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Go Make Disciples

’Tis the season
The Christmas season does not 

end on Christmas Day; it begins. It 
does not end until Jan. 12.

Ideally, we have actively waited for 
the Lord during Advent.

 “People who wait have received a 
promise that allows them to wait,” 
author Henri Nouwen writes. “They 
have received something that is at 
work in them, like a seed that has 
started to grow.”

Pope Francis, too, took up this 
theme in “Evangelii Gaudium.”

“Because we do not always see 
these seeds growing, we need an 
interior certainty, a conviction that 
God is able to act in every situation,” 
the pope writes (No. 279). “This 
fruitfulness is often invisible, elusive 
and unquantifi able. We can know 
quite well that our lives will be fruit-
ful, without claiming to know how, 
or where, or when.”

Realistically, though, we have not 
waited perfectly. How are we now to 
celebrate well? 

If the Incarnation teaches us 
anything, it is that God takes the 
initiative to come to us.

“It is a uniquely Christian teach-
ing, the Divine choosing to become 
one of us,” USCCB.org states. 
“Because of this belief, God is not 
only transcendent, but also wholly 
immanent, Emmanuel (God-with-
us). While remaining transcendent 
(meaning we must rise above our 
present condition to reach Him), 
He is at the same time immanent 
(meaning He is with us as we rise 
toward Him). Every Eucharist is 
like Christmas where the bread and 
wine are transformed into His fl esh, 
His body and blood, and, in a sense, 
He is born anew on the altar.”

That, then, is how we celebrate: 
We step forward in a line, we say 
“Amen,” and we receive Jesus 
Christ, body, blood, soul and divin-
ity. 

By Sooner Catholic Staff
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.com:

 On Dec. 12, Mount Saint 
Mary Catholic High School 
celebrated the 110th anni-
versary of the cornerstone 
of the school and the 50th 
Jubilee of four Sisters of 
Mercy. Recap and photos at 
www.soonercatholic.com.

 Children from Saint 
Monica’s Catholic Church 
in Edmond received a visit 
from Saint Nicholas. To view 
photos of the children, visit 
www.soonercatholic.com.

 Catholics Returning 
Home begins the fi rst week 
of January at three parishes 
in the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City. For more infor-
mation about times, dates 
and places, visit www.sooner-
catholic.com and click on 
“Briefs.”

 Oklahoma Catholic 
Broadcasting received a 
construction permit for a 
station in the Enid/Ringwood 
area and are looking for a 
site in that area to construct 
a tower. To read about this 
development, visit www.
soonercatholic.com and click 
on “Briefs.”

Admissions

In the article, “In December, 
two Marian feasts point to-
ward Christmas” in the Dec. 
8 issue of the Sooner Catho-
lic, we incorrectly stated that 
the tilma imprinted with the 
image of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe hangs in the cathedral in 
Mexico City. The tilma is dis-
played in the Basilica of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, which is 
not a cathedral.

Plus, don’t miss daily 
updates on Facebook and 

Twitter!

Exclusively on 
the website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Dec. 22 – Mass, 10 a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Oklahoma City
Dec. 23 – Mass, 4 p.m., Saint Ann’s Nursing Home, Oklahoma City
Dec. 24 (Christmas Eve) – Mass, (Vietnamese) 8 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Oklahoma 
City. Christmas Eve Midnight Mass, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Dec. 25 (Christmas) – Mass, 10:30 a.m., Carmel of Saint Joseph (Discalced Carmelite Nuns), Piedmont
Dec. 29 – Seminarian Christmas Party, 6 p.m., Saint Francis of Assisi Church
Jan. 7 – Jan. 17 – Middle East Tour with Catholic Relief Services

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace 
to those on whom his favor rests,” (Lk. 2:14). The 
angels’ proclamation of the gift of peace, given in 
Christ, announces the fulfi llment of the messianic 
promises cherished throughout the ages by God’s 
chosen people: “For to us a child is born, a son is 
given; and his name shall be called … Prince of 
Peace” (Is. 9:6).

The Christmas mystery celebrates God’s gift of 
peace. Peace has descended from heaven to earth. 
The Word has become fl esh. God is with us. The or-
der intended by God for his creation is fi nally real-
ized in the person of Jesus of Nazareth, Son of God 
and Son of Mary. This profound communion between 
God and man is the source of genuine peace and 
reconciliation in our world.

The peace of Christ is the fruit of the Holy Spir-
it’s presence dwelling in our hearts. This deep 
experience of a peace that the world cannot 
give is the result of being reconciled to 
God and in right relationship with 
others. 

That this gift of peace has 
not yet been fully realized 
on earth is a reminder 
that we have to contin-
ue to open our hearts 
and allow Christ’s 
peace to take 
root and fl ourish. 
Peace in our world 
begins with the 
willingness to enter 
into a personal 
relationship with 
Jesus, the Prince 
of Peace. Even as 
the birth of Christ 
occurred in an out-
of-the-way place 
near Bethlehem 
and was witnessed 
only by a few shep-
herds, the birth of 
peace in our world 
begins in the hid-
den recesses of our 
hearts. It is here 
that we welcome 
Christ in faith and 
he communicates 
his peace. 

Where is this 
peace today?  Cer-
tainly the chal-
lenge of peace is the 
urgent challenge of 
our times. As in the 
days of Jeremiah we 
rightly lament, “We wait for peace to no avail; 
for a time of healing, but terror comes instead” (Jer. 
8:15). Instead of peace we have grown accustomed 
to living in a heightened state of alert because of the 
continuing threat of terrorist attacks at home and 
abroad. American troops are still deployed in Af-
ghanistan as a lingering reminder of the conditions 
that led to the tragedy of 9/11. Instability threat-
ens to overwhelm the entire Middle East. There are 
new atrocities breaking out all over the world, most 
recently in the Central African Republic. Senseless 

acts of violence have be-
come all too common in 
our schools and commu-
nities. Indeed, where is 
peace and how will it be 
achieved?

The teaching of Vati-
can II reminds us of an 
important truth. “Peace is 
not the mere absence of 
war or the simple main-
tenance of a balance of 
power between forces, nor can it be imposed at the 
dictate of absolute power. It is called, rightly and 
properly, a work of justice. It is the product of order, 
the order implanted in human society by its divine 

founder, to be re-
alized in practice 
as men hunger and 

thirst for ever more 
perfect justice” (GS 78).
In the Beatitudes Jesus 

proclaims blessed those 
who hunger and thirst for 

justice. He proclaims blessed 
the peacemakers (Mt. 5:6,9). 

The more we welcome the peace 
of Christ into our hearts, the more 
our hearts will burn for justice, 
the more passionate we will be for 
peace in our world. 

It is especially through prayer 
that we welcome and receive 

the peace of Christ. In his 
Apostolic Letter On the 
Most Holy Rosary, Bless-
ed John Paul II recom-
mended the Rosary as 
an effective prayer for 
peace since it leads to 
the loving contempla-
tion of Christ through 
the eyes of Mary. 
“Anyone who assim-
ilates the mystery 
of Christ—and this 
is clearly the goal 
of the Rosary—
learns the secret of 
peace and makes 

it his life’s project” 
(40). Focusing our eyes 
on Christ, meditating on 
his mysteries, pondering 
his teachings, committing 
ourselves to live as his 
disciples, cannot help but 

make us peacemakers in 
the world. 

As we celebrate the birth of Christ at Christmas 
and observe on Jan. 1 both the Solemnity of Mary 
the Mother of God and the World Day of Prayer for 
Peace, I urge you to recommit yourselves to praying 
for peace—peace in our world, peace in our homes 
and communities, peace in our hearts. I recommend 
the prayer of the Rosary be prayed daily for this par-
ticular intention, especially among families, through-
out the New Year. Our Lord promises, “My peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give to you” (Jn.14:27). 

May the Lord give you peace!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

He shall be called Prince of Peace
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Pope says peace is impossible without fraternity based on Christ

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In his 
fi rst message for the annual World 
Day of Peace, Pope Francis writes 
that peace and social justice are 
impossible without a spirit of fra-
ternity based on recognition that 
all men and women are children 
of God -- a relationship fulfi lled 
in the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.

The nearly 5,000-word message, 
entitled “Fraternity, the Founda-
tion and Pathway to Peace,” was 
released by the Vatican Dec. 12 in 
preparation for the World Day of 
Peace Jan. 1.

“Without fraternity it is impos-
sible to build a just society and 
a solid and lasting peace,” the 
pope writes. “At the same time, it 
appears clear that contemporary 
ethical systems remain incapable 
of producing authentic bonds of 
fraternity, since a fraternity devoid 
of reference to a common Father 
as its ultimate foundation is un-
able to endure. True brotherhood 
among peoples presupposes and 
demands a transcendent Father-
hood.”

The pope adds that, “in a par-
ticular way, human fraternity is 
regenerated in and by Jesus Christ 
through his death and resurrec-
tion. The cross is the defi nitive 
foundational locus of that frater-
nity which human beings are not 
capable of generating themselves.”

Pope Francis surveys contem-
porary attacks on human dignity 
 — including war, economic ex-
ploitation, crime, environmental 
pollution and violations of reli-
gious freedom — he says require 
awareness and practice of human-

ity’s brotherhood and sisterhood in 
Christ.

He decries a widespread “poverty 
of relationships as a result of the 
lack of solid family and communi-
ty relationships,” and writes that 
“fraternity is generally fi rst learned 
in the family, thanks above all to 
the responsible and complemen-
tary roles of each of its members, 
particularly the father and the 
mother.”

With regard to economic justice, 
the pope calls for “effective poli-
cies” to reduce income inequality 
and guarantee “access to capital 
and services, educational resourc-
es, healthcare and technology so 
that every person has the oppor-
tunity to express and realize his 
or her life project and can develop 
fully as a person.”

He also calls on ordinary Chris-
tians to embrace a “sober and 
essential lifestyle” and share their 
wealth, calling such practice of 

“detachment” a “form of promoting 
fraternity — and thus defeating 
poverty — which must be the basis 
of all the others.”

The current economic crisis, 
Pope Francis writes, offers a 
“fruitful opportunity to rediscover 
the virtues of prudence, temper-
ance, justice and strength” that 
are “necessary for building and 
preserving a society in accord with 
human dignity.”

He repeats his own calls and 
those of previous popes for the 
“nonproliferation of arms and for 
the disarmament of all parties, 
beginning with nuclear and chemi-
cal weapons,” and appeals directly 
to “all those who sow violence and 
death by force of arms” to see ev-
ery enemy instead as “your broth-
er or sister, and hold back your 
hand!”

“Human beings can experience 
conversion,” the pope writes. “I 
wish this to be a message of hope 

and confi dence for all, even for 
those who have committed brutal 
crimes, for God does not wish the 
death of the sinner, but that he 
converts and lives.”

Pope Francis denounces orga-
nized crime for its role in the drug 
trade, environmental damage, 
“illicit money traffi cking and fi -
nancial speculation,” prostitution, 
human traffi cking, slavery and the 
exploitation of migrants.

Criminal organizations of all siz-
es “gravely offend God, they hurt 
others and they harm creation, all 
the more so when they have reli-
gious overtones,” the pope writes.

He deplores the “inhumane con-
ditions in so many prisons, where 
those in custody are often reduced 
to a subhuman status in violation 
of their human dignity and stunt-
ed in their hope and desire for 
rehabilitation.”

Calling for responsible and eq-
uitable use of natural resources, 
Pope Francis focuses on agricul-
ture. “It is well known that present 
(food) production is suffi cient, and 
yet millions of persons continue to 
suffer and die from hunger, and 
this is a real scandal,” he writes.

Underscoring the critique of glo-
balization that has become a major 
theme of his teaching as pope, he 
observes that the “ever-increasing 
number of interconnections and 
communications in today’s world 
makes us powerfully aware of the 
unity and common destiny of the 
nations.”

But this unity, he writes, is “still 
frequently denied and ignored in a 
world marked by a ‘globalization of 
indifference’ which makes us slow-
ly inured to the suffering of others 
and closed in on ourselves.”

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service 

CNS fi le photo/Nancy Phelan Wiechec

Christmas lights refl ect truth that Christ is light of world, pope says

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The 
lights glowing on the Christmas 
tree in St. Peter’s Square, like 
Christmas lights everywhere, are 
reminders that Jesus is the light of 
the world, Pope Francis said.

While he did not attend the Vat-
ican’s tree-lighting ceremony Dec. 
13, the pope personally thanked 
the German donors and their 
Czech neighbors for the tree during 
an audience earlier in the day.

The 82-feet-tall tree was a gift of 
the German city of Waldmunchen, 

but it grew just over the border in 
the Czech Republic. Mayors from 
Bavaria in Germany and Bohemia 
in the Czech Republic joined hands 
to light the tree.

“This tree is international,” the 
pope told the 350 pilgrims who 
traveled to the Vatican for the 
tree-lighting ceremony.

The Gospel story of Jesus’ birth 
tells how the shepherds tending 
their fl ocks nearby were surround-
ed by a “great light,” the pope said. 
“Today, too, Jesus continues to 
dispel the darkness of error and 
sin and brings humanity the joy of 

blazing divine light.”
“We should let ourselves be 

enveloped by the light of his truth 
so that the joy of the Gospel would 
fi ll the hearts and lives of all who 
encounter Jesus,” he said.

