
While serving in the U.S. 
Air Force in the early 1950s, 
Adrian Vorderlandwehr had 
many options for his future 
– continuing his military 
service, accounting and a 
vocation to the priesthood. 

After a visit to Saint 
Gregory’s Abbey, he entered 
the Benedictine communi-
ty. That was more than 50 
years ago. 

On Aug. 20, parishioners, 
family and friends gathered 
for the 50th anniversary 

of his ordination as a priest. At age 82, Father Vorder-
landwehr is the oldest full-time, active priest in the 
diocese. Parishioners said his enthusiasm for his faith 
shows them two common threads: he makes them better 

Christians as he shines Christ’s light, and he follows 
Archbishop Coakley’s call to “Go Make Disciples” by his 
actions and example. 

Father Vorderlandwehr serves two parishes – Sacred 
Heart in Konawa and Saint Mary in Wanette. He also 
has served as prison chaplain at three different Oklaho-
ma prisons. 

“I drive a long way just to attend Mass with Father 
Adrian. At every Mass, he translates the readings into a 
true-life story and I learn so much. After Mass, Father 
also has a catechism class to further explain teachings 
about the Church,” James Krohmer said.   

Charlene Fundis’s family has been attending Saint 
Mary since 1904. She said church attendance has 
grown since Father Vorderlandwehr arrived. She said 
she has seen him exemplify “Go Make Disciples” by uni-
fying the Wanette community and its different churches. 

“He has unified all denominations under the light of 
Jesus Christ, and I never believed it could happen in 

Archbishop Coakley has unveiled a 
five-year, $60 million capital and en-
dowment campaign to build a shrine 

for Blessed Stanley Rother and fund worthy 
initiatives to strengthen and enhance Church 
ministries throughout central and western 
Oklahoma. 

This is the first-ever campaign of this size 
and scope for the archdiocese.

The One Church, Many Disciples Campaign 
aims to 
strength-
en local 
parishes, 
build en-
dowments 
for faith 
formation, 
renovate 
The Ca-
thedral of 
Our Lady 
of Perpet-
ual Help, honor Blessed Stanley Rother and 
create a fund to support retired priests.

The campaign is the culmination of Archbish-
op Coakley’s pastoral planning process from 
2012-2015. After years of listening sessions, 
prayer and planning, Archbishop Coakley laid 
out three priorities for the archdiocese. 

“The Catholic Church is growing 
in Oklahoma and we want to be 
poised to build on that enthusi-
asm,” Archbishop Coakley said. 
“Faith formation, new evange-
lization and Hispanic ministry 
are central to the future needs of 
our faith community, and the One 

Church, Many Dis-
ciples Campaign will 
provide foundational 
support to fulfill these 
ministry objectives.” 

In addition to Arch-
bishop Coakley’s 
leadership, the capital 
and endowment cam-
paign is led by two co-

chairs, Ken 
and Karen 
Kenworthy 
and Father 
Rick Stans-
berry. 

“As one 
Catholic 
commu-
nity – one 
Church 
– we are 
called to 

come together in a 
spirit of evangelization 
and discipleship,” said 
Father Rick Stanberry, pastor of Christ the 
King in Oklahoma City. 

 “Our campaign at Christ the King and in 
each of the parishes and missions in the arch-

diocese will help to transform the way we 
support the growth 

of parish-based and 

shared diocesan ministries.”
 The campaign will contribute to four per-

manent ministry endowments at the Catholic 
Foundation of Oklahoma, which will provide 
long-term funding for the education of semi-
narians; for youth, young adult and campus 
ministry; faith formation and adult disci-

pleship; and for Catholic 
schools. 
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Go Make Disciples

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City launches 
historic capital campaign

One Church, Many Disciples 

Parish representatives learn about the campaign at the October launch meeting. 
Photo Chris Porter.

Campaign ElEmEnts:

g Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine
g Strengthening Parishes
g Faith Formation 
g Cathedral Renovation 
g Priests’ Retirement

continued on page 8

continued on page 3

50 years of letting his light shine for Christ 

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Parish celebrates Father Vorderlandwehr
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a Longest married couple 
nominations Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter is look-
ing for the longest married 
couple in the United States. 
Visit wwme.org by Jan. 
10 to nominate a couple, 
or e-mail the name of the 
couple, their wedding date, 
where they live and contact 
information for the person 
nominating to bkberland@
gmail.com; or mail to Bryan 
and Karen Berland, 530 S. 
Academy, Guthrie 73044, 
or call (405) 850-4274. 
National winners will be an-
nounced in February 2018 
along with 50 state winners.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

This is truly an exciting time for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City! The recent beatification of Blessed 
Stanley Rother bore witness to God’s presence and 
the vitality of the Church here in Oklahoma. 

Blessed Stanley’s life and ministry inspires each of 
us to more fully embrace the call to missionary disci-
pleship. We are greatly blessed by his example. Now, 
we are called to build upon his legacy.

The One Church, Many Disciples campaign is the 
culmination of many years of prayerful planning, and 
focuses the whole of the Catholic Church in central 
and western Oklahoma on three priorities – new 
evangelization, faith formation and Hispanic ministry.

This extraordinary, first-ever campaign in the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City is in answer to explosive 
growth of the local Catholic population, Jesus’ call 
to missionary discipleship, and your response – the 

faithful people of the 
Church. 

The campaign will 
provide funding for a 
beautiful shrine for 
Blessed Stanley Roth-
er, enhancement of our 
noble Cathedral, our 
local parish needs, sem-
inarian education, faith 
formation, priests’ retirement, and to help plan for 
future parishes.

I am asking all 108 parish and mission commu-
nities of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City to join 
together as “One Church” to participate in the cam-
paign. All parish families will be given the opportuni-
ty to help advance God’s Kingdom with their gifts of 

time, talent and 
treasure.

The success of 
the One Church, 
Many Disciples 
campaign is only 
possible if each 
of us prayerfully 
considers mak-
ing a sacrificial 
gift. As you pray 
about how you 
will participate, 
please reflect 
upon the many 
gifts with which 
God has blessed 
you and how you 
will respond in 
kind. 

Please know 
I am personally 
committed to in-
vesting myself in 
this effort. I hope 
you will join me 
and help this 
campaign suc-
ceed for future 
generations. 

Thank you for 
opening your 
heart and mind 
to the message 
of One Church, 
Many Disciples, 
and for all you 
do in the life of 
the Church!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

One Church, Many Disciples

God our Father, we thank 
you for calling men 

and women to serve in your 
Son’s Kingdom

as priests, deacons, and 
consecrated persons.
Send your Holy Spirit

to help others to 
respond generously and 

courageously to your call.
May our community of faith

support vocations of 
sacrificial love in our youth 

and young adults.
Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, forever 

and ever.
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Nov. 26 – Mass and blessing of new statues, 10 a.m., Epiphany of the Lord, OKC
Nov. 28 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
Nov. 28 – Archdiocesan Review Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
Nov. 29 – Installation of Most Rev. Edward J. Weisenburger as Bishop of Tucson, 2 p.m., St. Augustine Cathe-
dral, Tucson
Nov. 30 – Saints Ball, 6:30 p.m., National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum
Dec. 1 – Priest Advisory Committee meeting, 9 a.m., CPC
Dec. 1 – Mercy Gala, 6:30 p.m., Oklahoma City Golf and Country Club
Dec. 2 – Confirmation, 4 p.m., St. Richard, Carnegie
Dec. 5 – St. Ann Retirement Center Board meeting, 8 a.m., CPC
Dec. 5 – Christmas party for priests of the archdiocese, 3:30 p.m., archbishop’s residence
Dec. 7 – Archdiocesan School Advisory Council meeting, 7:30 a.m., CPC
Dec. 9 – Archdiocesan Encuentro, 9 a.m., CPC
Dec. 10 – Advent Lessons and Carols, 5 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

SHAWNEE – The board of 
directors of Saint Gregory’s 
University made the difficult, 
but necessary, decision this 
month to suspend operations 
of the university at the end of 
this semester, following the 
denial of their loan applica-
tion to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture.

Without this component in 
the financial plan, the ability 
to sustain the university at 
this point is not possible. The 
board of directors continues to work actively to resolve financial dif-
ficulties and to explore possible partnerships to move forward. 

“With great sadness, the board of directors of Saint Gregory’s 
University voted to suspend operations,” said Father Don Wolf, 
chairman of the board. “Our main concern at this moment is for our 
students, staff and faculty who will be profoundly impacted by this 
decision. The university is working with several colleges to facilitate 
student transfers in an attempt to minimize disruption in our stu-
dents’ lives. Please keep them in your prayers.”  

Established in 1875, Saint Gregory’s is a private liberal arts col-
lege and Oklahoma’s only Catholic university. It is located 40 miles 
east of Oklahoma City.  

“My heart breaks for the profound disruption in the lives of our 
wonderful students, staff and faculty as the board of directors voted 
to suspend operations of one of Oklahoma’s iconic institutions of 
higher learning,” said Michael Scaperlanda, president of St. Grego-
ry’s University. “We will do everything possible to ease the transition 
as we work with other colleges to place our students. My heart also 
breaks at the suspension of Catholic liberal arts education in Okla-
homa.” 

More than 65 colleges and universities are working with Saint 
Gregory’s to help with the transfer of students. Teach-out agree-
ments are in the process with several of the universities for those 

students within a year of 
graduating. 

On Nov. 17, about 40 area 
business came to the SGU 
campus to participate in 
a job-fair for faculty, staff 
and students. In addition, 
many of the 65 colleges and 
universities also brought 
human resources personnel 
and list of available posi-
tions.

For those students who are graduating this semester, a com-
mencement will be held on Dec. 1 at 6 p.m. in the Don and Jenetta 
Sumner Field House. A Baccalaureate Mass will be held at 11 a.m. 
on Nov. 30 in the Abbey Chapel.

“I am grateful for our excellent staff and faculty who have labored 
for years under severe financial constraints, dedicated to providing 
the best education for our students. They have provided generations 
of students a framework to live joy-filled lives in service to others. 
I am also grateful for the dedication and sacrifice of the monastic 
community, the board of directors, the Citizen Potawatomi Nation, 
the Catholic Church of Oklahoma and countless others who have 
prayed for St. Gregory’s and given of their resources to help sustain 
the university,” President Scaperlanda said. 

Rt. Rev. Lawrence Stasyszen, abbot and chancellor of Saint Grego-
ry’s said, “The monks of Saint Gregory’s Abbey are deeply concerned 
by this turn of events. We are especially concerned for the families 
who will be impacted by this development. Our community has 
made one of our highest priorities the mission of education since 
coming to Indian Territory in 1875. We are grateful to the countless 
people who have been partners with us in this ministry, especially 

the Citizen Potawatomi Nation and many dedicated 
colleagues and donors. We maintain our commitment 
to pray for all who have attended and supported 
Saint Gregory’s over the years, and will explore new 
ways of contributing to the culture of Oklahoma.” 

The abbey will continue serving the Catholic com-
munity.  

