
Wreaths symbolize eternity be-
cause they are in circular form, 
without a beginning or an end, so to 
speak. Before Christ came, wreaths 
had long been used as symbols of 
fertility, victory and the like.

A special form of wreath is the 
Advent Wreath, lit each evening by 
a designated member of the family. 
The wreath is very simple in de-
sign and readily assembled. All you 
need for materials are evergreen 
swigs, whatever variety you have 
available, usually fi r or spruce (or a 
wreath purchased from a Catholic 
bookstore); a four-candle holder in 
a wreath shape, and four candles – 
three purple and one rose or pink.

The wreath should be placed on 
a suitable table set aside for this 
purpose and which has been draped 
with a cloth, usually white with lace. 

Advent is a season of penance, 
but we live in a celebratory culture 
where the Christmas festivities begin 

almost Thanksgiving evening. Since 
traditional Catholics, generally, do 
not put up the family tree until just 
before Christmas, they sometimes 
add some decoration to the wreath 
in Advent colors, which are pur-
ple for penance and rose-pink for 
the third week, which begins with 
Gaudete Sunday when fl owers are 
permitted on the altar.

The spirit of penance during Ad-
vent is not the same as that for Lent 
and some joy is permitted. Gaudete 
means “rejoice” and takes its name 
from the fi rst word of the Introit for 
that Sunday.

(From Catholic Tradition - catholic-
tradition.org.)

Sooner Catholic
soonercatholic.org  www.archokc.orgDecember 14, 2014    

Go Make Disciples

Darrow connects with students on God’s love
2014 Region 10 Catholic Youth Conference

Leah Darrow, a former contestant on Amer-
ica’s Next Top Model and graduate of Saint 
James Catholic School in Oklahoma City, 
spoke Nov. 22 at the Region 10 Catholic Youth 
Conference. The conference, for high school 
students from Oklahoma, Arkansas and Tex-
as took place at the Cox Convention Center in 
Oklahoma City.

Darrow emphasized God’s deep and abiding 
love for each of us. She shared her story of 
choosing “imitation love” and coming home to 
the real love of God. 

Karen Gonzalez from Immaculate Conception 
parish in Perryton, Texas, said she found the 
talk inspiring, especially, “when she said we 
should look for happiness from Jesus, not the 
world.” 

“He wants to love you, not 
just use you to be good, or 
to love other people, but to 
love you,” Darrow told the 
audience.

“When I moved to St. Lou-
is, I wanted to be accepted. 
I thought to be accepted, I 
needed a boyfriend. I went 
and picked one out. I got a 
boyfriend, like I was picking 
out shoes,” she said, to the 
laughter of the attendees. 

She continued to choose “imitation love” for 
the next 10 years, she said, until she had a 
moment in a New York City modeling shoot 
where she realized that she had been given so 
much, but was giving nothing back to God. 
She called her dad and asked him to bring her 
home. He drove her across the country and 
took her to confession because, he said, “The 
Catholic Church is home.”

Norma Salas, an adult volunteer from Our 
Lady of Guadalupe parish in Alice, Texas, said, 
“Her statement was very true: home is God.” 

After that, Darrow returned home with her 
father and began living for God, who gave her 
real love, including love through the man who 

is now her husband, and through their 
two children created from that love. 

Her talk was a high point of the con-
ference for Noah Staudt who attends St. 
Mary in Guthrie and is a sophomore at 
Mount Saint Mary High School in Oklaho-
ma City.

“The conference has been good,” he 
said. “I really liked it. A highlight for me 
was Leah Darrow when she talked about 
love.”

His father, Joe Staudt, an adult volun-
teer, also appreciated Darrow’s talk along 
with keynote speaker Ben Barresi from 
the night before.

“Both of the keynote speakers were very 
powerful. They handled very tough top-
ics head-on, and you don’t see that too 
often,” he said.

Mayra Castillo from 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
in Alice, Texas, part of 
the Diocese of Corpus 
Christi, found Darrow’s 
talk encouraging.

“It’s really inspiring 
because it’s true; every-
one pressures you, but 
it’s better to have true 
friends and to have God 
in your life.”

Caleb Sanderson, 
also from Saint Mary in Guthrie, benefi t-
ed from the conference and particularly 
appreciated the singing.

“The songs (were a highlight) because 
they draw us closer together when we 
sing in harmony and praise the Lord,” he 
said.

Vince Carrasco, a recent graduate of Saint 
Gregory’s University, who is in discernment 
at the Franciscan Capuchin house in Denver, 
expressed the importance of such conferences 
for young people.

“It’s a good way to get students fi red up and 
more active,” he said. “The fi rst step is always 
going to these things – they stay with you. They 

are a stepping stone and a neat experience.”
Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick is a freelance 

writer for the Sooner Catholic.

By Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick
For the Sooner Catholic

Leah Darrow speaks at the Region 10 Youth Conference in 
Oklahoma City. Photo Cara Koenig.

Why do Catholics use a wreath for Advent?

CNS photo illustration/Bob Roller.

See more Region 10 coverage on pages 8 
and 9.
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

 Need to fi nd a church 
home? A list of all parishes 
in the archdiocese is online 
at archokc.org. 

 A parish list and map are 
available through the arch-
diocese’s free app at the 
App Store or Google Play. 

 Find the full list of em-
ployment opportunities at 
soonercatholic.org under 
the Jobs Box.

 The Catholic Pastoral 
Center offi ces will be closed 
from Dec. 24 through Jan. 
1 for the Christmas holiday.

 To submit a story or pho-
tos for the Dec. 28 issue of 
the Sooner Catholic, e-mail 
tips@archokc.org by Dec. 
17.

Merry Christmas from the 
staff of the Sooner Catholic!

Plus, don’t miss daily up-
dates on Facebook, Twit-

ter and Instagram!

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Dec. 14 – Mass and Blessing of New Doors, 10:30 a.m., Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Kingfi sher
Dec. 16 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis De Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
Dec. 17 – Presbyteral Council Meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC
Dec. 17 – Continuing Education Committee Meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Dec. 17 – Catholic Charities Groundbreaking, 4:30 p.m., Site of new building, OKC
Dec. 18 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:15 a.m., Sts. Peter and Paul School, Kingfi sher
Dec. 21 – Mass, 10 a.m. and 11:45 a.m. (Vietnamese), Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Dec. 22 – Mass and dinner with residents, 4 p.m., St. Ann Nursing Home, OKC
Dec. 23 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis De Sales Chapel, CPC

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to 
those on whom his favor rests.” (Lk.2:14). The an-
gels’ proclamation of the gift of peace, given in Christ, 
announces the fulfi llment of the messianic promises 
cherished throughout the ages by God’s chosen peo-
ple: “For to us a child is born, a son is given; and his 
name shall be called … Prince of Peace” (Is.9:6).

As Advent leads us toward the celebration of Christ-
mas we turn our attention day by day to refl ect upon 
the meaning of the birth of Christ. The Christmas 
mystery celebrates God’s gift of peace. Peace has de-
scended from heaven to earth. The Word has become 
fl esh. The order intended by God for his creation is fi -
nally realized in the person of Jesus of Nazareth, Son 
of God and Son of Mary. This profound communion 
between God and man is the source of genuine peace 
and reconciliation.

The peace of Christ is the fruit of the Holy Spirit’s 
presence dwelling in our hearts. This peace is the 
result of being reconciled to God and in right relation-
ship with others. 

That this gift of peace has not yet been fully real-
ized on earth is a reminder that we have to open our 
hearts to allow Christ’s peace to take root and fl our-
ish. Even as the birth of Christ occurred in a hidden 
out of the way place near Bethlehem, and was wit-
nessed only by a few shepherds, the birth of peace in 
our world begins in the hidden recesses of our hearts. 
It is here that we welcome Christ in faith, and he 
communicates his peace to us. 

Where is this peace today? Certainly the challenge 
of peace remains the urgent challenge of our times. 
As in the days of Jeremiah we lament, “We wait for 
peace to no avail; for a time of healing, but terror 
comes instead.” (Jer.8:15). My 2014 travels to far-
fl ung parts of the world with Catholic Relief Services 
(CRS) brought home to me how elusive and precious 
is the gift of peace and how the lack of peace and jus-
tice is so destructive of human dignity.

Our nation and our world continue to confront the 
devastating causes and effects of terror and vio-
lence on every continent of the globe. Terrorism and 
violence have many faces and go by many names. 
Instability threatens to overwhelm the entire Middle 
East and much of Africa. Racial tensions are fl aring 
up into violent confrontations in many of our Ameri-
can cities. Violence is driving huge waves of migration 
around the world. Indeed, where is peace and how 
will it be achieved?

Fifty years ago, the Fathers of the Second Vatican 
Council reminded us of an important truth that we do 
well to recall today. “Peace is not the mere absence of 
war or the simple maintenance of a balance of power 
between forces, nor can it be imposed at the dictate 
of absolute power. It is called, rightly and properly, 
a work of justice. It is the product of order, the order 
implanted in human society by its divine founder, to 
be realized in practice as men hunger and thirst for 
ever more perfect justice” (GS 78).

In the Beatitudes, Jesus proclaims blessed those 
who hunger and thirst for justice. He proclaims bless-
ed the peacemakers (Mt.5:6,9). The more we welcome 
the peace of Christ into our hearts, the more our 
hearts will yearn for justice and the more passionate 
we will be for peace in our bent and broken world. 

It is especially through 
prayer that we welcome 
and receive the peace of 
Christ. In his Apostol-
ic Letter “On the Most 
Holy Rosary,” Saint 
John Paul II recom-
mended the Rosary as 
an effective prayer for 
peace since it leads to 
the loving contempla-
tion of Christ through the eyes of Mary. “Anyone who 
assimilates the mystery of Christ — and this is clearly 
the goal of the Rosary — learns the secret of peace 
and makes it his life’s project” (40). 

Focusing our eyes and hearts on Jesus, meditating 
on his mysteries, pondering his teachings, learning to 
walk the way of discipleship cannot help but make us 
his peacemakers in the world today. 

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas and observe 
both the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God and 
the World Day of Prayer for Peace on Jan. 1, I urge 
you to pray for peace in 2015. I recommend the 
prayer of the Rosary be prayed daily for this partic-
ular intention, throughout the New Year. Our Lord 
promises, “My peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
to you” (Jn.14:27). 

May the Lord give you peace!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

He shall be called Prince of Peace

Mary and the child Jesus are depicted in a 15th-centu-
ry painting by Pietro di Sano. The feast of the Nativity of 
Christ, a holy day of obligation, is celebrated Dec. 25. 
CNS/Bridgeman Art Library.
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Archbishop Coakley receives national award for 
‘Outstanding Catholic Leadership’

WAYNE, Pa. – The Catholic Lead-
ership Institute this month named 
Archbishop Coakley as their 2014 
recipient of the Award for Out-
standing Catholic Leadership.

Archbishop Coakley was selected 
for his leadership “during this crit-
ical period in the American Catho-
lic Church.” 

“He was one of the fi rst arch-
bishops in the United States to in-
vite Catholic Leadership Institute 
to assist him in proclaiming a mu-
tually shared vision in Oklahoma 
City known as ‘Go Make Disciples,’ 
which includes a major initiative 
to respond to the pastoral needs of 
a growing Latino community,” the 
Institute wrote in announcing the 
award.

The Institute recognized the 
archbishop’s appointment as the 
Chairman of the Board of Catholic 
Relief Services (CRS), and his lead-
ership on the recent CRS mission 
trip to Gaza and Iraq to assess the 
needs of displaced Christian fam-
ilies and war-torn 
communities. 

