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OKLAHOMA CITY — Catholic
Charities celebrated 100 years of
serving the people of God in the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in
early November with a week of
worship, prayer, laughter and
memories, all while looking to the
future with great hope and trust.

The celebration kicked off on
Sunday, Nov. 4 with a Centennial
Mass celebrated by Archbishop Paul
S. Coakley. Principal concelebrants
were Archbishop Emeritus Eusebius
Beltran, Right Rev. Lawrence
Stasyszen, O.S.B., Abbot of  Saint
Gregroy’s Abbey, Father William
Novak, V.G., and Father John
Metzinger, pastor of the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
where the Mass was celebrated.

“I’ve said before, we serve every-
one, not because they are Catholic,

SOUTH BEND, Ind. (CNA/EWTN
News) — Archbishop Carlo Maria
Vigano has told the University of
Notre Dame that there is a concrete
“menace” to religious liberty in the
United States that is advancing
in part because some influential
Catholic public figures and university
professors are allied with those
opposed to Church teaching.

“Evidence is emerging which

demonstrates that the threat to re-
ligious freedom is not solely a concern
for non-democratic and totalitarian
regimes,” he said. “Unfortunately, it
is surfacing with greater regularity
in what many consider the great
democracies of the world.”

The apostolic nuncio, who serves as
the Pope’s diplomatic representative
to the United States, said this is a
“tragedy” for both the believer and

for democratic society.
Archbishop Vigano’s Nov. 4 speech

keynoted the University of Notre
Dame’s Institute for Church Life
conference. He discussed martyrdom,
persecution and religious freedom,
with a particular focus on the United
States.

He cited Catholics’ duties to be
disciples of Christ, not elements of a

Papal Nuncio — Division Undermines Religious
Freedom, is a Tragedy for Both Believer, Society

A Century
of Service
Catholic Charities
Celebrates With
Worship, Laughter
and Memories

“For one hundred years now, the
people of this Archdiocese have shared
in Jesus’ own mission. In as simple
an act as feeding. Washing. Weeping.
Celebrating. Listening. Traveling.
Teaching. Learning. Working.
Growing. Visiting, especially the sick,
the elderly, the infirm, and those on
the margins of society. Just as Jesus
did.”

Cardinal Roger Mahony

Archbishop Paul Coakley celebrates Mass with Archbishop Emeritus Eusebius Beltran con-
celebrating. The Mass was celebrated Nov. 3 in recognition of the Centennial Anniversary of
Catholic Charities in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. (Photo by Cara Koenig)
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Put Out Into the Deep
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During the month of November the liturgy of the
Church and popular devotion turn our attention to what
are traditionally called the Four Last Things: death,
judgment, heaven and hell. This is no morbid fascination.
Rather it is a sober reminder of the transitory nature of
this world and a bold summons to Christian hope. We
began the month celebrating the saints in glory on All
Saints Day. On Nov. 2 we observed the Commemoration of
All the Faithful Departed (All Souls Day), and later in the
month, on the last Sunday of the liturgical year, we will
celebrate the triumphant Solemnity
of Christ the King.

Though we may not like to think
about these ultimate realities, they
are inescapable for each of us. They
remind us of the eternal destiny
that God has prepared for us in
Christ and the eternal conse-
quences of turning our back on
God’s love. St. John of the Cross
wrote, “In the evening of our life,
we shall be judged on our love.”
Perfect love will make possible our
immediate entrance into heaven. Imperfect love will re-
quire purification. A total lack of love will mean eternal
separation from God.

God has made us for heaven where we will discover the
perfect fulfillment of all human longing in supreme and
eternal happiness. We cannot even begin to imagine the joy
God has prepared for us in heaven. The Bible uses images
such as a wedding banquet and the Father’s house to help
us get a glimpse of the happiness of heaven. In heaven we
know that we will enjoy perfect communion in love with
the most Holy Trinity and all of the angels and saints.
Jesus Christ has won this victory for us by his death and
his Resurrection from the dead.

At the other end of the spectrum is the frightful rejection
of love which is hell. The Catechism of the Catholic Church
teaches that “The chief punishment of hell is eternal
separation from God,” (CCC 1035), who alone is our
supreme and ultimate fulfillment. In choosing to persist in
sin, those who are condemned to hell have freely rejected
God’s love and his call to repentance. “God predestines
no one to go to hell.” (CCC 1037). He desires only our
happiness. But he will not and cannot violate our freedom
and force us to love him. In that sense, hell is of our own
making and choosing.

Those who die in the state of friendship with God but
who are not fully perfected in love are assured of salvation,

but they must first under-
go further purification of
the effects of their sins.
Only those who are
perfected in love and holi-
ness are able to bear the
weight of glory and enter
into the presence of the
Most Holy Trinity. This process of purification after death
is called Purgatory. “The Church gives the name

Purgatory to the final purification of
the elect, which is entirely different
from the punishment of the
damned.” (CCC 1031).

We really do not know precisely
what Purgatory is. It is often de-
scribed in terms of a purifying fire.
The image of fire helps us recognize
that perfect love is achieved only
through a painful stripping away of
the remnants of self-centeredness
that cling to us, keeping us from
loving freely and totally.

In the Communion of Saints we are united with fellow
believers on earth, with the suffering souls in Purgatory
as well as the blessed in heaven. In this wonderful
communion of life and love, we are able to assist and be
assisted by the prayers and good works of one another.

The Church is always mindful of the duty to assist those
in Purgatory, especially through the Eucharist. We re-
member the faithful departed in the Eucharistic Prayer of
every Mass. But we also have the opportunity to request
that Masses be offered for the deceased. It is a beautiful
practice and an act of charity to have Masses offered,
especially for our departed loved ones. As an expression of
the mystery of the Communion of Saints, the Church also
permits us to obtain indulgences and apply them in
charity toward the souls in Purgatory.

Though it is our Christian duty to be always mindful
of the faithful departed, the month of November is an
opportune time. On All Souls Day we come to the aid of our
deceased brothers and sisters by special remembrances at
Masses as well as by other local and often colorful ethnic
customs. In many cultures it is the day set aside to visit
the graves of deceased family members. By visiting these
hallowed places we honor the dead and by our prayers we
assist them as they await the fulfillment of their hope,
that is, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting.
Amen.

November and the Four
Last Things
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Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

November 18 — Marriage Anniversary Mass, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 3 p.m.
November 20 — Installation Mass of Bishop James Conley, Diocese of Lincoln, Lincoln, Nebraska.
November 27 — School Mass and Classroom Visits, Sacred Heart School, El Reno, 8:30 a.m.
November 27 — Shared Vision Listening Session for Clergy, Catholic Pastoral Center, 3 p.m.
November 28 — Mutually Shared Vision - Envisioning Team Meeting, Catholic Pastoral Center, 10 a.m.
November 29 — School Mass and Classroom Visits, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School, Edmond, 8:30 a.m.
November 29 — Catholic Charities Board Meeting, Catholic Charities Offices, 11:30 a.m.
November 29 — Vocations Board Meeting, Catholic Pastoral Center, 2 p.m.
November 29 — 50th Anniversary Mass, St. Andrew Church, Moore, 6:30 p.m.
November 30 — Catholic Extension Society Board of Governors Meeting, Chicago, Illinois.
December 1 — Mount St. Mary Dinner and Auction, 6 p.m.
December 2 — Vincent DePaul Society Mass, Catholic Pastoral Center Chapel, 5 p.m.

Luke 5:4

Volume 34, Number 22

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Seminary Burses
A $100 donation was made to the
Father Kirk Larkin Seminary

Burse in memory of Joan Maxchin.

A $50 donation was made to the
Father Kirk Larkin Seminary
Burse by an anonymous donor.

A $300 donation was made to the
Father Joseph Beltran Seminary

Burse by Our Lady’s Cathedral.

God has made us for heaven
where we will discover the
perfect fulfillment of all
human longing in supreme
and eternal happiness. We
cannot even begin to imagine
the joy God has prepared for
us in heaven.
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From Archbishop
Coakley and the 

Envisioning Team….
The Listening Sessions are now

complete. Just because you missed
your chance to attend a meeting
doesn’t mean you can’t give your
input. Archbishop Coakley still
wants to hear from you! Your input
and the inclusion of your thoughts
are important to the success of our
Archdiocese’s future.

You can give your input by
following a few simple steps. Go
online to www.archokc.org, look
for the Listening Sessions form,
complete your answers to the three
questions and submit it per the
instructions on the website.

If you don’t have Internet
access, please answer these three

questions and mail them to the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City,
Attn: Rosemary Lewis, P.O. Box
32180, Oklahoma City, Okla.73123.
What do you most appreciate

about the Archdiocese of Oklahoma
City?
What is your vision for the

Archdiocese in the next five years?
What three priorities should

the Archdiocese name and fulfill
for more effective ministry and
pastoral care within the next two
years?

All responses must be received
by Nov. 30, 2012. If you have any
questions, contact Rosemary Lewis
at (405) 709-2759. Thank you for
taking the time to help make a
difference in the future of our
Archdiocese!

Archbishop Finishes
Listening Sessions
Archdiocese still needs parishioners’ input

U.S. Army and Korean War veteran Carlton Edwards, 83, salutes during a
ceremony held in observance of Veterans Day at the Long Island State
Veterans Home in Stony Brook, N.Y., Nov. 9. Marked officially on Nov. 11, the
holiday honors all veterans of the U.S. armed forces. (CNS photo/Gregory A.
Shemitz) 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Voters
in Maine, Washington state and
Maryland approved ballot measures
legalizing same-sex marriage Nov. 6.
In Minnesota, voters rejected a state
constitutional amendment to define
marriage as only a union between a
man and woman.

The Catholic bishops in each
state had urged voters to uphold the
traditional definition of marriage
between one man and one woman and
warned that religious liberties could
be threatened by legalizing same-sex
marriage.

Maryland and Washington voters
upheld laws permitting same-sex
marriage that were passed earlier in
the year by their legislatures and
signed by their governors, but
challenged in the referendum process.
Minnesota’s action does not make
same-sex marriage legal. There is
still a state law banning it, but by
rejecting the constitutional amend-
ment, voters cleared the way for
the Legislature or courts to move to
permit such marriages.

Thirty other states have passed
laws prohibiting same-sex marriages.
Previously six states and the District
of Columbia had allowed same-sex
marriages through legislative action
and court rulings. Voters in Maine
approved a referendum authorizing
same-sex marriage, a measure that
bypassed courts and the Legislature,
and reversed a 2009 referendum
banning such unions.

Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone
of San Francisco, chairman of the
U.S. Bishops Subcommittee for the
Promotion and Defense of Marriage,
called for renewed efforts to
strengthen and protect marriage and
family life and expressed gratitude to
marriage protection supporters.

Election Day was a disappointing
one for marriage, he said.

“The meaning of marriage, though,

cannot be redefined because it lies
within our very nature.

“No matter what policy, law or
judicial decision is put into place,
marriage is the only institution that
unites a man and a woman to each
other and to any children born of
their union,” he said. “It is either this,
or it is nothing at all.”

“In a society marked by increasing
poverty and family fragmentation,
marriage needs to be strengthened,
promoted and defended, not rede-
fined. I hope and pray that political
leaders, judges and all people will
seek to honor this foundational and
common sense truth of marriage,” the
archbishop said.

In Maryland, Baltimore Archbishop
William E. Lori was among the most
vocal leaders of the campaign to
defeat the referendum, and he
expressed disappointment in the vote.

