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Go Make Disciples

Two Oklahomans among 40 seminarians 
ordained deacons in Rome

ROME – On Sept. 27, 40 seminarians 
from the Pontifical North American College 
were ordained to the transitional diacon-
ate during a celebration of the Eucharist. 
Among the newly ordained deacons were 
Jerome Krug and Will Banowsky.

Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, Archbishop of 
Galveston-Houston and president of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, was 
the ordaining prelate at the ordination 
Mass, celebrated at the Altar of the Chair 
of Saint Peter, in the Papal Basilica of 
Saint Peter, in the Vatican. 

In his homily, Cardinal DiNardo spoke 
to those being ordained about living a life 
of service. He cited Scripture in reminding 
them that they will need to follow Christ’s 
example as “Christ came to serve, not to 
be served.” 

Cardinal DiNardo noted that their new 
ministry would include preaching, 

Above: The altar in the Good Shep-
herd Chapel is prepared for Mass 
with Archbishop Coakley. Right: Sr. 
Maria Faulkner thanks those gath-
ered at Mass in the chapel at the 
new St. John Paul II Dwelling for 
the Dying in Moore. Photos Diane 
Clay/Sooner Catholic.

Sister Maria Faulkner 
fully credits God for a 
remarkable story that 

has led to the creation of the 
Saint John Paul II Dwelling 
for the Dying in Moore.

For many, the home is an 
answer to special prayers for 
a place to lovingly care for 
those near death.

Since 2013, Sister Maria 
has operated the Gospel of 
Life Dwelling or GOLD near 
Saint James the Greater in 
south Oklahoma City. GOLD 
is home to elderly residents 
who face homelessness or 
have no one to care for them.  

Over the years, the story of 
the Gospel of Life Dwelling 
has been chronicled in the 

“This was 
the Lord’s 

idea”
Extraordinary 

encounter sparks 
new home to 

serve the dying
By Steve Gust 

The Sooner Catholic
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Jerome Krug 
and Will 
Banowsky 
from the 
Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma 
City were 
ordained to 
the tran-
sitional 
diaconate on 
Sept. 27 in 
Rome. Photo 
Pontifical 
North Ameri-
can College.continued on page 9
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a Catholic young adults 
of OKC is open to all young 
adults (ages 18-39, married 
or single) in the archdiocese. 
Visit Facebook page (Cath-
olic Young Adults of OKC) 
for events and information 
or e-mail info@catholicyoun-
gadultsokc.com.

a Catholic Charities, 1232 
N. Classen Blvd., OKC, has 
Mass at 11 a.m. every Friday 
in the chapel. Mass is open 
to the public. Check holiday 
schedule. 

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Through the prophet Jeremiah the Lord promis-
es, “I will give you shepherds after my own heart” 
(Jer. 3:15). God keeps his promises. At this moment, 
we are all deeply aware of our need for good shep-
herds to lead, guide and protect the flock entrusted 
to their care. I am especially grateful for three good 
shepherds who have inspired me in my 35 years as a 
priest and nearly 14 years as a bishop. 

Among the three is certainly Blessed Stanley Rother 
with whom I became familiar at Mount Saint Mary 
Seminary when I first learned of his death. His wit-
ness always has inspired me. I count it a special gift 
to shepherd this local Church in Oklahoma at a time 
when we are advancing his cause for canonization. 
We need holy priests. Blessed Stanley is a model of 
courage and fidelity for all priests, bishops and semi-
narians. 

Certainly, one of the most influential shepherds in 
my life-
time has 
been Pope 
John Paul 
II (now 
Saint 
John 
Paul II). 
He was 
elected to 
the pa-
pacy just 
as I was 
beginning 
seminary. 
His joy, 
manly 
courage 
and hope-
filled faith inspired me tremendously. 

Saint John Paul II lived an extraordinary life during 
very challenging times. His example of priestly and 
episcopal holiness still challenges me to strive for 
more. His 27-year papacy spanned much of my life as 
a young adult and a priest. He was our pope during 
all my seminary years, my years as a priest and final-
ly he was the one who appointed me bishop shortly 
before his death. In my estimation, he was a “rock 
star” as well as a saint!

This week (Oct. 9), I attended the funeral of a 
third influential shepherd who inspired and shaped 
my own priesthood and episcopal ministry. Bishop 
Eugene J. Gerber ordained me to the priesthood in 
1983. He was my bishop for all but the last five years 
that I was a priest in the Diocese of Wichita. Bishop 
Gerber is perhaps best known for establishing a one-

of-a-kind stewardship 
model in the Diocese of 
Wichita. 

The vision that he pro-
posed recognized that 
stewardship is a way of 
life. It is a spirituality 
rooted in gratitude and 
in the conviction that 
God is never outdone 
in generosity. It has produced remarkable fruit. It 
has fostered prayer, as evidenced by the number of 
perpetual Eucharistic adoration chapels established 
in so many parishes of the diocese. It has fostered 
vocations. Wichita is among the nation’s leaders in 
the number of seminarians and ordinations each 
year. It has strengthened Catholic schools and even 
increased the number of Catholic schools in the dio-

cese. Many pastoral 
initiatives have been 
generated and are 
being sustained by 
the stewardship way 
of life that Bishop 
Gerber inspired.

My appreciation 
for Bishop Gerber, 
however, goes be-
yond those obvious 
successes. It is more 
personal. For me, 
he was a spiritual 
father. He inspired 
confidence. He chal-
lenged me. He sup-
ported me. He was 
a man of faith who 

was willing to share his faith, and even his vulnera-
bilities. He was a man of prayer who showed us the 
importance of prayer by witnessing to his relationship 
with the Lord. 

During this moment of crisis in our beloved Church 
we need a renewed appreciation of spiritual father-
hood. We priests and bishops are called to be more 
than trustworthy administrators. We must be spiri-
tual fathers, begetting and nurturing new life in the 
hearts of God’s children. We need priests and bishops 
filled with the love and mercy of God who, like Jesus, 
will show us the face of the Father. 

Each of the three shepherds whom I have sited 
have been spiritual fathers to me. I am grateful for 
each of them. Please continue to pray for priests (and 
bishops) that we will be the good shepherds and spir-
itual fathers that we have been ordained to be.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Good shepherds

God of healing, hear the 
cries of everyone who is 
being beaten and battered

 through intimate 
partner violence, those 

who are isolated, silenced, 
numb and unable to trust.

Give them clarity in the 
midst of confusion,

deliverance from danger, 
healing from hurt

and help amidst their help-
lessness. Watch over them at 
home, at work, at church, in 

court, and as they travel,
and show them a way out 

of their pain and suffering.
Lord, in your mercy, hear 

our prayer.
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Oct. 14 – Young adult Mass and cookout, 5 p.m., (Mass at St. Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral 
Center; cookout on grounds of archbishop’s residence)
Oct. 16 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC
Oct. 17 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:20 a.m., St. Mary, Ponca City
Oct. 18 – Priests Advisory Committee meeting, 9:30 a.m., Downtown Petroleum Club, OKC
Oct. 18 – Assembly of Catholic Professionals luncheon, 11 a.m., Downtown Petroleum Club, OKC
Oct. 19 – Catholic Relief Services Advisory Committee on Catholic Identity, Baltimore
Oct. 21 – Anniversary Mass, 3 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
Oct. 22-23 – Clergy Days, CPC
Oct. 23 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Oct. 23 – All staff meeting, 12:30 p.m., CPC
Oct. 24 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:15 a.m., St. Mark, All Saints, Norman
Oct. 24 – Live on-air for radiothon, 4 p.m., Oklahoma Catholic Radio
Oct. 25 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:15 a.m., St. Eugene, OKC
Oct. 25 – Spitzer Center Episcopal Advisors teleconference, 11 a.m.
Oct. 25 – Senior staff meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Oct. 25 – Red Mass, 6 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
Oct. 26-29 – Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem annual meeting, San Antonio
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Yukon teacher named Catholic School 
Educator of the Year

The cheerleading team at Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School 
made history recently being crowned Class 5A state champions for 
the second consecutive year. Coaches are Mandy Thomson Gerszews-
ki and Amber Freeman. Team members are: Hailey Harris, Lexi Joyce, 
Ainsleigh Rapp, Victoria Sullivan, Ali Anderson, Julianne Bentley, Kalli 
Burke, Cate Carter, Alysse Clark, Elyse Cronic, Holly Danner, Hadley 
Ferguson, Sunni Foster, Meg German, Sarah Jantzen, Molly Kelley, 
Olivia Koenig, Peyton McCuan, Jenson McPherson, Liv Messina, Mary 
Frances Redhead, Aubrey Ruffin, Isabella Scherm, Ashley Schwarz, 
Grace Thielke and Cate Tollison. Photo provided.

The Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma recently named Denise 
Heard, a middle school teacher at 
Saint John Nepomuk in Yukon, 
as the 2018 Archbishop Paul S. 
Coakley Catholic School Educator 
of the Year for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City.

Heard teaches math and the-
ology and is known for helping 
students develop problem-solving 
skills at an age when they want 
immediate answers.

Students in Heard’s class said 
they are influenced by her example 
of living the Catholic faith, living 
the sacraments, taking time for 
prayer and making sure they know 
they are in her prayer intentions.

In a nomination letter, a fellow 
teacher said, “Denise continu-
ally works to find new ways and 
methods to engage her students 
and develop a true love for math. 
She consistently is able to weave 
together her required subject mat-
ter and her faith, forming disciples 

and bringing God’s love to stu-
dents. Denise’s example of service 
and dedication is something from 
which we all could learn.” 

Posted in Heard’s classroom is 
a quote from Pope Francis’s sum-
mary of the Gospel, assuring her 
students that “Jesus Christ loves 
you; He gave His life to save you; 
and now He is living at your side 
every day to enlighten, strengthen 
and free you.”

In addition to teaching, Heard 
facilitates scheduling of altar serv-
ers, has been involved (along with 
her husband) in the ministry of 
marriage preparation, sponsored 
Confirmation candidates, is a 
Eucharistic minister and organizes 
the Saint John Nepomuk Voca-
tions Crucifix program. 

Heard earned a bachelor’s degree 
in electrical engineering and a 
master’s degree in engineering. 

Heard received $500. The school 
received a $5,000 grant.

Superintendent of Catholic Schools Diane Floyd and Fr. Rex Arnold present De-
nise Heard with the Educator of the Year award on Sept. 21 at the Catholic Pas-
toral Center. Heard is a middle school teacher at St. John Nepomuk in Yukon. 
Photo Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma presented the plaque for 
Religious Educator of the Year to Janis Mollman, a catechist at 
St. Mark in Norman who has served in religious education for 22 
years. Pictured from left to right: Nancy Koons, Catholic Foun-
dation of Oklahoma executive director, Amy Brittain from Holy 
Spirit in Mustang, Mike Metzger from St. John in Edmond, Janis 
Mollman and Jason Fugikawa, Christian Leadership Develop-
ment director for the archdiocese. Photo Cara Koenig/Sooner 
Catholic.

