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Go Make Disciples

Relics of Saint Maria Goretti
More than 9,000 pilgrims made 

their way to Christ the King Church 
Nov. 9 to venerate the relics of Saint 
Maria Goretti, the Catholic Church’s 
youngest canonized saint.

When the doors of Christ the King 
opened at 9 a.m., about 100 people 
already were in line, watching a vid-
eo in which Father Carlos Martins 

told the story of Saint Maria, who 
was martyred at age 11 for defend-
ing her purity.

The “Pilgrimage of Mercy,” the 
tour of her relics throughout the 
United States, seeks to spread the 
word about her forgiveness of her 
murderer.

The crowds included school 

groups from Christ the King, Saint 
Eugene, Sacred Heart and Mount 
Saint Mary in Oklahoma City and a 
group from Saint Mary Academy in 
Kansas. Several parishioners from 
New Mexico, Kansas and Texas also 
visited.

Pilgrims touched rosaries and 
crucifi xes to the casket, which holds 

the bones of Saint Maria inside a 
wax form.

At the evening Mass, Archbishop 
Paul Coakley said, “Let us recognize 
the countless lives that have been 
touched through her witness ... that 
many, many more might be drawn 
to Jesus and might be drawn to the 
example of her holiness.”

Photo Chris Porter.

Editorial: The culture of ‘Yes’
A recent episode of “48 Hours” told the 

story of Ethan Couch, a Texas teen-
ager who drove while intoxicated and 
killed four people along the side of the 
road. The judge labeled Couch a prod-
uct of “affl uenza,” a condition in which 
children lack the ability to make good 
choices due to years of facing no conse-
quences and parents never saying “no.” 

He was allowed to do whatever he 
pleased – cocaine, whisky, all-night par-
ties – because it made him “happy.” The 
tragedy personifi es the current culture 
of “yes.”

It is a conversation I have often with 
my children, explaining that my deep 
love for them drives decisions to set bed 
times, limit gaming, teach character, to 
go to Mass despite occasional protests, 
and to sometimes say “no.” 

And, yet, we as adults balk at the 

limits God has set for us. We are God’s 
children. God knows our temptations. 
He knows it can be diffi cult to do what 
is right instead of what is easy. 

That is why He sent His only Son to 
show us the way, to set limits for His 
beloved children; to explain and demon-

strate how we must follow the truth in 
his Word – even if it requires sacrifi ce 
and suffering.

“God, being rich in mercy, because 
of the great love with which he loved 
us, even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ — by grace you have been saved” 
(Eph 2:4-5).

He calls for our commitment to fami-
lies, to the unborn, to the lifelong cove-
nant of marriage between one man and 
one woman, to pray, to serve others, to 
avoid the sins of gluttony, pride, lust 
and envy. 

As we prepare for Advent and the 
coming of Christ in glory, let us take 
time to refl ect and joyfully receive the 
limits our Father has set for us, and un-
derstand why He sometimes says “no.” 

It is a gift of love.
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

Advent begins on Nov. 
29. Check our online calen-
dar for parish Advent mis-
sions.

Go online to www.
archokc.org/picture-gallery 
to view photos of recent 
events in the archdiocese.

To see complete details 
of the Pastoral Ministry 
Spring 2016 course sched-
ule, go online to www.
archokc.org/offi ce-of-pasto-
ral-ministry/home.

Plus, don’t miss daily up-
dates on Facebook, Twit-

ter and Instagram!

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Nov. 14-19 – 2015 General Assembly, USCCB, Baltimore, Md.
Nov. 20 – Catholic Foundation board meeting, 1 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Nov. 20 – Mass for Installation of Lectors in Diaconate Formation Program, 7 p.m., St. Francis De Sales     
                Chapel, CPC
Nov. 21 – Mass for Feast of St. Andrew Dung-Lac, 10 a.m., St. Andrew Dung-Lac, OKC
Nov. 22 – Mass, 11 a.m., St. Wenceslaus, Prague
Nov. 22 – Sealing of Holy Door for Year of Mercy, 3 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
Nov. 23 – Catholic Relief Services budget and fi nance committee teleconference, 1 p.m.
Nov. 24 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Holy Trinity, Okarche
Nov. 25 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis De Sales Chapel, CPC

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Among the memories of 
my childhood home is the 
beautiful leather-bound 
family Bible. It occupied a 
place of prominence on the 
coffee table in the living 
room.

Ironically, the living room 
was not a place that we 
kids were ordinarily allowed to go except on special 
occasions. It was more for display and for guests. I 
would have to say that the family Bible was probably 
treated in much the same way. I don’t recall ever sit-
ting down to read it. I do recall occasionally looking at 
the wonderful glossy pictures of scenes from the life 
of Jesus and from salvation history. That’s the way 
things were in many Catholic homes in the 1960s. 
But, that began to change about 50 years ago.

Fifty years ago, as the Second Vati-
can Council was about to conclude, it 
promulgated one of its key documents, 
one that has had as great an impact 
as any on the life of the Church in 
subsequent years.

The Dogmatic Constitution on 
Divine Revelation, or “Dei Verbum” 
as it is known by its Latin title, has 
helped usher in an era of much great-
er biblical appreciation and literacy 
among all Catholics. It changed the 
way we approach evangelization and 
catechesis. It changed the way priests 
prepare homilies and celebrate the 
sacraments. It helped kick-start many 
efforts in Catholic biblical studies. It 
encouraged the development of pop-
ular biblical resources and motivated 
many Catholics to pick up and read the Bible. One of 
the greatest fruits of the Second Vatican Council has 
been the renewed emphasis it placed on the Word of 
God in the life of the Church and in the life of every 
Christian.

This week, the United States Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops invites families, parishes, schools and 
all Catholics to participate in National Bible Week in 
celebration of the 50th anniversary of the publication 
of “Dei Verbum.”

National Bible Week is observed this year from Nov. 
15-21. The theme for 2015 is “The Bible: A Book for 
the Family.” The theme builds on Pope Francis’ recent 
visit to Philadelphia for the World Meeting of Families 
and the recently concluded Synod of Bishops on the 
Family. In both of these watershed events there was 
an emphasis placed on renewing the family through 
regular conversation with God’s Word in the Sacred 
Scriptures. 

Many Catholics still may not know how to begin 
daily Scripture reading. Reading the Bible with the 
Church by following the daily readings from the Mass 
provides a daily guide that ensures a thorough expo-
sure to the whole of God’s saving truth and plan for 
our salvation.

How does one approach this kind of biblical read-
ing? It is certainly helpful to have a good Catholic 
study Bible, which can provide some background 
and context for the various biblical texts. Catholic 

Bible studies also can 
be valuable in helping 
us grow in our biblical 
literacy. Excellent print 
and on-line materials 
are readily available. 
“The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church” is a 
helpful companion as 
well. These are bene-
fi cial, but they are not 
enough. They are tools; but they only prepare us for 
the saving encounter with God’s Word.

“Faith, then, comes through hearing,” as Saint Paul 
teaches in the Letter to the Romans (10:17). The litur-
gical assembly is the primary place where we encoun-
ter God’s saving Word. The Liturgy of the Word at 
Mass, including the homily, has great power to touch 

and convert our hearts. But, we can 
prepare ourselves to benefi t as fully 
as possible from that liturgical proc-
lamation through our own personal 
and prayerful reading of the Bible. The 
traditional name for this slow prayerful 
reading of the Bible is “lectio divina.” 

By calling upon the Holy Spirit and 
then slowly and reverently reading, re-
fl ecting and responding to God’s Word, 
we allow the Word of God to gently 
penetrate our hearts and gradually, by 
daily contact with the saving Word, to 
transform us.

This is a spiritual exercise that re-
quires patience and perseverance. We 
have to slow ourselves down, wait on 
the Lord, listen and then respond to 

the prompting of his grace when some word, phrase, 
image or insight touches us. It will move us to some 
practical resolutions. Daily fi delity to “lectio divina” is 
a source of solid spiritual nourishment, which helps 
us prepare to participate fruitfully at Mass and helps 
us to experience anew the joy of the Gospel by pre-
paring us to encounter Jesus Christ.

We can practice “lectio divina” with any biblical 
texts. The Mass readings are just one place to begin. 

This practice also 
is a way for families 
to pray together. 
Families can set 
aside time to listen 
to God’s Word and 
then share their 
responses with one 
another. By taking 
up the family Bible, 
dusting it off and 
reading it together, 
families will come to 
experience the Bible  
as a book for the 
family (as the theme 
for National Bible 
Week proposes). 
May it be so!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Family Bible or a book for the family?



Prayer for Thanksgiving Day

Most merciful Father, your 
gifts of love are countless and 
your goodness infi nite. On this 
Thanksgiving Day, we come 
before you with gratitude for 
your kindness: open our hearts 
to concern for others so that we 
may share your gifts of loving 
service with all your people.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

“We have to slow 
ourselves down, 
wait on the Lord, 
listen and then 
respond to the 
prompting of his 
grace when some 
word, phrase, 
image or insight 
touches us.”
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The Catholic Difference

The Speaker of the House and Catholic social doctrine 
Warning: This column will speak 

well of Paul Ryan, the new Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, 
and compare him favorably to two 
liberal icons. 

During 40 years of teaching 
and writing about Catholic social 
doctrine, I’ve gotten to know three 
men who had the opportunity to 
embody the Church’s social teach-
ing for a national audience. Two of 
them couldn’t pull it off, for differ-
ent reasons. 

The fi rst was R. Sargent Shriv-
er, founding director of the Peace 
Corps, later head of Lyndon 
Johnson’s War on Poverty, still 
later ambassador to France and 
1972 Democratic vice-presidential 
candidate. Sarge was a wonderful 
man who struck me as an instinc-
tive Catholic social doctrine guy. 
He was far better-educated as a 
Catholic than his Kennedy in-laws. 
But, he “got” the Church’s social 
doctrine, not as an intellectual 
exercise, but through his innate 
decency and his general approach 
to politics as a matter of “oughts” 
as well as a matter of power. 

LBJ, it seems, thought seriously 
about putting Sarge on the 1964 
Democratic ticket, until the in-
laws made it clear that, if there 
was going to be any member of 
the Kennedy Clan on the ticket 
in 1964, it would be Bobby, not 
Sarge. Yet, that, in retrospect, was 
Sarge’s moment.

He was ill-matched with George 

McGovern eight years later. As 
sitting vice-president and presi-
dential nominee in 1968, though, 
he might have done what Hubert 
Humphrey couldn’t manage – pull 
off a Democratic victory. And, a 
pro-life Democratic president in 
the early 1970s might have pre-
vented (or at least forestalled) the 
party’s catastrophic embrace of 
the abortion license. Thus was a 
great opportunity lost. 

Then, there was Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan. Pat had the intellectu-
al chops to grasp the conceptual 
architecture of the social doctrine 
from Leo XIII through John Paul II. 
And his own Hell’s-Kitchen-to-Har-

vard background gave him street 
cred in talking about the “common 
good” and “subsidiarity.”

Pat also was much taken with 
John Paul II and that great pope’s 
leadership of the Catholic human 
rights revolution against commu-
nist tyranny: a cause Pat himself 
valiantly promoted as ambassador 
to the United Nations. The stars 
seemed aligned for a champion of 
the social doctrine to emerge on 
the national scene.

But, in the primaries en route to 
his U.S. Senate election, Pat had 
barely beaten Bella Abzug (a dis-
taff Bernie Sanders in fl oppy hats); 
he was scared of the New York 
Times; and he was a Democrat 
running in New York State after 
the party had nailed its banner to 
the mast of Roe v. Wade. So, as 
the Times became the journalistic 
voice of Planned Parenthood and 
the life issues moved to the center 
of the Church’s social concern in 
America, Pat bailed. 

