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Go Make Disciples

Don’t miss 
St. John’s Bible 

exhibit at 
OKCMOA

Exhibit ends Jan. 8

continued on Page 8

VATICAN CITY – “When you pray 
before your Nativity scene with 
your parents, ask Baby Jesus to 
help us all love God and our neigh-
bor,” Pope Francis told children 
as he blessed the fi gurines of the 
Christ Child they will lay in their 
crèche this Christmas.

Gaudete Sunday is the third 
Sunday of Advent in the liturgical 
calendar of the Western Church. 
The day takes its name from the 
Latin word Gaudete (“Rejoice”), the 
fi rst word of the introit of the day’s 

Mass, taken from St. Paul’s Letter 
to the Philippians:

“Rejoice in the the Lord always; 
again I say, rejoice. Let all men 
know your forbearance. The Lord 
is at hand. Have no anxiety about 
anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God” (Phil. 4:4-6).

In his greetings after the An-
gelus, Pope Francis said: “Today 
my fi rst greeting is reserved for 

By Diane Montagna
Aleteia

The Saint John’s Bible and the 
Art of Illumination exhibit at the 
Oklahoma City Museum of Art is a 
“don’t miss” experience. 

The exhibit exceeds expectations 
with detailed video and presenta-
tions explaining the incredible pro-
cess used to create the illuminated 
work of art along with boards 
educating visitors on the history 
of the Bible, its Gospels and the 
unsuspected path to its creation.  

 The Saint John’s Bible is the 
fi rst illuminated, handwritten 
Bible of monumental size to be 
commissioned by a Benedictine 
monastery in the modern era. 

By Diane Clay
The Sooner Catholic

Thousands of children fi ll St. Peter’s Square 
for traditional “bambinelli” blessing

“Nativity scenes in churches, 
homes and in many public places 
are an invitation to make room 
in our lives and society for God 
… Let us be drawn, with a child-
like spirit, to the Nativity scene, 
for there we come to understand 
God’s goodness and contemplate 
his mercy, which became fl esh 
in order to make our gaze more 
tender.”

At the Sunday Angelus, Pope 
Francis also asked children to 
remember him in their prayers to 
Baby Jesus this Christmas, “as I 
remember you,” he said.

He then concluded: “One thing 
I would like to say to the children 
and young people: We want to hear 
you sing! Arrivederci and have a 
nice lunch! Sing!”

Diane Montagna is Rome cor-
respondent for Aleteia’s English 
edition. 

The Nativity scene is pictured in St. Peter's Square during a 
Christmas tree lighting ceremony at the Vatican Dec. 9. 
Photo Paul Haring/CNS 
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in the year 1223, 
inside a cave in Grec-
cio, Italy. It is believed 
he was fi rst inspired 
with this idea while 
on pilgrimage in the 

Holy Land, after visiting the hum-
ble stable in a Bethlehem cave 
that marks the historical place of 
Christ’s birth. It is thought that 
this event deepened his devotion 
to the Child Jesus who, though He 
was God, was born into the world 
in poverty, humility, and silence.

all the children and young people 
of Rome who have come for the 
traditional ‘bambinelli’ blessing, 
organized by parish oratories and 
Catholic schools.”

St. Francis of Assisi is credited 
with creating the fi rst 
Nativity scene 
on Christ-
mas Eve 

The saint would later 
tell a friend why he 
desired to create the 
fi rst Nativity scene in 
his town:

“I want to do some-
thing that will recall 

the memory 
of that Child 

who was born 
in Bethlehem, 

to see with bodily 
eyes the inconve-

niences of his infancy, 
how he lay in the manger, and 
how the ox and ass stood by.”

Pope Francis made a surprise 
visit to Greccio earlier this year, 
to pray at the site of the world’s 
crèche ahead of the Feast of the 
Epiphany.

On Friday, as the Vatican il-
lumined it’s 2016 Nativity scene 
in St. Peter’s Square, the pope 
refl ected on the importance of 
keeping a crèche in one’s home. 
He said:



By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

 To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

 Oklahoma hotlines for 
help during the holidays:

  2-1-1 is free and confi -
dential, 24 hours a day;

  Poison control, (800) 
222-1222;

  Rape, domestic violence 
hotline, (800) 522-SAFE 
(7233);

  Suicide hotlines, (800) 
273-TALK (8255), (800) 
SUICIDE (784-2433).

  Mental health, substance 
abuse, (800) 522-9054.

 For Mass times and 
parish locations, visit your 
parish website or go online 
to www.archokc.org and 
click Directory.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

My Christmas letter
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December 25, 2016 - January 8, 2017

Dec. 26 – Seminarian Christmas party, 6 p.m., St. John Nepomuk, Yukon

Jan. 2-6 – Region X Bishops’ Retreat, San Antonio

Jan. 6-7 – SEEK Conference, San Antonio

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As I write this message, we are drawing very near to the 
beautiful feast of Christ’s birth. I want to take this opportu-
nity to wish each of you a very blessed Christmas season. 

This time of year is fi lled with many celebrations and cus-
toms, which we observe with family, friends and loved ones. 
It is an especially rich time of year to celebrate with fellow 
believers. The liturgical celebrations of Christmas help us gaze more deeply 
into the wonder and mystery of the Incarnation. 

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Day), the Feast of the Holy Family (Dec. 
30), the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God (Jan. 1), the Epiphany of the 
Lord (Jan. 8) and the 
Baptism of the Lord 
(Jan. 9) unfold for us 
the mystery of God’s 
mercy-made-fl esh, 
so that we might 
savor more deeply its 
meaning for our lives 
and our world. 

The saints whose 
memorials and 
feasts we observe 
give us a vision of 
the holiness that 
is offered to all: 
Saint Stephen, the 
First Martyr (Dec. 
26), Saint John the 
Evangelist (Dec. 27) and The Holy Innocents (Dec. 28) are just a few of the 
wonderful saints whose feasts form a beautiful constellation of joy surround-
ing the radiant Star of Bethlehem!

Our secular culture will have grown weary of its version of Christmas by 
the time the presents are unwrapped and the sales after Christmas have run 
their course. For those who seek the true meaning of Christmas, however, 
the Christmas season is just beginning! It is unfolding and revealing its gifts 
throughout the sequence of beautiful feasts to come!

I hope you have had a blessed Advent. This Christmas day, as on every 
Sunday of the year, I will offer Mass for your intentions. Let us pray that our 
Christmas celebrations will renew in each of us a profound experience of the 
joy of the Gospel, of God’s inexhaustible mercy and a deep desire to know 
Jesus more intimately, so that we might love him more intensely and follow 
him more faithfully. God is with us! 

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Paul S. Coakley
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

     

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Feast of Mary, 
Mother of God

God our Father, may 
we always profi t by the 
prayers of the Virgin 
Mother Mary, for you 
bring us life and salvation 
through Jesus Christ her 
son, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.
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Pope names fi rst woman to head Vatican Museums

CELEBRATE LIFE RALLY AND MARCH 

1•14•2017
COLORADO STATE CAPITOL
200 E. Colfax Ave., Denver

Join thousands of people from all over the Rocky Mountain region in celebrating life! 
Celebrate the dignity of life at every stage and every age.

YOUTH RALLY PRIOR TO MARCH

1•14•2017
St. Elizabeth of Hungary

1060 St. Francis Way, Denver

More details to follow  
liferockymountains.org

QUESTIONS? 
Contact Alexa Forster at 720-799-9299 

aforster@ccdenver.org

SAVE THE DATE

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

Cristo Rey OKC names 
Alfredo Melchor Jr. as 
director of admissions

Cristo Rey Oklahoma City Cath-
olic High School announced this 
month that Alfredo Melchor Jr. will 
serve as the school’s fi rst director 
of admissions.

Prior to joining Cristo Rey OKC, 
Melchor served as a recruitment 
specialist and Hispanic outreach 
coordinator at Oklahoma State 
University – Oklahoma City. At 
OSU-OKC, he actively recruited 
Hispanic students from 27 area 
high schools. Under Melchor, 
Hispanic enrollment continually 
increased.

Melchor also has served as a 
bilingual media assistant for both 
Professional Golf Association (PGA) 
and Ladies Professional Golf As-
sociation (LPGA) events as well as 
an interpreter for the Oklahoma 
City-County Health Department.

Cristo Rey OKC President Re-
nee Porter said Melchor’s passion 
for education and commitment to 
diversity make him an ideal fi t at 
the school.

“Alfredo knows that education 
is the key to opportunity,” Porter 
said. “He also knows that dis-
seminating that message requires 
hard work and outreach. Alfredo 
is ready to engage our community 
and to help us develop a diverse 
and talented student body.”

Melchor said he looks forward 
to telling young students about 
the opportunities Cristo Rey can 
provide.

“Cristo Rey is offering a stepping 

stone to college and a great career 
that a lot of kids would never have 
the opportunity to pursue without 
this school’s assistance,” he said. 
“I’m working hard to get the word 
out and to make sure our children 
and their parents understand this 
opportunity is real and it is wait-
ing for them. I’m excited to help 
build this school from the ground 
up and even more excited about 
the impact it is going to have on 
young people in our community.”

Opening its doors in fall of 2017, 
Cristo Rey OKC exclusively will 
serve low and modest income fami-
lies in the Oklahoma City area. 
The school will be a member of 
the national Cristo Rey Network 
comprised of 32 Catholic, college 
preparatory high schools that 
serve more than 10,000 under-
served youth across 21 states and 
the District of Columbia. 

Alfredo Melchor Jr.

VATICAN CITY – Pope Francis has 
chosen, for the fi rst time, a woman to 
head the Vatican Museums.

Barbara Jatta, 54, is an Italian art 
historian and graphic arts expert, who 
had been serving as vice-director of 
the museums since June.

The Vatican announced the appoint-
ment Dec. 20.

She will begin her new role as direc-
tor of the museums Jan. 1, replacing 
77-year-old Antonio Paolucci, who had 
been director since 2007.

Each year, millions of people visit 
the Vatican Museums, which include 
the Sistine Chapel and more than 50 
different galleries. It is one of the largest museums in the world with 
200,000 objects in its collections – 20,000 of which are on public dis-

play – 27,000 square feet of frescoes, and 4.35 miles 
of exhibit space.

Jatta started working at the Vatican in 1996 when 
she was hired to head the Vatican Library’s depart-
ments of prints. In 2010, she was named curator of 
the artwork in the prints department at the library.

