigation into allegations of 
child sexual abuse in the Cath-
olic Church.  Regrettably, the 
allegations were a painful reality 
for many.  

  Today, the movie is likely to remind victims 
of the pain and suffering they have endured 
at the hands of someone they had every right 
to trust, a member of the Catholic priesthood. 
Recently, in speaking to victims of abuse Pope 
Francis said, “Words cannot fully express my 
sorrow for the abuse you suffered.”

 This is certainly the sentiment of every faith-
ful Catholic, priest and bishop. We continue 
to pray for the victims’ healing from what they 
endured at the hands of trusted adults.

 We have learned a great deal since 2002, 
and the Church has made many changes in 
response. It has been 12 years since the Char-
ter for the Protection of Children was approved 
in Dallas. The charter is a comprehensive set 
of procedures established by the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops to address allegations 
of sexual abuse of minors by Catholic clergy. 
It also includes guidelines for reconciliation, 
healing, accountability and prevention of future 
acts of abuse.

 The charter directs action in all the following 
matters:

▪ Creating a safe environment for children 
and young people;
▪ Healing and reconciliation for victims and 

survivors;
▪ Making prompt and effective response to 

allegations;
▪ Cooperating with civil authorities;
▪ Disciplining offenders.
 Since 2003, an annual report has been pub-

lished on the progress made in 
implementing the procedures of 
the charter. Those reports, based 
on annual independent audits, 
tell us progress has been made.

 This fall, the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City had an on-
site audit from an independent 
group. The auditors did an 
in-depth and thorough study of 
our policies and procedures for 
implementing our Safe Environ-
ment protocol.

 They visited four parishes 
and interviewed the pastors, 
principals and safe environment 
facilitators. For some, they pe-
rused safe environment records 
to verify that the protocol of the 
archdiocese was indeed being 
implemented at the local level. In 
addition, archdiocesan personnel 
responsible for oversight of our 
archdiocesan Safe Environment 
Program, including Archbishop 

Coakley, were extensively interviewed.
 In their initial report, the auditors praised 

the archdiocese and the parishes for their ef-
forts to provide safe environments and to follow 
the protocols set forth to protect young people. 

 The Church has made progress in dealing 
with the serious issue of abuse, and we must 
continue to be vigilant. We pledge as a Church 

and as an archdiocese to con-
tinue to protect and heal, to 
educate children and adults so 
that together we may protect our 
children and vulnerable adults.

Archbishop Coakley asks for 
your continued help, support 
and prayers as we promote heal-
ing and reconciliation with vic-
tims/survivors of sexual abuse, 
respond to allegations of sexual 
abuse, and protect the faithful in 
the future. 

 We humbly invite anyone who 
may have experienced abuse to 
please come forward. To watch 
a Safe Environment video from 
the USCCB, go online to https://
youtu.be/b6cW4YUsTlA.

 Sister Catherine Powers is Safe 
Environment coordinator for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

By Sister Catherine Powers

Resources
If you are a victim or know 
of abuse, contact:
Oklahoma Department of 
Human Services Abuse 
Hotline
(800) 522-3511
 
If archdiocesan personnel 
are involved, also contact:
Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City Hotline
(405) 720-9878
 
Safe Environment resourc-
es in English, Spanish and 
Vietnamese:
www.archokc.org/
abuse-of-minors-pastoral-
response/archdiocese-
safe-environment-home

Sister Eunice (Marie Gerard) 
Ballmann, O.S.B., 88, a Benedic-
tine sister of Mount Saint Scholas-
tica in Atchison, Kan., died Dec. 
12, at the monastery. 

Sister Eunice was born March 
6, 1927, the fi rst of six children 
of August and Agnes Bange Ball-
mann. She grew up in Elsberry, 
Mo., attending high school in Saint 
Louis while working in a Catholic 
hospital. 

She entered Saint Joseph Mon-
astery in 1947 in Guthrie, and her 
sister, Sister Marie, would follow. 
She earned a college degree in 
elementary education and taught 
primary grades in Catholic schools 
for 41 years.

In 1968, she became part of the 
newly founded Red Plains Mon-
astery in Oklahoma City (later 
Piedmont). With graduate work 
in education and religious stud-
ies, she continued teaching and 
directing religious education, and 
became oblate director in 1991. In 

2007, she came to Atchison as her 
community joined the Mount Saint 
Scholastica community. 

  Memorials may be sent to 
Mount Saint Scholastica or made 
online at www.mountosb.org.

Sister Eunice Ballmann, O.S.B.                                                  
Sister Evarista Durler, A.S.C., 

a professed Adorer of the Blood of 
Christ for 82 years, died Dec. 12, 
in Wichita, Kan. She was 99.

She was born Aug. 13, 1916, 
the fi rst child of Engelbert and 
Stephanie (Habiger) Durler, and 
baptized Juliana Marie at Saint 
John the Baptist Church in 
Spearville, Kan.

She was taught by Adorers at 
the parish grade school, which 
infl uenced her decision to enter 
their community in 1931.

She graduated high school from 
Saint John’s Academy in Wichita 
in 1936, pronounced fi rst vows 
in August 1933, and fi nal vows 
fi ve years later. She attended 
Sacred Heart College (now New-
man University) and fi nished her 
bachelor’s degree in English in 
1948 at Mount Saint Scholastica 
College in Atchison, Kan. In 1969, 
she earned a master’s degree in 
elementary education at Oklaho-
ma State University.

She taught, tutored or served 

as principal or paraprofessional 
in the classroom for 66 years in 
Kansas and Oklahoma.

Donations in her memory may 
be made online at www.adorers.
org or by mailing them to Adorers 
of the Blood of Christ, U.S. Region 
Mission Center, 4233 Sulphur 
Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109.

Sister Evarista Durler, A.S.C.