The group also 
made note of the 
world-wide recogni-
tion of his leadership 
against the satanic 
ritual at Oklahoma 
City’s Civic Center. 

“He responded to this challenge 
with steadfast determination, as 
he and the faithful in the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City stood 
together against the ‘black mass.’ 

… In the weeks leading up to the 
event, Archbishop Coakley’s voice 
was a rallying cry for his com-
munity and for the nation — a 

voice of truth and 
strength, but also one 
of unwavering hope 
in Christ’s victory 
over Satan. He also 
prayed for mercy, 
calling upon Catholics 
to trust in the power 

of the Lord’s grace and to pray for 
the conversion of those involved,” 
the Institute wrote. 

Through faith, Archbishop Coak-
ley has done amazing work for the 
Lord. 

“To me faith is really like the air 
I breathe, the light that illumi-
nates all of my life. It determines 
the way I look upon the world and 
understand the world in light of 
God’s love. Certainly there have 
been moments of conversion, but 
my journey of faith has been for 
the most part not so dramatic, 
but quite ordinary, and I suspect 
that is the way most people live 
their faith and have grown in their 
faith,” Archbishop Coakley said.

“Faith has been more like a 
seed sown quietly, silently, in a 
very hidden way that has deep-
ened, grown and matured through 
the years, and please God has 

born some fruit and please God 
will continue to bear fruit. I’m so 
grateful for the gift of faith. And 
so, what does faith mean to me? 
It means everything. It’s a tre-
mendous gift, a gift for which I’m 
profoundly grateful.”  

Catholic Leadership Institute de-
veloped the awards for Outstand-
ing Catholic Leadership in 2000 to 
recognize outstanding leaders in 
the Catholic Church.

“Catholic Leadership Institute is 
blessed to honor these outstand-
ing Catholic leaders and Christian 
witnesses like Archbishop Coakley 
for their commitment to living and 
sharing the Gospel values with 
passion and humility,” said Timo-
thy C. Flanagan, founder of Catho-
lic Leadership Institute.   

Founded in 1991, the Catho-
lic Leadership Institute (CLI) is a 
501(c) (3) not-for-profi t organiza-
tion that has provided bishops, 
priests, deacons, religious and lay 
persons in the Roman Catholic 
Church with world-class, pastoral 
leadership formation and consult-
ing services that strengthen confi -
dence and competence in ministry, 
enabling participants to articulate 
a vision for their local church, to 
call forth the gifts of those they 
lead, and to create more vibrant 
faith communities rooted in Jesus 
Christ.  

CLI is currently serving or has 
served in 89 dioceses as well as 
215 bishops, 2,154 priests and 
2,892 parish and diocesan staff. 
Visit www.CatholicLeaders.org.

Archbishop Coakley addresses the Catholic Leadership Institute during a recent 
ceremony honoring him with the Award for Outstanding Catholic Leadership. Photo 
provided.

By The Sooner Catholic Staff

Church, National Library of Ireland 
to make parish records free online 

DUBLIN – The Catholic Church 
and the National Library of Ireland 
have partnered to make nearly 
400,000 images of Catholic parish 
register microfi lms available online 
for free.

A National Library of Ireland 
statement called the records the 
single most important source of 
information on Irish family history 
prior to the 1901 census. Dat-
ing from the 1740s to the 1880s, 
they cover nearly 1,100 parishes 
throughout the island of Ireland 
and consist primarily of baptismal 
and marriage records.

“Most census records from 
this period were destroyed in the 
Four Courts fi re of 1922, so these 
parish registers are the most 
comprehensive surviving source 
of information on Irish families in 
the 1700s and 1800s,” said Colette 
O’Flaherty, head of special col-
lections at the National Library of 
Ireland.

At a Dec. 1 launch of the project 
in Dublin, she said she believed 
that the digitization “will be of 

huge assistance to those who wish 
to research their family history.”

“The NLI has worked with the 
Catholic Church to preserve these 
registers since the 1950s, when 
we were initially invited to make 
microfi lm copies,” she said.

“Now, in the 21st century – and 
in keeping with our aim of enhanc-
ing accessibility through making 
our collections available online – 
we are delighted to embark on this 
major digitization project.” 

The digital images will be avail-
able, for free, on a dedicated web-
site, which will be launched next 
summer.

The information in the registers 
varies from parish to parish but, 
typically, includes the dates of the 
baptisms or marriages and the 
names of the key people involved, 
including godparents or witnesses.

Estimates put the number of 
people around the globe who claim 
Irish heritage at some 80 million, 
including more than 36 million 
Americans, 14 million Britons, 
4.5 million Canadians, 7 million 
Australians and up to 1 million 
Argentines.

By Michael Kelly 
Catholic News Service 

AG Pruitt accuses
abortion doctor of fraud

OKLAHOMA CITY – Oklahoma 
Attorney General Scott Pruitt 
has accused an Oklahoma City 
abortion doctor of fraud for 
providing abortion-inducing 
drugs to patients who were not 
pregnant.

Dr. Naresh G. Patel, operat-
ing the Outpatient Services for 
Women clinic in Warr Acres, 
was arrested on three com-
plaints of obtaining money 
under a false pretense after im-
properly providing abortion-in-
ducing drugs to patients that he 
falsely identifi ed as pregnant.

Undercover agents from the 
Oklahoma Medical Licensure 
Board, the Oklahoma City 
Police Department and the 
Attorney General’s Offi ce set up 
appointments with Patel where 
the doctor performed ultra-
sounds and pregnancy tests on 
the women where he is alleged 
to have fraudulently identi-
fi ed each undercover agent as 

pregnant. Afterward, he provid-
ed them an abortion-inducing 
drug, provided directions for 
administering it and charged 
the female agents for the un-
necessary treatment.

If convicted, Patel could face 
up to three years in jail and a 
maximum fi ne of $15,000.

Agents and police offi cers 
also executed search warrants 
on Patel’s business and home 
Tuesday morning.

An investigation into Patel’s 
dubious practices arose from 
a complaint that he had per-
formed an abortion procedure 
on Pamela King, even though 
she was not pregnant. King 
was diagnosed and died from 
complications of cervical cancer 
later that year, and her treating 
physician reported that she had 
not been pregnant in the time 
frame that the abortion proce-
dure occurred.



Shut in from our daily walk by 
the rain and cold, my baby daugh-
ter and I went to the only place I 
knew of that was large enough to 
stretch my legs: the mall.

No frequent shopper, I thought 
of myself as immune to the lures 
of new clothes, cookware and 
technology on display, but our 
indoor jaunt proved otherwise. 
Cozy cable-knit sweaters, beautiful 
enameled cast iron pots, top-qual-
ity digital cameras and fl owing 

mid-length skirts called to me. In 
an attempt to avoid looking too 
long at my surroundings, I in-
creased my speed as we fi nished 
our stroll. Still, I left with desire in 
my heart, stirred by the carefully 
crafted window displays designed 
to do just that.

Back home, safe from the larg-
er than life advertisements, I had 
a chance to refl ect: what was it 
about the ocean blue Dutch oven 

that drew me in, especially since I 
already own more pots and pans 
than I really need? Why did I think 
the soft leather wallet with mag-
netic closure or the latest laptop 
would enhance my life? What was 
it that I was attracted to?

Once I posed these questions to 
myself, the answer became obvi-
ous: beauty and newness. Beauty, 
even the simple beauty of a well-
made pot, attracts us. It draws us 
in, for our hearts were made for 

beauty. No matter how world-worn 
we are, we are pulled toward the 
beautiful. Similarly, the human 
heart longs for newness, wishing 
to rekindle the awe and wonder of 
the small child. 

This desire for beauty reaches 
out beyond the original object — 
the object that originally stirred 
our longing will not fulfi ll it. If 
we are given the leather wallet or 
laptop, our hearts will still hunger 

for beauty and newness, always 
wanting more. It’s tempting to try 
and ignore this truth by perpetual-
ly acquiring more beautiful objects 
— or to try to squash our craving 
for beauty and newness altogether, 
thinking it can never be fulfi lled.

The newly lit pink candle points 
the way to a different possibility: 
the coming of the one who “makes 
all things new” as St. Paul wrote 
to the Corinthians. The source of 
all beauty came to “dwell among 
us,” as John wrote in his gospel. 
Our yearning for beauty is not 
something to be overcome, but the 
beginning of prayer.

Our yearning for beauty and 
newness is in tune with the season 
of Advent. It is in this time that we 
wait in joyful expectation for the 
arrival of the source of all beauty, 
who came in the form of a little 
baby, and we unite our desire with 
original and traditional prayers. 

We pray the psalms, in the Lit-
urgy of the Hours, and join in with 
the Church through the ages in 
asking, “You came to give us life 
to the full; come and give us your 
unending life.”

We recite the Joyful Mysteries of 
the Rosary, inviting God to make 
us more like Mary and open us to 
receiving Him, however He comes. 
We attend confession so we are 
not kept in darkness by our own 
sin. We sing, “O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel” as we light our advent 
candles. And we wait.

Sooner Catholic

Most Reverend
Paul S. Coakley

Archbishop of Oklahoma City
Publisher

Diane Clay 
Editor

Brianna Osborne
Managing Editor

Sooner Catholic Newspaper 
7501 Northwest Expressway 
Oklahoma City, OK 73132

(405) 721-1810 
Fax: (405) 721-5210

E-mail: tips@archokc.org 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 32180

Oklahoma City, OK 73123

Visit us online at 
www.soonercatholic.org

Visit the archdiocesan website 
at www.archokc.org

The Sooner Catholic 
(USPS 066-910) is published 

biweekly except for once in July 
and twice in December by 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

The newspaper is not responsible 
for unsolicited material. 

Copyright © 2014 Sooner Catholic

Subscription rate: $20 per year 
for all who are not members of the 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.  
Periodical postage paid at 

Oklahoma City, OK 73125.

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to the Sooner Catholic, 
P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, 

OK 73123.

 Volume 36, Number 24

The Sooner Catholic 
is supported through the 
Archdiocesan Development Fund.

Commentary4 December 14, 2014

Waiting for simple beauty and newness during Advent

NEW YORK – The publisher 
Manga Hero specializes in combin-
ing two seemingly disparate things: 
comic books in the Japanese, or 
manga, style and Catholic subject 
matter.

The imprint’s founder, Jona-
than Lin, whose father grew up 
in Japan, has used this aesthet-
ic –which is known, among other 
things, for its kinetic energy – to 
celebrate the lives of St. John Paul 
II, Pope Benedict XVI and charac-
ters from the Old and New Testa-
ments.

There is plenty of action in these 
volumes and the biographies are 
uniformly well researched. Lin’s 
writers are all graduates of Catho-
lic colleges.

Manga Hero’s newest offering is 
“Pope Francis: I Believe in Mercy.” 
It’s a revised and expanded version 
of a profi le of its subject – known 
as Jorge Bergoglio before his as-
cent to the papacy – published in 
2013.

Of course, the comic book form 

can be used to tell any story. But 
it’s surprising how well manga 
works in recounting tales about 
the church. In a way it shouldn’t 
be that much of a surprise. After 
all, Jesus led a life full of action – 
from his long journeys on foot to 
his dynamic healings and confron-
tations with the devil.

Predictably, there is nothing 
morally objectionable in “I Be-
lieve in Mercy.” But there is one 
scene depicting violent unrest in 
the pope’s homeland of Argentina. 
While not graphic, this section of 

the narrative may require some 
context for young children.

Writer Regina Doman and art-
ist Sean Lam effectively connect 
events in the future pontiff’s life 
with aspects of the life of Christ. 
When a young priest is killed 
by extremists and Father Jorge 
experiences fear, for example, the 
next panel shows Jesus raising his 
hands to calm a mighty wave.