As the sun was about to set, 
the German and Czech pilgrims 
— many in traditional costumes 
— gathered with Vatican offi cials 
for the ceremony. The festivities 
began with the Vatican police band 
playing the Vatican and German 
national anthems.

The Bavarians said they partic-
ularly were proud that it was the 

second time they donated a tree to 
the Vatican; the fi rst was in 1984.

Cardinal Giuseppe Bertello, pres-
ident of the commission governing 
Vatican City State, told the pilgrims 
that while the Christmas tree was 
a northern European tradition, it 
was a custom Pope John Paul II 
brought to the Vatican in 1982.

“The tree, in every culture, is a 
symbol of life,” the cardinal said. A 
Christmas tree is a reminder that 
“the Lord comes to give us his life. 
Let us welcome him in our hearts 
and, in the glow of its light, let us 
bring him to the world.”

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 



Sooner Catholic

Most Reverend
Paul S. Coakley

Archbishop of Oklahoma City
Publisher

Tina Korbe Dzurisin 
Director of Communications/ 

Editor

Cara Koenig
Photographer/Special Projects

Brianna Osborne
Offi ce Staff

Sooner Catholic Newspaper 
7501 Northwest Expressway 
Oklahoma City, OK 73132

(405) 721-1810 
Fax: (405) 721-5210

Email: tips@archokc.org 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 32180

Oklahoma City, OK 73123

Visit us online at 
www.soonercatholic.org

Visit the Archdiocsan website 
at www.archokc.org

The Sooner Catholic 
(USPS 066-910) is published 

biweekly except for once in July 
and twice in December by 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

The newspaper is not responsible 
for unsolicited material. 

Copyright © 2013 Sooner Catholic

Subscription rate: $20 per year 
for all who are not members of the 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.  
Periodical postage paid at 

Oklahoma City, OK 73125.

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to the Sooner Catholic, 
P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, 

OK 73123.

 Volume 35, Number 25

The Sooner Catholic 
is supported through the 
Archdiocesan Development Fund.

Commentary4 December 22, 2013

Navigating the New (and Old) Atheists, Part I
Not long after his election, Pope Francis created a 

stir with a widely reported comment viewed as radi-
cally conciliatory to atheism.  Speaking of the need to 
fi nd common ground in good works, the pope said:

“The Lord has redeemed all of us, all of us, with the 
Blood of Christ: all of us, not just Catholics. Everyone! 
‘Father, the atheists?’ Even the atheists. Everyone!”… 
We must meet one another doing good. ‘But I don’t 
believe, Father, I am an atheist!’ But do good: we will 
meet one another there.”

In the developed world at least, atheism appears 
to possess a dynamic magnetism, a glamorous cloak 
for those seeking a ‘stance of life.’ With every census, 
atheism counts more and more adherents. Atheists 
are newly proud; upwardly mobile; politically savvy 
and eager to convert your grandchildren. It should not 
surprise us that the pope has them on his mind and 
heart.

What follows is the fi rst half of a brief review of the 
different types of atheism, new and old. Rather than 
a ‘know thy enemy’ tone, this modest essay should be 
read as a ‘know thy neighbor’ piece. (My categories of 
atheism are largely derivative of a series of lectures 
entitled The Problem of God by John Courtney Mur-
ray, S.J., delivered at Yale in the winter of 1962.)

The godless man of the marketplace
A very old type of atheism, the godless man of the 

marketplace may live explicitly without a sense of 
God or may simply function as an atheist without 
ever refl ecting on the weight of the matter. Money 
and material goods have become his god. Life evolves 
into a game to collect wealth, often at the expense of 
relationships and communal values. A few years ago, 
an oft-seen bumper sticker read ‘The One Who Dies 
With The Most Toys, Wins!’ Intended or not, it was the 
perfect creed for this sort of atheism.

Pope Francis has been intensely critical of those who 
hold to economic theories and practices that reduce 

the poor to chattel or who place the au-
tonomy of markets above the needs of 
others. I suspect this strain of atheism 
is one for which Pope Francis has little 
patience. When capitalism goes wrong, 
it produces many such godless men.

The godless man of science
With us since the Enlightenment, the 

godless man of science rejects faith as 
an ornament of lingering superstition 
and holds out reason as humanity’s 
only authentic guiding light. This sub-
culture of atheism is active on college campuses and, 
alas, is helped by the recurring plagues of irrational 
religious violence. For this type of atheist, the option 
for faith in God is unacceptable because the very con-
cept of God (unobservable; not testable) is beyond the 
realm of science. 

Because the Catholic Church holds that science and 
faith need not be at odds, and that scientifi c discovery 
ultimately leads man to God, this type of atheism has 
often been regarded by the Church as a soul detoured 
rather than a soul destroyed. Pope Francis appears 
very interested in facilitating an ongoing conversation 
with this strain of atheistic culture.

Despite the pope’s boundless good will, many athe-
ists of this bent are uniquely disinterested in dialoging 
with people of faith. Richard Dawkins is a perfect ex-
ample of the godless man of science who would rather 
ridicule religion, or have it treated as a form of mental 
illness, than listen to people of faith wax on about 
God. I must confess pessimism about efforts to engage 
such atheists in meaningful dialogue.

In parts two and three of this essay, I will examine 
two additional categories of atheism and then explore 
a theological response to the atheisms of our time.

Father Goins is the pastor of Saint Thomas More 
Catholic Church in Norman.

By Fr. James 
Goins

Cardinal George: an anniversary appreciation
When Francis Eugene George fi rst 

sought admission to the Chicago semi-
nary in the 1950s, Chicago Catholicism 
imagined itself the future of the Cath-
olic Church in the western world—and 
not without reason. A lot of the ferment 
in Catholic intellectual, liturgical and 
pastoral life that would eventually pro-
duce the Second Vatican Council had 
already passed through Cook and Lake 
Counties in the previous two decades. 
Thus “this confi dent Church” (as one 
historian of Chicago Catholicism dubbed it) readily 
imagined itself the cutting-edge of the Catholic future: 
where Chicago was, the rest of the Church would 
eventually be. It was a conceit, to be sure; but it was 
a conceit with some institutional and pastoral foun-
dation.  

Now, as he marks his golden anniversary of priestly 
ordination on Dec. 21, Cardinal Francis E. George, 
O.M.I., the fi rst native Chicagoan to lead what many 
still regard as the fl agship American diocese, is best 
known, in some circles at least, for proposing the 
possibility of a very different Catholic future. He 
sketched it starkly for a group of priests, to illustrate 
the implications of radical secularization for Ameri-
ca: “I will die in bed, my successor will die in prison, 
and his successor will die as a martyr in the public 
square. His successor will pick up the shards of a 
ruined society and slowly help rebuild civilization, as 
the Church has done so often in human history.”

There have likely been moments when my friend 
Cardinal George has rued the day he publicly en-
gaged in that thought-exercise. Many 21st-century 
Catholics are reluctant to think outside their comfort 
zones; the blogosphere can distort anything. Yet the 
arresting way he formulated that possible future, 
and especially its net result, gets us to the essence of 
Francis Eugene George, I suggest. 

By the time Francis George became its bishop in 
1997, the “confi dent Church” of Chicago had become 
a shaken Church: pastoral practice was slack; prac-
tice of the faith, by such elementary measures as 
Sunday Mass attendance and frequency of sacramen-

tal confession, had taken a severe hit; the seminary 
was in various forms of distress. Cardinal George 
addressed these and other problems in the face of 
ecclesiastical resistance (both clerical and lay), an 
increasingly challenging public environment, and a 
deteriorating culture. Yet even after a diffi cult decade 
of working to restore Catholic practice in the Windy 
City, Cardinal George remained confi dent that, even if 
the worst should happen down the line, the Catholic 
Church would not only survive but become one of the 
agents of society’s renewal. And the cardinal’s con-
fi dence rested, not on the vast institutional network 
that buttressed the “confi dent Church” of his boy-
hood, but on his faith in the Lord’s promise that the 
Holy Spirit would always be with the Church, calling 
it to conversion and mission, to the works of charity 
and service. 

Francis Eugene George is a man of well-honed, 
critical intelligence. But to focus solely on the man of 
intellect can sometimes obscure the deeper truth that 
he is a man of profound faith: the cross-centered faith 
that supports the remarkable physical courage of this 
polio survivor who must bear regular pain; the faith 
in divine mercy that allows him to say, without blush, 
that “the most important conversations on the planet” 
take place in the confessional; the evangelically alert 
faith that has led him to support such bold initia-
tives as Father Robert Barron’s “Word on Fire” media 
ministry and its remarkable “Catholicism” series; the 
ecclesial faith that made him an effective leader of the 
U.S. bishops, preparing the way for the work of Cardi-
nal Timothy Dolan and many others. 

He may well be the most intellectually sophisticat-
ed bishop in U.S. Catholic history; he certainly has 
shown keen insight into the sources of America’s cur-
rent crisis of public culture. Yet as he marks the 50th 
anniversary of the day when he became a priest of the 
Church, an icon of the eternal priesthood of Christ, it 
is as a brother in Christ whose faith-based Christian 
courage gives courage to others that I wish to salute 
him.

George Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver 
Catholic Register, the offi cial newspaper of the Denver 
Archdiocese.

By George 
Weigel

Sanctity of Life Mass brings families together to pray for respect for life

As pro-life organizers around the 
country stop to mourn the an-
niversary of Roe vs. Wade, hun-
dreds of local Catholics will join 
to pray for a renewed respect for 
all human life, from conception to 
natural death, at the Sanctity of 
Life Mass on Jan. 15, 2014.

Father William Novak, V.G., 
will preside at this annual Mass, 
marking the 41st anniversary 
of the landmark Supreme Court 
decision. Sponsored by the arch-
diocesan Sanctity of Life Commit-
tee, the Mass will begin at 6 p.m. 
at the Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City, 
followed by a short program.

“The Sanctity of Life Mass is a 
time to pray for those blameless 
unborn babies whose lives are 
in jeopardy because our law and 
culture do not provide adequate 
protection for them,” Archbishop 
Paul Coakley said. “It is a time to 
pray for those vulnerable mothers 
who have been deceived to think 
abortion will resolve their desper-
ation. It is, ultimately, a time to 
acknowledge the reality of sin – a 
reality to which we all contribute 
– and to plead for God’s healing, 
mercy and forgiveness.”

While the archbishop will be 
in the Middle East with Catholic 

Relief Services on Jan. 15 and 
therefore unable to be physically 
present at the Mass, he said his 
prayers “will be with those who 
attend and with the unborn, who, 
as Pope Francis recently reiter-
ated, are the most innocent and 
defenseless among us.”

Following the Mass there will 
be separate talks for adults and 
high school youth. In the Cathe-
dral, Debi Wagner will present to 
adults: “‘Choose Life’: It is more 
than just a saying on a bumper 
sticker.” Next door in the Connor 
Center, Brian Boeckman, campus 
minister at Mount Saint Mary’s 

High School, will give a talk for the 
high school youth titled, “R-E-S-P-
E-C-T is not just a song from your 
parents’ youth. Without respect 
for yourself and others, who will 
respect you?”

“This event brings families to-
gether to pray, be educated about 
the Catholic Church’s teachings 
about respect for life and to be 
encouraged to incorporate these 
teachings in their lived faith,” said 
coordinator Pat Koenig.

Organizers hope this archdioc-
esan wide call to prayer for the 
unborn will inspire the community 
to pass laws to protect life and to 

speak up when any human life is 
being marginalized. 

“This Mass gives us the oppor-
tunity to refl ect and apply the 
Church’s social teaching that 
every person is precious, and that, 
as people of God, we are called to 
enhance the life and dignity of the 
human person,” said Becky Van 
Pool of Catholic Charities, which 
is co-sponsoring the event with 
the Offi ce of Family Life and the 
Sanctity of Life Committee. 

In the past, Oklahoma City 
Catholics, especially the youth, 
have shown up in large numbers 
to hear this message of truth and 
to remember that, through Christ, 
the evils of the culture of death 
can be overcome.

“It has been more than 40 years 
since the United States Supreme 
Court handed down its devastat-
ing decision in Roe v. Wade, but 
still we grieve at its tragic and de-
humanizing consequences,” added 
Archbishop Coakley. “Nearly 50 
million unborn babies have lost 
their lives to legalized abortion; 
mothers and fathers have lost 
their children; and many con-
scientious men and women have 
lost their once-acute sense of the 
dignity of the human person. The 
need to pray remains great.”

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

In the face of new threats to freedom, Catholics celebrate Dr. King’s legacy

At 5 p.m. on Jan. 18, Archbishop Paul Coak-
ley will preside at a Mass celebrating the legacy 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Corpus Christi 
Church in Oklahoma City will host a multicul-
tural tribute and reception following the Mass.

This celebration began with students at 
the former Corpus Christi School celebrating 
King’s birthday. When Archbishop Emeritus 
Eusebius Beltran arrived in Oklahoma City, 
the Mass became the main part of the celebra-
tion. Archbishop Beltran has a strong connec-
tion to King and to the civil rights movement: 
As a young priest in the Archdiocese of Atlan-
ta, Ga., he joined the marches in Selma, Ala., 
in the 1960s.