He seemed to regret it toward the 
end, speaking favorably of a fed-
eral ban on partial-birth abortion. 
But, with Pat, as with Sarge (if for 
quite different reasons), an oppor-
tunity was lost. 

Now comes the third fi gure, the 
new Speaker of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, Paul Ryan. Like 
Sargent Shriver, Paul wants to lift 
up the poor; even better, he wants 
to help unleash the creativity of 
poor people so they can lift them-

selves up and be agents of their 
own destiny.

Like Pat Moynihan, Ryan under-
stands the premises of Catholic so-
cial doctrine and their interaction 
across politics, economics and cul-
ture; but unlike Pat, he isn’t afraid 
to be a pro-life politician, because 
he knows that what’s at stake in 
the life issues – in addition to the 
lives of the unborn, the elderly and 
the severely handicapped – is the 
character of the country. 

Paul Ryan combines Sarge’s nat-
ural decency and commitment to 
family with Pat’s policy-wonkery. 
Paul thought he had the greatest 
job in government: chairman of 
the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee. He traded his dream job for 
the speaker’s gavel, not out of am-
bition, but from a sense of duty.

Now one of the key fi gures on the 
national stage, Paul Ryan brings 
to the speaker’s rostrum a states-
man’s commitment to the prin-
ciples of Catholic social doctrine 
and a keen sense of the politically 
possible. Good news, say I.

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center

Newly elected Speaker of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, Paul Ryan, R-Wis., 
is sworn in on Capitol Hill Oct. 29. CNS 
photo/Gary Cameron, Reuters.

National Bible Week, Nov. 15 
– 21, whose theme is “The Bible: 
A Book for the Family,” follows 
the World Meeting of Families in 
September in Philadelphia and the 
Synod on the Family in October 
in Rome. The U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops is encouraging 
Catholics as families to read the 
Bible. 

National Bible Week marks the 
50th anniversary of the Vatican II 
document on the Bible, “Dei Ver-
bum,” the word of God, which was 
released to the world on Nov. 18, 
1965.

“Through divine revelation, God 
chose to show forth and commu-
nicate Himself and the eternal 
decisions of His will regarding the 
salvation of men. That is to say, 
He chose to share with them those 
divine treasures which totally 
transcend the understanding of the 
human mind,” they wrote in Ch. 1, 
part 6 of “Dei Verbum.”

“Dei Verbum” explains the 
Church’s position as the authority 
of interpretation of Sacred Scrip-
ture. This is an important point as 
Protestant denominations began 
with what Martin Luther and oth-
ers called sola scriptura, meaning 
scripture alone, a belief that indi-
vidual persons may interpret scrip-
ture for themselves without any 
fi rm, indisputable authority. The 

result of sola scriptura has been 
the creation of many thousands of 
Protestant denominations. 

“But, in order to keep the Gospel 
forever whole and alive within the 
Church, the Apostles left bishops 
as their successors, ‘handing over’ 
to them ‘the authority to teach 
in their own place.’ This sacred 
tradition, therefore, and Sacred 
Scripture of both the Old and New 
Testaments are like a mirror in 
which the pilgrim Church on earth 
looks at God, from whom she has 
received everything, until she is 
brought fi nally to see Him as He is, 
face to face (1 John 3:2),” as writ-
ten in Ch. 2, Handing on Divine 
Revelation in “Dei Verbum.”

When Catholic apologist and 
best-selling author Matthew Kelly 
spoke in Tulsa in March, he ad-
vised the audience to grow in their 
faith by reading the Bible for 15 
minutes a day; that if people do 
that, God will transform their lives. 

Read the Gospels with children, 
family for National Bible Week 

The Bible is central to our 
faith as Catholics. But, ap-
proaching such a large and 
complex collection of writings 
that span thousands of years 
can be intimidating. We need a 
guide, a compass to set us off 
on the right course so that our 
time spent studying the Scrip-
tures is a time spent encounter-
ing the living God.

“The Bible Compass,” by Ed-
ward Sri, provides readers with 
the tools to study the Word of 
God with confi dence and pur-
pose. This book demonstrates 
how to read the Bible within the 
living Tradition of the Catholic 
Church, and it addresses all the 
common questions about the 
Bible including:
 Where did the Bible come 

from?
 Why is the Bible so import-

ant?
 Is the Bible really inspired 

by God?
 Why do Catholic Bibles 

have more books than Protes-
tant Bibles?
 Do I have to take the Bible 

literally?
 How do I know if I am inter-

preting the Bible correctly?

 How can archeology, his-
tory and geography enrich our 
study of Scripture?
 How should we as Catholics 

interpret Scripture?
As Catholics we are called to 

have an intimate knowledge of 
Jesus Christ and the Church 
as revealed in the Scriptures. 
Reading the Bible with the 
proper tools and in the appro-
priate context will help you grow 
in your love for the Faith and 
in your relationship with Jesus 
Christ himself, who is “the Word 
made Flesh” (John 1:1).

“The Bible Compass,” and oth-
er books, meditations and study 
guides are available at: http://
ascensionpress.com/t/catego-
ry/study-programs/catholic-bi-
ble-study.

The Bible Compass: A Catholic’s 
Guide to Navigating the Scriptures

Ascension Press 

National Bible Week 2015
www.usccb.org/bible/nation-
al-bible-week
Resources include:
“Making the Word of God a part 
of your home” 
“Reading and understanding the 
Bible”
A copy of “Dei Verbum”



One of the theological controver-
sies that arose in the Church over 
the past few centuries was the 
question of whether ordinary peo-
ple can experience intimacy with 
God, or whether this is something 
reserved for a privileged few.

In the 18th century, a Jesuit 
priest named Father John Baptist 
Scaramelli (+1752) proposed that 
not all Christians are called to the 
same degree of perfection, and 
that, in fact, there were two dis-
tinct paths for us to follow.

Some of us, he theorized, are 
only called to the ascetical life (ob-
serving pious practices, penances 
and simple prayer), while others 
can attain a profound life of con-
templative prayer, or mysticism. 

In this two-tiered system, the ex-
periences of deeper, contemplative 
prayer were seen as extraordinary 
rather than the normal matur-
ing of spiritual life that results 
from cooperating fully with graces 
offered. Therefore, he concluded, 
ordinary people should not expect 
or even desire to experience inti-
macy with God. That was only for 
the “special people.”

A great controversy arose in 
Europe over this question at the 
beginning of the 20th century. 
Scaramelli’s views were criticized 
by other scholars (Saudreau and 
Poulain among others) whose 
arguments amongst themselves 
aroused no shortage of confusion. 

It was a Spanish Dominican, 
Father John Arintero, whose 
masterpiece of spiritual theology 
effectively brought the controversy 
to a close.

Reaching deep into the Catholic 
tradition, Arintero successfully 
destroyed the argument that there 
was a two-tiered system that was 
not accessible to everyone. Rather, 
he taught that contemplation and 
mystical experience was possible 
for anyone who allowed the life of 
grace to mature in them, since all 
Christians are called to the perfec-
tion of charity. His position even-
tually won the day, and has had 
a signifi cant infl uence on Church 
teaching. (See Jordan Aumann, 
OP. “Christian Spirituality in the 
Catholic Tradition”; Sheed and 
Ward, London, 1985. P 273-274.)

At the Second Vatican Council, 
for example, the Sacred Consti-
tution on the Church, “Lumen 
Gentium,” stated that “By her re-
lationship with Christ, the Church 
is a kind of sacrament or sign and 
means of intimate union with God, 
and of the unity of all mankind” 
(LG 1). Do we experience our faith 
that way, as a means of intimate 
union with God? 

Saint John Paul II often spoke 
of our need to grow into intima-
cy with Jesus through prayer. 
He said the intimacy with Jesus 
Christ is the defi nitive aim of cat-
echetics! (Catechesis in Our Times, 
5).

He wrote that our parishes and 
communities must become “gen-

uine schools of prayer, where the 
meeting with Christ is expressed 
not just in imploring help, but also 
in thanksgiving, praise, adoration, 
contemplation, listening and ar-
dent devotion, until the heart truly 
‘falls in love.’” Further, he said, 
“It would be wrong to think that 
ordinary Christians can be content 
with a shallow prayer that is un-
able to fi ll their whole life. Espe-
cially in the face of the many trials 
to which today’s world subjects 
faith, they would be not only me-
diocre Christians but ‘Christians 
at risk’” (Novo Millenio Inuente, 
33-34).

This provokes each one of us 
to examine ourselves. Would we 
describe our relationship with 
Jesus as “shallow” or “mediocre?” 
Or “intimate?” If the former, are we 
willing to go deeper? Are we willing 
to undertake a more disciplined 
approach to giving some time to 
the Lord each day, sharing our 
very lives with him, and listening 
to his Word in Scripture? If the lat-
ter, are we willing to mentor others 
who wish to grow in this intimacy 
with Jesus? That’s what disciple-
ship means.

The evidence suggests that many 
of us have settled for much less 
than what Jesus wishes to offer 
us. Finite things have a limited 
ability to satisfy the hunger of 
the human heart for love. When 
anything other than Jesus is at 
the center of our lives; when we 
don’t know his love in an intimate 
way, we are Christians at risk. We 
become vulnerable to the temp-

tation of lesser goods: addiction, 
selfi shness, adultery, material-
ism, power, control — all offering 
false promises to fi ll this longing 
for love, while conspiring to bring 
us to ruin. There is only one way 
forward: take up the spiritual life 
with some seriousness.

Over the past year, 25 leaders 
from various parishes around 
metropolitan Oklahoma City par-
ticipated in a discipleship process 
that is designed to help people 
grow into an intimate personal re-
lationship with Jesus, and develop 
the heart and habits of a disciple, 
as a Catholic.

This process also is designed to 
multiply. Those 25 who participat-
ed last year now have returned to 
their parishes and have raised up 
about 230 people who are present-
ly going through the process. The 
hope is that those 230 also will 
raise up small groups of disciples, 
and that this process will continue 
to be extended to others.

For more information about the 
process, and how to develop a plan 
for evangelization in your parish, 
please visit the New Evangelization 
webpage on the archdiocesan web-
site: www.archokc.org/new-evan-
gelization/home.
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Intimacy with Jesus
Develop a plan for evangelization in your parish

Carole Brown
Director of New 
Evangelization

Jesus with his disciples in a stained glass window at St. Peter in Woodward. 
Archives of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

Sooner Catholic November 15, 2015  5Stewardship

Becoming a steward: A grateful and generous disciple

Laypeople, priests and bishops 
from around the world gathered in 
Chicago last month for the 2015 
International Catholic Steward-
ship Conference to hear experts 
give tips on how to be true stew-
ards – those who make proper use 
of the gifts entrusted to them by 
God.

While parish leaders empha-
sized that money is essential for a 
parish to continue to serve the community – after 
all, the mandate to give is biblical! – nearly every 
session speaker during the Oct. 22 -24 confer-
ence made the point that no one can be a true 
steward of God’s gifts if the only involvement 
in the parish and in the life of the Church is 
through donations. Each parishioner has to be-
come a disciple of Christ, following him in prayer 
and in service.

Father Darrin Gurr, pastor of Saint Gianna 
Beretta Molla Parish in Winnipeg, Canada, spoke 
about living like a disciple daily in his talk enti-
tled, “Introduction to the Spirituality of Christian 
Stewardship.”

Father Gurr’s experiences of being a pastor for 
25 years were evident in his deeply inspiring talk 
on three “pillars” of living as a steward of God’s 
gifts: gratitude, generosity and trust.

“Gratitude is what enables the Christian to 
get through all of the experiences of life,” Father 
Gurr said. “When you’re grateful, you can’t be 
jealous.”

