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Go Make Disciples

Oklahoma Catholics prepare to celebrate the Year of Consecrated Life

Newly ordained priest, Father Simeon Spitz, 
O.S.B., had a unique vocational journey that 
took him from studying for the diocesan priest-
hood to professing vows as a Benedictine monk 
at Saint Gregory’s Abbey. Initially he wondered 
who he could reach serving as a priest while 
living the monastic life.

 “I valued greatly the ministry of the diocesan 
priests and I wanted to be out preaching and 
doing God’s work,” Father Spitz said. “As time 
went on, though, I could not resist the monas-
tic life and I came to realize that the monastic 
life is very evangelical. A life led in prayer is 
very powerful evangelism. The fact that monks 
can be happy by reading the scriptures and 
praying is a testimony to the truth of the Gos-
pel.”

 In order to place a spotlight on the work of 
men and women in consecrated life, like Father 
Spitz, Pope Francis has declared 2015 the Year 
of Consecrated Life. The observance begins 
on Nov. 30, the First Sunday of Advent, and 
concludes on Feb. 2, 2016, the World Day of 

Consecrated Life.
The term “consecrated life” most prominent-

ly includes those in religious life who live the 
three evangelical counsels of poverty, chastity 
and obedience. The Year of Consecrated Life 
also coincides with the 50th anniversary of Per-
fectae Caritatis, the Second Vatican Council’s 
decree on religious life, and Lumen Gentium, 
the Second Vatican Council’s constitution of 
the church.  

 “The consecrated life reminds us of Christ’s 
commitment to us, that He loved us so much 
that He gave His life for us so that we could 
have Eternal Life,” said Sister Veronica Hig-
gins, C.S.T. “Throughout the ages, people have 
responded to that gift by surrendering their 
will, their very selves to become like Christ.”

 Dioceses around the world have been called 
to observe the Year of Consecrated Life with 
prayer, service, and an increase of interaction 
between lay parishioners and religious.

On Jan. 25, 2015, the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City will mark the World Day of Prayer 
for Consecrated Life with Vespers conducted by 
Archbishop Paul Coakley. The public is invit-
ed to join the religious men and women of the 
archdiocese at 4 p.m. at the Saint Francis de 
Sales Chapel in the Catholic Pastoral Center. 
In addition, on Oct. 18, Archbishop Coakley 
will again preside at Vespers followed by a din-
ner for all of the religious men and women in 
the archdiocese.

 Often a hidden 
vocation, especially in 
the modern era, the 
consecrated life has 
much to offer today’s 
Catholic Church. The 
Year of Consecrated 
Life aims to connect 
lay Catholics with 
those who have dedi-
cated their lives to serve Christ and his Church 
through a religious vocation.

 “In my experience, religious are just as rel-
evant as, and perhaps even more vibrant than 
in years past,” said Sister Catherine Powers, 
C.N.D. “The culture in which we live needs 
witnesses, those who can be countercultural 
by professing the vows of poverty, chastity and 

obedience.”
Religious orders around the world hope the 

Year of Consecrated Life places a focus on the 
good works they are doing in the community as 

well increases interest 
in the vocation of reli-
gious life among young 
people. For the Catho-
lic Church to thrive, it 
needs men and wom-
en to commit to lives 
of prayer and service 
through the consecrat-
ed life.

 “Religious life is a gift from God to the 
Church, and we must move forward in hope 
that today’s young people will be generous 
enough to answer the call that God is most 
defi nitely continuing to give,” Sister Powers 
said.

 Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Fr. Spitz, OSB at the Sept. 21 Eucharistic Procession. 
Photo Archdiocese of Oklahoma City/Steve Sisney.

Sr. Veronica Higgins

Tired of the mall? Try alternative shopping   

Every Christmas season, any num-
ber of people begin to dread the ordeal 
of “mall shopping.” What can I get for 
so-and-so who is so hard to buy for? 
How much money should I spend? 
Should I go on-line or get in line in 
the parking lot of one of the big box 
stores at 4 a.m.? Somehow, in all the 
fl urry of credit card receipts, the spirit 
of Christmas seems to get lost.

It needn’t be this way. There are 
alternatives.

A gift can be a truly Catholic gift. 
Patron saint medals and beautiful 
rosaries are available at local Catho-
lic gift shops. Ignatius Press, Eternal 
Word and Sophia Institute have won-
derful selections of books and movies, 

the enjoyment of which will last long 
into next year.

Catholic Relief Services helps more 

than one million people overseas, and 
a gift purchased from their Fair Trade 
catalogue is twice a gift. Order hand-
made baskets from Ghana, fl oral plate 
sets from Vietnam or fabric rugs from 
India. Delicious chocolate, wild rice, 
jams or coffee purchased through 
CRS will ensure that farmers and 
craft workers worldwide are treated 
fairly. 

Heifer International boasts that it 
has “the most important gift catalogue 
in the world.” Instead of a conven-
tional gift card, send an “honor card” 
(which can be downloaded on line) to 
purchase a $50 share of a heifer – a 
dairy cow that will help provide a fam-
ily in need with up to four gallons of 
milk a day. Help a family in Gua-

continued on page 7
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Chocolate displayed at a CRS Fair Trade 
event. Photo Cara Koenig.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

Pope Francis created 
six new saints on Nov. 24! 
Check our news section for 
more information.

The Region 10 Youth 
Conference took place in 
the archdiocese Nov. 21-
23. Search for the hashtag 
#r10yc on your favorite 
social media network to see 
photos from the event. Cov-
erage of the event will ap-
pear in the Dec. 14 edition 
of the Sooner Catholic.

The Year of Consecrated 
Life begins today! We will 
post prayers and other re-
sources for this celebration 
in the coming months.

See full job descriptions 
in our Jobs Box.

Scan the QR code below 
with your smartphone to go 
directly to the Sooner Catho-
lic website!

Visit www.newevangeliza-
tionokc.blogspot.com to see 
posts on the New Evangeli-
zation in the archdiocese.

Plus, don’t miss daily up-
dates on Facebook, Twit-

ter and Instagram!

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Dec. 2 – U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops Committee on International Justice and Peace and Domestic     
              and International Committee Meeting, Washington, D.C.
Dec. 3 – U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops Committee on International Justice and Peace, Washington,     
              D.C.; Catholic Relief Services Board Meeting, Baltimore
Dec. 4 – Catholic Relief Services Board Meeting, Baltimore
Dec. 5 – Dedication of Birthchoice addition, 4 p.m., Birthchoice, OKC
Dec. 7 – Confi rmation, 10 a.m., St. Patrick Church, Anadarko (w/ Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Binger     
              and Saint Richard Church, Carnegie)
Dec. 9 – St. Ann Retirement Center board meeting, 8 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Dec. 9 – Department head meeting, 10 a.m., CPC
Dec. 9 – Vocations board meeting, 11 a.m., CPC
Dec. 9 – Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Dec. 10 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Holy Trinity School, Okarche
Dec. 11 – Mass and celebration of 125th Anniversary of Sisters of Sorrowful Mother, 11 a.m., Via Christi 
      Hospital St. Francis, Wichita
Dec. 12  – Blessing of Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine, 3 p.m., St. Gregory’s Abbey, Shawnee
Dec. 12 – Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass, 7 p.m., St. Joseph Church, Norman
Dec. 14 – Mass and blessing of New Doors, 10:30 a.m., Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Kingfi sher

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

In the simple beauty of its liturgy, Advent is one of 
the richest seasons of the year. The prayers and read-
ings at Mass as well as the hymns and antiphons of 
the Liturgy of the Hours invite us to a quiet refl ection 
that heightens our sense of longing as we prepare to 
welcome the King who comes to save us. 

Advent also is a season with memorable rituals and 
traditions for the home as well. Lighting each candle 
of the Advent wreath may be the occasion to gather 
family or friends for a moment of prayer. The child’s 
anticipation and joy each day upon opening another 
door or window of an Advent calendar reminds us 
why the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who 
become like little children.

Precisely because the season of Advent is charac-
terized by quiet waiting and unhurried preparation, 
it is easily lost in the noise and frenzy of the com-
mercial “holiday season.”  “Black Friday” has now 
become “Black Thursday!” We don’t even wait until 
the Thanksgiving table is cleared before the shopping 
frenzy begins. The pressures of shopping for bargains 
and that perfect gift, the rounds of parties, decorating 
and travel create a level of stress and busyness that 
is anything but refl ective. No wonder so many people 
experience only exhaustion or letdown when Christ-
mas fi nally arrives. 

It is a pitiful and telling symptom that so many 
Christmas trees are already stripped and littering the 
curb and landfi lls on the day after Christmas. Was it 
only about the presents? The “shopping season” may 
be over but the real feast of Christmas is just begin-
ning. As Catholics, we celebrate the octave day of 
Christmas on Jan. 1 by honoring the Mother of God 
and the Christmas season will reach its climax with 
the feast of Epiphany. The real Christmas season has 
been completely eliminated in our culture just as Ad-
vent has been replaced by a commercial substitute. 
What can we do? We can let Advent be Advent. And 
let Christmas be Christmas.

In order to celebrate well such a great feast as 
Christmas, we need the weeks of Advent to prepare 
ourselves properly. We need the weeks of Advent to 

ponder and remember 
God’s age-old promises 
and to experience the 
longing of those patri-
archs and prophets that 
still fi nds its echo in our 
own hearts today. It is 
the longing which cries 
out, “Maranatha! Come 
Lord Jesus!” It is the 
longing of our heart for 
the gift of salvation.

The word Advent means “coming.” During Advent 
we prepare to celebrate the Lord’s coming in history 
when he was born as a child in Bethlehem. We also 
prepare for his coming again in glory when he will 
judge the nations and turn over the Kingdom to his 
heavenly Father. But, there also is the Lord’s hidden 
coming to us in the mystery of his grace each day. 

Christmas is not just a nostalgic remembering of 
an event that occurred in a faraway place a long time 
ago. Neither do we prepare for the birth of Christ by 
pretending that he has not yet been born. By remem-
bering and pondering the mysteries leading up to and 
surrounding the birth of Jesus, the Spirit opens our 
hearts to experience His coming as something new for 
us!

Jesus Christ was born to bring salvation into our 
own world, and to bring joy and hope to our hearts 
today! He comes to renew a world grown old in sin 
and to make all things new.

The grace of Advent invites us to experience his 
coming with new hearts, as if, perhaps, for the 
fi rst time. The Lord comes to us in this hidden way 
through his holy Word. He comes especially through 
the celebration of the Sacraments by which he com-
municates his gift of salvation to each of us. 

Advent reminds us that there is much more going 
on here than getting and spending. There is real rea-
son for rejoicing. God is with us. Today!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Take time to celebrate Advent

Seminary Burses
Father Joseph Beltran Burse

A $250 donation was made by St. 
James Catholic Church.

A $150 donation was made in honor 
of Sr. Jo Ann Fleischer, OP, by St. 
Ann’s Catholic Church, Fairview.

A $200 donation was made by Holy 
Spirit Parish, Mustang.

A $200 donation was made by St. 
Mary’s Parish, Guthrie.

A $350 donation was made by 
Epiphany of the Lord Parish.

Father James A. Kastner Burse

A $300 donation was made by Adele 
Crump on the anniversary of her 
brother, Fr. Kastner’s, birthday.

Father Kirk Larkin Burse

Three $100 donations were made by 
anonymous donors.

Father Stanley Rother Burse

A $200 donation was made in honor 
of Arthur E. Eckroat.

A $215 donation was made by Our 
Lady of Victory, Purcell, and St. Cath-
erine of Siena, Pauls Valley.

A $500 donation was made in honor 
of Msgr. Dan Mueggenborg’s Silver 
Anniversary of Ordination.

A $300 donation was made by the 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help on behalf of Archbishop Beltran.

A $399.45 donation was made by St. 
Peter Church, Guymon.

WASHINGTON—The U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
(USCCB) Committee on Evan-
gelization and Catechesis has 
released an online version of the 
“United States Catholic Cate-
chism for Adults” (USCCA).  The 
free, online resource is available 
in English and Spanish.

 “As more people are turning to 
the Internet for information, we 
must be able to provide faithful 
information about the Cath-
olic faith. The online USCCA 
provides an opportunity for all 
people to access Church teach-
ing online, use this resource for 
research and share with others,” 
said Bishop David L. Ricken of 
Green Bay, Wisconsin, chairman 
of the Committee on Evangeli-
zation and Catechesis, at the 
announcement of the USCCA 
publication.

 “The USCCA is an especially 
wonderful resource because it 
contextualizes our faith with-
in our American culture, and 
also includes stories of Amer-
ican saints and holy men and 
women, prayers, refl ections and 
study questions,” Bishop Ricken 
said.