Archbishop Beltran and his friends, also 
young priests, knew that “segregation was 
evil.”

“The Church was extremely active [in the 
movement] … It was a minority, but in a lead-
ership role,” said Archbishop Beltran. “When 
my archbishop found out I was going, he made 
it very clear ... If we were put in jail, he would 
not bail us out. We had to do it for the right 
reasons and take the punishment.”

“We were there for days; it was frightening 
and scary,” said Archbishop Beltran, remem-
bering people being beaten during the march-
es.

Preserving King’s dream is important today 
because of new threats to freedom.

“Liberty in the United States is now being 
reduced and constrained unfairly,” said Arch-
bishop Beltran, referencing the Affordable Care 
Act HHS mandate, which could force business 
owners and individuals to violate their reli-
gious beliefs when providing health care.

“It’s hard for me to believe this is happen-
ing,” said Archbishop Beltran. “Fifty years ago, 
we took religious freedom for granted.”

To pray for King and for the life, liberty and 
dignity of all people seems appropriate be-
cause of what King himself said in his “I have a 

dream” speech regarding the brotherhood of all 
men, “Protestant and Catholic,” and their faith 
in a brighter future. “With this faith, we will be 
able to hew out of the mountain of despair a 
stone of hope,” said King.

“People say, ‘He’s not Catholic,’ but the Mass 
can be offered for anyone,” said Archbishop 
Beltran. “To celebrate the Eucharist is the 
most important thing we can ever do. When 
we proclaim the freedom of people, what better 
way than through the Mass?”

Archbishop Paul Coakley also perceived 
modern themes in this celebration.

“Each year when our nation celebrates 
the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., we 
Catholics take the opportunity to express our 
solidarity with those who continue to struggle 
to live in dignity,” said Archbishop Coakley. 
“In the same spirit we continue to advocate, 
pray and act to shine a light on inequality 
and injustice wherever it might exist … Our 
faith calls us to stand for the dignity of every 
human life, from conception to natural death.  
Among the greatest scandals in our nation is 
the continuing disregard and lack of protection 
for unborn children.  We have to create a cul-
ture where every woman fi nds the support nec-
essary to choose life as well as a society that 
fosters the conditions which allow all children 
and families to fl ourish.”

Before and after the Mass, a number of 
events will demonstrate “how the Church hon-
ors Dr. King’s work through our ministry,” said 
Becky VanPool, director of Parish Outreach 
at Catholic Charities in Oklahoma City. The 
events include an Oklahoma Regional Food 
Bank service project from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., a 
blessing for participants in the March for Life 
in Washington, D.C., and presentations from 
the Corpus Christi youth dancers, the Holy 
Angels Matachines dancers and the Young 
Achievers.

Brianna Osborne is a staff writer for the 
Sooner Catholic and the editor of the Sooner 
Catholic enewsletter.

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic

Sooner Catholic December 22, 2013  5Looking Ahead



Sooner CatholicVocations6 December 22, 2013

Meet Our 
Seminarians

This is the 15th part in a 24-part 
series to introduce the seminar-
ians of the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City to the people they will 
one day serve as priests.

Deacon Timothy Ruckel

What is your home parish? 
Church of the Epiphany of the Lord

What seminary do you attend? Saint Meinrad 
Seminary and School of Theology

If it is God’s will, what year will you be ordained 
a priest? 2014. 

What is your favorite subject in the seminary? 
Homiletics.

Describe your typical day. My typical day is 
busy.  It can be described as holding a full time 
job with an abundance of work and deadlines 
to meet.  It begins with breakfast, followed by 
prayer which is very important.  Then it is off to 
classes.  After morning classes then it is time 
for Mass.  After Mass, it is then time for lunch.  
Sometimes the afternoon can be fi lled with more 
classes or meetings such as Spiritual Direc-
tion.  If there are no classes or meetings it is a 
good time to read for class or recreation time.  
Evening prayer is usually at 5 p.m. followed by 
dinner.  I almost forgot to mention my piano les-
sons.  (Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays, there 
is Eucharistic Adoration).  

What is the most important thing you have 
learned in the seminary so far?  There are many 
important things I have learned in the seminary, 
but perhaps one thing that I have learned is how 
to preach the Word of God.  Using the descrip-
tion of Ken Untener, at fi rst the homilist is pic-
tured as a cook who looks to see what’s in the 
pantry and the refrigerator (the readings), comes 
up with a menu (the ‘main thought,’), puts the 
meal together … and then serves it.  What I have 
discovered by taking homiletics and reading Ken 
Untener’s book, is that “the homilist comes into 
a kitchen that is fi lled with the smell of some-
thing already cooking, and it is the Lord who is 
doing it.  The liturgy is the Lord’s meal all the 
way around: the menu, the cooking, the serving.  
We are helpers.” Ken Untener was one of the 
bishops of Saginaw, Michigan.  He died in 2004.

What do you look forward to most about becom-
ing a priest? Being a bridge of hope for those I 
minister to.  

Who is your favorite saint? Saint Timothy.  He 
was well known for his gentleness, and he was a 
faithful disciple of Saint Paul and, like him, trav-
eled much to bring the Good News to all people.  

Name one thing that every Catholic needs to 
know. Every Catholic needs to know how to 
pray.  Yes, we all pray in some way or anoth-
er.  “Prayer should be short and pure, unless 
perhaps it is prolonged under the inspiration of 
divine grace.” – Rule of St. Benedict, Ch 20:4  

Describe your relationship with Christ. My rela-
tionship with Christ can be described as a true 
friendship.  My relationship is a relationship of 
joy, happiness, comfort and compassion.  Christ 
walks with me down every path I am on.  He is 
my love, my fortress, my stronghold, my savior, 
my shield and my place of refuge.   Most impor-
tantly, Christ understands me.   

More than an economic critique, Evangelii Gaudium 
should both challenge and comfort Catholics

Late last month, on Nov. 26, Pope Francis 
released the apostolic exhortation “Evangelii 
Gaudium” (“The Joy of the Gospel”).

In the weeks after its release, the U.S. news 
media homed in on a quote in which Pope 
Francis gamely warned against a naïve faith in 
“trickle-down theories” of economics.

Pope Francis’ criticisms of the excesses of 
capitalism are undoubtedly signifi cant, but, in 
reducing “Evangelii Gaudium” to an economic 
critique, secular commentators missed that the 
pope was delivering a far more transcendent 
message than any mere policy prescription.

As Bishop James D. Conley of the Diocese of 
Lincoln, Neb., wrote in “National Review,” “The 
personal and convicting message of Pope Fran-
cis requires us to examine carefully the hu-
manity of our public policy, and of our private 
lives … But because Pope Francis’ message is 
personally convicting, it is now being reduced 
to a sophomoric caricature.”

Archdiocesan Director of New Evangeliza-
tion, Carole Brown, Ph.D., adds: “Immediately, 
Pope Francis prevents us from separating our 
concern for evangelization from a concern for 
the poor. We can get caught up in a wrestling 
match between factions in the Church: ‘left-
right,’ ‘conservative-liberal,’ ‘orthodoxy-ortho-
praxy.’ The pope does not allow us to remain 
polarized: He intentionally holds the Catholic 
tension between evangelization and solidarity 
with the human family – a brilliant move on his 
part and a challenge to us in the Church who 
are tempted by such polemics.” 

Stung by joy
In “Evangelii Gaudium,” Pope Francis invites 

the faithful to rejoice in Jesus’ love for them, 
in His victory over sin and death, and in His 
ability to speak to and resolve each and every 
problem that plagues the human heart – and to 
then extend Jesus’ love to others.

At the same time, the pope challenges read-
ers to recognize the various ways they current-
ly fail to refl ect the joy of the Gospel, thereby 
compromising the Good News and threatening 
its reception among those who desperately 
need to hear it. 

Consequently, “Evangelii Gaudium,” like the 
Gospel itself, both stings and salves.

“In ‘Evangelii Gaudium,’ we defi nitely get a 
feel for the personality of Pope Francis,” Brown 
said. “He has a humorous streak and is not 
reluctant to throw a few zingers in here and 
there!”

It stings, for example, that the pope repeat-
edly censures the inordinate attachment to free 
time that arrests our development as Chris-
tians.

“At a time when we most need a missionary 
dynamism which will bring salt and light to the 
world, many lay people fear that they may be 
asked to undertake some apostolic work and 
they seek to avoid any responsibility that may 
take away from their free time,” the pope writes 
(No. 81). 

Nor does he reserve his criticisms solely for 
the laity.

“Something similar is also happening with 
priests who are obsessed with protecting their 
free time,” he adds (No. 81). “This is frequently 
due to the fact that people feel an overbear-
ing need to guard their personal freedom, as 
though the task of evangelization was a dan-
gerous poison rather than a joyful response to 
God’s love which summons us to mission and 
makes us fulfi lled and productive.”

Brown notes another instance in which the 
pope minces no words: “Pope Francis speaks 
about the importance of the homily in a way 
that may make some people’s ears burn: ‘The 
homily is the touchstone for judging a pastor’s 
closeness and ability to communicate to his 
people. We know that the faithful attach great 

importance to it, and that both they and their 
ordained ministers suffer because of homilies: 
the laity from having to listen to them and the 
clergy from having to preach them! It is sad 
that this is the case.’”

“Helping those who are in thrall”
Yet, the pope insists his intention is not to 

wound readers’ pride and vanity.
“I am interested only in helping those who are 

in thrall to an individualistic, indifferent and 
self-centered mentality to be freed from those 
unworthy chains and to attain a way of living 
and thinking which is more humane, noble and 
fruitful, and which will bring dignity to their 
presence on this earth,” he explains (No. 208).

The pope has abundant confi dence in the 
universal applicability of the Gospel and in 
God’s ability to bind us together as a people.

“The joy of the Gospel is such that it cannot 
be taken away from us by anyone or anything 
(cf. Jn 16:22),” he says (No. 84). “The evils of 
our world – and those of the Church – must 
not be excuses for diminishing our commit-
ment and our fervor. Let us look upon them 
as challenges which can help us to grow. With 
the eyes of faith, we can see the light which 
the Holy Spirit always radiates in the midst 
of darkness, never forgetting that ‘where sin 
increased, grace has abounded all the more’ 
(Rom 5:20). Our faith is challenged to discern 
how wine can come from water and how wheat 
can grow in the midst of weeds.”

The pope repeatedly counsels patience and 
“accompaniment.” 

“The Christian ideal will always be a sum-
mons to overcome suspicion, habitual mistrust, 
fear of losing our privacy, all the defensive atti-
tudes which today’s world imposes on us,” he 
writes (No. 88). “Many try to escape from others 
and take refuge in the comfort of their privacy 
or in a small circle of close friends, renouncing 
the realism of the social aspect of the Gospel 
… Meanwhile, the Gospel tells us constantly 
to run the risk of a face-to-face encounter with 
others, with their physical presence which 
challenges us, with their pain and their pleas, 
with their joy which infects us in our close and 
continuous interaction.”

To become a people, he says, we must re-
member that time is greater than space, unity 
is greater than confl ict, realities are more 
important than ideas and the whole is greater 
than the part.

The art of apostolic exhortation
“Trusting others is an art and peace is an 

art,” Pope Francis says (No. 244).
So, too, is exhorting the faithful – and, if 

“Evangelii Gaudium” is any indication, Pope 
Francis is a particularly inspired artist.

Like any work of art, though, the pope’s 
exhortation must be contemplated to be fully 
understood and appreciated.

“The pope is passionately committed to the 
mission of the Church to make disciples and 
passionately committed to helping us ‘get’ the 
new evangelization,” Brown said. “He uses a 
document like this to form our thinking. Above 
all, he wants us to know that we evangelize be-
cause of the joy of encountering Christ. Sadly, 
documents like this can end up collecting dust 
on library shelves rather than forming and 
informing people on the ground.”

Brown advises Catholics of the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City to obtain a printed copy of 
the apostolic exhortation and to read it little by 
little, underlining, highlighting and writing in 
the margins as required.

“‘Evangelii Gaudium’ is extraordinary for its 
accessibility,” she said. “It does not make dif-
fi cult reading and in some instances may give 
you a good belly laugh. Above all – just start.”

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the director of communi-
cations for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic
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Abba’s Tables provides much-needed help for hungry in Ada

Seven months after its opening, 
the Abba’s Tables food pantry and 
soup kitchen is feeding the hungry 
of Ada, Okla., with china dishes, 
tablecloths and cheerful service. 
Hosted at the Olive Branch Fel-
lowship building, this ecumenical 
effort receives most of its sup-
port from Saint Joseph’s Catholic 
Church.

“There’s such a need for food 
here, unfortunately,” said the pas-
tor of Saint Joseph’s, Father Rusty 
Hewes. “You see beautiful houses 
in Ada, but behind the scenes they 
need food and care.”

Many of the hungry in the com-
munity are children. Father Hewes 
stated that about 60 percent of 
children in Ada are receiving some 
kind of food subsidy.

Dania Deschamps-Braly, a pa-
rishioner at Saint Joseph’s, has 
been with the effort to help the 
hungry and homeless in Ada since 
its fl edgling days.