Sr. Catherine 
Powers

Pope recognizes miracle needed to declare Mother Teresa a saint

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope Francis has approved a miracle attribut-
ed to the intercession of Blessed Teresa of Kolkata, thus paving the way 
for her canonization. Pope Francis signed the decree for Blessed Teresa’s 
cause and advanced three other sainthood causes Dec. 17, the Vatican 
announced. Although the date for the canonization ceremony will be 
offi cially announced during the next consistory of cardinals in February, 
Archbishop Rino Fisichella, president of the Vatican offi ce organizing 
the Holy Year of Mercy events, had said it would be Sept. 4. That date 
celebrates the Jubilee of workers and volunteers of mercy and comes the 
day before the 19th anniversary of her death, Sept. 5, 1997. The pos-
tulator for her sainthood cause, Father Brian Kolodiejchuk of the Mis-
sionaries of Charity, said the second miracle that was approved involved 
the healing of a now 42-year-old mechanical engineer in Santos, Brazil. 
Doctors diagnosed the man with a viral brain infection that resulted in 
multiple brain abscesses, the priest said in a statement published Dec. 
18 by AsiaNews, the Rome-based missionary news agency. Blessed Teresa of Kolkata in an undated photo. CNS photo courtesy 

Catholic Press Photo.
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Foundation scholarship aids family with Catholic education

For Tony and Christy Gianino 
of Norman, providing a Catholic 
education for their children was 
an important priority as well as 
an overwhelming fi nancial bur-
den. The rising cost of private 
education tuition combined with 
outstanding student loans made 
the effort to send their four chil-
dren to Catholic schools more 
challenging.

The Gianino children – Hannah, 
13; A.J., 11; Noah, 8; and Ca-
leb, 6 – have attended All Saints 
Catholic School in Norman with 
the help of generous assistance 
from Saint Mark the Evangelist 
Church and the Catholic Schools 
Opportunity Scholarship, awarded 
through the Catholic Foundation 
of Oklahoma.

Christy Gianino, a second-grade 
teacher at All Saints, was ecstat-
ic to learn that her children had 
been awarded the scholarship.

“I love where I work, and that’s 
where I want my kids to be. It 
takes a village to raise a child, 
and we are honored, privileged 
and proud to claim All Saints as 
part of our village.”

Tony Gianino, an instructor at 
the postal training center, attend-
ed Catholic schools growing up, 
and both he and Christy wanted 
the same for their children.

“Sending our children to Cath-
olic school is a way to share our 
faith with them – not just within 
our family but in the community 
as well.”

The Gianinos wanted the Cath-
olic faith to be engrained in their 
children’s lives, not just through 
their own teaching, but from other 
sources as well.

“When they grow up, we want 
them to always be able to fi nd a 
home in the Catholic Church,” 
Christy explained.

The Catholic Schools Oppor-
tunity Scholarship fund, with 
the guidance and approval of the 
archdiocesan superintendent of 
Catholic schools, accepts appli-
cations from Catholic students 
who have been nominated for this 
scholarship by their principal. The 
scholarships are income-based.

“With the help of this scholar-
ship, we don’t have to question 
whether or not we not we can 
afford to send them to Catholic 
school, the help is there. I can 
work in the same place my chil-
dren attend school, and give to 
my own kids just as I give to the 
other kids in the school. Without 
this scholarship, I wouldn’t be 

able to do that,” Christy Gianino 
said.

The Gianinos also touted the 
importance of having a sense of 
belonging to the Catholic com-
munity, and intertwining their 
Catholic faith in their daily lives, 
in addition to attending Mass on 
Sundays. 

“Having the kids attend All 
Saints is so nice, it serves as the 
village we need to help further our 
kids’ understanding of the Catho-
lic faith,” Tony Gianino said. “All 
Saints is an extension of our fami-
ly, and everyone there is helping 
teach our kids the faith. It means 
the world to us that our kids are 
able to do this, from attending the 
school to everything else. We love 
everything about All Saints and 
I knew what it would mean to be 
able to provide this opportunity 
for our children!”

Dana Wade, principal at All 
Saints, called Christy’s ministry 
as a teacher a blessing to the 
school and students.

“The Gianinos have been part 
of the All Saints family for almost 
15 years, since before they even 
had children! I am so glad that 
they have chosen Catholic edu-
cation for their family, and that 
the Catholic Schools Opportunity 
Scholarship has made this possi-
ble,” Wade said.

The Gianinos met in the liturgi-
cal choir at the University of Notre 
Dame, while Tony was a student 
at Notre Dame and Christy was a 
student at Saint Mary’s.

“Our faith is a big part of our 
lives, and without it we wouldn’t 
be who we are,” Christy Gianino 
said. “It is our hope that with our 
family, parish and school working 
together, our children will devel-
op the faith to trust in God’s plan 
for them and allow Him to work 
through them to serve others.”

Sally Linhart is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.

By Sally Linhart
For the Sooner Catholic

For more informa-
tion about need-
based scholar-
ships for Catholic 
schools and how 
you can help, call 
the scholarship 
fund offi ce at 
(405) 721-4115 or 
go online at www.
cfook.org.

Top, the Gianino family. Above, Fr. Jim Goins visits with All Saints students, includ-
ing a young Gianino. Photos provided.

Suppor ng Need-Based Tui on Assistance 

For Catholic Students to a end Catholic Schools in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 

 

Donate today! 

Tax Deduc ble Gi s of any amount can be made online:  www.cfook.org 
Or mail dona ons to: Catholic Schools Opportunity Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 32180, OKC 73123 
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Holy Doors opened throughout archdiocese

Above, Archbishop Coakley and Fr. John Metzinger 
pray before opening the Holy Door at The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City, Dec. 13. 
Left, a family enters the Holy Door. Photos Cara Koenig.

Below, Fr. Long Phan blesses the Holy Door at St. 
Wenceslaus in Prague, home of the National Shrine to 
the Infant Jesus of Prague. Hundreds of parishioners 
and pilgrims attended the unsealing of the Holy Door. 
Photo provided.

Holy Doors in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City:
1. The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, OKC
2. Saint Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC
3. National Shrine of the Infant Jesus of 
Prague, Prague
4. Holy Cross, Madill
5. Saint Mary, Ponca City
6. Saint Gregory’s Abbey, Shawnee
7. Saint Peter, Woodward
8. Blessed Sacrament, Lawton

More information on the Year of Mercy 
homepage: www.archokc.org/year-of-mer-
cy/jubilee-year-of-mercy-home.
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Poet says journey to Catholicism, quest to see Vermeer’s art led to joy

CAMDEN, N.J. – 
After his parents 
divorced, Michael 
White briefl y lived 
with his mother, but 
she would regularly 

make him ask his father to “take” him.
“She’d dial his number,” he recalls, “then 

hand over the heavy black receiver. He always 
said: ‘Tell her no.’”