 The USCCA is based on 
the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church.  Following the outline 
of the Catechism, the USCCA 
walks the reader through the 
Creed, the sacraments, moral 
life in Christ and the prayers 
of the Church. Each chapter 
contains a story about a saint, 
blessed, or holy man or woman, 
a brief overview of the topic, re-
fl ection questions and a prayer.  
Also, included in the appendices 
are a glossary of Catholic terms 
and traditional Catholic prayers.

 The USCCA online is search-
able, printable, and shareable. 
The table of contents provides 
easy access to each chapter, and 
the glossary is included as well 
as the appendices. The USCCA 
is available in English at www.
usccb.org/beliefs-and-teach-
ings/what-we-believe/cat-
echism/us-catholic-cate-
chism-for-adults/index.cfm  and 
in Spanish at http://ccc.usccb.
org/fl ipbooks/uscca-spanish/
index.html .

A printed version can be or-
dered through USCCB Customer 
Relations by visiting www.usccb-
publishing.org/.
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Lessons from Dietrich von Hildebrand
Dietrich von Hildebrand (1889-

1977) was a German Catholic 
philosopher, part of a circle of 
thinkers that fi rst formed around 
Edmund Husserl, founder of the 
philosophical method known as 
“phenomenology.”

Others in that circle included 
Max Scheler, on whom Karol Wo-
jtyla (Saint John Paul II) wrote his 
second doctoral thesis, and Edith 
Stein, now St. Teresa Benedicta of 
the Cross. 

The phenomenologists thought 
philosophy had gotten detached 
from reality, drifting into the 
quicksand of thinking-about-
thinking-about-thinking. Their 
motto was “to the things them-
selves,” and their project was to 
reconnect thought to reality by a 
precise observation and analysis of 
Things as They Are.

Phenomenology, alas, also rates 
a special shrine in the philosophy 
wing of the Opacity Hall of Fame. 
The phenomenological method 
lends itself to a certain circularity, 
and a lot of patience is required 
to work through a typically dense 
phenomenological text — especial-
ly when the author is German. In 
my brief experience of him as a 
philosopher, Dietrich von Hildeb-
rand was no exception to this rule. 

Imagine my happy surprise, 
then, in discovering a collection of 
Hildebrand’s diaries and pre-World 
War II lectures, edited by John 
Henry Crosby and John F. Cros-
by, and recently published as “My 
Battle Against Hitler: Faith, Truth, 
and Defi ance in the Shadow of the 

Third Reich.” Here was a Hildeb-
rand I’d never met before: a crisp, 
feisty writer, who wore his emo-
tions on his literary sleeve as he 
fought against the emerging Hitler 
regime and the Catholic intellectu-
als who were seduced by it, some 
for brief periods, others for longer.

 That seduction was, in a word, 
appalling. In May 1933, for exam-
ple, the Catholic Academic Associ-
ation met at the Benedictine Abbey 
of Maria Laach (one of the centers 
of the pre-Vatican II liturgical 
movement). To what Hildebrand 
described as his “great distress,” 
Hitler’s vice chancellor, Franz von 
Papen, a Catholic, was invited to 

lecture; even worse, “a priest from 
Maria Laach praised the Third Re-
ich as the realization of the Body 
of Christ in the secular world.” Hil-
debrand resigned from the associ-
ation to protest this “ignominious 
affair.” 

Dietrich von Hildebrand believed 
that Nazism breathed the ancient 
spirit of the Antichrist, with whom 
the Church could have no truck. 
Thus, he wrote friends in Munich 
at Pentecost 1933, explaining that 
“it is completely immaterial if the 
Antichrist refrains from attacking 
the Church for political reasons, or 
if he concludes a Concordat with 
the Vatican. What is decisive is 
the spirit that animates him, the 
heresy he represents, the crimes 
committed at his behest. God is 
offended regardless of whether the 
victim of murder is a Jew, a So-
cialist, or a bishop. Blood that has 
been innocently spilled cries out to 
heaven.” 

Why did intelligent Catholics in 
Germany and elsewhere fall prey 
to the siren-songs of German Na-
tional Socialism? A close reading 
of Hildebrand’s diaries suggests 
that it was in part because they 
despised liberal democracy, which 
they regarded as “bourgeois” and 
decadent. And there certainly were 
elements of decadence, and ag-
gressive secularism, in Germany’s 
inter-war Weimar Republic.

But a Catholic answer to the 
quandaries of political moderni-
ty was not going to be found in 
Hitler’s Third Reich (which some 
foolishly imagined the forerunner 

of a new Holy Roman Empire) or in 
Mussolini’s Fascism (which some 
Catholics thought an expression 
of the “corporatism” espoused by 
Pius XI’s 1931 social encyclical, 
“Quadragesimo Anno”). The an-
swer was a democracy (even under 
a constitutional monarch) tethered 
to moral truth through a religious-
ly-informed public philosophy 
drawn from Europe’s heritage of 
reason and revelation — from the 
legacies left to Europe by Athens 
and Jerusalem.

As I read the Hildebrand diaries, 
that option was not on the table 
when European Catholic intellec-
tuals discussed the crisis of their 
continent during the Great De-
pression. That failure of imagina-
tion helped foster the catastrophes 
of the Holocaust and the Second 
World War, and helped pave the 
way toward Europe’s current 
moral-cultural sclerosis. There are 
lessons here for all, but especially 
for those “radical Catholics” tempt-
ed to turn legitimate critiques of 
democratic practice into contempt 
for the democratic experiment. 

George Weigel is Distinguished 
Senior Fellow of the Ethics and 
Public Policy Center in Washington, 
D.C.

George Weigel
Public Policy 

Center

German theologian and philosopher 
Dietrich von Hildebrand is pictured in 
a 1939 photo. CNS photo/George Bal-
tus, courtesy of Dietrich von Hildebrand 
Legacy Project.

Pope Francis announces
2015 visit to Philadelphia

WASHINGTON—The visit of Pope 
Francis to Philadelphia in Septem-
ber 2015 for the World Meeting of 
Families will be a “joyful moment,” 
said Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz 
of Louisville, Ky., president of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops. Pope Francis made his inten-
tion to travel to the United States 
public, Nov. 17, in an address to 
the Colloquium on the Comple-
mentarity of Man and Woman at 
the Vatican.

 “The presence of Pope Francis 
in our country will be a joyful mo-
ment for millions of Catholics and 
people of good will. Our great hope 
has been that the Holy Father 
would visit us next year to inspire 
our families in their mission of 

love. It is a blessing to hear the 
pope himself announce the much 
anticipated news,” said Archbish-
op Kurtz.

 The World Meeting of Families, 
sponsored by the Vatican’s Pontif-
ical Council for the Family, is the 
world’s largest Catholic gathering 
of families and is held every three 
years. World Meeting of Families 
2015 will be Sept. 22-25, hosted 
by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, 
and will focus on the theme “Love 
is Our Mission: The Family Fully 
Alive,” emphasizing the impact 
of the love and life of families on 
society.

 More information is available 
online: www.worldmeeting2015.
org/

The Philadelphia skyline is seen in a 2012 file photo.
CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz.

“United States Catholic Catechism 
for Adults” now available online



On Palm Sunday this year, I was 
standing in the foyer of one of the 
metro parishes where a liturgically 
sensitive usher was holding the 
stragglers at bay as the solemni-
ties began.

I found a place to lean against 
the wall when suddenly a man 
came up to me and said, “Is this 
church always this crowded?” 
Since I was a visitor too, I indicat-
ed that I wasn’t sure. He clucked 
his tongue impatiently and said, 
“I’m going to Life Church.” I found 
myself thrust into an evangeliza-
tion emergency, and I needed to 
give him a good reason to stay, 
pronto! I searched my mind — 
what did we have that they didn’t 
have? Of course. The Eucharist! 
So, I quickly uttered some hasty 
words of encouragement, that he 
shouldn’t miss out on the Bread 
of Life. His eyes glazed over and 
his words stung: “Some people 
are born to be Catholic, and some 
people are born to run away from 
the Catholic Church. I’m running 
away.” He turned on his heel, and 
left.

I know that many parents with 
adult children are heartbroken by 
the fact that their kids have aban-
doned the faith of their childhood 
in favor of churches like this. They 
say they are being “fed” there. 
What is a parent to do? What is 
the Church to do?

Surprisingly, one thing that 
evangelical churches do extremely 
well is a perfectly Catholic thing to 
do, and something we can learn. 
Life Church, like many other 
evangelical churches, effectively 
announces the core message of 
the Good News of the Gospel, in 
a thousand different ways. This 
core message so permeates the 
consciousness of these Christians 
that it shapes their welcome, their 

formation and the whole atmo-
sphere. 

The core message of the Gospel 
is called the “kerygma” (ker-IG-
ma), or the “initial proclamation” 
of the Gospel. Recovering the 
kerygma is part of the culture 
shift within the Church to which 
the New Evangelization is calling 
us. Saint John Paul II referred 
to the kerygma as “the conver-
sion-bringing proclamation of 

the Gospel … the initial ardent 
proclamation by which a per-
son is one day overwhelmed and 
brought to the decision to entrust 
himself to Jesus Christ by faith.” 
(cf. “Catechesis in Our Times,” 
19, 25) This initial proclamation 
is the “permanent priority” of the 
Church’s mission. In “Mission of 
the Redeemer” 44, he wrote:

“The Church cannot elude 
Christ’s explicit mandate, nor de-
prive men and women of the ‘Good 
News’ about their being loved and 
saved by God. Evangelization will 
always contain – as the founda-
tion, center and at the same time 
the summit of its dynamism – a 
clear proclamation that, in Jesus 
Christ ... salvation is offered to all 
people, as a gift of God’s grace and 
mercy.”

Pope Francis summarized the 
kerygma this way, “Jesus Christ 
loves you; he gave his life to 
save you; and now he is living at 
your side every day to enlighten, 
strengthen and free 
you.” 

Saint Paul once 
distinguished 
between those 
members of the 
Church who need-
ed milk, and those 
who needed meat. 
“I fed you milk, not 
solid food, because 
you were unable 
to take it. Indeed, 
you are still not able, even now 
…” (1 Cor 3.2) After the Protestant 
reformation, Catholics began to 
dwell almost exclusively on our 
doctrinal, sacramental and moral 
teaching — the “meat” of the faith 
– to emphasize those things which 
distinguish us from Protestants.

Only since the 20th Century cat-

echetical movement, led by Joseph 
Jungmann and Johannes Hofi n-
ger, has the kerygmatic aspect of 
catechesis started to gain traction 
again in magisterial teaching. 

Recent popes have indicat-
ed that without the conversion 
prompted by the kerygma, cat-
echesis does not have a proper 
context within which to take root. 
Pope Francis gave an earthquake 
of emphasis to the kerygma, in 

“Joy of the Gospel.” He writes:
“This fi rst proclamation is called 

‘fi rst’ not because it exists at the 
beginning and can then be for-
gotten or replaced by other more 
important things. It is fi rst in a 
qualitative sense because it is the 
principal proclamation, the one 
which we must hear again and 
again in different ways, the one 
which we must announce one way 
or another throughout the process 
of catechesis, at every level and 
moment. We must not think that 
in catechesis the kerygma gives 
way to a supposedly more “solid” 
formation. Nothing is more solid, 
profound, secure, meaningful and 

wisdom-fi lled than 
that initial procla-
mation. All Chris-
tian formation 
consists of enter-
ing more deeply 
into the kerygma, 
which is refl ected 
in and constant-
ly illumines, the 
work of catechesis, 
thereby enabling 
us to understand 

more fully the signifi cance of every 
subject which the latter treats.” 
(“Joy of the Gospel,” 164)

Only a person who has joyfully 
entrusted himself to Jesus Christ 
is in a position to take on board 
the high standard of moral living 
that he revealed, or to fruitfully re-
ceive the sacraments. Pope Fran-
cis further wrote:

“ … (the kerygma) has to ex-
press God’s saving love, which 
precedes any moral and religious 
obligation on our part; it should 
not impose the truth but appeal 
to freedom; it should be marked 
by joy, encouragement, liveliness 
and a harmonious balance, which 
will not reduce preaching to a few 
doctrines, which are at times more 
philosophical than evangelical. 
All this demands on the part of 
the evangelizer certain attitudes, 
which foster openness to the mes-
sage: approachability, readiness 
for dialogue, patience, a warmth 
and welcome which is non-judg-
mental.”