The dissatisfaction caused by modern consum-
erism and the self-reliance of radical individual-
ism make gratitude one of the greatest challenges 

for people today, he said. However, “even our 
next breath we cannot take without God’s gift.”

“We’re busy living gratitude all week,” Father 
Gurr said of Catholics. Prayers of gratitude 
should be a part of daily life, culminating in 
thanksgiving at Sunday Mass each week.

The second pillar, generosity, is diffi cult be-
cause of the fear of losing what we have.

“Generosity is where stewardship (and Christi-
anity) hits the road,” Father Gurr said.

Father Gurr asked audience members to 
remember a birthday party they’d attended as a 
child, when they were so excited that they said, 
“Open my present fi rst!”

As adults, Father Gurr said, “we lose the joy of 
giving, and giving so profoundly.”

Each person must start giving (whether it be 
through donations, time spent with someone who 
needs help or volunteering in a parish ministry) 
until they begin to feel a deep need to be gener-
ous.

The third, and fi nal, pillar is living in the pres-
ent moment; or trust.

Many people are living in the past or in the 
future with great anxiety, but according to Father 
Gurr, “We can do whatever God wants us to do if 
we just live in the present.”

When they began trusting in God, “people have 
told me they live without anxiety and worry,” he 
said. “No task is ever too daunting.”

Father Gurr ended his talk with a reminder 
that Adam and Eve were the fi rst stewards. They 
tended the garden and to the animals, and cared 
for one another without worry.

“Christ calls us to come back to that primordial 
spirituality,” he said. “Christian stewardship be-
gins by helping people to realize that everything 
is God’s gift to you.”

Brianna Osborne is 
the managing editor of 
the Sooner Catholic.

Fr. Darrin Gurr

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic

Notable quotes from the 2015 International 
Catholic Stewardship Conference

On homilies: “Let your message marinate. Presentation, not content, 
determines interest.” 
– Fr. Michael White, co-author of “Rebuilt” and pastor of Church of the 
Nativity, Timonium, Md.

“Be hospitable. [Jesus] welcomed everybody, to the point that it 
upset people.” 
– Chris Stewart and Tony Brandt, president and vice president of 
Casting Nets Ministries, Wichita, Kan.

“Think about church from the “unchurched” perspective. Create 
an excellent weekend experience. Move people to action. How? Ask 
them to take on a responsibility and show them how they’ll grow in 
faith.”
– Tom Corcoran, coauthor of “Rebuilt”

On music in the liturgy:
“Theater is life-changing, riveting, it makes you wish it would never 
end. We must make people think about Mass this way.” 
– Tom Kendzia, recording artist, composer and director of music at 
Christ the King Parish, Kingston, RI

“The pastor leads the way. He must be a model of stewardship.”
– Eric McArdle, president of Catholic Stewardship Consultants

“Identify the key people or groups to whom your parish can offer 
hospitality: the homeless, those with disabilities, non-Catholics, 
‘occasional’ or returning Catholics, empty nesters, new moms, new-
ly registered parishioners, etc. Pope Francis says, ‘A Christian is 
someone who has learned to welcome!’”
– Christina Bax, pastoral associate at St. Clement Parish, Chicago

“We suggest a three-tier stewardship renewal throughout the year. 
Our parish focuses on prayer and developing prayer life during 
Lent; on service and ministry during the Easter season; and on 
sacrifi cial giving in the fall. Lay witnesses speak on each aspect to 
supplement the pastor’s homilies.”
– Betsy Quinn, director of stewardship and evangelization for St. Pius 
X Catholic Church, Granger, Ind.

Resources
 USCCB: www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teach-
ings/what-we-believe/stewardship/
 International Catholic Stewardship Coun-
cil: http://catholicstewardship.com 
 Catholic Strengths and Engagement: www.
csec.info
 Making Church matter: http://rebuiltpar-
ish.com/ 
 New Evangelization: www.CastingNetsMin-
istries.com 
 Parish hospitality: www.archspm.org/sec-
tions/hospitality-toolkit 
 Stewardship techniques for parishes: 
www.stpius.net/icscresources 

BMCHS One Act Play wins third consecutive state championship
 The Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School One Act Play group won their 

third consecutive Class 5A State Championship last month during the OSSAA 
state competition held in Duncan. The troupe performed their adaption of the 
Alfred Hitchcock play “39 Steps.”  

Cast members, seniors Chris Allen and Evan Clear and sophomore Wendell 
Hixson, were selected by the judges as part of the All State Cast, and the tech-
nical crew won the Outstanding Stage Crew/Tech Award.  

MSM Drama Club places at state and serves local community
The Mount St. Mary Catholic High School Drama Club collected 242 pounds 

of canned goods for Sr. BJ’s Food Pantry.
The Mount One Act Play group won third in the state competition for their 

play “Rosie the Riveter.” Mica Martinez was selected as one of only eleven all 
staters.
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Blessings for attorneys, judges offered at Cathedral  

The traditional Red Mass for the 
legal profession was celebrated 
Oct. 31 at The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help. Archbish-
op Paul Coakley was the principal 
celebrant with Bishop Anthony 
Taylor of the Diocese of Little 
Rock, Ark., was the homilist for 
the Mass. 

The Mass featured high pageant-
ry with seven Knights of Columbus 
forming an honor guard and lead-
ing the entrance procession along 
with seven Knights and Ladies of 
the Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulcher of Jerusalem.

Attorneys wearing judicial robes 
and others in academic robes also 
were included in the procession.

The tradition of the Red Mass 
dates back to the Middle Ages 
when it marked the opening of the 
judicial courts’ annual sessions. 
In the U.S., it is timed to coincide 
with the convening of the U.S. Su-
preme Court’s session in October.

The Mass is offered to ask for di-
vine guidance for lawyers, judges, 
clerks of court, law students and 
professors of law as well as anyone 
connected with the legal profession 
such as government offi cials.

The vestments worn for the 
Mass are red, meant to signify the 
tongues of fi re enkindled by the 
Holy Spirit at the fi rst Pentecost.

Bishop Taylor was familiar to 
many in the congregation on Sat-
urday. Born in Fort Worth, Taylor 
was raised in Ponca City and was 
ordained a priest for the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City in 1980.

He earned a doctorate from 
Fordham University in 1989 and 
has been closely connected with 
Hispanic ministry in Oklahoma.

In 2008, he was named Bishop 
of Little Rock.

In his homily, Bishop Taylor 
noted that members of the legal 
profession have “a special role as 
promoters of justice.” He referred 
to the Gospel for this Mass in 
which Jesus presented the Beat-
itudes, the fourth of which reads 

“Blessed are they who hunger and 
thirst after righteousness.”

Bishop Taylor told attorneys that 
their profession and Jesus’ call 
to holiness come together in this 
Beatitude.

Bishop Taylor asked, “How much 
do we want to do God’s will?” Do 
we desire this “as intensely as a 
starving person wants to eat and 
drink?”

He told the attorneys that their 
profession is “both diffi cult and 
crucial” and that they must “live 
for something” bigger than them-
selves.

Archbishop Coakley opened the 
prayers of intercession after the 
homily, calling on all “to pray for 
God’s people and for justice to 
reign over the world.”

After the prayers, he asked all 
members of the legal profession 
in the congregation to stand for a 
special blessing.

He asked God to “help them to 
be defenders of what is true and 
right,” to “seek to protect peace,” 
and to “secure for us all the bless-
ings of liberty.”

At a reception following the 
Mass, Paula Dalley, professor of 
law at Oklahoma City University, 
said she felt “renewed and encour-
aged” by the day’s program. She 
was reminded that “what I’m doing 
is serving God in a small way.” 
Dalley, in her academic robes, also 
served as one of the readers for the 
Mass.

Also attending were:
Loutitia Eason, chancellor for 

the archdiocese, who has been a 
practicing attorney for more than 
35 years and serves as one of the 
Ladies of the Equestrian Order.

George Rigazzi, director of the 
archdiocesan Offi ce of Family 
Life, who is a Canon lawyer. He 
obtained his licentiate in Canon 
Law from Saint Paul’s, a pontifi cal 
university in Ottawa, Canada.

Attorney Paul Albert came from 
Elk City where he serves as dea-
con for Saint Matthew. Albert has 
practiced law in Elk City for 35 
years. 

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

“Every year we celebrate this 
Mass to ask God to guide judges, 
attorneys, law school professors, 
students and public servants in 
the exercise of your duties in the 
light of God’s higher law, apart 
from which there is no true 
justice. The reason we call this a 
Red Mass is that in this Mass we 
invoke the Holy Spirit – whose 
liturgical color is red – asking 
the Holy Spirit to guide you in 
all you do in your diffi cult, but 
invaluable service to all of us. …

After visiting Washington 
(this past month), Pope Francis 
proceeded on to New York and 
Philadelphia. In Philadelphia, he 
gave a talk on religious liberty 
in front of Independence Hall, 
the birthplace of our country, in 
which our Declaration of Inde-
pendence and our Constitution 
were composed, and within view 
of the Liberty Bell – eloquent 
icons of our nation’s highest 
ideals. He reminded us that our 
‘Declaration of Independence 
stated that all men and women 
are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable rights, and 
that governments exist to pro-
tect and defend those rights.’ He 
also reminded us that ‘these or 
any truths must constantly be 
reaffi rmed, re-appropriated and 
defended. The history of this na-
tion is also the tale of a constant 
effort, lasting to our own day, to 
embody these lofty principles in 

social and political life.’
And, you in the legal profes-

sion are on the front lines of this 
ongoing work of promoting jus-
tice with a human heart – truth 
rooted in mercy – and, of course, 
defending human life, human 
dignity and human rights at all 
stages of existence, especially 
when to do so requires courage, 
wisdom and all the other gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, which we pray 
for today. 

May God bless you in the vital 
service you provide to us and 
may the Lord continue to bless 
us through you!”

Red Mass Homily

Photo Cara Koenig.

Portions of the homily by Bishop Anthony Taylor, 
Diocese of Little Rock

Photo Cara Koenig.

On the heels of Pope Francis’ visit to America, students at Saint Philip 
Neri began their mission to better the environment and develop the ac-
ademic research needed to once more be successful in a national aca-
demic competition.

Saint Philip Neri Future City members are defending their region-
al championship title awarded in 2014 for Best Essay. Future City is 
a cross-cultural program that allows students in middle school to do 
the things engineers do, including identifying problems, brainstorming 
ideas, designing solutions, building and then sharing the results. 

The competition is a fi ve-month process and will focus on environmen-
tal impact. 

Led by Sue Hawkins and Monica Schmidlkofer, the team recently took 
a fi eld trip to Midwest City’s Waste Management Facility. Students met 
Saint Philip Neri’s SAC President Paul Streets, who serves as manager of 
the city’s sanitation and storm water quality departments.  

The students learned about the process of solid waste management. 
The Future City Competition will be held in January in Edmond.

St. Philip Neri students 
prepare for Future City
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Meet the 
Monks

This is the third in a series to 
introduce the men of the religious 
orders of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City.

Br. Damian Whalen, O.S.B.

What order do you belong to? I 
belong to the Order of St. Bene-
dict (Benedictines).

When and at what age did you enter the commu-
nity? I began novitiate in 1975 at age 21.

When did you profess your fi nal (permanent) 
vows? I professed my fi nal vows on Aug. 20, 
1979.

When and how did you fi rst discern a call to 
religious life? I began discerning my call during 
elementary school and continued with the en-
couragement of the pastor and the sisters who 
taught me.

What is your ministry? My ministries are music 
and education.

What do you want people to know about mo-
nastic life? Monastic life is challenging, but it is 
full of opportunities for personal and spiritual 
growth, and is rewarding.