“I think that vote will prove not to
have been for the common good of
our state,” he said in a statement.
The Maryland Catholic Conference,
which advocates for public policy on
behalf of the state’s bishops, joined
the Maryland Marriage Alliance in
efforts to overturn the law.

Archbishop Lori praised the
advocates’ work over the past year.

“So much hard work went into this,
and I’m very, very grateful to every-
one who worked so hard,” he said. “We
will continue to witness to the values
of marriage as understood as the
union of one man and one woman, as
the most sound, secure and loving
way to bring children into the world.”

The Catholic conference said:
“Regrettably, Marylanders decided by
the narrowest of margins not to re-
peal the law that redefines marriage.”

With 99.8 percent of the Maryland
vote tallied, 52 percent, or 1,258,952
voters, approved the same-sex
marriage measure, compared to
48 percent, or 1,156,570 voters, who
rejected it.

The language of the ballot measure
“masked the fact that this law does
not simply assign civil benefits to gay
and lesbian couples, but drastically
dismantles in our state law the
fundamental family unit of mother,
father and child,” the conference said.

“The people of Maryland were
promised that this law would protect
religious institutions and individuals
who believe marriage is the union
of one man and one woman, and
we will remain vigilant in ensuring
that those promises are upheld,” it
added.

The Catholic Church not only
opposes the legalization of same-sex
marriage, it also teaches that any
sexual activity outside of marriage is
sinful.

Bishop Richard J Malone, who is
administrator of the Diocese of
Portland, Maine, said in a statement
he was deeply disappointed in the
outcome in his state.

“I am deeply disappointed that a
majority of Maine voters have rede-
fined marriage from what we have
understood it to be for millennia by
civilizations and religions around the
world,” said the bishop, who in August
was installed to head the Diocese
of Buffalo, N.Y. He thanked “the
Catholic faithful who did not abandon
Catholic teachings on the nature of
marriage.”

Maine’s voters agreed to repeal the
same-sex marriage ban by a vote of
53 percent, or 369,319 votes, to 47
percent against, or 333,024 votes.
In efforts to persuade voters to oppose
legalizing the marriages, the bishops
of Washington had issued video
statements and a pastoral statement
opposing the referendum.

Washington voters approved the
referendum by 52 percent, or
1,104,025 votes, with 48 percent,
or 1,020,812 votes, against it.
In Minnesota, the result was 51.2
percent, or 1,506,048 votes, against an
amendment to define marriage as
only a union between a man and
woman, compared to 47.6 percent, or
1,399,813 votes, who supported the
measure.

Archbishop John C. Nienstedt of St.
Paul and Minneapolis wrote in a
column in the archdiocesan news-
paper, The Catholic Spirit, that the
church’s “effort to support God’s
unchanging plan for marriage is not a
campaign against anyone but rather a
positive effort to promote the truth
about marriage as a union between
one man and one woman.”

Contributing to this report was
Maria Wiering in Baltimore.

Voters in Three States Approve Same-Sex Marriage Laws

A sign asking voters to reject same-sex marriage is seen near the entrance to St. Joseph
Church in Largo, Md., Nov. 3. Voters approved the measure in the Nov. 6 general
election. (CNS photo/Nancy Phelan Wiechec)

By Patricia Zapor
Catholic News Service



President Obama’s re-election
and the prospect of a second
Obama administration, freed from
the constraints imposed by the
necessity of running for re-election,
have created a crisis for the
Catholic Church in the United
States. In the thought-world and

vocabulary of the
Bible, “crisis” has
two meanings: the
conventional sense
(a grave threat)
and a deeper sense
(a great moment of
opportunity). Both
are applicable to
the Church in
America these next
four years.

The immediate threat, of course,
is the HHS (Health and Human
Services) mandate requiring
Catholic institutions and Catholic
employers to include coverage of
contraceptives, sterilizations and
abortifacient drugs in the health
insurance offered to their em-
ployees. The legal challenges
mounted against this obvious
violation of the first freedom,
religious freedom, may well be
vindicated. But with Obamacare
now seemingly set in concrete, the
Church will face a host of such
implementing “mandates” and it
will be imperative to contest those
that are morally unacceptable,
time and time again. Authentically
Catholic health care in America is
now in mortal danger, and it is
going to take a concerted effort to
save it for future generations.

A further threat comes from the
gay insurgency, which will press
the administration to find some
way to federalize the marriage
issue and to compel acceptance of
the chimera of “gay marriage.”
Thus it seems important to
accelerate a serious debate within
American Catholicism on whether
the Church ought not to pre-
emptively withdraw from the civil
marriage business, its clergy de-
clining to act as agents of govern-
ment in witnessing marriages for
purposes of state law.

If the Church were to take this
dramatic step now, it would be
acting prophetically: it would be
challenging the state (and the
culture) by underscoring that what
the state means by “marriage” and
what Catholics mean by “marriage”
are radically different, and that
what the state means by
“marriage” is wrong. If, however,
the Church is forced to take this
step after “gay marriage” is the law
of the land, Catholics will be
pilloried as bad losers who’ve
picked up their marbles and fled
the game — and any witness-value
to the Church’s withdrawal from
the civil marriage business will
be lost. Many thoughtful young
priests are discussing this
dramatic option among themselves;
it’s time for the rest of the Church
to join the conversation.

Yet another threat to the in-
tegrity of the Church comes from
the re-election of a vice president

of the United States who has
declared “transgender discrimina-
tion” to be “the civil rights issue
of our time”; who has openly
celebrated the abortion license;
who has grossly misrepresented
the Church’s teaching on the life
issues; and who is, in myriad ways,
an ecclesial embarrassment. So are
Catholic members of the House
and Senate who not only vote
against truths known by moral
reason, but then have the gall to
justify their irresponsibility by a
faux commitment to “pluralism” or,
worse, by recourse to what they
are pleased to call “social justice
Catholicism.”

Thus pastors and bishops must
continue to explain why the life
issues are “social justice issues,”
and indeed priority “social justice

issues.” And some effective way
must be found to make clear,
publicly, that men and women like
Vice President Joe Biden and Rep.
Nancy Pelosi are living an auto-
defined Catholicism so incoherent-
ly that their communion with the
Catholic Church is severely
damaged. Absent such clarity, ill-
catechized Catholic voters will
continue to misunderstand both
the nature of discipleship and the
responsibilities of citizenship.

As for the opportunity embedded
in this crisis, it is nothing less
than to be the Church of the
New Evangelization, full-throttle.
Shallow, tribal, institutional-
maintenance Catholicism is
utterly incapable of meeting the
challenges that will now come at
the Catholic Church from the most

aggressively secular administra-
tion in American history. Only
a robustly, unapologetically
evangelical Catholicism, winsomely
proposing and nobly living the
truths about the human condition
the Church teaches, will see us
through the next four years.
Radically converted Christian
disciples, not one-hour-a-week
Catholics whipsawed by an ever
more toxic culture, are what this
hour of crisis, in both senses of the
term, demands.

George Weigel is a Distinguished
Senior Fellow of the Ethics
and Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column
is distributed by the Denver
Catholic Register, the official
newspaper of the Archdiocese of
Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Pope Benedict XVI congratu-
lated U.S. President Barack
Obama on his re-election, say-
ing that he prayed the ideals
of freedom and justice that
guided America’s founders
might continue to flourish.

The Vatican did not make
public the full text of the
Pope’s telegram to Obama,
which was sent via
Archbishop Carlo Maria
Vigano, the apostolic nuncio
to the United States, Nov. 7.

“In the message, the Holy
Father sent his best wishes
to the president for his new
term and assured him of
his prayers that God might
assist him in his very great
responsibility before the
country and the international
community,” the Vatican said
in a statement.

The Pope also told Obama
he was praying that “the
ideals of liberty and justice
that guided the founders of
the United States of America
might continue to shine” as
the nation goes forward, the
statement said.

In remarks to reporters,
Jesuit Father Federico
Lombardi, Vatican spokesman,
voiced hopes that Obama
would also promote “a culture
of life and religious freedom.”

It is the hope of everyone
that President Obama “respond
to the expectations” of the
American people and “serve law
and justice for the well-being
and growth of every person, by
respecting essential human and
spiritual values and by promot-
ing the culture of life and
religious freedom, which have
always been so precious in the
tradition of the American people
and their culture,” the priest
said.

U.S. Catholic bishops have

been at odds with Obama over
his support for legalized abortion
and his administration’s plan to
require that the private health
insurance plans of most Catholic
institutions cover surgical
sterilization procedures and
artificial birth control, which are
forbidden by the church’s moral
teaching.

The role of president of the
United States is “an immense

responsibility not just for the
great nation, but for the whole
world, given the United States’
role on the world stage,” Father
Lombardi said, expressing hopes
that the president would be able
to “find the best ways to promote
the material and spiritual well-
being of all and effectively
promote integral human develop-
ment, justice and peace in the
world.”
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Obama Re-election Creates a Crisis for Catholic Church

U.S. President Barack Obama and first lady Michelle Obama walk with Pope
Benedict XVI at the Vatican in 2009. (CNS photo/Reuters)

By George
Weigel

Pope Sends President Telegram with Prayer for Freedom, Justice

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
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Archbishop Paul S. Coakley thanked and congratulated Archdiocesan
Deacons who are celebrating ordination anniversaries. Pictured with the
archbishop are retirees Joe Forgue, Joe Dubey, Ray LaChance and Lucio
Nieto (pictured above). The Diaconate Class of 1992, pictured at left, was
recognized for 20 years of diaconal service and included Tony Crispo, Roy
Ellison, Richard Robinson and John Warren. The Class of 2002 recognized
for 10 years of diaconal service is pictured below and included Paul Albert,
Bart Brashears, Richard Fahy, Bill Gorden, Robert Heskamp, Anthony Le,
Paul Lewis, Sherman “Mac” McKaskle, Norm Mejstrik, Sang Ninh, John
Pigott, John Teague, Ray Wallace and James Warnke.

Diaconate Service

Don’t Let Dec. 31 Sneak Up on You
With this year’s challenges and accomplishments still fresh in your mind, now is a

good time to review and update your estate plans. To help you in this process, here is a
checklist of estate planning actions for you to go over as the end of the year nears:
Review your current will and trusts. Should these documents be updated because of

major changes in your life, such as births or deaths, or moves, etc?
Take inventory and make a written record of the contents of any safe-deposit box.

Give a copy to a trusted family member. 
Review the beneficiary designations for your life insurance and retirement plans to

make sure your beneficiary isn’t someone who is now deceased.
Make sure your durable power of attorney for health care and living will are current.
Be sure you are comfortable with the guardian named in your will for minor children

or disabled loved ones under your care. 
Finish charitable contributions by Dec. 31. 
As you think about special holiday gifts for family and friends, remember that

making charitable gifts to the Catholic Foundation in their honor can be a heartwarming
experience that also offers you tax benefits. 

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in Your Estate Plans

For more information on Planned Giving, contact:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405)721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@catharchdioceseokc.org

CORNERSTONE

Drawing on the success of last
year’s program, the 2012 Estate
Planning Course offered by
the Catholic Foundation for
attorneys, accountants, financial
planners and trust officers was a
big success.

Registrations totaled 142 for
the event, which was held at the
Catholic Pastoral Center with a
mix of Catholic and non-Catholic
professionals in attendance.

The purpose of the course is
not only to offer continuing
education in the area of estate
planning, but also to familiarize
area professionals about the
works of the Catholic Foundation
in charitable planned giving.