The “culture of kerygma” is what 
Life Church, and most evan-
gelical congregations, do really, 
really well. If we can internalize 
the kerygma in our own lives and 
develop a more kerygmatic culture 
ourselves, the welcoming atmo-
sphere of our churches will be 
transformed. Our children will not 
only stay Catholic, but catechesis 
will be set in its proper context. 
And furthermore, evangelicals will 
be more likely to fi nd the full-
ness of their faith in Jesus, in the 
Catholic Church.
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Commentary4 November 30, 2014

What Life Church is doing right

Carole Brown
Director of New 
Evangelization

“One thing that 
evangelical 
churches do ex-
tremely well is a 
perfectly Catholic 
thing to do.”

Pope John Paul II greets enthusiastic crowds on the streets of Mexico City in 
January 1979. CNS photo.
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Meet Our 
Sisters

This is part of a series to intro-
duce the religious sisters of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
The sisters serve in Oklahoma.

Sister Elizabeth Kehoe, CND

What community do you belong 
to? I belong to the Congregation of Notre Dame 
of Montreal.

What is your ministry in the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City? I am proud to work at Catholic 
Charities as a marriage and family therapist. 
Catholic Charities has been a big part of my life 
and it has been a privilege to serve in an agency 
totally devoted to meeting people’s needs.

When and at what age did you enter the con-
vent? I was 19 when I entered the convent due 
to the fact that I had waited a year after grad-
uating from high school. I worked at Reynolds 
Aluminum on the Magnifi cent Mile in downtown 
Chicago for a year. However thrilling and adven-
turous that year was, I felt that a more mean-
ingful life was awaiting me. That turned out to 
be my religious vocation.

When did you take your fi nal vows? My fi nal 
vows in 1965 were made in Montreal at our 
Motherhouse, eight years after entrance into the 
community.

When and how did you fi rst discern a call to the 
religious life? It was actually in junior high when 
it seemed my faith became more central in my 
life. I felt God tugging at the edges of my being. 
My understanding of the relational aspect of 
God in my life took root.

What has surprised you the most in your voca-
tion? So many things. Even though there are 
very satisfying and comforting moments, there 
also have been some challenging times. Com-
munity life is so all-encompassing. Just imagine 
fi ve, 10 or maybe 20 women deciding on a menu 
for an important occasion. It can take a little 
time. However, the support of those women is 
a blessing, even a miracle at times. Community 
is what the world was meant to be. As religious 
women, we experience it on a daily basis.

What is the most fulfi lling part of your vocation? 
The most fulfi lling part of my vocation is the joy 
in reaching out to others as Mary reached out to 
Elizabeth with the words of the Magnifi cat. One 
doesn’t have to look far to see the face of Christ 
in those journeying moments that are part of 
religious life. I am so blessed and happy that my 
journey brought me to Oklahoma.

What is your advice to young women who are 
in the process of discerning their vocation? Take 
time to listen to the stirrings of your heart. No 
app is needed for this, just a willingness to be 
still for a time. In our lives, we all want friends 
and some intimacy. It is even more important to 
have some self-intimacy in order to discover the 
source of your being and God’s plans for you.

My community’s foundress, Marguerite Bour-
geoys, established the fi rst uncloistered com-
munity in North America. Marguerite chose the 
mystery of the Visitation as the inspiration for 
those who joined her in the important work of 
education. She was canonized in 1982.

Encounter with God’s call
at Conception Seminary

For many years, the Offi ce of Vocations in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City has spon-
sored a trip to the “Encounter with God’s 
Call” weekend retreat at Conception Semi-
nary in Missouri.

The trip is for young men considering the 
priesthood. The retreat is organized by the 
seminarians at the seminary, where our own 
college seminarians study. The seminary of-
fers this retreat twice each year, in the spring 
and in the fall. This fall, we had a great 
response with 18 young men from around 
the archdiocese in attendance, making ours 
the second-largest diocesan group. Young 
men attending with our group represented 
14 different parishes and both of Oklahoma 
City’s catholic high schools. Thanks to the 
generosity of St. Charles Borromeo Church 
and School, we were able to use their parish 
bus for transportation.

The retreat involves “witness” talks given 
by a handful of seminarians along with small 
group refl ection time. There are very moving 
experiences of prayer with the seminarians 
and the monastic community, which exposes 
participants to the Liturgy of the Hours and 
Eucharistic Adoration.

There are tours of the seminary and free 
time for recreation and sports. Individual 
prayer time, confession and Holy Mass all are 
part of the many ways the retreat fosters an 
encounter with God’s call.

Many active Catholics have never seen a 
seminary. Thus, for many people, a seminary 
is shrouded in mystery. Certainly that is true 
for most all of the young men who attended 
the trip. The main benefi t of this retreat is 
the supernatural grace it offers. But, in ad-
dition, the retreat fosters a more realistic no-
tion of the seminary and it helps participants 
see that they are not that different from the 
seminarians.

The result is a more realistic view of the 
seminary and a greater possibility for atten-
dance by these young men.

It is interesting to watch the preconceived 
notions about seminary and seminarians 
tumble as the young men on the retreat expe-
rience a place of great joy, satisfaction, fun, 
prayer, grace and peace. Over the years that I 
have led this trip, I can say that every young 
man has had a very rewarding experience.

Thankfully, some of them come home from 
the trip desiring more than ever to apply to 
seminary and to discern whether God is call-
ing them to the priesthood.

This year’s large group is a good sign that 
Catholics around the archdiocese are helping 
to foster a culture where our young people 

believe that giving time to consider God’s call 
is one of the most important tasks of their 
life. We call this fostering a “culture of voca-
tions.”

At this time of year, each home in the 
archdiocese should receive one of the most 
important tools the Vocations Offi ce uses to 
foster this culture. That tool is our annual 
direct mailing of a vocations prayer card, a 
miniature version of our seminarian poster 
and a request from Archbishop Coakley that 
all Catholics in the archdiocese participate 
with a fi nancial gift toward the educational 

expenses of our seminarians.
So, look for this mailing, and please contact 

us if you do not receive it. I encourage each 
family to display the seminarian poster in a 
prominent place in their home, and ensure 
the prayer for our seminarians and discus-
sion about vocations is a frequent topic with 
children.

Finally, any gift you may want to make 
toward the important work of educating and 
forming our seminarians is a great gift for 
the future of the Church. Archbishop Coak-
ley and I are most grateful for your prayerful 
support of our seminarians and your gift to 
the Seminary Education Appeal.

Father Hamilton is pastor of St. Monica in 
Edmond and Vocations Director for the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City.

By Rev. Stephen V. Hamilton
For the Sooner Catholic

Contact the Offi ce of Vocations at 
(405) 721-9351.

Conception Abbey and Seminary, Conception, Mo. 
Photo by Austin Sykora.

Fr. De Loera (left) and Fr. Hamilton with the retreat attendees. Photo Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic.
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Happenings around the archdiocese for Advent
Parishes throughout the Arch-

diocese of Oklahoma City are 
providing multiple opportunities 
for prayer and service to others 
during Advent. For information 
on Mass schedules and holiday 
events, contact your parish or 
fi nd a Catholic church near you 
through the church directory and 
map at www.archokc.org.

         November

 Make an Advent calendar, 
Christ the King Parish Cen-
ter Atrium, 5 p.m. Stay for 
dinner at 5:30 p.m. (Ma-
ma’s meatloaf, homemade 
mashed potatoes, green 
beans, dinner rolls)

December

Advent Senior Adult Lun-
cheon and Christmas Bingo, 
Noon, Christ the King Parish 
Center Atrium.

Penance Rite at Christ the 
King, OKC, 6:30 p.m.

Penance Rite at St. Francis of 
Assisi, OKC, 6:30 p.m.

6:30 p.m. Rosary (Novena to 
Our Lady of Guadalupe be-
gins), St. Peter, Woodward.

Assumption Catholic Church 
second annual Christmas 
Bazaar in Gillespie Hall, 8 
and Hickory, Duncan. Fri-
day, Dec. 5, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.; 
Saturday, Dec. 6, 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m.; and Sunday, Dec. 7, 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. St. Nich-
olas Party, Saturday, Dec. 
6. 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Drop off 
children at RE building and 
come shop! Will accept cash, 
credit and checks. The funds 
raised will be distributed to 
the building fund, food bank 
and St. Vincent de Paul.

St. Nicholas Day

Giving Sunday at Christ the 
King, Dec. 6-7. Donations of 
new children’s books, soccer 
balls, basketballs, footballs, 
coats, hats, scarves, gloves 
and mittens may be delivered 
under the Advent tree in the 
Mayfi eld Foyer. These items 
will be given to children at 
North Highland Elementary 
and Positive Tomorrows in 
OKC and Parroquia Santisimo 
Sacramento in Piura, Peru.

Dec. 6-10, Assumption Cath-
olic Church, Duncan, Advent 
Mission: “Christ is Born” with 
Fr. Joe Arledge. The mission 
ends Dec. 10 at 7 p.m. with 
an Advent Penance Service.

Breakfast with Santa 9 a.m. 
to Noon, Christ the King. Pic-
tures with Santa and a pan-
cake breakfast provided by 

Knights of Columbus Council 
12669.

St. John Nepomuk, Yukon 
Children’s Christmas Party, 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Hosted by 
Knights of Columbus and 
Ladies Auxiliary.

Living nativity at 5 p.m. Din-
ner in Christ the King Parish 
Center Atrium, 5:30 p.m. 
(breaded pork chops, fried 
cabbage, roasted red pota-
toes with fresh rosemary and 
garlic, dinner rolls)

At 6:30 p.m., “Mary of Naza-
reth,” a 2012 fi lm on the life 
of Mary, Mother of Christ, 
from her childhood through 
the Resurrection of Jesus.  
Parish Center Atrium, Christ 
the King.

Immaculate 
Conception of 
the Blessed 
Virgin Mary – 
Holy Day of 
Obligation

Christ the King, 6 p.m., 
Fr. Daniel McCaffrey, STD, 
presents “Hidden Facts about 
How to Pray the Rosary.”

Holy Family Church, Lawton, 
penance service, 6:30 p.m.

Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, at the Con-
nor Center, 3300 Lake Ave., 
OKC, 6 p.m., “An Evening of 
HOPE” with nationally rec-
ognized presenters of faith, 
Michael James Mette and 
Greg Wasinski. The event 
includes engaging stories, 
uplifting music and inspiring 
messages of HOPE to help 
attendees refocus on the 
true meaning of the Advent 
season. No cost; donations 
accepted. Along with tra-
ditional hymns, Mette will 
share upbeat, contemporary 
selections from his albums, 
“Always What I Need,” “Bring 
Forth the Light” and “Arts + 
Humanity.” Wasinski will give 

insight on current events as 
well as specifi c chapters from 
his book, “Where Faith & Real 
Life Come Together.”

Holy Trinity, Okarche, pen-
ance rite, 6:30 
p.m.

St. Peter, 
Woodward, on 
Dec. 11 – 8:30 
p.m. confes-
sions; 11 p.m. 
Mass; 12 a.m. 
Mañanitas. 
On Dec. 12 – 1 
a.m. reception; 
7 p.m. Rosary; 
7:45 p.m. Danza, Our Lady 
of Guadalupe play and Mass; 
9:30 p.m. reception.

Our Lady of Guadalupe cele-
bration, Assumption Catholic 
Church, Duncan. Celebration 
includes a procession at 10 
p.m., Matachines dancers at 
11 p.m. and a midnight Mass 
followed by a light breakfast.

Assumption Catholic Church, 
Duncan, continues Our Lady 
of Guadalupe celebrations 
beginning with a rosary at 4 
p.m. followed by Mass, dinner 
and traditional dances.

St. Charles Borromeo Cath-
olic Church, OKC, Our Lady 
of Guadalupe celebration, 
including 5 a.m. Mañanitas, 
prayer service at 8:30 a.m. 
and fi esta at 9 p.m.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass, 
St. Joseph Church, Norman, 
7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

St. Monica Catholic Church, 
2001 N Western Ave., Ed-
mond, Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Mañanitas (Sere-
nade to Our Lady), 5 a.m. in 
the Narthex. After “Mañani-
tas,” hot Mexican chocolate 
and “pan dulce” (sweet bread) 
will be served in the Parish 
Hall. Mass at 6 p.m. followed 
by a potluck dinner. Please 
bring favorite dish (enough for 

10 people). For more informa-
tion, contact Carmen Snow at 
(405) 359-2700.

Advent Penance Service, St. 
John Nepomuk, Yukon, at 5 
p.m.

Dinner, Christ the King Par-
ish Center Atrium, 5:30 p.m. 
(Rhoda’s famous lasagna with 
meat sauce, Italian salad, to-
mato and onion salad, garlic 
bread) with caroling to shut-
ins following dinner.