“Our fi rst attempt, about four 
years ago, was to get all the 
churches to agree to feed the home-
less one day a week for an entire 
year. Only Saint Joseph’s respond-
ed, so that idea fell apart,” she said.

After Eddi Lowry, the current 
Vice President of Abba’s Tables, 
became friends with the pastor 
of Olive Branch Fellowship in 
early 2012, “we started talking 
about the possibility of opening a 
multi-denominational soup kitch-
en,” said Deschamps-Braly. The 
group wanted to “make it look like 
a little restaurant, with regular 

dinnerware and tablecloths.” One 
woman donated outdated china 
patterns from her store so that 
the customers could dine on real 
dishes. A piano was placed in the 
dining room for entertainment. 
Deschamps-Braly said all of it is to 
give these hungry men and wom-
en “a pleasant hour they wouldn’t 
ordinarily have.” Time for Christian 
fellowship is also offered after din-
ner, but it is not a prerequisite for 
the meal, said Deschamps-Braly.

Located at 600 W. 9th, Abba’s 
Tables opens for dinner every day 
of the week except Sunday. From 
about 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to 
Friday, the cooks arrive and begin 
preparing the food. On Saturday, 
the members of Olive Branch Fel-
lowship make sack dinners. The 
volunteer serving crew arrives at 5 
p.m. and handles serving the food, 
cleaning the dining area and doing 

the dishes. On an average night, 
Abba’s Tables serves from 70 to 
100 people.

The homeless and hungry “get 
some pretty good food,” joked 
Deschamps-Braly, who is one of 
the cooks. But the volunteers and 
helpers also get something from 
their service. “It’s a very, very 
enriching experience,” said Des-
champs-Braly. “You kind of feel 
guilty. It’s supposed to be a sacri-
fi ce, but it feels so good!”

Abba’s Tables already boasts 
some success stories. Father Hewes 
remembered a young man, unem-

ployed and homeless, who used to 
come to the food pantry. The young 
man also struggled with health 
problems and depression. “One day 
we had him come in. We had a lady 
who was helping them write re-
sumes … We got him a job, got him 
working, and now he helps serve!” 
said Father Hewes.

Abba’s Tables receives no govern-
ment funding, and relies on dona-
tions from individuals or church-
es. Those interested in making a 
donation or volunteering can visit 
http://abbastables.org/.

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic

Fr. Rusty Hewes and four members of The Knights of Columbus preparing to serve. 

Food pantries in the Archdiocese
Check with your parish for other local food pantries.
-Oklahoma City, Sister BJ’s Food Pantry. http://srbjpantry.com/
-El Reno, The Lord’s Harvest. http://www.thelordsharvest.org/
-Enid, Our Daily Bread. Saint Francis Xavier Church.
-Guymon, Loaves and Fishes. Support from Saint Peter Church.

Archbishop Coakley, Catholics of Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
 join global prayer campaign to end world hunger

At noon Dec. 10, Archbishop 
Paul Coakley paused during daily 
Mass at the Catholic Pastoral Cen-
ter to lead a prayer to end world 
hunger as a part of a global cam-
paign launched by Pope Francis 
and sponsored by Caritas Interna-
tionalis. 

The worldwide wave of prayer 
began at noon local time on the 
Island of Samoa and progressed 
around the world in each time 
zone until it reached the island 
again some 24 hours and more 
than 164 countries later.

Pope Francis has said that “a 
way has to be found to enable ev-
eryone to benefi t from the fruits of 
the earth.”

Archbishop Coakley, too, said we 
must reevaluate the attitudes that 
allow some persons to go hungry.

“Many of us have never known 
true hunger,” Archbishop Coak-
ley said. “Sometimes, when we 
peer into our pantries, we com-
plain that we have ‘nothing to eat’ 
simply because we do not see our 
preferred snacks on the shelves – 
but, rarely, if ever, do we stare at 
an utterly empty cabinet. 

“It is hard, then, for us to imag-
ine what it would be like to awake 

each morning and face a day 
devoid of any proper meal. Yet, 
that is the reality of many of our 
brothers and sisters. Men and 
women around the world routinely 
work and wonder whether they will 
be able to provide enough food to 
feed themselves and their families 
for any sustained period of time. 
Children, unable to advocate for 
themselves, are especially vulnera-
ble to hunger.”

Caritas Internationalis has 
already slated future events as a 
part of the global campaign to end 

world hunger.
In October 2014, a global week 

of action will unite Caritas mem-
ber organizations and parishes 
with different events and actions 
to urge national governments to 
adopt a right to food.

In May 2015, Caritas Interna-
tionalis will host its quadrennial 
‘General Assembly’ in Rome; the 
meeting will have a special focus 
on eliminating hunger. Immedi-
ately after this, Caritas will par-
ticipate in the Milan Expo 2015: 
Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life.

“The hardship of hunger often 
and understandably preoccupies 
the person who faces it, fi lling him 
with desperation and loneliness. It 
thereby interferes with his abilities 
to concentrate, to labor physical-
ly and to relate well and easily 
to others. It interferes, in other 
words, with his ability to live with 
dignity,” Archbishop Coakley said.

“As Catholics, we believe in the 
inherent dignity of the human 
person; we believe also that we 
must uphold that dignity through 
our culture, which is shaped by 
laws, customs and, ultimately, the 
conscience of each individual who 
contributes to it. The scandal of 
hunger invites all of us to consider 
what we personally might be able 
to do differently to ensure that as 
many people as possible are warm 
and well-fed, as well as to reevalu-
ate laws and customs that, per-
haps, do not serve everyone as well 
as they ought.”

Caritas Internationalis is an 
international movement to end 
poverty; it is comprised of 164 
national organizations, including 
Catholic Charities USA and Catho-
lic Relief Services, of which Arch-
bishop Coakley is the chair of the 
board of directors.

By The Sooner Catholic Staff

Knights of Columbus working in the kitchen.
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Volunteers relish tradition of Bishop John Carroll Christmas tree lot
Fundraiser expands with second location

Bishop John Carroll School’s 54-
year tradition of selling Christmas 
trees during Advent is now part of 
the Holiday Pop-Up Shops in Mid-
town Oklahoma City.  

The Pop-Up Shops, located at 
1000 N. Walker, open each week-
end between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas with selections from local 
businesses around the metro area.  
The businesses range from Native 
Roots, the downtown grocer featur-
ing local produce, meats and chees-
es, to Collected Thread, a handmade 
boutique in the Plaza District, with 
stores selling stationery, wooden 
toys and high-end make-up in be-
tween.  The Holiday Shops, spon-
sored by Saint Anthony Hospital, 
are now in their second year.  This 
is the fi rst year with John Carroll’s 
tree lot.

Allison Bailey, who organized 
the shops, wanted to incorporate 
Christmas trees into the project.  
She made unsuccessful phone 
calls until she was referred to John 
Carroll School with its longstanding 
tradition of selling Christmas trees 
as a fundraiser for athletics at the 
school.  The fundraising parents are 
happy to participate and expand 
their annual Christmas tree fund-
raiser to two tree lots.  The original 
tree lot is located at 31st and West-
ern, south of the school.

Mike Dumont, head of this year’s 
tree lot fundraiser, said that, with 
the second tree lot, they ordered 
150 more trees than last year and 
expect to sell out a week earlier.  

The fundraising tradition dates 
back to 1959, when the men of the 
school wanted to raise more money 
for athletics than their wives and 
other women of the parish; they 

decided to sell Christmas trees.  
Led by Hugh Maguire, Rollie Muel-
ler, Bob Sine and Dan Venard, the 
group purchased the fi rst year’s 
trees from personal contributions.  

Now, all athletic families volunteer 
at the tree lots, even on cold days, 
selling high quality trees sourced 
from North Carolina and the Pacifi c 
Northwest.  

“We have four kinds of trees,” Du-
mont said. “Frasiers, Nobles, Nord-
man and Douglas.  The Nordman 
is a new tree, and we are one of the 
only people in Oklahoma who have 
it.  It is a really nice tree, good for 
people with allergies with thick, full 
branches.”

Saturday, Dec. 7, Mark Ruffi n 
volunteered for a two-and-a-half-
hour shift in sub-freezing tempera-
tures alongside Carrie Rossow, John 
Carroll’s art teacher and mother of 
eighth grader Jacob and graduate 
Ethan.  Ruffi n, himself a graduate of 
the school, is the father of children 
in eighth, fi fth, and fi rst grades.  He 
has been volunteering at the tree lot 
since he was a young adult in the 
parish – before he even had kids.  

“It’s service,” he said.  “It’s been 
part of the church forever, part of 
the fabric,” so he started volunteer-
ing once he became an adult.  

Steve Jacobi, who took the after-
noon shift with Jim Olivas on Dec. 
7, has also been volunteering since 
before he had kids in the school.  

“It was some way to contribute 
to the parish community,” he said, 
“And we were fairly sure our kids 
would go to the school.”

“My wife and I used to do an eve-
ning shift, and she’d address Christ-
mas cards while I worked on the 
lot,” he reminisced. 

Anamaria Scaperlanda Biddick 
is a freelance writer and math tutor 
living in Oklahoma City.  

By Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick
For the Sooner Catholic

If You Go
BJCS Christmas Tree Lot

Now in two locations to serve you!
Both lots are open until Dec. 22nd or trees sell out
School lot times:
Weekdays 5:30-8 p.m.
Weekends: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
Midtown lot times:
Weekdays 5:30-8 p.m.
Saturdays 11 am.-9p.m.
Sundays 12-6 p.m.

Saint Anthony’s holiday pop-up shops humanize, revive Christmas shopping
Saint Anthony Hospital serves as the presenting sponsor for 

the Holiday Pop-Up Shops, mini, rotating shops located near 
Saint Anthony between Thanksgiving and Christmas.  The 
Pop-Up Shops are part of an effort to revitalize Midtown Okla-
homa City, the area surrounding Saint Anthony’s.  

The shops are open each weekend of Advent, Thursday to 
Sunday, and are located at 1000 N. Walker in white domes.  
Each weekend includes a different group of shops as well as 
Bishop John Carroll School’s tree lot.  Over the course of the 
month, 31 different shops will rotate on the location.  The 
shops range from the Green Bambino, permanently located 

on north Shartel near Bishop McGuinness High School, with 
its wooden toys and diaper supplies to Blue Seven, perma-
nently located on May Avenue, with locally made jewelry, 
Thunder gear, and more.  Other shops include Eskimo Joe’s 
Dutch Floral and Home, Shop Good, and the Learning Tree 
Toys.

Saint Anthony’s sponsorship of the shops was central to 
their success.  Sandra Payne, a representative of the hospital, 
said, “Saint Anthony decided to sponsor the 
Pop Up Shops because it contributes to the 
overall revitalization of the Midtown area 
with a retail concept that is very progres-
sive.”

She continued by stating that they were asked to help spon-
sor the shops because of their involvement with the Midtown 
Market, a weekly farmer’s market that runs through the sum-
mer months.  The Midtown Market highlights healthy food, an 
interest of Saint Anthony’s, as well as Oklahoma businesses.

For Payne, the growth of businesses in the area is an 
important reason for sponsoring the Pop-Up Shops.  “Many 
individuals have not visited Midtown in a while, and the more 

they can see the changes that have happened over the past 
few years, the more likely they may contribute to the liveli-
hood of all of the businesses in the area.”

For Allison Barta Bailey, a local retail consultant who or-
ganized the event, the promotion of local business is the key.  
She said, “The unique thing about our event is it is so local, 
making each other better. (It) helps make a point to shop 
local.  Not only is your shopping experience better when you 
shop local, but more personal relationships develop and it 
keeps the character of the city alive.”

The centrality of the personal relationship might remind 
many Catholics of Blessed John Paul II’s personalist philoso-
phy as well as Pope Francis’s recent writings addressing the 
economic crisis, “The current fi nancial crisis can make us 
overlook the fact that it originated in a profound human cri-
sis: the denial of the primacy of the human person!”  (Evan-
gelii Gaudium 55).  

He continues, “I exhort you to generous solidarity and to the 
return of economics and fi nance to an ethical approach which 
favours human beings.”

As Bailey suggests, one important way to keep the human 
aspect in economics is to shop at local businesses when 
possible.  Saint Anthony’s sponsorship of the Holiday Pop-Up 
shops helps encourage those in the area to do so.

Bailey stressed the importance of Saint Anthony’s sponsor-
ship, “Saint Anthony is our presenting sponsor, which basi-
cally means we could do the event. [They have] helped us a 
lot; in fact, they just scraped off our sidewalks!”

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick is a freelance writer and 
math tutor living in Oklahoma City.

By Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick
For the Sooner Catholic

Our Lady of Guadalupe

Thousands of Catholics gathered at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Oklahoma City for a midnight Mass 
Dec. 12 to honor Our Lady of Guadalupe. For full coverage, visit www.soonercatholic.com. 
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• Up to 75% of your gift can be earmarked for scholarships at a specific Catholic
school in the Archdiocese or you can split your gift among several schools.   

• The remaining 25% of your gift will go into an undesignated fund that  schools will
share, which will make ALL of the Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese stronger.