Five years
Gabrielle Barros, Bishop John Car-
roll 
Myles Simpson, BJC 
Susan Abrams, Bishop McGuinness 
Catholic High School
Kylie Lyons, BMCHS
Laura O’Hara, BMCHS
Sue Ryan, BMCHS
Dorene Frederickson, Christ the King
Rebecca Landoll, Holy Trinity
Mary Copeland, Mount Saint Mary 
Catholic High School
Jack Harding, MSMCHS
Kathleen Kastl, MSMCHS
Rhonda Munsell, MSMCHS
Kathryn Pickens, MSMCHS
Beth Rempe, MSMCHS
Mallory Tecmire, MSMCHS

Donna Williams, MSMCHS
Shannon Cook, Rosary
Christian Rushing, Sacred Heart-El 
Reno
Laura Gallagher, St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton
Lorianne Jones, SEAS
Robert Anderson, St. Mary-Guthrie
Christina Gensman, St. Mary-Lawton

Ten years
Josh Buser, All Saints
Patti Petromilli, St. Eugene
Christopher Braun, BMCHS
Terry “Leann” Ufolla, CTK
Mary Freeh, St. Charles Borromeo
Sharon Lieurance, SEAS

Recognition of years of service to 
Catholic schools in the archdiocese

continued on page 4
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St. Anthony is now 
SSM Health St. Anthony

For over 100 years, we’ve been changing health care in Oklahoma. Now, we’re changing our 
name. St. Anthony is now SSM Health St. Anthony, but who we are on the inside is still the 

same. We’ve always been a part of SSM Health – guided by our Mission, rooted in faith.

We’re a community of Saints in Action® making health care more accessible, when and where 
you need it. SSM Health St. Anthony. We are Saints in Action.®

We’re changing health care and our name.

©2018 SSM Health. All rights reserved.

SSM Health St. Anthony Hospital – Oklahoma City

SSM Health Bone & Joint Hospital at St. Anthony

SSM Health St. Anthony South

SSM Health St. Anthony Hospital – Shawnee

SSM Health St. Anthony Healthplex

SSM Health Medical Group

continued from page 3

Top: Fr. Joseph Irwin prays 
during the 40 Days for Life 
kick-off rally in Norman. Right: 
Participants at the kick-off 
rally in Oklahoma City. Photos 
provided. 

A 40 Days for Life kick-off rally 
was held on Sept. 23 in Norman 
and Sept.  26 in Oklahoma City 
with dozens of people praying for 
an end to abortion.  

From Sept. 26 to Nov. 4, join 
other Christians for 40 days of 
prayer and fasting for an end to 
abortion. Peacefully pray in the 
public right-of-way outside South 

Winds, 1240 S.W. 44. 
For more information, 
to volunteer, or to be 
a captain for a parish 
group, contact Erika 
Martinez at (405) 615-
7642, 40days4life@
gmail.com. The vigil in 
Norman is at 2453 Wil-
cox Dr. Contact Connie 
Lang, Jlang9@cox.net, 
(405) 249-1041 or visit 
40daysforlife.com/nor-
man.

40 Days for Life kick-
off rally, prayer vigil

Kathleen Borgert, St. Eugene
Nancy Reese, St. Joseph-Enid
Glenna Allison, St. Philip Neri
James Bleeker, SPN
Glenna Cote, SPN

Fifteen years
Jerry Lang, All Saints
Melany Pattison, All Saints
Jennifer Farris, BJC
Bryan Pierce, BMCHS
Andrew Worthington, BMCHS
Erin Cheek, CTK
Paul Ward, CTK
Sr. Betty Elmer, MSMCHS
Lesley Basset, SCB
Carolyn Beck, SCB
Margeaux Phipps, SCB
Marilee Talbot, SEAS
Beth O’Donnell, St. Eugene
Amy Johnson, SJN 

Twenty years
Lisa Lancaster, All Saints
Isabel Hernandez, All Saints
Breanna Sizemore, All Saints
Amy Feighny, CTK
Karen Corrigan, SEAS
April McCann, SEAS
Shireen Spurr, SEAS

Twenty-five years
Sarah Parizek, SJN

Thirty-five years
Mary Sine, Sacred Heart-OKC
Debbie Schneider, SEAS

Forty-five years
Steven McConnell, BMCHS

Every morning, the Bronson kids 
walk into school and are greeted 
by name. Sue Parizek, the school’s 
librarian, has made it her mission 
over the past 29 years to learn and 
greet every child by name.  

“I think Mrs. Sue is a good 
person and I like her because she 
knows me when I walk in,” said 
Lukas Bronson, a 5th grader at 
Saint John Nepomuk School in 
Yukon. 

“Mrs. Sue” – as the children 
fondly call her – says it is her 
mission to not only learn the name 
of every child, but to get to know 
them personally. 

“I love seeing the kids grow, 
especially to see the look on their 
faces when they learn to read,” 
Parizek said. “They will say, ‘I read 
this book!’ and they will take a test 
and make 100 on it. Just the looks 
on their faces are wonderful. That 
is something I always have loved.”

Parizek and her husband, Mark, 
have five children – Joe, Mary, Ann, 

James and Mar-
tin. Martin is their 
youngest and 
currently in the 
seminary. They 
have been mem-
bers of Saint John 
Nepomuk for more 
than 40 years. 

Brooke Basler, 
whose son, niece 
and nephew at-
tend the school, 
said the school is 
blessed to have 
Parizek. 

“It means ev-
erything to drop 
off your kids in 
the morning and 
know that they 
are taken care of 
and that they are 
greeted,” Basler 
said. “I know that 
sounds so sim-
ple, but it means 
everything, and it 
makes them feel 
special that she knows exactly who 

they are and knows their family 
and is kind to each child.”

Each time a new class comes 
into the library, Parizek leads 
them in a brief prayer. She said 
the prayer is never long, but she 
wants children to invite the Holy 
Spirit into their hearts as they 
pursue the important work of 
learning to read. 

“I try and keep it short,” says 
Parizek. “We make the Sign of the 
Cross and say, ‘Come Holy Spirit, 
fill my heart.’” 

Students said Parizek’s ability to 
get to know them personally allows 
her to help them select a book she 
knows they would like.  

“I think Mrs. Sue is great be-
cause when I come in she asks 
me what kind of books I like to 
read and then she shows me,” said 
Braden Bronson, a student in the 
6th grade. “Sometimes, I like to 
read biographies and action books. 
And, every morning she says, 

‘Mornin’ Braden, Mornin’ Sarah, 
Mornin’ Lukas.’”  

For years, Parizek has worked to 
care for the children and families 
of Saint John Nepomuk, includ-
ing making a coveted quilt for the 
school’s annual auction.  

Parizek laughed as she recalled 
the number of hugs she gets ev-
eryday. “I love the hugs, I get lots 
of hugs!”

Natalie Johnson, principal of 
Saint John Nepomuk, said Parizek 
is one of the people who contrib-
utes to the heart of the school. 

“She is the go-to person at the 
school. If I need something, I know 
I can go to Sue. She is everywhere. 
She will do it all. If she sees some-
thing that needs to be done, she 
will do it. She does it because she 
wants to.”

Sarah Bronson, a 1st grader, 
added “She does it for God.” 

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.
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Longtime St. John Nepomuk librarian 
inspires students

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 4,
2018 
1PM -  3PM 
FOR
PROSPECTIVE
STUDENTS
AND PARENTS 

801 NW 50TH STREET     
OKLAHOMA CITY,  OK 73118 

WWW.BMCHS.ORG

Sue Parizek, librarian at St. John Nepomuk Catholic School in Yukon, reads to students. Photo 
provided. 

CristoReyOKC.org    405.945.9100

Apply and interview in one day

Hoy puedes aplicar y tener la entrevista

Saturday, October 27
8 – 11:30 am or 12:30 – 3:30 pm

Register online or call us
Puede registrarse en línea ó llamando al

Application Day!



When Stan Nnochirionye, a member 
of Saint Joseph in Ada, heard the 
shocking news from his doctor that 

no one wants to hear that he has lung can-
cer, many thoughts went through his mind. 
He focused on just one – his 10-year-old son.

Nnochirionye thought about how he would 
make sure Noah would grow up in the Cath-
olic faith. His doctor gave him a low chance 
of survival, and he was worried that if he 
doesn’t survive, Noah would not be raised 
Catholic. Stan became resolute that he had to 

be a survivor “for Noah 
and his faith.” 

Nnochirionye said 
Laura Miller, parish 
nurse at Saint Joseph, 
reminded him that 
he and Blessed Stan-
ley Rother shared the 
same name and to pray 
for his intercession. 
Despite one original 
setback where his lung 
tumors grew, he recent-
ly received results that 
showed his tumors had 
shrunk by 60 percent to 
80 percent.

He attributes these 
results to the prayers 
of the parish family of 

Saint Joseph, his family and friends, and to 
the intercession of Blessed Stanley Rother.

Rick Miller, a parishioner of Saint Joseph 

who has driven Nnochirionye to his treat-
ments, said, “Stan has an upbeat personal-
ity. During these hard times, he always has 
a smile on his face and is full of optimism. 
Never once have there been any words of 
giving up or negativity during our commute 
to his chemo treatments. After returning to 
Ada from his chemo treatments, he is eager 
to pick up Noah.” 

Laura Miller added, “Stan’s positive atti-
tude, faith and trust in God has definitely 
kept him going through this rough ordeal. 
I remember talking with Stan just after 
his diagnosis and listening to him express 
how worried he was about how much to 
share with Noah. I think this definitely has 
strengthened their father-son and faith rela-
tionship.”

Nnochirionye was one of eight children. He 
emigrated from Nigeria nearly 40 years ago to 
pursue his education in the United States. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree, a master’s degree 
and a doctorate degree. 

He has helped the Ada parish and com-
munity in many ways, including serving as a 
lector, Eucharistic minister, usher, member 
of the Knights of Columbus and coaching 
soccer. He is a retired professor and coach 
from East Central University. Upon retire-
ment in 2016, he continued to teach classes 
as an adjunct professor in the communica-
tions department.

Nnochirionye said he hopes to continue to 
serve the parish and community for many 
years to come.  

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

Sooner Catholic6    October 14, 2018

Ada parish volunteer turns 
to Bl. Stanley, prayer in fight 

against lung cancer
By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Above: Stan and his son Noah at Noah’s First Holy 
Communion on April 30, 2017, at St. Joseph, Ada. 
Top: Stan with Noah at Dallas Botanical Gardens on 
Father’s Day in June 2017. Photos provided. 