St. Gregory’s University “Fes-
tival of Lessons and Carols,” 
7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., Sar-
keys Performing Arts Center. 
For more information and 
advance tickets, go online to 
www.stgregorys.edu.

Dec. 14 to Jan. 25, all sev-
en volumes of the St. John’s 
Bible will be on display at the 
Mabee Gerrer Museum of Art, 
St. Gregory’s University. For 
more information, visit www.
mgmoa.org or call (405) 878-
5300.

Las Posadas begin at St. 
Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC. 
The event includes a small 
re-enactment of the posada, 
songs, piñata and traditional 
Mexican bread and chocolate. 
Eight families in the Hispan-
ic community continue the 
posadas in their homes until 
Dec. 24. This represents the 
nine-day novena. Those who 
wish to follow along at home, 
may call (405) 235-4565 to 
request materials.

St. Martin of Tours Jail 
Ministry Christmas Project, 
Christ the King. Homemade 
cookies and handmade 
Christmas cards will be 
delivered to each inmate at 
the Oklahoma County Jail. 
Deliver cards for an inmate 
to Christ the King before 
Dec. 17. Cards should be no 
larger than 3” x 5” and may 
not include glitter or stickers. 
Blank index cards are avail-
able at Christ the King, and 
there are bags for fi nished 
cards at the welcome desk. 
For more information or to 
help the St. Martin of Tours 
Jail Ministry, contact Sally 
Riesenberg at sallyriesen-
berg@hotmail.com.

Holy Trinity School Christ-
mas Program, 1:30 p.m. and 
7 p.m., in the school gym.

30
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Shopping
continued from page 1

temala with a gift of bees for $30 
or send a trio of ducks to Ban-
gladesh for $20. Vegetarian? Tree 
seedlings sent to Tanzania will 
help control soil erosion on their 
hillside gardens.

Along the same lines, a gift to 
World Vision can help provide 
a water well, mosquito bed nets 
to Zambia or help save sexually 
exploited girls in Cambodia by 
providing them with safe shelter, 
medical care and vocational train-
ing.

Here at home, Catholic Charities 
will help more than 350 families 
this year to experience the joy of 
Christmas. Gift donations and 
volunteers are needed. The Sal-
vation Army needs people to staff 
the mall Angel Tree, and it just 
wouldn’t be Christmas without 
those Salvation Army Red Kettle 
bell ringers.

Volunteering can be a great way 
to bypass the whole Christmas 
present buying-spending-wrap-
ping-shipping commotion altogeth-
er. Send, or better yet, deliver a 

Christmas card 
note explaining 
that the vol-
unteer activity 
was performed 
to honor a 
friend or family 
member, living 
or deceased. 

The best 
Christmas 
gift, after all, 
is a gift of the 
heart.

Alternative Shopping List
www.ignatius.com
www.ewtnreligiouscatalogue.com
www.sophiainstitute.com
www.crsfairtrade.org
www.Heifer.org/giftnow 
www.worldvisiongifts.org
www.catholiccharitiesok.org
www.salvationarmyokcac.org
Many fi ne organizations are supported through 
gift catalogues. Surf the net and fi nd the one 
whose gifting will warm your heart this holiday 
season.

A Very Giving Christmas
Catholic Charities launches new Christmas gift program for 350 families

Oklahoma City – Catholic Char-
ities of the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City recently announced 
a change to its Christmas gift 
program, previously known as 
Adopt-A-Family. For the past 
year, Catholic Charities’ senior 
staff and board of directors eval-
uated the strengths of the annual 
Christmas program. After meeting 
with experts in similar organiza-
tions, Catholic Charities made the 
decision to refi ne the program to 
include the opportunity for client 
families to have more choice in the 
giving process. 

Rebranded as “A Very Giving 
Christmas,” the new project allows 
families selected through Catholic 
Charities’ programs and partner 
agencies, including local parishes, 
to visit “St. Nick’s Shoppe” and 
select gifts to place under their 
Christmas trees. When parents 
enter St. Nick’s Shoppe, they will 
visit two shopping areas: one with 
gifts for children and another with 
gifts for the parents or general 

household. 
“This was a change that we put 

much thought into,” said Sonny 
Wilkinson, Catholic Charities’ se-
nior director of Mission Advance-
ment. “We wanted to acknowledge 
the success of the past program in 
ensuring families had a wonder-
ful Christmas. However, we also 
wanted our clients to expierence 
the same joy and excitement we all 
have when shopping for gifts for 
our loved ones. Giving doesn’t stop 

with gift-giving. Part of Catholic 
Charities’ new approach involves 
asking clients who participate in 
the program to give back to the 
community at some point in the 
next year as volunteers — clos-
ing the giving cycle and paying it 
forward.”

For the program to be success-
ful, Wilkinson says it needs the 
help of donors and volunteers 
more than ever: “Just as in the 
past, we are asking our gener-

ous donors to ensure these 350 
families have presents under the 
tree.” Those wishing to “Stocke 
the Shoppe” and donate gift items 
are asked to go online to catholic-
charitiesok.org/christmas to sign 
up for the items they wish to give. 
Items needed include toys, coats, 
household items and toiletries. A 
complete list of needed items is 
available on the project’s webpage. 
Catholic Charities also accepts 
cash donations and gift cards to 
help purchase needed items.

Futhermore, Catholic Charities 
seeks the assistance of volunteers 
to help operate St. Nick’s Shoppe 
in December. Volunteer opportuni-
ties range from helping set up the 
Shoppe, guiding families through 
the store, wrapping gifts, and 
more.

For more information about A 
Very Giving Christmas, contact 
Catholic Charities’ Offi ce of Mis-
sion Advancement at (405) 523-
3009 or lgodman@catholiccharitie-
sok.org.

The Hunger Games: Mockingjay, Part 1

NEW YORK – Positive values, including al-
truism, are highlighted in “The Hunger Games: 
Mockingjay, Part 1” (Lionsgate).

Together with the absence from the fi lm of 
most problematic content — a good deal of styl-
ized combat aside — those upright ethics make 
this sequel a worry-free choice for the parents 
of targeted teens.

The third installment of a four-part series 
based on best-selling novels by Suzanne Col-

lins, the movie also offers satisfying — and oc-
casionally stirring — action played out against 
the backdrop of the same disordered futuristic 
society in which its predecessors were set.

For those who are new to Panem, the dysto-
pian North American nation that serves as that 
setting, here’s the (raw) deal: A cosseted urban 
elite, led by President Coriolanus Snow (Donald 
Sutherland), rules oppressively over a group of 
outlying districts populated by downtrodden 
workers. Each year, some of the children of the 
underclass are compelled to participate in the 
brutal survival tournament of the title — from 
which normally only one victor emerges alive.

Having been subjected to the games twice 
— fi rst in a normal round, later as part of an 
all-star version — franchise heroine Katniss 
Everdeen (Jennifer Lawrence) has become a 
huge celebrity, not least because she managed 
to subvert the rules of the contest on both oc-
casions. Her latest act of defi ance, showcased 
at the end of the last fi lm, coincided with, 
and helped spark, the outbreak of a rebellion 
against Snow’s regime.

The opening of this chapter fi nds Katniss 
holed up in a huge bunker that serves as the 
headquarters of the uprising. Its leaders — 
President Alma Coin (Julianne Moore) and for-
mer tourney supervisor-turned-rebel Plutarch 
Heavensbee (Philip Seymour Hoffman) are 
intent on using Katniss as the inspiring symbol 

of their movement.
Though Katniss is initially reluctant to take 

on that role, exposure to the ruthless devas-
tation Snow’s forces have infl icted on the area 
where she used to live, convinces her to play 
her part. But things become complicated when 
her sweetheart, Peeta Mellark (Josh Hutcher-
son), whom Snow is holding captive, becomes 
a tool in the president’s propaganda campaign 
aimed at stamping out the revolution.

As scripted by Peter Craig and Danny Strong, 
the romantic entanglements in director Francis 
Lawrence’s sci-fi  adventure are so chaste that 
a single kiss between Katniss and Gale Haw-
thorne (Liam Hemsworth), the lad who pines 
for her, takes on great signifi cance. And Gale, 
it turns out, is not only well behaved, but hero-
ically selfl ess in the pursuit of Katniss’ welfare.

For those willing to buy into the mythos be-
hind it all, the progress of the revolt in which 
Katniss fi nds herself caught up makes for an 
invigorating ride. As for unimpressed holdouts, 
they can pass the time monitoring the dialogue 
— in vain — for any hint of profanity or other 
verbal trespasses.

The fi lm contains some bloodless, but po-
tentially disturbing violence. The Catholic 
News Service classifi cation is A-II – adults and 
adolescents. The Motion Picture Association 
of America rating is PG-13 – parents strongly 
cautioned.

Liam Hemsworth and Jennifer Lawrence in a scene 
from the movie “‘The Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 

By John Mulderig 
Catholic News Service 



The Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma this month announced 
a record 48 educational grants 
in support of education-related 
projects at parishes, schools and 
religious education programs 
throughout the Archdiocese of 
OKC. The grants totaled more than 
$89,000.

“The Catholic Foundation’s En-
dowment ensures that the educa-
tional grant program will be fund-
ed annually for years to come,” 
said Karen Rieger, president of the 
Catholic Foundation.

Many of the CFO grants support 
technology improvements in the 
classrooms with a special em-
phasis on “STEM” 
projects – Science, 
Technology, Engi-
neering and Math-
ematics. Youth 
programs at parish-
es also are support-
ed by helping their 
students attend the 
Steubenville Youth 
Conference and 
other retreats during 
the year.

The Catholic Foundation fulfi lls 
its mission to provide grants for 
educational resources to Catholic 
programs throughout the arch-
diocese. Whether textbooks or 
laptops, “Investing in the Future 
of Our Faith” remains the founda-
tion’s goal to help educate genera-
tions of Catholic men and women.

The 2014 CFO grant recipients 
are:

Parish/School – City – Project
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary Church – Duncan – class-
room technology

Church of the Epiphany of the 
Lord – OKC – Classroom TV and 
Blu-Ray DVD players

Holy Name of Jesus Church – 
Chickasha – Audio visual equip-
ment for classrooms

Holy Trinity Church – Okarche – 
Audio visual technology for parish 
facilities

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Church – Sterling – Classroom 
furniture/DVDs

Sacred Heart Church – OKC – 
bathroom stalls replacement

Saint Benedict Church – Shaw-
nee – Update classroom technology

Saint Charles 
Borromeo Church – 
OKC – Gymnasium 
audio visual up-
grades

Saint Francis of 
Assisi Church – 
OKC – “Chosen” 
education program

Saint Francis 
Xavier Church – 
Enid – Totus Tuus 

summer parish program
Saint Gregory the Great Church 

– Enid – Evangelize and Revitalize 
Education program

Saint John Nepomuk Church – 
Yukon – Parent Workshop: Catho-
lic Children’s Bible

Saint Joseph Church – Union 
City – Adult Education Lenten 
Study Group

Saint Mary Church – Ardmore – 
Resource library/RE equipment

Saint Mary Church – Clinton – 
TV and DVD/VCR

Saint Mary Church – Medford – 
RCIA Adult Education program

Saint Matthew Church – Elk City 
– Smart boards

Saint Paul the Apostle Church – 
Del City – Echoes of Faith/audio 
visual program

Saint Peter Church – Lindsay 
– Equipment and chairs for class-
room

Saint Philip Neri Church – Mid-
west City – Continue Bible replace-
ments in classrooms

Saint Teresa of Avila Church – 
Harrah – Tables, chairs and copier

Saint Thomas More Church – 
Norman – Classroom Bibles for 
new building

Good Shepherd Church – Boise 
City – Steubenville Youth Confer-
ence

Good Shepherd Church – Mar-
ietta – RCYC NET catechist re-
sources

Holy Angels Church – OKC – 
Steubenville Youth Conference

Holy Family Church – Lawton – 
RCYC and March for Life

Holy Spirit Church – Mustang – 
Region 10 RCYC

Sacred Heart Church – Alva – 
Steubenville Youth Conference

Saint Eugene Church – Weath-
erford – Music technology and 
RCYC 

Saint Francis Xavier Church 
– Sulphur – Steubenville Youth 
Conference

Saint Joseph Church – Ada – 
Steubenville Youth Conference

Saint Joseph Church – Black-

well – Steubenville Youth Confer-
ence

Saint Joseph Church – Norman – 
Catholic Heart Youth Camp Mis-
sion Trip

Saint Joseph Church – Tonkawa 
– Steubenville Youth Conference

Saint Mary Church – Guthrie – 
Steubenville Youth Conference

Saint Mary Church – Ponca City 
– Steubenville Youth Conference

All Saints School – Norman – 
“Seeing God in the Small Things” 
program

Bishop McGuinness High School 
– OKC – The Bits & Bytes of Com-
puter Construction program

Good Shepherd School – OKC – 
Computers/technology

Mount Saint Mary High School – 
OKC – Robotic Design and Con-
struction program

Sacred Heart School – El Reno – 
English Language Learning pro-
gram

Sacred Heart School – OKC – 2 
Mimios

Saint Charles Borromeo School – 
OKC – Simple Machines unit

Saint Eugene School – OKC – 
iPads for the classroom

Saint James the Greater School 
– OKC – Student Hand Chime 
project

Saint Mary School – Guthrie – 
New Bibles for the school

Saint Mary School – Ponca City – 
Bibles in the classroom

Saints Peter & Paul School – 
Kingfi sher – Jr. High Robotics 
program 

Sooner Catholic8 November 30, 2014 Catholic Foundation Sooner Catholic November 30, 2014  9Catholic Foundation

Catholic Foundation announces 2014 Educational Grants

CFO Board President Karen Rieger, left, 2013 grant recipient Julian Neris, 
youth director, St. Joseph, Norman, and St. Joseph pastor Fr. Scott Boeckman. 
Photo provided.