What is the most satisfying part of your vocation? 
The most satisfying part of my vocation is living 
and praying with my brothers in community at 
Saint Gregory’s.

What is your advice to young men who are in the 
process of discerning their vocation? We don’t en-
ter a monastery because we are already perfect 
and holy, but we enter the monastery to become 
holy – it is the task of a whole life.

Dominican sisters visit Lawton students
The month of October brought extra bless-

ings to the Lawton and Fort Sill area with a 
visit by Srs. Chiara Luce, Mary Simon and 
Teresa Christi, O.P., of the Dominican Sisters 
of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist.

The sisters spoke to teenagers from Holy 
Family along with youth from Prince of Peace 
parish in Altus, which was led by Father Cory 
Stanley. They visited students at Saint Mary 
Catholic School in Lawton, spreading the joy 
of the call to religious life and encouraging 
those they met to ask, “What does God want 
from me?” 

The visits with students were followed by 
Vespers and then a bountiful potluck and 
inspiring presentation by the sisters. As they 
shared about their lives, their calling to the 
consecrated life and the charism of their com-
munity, many children asked questions. 

The sisters have inspired curiosity even 
outside of the Church with 
multiple appearances on 
national talk shows and in 
newspaper articles. 

They follow in the footsteps 
of Saint Dominic who founded 
the Order of Preachers in the 
13th century. The Dominican Sisters of Mary, 
Mother of the Eucharist, began with four 
sisters in 1997 and now have 130. They have 
sisters in Rome and in seven states who are 
teachers in elementary schools, high schools 

and colleges.
Prayer comes fi rst in their lives, so that 

their apostolic work overfl ows from their con-
templation, which is nourished in the Eucha-
rist. They live in community with other sis-
ters and treasure times of silence along with 
intense and prayerful study of the Word of 
God. They embrace the monastic observanc-

es given to them through the 
Dominican tradition, through 
vows of poverty, chastity and 
obedience. 

Throughout the year the sis-
ter’s congregation hosts three 

discernment retreats at their mother house in 
Ann Arbor, Mich. They also have a new priory 
outside of Austin, Texas. The earliest that a 
young lady may enter their convent is after 
high school graduation. 

For more information, 
go online to www.sister-
sofmary.org.

2015 Year of Consecrated Life
WAKE UP THE WORLD !

Truyen Nguyen joins Franciscan Capuchin 
religious order postulancy program 

MILWAUKEE – Truyen 
Nguyen, son of Trinh Nguyen 
and Huyen Pham, has joined 
the postulancy program of the 
Capuchin Franciscan friars. 
Nguyen is a parishioner at The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help in Oklahoma City.

 “I moved to the U.S. from 
Vietnam when I was 16 and 
realized I had a vocation path,” Nguyen said. 
“When I was attending a college seminary, 
I was sent to the Philippines for six months 
to serve those in need. The experience truly 
touched me. A friend suggested I look into the 
Capuchins. I was looking for a contemplative 
life while working for those in need.”

 Truyen is providing ministry to Capuchin 
Community Services’ Saint Ben’s Communi-
ty Meal site, a social services ministry that 
provides nutritious meals six days a week to 

those who are homeless or at risk of becom-
ing homeless.  

After one year of postulancy, the candi-
dates continue their studies and vocational 
discernment process through training as a 
novice, which also is one year in duration. 
The novitiate year is when they receive the 
Capuchin habit. The year focuses on classes, 
personal and communal prayer, silence and 
spiritual direction. Novitiate ends with the 
fi rst profession of temporary vows of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience. 

 The Capuchin friars live as a community 
of brothers, modeling themselves after Saint 
Francis of Assisi, assisting the poor and mar-
ginalized. The Capuchin Province of Saint Jo-
seph is headquartered in Detroit and serves 
Capuchin ministries worldwide. 

For more information, go online to www.
thecapuchins.org or www.capuchinfrancis-
cans.org.

Couples celebrate wedding anniversaries at Cathedral

John and Jeri Mesa, parishioners at St. Mark in Norman, have been 
married 51 years. Photos Cara Koenig.

Chuan & Mai Nguyen, Cathedral parishioners, 
have been married 50 years.

Archbishop Coakley greets a couple at the Anni-
versary Mass.

“In the family, indeed, there are diffi culties. But those diffi -
culties are overcome with love.”

~ Pope Francis, speech at Festival of Families, Philadelphia



Sooner Catholic8 November 15, 2015 Across the Archdiocese Sooner Catholic November 15, 2015 9Across the Archdiocese

Archbishop Coakley visited All Saints School in Norman on Nov. 4. The stu-
dents wore costumes for the feast of All Saints. Photos Chris Porter.

Archbishop visits schools in Norman, Ponca City

Archbishop Coakley laughs as the preschoolers make silly faces at St. Mary School in Ponca City. Photo Diane Clay.

St. Gregory’s Benedictine Hall Centennial celebrated 
SHAWNEE — Saint Gregory’s 

University celebrated the centennial 
of Benedictine Hall on Nov. 7 with 
hundreds of alumni, community 
members, students, staff members 
and faculty joining Archbishop Paul 
Coakley, Tulsa Bishop Edward Slat-
tery, Rt. Rev. Lawrence Stasyszen 
and Archbishop Emeritus Eusebius 
Beltran. 

This year marked the centenni-
al celebration of Saint Gregory’s 
Benedictine Hall and the 100- year 
anniversary of the establishment of 
the Shawnee campus.

Benedictine Hall is on the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places, and 
in November 2011, the building’s 
iconic status became dramatically 
apparent when a 5.6 magnitude 
earthquake destroyed its four 
turrets. The story received exten-
sive national press, and more than 
3,400 alumni, students, friends and 
donors offered support to rebuild 
them.          

The community celebrated Sat-
urday morning with a special Mass 
celebrated by Archbishop Coakley 
with Archbishop Beltran, Bishop 
Slattery and Abbot Lawrence as the 
concelebrants.  

Following Mass, the congrega-
tion processed to the front steps of 
Benedictine Hall for a re-dedication. 

“This weekend was a joyous 
commemoration of Saint Grego-
ry’s proud history, 100 years of 

our establishment in the Shaw-
nee community and salute to the 
monks’ 140-year commitment to a 
Catholic liberal arts education,” said 
D. Gregory Main, president of Saint 
Gregory’s University. “This Home-
coming also was a celebration of a 
revitalized university that, with the 
help of our many alums and com-
munity, will graduate more genera-
tions of students who have grown in 
mind, body and spirit.”

The university also recognized 
Coach Don Sumner and Jenetta 
Sumner by renaming the fi eldhouse 
in their honor and an unveiling a 
new sign for the athletic facility. 
The Sumners have dedicated 75 
years combined service to the Saint 
Gregory’s community. Former Saint 
Gregory’s basketball player and 
current ESPN sportscaster, Bryn-
don Manzer, regaled attendees with 
many stories of their time at the 
school. 

The event concluded with a spe-
cial Centennial Homecoming Gala 
at the Shawnee Expo Center where 
more than 300 alumni, community 
members and friends of Saint Greg-
ory’s joined the celebration. 

Oklahoma City University Pres-
ident Robert Henry served as the 
keynote speaker and spoke fondly 
of the tenacity of the Saint Grego-
ry’s spirit and the monks who have 
served as its foundation for 140 
years.

Rt. Rev. Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., blesses graves for the Mass in Commem-
oration of Deceased Monks. Above, attendees at the Centennial Mass gather in 
front of Benedictine Hall. Photos courtesy of Br. George A. Hubl, O.S.B. 

Top, the 1915 dedication of Benedictine Hall with Bishop Meerschaert. Photo cour-
tesy of St. Gregory’s Abbey. Above, the centennial Mass celebrated by Archbishop 
Coakley. Photo Theresa Bragg.

The re-dedication of Benedictine Hall. Photo Theresa Bragg.
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Advent: As Christ draws near
Beginning the Church’s liturgical year, Ad-

vent (from, “ad-venire” in Latin or “to come to”) 
is the season encompassing the four Sundays 
(and weekdays) leading up to the celebration of 
Christmas.

The Advent season is a time of preparation 
that directs our hearts and minds to Christ’s 
second coming at the end of time and also to 
the anniversary of the Lord’s birth on Christ-
mas. The fi nal days of Advent, from Dec. 17 to 
Dec. 24, focus particularly on our preparation 
for the celebrations of the Nativity of our Lord 
(Christmas).

Advent devotions, including the Advent 
wreath, remind us of the meaning of the sea-
son. The Advent calendar can help fully enter 
in to the season with daily activity and prayer 
suggestions to prepare you spiritually for the 
birth of Jesus Christ.  

Advent has a twofold character, for it is 
a time of preparation for the Solemnities of 
Christmas, in which the First Coming of the 
Son of God to humanity is remembered, and 
likewise a time when, by remembrance of this, 
minds and hearts are led to look forward to 
Christ’s Second Coming at the end of time. For 
these two reasons, Advent is a period of devout 
and expectant delight.

Advent begins with First Vespers (Evening 
Prayer I) of the Sunday that falls on or closest 
to Nov. 30 and it ends before First Vespers 
(Evening Prayer I) of Christmas.

The Sundays of this time of year are named 
the First, Second, Third and Fourth Sundays of 
Advent.

The weekdays from Dec. 17 up to and includ-
ing Dec. 24 are ordered in a more direct way to 
preparing for the Nativity of the Lord.

The liturgical color for Advent is purple, just 
like Lent — as both are seasons that prepare 
us for great feast days. Also Advent (like Lent) 
includes an element of penance in the sense of 

preparing, quieting and disciplining our hearts 
for the full joy of Christmas.

This penitential dimension is expressed 
through the color purple, but also through the 
restrained manner of decorating the church 
and altar: “During Advent the fl oral decoration 
of the altar should be marked by a moderation 
suited to the character of this time of year, 
without expressing in anticipation the full joy 
of the Nativity of the Lord… [also] the use of the 

organ and other musical instruments should 
be marked by a [similar] moderation…” (GIRM 
n. 305 and n. 313).

The third Sunday of Advent is called 
“Gaudete” Sunday (coming from the fi rst word 
of the Latin Entrance Antiphon for this day, 
meaning “Rejoice”) and the liturgical color may 
be rose instead of purple. This is the Church’s 
way of further heightening our expectation as 
we draw ever nearer the Solemnity of Christ-
mas.

The circular Advent wreath is symbolic of 
eternity, its green branches mean hope, and 
so the Advent wreath calls us to hold to Christ 
as our eternal hope. The wreath’s four candles 
follow the liturgical colors of the season. 

Music also refl ects and creates the spirit of 
the Advent season. “Emmanuel” is an ancient 
Latin hymn believed to be as old as the 8th 
or 9th century. Its origins are the beautiful O 
Antiphons, which may be even older and which 
are still a part of evening prayer in the Litur-
gy of the Hours, accompanying the Magnifi cat 
from Dec. 17 to 24.

Each of the antiphons, or verses, addresses 
Christ with a title drawn from Scripture, from 
Isaiah or Micah, and each begins with the ex-
clamatory “O.”

The antiphons cry “Come and teach us,” 
“Come with outstretched arms to redeem us,” 
Come, and save us,” Come, and deliver [us],” 
“Come and enlighten [us],” Come and save 
man,” and “Come and save us.”

This Advent, Christ comes, he draws near to 
us, and by seeking him, we will yet fi nd him in 
our prayers and our practices, our observance 
of this most holy season.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Adam Olsen lights a candle on the Advent wreath at 
St. Raphael the Archangel Church in St. Louis. The 
wreath, with a candle marking each week of the season, 
is a traditional symbol of the liturgical period. CNS 
photo/Lisa Johnston.