She has degrees in literature, archive adminis-
tration and art history, specializing in the history 
of drawing, engraving and graphic arts. She also 
taught history of graphic arts at the “Suor Orsola 
Benincasa” University in Naples. She is married and 
the mother of three children.
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Companions for the journey
All of us learn from our friends 

and family. We get tips on restau-
rants, doctors, service providers 
or best places to get this and that. 
I just sent a request to a friend 
for her pickled cucumbers recipe, 
and I am looking at colorful ori-
gami cranes that a CRS colleague 
taught me to make. Beyond gain-
ing knowledge and skills, I am 
struck by how people touch our 
lives with found impact, at times 
helping us grow as a human being 
or as a person of faith.

At a dinner with a classmate I 
had not seen for more than 40 
years, I told her that I would like 
to pick up Spanish in my retire-
ment, not so much to be 
fluent, but to be able to 
sing along at bilingual 
Masses. She shared that 
she has been teaching 
herself Spanish in the last 
few years since her son 
married a Panamanian 
girl whose first language is 
Spanish, even though she 
operates perfectly in En-
glish. My classmate wants 
to be able to relate to her 
daughter-in-law’s mother, 
who knows only Spanish, 
and to her grandson to en-
courage his dual heritage. 

Moreover, she told me 
that she is not self-con-
scious and will venture 
forth despite rudimentary vo-
cabulary, sentence construction 
and pronunciation. I was totally 
inspired by her commitment to 
know and engage her in-laws, her 
appreciation for the diverse eth-
nicity of her grandson, discipline 
in learning a new language and a 
desire so strong that overcomes 
our usual self-centered unease. 
She taught me what it means to 
welcome a new member into the 
family and showed that yes, even 

at our age, we could pick up a new 
language.

Days later, I was told that a for-
mer colleague donated her kidney 
to someone she did not know. A 
friend of mine participated in a 
donation program for his nephew, 
and my brother underwent a 
kidney transplant. But, I did not 
know any person who made it 
a priority to give a kidney to a 
stranger. In fact, I was told it was 
on her bucket list. 

Then, I wondered why more 
people don’t think about this, as 
organ donation is the ultimate 
statement of human bonded-
ness. At a reception soon after, I 

greeted an acquaintance who had 
cheered me on when I served as 
dean at the University of Notre 
Dame. Responding to the usual 
“How are you?” he spoke plainly 
and urgently of his current chal-
lenge. Recent cancer treatments 
had damaged his only kidney (the 
other one being lost more than 
30 years ago), and his wife and 
children did not match his blood 
type of “O.” I noted that mine is 
also “O.”

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School has 
received a $ 9,700 grant from The Westerman 
Foundation to purchase new equipment for the 
art program. 

Art teacher, Steve McConnell has been in-
structing McGuinness students in the world of 
fine arts for 42 years. More than 200 students 
take his course each year. The grant provides 
for a new kiln, three pottery wheels, a pug mill 
(a machine for mixing and working with clay) 
and six new easels. 

Dedicated to educating the “whole person,” 
Bishop McGuinness strives to offer its students 
a curriculum variety that allows the opportunity 
to pursue and develop their full potential.

The Westerman Foundation was established 
in 2000 by Laura Jane Westerman. The foun-
dation provides financial support to educational 
institutions with an emphasis on Catholic 
education, Christian-based organizations that 
promote family unity and values, and programs 
that provide assistance to the poor and the 
abused. 

Since 2000, the foundation has provided more 
than $5.4 million in grant funding to more than 
240 organizations across the United States. 

Bishop McGuinness receives Westerman Grant

About two years ago, when 
visiting with a CRS donor, I asked 
her what she plans to do when she 
retires from a very distinguished 
career. With seriousness and a 
twinkle in her eyes, she stated, 
“I want to do what will get me to 
heaven.”

We’ve become good friends in the 
years hence. A few days 
ago at her kitchen while 
chopping vegetables, she 
declared, “Carolyn, I have 
figured something out: it 
is not enough to work on 
me getting to heaven, we 
have to work on everyone 
getting to heaven.”  

Boy, I have been 
haunted by her first state-
ment, and now she has 
again raised the bar.

For the celebration of 
All Saints, let us remem-
ber how every one of us, 
by the way we live, is the 
mirror of the goodness 
in which God created us. 
We can make this good-
ness real and accessible, 

and inspire each other to live this 
out. Let us be companions on our 
journey to heaven. 

Dr. Carolyn Y. Woo is the pres-
ident & CEO of Catholic Relief 
Services, the official overseas 
humanitarian agency of the Cath-
olic community in the United 
States. This article is part of her on-
going monthly column, Our Global 
Family.

Dr. Carolyn 
Y. Woo

President and 
Chief Executive, 
Catholic Relief 

Services

Bishop McGuinness art teacher Steve McConnell supervises 
students during a demonstration.

Benedictine abbots elect head of 
Conception Abbey abbot primate
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How one young Ethiopian made 300 
Christian converts

BAHIR DAR, ETHIOPIA – A dis-
tant part of Ethiopia this month 
celebrated the baptisms of 300 
adult catechumens, youth and 
infants.

“Today when you receive this 
great Sacrament of Baptism you 
become sons and daughters of 
God, people of God and members 
of the Church; this brings great joy 
in heaven and great joy on earth 
for the entire Church,” Bishop Le-
sanu-Christos Matheos Semahun 
of the Bahir Dar-Dessie Ethiopian 
eparchy said in his homily.

The newly baptized bore candles 
and lit them as a sign of Christ’s 
light, the Catholic News Agency for 
Africa reported.

“We know what we trust in,” they 
sang to a congregation of their 
families, clergy, vowed religious, 
catechists and lay faithful.

Most of the newly baptized are 
of the Gumuz people, an ethnic 
group that mainly practices local 
traditional religions. They live in 
the Benishangul-Gumuz Region, 
more than 100 miles southwest of 
Bahir Dar.

The bishop recounted how 

Christianity came to the village of 
Banush: a local young man named 
Takel told Church authorities 
about the village and asked them 
to evangelize.

“The testimony of one young 
believer and the diligent efforts of 
the pastoral agents of the Catholic 
Church have brought 300 more 
children of God home,” he said. 
“However, there are still more of 
our brothers and sisters who have 
not yet received the Good News of 
the Lord, and, with God’s grace, 
we shall continue to shine the light 
of our Lord and spread the Good 
News.”

Bishop Lesanu-Christos and 
the newly baptized are part of the 
Ethiopian Catholic Church, an 
Eastern Church in communion 
with Rome that uses the Alexan-
drian rite. The Eparchy of Bahir 
Dar-Dessie is less than two years 
old.

“God is great, and God is a 
father to all of us,” the bishop said 
in his homily. “We say the Our 
Father prayer here and throughout 
the world, and this proves that we 
are all children of one God who 

created everyone equally and with 
the same human dignity.”

The Catholic Church first 
reached the Gumuz people 15 
years ago, thanks to the evan-
gelism of three Comboni Sisters: 
Sisters Jamilety, Tilda and Bertila.

Before Bishop Lesanu-Christos, 
along with six priests, baptized 

the 300, he blessed and installed 
a cross and a bell on the future 
site of a church at the request of 
locals. Others placed a cross at the 
community cemetery to signify the 
new Christian community.

In neighboring villages, there are 
more than 500 catechumens wait-
ing for baptism.

Catholic News Agency/EWTN

ROME – A room with a view of the dome of 
Saint Peter’s Basilica from a monastery atop 
the Aventine Hill is very nice, but Abbot Gre-
gory Polan knows he will miss his brother 
monks at Conception Abbey in Missouri very, 
very much.

The new room at the Rome monastery of 
Saint Anselm comes with Abbot Polan’s elec-
tion Sept. 10 as abbot primate of the world-
wide Benedictine Confederation, a network of 
men’s monasteries. 

The abbot primate is not the superior general 
of the Benedictine order because the mon-
asteries are independent. Instead, the abbot 
primate is called to represent the monks at 
international gatherings, promote the unity of 
the abbeys and priories around the world and 
serve as a liaison to the Vatican.

As abbot primate, he also becomes the abbot 
of Saint Anselm in Rome and chancellor of the 
Benedictine’s Pontifical Atheneum of Saint An-
selm and its Pontifical Liturgical Institute.

All of that means resigning as Conception 
Abbey’s abbot, a position he has held for al-
most 20 years.

The community life with its prayer times, 
liturgy, work, silence, communal meals and 
communal recreation drew him to the Missouri 
abbey surrounded by corn and soy fields. As a 
Benedictine, he vowed stability to that commu-
nity and will remain a member of the 58-mem-
ber Conception community even as he serves 
his term as abbot primate.

“This is tough,” he said. “I’m going to miss 
my community very much. I love them very 

much. I’ve worked with them for 20 years and 
we’ve accomplished many things together. It’s 
a very talented group of men and very gener-
ous, prayerful, sacrificial and good-hearted 
men.”

Abbot Polan, 66, expects to serve only a sin-
gle eight-year term as abbot primate. He will 
be 74 when his term is up and the Benedictine 
Confederation rules do not allow monks to 
choose a man over 75 as abbot primate.

A Scripture scholar and translator, he was 
studying Italian in 1996 and preparing to 
move to Saint Anselm as a professor. Instead, 
he was elected abbot of Conception Abbey. 
Although he describes his Italian as simply 
“fair,” he has been using it once a year when 
he has come to Rome to help with the Benedic-
tines’ annual 10-day course for those involved 
in formation.

He has done translations for the New Amer-
ican Bible and led the effort to complete a 
new translation of the Psalms, known as the 
Revised Grail Psalter, which the U.S. bishops’ 
have approved for use in the liturgy.

Abbot Polan was born Jan. 2, 1950, in Ber-
wyn, Ill. He entered the Benedictine novitiate 
at Conception Abbey in 1970 and professed his 
vows a year later. He studied at Saint John’s 
Abbey and University in Collegeville, Minn., 
and was ordained to the priesthood in 1977.

He did his doctoral studies in sacred Scrip-
ture at Saint Paul University in Ottawa and 
returned to Conception Abbey to teach courses 
in Old Testament and music.

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

Gumuz people in traditional dress. Photo Yohannes Wondirad.
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Professor Anthony Esolen is a 
bright jewel in the crown of Catho-
lic higher education in the United 
States, a scholar whose brilliant 
translation of, and commentary 
on, Dante’s “Divine Comedy” is 
appreciated far beyond the bound-
aries of Catholic literary and intel-
lectual life. 