Archbishop Coakley visits with the Pre-K 3 class at St. John Nepomuk School 
in Yukon. Photo provided.
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“Catholic Churches Big and Small” introduction for children 

The beauty of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, 
the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., or 
a simple country church attract those who en-
ter, introducing them to the grandeur of God. 
Stefan Salinas’s book, “Catholic Churches Big 
and Small” (Camelopardalis, $15.29), introduc-
es even the youngest child to the varied beauty 
of Catholic parishes with illustrations that will 
delight the oldest reader. 

Two children and their father are taken on a 
tour by a nun, where they see both very tra-
ditional churches with elaborate décor and 
modern, minimalist churches. 

Through the diversity of the churches they 
encounter, they are taught, along with the 
reader, about the common elements of all 
churches. In straightforward language, the 
basic fl oor plan of a church and its furnishings 
are shown, from the rose windows, baptistery 
and bell towers, to the holy water font, paschal 
candle and tabernacle. 

Salinas’s lovely illustrations capture both the 
immense beauty of the whole and the charming 
details. Features such as chandeliers, Stations 

of the Cross and the ambry are emphasized; 
these details may prompt the older child to 
question the purpose of each object and to lo-
cate the objects in his own parish church.

Images and sculptures of holy men and wom-
en, unique to particular churches, also are dis-

played. Salinas recreates tile mosaics, banners 
and tapestries of biblical and historical scenes. 
These images include a sculpture of Jesus car-
rying loaves and fi shes, a statue of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe and a stained glass window of the 
wedding at Cana. 

Each drawing is from the Diocese of San 
Francisco, which consists of an array of 
churches — big and small, Gothic and mis-
sionary, traditional and modern. Through the 
variety and range of the churches Salinas pres-
ents, the variation within the church is dis-
played; the common elements in all churches 
point to the universality of the faith. Through 
the illustrations, the child encounters both the 
diversity and unity of the Catholic Church.  

The nearly 50 pages may intimidate some 
parents, but the pictures will prove captivating 
for a 3-year-old. The precise, plain language 
makes the simple story accessible to the young 
child, while allowing for the illustrations to 
remain central. The unique introduction to 
churches is highly recommended for elementa-
ry-age children.

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

By Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick
For the Sooner Catholic

Book Review: Prepare to be amazed

“Nothing Short of a Miracle: 
God’s Healing Power in Modern 
Saints” by Patricia Treece is a book 
that is sure to enliven anyone’s 
faith.

All the miracles that Treece 
describes have taken place in this 
century, thus dispelling the notion 
that miracles don’t really happen, 
or at least they don’t really happen 
anymore. In fact, in her introduc-
tion, Treece addresses her readers 
directly and says that “the mira-
cles that make up the bulk of this 
book probably took place in your 
lifetime.”

Treece details for us Sister Marie 
Simon-Pierre’s healing from Par-
kinson’s disease that was Saint 
John Paul II’s beatifi cation mir-
acle. More than this, Treece tells 
us, the postulator in charge of 
John Paul’s canonization process 
reported as many as 80 to 100 
letters and e-mails a day, from all 
over the world, claiming miracles 
through the pope’s intercession.

Treece provides us with the 
story of each miracle set against 
a background of the saint’s life. 
We learn about how Karol Wojtyla 
(Pope John Paul II) endured the 
loss of his immediate family at a 
young age and how he lived under 

both Nazi and Communist rule in 
his home country of Poland years 
before becoming pope. We also are 
told that he had the gift of healing 
even in his lifetime.

Stories in the book are interwo-
ven with important information 
about the Church’s teaching on 
the role of the saints and their 
power of intercession. Treece 
makes it clear that healing is from 
God, and she points out that many 
saints who were able to heal in 

their lifetime refused to take credit 
in any way for the miracles that 
took place. Brother Andre Besette 
attributed the blessings received 
to Saint Joseph, at whose shrine 
in Montreal he was assigned and 
worked as a Holy Cross brother.

“The Lord works miracles. Saint 
Joseph’s prayers obtain them,” he 
insisted.

Treece explains the Church’s 
impossibly strict criterion for 
establishing cures as miraculous. 
The disease or condition must be 
seemingly beyond hope. It cannot 
have been accomplished medically. 
The cure must be instantaneous, 
complete and permanent. Only 
when all the criterion are met can 
the miracle be used to make an 
individual eligible for beatifi cation 
or canonization. Thus, this is not 
simply a book of miracles, it is a 
book about miracles and how they 
relate to the canonization process.

Doctrinal explanations notwith-
standing, what makes this book so 
hard to put down are the amazing 
stories of the actual miracles. The 
book begins dramatically with the 
story of a baby whose very eyes 
were destroyed when a 50 per-
cent solution of silver-nitrate was 
applied at his birth instead of a 1 
percent solution. The sisters at the 
hospital were members of an order 

founded by Mother Frances Cabri-
ni. The nuns kept an all-night 
prayer vigil in the chapel asking 
for Mother Cabrini’s intercession, 
and in the morning, doctors exam-
ined the baby and found that he 
had two perfect eyes.

Here too are the stories of Padre 
Pio, the well-known stigmatist, 
and John Nepomucene Neumann, 
the Czech native who became the 
fourth Bishop of Philadelphia. 
An especially interesting chapter 
introduces us to Fulton J. Sheen 
and is titled “The Saint Who Won 
an Emmy.” While Bishop Sheen 
did in fact win an Emmy for his 
television programs, he has yet to 
be formally named a saint by the 
Church.

“Nothing Short of a Miracle” 
makes miracles come alive, makes 
these saints seem real. Most 
importantly, it will shore up or 
revitalize any reader’s belief in mir-
acles, God’s direct intrusion into 
our otherwise earthly existence. As 
a faith sustaining, faith enhancing 
work, this highly readable book is 
highly recommended.

This selection is available for 
check-out at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center Library. Visit archokc.org/
library or call Rose Mary Story at 
(405) 721-1710.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Catholic News Service movie ratings
“Interstellar” (Paramount) 

Ambitious but fl awed drama in 
which a crew of astronauts (led 
by Matthew McConaughey) uses 
a wormhole to speed their travel 
to a selection of distant planets 
they hope might offer refuge to the 
whole human race, which is facing 
worldwide starvation back on a 
dystopian, dustbowl-plagued ver-
sion of Earth. The bond between 
McConaughey’s character and his 
daughter (Mackenzie Foy in youth, 
Jessica Chastain as an adult) is 

tested by his long absence, while 
that uniting the professor (Michael 
Caine) supervising the program 
to his daughter (Anne Hathaway), 
the mission’s science offi cer, is 
subject to other strains. Director 
and co-writer Christopher Nolan’s 
sprawling space epic is visually 
dazzling. His fi lm also has most 
of its values in good order as it 
weighs familial ties against the 
sacrifi ces necessary to advance 
the common welfare. A subplot 
involving frozen embryos calls for 

moral discernment. Ethical issues, 
some bloodless violence, a handful 
of profanities, occasional crude 
and crass language. The Motion 
Picture Association of America 
rating is PG-13 — parents strongly 
cautioned.

“Birdman or (The Unexpected 
Value of Ignorance)”
(Fox Searchlight)

Michael Keaton stars as a former 
comic-book fi lm superhero now 
struggling to redefi ne himself as a 

serious Broadway actor. Though 
undermined by a rival (Edward 
Norton), he receives the support 
of his current girlfriend (Andrea 
Riseborough), his ex-wife (Amy 
Ryan) and his producer (Zach 
Galifi anakis). Fleeting rear nudity, 
much sexual humor, including a 
crude sight gag, a same-sex kiss, 
frequent profanity, pervasive crude 
and crass language. The Motion 
Picture Association of America 
rating is R — restricted.
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Father John Paul Vrana’s life celebrated
Father John Paul Vrana’s 

life and service were celebrated 
Wednesday, Nov. 19, at a Mass of 
Christian Burial at The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. The 
Most Reverend Paul S. Coakley, 
Archbishop of Oklahoma City, 
presided. 

Father Vrana died Friday morn-
ing, Nov. 14, at St. Ann’s Nursing 
Home in Oklahoma City. Inter-
ment was at St. Teresa’s Cemetery, 
Harrah.

Father Vrana was born on May 
14, 1930, in Oklahoma City, 
the youngest of four children 
of Charles G. and Helen Nickel 
Vrana. He attended grade school 
at Saint Joseph School and Sa-

cred Heart School, Oklahoma 
City; Saint Gregory’s High School, 
Shawnee; Saint Louis Preparatory 
Seminary; Mount Saint Mary’s of 
the West College Seminary, Nor-
wood, Ohio; and The American 
College in Louvain, Belgium, where 
he was ordained on July 1, 1956.

Father Vrana also earned a mas-
ter of arts degree at Columbia Uni-
versity in New York City in 1961.

Many will remember Father 
Vrana as a tireless advocate for 
justice. Many were supported, 
motivated and challenged by Fa-
ther Vrana in their efforts to bring 
about justice and peace for all 
persons.

Archbishop Coakley celebrates the Mass of Christian Burial for Fr. John Vrana. 
Photo Cara Koenig.

Choir members sought for 20th anniversary of Murrah bombing
The Oklahoma Alliance for Liturgy and the 

Arts, in conjunction with the Kemp Concert 
Series at First Presbyterian Church, is seeking 
168 choristers to form a choir that will pres-
ent a concert on the evening of April 19, 2015, 
in recognition of the 20th anniversary of the 
bombing of the Murrah Federal Building.

 The title of the event is “We Rise to Bless You 
Still: Oklahoma City Remembers April 19, 1995 
– a Musical Journey from Grief to Triumph.”

The choir will be directed by international-
ly renowned conductor Dr. Anton Armstrong, 
director of choral studies at St. Olaf’s College in 
Minnesota. Armstrong led a similar service in 
New York in commemoration of the 10th anni-
versary of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Churches are invited to send up to eight 

singers for the choir. The fi rst 22 women and 
the fi rst 20 men in each section (SSAATTBB) 
will be accepted until the chorus of 168 singers 
in eight sections has been fi lled. Choir directors 
are encouraged to sing in the chorus.

The Oklahoma Alliance for Liturgy and the 
Arts is a Christian nonprofi t interdenomina-
tional organization, enhancing communal wor-
ship by promoting the visual and performing 
arts in Oklahoma churches. The Kemp Concert 
Series is named in honor of John and Helen 
Kemp, icons in the world of church music, 
who served Oklahoma City’s First Presbyterian 
Church for more than 20 years.

For more information, contact Nancy Krause 
at (405) 615-9103 or go online to www.liturg-
yandarts.org.

St. Gregory’s partners with Oklahoma 
Aviation to offer pilot certifi cation

Shawnee – St. Gregory’s Univer-
sity signed a new agreement with 
Oklahoma Aviation, solidifying the 
pilot training option for the univer-
sity’s new aviation program.

 Under the updated contract, St. 
Gregory’s and Oklahoma Aviation 
will partner to offer a bachelor’s 
degree in aviation management 
that includes an option to train 
and receive a professional pilot 
license. 

“Aviation is a growing industry 
in Oklahoma, and this program 
will allow our 
students to capi-
talize on a market 
that provides so 
many opportu-
nities within our 
state,” said D. 
Gregory Main, 
president of St. Gregory’s. “Having 
the commercial pilot option avail-
able allows our students to receive 
good, quality training in something 
that we at the university couldn’t 
do ourselves.”