“God is with us and will provide”
Ardmore’s Saint Mary honors dedicated parishioner

When Alan and Celsa Thomas 
decided to adopt a young boy, age 7, 
they didn’t have a clue what God’s 
plan was for them. There would be 
hard work, tragedy, inspiration, per-
spiration and joy. As Celsa Thomas 
said, the most important thing is 
that we must follow “God’s mission 
for us, and God always provides.” 

Alan and Celsa Thomas moved to 
Oklahoma from Southern California 
and joined Ardmore’s Saint Mary 
parish. They said they had found 
love and support in the parish fam-
ily. 

According to Ann Stolfa, assistant 
director of education, “If I had to 
pick one person from this parish 
who is truly inspirational, it would 
be Celsa Thomas.”

Celsa Thomas is “making dis-
ciples” in many ways. She leads 
a Bible study and is known as a 
dynamo of energy and devotion 
to the work of the Church. When 
something needs to be done, staff 
members said, she doesn’t just talk 
about it, she wants it done. 

Juan Jimenez is in his third year 
of study for the permanent dea-
conate, and when he needs further 

clarifi cation on a subject, he goes to 
Celsa. 

“I fi nd Ms. Thomas to be an ex-
cellent resource as she really knows 
the faith of the Catholic Church.”

About 10 years ago, the Thomases 
decided to adopt a child, “Sammy.” 
Everything was moving according 
to the “Thomas Plan” until God 
revealed His plan. The adoption 
agency suggested they also adopt 
his younger brother, “Scotty.” 

There were a number of complica-
tions. First, Scotty had a number of 
health issues. He was heavily med-
icated for hyperactivity caused by 
the drug activity of his birth mother. 
There also were fi nancial consid-
erations and many other concerns 
about adopting two children instead 
of one.

About a week before the adoption 
was to take place, Alan talked Celsa 
into adopting both boys. Tragical-
ly, Alan was killed in a motorcycle 
accident two days before the fi nal 
adoption of the brothers. 

After much prayer, Celsa went 
to the agency and said, “Two of us 
were going to adopt both boys, can 
I adopt both boys?” The adoption 
went through. Doctors recommend-
ed Scotty stay heavily medicated, 

but Celsa Thomas was determined 
not to let this happen. Through 
hard work, love and attention, she 
took him off of his medication, and 
her son leads a successful, normal 
life. 

As a single parent, Thomas 
worked at Charles Evans Elemen-
tary School in Ardmore and relied 
on her parish friends for support in 
raising two children.

Today, Sammy, 19, is attending 
North Texas University. Scotty grad-
uated from high school and is work-
ing in Ardmore. He is contemplating 
college. Both boys continue to serve 
their community in many ways at 
Mass and as volunteers around the 
parish.

“No matter how rough the mis-
sion is, God always provides and is 
always with you,” Thomas said.

By Charles Albert
For the Sooner Catholic

For more on the Advent season, which 
begins Nov. 29, go online to www.usccb.
org for resources, advent calendars, etc.
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Catholic Foundation 2015 Educational Grants awarded
The Catholic Foundation annually awards 

grants in support of education-related projects 
to parishes, schools and religious education 
programs throughout the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City.

“Educational projects in parishes and schools 
within the archdiocese are in constant need of 
support, and the Catholic Foundation fulfi lls 
many of those needs through our grants pro-
gram,” said Jerry Kelley, president of the Cath-
olic Foundation. “The foundation’s endowment 
ensures that these programs can be funded an-
nually for years to come. This year we awarded 
53 grants totaling a record $98,379.95.”

Many of the grants go to technology improve-
ments in the classrooms. As a special empha-
sis, grants for STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics) projects were 
promoted within the schools. 

The 2015 Grant recipients are:
Parish/School – City – Project

Epiphany of the Lord, OKC -- digital camera
Good Shepherd, Boise City -- media system 

for youth and adult education 
Holy Name of Jesus, Chickasha -- AV equip 

and computers 
Holy Trinity, Okarche -- confi rmation books, 

computer 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Sterling -- refur-

bishing RE building 
Our Lady of Sorrows, Chandler -- new Bibles, 

shelves and printer 
Our Lady of Victory, Purcell -- technology RE 

classroom 
St. Eugene Church, OKC -- Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd 
St. Eugene, Weatherford – RE videos and 

equipment 
St. Francis Xavier, Enid -- Totus Tuus sum-

mer program 
St. Gregory the Great, Enid -- Totus Tuus 

summer program 
St. John the Baptist, Edmond – Bible DVDs 
St. Joseph, Ada -- Totus Tuus summer pro-

gram 
St. Joseph, Norman -- technology equipment 
St. Joseph, Tonkawa -- Television/Blu-ray 

St. Joseph, Union City -- adult education 
books and guides 

St. Matthew, Elk City -- sound system 
St. Paul the Apostle, Del City -- copier, learn-

ing tools kit, DVDs, workbooks 
St. Peter, Lindsay – Symbolon parish forma-

tion program  
St. Philip Neri, Midwest City -- Totus Tuus 

summer program  
St. Teresa of Avila, Harrah -- Bibles for RE 

students 
St. Thomas More, Norman -- Totus Tuus 

summer program 
St. Patrick, OKC -- Labyrinth: The Inward 

Journey 
Good Shepherd, Marietta -- Steubenville 

youth conference 
Holy Angels, OKC -- Steubenville Youth Con-

ference 
Holy Name, Shattuck -- Steubenville Youth 

Conference 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Calumet -- Catho-

lic Heart Youth Camp mission trip 
Prince of Peace, Altus -- Disciple Catholic 

Youth Conference 
Sacred Heart, Mooreland -- Steubenville 

Youth Conference 
St. Francis Xavier, Sulphur -- Steubenville 

Youth Conference 
St. Joseph, Blackwell -- Steubenville Youth 

Conference 
St. Joseph, Buffalo -- Steubenville Youth 

Conference 
St. Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC -- Steuben-

ville Youth Conference 
St. Mary, Ardmore -- Steubenville Youth Con-

ference 
St. Mary, Guthrie -- Steubenville Youth Con-

ference 
St. Monica, Edmond -- Steubenville Youth 

Conference 
St. Charles Borromeo, OKC -- Steubenville 

Youth Conference 
St. Francis of Assisi, OKC -- Steubenville 

Youth Conference 
St. James the Greater, OKC -- Steubenville 

Youth Conference 
St. Peter, Woodward -- Steubenville Youth 

Conference 
St. Rose of Lima, Perry -- Steubenville Youth 

Conference 
All Saints School, Norman -- after school 

discovery team 
Bishop McGuinness High School, OKC -- 3D 

printer and 3D scanner 
Good Shepherd School, OKC -- educational 

technology support 
Sacred Heart School, El Reno -- front row 

classroom sound system 
Sacred Heart School, OKC -- subscription to 

IXL program  
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School, Edmond -- 

STEM in the Gym - simple machines 
St. James the Greater School, OKC -- docu-

ment cameras  
St. John Nepomuk School, Yukon -- FLL 

robotics team 
St. Mary School, Guthrie -- mad science 

STEM program 
St. Mary School, Lawton – STEM solving 

problems, fi nding solutions 
St. Philip Neri School, Midwest City -- 

chromebooks 
Sts. Peter and Paul School, Kingfi sher – 

smart boards  

CFO board member Russ Farley, right, presents a 
Catholic Foundation 2014 grant check to St. Francis 
Xavier Parish, Sulphur. Pictured with Farley are youth 
leaders Brenda Williams and Karla Scott, parish secre-
tary Rosalina Aglialoro-Hoyle and Father Billy Lewis.  

CCHD parish collection to fi ght poverty
 to be held Nov. 21-22

The Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development annual collection will 
be held on Nov. 21-22 in parishes 
throughout the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City. Contributions support 
local grants that help support preg-
nant and parenting women, voca-
tional development for adults with 
developmental disabilities, Hispanic 
families engage in their children’s 
schools, tools to help start a small 
business for low-income families, 
and an after-school program for stu-
dents who come from lower-income 
homes.

CCHD supports programs that 
are aimed at breaking the cycle of 
poverty through community groups 
by creating lasting change. 

“In the gospel of Luke, Jesus told 
his disciples, ‘Go out quickly into the 
streets and alleys of the town and 
bring in here the poor and the crip-
pled, the blind and the lame.’ This is 
the mission of CCHD (Lk. 14.15-24),” 
said Bishop Jaime Soto of Sacra-
mento, Calif., chairman of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (US-
CCB) Subcommittee on the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development.

 “CCHD works on the margins, 
alongside our brothers and sisters 
to bring new hope, build communi-
ty, and address the root causes of 
poverty. With its focus on long-term 

solutions, CCHD transforms the lives 
of families and communities in need, 
bringing them to the table of God’s 
Kingdom of justice, love and peace.”

Parishes, Catholic schools and 
Catholic Charities’ homeless services 
are supported through CCHD local 
grants. Twenty-fi ve percent of the 
proceeds from each CCHD collection 
stay in the diocese to fi ght poverty at 
the local level.

The Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development annual collection is the 
church’s domestic anti-poverty pro-
gram and was founded 46 years ago 
by the bishops of the United States. 

 An important part of CCHD’s 
mission is to encourage people to 
work together to eliminate poverty — 
not just for a day, but for a lifetime. 
These grants fund community efforts 
to promote human dignity and fi ght 
poverty. 

Please consider supporting the 
campaign with a fi nancial donation. 

For more information, call (405) 
523-3003 or go online to http://
catholiccharitiesok.org/Par-
ishOutreach. More information 
about the Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development is available at 
www.povertyusa.org. Other resourc-
es can be found at www.usccb.org/
cchd/collection.

THEO 1003 INTRODUCTION TO 
OLD TESTAMENT

Tuesdays, Jan. 19 – May 3, 7 
p.m. to 10 p.m.; Sheila Mueller (3 
credit hours)

A study of the law, prophets, 
historical books, and wisdom liter-
ature of the Old Testament using 
analytical methods of contempo-
rary scholarship. Each book will be 
studied within its own social-po-
litical and cultural context, as a 
product of the Jewish faith commu-
nity and an expression of Yahweh’s 
revelation. Prerequisites: none.

THEO 4003 CHRISTOLOGY
Thursdays, Jan. 21 – May 5, 7 

p.m. to 10 p.m., Vince Brady
Students investigate the answers 

given in scripture and ecclesial tra-
dition to Jesus’ question, “Who do 
you say I am?” Beginning with Gos-
pel Christologies and tracing devel-
opments in Christological doctrine 
through the Councils of Nicaea and 
Chalcedon, this course gives a fi rm 
foundation for examining recent 
Christological proposals found 
among today’s leading theologians. 
Emphasis is given to seeing Chris-
tian belief, worship and moral 

practice as having its ground and 
legitimacy in the Church’s funda-
mental Christological convictions.  

Prerequisites: ordinarily Intro-
duction to New Testament and 
Theology of Church.

ELECTIVE COURSE: THEO 4883 
THE LETTERS OF PAUL

Mondays, Jan. 18 – May 2, 7 
p.m. – 10 p.m., Jim Smith

This course is a survey of the 
writings of Saint Paul, his intent in 
writing, and his understanding of 
Jesus the Christ and his message. 
The course will acquaint students 
with the background, origins, 
construction, theological impor-
tance and development of each of 
the Pauline letters. The relevance 
of Paul’s writings to us today, and 
their power to bring us to a re-
newed fervor and more intimate 
relationship with God will be dis-
cussed. Prerequisites: none.

Registration:
Contact the Pastoral Ministry 

Offi ce, (405) 721-4208, cgrimes@
archokc.org or dkoorie@archokc.
org, or go online to http://archokc.
org/offi ce-of-pastoral-ministry/
home.