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Dom Ildephonse Lanslots is one of the great 
early pioneer priests in the history of the 
Oklahoma Church whose legacy largely is 
forgotten. A Benedictine monk from Belgium 
(he did not belong to Sacred Heart Abbey in 
Konawa), his missionary zeal and vision truly 
was extraordinary. 

Ordained in India in 1881, he served in 
India as a philosophy professor before being 
assigned to the Indian Territory. No doubt 
Bishop Meerschaert’s persuasive powers pre-
cipitated this move, and he arrived in 1892. 
Serving in Pawhuska and Guthrie, he was 
appointed pastor of Saint Joseph in Oklaho-
ma City in 1894. 

Always the planner, he was the driving force 
behind the establishment of Saint Anthony 
Hospital, purchasing the square block in 1898 
where the institution still stands. He also built 
the present Saint Joseph Old Cathedral in 
1902-1903. His negotiating prowess was in-
strumental in buying the property that would 

become Mount Saint Mary Academy.
In 1906, he left Oklahoma to study 
in Rome. His administrative acu-
men honed in Oklahoma led to 
his appointment as Prefect Apos-

tolic of Northern Transvaal (South 

Africa) where he 
served for 10 years. 
He returned to the 
United States in 1921 
to teach in several 
Benedictine colleges 
in the eastern part of 
the country. 

Newly consecrated, 
Bishop Kelley invited 
Dom Ildephonse to 
return to Oklahoma 
in 1925 to serve as 
chaplain of the hospital he helped create, 
Saint Anthony. He did so until 1932 when, 
due the hardships of the Depression, Bishop 
Kelley announced he would be vacating Meer-
schaert House (the bishop’s residence) and 
moving into an apartment at Saint Anthony. 

Dom Ildephonse objected for reasons now 
obscured by the fog of history. Whatever 
the reason, he departed and returned to his 
home in Belgium, Afflighem Abbey. He died 
eight years later. 

The Church in Oklahoma owes a debt of 
gratitude to this inspiring priest for his ability 
and skill in forming vital institutions. His 
presence still resonates.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Dom Ildephonse Lanslots
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The radical call of discipleship
Real Life Disciples

Jim Beckman
Executive Director 

of the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis

For the past several weeks, our Church has 
been overshadowed by a dark cloud of scan-
dal. It has been a sad time, and one filled with 
questions and confusion. Unfortunately, I don’t 
think it will be ending anytime soon. I have had 
many people ask me, “How did this happen?”

To answer that question, it might help to 
have a cursory look at the ordinary course of 
sin and evil. Sin usually starts with a fleeting 
thought of temptation. Temptation becomes sin 
when the fleeting thought is fully considered, 
even dwelt upon. The temptation crystalizes 
into a sinful act. A sinful act done repeatedly 
can become a habit in our life. Habitual sin, if 
not stopped, will eventually become a pattern. 
A pattern of sin, gone unchecked, will become 
a lifestyle. 

During a painful time in my life where this 
reality was most evident was in 1999. I was 
living in Colorado and was a youth minister at 
the Catholic church less than two miles from 
Columbine High School. 

More than 200 teens from our parish were 
students at the high school the day of the 
Columbine shooting. Three of them were mur-
dered and dozens more injured; some left with 
permanent disabilities. In the days, weeks and 
months that followed, the driving question 
was, “How did this happen?” I tried to comfort 
parents and teens. The more the story unfold-
ed, the more confusing it got. How could two 
teenagers, so young themselves, be capable of 
doing something so horrible?

Understanding the basic course of evil sheds 
some light. The perpetrators didn’t just wake 
up one morning and start shooting their 
friends at school, and some priests and bish-
ops didn’t just start one day to molest children 
and teenagers either. There were much deeper 
patterns, habits and lifestyles that developed 
over years of unchecked temptations and sinful 
acts, small at first, but eventually growing in 

significance and seriousness. In my last article, 
I talked about how the real mark of disciple-
ship is gradual progress through good “habits.” 
Unfortunately, the opposite also is true. Incred-
ible evil is fed by small, sinful acts repeated 
over time until the evil grows as a force in one’s 
life.

What’s going on in the Church today has 
everything to do with discipleship and is deeply 
connected with where we as a Church in this 
archdiocese are heading in the coming years. 
The call to discipleship is a radical one. It’s 
marked by small incremental steps toward 
virtue. If the measuring stick of discipleship is 
honesty and consistency, then the measure for 
the pursuit of evil would be consistency and 
self-deception.

To grow in evil, you first have to deceive your-
self because you are acting in contradiction to 
who you were created to be. But, with a broken 
human nature and an inclination toward sin, 
that self-deception is an easy jump to make.

Discipleship calls us to honesty with our-
selves. We are called to see all things through 
the light of Christ, and to allow that light to 
shine in every area of our life, especially the 
dark areas marred by sin. The heart of the cur-
rent crisis in the Church is ultimately a failure 
of discipleship: leaders who somewhere along 
the line let go of that radical call, and allowed 
small, sinful acts to grow and grow to become 
a powerful force for evil. And, other leaders fell 
into a different sin of fear and self-protection 
by covering it up, but a sin rooted in a very 
similar thread of deception.

Authentic discipleship is founded on truth: 
“I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life” 
(John 14:6). And, because of that reality, dis-
cipleship is necessarily rooted in honesty and 
transparency. It fundamentally requires me to 
be the same person, wherever I am, whoever I 
am with, maybe even most importantly when I 

am with 
myself. 

“How 
did this 
happen?” 
I don’t 
think 
that is a 
difficult 
question 
to answer. Much more difficult is, “Where do 
we go from here?” Our response to this dark 
time must be a return to the radical call of dis-
cipleship, for all of us. 

We need to spend time in repentance and 
reparation for this terrible sin that has hap-
pened in our Church. We need to spend time in 
prayer and intercession for our Church and for 
the future, especially for those who have been 
harmed by this evil. We need to call our lead-
ers to change, to greater transparency, and to 
an unyielding commitment to root out this evil 
from every corner of the Church. 

But, more importantly, we all need to re-
spond to the radical call to be disciples in this 
world ourselves. That fundamentally re-
quires each and every one of us to a disciple’s 
“self-honesty.” We can’t give permission to any 
sin in our lives and allow it to gradually grow 
until it manifests itself as evil. We must have 
an uncompromising commitment to rooting out 
sin in our own lives, and pursuing the freedom 
offered to us by Christ. 

The call of discipleship is ultimately a call of 
obedience, “the call to follow the proper leader 
… it is a summons to a willing obedience to the 
One who is the source of all life, who made us 
and who leads us to ourselves. ‘Lose your life 
and you will find it’ is a paradoxical principle 
running through all the teaching of Jesus.”

New York Times bestselling au-
thor Matthew Kelly again has de-
livered a book that will warm the 
hearts of devout Catholics every-
where and lead doubters to Jesus 
by means of a re-awakened love of 
Mary and the most holy Rosary.

“Rediscover the Rosary: The 
Modern Power of an 
Ancient Prayer” is both 
an informative work on 
the origins and efficacy 
of the Rosary as well as 
a guide to praying this 
ancient prayer of the 
Catholic Church.

Kelly explains that he 
began praying the Rosary 
as a teenager when, as 
a member of his parish 
youth group, he “went on 
a retreat and prayed the 
Rosary.” He writes that he “doesn’t 
know how it happened, or even 
exactly when it happened,” but 
around that time he “started pray-
ing the Rosary every day.” By the 
time he was 19, he was praying all 
15 decades daily.

He writes that he is a very prac-
tical man and that he “likes things 

that work.” This is why he loves 
the Rosary and recommends it so 
highly. He says that “1. It works. 
2. It will fill you with an incredible 
sense of peace. 3. Don’t take my 
word for it.”

He sees “a certain mystery to it” 
and writes that, specifically, the 
Rosary, like all prayer, “helps us 
hear God’s voice with greater clar-

ity” and “will help 
you make better 
decisions.”

Kelly traces the 

history of the 
Rosary and how 

it “evolved over cen-
turies.” Christians in the late 3rd 
or early 4th centuries were using 
“prayer ropes” to pray the Psalms. 
Pope Gregory the Great (590-604) 
“instituted praying the Hail Mary 
during the Mass on the fourth 
Sunday of Advent.” In 1214, Saint 
Dominic was given a vision of 
Mary in which “she presented him 

with the Rosary, both the beads 
and the prayers to be prayed.”

Various popes and Church 
teachings have shaped the exact 
form of the Hail Mary and en-
dorsed the praying of the Rosary. 
When Mary appeared at Fatima 
in 1917, she asked that the Rosa-
ry be prayed for the intention of 
world peace. 

While Kelly’s work is well worth 
reading for all that he explains 
about the Rosary, his book is not 
titled “Rediscovering the Rosary” 
but instead is a directive, “Redis-
cover the Rosary.” Part Two of this 
very fine book is a prayer guide for 
doing just that.

In Part Two, Kelly lists all 20 
of the mysteries of the Rosary, 
and with each one, he presents 
a reading from Scripture that is 
tied to the mystery. The Annunci-
ation, for example, the first Joyful 
Mystery, has Luke 1: 26-38. The 
readings are more than just two 
or three verses, and elsewhere in 
the book, Kelly invites readers to 
“place themselves in the scene,” to 
“imagine yourself there” as a form 
of meditation.

With each mystery, Kelly of-
fers a reflection and a prayer. In 
the reflections, Kelly asks, “what 

part of your life needs resurrect-
ing today?” and “what’s keeping 
you from just giving everything to 
God?” and “how would your prior-
ities change if you saw yourself as 
you really are?” 

Each decade is offered for a spe-
cial intention: “We pray for anyone 
who feels trapped in a way of life 
that is self-destructive,” for “all 
those who have lost faith in you,” 
“for our own mothers … and for all 
mothers,” and “for all those who 
are lonely today and desperate for 
someone to visit them.”

There’s much more to this little 
book. Kelly offers a guide for pray-
ing a Scriptural Rosary, and in the 
appendices, he has “How to Pray 
the Rosary,” “Quotes, Prayers and 
Hymns about Mary and the Ro-
sary,” and a list of “Marian Feast 
Days.”

Matthew Kelly is an acclaimed 
speaker, the author of numerous 
books, and the founder of Dynam-
ic Catholic. For convenience, “Re-
discover the Rosary” is available 
as an audio book and an e-book in 
addition to standard book form.