This year’s presenter was
Charles D. “Skip” Fox IV from
the law firm of MaguireWoods,
from Charlottesville, Va. Fox
presented topics that included
recent developments in the
estate, gift, generation-skipping
tax and fiduciary income tax
fields; tax and non-tax issues
in closely held business
succession planning; asset
protection planning; and top 10
ethical challenges facing estate
planners.

This course was approved by
the Mandatory Continuing Legal
Education Commission of
Oklahoma for a maximum of 4.00
credit hours, of which 1.00 hour
is credit covering ethics. This
course was also approved by the
Certified Financial Planners
Board for 4.00 credit hours of
continuing education. Attendance
certificates were available for
accountants to also use toward
CPA continuing education credit.

CFO Estate
Planning
Course ‘Big’
Success
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The 25th annual collection for the
Retirement Fund for Religious will
be taken up Dec. 8-9, 2012, in the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

The parish-based appeal is coordi-
nated by the National Religious Re-
tirement Office (NRRO) in Washing-
ton, D.C., and offers financial
support for the day-to-day care of
over 34,000 senior Catholic sisters,
brothers and religious order priests.

Last year, the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City contributed
$114,795.35 to the collection. In
2012, the Benedictine Fathers and
Carmelite Sisters of St. Therese of
the Infant Jesus received financial
assistance. Religious who serve or
have served in the archdiocese but
whose communities are based else-
where may also benefit from RFR.

The collection was initiated
in 1988 by Catholic Bishops of
the United States. Proceeds are
distributed to eligible religious
communities to help underwrite re-
tirement and health-care expenses.
Nearly 95 percent of donations
directly support senior religious and
their communities.

Contributions to the 2011 appeal
totaled $27.4 million, enabling
NRRO to distribute $23 million in
financial assistance to 453 religious
communities. Another $2.9 million
was disbursed to assist religious
communities with the greatest
needs and to support ongoing
education in retirement and elder-
care delivery. Since the collection
began, American Catholics have
donated over $671 million to
support senior religious.

“Words cannot express our
gratitude,” said NRRO Executive
Director and Precious Blood Sister
Janice Bader. “We are humbled by
the generous and prayerful support
that so many people share with our
elder religious each year.”

Despite the unparalleled
generosity to the collection,
religious communities continue to
face significant challenges in
meeting the high costs of care. Last
year’s distributions amounted to
approximately $907 per eligible
religious. Yet the average annual
cost of care for a senior religious
stands at $37,200 per person, while
skilled care can exceed $56,000. In
2011 alone, the total cost of care for
women and men religious was over
$1.1 billion.

Religious communities are
financially autonomous and thus
responsible for the care and
support of their elder members.
Traditionally, senior religious
worked for small stipends, and any
surplus income was often reinvested
in community ministries. As a
result, many religious communities
now lack adequate savings for
retirement and elder care. Annual
distributions from RFR offer
religious communities supplemental
retirement funding and help to
furnish various necessities, such
as prescription medications and
nursing care.

“Our goal is to help religious
communities develop retirement
strategies that will enable them to
care for their senior members today
and in the years to come,” said
Sister Bader.

For more information about RFR,
go online and visit www.retired-
religious.org.
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Annual Retirement Fund
Collection Set for Dec. 8-9

In 1988, Catholic Bishops of
the United States launched the
Retirement Fund for Religious
(RFR) to address the significant
lack of retirement funding for
Catholic sisters, brothers and
priests in religious orders. The
National Religious Retirement
Office (NRRO), formerly the Tri-
Conference Retirement Office,
was established to coordinate
the annual collection and
to distribute the proceeds of
this collection to religious
communities in need.

The crisis in retirement fund-
ing can be attributed to in-
sufficient retirement savings,
rising health-care costs and de-
clining income. Traditionally, reli-
gious worked for small stipends
that furnished only the basics
of daily living. As a result, a ma-
jority of religious communities
now lack adequate savings for
retirement. At the same time, the
cost of care continues to increase.
Care costs have exceeded $1
billion annually for each of the
last three years.

Younger religious’ income now
supports a large portion of elder-
care expenses. In the coming
years, however, this will no
longer be the case as more
religious reach retirement age
and leave compensated ministry.
By 2022, religious past age 70
will outnumber those under age
70 by roughly four to one.

In addition to sponsoring the
annual appeal, the National Re-
ligious Retirement Office offers
assessment tools, educational
programming, services and
resources that enable religious
communities to evaluate and
prepare for long-term retirement
needs. The office also coordinates
an extensive network of
volunteer consultants, including
experts in elder care and
financial planning, to help
religious communities plan for
the ongoing care of senior
members.

The NRRO is sponsored by the
Conference of Major Superiors of
Men, the Council of Major
Superiors of Women Religious,
the Leadership Conference of
Women Religious and the United
States Conference of Catholic
Bishops.

For more information, visit
www.retiredreligious.org.

Funds Help
Elder Religious
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LAWTON — The Year of Faith
got off to a great start for Holy
Family Catholic Church. A
group consisting of parents and
children named “Ecclesiolae” —
Latin for “Little Church,” met
for food, family discussion
and a family activity so as to
strengthen the “little church” at
home. Discussing the faith and
traditions of the church will
be the focus at future monthly
meetings.

The subject of the evening
relates to the family activity,
where parents discuss and teach
their children about the faith and
traditions of the church.

At the most recent meeting,
parents discussed their children’s
baptismal stories with them as
they decorated a candle, symbolic

of their own baptismal candles.
As the night ended, the group
chanted Compline (night prayers)
in the chapel and Father Philip
Seeton blessed the baptismal
candles for the families to be used
at home.

The continuation of the little
church at home is encouraged by
the church in ways that exemplify
faith in action and not just words.
Daily family prayer, celebration
of patron saints and feasts days
and demonstrating love and
affection among family members
are encouraged as examples.

Father Seeton encouraged
families to create an altar at
home with images of the Holy
Family and crucifix, but more
importantly, to pray together as a
family.

In 1799, Pierre-François
Bouchard discovered an un-
important-seeming stone while on
an archeological dig in Egypt. This
stone, discovered near the town of
Rosetta in the Nile Delta, revealed
the key for deciphering Egyptian
hieroglyphics. The stone sat in
plain view for at least a thousand
years before the right person saw
its real value.

Most Catholics have two
“Rosetta Stones” in their homes,
stones that hold the keys to a
richer, more profound life in
Christ. Sadly, many people don’t
know how to translate the
contents in order
to possess these
riches. These two
“stones” are the
Holy Bible and the
Catechism of the
Catholic Church.

Happily, many
Catholics actively
and fruitfully
engage in Bible
study. The
Catechism is a different matter.
When I discuss studying the
Catechism, most people sound like
extras from a Godzilla movie,
running in terror from this in-
timidating green tombstone-size
book. I’m here to tell you that you
have nothing to fear from the
Catechism. Once you understand
how it’s constructed, studying it is
a snap. Here’s how.

First, let’s deal with the
elephant in the room. When the
Holy See published the Catechism
in 1992, the reception was cool to
say the least. Many commentators
looked at the text and said, “This
is a reference book for clergy
and educators.” In essence, the
message was the average Catholic
didn’t need a Catechism, much
less read it. Interestingly, though,
Blessed John Paul II, in his letter
of promulgation, made a different
observation. He wrote, “… I ask
all the Church’s pastors and the

Christian faithful to receive this
catechism in a spirit of communion
and to use it assiduously in fulfill-
ing their mission of proclaiming
the faith and calling people to the
Gospel life.” The Holy Father
intended the Catechism as a key
tool in the work of the New
Evangelization. Pope Benedict,
who worked on the Catechism,
renews this hope and intention for
all Catholics during this Year of
Faith.

Second, what’s all in there? The

Catechism is broken down into
four main parts: Creed, Liturgy
and Sacraments, Morality and
Prayer. Rather than thinking of
our Faith as separate compart-
ments, this structure highlights
how the Church’s doctrine inter-

twines. What we believe, as stated
in the Creed, affects how we
worship, as expressed in the
Church’s sacraments. Our worship
brings to a living encounter with
Christ, which then requires us to
live the moral life, as authentic
disciples. Lastly, we experience
the life to come through the life of
prayer, which, of course, binds the
other three together.

Each main part is divided into
various sections and chapters.
At the end of each chapter, the

Catechism reviews what was
discussed in the “In Brief ” section.
The “In Brief ” section can provide
reinforcement and even a tool for
memorization of what you have
read. Each main paragraph is
headed with a black, bold-faced

number. These paragraph numbers
are the same in every edition of
the Catechism. When you look up
something in the Catechism, you
are looking for this paragraph
number and not the page number.
The next thing you will notice is
a series of numbers printed in
lighter print in the margin of the
page. These point to relevant
cross-references for the paragraph.
These cross-references are one of
the most unique features of the
Catechism. They allow the reader
to immediately draw a connection
between disparate parts of the
overall presentation. Also, the
Catechism includes footnotes
providing the source of the
quotations in the text. Perhaps
a little test drive will make this
clearer.

Pull down your Catechism and
open it to Paragraph 678.
Remember you’re looking for the
number in the bold-faced print, not
the page number. You found the
correct paragraph if you are read-
ing about Jesus as judge of the
living and the dead. Look in the
margin and you will see the
following italized number: 1470.
Turn to Paragraph 1470 and you
will see that the Sacrament of
Penance relates to the final
judgment by Christ. Go back to
Paragraph 678 and will see five
footnotes numbered 581–585. The
footnotes show that the Catechism
draws from the Sacred Scripture,
the Church Fathers, and other
papal and church documents.

Unlike any other topic we learn
about, the Faith stands apart in
one key respect. When we engage
the Faith, with our best efforts,
in the spirit of loving desire, we
don’t encounter a something; we
encounter Someone. We encounter
the person of Jesus Christ, sent by
the Father, in the power of the
Holy Spirit. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church serves a sure
norm for our Faith and a trusty
guide in our search.

What Am I Supposed to Do With This Thing?

By Father
Shane Tharp

Holy Family Parishioners Begin
Year of Faith with Food, Family

“The ‘door of faith’
(Acts 14:27) is always
open for us, ushering

us into the life of 
communion with God

and offering entry
into his Church.”—
Pope Benedict XVI,

Apostolic Letter Porta
Fidei for the Indiction

of the Year of Faith.



but because we are Catholic,” said Archbishop
Coakley in his homily. He said serving all is what
“Christ’s love demands of us.”

Archbishop Coakley said the “love of Christ
inspires us to do what we do” and it is that love
that distinguishes the work of Catholic Charities
from other social service agencies.

The work of Catholic Charities, the Archbishop
said, “flows from the Eucharist, it flows from the
Cross.”

The celebration continued on Wednesday, Nov. 7
when Cardinal Roger Mahony, Archbishop
Emeritus of  the Archdiocese of Los Angeles,
celebrated Mass at Saint Eugene Catholic School.
The Mass was celebrated in Spanish. Later that
day, Cardinal Mahony met with the student body
at Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School. A
lively discussion was held between the cardinal
and several McGuinness students, mostly over the

issue of immigration.
It was the issue of immigration that Cardinal

Mahony touched on again later that evening when
he addressed several hundred gathered for a
Centennial Appreciation Dinner at the Skirvin
Hotel in downtown Oklahoma City.

Archbishop Coakley introduced Cardinal
Mahony. The following is a portion of his
comments. To read the full text, visit the Sooner
Catholic website.