Pastoral ministry program releases 
spring schedule
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Entre los recuerdos de mi casa de infancia es 
la Biblia de la familia encuadernada en cuero 
hermoso. Ocupó un lugar de prominencia en la 
mesa en la sala de estar.

Irónicamente, la sala de estar no era un 
lugar que nosotros, los niños, se les permitía ir 
normalmente, excepto en ocasiones especiales. 
Era para la exhibición y para los huéspedes. 
Yo tendría que decir que la Biblia de la familia 
probablemente se trató de la misma manera. 
No recuerdo nunca sentarse a leerlo. Yo recu-
erdo de vez en cuando mirando las fotos bril-
lantes y maravillosas de escenas de la vida de 
Jesús y de la historia de la salvación. Esa es la 
manera en que las cosas eran en muchos hog-
ares católicos en la década de 1960. Pero, eso 
comenzó a cambiar hace unos 50 años.

Hace cincuenta años, ya que el Concilio Vat-
icano II estaba a punto de concluir, se promul-
gó una de sus documentos claves, que ha 
tenido un impacto tan grande como cualquiera 
en la vida de la Iglesia en los años siguientes.

La Constitución dogmática sobre la divina 
revelación, o “Dei Verbum” como se le conoce 
por su título en latín, ha ayudado a marcar el 
comienzo de una época de mayor apreciación 
bíblica y conocimiento entre todos los católi-
cos. Cambió la forma en que nos acercamos 
a la evangelización y la catequesis. Cambió la 
forma en que los sacerdotes preparan homilías 
y celebran los sacramentos. Ayudó a poner 
en marcha muchos esfuerzos en los estudios 
bíblicos católicos. Alentó el desarrollo de los 
recursos bíblicos populares y motivó muchos 
católicos a recoger y leer la Biblia. Uno de los 
mejores frutos del Concilio Vaticano II ha sido 
el renovado énfasis en la Palabra de Dios en la 
vida de la Iglesia y en la vida de cada cristiano.

Esta semana, la Conferencia Estadounidense 
de Obispos Católicos invita a las familias, par-
roquias, escuelas y todos los católicos a partic-
ipar en la Semana Nacional de la Biblia en la 
celebración del aniversario 50 de la publicación 

de “Dei Verbum”.
La Semana Nacio-

nal de la Biblia se 
observa este año del 
15 al 21 de noviem-
bre. El tema para 
2015 es “La Biblia: 
Un libro para la 
familia.” El tema se 

basa en la reciente visita de Papa Francisco 
a Filadelfi a para el Encuentro Mundial de las 
Familias y en la recién concluida Sínodo de los 
Obispos sobre la Familia. En ambos eventos 
hubo énfasis en la renovación de la familia a 
través de la conversación regular con la Pal-
abra de Dios en las Sagradas Escrituras.

Muchos católicos aún no saben cómo em-
pezar a leer las Escrituras diariamente. La 
lectura de la Biblia con la Iglesia, siguiendo 
las lecturas diarias de la misa, ofrece una guía 
diaria que asegura una exposición exhaustiva 
de la totalidad de la verdad salvadora de Dios y 
el plan para nuestra salvación.

¿Cómo se puede abordar este tipo de lectu-
ra bíblica? Sin duda, es útil tener una Biblia 
de estudio católica, que puede proporcionar 
algunos antecedentes y el contexto de los 
diversos textos bíblicos. Estudios de la Bib-
lia Católica también pueden ser valiosas para 
ayudarnos a crecer en nuestro conocimiento 
bíblico. Excelente materiales impresos y en 
línea están disponibles. “El Catecismo de la 
Iglesia Católica” es un compañero útil también. 
Estos son benefi ciosos, pero no son sufi cientes. 
Son herramientas; pero sólo nos preparan para 
el encuentro salvífi co con la Palabra de Dios.

“La fe, entonces, viene a través de la au-
dición”, como enseña San Pablo en la Carta a 
los Romanos (10:17). La asamblea litúrgica es 
el lugar principal donde nos encontramos con 
la Palabra de Dios. La Liturgia de la Palabra en 
la Misa, incluyendo la homilía, tiene un gran 
poder de tocar y convertir nuestros corazones. 

Pero, podemos 
prepararnos para 
benefi ciar de la 
proclamación 
litúrgica a través 
de nuestra propia 
lectura personal 
y orante de la 
Biblia. El nombre 
tradicional para 
esta lectura orante 
y lenta de la Biblia es “lectio divina”.

Al llamar al Espíritu Santo y luego, a leer 
lentamente y con reverencia, refl exionar y re-
sponder a la Palabra de Dios, permitimos que 
la Palabra de Dios penetre suavemente nues-
tros corazones y poco a poco, por el contacto 
diario con la Palabra que salva, para transfor-
marnos.

Este es un ejercicio espiritual que requiere 
paciencia y perseverancia. Tenemos que redu-
cir la velocidad a nosotros mismos, esperar en 
el Señor, escucha y luego responder a la mo-
ción de su gracia cuando alguna palabra, frase, 
imagen o idea nos toca. La fi delidad diaria al 
“lectio divina” es una fuente de alimento espir-
itual sólida, que nos ayuda a prepararnos para 
participar en la Misa y nos ayuda a experimen-
tar de nuevo la alegría del Evangelio por prepa-
rarnos para el encuentro con Jesucristo.

Podemos practicar “lectio divina” con cual-
quieras textos bíblicos. Las lecturas de la misa 
son sólo un punto de partida. Esta práctica 
también es una manera para que las famili-
as rezan juntos. Las familias pueden reservar 
un tiempo para escuchar la Palabra de Dios y 
luego compartan sus respuestas con otros. Al 
tomar la Biblia de la familia, quitar el polvo y 
leer juntos, las familias vienen a experimentar 
la Biblia como un libro para la familia (como 
el tema para la Semana Nacional de la Biblia 
propone). Que así sea!

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

¿Biblia de la familia o un libro para la familia?

HUNTINGTON, N.Y. — Según Jesús llamó a 
sus discípulos de muchas maneras, los direc-
tores de vocaciones y la facultad de los semi-
narios tienen que caminar con los candidatos 
y estudiantes para entender y satisfacer sus 
necesidades individuales mientras disciernen 
su llamado al sacerdocio, de acuerdo con el 
obispo de Orlando, Florida.

Las normas diocesanas y las prácticas de 
los seminarios deben acomodar las variadas 
expresiones de oración y celebraciones cultura-
les, particularmente en las diversa y creciente 
comunidad católica hispana, dijo el obispo 
John G. Noonan.

Él se dirigió al taller hispano de la conferen-
cia nacional de directores diocesanos de voca-
ciones realizado el 29 de octubre en el seminar-
io Immaculate Conception en Huntington.

Él dijo que los hispanos componen el 42 
por ciento de la población católica de Estados 
Unidos y más del 50 por ciento de los católicos 
menores de 35 años de edad, pero solamente el 
15 por ciento de los estudiantes de los sem-
inarios. “¿Qué estamos haciendo mal?”, pre-
guntó él.

El obispo Noonan dijo que las diferencias 
entre las culturas hispánicas debieran ser 
reconocidas por la iglesia y los directores de 
vocaciones deben señalar el ejemplo del papa 
Francisco como sacerdote y líder de habla 
hispana.

El obispo nativo irlandés describió como des-
pertador cultural su propia educación bilingüe 
en los dos seminarios de la Arquidiócesis de 
Miami. Los estudiantados incluían inmigrantes 
cubanos y no hispanos. Él dijo que las liturgias 
y celebraciones alegres, físicas y ruidosas “eran 

un tanto extraordinarias para un anglo. En 
Irlanda nunca expresamos nuestros sentimien-
tos”, él bromeó.

La gente aplaudía durante la Misa, la gente 
entraba en vaivén, la gente hablaba. Todo era 
foráneo para mí. Lo aceptaba y lo disfrutaba 
totalmente”, dijo el obispo Noonan.

Como rector durante mucho tiempo de su 
seminario alma mater, y durante su puesto de 
nueve años como director de vida sacerdotal y 
ministerio para la Arquidiócesis de Miami, él 
usaba sus experiencias personales como semi-
narista inmigrante para animar a los directores 
de vocaciones a acompañar a los candidatos en 
su viaje de discernimiento y desarrollo.

El obispo Noonan dijo que no es necesario 
hablar el idioma ni conocer la cultura, pero 
los sacerdotes tienen que atender a su gente, 
extenderse y acogerla. Los pastores en parro-
quias primordialmente anglo que celebran una 
sola Misa en español necesitan entender que 
los hispanos “no están solamente usando la 
iglesia; la parroquia es de ellos también, él dijo.

“Comida, música y bailes folclóricos son 
importantes para una cultura y estos derriban 
barreras”, dijo el obispo Noonan. “La experien-
cia de nuestra fe es tan limitada que a veces 
que no entendemos qué es celebrar el multicul-
turalismo”, él dijo.

Los directores de vocaciones y la facultad de 
los seminarios tienen que pasar tiempo conoci-
endo a los candidatos y desarrollar aprecio y
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Taller de vocaciones examina satisfacer necesidades pastorales
Por Beth Griffin 

Catholic News Service 

Foto CNS/Gregory A. Shemitz.
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Misericordia sin fronteras trae curación, caminos a la reconciliación

Estamos a pocos días de distancia desde el 
principio del Jubileo Extraordinario de la Mi-
sericordia. Un Año Santo convocada por Papa 
Francisco y programada para comenzar en la 
próxima Fiesta de la Inmaculada Concepción, 
8 de diciembre, y termina en la fi esta de Cristo 
Rey, 20 de noviembre 2016.

En la carta del Santo Padre “Misericordiae 
Vultus”, donde describe las ideas claves de 
este Jubileo Extraordinario de la Misericordia, 
señala la esencia de esta celebración de un año 
de duración:

 1) “Jesucristo es el 
rostro de la misericordia 
del Padre. Estas palabras 
bien podrían resumir el 
misterio de la fe cristiana. 
Misericordia se ha con-
vertido viva y visible en 
Jesús de Nazaret, llegando a su culminación 
en él. El Padre, “rico en misericordia” (Ef 2, 4), 
después de haber revelado su nombre a Moisés 
como “un Dios misericordioso y clemente, tardo 
a la cólera y rico en amor y fi delidad” (Ex 34, 
6), nunca ha dejado de mostrar, de diversas 
maneras a lo largo de la historia, su naturaleza 
divina “.

2) “Necesitamos a contemplar constante-
mente al misterio de la misericordia. Es un 
manantial de alegría, serenidad y paz. Nuestra 
salvación depende de ello. Misericordia: la pa-
labra revela el misterio de la Santísima Trini-
dad. Misericordia: el acto último y supremo por 
el cual Dios viene a encontrarnos. Misericordia: 
la ley fundamental que habita en el corazón de 
cada persona que mira atentamente a los ojos 
de sus hermanos y hermanas en el camino de 
la vida. Misericordia: el puente que une a Dios 
y el hombre, abriendo nuestros corazones a la 
esperanza de ser amado por siempre a pesar de 
nuestro pecado “.

En el corazón de esta celebración nos encon-
tramos con una persona, Jesucristo, el rostro 
de la misericordia de Dios. La verdadera cele-
bración del Jubileo Extraordinario es crecer en 
la disposición de abrir nuestra vida a la miseri-
cordia amorosa de Dios, que se comunica con 
nosotros a través de Jesucristo, y para ayudar 
a otros a disfrutar de la misericordia de Dios 
también.

El Jubileo Extraordinario de la Misericordia 
llegará a muchos e invitarlos a casa a la comu-
nidad de fe centrada en Jesucristo.

