Promise to Protect; Pledge to Heal

Domestic Violence
October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month
Domestic violence is any kind

include battering, name-

of behavior that a person uses

calling and insults, threats

to control an intimate partner

to kill or harm one’s

through fear and intimidation.

partner or children,

It includes physical, sexual,

destruction of property,

psychological, verbal, and

marital rape, and forced

economic abuse. Some

sterilization or abortion.

examples of domestic abuse

What does this have to do with SE?

Did You Know?
•••
According to a U.S.
government survey, 53% of
victims were abused by a
current or former girlfriend
or boyfriend. One-third of
all victims were abused by
a spouse, while 14% said
that the offender was an ex-

Violence in the home has serious repercussi ons

spouse. Women ages 16 to

for children.

24 are nearly three times as

Violence against women in the home has serious
repercussions for children. Over 50% of men
who abuse their wives also beat their children.
Children who grow up in violent homes are
more likely to develop alcohol and drug
addictions and to become abusers themselves.

vulnerable to attacks by
intimate partners as those
in other age groups; abuse
victims between ages 35
and 49 run the highest risk
of being killed.

The state is set for a cycle of violence that
continue from generation to generation.
“As Bishops, we condemn the use of the Bible to support abusive behavior in any form. A correct
reading of Scripture leads people to an understanding of the equal dignity of men and women and to
relationships based on mutuality and love…Pope John Paul II reminds us that ‘Christ’s way of
acting, the Gospel of his words and deeds, is a consistent protest again whatever offends the dignity
of women.’” (When I Call for Help, A Pastoral Response to Domestic Violence Against Women,
USCCB)

Most of you know that the Catholic Pastoral Center has been undergoing
renovations. Just last Monday, October 2nd, the Safe Environment Office has
relocated to the second floor, Room 217. This is the first office on the right as
you come in the second floor door. This is a temporary move. Once the
renovations are completed on the main floor of the Pastoral Center, Safe
Environment will be moving back to the first floor. If you have not already
seen the top floor of our building, we hope that you will stop by to see our
new offices.

Audit Time!
As you know, we do a paper audit every
year for USCCB. We also have an on-site
audit every three years. Therefore, in the
Fall of 2018, this time next year, we will
be having that audit. From this year’s
Parish Compliance Surveys, I have a few
concerns that need to be addressed. You
are required to do the parish bulletin
insert at least four times a year. The
recommended months are July, October,
January, April. This means the full
announcement that you find in your
Manual, Section VII, page 2. If you
skipped one of the above months, then
please do it at some other month.
All employees must be trained in Safe
Environment, regardless of working
with children or not. This training takes
place before they begin work.
Teens must be at least fourteen before
they can serve as volunteers.
Remember, the on-site auditors will,
more than likely, visit some parishes. In
2015, they visited four parishes. It is not
too early to make sure that all your
records are in order, according to our
protocol.

Very shortly I will get back to doing
our local on-site audits. I will call the facilitator to
arrange a date to visit your parish, examine Safe
Environment Records, and visit the premises to see
if Safe Environment is visible. Before coming I also
check your data bases and look at your websites.
After this visit, a written report is sent to the pastor
and the facilitator.

Theme for the Year
Because I believe that Pornography is one of the
most serious dangers to our young people and to
family life, I have decided to continue trying to
educate on this theme. Just a few days ago Pope
Francis said, “The extremely troubling things on
the net, include the spread of ever more extreme
pornography…The spread of printed pornography
in the past was a relatively small phenomenon
compared to the proliferation of pornography on
the net.” The problem is huge and global, the Pope
said, and no one should underestimate the harm
children and young people face.
As a Catholic community, each of us has a duty to
help combat this evil. I strongly believe that we
MUST reach the parents in order to help our youth.
With this in mind, PLEASE DO WHATEVER YOU
CAN TO GET THE PARENT ARTICLES TO
YOUR ADULT POPULATION.