Judge reviews video games and 
comic books for Catholic News 
Service.

Pope Francis superhero in manga-style comic book

Anamaría 
Scaperlanda 

Biddick
For the Sooner 

Catholic

Artwork of the Nativity is seen as Pope Francis arrives to celebrate Mass in Man-
ger Square in Bethlehem, West Bank, May 25. While the days leading to Christ-
mas are fi lled with shopping and other holiday preparations, the pope recom-
mends that people also fi nd time for silence so they can listen to God.
CNS photo/Paul Haring.

By Mark Judge
Catholic News Service 

CNS photo/Manga Hero.
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The Catholic Difference: Books for Christmas
That “there is no end to the making of books” 

is attested by both revelation (see Ecclesiastes 
12:12) and a browse through your local book-
store — which, if well-stocked, will help you 
get the following to deserving readers on your 
Christmas list.

N.T. Wright, “Paul: In Fresh Perspective” 
(Fortress Press). The former Anglican bishop 
of Durham is the Anglosphere’s premier bib-
lical scholar and to read his books is to feel 
oneself in the hands of a master-teacher. This 
small volume is a distillation of the analysis in 
Wright’s massive, two-volume study, “Paul and 
the Faithfulness of God” (the fourth installment 
in his masterwork, “Christian Origins and the 
Question of God”). It’s a great read for both 
information and inspiration, and ought to be a 
considerable boon to preachers. 

Jonathan Last, editor, “The Seven Deadly 
Virtues” (Templeton Press). The title comes 
from a naughty song 
in “Camelot,” but in 
the hands of Last and 
his colleagues (all 
prominent conserva-
tive writers), the con-
tent is not a celebra-
tion of vice but a witty 
introduction to the 
virtuous life, crafted 
especially for denizens 
of a culture deeply 
confused about right 
and wrong — and 
about the reasons why 
doing the right thing 
makes for happiness. 
Give it to a regular reader of the “National 
Catholic Reporter,” “The Nation” or some other 
publication convinced that conservatives are 
dour, cranky meanies — but get one for your 
favorite college student, too. The culture wars 
were never so much fun. 

Roger Scruton, “Notes from Underground” 
(Beaufort Books). The distinguished British 
philosopher who (as he puts it on the dust 
jacket) “rescued himself from the academy 20 
years ago,” adds to his literary laurels with an 
evocative novel of life in Prague during the last 
years of communism. The moral wilderness of 
mirrors in a police state, against which Vaclav 
Havel and John Paul II counterposed “living in 
the truth,” is dissected with insight and com-
passion. And while Scruton reminds us of just 
how bad life was inside the communist culture 
of the lie, he also explores, in an artful way 
that never descends to vulgarity, the passions 
that could be summoned up by that experi-
ence. The portrait of a clueless American legal 
philosopher who insists to hard-pressed Czech 
dissidents that abortion is the fi rst of human 
rights is devastatingly delicious.

Fred Kaplan, “John Quincy Adams: Amer-
ican Visionary” (Harper). If he’s remembered 
at all these days, it’s as portrayed by Antho-
ny Hopkins in the fi lm “Amistad;” but John 
Quincy Adams was arguably the most talented 
and consequential public servant in Ameri-
can history. He served in both the Senate and 
the House of Representatives, represented the 
United States diplo-
matically as ambas-
sador to the Nether-
lands, Prussia, Russia 
and Great Britain, 
negotiated the Treaty 
of Ghent (which ended 
the War of 1812), and 
served as President 
James Monroe’s sec-
retary of state before 
winning the presiden-
cy himself. Adams 
spoke multiple lan-
guages, taught at Har-
vard, was a competent 

poet and 
assid-
uous 
diarist, 
and was 
happily 
married 
to Louisa 
Catherine 
Johnson 
for 51 years. It’s hard to imagine such a man in 
the sound-bite politics of today, but it’s good to 
be remembered of the kind of people America 
once nurtured, in the hope that remembering 
might inspire us to do so again. 

Allen C. Guelzo, “Gettysburg: The Last 
Invasion” (Vintage Books). There is certainly 
no end to the making of books about the three 
most decisive days in American history. But 
having read my share of them, I learned a lot 
from this latest entry into the lists, particularly 
in terms of the logistical concerns behind Rob-
ert E. Lee’s two invasions of the North, and the 
human character of the combatants. 

Evelyn Waugh, “Scoop” (Back Bay Books). 
I fi rst read it in high 
school; I re-read it for 
perhaps the 20th time 
a few months ago. 
No novel I know is so 
consistently entertain-
ing. Give it to someone 
condemned to a long 
fl ight in the middle 
seat. 

George Weigel is dis-
tinguished senior fel-
low of the Ethics and 
Public Policy Center in 
Washington, D.C.

George Weigel
Public Policy 

Center

NEW YORK – The following are 
capsule reviews of theatrical mov-
ies on network and cable television 
the week of Dec. 14. Please note 
that televised versions may or may 
not be edited for language, nudity, 
violence and sexual situations.

Sunday, Dec. 14, 8 p.m. - 
10:15 p.m. EST (TCM) “Great 
Expectations” (1946)

Classic British production of 
Charles Dickens’ novel in which a 
poor orphaned lad helps an es-
caped convict (Finlay Currie), then 
is enthralled by the ward (Jean 
Simmons) of a rich recluse (Marti-
ta Hunt) until brought to London 
and turned into a gentleman (John 
Mills) by a lawyer (Francis L. Sulli-
van) acting for a mysterious bene-
factor whose identity has profound 
consequences.

Directed by David Lean, the 
adaptation re-creates the period 
story admirably, abetted by Guy 
Green’s evocative camerawork and 
the memorable performances of a 
fi ne cast in bringing the Dickens’ 
characters to life. Menacing situ-
ations. The Catholic News Service 
classifi cation of the theatrical ver-
sion was A-I – general patronage. 
Not rated by the Motion Picture 
Association of America.

Thursday, Dec. 18, 5:45 p.m. 
- 8 p.m. EST (TCM) “Alexander 
the Great” (1956)

Historical dramatization re-cre-
ates the life of the Macedonian 
prince (Richard Burton) who, after 
the Greek city-states fell to his 
father, Philip (Fredric March), went 
on to conquer the mighty Persian 
Empire in a 10-year campaign 
ending with his death in 323 B.C. 
at age 33. Written, produced and 
directed by Robert Rossen, the 
result is both good history and 
fi ne drama with a solid cast, some 
well-staged action scenes and a 
sense of spectacle, though the 
narrative is at times stilted and 
occasionally obscure. The stylized 
violence, sexual references and 
political complications make it 
heavy going for children. Not rated 
by the Motion Picture Association 
of America.

Thursday, Dec. 18, 5:35 p.m. 
- 8 p.m. EST (Showtime) “Man-
dela: Long Walk to Freedom” 
(2013)

Handsome but fl awed biograph-
ical profi le of South African dis-
sident-turned-president Nelson 
Mandela (Idris Elba) who, after 
spending 25 years in prison for re-
sisting apartheid, advocated peace 
and forgiveness and endeavored to 
steer his country away from vio-

lence toward reconciliation.
Based on Mandela’s 1994 auto-

biography, the movie glows with 
admiration for its subject and is 
bent on demonstrating the histor-
ical signifi cance of his personal 
journey, with second wife Winnie’s 
(Naomie Harris) vengeful reaction 
to the mistreatment she suffered 
serving as schematic counterpoint. 

Director Justin Chadwick’s 
glossy presentation has a static 
quality, as if he’s trying to pre-
serve Mandela’s legacy in amber. 
But regardless of any cinematic or 
historical limitations, the picture 
rightly lauds a statesman whose 
greatest virtue was his ability to 
see beyond his personal circum-
stances and discern what was best 
for his nation as a whole. Consid-
erable violence – including many 
gun battles, bombings and an im-
molation – demeaning treatment of 
prisoners, a half-dozen premarital 
and adulterous sexual situations, 
though without nudity or explicit 
activity, some crude language and 
hate speech. The Motion Picture 
Association of America rating was 
PG-13 – parents strongly cau-
tioned.

Saturday, Dec. 20, 8 p.m. - 
10:30 p.m. EST (HBO) “Diver-
gent” (2014)

In post-apocalyptic Chicago, 

independent will is eliminated, 
and each person is assigned, at 
age 16, to a social faction with 
a specifi c duty. One shy young 
woman (Shailene Woodley), how-
ever, discovers that she has a rare 
gift: she is a “Divergent,” capa-
ble of adapting to any group she 
pleases. Since such versatility is 
seen as a threat to the status quo 
by the evil administrator of the 
system (Kate Winslet), the mallea-
ble lass is forced to hide her secret 
by leaving the altruistic bloc in 
which she was raised and joining 
the very different section of the 
populace responsible for secu-
rity. As she undergoes rigorous, 
even vicious martial arts training, 
she falls for her instructor (Theo 
James), and together they uncover 
a nefarious plot that jeopardizes 
her family. Director Neil Burger’s 
exposition-heavy screen version of 
Veronica Roth’s novel pushes the 
boundaries of mayhem to the limit, 
placing the fi lm squarely outside 
the proper reach of younger teens. 
Intense violence, including scenes 
of torture. The Motion Picture 
Association of America rating was 
PG-13 – parents strongly cau-
tioned.

Mulderig is on the staff of Catho-
lic News Service.

Catholic News Service TV fi lm fare
By John Mulderig

Catholic News Service 
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Meet Our 
Sisters

This is part of a series to intro-
duce the religious sisters of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
The sisters serve in Oklahoma.

Sister Merys Josefi na Jimenez

What community do you belong 
to? I belong to the community of Hermanas 
Catequistas Guadalupanas. (Guadalupan Cate-
chist Sisters)

What is your ministry in the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City? I minister to the Hispanic com-
munity, and I also work with the Saint Juan 
Diego Lay School.

When, and at what age, did you enter the con-
vent? I entered the convent in 1999 when I was 
33 years old.

When did you take your fi nal vows? I made my 
fi nal vows in 2012.

When, and how, did you fi rst discern a call to 
the religious life? I am Venezuelan, and I ar-
rived in Tulsa in 1994 to work as a babysitter. I 
lived with a Venezuelan family, and moved with 
them to Oklahoma City. I began to attend Saint 
Joseph parish in Norman. I visited some hum-
ble Hispanic families, and I realized the need 
for the love of God, the need that someone be a 
voice for the working people, of how they lived 
and what they needed spiritually. I decided to 
be their voice and my life changed. After being 
at the convent, I asked to leave, so they brought 
me to the family that had adopted me. In that 
moment, I asked the Virgin of Guadalupe that 
if I truly was called to the consecrated life, that 
she would give me the opportunity, and so in 
February of 1998 I met the Hermanas Catequis-
tas Guadalupanas.

What has surprised you the most in your vo-
cation? What surprises me every day is that He 
continues calling me, in spite of my weaknesses, 
to be his disciple.

What is the most fulfi lling part of your voca-
tion? To be able to be the voice of our immi-
grants, to help them spiritually and be a means 
of bringing the sacraments to them.

What is your advice to young women who are 
in the process of discerning their vocation? I 
know that we live in an individualistic world, a 
world of making money, a secular world. My ad-
vice is that they weigh what makes them happy 
and fulfi lled, and above all that they know the 
humanity of Jesus of Nazareth.

About the Hermanas Catequistas Guada-
lupanas: We dedicate ourselves to education 
and evangelization. We were founded by the 
third bishop of Saltillo, Jesus Maria Echavarría, 
91 years ago. Our charism is to confi gure our-
selves to Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd.