Un grupo de hermanos y hermanas que es 
los hombres y las mujeres 
que siguen lastimando de 
un matrimonio fracasa-
do. Francisco encomendó 
ciertos cambios a las leyes 
de la Iglesia con respec-
to al proceso de nulidad 
para aliviar algunas de las 

cargas que el proceso ha traído sobre aquellos 
que buscan la curación y la reconciliación con 
Jesús.

Antes de entrar en estos cambios, me reviso 
algunas enseñanzas y requisitos clave para el 
sacramento del matrimonio.

El sacramento del matrimonio hace presente 
nuestro Señor y Salvador Jesucristo en, y parte 
de, el vínculo de amor de la pareja. Esta es una 
alianza única e indisoluble con Cristo como 
centro a la unión marital.

Para este vínculo sacramental sea válida, 
ciertos requisitos se deben cumplir. Un ma-
trimonio católico válido requiere cuatro ingre-
dientes básicos de la pareja: (1) son libres de 
entrar en la relación de pacto del sacramento 
del matrimonio; (2) intercambiar libremente 
su consentimiento para entrar en esta relación 
de alianza; (3) la intención de vivir fi elmente 
esta relación de pacto para el resto de su vida 
y estar abierto a una nueva vida (niños); y (4) 
el consentimiento expreso en presencia de dos 
testigos y un ministro autorizado, lo que repre-

senta el cuerpo de Cristo.
El proceso de nulidad investiga si se han 

cumplido los cuatro requisitos. Si se cumplen 
los requisitos, a continuación, lo que Dios ha 
unido, nadie puede romper. Por otro lado, si 
no se cumplen uno o más de los requisitos, 
entonces nunca existió un verdadero vínculo 
pacto. La Iglesia no se divorcia a ellos, la Iglesia 
simplemente reconoce y ofi cializa que un ver-
dadero vínculo sacramental nunca existió.

Estoy simplifi cando esto un poco. Yo clara-
mente no recomiendo a nadie de tratar de 
determinar si un caso individual puede obtener 
un decreto de nulidad. Deja esto a los expertos 
en el tribunal.

El proceso de anulación, mientras que una 
triste realidad que puede traer dolor a otro, 
muchas veces puede servir como una oportuni-
dad para la curación y la reconciliación con 
Jesús. Los fi eles ahora pueden disfrutar de to-
dos los medios de salvación ofrecidos por Jesús 
y puesto a disposición a través de Su Iglesia.

Papa Francisco hizo que el proceso para la 
declaración de nulidad sea más fácil. En su 
carta, conocida por su título en latín, “Mitis 
Iudex Dominus Iesus”, que se traduce como 
“El Señor Jesús, el juez clemente,” Francisco, 
entre otras cosas, acortó el proceso por la elim-
inación de los pasos considerados duplicación. 
Se coloca el obispo como juez y el supervisor 
del clero que se ocupan de los casos para dar 
énfasis a la naturaleza pastoral del proceso.

Muchos de los casos pueden ahora ser trat-
ados a nivel local, incluso cuando una de las 
partes vive en un país diferente.

Si tiene alguna pregunta, hable con su pas-
tor. Si usted todavía no está claro, entonces 
llame al Tribunal Matrimonial de la Arquidióce-
sis. La mayor parte de la documentación del 
tribunal está disponible en español ahora.

Ayude a difundir la palabra. Usted puede ser 
la clave para ayudar a alguien a disfrutar de la 
salvación amorosa ofrecida a todos.

Salus animarum suprema lex ecclesiae
Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE

Director del Ministerio Hispano

Tribunal de la Arquidiócesis: (405) 
721-9223; 
www.archokc.org/archdioce-
san-tribunal/home
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respeto por todos los estudiantes. “Cada uno 
tiene una historia que contar. Uno necesita sa-
ber tanto como pueda sobre ellos para enfi lar-
los hacia el éxito”, dijo el obispo Noonan.

“No permitan que las leyes, reglas y regla-
mentos los venza”, él dijo. Las incapacidades 
de aprendizaje y de un trasfondo educativo 
débil son obstáculos vencibles que pueden ser 
atendidos en casas de formación y mitigados 
con apoyo durante todos los años de seminar-
io”. 

“Necesitamos caminar con nuestros hom-
bres jóvenes y entender qué necesitan. Necesi-
tamos darles esperanza de que es importante 
que permitan que Cristo entre en sus vidas”, él 
dijo. “¡No se rindan!”.

El taller de dos días incluyó representantes 
de 15 diócesis y se repetirá en Florida, Cali-
fornia y Texas, según Rosemary C. Sullivan, 
directora ejecutiva de la conferencia nacional 
de directores diocesanos de vocaciones.

Sullivan dijo que el Comité para el Clero, la 
Vida Consagrada y las Vocaciones de la Con-
ferencia Estadounidense de Obispos Católicos 
le encomendó a su organización la tarea de 
ayudar a las diócesis a aumentar el número de 
seminaristas hispanos por un 25 por ciento en 
tres años. 

El taller es el comienzo de una conversación 
muy necesaria para ayudar a los directores 
de vocaciones a mejorar su extensión hacia 
la juventud, ella dijo. “La misión por ahora es 
decirle a los directores de vocaciones anglos 
‘puedes hacer esto. Puedes llegarle a estos 

jóvenes’”, dijo Sullivan. “El mejor consejo es 
estar presente y saber quiénes son los líderes”. 

El pequeño número de seminaristas, com-
parado con la presencia hispana en la iglesia, 
“simboliza un vacío. ¿Hay hombres jóvenes 
en la comunidad hispana que tienen el llama-
do y no saben cómo interiorizarlo ni orar con 
eso?”, preguntó Sullivan. “El rol del director de 
vocaciones es estar abierto al movimiento del 
Espíritu Santo”. 

Padre Jorge Torres, director de vocaciones 
de la Diócesis de Orlando, dijo que el taller “le 
recordará a los sacerdotes que el carisma está 
dentro de ellos” y sus corazones misioneros 
serán conmovidos por Jesús para salirse de su 
zona cómoda y conocer gente en los márgenes.

“Esto no será más difícil que cuando el cris-
tianismo vino a las Américas”, él dijo.

Durante el taller la Cruz de los Encuentros 
fue exhibida en la capilla del seminario. La 
cruz de madera de 5 pies de alto simboliza el 
viaje en la fe de los católicos latinos en Esta-
dos Unidos y fue bendecida por el papa Fran-
cisco en Philadelphia el 26 de septiembre.

Los Encuentros son un proceso eclesiásti-
co de tres años convocados por los obispos 
católicos de Estados Unidos. Estos incluyen 
actividad misionera, consultas, desarrollo de 
liderazgo y discernimiento pastoral y culmi-
nará con el Quinto Encuentro Nacional sobre 
el ministerio hispano en el 2017. Durante el 
proceso de Encuentro la cruz será venerada en 
parroquias, diócesis y regiones episcopales de 
todo el país.

Taller de vocaciones La semana en fotos

El arzobispo y las sacerdotes de la Arquidiócesis celebran 
Misa para la visita de las reliquias de Sta. María Goretti. 
Foto Ken Carney.

Simon y Minerva Rodriguez, casados 40 años, en la Misa 
de Aniversarios con Arzobispos Coakley. Foto Cara Koenig.
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The Catholic Foundation

cornerstone
Don’t let Dec. 31 sneak up on you

With this year’s challenges and accom-
plishments still fresh in your mind, now 
is a good time to review and update your 
estate plans. To help you in this process, 
here is a checklist of estate planning ac-
tions for you to review as the end of the 
year nears:

1. Review your current will and trusts. 
Do these documents need to be updated 
with major changes such as births or 
deaths, or moves, etc.?

2. Take inventory and make a written 
record of the contents of safe-deposit 
boxes. Give a copy to a trusted family 
member. 

3. Review the benefi ciary designations 
for your life insurance and retirement 
plans to make sure your benefi ciary isn’t 
someone who is now deceased.

4. If you are age 70.5 and receive a 
forced distribution from your retirement 
account, consider making a gift to the 
Church with distribution. It passes tax 
free, but you must direct your fund to 
send the donation directly to the Church 
to qualify. (Call for details.)

5. Make sure your durable power of 
attorney for health care and living will 
are current.

6. Be sure you are comfortable with the 
guardian named in your will for minor 
children or disabled loved ones under 
your care. 

7. Finish charitable contributions by 
Dec. 31. As you think about special hol-
iday gifts for family and friends, remem-
ber that making charitable gifts to the 
Catholic Foundation in their honor can 
be a heartwarming experience that also 
provides you tax benefi ts. 

   For more information, contact the foundation office at:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405) 721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in your estate plans.

Briefs
Sealing Holy Door for Jubilee of 
Mercy 

Join Archbishop Coakley at The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, OKC, at 3 p.m. Nov. 22, for 
the sealing of the Holy Door for the 
upcoming Year of Mercy, followed 
by evening prayer. The sealing 
will take place on the Solemnity of 
Christ the King.

Bishop John Carroll Alumni 
Association

Join the OLPH-BJCS Alumni 
Association. No cost. Register at 
www.bjcs.org. E-mail completed 
form to alumni1919@bjcs.org or 
print and mail to Bishop John 
Carroll School, 1100 N.W. 32, OKC 
73118, Attn: Alumni Association. 

Catholic Women’s meeting
Catholic women are invited 

to the Central Region Council 
of Catholic Women Meeting on 

Tuesday, Nov. 17, at 6 p.m., at 
St. James, 4201 S. McKinley Ave. 
Speaker is Deacon Jim Smith from 
Christ the King. He will share in-
formation about the Peru Mission 
trip. Call Becky VanPool at (405) 
523-3003.

Kendra Scott event to support 
Center of Family Love

All are invited to shop at Kendra 
Scott jewelry with 20 percent of 
sales benefi ting the Center of Fam-
ily Love in Okarche. Enjoy sips 
and sweets while you shop, Thurs-
day, Nov. 19, 5 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
Kendra Scott, Classen Curve, 
OKC.

Turkey dinner in Bison
St. Joseph, Bison, hosts its 

annual Turkey Dinner on Sunday, 
Nov. 22, in the parish hall, 11 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m., with tradition-
al kolaches, cinnamon rolls and 

baked items for sale. Dinner is $10 
for adults and children age 11 and 
older, $5 for children ages 4-10. 
Call (405) 694-3468.

St. Teresa annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner and Bazaar

St. Teresa, Harrah, will host an 
annual Thanksgiving Dinner and 
Bazaar on Sunday, Nov. 22, from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 1576 N. Tim 
Holt Dr. An Early Bird Bazaar will 
be Saturday, Nov. 21, from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Cost is $7 for adults 
and $3 for children age 12 and 
under. Carryout orders available. 
Contact Bernadette Klimkowski at 
(405) 454-2871.

Trip to Texas
St. John the Baptist, Edmond, 

is leading a two-day trip to Grape-
vine, Texas, departing at 8 a.m. 
on deluxe motor coach on Friday, 
Dec. 4, and returning at 7 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 5. Trip includes 
Gaylord Spa Hotel, a murder mys-
tery dinner theater, ice sculpture 
exhibit, Christmas shopping, vine-
yard tour and wine tasting. Cost: 
$499 per person dbl occ. Checks 
payable to Kaleo Tours; submitted 
to Dr. Harry Kocurek by Nov. 24. 
Call (405) 340-0691 Ext. 109.

Father Rother book signing
María Ruiz Scaperlanda will sign 

copies of her new book on Father 
Rother, “The Shepherd Who Didn’t 
Run,” on Dec. 1 at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, OKC. The signing 
will be from 6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m., 
and books will be for sale.

Rachel’s Vineyard retreat
Have you been affected by an 

abortion? Experience healing at a 
Rachel’s Vineyard weekend retreat 
Dec. 4-6. Contact (405) 623-3844 
or rachelsvineyardokc@gmail.com. 