In our own day, the word “charity” sometimes has
negative connotations. People are sometimes
referred to as “charity cases.” We give “charitable
contributions” from our surplus. What we have no
further use for, we pass on to “charitable organiza-
tions” or to “charity.” But in our Catholic tradition,
“charity” is a rich and multi-layered term. It is a
strong word. Charity is a virtue. As such it is an
action, an activity. As a theological virtue, charity is

a human activity made possible by God’s gift. But it
is still a human action. Charity is self-sacrificial
love; the love that pours itself forth in concrete
action which comes to the aid of another, of others,
in their need. It is not a love that gives of one’s
surplus, from one’s abundance. Charity is the kind
of love that keeps on loving even when it hurts.

This is the love that is seen, touched and heard
in Christ the Servant, especially the Suffering
Servant who cries “I thirst” (sitio) from the cross.
And it is the Church as a whole, not just this or
that member, which is called to share in the mys-
tery of Christ the Servant through direct service of
those in need, both in the Church and beyond.

Through the Incarnation (celebrated pre-emi-
nently at Christmas — now just around the corner)
God became part of our eating and drinking, our
sickness, our joy, our delight, our passion, our dying,
our death. But all this was precisely for the purpose

of drawing us out of ourselves so as to participate
in the very life of God by direct service of those in
need.

Through the Incarnation, God’s love is manifest,
present to us. Jesus is the very life and presence of
God with us, especially with those who are last and
least.

For one hundred years now, the people of this
Archdiocese have shared in Jesus’ own mission. In
as simple an act as feeding. Washing. Weeping.
Celebrating. Listening. Traveling. Teaching.
Learning. Working. Growing. Visiting, especially
the sick, the elderly, the infirm, and those on the
margins of society. Just as Jesus did.

While the Catholics in Oklahoma make up only
about 5 percent of the total population, yet your
presence and effectiveness across the state has
been precisely because of your extraordinary works
of charity and service. A review of your website

highlights the many programs and services
which you have carried out on behalf of all
people in the state over these one hundred
years. Your many and varied programs offer
great comfort and hope for so many people:
Adoption and Pregnancy programs, the Holy
Family Home, Faithful Community Nursing,
Disaster Relief, St. Joseph’s Counseling, Parish
Outreach, Sanctuary for homeless women
and children, Social Justice Efforts, Refugee
Resettlement, Family Hope, Sponsored
Housing and Immigration Services.

Catholics in your state are regarded highly
because of your deep commitment to live out
Jesus’ command: “I give you a new command-
ment: Love one another. As I have loved you,
so you also should love one another.” (John
13:34).
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political or secular ideology. He lamented
the fact that many Catholics are publicly
supporting “a major political party”
that has “intrinsic evils among its basic
principles.”

“There is a divisive strategy at work
here, an intentional dividing of the
Church; through this strategy, the body of
the Church is weakened, and thus the
Church can be more easily persecuted,”
the nuncio said.

Archbishop Vigano observed that some
influential Catholic public officials and
university professors are allied with forces
opposed to the Church’s fundamental
moral teachings on “critical issues” like
abortion, population control, the redefini-
tion of marriage, embryonic stem cell
research and “problematic adoptions.”

He said it is a “grave and major
problem” when self-professed Catholic
faculty at Catholic institutions are the

sources of teachings that conflict with
Church teaching on important policy
issues rather than defend it.

While Archbishop Vigano noted
that most Americans believe they are
“essentially a religious people” and still
give some importance to religion, he also
saw reasons this could change.

He said that the problem of persecution
begins with “reluctance to accept the
public role of religion,” especially where
protecting religious freedom “involves
beliefs that the powerful of the political
society do not share.”

The nuncio said it is “essential” to pray
for a just resolution to religious freedom
controversies, including the controversy
over the new federal mandate requiring
many Catholic employers to provide
morally objectionable insurance coverage
for sterilization and contraception, includ-
ing some abortion-causing drugs.

The issues that the Catholic bishops
have identified in this mandate are “very
real” and “pose grave threats to the
vitality of Catholicism in the United
States,” Archbishop Vigano said.

The nuncio also discussed other
religious liberty threats.

He cited a Massachusetts public school
curriculum that required young students
to take courses that presented same-sex
relations as “natural and wholesome.”
Civil authorities rejected parents’
requests for a procedure to exempt their
children from the “morally unacceptable”
classes.

“If these children were to remain in
public schools, they had to participate in
the indoctrination of what the public
schools thought was proper for young
children,” the archbishop said. “Put
simply, religious freedom was forcefully
pushed aside once again.”

Catholic Charities agencies have also
been kicked out of social service programs
because they would not institute policies
or practices that violate “fundamental
moral principles of the Catholic faith.”

During his speech, Archbishop Vigano
cited several countries that have
witnessed severe persecution like China,
Pakistan, India and the Middle East. He
praised the martyrs past and present who
would not compromise on “the principles
of faith.”

While some forms of persecution are
violent and cruel, others aim to in-
capacitate the faith by encouraging people
to renounce their beliefs or the public
aspects of their faith, in the face of “great
hardships.”

Fidelity to God and the Church has
“hastened martyrdom and persecution for
many believers of the past, and of today,”
he said.

“In all of these instances, we see that
the faithful persist in their fidelity to
Jesus Christ and his Holy Church! For
throughout her history, the Church has
gained strength when persecuted,” the
archbishop said.

Religious liberty is a human, civil and
natural right that is not conferred by the
state, he said, adding “religious freedom is
the exercise of fidelity to God and his Holy
Church without compromise.”

“What God has given, the servant state
does not have the competence to remove,”
Archbishop Vigano affirmed.

Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano,
apostolic nuncio to the United States,
talks with a member of the U.S. Bishops
Conference during the bishops’ annual
fall meeting in Baltimore Nov. 13.
(CNS photo/Nancy Phelan Wiechec)
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OKLAHOMA CITY —
Christ the King Catholic
Church and School
celebrated the 50th an-
niversary of the dedication
of its church building on
Sunday, Nov. 11 with Mass
and the blessing of a
newly-built junior high
building.

Archbishop Paul S.
Coakley celebrated Mass
for the anniversary. In his
homily he reminded the
parishioners that “God
more than satisfies the
deepest desires of our
hearts … God, in his good-
ness, faithfulness, mercy,
and love, will never be out-
done in generosity.” The
Archbishop encouraged
the congregation to
respond to God’s generosity
by demonstrating their
faith in daily life.

The Mass featured
special orchestration ac-
companying the wonderful
adult choir as they sang
Mozart’s triumphant
“Sparrow Mass,” under the
direction of Ken Southard
and Christ the King
organist and music director
Edwin Day. The St. Gregory
Student Choir of Christ the
King School performed joy-
fully at the Mass, under the direction of music teacher Dallas
Gambrell.

Following Mass, the celebration continued with a pro-
cession to the new junior high building for its dedication and
blessing by Archbishop Coakley. Students at the school read
from the Scriptures and offered petitions for families and
teachers. Then Archbishop Coakley went through the class-
rooms to sprinkle holy water for a final blessing.

A reception followed in the Tommy Wolf Activity Center,
named for a third-grade student at the school who died in
2009. Tommy’s cousin performed a tribute on the marimba,
accompanied by a pianist.

In a statement earlier this month, Principal Karen Carter
said, “The new building is a blessing to the entire Christ the

King community. We are
so blessed to have a special space for our middle school
students, our after-school program and a fine new practice
gym. It has been an amazing journey in a relatively short
period of time thanks to the vision and leadership of our
pastor, Father Rick Stansberry, our supportive families and a
dedicated, hard-working faculty and staff.”

Christ the King Catholic School educates children from
age 3 through the eighth grade. Registration begins in the
spring.

Christ the King School was established in 1949 by the
parish’s founding pastor, Bishop Charles Buswell. Father
Stansberry is the current pastor of Christ the King Catholic
Church, located at 8005 Dorset Drive in Nichols Hills.

OKLAHOMA CITY — With the holiday season just around the corner, many
Oklahomans are focused on shopping and gift-giving. For some of Oklahoma
City’s poorest families, however, even a single Christmas gift can be out of
reach. To help fulfill this need, Catholic Charities is seeking sponsors for the
Adopt-a-Family program, which provides Christmas presents to low-income
families.

“The economic struggle for families has grown in recent years, with more
than ever in need of assistance for the holidays,” said Catholic Charities
Executive Director Tim O’Connor. “We are grateful to all of those who have
contributed in the past, and invite our fellow Oklahomans to help make
Christmas a joyful time for our 420 families in need.”

Now in its 17th year, the Adopt-a-Family program has made Christmas
possible for thousands of Oklahoma families. This year the program faces a

growing need as more people are affected by the economic slowdown. With 420
families on their Christmas list, Catholic Charities has noticed a significant
increase in requests from 2011, when the program helped 390 families.

Adopt-a-Family sponsors can be individuals, families, church groups, small
businesses or even large corporations. Those who participate can choose to
sponsor a single family or several (for larger groups).

Upon enrolling, each sponsor receives names and ages of family members as
well as gift ideas for each person. For those who may not have time to shop,
cash donations or department store gift cards are greatly appreciated.

To learn more about sponsoring a family in need or to learn more about the
Adopt-a-Family program, please call 523-3013. For more information about
the programs and services of Catholic Charities, please visit www.catholic-
charitiesok.org.

Christ the King Marks Anniversary With
Dedication, Blessing of New Junior High 

Archbishop Coakley blesses the new junior high building
with Father Stansberry to his right and Deacon Dr. Richard
Boothe to his left. At right, young Christ the King choir
members. Photos by Cara Koenig.

By Brianna Joyce
Sooner Catholic

Catholic Charities Seeks Sponsors for Adopt-a-Family Christmas Program
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From left, Saint Greg’s President Greg Main with Abbot
Lawrence Stasyszen, OSB; middle photo, Father Don Wolf
and Tim O’Connor share a laugh. Above, Patrick Raglow,
newly hired director for Catholic Charities, addresses the
audience at the Nov. 7 dinner. Photos by Cara Koenig.



OKLAHOMA CITY — Bishop
McGuinness senior Shelby
McMillin never heard of the
Sanctuary Women’s Development
Center before last summer. That’s
when she and other senior
students visited the center while
searching for a 2013 senior class
service project.

“This place just seemed like it
needed fixing up as compared to
other places,” McMillin said.

The students raised the money
to remodel a building on Sanctuary
grounds and they also built a play
area for children.

The Sanctuary is located on SW
11th on the site of the former Our
Lady of Guadalupe Church. It is
run by Catholic Charites Outreach
and its purpose is to provide social
services to homeless and at-risk
women and their children. These
services include resource referral
such as day care and Early Head
Start, vocational and employment
development, solution-focused
advocacy and self-awareness group
sessions.

The McGuinness students not
only tackled the playground and
some minor building maintenance
issues, they also did lawn work.
They then pulled together to throw
a Halloween party for the women
and their children who have found

their way to the Sanctuary.
Lisa Chamberlain, assistant

director at the Sanctuary, said
about 45 women are served there
on a daily basis. She said the
McGuinness senior project helps
the Sanctuary with what it is
they most need — a place for the
clients’ children.

“We didn’t have a sufficient area
for the kids and this is going to
mean a lot,” Chamberlain said.
“The ladies have already seen the
new picnic area and they think
it’s wonderful. The homeless are
misunderstood and there’s often a
stigma attached.”

The work provided by the Irish
seniors has helped transform not
only the appearance of the
Sanctuary, it has also meant much
to those who seek help there.