Kids and Online Pornography-What You Need to Know
(Article by Jenise Harmon, MSW, LISW – Columbus, Ohio)

Many parents have a strong gut-reaction when

♦No matter how tightly you try to control what

they discover that their son or daughter has

your child sees on the internet, if they want to

viewed sexually explicit content.

view online pornography, they can easily find a
way. Ipads and other tablets, phones and

The internet has made hardcore pornography

friends’ computers are just some of the ways kids

easily accessible to anyone with a computer and

are able to view explicit material. This is why

online access. 20 years ago a person would have

talking to your kids about pornography is so

to take multiple steps to see porn. They would

important.

have to find out where it’s sold, get to the store,
find the gumption to go in and make the

♦Teens are sexually curious. This is healthy and

purchase. And the magazine would have a

normal. Your job as a parent is to allow them to

beginning and an end.

mature sexually in a safe, age appropriate
manner.

Now one simply has to Google whatever they’re
looking for, and hundreds and thousands of

♦There are different ideas about how viewing

pictures, webcams, and videos pop up, many for

pornography affects kids. For children under 10

free. Unlike the pornography that shows up in

it can result in a very skewed and harmful

print, the internet doesn’t end. A person could

understanding of sexuality. Children’s minds

look at pornography day and night and still see

are simply not prepared for explicit material.

new images.

What is seen cannot be unseen, and young
children are often very disturbed and harmed by

As a parent, or adult who works with or cares

viewing pornography. For older children it can

about kids, here are some things you need to

result in a need for increasingly greater stimuli.

know about online pornography.

Some teens are plagued with feelings of guilt for

♦The APA (American Psychological Association)

viewing pornography and distressed because

states that every year, 40% of teens and preteens
visit sexually explicit sites on the internet. This
includes both deliberate searches as well as
accidentally clicking on an unintended link. This
study is from 2007, and I would expect that the

they can’t stop looking at it. Teens who access
online pornography can be drawn into
conversations and interactions with adults who
intend to engage teens in sexual activity or child
pornography.

number is significantly higher at this time.

♦Sexual predators often use pornography while

♦Many of these sites have explicit material on

grooming a child or teen. This is why it’s critical

their home page, so even a single click can take a
child to images they are not prepared to see.

to find out how your child was first exposed.

So what is a parent to do?
♦Ask your child or teen how they came across

Many parents make it clear that if they’re

porn for the first time. If they were shown

concerned about their child, they will first talk

pornography by an adult, you need to contact

with the child about it, and then, if needed, view

authorities, as this is sexually abusive behavior.

emails, texts, and posts.

Most often, kids are exposed to pornography
through their own curiosity, the influence of
friends, or simply accidentally coming across a

Pornography is a subject that many people are

site or ad.

uncomfortable talking about. It can be hard to

♦Talk to your kids. Tell them your views on

accept that your son or daughter is maturing into

pornography. Explain any concerns you have
about it.

a person who has sexual thoughts and feelings.
Remember that things are vastly different than
they were a generation ago. Ask your kids what

♦Don’t shame. From the moment a child is born,

their thoughts are about porn. They may not tell

he or she is a sexual being with sexual feelings.

you, but at least you’ll have opened the door to

Teens and preteens are flooded with a massive

what can be a difficult subject.

rush of hormones that changes everything from
how they see themselves, their bodies, and
others.
♦Install a quality internet filter on all of your
home computers. Talk to your teen about why

Pope Francis — “A society can be judged
by the way it treats its children.”
Rome, Italy October 6, 2017

you’re doing it. But don’t rely on the filter to
completely block everything explicit. Nothing is
foolproof. The idea is to make it difficult for
your child to accidentally or purposefully view
harmful or disturbing content.
♦Remind your kids that anything they post or
text is easily spread all over the internet. Sexting
(the texting of sexually explicit material) can be
copied and re-texted/tweeted thousands of times.
Once something is on the internet, it can be
impossible to take it back.
♦Monitor what your kids are doing online.
Privacy is important for teenagers, but if you’re
concerned that your teen is engaging in harmful
behavior, you need to know what is going on.

Every child’s life is unique, meaningful and
precious and every child has a right to dignity and
safety. Yet today, global society is failing its
children. Millions of children are being abused
and exploited in tragic and unspeakable ways, and
on an unprecedented scale all over the world.

In this era of the internet the world faces
unprecedented challenges if it is to preserve
the rights and dignity of children and protect
them from abuse and exploitation. These
challenges require new thinking and
approaches, heightened global awareness and
inspired leadership. For this reason this
Declaration of Rome appeals to everyone to
stand up for the protection of the dignity of
children.