Pope Francis Fan Club
Epiphany of the Lord in OKC 

has started a Pope Francis 
Fan Club to study documents 
from the pontiff. The groups 
will meet the fourth Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m., starting 
Nov. 23, or every Sunday at 
9 a.m., starting Nov. 15. The 
groups will study “The Joy of 

the Gospel,” 
“The Father’s 
Mercy” and 
“On the Care 
of our Com-
mon Home.” 
Contact Judy 
Reilly, (405) 
722-2110, 
Ext. 125.
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November

National Bible Week begins.

Monthly Novena to the In-
fant Jesus of Prague. During 
these nine days, the novena 
prayers will be as follows 
– Monday-Friday following 
Noon Mass, Saturday follow-
ing 6 p.m. Mass, and Sunday 
following 11 a.m. Mass.

Veneration of the relics of St. 
Charbel will be held at Our 
Lady of Lebanon Maronite 
Catholic Church in Norman. 
1 p.m. to midnight. Divine 
Liturgy at 7 p.m. Confession 
available throughout both 
days. (405) 321-3097. olol@
maroniteok.org.

Veneration of the relics of St. 
Charbel, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Mass for the Sick at Noon and 
Solemn Divine Liturgy at 7 p.m.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m. at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center, C-2. 
Contact Toni Calvey at (405) 
630-0539 or visit 
www.SpiritOKC.org.

Devotion to the Precious 
Blood of Jesus. Thursdays 
9 p.m. to 12:30 a.m., St. 
James, 4201 S. McKinley 
Ave. (405) 420-2527.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, at 
St. Ann Nursing Home, OKC. 
Mass at 9:30 a.m. in the 
chapel with meetings immedi-
ately following. Contact Karen 
Banks at (405) 396-9086.

The community of the Secu-
lar Order of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary of Mt. Carmel and 
St. Teresa of Jesus – Oklaho-
ma Community and Province 

of St. Therese, meets at Little 
Flower Church, OKC, from 
Noon to 4:30 p.m. Call Barba-
ra Basgall (405) 826-3860.

Catholic Singles and Friends 
will have a Thanksgiving 
dance at St. Charles Bor-
romeo, N.W. 50 and Grove, 
at 7 p.m. Dance ends at 11 
p.m. Snack foods welcome for 
sharing table. Please bring 
non-perishable food items to 
donate to the Dorothy Day 
Center. Contact Dorothy, 
(405) 604-4603.

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe.

Sealing of Holy Door for Year 
of Mercy, 3 p.m., The Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, OKC

St. Teresa, Harrah, host an 
annual Thanksgiving Dinner 

and Bazaar from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at 1576 N. Tim Holt 
Dr. Cost is $7 for adults 
and $3 for children age 12 
and under. Carryout orders 
available. Contact Bernadette 
Klimkowski at (405) 454-
2871.

St. Joseph, Bison, hosts its 
annual Turkey Dinner in the 
parish hall, 11 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m., with traditional kolach-
es, cinnamon rolls and baked 
items for sale. Dinner is $10 
for adults and children age 
11 and older, $5 for children 
ages 4-10. Call (405) 694-
3468.

Feast of St. Andrew Dung-
Lac.

Thanksgiving Day

First Sunday of Advent

Jobs Box
Music director

St. Philip Neri, Midwest City, is 
seeking a director of music, effec-
tive Nov. 23. Prefer the applicant 
be of the Catholic faith and be 
knowledgeable of Catholic litur-
gy. Candidate must have, or be 
pursuing, academic credentials at 
the college level with an empha-
sis in vocal and/or choral music. 
Responsibilities include: planning 
and coordination of music for 

three weekend masses, training 
and conducting adult choir; and 
overseeing the rehearsing of can-
tors for all masses. For interview, 
contact Fr. Timothy Fuller, (405) 
737-4476. 

Staff accountant
Position open at St. Gregory’s 

University business offi ce. Re-
quirements: bachelor’s degree in 
accounting, one to three years 

of experience in public/private 
accounting preferred. Experience 
with CampusVue software system 
a plus. To apply, go online to www.
stgregorys.edu/about-us/employ-
ment.

Development director
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking a Director of De-
velopment and Stewardship to 
manage the overall strategies of 

comprehensive fund development. 
This position will direct and co-
ordinate all phases of the annual 
giving appeal (ADF) . The success-
ful candidate must be a Catholic 
in good standing with the Church. 
Candidates are required to have a 
bachelor’s degree and fi ve years of 
experience in development or re-
lated fi eld. Send resume and cover 
letter to Rev. William L. Novak, 
V.G., at wnovak@archokc.org.
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Mercy without borders brings healing, pathways to reconciliation 
Salus animarum suprema ecclesiae lex

We are just a few days away from the begin-
ning of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. 
A Holy Year called for by Pope Francis and 
scheduled to begin on the upcoming Feast of 
the Immaculate Conception, Dec. 8, and end 
on the Feast of Christ the King, Nov. 20, 2016.

In the Holy Father’s letter “Misericordiae Vul-
tus,” where he describes the key ideas for this 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, he points out 
the essence of this yearlong celebration:

 1) “Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s 
mercy. These words might well sum up the 
mystery of the Christian faith. Mercy has 
become living and visible in 
Jesus of Nazareth, reaching 
its culmination in him. The 
Father, “rich in mercy” (Eph 
2:4), after having revealed 
his name to Moses as “a God 
merciful and gracious, slow 
to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithful-
ness” (Ex 34:6), has never ceased to show, in 
various ways throughout history, his divine 
nature.”

2) “We need constantly to contemplate the 
mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, 
serenity and peace. Our salvation depends on 
it. Mercy: the word reveals the very mystery of 
the Most Holy Trinity. Mercy: the ultimate and 
supreme act by which God comes to meet us. 
Mercy: the fundamental law that dwells in the 
heart of every person who looks sincerely into 
the eyes of his brothers and sisters on the path 
of life. Mercy: the bridge that connects God and 
man, opening our hearts to the hope of being 
loved forever despite our sinfulness.”

At the heart of this celebration we fi nd a 
person, Jesus Christ, the face of God’s mercy. 

True celebration of the Extraordinary Jubilee 
is to grow in our willingness to open our lives 
to the loving mercy of God, which is communi-
cated to us through Jesus Christ and to help 
others to enjoy God’s mercy too.

Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy will reach 
out to many and invite them back home to the 
community of faith centered on Jesus Christ.

One group of brothers and sisters that the 
Holy Father is reaching toward the men and 
women still hurting from a failed marriage. 
Pope Francis mandated certain changes to the 
laws of the Church regarding the process of 
nullity to alleviate some of the burdens the pro-
cess has brought upon those seeking healing 
and reconciliation with Jesus.

Before I get into these 
changes, let me review some 
key teachings and require-
ments for the sacrament of 
marriage.

The sacrament of marriage 
makes our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ present in, and 
part of, the bond of love of the 

couple. This is a unique and indissoluble cove-
nant with Christ as Center to the marital bond. 

For this sacramental bond to be valid, certain 
requirements need to be met. A valid Cath-
olic marriage requires four basic ingredients 
from the couple: (1) they are free to enter into 
the covenant relationship of the sacrament of 
marriage; (2) freely exchange their consent to 
enter this covenantal relationship; (3) intention 
to faithfully live out this covenantal relation-
ship for the rest of their life and be open to new 
life (children); and (4) express consent in the 
presence of two witnesses and an authorized 
minister, which represent the Body of Christ. 

The process of nullity investigates whether 
all four requirements have been met. If the 

requirements were met, then what God has 
united, no one can break. On the other hand, if 
one or more of the requirements were not met, 
then there never existed a true covenant bond. 
The Church does not divorce them, the Church 
just recognizes and makes offi cial that a true 
sacramental bond never existed.

I am simplifying this quite a bit. I clearly do 
not recommend anyone try and determine if an 
individual case can be obtain a decree of nulli-
ty. Leave this to the experts at the tribunal.

The annulment process, while a sad reali-
ty that may bring forth pain, many times can 
serve as an opportunity for healing and recon-
ciliation with Jesus. The faithful now can enjoy 
all means of salvation offered by Jesus and 
made available through His Church.

Pope Francis made the process for declara-
tion of nullity easier. In his letter, known by 
its Latin title, “Mitis Iudex Dominus Iesus,” 
which translates as, “The Lord Jesus, Clem-
ent Judge,” Pope Francis, among other things, 
shortened the process by eliminating steps 
considered duplication. It places the bishop, 
backed by the bishop’s conference, as a judge 
and supervisor of the clergy dealing with cases 
to give emphasis to the pastoral nature of the 
process.

Many cases, now can be dealt with locally 
even when one of the parties lives in a different 
country. 

If you have questions, speak to your pastor. 
If you still are not clear, then call the Archdioc-
esan Marriage Tribunal. Most documentation 
for the tribunal is now available in Spanish.

Help spread the word. You might be the key 
to helping someone enjoy the loving salvation 
offered to all. 

By Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director of Hispanic Ministry

Archdiocesan Tribunal: (405) 
721-9223; 
www.archokc.org/archdioce-
san-tribunal/home

Nov. 22 concert celebrates Epiphany pipe organ
Epiphany of the Lord Catholic 

Church in northwest Oklahoma City 
will reverberate with traditional pipe 
organ music as the church celebrates 
the sesquicentennial of the original 
construction of its Carl Brandt Memo-
rial Pipe Organ.

Bob Waldrop, director of music, will 
present a recital on Nov. 22 at 4 p.m. 
The event will feature the organ and 
the church’s Three Kings Choir. Nov. 
22 is the Solemnity of Christ the King 
as well as the Memorial of Saint Cecil-
ia, patron of musicians. The concert 
is free.  

 Waldrop, who has served Epiph-
any since 1999, will begin with a 
congregational hymn; continue with 
an organ recital followed by anoth-
er congregational hymn. The event 
will conclude with Charpentier’s “Te 
Deum,” featuring Epiphany’s choir, 
Epiphany’s soloists, three guest solo-
ists and opulent brass ensemble with 
timpani.

The Carl Brandt Memorial Pipe Or-
gan is believed to be the oldest organ 
in Oklahoma, based on its construc-
tion date. 

William B.D. Simmons originally 
built it in 1865 for a church in Water-
town, NY. It was moved at the turn of 
the century to Our Lady of the Rosary 
Polish Catholic Church in Chicopee, 
Mo. It then was relocated to Epiphany 
and rebuilt in 1984 with a new case 
by Andover Organ Company of Mas-

sachusetts.
During the concert, Waldrop will 

showcase the many organ stops. An 
organ stop, often referred to as just 
“stop,” is the component of a pipe 
organ that controls the air fl owing 
through the pipes that make the or-
gan sounds. The Epiphany organ has 
24 ranks of pipes and is mechanical 
inside, except that the hand pump 
bellows were removed and an electric 
fan was installed to pressurize the 
wind chest.

“The document ‘Sing to the Lord: 
Music in Divine Worship,’ produced 
by the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, says that ‘Among all oth-
er instruments that are suitable for 
divine worship, the organ is accorded 
pride of place because of its capacity 
to sustain the singing of a large gath-
ered assembly,’” Waldrop said. “The 
manifold possibilities of the organ in 
some way remind us of the immensity 
and the magnifi cence of God.”

Father Stephen Bird, pastor of 
Epiphany, added, “In a church, the 
organ is one of the instruments that 
accompanies hymns and provides 
solo music for meditation. Pipe organs 
also play an important evangelical role 
in the Church’s outreach to the wider 
community.”

The program was made possible 
through a grant from the Catholic 
Foundation of Oklahoma. The grant 
allowed Epiphany to upgrade its 
audio system, which will help with 
future concerts.

By Judy Hilovsky
Special to the Sooner Catholic