“These kids are bridging the
gap,” Chamberlain said. “The
women believe these young people
are blessing them without even
knowing them. I can’t wait to see
how these young people come out
as adults because their hearts are
in the right place.”
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Above, Bishop McGuinness senior
girls sort toys for the nursery at the

Women’s Sanctuary. From left are
Carlee Reeser, Shelby McMillin,

Olivia Schick and Hannah Speziale.
At right, Bishop McGuinness senior
boys pose around a picnic table they

built for the Women’s Sanctuary.

McGuinness Students Make Sanctuary a Home 
By Rex Hogan

For the Sooner Catholic

As violence in Syria spirals into
civil war, civilians are caught in the
middle. Thousands have fled to
neighboring countries. Syrian families
are asking for help as they struggle to
survive. Catholic Relief Services and
our church partners are reaching out
to Syrian families in need providing
hope and assistance with housing,
food, medical care and meeting other
basic necessities.

Syrians fleeing their homes into
neighboring Jordan and Lebanon say
they represent pieces of something
that might never again be whole.
Noujad, a grandmother in her 60s,
never expected to find herself in this
situation. “How can it be that my
husband was killed and my son was
kidnapped? The heart of a mother is
very sensitive. When her son gets
sick, a mother can’t sleep in the night.
My son is missing, and I can’t sleep in
the night. We had no idea we would
be leaving Syria this way. For my
husband, may he rest in peace. I hope
he is in heaven now. I only ask that
God protects my son.” Noujad and her
family are receiving assistance in
their temporary shelter from church
staff.

Your action is needed now!
You can help refugees like Noujad

and her family by raising your voice
today. Email Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton (US.Stategov/app/
answers/list) today to let her know
how concerned you are about the

humanitarian crisis in Syria and
neighboring countries. Urge her to
work for peace and to increase U.S.
support and assistance for Syrian
refugees.

Catholic Relief Services Asks for
Help in Assisting Syrian People

Syrians fleeing violence in their country
sit at a reception center in Mafraq,
Jordan. (CNS photo/Bill Lyons for
Catholic Relief Services) 
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EDMOND — Several hundred youth gathered at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church on Nov. 3 for Youth Fest 2012. The event featured Father John Gerth
as the keynote speaker and the music from Adam Bitter’s Praise and Worship Band. Above right is Shelley Morefield, youth fest organizer, and Matt Allen.
Matt is a St. John’s parishioner who has battled brain cancer for the past three years. He told the youth about his journey of faith and his conversations
with God during his five brain surgeries. Father Ray Ackerman, pastor at St. John’s, greeted the teens and challenged them to live their faith.

The Gift of Inspiration

Managing the Holiday Blues 
(Presentation in English)
Thursday, Dec. 6, 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.,

presented by Aimee Ryan, LCSW, with Catholic
Charities. It’s easy to feel isolated during the
holiday season when you’ve lost a loved one.
Everyone else seems so happy when you feel
so sad. Many of the things that are considered
symbolic of the holidays can act as triggers for
additional sadness and overwhelming grief.

The presentation will focus on those symbols
and explore different ways to handle the most
painful memories and traditions and identify
additional ways to find meaning and celebrate
healing.

The session will be held at the Pastoral
Center, 7501 Northwest Expressway, Oklahoma
City, with video-conferencing at St. Peter in
Woodward, St. Francis Xavier in Enid, Prince
of Peace in Altus and St. Mary in Clinton.

Please call or email with number attending
and location where attending: Becky Van Pool,
Parish Outreach and Program Development,
(405) 523-3009, 800-375-8514, bvanpool@
catholiccharitiesok.org, or Cecilia Grimes,
Pastoral Ministry Office, (405) 721-4208, 800-
721-5651 Ext. 131, cgrimes@archokc.org.

Managing the Holiday Blues
(Presentation in Spanish)
Friday, Nov. 30, 8 p.m., presented by Nubia

Fiesel, LPC candidate with Catholic
Charities. This session will provide overall
information on the stressors that the
Hispanic community can experience during
the holiday season. The session will address
how feelings of sadness, stress, loneliness
and culture differences affect the Hispanic
community during the holidays. The presen-
tation will also convey ideas on how to take
better care of ourselves and how to build new
traditions and good memories for the future.

The session will be held at the Pastoral
Center, 7501 Northwest Expressway,
Oklahoma City, with video-conferencing at
St. Peter in Woodward, St. Francis Xavier in
Enid, Prince of Peace in Altus and St. Mary
in Clinton.

Mejorando los sentimientos de
depresión, estrés, y soledad en estas
Navidades

Viernes, Noviembre 30, 8:00pm, presentado
por Nubia Fiesel, LPC candidate. Esta sesión
proveerá información sobre los sentimientos
de depresión, estrés, y soledad que las
familias hispanas pueden sentir en la
temporada de festividades navideñas. La
presentación también se enfocara en ideas
sobre cómo cuidarse a uno mismo, disminuir
los sentimientos de estrés, tristeza, y soledad,
al igual que como construir nuevas
tradiciones para usted y su familia.

La sesión se llevara a cabo en el Centro
Pastoral, 7501 Northwest Expressway, OKC,
con conferencia de video en St. Peter in
Woodward, St. Francis Xavier en Enid,
Prince of Peace en Altus, y St. Mary in
Clinton.

Programs Help Individuals Deal with Holiday Blues

Mejorando los sentimientos de depresión,
estrés, y soledad en estas Navidades

OKLAHOMA CITY — In her
23 years as director of Youth
and Young Adult Ministry for the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City,
there’s not a lot that has caught
Nancy Housh by surprise.

Whether it’s taking bus loads of
teens to national and regional youth
conferences or making sure 1,000-
some summer campers toe the line,
Housh has pretty much seen it all.

But even with all that experience,
she didn’t see one thing coming,
a prestigious award presented to
her by the National Federation for

Catholic Youth Ministry.
Housh will travel to Florida in

December where she will be among
the Catholic Youth Ministry
leaders honored for their efforts in
directing Catholic youth to a more
personal relationship with Christ.

The 2012 National Youth Ministry
Awards will be presented on
Saturday, Dec. 1 at the Walt Disney
World Swan and Dolphin Resort in
Orlando.

Housh will receive the award in
recognition of her “significant
contributions to youth ministry
in the areas of athletics and/or
camping.”

Housh was nominated for the

award by Barbara Convertino,
associate director of Youth Ministry
for San Antonio.

“I had no idea I was being
nominated,” Housh said. “It was
really a surprise.”

Housh has attended a number of
the national conferences over the
years. She said the events are filled
with informational sessions and
workshops and bring together
Catholic Youth Ministry leaders
from throughout the nation.

She actually hadn’t planned to
attend this year, but those plans
have obviously changed. Flexibility
is another quality youth directors
develop.

Housh’s ‘Significant Contributions’ Recognized
with National Youth Ministry Award Nod

By Ray Dyer
Sooner Catholic

Nancy Housh

(Photos by Steve Gust)
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Durante el mes de noviembre, la liturgia de la Iglesia y la devoción popular
dirigen nuestra atención a lo que tradicionalmente se llamaba las Postrimerías
(Novísimos): muerte, juicio, cielo e infierno. Esto no es una fascinación mórbida.
Más bien es un sobrio recordatorio de la naturaleza transitoria de este mundo
y un aviso enérgico a la esperanza cristiana. Comenzamos el mes celebrando los
santos en gloria el día de Todos los Santos. El 2 de noviembre se observó la
Conmemoración de Todos los Fieles Difuntos (Día de las Ánimas Benditas) y
más tarde en el mes, el último domingo del año litúrgico, celebraremos la tri-
unfante Solemnidad de Cristo Rey.

Aunque no nos guste pensar en estas últimas realidades, que son inevitables
para cada uno de nosotros. Nos recuerdan el destino eterno que Dios ha
preparado para nosotros en Cristo y las consecuencias eternas de dar le espal-
da al amor de Dios. San Juan de la Cruz escribió: “En el atardecer de nuestra
vida, seremos juzgados en el amor.” El perfecto amor hará posible nuestra entra-
da inmediata al cielo. Amor imperfecto requiere purificación. La falta total de
amor significa la eterna separación de Dios.

Dios nos ha hecho para el cielo donde descubriremos la perfecta realización
de todo anhelo humano en la felicidad suprema y eterna. No podemos ni
siquiera empezar a imaginar el gozo que Dios ha preparado para nosotros en el
cielo. La Biblia usa imágenes como un banquete de bodas, y la casa del Padre,
para darnos una pequeña visión de la felicidad en el cielo. En el cielo, sabemos
que vamos a disfrutar de la perfecta comunión en el amor con la Santísima
Trinidad y todos los ángeles y santos. Jesucristo ha ganado esta victoria para
nosotros por medio de su muerte y su Resurrección de entre los muertos.

En el otro extremo del espectro se encuentra el aterrador rechazo del amor,
que es el infierno. El Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica enseña que “La pena
principal del infierno consiste en la separación eterna de Dios,” (CCC 1035)
Quien es nuestro único, supremo y último anhelo. Al escoger persistir en el peca-
do, aquellos que son condenados al infierno, han  rechazado libremente el amor
de Dios y su llamado al arrepentimiento. “Dios no predestina a nadie a ir al
infierno.” (CIC 1037). Él sólo desea nuestra felicidad. Pero no violara ni puede
violar nuestra libertad ni obligarnos a amarle. En ese sentido, el infierno es
fruto de nuestras propias acciones y preferencias.

Aquellos que mueren en el estado de amistad con Dios, pero que no están
completamente perfeccionados en el amor tienen la seguridad de la salvación,
pero primero tienen que someterse a una purificación adicional de los efectos de

sus pecados. Sólo aquellos que son perfecciona-
dos en el amor y la santidad son capaces de
soportar el peso de la gloria y entrar en la pres-
encia de la Santísima Trinidad. Este proceso de
purificación después de la muerte se llama
Purgatorio. “La Iglesia llama Purgatorio a la
purificación final de los elegidos que es comple-
tamente distinta del castigo de los condenados.”
(CIC 1031).

Nosotros realmente no sabemos con precisión
lo que el Purgatorio es. Se describe a menudo en
términos de un fuego purificador. La imagen del fuego nos ayuda a reconocer
que el amor perfecto se logra sólo a través de un doloroso despojo de los restos
de egocentrismo que se aferran a nosotros y nos impiden amar libremente y
totalmente.

En la comunión de los santos somos unidos con otros creyentes en la tierra,
con las almas que sufren en el Purgatorio, así como los bienaventurados en el
cielo. En esta maravillosa comunión de vida y amor somos capaces de ayudar y
ser ayudados por las oraciones y buenas obras de los unos y de los otros.

La Iglesia tiene siempre presente el deber de ayudar a aquellos en el
Purgatorio sobre todo en la Eucaristía. Recordamos a los fieles difuntos en la
Oración Eucarística de cada misa, pero también tenemos la oportunidad de
solicitar que se ofrezcan Misas por los difuntos. Es una hermosa práctica y un
acto de caridad el tener Misas ofrecidas, sobre todo para  nuestros queridos
difuntos. Como expresión del misterio de la Comunión de los Santos la Iglesia
también nos permite obtener indulgencias y aplicarlas en la caridad hacia las
almas del Purgatorio.

A pesar de que es nuestro deber cristiano de estar siempre conscientes de los
fieles difuntos, el mes de noviembre es un momento oportuno. En El Día de las
Animas Benditas llegamos a la ayuda de nuestros hermanos y hermanas difun-
to/as por medio de conmemoraciones especiales en las misas, así como por otras
coloridas costumbres étnicas locales. En muchas culturas es el día dedicado a
visitar las tumbas de sus familiares fallecidos. Al visitar estos lugares sagrados
honramos a los muertos y por medio de nuestras oraciones les ayudamos en su
espera del cumplimiento de su esperanza, es decir, la resurrección del cuerpo y
la vida eterna. Amén.