J. E. Helm is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

“Rediscover the Rosary: The Modern Power of an Ancient Prayer”
By J.E. Helm 

The Sooner Catholic



serving at the altar of the 
Lord, and celebrating bap-
tisms and marriages, all of 
which would be “strength-
ened by the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.” A special emphasis 
was placed on preaching the 
Gospel of the Lord because 
they are “disciples in mission” 
as “those who bring the Good 
News.” 

Additionally, Cardinal Di-
Nardo stressed gratitude for 
“the many people who helped 
get them here: family, friends 
and formators.” He concluded 
by saying that “the only way 
they can do it” is with prayer. 
He asked: “sisters and broth-
ers, will you pray for these 
young men?”

During the ordination, the 
new deacons promised to live 
a life of prayer, celibacy and 
obedience to their diocesan 
bishop. The new deacons will 
have an additional year of 
theological studies and spir-
itual formation before being 
ordained to the priesthood in 
their home dioceses.

The Pontifical North American 
College serves as the American 
seminary in Rome. Founded in 
1859 by Blessed Pope Pius IX, the 

college has formed more than 5,000 
priests near the heart of the Church 
for service in dioceses around the 
United States, Canada and Austra-
lia.

God willing, Krug and Banowsky 
will be ordained to the priesthood 
in June along with fellow deacons 
Zachary Boazman, John Herrera 
and Alex Kroll.
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Have you heard about the largest 
and fastest growing religious order 
in the Church today? It’s called the 

Little Brothers and Sisters of Perpetual Dis-
cernment. It’s a joke. But, in many senses 
not really. These are young people between 
the ages of 18 and 40 who are seeking, and 
seeking, and seeking their vocation in life. 

They pray a great deal. They talk to every 
priest and sister and brother they meet. 
They spend hours and hours searching 
the internet for their ideal (job, religious 
community, church vocation, or potential 
spouse). They are always searching. They 
are always seeking, but they never seem to 
choose. 

What resources are available for these 
young people?

Saint Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee is of-
fering one option, a day of reflection: “Speak 
Lord, Your Servant is Listening.” Its focus 
will be to offer young men and women the 
opportunity to pray, gather tools for their 
spiritual toolkit geared toward discern-
ment, and give them practical assistance 
as they discern what God has in store for 
them – whether it is marriage, religious life, 
priesthood or single life. Most importantly, 
attendees will have the opportunity to meet 
other people who also are discerning.

The session is Oct. 27 at Saint Gregory’s 
Abbey. Lunch is provided and there is no 
cost to attend. To register, e-mail retreats@
monksok.org or call the retreat office at 
(405) 878-5656. The day begins with Mass 
at 9 a.m. and ends with Holy Hour and 
Benediction at 3 p.m. 

Fr. Boniface Copelin is prior and vocation 
director at Saint Gregory’s Abbey.

By Fr. Boniface Copelin, O.S.B.
Saint Gregory’s Abbey

VOCATIONdiscern 
  their

Where am I going?

Speak Lord, Your Servant is Listening
Presented by Fr. Boniface Copelin, O.S.B.

Cost- $30  No Charge (lunch included)
To register- email retreats@monksok.org 

or call (405) 878-5656

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
Join Fr. Krittenbrink on a pilgrim-

age to the Holy Land March 3-12. Cost 
$4,219 pp. Roundtrip airfare from OKC 
or Dallas. Optional post tour to Rome 
$1,099 March 12-15. Visit www.pilgrim-
ages.com/frkrittenbrink. Contact Bill 
Schutte at (580) 763-7665 or Schutte@
cableone.net.

Pilgrimage to Greece
Join Fr. Rex Arnold on a 10-day ex-

cursion to Greece: In the Footsteps of 
Paul the Apostle, featuring a three-night 
Greek island and Turkey cruise March 
20-30. Contact Jill Fidelie at (405) 802-
4573 or jfideliel@gmail.com. 

Pilgrimage to Berlin, Prague and 
Austria

Fr. Carl William Janocha and Fr. 
Daniel Grover will lead a pilgrimage to 
Berlin, Prague and Austria; also fea-

turing the Passion Play of Oberammer-
gau, Sept. 21- Oct. 2, 2020. The trip is 
$4,599 pp, including airfare from OKC, 
four-star hotels, most meals and more. 
Sites include Berlin, Dresden, Prague, 
Cesky Krumlov, Salzburg, Munich; 
Oberammergau featuring the Passion 
Play produced only every 10 years, and 
Frankfurt. Opportunities to visit Berlin 
Cathedral, remains of Berlin Wall, old 
town in Prague, birth place of Mozart, 
and fairytale Neuschwanstein Castle. 
Contact Fr. Carl Janocha at (580) 395-
2148 or cwjanocha@kanokla.net.

Passion Play trip to Oberammergau
Join Fr. Ray Ackerman, St. John in 

Edmond, on an 11-day classical Austria 
and Germany trip May 19, 2020, includ-
ing first class admission to the Passion 
Play of Oberammergau in the Bavarian 
Alps for the 387th performance. Call 
(405) 340-0691, Ext. 109. Tour arrange-

ments by Nawas International Travel. 
Roundtrip airfare from OKC to/return 
Frankfurt.

Pilgrimage to Eastern Europe
Right Rev. Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S. 

B., K.C.H.S. will host the Splendors of 
Eastern Europe pilgrimage featuring 
the Passion Play of Oberammergau May 
13-24, 2020. Visit Prague, Budapest, 
Vienna, Salzburg, Oberammergau and 
Munich. Cost: $4,329 pp from OKC, 
includes round-trip airfare, first class/
select hotels, hotels/guesthouses in 
Oberammergau, first class admissions 
tickets for the Passion Play, most meals 
and comprehensive sightseeing with an 
English-speaking guide. For a brochure 
and more information, contact Abbott 
Lawrence or Theresa Bragg, (405) 878-
5490, abbot@monksok.org, tabragg@
monksok.org.

Pilgrimages

Rev. Mr. Will Banowsky, Archbishop Coakley and Rev. Mr. Jerome Krug after the 
transitional diaconate celebration of the Eucharist on Set. 27 in Rome. Photos 
Pontifical North American College.

continued from page 1

Two Oklahomans among 40 seminarians ordained deacons in Rome

Above: Seminarians gather with their visiting bishops and faculty from the Pontifical 
North American College in Rome following their ordination into the transitional diaconate 
at St. Peter’s Basilica. Right: Rev. Mr. Jerome Krug from St. Monica, Edmond.



For the first time in history, 50 percent of 
America is single. A staggering 
statistic, to be sure, but what does 
it mean? 

The Dating Project attempts to 
demystify today’s dating culture, 
by interviewing men and women in 
their 20s, 30s and 40s, giving the viewer 
a variety of perspectives on what it’s like 
to date – or not – in a world of dating apps 
and online profiles.

Kerry Cronin, a professor at Boston 
College University, teaches a class every 
semester designed to educate its students 
on dating. Their key assignment is to ask 
someone on a date. The date has to be in 
person, not involve physical contact, and 
last no longer than 90 minutes. 

The results of this assignment are not 
surprising. Most of the students hadn’t 
asked someone on a date in years, and a 
few had never done it. The hookup culture 
they’d been brought up in, had short-cir-
cuited their brains. In their minds, it was 
more casual to go over to someone’s house 
and be physically intimate with them than to 
have a cup of coffee and a conversation. The 
former, involved a dark room and no commit-
ment, leaving the participants risk-
free from 
getting 
hurt. The 
latter, 
however, 
meant 
letting 
down 
their 
walls and 
being vul-
nerable.

Movie participants in their 30s and 40s 
were from across the United States and didn’t 
have the luxury of a college assignment to get 

them out of their comfort zone. Many were so 
busy, they were forced to choose online dat-
ing or apps just to meet people. Oftentimes, 

the people they met were just 
looking for sex or something 
casual, and many found it 

difficult to meet 
someone with 
similar values. 

Their dating 
culture, albeit 
different than 
participants in 
their 20s, still 
left them feeling 
lonely. Their re-
lationship with 
their phone and 
social media, 
had replaced 
true connection. 
When removed 
from their 
phone, even for 
a short time, the 
claustrophobia 

of their self-inflicted isolation hit them hard. 
They began to realize just how poor a substi-
tute social media was for real interaction. 

Most of those interviewed, recognized they 
had a problem. Yet, they went through life, 
year-after-year, with no understanding of 
how to fix it. It wasn’t until they realized that 
they needed to work on discovering their own 
self confidence and true identity in God, that 
they began to find peace. 

Some of those interviewed found love while 
others found a better perspective on life and 
a willingness to make the changes necessary 
in themselves to attract the right kind of 
person. 

In the end, the problem wasn’t necessarily 
with the form of dating, be it online or other-
wise, but with the lack of intimacy it fostered.

Luke Boyd is a freelance writer for the Soon-
er Catholic. 
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Movie Review: The Dating Project 
By Luke Boyd 

The Sooner Catholic

“The Dating Project”
Rating - NR 
Available on DVD and Digital HD
www.TheDatingProjectMovie.com

To whom shall we go?
A Millennial Journey in Faith
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My daughter was born on the 
Feast of Corpus Christi, near the 
time of consecration at our par-
ish. “Tantum Ergo” echoed in my 
head from our previous evening’s 
Mass attendance. As the summer 
continued, my husband taught 
our children to chant “Ave Verum” 
and we heard the proclamation of 
the “Bread of Life” discourse from 
John’s Gospel. 

The “Bread of Life” discourse 
ends with Peter asking, “Lord, 
to whom shall we go?” a ques-
tion echoing in the hearts and 
minds of many Catholics as recent 
events have begun to reveal just 
how broken the body of Christ is. 
Too many ministers of Christ’s 
body preyed on the most vul-
nerable among us and too many 
high-ranking clerics have been 
more concerned with their careers 
than the pursuit of holiness and 
integrity. 

The corruption at the heart of 
Christ’s Church is a hard reali-
ty, evident in the people of God 

throughout the Old Testament, 
Gospels and Church history. The 
story of God’s people before Christ 
is rife with infidelity to the God of 
the Covenant and transgression of 
the Law of Moses; why should the 
story after Christ be so different? 
Soon after Peter asserted that the 
Apostles would not leave Christ, he 
denied him three times. 

The history of the Church, from 
the Avignon papacies to the an-
ti-pope period immediately follow-
ing, and to the corruption that 
led to the Reformation, is ample 
evidence that the effects of sin 
abound. 

Yet, it is very different to live 
through a period of great sinful-
ness. Some say the very fact that 
the Church has endured these 
trials constitutes evidence of its di-
vine approval – and they are right. 
But, it is precisely the enduring 
of the trials, wrought through 
the faithful challenge of men and 
women within the Church, which 
manifests that approval – not the 

corruption and scandals them-
selves. 