“Like so many small liberal arts colleges, Saint 
Gregory’s has struggled financially for years. We 
are grateful to Saint Gregory’s Abbey, the Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation, and the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City for providing bridge funding as the univer-
sity worked to create a financially sustainable busi-
ness model,” President Scaperlanda said.  

For more information and updates, visit www.
stgregorys.edu.
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“Saint Gregory’s University has contributed to the Catholic community and to 
the people of Oklahoma for more than 100 years, providing our young people 

with a rich Catholic liberal arts education. It is a ter-
rible loss to lose such an exceptional institution. My 
heart goes out to all of the students, faculty, staff and 
administration. I am thankful for the effort of President 
Michael Scaperlanda, the board and university leaders 
for trying to bolster the university’s financial situation. 
As the administration works to assist students and 
their families, I hope these young men and women do 

not become discouraged as they seek to further 
their education. The entire Saint Gregory’s Uni-
versity community is in my prayers.”

-- Most Rev. Paul S. Coakley, Archbishop of Oklahoma City

continued from page 1

 The gift shop in the Blessed 
Stanley Rother Memorial Building 
at Holy Trinity Catholic Church is 
hosting a holiday open house.  

 The event will be 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 9. An 
educational tour will be at 11 a.m. 
Information about Blessed Stanley 
Rother’s life is shared as well as 
the history of the church. 

All of the proceeds from the gift 
shop benefit the spread of Blessed 
Stanley Rother’s mission and the 

youth of the parish. The gift shop 
has a great selection of gift items, 
including Blessed Stanley Rother 
items, religious and holiday items. 
Door prizes as well as refresh-
ments will be provided. Cash, 
check, credit or debit cards will be 
accepted. 

DATE:  Saturday, Dec. 9
TIME:   10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
PLACE:  Gift shop at Rother Me-

morial Building, Holy Trinity, 211 
Missouri Ave., Okarche.

Holy Trinity gift shop 
holds holiday open house

St. Gregory’s University to 
suspend operations in December

this town,” she said. “He wants you to be a better Catholic!”
Father Vorderlandwehr is dedicated to the Benedictine way of 

life – “Ora et Labora” (work and prayer). Once the abbot of Saint 
Gregory’s, he still lives his life according to the rule, knowing that 
he is responsible for all the souls in his charge.

This is manifested by his work. Father Vorderlandwehr not only 
runs two churches, but also is a certified public accountant and 
dedicates his life to his parishioners, making visits to the home-
bound. 

Debra Gibson, a parishioner at Sacred Heart, said, “I admire 
Father Adrian’s gentle, quiet and humble spirit while also recog-
nizing a deep inner-strength. I believe this strength can only come 
from his many years of sacrificial and dedicated service to our 
Lord and his people. Father Adrian is an inspiration to me.”

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the Sooner Catholic.



Twenty-two men were ordained into the 
permanent diaconate this month. Below are 
their names and parish assignments.

Adolfo Aleman – St. Eugene, OKC
Robert Blakely – St. Eugene, OKC
David Buchanan – St. Anthony, Okeene
C. Ray Butler – St. Mary, Ardmore
Wuse Cara – Holy Family, Lawton
Luis De La Garza – St. Peter, Guymon; St. 

Francis, Beaver; Good Shepherd, Boise City; 
Sacred Heart, Hooker

George Fombe – St. Andrew, Moore
Mark Gildonv – Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Duncan; Im-

maculate Assumption, Marlow; San Jose, Ryan; St. Patrick, Walters
Terrence Givens – St. Eugene, OKC
James Hankins – Holy Family, Lawton
John Harned – St. Francis of Assisi, OKC
Randy Hearn – St. John the Baptist, Edmond
Fernando Hernandez – St. James, OKC
Robert Highsmith – St. Mary, Ardmore
Juan Jimenez – St. Mary, Ardmore
Anthony Layton – Holy Family, Lawton
Gus Orellana – Holy Cross, Madill
Jorge Pereira – St. Monica, Edmond
Paul Reinart – St. Anthony, Okeene
Emilio Rodriguez – St. Peter, Guymon; St. Frances Cabrini, Beaver; 

Good Shepherd, Boise City; Sacred Heart, Hooker
Val Ross – St. Francis Xavier, St. Gregory, Enid
Cruz Salcedo – St. Peter, Guymon; St. Frances Cabrini, Beaver; Good 

Shepherd, Boise City; Sacred Heart, Hooker
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New deacons receive parish 
assignments 

Above is shown the sole surviving 
artifact from the storage room at St. 
Thomas More Catholic Bookstore 
that was damaged by fire March 
18. When owner Angela Ballard 
returned to the store with her 
brother, Mike Wilbanks, he noticed 
a shiny, red object tucked with-
in the black ruins of the fire. He 
kicked away the debris and found 
a red coffee mug with a prayer 
to firefighters. “It wasn’t broken. 
Nothing was wrong with it whatso-
ever.” The owners took a picture of 
the mug and framed it. It hangs on 
their wall as a reminder that God is 
ever-present, even in the midst of 
devastation. The prayer on the mug 
reads, “God please bless firefight-
ers. Guide their footsteps. Give 
them courage and grant them your 
compassion and protection every 
day.” Photo provided.

A budding young YouTube star 
is on fire for his Catholic faith. 
Even more remarkable – he’s only 
12 years old.  

Kedon Gumerson, of Edmond, 
has a video series on YouTube 
called “Kid Catholic.” In the 
videos, he explores and ex-
plains many aspects of the Catho-
lic faith.

One week, he’ll discuss the Ten 
Commandments; the next episode 
he’ll look at the life Blessed Stan-
ley Rother. He gives video tours 
of Saint Monica in Edmond, and 
visits with Saint Monica’s pastor 
Father Stephen Hamilton. Father 
Hamilton points out some of the 
finer points of the faith and talks 
about being a priest.

Kid Catholic manages all this 
with swooping hand movements 
and a unabashed enthusiasm and 
love for his faith. 
Before 
each tap-
ing, he’ll 
research a 
topic com-
pletely to 
make sure 
he’s got it 
down. 

His 
mother 
Cheryl 
Gumerson explained her son has 
been at this outreach for more 
than a year. He was inspired, she 
explained, by some of his peers 

who were using the YouTube for-
mat to discuss video games. 

“He started out talking about 
sports, but later decided he wanted 
to talk about his faith,” she said. 

“A lot of what he does is his 
idea completely. I think it was 
divinely inspired.”

Cheryl Gumerson views each 
program before it’s posted. On 
the day he talked about the Ten 
Commandments, Kedon Gum-
erson quickly admitted there 
were a few sins he didn’t ex-
plain more because they were 
not “kid appropriate.”

When the episode made it 
online, it garnered nearly 400 

views. Kid Catholic is hoping to 
expand and wants people to know 
he’ll be active with the Kid Catholic 
YouTube outreach for a long time. 

“I want to do it for as long as 
possible,” he said. “Maybe when 
I’m older, I can hand it down to 
another kid.”

His high-energy program has led 
him to be featured on Father Dave 
Dwyer’s Sirius XM radio program. 

“It was great,” he said. 
Kedon Gumerson knows how 

positive his Catholicism has been 
in his life and he wants to share it 
with as many people as possible 
through “Kid Catholic.”

He also has advice for those who 
may despair with life’s challenges.

“Don’t give up,” he said. “God 
is love and always gives us hope. 
Always.”

Steve Gust is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

By Steve Gust 
The Sooner Catholic

Oklahoma’s “Kid Catholic” spreads faith 
through YouTube

www.youtube.com/c/kidcatholic.

Find Kid Catholic at
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A garland of roses

Anyone shopping for a Rosary online 
will find an incredible variety of these 
beautiful beads. There are expensive Rosa-
ries made of precious stones and inexpen-
sive Rosaries made of string or plastic. 
Some Rosaries feature the medal of a saint 
in place of the first Our Father 
along with beads in a color asso-
ciated with the saint. 

There are Rosary bracelets, 
Rosary rings, Rosary keyrings, 
and a “car” Rosary that unhooks 
so it easily can be placed around 
the rearview mirror. 

What is the appeal of this 
iconic symbol of Catholicism? 
Why do so many people love 
the Rosary?

The Rosary is an ancient 
prayer, and so it is appropri-
ate that it is closely tied to the 
2,000-year-old Catholic faith. 
In fact, the “Catholic Encyclopedia” notes 
that Mohammedans used beads, monks of 
some Greek churches are invested with a 
Rosary, and Saint Francis Xavier found 
prayer beads being used by Buddhist 
monks in Japan when he went there in the 
mid-1500s.

Originally, a set of 50 beads was used 
in Christendom to say 50 Pater Nosters, 
or Our Fathers. In the early Middle Ages, 
many people were illiterate, and while 
monks in their monasteries could read and 

chant all 150 of the Psalms in their Liturgy 
of the Hours, the peasant in his thatched 
hut could count his 150 Paters using his 
beads.

Around the 13th century, Mary’s Psalter 
came to be used, now using 150 Aves 
instead of Paters. The Hail Mary origi-
nally consisted of only the first part of the 

prayer; the second half was added later by 
the Church.

Saint Dominic Guzman (1170-1221), 
founder of the Dominican Order, is credit-
ed with originating the Rosary as we know 
it. There is no documented source for this, 
but many popes, most notably Pius V, have 
all ascribed the Rosary to Dominic.

Pope John Paul II was greatly devoted 
to Our Lady and to the Rosary, reportedly 
saying all 15 decades daily. He institut-
ed the Luminous Mysteries, and in his 

Apostolic Letter “Rosarium Virginis 
Mariae,” he teaches that “This prayer does 
not conflict with the liturgy, it sustains it.” 
Further, he writes, “The Rosary though 
clearly Marian in character, is at the heart 
a Christo-centric prayer.”

The Rosary is in a sense a simple prayer, 
one easily learned. In his 
book “The Rosary and Our 
Lady,” Romano Guardini 
maintains that “The longer 
one lives, the more plainly 
one sees that the simple 
things are truly great.” 

In Burke and Rossi-
ni’s excellent book, “The 
Contemplative Rosary,” the 
authors write that “In the 
Rosary, we enter ‘the school 
of Mary.’ We sit at her feet 
as she shares the stories so 
close to her heart.”

There are many ways for Catholics to 
use these beads. Among the most well-
known of these the Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy. 

To learn how to pray the Rosary, down-
load the archdiocesan app on iTunes or 
Google Play or go online to usccb.org and 
search “Praying the Rosary.” Several pam-
phlets and prayer cards also can be found 
at local Catholic book stores or parishes.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

Collection helps aging sisters, brothers 
and priests in religious orders

Catholics in the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City will have the 
opportunity to “give to those who 
have given a lifetime” as part of the 
collection for the Retirement Fund 
for Religious, to be held in par-
ishes Dec. 9-10. Coordinated by 
the National Religious Retirement 
Office (NRRO), the annual appeal 
benefits 32,000 elderly Catholic 
sisters, brothers and religious or-
der priests whose religious congre-
gations lack adequate retirement 
funding.

Last year, the Archdiocese 

of Oklahoma City contributed 
$102,660.01 to the collection. 