Tony Esolen also is a wonder-
ful man, a scintillating spiritual 
writer, and a teacher who takes 
character formation as seriously 
as intellectual formation because 
he wants his students to be vir-
tuous and happy, not just smart 
and employable. If I were drafting 
a university-level Dream Team of 
instructors for my grandchildren, 
Tony Esolen would be a very high 
fi rst-round pick.  

So, why is Professor Esolen be-
ing persecuted at the school where 
he has taught for 25 years, Provi-
dence College?

Because he spoke his mind 
plainly on questions of great con-
sequence for the future of Catholic 
higher learning and got the PC 
Stormtroopers into an uproar. To 
make matters worse, the college’s 
administration has shown more 
sympathy to those determined to 
bully Esolen into silence than to 
one of Providence’s star professors. 

The offenses? Two articles that 
Professor Esolen wrote, which 
proposed that “diversity” (which 
the professor welcomed) be located 
within a biblical vision of the ulti-
mate unity of all humanity in God: 
a vision that would, he suggested, 
deepen Providence College’s Cath-
olic identity and distinguish it 
from competitors. Absent that pu-
rifying vision, he warned, making 
a fetish of diversity risks creating a 
coercive campus ethos inimical to 
true learning. 

Anyone paying attention to cam-
pus life in recent years knows that 
America’s colleges and universities 
are fi lled with pampered millenni-
als who require “trigger warnings” 
if their tender sensibilities might 
be offended by this, that, or the 
other idea or text. 

Well, Tony Esolen provided no 
trigger warning, only robust and 
bracing argument. And, certain 
students and faculty at Providence 
College reacted with fi ts of rage 
more befi tting a daycare center 
than an institution of higher edu-

cation. Which, of course, perfectly 
illustrated one point Esolen made 
in his articles. 

This is sad beyond words. I’ve 
long been happy to point parents, 
students and donors to Providence 
College as a school that takes the 
classic liberal arts tradition se-
riously, and does so with a dis-
tinctively Catholic fl avor. It will 
be much harder to do that in the 
future unless the college adminis-
tration reverses its present course, 
calls the faculty and students who 
have been brutalizing Professor 
Esolen to order, and reaffi rms 
Providence College’s commitment 
to genuine academic freedom and 
to a Catholic vision of the human 
person that challenges the tribal-
ism and identity politics eroding 
our culture and our politics.

As for that erosion, recent data 
from the World Values Survey tells 
us that only 30 percent of U.S. 
millennials (i.e., those born after 
1980) think it “essential” to live in 
a democracy; 24 percent of those 
same millennials think democracy 
is a “bad” or “very bad” way to run 
a country; and only 19 percent 
judge it “illegitimate” for the mili-
tary to take over when the govern-
ment is incompetent or failing to 
do its job. 

Those numbers might seem ap-
palling. But what should we expect 
when other survey data tells us 
that something like 50 percent of 
recent colleges graduates are his-
torical illiterates who (as George 
Will recently pointed out) don’t 

know that George Washington led 
the Continental Army at York-
town, or that Theodore Roosevelt 
had a role in building the Panama 
Canal, or that FDR designed the 
New Deal? 

When almost half of recent 
college graduates don’t know the 
length of terms served by mem-
bers of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives and Senate, is it really 
surprising that so many in their 
age cohort claim to value effi cient 

autocracy over the often-messy 
business of democratic self-gover-
nance?

Catholic higher education is 
uniquely positioned to do some-
thing about these twinned prob-
lems of historical amnesia and 
political-cultural corruption. The 
Church invented the university 
and its ethos of open inquiry, 
which was rooted in the convic-
tion that human beings can, with 
effort, get at the truth of things. 
Anthony Esolen stands fi rmly in 
that great Catholic tradition of 
liberal learning. 

A college whose leadership is 
committed to that tradition, and to 
Catholic leadership in the reform 
of an increasingly incoherent and 
authoritarian American intel-
lectual and educational culture, 
would celebrate Tony Esolen’s 
contributions. It certainly wouldn’t 
coddle his persecutors. 

The Catholic Difference

The persecution of Professor Esolen

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center

NEW DEHLI, INDIA – A clois-
tered nun in India came out of 
her convent for an extraordinary 
reason: to attend a graduation cer-
emony for her doctorate in aero-
space engineering.

“I had joined the religious order 
after my fi nal oral exam last year, 
and this was the fi rst 
time I came out after 
that. The rules of our or-
der forbid us from going 
out of the convent, but I 
was given special permis-
sion to attend the convo-
cation,” Sister Benedicta 
of the Holy Face told 
Matters India.

The 32-year-old nun 
lives in a cloistered con-
vent of the Benedictine 
Sisters of the Reparation 
of the Holy Face.

Born in Kuwait before the Gulf 
War, Sister Benedicta studied at 
Saint Xavier’s College in Mumbai, 
and then earned a master’s de-
gree in space science from Pune 
University, located 90 miles from 
Mumbai.

She earned her doctorate from 
the Defense Institute of Advanced 
Technology in Pune.

According to Matters India, her 
doctoral work in the fi eld of aero-

space engineering involved scram-
jet engines, which are used mainly 
for hyper-sonic vehicles and space 
vehicles.

Sister Benedicta had always 
felt a call to the consecrated life, 
but made the decision to become 
a nun after attending a spiritual 

retreat in Pune. She fi nished her 
doctorate studies before telling her 
family that she wanted to enter a 
cloistered convent.

The congregation of the Bene-
dictine Sisters of the Reparation 
of the Holy Face was founded in 
1950 by Venerable Abbot Hilde-
brand Gregory. In 1977, it became 
a pontifi cal congregation and has 
houses on several continents.

Cloistered nun earns doctorate 
in aerospace engineering

Photo Di Studio 
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Were The Three 
Kings actually kings? 
Or just “Wise Men,” 
magi? Were there 
three or four, or even 
more? In his book 

“Three Kings Ten Mysteries: The Secrets of 
Christmas and Epiphany,” Grzegorz Gorny 
attempts to answer these questions. In an in-
vestigative style, he presents many unknown 
and interesting facts about these men who 
followed a star to fi nd a savior.

Gorny calls each chapter “A Mystery.” The 
“First Mystery” is “The Phantom Apostle.” 
Gorny is writing about Saint Matthew, about 
whom not much is known, and notes that he 
is the only one of the four evangelists to make 
mention of “Wise Men from the East.”

Ch. 2, or “The Second Mystery,” deals with 
“The Gospel’s Veracity.” Here, Gorny displays 
his scholarly side, referencing historical texts 
that corroborate the details in the Gospels of 
both Matthew and Luke.

He focuses on the census that took Mary 
and Joseph to Bethlehem and notes that 
Saint Luke “reproduced exactly the Roman 
registration procedure.” At the same time, 
Gorny’s work is highly readable, saying that 
Matthew knew that “a laborer’s daily wage 
was one denarius and that a tax collector’s 
booth was located near Capernaum.”

Ch. 3 deals with “Messianic Prophecies” in 
a similarly thorough manner, but it is in Ch. 
4 that Gorny gets to the heart of the matter 
with “magi or kings?” Matthew does not call 
them kings but rather “Wise Men from the 
East.” In the “early centuries of Christianity,” 
Gorny writes, some believed there were 12 
magi and that “to this day, the Coptic Church 
in Egypt holds that as many as 60 Wise Men 
came to Judea – a veritable entourage.” It was 

Origen who asserted that there 
were only three Magi, since there 
were only three gifts.

The author explains how they 
may have come to be called 
kings. In about the 6th century, 
they came to have names, and 
“each name was derived from a 
word meaning “king.’” Caspar is 
from the Latin Caesar, Melchior 
form the Hebrew melech, and 
Balthasar is from the Greek 
basileus.

The “Fifth Mystery” is “The 
Magi’s Homeland,” and Gorny 
concludes that is was most likely Persia. 

“Signs in the Sky,” the “Seventh Mystery,” 
is a fascinating look at just what the Star of 
Bethlehem actually was. Gorny presents the 
work of German astronomer and mathemati-
cian Johannes Kepler, who in 1606 published 
his treatise concerning the heavenly beacon. 
Keppler calculated that “a conjunction of 
the planets Jupiter and Saturn in the Pisces 
constellation” is what the Wise Men saw as a 
star. A conjunction occurs when two planets 
are so close that they seem to be one – one 
bright “star.” In astrology, Saturn signifi es 
Israel, Jupiter a leader or king, and Pisces is 
the constellation of all things spiritual.

Ch. 8 shows us “Bethlehem’s Secrets,” 
places of interest in this ancient city. Gorny 
has a graphic showing the layout of the 
Church of the Nativity along with a number 
of current photos. He also makes mention of 
the so-called Milk Grotto, the “site where the 
Holy Family prepared themselves for their es-
cape into Egypt,” where Mary nursed her son 
Jesus. The actual manger that held the Christ 
Child was taken to Rome for protection from 
Muslim invaders, and today it is venerated in 

the Santa Maria Maggiore 
Basilica, says Gorny.

“The Case of King Herod” 
is presented in Ch. 9. 
Herod, Gorny writes, was 
“one of the key fi gures” 
in the Gospel of Matthew. 
Again, historical facts 
validate the Gospel story. 
Herod’s “manic paranoia and 
obsession with power” square 
with the Massacre of the 
Innocents. 

The book concludes, fi t-
tingly enough, with “The Old-
est Feast,” the Epiphany, the 

celebration of the Three Kings. The remains of 
the magi originally were held in the Reliquary 
of the Three Kings in Milan, Italy, Gorny 
narrates, but “the three skeletons” were later 
taken to Cologne, Germany, where the reli-
quary there is “made of wood, then guilded, 
… lined with silver and encrusted with more 
than 1,000 precious stones.”

Today, the Epiphany is enjoying renewed 
popularity, Gorny tells us, with many coun-
tries now hosting Three Kings Parades and 
house blessings to mark the feast.