How can these same men have 
the words of eternal life? How can 
they be given the power to change 
bread and wine into the very body 
and blood of Christ? How can 
Christ use them to communicate 
the forgiveness of sin? 

In line with the Council of Trent, 
the Catechism states, “From the 
moment that a sacrament is cel-
ebrated in accordance with the 
intention of the Church, the power 
of Christ and his spirit acts in and 
through it, independently of the 
personal holiness of the minister.” 
In other words, as long as the sac-
rament is performed by a validly 
ordained priest and follows the ru-
bric the Church has established, it 
is valid, irrespective of the priest’s 
sins. 

The Church is composed of and 
led by fallen human beings; our 
tendency is to sin. The Church 
is not only an instrument of 
Christ’s redemption, it is in need 

of Christ’s redeeming love. “Love 
has its origin not in us but in God. 
Love is not a human behavior but 
God’s.” 

And, it is not just in times of 
crisis that we should be turning 
humbly to God’s love for redemp-
tion; we should be doing this 
always, always grateful to Him for 
everything of beauty and goodness 
that we experience. There is, after 
all, no shortage of this in the life of 
the Church.

We stay transfixed on the Eu-
charist, residing in the mystery of 
Christ’s redeeming love, as we say 
to him, “You alone have the words 
of eternal life.”

Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass with Mount 
St. Mary Catholic High School students on Oct. 
3 at Sacred Heart in Oklahoma City. Photo pro-
vided.  

The Mount St. Mary 
Rocket cross country 
team had a great time 
spending Sept. 29 
volunteering at the St. 
John Nepomuk Falcon 
5k. Photo provided. 

Blessed Stanley Rother made a mud cake with his 
sister. They used real eggs.

In his youth he also milked cows and learned to 
drive a tractor when he was 10. The farm life was full 
of adventure and hard work. His life, from birth to 
death, is warmly told in a new children’s book titled, 
“Blessed Stanley Rother: An Extraordinary Ordinary 
Life.” The book is written and illustrated by his cous-
in Susan Rother Bond.

The hardcover book is easy for little hands to pick 
up and read, and with each turn of the thick pages, 
readers are treated to full-page vibrant color artwork. 
One page shows two squirrels feasting on peanuts 
out of Blessed Stanley’s hands.

As the story goes, “Stanley cared for many animals 
on the farm. He had dogs, cats, horses, cows, chick-
ens, pigs and even a pet racoon. One day, Stanley 
and his brother rescued two orphaned squirrels. 
Stanley carefully nurtured the weak creatures. He 
kept them warm and fed them many times a day with 
a tiny bottle. The squirrels learned to trust Stanley. 

As they grew bigger and stronger, they made Stanley 
laugh as they leaped around the house.”  

The book allows kids to learn 
how Blessed Stanley grew up on an 
Okarche farm, struggled with semi-
nary studies and followed his heart. 
His example of how to live a life of 
holiness is shared on each page. The 
book not only is an introduction into the legacy of 
Blessed Stanley, but it is an introduction into faith. 
Once children begin reading the book, they will be 
fascinated, curious and inspired. The book is a great 
addition to any Catholic family’s library. 

The book is dedicated in memory of Blessed Stan-
ley and to “all the Rothers whose roots run through 
the red soil of Okarche.” Also, in the spirit of Blessed 
Stanley, profits from the book will be donated to the 
future Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine and non-profit 
causes that benefit people in need, including in Gua-
temala. 

To schedule a book signing, contact Sue Rother 
Bond at (405) 210-1462 or sbond@osoi.com. 

Dana Attocknie is the managing editor of the Sooner 
Catholic.

Editor’s note: The following are excerpts from 
the address of Archbishop Christophe Pierre, 
Apostolic Nuncio to the United States, at the V 
National Encuentro on Sept. 20. 

First, we are a Church that goes forth, which 
the Holy Father described in this way: “Instead 
of just being a Church that welcomes and 
receives by keeping the doors open, let us try 
also to be a Church that finds new roads, that 
is able to step outside itself and go to those 
who do not attend Mass, to those who have 
quit or are indifferent. The ones who quit some-
times do it for reasons that, if properly under-
stood and assessed, can lead to a return. But, 
that takes audacity and 
courage.” 

Second, the commu-
nity of missionary disci-
ples takes the first step: 
it shows initiative. Pope 
Francis invites us to be 
“imitators of God” by hav-
ing foresight. God seizes 
the initiative with us and 
calls us to do the same 
with those at the periph-
eries. The term primerear 
captures this idea. We 
need to be proactive rather 
than reactive. We need to be spiritual entrepre-
neurs for Christ. 

Third, the evangelizing community is involved 
or engaged with its members. The clear major-
ity of the faithful are lay Catholics who have 
been made priest, prophet and king through 
baptism. They have talents and expertise to of-
fer the Church and the world. The bishops and 
priests have the task of animating their voca-
tions. Unfortunately, many, including Latinos, 
are left as bystanders.

Fourth, a community of missionary disciples 
accompanies others. Speaking in Assisi, Pope 
Francis said: 

“I repeat it often: walking with our people, 
sometimes in front, sometimes in the middle, 
and sometimes behind – in front to guide the 
community, in the middle to encourage and 
support; and at the back to keep it united and 
so that no one lags too far behind, to keep 
them united.” 

Accompaniment entails guiding, encourag-

ing and supporting, and uniting. The Church 
that actively does this is a synodal Church – a 
Church that walks together. As we accompany 
others, we learn the art of dialogue. We live in a 
time of epochal change. We, who announce the 
Gospel, cannot evangelize by neglecting the new 
forces at work affecting new generations who 
have their own expectations and aspirations, 
including those who are coming to this country. 

Fifth, the evangelizing community is fruitful. 
In paragraph 24, the Holy Father refers to the 
parable of the weeds and wheat, writing: 

“An evangelizing community is always con-
cerned with fruit because the Lord wants her 

to be fruitful. 
It cares for 
the grain and 
does not grow 
impatient with 
the weeds. 
The sower 
when he sees 
weeds sprout-
ing among the 
grain does not 
grumble or 
overreact. He 
or she finds a 
way to let the 

Word take flesh in a particular situation and 
bear fruits of new life, however imperfect or 
incomplete these may appear.” 

Fruitfulness demands discernment and pa-
tience. The fundamental task is discernment. 
The parable of the weeds and wheat speaks of 
distinguishing what is from the Son of Man, 
who sows good seed, the children of God, in 
the field from the weeds, the children of the evil 
one, sown by the devil. In Greek, the word used 
for weeds is zizania, which specifically refers to 
ryegrass. Zizania looks like wheat as it begins 
to grow, but only when it is mature can one 
discern the difference. 

Jesus cautions his disciples of the need to be 
patient and to discern because things are not 
always initially clear. 

While farmers discern between wheat and 
weeds, the Church embraces people, who have 
the possibility of responding to the divine ini-
tiative and who, by grace, can be transformed 
from sinner to saint, from weeds to wheat. 

Following Jesus’ example, we try to be patient. 
Patience in the art of accompaniment and 
discernment allows the whole Church to move 
forward. 

Pope Francis sees patience as a mark of 
holiness: “I see holiness in the patience of the 
People of God … I often associate sanctity with 
patience; not only as hypomoné, taking charge 
of events and circumstances of life, but also 
as a constancy in going forward, day-by-day. 
This is the sanctity of the militant Church also 
mentioned by Saint Ignatius.” 

The final characteristic of an evangelizing 
community is joy. It celebrates even small 
victories in the work of evangelization (cf. 
EG, 24). Joy is the greatest experience of the 
Church that goes forth. The Eucharist is the 
source and summit of all life in the Church. 
The Eucharist is the sacrament that nourishes 
Christian joy. 

It is the strongest sacramental sign of the 
paschal lordship of Christ, recalling his victory 
over sin and death. In the Eucharist, Christ 
is among us. The joy that He has won is pre-
served and shared. Eucharist joy is not incom-
plete or fading like the pleasures of this world; 
it is a lasting joy. Joy is fruit of the Holy Spirit, 
whom Jesus breathed on the Apostles at Eas-
ter, when they rejoiced to see the risen Lord! 

Pope Francis has a dream of a missionary 
Church – one that goes forth to the spiritual 
and existential peripheries. In “Evangelii Gaud-
ium,” he marks the characteristics of this mis-
sionary Church. It is one that goes forth; that 
seizes initiative; that engages and accompanies 
others, demonstrating patience in bearing fruit; 
and, ultimately, offers the world joy in the 
person of Jesus, who comes to us in Word and 
sacrament. The characteristics of an evangeliz-
ing community are modeled after the life and 
ministry of Jesus, the divine master. We are 
His disciples, called to be joyful missionaries at 
the peripheries of our world. 

It is my sincere hope that as we gather for 
these days, we may be the Church that Christ 
wants us to be with Him at the center of our 
lives, our conversations, and our ministry, 
confident that with the Holy Virgin of Guada-
lupe to accompany us and to intercede for us, 
we may always move forward in hope, making 
known the joy of the Gospel.
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Characteristics of a missionary Church 
that truly evangelizes 

New book brings Bl. Stanley’s story to children 
By Dana Attocknie 
The Sooner Catholic

Archbishop Christophe Pierre, Apostolic Nuncio to the 
United States. Photo provided.  

Books sold at:

n Stanleyrother.org/shop
n Blessed Stanley Rother 
Gift Shop
n Local Catholic book-
stores
n Amazon
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Buenos Pastores

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Retiro del Viñedo de Raquel en Español

El Viñedo de Raquel es una oportunidad extraordinaria 
para cualquier persona (hombres, mujeres, familiares o 
amistades) que lucha con dolor emocional y espiritual del 
aborto. Nov. 2-4. El retiro del Viñedo de Raquel es un retiro 
de fin de semana y es un proceso único y efectivo diseñado 
específicamente para ayudarle a sentir la misericordia y 
compasión de Dios.  Este proceso es una magnifica opor-
tunidad para ayudarles a los que luchan con perdonarse 
a sí mismos o a otros.  ¡El fin de semana ayudará que su 
alma encuentre una voz, y transforme el dolor del pasado 
en esperanza!  Para más información comuníquese con la 
Oficina de Ministerio Matrimonial y Vida Familiar al (405) 
709-2708 o mande un mensaje a aromero@archokc.org. No 
habrá costo para asistir a este retiro pero su preinscripción 
es requerida. Todas las consultas son estrictamente confi-
denciales.

A través del profeta Jeremías, el Señor pro-
mete: “Les pondré pastores según mi corazón” 
(Jer. 3:15). Dios cumple sus promesas. En este 
momento, todos estamos muy conscientes de 
nuestra necesidad de que los buenos pastores 
guíen y protejan al rebaño confiado a su cuida-
do. Estoy especialmente agradecido por los tres 
buenos pastores que me han inspirado en mis 
35 años como sacerdote y casi 14 años como 
obispo.