So, when Michael turned 
13, his fi nancially struggling 
mother simply dropped him off 
outside his father’s house and 
left him there, speeding away 
despite his protests. His father 
wasn’t home and the boy sat 
on the curb for hours waiting 
for him.

Now, an established poet and 
professor at the University of North Carolina 
at Wilmington, White recounts this episode 
from his childhood in his recently published 
memoir, “Travels in Vermeer.” The slim volume, 
in which he chronicles his yearlong transcon-
tinental quest to see all the known paintings 
– fewer than three dozen – by the Dutch mas-
ter Johannes Vermeer, has met with critical 
praise, even landing on the prestigious “Edi-
tor’s Choice” list in The New York Times Book 
Review.

In addition to his Vermeer quest, White also 
tells tales of his childhood; his alcoholism (“I 
was a classic, low-bottom drunk”) and recov-
ery; his experiences with Match.com; his fi rst 
wife, who died of cancer; and his divorce from 
his second wife and their bitter child custody 
battle.

Despite her abandonment of him, White 
expresses no bitterness toward his mother and 
even includes some memories that involve her.

Not long after he met Jackie, his fi rst wife, 
she became ill, and White cared for her 
through the mastectomies and reconstruction, 
chemotherapy and radiation, and attempted 
bone marrow transplant. When they married 
after several years as a couple, she was frail, 
walking with a cane and had less than a year 

to live. She was 41 when she died.
Grieving, White sought spiritual help at Sa-

cred Heart Catholic Church in his hometown of 
Columbia, Mo.

“I had gone there myself as a child for a cou-
ple of years, at my recently divorced mother’s 
somewhat puzzling insistence – no one in my 
family was Catholic, or had even been bap-
tized,” White explained. “It was still the only 
church where I’d even remotely felt at home.”

Recalling going to Mass with his mother and 
siblings and stopping on the way home for 
cherry phosphates, he writes, “We were never 
more a family than on those Sunday morn-
ings.”

White’s conversations with a kind nun at the 
parish led to his attending sessions of the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults program, being 
baptized and fi nding “joy in the process.”

White also writes about the joy he felt on 

seeing the work of Vermeer, whose paintings 
include “Girl With a Pearl Earring,” “The Milk-
maid,” “View of Delft” and “Allegory of Faith.”

The joy of both experiences was similar, he 
said in an e-mail exchange with the Catholic 
Star Herald, the newspaper of the Diocese of 
Camden.

“It is the joy that surprises – perhaps joy 
always surprises – with its power. It is amazing 
that we have such wellsprings with us and are 
so unaware of them.”

But, while his appreciation of art and his 
spiritual growth both led to joy, he comes to 
them differently. Paint on canvas produces an 
epiphany, even a physical sensation. Viewing 
“The Milkmaid,” he feels “a shiver all the way 
up and down my spine.”

In contrast, he describes his spiritual journey 
as a deliberate and gradual type of conversion 
experience.

“In AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) this is some-
thing that we discuss frequently; it is empower-
ing to understand that we can change our ori-
entation to the world by thought and especially 
by deed,” he said. “Of course, we are grateful 
for the gift however it is received.”

White speaks frequently of gratitude. Even 
in discussing Jackie’s sickness and death, he 
says that the power of faith can lead to accep-
tance and “even a kind of gratitude in response 
to suffering.”

Connecting gratitude and suffering may 
sound contradictory, but White, a poet, ex-
pects no less from a life of faith. He said he was 
attracted to Catholicism for several reasons, 
including the example of Catholic activists he 
has known and its rich history and cross-cul-
tural appeal. But, he added, “I think ultimately 
choice of faith isn’t a thought process but a 
deeper calling.”

And of the childhood church where he sought 
spiritual comfort and understanding as a man, 
after years of emotional hardship and sickness 
and the loss of his wife?

“I still regard that little church with reverence 
and wonder,” he said. “Often, when I am back 
in Columbia, I go to Mass there, and some-
times just go in and sit quietly.”

Peters is managing editor of the Catholic Star 
Herald, newspaper of the Diocese of Camden.

By Carl Peters 
Catholic News Service 

Michael White

Middle school classes at St. James the Great-
er School made a total of 48 fleece baby blan-
kets to donate to Birth Choice this month. Be-
fore starting the service project, each student 
said a prayer for the baby that would use 
their blanket. Ruth Blakely of Birth Choice 
(left) accepted the blankets from the middle 
school House Captains and Principal Alicia 
Vazquez. Photo provided.

Students make blankets for Birth Choice Serving the homeless at Christmas time

Each year, middle school students and teens in confir-
mation preparation at St. John the Baptist in Ed-
mond collect goody bags for the homeless in OKC. The 
effort began 10 years ago with 12 bags and has grown 
to as many as 300. These bags are then delivered on 
Christmas Day by Rick Swyden, founder of Hot Dogs 
for the Homeless. Photo provided.
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A Very Giving Christmas from Catholic Charities

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City partnered with Sunbeam 
Family Services this month to provide 
Christmas gifts to local families. Catho-
lics throughout the area donated new toys 
and gifts to stock St. Nick’s Shoppe. Fami-
lies picked out gifts for their children, and 
volunteers helped wrap and load the gifts. 
Top middle, a family looks at bicycle hel-
mets. Bottom middle, families shop at a 
display of super heroes and action figures. 
Photos Cara Koenig.

Parishes throughout archdiocese hold Guadalupe celebrations

Students at All Saints School in Norman 
acted out the story of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe. Matachines dancers also performed. 
Photos Theresa Bragg.

In Enid, parishioners put on a Guadalupe play. 

St. Catherine of Siena in Pauls Valley cele-
brated with dancing. 