Grzegorz Gorny’s book is well worth read-
ing – and well worth looking at. The illustra-
tions alone make “Three Kings Ten Mysteries” 
worth the purchase price. The pages are fi lled 
with high quality photos of architectural 
relief, paintings, historical artifacts, stone in-
scriptions, mosaics and statuary. Each piece 
is artfully placed on the page and works to 
bring the story of the Three Wise Men vividly 
to life.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

Just in time for Christmas
By J. E. Helm

The Sooner Catholic
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John Michael Talbot visits 
St. Gregory’s

Prayer service to commemorate 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

“Reconciliation – The Love of Christ Compels Us”

The Oklahoma Alliance for Lit-
urgy and the Arts will present a 
prayer service to commemorate the 
2017 Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity on Sunday, Jan. 22, at 4 
p.m., at the Oklahoma City First 
Church of the Nazarene, 4400 
Northwest Expressway. All are 
invited.

The service will include music, 
prayer, scripture and presenta-
tions by two speakers: Rev. Floyd 
Schoenhals, Bishop Emeritus of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America and Sister Diane Koorie, 
R.S.M., director of the Pastoral 
Ministry Program of the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

This year marks the 110th an-
nual observance of the Week of 
Prayer, which began in 1908. The 
observance lasts eight days, be-
ginning Jan. 18. These dates were 

originally chosen because they 
included the Christian celebrations 
of Saint Peter on Jan. 18 and Saint 
Paul on Jan. 25.

Father Stephen Bird, president of 
the Oklahoma Alliance for Liturgy 
and the Arts, said, “2017 marks 
the commemoration of the 500th 
anniversary of the beginning of the 
Reformation era. Recent ecumeni-
cal events between the two church 
bodies (the Roman Catholic and 
the Lutheran churches) remind us 
that we are called to reconciliation, 
for the love of Christ compels us 
to work for unity and peace in the 
Church. The goal of the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity is to pray 
for the unity that Christ wills by 
whatever means he wills it.”

For more information or materi-
als on the national Week of Prayer, 
go to www.geii.org. 

Guitarist John 
Michael Talbot 
spent an evening of 
“Spoken Word and 
Sacred Song” at St. 
Gregory's Abbey in 
Shawnee to close 
the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy.  

Talbot is a Catho-
lic singer-songwriter, 
guitarist, author, 
television presenter 
and founder of a 
monastic commu-
nity known as the 
Brothers and Sisters of Charity. He is an Oklahoma City native. 
For more information about his music or to contact his ministry, 
go online to https://johnmichaeltalbot.com.
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continued from Page 1

Photos Diane Clay

continued from Page 1

The exhibit includes 70 selected folios from The 
Saint John’s Bible as well as other historical illu-
minated manuscripts such as a Book of Hours, 
Quran pages and Torah scrolls. 

“Sacred Words” also includes a selection of 
original, unbound illuminated manuscript folios 
on calfskin vellum from The Saint John’s Bible 
as well as sketches, drawings, inks and tools 
used to create the manuscript.

The Saint John’s Bible was created by a team 
of 23 scribes, artists and assistants headquar-
tered in a scriptorium in Wales under the artistic 
direction of Donald Jackson, one of the world’s 
foremost calligraphers and the scribe to Queen Eliz-
abeth’s Crown offi ce at the House of Lords.

The theological aspects of the project were guided 
by a committee of theologians, artists and scholars 
at Saint John’s University in Collegeville, Minn. The 
Bible incorporates many of the characteristics of its 
medieval predecessors: it is written on vellum, us-
ing quills, natural inks, hand-ground pigments and 
gold-leaf gilding. However, so this edition is relevant 
today, it employs a modern English translation as 

Don’t miss St. John’s Bible exhibit at OKCMOA
Exhibit ends Jan. 8

Sacred Words exhibit

OKC Museum of Art
415 Couch Drive, OKC 73102

Open until Jan. 8
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Tickets: www.okcmoa.com
Adult: $12 

(discounts for children, seniors)
Children under age 5 are free

well as beautifully painted illuminations that in-
terpret biblical passages in contemporary terms.

“Sacred Words” presents the concept, histori-
cal context, technical execution and signifi cance 
of The Saint John’s Bible and illumination as 

an art form. This exhibition examines the re-
vival of a millennia-old tradition of meticulous 

handcraftsmanship that incorporates 
advances in modern technology.

The exhibit can be enjoyed at the 
visitors’ pace and is a perfect stop for 
families during the Christmas holiday. 
Even children who aren’t accustomed 
to visiting art museums will enjoy the 
beauty and educational aspects of this 
exhibit – even if they do speed through 
it a little faster than adults.

Once The Saint John’s Bible leaves 
Oklahoma City, we’ll have to travel to 
see it. Don’t miss it! 

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner 
Catholic.

Church remembers Holy Innocents on 
feast day

By Ted King
The Sooner Catholic

The Christmas season has a somber day - Dec. 28. It is 
the feast day of the Holy Innocents, commemorating the 
slaughter of male children age 2 and younger on the orders 
of King Herod.

Herod was informed that magi from the East were look-
ing for the newborn king of the Jews. He told the magi he 
wanted to know where this newborn king was so that he 
could honor the child as well. 

However, Herod had no intention of paying his respects. 
Instead, he intended to have the child killed because, al-
though Herod was a puppet of the Romans, he was jealous 
of his authority as king of Judea. After the magi found the 
Christ child, an angel warned them not to return to Herod, 
but instead take a different route home (Matthew 2:1-12). 
An angel appeared to Joseph informing him to take Mary 
and the Christ child and fl ee to Egypt because the Christ 

child was in great danger (Matthew 2:13-14).
When Herod realized that he had been deceived by 

the magi, he became furious. He ordered the massa-
cre of all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who 
were 2 years old and younger. What was fulfi lled had 
been said through Jeremiah the prophet: “A voice 
was heard in Ramah, sobbing and loud lamentation; 
Rachel weeping for her children, and she would not 
be consoled, since they were no more” (Matthew 
2:16-18). Rachel was the wife of Jacob, who became 
the patriarch of Israel. 

After the death of Herod, an angel appeared to 
Joseph in Egypt telling him it was safe for Mary 
and the Christ child to return to the land of Israel 
(Matthew 2:19-21). 

 
Ted King is a freelance writer for the Sooner Catholic. Sooner Catholic.

Unlike the commercial season that ends 
the day after Christmas or the next few days 
for the returning of unwanted gifts, Christ-

mas Season begins Christmas Day 
and, in 2017, continues until Jan. 
9, when we celebrate the Baptism of 
the Lord. 
   The last Sunday of Christmas time 
will be Jan. 8, the Epiphany of the 
Lord. Epiphany is about the arrival 
of the Three Wise Men from the East 
known as the Magi, who came to 
honor the child Jesus with gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh (Mat-
thew 2:11). The meaning of the gifts 
of the Magi is a matter of conjecture 
as are the origins and identities of the 
three men. It is generally believed that 
the gold represents kingship, frankin-
cense represents deity and myrrh 
represents death. The Christmas tra-
dition of gift giving has its origin in the 
Three Wise Men. 

In addition to Christmas Day, 
Christmas Season includes several 
other feast days. 

Saint Stephen
The feast day of Saint Stephen, the fi rst 

martyr, is Dec. 26 (Acts 7:54-58). His exe-
cution by stoning was met with approval by 
Saul of Tarsus, who hunted Christians to 
persecute them. One of the miracles in the 
early Church was the conversion of Saul, 
who became the Apostle Paul. 

Holy Innocents
The feast day of the Holy Innocents is Dec. 

28, when we honor male children age 2 or 
younger who were slaughtered at the order 
of King Herod, who wanted to eliminate the 
child Jesus as a rival king (Matthew 2:16-18). 
Today, the feast day of the Holy Innocents 
also is a reminder of the slaughter of inno-
cent children by abortion.  

Holy Family
The feast day of the Holy Family this year 

is on Dec. 30. The Church began this feast 
day in the 1600s to honor the Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 

Solemnity of Mary 
Jan. 1, New Year’s Day, is the Solemnity 

of Mary, the Holy Mother of God, which like 
Christmas Day is a holy day of obligation. 
New Year’s Day was established as the So-
lemnity of Mary in 1974 by Pope Paul VI in 
the Apostolic Letter “Marialis Cultus,” subti-
tled “The Right Ordering and Development of 
Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary.” 

Feast days of the Christmas Season
By Ted King

The Sooner Catholic

Ted King is a freelance writer for the Sooner Catholic.

The great joy of Christmas time is that the word, who is 
God, became fl esh and dwells among us (John 1:14) 
and is in us, body, blood, soul and divinity, through 

the Holy Eucharist.
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Maintenance
Corpus Christi Catholic Church 

has an opening for a maintenance 
position. Contact (405) 236-4301. 
Send resume to the parish at 1005 
N.E. 15, OKC 73117.

Center of Family Love 
administrator

Direct daily internal and exter-
nal operations for the Intermediate 
Care Facility/Geriatric Intermedi-
ate Care Facility to provide care to 
residents. Oversee all personnel 
management duties associated 
with clinical licensure standards, 
quality management, dietary and 
housekeeping to ensure effi cient 
operational and fi nancial pro-
cesses that comply with federal, 
state and local requirements. Must 
ensure fi scal responsibility for 
the organization. Must possess 
current Oklahoma Nursing Home 
Administrator’s License. Submit 
resume to hr@cfl inc.org. Contact 
(405) 263-7104.

Director of evangelization and 
catechesis

The executive director of evange-
lization and catechesis is respon-
sible for developing, overseeing 
and supporting faith formation 
and discipleship efforts in the 
archdiocese. The secretariat for 
evangelization and catechesis pro-
vides policy guidance, resources 
and training for catechetical and 
discipleship programs for children, 
youth, young adults and adults 
of the parishes and missions of 
the archdiocese. It assumes all 
administrative and organizational 
responsibilities for the depart-
ment and its staff. The executive 
director supports and promotes 
the Catholic Church’s teachings 
on evangelization and cateche-
sis and ensures its commitment 

Jobs Box
and integration throughout every 
aspect of Catholic life and ministry 
in the archdiocese. The successful 
candidate will have a minimum 
of 10 years’ experience working 
within diocesan religious education 
structures or similar experience 
preferred; an advanced degree in 
theology, catechesis, education 
or relevant fi eld; and must be an 
active Catholic in good standing 
with a strong desire to assist the 
Church in faithfully and respon-
sibly communicating the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and the mission, 
ministry and needs of the Catholic 
Church. To apply, submit a re-
sume to nlargent@ArchOKC.org. 