Entre los tres se encuentra, sin duda, el Bea-
to Stanley Rother, con quien me familiaricé en 
el seminario de Mount Saint Mary cuando me 
enteré de su muerte. Su testimonio siempre me 
ha inspirado. Lo considero un regalo especial 
para pastorear esta Iglesia local en Oklahoma 
en un momento en que estamos promoviendo 
su causa para la canonización. Necesitamos 
santos sacerdotes. El Beato Stanley es un mod-
elo de valentía y fidelidad para todos los sacer-
dotes, obispos y seminaristas.

Ciertamente, uno de los pastores más influy-
entes en mi vida ha sido el Papa Juan Pablo 
II (ahora San Juan Pablo II). Fue elegido para 
el papado justo cuando estaba comenzando el 
seminario. Su alegría, valentía masculina y fe 
llena de esperanza me inspiraron tremenda-
mente.

San Juan Pablo II vivió una vida extraordi-
naria en tiempos muy difíciles. Su ejemplo de 
santidad sacerdotal y episcopal todavía me 
desafía a luchar por más. Su papado de 27 
años abarcó gran parte de mi vida como joven 
adulto y sacerdote. Fue nuestro papa durante 

todos mis años de seminario, mis años como 
sacerdote y, finalmente, fue quien me nombró 
obispo poco antes de su muerte. En mi opin-
ión, fue tanto, ¡una estrella de rock, así como 
un santo!

Esta semana (el 9 de octubre), asistí al funer-
al de un tercer pastor influyente que inspiró y 
formó mi propio sacerdocio y el ministerio epis-
copal. El Obispo Eugene J. Gerber me ordenó 
sacerdote en 1983. Fue mi obispo durante los 
últimos cinco años en que fui sacerdote en la 
diócesis de Wichita. El Obispo Gerber es quizás 
mejor conocido por establecer un modelo de 
administración nunca visto antes en la Dióce-
sis de Wichita.

La visión que propuso reconoció que la 
mayordomía es una forma de vida. Es una 
espiritualidad arraigada en la gratitud y en la 
convicción de que Dios nunca es superado en 
generosidad. Ha producido frutos notables. Ha 
fomentado la oración, como lo demuestra el 
número de Capillas de Adoración Eucarística 
Perpetuas establecidas en tantas parroquias 
de la diócesis. Ha fomentado las vocaciones. 
Wichita está entre los líderes de la nación en 
el número de seminaristas y ordenaciones 
cada año. Ha fortalecido las escuelas católicas 
e incluso aumentado el número de Escuelas 
Católicas en la diócesis. Muchas iniciativas 
pastorales han sido generadas y están siendo 
sostenidas por la forma de vida de mayordomía 
que inspiró el Obispo Gerber.

Mi aprecio por el Obispo Gerber, sin embar-
go, va más allá de los éxitos evidentes. Es más 

personal. Para 
mí, fue un pa-
dre espiritual. Él 
inspiró confianza. 
Él me desafió. Él 
me apoyó. Era un 
hombre de fe que 
estaba dispuesto 
a compartir su fe, 
e incluso sus vul-
nerabilidades. Fue un hombre de oración que 
nos mostró la importancia de la oración al dar 
testimonio de su relación con el Señor.

Durante este momento de crisis en nuestra 
querida Iglesia, necesitamos una renovada 
apreciación de la paternidad espiritual. No-
sotros, los sacerdotes y los obispos, estamos 
llamados a ser más que administradores 
confiables. Debemos ser padres espirituales, 
engendrando y alimentando una nueva vida 
en los corazones de los hijos de Dios. Necesi-
tamos sacerdotes y obispos llenos del amor y 
la misericordia de Dios que, como Jesús, nos 
muestran el rostro del Padre.

Cada uno de los tres pastores que he mencio-
nado han sido padres espirituales para mí. Les 
estoy agradecido a cada uno de ellos. Por favor 
continúen orando por los sacerdotes (y obispos) 
para que podamos ser los buenos pastores y 
padres espirituales para los cuales hemos sido 
ordenados. 

40 Dias Por La Vida 
La próxima campaña pacifica de 40 Dias Por La Vida para 

abolir el aborto está programado para el 26 de septiembre al 4 de 
noviembre, 2018. Para más información, favor de comunicarse 
con Erika Martinez al (405) 615-7642 o mande un mensaje a 
40days4life@gmail.com

Extractos del discurso de Su Excelencia el 
Arzobispo Christophe Pierre, Nuncio Apostólico 
para los Estados Unidos en el V Encuentro Na-
cional, 20 de septiembre de 2018

En primer lugar, somos una Iglesia que va 
hacia adelante, y que el Santo Padre descrito 
de esta manera: “En lugar de ser solamente 
una Iglesia que acoge y recibe, manteniendo 
sus puertas abiertas, busquemos más bien ser 
una Iglesia que encuentra caminos nuevos, 
capaz de salir de sí misma yendo hacia el que 
no la frecuenta, hacia el que se marchó de ella, 
hacia el indiferente. El que abandonó la Iglesia 
a veces lo hizo por razones que, si se entienden 
y valoran bien, pueden ser el inicio de un retor-
no. Pero es necesario tener audacia y valor” 

En segundo lugar, la 
comunidad de discípulos 
misioneros da el primer 
paso: manifiesta iniciati-
va. El Papa Francisco nos 
invita a ser “imitadores de 
Dios” siendo previsores. 
Dios toma la iniciativa 
con nosotros, y nos lla-
ma a hacer lo mismo con 
quienes están en las perife-
rias. El término primerear 
aferra esta idea. Debemos 
ser más proactivos que 
reactivos. Debemos ser em-
prendedores espirituales 
de Cristo. 

En tercer lugar, la comunidad evangelizadora 
está implicada o comprometida con sus miem-
bros. La mayoría de los fieles son claramente 
los laicos católicos que han sido hechos sac-
erdotes, profetas y reyes por medio del bautis-
mo. Ellos tienen talentos y conocimientos para 
ofrecer a la Iglesia y el mundo. Los obispos y 
los sacerdotes tienen la tarea de animar su vo-
cación. Desafortunadamente, muchos, incluy-
endo Latinos, a veces se quedan como simples 
espectadores. 

En cuarto lugar, una comunidad de discípu-
los misioneros acompaña a los otros. Hablando 
en Asís, el Papa Francisco dijo: 

“Lo repito a menudo: caminar con nuestro 
pueblo, a veces delante, a veces en medio y a 
veces detrás: delante, para guiar a la comu-
nidad; en medio, para alentarla y sostenerla; 
detrás, para mantenerla unida y que nadie 
se quede demasiado atrás, para mantenerla 
unida”.

Acompañamiento implica guiar, alentar y 
apoyar, y unir. La Iglesia que activamente hace 

ésto, es una Iglesia sinodal – una Iglesia en la 
que todos caminan juntos… Cuando acom-
pañamos a otros, aprendemos el arte del diálo-
go. Vivimos en una época de cambio de época. 
Nosotros, los que anunciamos el Evangelio, no 
podemos evangelizar descuidando las nuevas 
fuerzas que trabajan afectando a las nuevas 
generaciones que tienen sus propias expec-
tativas y aspiraciones, incluidos aquellos que 
vienen a este país. 

En quinto lugar, la comunidad evangelizado-
ra es fructífera. En el párrafo 24 de Evangelii 
Gaudium, el Santo Padre, refiriéndose a la 
parábola del trigo y la cizaña, escribe: 

“La comunidad evangelizadora siempre está 
atenta a los frutos, porque el Señor la quiere 

fecunda. 
Cuida el trigo 
y no pierde 
la paz por 
la cizaña. El 
sembrador, 
cuando ve 
despuntar 
la cizaña en 
medio del tri-
go, no tiene 
reacciones 
quejosas ni 
alarmistas. 
Encuentra 
la manera 

de que la Palabra se encarne en una situación 
concreta y dé frutos de vida nueva, aunque en 
apariencia sean imperfectos o inacabados” 

La fecundidad exige discernimiento y pacien-
cia. La tarea fundamental es el discernimien-
to. La parábola del trigo y la cizaña habla de 
distinguir lo que es del Hijo del Hombre, que 
siembra la buena semilla, los hijos de Dios, de 
aquello que es el campo de las malas hierbas, 
los hijos del maligno, sembradas por el diablo. 
Zizania, es la palabra griega usada para desig-
nar a las malas hierbas, refiriéndose específi-
camente al ballico. La cizaña se parece al trigo 
cuando comienza a crecer, pero sólo cuando 
está maduro puede uno discernir la diferencia. 

Jesús advierte a sus discípulos la necesidad 
de ser pacientes y de discernir, porque las co-
sas no siempre son inicialmente claras. Mien-
tras que los agricultores disciernen entre el 
trigo y las malas hierbas, la Iglesia abraza a las 
personas que tienen la posibilidad de respond-
er a la iniciativa divina y que, por la gracia, 
pueden transformarse de pecadoras en santas, 
de malezas en trigo. Siguiendo el ejemplo de 

Jesús, intentamos ser pacientes. La pacien-
cia en el arte del discernimiento y del acom-
pañamiento permite que toda la Iglesia avance 
hacia adelante. 

El Papa Francisco ve la paciencia como un 
signo de santidad: “Yo asocio frecuentemente 
la santidad a la paciencia: no sólo la paciencia 
como hypomoné, hacerse cargo de los sucesos 
y las circunstancias de la vida, sino también 
como constancia para seguir hacia delante día 
a día. Esta es la santidad de la Iglesia militante 
de la que habla el mismo san Ignacio.”

La característica final de una comunidad 
evangelizadora es la alegría. Celebra incluso las 
pequeñas victorias en la obra de evangelización 
(cf. EG, 24). La alegría es la más grande experi-
encia de la Iglesia que camina hacia adelante. 
La Eucaristía es fuente y culmen de toda la 
vida de la Iglesia. Y la Eucaristía es el Sacra-
mento que alimenta la alegría cristiana. 

Es el signo sacramental más fuerte del 
Señorío Pascual de Cristo, que recuerda su vic-
toria sobre el pecado y la muerte. En la Eucar-
istía, Cristo está entre nosotros. La alegría que 
Él nos a ha obtenido, es preservada y compar-
tida. Alegría de la Eucaristía que ni es super-
ficial ni es descolorida como la alegría que 
ofrecen los placeres de este mundo. La alegría 
de la Eucaristía es una alegría duradera. La 
alegría es fruto del Espíritu Santo que Jesús 
comunicó a los apóstoles la noche del Domin-
go de Pascua, cuando se regocijaron al ver al 
Señor resucitado. 