“Bambinelli Sunday” at 
St. Francis of Assisi 

On the Third Sunday of Advent, 
children at St. Francis of Assisi in 
Oklahoma City were invited to bring 
the baby Jesus from their manger 
scenes at home to be blessed during 
all Masses. Father William Novak, 
pastor, brought the Italian tradition 
to the parish this year as a way to 
emphasize the connection between 
what is celebrated at church and what 
is taught in the home. It is called 
“Bambinelli Sunday” to commemorate 
the blessing of Gesu Bambino (baby 
Jesus).  

Mount students remember teacher with donation
The Mount St. Mary Student Council presented a donation check for 
$2,707 to Catholic Charities on behalf of their beloved teacher, Tom Car-
ter, who passed away in 2014. Karen Carter, principal at Christ the King, 
and Patrick Raglow, executive director of Catholic Charities, accepted the 
donation Dec. 17. Photo provided.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

En uno de nuestros villancicos más queridos 
cantamos el estribillo alegre, “Venid, adore-
mos.” 

La Navidad invita a todos los fi eles a un ren-
ovado espíritu de adoración y asombro ante el 
misterio que celebramos: el Verbo se ha hecho 
carne. Dios se ha convertido en un hombre na-
cido de la Virgen María. Su nombre es Jesús. 
Él ha nacido para nosotros y para nuestra 
salvación en el silencio y la pobreza del establo 
de Belén.

La humildad de Dios que está representada 
de manera conmovedora en el pesebre evoca 
asombro y trae a nuestros corazones inqui-
etos al silencio antes de un gran e inesperado 
regalo. El Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica en-
seña: “Nadie, pastor o un hombre sabio, puede 
acercarse a Dios aquí abajo sino arrodillándose 
ante el pesebre de Belén y adorando a Dios 
escondido en la debilidad de un niño recién 
nacido.” (CIC 563)

En los hermosos relatos evangélicos de la 
temporada de Navidad, los ángeles anuncian el 
nacimiento de Jesús con nuevas de gran gozo. 
Los pastores, por su parte, glorifi can y alaban 
a Dios por todo lo que tienen el privilegio de ver 
y oír. La estrella guía los tres hombres sabios 
que traen sus regalos de lejos y rendir homena-
je al Rey recién nacido. José está misteriosa y 
poderosamente en silencio. Y María refl exiona 
sobre todas estas cosas en su corazón. El mis-
terio de Belén nos invita a la adoración.

Es signifi cativo que Belén, el lugar del na-
cimiento de Jesús, signifi ca “casa del pan”. 
Jesús viene a alimentar el mundo, dando a 
sí mismo por la vida del mundo. Años más 
tarde se proclama: “Yo soy el pan de vida.” 

Jesús sigue dando a sí mismo por nosotros y 
por nuestra salvación cada vez que el miste-
rio pascual se celebra en la Misa. Él continúa 

para alimentar-
nos en la Santa 
Comunión y para 
habitar entre no-
sotros realmente 
presente en el 
Santísimo Sacra-
mento.

Para los cris-
tianos, Belén es 
nuestra primera escuela. La escuela de Belén 
nos invita a aprender la lección de adoración y 
humildad. Comienza en el pesebre donde María 
es nuestro maestro. Al meditar con ella el mis-
terio de la Palabra hecha carne, nos encontra-
mos con que nuestra hambre de la Eucaristía 
y nuestro deseo de encuentro y de adorar a 
Jesús se profundiza.

A medida que nos sentimos atraídos más 
profundamente en la amistad con Jesús a 
través de nuestra participación regular en la 
Eucaristía, nuestra vida se vuelve eucarística 
cada vez más. Nuestro encuentro con la Miseri-
cordia de Dios nos llena de alegría y gratitud. 
Descubrimos que lo que hemos recibido como 
un don tenemos que dar como regalo. Nos con-
vertimos en discípulos misioneros de la miseri-
cordia para los demás.

Todos estos misterios convergen muy bien 
en la liturgia eucarística, la Misa, que es la 
fuente y cumbre de nuestra vida. Al celebrar 
el nacimiento de Cristo en esta temporada de 
Navidad, tenga la seguridad de mis oraciones 
por ustedes y sus seres queridos a lo largo del 
año nuevo.

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Venid, adoremos

El árbol de Navidad es visto como Papa Francisco dirige 
el Ángelus de la ventana de su estudio con vistas a la 
Plaza de San Pedro. Foto CNS/Paul Haring.

Itinerario del viaje del papa Francisco a México en febrero
CIUDAD DEL VATICANO -- He 

aquí el itinerario del viaje del papa 
Francisco a México del 12 al 17 de 
febrero de 2016. Los horarios enu-
merados son locales, con la Hora 
de Verano entre paréntesis. Los 
lugares que el papa visitará están 
en la Hora Central, excepto Ciudad 
Juárez, que está en la Hora de la 
Montaña.

Viernes 12 de febrero (Roma, Ciu-
dad de México)

12:30 a.m. (6:30 a.m.) -- Salida 
de Aeropuerto Roma Fiumicino.

7:30 p.m. (8:30 p.m.) -- Llegada 
a Aeropuerto Internacional Benito 
Juárez, Ciudad de México.

Sábado 13 de febrero (Ciudad de 
México)

9:30 a.m. (10:30 a.m.) -- Cere-
monia de bienvenida en el Palacio 
Nacional. Visita de cortesía al pres-
idente Enrique Peña Nieto.

10:15 a.m. (11:15 a.m.) -- En-
cuentro con autoridades, sociedad 
civil y cuerpo diplomático.

11:30 a.m. (12:30 p.m.) -- En-
cuentro con obispos de México en 
la catedral.

5 p.m. (6 p.m.) -- Misa en la 
Basílica de Nuestra Señora de Gua-
dalupe

Domingo 14 de febrero (Ciudad 
de México, Ecatepec, Ciudad de 
México)

9:20 a.m. (10:20 a.m.) -- Traslado 
en helicóptero a Ecatepec.

10:30 a.m. (11:30 a.m.) -- Misa 
en área del Centro de Estudios de 
Ecatepec.