• For every $2 that you donate to the Catholic Schools Opportunity Scholarship
Fund, you will get up to a $1 state tax credit. 

• You also get to deduct the charitable contribution on your federal and state taxes. 
• It’s easy — the more you give, the more tax credit you receive and the more you

can save on taxes!
Although contributions in all amounts are appreciated, the contribution limits al-

lowed to received the maximum tax credit are:
• Individual taxpayers will be eligible for a tax credit on a maximum donation of

$2,000.
• Married couples filing a joint tax return will be eligible for a tax credit on a maxi-

mum donation of $4,000.
• Legal business entities (including limited and general partnerships, corporations

and limited liability companies) will be eligible for a tax credit on a maximum
donation of $200,000.

• Funds contributed to the Catholic Schools Opportunity Scholarship Fund in this
calendar year will fund scholarships for students in Catholic schools across the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City during the following school year.  

• Scholarships will be awarded solely on the basis of financial need (family house-
hold income and size of family) and requirements of the state law.

Catholic Schools 
Donation  to: Any 501(c)(3) Charity Opportunity Scholarship Fund 

Gift Amount: $4,000 $4,000 

Federal Deduction: -1,400 -1,400 

State Deduction: -220 -220 

OK State Income Tax Credit: None up to –2,000  

Estimated Net Cost to Donor: $2,380

Here’s an example to demonstrate the effect of the tax credit for a  
married couple in the 35% federal tax bracket filing a joint tax return:

*Consult your financial advisor for specific tax advice.
$380

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

• Established by the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, the Catholic Schools Opportu-
nity Scholarship Fund, Inc. is a separate non-profit corporation under the leader-
ship of Most Reverend Paul S. Coakley, Archbishop of Oklahoma City. The
Corporation is a 501(c)(3) organization under the umbrella of the Catholic
Church tax exemption. The Fund and its program is administered by the Catholic
Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc. 

• Some parameters of the scholarship program are dictated by the requirements of
the Oklahoma Equal Opportunity Education Scholarship Act, 68 Okla. Statutes
Section 2357.206. Please refer to the Scholarship Act for specific information.  

• The Catholic Schools Opportunity Scholarship Fund will attempt to honor requests
from donors to designate funds to specific Catholic schools, but may deviate if
necessary to remain true to the primary mission of the organization, which is to
provide Catholic school scholarships to students most in need of financial assis-
tance, or to meet certain statutory requirements.  

• You should be aware that the Oklahoma legislature allocated a total of $3.5 million
dollars in annual tax credits to the Scholarship Act. Therefore, if an abundance of
people donate to scholarship granting organizations, the actual tax credit awarded
to each individual contributor may decline from the maximum of 50% to some lesser
percentage, but all contributors will receive the same percentage of tax credit. 

• You should consult your personal financial or tax advisor for specific tax advice.  

Help build a brighter future for students in the Archdioces of Oklahoma City
by making Catholic schools education affordable.

...and receive an Oklahoma Tax Credit!

Catholic Schools Opportunity Scholarship Fund • PO Box 32180 • Oklahoma City, OK 73123 • (405) 721-4115 • bsemtner@archokc.org
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Two hundred years after publication, “Pride and Prejudice” 
still proposes a relevant approach to vocational discernment

“Pride and Prejudice” by Jane 
Austen (1813)

Reviewed by Anamaría Scaperlan-
da Biddick

This year marks the 200th anni-
versary of the publication of Jane 
Austen’s classic novel “Pride and 
Prejudice,” but time has not dimin-
ished the relevance, charm or wit of 
Elizabeth Bennet’s love story with 
Mr. Darcy.  Nor, indeed, has time 
weakened the sheer enjoyment of 
the novel, which, with virtue as a 
central theme, is also much more 
than a centuries-old romantic com-
edy.  

As many readers might remem-
ber from high school English class 
(or from one of the many excellent 
fi lm adaptations), the novel centers 
around the second oldest of the fi ve 
Bennet sisters, Elizabeth, as she 
comes of age amidst the embarrass-
ing members of her family whom, 
nevertheless, she loves.  She navi-
gates social and familial pressures 
to marry when proposals confl ict 
with her own assessment of charac-
ter as well as her heart.  

Central to her character develop-
ment is Elizabeth’s abandonment 
of her previous prejudice.  The 
generally insightful Elizabeth must 
reevaluate her own judgment of 
other people’s character when con-
fronted with surprising revelations 
about two men in her social circle. 
Moreover, she must overcome her 
prejudice against quiet men.  To do 
so, she must grow in humility, but 

she is able to do this because she 
loves the truth more than herself.  
Despite her preconceptions, she is 
able to see reality when confronted 
with it.

In addition to growth in virtue, 
one aspect of the novel of impor-
tance to Catholic laity are questions 
surrounding marriage: how to de-
cide whom to marry and what kind 
of marriage is best.  Elizabeth’s par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Bennet, do not 
have a good marriage.  Mrs. Bennet 
is quite silly.  Her concerns center 
on frivolity.  Mr. Bennet reacts to 
this by disconnecting from her and 
from his family as much as possible.  
It is no wonder, then, that Elizabeth 
refuses to enter into marriage with 
a man she does not respect, despite 
the enormous economic impacts 
this could have on her life.

Her fi rst proposal is from such a 
man, Mr. Collins.  Mr. Collins is a 
clergyman and the inheritor of the 
Bennet estate.  He comes to visit the 
Bennets after his patron suggests 
that he marry.  His fi rst dinner at 
the Bennets counts as among the 
most comical scenes in the novel 
because of how truly ridiculous 
he is.  Elizabeth’s polite refusal of 
his marriage proposal proves to be 
utterly baffl ing to him, as well as to 
her mother.  

Mr. Collins, however, does not 
take long before he sets his sights 
on another: Elizabeth’s childhood 
friend, Charlotte Lucas.  Charlotte 
is a sensible, kind-hearted but plain 
woman who recognizes Mr. Collins 
for the silly man that he is.  Aware 
of her lack of marriage prospects—

as well as the connection to eco-
nomic well-being for a woman of her 
time—Charlotte accepts him.  Their 
marriage, though not one of discord, 
is similarly not one of mutual regard 
or respect.  

Later in the novel, Elizabeth 
travels with her aunt and uncle, Mr. 
and Mrs. Gardiner.  Of the estab-
lished couples, their marriage is the 
only one that is founded on mutual 
respect and affection.  Beyond this 
basic regard for one another, howev-
er, the reader does not know much 
about their marriage or their ro-
mance, though they do offer the best 
example of an established marriage.

Elizabeth’s elder sister and confi -
dant, Jane, is the virtuous but shy 

beauty of the neighborhood; early 
in the story, she falls in love with 
the affable Mr. Bingley.  Though 
Mr. Bingley returns her regard, he 
is swayed by his dear friend, Mr. 
Darcy, who believes Jane indiffer-
ent.  Mr. Darcy is convinced, and 
convinces Mr. Bingley, that Jane 
does not return his affections but 
would accept a proposal because of 
Mr. Bingley’s fortunes.  Mr. Bingley 
leaves the neighborhood entirely 
at Mr. Darcy’s advice, leaving Jane 
heartbroken.  

In the end, Elizabeth and Mr. Dar-
cy clear up the confusion between 
Jane and Mr. Bingley, who marry.  
Though Jane and Mr. Bingley are 
held superior to most other couples 
in the novel, their love, for Austen, 
is not the ideal: both are too passive 
in the face of their fate.

For Austen, it is Elizabeth and 
Mr. Darcy’s love that serves as the 
model.  Their acquaintance with 
each other encourages them both 
to grow in virtue in much-needed 
ways.  Their love for each other, 
once it develops, cannot be hindered 
or swayed by social pressures: the 
Bennet family, as Mr. Darcy is well 
aware, is beneath him socially; Mr. 
Darcy is disliked by Elizabeth’s 
friends and neighbors.  Further-
more, their regard for one another is 
based on a true knowledge devel-
oped over time.  It is these charac-
teristics that make Elizabeth and 
Mr. Darcy stand apart and serve as 
the ideal of a great love.

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick 
is a freelance writer and math tutor 
living in Oklahoma City.

On behalf of the many students whose lives are touched by your generosity, we thank you.
Send completed form to: Catholic Schools Opportunity Scholarship Fund, PO Box 32180, 

Oklahoma City, OK 73123 or go online to www.cfook.org and make an online gift.  

Catholic Schools 
Opportunity Scholarship Donor Form

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

City, Sate, Zip: ________________________________________________________________________

Telephone:_________________________ Email Address: ____________________________________

Social Security #: ______________________________________________________________________
(Social Security or Tax ID number is required to process the claim for tax credit.) 

All Saints School __________% 

Bishop John Carroll ________% 

Bishop McGuinness ________% 

Christ the King ____________% 

Holy Trinity ______________% 

Good Shepherd____________% 

Mount St. Mary ___________% 

Rosary___________________% 

Sacred Heart OKC _________% 

Sacred Heart El Reno _______% 

St. Charles Borromeo _______% 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton _____% 

St. Eugene________________% 

St. James_________________% 

St. John Nepomuk _________% 

St. Joseph, Enid ___________% 

St. Mary, Guthrie __________% 

St. Mary, Lawton __________% 

St. Mary, Ponca City________% 

Sts Peter & Paul ___________% 

St. Philip Neri_____________%

I would like to request that up to 75% of my donation be designated to support 
students at the following Catholic Schools: (total percentage should equal 75%) 

Tax Filing Status:  Individual Taxpayer     Married Couple Filing Jointly     Corporate Entity

I want to donate: $4000    $2000    $1000    $500    $250    $100     Other $_________ 

My check made payable to the Catholic Schools Opportunity Scholarship Fund, Inc. is enclosed.  

I wish to charge (one time charge) my gift of $______________ to my: 
Visa       MasterCard     Discover     American Express 

Account number ______________________________ Expiration __________ Security Code _____  

Signature as it appears on credit card:  __________________________________________________  

Forming children and youth in the Catholic Faith is a vital task for the Church.  
History has taught that without teachers to announce the Gospel and educate 

the young, the Church struggles to survive. Bring Catholic education to 
families who cannot afford to pay the full cost of Catholic School tuition
with a donation to the Catholic Schools Opportunity Scholarship Fund.

Count your blessings
1. ______________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________

5. ______________________________________________

6. ______________________________________________

7. ______________________________________________

8. ______________________________________________

9. ______________________________________________ 

10. _____________________________________________

Join us by sharing your blessings 
at OurBlessingsCount.com

We count you. Thank you for 
allowing us to serve you and 
yours. Merry Christmas.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

“¡Gloria a Dios en las alturas! Y en la tierra, 
paz a los hombres amados por él.” (Lc 2, 14). 
El anuncio angélico del don de la paz, dado en 
Cristo, anuncia el cumplimiento de las prome-
sas mesiánicas apreciadas a través de los tiem-
pos por el pueblo elegido de Dios: “Porque un 
niño nos ha nacido, un hijo nos ha sido dado… 
y se le da por nombre:… Príncipe de la paz”. (Is 
9, 5)

 El misterio de la Navidad celebra el regalo de 
la paz de Dios. La paz ha descendido del cielo a 
la tierra. El Verbo se ha hecho carne. Dios está 
con nosotros. El orden querido por Dios para 
su creación está fi nalmente realizado en la per-
sona de Jesús de Nazaret, Hijo de Dios e Hijo 
de María. Esta profunda comunión entre Dios 
y el hombre es la fuente de la verdadera paz y 
la reconciliación en nuestro mundo.

 La paz de Cristo es el fruto de la presen-
cia del Espíritu Santo que habita en nuestros 
corazones. Esta profunda experiencia de una 
paz que el mundo no puede dar, es el resul-
tado de ser reconciliados con Dios y en buena 
relación con los demás.

 Que este don de la paz todavía no se ha 
realizado plenamente en la tierra es un recor-
datorio de que tenemos que seguir abriendo 
nuestros corazones y permitir que la paz de 
Cristo se arraigue y fl orezca. La paz en nues-
tro mundo comienza con la voluntad de entrar 
en una relación personal con Jesús, el Prín-
cipe de la Paz. A pesar de que el nacimiento 
de Cristo se produjo en un lugar apartado del 
lugar camino cerca de Belén y fue presenciado 
sólo por unos pastores, el nacimiento de la paz 
en nuestro mundo comienza en los rincones 
ocultos de nuestro corazón. Es aquí donde le 
damos la bienvenida a Cristo en la fe y Él nos 
comunica su paz.

 ¿Dónde está esa paz hoy? Ciertamente, el 
desafío de la paz es el desafío urgente de nues-
tros tiempos. Al igual que en los días de Jere-
mías nos lamentamos con razón, “Se esperaba 
la paz ¡y no hay nada bueno...! el tiempo de la 
curación, ¡y sobrevino el espanto!” (Jer 8, 15). 
En lugar de la paz que nos hemos acostum-
brado a vivir en un estado de máxima alerta 
debido a la continua amenaza de ataques 
terroristas en el país y en el extranjero. Tropas 
estadounidenses aún están desplegadas en 
Afganistán como un recordatorio persistente 
de las condiciones que llevaron a la tragedia 
del 11 de septiembre (9/11). La inestabilidad 
amenaza con abrumar a todo el Medio Oriente. 
Hay nuevas atrocidades estallando en todo el 
mundo, la más reciente en la República Cen-
troafricana. Actos de violencia sin sentido se 
han vuelto demasiado comunes en nuestras 
escuelas y comunidades. En efecto, ¿dónde 
está la paz y cómo se puede lograr?