El Papa Francisco tiene el sueño de una 
Iglesia misionera– que salga a las periferias 
existenciales y espirituales. En Evangelii Gaud-
ium señala las características de esta Iglesia 
misionera. Es una que va hacia adelante; que 
toma la iniciativa; que participa y acompaña 
a otros, mostrando frutos de paciencia y, en 
última instancia, ofrece al mundo la alegría en 
la Persona de Jesús que viene a nosotros en la 
Palabra y el Sacramento. Las características 
de una comunidad evangelizadora se mod-
elan siguiendo la vida y Ministerio de Jesús, el 
Divino Maestro. Nosotros somos sus discípulos 
llamados a ser misioneros alegres en las perife-
rias de nuestro mundo. 

Mi sincera esperanza es que, al reunirnos 
estos días, podamos ser la Iglesia que Cristo 
quiere que seamos – con Él al centro de nues-
tras vidas, nuestras conversaciones y nuestro 
Ministerio, seguros de la Santa Virgen de Gua-
dalupe, acompañándonos e intercediendo por 
nosotros, podremos siempre avanzar en esper-
anza, dando a conocer la alegría del Evangelio.
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Características de una Iglesia Misionera que 
Verdaderamente Evangeliza

Misa de Aniversario
El Arzobispo Pablo Coakley 

invita a las parejas casadas que 
estén celebrando su aniversa-
rio especial de (25, 40, 50+) del 
presente año 2018 para que 
participen en la Misa Especial 
de Aniversario el domingo 21 de 
Octubre de 2018, iniciando a las 
3 p.m. en la Catedral de Nues-
tra Señora del Perpetuo Socor-
ro, 3214 N. Lake Ave., (N.W. 32 
Y Western) en Oklahoma City.  
Después de la Misa habrá una 
recepción.  Es muy importante 
que si usted desea asistir por 
favor contacte a la Oficina de 
Ministerio Matrimonial y Vida 
Familiar al (405) 721-8944. El 
Arzobispo le impartirá su ben-
dición y la comunidad local se 
alegra en su ejemplo y comprom-
iso al Sacramento de Matrimonio.

PRE CANA 
Un Programa Pre-Matrimonial 

3 de Noviembre 

¿QUE ES PRE CANA?  
 Pre Cana es un programa para 
parejas que se están preparando 

para el Sacramento de Matri-
monio, parejas que quieren con-
validar su matrimonio o parejas 
civilmente casadas. Un equipo 

especialmente entrenado y un sac-
erdote comparten sus experiencias 

e información con la intención 
de ayudar y guiar a los novios a 
darse cuenta de los privilegios y 

responsabilidades del matrimonio.

Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City 
Office of Marriage & Family Life 

Tel: (405) 721-8944 
LCarrasco@archokc.org

Arzobispo Christophe Pierre, Nuncio Apostólico en los 
Estados Unidos. Foto provista.



Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month

October is National Domestic Vi-
olence Awareness Month. To learn 
more about the Catholic response, 
visit the U.S. bishop’s website 
for their pastoral letter, “When I 
Call for Help,” http:// bit.ly/usc-
cb_dv. If you or a family member 
or friend needs help now, contact 
the National Domestic Violence 
Hotline, 800-522-SAFE (7233) (24 
hours); 800-787-3224 (TTY); www.
ndvh.org. If you are in immediate 
danger, call 9-1-1. For information 
about Domestic Violence Parish 
Ministry, contact Becky VanPool at 
(405) 523-3000, Ext. 245.

Rother Heritage Gallery 
The Heritage Gallery at the Cath-

olic Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
west Expressway, presents “The 
Shepherd Cannot Run: A Retro-
spective on the Life of Bl. Stanley 
Rother.” The free exhibit is open 
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day. Special tours arranged by 
calling (405) 721-5651, Ext. 141.

Red Mass
A Mass to invoke God’s blessing 

upon all judges, lawyers, law stu-
dents, legal professionals, public of-
ficials and everyone entrusted with 
the administration of justice will be 
at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 25 at The Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 
Mass celebrated by Archbishop 
Coakley with reception following. 
Richard Garnet, J.D., University 
of Notre Dame professor, will host 
Q&A session during the reception. 
RSVP by Oct. 15 to RSVP@archokc.
org or (405) 709-
2744, archokc.org/
redmass.

Suicide preven-
tion training 

Did you know 
you can help save 
a life? Catholic 
Charities encour-
ages parishioners 
to participate in 
mental health 
awareness train-
ing. QPR is a free 
one-hour suicide 
prevention train-
ing that provides 
three simple steps 
to reach someone 
who may be feeling 
hopeless. Profes-
sional counseling 
also is available. 
Contact St. Joseph 
Counseling Center 
at (405) 524-0969.

CPC daily Mass
Daily Mass is 

held weekdays 
at 11:30 a.m. in 
the St. Francis de 
Sales Chapel at 
the Catholic Pas-
toral Center, 7501 
Northwest Express-
way. No Mass on 
days CPC is closed. 

Craft fair and open house
St. Ann Retirement Center is 

hosting a fall craft fair and open 
house 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Oct. 17 at 
7501 W. Britton Rd, OKC. More 
than 40 vendors will be present for 
holiday shopping. Snacks provid-
ed; drawings for door prizes. and 
entertainment throughout the day. 
Contact (405) 721-0747.

A weekend with Martha and 
Mary

Create a hot pad that reflects the 
various books of the Bible in quilt 
form, Oct. 19-21 at The Healing 
House, 319 W. Jackson St., Cres-
cent. Event begins at 6:30 p.m. 
Oct. 19. Cost is $100 for a com-
muter and $200 for a guest who 
stays at the Healing House both 
night. Supplies provided. Contact, 
(405) 697-4600, thehealinghou-
seOK@gmail.com.

Craft fair
A craft fair to benefit the St. 

Eugene youth group is 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m. Oct. 20 in St. Eugene’s Ross 
Hall. Gourmet foods, artwork, jew-
elry and other handcrafted goods 
for sale. Free admission. Drinks 
sold by youth group. 

“Block” party
Holy Trinity Hermitage invites 

everyone to a “Block” Party to 
make compressed earth blocks 8 
a.m. – Noon and 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
Oct. 20 and 27. Parking at Fellow-
ship Church, 3801 Journey Park-
way, Norman. Blocks will become 
the walls of Holy Trinity Hermitage 
of the Gospel of Life Disciples and 

Dwellings (GOLD). Contact Jim 
Armour at (469) 278-6659, jim@
gospeloflifedisciples.org.

Anniversary Mass
Archbishop Coakley invites mar-

ried couples who are celebrating 
milestone anniversaries (25, 40, 
50+) in the calendar year 2018 to 
attend a special Anniversary Mass 
at 3 p.m. Oct. 21 at The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
3214 N. Lake Ave., OKC. Reception 
to follow. If attending, contact the 
Office of Marriage and Family Life 
Ministry at (405) 721-8944. 

 
Building a vibrant parish

Two free seminars will be given 
to help parish leadership improve 
communication, become stronger 
evangelizers, increase engagement 
and more. Check-in 8:30 a.m. 
Seminar 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Oct. 23 at 
St. John, Edmond, and Oct. 24 at 
St. Anne, Broken Arrow. Continen-
tal breakfast and lunch provided. 
Register at www.4LPi.com/semi-
nars.

Bingo at St. James
Bingo at St. James at 6:30 p.m. 

Oct. 25. $10 all games. Special 
door prizes for everyone present. 
A 50” TV will be given away. Food 
available for purchase at 5:45 p.m. 
Proceeds for charitable services.

Halloween carnival
St. Charles Borromeo 32nd 

annual Halloween Carnival 6 p.m. 
– 9 p.m. Oct. 26 at 5000 N. Grove 
in Warr Acres. No cost to enter. 
Tickets can be purchased at the 

door; games are .50 each.

Fall fest
St. Ann, Elgin, fall fest 9 

a.m. - 5 p.m. Oct. 26 and 
27 at 8492 State Hwy. 17. 
Contact (580) 492-5914.

Natural family planning
Learn Natural Family 

Planning with Jodi and 
Cameron Homeyer, in-
structors of the Symp-
to-Thermal Method, 9 
a.m. - Noon Oct. 27, Lake 
Room, St. Mark, 3939 W. 
Tecumseh Rd., Norman. 
Contact the Office Mar-
riage and Family Life Min-
istry at (405) 721-8944, 
Aromero@archokc.org or 
Jodi and Cameron Homey-
er at (281) 799-9287, 
homeyer.jodi@gmail.com. 

Encounter with God’s 
Call

The Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City vocations 
office is sponsoring a free 
Encounter with God’s Call 
seminary visit Nov. 10-12 
for young men considering 
the priesthood (high school 
juniors, seniors and college 
students). RSVP by Oct. 29 
at (405) 721-9351, voca-
tions@archokc.org, okcvo-
cations.com.

Taste of St. Joe’s
St. Joseph Catholic School, 

Enid, will host Taste of St. Joe’s 
Nov. 3 at the Central National 
Bank Center. Dinner, auction 
and entertainment. Tickets $50 
pp. Sponsorships available or 
purchase table. Contact Brandi 
Schieber at (580) 748-0489; Dave 
Streck at (580) 541-5216 or Kevin 
Boryczki at (580) 231-2457. 

Turkey dinner
Sts. Peter and Paul, Kingfish-

er, annual turkey dinner 11 
a.m. - 1 p.m. Nov. 4 in Ross Hall, 
315 S. Main St. Carry-outs avail-
able. Contact (405) 375-4616.

Mercy and Mary retreat
The Mercy and Mary retreat will 

be Nov. 9-10 at Christ the King, 
OKC, with Fr. Michael Gaitley, 
M.I.C., author of “33 Days to 
Morning Glory.” Friday program 
7:15 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Saturday 
retreat 7:45 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Cost 
$49.95. Scholarships available. 
Register at MarianMissionaries.org 
or call (413) 944-8500, Ext. 10.

Domestic Church retreat
A retreat for Sacramentally 

married couples that provides 
them with an opportunity to begin 
their spiritual journey together (or 
deepen it) as well as an introduc-
tion to Domestic Church for people 
interested in beginning formation 
in a Domestic Church circle. Nov. 
1-4, Catholic Pastoral Center. 
Register at www.domesticchurch-
families.com/events-1. Contact 
Alex Schimpf at (405) 709-2755, 
aschimpf@archokc.org. 

Crafters needed
Holy Spirit, Mustang, craft fair 

from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Nov 10. Con-
tact Sherri at (405) 201-3680.