Communities utilize these funds 
to bolster retirement savings and 
subsidize expenses, such as pre-
scription medications and nurs-
ing care. Throughout the year, 
additional funding is allocated to 
assist religious communities with 
the greatest needs and to promote 
ongoing education in retirement 
planning and eldercare delivery.

Go online to retiredreligious.org 
to learn more.

Why you should pray the Rosary 
By J.E. Helm 

The Sooner Catholic

Prayers of the 
Rosary

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord, who was con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was 
buried; 

He descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence He shall come to 
judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

The Our Father

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Amen.

The Hail Mary

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord 
is with thee;
blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners
now and at the hour of our 
death.
Amen.

The Glory Be 

Glory be to the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be.
Amen.

The Hail Holy Queen 
(The Salve Regina)

Hail, holy Queen, mother of 
mercy,
our life, our sweetness, and our 
hope.
To you we cry, poor banished 
children of Eve;
to you we send up our sighs,
mourning and weeping in this 
valley of tears.
Turn, then, most gracious advo-
cate,
your eyes of mercy toward us;
and after this, our exile,
show unto us the blessed fruit of 
your womb, Jesus.
O clement, O loving, O sweet 
Virgin Mary.

Saint Mark the Evangelist 
Catholic Church in Norman 
will be hosting the next Heal-
ing After Divorce class from 
Nov. 2 to Feb. 1 in the board 
room on Thursday evenings 
The class is 14 weeks, includ-
ing orientation and a special 
session on annulments. The 
class will be closed after the 
third session to preserve con-
fidentiality and congruency 
of its members. Facilitators 
are Tom and Ferrella March, 
who are parishioners at Saint 
Mark.  

Healing After Divorce is 
based on “Surviving Divorce:  
Hope and Healing for the 
Catholic Family,” which is 
an Ascension Press publi-
cation that focuses on the 
sacramental life. The goals of 
the program are to facilitate 
healing in the wake of divorce 
or separation. 

“It is incredible to watch 
healing occur in front of your 
eyes. I have watched partic-
ipants turn the corner from 
despair to hope,” Ferrella 
March said.

Healing After 
Divorce in the 

Catholic Church
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Destroying my freedom – in the name of freedom?

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Monsignor Gustave Depreitere, 
nephew of the first bishop of 
Oklahoma, Theophile Meer-

schaert, was vicar general of the diocese 
for a remarkable 56 years. This compe-
tent and talented priest served the Dio-
cese of Oklahoma (later Oklahoma City 
and Tulsa) for 66 years. He gladly accept-
ed the task of training newly ordained 
clergy on the complexities of parish life 
and two of his assistants were later 
made bishops (Stephen Leven and Victor 
Reed). He is best known for his 41 years 
of service at Saint Joseph Old Cathedral 
as pastor. The story is told of a petulant 

young assistant who asked when 
the old monsignor would retire. His response, “When I 

retire it will be announced by Smith and Kernke (funeral 
directors)!” Such was the grit and tenacity of this good 
and faithful servant of the Church.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

A D V E N T  O R G A N  R E C I T A L  S E R I E S 
Sundays at 3PM at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 

All recitals are free and open to the public 
 

 
Advent I: December 3 

David Anderson 
Director of Music and Organist at 

St. James the Greater Catholic Church, Oklahoma City 
and Doctoral Student in Organ Performance  

at the University of Oklahoma 

  
Advent II: December 10 
Craig Sproat 
Director of Music and Organist at 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Moore 
and Accompanist for the Weitzenhoffer School of Musical Theatre  
at the University of Oklahoma 
 
 

Advent III: December 17 
Alvez Barkoskie IV 

Director of Sacred Music and Organist at 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Oklahoma City 

and Doctoral Candidate in Organ Performance  
at the University of Oklahoma 

 
A light reception will follow the December 17th recital in the parish hall 

 
 
 

 

 

1901 N.W. 18th Street, Oklahoma City, OK.  73106  �  405-528-0485  �   stfrancisokc.com 

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

In an August 2015 column in The Wash-
ington Post, George F. Will argued in favor of 
physician-assisted suicide, summing up his 
perspective this way: “There is nobility in … 
affirming at the end the distinctive human dig-
nity of autonomous choice.” 

His conclusion, however, raises several 
important questions: Shouldn’t death-dealing 
actions directed against ourselves be seen as a 
deep repudiation of our autonomy, insofar as 
suicide eliminates our personal freedom once 
and for all? If our ability to freely make choices 
is among the highest of our human faculties, 
isn’t it a radical contradiction to mount an at-
tack on that autonomy through suicidal acts? 
Isn’t there 
a certain 
absurdity 
to mar-
shaling our 
freedom to 
obliterate 
our free-
dom?

Autono-
my is often 
described 
as being 
able to do 
what we 
want, being 
“self-gov-
erning” and 
“self-directing.” Authentic freedom, though, 
doesn’t actually mean the ability to do whatev-
er we want; it means the ability to do what we 
ought, in accord with who we are. To grow in 
freedom and autonomy means acting in such a 
way that we attend to, and respect the designs 
written into our nature. Otherwise, autonomy 
collapses into a caricature of its real meaning, 
or worse, into raw violence and forcefulness 
against ourselves or others.

We can consider a simple example: exercis-
ing autonomy with respect to our car doesn’t 
mean doing whatever we want with it, like 
pouring milk in the gas tank and orange juice 
in the oil reservoir. If we intentionally sideswipe 
other vehicles as we drive along, and strike 
pedestrians on the sidewalk, these would be 
acts of violence, not acts of “autonomy” or “free 

choice.” Authentic freedom with an automobile 
implies using it in an ordered way to get from 
A to B, driving safely and legally, and even 
doing the right maintenance and upkeep on it, 
maintaining respect for the way the vehicle was 
designed and intended to be used.

Freedom and autonomy regarding what we 
eat and drink, to consider another example, 
doesn’t mean we can consume anything at all. 
We can legitimately choose between apples 
and oranges, but not between milk and drain 
cleaner. 

If, in the name of autonomy, we were to 
declare that we’re free to do whatever we want 
with our bodies, and we ingested drain cleaner 

on purpose to 
make ourselves 
ill, we would 
actually un-
dermine and 
surrender our 
personal auton-
omy. We would 
no longer be 
able to do what 
we might wish 
to do as our 
body rebelled 
and constrained 
us to a stretch-
er on our way to 
the emergency 
room or poison 

control center. 
Looking at a misguided choice of this kind re-

minds us how our autonomy is never absolute. 
This kind of choice also would raise doubts in 
the minds of those who cared about us re-
garding our mental and moral sanity. To deem 
self-inflicted sickness to be desirable would 
itself be a sickness, a kind of lie, spoken in the 
name of a perverted sense of being free to do 
whatever I want, even to the point of self-harm 
or self-annihilation. 

The decision to intentionally end our own life 
by an act of suicide 
(whether alone or with 
the assistance of oth-
ers) pivots our unique-
ly human power to 
make sound choices 

into a 
seditious 
power 
directed 
against 
our own 
good. 

To 
self-inflict 
death in 
collusion with a physician would constitute a 
profoundly disordered decision, and a radically 
corrosive attack on our autonomy. Rather than 
something dignified, this abuse of freedom is 
ethically indefensible. 

If sane people can recognize that drinking 
poison to get ourselves sick is wrong, how can 
we feign that ingesting drugs or using other 
means to kill ourselves is somehow right and 
noble?

Abusing our own freedom or autonomy isn’t 
free or autonomous; instead, it enslaves and 
diminishes us. When medical professionals 
pivot in their role of healing and curing, and 
instead become accomplices in terminating the 
sick and vulnerable, they, too, undermine their 
own autonomy and corrupt their own profes-
sional freedom to genuinely care and “first do 
no harm.”

True autonomy is not limitless or absolute, 
but is necessarily conditioned by the truth of 
who we are and the way we function. Properly 
exercised, our personal freedom manifests a 
genuine nobility, and a real dignity. We should 
never will that our final “autonomous choice” 
be directed against that noble dignity. Rather, 
we must flee the tyranny of false autonomy 
if our lives are to be authentically marked by 
human freedom in its full splendor.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk earned his doctorate 
in neuroscience from Yale and did post-doctoral 
work at Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese 
of Fall River, Mass., and serves as the director 
of education at The National Catholic Bioethics 
Center in Philadelphia.

Making Sense of Bioethics

Esther Summerson, Dickens’s 
orphaned protagonist of “Bleak 
House,” stays the night at the Jel-
lyby house on her way to her new 
home with her guardian. Before 
she arrives, she hears Mrs. Jellyby 
described as “a lady of very re-
markable strength of character.” 

Upon arrival at the house, one 
of the children has his head stuck 
through the iron railing. Esther 
makes her way to him, after being 
warned that “the young Jellybys 
are always up to something,” and 
helps him get unstuck. The boy, 
once loose, proceeds to gather a 
hoop stick and beat Esther’s driv-
er. Soon, as they are introduced 
to Mrs. Jellyby, another child falls 
down a whole flight of stairs, to 
little notice of their mother. 

Esther’s companion describes 
Mrs. Jellyby thus, “Seeming to 
look a long way off, as if she could 
see no nearer than Africa,” where 
she is very concerned with a 
project that involves writing many 
letters such that it occupies her 
entire time and attention as Mrs. 
Jellyby herself explains. 

Through their time at the Jel-
lyby residence, Esther and her 
companions see that their initial 
introduction is not an anomaly, a 
temporary lapse of attention, but 
the normal state of things. 

The character of Mrs. Jellyby, 
written so long ago, illustrates a 
temptation even greater today: 
to ignore what is immediately in 
front of us as “frivolous” in favor of 
“more important” issues, including 
correcting the many injustices of 
the world. I see this temptation 
within myself, for keeping up with 
the news and thinking about how 
to right a wrong is often more 
interesting than folding laundry, 
watching a 1-year-old stack blocks 
or choosing just the right word to 
write. 

In a world that prizes and lauds 
the grand solutions to widespread 
problems, it is easy to think God’s 
will for us lies in combatting what 
is huge and evil with what is big 
and good. But, that is often not 
how God works: He manifested 
himself to us a small, vulnerable 
baby. 

Engaging in God’s will for our 
lives starts with doing what is 
small and humble, and doing so 
with love. It begins with our duty: 
to God, to our families, to our job 
and to any commitments we’ve 
made. Our vocation always begins 
with God’s call to us, today.

Two recently canonized saints, 
Saints Zelie and Louis Martin, of-
fer an example. They lived a simple 
life of hard work and prayer. The 
center of their life was their home 
where they passed on the faith 
to their children, including Saint 
Therese of the Child Jesus, a doc-
tor of the Church. 

Their home was one of laughter 
and joy, prayer and love, tender-
ness and mercy. They worked hard 
at their businesses and endured 
the sorrow of losing four children 
in infancy. They did not engage in 
grand schemes, but through their 
vocation as parents, they modelled 
Saint Therese’s Little Way and 
lived a life of holiness.