Sho Kassam with Oklahoma 
Aviation added that the timing was 
great for the partnership between 
the two entities, and that it is truly 
unique. 

“I don’t think there is anything 
like this partnership that exists 
in the state,” Kassam said. “And 
we’re going to make tremendous 
strides together.”

According to David Brockway, 

chairman of the aviation pro-
gram at St. Gregory’s, the avia-
tion industry is currently facing a 
shortfall of both pilots and aircraft 
maintenance technicians.

“This innovative partnership 
between our university and the 
aviation industry is good for Okla-
homa’s economic development,” 
Brockway said. “Not only will this 
benefi t both parties, but it also will 
lead to future employment oppor-
tunities in a growing industry for 
our aviation graduates.”

Students grad-
uating from the 
aviation manage-
ment program will 
have specialized 
knowledge of the 
industry and a 
strong foundation 

in corporate operations. Graduates 
are prepared to pursue a variety of 
administrative and management 
positions within the aerospace 
industry such as airlines, airports, 
aircraft maintenance providers, 
manufacturers and aviation-relat-
ed businesses.

The fl ight training portion is 
set to begin in January and will 
take place at Oklahoma Aviation’s 
facilities at Wiley Post Airport in 
Bethany. 

For more information about the 
program, contact Brockway at 
(405) 878-5600 or e-mail dabrock-
way@stgregorys.edu.

Ancient tradition and modern worship 
make for a night of witness

On Nov. 11, Catholic songwrit-
er, artist and author Tori Harris 
was live and in concert in the 
Rockwood Center at St. Grego-
ry’s University. The concert was 
a night of prayer, traditional and 
modern worship and pro-life 
witness.  

Tori Harris is part of a wave of 
vibrant young Catholics who are 
committed to communicating 
the richness of the Catholic faith 
to a new generation of the faith-
ful. Tori inspires the students 
and community of St. Gregory’s 
University to be active members 
of the faith by going out and liv-
ing the truth of the faith in their 
daily lives on and off campus.

Tori Harris has performed for 
crowds of thousands, gracing 
the main stage of major Chris-
tian music festivals like Lifest 
and playing everywhere from 
LifeTeen camps to concerts 
in India. Tori’s latest album, 
“Sweet Dolor,” debuted at No. 2 
on iTunes Christian & Gospel 
charts.

 Many students following the 
concert commented on how they 
left in a prayerful mindset and 
with a sense of fortitude to be 
proud of our faith.

“Her voice was beautiful 
and made me excited for more 

concerts to come on campus,” 
said Sarah Morris, St. Gregory’s 
University senior and cantor for 
Student Mass.

Music adds another means 
of expressing the faith in a way 
that is accessible to the minds 
and hearts of youth and young 
adults.

This performance by Tori Har-
ris is the fi rst of many concerts 
of authentic worship to be host-
ed by St. Gregory’s University. 

For more information on 
upcoming concerts at St. Greg-
ory’s, contact Father Simeon 
Spitz, O.S.B., at frsimeon@
stgregorys.edu. Also, be sure 
to “Like” St. Gregory’s FIDE on 
Facebook, follow us on Twitter @
StGregorysFIDE and on Insta-
gram @STGREGORYSFIDE.

Annamarie Duty is a junior 
theology, philosophy, and history 
student at St. Gregory’s Univer-
sity and freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Annamarie Duty

Tori Harris
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

En la sencilla belleza de su liturgia Adviento 
es una de las temporadas más ricas del año. 
Las oraciones y lecturas de la Misa, así como 
los himnos y antífonas de la Liturgia de las 
Horas nos invitan a una refl exión tranquila que 
aumenta nuestro sentido de añoranza, mien-
tras nos preparamos para recibir al Rey que 
viene a salvarnos.

Adviento es también una temporada con 
rituales y tradiciones memorables para el 
hogar. Encender cada vela de la Corona de 
Adviento puede ser la ocasión para reunir 
familia o amigos para un momento de oración. 
La anticipación y alegría del niño al abrir cada 
día otra puerta o ventana de un Calendario de 
Adviento nos recuerda por qué el Reino de los 
Cielos pertenece a los que se hacen como niños 
pequeños.

Precisamente porque el tiempo de Advien-
to se caracteriza por la espera tranquila y la 
preparación sin prisas es que se pierde fácil-
mente en el ruido y frenesí de la “temporada de 
vacaciones” comercial. “Viernes Negro” se ha 
convertido en “¡Jueves Negro!” Ni siquiera es-
peramos recoger bien los platos de la Acción de 
Gracias antes de comenzar el frenesí de com-
pras. Las presiones de comprar baratillos y ese 
regalo perfecto, rondas de fi estas, decoraciones 
y viajes crean un nivel de estrés y ajetreo que 
es cualquier cosa menos oportunidad para la 
refl exión. No es de extrañar que tantas perso-
nas experimentan sólo agotamiento o decep-
ción cuando fi nalmente llega la Navidad.

Es un síntoma lamentable y revelador que 

tantos árboles de Navidad ya están despojados 
y ensuciando la acera y los vertederos en el día 
después de Navidad. ¿Fue sólo para los rega-
los? La “temporada de compras” puede haber 
terminado, pero la verdadera fi esta de la Navi-
dad acaba de empezar. Como católicos celebra-
mos la octava de la Navidad, el 1 de enero al 
honrar a la Madre de Dios y la época Navideña 
llegará a su clímax con la fi esta de la Epifanía. 
La verdadera época de Navidad ha sido com-
pletamente eliminada de nuestra cultura al 
igual que el Adviento ha sido reemplazado por 
un sustituto comercial. ¿Qué podemos hacer? 
Podemos dejar que el Adviento sea Adviento. Y 
que la Navidad sea Navidad.

Con el fi n de celebrar bien una gran fi esta 
como la Navidad necesitamos las semanas de 
Adviento para prepararnos adecuadamente. 
Necesitamos las semanas de Adviento para 
refl exionar y recordar las promesas antiguas 
de Dios y experimentar la nostalgia de aquellos 
patriarcas y profetas que todavía encuentra su 
eco en nuestros corazones hoy. Es el anhelo 
que clama: “¡Maranatha! Ven, Señor Jesús!” Es 
el anhelo de nuestro corazón para el regalo de 
la salvación.

La palabra Adviento signifi ca “venida”. Du-
rante el Adviento nos preparamos para celebrar 
la venida del Señor en la historia de cuando 
él nació como un niño en Belén. También nos 
preparamos para su venida en gloria en el cual 
juzgará a las naciones y entregará el Reino a 
su Padre celestial. Pero también está la oculta 
venida del Señor cada día en el misterio de su 

gracia.
La Navidad no 

es sólo un recu-
erdo nostálgico 
de un evento que 
ocurrió en un 
lugar lejano hace 
mucho tiempo. 
Tampoco nos 
preparamos para 
el nacimiento de 
Cristo fi ngiendo 
que todavía no ha nacido. Al recordar y medi-
tar los misterios que nos llevan al nacimiento 
de Jesús, ¡el Espíritu abre nuestros corazones 
para experimentar su venida como algo nue-
vo para nosotros! ¡Jesucristo nació para traer 
la salvación a nuestro propio mundo, y para 
llevar alegría y esperanza a nuestros corazones 
hoy! Se trata de renovar un mundo envejecido 
por el pecado y para hacer nuevas todas las co-
sas. La gracia de Adviento nos invita a disfru-
tar su venida con nuevos corazones, como si, 
tal vez, fuera por primera vez. El Señor viene a 
nosotros de esta manera oculta a través de su 
Santa Palabra. Él viene sobre todo a través de 
la celebración de los sacramentos por la que 
nos comunica el don de la salvación a cada 
uno de nosotros.

Adviento nos recuerda que hay mucho más 
en juego aquí que el tener y gastar. Hay ver-
dadera razón para regocijarse. Dios está con 
nosotros. ¡Hoy!

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Tome tiempo para celebrar el Adviento

Subcomité de la USCCB 
aprueba más de $9.2 millones 
en subvenciones a la Iglesia 

en América Latina y el Caribe
WASHINGTON — En su reunión 

del 8 de noviembre, el Subcomité 
Para la Iglesia en América Lati-
na de la Conferencia de Obispos 
Católicos de Estados Unidos 
(USCCB por sus siglas en inglés) 
aprobó el fi nanciamiento de 197 
proyectos, por un total de más de 
$3.2 millones. Los fondos serán 
desembolsados en forma de sub-
venciones para apoyar la labor 
pastoral de la Iglesia en las re-
giones del Caribe y América Lati-
na.

 “Esta colecta ayuda a las comu-
nidades católicas en la región de 
América Latina y del Caribe que 
están luchando contra la pobreza, 
a veces contra la violencia y les fal-
tan recursos”, dijo monseñor Eu-
sebio Elizondo, obispo auxiliar de 
Seattle y presidente del Subcomité. 
“Todos los miembros del Subcomi-
té viajan a los diferentes países 
para así visitar los proyectos que 
hemos fi nanciado y hablan con la 
gente y los obispos locales. Vemos 
de primera mano la diferencia que 
estas subvenciones hacen y cómo 
la Iglesia es apoyada con la soli-
daridad de los católicos aquí en los 
Estados Unidos,” expresó el obis-
po. “También estamos apoyando el 
desarrollo de la co-responsabilidad 
y recaudación de fondos en toda 
la región”, continuó, refi riéndose a 
una subvención que servirá para 

apoyar tanto el desarrollo como la 
profundización del entendimiento 
de la co-responsabilidad católica 
entre los líderes de la Iglesia en la 
región.

 En esta última reunión, el Sub-
comité aprobó proyectos enfocados 
en la formación de líderes laicos, 
catequistas, seminaristas, reli-
giosos y religiosas. El subcomité 
también aprobó varios proyectos 
que responden a la llamada a la 
nueva evangelización y el fortalec-
imiento de la catequesis familiar. 
De interés especial son las sub-
venciones otorgadas con el fi n de 
ayudar a los fi eles que partici-
parán en el Encuentro Mundial de 
las Familias que tendrá lugar en 
Filadelfi a el año próximo.

 En Brasil, una subvención de 
$30,000 dólares ayudará a la red 
de Centros de Apoyo a la Mujer. 
Estos centros contactan por teléfo-
no y a través del internet a mu-
jeres que enfrentan un embarazo 
inesperado para ofrecerles apoyo 
e información. El Centro asegura 
que se han salvado 177,000 vidas 
por medio de estos servicios.

Se puede encontrar más infor-
mación sobre la Colecta y una lista 
completa de los proyectos aproba-
dos siguiendo el enlace: www.
usccb.org/catholic-giving/oppor-
tunities-for-giving/latin-america/.

En breve
Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe

(más eventos e información disponible en la página 7)

San Carlos Borromeo, OKC

El 12 de diciembre, celebración de Nuestra Señora de Guada-
lupe incluye 5 a.m. Mañanitas, y fi esta a las 9 p.m.

Santa Mónica, Edmond

La Iglesia de Santa Mónica, 2001 N Western Ave., Edmond  
73012 invita a nuestros hermanos y hermanas a celebrar con 
nosotros la Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe el viernes, 12 
de diciembre. 

La serenata a Nuestra Madre Santísima (“Las Mañanitas”)  se 
llevará a cabo a las 5 a.m. en el atrio de la iglesia, continuando 
con el desayuno en el salón parroquial.

Celebraremos la Santa Misa a las 6 p.m. en la iglesia, seguida 
por la procesión y convivio en el salón parroquial. Gozaremos de 
la música de mariachis durante la misa y la cena. 

Por favor, traiga su plato favorito para compartir con 10 per-
sonas más. Si tiene alguna pregunta, contacte a Carmen Snow, 
(405) 359-2700.

Parroquia de la Asunción, Duncan

Todos están invitados a la celebración anual de la Virgen de 
Guadalupe. El jueves, 11 de diciembre hay una procesión a las 10 
p.m., los Matachines a las 11, la misa a medianoche y el desayu-
no después de la Misa. En el viernes, 12 de diciembre hay rosario 
a las 4:30 p.m. seguida por más eventos.

San José, Norman

Misa de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe con el arzobispo Coakley 
el 12 de diciembre a las 7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

San Pedro, Woodward

El 12 de diciembre, una danza y la aparición a las 7:45 p.m.
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Selecciones de la homilía de San Juan Pablo II
Ofrecida en el Santuario de la Virgen de Guadalupe el 27 de enero de 1979

¡Salve, Madre de Dios! 
Tu Hijo Jesucristo es nuestro 

Redentor y Señor. Es nuestro Mae-
stro. Todos nosotros aquí reuni-
dos somos sus discípulos. Somos 
los sucesores de los Apóstoles, de 
aquellos a quienes el Señor dijo: 
“Id, pues, enseñad a todas les gen-
tes, bautizándolas en el nombre 
del Padre y del Hijo y del Espíritu 
Santo, enseñándoles a observar 
todo cuanto yo os he mandado. 
Yo estaré con vosotros hasta la 
consumación del mundo” (Mt 28, 
19-20).  