 La enseñanza del Concilio Vaticano II nos 
recuerda una verdad importante. “La paz no 
es la mera ausencia de la guerra, ni se reduce 
al solo equilibrio de las fuerzas adversarias, ni 
surge de una hegemonía despótica, sino que 
con toda exactitud y propiedad se llama obra 
de la justicia. Es el fruto del orden plantado en 
la sociedad humana por su divino Fundador, 
y que los hombres, sedientos siempre de una 
más perfecta justicia, han de llevar a cabo.” 
(GS 78 ).

 En las bienaventuranzas Jesús proclama  
bienaventurados los que tienen hambre y sed 
de justicia. Él proclama bienaventurados los 
que trabajan por la paz, porque serán llama-
dos hijos de Dios (Mt 5, 6 y 9). Cuanto más 
le damos la bienvenida a la paz de Cristo en 
nuestros corazones, más nuestros corazones 

arderán por la jus-
ticia, y más apasio-
nado estaremos por 
la paz en nuestro 
mundo.

 Es especial-
mente a través de 
la oración que le 
damos la bienveni-
da y recibimos la 
paz de Cristo. En 
su Carta Apostólica 
sobre el Santo Rosario, el Beato Juan Pablo II 
recomendó el Rosario como una oración efec-
tiva para la paz, ya que conduce a la contem-
plación amorosa de Cristo a través de los ojos 
de María. “Quien interioriza el misterio de 
Cristo — y el Rosario tiende precisamente a eso 
— aprende el secreto de la paz y hace de ello 
un proyecto de vida.” (40). Centrando nuestros 
ojos en Cristo, meditando en sus misterios, 
ponderando sus enseñanzas, comprometién-
donos a vivir como sus discípulos, no puede 
dejar de hacernos promotores de la paz en el 
mundo.

 Al celebrar el nacimiento de Cristo en Na- 
vidad y guardar el precepto del 1 de enero, 
tanto en la Solemnidad de María, Madre de 
Dios como en la Jornada Mundial de Oración 
por la Paz, yo los exhorto a que se vuelvan a 
comprometer a orar por la paz — la paz en 
nuestro mundo, la paz en nuestros hogares y 
comunidades, la paz en nuestros corazones. 
Recomiendo el rezo diario del Rosario por esta 
intención particular, especialmente entre las 
familias, durante todo el Año Nuevo. Nuestro 
Señor promete: “Mi paz les dejo, mi paz les 
doy” (Jn.14, 27).

 ¡Que el Señor les dé la paz!

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Será Llamado Príncipe de la Paz

El Encuentro con la Palabra en esta Navidad
Estamos en Adviento. Signifi ca 

que esperamos a alguien que está 
en camino. El que siempre está en 
camino, en nuestro camino. Al-
guien que está a punto de llegar. 
¿Quién es este que viene? ¿Cuándo 
llegará? ¿Qué viene a ofrecernos?

Necesitamos recordar que lo 
esencial está oculto a los ojos. 
Que lo invisible está en camino y 
necesitamos arriesgarnos a creer. 
Tenemos necesidad de recibirlo. De 
tomar aquello que nos hace vibrar 
hasta el infi nito. Necesitamos su 
presencia. No podemos quedarnos 
a l borde del camino. Este es el 
tiempo de la espera, de la llegada, 
del encuentro, de la escucha.

Algunos dicen que Dios guarda 
silencio. Pero los sabemos en este 
tiempo: Dios no calla; Dios habla 
hoy. El Dios vivo, el Dios de la 
historia habla, nos da palabras y 
sentido. Dios nos habla hoy otra 
vez a través de su Palabra ya pro-
nunciada eternamente. La carta a 
los Hebreos nos dice “Dios habló 
en otro tiempo a nuestros antepa- 
sados por medio de los profetas, y 
lo hizo en distintas ocasiones y de 
múltiples maneras. Ahora, llegada 
la etapa fi nal, nos ha hablado por 
medio de su Hijo, a quien consti-
tuyó heredero de todas las cosas 
y por quien trajo el universo a la 
existencia”. (Heb. 1,1-2)

La espiritualidad cristiana nos 
invita a escuchar la Palabra defi n-
itiva que Dios pronuncia en este 
tiempo. En el hoy de nuestra vida 
cotidiana, de nuestras circunstan-

cias. A quien presta atención, “A 
los que le recibieron y creyeron en 
Èl les concedió llegar a ser hijos 
de Dios”. Queremos ser de los que 
le reciben, de los que le atienden. 
Queremos regocijarnos de ser hijos 
de Dios.

La Palabra nos da la oportunidad 
de vivir una verdadera Navidad 
con Cristo que nace. De recordar lo 
bello que es ser hijos de Dios. De 
formar parte de su propio misterio.

“La Palabra se hizo carne y 
habita entre nosotros” (Jn 1,14). 
El camino es la Palabra, la meta es 
la Palabra. No pierde fuerza, es la 
única palabra válida, la única que 
pone nuestra vida en la verdad, la 
única que tiene sentido.  

Ser testigos de esta verdad, que 
es la revelación del misterio de Dios 
y del los misterios de lo humano, 
Dios hecho hombre. Ser testigos 
de Jesucristo que vuelve a nacer. 
Los que le reconocen y son capaces 
de contemplar el rostro de Dios, 
de aceptar el inmenso amor de 
Dios, que toma la iniciativa y sale 
a nuestro encuentro, que viene a 
salvarnos. Nos ofrece su vida, su 
amor. Nos pide ser sus testigos y 
hacer discípulos. Ser testigos pri- 
mero escuchando, contemplando. 
Hacer discípulos amando. “Vayan y 
hagan discípulos”… La Palabra nos 
quiere llevar lejos esta Navidad. 
El que sale a nuestro encuentro 
quiere que vayamos al encuentro 
de otros. Es nuestra comunidad 
católica en Oklahoma que tiene 
la oportunidad de  evangelizarse 

y de  evangelizar. Solo la escucha 
de la Palabra nos hace misioneros. 
Tenemos la oportunidad concreta 
con nuestro Arzobispo, con nues-
tros pastores, con nuestros líderes. 
El Señor nos pide que vayamos y 
hagamos discípulos. Es una ex-
periencia comunitaria. La Iglesia 
que escucha, que contempla el 
misterio, que comparte en cada 
parroquia, en cada casa. Que se 
sale de esa inercia de las compras, 
los regalos y va al encuentro de los 
hermanos. Que toma conciencia 
de la presencia de Cristo y de los 
hermanos que aún no le conocen o 
están lejos.

La Navidad y la Epifanía son la 
expresión del misterio del Uno en 
todos. Del Dios eterno que nos 
comparte su vida íntima. Que 
no es solo para unos pocos, sino 
que a todo da la oportunidad de 
descubrir su verdadero ser, de 
encontrarse con el amor de Dios. 
Del Dios que no hace acepción de 
personas y que quiere salvar a to-
dos. Navidad y Epifanía muestran 
la gloria de Dios y también la vida 
de la Iglesia. Los creyentes toman 
su parte en esta historia de la 
salvación y van y la comparten con 
otros, aunque sea lejos, aunque 
sean diferentes.

Esta s dos grandes fi estas del 
Señor Jesús nos invitan a la refl ex-
ión. Nos invitan a la oración. Nos 
invitan a la acción. Todos los que 
se acercan al misterio de Jesús 
después lo transmiten, propagan. 
Van y hablan de lo que han visto y 

oído y comunican 
su gozo, su paz, 
su confi anza, al 
poder decir a otros 
que el Señor de la 
historia los ha vi- 
sitado, que Él está 
con nosotros.

La Palabra nos 
da la oportuni-
dad de vivir una 
verdadera Navidad 
con Cristo que nace. De recordar lo 
bello que es ser hijos de Dios. De 
formar parte de su propio misterio.

Que podamos vivir estos días de 
luz con el alma misionera, con los 
ojos y las manos abiertas, con el 
corazón dispuesto. Aquí en nuestra 
Arquidiócesis, en nuestro entorno, 
con los que el Señor nos ha dado. 
Con nuestros hermanos. No hay 
Navidad solitaria. No hay Epifanía 
de los que se quedan con el secreto 
y callan. Es la Iglesia, es la comu-
nidad convocada, bendecida, que 
se abre y anuncia, que sabe que su 
Señor está cerca, está presente.

Hoy claramente el Señor Jesús 
nos pide que vayamos y hagamos 
discípulos. Como los pastores de 
Belén, como los Magos de Oriente. 
Que la Palabra de Dios nos lleve 
lejos esta Navidad y nos dé el gozo 
de hacerla transparente, cercana a 
los demás.

Nota del editor: Padre Gilberto 
Moya. Operario del Reino de Cristo. 
Párroco del Sagrado Corazón. 17 
años siendo sacerdote.

Por Padre 
Gilberto Moya
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Cortas enseñanzas de Apologética Católica
En esta oportunidad, daremos 

inicio a una serie de artículos que 
nos ilustrarán la manera de pen-
sar que tienen un no despreciable 
número de personas, sobre la 
religión; la fe; la Iglesia; el abor-
to; los métodos anticonceptivos; 
las uniones gay; el machismo; el 
celibato sacerdotal etc. Pero claro, 
manera de pensar contraria a lo 
que ha enseñado y enseña la Igle-
sia. Hemos escuchado expresiones 
como esta: TODAS LAS RELI-
GIONES SON IGUALES. Partamos 
diciendo y siendo sinceros, todas 
las religiones tienen algo  positivo 
y  bueno; como lo afi rma el Vatica-
no II. Pero como hay muchas reli-
giones, así mismo habrá muchos 
dioses; entonces si hay muchos 
dioses, El Dios de los Cristianos 
debe ser uno más entre muchos, 
entonces El no será el único Dios, 
y Cristo Jesús entonces no será 
el camino, la verdad y la vida. Y si 
no es la verdad, entonces ¿Quién 
será la verdad o la tendrá? Por lo 
tanto tiene que haber una religión 
verdadera y única. Muchas per-
sonas también afi rman: Todas las 
religiones llevan hacer el bien y 
nos conducen a la trascendencia. 
Así pues, da igual una que otra, 
por lo tanto ¿Por qué no va haber 
varias religiones verdaderas? En 

principio debemos ser de espíritu 
abierto y valorar a las otras re-
ligiones. Pero no es serio ni ra-
zonable pensar que haya varias 
religiones que sean igualmente 
verdaderas. ¿Por qué? Porque si 
solamente hay un Dios, no puede 
haber más que una verdad divi-
na, por lo tanto una sola religión 
verdadera. Una cosa es tener la 
mente abierta y otra cosa muy 
distinta aceptar que cada uno se 
fabrique sus propias creencias y 
su religión y le tenga sin cuidado 
que todas son verdaderas. Eso es 
tanto como decir que México tiene 
varias capitales, Chihuahua; El 
D.F. y Cuernavaca, porque to-
das ellas son ciudades bonitas y 
acogedoras. Por muy bonitas que 
sean las ciudades del país mexica-
no, solo México D.F. es la capital. 
Así pues, la religión verdadera no 
estará en la elección que hagamos 
de una de ellas, sino más bien mi-
rar con seriedad razonable y con 
criterios ciertos y desde la historia 
cual es la verdadera. Podríamos 
dar unos ejemplos. Si se estudia el 
origen de la Iglesia Episcopaliana 
con objetividad, podemos observar 
que nació en el siglo XVI, la fundó 
un hombre y discrepa mucho de 
lo que enseña la Biblia; si estudia-
mos a la Iglesia Luterana, veremos 

también que nació 
en el siglo XVI, la 
fundó un hombre y 
también discrepa de 
la enseñanza deja-
da por Jesucristo. 
Un último ejem-
plo, si se analiza la 
religión del Islam, 
veremos que su 
origen es dudoso 
y sus enseñanzas 
riñen de la cristiana. Así entonces, 
no podemos afi rmar que todas las 
religiones son iguales, toda vez 
que se diferencian en su época 
de origen, en su fundador y en 
su enseñanza. Al ir a la historia 
y desde las ciencias humanas 
miraremos cual se fundó prime-
ro, quien la fundó y qué enseña; 
cuál de todas se ha mantenido en 
el tiempo de manera corroborable 
y su enseñanza inmodifi cable y 
moralmente correcta. Analizando 
esto se llegará a la verdad que es 
lo que propone la religión verdade-
ra. Sería irracional, por ejemplo, 
pensar que la iglesia PARE DE 
SUFRIR, fundada por Edir Masedo 
en 1970 en Brasil sea la religión 
cristiana verdadera. Considero 
que aquellas personas que defi en-
den que todas las religiones son 
verdaderas, lo afi rman más por 

ignorancia que por mala intención 
o convicción. Nosotros creemos y 
sabemos de George Washington o 
de Benito Juárez por la historia; 
lo mismo sabemos de Jesús por la 
historia, de la Iglesia Católica por 
la historia, el origen de ella y de 
su enseñanza magisterial perpe- 
tuada por los siglos por la histo-
ria. Así entonces la fe en Jesu-
cristo no solo se experimenta por 
asentimiento a un anuncio, sino 
también por una corroborabilidad 
a lo largo de la historia.