Blesseds Luigi and Maria Bel-
trame Quattraocchi provide an-
other example of holiness. Like 

the Martins, they attended daily 
Mass and centered their family life 
on prayer. As a family, they were 
consecrated to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. Through their love for 
the Gospel and the circumstances 
of their lives, they were called to 
extend their concerns beyond the 
domestic sphere. During World 
War II, they opened their home to 
refugees and dealt generously with 
anyone who came to their door for 
help. Maria volunteered with the 
Red Cross. They helped found a 
charitable organization to bring 
sick pilgrims to Lourdes as well as 
other lay Catholic associations. 

Both married couples provide ex-
amples for how God’s will for our 
lives begins with responding to our 
duty today and doing so with love.

While our pets 
can misbehave, 
they never can 
offend God be-
cause they are 
incapable of sin. 
Their presence 
praises God. “All 
water creatures, 

bless the Lord; praise and exalt him above all 
forever. All you birds of the air, bless the Lord; 
praise and exalt him above all forever. All you 
beasts, wild and tame, bless the Lord; praise 
and exalt him above all forever” (NABRE, Dan-
iel 3, 79-81).

We were given a re-
sponsibility for the care 
of all creation, includ-
ing the animals. The 
Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church calls us to 
care for and respect all 
of creation, including 
all of the animals that 
roam about. Here are 
some excerpts from the 
Catechism for pet lovers 
taken from paragraphs 
2416 and 2417:

“Animals are God’s 
creatures. He sur-
rounds them with his providential care. By 
their mere existence they bless him and give 
him glory. Thus, men owe them kindness. God 
entrusted animals to the stewardship of those 
whom he created in his own image. They may 
be domesticated to help man in his work and 
leisure.”

It’s important to remember that these little 

creatures are part of the Lord’s creation, a gift 
from God, and we can have love and affection 
for them as long as we don’t get carried away 
and begin to value their lives above the lives of 
our human brothers and sisters.

The month of November is National Adopt a 
Senior Pet Month, yes, the senior ones that are 
beyond chewing your shoes and scratching up 
everything in the house. I applaud those fami-
lies that welcome these furry little creatures in 
their homes, cats or dogs. But, for those diffi-
cult times, when they do become mischievous, 
who are the patron saints for cats and dogs 
who can join us in reaching out to the Lord 

when we need help? Well, 
here they are:

Saint Gertrude of Niv-
elles, O.S.B.

Patron saint of cats
Her biography begins 

when she was 10. The 
king came to a feast at 
her home and he asked if 
she would like to marry 
the son of a nobleman. 
She said “No.” The young 
lady was offended and, in 
a not so polite way, she 
adamantly stated that she 
would have neither him 
nor any earthly spouse 

but Christ the Lord. That is a young disciple in 
love with Christ!

Later in life she made good on her promise 
and not only entered religious life, but founded 
a monastery and became abbess. Her life was 
filled with charity to those in need. Her connec-
tion to cats is attributed to a mice infestation 
of her convent’s grain silo. She prayed and the 

next day 
– no mice. 
So, those 
around 
her con-
cluded 
that any-
one who 
can get 
rid of mice must be a friend of cats.

Saint Rocco
Patron saint of dogs
He was born in France, in the town of Mont-

pellier. When he was about 20 his parents 
died. He distributed all his riches among the 
poor and became a beggar and a pilgrim on 
his way to Rome to visit the Holy City. While 
in Italy, a plague spread and he fell ill. He was 
expelled from the town that he was in and went 
into the forest, and lived in nature. His survival 
is due to a miraculous spring that appeared 
and a dog that supplied him with his daily 
bread. The dog also licked his wounds and 
healed him.  

He returned to the town of his birth where he 
was falsely charged and arrested. He was sent 
to prison. He died there and has been invoked 
in times of illness, false imprisonment and es-
pecially by dog lovers. 

If you prefer neither cats nor dogs, and 
instead prefer birds or a fish tank, then your 
patron saint is Francis of Assisi. Either way, 
we should celebrate our beloved animals and 
see them as a loving gift from God. If you don’t 
have a furry friend, maybe you would consider 
adopting a senior pet during November. 
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Are true disciples more cat people, dog people 
or maybe another animal?

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Office of 
Hispanic Ministry 

Either way, even pet lovers have patron saints!

A Millenial Journey in Faith

Pay attention to the little things

Anamaría 
Scaperlanda  

Biddick 
For the Sooner 

Catholic

Saint Gertrude of 
Nivelles, O.S.B.

Saint 
Rocco

Engaging in God’s will for our lives starts with doing what is small and humble
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 Jim Beckman, executive director of the Secretari-
at for Evangelization and Catechesis who recently 
joined the archdiocese from the Augustine Institute 
and Saint John Vianney Seminary in Denver, wel-
comed the innovative programs that will be made 
possible by the campaign.

 “The future of the Catholic Church is going to be 
determined by how effectively we reach the young 
people of today,” Beckman said. “Leadership and 
discipleship 
are at the 
heart of the 
new evange-
lization. We 
are focused 
on developing 
leaders in the 
Church with a 
true vision for 
renewal, and 
the practical skills to actually implement it.”

 The One Church, Many Disciples Campaign is 
timely because of tremendous recent growth of the 
Catholic population in the archdiocese as well as 
the excitement surrounding the recent beatification 
of Blessed Stanley Rother and renewed call to mis-
sionary discipleship. 

 “We are beyond the days when Oklahoma’s Cath-
olics were a mere 3 percent or 4 percent of the over-
all population. Today, Catholics make up more than 
8 percent of the population in Oklahoma and we are 
a growing community. One Church, Many Disciples 
will ensure a vibrant and healthy Catholic family for 

future generations,” Archbishop Coakley said.
The Office of Stewardship and Development of 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City is managing 
the campaign process. Peter de Keratry, executive 
director of the office explained that the 108 church-
es of the archdiocese will conduct the campaign in 
groups, or waves, through June 2019. 

The first 10 parishes, called pilot parishes, began 
the campaign in October and have already achieved 

more than 
30 percent of 
their com-
bined goals. 

Twen-
ty-eight more 
parishes are 
scheduled to 
begin “Wave 
2” of the 
campaign in 

March 2018 with additional waves of parishes start-
ing campaigns in August 2018 and January 2019.

In support of the parish campaigns, Archbishop 
Coakley has a personal goal to raise $20 million or 
more from leadership gifts. The first 20 gifts re-
ceived from leadership gift families total more than 
$15 million.

“I am tremendously grateful and humbled by the 
generosity and willingness of those I have visited to 
support One Church, Many Disciples,” he said. 

To learn more, visit the campaign website at 
onechurchmanydisciples.org.

To be determined

The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
St. Charles Borromeo, OKC
St. Eugene, OKC
St. John Nepomuk, Yukon

October 2017

Epiphany of the Lord, OKC
Our Lady of Victory, Purcell
Sacred Heart, El Reno
St. Francis Xavier, Enid
St. Gregory the Great, Enid
St. James the Greater, OKC
St. Joseph, Union City
St. Mark, Norman
St. Michael, Enid
St. Monica, Edmond

Church of the Good Shepherd, Guymon
Holy Angels, OKC
Holy Name, Woodward
Immaculate Conception, OKC
Little Flower, OKC
Mother of Sorrows, Elgin
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Elgin
Our Lady of the Rosary, Anadarko
Our Mother of Mercy, Alva
Sacred Heart, Woodward
Sacred Heart, Guymon
Sacred Heart, OKC
Sacred Heart, Alva
St. Ann, Elgin

St. Cornelius, Alva
St. Damien, Edmond
St. Frances Cabrini, Guymon
St. John, Edmond
St. Joseph, Woodward
St. Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC
St. Patrick, OKC
St. Patrick, Anadarko
St. Peter, Woodward
St. Peter, Guymon
St. Richard, Anadarko
St. Teresa, Harrah
St. Vincent de Paul, McLoud

Blessed Sacrament, Lawton
Christ the King, OKC
Holy Family, Lawton
Holy Name of Jesus, Chickasha
Immaculate Conception, Seminole
Our Lady of Sorrows, Chandler
Sacred Heart, Konawa
St. Andrew Dung-Lac, OKC
St. Ann, Okeene
St. Ann, Clinton
St. Anthony, Okeene
St. Benedict, Shawnee
St. Francis, Newkirk
St. Francis Xavier, Sulphur
St. Joseph, Shawnee
St. Joseph, Hennessey

St. Joseph, Ada
St. Joseph, Hennessey
St. Joseph, Blackwell
St. Joseph, Tonkawa
St. Louis, Chandler
St. Mary, Konawa
St. Mary, Ponca City
St. Mary, Ardmore
St. Mary, Clinton
St. Paul the Apostle, Del City
St. Peter, Chickasha
St. Philip Neri, Midwest City
St. Rose of Lima, Kingfisher
St. Thomas Apostle, Okeene
Sts. Peter and Paul, Kingfisher

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Duncan
Blessed Sacrament, Weatherford
Corpus Christi, OKC
Good Shepherd, Madill
Holy Cross, Madill
Holy Spirit, Mustang
Holy Trinity, Okarche
Immaculate Conception, Duncan
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Calumet
Korean Martyrs, OKC
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Hollis
Prince of Peace, Altus
Queen of All Saints, Sayre
Sacred Heart, Weatherford
Sacred Heart, Perry
Sacred Heart, Mangum
St. Andrew, Moore
St. Catherine of Siena, Pauls Valley

St. Eugene, Weatherford
St. Francis, OKC
St. Helen, Frederick
St. Joseph, Medford
St. Joseph, Norman
St. Margaret Mary, Crescent
St. Mary Assumption, Medford
St. Mary, Guthrie
St. Mary, Medford
St. Matthew, Elk City
St. Michael, Prague
St. Patrick, Duncan
St. Robert Bellarmine, Jones
St. Rose of Lima, Perry
St. Thomas More, Norman
St. Wenceslaus, Prague
Sts. Peter and Paul, Hobart
San Jose, Duncan

2017 20192018

Who will participate in the One Church, 
Many Disciples campaign? 

All 108 parishes and missions in the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City are participating in the 
campaign. All Catholic households in the arch-
diocese are asked to consider a financial pledge 
to One Church, Many Disciples.

Will my parish benefit from the campaign?
All parishes benefit from shared ministries 

funded through the One Church, Many Disciples 
campaign. Also, parishes receive 20 percent of 
their parishioners’ gifts up to the parish goal, and 
50 percent of gifts over goal.

How is One Church, Many Disciples different 
from the Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA)?

The Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA) is a vital 
source of annual funding for many 
programs and ministries of the archdi-
ocese. The One Church, Many Disci-
ples campaign seeks to raise funds for 
specific needs including: a shrine for 
Blessed Stanley Rother, and for min-
istries focused on faith formation, new 
evangelization and Hispanic ministry. 
Some campaign funds will be placed 
into permanent endowments at the 
Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma to 
provide lasting sources of revenue for 
specific ministries.

Will my parish conduct the Annu-
al Catholic Appeal (ACA) during the 
One Church, Many Disciples cam-
paign?