Harvest bazaar 
Holy Family, Lawton, harvest ba-

zaar will be Nov. 10 at 1010 N.W. 
82. Contact (580) 536-6351.

Christmas bazaar
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary Christmas Bazaar will be 
Nov. 16-18, 711 W. Hickory Ave., 
Duncan. Nov. 16: 4 p.m. - 8 p.m.; 
Nov. 17: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Nov. 18: 
1 p.m. - 5 p.m. Contact (580) 255-
0590.

Miracles of Mercy
Scott Hahn will present Mira-

cles of Mercy 9 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 
Dec. 1 in two talks, “The Fourth 
Cup, The Miracle of Mercy in the 
Eucharist” and “The First Society, 
The Miracle of Mercy in Marriage.” 
Tickets $15. Contact Jonathan 
McGovern, (740) 264-9535. Regis-
ter at stpaulcenter.com/Yukon.

90th anniversary Mass
Immaculate Conception, Sem-

inole, will be celebrating the 
church’s 90th anniversary with a 
Mass at 2 p.m. followed by a re-
ception on Dec. 8.
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October

Young adult cookout 4 p.m. 
- 8 p.m. on the grounds of 
archbishop’s residence.

Pray the Rosary for Life at 
6:30 p.m. at the abortion 
center, 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
man. Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041.

Feast of St. Teresa of Jesus.

Feast of St. Hedwig.

Feast of St. Margaret Mary 
Alacoque.

Suicide grief support group, 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., St. 
Francis, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

Feast of St. Ignatius of An-
tioch.

Fall craft fair and open house 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. St. Ann 
Retirement Center, 7501 W. 
Britton Rd., OKC.

Monthly Novena to the 
Infant Jesus. Nine days of 
novenas to the Infant Jesus 
of Prague. During the nine 
days, the novena prayers will 
be: Monday-Friday following 
Noon Mass, Saturday follow-
ing 5 p.m. Mass, and Sunday 
following 11 a.m. Mass.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.
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KOFC.ORG/JOINUS
join us onl ine today

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
877-707-0752

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Contact me today 
to learn more:Get  connected

To  The  Largest  

Cathol ic  

Brotherhood

Feast of St. Luke, Evangelist.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
toral Center. Contact Elaine, 
(405) 358-3610, ccrprayers@
gmail.com.

Assembly of Catholic Profes-
sionals luncheon 11 a.m. – 1 
p.m., Downtown Petroleum 
Club, Cotter Ranch Tower, 
100 N. Broadway Ave., OKC. 
Speaker: Bruce Downes, “The 
Catholic Guy.”

Feast of Sts. John De Brebeuf 
and Isaac Jogues and Com-
panions, Martyrs.

Feast of St. Paul of the Cross.

Holy Trinity “Block” Party 
to make compressed earth 
blocks 8 a.m. – Noon and 1 
p.m. – 4 p.m. Oct. 20 and 27. 
Parking Fellowship Church, 
3801 Journey Pkwy., Nor-
man. Contact Jim Armour, 
jim@gospeloflifedisciples.org, 
(469) 278-6659.

The Lay Missionaries of 
Charity, the Secular (Lay) 
Order of St. Teresa of Cal-
cutta, meeting at St. Ann 
Nursing Home, OKC. Mass at 
9:30 a.m.; meeting following. 
Contact Toni Harrelson, (405) 
341-2199, (405) 694-1292.

The Oklahoma City Communi-
ty of Secular Carmelites meets 
monthly at Little Flower, OKC. 
Anyone interested in deepen-
ing prayer life with communi-
ty support, call Vicky Caudell, 
(405) 637-4611, or William 
Ginn, (405) 737-2024.

Anniversary Mass at 3 p.m. at 
The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, 3214 N. Lake 
Ave., OKC. 

Feast of St. 
John Paul II.

Feast of St. 
John of Capist-
rano.

Feast of St. 
Anthony Mary 
Claret.

Red Mass at 
6:30 p.m. Oct. 
25 at The Ca-
thedral of Our 
Lady of Perpet-
ual Help.

Cristo Rey OKC 
application day, 
8 a.m. - 11:30 
a.m. or 12:30 
p.m. - 3:30 
p.m. Apply and 
interview. Reg-
ister online at 
cristoreyOKC.

org or call (405) 945-9100.

St. Gregory’s Days of Reflec-
tion session, “Speak Lord, 
Your Servant is Listening” by 
Fr. Boniface Copelin, O.S.B. 
Cost $30, lunch included. 
Contact the retreat office at 
(405) 878-5656 or retreats@
MonksOK.org.
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Jobs Box
Parish engagement director

The archdiocese is seeking a di-
rector of parish leadership engage-
ment. The position is responsible 
for all aspects of helping build a 
culture of conversion and disci-
pleship in parishes and schools 
throughout the archdiocese. Bach-
elor’s degree or master’s degree 
in theology, pastoral ministry or 
related field preferred. Five years 
of experience in catechetics and/or 
new evangelization efforts. Fluency 
in English and Spanish preferred. 
Familiarity with CCO, Alpha, ACTS, 
and other discipleship initiative 
resources. Send applications or 
inquiries to nlargent@archokc.org.

Administrative assistant - OKC
The archdiocese is seeking an 

administrative assistant for the 

youth, young adult and campus 
ministry office. Must communicate 
and interface in a tactful and pro-
fessional manner with the clergy, 
Catholic Pastoral Center staff, 
parish and school personnel, and 
the public. The position requires 
attention to detail and accuracy, 
flexibility and adaptability. Knowl-
edge of Microsoft Office software, 
including Word, Excel and Power-
Point required. Organizational effi-
ciency, adaptability, time manage-
ment and the ability to anticipate 
needs required. Bilingual in Span-
ish preferred. Send inquiries and 
resumes to nlargent@archokc.org.

Administrative assistant - OKC
The Catholic Foundation of Okla-

homa is seeking an administrative 
assistant. Must communicate and 

interface in a tactful and profes-
sional manner with the clergy, 
Catholic Pastoral Center staff, 
parish and school personnel, and 
the public. The position requires 
attention to detail and accuracy, 
flexibility and adaptability. Knowl-
edge of Microsoft Office software, 
including Word, Excel and Power-
Point required. Organizational effi-
ciency, adaptability, time manage-
ment and the ability to anticipate 
needs required. Bilingual in Span-
ish preferred. Send inquiries and 
resumes to nlargent@archokc.org.

Math teacher
Catapult Learning is looking for 

educators to provide part-time 
contracted instructional services 
with the necessary educational ex-
pertise in high school-level math-

ematics; to diagnose learning skill 
deficits and deliver prescribed in-
structional delivery methods as de-
termined by the company; consult 
with school personnel to coordi-
nate efforts in providing services to 
students; communicate and con-
ference with parents providing in-
formation on student progress. Ap-
plicants must hold a bachelor’s 
degree and current Oklahoma 
teaching certification in high 
school mathematics. Teaching ex-
perience preferred. Submit resume 
to Misty Slone at misty.slone@
catapultlearning.com.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.soonercatholic.org.

Sooner Catholic, The Oklahoman and even in 
national news. A recent story that appeared in 
The Oklahoman over the summer featured Sis-
ter Maria’s work with GOLD’s expansion into 
the Norman area. 

One of the readers of that article was Sherry 
Gottschalk of The Gottschalk Realty office in 
Norman. As she read about the mission, she 
realized she knew just the place for this new 
dwelling. It was a special home their office was 
trying to sell near the border of Moore and 
Norman.

The property was called the “Home of Love & 
Dreams,” and had been the residence of a large 
Catholic family who was so inspired by their 
faith, they built a beautiful chapel. 

Since 2002, the house had been home for the 
Babb Family and their 12 children, including 
seven children with special needs adopted by 
Dirk and Anne Babb. 

The property includes a nearly 8,000-square-
foot two-story farmhouse with seven bedrooms, 
a large kitchen, a barn, a guesthouse and a 
chapel that seats about 20 people. The chapel 
was a special request by Anne Babb, who said 
she always felt God was there.

“As devoted Christians we wanted a visible 
sign of our faith,” she said. 

Years ago, when her husband passed, and 
most of the children had grown, Anne Babb be-
gan to think about selling the home. She put it 
on the market in April 2017. She kept praying 
for a special ministry to further her mission of 
Christian love on the property.  

Knowing of the desire to find a mission wor-
thy of the home, Sherry Gottschalk called Sis-
ter Maria, whose love of the elderly and dying 
impressed her.  

“I believe it was the 
Holy Spirit that moved 
me,” Gottschalk said. 
“This idea just kept 
popping into my 
heart.”

But, Sister Maria 
was resistant. Initial-
ly, she didn’t agree to 
see the property, but 
finally set a time to 
meet. 

“The home was so 
big and beautiful, 
I figured it was too 
much for what we 

were trying to do,” Sister Maria recalled.
The very day Sister Maria viewed the site, 

Anne Babb had an offer on the table from 
someone else who planned to remove any faith 
items in the home and demolish the chapel. 
She had begun to pray that the property would 
go to someone who would use it to serve others.  

After viewing the site, Sister Maria began a no-
vena to prayerfully consider what God desired. 

After receiving many signs and confirmations 
during the novena, she opened up to the idea. 
She consulted with Archbishop Coakley and 
with the help of a generous donor, the Gospel 
of Life Association closed on the property in 
September. 

On Sept. 18, Archbishop Coakley blessed the 
new Saint John Paul II Dwelling for the Dying 
and celebrated Mass in the newly named Good 
Shepherd Chapel. 

On Oct. 16, the dwelling will receive her first 
three residents – a 97-year-old man, a 91-year-
old woman and a 56-year-old man with cancer. 
On Oct. 21 and 22, there will be an open house 
at 4113 S. Eastern Ave. On Oct. 21, it will be 
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. On Oct. 22, it will be 
from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Sister Maria said she 
hopes others will embrace 
this mission to accompany 
the dying with life-affirming 
care and become “lifeguards” 
who volunteer to help. 

“The timing of this and the 
circumstances were such 
that I know God is fulfilling 
what He wants,” she said. 
“Everyone should know this 
was the Lord’s idea.”

Steve Gust is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.     

continued from page 1

Sr. Maria reads Scripture during a blessing of the new St. John Paul II Dwelling for the Dying in Moore. She 
is joined by Archbishop Coakley, Dcn. Chuck Allen, former owner Anne Babb and realtors Sherry and Jim 
Gottschalk. Photos Diane Clay/Soooner Catholic.

Above: Dcn. Chuck Allen, Archbishop Coakley, Sr. Maria Faulkner and 
Anne Babb. Right: Dcn. Chuck Allen and Archbishop Coakley walk to 
Mass at the Good Shepherd Chapel on the grounds of the former Babb 
Family Farm. 