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Noviembre y las Postrimerías
Lánzate a lo más Profundo Luke 5:4

Cortas Enseñanzas de Apologética Católica
Siempre es una gran alegría llegar

a Usted querido hermano católico a
través de este periódico, que nos infor-
ma de la realidad de la Iglesia.

Poco a poco hemos ido ventilando
las concepciones e ideologías que por
su parcialidad y fundamento sofistico
quieren desvirtuar la enseñanza de la
Iglesia, debilitar la fe y confundir
al católico sencillo. Por eso las he
querido denominar "los enemigos de
la Iglesia"

Hoy deseo hablar de la NEW AGE o
nueva era. ¿Qué es? En principio el
término de nueva era, se empezó a
emplear en la segunda mitad del siglo
XX  hasta nuestros días. Se dice que
es  nueva era en virtud de unas con-
cepciones esotéricas basadas en la
astrología, que sostiene que la era de
piscis ha terminado y ha iniciado la
era de acuario; que enseña que la
espiritualidad de la persona entrara
en contacto con la energía cósmica,
haciéndose parte de ella; donde ya no
habrá nada institucional, que limite
la trascendencia humana. Donde
todas las religiones se unirán en la
paz y la armonía. Donde las verdades
de los profetas o “dioses” (Krishna,
Buda, Cristo, Mohamed, Confusio,
Thor, Zeus o cualquier dios) con-
fluirán en un rio de amor. ¿Ahora, que
es en si la new age? es una atmosfera,
un ambiente; ni siquiera es un
movimiento, secta o grupo. No posee
templos, liturgias, no se reúnen o con-
gregan etc. Donde la persona es moti-
vada a ir al margen de los esquemas

tradicionales de la
moral, de la religión,
de la política, la
economía, del orden
social establecido.
Para iniciar un
nuevo orden mundi-
al; basado en una
renovada espirituali-
dad, donde se
diluyan las barreras
que han separado a las sociedades y a
las culturas. Por eso toda religión
vale, toda moral vale, por eso toda
espiritualidad vale. No nos extrañe
entonces, todas esas prácticas
“nuevas” que son muy antiguas, como:
Las aromaterapias; el yoga; ying
yang; el rekie; todos esos movimientos
ecologistas; las velas; las esencias; los
colores, los cuarzos o cristales y su
poder magnético; la cartomancia, la
quiromancia; horóscopos; los ángeles;
músicas sugestivas y adormecedoras;
gurús; maestros iluminados y un sin
fin de expresiones y practicas gnósti-
cas y de magia. ¿Donde el problema?
En su vacio o carencia de compromiso
con el otro; es una postura espiritual
sincretista, personalista y egoísta. Lo
importante es que te sientas bien tu, y
si estás bien tu, todo está bien así el
mundo se esté derrumbando a tus
pies. Como no se alinea con  lo que es
institucional, como decía más arriba;
la Iglesia desaparece y con ella su
mensaje de salvación. Jesucristo es un
profeta más, un iluminado más. No  es
ya Dios encarnado; no es el salvador

del  mundo que nos conduce al Padre.
Es otro que nos ayuda a trascender
hacia la unión con el cosmos. Mejor
dicho, entre Jesucristo y Walter
Mercado no existe demasiada diferen-
cia para la new age. Ofreceré algunos
ejemplos, para que observe el lector
como es la dinámica de la new age:
Dios está en todas partes, todo es
Dios; Dios impregna todo, en todo está
la energía de Dios. Leyendo así
desprevenidamente suena bonito.
Pero es una falsedad, me explico.
Primero, la premisa es falsa; es una
afirmación panteísta (todo es Dios) y
todo no es Dios, una flor no es Dios, ni
una piedra tampoco. El panteísmo
confunde, la obra del creador con el
creador. Segundo, Dios no tiene nin-
guna energía; El es la fuente de donde
emana la vida y fuente de vida. Otra
afirmación de la new age, es postular
que todas las religiones son buenas y
llevan a la verdad. Eso también es
una premisa falsa; pues si todas las
religiones son buenas y llevan a la
verdad, se pregunta en principio, ¿a
cuál verdad nos llevan? ya que no es
lo mismo el Islam y el Cristianismo,
por ejemplo. Me explico, Mohamed es
el profeta de Ala el dios de los musul-
manes; Jesucristo es el mismo Dios
hecho carne de los cristianos. Los
musulmanes se rigen por el Corán; el
cristiano católico por la Biblia y la
Tradición. Así pues, no se puede afir-
mar que todas las religiones son
iguales y llevan a la verdad. No es
verdad que Jesús es un profeta ante-

rior a Mahoma y Mahoma el ver-
dadero y ultimo, como cree el Islam.
Jesús es Dios hecho hombre, Dios y
hombre verdadero. Ya de plano y en
principio el Islam y el Cristianismo no
solo no son iguales y conducen a la
verdad, sino más bien se oponen
definitivamente y de manera irrecon-
ciliable. Así que la verdad no puede
estar en las dos. De todas las reli-
giones una por tener la verdad, debe
excluir necesariamente a las otras.
Otro ejemplo, el pensar que las estre-
llas y los astros rigen nuestro destino
y futuro. La consulta de horóscopos es
propia de la new age. Dios es el único
que rige y guía nuestra historia y
existencia, pero para los que creen y
viven la new age, piensan que Marte
en línea con Saturno les va a atraer
una desgracia. Ponen su confianza en
los astros que están a cientos y cientos
de miles y miles de millas de la tierra,
que poner la confianza en el creador
de esos astros, además de ser nuestro
Dios, nuestra luz y el que lo sigue no
andará en tinieblas. Y siempre está
cerca de nosotros.

El Padre Raúl Sánchez, original de
Bogotá, Colombia, incardinado a esta
Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City es
Pastor Asociado en la Parroquia San
Pedro Apóstol en Guymon, Oklahoma.
El Padre Sánchez es abogado en
Derecho y Ciencias Políticas de la
Universidad la Gran Colombia,
de su país. Y es Licenciado en Teología
del Seminario Mayor de Tegucigalpa,
Honduras.

Por Padre
Raúl Sánchez
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De Parte del Arzobispo Coakley y el Equipo de Liderazgo
a Cargo de Vislumbrar el Futuro de la Arquidiócesis 

Las Sesiones de Escucha se han completado. El
hecho de que te hayas perdido la oportunidad de
asistir a una reunión no significa que tú no
puedas dar tu opinión. ¡El Arzobispo Coakley
todavía quiere saber de ti! Tu participación y el
acompañamiento de tus pensamientos son impor-
tantes para el éxito del futuro de nuestra
Arquidiócesis.

Tú puedes dar tu opinión, siguiendo unos sen-
cillos pasos: Ve en línea a www.archokc.org, busca
la forma Sesión de Escucha, completa tus
respuestas a las 3 preguntas y somételo siguien-

do las instrucciones en el sitio web.
Si no tienes acceso a Internet, por favor

responde a estas 3 preguntas y envíalas por
correo a la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City, A la
atención de: Rosemary Lewis, P.O. Box 32180,
Oklahoma City, Okla. 73123.

o ¿Qué es lo que más aprecias de la
Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City?

o ¿Cuál es tu visión de la Arquidiócesis en los
próximos 5 años?

o  En los próximos 24 meses, ¿Qué tres priori-
dades debería nombrar la Arquidiócesis para que

su ministerio y el cuidado pastoral que ofrece al
pueblo fuera más eficaz? ¿Qué te gustaría ver
realizado dentro de los próximos 2 años?

Todas las respuestas deben ser recibidas el 30
de noviembre de 2012. Si tienes alguna pregunta,
llama a Rosemary Lewis al 405-709-2759.
Gracias por tomarte el tiempo para ayudar a
hacer una diferencia en el futuro de nuestra
Arquidiócesis!

Departe del Arzobispo Coakley y el Equipo de
Liderazgo a cargo de vislumbrar el futuro de la
Arquidiócesis 

¿Qué se Supone Que Debo Hacer Con Esto?

En 1799, Pierre-François Bouchard
mientras que estaba en una
excavación arqueológica en Egipto
descubrió una piedra sin aparente
importancia. Esta piedra, descubierta
cerca del pueblo de Rosetta en el
Delta del Nilo, reveló la clave para
descifrar los jeroglíficos Egipcios. La
piedra estaba a plena vista por lo
menos mil años antes de que la per-
sona adecuada viera su valor real.

La mayoría de los Católicos tienen
2 “Piedras Rosetta” en sus casas, las
piedras que sostienen las claves para
una vida más rica y más profunda en
Cristo. Lamentablemente, muchas
personas no saben cómo traducir el
contenido de estas piedras con el fin
de poseer estas riquezas. Estas dos
"piedras” son de la Santa Biblia y el
Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica.

Afortunadamente, muchos Cató-
licos participan activa y fructífera-
mente en el estudio Bíblico. El
Catecismo es un asunto diferente.
Cuando hablo de estudiar el
Catecismo, la mayoría de la gente
suena como extras de una película de
Godzilla, corriendo despavoridos de
este libro verde amenazador tamaño
lápida. Estoy aquí para decirte que no
tienes nada que temer del Catecismo.
Una vez que entiendas cómo está cons-
truido, el estudio es fácil. Aquí esta
como.

En primer lugar, vamos a tratar

con lo más obvio.
Cuando la Santa Sede
publicó el Catecismo en
1992, la recepción fue
genial para decir lo
menos. Muchos comen-
taristas examinado el
texto dijeron: “este es
un libro de referencia
para el clero y los edu-
cadores.” En esencia, el
mensaje era que el
Católico promedio no
tenía necesidad de un Catecismo, y
mucho menos leerlo. Curiosamente,
sin embargo, el Beato Juan Pablo II,
en su carta de promulgación, hizo
una observación diferente. Él
escribió: “Pido, por tanto, a los pas-
tores de la Iglesia, y a los fieles, que
reciban este Catecismo con espíritu
de comunión y lo utilicen constante-
mente cuando realicen su misión de
anunciar la fe y llamar a la vida
evangélica.” El Santo Padre destino
el Catecismo como una herramienta
clave en la obra de la Nueva
Evangelización. El Papa Benedicto
XVI, quien trabajó en el Catecismo,
renueva esta esperanza y la intención
para todos los Católicos durante este
Año de la fe.

En segundo lugar, ¿qué es todo lo
que hay allí? El Catecismo se divide
en cuatro partes principales: el
Credo, la Liturgia y los Sacramentos,
Moralidad, y la Oración. En lugar de
pensar de nuestra Fe como comparti-
mentos separados, esta estructura

destaca cómo se entre-
laza la doctrina de la
Iglesia. Lo que creemos,
como se expresa en el
Credo, afecta la forma
en que le rendimos
culto, tal como se expre-
sa en los sacramentos
de la Iglesia. Nuestro
culto lleva a un encuen-
tro vivo con Cristo, el
cual nos obliga a vivir
la vida moral, como

auténticos discípulos. Por último,
experimentamos la vida por venir a
través de la vida de oración, que, por
supuesto, se une a los otros tres
juntos.