The ACA will continue to be con-
ducted during the One Church, Many 
Disciples campaign. Every attempt 
will be made to avoid parishes conducting the 
ACA during its active fundraising for One Church, 
Many Disciples. 

How will this campaign impact the offertory 
of my parish?

Parish offertory is not expected to fluctuate 
during the One Church, Many Disciples cam-
paign. Parishioners are asked to give above and 
beyond their 
regular offertory 
giving. Cam-
paigns like One 
Church, Many 
Disciples can 
lead to in-
creased offertory 
long term. Pa-
rishioners may 

engage more deeply with their parishes because of 
the campaign, and increase their offertory giving 
when their pledge payments conclude.

How can I be sure my campaign gift goes 
toward the needs outlined in the case for sup-
port? 

The archdiocese has a moral and legal obliga-
tion to restrict the use of campaign funds for the 
needs stated in the case for support. Funds raised 
in the campaign will be used only as described.

What types of gifts are accepted?
Credit card payments and automatic withdrawal 

payments from bank accounts (EFT) are highly 
encouraged. Donors also may give by check or ap-
preciated securities. Bequests and other deferred 
gifts may also be made.

Are gifts to One Church, Many Disciples 
tax-deductible?

All gifts made to the 
campaign are tax-de-
ductible to the extent 
permitted by law. Do-
nors should consult a 
tax professional if they 
have questions about 
the tax treatment of 
their contributions.

continued from page 1

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City launches historic capital campaign

“Our sacred purpose, as the people of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, is to joyfully witness to our Catholic faith in central and western 
Oklahoma through the teaching, sanctifying, and governing ministry 
of Christ and His Church so that the Body of Christ is made present, 
the universal call to holiness proclaimed, and all people are welcomed 
into the promise of eternal life.” 

-- Archbishop Coakley in “Go Make Disciples”

Fr. Bill Pruett, pastor of St. James the Greater in Oklahoma City, and a parishioner review 
plans for the shrine. Photos Chris Porter. 

March 2018 August 2018 January 2019

Oración de la campaña
Dios Todopoderoso,fuente de todo lo que es bueno y santo,te damos gracias por tus abundantes bendiciones. Como muchos discípulos, somos una Iglesia, enviada a proclamar la Buena Nueva

a todos los pueblos.
Vela sobre nuestra arquidiócesis durante esta campaña: inspíranos a ser generosos, asístenos en este esfuerzo, y como el Beato Stanley Rother danos la alegría para servirte ahora y siempre. Te lo pedimos por Cristo Nuestro Señor.

Amén.
Beato Stanley Rother...¡Ruega por Nosotros!

Almighty God,

source of all that is good and holy,

we give you thanks for your 

abundant blessings.

As many disciples, we are one 

Church, called to proclaim the 

Good News to all people.

Watch over the archdiocese in 

this campaign: inspire us to be generous,

assist us in this effort, 

and, like Blessed Stanley Rother, 

give us joy in serving you now and forever.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen
Blessed Stanley Rother…pray for us!

campaign prayer

Frequently asked

Parishes and missions are scheduled 
to participate in the campaign in waves or 
groups. Each wave of parish campaigns 
will last six months.

More than 300 people attended 
the launch of the first group of 
parish campaigns at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center on Oct. 10.



One 
might 
imagine 
a book 
written 
by some-

one with a Licentiate of Sacred 
Theology, someone who served 
as rector of the Pontifical North 
American College in Rome, to be a 
bit – well –  stuffy. Nothing could 
be further from the truth in Cardi-
nal Timothy Dolan’s book, “Called 
to be Holy.”

Cardinal Dolan, archbishop of 
New York, has written extensively 
and frequently has been described 
as a man with charisma, some-
one who can arouse enthusiasm 
in people who meet him, people 
who know him. His book, likewise, 
creates in the reader this same 
kind of enthusiasm for what Dolan 
is really writing about, namely, a 
close personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ.

“Called to be Holy” is an adap-
tation of the first section of his 
highly popular book, “Priests for 
the Third Millennium.” In his 
forward to “Called to be Holy,” 
Dolan explains that the chapters 
in “this little book” were originally 
conferences he gave to priests and 
seminarians while he was rector 
of the North American College in 
Rome, published as “Priests for a 
Third Millennium.”

Certainly, there is something 
scholarly about the book. Each 

chapter is prefaced by a short 
selection from the New Testa-
ment, and the cardinal quotes and 
refers to a long list of saints and 
scholars: Pope John Paul VI, Karl 
Rahner, Saint Bernard of Clair-
vaux, John of the Cross, Saint 
John Paul II, Saint Padre Pio, The-
resa of Avila, Cardinal Newman 
and many more. 

In Ch. 4, “Humility,” he explains 
that “Saint Thomas Aquinas says 
in the ‘Summa Theologica’ that 
humility means seeing ourselves 
as God sees us: knowing that ev-
ery good we have comes from Him 
as pure gift; that we depend on 
him for everything.” 

In writing on penance in Ch. 8, 
he tells us that “Saint John of the 
Cross says: ‘I saw the river over 
which every soul must pass to 
reach the kingdom of heaven, and 
the name of the river was suffering 
… and I saw the boat that carries 
souls across that river, and the 
name of the boat was love.’”

If the cardinal can easily relate 
these lofty ideas to his readers, 
it is because he himself stands 
soundly on a broad base of hu-
man experience. There are real-life 
stories on almost every page, vi-
gnettes that evidence that this is a 
man who has lived life fully.

Dolan tells about a seminarian 
“just a year behind me” who died 
of cancer, about visiting a parish-
ioner with Lou Gehrig’s disease, 
about a mother he saw dash out 
into traffic to save the child who 
had bolted from her side, about 
a 90-year-old lady he took Holy 

Communion to, about meeting 
Chinese Archbishop Dominic Tang 
who had been imprisoned by the 
communists for more than 20 
years, about being called to the 
morgue to identify the body of a 
man who had committed suicide, 
whose young wife “could not bear 
to identify.”

In Ch. 10, “Obedience,” he writes 
about a young sister who was the 
principal of his parish’s grade 
school whose 
“congregation 
was collapsing, 
reorganizing, 
closing apos-
tolates and in 
seeming disar-
ray.” He asked 
her what she 
thought her 
future would 
hold. She re-
plied, “I don’t 
know and I 
really don’t 
care. How freeing it is not to have 
to worry about my future. That’s 
the gift of obedience.” 

Cardinal Dolan swings easily be-
tween the ethereal and the mun-
dane. He tells us that “A pursuit 
of religious studies will enhance 
our faith. Fides quaerens inttellec-
tum (Faith seeking understand-
ing), as Saint Anselm defined it.” 
Fortunately for his readers, Dolan 
translates the Latin. 

Then, the Cardinal can turn 
right around and explain that 
externals like “apparitions, mir-
acles, prophecies, stigmata” only 

enhance our faith; true faith 
must depend solely on Jesus 
Christ. These signs and wonders, 
“They’re only the sauce, not the 
pasta,” Dolan writes. In Ch. 6, 
“Human Formation.” He presents 
Saint Thomas’ concept of how 
“Grace builds on nature.” God’s 
grace “transforms our nature,” he 
writes, but “we must supply the 
raw material.”

All of the things that he writes 
are about God, about knowing 

Jesus Christ, about becom-
ing saints.

“I can never cease to 
speak of Christ,” he writes 
in Ch. 1. He stresses the 
importance of daily prayer, 
daily Mass, spiritual reading 
and regular confession. He 
has specific steps to increase 
and protect our faith, and he 
outlines the pitfalls on the 
road to humility.

He gives “the three es-
sentials the Master himself 
taught for faithful prayer,” 

namely, “patience, perseverance, 
and persistence.” 

In his final chapter, Cardinal 
Dolan prescribes “Devotion to 
Our Lady.” “Veneration of Mary is 
Christological as we observe the 
old maxim that goes “Ad Jesum 
per Mariam” (to Jesus through 
Mary).

Cardinal Dolan served as pres-
ident of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops and as chairman 
of Catholic Relief Services.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.
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A book with charisma 
By J.E. Helm 

The Sooner Catholic

Christmas Book Wish List

“The Shepherd Who Didn’t 
Run: Father Stanley Rother, 
Martyr from Oklahoma”
By María Ruiz Scaperlanda
Official biography of Blessed 
Stanley Rother
$19.95
www.osv.com or your local 
Catholic bookstore

“Pope Francis 
Wisdom on Love: 
Practical Advice 
for Families”
By USCCB
$11.95
store.usccb.org

New American Bible 
(gift edition)
$29.95
store.usccb.org or your 
local Catholic bookstore

“Edith Stein: The Life 
and Legacy of St. Teresa 
Benedicta of the Cross”
By María Ruiz Scaperlanda
$15.95
www.sophiainstitute.com 
or your local Catholic book-
store

“365 Days to Deeper Faith: The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
in Short Daily Readings”
By USCCB
$24.95
store.usccb.org

Saint Thomas More 
Books & Gifts
7904 N. May Ave., OKC
(405) 842-9911
www.CatholicUnlimited.com
Hours: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. M-F;              
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday
 
Trinity Mercantile LLC 
23 S. Broadway, Edmond,
info@trinitymercantileok.com
Hours: 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
M-W, F; 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday; 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Saturday

The Book Store at Holy 
Family
1010 N.W. 82, Lawton
(580) 536-6351
Hours: Before and after Mass 
on weekends; Special hours 
when classes meet

Saints Market Catholic 
Store
3112 Raven Ridge, Enid
(580) 540-6603
www.catholicgiftstores.com

Cardinal Dolan’s “Called to be Holy” 
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Jobs Box
CMA or med tech aide

Saint Ann Retirement Center is 
seeking a CMA or med tech aide 
for the evening shift and night 
shift. Applicant must be able to 
pass background check & drug 
testing. Benefits for full time staff. 
A 403B is available. Opportunity 
for growth and advancement. Ap-
ply in person at. Saint Ann Re-
tirement Center, 7501 W. Britton 
Road, Oklahoma City, OK 73132, 
(405) 721-0747.

Academic and college counselor 
– OKC

Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 
School seeks an academic and 
college counselor who supports 
goals set for student achieve-
ment and college attendance, and 
invests students and families in 
accomplishing these goals. The 
counselor will focus exclusively 
on the Class of 2022, supporting 
the founding class with academic 
development and college applica-
tions and enrollment. Bachelor’s 
degree required. Master’s degree 
in guidance counseling or valid 
counseling certificate preferred. 
Start June 2018. Apply at www.
cristoreyokc.org/careers.  

Social counselor – OKC 
Cristo Rey OKC seeks a social 

counselor for the 2018-19 school 
year. Social counselors provide 
support for students and help 
guide their social, emotional and 
mental health. Counselors identify 
students who need extra support, 
advocate and develop improvement 
plans, provide counseling to indi-
viduals and small groups, provide 
research and refer students to com-
munity resources and work with/
liaise with the students’ teachers, 
administration and family. Master’s 
degree and Licensed Clinical Social 
Worker (LCSW) or Licensed Profes-
sional Counselor (LPC) required. 
Position starts July 2018. Apply at 
www.cristoreyokc.org/careers.  