Principal – Muskogee
St. Joseph Catholic School in 

Muskogee is seeking a principal for 
the 2017-2018 school year. Prac-
ticing Catholic in good standing 
with the Church, master’s degree. 
Download and complete applica-
tion at www.dioceseoftulsa.org/
catholic-schools. Return appli-
cation, cover letter (introducing 
yourself, suitability for this posi-
tion and salary requirements) and 
resume with detailed professional 
experience to jim.pohlman@dio-
ceseoftulsa.org.

School principal - OKC
Christ the King in Oklahoma 

City seeks a principal who will be a 
faith leader as well as an academic 
leader for a large Catholic parish 
school, serving more than 500 
students in grades PreK-3 through 
8. Candidate must be a practicing 
Catholic who has knowledge and 
understanding of the faith. Ap-
plicants should have a minimum 
fi ve years teaching experience, 
preferably at a Catholic school, 
and a master’s degree in education 
fi eld. At least 18 semester hours of 

To see more job openings, go 
online to www.soonercatholic.org.

graduate work should be in admin-
istration, supervision and curricu-
lum development. For application, 
contact (405) 721-4202.

Teacher assistant
St. John CDC in Edmond is look-

ing for a teacher’s assistant to help 
our Nest Program (Mother’s Day 
Out). Most job responsibilities oc-
cur in our 18 month to 2 year old 
classrooms; however, we have chil-
dren through age 12. The teacher’s 
assistant will report M-F from 7:45 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m., including tradi-
tional school breaks and holidays 
when the center is still open. Back-
ground check, fi ngerprinting, Safe 
Environment training and continu-
ing education required. Pay based 
on previous experience. Send a 
resume to cdc@stjohn-catholic.org.

Catapult Learning teacher
Provides contracted instructional 

services for Sacred Heart and St. 
Charles schools in OKC with the 
necessary educational expertise 
in reading, mathematics, writ-
ing and related areas; diagnoses 
learning skill defi cits and delivers 
prescribed instructional delivery 
methods as determined by the 
company; consults with school 
personnel to coordinate efforts 
in providing services to students; 
communicates and conferences 
with parents providing information 
on student progress. Apply online 
at www.catapultlearning.com and 
click on Careers. Apply to job No. 
2016-4090.

Principal – Tulsa
Marquette Catholic School in 

Tulsa is seeking a new principal 
for the 2017-2018 school year. 
The school serves 400 students in 
K-8 and includes a state-of the-art 
Early Childhood Education Center. 
Requirements: Practicing Catholic 

Sooner Catholic

in good standing with the Church, 
minimum of three years teaching 
or administrative experience in a 
Catholic school, master’s degree 
in administration, education or an 
unrelated fi eld with an alternative 
teaching certifi cate, hold or be 
working toward religious educa-
tion certifi cation. Download and 
complete application at www.dio-
ceseoftulsa.org/catholic-schools. 
Return application, cover letter (in-
troducing yourself, suitability for 
this position and salary require-
ments) and resume with detailed 
professional experience to catholic-
schools.offi ce@dioceseoftulsa.org.

Children’s ministry helpers 
needed

The charismatic prayer meeting, 
which meets every Thursday from 
7 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, is developing a 
children’s ministry. We are looking 
for adults who enjoy helping chil-
dren ages 4 to 9 learn more about 
their Catholic faith. We also need 
someone who can watch children 
ages 2 to 3. A stipend is available. 
Contact Norma Rupel at norma-
pat@cox.net.

Part-time courtesy driver
Part-time courtesy driver wanted 

for St. Ann. Friendly personality a 
must. Commercial driver’s license 
(CDL). Apply at St. Ann Retirement 
Center, 7501 W. Britton Rd. 

Maintenance employee
Full-time maintenance employee 

for St. Ann. Full paid medical ben-
efi ts, dental insurance, competi-
tive salary and excellent working 
conditions. Apply in person with 
resume at St. Ann Retirement 
Center, 7501 W. Britton Rd.

Contagious faith

A straight path for the Lord
This year, I was struck force-

fully by the oft repeated Advent 
antiphon: “Prepare the way of the 
Lord; make straight his paths.” I 
hear it every year, but this year it 
struck me in a new way, as pos-
sibly a very appropriate mission 
statement for parishes, and not 
just at Christmas time. Part of 
the reason that it struck me is 
that the new evangelization in the 
parish is exactly that: making a 
straight, clear path of discipleship 
that is easy for people to fi nd.

Consider this scenario: imag-
ine you know someone who was 
thinking about returning to the 
Church after some time away. 
What would be your advice to 
them? Almost without fail, their 
answer is this: “Get involved in 
your parish.” 

When I ask what the possibilities 
for “involvement” are, the answers 
are myriad: they can volunteer to 
help in the offi ce, sing in the choir, 
be on a committee or serve as a 
catechist, a lector or an extraordi-

nary minister of Holy Communion. 
They can help organize the parish 
gala, help with RCIA or children’s 
liturgy, or bring communion to 
the sick. They can volunteer with 
Catholic charities or join a bible 
study or be on the building com-
mittee. Get involved, we tell them.

But involvement is not the same 
as discipleship, 
and in fact, can 
often mask a 
lack of genuine 
discipleship in a 
person’s life in 
the disguise of 
busyness. I never 
tire of repeating 
Saint John Paul 
II’s words in his 
fi rst encycli-
cal, “Redeemer 
of Man:” “The Church wishes to 
exist for this single end: that each 
person may be able to fi nd Christ, 
so that Christ may walk with that 
person the path of life.” 

If that describes the mission of 

the parish in a nutshell, then we 
do well to ask ourselves whether 
the parish is an easy place to fi nd 
Jesus and to grow in relationship 
with him. Does the parish have a 
clearly marked path of disciple-
ship, a plan to lead people step-by-
step to put Jesus at the center of 
his or her life, and to grow in the 

heart and hab-
its of a disciple? 
Or is the par-
ish just a really 
busy place that 
we ask people to 
throw themselves 
into, hoping that 
they’ll somehow 
get connected 
to someone and 
want to hang 
around us more?

My concern is that when our vi-
sion is limited to “getting involved” 
we miss the real purpose of our 
existence as Catholics, and that 
people who are searching for the 
Lord (even if they don’t know they 

are looking for him) have a hard 
time fi nding him.

Preparing the way of the Lord, 
and making a straight path for 
people is another way of describing 
what it means to grow a culture of 
intentional discipleship. It is not 
something that happens overnight. 
It requires the conscious, long-
term commitment and coordinated 
effort on the part of pastor, staff 
and parishioners, so that everyone 
knows what the path is and how to 
help people to fi nd it. It takes a few 
years of dedicated investment to 
create this culture, but it’s doable!

Let’s make it not just our Advent 
antiphon, but our New Year’s res-
olution as well: Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make straight his path!

Carole Brown
Director of New 
Evangelization

“Let’s make it not just 
our Advent antiphon, 
but our New Year’s 
resolution as well: 
Prepare the way 
of the Lord, make 
straight his path!”
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Intimate encounter with love from a manger
Christmas 2016

When we look at the child 
in the manger, love is looking 
right back at us. 

As we grow and mature as 
Christian disciples of Jesus 
Christ, becoming more aware 
of the infi nite and merciful love 
of God present in this child, 
the Incarnate Word, we natu-
rally want to share this Good 
News with everyone around us. 

We can’t resist the blessed 
urge to tell the world, “Look in 
the manger! We are loved! Love is 
looking right back at us through 
this child!” He is telling all of us 
that all will be well.

Every disciple needs to make 
sure that their Facebook status 
says “In a Relationship” because 
we looked in the manger and we 
found love looking right back at 
us. Speak to love and let love 
speak to you. His words are sweet, 
loving, forgiving and encouraging; 
always calling us to follow him and 
to live as he lived. Speak to love in 
the manger and your heart will be 
touched.

Ask that child in the manger for 
those whose suffering and pains 
blind them to his presence. Pray 
for his daily grace and blessings 
for your family, friends and for 
you. Or just gaze on the love just 
born in the manger and thank 
him for his love and the hope he 
brings to us all. Let your heart be 
touched by his life and share it, 
many have looked in the manger 
and not found the love that you 
see.

Don’t rush by the manger. Don’t 
rush by the love that lies there 
smiling at you. Love is patient, it 
never rushes. Everything else can 
wait! Savor the Savior! Linger over 
the Lord! Refl ect on the Redeemer! 
He is the reason for the season 
and time with him is the best pres-
ent you can give yourself!

Isn’t he beautiful? True love is 
always beautiful and exciting. 
True love is God’s gift. He is the 
greatest gift we can share. He is 
exactly what everyone truly needs, 
irrespective of what can be on 
their Christmas wish list. 

As we look into the manger, we 
see the answer to all of our great-
est desires; he is the perfect gift, 
the joy to the world.

Let me share a quote from Pope 
Francis.

“Jesus’ whole life, his way of 
dealing with the poor, his actions, 
his integrity, his simple daily acts 
of generosity, and fi nally his com-
plete self-giving, is precious and re-
veals the mystery of his divine life.

Whenever we encounter this 
anew, we become convinced that it 
is exactly what others need, even 
though they may not recognize it. 
... Sometimes we lose our enthusi-
asm for mission because we forget 
that the Gospel responds to our 
deepest needs, since we were cre-
ated for what the Gospel offers us: 
friendship with Jesus and love of 
our brothers and sisters. 

If we succeed in expressing 
adequately and with beauty the 
essential content of the Gospel, 
surely this message will speak to 

the deepest yearnings of people’s 
hearts. … Enthusiasm for evan-
gelization is based on this con-
viction. We have a treasure of life 
and love that cannot deceive, and 
a message that cannot mislead 
or disappoint. It penetrates to the 
depths of our hearts, sustaining 
and ennobling us. It is a truth 
that is never out of date because it 
reaches that part of us that noth-

ing else can reach. Our infi nite 
sadness can only be cured 
by an infi nite love” (Evangelii 
Gaudium #266).

Christmas is an opportunity 
for every disciple to renew that 
experience of looking into the 
manger and know that love is 
looking back at you. His love, 
his message, gives us life. This 
life, we share. This life gives 
hope.

As his disciples, we are 
convinced that it is better to have 
a Christmas fi lled with the Christ 
child looking back at us from a 
manger. Trees, lights, parties, 
meals, music at Christmas only 
makes sense when they are born 
out of our joy of having encoun-
tered the loving gaze of Jesus smil-
ing at us from his manger. Without 
him, it’s not Christmas.