Pope Francis to consecrated men, women: 
Leave your nests!

VATICAN CITY – Religious men and women 
are called to leave their “nest” and bring the 
Gospel to the peripheries, said Pope Francis 
in a video message marking the vigil of the 
Year for Consecrated Life.

The Holy Father used the occasion to 
give thanks to God for the “precious gift of 
the consecrated life to the Church and the 
world.”

The video message was delivered on Nov. 
29 to members of the Congregation for the 
Institutes of consecrated life and societies of 
apostolic life, gathered together in Rome’s Ba-
silica of Saint Mary Major.

The Year for Consecrated Life began Nov. 
30, the fi rst Sunday of Advent, and concludes 
Feb. 2, 2016.

“This is a ‘special time’ for celebrating, with 
all the Church, the gift of your vocation and 
for reviving your prophetic mission,” Pope 
Francis said.

He reminded consecrated persons to “wake 
the world up!” by placing “Christ at the cen-
ter of your existence,” seeking him “constant-
ly.”

Pope Francis recalled how members of 
the consecrated life allowed themselves to 
be touched by Christ’s hand, “guided by his 
voice, sustained by his grace,” acknowledging 
it is not easy.

He called on them to always use the Gospel 
as their starting point, translated into “daily 
gestures marked by simplicity and coher-

ence,” avoiding the temptation to “transform 
it into an ideology.”

“The Gospel keeps your life and mission 
‘young’,” thus keeping them “current and 
attractive.”

Pope Francis reminded consecrated men 
and women of their call “to be ‘living exege-
ses’ of the Gospel,” which is the “foundation 
and fi nal reference point of your life and 
mission.”

“Leave your nest,” and go out to “the pe-
ripheries of today’s men and women!” he 
said.

By allowing oneself to be “encountered by 
Christ,” He in turn “will push you toward an 
encounter with others, and bring you to the 
most in need, the poorest.”

Pope Francis concluded by invoking the in-
tercession of Mary, “women in contemplation 
of God’s mystery in the world and history,” 
ready to help others.

“May she accompany us in this Year for the 
Consecrated life,” as we are “placed beneath 
her maternal gaze.”

By Ann Schneible
CNA/EWTN News

Religious attend the Rome prayer vigil on Nov. 29 marking the Year for Consecrated Life.

Prayer for the Year of Consecrated Life
O God, throughout the ages you have called 

women and men to pursue lives of perfect charity 
through the evangelical counsels of poverty, chas-
tity, and obedience. During this Year of Consecrat-
ed Life, we give you thanks for these courageous 
witnesses of Faith and models of inspiration. Their 
pursuit of holy lives teaches us to make a more 
perfect offering of ourselves to you. Continue to en-
rich your Church by calling forth sons and daugh-
ters who, having found the pearl of great price, 
treasure the Kingdom of Heaven above all things. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Secretariat of Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations, USCCB

For more information 
on the Year of Conse-
crated Life, including 
resources, activities, 
videos and prayers, 
visit www.usccb.org.

Sooner Catholic December 14, 2014  7Local

Catholics honor social teaching of Martin Luther King, Jr.
MLK Mass on Jan. 17

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
once said, “Life’s most persistent 
and urgent question is: ‘What are 
you doing for others?’” Although 
his speech entitled “Conquering 
Self-Centeredness” was given in 
1957, the message rings true for 
today’s egocentric society.

Each year, Americans across 
the country respond to this ques-
tion by coming together on Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day to serve their 
communities and refl ect on Dr. 
King’s humanitarian teachings.

Dr. King, a non-violent civ-
il rights activist, believed that 
strength came from a communi-
ty working together as a whole. 
He spoke often about alleviating 
poverty, advocating for others and 
creating a mutual understanding 
between people.

Although he was not Catho-
lic, his goals 
frequently 
aligned with 
the themes of 
Catholic Social 
Teaching and 
he worked 
with many 
pastors, in-
cluding Arch-
bishop Emer-
itus Eusebius 
Beltran. Cath-
olic Social 

Teaching is built on a commitment 
to the poor, the life and dignity of 
all people, the call to community 
involvement, and solidarity in our 
one human family.

For nearly 15 years, the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City has gath-
ered each year to refl ect on the 
teachings of Dr. King and honor 
his life and work.

On Jan. 17 at 5 p.m., Archbish-
op Paul Coakley will celebrate a 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Mass at 
Corpus Christi Church. Putting 

into practice the teachings Dr. 
King emphasized, the Archdioce-
san Youth Advisory Board will be 
doing a food bank service project 
in conjunction with the Mass.

A multicultural tribute that in-
cludes Liturgical Dance by Corpus 
Christi youth, The Young Achiev-
ers Academy and Holy Angels 
Matachines Dancers, will follow 
the Mass. All members of the com-
munity are invited to celebrate. 

“It is important for Catholics to 
join together to honor the work 
of Dr. King,” said Becky VanPool, 
director of Parish Outreach and 
Program Development for Catholic 
Charities.

“His work refl ects the Church’s 
teachings, regarding solidarity 
with the poor and underprivileged. 
We need to gather to pray and pro-
mote justice and peace in a world 
full of violence and confl ict.” 

This Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day, organizers ask “What are you 
doing for others?” Catholics can 
respond to Dr. King’s question by 
joining in prayer with the commu-
nity.

As Dr. King said, “an individual 
has not started living until he can 
rise above the narrow confi nes of 
his individualistic concerns to the 
broader concerns of all humanity.”

Rebekah Scaperlanda is a free-
lance writer for the Sooner Catho-
lic.

Aaron Brown of Houston and Arielle Phillips of Charlotte, N.C., pause to view a 30-
foot sculpture of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in Washington. 
CNS photo/Mike Theiler, Reuters.

By Rebekah Scaperlanda
For the Sooner Catholic

If You Go
Martin Luther King, Jr. Mass

When: Jan. 17, Mass begins at 5 p.m.
Where: Corpus Christi Church, Oklahoma City
Come celebrate the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King. A multicultural tribute will follow the Mass.
   For more about the history of the Civil Rights move-
ment in the archdiocese, visit soonercatholic.org.

Come home for Christmas
Are you new to Oklahoma? Need 

to fi nd a church home? Advent 
and Christmas are wonderful 
times to fi nd a new church family 
and reconnect with the Glory of 
Christ! 

For a list of all parishes in the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City or 
to access an interactive map, go 
online to www.archokc.org. A map 
also is available through the arch-
diocese’s free app at the App Store 
or Google Play. Contact parishes 
or visit their websites for Mass 
times.

The Christmas Season

Dec. 25 - Nativity of the Lord
Dec. 26 - St. Stephen, the fi rst 
Martyr
Dec. 27 - St. John, Apostle and 
Evangelist
Dec. 28 - Feast of the Holy Family
Dec. 29 - St. Thomas Becket, 
Bishop and Martyr
Jan. 1 - Solemnity of Mary, the 
Holy Mother of God
Jan. 3 - The Most Holy Name of 
Jesus
Jan. 4 - Feast of the Epiphany
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Catholic youth honor Oklahoma City bombing victims, survivors

High school students in grades 
nine through 12 gathered at the 
Cox Convention Center from Nov. 
21 - 23, for the 2014 Region 10 
Catholic Youth Conference. 

On Nov. 22 a planned outdoor 
Eucharistic procession to the 
Oklahoma bombing memorial was 
moved indoors due to rain, but it 
was nevertheless part of a highly 
moving celebration of faith, con-
stancy and Eucharistic adoration.

The program began with a view-
ing of a video about the bombing 
of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building on April 19, 1995. The 
video, narrated by Oklahoma City 
television anchor Linda Cava-
naugh, detailed the largest ever 
terrorist attack on domestic soil 
(at the time), which left 168 people 
dead, including 19 children. 

Most of the young people at-
tending Saturday’s conference had 
not been born when the Murrah 
Building was bombed, and many 
were obviously moved by what 
they watched.

Following the video, the confer-
ence was addressed by Melissa 
McLawhorn Houston, herself a 
survivor of the April 19 tragedy. 
Her fi rst person account of be-
ing in the nearby Journal Record 
building when the bomb went off 
was chilling. She related how the 
blast caused her hair to stand 
straight up, literally, how she end-
ed up on the fl oor with furniture 
on top of her, how she managed to 
get up and get out of the now se-
verely damaged building by follow-
ing a path of blood laid down by 
those who escaped ahead of her. 

Amazingly, she was able to drive 
home and was in shock for sev-
eral days. Watching TV footage of 
the aftermath triggered a major 
post-traumatic stress episode.

“If you have ever experienced 
sadness, diffi culty or despair, 
multiply that by a thousand,” she 
told the audience, and they might 
know what she felt. She entered a 
period of profound spiritual dark-
ness.

Searching for help, Houston’s 
mother took her to see a priest, 
who told her that it was alright if 
she could not fi nd her faith.

“I have faith enough for both of 
us,” he said.

Following the priest’s advice, 
Houston began to attend Mass 
each Sunday, and four years after 
the bombing tragedy, she was 
Confi rmed in Faith and joined the 
Catholic Church.

Following Houston’s talk, the 
students joined a Eucharistic Pro-
cession, moving from the second 
fl oor conference hall, down to and 
around the fi rst fl oor, and back 
upstairs.

In all, the procession lasted 
about 25 minutes, with partici-
pants singing “Jesus, Remember 
Me” as they walked along.

The procession and adoration 
was led by Archbishop Paul Coak-
ley. A youth choir comprised of 

members from various diocesan 
parishes led the singing in the 
conference hall, accompanied only 
by handbells.

After the Divine Praises, selected 
conference attendees came for-
ward to lay a single white carna-
tion in front of the Monstrance. As 
the fl owers were being placed, the 

names of all 168 victims were read 
aloud as a single handbell tolled 
with each announcement.

Conference participants were 
asked to leave quietly and rever-
ently after the Holy Eucharist was 
retired.

Earlier in the conference, Marga-
ret Hochla explained to the group 
that processions, like worship, 
“gather us. We are gathered in a 
special way.” 

The conference theme was “Striv-
ing and Thriving,” and in addition 
to various workshops, the young 
people were afforded the opportu-
nity for sacramental Reconcilia-

tion in a special area set aside for 
confession. 

Nancy Housh, director of Youth 
Ministries for the archdiocese and 
conference coordinator, reports 
that 10 priests were on hand, and 
all were kept busy hearing confes-
sions.

In all, Housh said that “1,560 

young people attended the confer-
ence.”

Region 10 is comprised of Okla-
homa, Texas and Arkansas, and 
each state was well represented.

Erika Jimenez for Saint James 
parish in south Oklahoma City at-
tended the conference “because it 
sounded like fun.” She was invited 
by her sister Karla Jimenez, who 
told her “everyone was coming.”

Beatriz Galindo and Sevastian 
Alvarado traveled from San Mi-
guel parish in Midland, Texas. For 
Alvarado, it was “a chance to meet 
people” and “to spread the Word 
of the Lord.” Asked what that 
work is, Alvarado enthusiastically 
responded that “It is to be Christ-
like.”

Amanda Wisenbaker of Christ 
the King parish in Little Rock, 

Ark., was attending her fourth 
Catholic Youth Conference. As al-
ways, she enjoyed “meeting people 
from all over the place.”

Joel De Loera, youth director at 
Saint James in Oklahoma City, 
came with 43 kids and chaper-
ones.

“I believe we’re the largest group 

here,” he said.
He feels that his parish’s suc-

cessful youth ministry enjoyed an 
increase in both membership and 
enthusiasm after this summer’s 
Kerygma retreat in which the 
calling of the Gospel message is 
proclaimed.