Development director – OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School has an immediate opening 
for development director to direct, 
coordinate and execute the school’s 
strategic fundraising plan. The 
director will oversee the day-to-day 
operations of the school’s develop-
ment office and spearhead pub-
lic relations and communication 
efforts for development activities. 
Bachelor’s degree required with 
experience directly related to fund-
raising and managing professional 
staff. Apply at www.cristoreyokc.
org/careers.  

High school dean – OKC 
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School seeks a high school dean to 
further the mission by supporting 
a culture that empowers student 
self-reliance and develops the 
values of faith, knowledge, service 
and purpose. The dean will focus 
on maximizing school-wide aca-
demic growth and student develop-
ment. Bachelor’s degree required. 

Master’s degree with principal 
certification preferred. Position 
starts June 2018. Apply at www.
cristoreyokc.org/careers.

Coordinator of campus minis-
tries, student life – OKC 

Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 
School seeks a coordinator to work 
closely with the principal and 
president/CEO to nurture spiritu-
al and religious life by designing 
and directing high-quality stu-
dent retreats, community service 
opportunities, liturgical events and 
assemblies, and by supporting 
student clubs. Position starts June 
2018. Apply at www.cristoreyokc.
org/careers.  

Communications coordinator
The archdiocese has an imme-

diate opening for a communica-
tions coordinator to be part of the 
Stewardship and Development 
team. The position is responsible 
for managing digital media and 
communications programs related 
to the implementation of the “One 
Church, Many Disciples” cam-
paign. The team is being expanded 
to support the implementation of a 
$55 million comprehensive capital 
fundraising campaign that will be 
implemented in 108 churches. The 
successful candidate will be highly 
organized, have excellent written, 
verbal and social media communi-
cation skills. Familiarity with social 
media platforms required. Send 
resume to nlargent@archokc.org.

Youth camp coordinator
The archdiocese is seeking a 

seasonal coordinator for Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Catholic Youth 
Camp. The coordinator provides 
overall direction and supervision 
for the summer camp program. In-
volves direct and onsite leadership 
of all camp staff members through 
the summer months. Work on the 
camp begins in February, transi-
tioning into full-time hours during 
the summer, and finishing with 
post-camp activity into early Fall. 
Position will run February through 
September. Experience with 
summer camp programming and 
youth ministry required. Requires 
a self-starter who can multi-task 
and communicate with people 
of various ages, backgrounds 
and cultures. Send resume to 
nlargent@archokc.org.

Director of parish life 
St. John Nepomuk, Yukon, is 

seeking a director of parish life. 
The position provides organiza-
tional direction and administrative 
leadership to St. John Nepomuk 
church and school under general 
oversight of the pastor. An ideal 
candidate would a faithful, com-
mitted Catholic who has a bache-
lor’s degree or equivalent in the-
ology, communications, business 
administration, public relations 
or related field; at least five years 
demonstrated competence manag-
ing multiple responsibilities; and 
at least five years successful work 

experience in a parish. Submit 
resume to pastor@sjnok.org.

Director of marriage and family 
life

The archdiocese is seeking a 
full-time director of marriage and 
family life ministry. The position 
includes direct leadership of all 
archdiocesan marriage and family 
life efforts, with oversight of mar-
riage preparation, marriage enrich-
ment and various support services 
to families, including single par-
ents and the divorced. Bachelor’s 
degree in theology or marriage and 
family life required; master’s de-
gree preferred. Previous experience 
in leading family life ministry on 
the diocesan and/or parish level a 
must. Significant background with 
leadership training and ministry 
formation highly desired. Bilingual 
in Spanish a plus. Send resume to 
nlargent@archokc.org.

Director of youth and campus 
ministry

The archdiocese is seeking a full-
time director of youth, young adult 
and campus ministry. The position 
includes direct leadership of all 
archdiocesan youth evangelization 
and discipleship efforts, oversight 
of young adult and campus minis-
try efforts, and the summer youth 
camp program. Bachelor’s degree 
in theology, religious education 
or related field required; master’s 
degree preferred. Previous experi-
ence in leading youth ministry on 
the diocesan and/or parish level a 
must. Significant background with 
leadership training and ministry 
formation highly desired. Bilingual 
in Spanish preferred. Send resume 
to nlargent@archokc.org.

Keyboardist/music director 
St. Robert Bellarmine in 

Jones is seeking a part-time 
keyboardist/music director. 
Liturgical music experience 
is preferred, as is a degree in 
music. Duties would include 
one Sunday Mass, Holy Day 
Masses, occasional funerals, 
quinceañeras and weekly 
choir practice. Contact Fr. 
Danny Grover, strobertb@
gmail.com or Fran Thibodeau, 
(405)399-1727.

Teacher’s assistant – Yukon
St. John Nepomuk School 

in Yukon has an immediate 
opening for a teacher’s assis-
tant in the full day 4-year-old 
PreK program. Send resume 
and application to Natalie 
Johnson, St. John Nepomuk 
School, 600 S. Garth Brooks 
Blvd., Yukon 73099 

Fifth grade teacher – Ponca 
City

St. Mary Catholic School 
has an immediate opening 
for a fifth-grade teacher. Ap-
plicant should be certified in 
Oklahoma. Contact Principal 
Marilyn Nash, (580) 765-
4387.

Music director/organist - Enid 
St. Francis Xavier, Enid, is seek-

ing a full-time music director and 
organist. Degree in music desired. 
Experience and knowledge of the 
music tradition of the Catholic 
Church needed.  Includes wed-
dings, funerals, quincineras and 
Holy Days. Contact Fr. Irwin at 
(580) 237-0812 or frjosephirwin@
yahoo.com.

Field agent
The Knights of Columbus is 

seeking a full-time field agent for 
insurance program in Oklahoma. 
The position works in an assigned 
and exclusive marketing area to 
sell and service insurance and 
retirement products; performs 
needs analysis for assigned mem-
bers and recommends appropriate 
products to meet those needs; and 
develops positive relationships 
with the local councils to help 
recruit new members. Applicant 
must be eligible for membership in 
the Knights of Columbus. Contact 
Kevin Pierce, FICF, general agent, 
Kevin.Pierce@kofc.org, (405) 514-
7660.

Birth Choice volunteers needed
  Birth Choice is in serious need of 
volunteers who will mentor clients 
and help with clerical work. Con-
tact Barbara at (405) 606-8428. 

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.soonercatholic.org.

Sister Mary Kay Dum, B.V.M. 
(Meda), 84, died Nov. 8 at Marian 
Hall in Dubuque, Iowa. 

In the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City, Sister Mary Kay taught 
at Saint 
Charles Bor-
romeo. She 
also taught 
elementa-
ry school 
in Illinois, 
Arizona, 
California, 
Washington 
and Iowa. 

She was 
born in Tulsa on July 12, 1933, to 
William H. and Mary Mead Lang-
ton. She entered the B.V.M. con-
gregation Sept. 8, 1951, from Holy 
Family in Tulsa. She professed first 
vows on March 19, 1954, and final 
vows on July 16, 1959.

Memorials may be given to the 
Sisters of Charity, B.V.M. Support 
Fund, 1100 Carmel Dr., Dubuque, 
Iowa 52003, or online at www.bvm-
cong.org/whatsnew_obits.cfm.

Sister Mary Kay Dum, B.V.M.  



¡Este es realmente un momento emocionante 
para la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City! La 
reciente beatificación del Beato Stanley Roth-
er dio testimonio de la presencia de Dios y la 
vitalidad de la Iglesia aquí en Oklahoma.

La vida 
y el min-
isterio 
del Beato 
Stanley 
nos inspi-
ran a cada 
uno de 
nosotros 
a abrazar 
más ple-
namente 
el llamado 
al dis-
cipulado 
misionero. 
¡Somos 
muy bend-
ecidos por 
su ejemp-
lo! Ahora 
estamos 
llamados a 
construir 
sobre su 
legado.

La cam-
paña Una 
Iglesia, 
Muchos 
Discípulos 
es la cul-
minación 
de muchos 
años de 
planifi-
cación y 
oración y 
centra a 

toda la Iglesia Católica en Oklahoma central y 
occidental en tres prioridades: nueva evangeli-
zación, formación de la fe y ministerio Hispano.

Esta extraordinaria primera campaña en 
la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City responde 

al crecimiento 
explosivo de la 
población católica 
local, el llama-
do de Jesús al 

discipulado 
misionero 
y la re-
spuesta de 
ustedes, 
pueblo fiel 
de la Iglesia. 

La campaña proporcionará fondos 
para un hermoso santuario para el Bea-
to Stanley Rother, la mejora de nuestra 
noble catedral, las necesidades de las 
parroquias locales, la educación de los 
seminaristas, la formación de la fe, la ju-
bilación de los sacerdotes y para ayudar 
a planificar futuras parroquias.

Estoy pidiendo que se unan las 108 
comunidades parroquiales y misioneras 
de la arquidiócesis como una sola iglesia 
para participar en la campaña. A todas 
las familias de las parroquias se les dará 
la oportunidad de ayudar a hacer avan-
zar el Reino de Dios con sus dones de 
tiempo, talento y tesoro.

El éxito de la campaña Una Iglesia, 
Muchos Discípulos solo es posible si 
cada uno de nosotros, en la oración, 
considera hacer un donativo sacrificial. 
Al orar sobre cómo participará, reflexi-
one sobre las muchas bendiciones que 
has recibido de Dios y de qué forma le 
vas a responder. Sepa que estoy per-
sonalmente comprometido a participar 
en este esfuerzo. 

Espero que se unan a mí y ayuden a 
que esta campaña tenga éxito. ¡Gracias 
por abrir su corazón y su mente al men-
saje de Una Iglesia, Muchos Discípulos, 
y por todo lo que usted hace en la vida 
de la Iglesia!
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Una Iglesia, Muchos Discípulos

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

UNA IGLESIA, MUCHOS DISCÍPULOS 
A R C H I D I Ó C E S I S  D E  O K L A H O M A  C I T Y

Vayan y Hagan Discípulos

Cáritas lanza concurso de video para jóvenes sobre 
la pobreza en Ciudad de México

CIUDAD DE MÉXICO – Cáritas 
Arquidiócesis de México lanzó un 
concurso de video para jóvenes sobre 
la pobreza y la solidaridad en la cap-
ital mexicana.

Los temas del concurso, abierto 
para jóvenes de edades entre 12 y 29 
años que vivan en Ciudad de México, 
son “Nuevos rostros de pobreza en 
nuestra ciudad” y “Acciones solidar-
ias en favor del hermano”.

En declaraciones recogidas por 
el Sistema Informativo de la Ar-
quidiócesis de México (SIAME), el 
P. Rubén Sánchez Olmos, Director 
de Cáritas Arquidiócesis de México, 
explicó que en los videos partici-
pantes “se debe mostrar la realidad 
de los nuevos rostros de la pobreza 
en nuestra ciudad y las acciones sol-
idarias que ya se llevan a cabo para 
erradicar este flagelo, mostrando con 
ello el camino para ser agentes de 
cambio y lo que implica salir cada 
uno de su zona de confort para estar 
al lado del que sufre”.