Congregados aquí el Sucesor 
de Pedro y los sucesores de los 
Apóstoles, nos damos cuenta de 
cómo esas palabras se han cump-
lido, de manera admirable, en esta 
tierra. 

En efecto, desde que en 1492 
comienza la gesta evangelizadora 
en el Nuevo Mundo, apenas una 
veintena de años después llega 
la fe a México. Poco más tarde se 
crea la primera sede arzobispal 
regida por Juan de Zumárraga, a 
quien secundarán otras grandes 
fi guras de evangelizadores, que 
extenderán el cristianismo en muy 
amplias zonas. 

Otras epopeyas religiosas no 
menos gloriosas escribirán en el 
hemisferio sus hombres como 
Santo Toribio de Mogrovejo y otros 
muchos que merecerían ser cita-
dos en larga lista. Los caminos de 
la fe van alargándose sin cesar, y 
a fi nales del primer siglo de evan-
gelización les sedes episcopales en 
el nuevo Continente son más de 
70 con unos cuatro millones de 
cristianos. Una empresa singular 
que continuará por largo tiempo, 
hasta abarcar hoy en día, tras cin-
co siglos de evangelización, casi la 
mitad de la entera Iglesia católica, 
arraigada en la cultura del pueblo 
latino-americano y formando parte 
de su identidad propia. 

Y a medida que sobre estas 
tierras se realizaba el mandato de 
Cristo, a medida que con la gracia 
del bautismo se multiplicaban por 
doquier los hijos de la adopción 
divina, aparece también la Madre. 
En efecto, a Ti, María, el Hijo de 
Dios y a la vez Hijo Tuyo, desde lo 
alto de la cruz indicó a un hombre 
y dijo “He ahí a tu hijo” (Jn 19, 
26), y en aquel hombre te ha confi -
ado a cada hombre, te ha confi ado 
a todos. Y Tú que en el momento 
de la Anunciación, en estas sen-
cillas palabras: “He aquí la sierva 
del Señor; hágase en mí según 
tu palabra” (Lc1, 38), has con-
centrado todo el programa de tu 
vida, abrazas a todos, te acercas a 
todos, buscas maternalmente a to-
dos. De esta manera se cumple lo 
que el último Concilio ha declara-
do acerca de tu presencia en el 
misterio de Cristo y de la Iglesia. 
Perseveras de manera admirable 
en el misterio de Cristo, tu Hijo 
unigénito, porque estás siempre 
dondequiera están los hombres 
sus hermanos, dondequiera está la 
Iglesia. 

De hecho los primeros mis-
ioneros llegados a América, pro-
venientes de tierras de eminente 
tradición mariana, junto con los 
rudimentos de la fe cristiana van 
enseñando el amor a Ti, Madre 
de Jesús y de todos los hombres. 
Y desde que el indio Juan Diego 
hablara de la dulce Señora del 
Tepeyac, Tú, Madre de Guada-
lupe, entras de modo determinante 
en la vida cristiana del pueblo 
de México. No menor ha sido tu 
presencia en otras partes, donde 
tus hijos te invocan con tiernos 
nombres, como Nuestra Señora 
de la Altagracia, de la Aparecida, 
de Luján y tantos otros no menos 
entrañables, para no hacer una 
lista interminable, con los que en 
cada nación y aun en cada zona 
los pueblos latinoamericanos te 
expresan su devoción más profun-
da y Tú les proteges en su peregri-
nar de fe. 

¡Salve, Madre de México! ¡Madre 
de América Latina! 

¡Oh Madre! Ayúdanos a ser fi eles 
dispensadores de los grandes 
misterios de Dios. Ayúdanos a 
enseñar la verdad que tu Hijo ha 
anunciado y a extender el amor, 
que es el principal mandamiento y 
el primer fruto del Espíritu Santo. 
Ayúdanos a confi rmar a nuestros 
hermanos en la fe, ayúdanos a 
despertar la esperanza en la vida 
eterna. Ayúdanos a guardar los 
grandes tesoros encerrados en las 
almas del Pueblo de Dios que nos 
ha sido encomendado. 

Te ofrecemos todo este Pueblo 
de Dios. Te ofrecemos la Iglesia de 
México y de todo el Continente. 
Te la ofrecemos como propiedad 
Tuya. Tú que has entrado tan ad-
entro en los corazones de los fi eles 
a través de la señal de Tu presen-
cia, que es Tu imagen en el Santu-
ario de Guadalupe, vive como en 
Tu casa en estos corazones, tam-
bién en el futuro. Sé uno de casa 
en nuestras familias, en nuestras 
parroquias, misiones, diócesis y en 
todos los pueblos. 

Y hazlo por medio de la Iglesia 
Santa, la cual, imitándote a Ti, 
Madre, desea ser a su vez una 
buena madre, cuidar a las almas 
en todas sus necesidades, enun-

ciando el Evangelio, administrando 
los sacramentos, salvaguardando 
la vida de las familias mediante el 
sacramento del matrimonio, reu-
niendo a todos en la comunidad 
eucarística por medio del santo 
sacramento del altar, acompañán-
dolos amorosamente desde la cuna 
hasta la entrada en la eternidad. 

¡Oh Madre! Despierta en las 
jóvenes generaciones la disponib-
ilidad al exclusivo servicio a Dios. 
Implora para nosotros abundantes 
vocaciones locales al sacerdocio y 
a la vida consagrada. 

¡Oh Madre! Corrobora la fe de to-
dos nuestros hermanos y herman-

as laicos, para que en cada campo 
de la vida social, profesional, cul-
tura! y política, actúen de acuerdo 
con la verdad y la ley que tu Hijo 
ha traído a la humanidad, para 
conducir a todos a la salvación 
eterna y, al mismo tiempo, para 
hacer la vida sobre la tierra más 
humana, más digna del hombre. 

La Iglesia que desarrolla su labor 
entre las naciones americanas, 
la Iglesia en México, quiere servir 
con todas sus fuerzas esta causa 
sublime con un renovado espíritu 
misionero. ¡Oh Madre! haz que 
sepamos servirla en la verdad y 
en la justicia. Haz que nosotros 

mismos sigamos este camino y 
conduzcamos a los demás, sin 
desviarnos jamás por senderos tor-
tuosos, arrastrando a los otros. 

Te ofrecemos y confi amos todos 
aquellos y todo aquello que es 
objeto de nuestra responsabilidad 
pastoral, confi ando que Tú estarás 
con nosotros, y nos ayudarás 
a realizar lo que tu Hijo nos ha 
mandado (cf. Jn 2,5). Te traemos 
esta confi anza ilimitada y con ella, 
yo, Juan Pablo II, con todos mis 
hermanos en el Episcopado de 
México y de América Latina, quere-
mos vincularte de modo todavía 
más fuerte a nuestro ministerio, 
a la Iglesia y a la vida de nuestras 
naciones. Deseamos poner en tus 
manos nuestro entero porvenir, el 
porvenir de la evangelización de 
América Latina. 

¡Reina de los Apóstoles! Acep-
ta nuestra prontitud a servir sin 
reserva la causa de tu Hijo, la 
causa del Evangelio y la causa de 
la paz, basada sobre la justicia y el 
amor entre los hombres y entre los 
pueblos. 

¡Reina de la Paz! Salva a las 
naciones y a los pueblos de todo el 
continente, que tanto confían en 
Ti, de las guerras, del odio y de la 
subversión. 

Haz que todos, gobernantes y 
súbditos, aprendan a vivir en paz, 

se eduquen para la paz, hagan 
cuanto exige la justicia y el respeto 
de los derechos de todo hombre, 
para que se consolide la paz. 

Acepta esta nuestra confi ada 
entrega, oh sierva del Señor. Que 
tu materna! presencia en el mis-
terio de Cristo y de la Iglesia se 
convierta en fuente de alegría y 
de libertad para cada uno y para 
todos; fuente de aquella libertad 
por medio de la cual “Cristo nos 
ha liberado” (Ga 5, 1), y fi nalmente 
fuente de aquella paz que el mun-
do no puede dar, sino que sólo la 
da El, Cristo (cf. Jn 14, 27).

Foto de CNS/Mike Crupi, Catholic Courier.

Papa Juan Pablo II saluda a la gente de la Ciudad de México en enero de 1979. 
Foto de CNS.
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RADIOTHON REPORT: We 
had a very good response to the 
November Radiothon! We had 
81 donors call in a pledge and 
our totals equaled approximate-
ly $337.00 per donor for a year.  

Special thanks to Archbishop 
Coakley, Archbishop Emeri-
tus Beltran, Bishop Slattery 
and all of the wonderful lo-
cal priests that shared their 
time with all of us on the air. 
And “thank you” to our phone 
volunteers: Sally Crowe Nash, 
Helen Hames, Donna Rynda, 
Tony Wangler, Maria Ruiz and 
Fred Pope. Your dedication and 
support made it all possible.  

Thank you to all of our busi-
ness supporters that donated 
the prizes!

MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAY  
Upcoming interviews: 
Dec. 2 - Sally Reisenberg, 

Oklahoma County Jail Ministry;
Dec. 9 - Tori Harris, singer, 

composer, worship leader
Upcoming: Father Joseph 

Jacobi, pastor, Holy Spirit Par-
ish, Mustang; John Otto, Prison 
Dog Training Ministry; Fr. Price 
Oswalt, shrine director, Infant 
Jesus of Prague.

If you know someone that has 
an inspirational story to tell, 
e-mail Deacon Larry Sousa at 
lsousa@cox.net.

BROKEN ARROW LPFM IS 
ON THE AIR!!  KPIM 102.9 FM 
went live at 4 a.m. Nov. 14!  

BUMPER STICKERS and 
BOOKMARKS!! If you would 
like to receive one, e-mail Mar-
lene Stapp at mstapp4@gmail.
com.  

BUSINESS OWNERS: Are you 
interested in being recognized 
in one of our Sponsor Recog-
nition spots, call Sally Crowe 
Nash at (405) 441-3798 or 
e-mail sallycrowenash@gmail.
com.

PRAY for all those involved in 
the prison ministry in Oklaho-
ma. We have had an increase in 
the number of prisoners inter-
ested in learning more about 
the Catholic faith through Cath-
olic radio!

“SOUNDS OF SUNDAY” for 
Advent Sunday Mornings from 
8 a.m. to 11 a.m. will feature 
local parish musical presenta-
tions from:

•St. John the Baptist, Ed-
mond

•St. Eugene, OKC
•Epiphany of the Lord, OKC
•St. Paul, Del City
•St. John Nepomuk, Yukon
•St. Mark The Evangelist, 

Norman
•St. James the Greater, OKC

DONATIONS can be made 
online at www.okcatholicbroad-
casting.com by clicking on the 
Donate link, by credit card by 
calling Marlene at (405) 255-
7348 or e-mailing mstapp4@
gmail.com.

JUST A REMINDER:  The 
end of the year is approaching. 
If you want to make an annual 
EOY donation, your gift must be 
postmarked or received no later 
than Dec. 31.  Mail your gift to 
OCB, P.O. Box 1612, Norman, 
OK 73070.

Are you listening? By Marlene Stapp

Briefs
Are you suffering following an 
abortion?

Are you suffering following an 
abortion or know someone who is? 
You are not alone. Experience the 
healing love of Jesus Christ at a 
Rachel’s Vineyard weekend re-
treat Dec. 5-7. The retreat offers a 
profound opportunity, with a team 
of trained companions, therapists 
and clergy, to experience God’s 
love, forgiveness and compassion. 
Participation is strictly confi den-
tial. The retreat is sponsored by 
the archdiocesan Offi ce of Family 
Life. For more information, call 
(405) 623-3844 or e-mail rachels-
vineyardokc@gmail.com. The cost 
is $75 for meals, a private room 
and all retreat materials. Payment 

plans and fi nancial assistance are 
available.

For a description of the retreat 
and a complete list of other retreat 
dates and locations, call (877) 
HOPE 4 ME (467-3463) or visit 
the international website at www.
rachelsvineyard.org.

Young adults ice skating
Young Adults (single or married 
ages 21-35) will go ice skating in 
Edmond at Mitch Park (NW Ed-
mond on Covell between Kelly and 
Santa Fe) on Saturday, Dec. 6, 
beginning at 7 p.m. Bring a pair 
of skates or rentals are available. 
Bring the kids! Come enjoy the 
holiday season with hot chocolate 
and concessions!