“Attendance double or tripled 
after that,” he said. Their program 
also features sports, worship and 
catechesis.

While the chance for an out-
door procession was unfortunate-
ly missed, the conference was a 
resounding success, and Housh 
reports that many of the young 
people planned to visit the Okla-
homa bombing memorial on their 
own.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Teens participate in the Eucharistic procession at the Region 10 Youth Conference. Photo Cara Koenig.

From Nov. 21-23, over 1,500 teens from Oklahoma, Texas and Arkansas gathered in Oklahoma City to 
celebrate their Catholic faith. Above, students sing along with one of the performers. At left, Archbishop 
Coakley gives his homily at the closing Mass. Photos Cara Koenig.

Archbishop Coakley concelebrates Mass with Archbishop Emeritus Beltran, oth-
er priests and deacons of the archdiocese and guest priests from other dioceses. 
At left, a student prays before the Blessed Sacrament. Photos Cara Koenig.

Above, left to right: Speaker Ben Barresi shares the story of his 
faith journey. Singer Ben Walther leads the crowd in worship. A 
facilitator hands a rosary to a student. Bottom right, students 
perform a dance. Below, teens pray and sing together. 
Photos Cara Koenig.
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Review: Rediscover “Come to the Stable” for Christmas

Every Christmas, the 1946 movie “It’s a 
Wonderful Life” airs on television. The movie 
achieved critical acclaim at the time of its re-
lease, but did poorly at the box offi ce. It wasn’t 
until the copy-right for the fi lm lapsed in the 
mid-1970s that a whole new generation was 
introduced to this great movie.

 Another fi lm from that time worth rediscov-
ery is the 1949 movie “Come to the Stable,” a 
great movie to see during the Christmas sea-
son. It is about a couple of nuns who came 
from France to the fi ctitious town of Bethle-
hem, Conn., in order to build a hospital for 
children. It is based on a story by Catholic 
convert Clare Boothe Luce, who was a member 
of Congress from Connecticut and later ambas-
sador to Italy. 

“Come to the Stable” was critically acclaimed 
at the time of its release in 1949 with Oscar 
nominations for best lead actress, best sup-
porting actress, best art direction, best song, 
cinematography and best story. 

Sister Margaret, an American who entered 
the convent in France, was played by the well-
known Catholic actress Loretta Young, and the 
French Sister Scholastica was played by Ce-
leste Holm, who, incidentally, played Ado Annie 

in the original Broadway production of “Okla-
homa!” The two nuns had worked during World 
War II in a hospital for children in France, 
which their Order of Holy Endeavor operated, 
and Sister Margaret had prayed that the hospi-
tal would not be de-stroyed during the fi ghting 
when the American army was approaching.

The hospital was spared, even though the 
village around it was destroyed. Sister Marga-
ret promised God that she would come back to 
America one day and build a children’s hospi-
tal.

“God kept his end of the bargain, and now 
I’m going to try to keep mine,” she said.

But, in order to keep her promise to God, 
the nuns would have to overcome a number 
of challenges, including money and land, and 
they had neither. The local bishop gave them a 
limit on how long they could stay in Bethlehem 
to raise the funds for the hospital. 

Another main character, Bob Mason played 
by Hugh Marlowe, is a successful writer of mu-
sic who initially befriended the nuns. When he 
realized where they planned to build the hospi-
tal, he strongly objected. Far from a villain, Bob 
Mason is a good man with legitimate concerns. 
The viewer understands exactly why he feels 
the way he does about the proposed hospital 
just across the road from his home.

The entire cast was excellent. Elsa 
Lanchester played Miss Potts, an artist who 
paints religious pictures. In the fi rst scene, 
Miss Potts is painting a live Nativity scene. It 
was a postcard of one of her works titled “Come 
to the Stable” that led the nuns to Bethle-
hem, Conn. Bob Mason’s butler, Anthony, 
was played by Dooley Wilson, who was Sam in 
“Casablanca.”

“Come to the Stable” is funny, inspirational 
and endearing – truly a gem to be discovered 
by the whole family, especially at Christmas-
time. 

Ted King is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

By Ted King
For the Sooner Catholic

“Bergoglio’s List:” A new side of Pope Francis

“Bergoglio’s List” 
by Nello Scovo is 
a small book with 
big impact. Just 
207 pages cover 
to cover, the book 
narrates how then 
Father Bergoglio, 
now Pope Francis, 
saved approximately 
100 people during 
the terrible reign of 
Argentina’s military 
dictatorship which 
began in that coun-
try in 1976 and last-
ed for nine years.

The book is named to recall the heroics of 
Oskar Schindler, the man who saved some 
1,000 Jews from the Nazis during World War II, 
and whose story is depicted in Steven Spiel-
berg’s fi lm “Schindler’s List.”

When the Argentine military overtook the 
government of President Juan Peron, they 
began a reign of terror in which an estimated 
30,000 people were imprisoned, tortured and 
executed. The fate of many people remains 
unknown.

Part One of “Bergoglio’s List” sets the stage 
for the stories that follow. The book calls the 
years after 1976 “barbaric.” Seemingly without 
reason, people were taken from their homes 
and from the streets.

Prisoners were kept in small, confi ning cells, 
and then taken to see “the surgeon,” in actuali-
ty a torturer. Only a fi ring squad put an end to 
the agony.

Soldiers bragged to male prisoners about rap-
ing the men’s wives and sisters and daughters. 
The women were told to submit or their hus-
bands or male relatives would be killed.

Pregnant prisoners had their newborn babies 
ripped from their arms to be adopted by mem-
bers of the military.

This was the evil that Father Bergoglio 
squared off against as Provincial Superior of 
the Jesuits in Argentina. He had been appoint-
ed in 1973.

Part Two of the book is titled “The Stories,” 
and it contains 10 chapters that are the narra-
tives of some of those saved by Father Bergo-
glio.

Inserted in this section of the book are sev-
eral pages of photos, including one of a young 
Father Bergoglio “preaching at a Buenos Aires 
church” and a dramatic color photo of the un-
earthing of a mass grave of “the disappeared.”

In the fi rst story, Father Bergoglio is hiding 
a labor unionist being pursued by the military; 
he tells the young man “not to look out the 
window as there were soldiers on practically 
every street corner.” This man goes on to tell 
us that Father Bergoglio “knew Buenos Aires 
well as he was born there and had lived there 
for forty years,” information that was useful in 
planning escapes for those in his care.

Unfortunately, the labor leader tells us, Fa-
ther also knew that “churches were no longer 
places of refuge: the infi ltrators had gotten to 
priests who were traitors, who were afraid, or 
who openly supported the regime.” These were 
diffi cult and terrifyingly dangerous times.

In his network, Father Bergoglio never let 
anyone know his other contacts, and this was 
for protection. “One person would offer a bed, 
another would give someone a ride.” Father 
himself actually drove people to the airport or 
other destinations on their escape routes.

Father Bergoglio eventually planned and 
organized the unionist’s move from Argentina 
to Brazil, on to Uraguay, eventually to Europe 
and safety.

Other chapters in this section detail the sto-
ries of a persecuted female judge, a male stu-
dent, an activist priest and many more. There 
are stories of intrigue, with Father Bergoglio 
hiding as many as 20 “students” at the Jesuit 
University. There is the heart rending story of 
a young husband that Father managed to free 
from the secret police while at the same time 
keeping the man’s young wife hidden and safe.

Father Bergoglio was not without his de-
tractors, those who have accused him of being 
aligned with the military junta, as some priests 
unfortunately were. The survivors in this book 
deny these charges vehemently. Still, the 
book’s author in Part Three reports on the fi nd-
ings of Amnesty International and includes as 

an appendix a transcript of the “Questioning of 
Cardinal Bergoglio in the ‘EMSA Trial’ of 2010.” 
Author Nello Scavo intends to let the facts 
speak for themselves.

The sense of fear in the chapters of this book 
are tangible. We are allowed to see a new face 
of Pope Francis. To many people today, he 
is simply a gentle and loving priest. In “Ber-
goglio’s List,” we see him as courageous and 
heroic, a man focused on his duty to his fellow 
men when all of them are placed in incompre-
hensible circumstances.

“Bergoglio’s List” is a must read for anyone 
trying to understand the secret strength of the 
man who now stands at the head of our Holy 
Catholic Church.

Available on Amazon.com.
J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 

Catholic.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Pope Francis is pictured cooking in Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina, in a undated file photo. CNS photo/courtesy of 
Maria Elena Bergoglio via Reuters.
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Feeling depressed? There’s help!
This time of year can be trying for many 

Catholics, with shorter days, departed loved 
ones, family illness and many other issues. 
Help is available, whether it’s simply having 
someone to talk to or longer term counseling 
services. For additional resources, contact your 
parish or go online to catholiccharitiesok.org. 
 
Heartline - Emergency Hotline
Dial 211 
www.referweb.net/hlok/

Saint Joseph’s Counseling Center
Catholic Charities
1501 N Classen Blvd.
OKC 73106
(405) 524-0969
1 (800) 375-8514
jlong@catholiccharitiesok.org
(Up to six free sessions)

Lawton 
1930 NW Ferris Ave., Ste. 8
(580) 353-1811
LCox@catholiccharitiesok.org

Enid 
710 W Maine
(580) 237-7352
SKurtz@catholiccharitiesok.org 

Clinton 
1217 Knox Ave.
(580) 323-6363
EMcgee@catholiccharitiesok.org

Guymon 
400 NE 12, Ste. B
(580) 468-0904
JGonzales@catholiccharitiesok.org

St. Gregory’s to host fourth annual youth conference

St. Gregory’s University will host 
its fourth annual Catholic Youth 
Conference, “Chosen as Prophets,” 
on Jan. 10-11.

The conference features keynote 
presentations from the monks 
of St. Gregory’s Abbey, includ-
ing Father Simeon Spitz, O.S.B, 
Father Nicholas Ast, O.S.B., and 
Abbott Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B.  
Breakout sessions will be given 
by members of the St. Gregory’s 
University Buckley Outreach Team 
and music will be provided by 
Daniel Oberreuter of The Thirst-
ing.

God called the prophets to be pil-
lars of faith with hearts on fi re and 
to proclaim His Holy Word, and 
their mission endures. “Chosen 
as Prophets” will break open the 
Scriptures and offer an in-depth 
exploration of who the prophets 
were and who they are today. It 

is an opportunity for high school 
youth from across Oklahoma to 
join together and heed the call to 
be a prophet through word and 
worship by deepening the faith.

“Chosen as Prophets” Catholic 
Youth Conference is $35 per per-
son. The price includes all meals 
and lodging for the weekend. The 
registration deadline is Dec. 19.

Participants may come with a 
youth group or individually. To 
register, contact the St. Gregory’s 
University FIDE Offi ce at (405) 
878-5352 or fi de@stgregorys.edu.

 For more information on up-
coming events, ‘like’ St. Gregory’s 
University FIDE on Facebook, 
follow on Twitter @StGregorysFIDE 
and follow on Instagram @ST-
GREGORYSFIDE.

Annamarie Duty is a junior 
theology, philosophy and history 
student at St. Gregory’s University 
and freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

Father Simeon Spitz, O.S.B., speaking last year at “The Source and Summit” youth 
conference held at St. Gregory’s University. Photo provided.

By Annamarie Duty
For the Sooner Catholic

St. Gregory’s hosts opening event in honor of Saint John’s Bible 
SHAWNEE – St. Gregory’s University, St. 