El video podrá ser elaborado de 

manera individual o grupal, con 
equipos de hasta tres personas.

El ganador del concurso será pre-
miado con un drone DJI Spark Mini 
RC. El segundo lugar recibirá un kit 
de cámara deportiva 4K con tarjeta 
de memoria y accesorios, mientras 
que el tercer lugar se llevará un kit 
de cámara deportiva 4K con tarjeta 
de memoria.

Los videos participantes deben ser 
grabados únicamente con disposi-
tivos móviles, como teléfonos celu-
lares, y tienen que ser subidos a la 
plataforma YouTube con la máxima 
resolución posible.

El link del video deberá ser enviado 
al correo electrónico concursoscar-
itascdmx@gmail.com, incluyendo 
el nombre del participante o de los 
integrantes del equipo, la edad, un 
teléfono de contacto y el tema elegido 
con el que participa.

Los ganadores del concurso serán 
anunciados a través del sitio web 
de Cáritas Arquidiócesis de Méxi-
co, www.caritas-mexico.org.mx.Foto Pxhere / Dominio público.
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Los verdaderos discípulos, ¿Serán personas 
amantes de gatos o perros? ¿O quizás otro animal?

De cualquier manera, ¡incluso los amantes de mascotas tienen santos patronos!

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Oficina de 
Ministerio Hispano 

Si bien nues-
tras mascotas 
pueden portarse 
mal, nunca 
pueden ofender 
a Dios porque no 
pueden pecar. 
Su presencia 
alaba a Dios. 

“¡Todo lo que se mueve en las aguas bendigan 
al Señor, cántenle y glorifíquenlo eternamente! 
¡Aves todas del cielo bendigan al Señor, cán-
tenle y glorifíquenlo eternamente! ¡Que todos 
los animales domésticos y las fieras salvajes 
bendigan al Señor, 
cántenle y glorifíquenlo 
eternamente!” (Biblia 
Latinoamérica, Daniel 3, 
79-81).

Dios nos dio la re-
sponsabilidad de cuidar 
toda la creación, inclu-
idos los animales. El 
Catecismo de la Iglesia 
Católica nos llama a 
cuidar y respetar a toda 
la creación, incluidos 
todos los animales que 
en ella están. Aquí hay 
algunos extractos del 
Catecismo para amantes 
de las mascotas tomados de los párrafos 2416 
y 2417:

“Los animales son criaturas de Dios, Él los 
rodea de su solicitud providencial. Por su 
simple existencia, lo bendicen y le dan gloria. 
También los hombres les deben aprecio. Dios 
confió los animales a la administración del que 
fue creado por él a su imagen. Se los puede 
domesticar para que ayuden al hombre en sus 
trabajos y en sus ocios.”

Es importante recordar que estas pequeñas 

criaturas son parte de la creación del Señor, un 
regalo de Dios, y podemos tener amor y afecto 
por ellas siempre y cuando no exageremos y 
comencemos a valorar sus vidas por encima de 
las vidas de nuestros hermanos y hermanas los 
seres humanos.

El mes de noviembre es el Mes Nacional de 
Adopción Mascotas Mayores, sí, los mayores 
que están más allá de masticar sus zapatos y 
arañar todo en la casa. Aplaudo a las famili-
as que le dan la bienvenida a estas pequeñas 
criaturas peludas en sus casas, gatos o perros. 
Pero, para esos tiempos difíciles, cuando los 
animalitos se vuelven traviesos, ¿quiénes son 

los santos patronos de 
los gatos y los perros que 
pueden unirse a nosotros 
para alcanzar del Señor 
su ayuda? Bueno, aquí 
están:

Santa Gertrudis de 
Nivelles, O.S.B.

Santa patrona de los 
gatos

Su biografía comienza 
cuando tenía 10 años. 
El rey vino a una fiesta 
en su casa y le preguntó 
si le gustaría casarse 
con el hijo de un noble. 
Ella dijo: “No”. La joven 

se ofendió y, de una manera no muy educa-
da, afirmó rotundamente que no tendría ni a 
él ni a ningún esposo terrenal, solo a Cristo el 
Señor. ¡Esa es una joven discípula enamorada 
de Cristo!

Más tarde en la vida cumplió su promesa 
y no solo entró en la vida religiosa, sino que 
fundó un monasterio y se convirtió en abadesa. 
Su vida estuvo llena de caridad por los necesit-
ados. Su conexión con los gatos se atribuye a 
una infestación de ratones en el granero de su 

convento. 
Ella oró 
y al día 
siguiente, 
ni un solo 
ratón. 
Entonces, 
quienes la 
rodearon 
llegaron a la conclusión de que cualquiera que 
pueda deshacerse de tantos ratones debe ser 
amiga de los gatos. 

San Rocco
Santo patrón de los perros
Nació en Francia, en la ciudad de Montpel-

lier. Cuando tenía unos 20 años, sus padres 
murieron. Distribuyó todas sus riquezas entre 
los pobres y se convirtió en mendigo y peregri-
no en su camino a Roma para visitar la Ciudad 
Santa. Mientras estaba en Italia, se propagó 
una plaga y cayó enfermo. Fue expulsado de 
la ciudad en la que se encontraba y se fue al 
bosque, y vivió en la naturaleza. Sobrevivió gra-
cias a un manantial milagroso y a un perro que 
apareció y le proporcionó su pan de cada día. 
El perro también lamió sus heridas y lo curó.

Regresó a la ciudad de su nacimiento donde 
fue falsamente acusado y arrestado. Fue envia-
do a prisión. Murió allí y ha sido invocado en 
tiempos de enfermedad, encarcelamiento falso 
y especialmente por los amantes de los perros.

Si no prefieres ni a los gatos ni a los perros, 
y prefieres pájaros o una pecera, entonces tu 
santo patrón es Francisco de Asís. De cualquier 
manera, debemos celebrar a nuestros queridos 
animales y verlos como un regalo amoroso de 
Dios. Si no tienes un amigo peludo de cuatro 
patas, tal vez puedas considerar adoptar una 
mascota mayor durante noviembre.

Saint Gertrude of 
Nivelles, O.S.B.

Saint 
Rocco

WASHINGTON – La Red Católi-
ca de Inmigración Legal (CLINIC, 
por sus siglas en inglés) nunca ha 
tenido escasez de oportunidades 
de entrenar abogados y ciudada-
nos para representar y defender a 
inmigrantes y refugiados.

Sin embargo, dado el volumen 
del año pasado, CLINIC, fundada 
por los obispos estadounidenses, 
pero durante mucho tiempo siendo 
una agencia no lucrativa separa-
da, ha aumentado su programa de 
entrenamientos. 

CLINIC ahora tiene más de 330 
afiliados en toda la nación, dijo 
Jeanne Atkinson, su directora 
ejecutiva, el 16 de noviembre en 
una entrevista telefónica con Cath-
olic News Service desde la sede de 
CLINIC en Silver Spring, Maryland, 
un suburbio de Washington.

No todos los afiliados son católi-
cos en su origen u orientación, dijo 
Atkinson, pero todos comparten 
la misión de CLINIC. “Estamos 

intentando asegurar que cuando 
den servicios legales están dando 
servicios legales de alta calidad de 
una manera profesional”, ella dijo.

“Tenemos la red más grande de 
programas de inmigración en todo 
el país”, dijo Atkinson. Gracias al 
número de afiliados, CLINIC puede 
identificar tendencias. “Si escu-
chamos algo cinco veces es una 
casualidad’, ella añadió. “Si escu-
chamos algo 50 veces, entonces 
algo está mal”. 

Lo que sucedió dentro de las pri-
meras semanas después de la jur-
amentación de Trump, incluyendo 
su primera orden ejecutiva pro-
hibiendo los viajes hacia Estados 
Unidos desde ciertos países, ella 
añadió, “confirmó nuestros peores 
temores. Tuvimos que ir más alto y 
más allá de lo que hacemos todos 
los días”.

El obispo Kevin W. Vann de Or-
ange, California, director de la jun-
ta de directores de CLINIC, elogió la 
agencia en un informe de septiem-
bre para sus compañeros obispos 
sobre las actividades de CLINIC.

“Especialmente en tiempos de 
más retórica deshumanizadora de 
los inmigrantes y de legislación 
hostil de parte de funcionarios 
gubernamentales hacia la comuni-
dad inmi-
grante, la 
misión de 
CLINIC de 
proteger 
los dere-
chos y 
promover 
la dignidad 
de los in-
migrantes 
guía la 
agencia en 
sus ofrecimientos de capacitación 
jurídica, defensa y esfuerzos de 
educación pública para su red de 
proveedores católicos y comunitar-
ios de servicios legales de inmi-
gración”, dijo el obispo Vann.

CLINIC ha desarrollado para las 
familias una guía en nueve idio-
mas para planificación de emer-
gencias relacionadas con inmi-
gración. “Si a usted lo arrestan 

y (agentes de inmigración se lo 
llevan), su hijo podría llegar a casa 
de la escuela y no hay nadie allí. 
¿Qué debe hacer?”, dijo Atkinson. 
La guía orienta a las personas so-

bre lo “qué deben 
hacer y decir”.

El personal tam-
bién opina sobre 
las leyes estatales 
que afectan a 
los refugiados y 
los inmigrantes 
y tiene una guía 
titulada “Conoz-
ca sus Derechos” 
de modo que los 
inmigrantes, sin 

importar su estado legal, entien-
dan mejor. 

CLINIC, aunque es una entidad 
no lucrativa separada, recibe apoyo 
financiero de fuentes católicas, in-
cluyendo una colecta nacional. “La 
gente debería sentirse orgullosa”, 
aunque “sé que algunas perso-
nas se sentirán molestas” con los 
esfuerzos de CLINIC, dijo Atkinson, 
“pero esto es la iglesia en acción”.

CLINIC aumenta capacitación, educación para 
servir mejor a inmigrantes

Por Mark Pattison 
Catholic News Service 
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Briefs

The Catholic Foundation

CORNERSTONE
Donate highly appreciated 

stocks or assets

With the holidays and yearend quick-
ly approaching, now would be a good 
time to discuss an alternative to a cash 
charitable donation. While it’s certainly 
worthwhile when you drop your loose 
change into the collection basket, there 
can be more tax beneficial ways to gift 
larger amounts.

It’s true that a check is the easiest 
way to make a charitable gift to your 
parish, but if an investor wants to make 
a gift and help themselves to a bigger 
tax break, there is a better option. If an 
investor has held an appreciated stock 
or mutual fund for more than one year, 
they can donate those securities to the 
Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma and 
receive a tax deduction for the fair mar-
ket value of the securities, and eliminate 
any capital gains assessments on the fu-
ture sale of the securities. In some cases 
that could be as much as 23.8 percent in 
addition to a savings on your Oklahoma 
income tax.