12:50 p.m. (1:50 p.m.) -- Traslado 
en helicóptero a Ciudad de México

1:10 p.m. (2:10 p.m.) -- Llegada a 
Ciudad de México 

4:30 p.m. (5:30p.m.) -- Visita 
Hospital Pediátrico Federico Gómez

6 p.m. (7 p.m.) -- Encuentro con 
Mundo de la Cultura en Auditorio 
Nacional

Lunes 15 de febrero (Ciudad 
de México, Tuxtla Gutiérrez, San 
Cristóbal de Las Casas, Ciudad de 
México)

7:30 a.m. (8:30 a.m.) -- Vuelo a 
Tuxtla Gutiérrez.

9:15 a.m. (10:15 a.m.) -- Traslado 

en helicóptero a San Cristóbal de 
Las Casas.

10:15 a.m. (11:15 a.m.) -- Misa 
con comunidades indígenas en 
Centro Deportivo Municipal.

1 p.m. (2 p.m.) -- Almuerzo con 
representantes indígenas.

3 p.m. (4 p.m.) -- Visita a Cate-
dral San Cristóbal de Las Casas.

3:35 p.m. (4:35 p.m.) -- Traslado 
en helicóptero a Tuxtla Gutiérrez.

4:15 p.m. (5:15 p.m.) -- Encuen-
tro con familias en Estadio Víctor 
Manuel Reyna.

6:10 p.m. (7:10 p.m.) -- Vuelo a 
Ciudad de México.

8 p.m. (9 p.m.) -- Llegada a Ciu-
dad de México.

Martes 16 de febrero (Ciudad de 

México, Morelia, Ciudad de México)
7:50 a.m. (8:50 a.m.) -- Vuelo a 

Morelia.
10 a.m. (11 a.m.) -- Misa con 

Sacerdotes, religiosos, consagrados 
y seminaristas.

3:15 p.m. (4:15 p.m.) -- Visita a 
catedral.

4:30 p.m. (5:30 p.m.) -- Encuen-
tro con jóvenes en estadio José 
María Morelos y Pavón.

6:55 p.m. (7:55 p.m.) -- Vuelo a 
Ciudad de México.

8 p.m. (9 p.m.) -- Llegada a Ciu-
dad de México.

Miércoles 17 de febrero (Ciudad 
de México, Ciudad Juárez)

8:35 a.m. (9:35 a.m.) -- Vuelo a 
Ciudad Juárez.

10 a.m. (12 p.m.) -- Llegada a 
Aeropuerto Internacional Abraham 
González, Ciudad Juárez.

10:30 a.m. (11:30 a.m.) -- Visita a 
Centro Penitenciario Cereso.

12 p.m. (2 p.m.) -- Encuentro con 
Mundo Del Trabajo en Colegio de 
Bachilleres del Estado de Chihua-
hua.

4 p.m. (6 p.m.) -- Misa en área de 
feria de Ciudad Juárez.

7 p.m. (9 p.m.) -- Ceremonia de 
despedida en Aeropuerto Interna-
cional de Ciudad Juárez.

7:15 p.m. (9:15 p.m.) -- Vuelo al 
Aeropuerto Roma Ciampino.

Jueves 18 de febrero (Roma)
2:45 p.m. -- Llegada a Aeropuerto 

Roma Ciampino

Por Catholic News Service 

La gente de los Estados Unidos y México participan en una Posada el 20 de diciembre 
en Nogales, México. El evento anual en manos del Kino Border Initiative y Dioceses 
Without Borders reflexionó en las luchas de los migrantes y sus familias. Foto CNS/
Nancy Wiechec.
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La Sagrada Familia de Nazaret en el centro de la época Navideña
La familia de la misericordia

No es fácil la vida familiar y matrimonial. No 
importa la época, o el país, vivir en una comu-
nidad de vida y amor, según la voluntad de 
Dios, es una laboriosa lucha cuesta arriba.

Los problemas y las dudas comienzan des-
de el noviazgo.  ¿Es esta la persona para mí? 
¿Realmente amo a esta persona? ¿Esta per-
sona me ama a mí? ¿Me será fi el? ¿Podremos 
los dos formar un hogar? ¿Será nuestro futuro 
hogar un lugar donde Dios está presente y es 
honrado?

Ya después de la boda las dudas y problemas 
continúan. ¿Puedo ser fl exible y vivir con tran-
quilidad en mi matrimonio y familia a pesar de 
las pequeñas imperfecciones de cada día? ¿Po-
dré perseverar con mi pareja o seré de aquellos 
que buscan huir tan pronto me lleguen las 
dudas o las difi cultades?  ¿Seremos acogidos 
como familia en nuestros nuevos vecindarios? 
¿Tendremos dinero para pagar nuestras deu-
das y darles lo necesario a nuestros hijos? ¿Po-
dremos vivir tranquilamente en nuestro propio 
país o tendremos la necesidad de emigrar a 
otro país? ¿Tendremos buena comunicación en 
el matrimonio y con nuestros hijos? 

Y cuando lleguen los hijos, ¿Qué tipo de pa-
dre o madre seré? ¿Seré ejemplo y modelo para 
mis hijos? ¿Podré acercarlos a Dios? ¿Podré 
formar un hogar que sea como una pequeña 
Iglesia, escuela de amor y misericordia?  Si 
sucediese que mi pareja llegara a morir ¿podría 
yo a solas llevar mis hijos hacia delante? Cuan-
do mis hijos ya sean adultos, ¿podrán ellos 
todavía contar conmigo? ¿Podré yo contar con 
ellos en mi vejez?

Son muchas las dudas y preguntas que 
pueden surgir sobre la vida matrimonial y 
familiar, y por mi parte les puedo asegurar que 
no tengo todas las respuestas, pero si sé algo, 
la Sagrada Familia de Nazaret pasó por todo 
esto, y mucho más, y nos pueden servir de 
ejemplo.

Durante el noviazgo de María y José surgi-
eron dudas. Si Dios no le hubiese enviado un 
ángel, José seguiría con su plan de abandonar 
a María pues él estaba convencido de que le 
había sido infi el y que esperaba una criatura 
de otro hombre. El ángel le aclaró a José en 
sueños que la criatura que ella esperaba era 
por obra del Espíritu Santo y que era el Hijo de 
Dios.