Cada parte principal se divide en
varias secciones y capítulos. Al final
de cada capítulo, el Catecismo repasa
lo que se discutió en la sección
“Resúmenes.” La sección de
“Resúmenes” puede proporcionar un
refuerzo e incluso una herramienta
para la memorización de lo que has
leído. Cada párrafo principal se dirige
con un número en negrita. Estos
números de los párrafos son los mis-
mos en todas las ediciones del
Catecismo. Al buscar algo en el
Catecismo, busca este número del
párrafo y no el número de página. La
siguiente cosa que notarás es una
serie de números impresos en tinta
más clara en el margen de la página.
Estas son las referencias marginales
para el párrafo. Estas referencias
cruzadas son una de las característi-

cas más singulares del Catecismo.
Permiten que el lector saque inmedia-
tamente una conexión entre distintas
partes de la presentación general.
Además, el Catecismo incluye notas
al pie de la página  que proporcionan
la fuente de las citas en el texto. Tal
vez un pequeño examen práctico hará
esto más claro.

Usa tu Catecismo y ábrelo en el
párrafo 678. Recuerda estás buscan-
do el número en letra negrita, no el
número de página. Encontraste el
párrafo correcto si estás leyendo acer-
ca de Jesús como juez de los vivos y
los muertos. Mira en el margen y
verás el siguiente número en itálicas:
1470. Ve al párrafo 1470 y verás que
el Sacramento de la Penitencia se
refiere a la sentencia definitiva por
Cristo. Vuelve al párrafo 678 y verás
varias notas a pie de página. Las
notas indican que el Catecismo se
basa en la Sagrada Escritura, los
Padres de la Iglesia, y otros documen-
tos papales y eclesiásticos.

A diferencia de cualquier otro tema
que aprendemos, la Fe se destaca en
un aspecto clave. Cuando nos involu-
cramos en la Fe, con nuestros mejores
esfuerzos, en el espíritu del deseo
amoroso, no encontramos algo, nos
encontramos a Alguien. Nos encon-
tramos con la persona de Jesucristo,
enviado por el Padre, en el poder del
Espíritu Santo. El Catecismo de la
Iglesia Católica sirve como una
norma segura para nuestra fe y una
guía confiable en la búsqueda.

Por Padre Shane Tharp
Sooner Catholic

Acoger Inmigrantes Está en ‘Corazón del Discipulado Cristiano’, Dice Sacerdote 

CHICAGO — El trato de los inmi-
grantes en Estados Unidos viola las
normas bíblicas y éticas que Dios
requiere de su pueblo, según oradores
en una conferencia sobre la ética de la
inmigración ofrecida en Catholic
Theological Union de Chicago el 2 de
noviembre.

“An Ethical Perspective on the
Accompaniment of Immigrants: A
Faith Response” fue patrocinada por la
oficina de asuntos de inmigrantes y
educación de inmigración de la
Arquidiócesis de Chicago, universi-
dades católicas, comunidades reli-
giosas y la Conferencia Católica de
Illinois.

La conferencia usó como fondo unas
400,000 deportaciones anuales en
tiempos en que menos inmigrantes
indocumentados están cruzando la

frontera hacia Estados Unidos. Es
más, la mayoría de los deportados no
son criminales y sus deportaciones
causan sufrimiento masivo para sus
familias, con muchos de los niños
siendo ciudadanos estadounidenses.

El padre jesuita William O’Neill,
profesor asociado de Ética Social en la
Escuela Jesuita de Teología en
Berkeley, California, ofreció el discurso
inaugural, titulado “And You Welcomed
Me.”

A lo largo de la historia de la sal-
vación, él dijo, Dios le recuerda al
pueblo de Israel que ellos han de “amar
al desconocido y al migrante” porque
una vez ellos mismos fueron exiliados.
Los evangelios cuentan la historia de
Jesús, nacido fuera de casa, obligado a
huir, traído de regreso a Israel, refle-
jando la historia del pueblo judío.

“Oprimir al extranjero no es menos
que una traición a la fe,” dijo O’Neill,

quien también sirve como capellán
católico en la prisión federal de
mujeres en Dublin, California, donde
muchas mujeres inmigrantes son
detenidas. “Es apostasía. La hospitali-
dad es la medida de la rectitud y la jus-
ticia. ... La hospitalidad es el preciso
corazón del discipulado cristiano. No se
le ofrece a parientes y amigos, sino a
aquellos cuya única cualidad es vul-
nerabilidad y necesidad.”

Eso no cuadra con un sistema bajo el
cual más de 11,000 menores no acom-
pañados han sido detenidos en vez de
reunidos con sus familias, él dijo.

Hasta niños nacidos en Estados
Unidos de padres indocumentados
enfrentan probabilidades empinadas,
dijo Elena Quintana, directora
ejecutiva del instituto Adler sobre
seguridad pública y justicia social. Los
niños que en sí son indocumentados
pero fueron criados en Estados Unidos

enfrentan una reducción severa de
opciones según se mueven a través de
la escuela secundaria y más allá,
encontrando que la ayuda financiera
para la universidad es prácticamente
imposible de conseguir y que serán
limitados a empleos en la economía
subterránea.

Presentando un panel de discusión
sobre el estado actual de los asuntos,
Mary Meg McCarthy, directora ejecuti-
va del Centro Nacional de Justicia
Para Inmigrantes, dijo que se calcula
que en Estados Unidos hay 11 millones
de inmigrantes indocumentados y que
8 millones están en la fuerza laboral,
aunque Estados Unidos emite sola-
mente 120,000 visas de trabajo.

“Hemos tenido políticos y otros que
han dicho que ellos debería regresar a
sus países de origen y ponerse en fila,”
ella dijo. “La realidad es que no hay fila
donde ponerse.”

Por Michelle Martin 
Catholic News Service 
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Safe Environment Coordinator 
The Archdiocese is seeking a

Safe Environment Coordinator.
The Safe Environment Co-
ordinator is a member of a team of
Archdiocesan professionals who
are charged with developing and
implementing Archdiocesan Safe
Environment Programs consistent
with the requirements of the
Charter for the Protection of
Children and Young People
(Charter) adopted by the United
States Conference of Catholic
Bishops in 2002, as revised (the
“Charter”). The position is part-
time, requiring approximately 18
hours per week. Applicants should
have in-depth experience in child-
protection services, education
and/or behavioral sciences, have a
firm understanding of Catholic
religious education and youth
ministries and have excellent
communication skills.

Job duties include planning and
implementing training sessions
and workshops for Archdiocesan
personnel and parish facilitators,
assisting parishes with their
Safe Environment Programs,
including on-site visits to parishes
and schools to gauge compliance
with the requirements of the
Archdiocesan Safe Environment
Program and the Charter. The
Safe Environment Coordinator
also coordinates the Archdiocese’s
response for the USCCB annual
audit for compliance with the
Charter.

If you are interested in this
position, please send a complete
Archdiocesan application (avail-
able on the Archdiocesan website)
and your resume to Tish Eason,
Chancellor, Catholic Pastoral
Center, P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma
City, Okla. 73123.

Jobs Box

Holiday Humor on Tap at
Parish

OKLAHOMA CITY — Bring
the whole family to an evening
of holiday hilarity as Sister’s
Christmas Catechism: “Mystery of
the Magi’s Gold” comes to Christ
the King Catholic Church on
Sunday, Dec. 2. The evening will
begin with a buffet dinner at 5
p.m. in the school gym, located at
1905 Elmhurst Avenue in Nichols
Hills. The show begins at 6:30
p.m. Tickets for the evening are
$45 per person for table seating
and $25 per person for bleacher

seating. To make reservations or
for more information, contact
Jayne Clarke at (405) 242-4511, or
jayne@ckokc.org.

Parish to Host Advent Mission
CHICKASHA — Matthew

Arnold will lead the Advent
Parish Mission at Holy Name
Parish on Saturday, Dec. 1. The
theme of the mission will be
“Catholic Myth-Busting: Defend-
ing the Faith Against Common
Errors and Misconceptions.”

Arnold is a lay Roman Catholic
speaker and EWTN radio-

television personality who has
produced dozens of Catholic audio
and video presentations that have
been distributed worldwide.

Arnold’s combination of
historical knowledge and
entertaining style will leave
participants with a more firm
foundation of the Catholic Faith.

The event is free, although a
donation will be appreciated and
lunch will be provided. To pre-
register to ensure there is
sufficient food, contact the parish
at holynameofficechickasha-
@gmail.net, or call (405) 224-6068.

Across Oklahoma

CHICAGO (CNS) — The treat-
ment of immigrants in the United
States violates the biblical and
ethical norms that God requires of
his people, according to speakers
at a Nov. 2 conference on the
ethics of immigration held at
Catholic Theological Union in
Chicago.

“An Ethical Perspective on the
Accompaniment of Immigrants: A
Faith Response” was sponsored
by the Archdiocese of Chicago’s
Office for Immigrant Affairs
and Immigration Education,
Catholic universities, religious
communities and the Catholic
Conference of Illinois.

The conference was set against
a backdrop of roughly 400,000
deportations each year, at a
time when fewer undocumented
immigrants are crossing the
border into the United States.
What’s more, most deportees
are not criminals, and their
deportation causes massive
suffering for their families and
children, many of whom are U.S.
citizens.

Jesuit Father William O’Neill,
associate professor of social ethics
at the Jesuit School of Theology
in Berkeley, Calif., offered the
keynote talk, titled “And You
Welcomed Me.”

Throughout salvation history,
he said, God reminds the people
of Israel that they are to “love
the stranger and the migrant”
because they once were exiles. The
Gospels tell the story of Jesus,
born away from home, forced to
flee, brought back out of Israel,
mirroring the story of the Jewish
people.

“To oppress the alien is no less
than a betrayal of faith,” said
O’Neill, who also serves as the
Catholic chaplain at the Federal
Women’s Prison in Dublin, Calif.,
where many immigrant women
are detained. “It is apostasy.
Hospitality is the measure of
righteousness and justice. ...
Hospitality is the very heart of
Christian discipleship. It is not
offered to kith and kind, but

to those whose only quality is
vulnerability and need.”

That doesn’t square with a
system in which more than 11,000
unaccompanied minors have been
detained rather than reunited
with their families, he said.

Even children born in the
United States to undocumented
parents face steep odds, said
Elena Quintana, executive
director of the Adler Institute on
Public Safety and Social Justice.
Children who are themselves
undocumented, but who were
raised in the United States, face a
severe narrowing of options as
they move through high school
and look beyond, finding that
financial aid for college is all but
unobtainable and that they will
be limited as to jobs in the under-
ground economy.

Their U.S.-born brothers and
sisters are more likely to have a
parent torn from the home and
experience other family stresses,
leading to increased levels of
depression and anxiety through-
out their lives.

Introducing a panel discussion
on the current state affairs,
Mary Meg McCarthy, executive
director for the National
Immigrant Justice Center, said
there are an estimated 11 million
undocumented immigrants in the
United States, and 8 million are
in the workforce, while the U.S.
immigration system allows only
120,000 work visas.

“You’ve had politicians and
others say they should go back to
their home countries and stand
in line,” she said. “The reality is
there is no line to stand in.”

Richard C. Longworth, a senior
fellow at the Chicago Council
on Global Affairs, said most
undocumented immigrants are
acting out of desperation, trying
to provide for their families.

“Economic migration is an
extremely moral act,” he said.
“This is one of the most moral
acts of all, to care for one’s
family.”

He objected to the idea that
undocumented immigrants are a
drain on the United States, saying
studies show they contribute both

through paying taxes and increas-
ing overall economic activity, and
he noted that surveys show the
people who see the greatest threat
from undocumented immigrants
are those from areas where there
aren’t many.