Para fi nalizar, decir que la      
organización de los Testigos de 
Jehová es igual a la Iglesia católi-
ca y que ambas son verdaderas, 
eso no solo es ignorancia: es un 
despropósito intelectual e históri-
co de proporciones enormes. NO, 
NO TODAS LAS RELIGIONES SON 
IGUALES NI VERDADERAS.

El Padre Raúl Sánchez, original 
de Bogotá, Colombia incardinado 
a esta Arquidiócesis de Oklaho-
ma City es Pastor Asociado en 
la Parroquia Santiago Apostol en 
Oklahoma City. El Padre Sánchez 
es abogado en Derecho y Ciencias 
Políticas de la Universidad la Gran 
Colombia, de su país. Y es Licen-
ciado en Teología del Seminario 
Mayor de Tegucigalpa, Honduras.

Por Padre Raúl 
Sanchez

¡Reinicializar!
Restart or Reboot para los Angloparlantes

Nunca olvidaré mi primera ex-
periencia, hace ya muchos años, 
cuando después de intentar por 
más de una hora a volver a poner 
a funcionar mi computadora. Una 
hora llena de frustración y con 
deseos de tirar la computadora por 
la ventana. Traté y traté pero no lo 
logré. Al fi nal llega un técnico a mi 
escritorio y en tres minutos, y con 
mucho amor, todo se resolvió. ¡En 
Tres Minutos!

Aprendí una gran lección, pero… 
¡Qué vergüenza! Y tú, estima-
do lector… ¿Alguna vez se te ha 
congelado la computadora y ya 
no quiere funcionar? ¿Has tenido 
la experiencia de que tu teléfono 
celular ha dejado de enviar o re-
cibir llamadas telefónicas y sabes 
muy bien que la cuenta está al 
día? O acaso la tableta ha dejado 
de responder a tus instrucciones 
por más que muevas tus dedos 
sobre la pantalla. Comparto ahora 
con ustedes la gran, y profunda, 
lección aprendida hace muchos 
años. En el mundo de la alta tec-
nología la mayor parte de los pro-
blemas con los teléfonos, tabletas 
o computadoras se pueden resolv-
er con solo reinicializar el aparato 
electrónico. (A menos que le hayas 
pasado la troca por encima. En ese 
caso no creo que reiniciarlo sirva 
de mucho.)Algo tan sencillo como 
encontrar el botón para apagar 
el conglomerado de circuitos y 
microprocesadores maldito que te 
ha llevado a niveles inesperados de 
frustración y rabia, presionar su-
sodicho botón, esperar un minuto 

antes de volverlo a presionar para 
activar el aparato de nuevo y, 
¡Gloria a Dios en los Cielos y paz a 
los hombres de buena voluntad!, 
vuelve a funcionar sin problemas 
y como si nunca antes hubiera  
existido problema alguno. Todo 
resuelto con solo reiniciarlo, o sea, 
restart o reboot para los anglopar-
lantes. 

Este es el proceso que comienza 
en la Navidad. El pecado fue como 
un comando que se puede com-
parar a un virus de computadoras 
que se diseminó a través del siste-
ma de toda la humanidad destru- 
yendo la programación original. La 
solución fue reiniciar el sistema. 
Para esto el Padre celestial nos 
envía el gran técnico que lo va a 
resolver con amor. El nacimien-
to del Niño Dios en el pesebre de 
Belén es el momento de esperan-
za pues llega a nosotros el mejor 
técnico para nuestro sistema, el 
futuro está seguro en sus manos 
y todo volverá a funcionar bien. 
Lo triste es, que el que nace, tiene 
que apagarlo todo en una cruz un 
viernes sombrío, se esperan tres 
días, y todo queda bien al téc-  
nico reiniciar el sistema. Todo esto 
como acto de supremo amor. Por 
lo tanto, en esta navidad, al encon-
trar un nuevo aparato electrónico 
bajo el árbol, no olviden la gran 
lección. Dios nos envió, nacido de 
una virgen, el gran técnico que 
restaurará lo descompuesto. Él es 
la esperanza, Él es el que puede 
hacer todas las cosas nuevas otra 
vez. En la Navidad nace quien va 
a reiniciar todo. Nace Jesucristo, 
el Salvador el Redentor. ¡Nace el 

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

Fotos cortesía del Sr. Victor Villar

La fi esta de 
Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe
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Job Box
DRE and Youth Director 
St. Benedict Church, in Shaw-
nee, is looking for a person to fi ll 
the full time position of Director 
of Religious Education and Youth 
Minister.   To apply please send 
your resume to pastor@stbene-
dictchurch.net .   For more infor-
mation, contact the Parish Offi ce at 
405-275-0001.

Secretary Position 
St. John Nepomuk Church in 
Yukon is accepting resumes for the 
position of parish secretary. Please 
submit resumes to Fr. Rex Arnold 
or e-mail to offi ceasst@sjnok.org. 

Part-Time Cafeteria Help 
Bishop McGuinness Cafeteria is 
now accepting applications for a 
part time position. Hours are Mon-
day through Friday 7:30am to 1:30 
pm. Call all Laura Scott or send 
email if interested. 405-842-6656 
LScott@bmchs.org.

Part-time cook 
St. John the Baptist Church, Ed-
mond is seeking a part-time Cook 
for our Timeout Ministry. Duties for 
the part-time cook position include 
meal planning and preparation 
for 70 people, purchasing of food/
supplies for the lunch meal, food 
handling and light clean-up.  If 
interested, contact Jennifer Dolf at 
340-0691 or jdolf@stjohn-catholic.
org.

St. Gregory’s University, seeks 
qualifi ed applicants for the 
following postitions: (for full job 
descrioption go to www.soonercath-
olic.org/jobs-box)

Men’s Lacrosse Coach 
The head coach is responsible for 
initiating various aspects of new 
Men’s Lacrosse program, such 
as recruiting, scheduling oppo-
nents, and training members of 
the team. Duties include recruiting 
and maintaining a program that 
competes athletically and academ-
ically; operating within the spec-
ifi ed budget and following proper 
procedure set out by the NAIA, 
SAC and St. Gregory’s University; 
nurture student-athletes creating 
a lifelong relationship in a positive 
and professional manner; develop a 
program that thrives and maintains 
consistency.  

Head Swimming and Diving 
Coach 
The head coach is responsible 
for initiating various aspects for 
a new men’s and women’s swim-
ming and diving programs, such 
as recruiting, scheduling oppo-
nents, and training members of 
the team. Duties include recruiting 
and maintaining a program that 
competes athletically and academ-
ically; operating within the spec-
ifi ed budget and following proper 
procedure set out by the NAIA, 
SAC and St. Gregory’s University; 
nurture student-athletes creating 
a lifelong relationship in a positive 
and professional manner; develop a 
program that thrives and maintains 
consistency. 

To apply for coaching positions 
all interested candidates should 
submit their cover letter, resume, 
and references to hr@stgregorys.
edu. No phone calls please. 

Assistant Professor of Mathemat-
ics/Science Education 
A tenure track position in Mathe-
matics/Science Education, Assis-
tant or Associate Professor of Ed-
ucation, Coordinator of Secondary 
Education Program (with a focus 
in math/science pedagogy) begin-
ning August 2014. The Education 
undergraduate program integrates 
non-majors, collaborates with other 
departments, provides a liberal arts 
education, and functions as a pro-
fessional degree for education and 
pre-professional degree for grad-
uate work in education as well as 
law, business, teaching and other 
fi elds. 

Assistant Professor of Psychology 
and Art Therapy 
A tenure track position in Psychol-
ogy beginning August 2014.  The 
position will be divided between 
the long-standing undergraduate 
psychology program and a new MA 
in Professional Counseling. The 
undergraduate program integrates 
non-majors, collaborates with other 
departments, provides a liberal 
arts education, and functions as a 
pre-professional degree for grad-
uate work in clinical, counseling, 
and education psychology, as 
well as law, business, and teach-
ing.  The graduate program leads 

to state licensure in professional 
counseling and emphasizes work-
ing with individuals and families 
including tribal and other minority 
populations.

Assistant Professor of Psychology 
A tenure track position in Psychol-
ogy beginning August 2014. The 
Psychology undergraduate program 
integrates non-majors, collaborates 
with other departments, provides 
a liberal arts education, and func-
tions as a pre-professional de-
gree for graduate work in clinical, 
counseling, and education psychol-
ogy, as well as law, business, and 
teaching.  

Assistant Professor of Theatre 
and Director of the St. Gregory’s 
Theatre 
A tenure track director of the 
theatre program beginning August 
2014. The undergraduate theatre 
program integrates non-majors, 
collaborates with other depart-
ments, provides a liberal arts edu-
cation, and functions as a pre-pro-
fessional degree for graduate work 
in theatre and the performing arts 
as well as law, business, teaching 
and other professions. 

Assistant Professor of Theatre 
Design and Technical Theatre 
A tenure track position in theatre 
design and technical theatre begin-
ning August 2014. The undergrad-
uate theatre program integrates 
non-majors, collaborates with other 
departments, and provides a liberal 
arts education, and functions as a 
pre-professional degree for gradu-
ate work in the performing arts as 
well as law, business, teaching and 
other professions.

Technology/Technical Services 
Librarian 
Major responsibilities include 
co-administrator for the Voyager 
ILS, a UNIX based system; manage 
connections to electronic resources; 
manage library’s website, catalog 
library materials, and evening Ser-
vice Desk duty. Candidates must 
possess an MLS/MLIS degree from 
an ALA accredited program.

Reference/Circulation Librarian 
General knowledge of library 
processes and services, including 
the following: a strong customer 

service commitment; competencies 
with technologies including per-
sonal computer applications and 
integrated library systems; ability 
to work with minimal supervision, 
work evening Service Desk duty, 
initiate and complete projects; work 
both independently and as a team 
member; effectively communicate 
in both oral and written form; 
provide library and information 
literacy instruction, oversee the 
circulation and shelving of materi-
als and manage patron database. 
Candidates must possess an MLS/
MLIS degree from an ALA accredit-
ed program. Recent graduates are 
encouraged to apply. 

Assistant Professor of Political 
Science 
A tenure track position in Political 
Science beginning August 2014. 
The Political Science undergradu-
ate program integrates non-majors, 
collaborates with other depart-
ments, provides a liberal arts edu-
cation, and functions as a pre-pro-
fessional degree for graduate work 
in political science as well as law, 
business, and teaching.

FIDE Associate 
St. Gregory’s University, Shawnee, 
has an opening for a FIDE Asso-
ciate (Faith Integration, develop-
ment and Evangelization).  Oversee 
and implement a comprehensive 
campus ministry program for a 
Catholic and FIDE is responsible 
for integrating Catholicism both on 
Campus and off, recruiting stu-
dents, liaison with various diocesan 
offi ces and youth groups all while 
working in tandem with St. Grego-
ry’s University offi ces to promote an 
authentically Catholic atmosphere.

To apply for teaching positions: 
Send letter of application which 
includes a statement of how quali-
fi cations are met, curriculum vita, 
transcripts, and contact informa-
tion for three professional refer-
ences to the attention of Human 
Resources Department, St. Greg-
ory’s University, 1900 W. MacAr-
thur Drive, Shawnee, OK 74804. 
Application materials may be sent 
electronically to hr@stgregorys.
edu or via mail service. Review of 
applications will begin immediately 
and continue until the positions 
are fi lled.

Briefs
Church of the Epiphany to present concert 

of festive holiday music
The combined music ministries of the Church 

of the Epiphany will present “Five Golden Rings: 
A Concert for the Fifth Day of Christmas” at 4 
p.m. Dec. 29 at 7336 W. Britton Rd., Oklahoma 
City. The event features the traditional, bell and 
contemporary choirs of the parish. This event is 
free. No tickets are required and no collection will 
be taken during the concert.  Child care will be 
provided.

Saint Gregory’s University to host panel 
discussion on “Evangelii Gaudium”

The Department of Theology and Philosophy at 
Saint Gregory’s University is hosting an informal 
panel discussion on Pope Francis’ “Evangelii 
Gaudium.”  Panel participants will include var-
ious professors from the University community 
and Carole Brown, Ph.D., from the archdiocesan 

Offi ce of the New Evangelization.  The event is 
6:30 p.m. Jan. 17 in the Shawnee Community 
Room (1900 W. MacArthur St., Shawnee). The 
event is open to the public.

Benefi t concert rescheduled to Jan. 24
“Music Heals the Heart: A Benefi t Concert for 

the Father Roberto Quant Memorial Scholarship 
Fund” was rescheduled for 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 
24 at Saint James the Greater Catholic Church. 
Those who purchased tickets for the planned 
Dec. 10 event may use their original tickets to 
obtain entrance to the concert.