For all my brothers and sisters 

who might be a bit weary from all 
the busyness of the season, I invite 
you to take a pause, breathe in 
deeply and look into the manger. 
He loves you; he walks with you, 
speaks to you, breathes with you, 
works with you and never leaves 
you alone. 

May your heart be the manger 
where he lies, from where you gaze 
on his love and are fi lled with the 
joy and enthusiasm you need to 
help him transform the world. 

Blessed Christmas. 

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Offi ce of 
Hispanic Ministry
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UR LADY ADY OF OUR 
GUADALUPE 
CATHOLIC 
SUMMER CAMP 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Summer Camp has 
begun registration for the summer of 2017.  You may 
download the registration form from our website at 
www.archokc.org under the Youth & Young Adult Office 
or register ON-LINE to pay in full.  New and returning 
campers are encouraged to register as early as possible 
as we expect many sessions to fill up quickly. 

 
*CAMP 1 June 11-16         

Grades 6 & 7 
*CAMP 2 June 18-23 

Grades 4 & 5 
*CAMP 3 June 25-30 

Grades 5 & 6 
*CAMP 4 July 2- 7 

Grades 7, 8, 9 
*CAMP 5 July 9-14 

Grades 4 & 5 
*CAMP 6 July 16-21 

Grades 6, 7 & 8 
*CAMP 7 July 23-28 

Grades 9-12 
 

Activities 
There are crafts, 
hiking, canoeing,  

swimming (in-ground 
pool), fishing, soccer, 
water sports, archery, 
volleyball, campfires, 
scripture adventures, 
talent show, drama, 

and more! 
 

. 
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is now OPEN! 

 



Cristo Rey OKC nombra a Alfredo Melchor Jr. 
como director de admisiones
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Mi carta de Navidad

Sooner Catholic

Cristo Rey Oklahoma City Cath-
olic High School anunció que 
Alfredo Melchor Jr. será el primer 
director de admisiones de la es-
cuela.

 Antes de incorporarse a Cristo 
Rey OKC, Melchor fue reclutador 
y Coordinador de Proyección a la 
comunidad Hispana en Oklahoma 
State University-Oklahoma City. 
En OSU-OKC, Melchor reclutaba a 
estudiantes Hispanos de 27 pre-
paratorias del área de Oklahoma 
City. Durante su tiempo ahí las 
inscripciones de estudiantes his-
panos en OSU-OKC crecieron año 
tras año. 

 Melchor también ha trabajado 
como asistente de medios para 
eventos en el PGA Tour y LPGA 
Tour al igual que como interprete 
para el Departamento de Salud de 
la Ciudad y el Condado de Okla-
homa.

 La Presidenta de Cristo Rey 
OKC, Renee Porter dijo que la 
pasión por la educación y el com-
promiso con la diversidad que 
tiene Melchor lo hicieron ideal 
para este papel en la escuela.

 “Alfredo sabe que la educación 
es la clave a las oportunidades,” 
Porter dijo. “También sabe que 
el difundir ese mensaje requi-
ere esfuerzo y tener presencia en 
la comunidad. Alfredo está listo 
para trabajar con la comunidad y 
ayudarnos a reclutar un cuerpo 
estudiantil diverso y talentoso.”

 Melchor dijo que anticipa con 
emoción el poder compartir con 
los jóvenes las oportunidades que 
Cristo Rey puede proveerles.

 “Cristo Rey está ofreciendo un 
escalón hacia la universidad y a 
una gran carrera que posiblemente 
muchos estudiantes no podrían 
lograr sin la ayuda de la escuela,” 

Melchor dijo. “Estoy esforzándome 
para que los estudiantes y sus 
padres se den cuenta de que esta 
oportunidad es real y que los es-
pera. Estoy emocionado de poder 
construir la escuela desde abajo y 
más emocionado aun por el im-
pacto que va a tener en los jóvenes 

de nuestra comunidad.”
 Abriendo durante el otoño del 

2017 Cristo Rey Oklahoma City 
Catholic High School servirá exclu-
sivamente a familias de ingresos 
bajos a moderados en el área de 
Oklahoma City. La escuela per-
tenece a la red nacional de Cristo 
Rey compuesta de 32 preparato-
rias católicas que educan a más de 
10,000 jóvenes en 21 estados y el 
distrito de Columbia. 

La escuela combina un pro-
grama académico riguroso con ex-
periencia de trabajo en el mundo 
real que busca preparar a los 
estudiantes para el éxito en la uni-
versidad y en la vida. Como parte 
del programa singular de Cristo 
Rey de Estudio-Trabajo corpora-
tivo, los estudiantes trabajan un 
día por semana en un ambiente 
profesional y a la vez ganarse la 
mayor parte de su colegiatura.

Queridos Hermanos y Hermanas en Cristo,

Al escribir este mensaje, estamos muy cerca de 
la hermosa fi esta del nacimiento de Cristo. Qui-
ero aprovechar esta oportunidad para desearle a 
cada uno una bendita Navidad.

Esta época del año está llena de muchas cele-
braciones y costumbres, que observamos con la 

familia, amigos y seres queridos. Es una época 
especialmente rica del año para celebrar con 
otros creyentes. Las celebraciones litúrgicas de la 
Navidad nos ayudan a contemplar más profun-
damente la maravilla y el misterio de la Encar-
nación.

La Natividad del Señor (Día de Navidad), la 
Fiesta de la Sagrada Familia (30 de diciembre), 
la Solemnidad de María la Madre de Dios (1 de 
enero), la Epifanía del Señor (8 de enero) y el 
Bautismo del Señor (9 de enero) despliega para 
nosotros el misterio de la misericordia de Dios 

hecha carne, para que podamos 
saborear más profundamente su 
signifi cado para nuestras vidas y 
nuestro mundo.

Los santos cuyos monumentos 
y fi estas observamos nos dan una 
visión de la santidad que se ofrece 
a todos: San Esteban, el Primer 
Mártir (26 de diciembre), San Juan 
Evangelista (27 de diciembre) y Los Santos Inoc-
entes (28 de diciembre), son sólo algunos de los 
maravillosos santos cuyas fi estas forman una 
hermosa constelación de alegría que rodea a la 
radiante ¡Estrella de Belén!

Nuestra cultura secular se habrá cansado de 
su versión de Navidad en el momento en que 
los regalos son desempaquetados y las ventas 
después de Navidad han seguido su curso. Para 
aquellos que buscan el verdadero signifi cado de 
la Navidad, sin embargo, ¡la temporada de Navi-
dad está apenas comenzando! ¡Despliega y revela 
sus dones a lo largo de la secuencia de hermosas 
fi estas por venir!

Espero que hayas tenido un bendito Adviento. 
Este día de Navidad, como todos los domingos 
del año, ofreceré misa por sus intenciones. Ore-
mos para que nuestras celebraciones de Navidad 
renuevan en cada uno de nosotros una profunda 
experiencia de la alegría del Evangelio, de la 
inagotable misericordia de Dios y un profundo 
deseo de conocer a Jesús más íntimamente, para 
que podamos amarlo más intensamente y seg-
uirlo más fi elmente. ¡Dios está con nosotros!

Sinceramente suyo en Cristo,

Reverendísimo Pablo S. Coakley

Alfredo Melchor Jr.
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Cuando miramos al niño en el 
pesebre, el amor nos está mirando 
a nosotros.

A medida que crecemos y ma-
duramos como discípulos de 
Jesucristo, tomando conciencia del 
amor infi nito y misericordioso de 
Dios presente en este niño, el Verbo 
Encarnado, naturalmente quere-
mos compartir esta Buena Noticia 
con todos los que nos rodean.

No podemos resistir la bendita 
necesidad de decirle al mundo: 
“¡Mira en el pesebre! ¡Somos ama-
dos! ¡El amor nos está mirando a 
nosotros a través de este niño! “Él 
nos está diciendo a todos que todo 
estará bien”.

Cada discípulo tiene que asegu-
rarse de que su situación senti-
mental en Facebook dice “En una 
Relación”, porque miramos en el 
pesebre y encontramos al amor 
mirándonos a nosotros. Háblale al 
amor y deja que el amor te hable. 
Sus palabras son dulces, amoro-
sas, misericordiosas y alentadoras; 
Siempre llamándonos a seguirlo 
y a vivir como él vivía. Háblale al 
amor en el pesebre y tu corazón 
será tocado por él.

Pídele a ese niño en el pesebre 
por aquellos cuyos sufrimientos y 
dolores los ciegan a su presencia. 
Ore por su gracia y bendiciones 
diarias para su familia, amigos y 
por usted mismo. O simplemente 
quédate mirando al amor recién 
nacido en el pesebre y agradécele 
por su amor y la esperanza que 
nos trae a todos. Que tu corazón 
sea tocado por su vida y compár-
tela, muchos han mirado en el 
pesebre y no han encontrado el 
amor que tú ves ahí. 

No se apresure al pasar por el 
pesebre. No te apresures al pasar 
por el amor que está ahí recostado 
sonriéndote.  El amor es paciente, 
nunca se apresura. ¡Todo lo demás 
puede esperar! ¡Saboree al Salva-
dor! ¡Siga con el Señor! ¡Refl exione 
sobre el Redentor! ¡Él es la razón 
de esta estación del año y el ti-
empo con él es el mejor regalo que 
te puedes dar a ti mismo!

¿No es hermoso este niño? El 
verdadero amor siempre es her-
moso y excitante. El verdadero 
amor es don de Dios. Él es el 
regalo más grande que podemos 
compartir. Él es exactamente lo 
que todo el mundo realmente 
necesita, independientemente de 
lo que está en su lista de regalos 
de Navidad.

Al mirar al pesebre, vemos ahí la 
respuesta a todos nuestros may-
ores deseos; Él es el regalo per-
fecto, la alegría para el mundo.

Permítanme compartir una cita 
del Papa Francisco.

“Toda la vida de Jesús, su forma 
de tratar a los pobres, sus gestos, 
su coherencia, su generosidad co-
tidiana y sencilla, y fi nalmente su 
entrega total, todo es precioso y le 
habla a la propia vida. 

Cada vez que uno vuelve a 
descubrirlo, se convence de que 
eso mismo es lo que los demás 
necesitan, aunque no lo reconoz-
can. … A veces perdemos el en-
tusiasmo por la misión al olvidar 
que el Evangelio responde a las 
necesidades más profundas de 
las personas, porque todos hemos 
sido creados para lo que el Evan-
gelio nos propone: la amistad con 
Jesús y el amor fraterno. 