Gregory’s Abbey and the Mabee-Gerrer Muse-
um of Art will celebrate the arrival of all seven 
volumes of “The Saint John’s Bible” Heritage 
Edition with a special opening event on Dec. 14 
from 1 p.m. – 6 p.m. The event is free and open 
to the public.

“This event is a unique opportunity for the 
public to join the St. Gregory’s community and 
experience what each of the three entities, the 
Museum, the Abbey and the University, has to 
offer,” said D. Gregory Main, president of St. 
Gregory’s University. “The timing of the arrival 
of all seven volumes of ‘The Saint John’s Bible’ 
is particularly special, allowing the community 
to bring their families to a true holiday event 
that is fi lled with scripture and will ignite the 
imagination of all those who attend.”

All seven volumes of “The Saint John’s Bible” 
will be on display at the museum during regu-
lar museum hours through Jan. 25. The Gos-
pels and Acts Volume will remain on display 
through Oct. 12. 

The exhibit includes seven 2-foot by 3-foot 
volumes of scripture written in hand calligra-
phy and accompanied by majestic illumina-
tions. Although considered rare books, visitors 
may turn the pages and touch the images. 
Members of the St. Gregory’s community will 
provide gallery talks and answer any questions 

visitors may have throughout the day.
In addition to experiencing “The Saint John’s 

Bible,” visitors to the St. Gregory’s campus may 
also take a stained glass window tour at the 
Abbey. The windows, which recently underwent 
renovations, depict the Church’s liturgical year 
and various saints.

The evening will conclude with the Festival 
of Lessons and Carols at 5 p.m., which will be 
performed by the St. Gregory’s University Scho-
la Cantorum in the Abbey Church. 

For more information, or to schedule a group 
tour, visit www.mgmoa.org or call (405) 878-
5300.

Founded in 1875, St. Gregory’s University is 
Oklahoma’s oldest institution of higher learning 
and only Catholic university. St. Gregory’s offers 
a liberal arts education rooted in the Benedictine 
tradition of cultivating the whole person – mind, 
body and spirit. With campuses in Shawnee 
and Tulsa, St. Gregory’s features both tradition-
al and adult degree programs, including associ-
ate’s, bachelor’s and master’s degree programs.

The illumination entitled Birth of Christ is one of many 
illuminations included in “The Saint John’s Bible” 
Heritage Edition. Photo Saint John’s University, Col-
legeville, Minn. 
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

“Gloria a Dios en las alturas y en la tierra paz 
a los hombres de buena voluntad.” (Lc 2, 14). 
La proclamación del don de la paz por parte 
de los ángeles, paz dada en Cristo, anuncia 
el cumplimiento de las promesas mesiánicas 
apreciadas a lo largo de los siglos por el pueblo 
escogido de Dios: “Porque un niño nos ha na- 
cido, un hijo se nos ha dado;… y proclaman su 
nombre… Príncipe de la Paz” (Is.9: 6).

Como Adviento nos conduce hacia la ce- 
lebración de la Navidad volvemos nuestra 
atención día a día para refl exionar sobre el 
signifi cado del nacimiento de Cristo. El mis-
terio de la Navidad celebra el don de la paz de 
Dios. La paz ha descendido del cielo a la tierra. 
La Palabra se ha hecho carne. El orden querido 
por Dios para su creación fi nalmente se ha re-
alizado en la persona de Jesús de Nazaret, Hijo 
de Dios e Hijo de María. Esta profunda comu-
nión entre Dios y el hombre es la fuente de la 
verdadera paz y reconciliación.

La paz de Cristo es el fruto de la presen-
cia del Espíritu Santo que habita en nuestro 
corazón. Esta paz es el resultado de la recon-
ciliación con Dios y la buena relación con los 
demás.

Que este don de la paz todavía no se ha re-
alizado plenamente en la tierra es un recorda-
torio de que tenemos que abrir nuestros cora-
zones para que la paz de Cristo eche  raíces y 
fl orezca. Así como el nacimiento de Cristo se 
produjo en un lugar escondido y apartado del 
camino cerca de Belén y fue presenciado sólo 
por unos pastores, el nacimiento de la paz 
en nuestro mundo comienza en los rincones 
ocultos de nuestro corazón. Es aquí donde le 
damos la bienvenida a Cristo en la fe y donde 
Él nos comunica su paz.  

¿Dónde está esa paz hoy? Ciertamente, el 
reto de la paz sigue siendo el desafío urgente 
de nuestros tiempos. Como en los días de Jer-
emías nos lamentamos, “Esperábamos la paz, 
y ninguna cosa buena ha llegado; el tiempo de 
la curación, y se presenta el miedo.” (Jer.8:15). 
Mis viajes en este año a partes remotas del 
mundo con CRS me ayudaron a entender cuan 
elusivo y precioso es el don de la paz y cómo la 
falta de paz y de justicia es tan destructiva de 
la dignidad humana. Nuestra nación y nuestro 
mundo siguen enfrentando las causas y efec-
tos devastadoras del terror y la violencia en 
todos los continentes del globo. El terrorismo 
y la violencia tienen muchas caras y tienen 
muchos nombres. La inestabilidad amenaza 
con abrumar a la totalidad de Medio Oriente 
y gran parte de África. Las tensiones raciales 
están estallando en confrontaciones violentas 
en muchas de nuestras ciudades de EEUU. La 
violencia está impulsando enormes oleadas mi-
gratorias en todo el mundo. De hecho, ¿dónde 
está la paz y cómo se puede lograr?

Hace cincuenta años, los Padres del Concilio 
Vaticano II nos recordaron una verdad impor-
tante que hacemos bien en recordar hoy. “La 
paz no es la mera ausencia de la guerra, ni se 
reduce al solo equilibrio de las fuerzas adver-
sarias, ni surge de una hegemonía despótica, 
sino que con toda exactitud y propiedad se lla-
ma obra de la justicia (Is 32, 7). Es el fruto del 
orden plantado en la sociedad humana por su 
divino Fundador, y que los hombres, sedientos 
siempre de una más perfecta justicia, han de 
llevar a cabo.” (GS 78). 

En las Bienaventuranzas Jesús proclama 
bienaventurados los que tienen hambre y sed 
de justicia. Él proclama bienaventurados los 

que buscan la 
paz (Mt 5: 6,9). 
Cuanto más le 
damos la bien-
venida a la paz de 
Cristo a nuestros 
corazones, más 
anhelaran nues-
tros corazones la 
justicia y seremos 
más apasionados en nuestra búsqueda de la 
paz en nuestro mundo torcido y quebrado.

Es especialmente mediante la oración que 
le damos la bienvenida y recibimos la paz de 
Cristo. En su Carta Apostólica “Sobre el San-
to Rosario”, San Juan Pablo II recomendó el 
Rosario como oración efi caz para la paz, ya que 
conduce a la contemplación amorosa de Cristo 
a través de los ojos de María. “Quien interior-
iza el misterio de Cristo – y el Rosario tiende 
precisamente a eso – aprende el secreto de la 
paz y hace de ello un proyecto de vida.” (40). 
Enfocando nuestros ojos y corazones en Jesús, 
meditando en sus misterios, refl exionando 
sobre sus enseñanzas, aprendiendo a caminar 
por el camino del discipulado, nos ayudará a 
ser constructores de paz en el mundo de hoy.

Mientras nos preparamos para celebrar la 
Navidad y observar tanto en la Solemnidad de 
María Madre de Dios y de la Jornada Mundial 
de Oración por la Paz el 1 de enero, le insto a 
orar por la paz en el 2015. Recomiendo el rezo 
diario del Rosario por esta intención particular, 
durante todo el Nuevo Año. Nuestro Señor pro-
mete: “Mi paz les dejo, mi paz les doy” (Jn.14: 
27).

¡Que el Señor te dé la paz!

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Será llamado Príncipe de la Paz

“Os doy mi paz” (Jn 14, 27)
El Predicador de la Casa Papal ofrece su primera Refl exión de Adviento

El Padre Capuchino Raniero Cantalamessa, 
Predicador de la Casa Papal, vuelve este año a 
sus hermosas y ya acostumbradas Refl exiones 
de Adviento. Este año el tema de su primera 
predicación ha sido, “La paz como don de Dios 
en Cristo Jesús”. He aquí parte de sus prime-
ras palabras:

“Si se pudiera escuchar el grito más fuerte 
que hay en el corazón de miles de personas, se 
oiría, en todas las lenguas del mundo, una sola 
palabra: ¡paz! La dolorosa actualidad de este 
tema, unida a la necesidad de dar de nuevo a 
la palabra paz la riqueza y la profundidad de 
signifi cado que esta tiene en la Biblia, me ha 
empujado a dedicar a este tema la meditación 
de Adviento de este año. Nos ayudará, espe-
ro, a escuchar con oídos nuevos el anuncio 
navideño: “Paz en la tierra a los hombres que 
ama el Señor” y también a comenzar a vivir en 
nuestro interior el mensaje que la Iglesia, cada 
año, dirige al mundo en la jornada mundial de 
la paz”.

Inmediatamente el Padre Cantalamessa ofre-
ció el siguiente texto bíblico tomado de la Carta 
a los Romanos:

“Justifi cados, entonces, por la fe, estamos 
en paz con Dios, por medio de nuestro Señor 
Jesucristo. Por él hemos alcanzado, mediante 
la fe, la gracia en la que estamos afi anzados, 
y por él nos gloriamos en la esperanza de la 
gloria de Dios” (Rom 5, 1-2).

La realidad es que su enfoque para la prepa-
ración para la navidad es genial pues no po-

dremos tener la celebración con alegría y amor 
navideño sin antes haber alcanzado la paz que 
solo Dios nos puede dar.  En su primera ho- 
milía el Padre Cantalamessa hace una buenísi-
ma distinción entre dos tipos de paz.

“Cuando hablamos de paz, somos llevados a 
pensar casi siempre a una paz horizontal: entre 
los pueblos, entre las razas, las clases sociales, 
las religiones. La palabra de Dios nos enseña 
que la paz primera y más esencial es la verti-

cal, entre cielo y tierra, entre Dios y la humani-
dad. De ella dependen todas las otras formas 
de paz”. 

Es por este motivo que el Padre pensó en 
dedicar la primera meditación a la paz como 
don de Dios en Cristo Jesús pues es Cristo 
con su Pasión y Muerte, que nos reconcilia con 
Dios, que alcanzamos esa paz vertical que es 
la más importante. Sería imposible el resumir 
toda la riqueza de la homilía del Padre Canta-
lamessa en una sola columna pero quisiera de-
jarlos con sus últimas palabras de esa primera 
meditación de Adviento para este año.

“…veamos como el Espíritu Santo, cuando 
nos abrimos a él, cambia esta situación. Él nos 
enseña a mirar a Dios con unos ojos nuevos: 
como el Dios de la ley, por supuesto, pero aún 
más como el Dios del amor y de la gracia, el 
Dios “misericordioso y piadoso; tardo para la 
ira, y grande en el amor” (Ex 34, 6). Nos lo hace 
descubrir como un aliado y amigo, como aquel 
que “no perdonó a su propio Hijo, sino que lo 
entregó por todos nosotros” en resumen, como 
un Padre tiernísimo. Entonces el sentimiento 
fi lial se traduce espontáneamente en el grito: 
¡Abba, Padre! Como quien dice: “Yo no te con-
ocía, o te conocía sólo de oídas; ahora te conoz-
co, sé quién eres; sé que me quieres de verdad, 
que me eres favorable”. El hijo ha tomado el 
lugar del esclavo, el amor el lugar del temor. 
Es así como verdaderamente nos reconciliamos 
con Dios, también en el plano subjetivo y exis-
tencial. Repitámonos también, de vez en cuan-
do, con la alegría íntima y la seguridad jubilosa 
del Apóstol: ‘¡Justifi cados por la fe, tenemos 
paz para con Dios!’”.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director de Ministerio Hispano

María y el Niño Jesús en una pintura del siglo XV por 
Pietro di Sano. CNS/Bridgeman Art Library.
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Conozcan 
a nuestras 
hermanas

Esta entrevista es parte de 
una serie para presentar a las 
hermanas religiosas de la Ar-
quidiócesis de Oklahoma City. 
Las hermanas sirven en Oklaho-
ma.