Stroke is not “your grandpar-
ents’ disease”

Do you think you are too young 
to have a stroke? Think again. 
Stroke is the fi fth leading cause of 
death in Oklahoma and the fourth 
highest stroke death rate in the 
United States.

Mary K. Pinzon, RN, CPE, certi-
fi ed stroke education nurse, will 
present “Too Young to Stroke? 
Think Again. Think FAST!” on 
Sunday, Jan. 4, from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m. at St. John the Baptist Cath-
olic Church, Edmond.

Nursery will be provided upon 
request.

For more information, contact 
Marilyn Seiler, RN, (405) 340-0691 
Ext. 197.

Fr. Goins to lead Irish pilgrimage
Fr. Jim Goins, St. Thomas More, 

Norman, will lead a pilgrimage 
to Ireland July 6-17, 2015. The 
trip is $4,099 per person, includ-
ing airfare from OKC, four-star 
hotels, most meals and more. 
Sites include Kylemore Abbey, 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Dungaire 
Castle, Blarney Castle, Our Lady 
of Knock, Boyle Abbey, Ennis 
Cathedral, Killarney, Waterford, 
Dingle, Cliffs of Moher and Gal-
way. The $300 per person deposit 
is due before Feb. 1. Limited space 
available. Contact Melani Roewe 
at (405) 293-2003 or visit www.
unitours.com/client/RevGoinsIre-
land.pdf.

Center of Family Love Bishop Slattery of Tulsa and Archbishop Coakley at the 
groundbreaking for the new addition to the Center of Family Love in Okarche.
Photo Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.

Holy Cross Catholic Church confirmation class held a community food drive to benefit 
The Bread of Life Ministries in Madill. The class collected 2,000 non-perishable food 
items for families in need. Photo provided.
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November

First Sunday of Advent

Martha and Mary Guild Fall 
Bazaar held 8 a.m. – 6:30 
p.m. in the atrium of St. 
Thomas More in Norman. 
Items include raffl e table with 
six wonderful gifts, a baked 
goods table and lots of arts 
and crafts.

December

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center, Rm. C-1. 
Call Toni Calvey at (405) 630-
0539, e-mail tonicalvey1900@
gmail.com or visit 
www.SpiritOKC.org.

Mass in the Extraordinary 
form at 7 p.m. on Friday and 
9:30 a.m. on Saturday, St. 
Wenceslaus Church, Prague. 

Sacred Heart Mass, Immacu-
late Conception, OKC. Con-
fessions begin at 6:30 p.m. 
with Mass at 7 p.m. There 
will be no adoration. The Sa-
cred Heart Mass will resume 
at the Catholic Pastoral Cen-
ter in January 2015.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, 
at St. Ann’s Nursing Home, 
OKC, on the fi rst and third 
Saturdays of each month. 
Mass at 9:30 a.m. in the 
chapel with meetings imme-
diately following. For more 
information, contact Karen 
Banks at (405) 396-9086.

Second Sunday of Advent

Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
School Preview Day. Open 
house, come and go. 1 p.m. 
to 3 p.m.

The Secular Franciscan Order 
of St. Claire Fraternity meets 
at 1:15 p.m. at St. Thomas 
More Church, Norman, in the 
library. If you would like to 
learn how Francis lived, plan 
to attend. For more informa-
tion, call Alice at (405) 473-
7680.

Byzantine Divine Liturgy will 
be celebrated at St. Mark’s 
parish, Norman, at 5:30 p.m.

Immaculate Conception – 
Holy Day of Obligation

Catholic War Veterans (of any 
war/confl ict) will meet in the 
community room of St. Ann 
Retirement Center at 7 p.m. 
For more information, contact 
Fr. M. Price Oswalt at (405) 
567-3404.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
Oklahoma Memorial Post 

168 will hold their month-
ly meeting at 7 p.m. in the 
Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 SE 29, Del City. 
For more information, contact 
Ken at (405) 739-0036.

The Oblates of St. Benedict of 
Mt. St. Scholastica will meet 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. in Rm. 
125 at the Pastoral Center, 
7501 NW Expressway. For 
more information, contact 
Jenny Fenner at (405) 721-
0832.

Third Sunday of Advent

Charismatic Healing Mass, 
5:30 p.m., Immaculate Con-
ception Catholic Church, 
3901 SW 29, OKC. For more 
information, call (405) 685-
4806.

Job Box
Music Director

St. Charles Borromeo Church 
in Oklahoma City seeks Music 
Director. Duties include planning 
and staffi ng weekend liturgies, 
holy days, weddings, funerals and 
school liturgies. Director is re-
sponsible for directing, scheduling 
and rehearsing with the choir as 
well as providing accompaniment 
for English liturgies. Music degree 

required, as well as knowledge of 
Catholic Liturgy, along with excel-
lent organ, piano and vocal skills. 
Bilingual a plus. Send resume to 
Rev. Tim Luschen, St. Charles 
Borromeo Catholic Church, 5024 
N Grove Ave., OKC 73122. E-mail 
at Tluschen@prodigy.net.

Maintenance supervisor
FT, paid benefi ts, must pass 

background checks and drug 
screen. Should have minimum 
fi ve years experience in apart-
ment-type maintenance and 
excellent communication skills. 
Send resume to St. Ann Retire-
ment Center, 7501 W Britton Rd., 
OKC 73132. Attn: Sid Espinosa.

Security dispatcher
The dispatcher coordinates vio-

lations of the St. Gregory’s Univer-
sity code of conduct in the lobby 
area, monitors alarms and video 
surveillance systems, maintains 
daily logs, serves as the switch-
board operator for the residence 
halls, coordinates efforts of the se-
curity offi cers, among other duties. 
Candidates should submit resume 
and references to hr@stgregorys.
edu. No phone calls please.
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Catholic Business Profi le

‘My connection with God is my deep gratitude’
Local restaurateur and Christ the King pa-

rishioner Cathy Cummings wears many hats: 
business owner, wife, mother and voice for the 
underprivileged. The effervescent mother of fi ve 
has a heart for serving others, but for Cum-
mings the service doesn’t stop in her restau-
rants – it extends deep into the community. 
Helping the poor and being an advocate for 
people who don’t feel like they have a voice tie 
into her Catholic faith.

“Wanting to help others is just who I am. It 
is a big part of the faith I grew up with,” she 
explained.

Cummings is the owner of two restaurants 
located next door to each other in Oklahoma 
City – Vito’s Ristorante, and a new seafood 
concept called Land and Sea, which is slated to 
open in early December.

Working closely with her husband, Sean, the 
two have been extremely successful in their 
endeavors. Her approach to business is more 
than just a plan on paper – it is deeply infl u-
enced by her Catholic faith, as she strives to 
treat each employee like a family member.

“I have tried to live by the golden rule my 
entire life – do unto others as you would have 
done unto you. And in return, I have the loy-
alty and respect of my employees,” Cummings 
said.

Cummings, the youngest of fi ve children, 
was raised in Kansas City, Mo., mostly by her 
mother. Although the circumstances of her 
home life were less than desirable, she leaned 
on her Catholic faith and used it as a formula 
for success.

When she was a child, her father was sent 
to prison twice; however, there were many 
blessings for which to be thankful. The parish 
Cummings attended with her family allowed 
her and her siblings to attend Catholic school 
for free. She expressed her sincere gratitude for 
the opportunity she was given as a child.

“These kinds of situations almost always 

have a tragic ending. I owe so many thanks to 
the priests and nuns for the Catholic schooling 
I received.”

  Providing the same Catholic education for 
her own children was a priority for Cummings.

“You get more than an education in Catholic 
schools, you learn to become morally respon-
sible. Having a Catholic education really rein-
forces your values,” she said.

Her three daughters attended school at 
Christ the King, and all fi ve of her children 
graduated from Bishop McGuiness Catholic 
High School. Sean Cummings attended Cath-
olic schools as well, and Cathy Cummings 
credits their combined faith with helping create 
a successful marriage and family.

“It really helps when your spouse is the same 
faith. It puts you on the same page as far as 
raising children, and your faith grows in your 
family.” 

Sean’s side of the family includes two priests 
and two nuns.

Cummings, who occasionally volunteers as 
a greeter at Christ the King, also has been 
involved in the parish’s mission trip to Peru. All 
three of her daughters have been on the mis-
sion trip at least once. Cummings expressed 
her excitement about learning that her children 
wanted to support the mission, and praised 
them for working hard to earn the money to 
attend.

“This just goes back to what I learned as a 
child, you always help others when you can. 
That is our purpose in life,” she said.

Cummings gives credit to her mother for 
planting the seeds that were the beginning of 
her faith.

“My mother was a fantastic believer in the 
true power of God. She lived and breathed the 
beatitudes on a daily basis, and she instilled 
this in me as well.” 

 Continuing in the spirit of service, Cum-
mings recently wrapped up a tireless and 
intense campaign for lieutenant governor of 
Oklahoma. Although she did not win, Cum-
mings expressed her appreciation for the 
opportunity to run for offi ce. Her fi rst political 
attempt garnered more than 258,000 votes.

Despite the loss, Cummings still intends to 
be an advocate for single mothers, the under-
privileged and the hungry in Oklahoma. As for 
plans to make another attempt at a political 
offi ce, she’s leaving herself open, but says she 
defi nitely feels like she is being guided.

“We’ll see which direction God wants me to 
go. I can’t wait to see what will happen next!”

Even on her busiest days, Cummings al-
ways makes time for prayer and to thank God. 
Often at the end of the day, she will use the 
quiet time before bed to give thanks for all her 
blessings, or to pray the rosary until she falls 
asleep.

“My connection with God is my deep grati-
tude. I just have so much to be thankful for.”

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Sally Linhart
For the Sooner Catholic

Cathy Cummings. Photo Sally Linhart.

Oklahoma couples celebrate marriage anniversaries

On Nov. 16, 59 couples and their families cel-
ebrated milestone anniversaries at the annual 
Anniversary Mass, celebrated by Archbishop 
Coakley. Attendees gathered during the fi rst 
snow of the winter at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Cathedral in Oklahoma City, where their 
long-lasting love and commitment was hon-
ored. 

Couples commemorating 25, 
40, or 50+ years were invited 
to the mass and reception. 
Though many of the 95 couples 
who responded to the invitation 
were unable to attend due to 
the weather, each are, as Arch-
bishop Coakley said, “a sign 
of hope, a sacrament of God’s 
faithful love in the midst of the 
church, in the midst of the world.”

Between all the couples honored, there were 
2,580 years of marriage. In this time, “love has 
endured, love has been put to the test,” the 
archbishop said. “Love has grown more pure as 
each comes to grips with their own imperfec-
tions and those of their spouse and decide, day 
after day, to renew that gift.”

This year’s record holders, Cass and Betty 
Temple and Chuck and Gerry Visina, each cel-
ebrated 62 years of marriage.

Pat and Sam Kearney, celebrating 59 years, 

brought up the gifts during the Mass, walking 
down the same aisle they did at their wedding 
in 1955. Long-time members of the parish, 
they met at Bishop John Carroll School when 
he was in third grade and she in second. They 
graduated from John Carroll High School in 
1948 and 1949, when the school still included 
a high school, and went their separate ways 
for college before marrying. Later, their fi ve 

kids also attended John Car-
roll School as did many of their 
grandchildren.

Bruce Matthynssens and Jo-
anna Comacho, parishioners at 
Sacred Heart in Oklahoma City, 
celebrated 25 years. Matthyns-
sens said the secret to their 
success is to, “Let the small 
stuff go and just keep loving 
each other.”

Comacho added, “Talk. Converse with each 
other every day.”

Al and Patty Konarik, both long-time pa-
rishioners of St. Francis, attended in support 
of their friends, despite the many years of 
marriage between them: they have only been 
married to each other for four years. Both 
raised their children at St. Francis parish, lived 
in the Gatewood neighborhood and attended 
the weekly church dances. More than a decade 
after each of their spouses’ deaths, they got to 
know each other on a trip. The Konariks love 

for each other, given after a full life, is a sign of 
God’s generosity to us.

These witnesses, Archbishop Coakley con-
cluded, “Remind us of hope, now more than 
ever, when married love is so deeply misunder-
stood, undervalued, and cast aside, with the 
willingness to begin again, to give, and to make 
sacrifi ces.”

By Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick
For the Sooner Catholic

Archbishop Coakley presents a certificate to Chuck and 
Gerry Visina, married 62 years.
Photo Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick.

“Let the small 
stuff go and just 
keep loving each 
other” — Bruce 
Matthynssens