Cuando se logra expresar adec-
uadamente y con belleza el con-

Encuentro íntimo con el amor desde un pesebre
Navidad 2016

tenido esencial del Evangelio, 
seguramente ese mensaje hablará 
a las búsquedas más hondas de 
los corazones. … El entusiasmo 
evangelizador se fundamenta 
en esta convicción. Tenemos un 
tesoro de vida y de amor que es lo 
que no puede engañar, el mensaje 
que no puede manipular ni desilu-
sionar. Es una respuesta que cae 
en lo más hondo del ser humano 
y que puede sostenerlo y elevarlo. 
Es la verdad que no pasa de moda 
porque es capaz de penetrar allí 

donde nada más puede llegar. 
Nuestra tristeza infi nita sólo se 
cura con un infi nito amor”  (Evan-
gelii Gaudium # 265).

La Navidad es una oportunidad 
para que cada discípulo renueve 
esa experiencia de mirar al pese-
bre y saber que el amor también lo 
está mirando a él o ella. Su amor, 
su mensaje, nos da vida. Esta 
vida, la compartimos. Esta vida da 
esperanza.

Como sus discípulos, estamos 
convencidos de que es mejor tener 
una Navidad llena del niño Dios, 
Jesucristo, que nos mira desde 
un pesebre. Los árboles, las luces, 
las fi estas, las comidas, la música 
en Navidad sólo tienen sentido 
cuando nacen de nuestra alegría 
de haber encontrado la mirada 
amorosa de Jesús que nos sonríe 
desde su pesebre. Sin él, no es 
Navidad.

Para todos mis hermanos y her-
manas que podrían estar un poco 

cansados   de todos los quehaceres 
y las muchas actividades que nos 
ocupan en esta temporada, los 
invito a tomar una pausa, respirar 
profundamente y mirar en el pese-
bre. Él te ama; Camina contigo, 
habla contigo, respira contigo, 
trabaja contigo y nunca te deja 
solo o sola.

Que tu corazón sea el pesebre 
donde se recueste el niño Dios, 
desde donde puedas contemplar 
su amor y llenarte de la alegría y 
el entusiasmo que necesitas para 
ayudarlo a transformar el mundo. 

Bendecida Navidad.

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Ofi cina 
de Ministerio 

Hispano

 

CAMPAMENTO CCAAAAMMPPAPAPAPAPAMENTO
CATOLICO DE CATTATATOLICO DE
NUESTRA SEÑORA NNUUUESSSTTTRRRAARARAA SEÑO
DE GUADALUPE 

AAORARARA
EEEE  

¡Ya comenzaron las inscripciones para el Campamento 
de Verano de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe! Puede 
bajar el formulario de inscripción de nuestra página de 
internet www.archokc.org haga clic en la oficina de 
Pastoral Juvenil (Youth & Young Adult Office) o  
regístrese en línea (ON-LINE) para pagar en su 
totalidad.  ¡Inscríbase lo más pronto posible ya que 
esperamos que las sesiones se llenen rápidamente! 

 Sesión 1___ 11-16 Junio _____
        Grados 6 & 7 
Sesión 2__ 18-23  Junio  ___
 Grados 4 & 5 
Sesión 3__ 25-30  Junio  ___
 Grados 5 & 6 
Sesión 4___ 2-7 Julio              _____

Grados 7, 8, 9 , ,
Sesión 5___ 9-14 Julio _____

 Grados 4 & 5 
Sesión 6___ 16-21 Julio               _____

Grados 6, 7, 8 , ,
Sesión 7___ 23-28 Julio        _____

Grados 9, 10, 11, 12 9, 10
  

Actividades Actividades
Hay artesanías, y ,

caminatas, natación (en , (
piscina), pesca, p ), p ,

deportes acuáticos, p ,
voleibol, tiro con arco, , ,

Aventuras con las 
Escrituras, concurso de ,

talentos, futbol, , ,
fogatas, drama y mucho , y

más! más!
  

. 

 
ARQUIDIOCESIS DE 
OKLAHOMA CITY 

Oficina de Pastoral 
Juvenil 

P.O. Box 32180 
Oklahoma City, Ok 73123 
Telefono: (405)721-9220 

Fax: (405)721-5210 

www.ArchOkc.org  

Ses

Ses

Ses

Ses

Ses

Ses

Ses
G

¡Las inscripciones ¡ p
para el campamento pp

de verano ya y
comenzaron! 

  
 



Briefs
Rosary for life

The Rosary for Life will be in-
doors during the winter, instead 
of meeting at Norman’s abortion 
center. Join every Sunday (except 
Christmas and New Year’s Day) 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel at St. 
Thomas More in Norman, 100 
Stinson St. Contact Connie Lang 
at jlang9@cox.net or (405) 249-
1041.

Rother Heritage Gallery exhibit 
open

The Heritage Gallery at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
west Expressway, is now open. 
The exhibit features items from 
Servant of God Father Stanley 
Rother, including his cassock, let-
ters and photos, and items found 
in his room in Guatemala after his 
murder. The free exhibit is open 
weekdays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Frs. Janocha and Grover to lead 
pilgrimage to Fatima

Fr. Carl William Janocha and Fr. 
Daniel Grover will lead a pilgrim-
age to Fatima, Santiago de Com-
postela, and Lourdes, from Nov. 
7-17, 2017. Cost is $3,099 pp, 
including airfare from Oklahoma 
City, four-star hotels, most meals 
and more. Sites include Lisbon, 
Fatima, Santiago de Compos-
tela, Salamanca, Avila, Madrid, 
and Lourdes. In 1917, Our Lady 
appeared to three small children 
in a field in Fatima. Join in to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of this apparition, and visit the 
pilgrimage site of Santiago de 
Compostela, with the burial place 
of St. James, see the shrine to St. 
Teresa of Avila, and the Grotto 
of the Apparition of Our Lady 
to Bernadette in Lourdes. $400 
deposit required. Contact Fr. 
Carl Janocha, (580) 395-2148, 
cwjanocha@kanokla.net.

Fr. Jim Goins to celebrate silver 
jubilee with pilgrimage

Join Fr. Jim Goins to celebrate 
his silver jubilee by walking the 
Way of St. James through coastal 
Portugal and Spain May 28-June 
9, 2017. Limited to 25 pilgrims. 
Porto, Ponte de Lima, Valencia, Or-
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benille, Mos, Arcade, Pontevedra, 
El Parque Natural de Ria Barosa, 
San Miguel, Rua de Francos Pad-
ron, Santiago de Compostela. Cost 
is $4,399 pp dbl. occ., includes all 
meals, roundtrip air from OKC, 
luggage transfers, superior hotels, 
guides, all admissions. Mass daily, 
support/chase van available and 
luxury motor coach for sightsee-
ing and transfer to and from trail 
start/end locations each day. $300 
pp deposit. Contact (405) 293-
2003, mroewe@Unitours.com. 

Ireland pilgrimage
Join Fr. Ray Ackerman and Fr. 

John Peter Swaminathan on a 
unique pilgrimage to Ireland, July 
10-22. Includes Dublin, Baltin-
glass Abbey, St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
Our Lady of Knock, St. Patrick’s 
Tomb and Cathedral, Giant’s 
Causeway, Titanic Museum in 
Belfast, Glendalough, Lake Corrib 
Cruise, Trinity College, Gallarus 
Oratory, Kilmalkedar Church, St. 
John’s Cathedral, Holy Well of St. 
Brigid, Cliffs of Moher, O’Brien’s 
Tower, Rock of Cashel, Clonmac-
noise, Blarney Castle, the Bur-
ren, Downpatrick Cathedral, Inch 
Abbey, Galway, and more. Mass, 
breakfast, dinner daily, 4-star ho-
tels, luxury motorcoach, roundtrip 
air from OKC. $4,399 pp. $300 
pp deposit. Contact Melani Roewe 
at (405) 293-2003 or go online to 
http://bit.ly/RevAckermanIreland 
to download brochure. Secure 
online registration at http://bit.
ly/29KPZTT.

Scholarships for hearing im-
paired students

The Hearing Loss Association of 
America Central Oklahoma Chap-
ter (HLAACOC) announced the 
2017 scholarship program. There 
will be two scholarships of $1,000 
each, awarded to students enrolled 
for the fall 2017 school year. Appli-
cants must have hearing loss and 
be entering higher education in 
the fall. There is no age limit, but 
the student must plan to attend 
an Oklahoma higher learning 
institute. Applications available at 
the Hearing Helpers Room, 5100 

N. Brookline, Ste. A, OKC, or on-
line at www.OKCHearingLoss.org. 
Deadline is April 3.

Oklahoma Catholic Quiz Bowl
The first Oklahoma Catholic 

Quiz Bowl will be held at St Gre-
gory’s University on March 25. 
The OK CQB’s vision is to improve 
participants’ knowledge of the 
Catholic Church and to inspire a 
deeper love of the faith in an inte-
grated program of fun competition 
and good sportsmanship that also 
will provide participants and visi-
tors opportunities to deepen their 
faith through encounters with the 
monks, faculty and students at St. 
Gregory’s Abbey and University.

Mass offered at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey for the Feast of the An-
nunciation. For information on 
rules, eligibility, sample questions 
or to enter your team, go online 
to www.fm-sgu.org/oklahoma-
catholic-quiz-bowl or contact 
mail@fm-sgu.org. 

Catholic Charities weekly Mass
Catholic Charities, at 1232 N. 

Classen Blvd., OKC, has Mass at 
11 a.m. every Friday in the chapel. 
Mass is open to the public. Check 
holiday schedule. 

Catholic young adults of OKC
Open to all young adults (ages 

18-39, married or single) in the 
archdiocese. Visit Facebook page 
(Catholic Young Adults of OKC) for 
events and information or e-mail 
info@catholicyoungadultsokc.com. 

Attention Christ the King 
alumni 

Christ the King School is search-
ing for all CK Knights! The school 
would like to include alumni news 
in the annual school newsletter 
this fall. E-mail information and 
pictures to alumni@ckschool.com. 
The newsletter will be posted un-
der the “Alumni” link at www.ck-
school.com/groups/4984/alumni/
home. Also, keep the database 
up-to-date by e-mailing updated 
contact information.