La Sagrada Familia sufrió rechazos en diver-
sos vecindarios al no encontrar posada. Sufri-
eron pobreza al tener que nacer el niño Dios en 
un establo. Esta santa familia tuvo que huir a 
Egipto por la persecución política. Es por esta 
razón que el santo patrón de los emigrantes es 
la Sagrada Familia.

Comprobado en varios relatos de los evan-
gelios, podemos ver como esta familia experi-
mentó problemas en su habilidad de comuni-
carse entre ellos. El mejor ejemplo de la falta 

de comunicación es cuando se les pierde Jesús 
y al fi nal lo encuentran en el templo.

María y José fueron los modelos y primeros 
maestros de la fe y la oración para Jesús, este 
hogar fue una verdadera escuela de vida, amor 
y misericordia divina.  Al fi nal, después de la 
muerte de José, Jesús cuidó de María y ella lo 
acompañó hasta el pie de la cruz.

La vida matrimonial y familiar no es fá-

cil pero con la ayuda de Dios, con corazones 
llenos de amor y misericordia, y con mucha 
perseverancia durante los momentos difíciles 
y las diversas cruces, es posible triunfar como 
una comunidad de vida y amor.

Pidámosle a la Sagrada Familia en esta época 
navideña por nuestros matrimonios y familias. 
Sagrada Familia de Nazaret, ruega por nos- 
otros.

María y el niño Jesús en una pintura del siglo 17 por Il Sassoferrato. CNS/Bridgeman Art Library.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe

Celebraciones de Guadalupe en la arquidióce-
sis:

A la derecha, feligreses de Enid.

Foto superior, Sta. Catherine of Siena, Pauls 
Valley.

Foto inferior, Escuela de All Saints, Norman. 
Foto Theresa Bragg.
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Briefs
Substance addiction ministry

SAM will sponsor a 12-Step 
Spirituality Retreat, Saturday, 
Jan. 16, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, OKC. Sign 
in 8:30 a.m. Retreat speaker is Joe 
Froehle, spiritual director and fa-
cilitator of “Retreat in Daily Life” as 
well as a retired drug and alcohol 
counselor. There is no cost, but 
participants are asked to register 
with the Offi ce of Family Life, (405) 
721-8944. Lunch provided.

Spaghetti dinner
The Knights of Columbus Coun-

cil of St. Eugene is hosting its 
annual spaghetti and homemade 
Italian sausage meatball dinner on 
Saturday, Jan. 16, at 5:30 p.m. in 
Ross Hall, 2400 W. Hefner Rd. The 
dinner benefi ts Friends of Bolivia 
medical mission. Tickets are $10 
for adults; $5 for kids ages 6-12. 
Kids age 5 and under are free. 
Contact Steve Chastain at (405) 
470-2045.

Save the Date - Retreat for 
religious men and women

Come and hear Sr. Ann Shields, 
host of the popular radio program 

“Food for the Journey,” speak 
Saturday, Jan. 30 at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway, OKC; Mass with 
Archbishop Coakley at 9 a.m., live 
production of “St. Therese: Story 
of the Soul” at 3 p.m. Call (405) 
778-1107.

Save the date
The Women of Faith/Women of 

Action are having a Lenten Re-
treat on Saturday, March 5, at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center. Special 
guest speaker is Mother Miriam of 
the Lamb of God (formerly known 
as Sister Rosalind Moss). Contact 
Chris Thomas at (405) 306-5187, 
thomaschrisL@sbcglobal.net.

Walk where Jesus walked
Walk with bestselling Catholic 

author, Fr. Anthony Sortino, and 
Catholic missionary and record-
ing artist, Michael John Poirier 
and family, June 18-28. Includes 
Adoration and Holy Hours with Mi-
chael and his inspirational music 
in the Convent of Notre Dame and 
in the Garden of Gethsemane. Sail 
on the Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, 
Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Jordan 
Baptismal site, Nazareth, Mount 

of Temptation, Qumran, the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, Ein Karem and more. 
$4,599 pp dbl occ from OKC. $300 
pp deposit. Unitours, Inc. Call 
Melani Roewe, (405) 293-2003.   

Catholic shrines of Wisconsin
Unique pilgrimage Aug. 10-16, 

2016, of the Shrines of Wisconsin, 
including New Franken and the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help, 
the only Vatican-approved Mar-
ian apparition site in the United 
States. Wisconsin Dells River 
Cruise, tour of Marquette Univer-
sity, the Chapel of St. Joan of Arc, 
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Basilica of the National Shrine of 
Mary Help of Christians at Holy 
Hill, National Shrine of St. Philo-
mena, National Shrine of St. Jo-
seph at St. Norbert Abbey, Rudolfo 
Gardens, Dickeyville Grotto, Miller 
Brewery tour. $1,864 pp incl. 
roundtrip air from OKC. $450 pp 
deposit due March 1. Canterbury 
Pilgrimages and Tours. Contact 
Melani Roewe at (405) 293-2003.

God’s music is silence
Come to a silent retreat to ex-

plore your creativity and to get 
closer to our creative God in whose 

image we are made. Katie Gordy 
is facilitating a retreat from 9 a.m. 
Friday, March 4, to Noon Sunday, 
March 6, at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center. The retreat is open to men 
and women. Contact Katie Gordy 
at (405) 627-6954, ktgktg1213@
gmail.com.

Fr. Janocha to lead pilgrimage 
to Ireland

Fr. Carl William Janocha, St. 
Mary, Medford, will lead a pilgrim-
age to Ireland Nov. 2-12, 2016. 
The trip is $2,949 per person, 
including airfare from OKC, four-
star hotels, most meals and more. 
Sites include Waterford Area, 
Killarney, Galway, Connemara, 
Knock, Sligo and Dublin. High-
lights will be a tour of the Ring of 
Kerry, a visit to Blarney Castle and 
the opportunity to kiss the Blar-
ney Stone, Mass at the Church 
where the apparition of Our Lady 
of Knock occurred, a visit to the 
breathtaking Cliffs of Moher and 
the Book of Kells. A $400 deposit 
is required. Contact Fr. Janocha 
at (580) 395-2148; cwjanocha@
kanokla.net.