Is there a time when gifting appreci-
ated securities does make good sense? 
Absolutely. If you’re unable to exactly 
establish when you bought a security 
or not able to easily determine the se-
curity’s cash basis, then it makes sense 
to donate the security. Or, if you’ve got 
a large allocation of appreciated stock, 
then gifting some of it is a very good way 
to lower your risk exposure as well as 
further diversify your portfolio. And, if 
you can’t wait for “step up in basis” that 
occurs at death, then gifting the security 
is one viable option.

If you need income from your stock, 
consider using it to establish a charitable 
gift annuity. You get income for the rest 
of your life. You get a partial tax deduc-
tion on the donation.  And, the Catholic 
Church will receive the residue of the 
annuity fund at your death.

   For more information, contact the foundation office at:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405) 721-4115 n www.cfook.org n  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in your estate plans.

Share your faith with 
our Catholic Youth 

 by giving a Catholic 
School Scholarship – 

and get a Tax Credit! 
With the cost of Catholic School tuition rising, many families can’t afford to send their 
children to Catholic schools. You can help. It is easy. And your gift is rewarded with a 
Tax Credit. A gift to the Catholic Schools Opportunity Scholarship Fund generates a 
Tax Credit. For every dollar you give, you’ll get a state income tax credit of 50% or 
75% of  your gift. (up to a $1,000 credit for individual taxpayers, up to a $2,000 credit 
for married couples filing jointly and up to a $100,000 credit for business entities). It’s 
simple—the more you give, the more you save. If you make a 2 year pledge, you 
receive a 75% tax credit on your gift for both years. A one time gift allows you a 
50% tax credit on your donation. You can get the federal and state charitable de-
ductions, too. The numbers will vary, but here’s an example for someone in the 35 
percent federal tax bracket: 

 
Gift:   .................. $2,000 Gift:………………..$2,000  Gift:  …………$2,000 
 Federal Deduct. .. -700 Federal Deduction   -700 Federal Deduct     -700 
 State Deduct ....... -100 State Deduction   -100 State Deduction   -100 
  ....................... ______ Tax Credit   -1,000 Tax Credit  ......  -1,500 
Net Cost :  .... $1,200.00  $200   ........................ $-300 

    A SAVINGS OF $1000! Make $300 each year! 
 

When St. Paul describes the gifts God has given the church, he includes teaching among 
the most important (1 Cor 12:28). No surprise there. “Go teach!” was the final mandate 
of Jesus. History has long taught that without teachers to announce the Gospel and edu-
cate the young, the church struggles to survive. Evangelization through good teaching is 
essential to Catholic life. Please consider supporting Catholic Schools by making a do-
nation to the Catholic School Opportunity Scholarship Fund today. Thank you for your 
thoughtful gift.  

Donation to Any  
501(c)(3) Charity 

Donation to the Catholic  
Schools Opportunity  
Scholar. Fund (one year 
gift with 50% credit)( 

Donation to the Catholic  
Schools Opportunity  
Scholar. Fund (2 year 
pledge with 75% credit) 

 
Name  ___________________________________________  Spouse  ________________  
 
Address __________________________________________________________________  
 
City, State, Zip  ____________________________________________________________  
 
Email Address  ____________________________________________________________  
 
Social Security # ___________________________________________________________  
(Social Security or tax ID number is required for tax credit.) 
My income tax filing status is:  individual ;     married filing jointly ; corporate entity  

I’D LIKE TO DONATE:   one time gift;       two year pledge   
 _____% Earmark (up to 75%) to a specific Catholic school or schools:  
                       Name of School:  _________________________________________  
Gift Amount:  $2,667;  $2,000;  $1,000;  $500;  $250;  $100 
 Other Amount  $_____________ 
 My check made out to the Catholic Schools Opportunity Scholarship Fund, Inc. is enclosed. 
 
I wish to charge (one-time charge) my gift of $___________________ to my 
 Visa;     MasterCard;     Discover;     American Express 
 
Account #:  _________________________________________________________  
Expiration: _________  3-Digit Security Code:  _________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________  
Signature as it appears on credit card                                                      Date 

Advent organ recital series
Events begin at 3 p.m. at St. 

Francis of Assisi, 1901 N.W. 18. 
On Dec. 10 is Craig Sproat, direc-
tor of music and organist at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Moore; 
and on Dec. 17 is Alvez Barkoskie 
IV, director of sacred music and 
organist at St. Francis of Assisi. 
Free and open to the public.

Branson trip
See “The Miracle of Christmas” 

on a trip to Branson Nov 29; 
includes one night lodging, two 
meals and two shows. $269 pp 
dbl, $319 single. Full payment 
with reservation. Contact Harry 
Kocurek, (405) 340-0691, Ext. 109. 

FOCUS mission trips
The Fellowship of Catholic Uni-

versity Students (FOCUS) will host 
more than 130 trips in nearly 50 
countries during the 2017 – 2018 
academic year. Spring break trip 
applications due Nov. 30; sum-
mer trips applications due Jan. 
15. Full list of trips at focuson-
campus.org/missions.  

Rachel’s Vineyard retreat
Rachel’s Vineyard is a safe place 

to rebuild and redeem hearts 
broken by abortion. The Dec. 
1-3, retreat offers a supportive, 
confidential and non-judgmental 
environment where painful emo-
tions are recognized, and reconcil-

iation and self-forgiveness occur. 
No cost. Pre-registration required. 
Contact (405) 623-3844 or ra-
chelsvineyardokc@gmail.com. 

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference

Registration is open for the 
2018 Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference. The price is $50 until 
Dec. 1. The event will be March 10 
at the Edmond Conference Center. 
Speakers include Immaculée Iliba-
giza, María Ruiz Scaperlanda and 
Donna Heckler. Register at www.
ocwconference.com.

Byzantine icon art show
Holy Family in Lawton is hosting 

a free Byzantine Style Icon show 7 
p.m. - 9 p.m. Dec. 1 in Kirk Hall. 
Features work of local iconogra-

pher Beverly Layton and others. 
Brief presentation about iconog-
raphy as well as a guided tour 
of the larger icons in the church 
and chapel. Light hors d’oeuvres 
served. Contact (580) 536-6351.  

Sympto-Thermal NFP class
Learn Natural Family Planning 

with Andrew and Samantha Mudd, 
certified instructors of the Symp-
to-Thermal Method, 9 a.m. – Noon 
Dec. 2, at St. Charles Borromeo, 
5024 N. Grove Ave., in AB meeting 
room. The full course cost (three 
classes each a month apart) is 
$135. Participants must register 
at ccli.org to receive materials. 
Contact the Office of Marriage and 
Family Life at (405) 721-8944, 
aromero@archokc.org.

November 26, 2017   15Sooner Catholic

November

Pray the Rosary for Life at 
6:30 p.m. at the chapel at 
St. Thomas More, 100 Stin-
son St., Norman. Contact 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com.

“Discipleship with the Saints” 
7 p.m. at St. James, 4201 S. 
McKinley Ave., OKC. Pre-
sentation on St. Francis of 
Assisi. 

Feast of St. Andrew. 

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, Thursdays 7 p.m., 
Catholic Pastoral Center. 
Contact Toni Calvey, (405) 
630-0539, tonicalvey1900@
gmail.com or visit 
www.SpiritOKC.org.

December 

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 
Dec. 1-3. No cost. Pre-reg-
istration required. Contact 
(405) 623-3844 or rachels-
vineyardokc@gmail.com. 

Stroke education class, 11 
a.m. – Noon, St. James, 4201 
S. McKinley Ave., OKC.

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the CPC. Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament 

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

Make it last 
with a Single Premium 

Immediate Annuity from the
Knights of Columbus. 

Properly structured, a Single Premium
Immediate Annuity can guarantee that
your money won’t run out. Working with
your Knights of Columbus field agent, you
can structure your annuity so you can
receive predictable, fixed payments for a
guaranteed number of years — even for life.

Worried that your
retirement money will run out? 

Don’t be.

The Pierce Agency
Kevin Pierce

General Agent
(877) 707-0752

Kevin.Pierce@KofC.org

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E     D I S A B I L I T Y  I N S U R A N C E     L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

Ranked the #1 Agency in the order 
in 2015 and in the U.S. in 2016

at 5:30 p.m.; Sacrament of 
Reconciliation available prior 
to Mass. Mass is at 7 p.m. 
Call (405) 721-8944 or (405) 
528-6252.

Byzantine Style Icon show 7 
p.m. - 9 p.m. Dec. 1 in Kirk 
Hall at Holy Family, Lawton. 

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order 
of St. Teresa of Calcutta, at 
St. Ann Nursing Home, OKC. 
Mass at 9:30 a.m.; meetings 
following. Contact (405) 396-
9086 or (405) 341-2199.

Sympto-Thermal Natural 
Family Planning class, 9 a.m. 
– Noon at St. Charles Borro-
meo, 5024 N. Grove Ave., in 
AB meeting room. Contact 
the Office of Marriage and 
Family Life, (405) 721-8944.

First Sunday of Advent.

St. Francis of Assisi Secu-
lar Franciscan Fraternity of 
Greater OKC meeting, 2 p.m. 
- 4 p.m. at St. Andrew, 800 
N.W. 5, Moore, McConnell 
Room. Contact (316) 558-
0422, billfull@cox.net.

Meeting of the Third Order 
(Lay) Dominicans, 2 p.m. - 4 
p.m. at the Stanley Rother 
House (behind St. James) in 

OKC, for any Catholic layper-
son drawn to religious life. 
Call (405) 330-6334, (405) 
414-9407.

St. Mary Advent Retreat, 
“When the Lord Comes: How 
to Wait; How to Watch” begins 
at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 5-7 at St. 
Mary, 421 S. 7, Ponca City. 
Visit gracethatreigns.com.

Feast of the Immaculate Con-
ception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary – CPC closed. 

The Red Plains Benedictine 
Oblates of Mt. St. Scholastica 
Noon - 2:30 p.m., Rm. A/B, 
St. Charles Borromeo, 5024 
N. Grove Ave. Contact (405) 
635-5665, jmmartinosb@
yahoo.com.
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Students at Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School line up to say thank 
you to veterans attending a special Veterans’ Day assembly. Students from 
the Leadership Class organized the event and hosted a breakfast reception for 
veterans. Navy Capt. Mark McCabe was the guest speaker. Photo provided.

Deacon Roy and Susan Callison of the American Indian Catholic Outreach 
speak during the Council of Catholic Women-Tulsa Diocese meeting on Nov. 16 
in Claremore. To learn more about the AICO, contact Deacon Roy Callison at 
rcallison@archokc.org. Photo provided.

Archbishop Coakley celebrates with the 2017 confirmation class at St. Joseph 
in Blackwell. Photo provided.

Around the 
ARCHDIOCESE

Archbishop Coakley visited students at St. Mark the 
Evangelist and All Saints school in Norman on All 
Saints Day. Photos provided.

St. Joseph in Ada 
celebrate their 68th 
annual smorgasbord 
on Nov. 5. In total, 
they served 1,036 
meals in the parish 
hall. Photos provided.