Pregnancy and infant loss
St. Ann’s Ministry for Pregnancy 

and Infant Loss will meet 6:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m. the second Thurs-
day of each month at St. John’s 
Raphael House in Edmond. The 
monthly Catholic support group 
consists of parents who have lost a 
child due to miscarriage, stillbirth, 
SIDS, medical conditions, etc. Ev-
eryone is welcome, no matter how 
long ago the loss occurred. Con-
tact Marilyn Seiler (405) 340-0691, 
Ext. 197, parishnurse@stjohn-
catholic.org.

By Sally Crowe Nash

Near the close of 2015, my 
husband and I were miraculously 
spared by God, despite being 
involved in a serious car acci-
dent. A pall settled over me that 
muted the joy and exuberance of 
the Christmas Season. I mulled 
over the fact that I had just stared 
death in the face, so God must 
have something in mind for my 
future.

Now, as I review 2016, I am 
struck by what an extraordinary 
year it turned out to be. 

I witnessed the love of my dad 
as he sacrificed his 89-year-old 
body to care for my mom so she 
didn’t have to live in a nursing 
home. My siblings and I rallied 
round my parents in support of 
this decision.

Also in 2016, the death of EWTN 
founder, Mother Angelica, rocked 
the world of Catholic radio. 

Our prayers about the future of 
Catholic radio in Oklahoma led 
us to realize we could no lon-
ger conduct business as usual, 
relying only on the support of our 
listeners. We began applying for 
grants, and took steps to broaden 
our donor base. Fundraising 
events are in the works as well as 
changes to our business sponsor-
ship, and a conscientious effort to 
reach out to business leaders in 
the Catholic community. Restruc-
turing our board of directors and 

Are You Listening?
their division of duties also is part 
of our plan to grow sustainably.

Yes, 2016 has been an ex-
traordinary year. It challenged 
our thinking and approaches. 
A parallel comes to mind in the 
Resurrection of Jesus. The women 
who came to the tomb with burial 
spices were not expecting a res-
urrection. In their minds, they 
were about to clean up a disaster, 
but the unheard of had occurred: 
“Two men in dazzling garments ... 
said to them: ‘Why do you search 
for the Living One among the 
dead?’” (Luke 24: 4-5)

Like the women, we don’t have 
time to gawk. We are being guided 
by faith.

Did the remarkable of 2016 
challenge you for 2017? Could 
God be calling you? 

DONATIONS can be made 
in several ways. Go to www.
okcatholicbroadcasting.com and 
click on the “Donate” link. If you 
have questions, contact Marlene 
at (405) 255-7348 or mstapp4@
gmail.com.

BUSINESS OWNERS! Are you 
interested in being recognized 
in a sponsor recognition spots? 
Contact Sally Crowe Nash at (405) 
441-3798 or sallycrowenash@
gmail.com. 

LISTEN ONLINE at www.
okcatholicbroadcasting.com.

Wednesday, January 18, at 6 o’clock in the evening
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cathedral

3214 N. Lake Avenue / Oklahoma City, OK

Presentations Following Mass Include:

For Adults:
Spirituality of Caregivers

by Mary Diane Steltenkamp

For Youth:
“Price Check on Me - What’s My Worth”

by Father Chris Brashears

Presented by the Archdiocesan Sanctity of Life Committee. For more information, contact Becky VanPool at (405) 523-3000 ext. 245.

Wednesday, January 18, at 6 o’clock in the evening
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cathedral

3214 N. Lake Avenue / Oklahoma City, OK

Presentations Following Mass Include:

For Adults:
Spirituality of Caregivers

by Mary Diane Steltenkamp

For Youth:
“Price Check on Me - What’s My Worth”

by Father Chris Brashears

Presented by the Archdiocesan Sanctity of Life Committee. For more information, contact Becky VanPool at (405) 523-3000 ext. 245.

Wednesday, January 18, at 6 o’clock in the evening
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cathedral

3214 N. Lake Avenue / Oklahoma City, OK

Presentations Following Mass Include:

For Adults:
Spirituality of Caregivers

by Mary Diane Steltenkamp

For Youth:
“Price Check on Me - What’s My Worth”

by Father Chris Brashears

Presented by the Archdiocesan Sanctity of Life Committee. For more information, contact Becky VanPool at (405) 523-3000 ext. 245.

Wednesday, January 18, at 6 o’clock in the evening
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cathedral

3214 N. Lake Avenue / Oklahoma City, OK

Presentations Following Mass Include:

For Adults:
Spirituality of Caregivers

by Mary Diane Steltenkamp

For Youth:
“Price Check on Me - What’s My Worth”

by Father Chris Brashears

Presented by the Archdiocesan Sanctity of Life Committee. For more information, contact Becky VanPool at (405) 523-3000 ext. 245.

Wednesday, January 18, at 6 o’clock in the evening
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cathedral

3214 N. Lake Avenue / Oklahoma City, OK

Presentations Following Mass Include:

For Adults:
Spirituality of Caregivers

by Mary Diane Steltenkamp

For Youth:
“Price Check on Me - What’s My Worth”

by Father Chris Brashears

Presented by the Archdiocesan Sanctity of Life Committee. For more information, contact Becky VanPool at (405) 523-3000 ext. 245.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect 

all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

December 25, 2016   15

December

Christmas Day, Feast of the 
Nativity of the Lord.

Feast of St. Stephen.

Feast of St. John.

Feast of the Holy Innocents.

Feast of St. Thomas Becket.

Feast of the Holy Family of 
Jesus Mary and Joseph.

New Year’s Eve.

January

New Year’s Day. Solemnity of 
Mary, the Holy Mother of God.

Feast of St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m. at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center Chapel 
and Rm. 136. Contact Toni 
Calvey at (405) 630-0539, 
tonicalvey1900@ gmail.com or 
visit www.SpiritOKC.o rg.

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center. Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament is at 5:30 
p.m. with the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation available prior 
to Mass. Mass is at 7 p.m. 
Those wanting to learn more 
about First Friday Devotion 
and the practice of consecrat-
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ing the family and home to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus will 
find materials available after 
Mass. Contact the Office of 
Family Life at (405) 721-8944 
or Diane Grim at (405) 528-
6252.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, at St. 
Ann’s Nursing Home in Okla-
homa City on the 1st and 3rd 
Saturday of each month. Mass 
is at 9:30 a.m. in the chapel 
and meetings are immediately 
after Mass. Father Tarsisius is 
our Spiritual Director. Contact 
Karen Banks, (405) 396-9086 
or Toni Harrelson, (405) 341-
2199.

Feast of the Epiphany of the 
Lord.

Charismatic Healing Mass, 
5:30 p.m. at Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Church, 
3901 S.W. 29, OKC. Contact 
(405) 685-4806.

The Rosary for Life at 6:30 
p.m. in the chapel at St. 
Thomas More, 100 Stinson 
St., Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang at jlang9@cox.net or 
(405) 249-1041.

The Catholic Pastoral Center 
will be closed through Jan. 2, 
2017.
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Sooner Catholic

Deacon formation class 2017

The following candidates were 
installed as Acolytes on Nov. 18 
by Archbishop Coakley at the St. 
Francis de Sales Chapel at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center:

1. Adolfo Aleman
2. Robert Blakely
3. Michael Buchanan
4. Chestney Butler
5. Wuse Cara
6. Luis De La Garza
7. George Fombe
8. Mark Gildon
9. Terrance Givens
10. James Hankins
11. John Harned
12. Randy Hearn
13. Fernando Hernandez
14. Robert Highsmith
15. Juan Jimenez
16. Anthony Layton
17. Gus Orellana
18. Jorge Pereira
19. Paul Reinart
20. Emilio Rodriquez
21. Val Ross

Photos Cara Koenig.
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St. Philip Neri names family life center for Fr. Fuller
Sooner Catholic

Archbishop blesses new icon of 
Our Lady at Catholic Charities

Archbishop Coakley joined 
clergy, Catholic Charities’ staff and 
visitors to dedicate and bless the 
new icon of Our Lady of Guadal-
upe in the Saint Teresa of Calcutta 
Chapel at Catholic Charities in 
Oklahoma City.

The icon was commissioned by 
Archbishop Coakley and created 
by renowned Oklahoma iconog-
rapher Janet Jaime. Jaime also 
created the icon of Mother Teresa 
that hangs on the opposite wall in 
the chapel.

Each icon created by Jaime 
requires three months to complete 
with the artist working several 
hours a day, seven days a week. 
The process uses egg tempera, a 
technique used in the Byzantine 
era, and powder ground from 
natural rocks, minerals and plants 
instead of paint.

Once the birch wood is sanded 
and prepped with a special glue, 
calcium carbonate and marble 
dust, Jaime uses a mixture that 
includes egg yolk and vinegar 
to mix the colors. The rocks are 
ground to a powder form and 
include pigments of burnt bone, 
azurite, French ochre and sankir. 

Contact Catholic Charities to 
view the artwork. Mass is cele-
brated at 11 a.m. every Friday in 
the chapel, 1232 N. Classen Blvd., 
OKC. Check the holiday schedule.

Archbishop Coakley joined Father Timothy Fuller, former 
pastors Father Jack Feehily and Father Charles Murphy, Prin-
cipal Brenda Tener, students, staff, benefactors and residents 
in November to dedicate and bless the new family life center at 
Saint Philip Neri Catholic Church and School. On Dec. 4, the 

center was offi cially named 
in honor of Father Fuller.

During the dedication 
ceremony, the procession 
was led by the Knights of 
Columbus and the school 
choir performed “God Bless 
America.” Wade Moore, 
president of the Midwest 
City Chamber of Commerce, 
made a proclamation on be-
half of the city chamber.

Archbishop 
Coakley extended 
his words of 
congratulations 
and praised 
Saint Philip Neri 
for “fostering 
an education in 
faith and extend-
ing parish life,’” 
with the new 
24,000-square-foot 
building. 

“This family life center 
highlights the faith and the 
mission of Saint Philip Neri 
in Midwest City,” he said. 

Father Fuller added that 
the project would not have 
been possible without the 
foresight of the prior pas-
tors who were able to ac-
cumulate the surrounding 
properties to build the fam-
ily life center.  Housed inside 
the family life center is a full-size gymnasium, four meeting 
rooms, industrial-sized kitchen and concession stand.

“Saint Philip Neri has been blessed with so many good and 
faithful people,” Principal Tener said. “Even though buildings 
come and go, our hope is that our students have the founda-
tion to become good and faithful people as well.”
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