Pilgrimage registration deadline extended
Fathers Tom Boyer and Joe Jacobi will lead a 

pilgrimage to Lourdes, Toulouse and Paris that 
will explore religious and cultural treasures in 
these iconic sites.  The pilgrimage will be from 
Oct. 27 to Nov. 5, 2014.  The cost is $3,875 per 

person and includes airfare, hotel, breakfast, 
wine tasting, three dinners and transportation 
within France.  For more information, visit www.
travelillume.com/trc/ecl or contact Judi Wilkin-
son at (405) 627-9965 or j_wilkinson@cox.net.  
Registration deadline has been extended to Dec. 
30, 2014.

Rice Bowl materials available to order
It might be Christmas, but Lent is actually right 

around the corner. CRS Rice Bowl is the Lenten 
program of Catholic Relief Services. CRS Rice 
Bowl provides a powerful, tangible way for Catho-
lics to answer Jesus’ call to serve the world’s poor 
and experience Lent as a time of spiritual renew-
al and sacrifi ce for those in need. Twenty fi ve 
percent of the Rice Bowl collection will stay in the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. To learn more or 
to order free CRS Rice Bowls for your parish, visit 
crsricebowl.org or call 1-800-222-0025.
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Calendar
DECEMBER

22 Fourth Sunday of Advent

25 Christmas, Holy Day of Obli-
gation

26 Devotion to The Precious 
Blood Of Jesus. An unfailing 
means of tapping the inexhaustible 
mercy of God from the source of 
our salvation. Thursday’s 9 p.m. 
-12:30 a.m. St James Church 4201 
S. McKinley, OKC. Loan at (405) 
420-2527 (Bilingual). 

28 St. Charles Catholic Singles 
(and friends) at St. Charles Bor-
romeo Catholic Church at 5054 N. 
Grove Ave., OKC.  Gathering  from 
7 - 8 p.m. Music begins at 8 p.m.   
Snacks are welcome for our shar-
ing table.  All are welcome to invite 
others to come along. Further in-
formation; call Al: (405) 631-0763.

29 Five Golden Rings: A Concert 
for the Fifth Day of Christmas, 
4 p.m. at Epiphany parish, OKC. 
This event is free. No tickets are 
required and no collection will be 
taken during the concert.  Child 
care will be provided.

JANUARY

1 Mary, Mother of God, Holy Day 
of Obligation

3 First Friday Sacred Heart Mass 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center.  
Exposition of the Blessed Sac-
rament is at 5:30 p.m. with the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation avail-
able prior to Mass.  Mass is at 7 
p.m.   For more information call 
the Offi ce of Family Life at (405) 
721-8944.

4 The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 

Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, at St. 
John the Baptist Parish, Edmond, 
on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of 
each month beginning with Mass 
at 7:30 a.m. in the Chapel.  For 
more information contact Toni 
Harrelson, lmc at (405) 341-2199 
or lmcoklahoma @ sbcglobal.net.

5 The Secular Franciscan Order 
of St. Claire Fraternity meets 
at 1:15 p.m. the fi rst Sunday of 
the month at St. Thomas More 
Church, Norman. All are welcome. 
For more information call Alice at 
(405) 473-7680.

5 The Oklahoma Master Chorale 
and Orchestra present Carols 
and Lullabies at 7 p.m. including 
“A Ceremony of Carols” by Benja-
min Britten and “Christmas in the 
Southwest” by Conrad Susa. Dr. 
Vicki Schaeffer, Conductor. www.
oklahomamas terchorale.com.

8 Catholic War Veterans USA The 
Oklahoma Memorial Post 168 will 
hold their monthly meeting at 7 
p.m. in the Sunnylane Family Re-
ception Center,  3900 SE 29th St 
in Del City, every second Wednes-
day. For more information contact 
Ken at (405) 739-0036 or by e-mail 
at OklaPost168@cox .net.

11 The Benedictine Oblates of 
Red Plains Monastery will meet 
from 1 - 3 p.m. in Room 125 at the 
Pastoral Center, 7501 NW Express-
way, Oklahoma City. For more 
information, contact Jenny Fenner, 
(405) 721-0832 or e-mail jenfen@
cox.net.

12 Charismatic Healing Mass,  
5:30 p.m. at Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Church, 3901 S.W. 
29 Street, Oklahoma City. For 
more info call (405) 685-4806.

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
405-514-7660

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Servicing
Oklahoma

Agents Wanted

Full time agent
positions
available. To
learn more, call
Kevin Pierce at
405-514-7660.

Does your
family have

the strength of
the shield?

Call your agent today to learn more
about the Knights of Columbus and
the great products we have to offer.

“My husband Kevin was so
passionate about the
importance of taking care of
our family. He was the kind of
guy people would look at and
say, ‘That is the kind of father
or husband I want to be.’ 

“I know too many people
who don’t have life
insurance and haven’t taken
the steps to protect their
family. 

“Now, I am an advocate
for life insurance. Without
it, I would have ended up in
bankruptcy, questioning
how I would have raised the
kids.”  — Dorothy, a K of C
insured member’s widow

SECURITY WHEN
YOU NEED IT MOST.

Whole Life • Term • Retirement • Annuities • Long-Term Care • IRA

Ric Moore
405-641-9582
Richard.Moore@
kofc.org
Councils: 6477,
10822, 11237,
12669

Trey Welker
Assistant GA  
405-850-4092
Trey.Welker@
kofc.org
Councils: 3113,
3220, 8204

Chris O'Lague
405-343-9661
Chris.OLague@
kofc.org
Councils: 1018, 5160,
8523, 9901, 11648,
12108, 12605, 12819,
3556, 5168, 5354,
12382

Jody Snowder
405-474-6192
Jody.Snowder@
kofc.org
Councils: 767, 3101,
4601, 5440, 6478,
12518, 14744, 8633

Rob Blakely 
405-243-8324
Robert.Blakely@
kofc.org
Councils: 916, 1038,
1044, 1053, 5266,
13366, 949, 1533, 1537,
1903, 2974, 3309, 3336,
4042, 9334, 11135

Troy Snow
918-856-9303
Troy.Snow@kofc.org
Councils: 1104, 1302,
1677, 10388, 11194,
11734, 11959, 13313,
14248, 775, 4519,
7392, 9333, 14106

Chad McAulif
918-284-0685
Chad.McAulif@
kofc.org
Councils: 6606, 962,
4804, 9668, 4721, 7395,
8433, 13828, 3167,
14448, 14220, 11633

Michael Calhoun
405-990-0572
Michael.Calhoun@
kofc.org
Councils: 965, 1287,
5396, 5759, 4026, 
4598, 11909, 4889,
9583, 9900, 2604

To watch an
agent in action,

scan here...

All OCB Stations are 24 hours, 7 days a week
Here is a list of all the locally produced programs:
Sunday Mass from St. Eugene                       7 a.m. and 11 a.m. Sunday
Sounds of Sunday (Music)                            8 - 11 a.m. Sunday
Living Catholic with Fr. Don Wolf   12 noon Sunday & 3:30 p.m. Monday
Make Straight the Way    3:30 p.m. Tuesday *starting Jan 7th
Make Straight the Way    3:30 p.m. Wednesday *starting Jan 8th   
Good News Sunday with Deacon Larry Sousa 3:30 p.m. Thursday, Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Chaplet     3 p.m. Weekdays
Around the Archdiocese     3:25 p.m. Weekdays

There are only nine days to the end of the year and OCB wants to remind you that they are a non-profi t 
organization and all donations are tax deductible.  End-of-the-year donation letters will go out in January 
2014.  Mail your gifts before Dec. 31, 2013, to receive credit for 2013 to: P.O. Box 1428, Guthrie, OK 73044.

Listen Online!  www.okcatholicbroadcasting.com

Find us on your 
radio dial at

KKNG 97.3 FM OKC 
KOEG 88.3 Lawton
KIOP 88.3 FM Prague 
KIOP 105.7 FM Bristow 
KIOP 94.9 FM Tulsa 
KMAC 90.3 FM Antlers 



Sooner CatholicInternational16 December 22, 2013

Pope talks about Marxism, women cardinals and the joy of Christmas

VATICAN CITY — In another 
wide-ranging interview with an 
Italian journalist, Pope Francis 
denied he was a Marxist but said 
he took no offense at the label; 
dismissed the notion of women 
cardinals; and refl ected on Christ-
mas as an occasion of joy, tender-
ness and hope. 

The pope made his remarks in 
an interview with Andrea Tornielli 
of the Italian daily La Stampa and 
the website Vatican Insider. The 
interview was conducted Dec. 10 
and published Dec. 14.

“Marxist ideology is wrong, but 
I have met many Marxists in my 
life who are good people, so I don’t 
feel offended” at being branded 
one, Pope Francis said.

Following the publication of 
the pope’s apostolic exhortation 
“Evangelii Gaudium,” (“The Joy of 
the Gospel”) Nov. 26, U.S. radio 
show host Rush Limbaugh de-
nounced what he called “pure 

Marxism coming out of the mouth 
of the pope.”

“There is nothing in the exhor-
tation that cannot be found in 
the social doctrine of the church,” 
the pope said. He acknowledged 
rejecting what he termed “trick-
le-down theories” of economic 
growth, but said such a position 
“does not mean being a Marxist.”

Pope Francis repeated earlier 
calls for an end to world hunger, 
recounting a recent encounter 
during a public audience with a 
woman holding an infant.

“The child was crying its eyes 
out as I came past,” the pope said. 
“’Please give it something to eat!’ I 
said. She was shy and didn’t want 
to breastfeed in public while the 
pope was passing. I wish to say 
the same to humanity: give people 
something to eat!”

Asked about the possibility of 
creating women cardinals, Pope 
Francis said: “I don’t know where 
this idea sprang from. Women in 
the church must be valued, not 
clericalized. Whoever thinks of 

women as cardinals suffers a bit 
from clericalism.”

The pope reaffi rmed his commit-
ment to ecumenism, noting that 
Christians around the world are 
already bound together by their 
common experience of martyrdom.

“Those who kill Christians don’t 
ask for your identity card to see 
which church you were baptized 
in,” he said. “We are united in 
blood, even though we have not 
yet managed to take necessary 
steps toward unity between us, 
and perhaps the time has not yet 
come.”

Pope Francis mentioned a Ger-
man priest pursuing the saint-
hood causes of a Catholic priest 
and a Lutheran pastor, both killed 
by the Nazis for teaching the cate-
chism to children.

“This is what ecumenism of 
blood is,” the pope said.

Recalling Pope Paul VI’s historic 
visit to Jerusalem in 1964, when 
he met Orthodox Ecumenical 
Patriarch Athenagoras of Con-
stantinople, Pope Francis said the 

Vatican was preparing for him to 
mark that event’s 50th anniversa-
ry in 2014 with a papal visit to the 
Holy Land, including a meeting 
with the current Patriarch Bar-
tholomew.

The pope noted the sufferings of 
Christians in the Holy Land: “On 
Christmas night, I think above all 
of the Christians who live there, 
of those who are in diffi culty, of 
the many people who have had to 
leave that land because of various 
problems.”

Yet he emphasized that, despite 
the world’s misery, “Christmas is 
joy, religious joy, an inner joy of 
light and peace” and “speaks of 
tenderness and hope.”

“God never gives someone a gift 
they are not capable of receiving. 
If he gives us the gift of Christ-
mas, it is because we all have the 
ability to understand and receive 
it,” the pope said. “Even a corrupt 
person has this ability. Poor him, 
it’s probably a bit rusty, but he 
has it.”

By Francis X. Rocca 
Catholic News Service 

Pope Francis is third pope to win 
Time’s Person of the Year honor

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis is not seek-
ing fame or accolades, but being named Time 
magazine’s Person of the Year will make him 
happy if it helps attract people to the hope of 
the Gospel, said the Vatican spokesman.

“It’s a positive sign that one of the most 
prestigious recognitions in the international 
press” goes to a person who “proclaims to the 
world spiritual, religious and moral values and 
speaks effectively in favor of peace and greater 
justice,” said the spokesman, Jesuit Father 
Federico Lombardi.

The choice of Pope Francis “is not surpris-
ing, given the wide appeal and huge attention” 
to his pontifi cate so far, Father Lombardi said 
in a written statement Dec. 11, shortly after 
Time announced it had named the pope for 
the annual feature.

“Rarely has a new player on the world 
stage captured so much attention so quick-
ly — young and old, faithful and cynical — as 
has Pope Francis,” Time said on its website. 
“With a focus on compassion, the leader of the 
Catholic Church has become a new voice of 
conscience.”

Blessed John Paul II was named Person of 
the Year in 1994 and Blessed John XXIII in 
1962.

Other past honorees include several U.S. 
Presidents, Mahatma Gandhi, Adolf Hitler, 
Josef Stalin and Mark Zuckerberg, founder of 
Facebook. The magazine says the title goes to 
the person or idea that “for better or worse ... 
has done the most to infl uence events of the 
year.”

The pope “does not seek fame and success, 
because he serves to proclaim the Gospel and 
God’s love for everyone,” Father Lombardi 
said. But if the recognition “attracts women 
and men and gives them hope, the pope is 
happy.”

The spokesman added that Pope Francis 
would also be pleased if the magazine’s deci-
sion “means that many have understood, at 
least implicitly, this message” of hope.

By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 