The state Education Department 
recently awarded a $300,000 grant 
to Good Shepherd Catholic School 
at Mercy, an Oklahoma City based 
school for children with autism. 

The grant will fund the OASIS 
Project in which Good Shepherd 
staff, faculty at the University of 
Central Oklahoma, and gradu-
ate students provide training and 
coaching for educators, adminis-
trators and parents at designated 
rural and urban schools in Okla-
homa. 

“For the past few years, we 
at Good Shepherd have worked 
with 15 to 30 children per year,” 
said Scott Singleton, the school’s 
clinical director and an assistant 
professor at UCO. “We are very 
pleased to receive this grant as 
it allows us to reach many more 
children with autism throughout 
Oklahoma.”

The training, which focuses on 
select urban and rural schools, 

started in mid-December and will 
involve practitioners of Applied 
Behavior Analysis (ABA), the meth-
odology recognized by the U.S. 
Surgeon General and the National 
Institutes of Health as the leading 
evidence-based treatment for chil-
dren with autism.  

The Good Shepherd Catholic 
School at Mercy is a collaborative 
project developed with support 
from the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City, Mercy Health Center and 
UCO.

The school opened in 2011 to 
serve children with ASD and other 
similar neurological disorders 
starting at age 2. It became a UCO 
model and demonstration site in 
2014, and utilizes UCO students 
in the BCBA Program. It is accred-
ited through eighth grade. 

For more information on Good 
Shepherd Catholic School at Mer-
cy, go online to www.gscsok.com.

State awards grant to Good Shepherd 
School to help children with autism 

SHAWNEE – The Don and 
Jenetta Sumner Fieldhouse was 
transformed into the North Pole 
recently as student athletes 
from Saint Gregory’s University 
welcomed 35 children from Her-
onville Elementary to campus 
for an early Christmas celebra-
tion. 

“This was so much more than 
I expected,” said Tiffany Olvera, 
kindergarten teacher from Her-
onville. “A lot of our kids don’t 
have a lot, so getting to come to 
a university and see where they 
could attend later in life, it was 
so heartwarming. This was a 
great day for our students.”

Each of the Cavalier teams 
adopted one of the children and 
accompanied them as they ate 
pizza, played games, decorated 
Christmas cookies, created a 
Christmas ornament and opened 
presents purchased for them 
by the students. Santa Claus 
even made a special appearance 
to read “Twas the Night Before 
Christmas.” 

Shannon Godfrey, a sopho-
more from Sapulpa and a mem-
ber of the SGU softball team, 
enjoyed seeing how much fun 
the children were having.

“Today is exactly what the 
Christmas season is all about – 
giving back to your community,” 
Godfrey said. “I just love seeing 
the smiles on all of the kids’ 
faces today. It has been so much 
fun for us to be able to hangout 
and celebrate Christmas with 
them.” 

Nick Hoffman, a senior base-
ball player from Roseville, Calif., 
remembered looking up to col-
lege athletes as a kid, and was 
excited to be a role model for the 
elementary students.

“This is such a great way for 
us, as college students, to be 
able to give back to these kids. 
It’s awesome to be like those 
people that I looked up to when 
I was their age,” Hoffman said. 
“Everyone on campus is in such 
high spirits this holiday season, 
and it was nice to be able to 
spend good, quality time sharing 
that spirit and having fun with 
these kids.”

St. Gregory’s student athletes celebrate 
Christmas with Heronville Elementary

Students at St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton Cath-
olic School in Edmond 
use Orff instruments 
as part of their music 
curriculum. The school 
received funding for the  
instruments from a 2015 
Pastoral Music and Fine 
Arts Grant from the 
Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma and the Bob-
bie Dean Little Trust. 
Photo provided.
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December

Feast of the Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph.

Feast of the Holy Innocents, 
martyrs.

Feast of St. Thomas Becket, 
bishop and martyr.

New Year’s Eve.

January

New Year’s Day. Solemnity 

of Mary, the Holy Mother of 
God. Holy Day of Obligation.

Feast of the Epiphany of the 
Lord.

Feast of St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m. at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center, C-2. 
Contact Toni Calvey at (405) 
630-0539, tonicalvey1900@
gmail.com or visit www.
SpiritOKC.org.

Devotion to the Precious 
Blood of Jesus, an unfailing 
means of tapping the inex-
haustible mercy of God from 
the source of our salvation. 
9 p.m. to 12:30 a.m., St. 
James, 4201 S. McKinley Ave. 
(405) 420-2527.

The Oblates of St. Benedict of 
Mt. St. Scholastica meet at St. 
Charles Borromeo, Rm. A/B. 
Oblates meet Noon to 2 p.m., 
with newcomers meeting 
from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. Contact 
Judith Martin at (405) 635-

5665, jmmartinosb@yahoo.
com.

Bingo at St. Paul the Apos-
tle, Del City. Doors open at 6 
p.m. Indian tacos and other 
concessions available. Mini-
games begin at 6:30 p.m. 
Regular session at 7 p.m.

Feast of the Baptism of the 
Lord.

Charismatic Healing Mass, 
5:30 p.m., Immaculate Con-
ception, 3901 S.W. 29, OKC.

Jobs Box
Activity coordinator 

Saint Ann Retirement Center is 
looking for a high energy, creative 
person to fi ll an immediate open-
ing for activity coordinator. Medi-
cal insurance paid in full. Contact 
the offi ce at (405) 721-0747. Fax: 
(405) 721-0492 7501 W. Britton 
Road, OKC.

Assistant professor of 
psychology/counseling 

St. Gregory’s University seeks 
qualifi ed applicants for a nine-
month tenure track position in 
psychology/counseling, beginning 
August 2016. Faculty members 
will teach in the undergraduate 
and/or graduate program in pro-
fessional counseling. Send letter of 
application, including statement of 
how qualifi cations are met, curric-
ulum vita, transcripts and contact 

information for three professional 
references to Human Resources 
Department, St. Gregory’s Univer-
sity, 1900 W. MacArthur Drive, 
Shawnee, OK 74804. Application 
materials may be sent electronical-
ly to hr@stgregorys.edu or via mail 
service.