Lake County Sheriff Mark
Curran, a Republican elected
official, once thought everyone
without documents should just
go home. But some friendly
persuasion from faith leaders —
including Chicago Cardinal
Francis E. George — and others
with a like perspective got him
to take another look, he said, and
his experience has led him to a
change of heart.

As a former prosecutor and
now a law enforcement officer,
he said, he has always believed
in the rule of law, but when
he looked seriously at the
immigration situation, he
concluded that “rule” did not
apply.

“We had open borders forever,
because we had schizophrenic
immigration policy,” he said. “We
kind of lied to these people, said
they could come in, get jobs, no-
body’s going to ask any questions.
And then we clamped down.”

Government policies have led
undocumented immigrants to fear
police and to avoid cooperating,
even when they are victims or
witnesses to crime, he said, which
undermines community policing
and makes the streets less safe
for everyone.

Meanwhile, the lack of a
rational immigration policy — one
that would allow workers to come
in with documentation — would
boost national security by allow-
ing law enforcement to know who
is in the country.

But changing demographics in
the United States give Curran
optimism. “Immigration reform
is a done deal, whether it
happens now or five years from
now,” he said, adding he hopes
his party wakes up to the need
to engage Latino voters on the
issue.

Martin is a staff writer at the
Catholic New World, newspaper of
the Chicago Archdiocese.

“You’ve had politicians
and others say they should

go back to their home
countries and stand in

line. The reality is there is
no line to stand in.”

Conference Advocates Mercy, Help for Immigrants
By Michelle Martin

Catholic News Service
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NOVEMBER
18 Pilgrimage Sunday. Mass
begins at 11 a.m. National Shrine of
the Infant Jesus of Prague is located
at St. Wenceslaus Church, 304 Jim
Thorpe Blvd. (405) 567-3080, or
www.shrineofinfantjesus.com.

18 Thanksgiving Dinner and
Bazaar. St. Teresa Church, Harrah,
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 1576 N. Tim
Holt Drive. The bazaar will be from
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Cost for the
dinner is $7 for adults, $3 for children
10 and under.

18 Thanksgiving Dinner. St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church, Bison, from
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Cost is $10 for
adults, $5 for children ages 4-11.

18 The Secular Franciscan Order
of St. Francis Fraternity meets at

1:15 p.m. at St. Anthony’s Hospital
chapel. For more information, call
Jim Disbrow at 830-8688.

19 Catherine of Siena
Performance. Bishop John Carroll
School will be hosting Catherine of
Siena, A Woman for Our Times, in
the Connor Center. Tickets are $40 in
advance and $50 at the door. For
tickets, contact Carolyn Watkins at
(405) 850-5087, or cwatkins@dunn-
andstone.com. Seating is limited. This
is an adult event.

24 St. Charles Catholic Singles
Dance from 7 to 11 p.m. with mix
and mingle from 7 to 8 p.m. Snacks
are welcome. For further information,
contact Al Frejo at 631-0763.

25 Bingo at St. James Church, 41st
and South McKinley Avenue. Food

and beverages will be served at 5:45
p.m. Bingo begins at 6:30 p.m. All
games are $10. A Magnavox 37-inch
flat-screen TV will be given away
and all players get an entry into the
drawing.

29 Mount Coffee with the
Principal, 8:45 a.m. Learn more
about MSM. Call the school for more
information, (405) 631-8865.

29 50th Anniversary Mass at St.
Andrew the Apostle Parish, 800 N.W.
5th St., Moore. Archbishop Paul
Coakley will celebrate the Mass at
6:30 p.m. All are welcome.

29 Chaplet of the Divine Mercy.
Due to Thanksgiving, Chaplet with
Adoration from 7 to 8 p.m. at St.
Joseph Old Cathedral, 307 N.W. 4th
St., Oklahoma City.

DECEMBER
2 The Secular Franciscan Order of
St. Claire Fraternity meets at 1:15
p.m. the first Sunday of the month at
St. Thomas More Church in Norman
in the library. All are welcome. If you
would like to learn how Francis lived,
plan to attend one of our meetings. For
more information, call Alice at (405)
473-7680.

2 The Byzantine Divine Liturgy
will be at St. Mark in Norman, 5:30
p.m.

Calendar

Special Education Teacher
Good Shepherd Catholic School at Mercy in

Oklahoma City is seeking a full-time teacher to
teach children ages 3-9 with autistic spectrum
disorders in an 11-month school-year program.
The teacher must hold a standard Oklahoma
Teaching Certificate in special education and either
elementary education or early childhood education.
Preference for candidate who has completed train-
ing in Applied Behavior Analysis and experience
teaching children with autism. Please submit
Archdiocesan application along with a resume and
copy of teaching certificate to Dr. Cris Carter, Good
Shepherd Catholic School at Mercy, 13404 N.
Meridian Ave., Oklahoma City, Okla. 73120. The
application form may be found at www.archokc.org.

Executive Director 
Nonprofit Organization Center of Family

Love has an opening in Okarche. Prefer experience
in long-term care or with developmentally disabled.
If interested, please email resume to HR@cflinc.org.

Development Director 
Christ the King Catholic School and Church

is seeking an Advancement /Development Director.
This position reports directly to the school principal
and pastor. The director is responsible for design,
implementation and management of the develop-
ment program. This is to be achieved through
coordination and relationships with school
administration, the Parent Teacher Organization,
alumni, parishioners and greater community.
More details about the position may be found at
http://www.ckokc.org/director-of-development.
Interested parties should submit a resume and
letter of interest to Karen Carter, Principal, Christ
the King Catholic School, 1905 Elmhurst Avenue,
Oklahoma City, Okla. 73120.

Pianist/Organist Needed 
Holy Spirit, Mustang. We are in search of a

pianist/organist with knowledge of the Roman
Catholic liturgy to provide musical accompaniment

at Saturday evening Mass in English at 5 p.m.,
Sunday Masses in English at 8 a.m. and 10:30
a.m., and 12:30 p.m. Mass in Spanish. In addition,
this person is to conduct choir practice in English
on Wednesday evenings from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
and in Spanish on Thursday evenings at the
same time. For further information and discussion
of salary, please contact Father Jim Greiner at 376-
9435.

Part-Time Child-Care Jobs 
Christ the King Catholic Church, located

in Nichols Hills, is seeking part-time child-care
workers for the parish nursery. If you have a
nurturing spirit and genuinely like interacting
with people, especially children, we would like
to hear from you. Flexible hours, wonderful
environment, supportive staff. Perfect for college
students and retirees. For more information,
please contact Jenni Butch at (405) 843-4766, or
jenni@ckokc.org.

Jobs Box

Kevin Pierce
General Agent

405-514-7660
kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Servicing

Oklahoma

Agents Wanted

Full time agent

positions

available. To

learn more, call

Kevin Pierce at

405-514-7660.

Does your

family have

the strength of

the shield?

Call your agent today to learn more

about the Knights of Columbus and

the great products we have to offer.

“My husband Kevin was so

passionate about the

importance of taking care of

our family. He was the kind of

guy people would look at and

say, ‘That is the kind of father

or husband I want to be.’ 

“I know too many people

who don’t have life

insurance and haven’t taken

the steps to protect their

family. 

“Now, I am an advocate

for life insurance. Without

it, I would have ended up in

bankruptcy, questioning

how I would have raised the

kids.”  — Dorothy, a K of C

insured member’s widow

SECURITY WHEN

YOU NEED IT MOST.

Whole Life • Term • Retirement • Annuities • Long-Term Care • IRA

Ric Moore
405-641-9582

Richard.Moore@

kofc.org

Councils: 6477,

10822, 11237,

12669

Trey Welker
Assistant GA  

405-850-4092

Trey.Welker@

kofc.org

Councils: 3113,

3220, 8204

Chris O'Lague
405-343-9661

Chris.OLague@

kofc.org
Councils: 1018, 5160,
8523, 9901, 11648,
12108, 12605, 12819,
3556, 5168, 5354,
12382

Jody Snowder
405-474-6192
Jody.Snowder@

kofc.org

Councils: 767, 3101,

4601, 5440, 6478,

12518, 14744, 8633

Rob Blakely 
405-243-8324

Robert.Blakely@

kofc.org
Councils: 916, 1038,

1044, 1053, 5266,

13366, 949, 1533, 1537,

1903, 2974, 3309, 3336,

4042, 9334, 11135

Troy Snow
918-856-9303

Troy.Snow@kofc.org
Councils: 1104, 1302,

1677, 10388, 11194,

11734, 11959, 13313,

14248, 775, 4519,

7392, 9333, 14106

Chad McAulif
918-284-0685

Chad.McAulif@

kofc.org

Councils: 6606, 962,

4804, 9668, 4721, 7395,

8433, 13828, 3167,

14448, 14220, 11633

Michael Calhoun
405-990-0572
Michael.Calhoun@

kofc.org

Councils: 965, 1287,

5396, 5759, 4026, 

4598, 11909, 4889,

9583, 9900, 2604

To watch an

agent in action,

scan here...

For a full calendar and up-to-date
jobs box, visit 

soonercatholic.org 
or use this 
QR Code 
with your 

smart phone.



SHAWNEE — St. Gregory’s University has
revealed renovation plans for earthquake-
damaged Benedictine Hall.

In a ceremony that took place Nov. 3
as part of the university’s homecoming
celebration, St. Gregory’s President Greg
Main announced the school has secured the
$4.7 million needed for the first phase of
Benedictine Hall’s centennial restoration and
expects the project to begin around the first of
the year.

The university also revealed the archi-
tectural renderings depicting what Benedictine
Hall will look like following restoration.
Improvements include weatherproofing and
waterproofing the building, repairing brick
work and tucking, replacing the roof and
windows and rebuilding the four iconic turrets
that were lost to the 5.6 magnitude earthquake
that occurred on Nov. 5, 2011.

More than 3,200 benefactors provided $2.6
million for the restoration. The balance of the
funds needed will come from state and federal
tax credits due to Benedictine Hall’s status
as a National Historic Landmark and the
university’s intention to restore the building’s
historic character.

St. Gregory’s also has outlined plans for a
second phase of construction that includes

restoring
Benedictine Hall’s
main lobby and
renovating student
and staff lounges
and offices. The
university expects
to raise an addi-
tional $950,000 for
this phase of restoration.

“We are ready to move forward,” Main said of
the project. “The can-do spirit and good humor
our campus community displayed in the days
following the earthquake set us on the right
course, and together we converted a crisis into
a turning point.

“Benedictine Hall will be 100 years old in

2015. We hope to have this project completed in
time for its centennial celebration.”

Located at 1900 W. MacArthur St., St.
Gregory’s was founded in 1875 and is home
to a community of students, educators and
monks dedicated to lifelong learning and faith
development. Further information regarding
SGU can be found at www.stgregorys.edu.
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A rendering of St.
Gregory’s

Benedictine Hall
following a historic

$4.7 million
restoration. The

first phase of
construction is

expected to begin
around the first

of the year.
(Photo courtesy)

St. Gregory’s Announces Start of $4.7 Million Renovation

NORMAN — On All Saints Day (Feast Day of All Saints Catholic
School), fourth-grade students continued their tradition of studying

about their patron saint and creating a costume to wear at the
Mass. Above, Caden Bond dressed as Father Stanley Rother. Caden’s

mother is a cousin of the late Father Rother. At right, Stephanie
Sherry and Hannah Gianino process into Mass dressed as their

patron saints. (Photos by Theresa Bragg)

Saintly Procession