Hermana Merys Josefi na Jimenez

¿A qué comunidad pertenece? Pertenezco a la 
comunidad de Hermanas Catequistas Guada-
lupanas. 

¿Cuál es su ministerio aquí en la Arquidiócesis 
de Oklahoma City? Ministerio con la comunidad 
Hispana y también apoyo en la Escuela Laical 
de San Juan Diego.

¿Cuándo y a qué edad entró en el convento? 
Entré al convento en el año 1999 a la edad de 
33 años.

¿Cuándo tomó sus votos perpetuos? Los tomé en 
el 2012.

¿Cuándo y cómo discernió la llamada a la vida 
religiosa? Soy venezolana. Llegué en el año 1994  
en la ciudad de Tulsa, trabajando como babysit-
ter, aquí estuve con una familia venezolana y 
luego nos mudamos a Oklahoma City. Empecé 
a asistir a la parroquia San José de Norman. 
Visitando algunas familias hispanas humildes 
de corazón, me di cuenta de una necesidad 
del amor por Dios, la necesidad de que algui-
en fuera las voz de ellos, gente trabajadora, y 
como vivían y lo que necesitaba espiritualmente. 
Decidí ser la voz de ellos y mi vida cambió, 
decidí entrar al convento. Después, pedí salir 
de la congregación. Me entregaron a mi familia 
adoptiva. En ese momento le pedí a la Virgen de 
Guadalupe que si de verdad yo era para la vida 
consagrada me diera la oportunidad y así fue en 
febrero de 1998 conocí a las Hermanas Catequi-
stas Guadalupanas.

¿Qué es lo que más  le ha sorprendido en su 
vocación? Lo que me sorprende cada día es que 
El me sigue llamando a pesar de mis fl aquezas, 
para ser su discípula.

¿Qué es lo más gratifi cante de su Vocación? Po- 
der ser la voz de nuestros emigrantes, ayudarlos 
espiritualmente y ser un medio para ellos en 
sus sacramentos.

¿Cuál es su consejo para las mujeres jóvenes 
que están en el proceso de discernimiento de su 
vocación? Bueno sé que vivimos en un mundo 
individualista, un mundo de hacer dinero, un 
mundo secular. Mi consejo es que ponga en 
una balanza que es lo que nos llena, lo que nos 
puede hacer feliz y realizada, y sobre todo que 
conozca a Jesús de Nazaret la humanidad.

Somos Hermanas Catequistas Guadalupanas y 
nos dedicamos a la educación y evangelización. 
Fundada por el tercer obispo de Saltillo, Jesús 
María Echavarría. Nuestra congregación tiene 
91 años de fundada. Nuestro carisma es: Con-
fi gurarnos con Jesucristo Buen Pastor.

El papa llama Parlamento Europeo 
a rejuvenecer ‘abuela’ Europa 

ESTRASBURGO, Francia — Siendo nieto de 
inmigrantes europeos a Argentina de 77 años 
de edad, el papa Francisco instó al Parlamen-
to Europeo a valorar los credos del continen-
te y recuperar un sentido de responsabilidad 
por el bien común para rejuvenecer la vida 
social, política y económica de Europa. 

“En muchos lugares encontramos una im-
presión general de cansancio y envejecimien-
to, de una Europa que ahora es ‘abuela’, ya 
no fértil y vibrante”, él dijo el 25 de noviem-
bre. En demasiados casos, él dijo, los valores 
judeocristianos y los ideales humanistas que 
inspiraron el impulso continental hacia la 
unidad parecen haber sido remplazados por 
“los tecnicismos burocráticos de sus insti-
tuciones”.

El papa Francisco, el primer papa no eu-
ropeo en casi 1,300 años, estaba programado 
para pasar menos de cuatro horas en Es-
trasburgo visitando solamente el Parlamento 
Europeo y el Consejo de Europa. Este fue el 
viaje papal extranjero más corto en la histo-
ria y el primero que no incluyó por lo menos 
una visita a una iglesia. 

Debido a que fue organizado estrictamente 
como una visita a las instituciones europeas, 
el papa viajó desde y hacia el aeropuerto en 
un automóvil cubierto, no en el papamóvil. A 
lo largo de la ruta desde el aeropuerto grupos 
dispersos de unas cuantas personas espera-
ban en intersecciones con teléfonos inteligen-
tes y cámaras en sus manos. Había muchos 
policías franceses bordeando la ruta, pero los 
únicos grupos signifi cativos de transeúntes 
estaban en las paradas del tranvía. 

En vez de hacer una visita pastoral, el 
papa Francisco fue al corazón de la unidad y 
la burocracia europeas: el Parlamento Eu-
ropeo, la rama legislativa de 28 miembros 
de la Unión Europea; y el Consejo de Euro-
pa, organización de 47 países formada para 
promover en el continente la democracia, los 
derechos humanos y el estado de derecho. 

Unos cuantos parlamentarios objetaron la 

visita del papa, diciendo que esta violaba la 
separación de iglesia y estado. Pero Martin 
Schulz, presidente del parlamento, le dijo al 
papa que sus palabras “llevan enorme peso, 
no solamente porque usted es el líder espir-
itual de más de mil millones de creyentes. 
Sus palabras llevan un peso enorme porque 
estas le hablan a todos” y porque “los asun-
tos que usted plantea le conciernen a todos”. 

“Sus palabras”, él le dijo el papa, “proveen 
consejo y dirección en tiempos de confusión”. 

El único otro papa que ha visitado el Par-
lamento Europeo fue san Juan Pablo II en 
1988, un año antes que cayera el Muro de 
Berlín y marcó el principio del fi n de una Eu-
ropa dividida en un oeste democrático y un 
este comunista. 

El papa Francisco dijo ante el parlamento 
que, a pesar de la expansión de la demo- 
cracia y la incorporación de más países a la 
Unión Europea, “Europa parece dar la im-
presión de ser un tanto anciana y demacra-
da, sintiéndose menos y menos protagonista 
en un mundo que frecuentemente la consid-
era con indiferencia, desconfi anza y, a veces, 
sospecha”. 

Las democracias del continente, dijo el 
papa, “no se puede permitir que colapsen 
bajo la presión de los intereses multinacio-
nales que no son universales, que las debil-
itan y las convierten en sistemas uniformes 
de poder económico al servicio de imperios 
invisibles”. 

Darle nueva vida al proyecto europeo, él 
dijo, “depende de la recuperación de la co- 
nexión vital” entre los valores trascendentes 
y la atención a los talentos de los pueblos de 
Europa y de sus necesidades concretas. “Una 
Europa que ya no está abierta a la dimen-
sión trascendental de la vida es una Europa 
que corre el riesgo de perder lentamente su 
propia alma y ese ‘espíritu humanista’ que 
todavía ama y defi ende”. 

Las discusiones de la Unión Europea 
están llenas de referencias a los derechos 
humanos, pero, dijo el papa, la idea de que 
los deberes que van junto con los derechos 
parece estar en gran medida ausente. “Como 
resultado, los derechos de los individuos son 
sostenidos sin importar el hecho de que cada 
ser humano es parte de un contexto social 
donde sus derechos y obligaciones están ata-
dos a los de los demás y al bien común de la 
propia sociedad”. 

Peor aún, él dijo, el derecho más básico, 
el derecho a la vida, se le niega a muchos, 
incluyendo a los que están por nacer, a los 
enfermos terminales y los ancianos. “Todavía 
hay demasiadas situaciones en que los seres 
humanos son tratados como objetos cuya 
concepción, confi guración y utilidad pueden 
ser programados y que entonces pueden ser 
desechados cuando ya no son útiles debido a 
la debilidad, la enfermedad o la vejez”.

Por Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

El papa Francisco habla durante una visita al 
Parlamento Europeo en Estrasburgo, Francia, el 
25 de noviembre. Foto CNS/Paul Haring.

¿Se siente deprimido? ¡Hay ayuda!
Esta época del año puede ser difícil 

para muchos católicos, con los días más 
cortos, los seres queridos fallecidos, 
enfermedad de la familia y muchas otras 
cuestiones. La ayuda está disponible, si 
se trata de simplemente tener alguien 
con quien hablar o servicios de asesora-
miento a más largo plazo. Para obtener recursos 
adicionales, póngase en contacto con su parroquia 
o visite el sitio catholiccharitiesok.org.

Heartline – Línea de emergencias
Marque 211
www.referweb.net/hlok/

Centro de Consejería de San José
Caridades Católicas
1501 N Classen Blvd.
OKC 73106
(405) 524-0969
1 (800) 375-8514
jlong@catholiccharitiesok.org
(Hasta seis sesiones gratuitas)
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The Catholic Foundation

cornerstone
Don’t let Dec. 31 sneak up on you
With this year’s challenges and accomplishments 
still fresh in your mind, now is a good time to re-
view and update your estate plans. To help you in 
this process, here is a checklist of estate planning 
actions for you to go over as the end of the year 
approaches:
1. Review your current will and trusts. Should 
these documents be updated because of major 
changes in your life, such as births or deaths, or 
moves, etc?
2. Take inventory and make a written record of the 
contents of any safe-deposit box. Give a copy to a 
trusted family member. 
3. Review the beneficiary designations for your life 
insurance and retirement plans to make sure your 
beneficiary isn’t someone who is now deceased.
4. Make sure your durable power of attorney for 
health care and living will are current.
5. Be sure you are comfortable with the guardian 
named in your will for minor children or disabled 
loved ones under your care. 
6. Finish charitable contributions by Dec. 31. As 
you think about special holiday gifts for family 
and friends, remember that making charitable gifts 
to the Catholic Foundation in their honor can be a 
heartwarming experience that also offers you tax 
benefits.

   For more information about charitable gifts or estate planning, contact: 
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405) 721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in your estate plans.

Find us on your radio dial at: 
97.3 FM Oklahoma City 94.9 FM Tulsa
88.3 FM Lawton   90.3 FM Antlers
88.3 FM Prague   105.7 FM Bristow

Tambien en español:
Spanish Programs are 1 p.m. until dark – Monday    

  through Friday
890 AM Oklahoma City   1570 AM Tulsa 
 
Locally produced programs:
Sunday Mass from St. Eugene   7 and 11 a.m. Sun 
Sounds of Sunday (Music)              8 - 11 a.m. Sun
Living Catholic with Fr. Don Wolf      
                                    Noon Sun & 3:30 p.m. Mon
Make Straight the Way                                       

                                                         3:30 p.m. T, W
Good News Sunday w/Dcn Larry Sousa             

                                                 3:30 p.m. Th, F, Sat
Divine Mercy Chaplet                   3 p.m. Weekdays
Around the Archdiocese          3:25 p.m. Weekdays

Catholic radio across the archdiocese

2015 Deadlines
The 2015 publication schedule 

of the Sooner Catholic appears be-
low. The submission deadline for 
the last issue for 2014 (Dec. 28), 
is Dec. 17. For guidelines, visit 
soonercatholic.org.