FIDE associate 
FIDE (Faith Integration, Devel-

opment and Evangelization) is 
responsible for integrating Catholi-
cism, recruiting Catholic students, 
liaison with various diocesan 
offi ces and youth groups while 
working with St. Gregory’s Univer-
sity offi ces to promote an authenti-
cally Catholic atmosphere. Duties 
of an associate include facilitating 
weekly campus ministry events 
and coordinating annual Catholic 
High School Conference. Applicant 

must have a bachelor’s degree and 
be a practicing Catholic in good 
standing. To apply: www.stgrego-
rys.edu/about-us/employment.

Mailroom coordinator
The mailroom coordinator, St. 

Gregory’s University, is responsible 
for the incoming and outgoing mail 
as well as the organizational tasks 
involved with outside mail service 
companies, and coordination with 
internal departments. Other duties 
include coordinating reservations 
of rooms on campus and summer 
camp schedule. To apply: www.
stgregorys.edu/about-us/employ-
ment. 

Maintenance opening 
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 

School, Kingfi sher, has an open-
ing for a part-time maintenance 

person. The work is for fi ve 
hours a day, Monday through 
Friday. Multiple tasks include 
janitorial, set-up/break down 
of equipment, some small lawn 
tasks and general maintenance. 
Contact Mr. Mateo at (405) 375-
4616, principal@stspeterandpaul.
org. Application packet at www.
archokc.org/multimedia/fi les/
doc_download/294-teacher-appli-
cation-packet.

Music director
St. Philip Neri, Midwest City, is 

seeking a director of music. Re-
sponsibilities include planning and 
coordination of music for three 
weekend masses, training and 
conducting adult choir; and over-
seeing the rehearsing of cantors 
for all masses. Contact Fr. Timo-
thy Fuller, (405) 737-4476.  
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Holy Family of Nazareth in center of Christmas season

Married life and family life are not easy. No 
matter the time, or the country, living in a 
community of life and love, according to the 
will of God, is a laborious uphill struggle.

Problems and doubts begin while the couple 
is just dating. Is this person for me? Do I really 
love this person? Does this person love me? 
Will he/she be faithful? Can we both make a 
good home? Will our future home be a place 
where God’s presence is honored?

And, after the wedding, the doubts and 
problems continue. Can I be fl exible and live in 
peace in my married and family life despite the 
many small imperfections of each day? Can I 
stick with my partner or will I be one of those 
seeking to fl ee as soon as the doubts or diffi -
culties arise? Will our family be welcomed in 
our new neighborhood? Will we have money to 
pay our debts and have what is necessary for 
our children? Can we live peacefully in our own 
country or will we have the need to migrate to 
another country? Will we have good commu-
nication skills in our marriage and with our 
children?

And, when the children arrive, what kind of 
parent will I be? Will I be a good example for 
my children? Can I bring them closer to God? 
Can I make a home that is like a small church, 
a school of love and mercy? If it should happen 
that my spouse were to die, could I raise my 
children by myself? When my children grow 
up and become adults, will they still be able to 
count on me? Will I be able, in my old age, to 
count on them?

There are many doubts and questions that 
may arise about marriage and family life, and 
for my part I can assure you that I do not have 
all the answers, but I know one thing, the Holy 
Family of Nazareth went through all of this, 
and a lot more, and they can be an example for 
us. 

During Mary and Joseph’s betrothal, doubts 
arose. If God had not sent him an angel, Jo-
seph would have continued with his plan to 
abandon Mary since he was convinced that she 
had been unfaithful and was expecting a child 
by another man. The angel said to Joseph in 
a dream that child was by the Holy Spirit and 
that the child was the Son of God.

The Holy Family suffered rejections in vari-
ous neighborhoods, remember, there was no 
room in the inn. They suffered poverty; baby 
Jesus was born in a stable. This Holy Family 
fl ed to Egypt because of political persecution. It 
is for this reason that they are patron saint of 
migrants.

Proven in various gospel accounts, we can 
see how this family experienced problems in 
their ability to communicate. The best example 
of miscommunication is when Jesus was lost 
and later found in the temple.

Mary and Joseph were the fi rst examples and 
teachers of the faith and prayer to Jesus, this 
home was a school of life, love and divine mer-
cy. In the end, after the death of Joseph, Mary 
is taken care of by Jesus and she cared for and 
accompanied him all the way to the foot of the 
cross.

Marriage and family life is not easy, but with 

the help of God, with hearts full of love and 
mercy, and with perseverance during the diffi -
cult moments and the various crosses we must 
carry, it is possible to succeed as a community 
of life and love.

Let us ask the Holy Family during this hol-
iday season for our marriages and families – 
Holy Family of Nazareth, pray for us. 

By Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director of Hispanic Ministry

The family of mercy

Mary and the child Jesus are depicted in a 17th-century painting by Il Sassoferrato. CNS/Bridgeman Art Library.

continued from page 1
feast day in the 1600s to honor the Holy Fami-
ly of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 
Holy Innocents

The feast day of the Holy Innocents is Dec. 
28, when we honor the male children age 2 or 
younger who were slaughtered at the order of 
King Herod, who wanted to eliminate the child 
Jesus as a rival king (Matthew 2:16-18). Today, 

the feast day of the Holy Innocents also is a 
reminder of the slaughter of innocent children 
by abortion.  
Solemnity

Jan. 1, New Year’s Day, is the Solemnity, 
meaning dignifi ed and serious, of the Mother of 
God, which like Christmas Day is a holy day of 
obligation. New Year’s Day was established as 
the Solemnity of Mary in 1974 by Pope Paul VI 

in the Apostolic Letter “Marialis Cultus,” sub-
titled “The Right Ordering and Development of 
Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary.” 

The great joy of Christmastide is that the 
Word, who is God, became fl esh and dwells 
among us (John 1:14) and is in us, body, 
blood, soul and divinity, through the Holy Eu-
charist.

Christmastide