Publication  Submission 
     Date    Deadline 
01/11/15  01/02/15 
01/25/15  01/16/15 
02/08/15  01/30/15 
02/22/15  01/13/15 
03/08/15  02/27/15 
03/22/15  03/11/15 
04/05/15  03/27/15 
04/19/15  04/10/15 
05/03/15  04/24/15 
05/17/15  05/08/15 
05/31/15  05/21/15 
06/14/15  06/05/15 
06/28/15  06/19/15  

   07/12/15  07/03/15 
08/09/15  07/31/15 
08/23/15  08/14/15 
09/06/15  08/28/15 
09/20/15  09/11/15  

   10/04/15  09/25/15 
10/18/15  10/09/15 
11/01/15  10/23/15 
11/15/15  11/06/15 
11/29/15  11/19/15 
12/13/15  12/03/15 
12/27/15  12/16/15 

Briefs
Birth Choice baby shower

Birth Choice of Norman, 457 W Gray, is host-
ing a Christmas party, baby shower and open 
house on Saturday, Dec. 20, from Noon to 2 p.m. 
There will be tours of the facility, demonstra-
tions of the new ultrasound machine (which was 
donated by the Knights of Columbus), and time 
to answer questions. Light snacks and refresh-
ments will be provided. Consider a donation of 
diapers, wipes, formula, lotions, shampoos, baby 
clothes, etc. 

Native American Catholic Outreach
Archbishop Coakley recently established a Na-

tive American Catholic Outreach. The goal is to 
establish faith-sharing Kateri Circles that foster 
a spirituality that reaches out to others as well 
as evangelizing; to empower Native American 
Catholics to live in harmony with their Catholic 
and native spirituality; to share the story of the 
life of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha and to follow her 
example of a life lived in Christ. All people who 
are interested are encouraged to be members of 
the Circle. Contact Deacon Roy Callison at RCal-
lison@ArchOKC.org, NativeAmerican@ArchOKC.
org or (918) 822-3255.

Help families through hunger ministry
Come live the Gospel and experience the joy 

of giving as a volunteer at St. Charles Borro-
meo’s hunger ministry, the Dorothy Day Center. 
Thursday and Friday evenings, Dec. 18 and 19, 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m., sack groceries for Saturday 
delivery. Saturday, Dec. 20, at 9 a.m. deliveries 
to low-income senior communities and house-
holds.  Average 5-7 deliveries. The Dorothy Day 
Center is located one block south of NW 50 and 
one block east of N Grove at 4909 N State - on 
the far southeast corner of the church property. 
Call the parish at (405) 789-2595.

Save the date
Are you thriving or just surviving? Are you 

ready for more energy? A deeper sense of pur-
pose? More joy? A clearer understanding of 
God’s plan for your life? Catholic speaker and 
author Matthew Kelly will present “Living Every 
Day with Passion & Purpose” on March 7 from 
6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. at the Cox Business 
Center in Tulsa, with special musical guest Eliot 
Morris. It has been a life-changing event for tens 
of thousands of people. Tickets are $39, which 
includes all retreat materials. For more informa-
tion or to purchase tickets, visit www.Dynamic-
Catholic.com or call (859) 980-7900. 

Stroke is not “your grandparents’ disease”
Do you think you are too young to have a 

stroke? Think again. Stroke is the fi fth leading 
cause of death in Oklahoma and the fourth high-
est stroke death rate in the United States. Mary 
K. Pinzon, RN, CPE, certifi ed stroke education 
nurse, will present “Too Young to Stroke? Think 
Again. Think FAST!” on Sunday, Jan. 4, from 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at St. John the Baptist Cath-
olic Church, Edmond. Nursery provided upon 
request. Contact Marilyn Seiler, RN, (405) 340-
0691 Ext. 197.

Fr. Goins to lead Irish pilgrimage
Fr. Jim Goins, St. Thomas More, Norman, will 

lead a pilgrimage to Ireland July 6-17, 2015. 
The trip is $4,099 per person, including airfare 
from OKC, four-star hotels, most meals and 
more. Sites include Kylemore Abbey, St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral, Dungaire Castle, Blarney Castle, 
Our Lady of Knock, Ennis Cathedral, Killarney, 
Waterford, Cliffs of Moher and Galway. The $300 
per person deposit is due before Feb. 1. Contact 
Melani Roewe at (405) 293-2003 or visit www.
unitours.com/client/RevGoinsIreland.pdf.
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December

Third Sunday of Advent

Charismatic Healing Mass, 
5:30 p.m., Immaculate Con-
ception Catholic Church, 
3901 SW 29, OKC. For more 
information, call (405) 685-
4806.

St. Gregory’s University “Fes-
tival of Lessons and Carols,” 
5 p.m. – 6 p.m., St. Gregory’s 
Abbey Church, Shawnee. Ad-
mission is free. For more in-
formation, go online to www.
stgregorys.edu.

From Dec. 14 to Jan. 25, 
all seven volumes of the St. 
John’s Bible will be on dis-
play at the Mabee Gerrer 
Museum of Art, St. Gregory’s 
University. For more informa-
tion, visit www.mgmoa.org or 
call (405) 878-5300.

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to Infant Jesus of Prague 
monthly. During these nine 
days, the novena prayers will 
be as follows: Monday-Friday 
following Noon Mass, Satur-
day following 6 p.m. Mass, 
and Sunday following 11 a.m. 
Mass.

Devotion to the Precious 
Blood of Jesus, an unfailing 
means of tapping the inex-
haustible mercy of God from 
the source of our salvation; 
Thursdays 9 p.m. to 12:30 
a.m., St. James Church 4201 
S McKinley Ave., (405) 420-
2527.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, at 
St. Ann Nursing Home, OKC. 
Mass at 9:30 a.m. in the 
chapel with meetings imme-

diately following. For more 
information, contact Toni 
Harrelson at (405) 341-2199.

Birth Choice of Norman (457 
W Gray) will be hosting a 
Christmas party, baby shower 
and open house from Noon to 
2 p.m. There will be tours of 
the facility, demonstrations of 
the new ultrasound machine 
(which was donated by the 
Knights of Columbus), and 
time to answer questions. Re-
freshments provided. Consid-
er donation of diapers, wipes, 
shampoos, etc.

The community of the Secular 
Order of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary of Mt. Carmel and St. 
Teresa of Jesus – Oklahoma 
Community and Province of 
St. Therese, meets at Little 
Flower Church, OKC, from 
Noon to 4:30 p.m. Call Betty 
Sharp (405) 408-4275.

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Christmas Day – Holy Day of 
Obligation

Feast of St. Stephen, the First 
Martyr

Feast of St. John, Apostle 
and Evangelist

Christmas/New Year’s 
themed dance at St. Charles 
Borromeo Church, 5024 N 
Grove Ave., OKC. Can bring 
fi nger food to share. Gather-
ing time is 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.; 
dance lessons from 7:30 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. with dance music 
beginning promptly at 8. The 
dance ends at 11 p.m. Call 
Dorothy at (405) 604-4603.

Feast of the Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Job Box
Grants manager

The Catholic Foundation seeks 
a grants manager. The full-time 
position supports the granting pro-
grams of the foundation, including 
communications, data mainte-
nance, donor relations, schedul-
ing, payables and administrative. 
Strong knowledge of Word, Excel 
and databases is required. Send 
resume to bsemtner@archokc.org.

Music director
St. Charles Borromeo Church in 

OKC seeks a music director. Du-
ties include planning and staffi ng 
weekend liturgies, holy days, wed-
dings, funerals and school litur-
gies. The director is responsible for 
directing, scheduling and rehears-
ing with the choir as well as pro-
viding accompaniment for English 
liturgies. Music degree required 

as well as knowledge of Catholic 
Liturgy, along with excellent organ, 
piano and vocal skills. Bilingual 
a plus. Send resume to Rev. Tim 
Luschen, St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Church, 5024 N Grove 
Ave., OKC 73122 or e-mail Tlus-
chen@prodigy.net.

Maintenance supervisor
FT, paid benefi ts, must pass 

background checks and drug 
screen. Should have minimum 
fi ve years experience in apart-
ment-type maintenance and excel-
lent communication skills. Please 
send resume to St. Ann Retirement 
Center, 7501 W Britton Rd., OKC 
73132. Attn: Sid Espinosa.

See more open positions at 
archokc.org/jobs-box.
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This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not refl ect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.
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Okarche’s Center of Family Love celebrates expansion 

On Nov. 21, a groundbreaking ceremony was 
held for a new intermediate care facility at the 
Center of Family Love in Okarche. The new 
building, which will house an additional 16 
beds, is expected to be complete by January 
2016.

Founded in 1981 by the Knights of Colum-
bus, the CFL is a not-for-profi t organization 
that provides lifetime care for developmentally 
and intellectually disabled adults from all areas 
of Oklahoma.

The CFL is divided into three areas:
1. Group homes for residents who are more 

independent;
2. Intermediate care facilities for those with 

more personal needs;
3. And a geriatric center for aging residents.
Ranging in age from 18 to 86, residents with 

all types of disabilities – including autism, neu-
rological disease, Down syndrome and trau-
matic brain injury - live and work at the center. 
The addition of space will allow the CFL, which 
is already at capacity, to accept 16 more dis-
abled adults.

The 20-acre campus, which is home to 115 
residents, is a hotbed of activity. Residents 
in the group homes participate in vocational 
programs, which provide them opportunities to 

work and earn a paycheck.
While some residents choose to work off-cam-

pus making air fi lters, others work on-site, 
making three-ring binders by hand. Both the 
air fi lters and the binders are sold to the State 
of Oklahoma as well as to the 
general public. A greenhouse 
and garden center provide an-
other opportunity to work and 
be creative, growing plants and 
arranging fl owers that are sold 
in the CFL gift shop. 

Executive Director Debbie Espinosa de-
scribed the CFL as a place where residents 

really take pride in their accomplishments.
 “This is a place where people thrive – not 

just survive. We are able to offer our residents 
opportunities that they wouldn’t have other-
wise.” 

The mission of the CFL aims 
to promote the dignity of hu-
man life, and provide a place 
for the mentally and physically 
disabled to live the teachings of 
the Catholic Church.

 “We want to give them the best life we pos-
sibly can,” Espinosa said. “We are a Catholic 
organization and we want that to show through 
what we do, by living our social teachings of life 
and dignity of the human person.”

Expressing overwhelming gratitude toward 
the Knights of Columbus for bringing the idea 
to fruition, Development Director Marsha 
Smith reiterated the importance of the dignity 
of human life.

 “We use the teachings of the Catholic 
Church as a guideline for what we do here. Our 
residents have the chance to use their abili-
ties, and they are grateful for the opportunity 
to work,” Smith said. “They are so proud of the 
things they accomplish!” 

A small chapel on campus provides residents 
a quiet place to worship and pray.  

In order to provide the best care possible 
for residents, the CFL relies on private donors 
to keep the center operational. In addition to 
monetary donations, volunteers are always 
needed to help maintain the property through 
painting, lawn care and general maintenance, 
and to provide assistance. 

 For more information on the Center of Fam-
ily Love, to donate or to volunteer, go to www.
cfl inc.org or call (405) 263-4658.

By Sally Linhart
For the Sooner Catholic

Executive Director Debbie Espinosa with residents of the Center of Family Love. Photos Sally Linhart.

A greenhouse in the Center of Family Love Horticulture Center is filled with poinsettias. Photo Sally Linhart.

Archbishop Coakley, Bishop Slattery of Tulsa and representatives from the Knights of Columbus and the Center of Family Love at the groundbreaking for the new facility. 
Photo Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.

“We want to give 
them the best life 
we possibly can.”


